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Defoliation Effects
May Last a Century
A report recently issued by the U. S.

National Academy of Sciences has
concluded that the herbicides used by
Washington during the Indochina war
have "caused serious and extensive

damage" to the inland tropical forests
of South Vietnam and destroyed 36
percent of the mangrove forests along
the coast. The report also noted indica

tions that the herbicides, which were

used to destroy crops and other folia
tion, had caused deaths among chil

dren of the montagnard trihes in the
hills of western South Vietnam.

Despite the brief mention in the re
port of the effects of the herbicides

on human life, Dr. George Kistiakow-
sky, a former vice-president of the

Nationai Academy of Sciences, said
that the report "seriously underesti
mated the damage and is too casual

about the possible ill effects on hu
mans." Nevertheless, the report is still
revealing. One of the members of the

panel charged with producing the re
port interviewed montagnard refugees

from a number of villages in South

Vietnam. The refugees described how
a plane would pass by, "spraying

smoke." Then practically all the vil

lagers would have abdominal pains,

intense coughing, and severe rashes.
While the adults usually recovered,
many of the children died. In one

village alone thirty-eight children per
ished.

Another study previously made by
the United States Army indicated that
dioxin, a toxic, insoluble impurity
found in defoliants, can cause liver

damage, genetic changes, and cancer.
In assessing the damage done to the

mangrove forests, the report said:

"Under present conditions of use and

natural regrowth, it may take well
over 100 years for the mangrove area

to be reforested." The mangrove

swampland is one of the important

breeding grounds of fish essential to

the Vietnamese diet.

Between 1961 and 1971, Washington

dropped more than 100 million
pounds of herbicides on South Viet

nam—about six pounds for every

man, woman, and child in the coun

try. More than 5.7 miliion acres, or

about one-seventh of South Vietnam's

land mass, was sprayed with the dan

gerous chemicals. □
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Continues Purge of Leftist Followers

Peron Backs Ultrcright Coup in Cordoba

By Gerry Foley

The chief of police in C6rdoha, Ar
gentina, Antonio Domingo Navarro,
refused to give up his command on
February 27 when the governor or
dered him retired from active service.

Instead he jailed the governor, depu
ty governor, and the heads of a num

ber of provincial ministries.
A list of those arrested, published

in the March 1 issue of the Buenos

Aires daily La Razdn, included the
minister of the interior, the minister

of social welfare, two deputies in the
provincial assembly, the chairman of

the provincial bank, the chairman of
the Feronist bloc in the Cbrdoha city
council, several trade-union leaders,

and the provincial prosecutor.

Immediately after the arrest of the
governor and the leading figures in
his administration, right-wing trade-
union goons seized the local radio

and television station. At about 10:00

p.m. on February 27, broadcasting

stopped. It resumed at 4:00 a.m.

"Throughout the entire day," theMarch
1 La Prensa reported, "proclamations
came over the air denouncing the ac
tivity of the government headed by
Obregbn Cano [the jailed governor],
supporting Perbn and the stand taken

by Lieutenant Colonel Antonio Na

varro. . . .

"At the same time many coded mes
sages were broadcast directed at

'groups.' They went like this: 'The

potato is cold. It should soon get
better.' 'The children are welcome.'

'The bubbles have come to the sur

face.'"

The Buenos Aires daily noted that
these messages were attributed to the
Comando Peronista de Rebelion Civil

(Peronist Civilian Rebel Command).
In the early morning of March 1,

an armed group in civilian dress oc

cupied the provincial legislative cham
bers, apparently acting in concert with
the police, who sealed off the surround
ing area.

The February 28 La Prensa specu
lated at first that the police actions
might have been motivated by purely
"professional" grievances: "For some
time there had been signs of discon-
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tent among the police over the fact
that they were not extended the same
retroactive benefits as other state em

ployees

"Added to all this was the public
clash between the former deputy chief
of police. Colonel Julidn Andres

Chiappe, now being tried on the

charge of robbing a chicken hatchery,
and the chief of police. Lieutenant

Colonel Navarro.

"Another cause of discontent was the

fear that the life of the statute gov

erning promotions would be pro
longed in an attempt to carry out
a gradual purge of the different levels
of command."

The La Prensa account failed to

note that Chiappe had accused Na

varro of embezzling police funds and,
according to a March 3 cable from

New York Times correspondent Jon
athan Kandell, "organizing a series
of bombing attempts against the
homes of supposed leftists. The house
of Deputy Governor Atilio Lopez was
among those attacked."

It quickly became apparent that the
grievances of the police were not strict

ly "professional." "Yesterday a bomb
destroyed the home of a judge who is
handling the case of 19 policemen
accused of summarily executing five
farmers in January after mistaking
them for left-wing guerrillas," a dis

patch reported in the March 2 New

York Times.

"Terrorists also attempted to bomb
the most influential newspaper in the
province. La Voz del Interior, yester

day. News broadcasts last night re
ported that the attempt had succeeded,
but workers at the newspaper said
today that the bombs were removed

before they exploded.
" Several reporters and other employ

ees of La Voz del Interior asserted

they recognized some of the terrorists

as policemen. One worker was beaten
by the intruders.
"The newspaper has angered many

policemen by reporting in detail the
case of the five slain farmers. It has

also published letters by two witnesses
of the shootings, which took place

on Jan. 23 when the policemen am

bushed an automobile on a highway

outside of Cordoba."

The mutinous police apparently tried
to exploit the hue and cry raised over
acknowledged and alleged actions by
left-wing terrorists in recent weeks. Ac
cording to a UPI dispatch in the March
1  issue of the New York Spanish-

language daily El Diario, the justi
fication first given by the putschists
was that the provincial authorities had
handed over guns to "notoriously
Marxisf groups.

But just before the putsch a right-
wing Peronist trade-union group, the
Josd Rucci Command, put a statement

in the Cordoba papers that seemed

to explain the background and pur

pose of the coup. The February 28
La Prensa indicated that this orga

nization was representative of the right
wing of the local union movement.

The solicitada, or ad, was similar

to many the union bureaucracy has
placed in the papers since Perbn's re

turn. (The genre may be the ta tzu
pao, or "big-character posters," of the
"cultural revolution" Perbn announced

in his February 14 speech on the need
for a "dogmatic stage" of Peronism.)

Commenting on the forced retire

ment of Navarro, the statement said:

"The pseudo representatives of the
people, Obregbn Cano, Atilio Lbpez,
and their clique of Bolshies and trai

tors to the Social Justice [Peronist]
Movement are trying to puU off a
new farce. Exploiting the Social Jus

tice Movement, they are usurping of
fices that belong to genuine Peronists

and they have been getting away with
it because of the people's patience.

But this patience has reached its end,

because after the disaster in transpor
tation, the packinghouse industry,

public employment, the paralyzed belt-
way, and a series of failures that have

brought the province to the brink of
ruin, they now want to destroy the
only element of order left in the prov

ince, its police force. This is the same

police force that in other times served
other orders and has now been won

back for the people thanks to the vi
sion of the leader of the Argentines.

"This police force will not falter when

it has to watch over the running of
this society because it is part of this

society and it is made up of men
who continually risk their lives in the
line of duty.

"We cannot allow those who have



been enemies of the people at aU times,
and today the Bolshies . . . the gov
ernor, the deputy governor, and a

grand jury judge (a former journal
ist) to destroy this police force. Let

the people of Cdrdoba know that the

moment of truth has arrived, the time

to defend Peron and his doctrine, to

defend the police of the province, to
the final consequences, against the

antinational onslaught of the lackeys
of foreign imperialisms that have en
cysted themselves in the province."
The first "disaster" mentioned in this

obviously putschist statement was the
transport workers strike. The rightist

bureaucracy was infuriated when the
UTA (Unidn Tranviarios Automotor

— Bus Drivers Union) was promised
a raise around the end of the year

that went beyond the guidelines laid
down by the Facto Social between the
unions and the employers association.

Furthermore, the UTA was protected
from strikebreaking by Deputy Gov
ernor Atilio Lopez, the leader of the

union and one of the most popular

and respected Peronist trade-unionists.

The victory of the Cdrdoba bus
drivers threatened to undermine the

entire class-collaborationist deal that

Perdn's government is based on. Most

immediately endangered were the
right-wing bureaucrats, who were put
in a difficult position to oppose the

aspirations of their rank and file. They
launched a furious counterattack,

passing a motion that formally ex
pelled Ldpez from the GGT (Con-
federacion General de Trabajo—Gen
eral Confederation of Labor).

But it was difficult for the right-wing

bureaucrats to gain effective control
of the provincial labor movement. In
dependent class-struggle formations
were strong in some unions. And as
against Ldpez, a veteran of the illegal
Peronist movement, these leaders suf

fered from a certain lack of prestige,

many of them having collaborated

with the military trustees that per

secuted unionists remaining loyal to
"the orders of General Perdn and his

staff."

When You Move...

Don't count on the post office forward
ing your Intercontinental Press! It's
against their rules.
Send us your new address. And in

plenty of time, please.

Apparently the right-wing bureau
crats hoped that the "police revolt"

would cut the gordian knot: "Left-
wing labor leaders, who have asked
thdr workers to remain in a 'state

of alert' have gone into hiding," the

JVew York Times reported March 2.
"Taking advantage of the absence

of the leftists, conservative labor

leaders early this morning elected one
of their members, Bernabe Barcena

of the Millers Union, to head the pro

vincial labor federation."

More than a thousand alleged "left

ists" were rounded up by the putschist

police, according to a UPI dispatch
in the March 1 El Diario. "Police

sources said they were being held in
various premises of the force."

Groups of armed men in civilian
clothes patrolled Cdrdoba, claiming

to be loyal followers of Perdn.

"Two young men who patrolled an
intersection early this morning near

the central Spanish-colonial-style Plaza
San Martin said they were Peronist

workers who were helping the police

'to maintain order,'" reported Jona
than Kandell in a March 2 cable to

the New York TYmes from Cdrdoba.

"'This is not going to end until we

kill all the Bolshevik leaders,' said

one of the youths, who was carrying
a rifle with a telescopic sight."

In the face of a minicoup, with a
scenario similar to the take-over only
a few months ago by the bloodthirsty
Chilean junta, the Peronist national

government announced its "respect for

provincial autonomy."
"In keeping with his political style,

he [Perdn] has struck an above-the-
battle pose and declared the revolt
a matter that should be solved 'at

the provincial level,"' a March 1 dis
patch to the New York Times reported.

But the national government did not
maintain a strict hands-off policy. The

results of the rump GGT elections were

immediately recognized by Perdn's
minister of labor, Ricardo Otero, who

explained to reporters that the right-
wing labor bureaucrats "must have
had a good reason" for backing the
police revolt.
In his message to congress March 2,

Perdn called on the national legisla

ture to remove Obregdn formally from
office and said that the police revolt
was a result of the ousted governor's
"failing to meet the duties of his
office."

On February 28, the president of
the provincial chamber of deputies,

the right-wing Peronist Mario Dante
Agodino, agreed to take office as pro
visional governor under the patron

age of the mutinous police and right

ist terror gangs. Neither Perdn nor
any national Peronist leader seems
to have criticized him. Nonetheless,

the federal judge in Cdrdoba, Adolfo
Zamboni Ledesma, ruled on the day

of the putsch that the police had com

mitted an act of rebellion by prevent
ing the governor and his administra

tion from performing their duties.
Thus, by accepting the results of a
mutiny, Agodino seemed to be making
himself at least an accomplice in sedi
tion.

What the reaction of the Peronist

activists was when they saw their
leaders in effect collaborating with the

hangmen of the dictatorship injaUing
a veteran of the "resistance" like

Ldpez is not yet known. But there were

signs that the Cdrdoba putsch put a

a serious strain on Perdn's national

coalition. The bourgeois liberals of
the Unidn Civica Radical (Radical
Civic Union), the largest non-Peronist

party, have historical reasons to fear
authoritarian rule by "el lider," and
their statements- indicated some

nervousness.

In this situation, Perdn and the right

ists seemed stUl to observe some limits

in the purge. Ldpez and Obregdn were
released on March 1, and the ousted

governor immediately went into hiding
and appealed for resistance to the
coup:

"'1 have not resigned and I will not
resign,' said Mr. Obregdn Cano in a

message sent from his secret hiding
place," Kandell wrote in the March 3
New York Times. "He also called on

Cdrdoba residents to back him and

asked for the support of President
Perdn."

The caudillo moved quickly to try

to block a counterattack from the Pe

ronist left. "In a message to Congress

[March 2]," Kandell cabled from Cdr
doba, "he [Perdn] blamed the crisis in
this industrial city on Mr. Obregdn
Cano and announced his intention to

replace the Governor once and for

aU with a federal official of his own

choice." It seemed that the caudillo

had suddenly forgotten all about "re

spect for provincial autonomy."
The mutinous police took full ad

vantage of Perdn's declaration:

Intercontinenfal Press



"'Citizens of C6rdoba,' blared the

radios to the strains of the Peronist

marching song, 'General Perdn him
self has decided to direct our city's

destiny. Give him your whole-hearted
support, and do not listen to a

seditious Marxist coterie that wants to

lead us to violence.'"

Perdn's new governor promised pro
vincial elections in September to

resolve the conflict, apparently trying
to convince the population that he

would oversee a "democratic" solution.

Thus, regardless of whether Peron in

tends to hold any more bourgeois-

democratic elections in Cdrdoba or

anywhere else, an intense battle for the

confidence of the masses has obvious

ly opened up.

Peron seems to be trying to use the
rightist coup in Cdrdoba as he did the

one in Chile as a horrible example of
what happens when "ultraleftists" dis
turb the "social peace." In this way he

probably hopes to frighten the Argen
tine people into giving him carte

blanche to negotiate a "pacification."

But the old strongman has ventured
onto shaky ground. The removal of
left Peronist governors by armed force
cannot help but stir unpleasant
memories in Argentina. And Lopez is
an old stalwart whom no one can

accuse of being an "ultraleftist."
Furthermore, endorsing a coup by a
police force accused of carrying out
a massacre of farmers and a whole

series of terrorist attacks, including
attacks against the elected authorities,

a coup that has already cost the lives

of seven people in unexplained shoot
ing incidents, should put Peron in a
rather difficult position to exploit the
"peace" issue. The outrage in Cordoba
has put the responsibility for terror
ism and violence in the country

squareiy on the repressive forces and
their mafia-type aUies in the trade-

union bureaucracy.
The Cordoba coup is clearly a de

cisive test for the Argentine workers
movement. The problem to be over

come goes much deeper than the

putschist inclinations and actions of

the provincial police and rightist
gangs; it involves Perdn's political
hold on the majority of the working
dass. If a revolutionary workers lead
ership is able to expose the "people's
general" effectively before the masses
and develop a mass response to the
outrage in Cordoba, Peronism wiii be

shattered by its contradictions and the leap forward by thewdl-organized and
way will be cleared for a qualitative combative Argentine proletariat. □

General Strike Brings Gains

Inflation Spurs Martinique Labor Upsurge
By Tony Thomas

Paris
AU around the world, the effects of

the current economic difficulties of im
perialism are being passed on to the
working class in the form of infla
tion and unemployment. One of the
most massive and successful responses
to this inflation has been the recent
labor upsurge that shook the French
colony of Martinique.

A West Indian island with a largdy
Black population of 340,000, Marti
nique has witnessed a series of im
portant labor struggles over the last
few months that culminated in a gen
eral strike February 12 that lasted
more than a week. As a result of these
struggles the workers were able to
win most of their demands for wage
increases and job security.
I was able to interview Jean-Claude

Bourgeois, a leader of Martinique's
electrical workers and a member of
the Croupe Revolution Socialiste (So-
ciaiist Revolution Croup—CRS), the
Antilles section of the Fourth Inter
national. Bourgeois is here to take
part in the negotiations between the
electrical workers and the French gov
ernment.

The inflation that is currently grip
ping most of the advanced capital
ist countries is having an even greater
effect in many colonial areas such
as Martinique. In addition to the in
flation in the prices of industriai and
finished goods that these countries
must buy from the advanced coun
tries, they face a permanent deflation
in the vaiue of the cash crops and
primary resources exported to the
imperiaiist countries.

In Martinique, Bourgeois pointed
out, this crisis has especially affected
sugar and bananas, the two main
crops produced on the island. Twelve
years ago Martinique produced 90,-
000 metric tons of sugar; today it
produces 25,000 tons per year. In
1971 alone, thirteen sugar miUs

closed, and only two miUs are oper
ating this year. Banana production
has also suffered a decline.

The resulting economic crisis has
led to an unemployment figure of 60,-
000, more than one-sixth of the total
population. This has helped enforce
low wages and foster poor working
conditions. For example, banana
workers, who are able to find employ
ment only six to eight months a year,
receive as little as $90 a month.

Added to this degradation is the
mounting inflation that has hit the
island. The price of rice, a basic staple
for the workers and peasants, has
gone up 150 percent in the past nine
months. The cost of living is 30 per
cent higher than in France, which it
self has seen steep inflation.

These conditions triggered the series
of worker and student struggles that
led to the February 12 general strike.
The first to move into action were
the workers at the France-Antffte news
paper, the island's only daily. For
three months the workers there had
been on strike, demanding a raise
in wages (some workers make less
than $35 a week after ten years of
work) and recognition of coilective-
bargaining rights. The Hersant trust,
the owners of the paper, refused to
negotiate with the workers andbrought
in scabs to operate the daily. When the
striking workers began to put out their
own paper. Force-Antilles, the police
helped sell the scab-produced daily.

In January the building workers
struck for thirteen days for a 25 per
cent wage increase and were abie to
win an 18 percent raise. They were
foilowed by the electrical workers, who
shut off all power on the island Feb
ruary 4-7. Their demands inciuded an
increase in their base wages, equal
fringe benefits with French electricai
workers, and automatic wage increases
to match inflation. Their struggle
forced the electrical company, which
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is publicly funded, into negotiations
that are still continuing.
The banana workers also went on

strike, demanding a raise in wages
and guaranteed daily work. Addition
al strikes took place in other sectors
of the island's economy.
These struggles pushed the leader

ship of Martinique's unions, the CFDT
(Confederation Frangaise Democrati-
que du Travail —French Democratic

Confederation of Labor), FO (Force
Ouvriere — Workers Power), the CGT
(Confederation Gene'rale du Travail —
General Confederation of Labor), and
the FEN (Federation d'Education Na-
tionale), to call a united general strike.

The demands raised by the strike in
cluded support to the various local
strikes, social welfare benefits equal
to those in France, and equalization
of the minimum wage for farm and
agricultural workers.

Bourgeois explained that this gen
eral strike had been different from pre
vious, more or less symbolic ones
that the union leaders had called. Mili

tants, especially those in the GRS, had

pushed to have the strike organized by
the workers themselves, rather than

leaving it solely to the reformist and
Stalinist apparatuses. Strike commit
tees were formed, daily strike assem

blies were held, and mass demonstra

tions and flying picket squads were
used to try to win the support of the
population.

The strike met sharp government re
pression, including the murder of two

banana workers. In Lorrain, in the
northern part of the island, a flying
picket squad was attacked the evening
of February 13 by the police and
army. Renor Illmany, one of the strik

ers, was killed on the spot. Several

days later the body of Georges Marie-
Louise, a striker who had disappeared
after the police attack, was found hor
ribly mutilated on a nearby beach.

These measures of repression met

with a massive response, including

demonstrations of 10,000 in Fort-de-

France, the island's main city, and the
attendance of thousands at Illmany's

funeral. To prevent police attacks, these
demonstrations were defended by
worker defense guards carrying clubs
and the machetes used by the sugar
and banana workers.

The strength of this upsurge, which,
according to Bourgeois, fused with
a desire for political independencefrom

France, forced the bosses to settle with

the workers. Substantial concessions

were won on all fronts except for

France-Antilles, where the struggle con
tinues. Most of the strikes had been

settled or had gone into final nego

tiations by February 21.
Throughout the struggle, the French

press and government tried to claim

that it was all due to "Trotskyist In

stigators" from the GRS. Bernard Stasi,
minister of overseas departments and
territories (i.e., colonies) of France,
claimed in a statement that the deaths

of striking workers were due to "the
work of agitation" of "organized

groups," and that "it is the Trotsky-

ists who are profiting from this situa

tion in order to campaign in favor

of independence."
Bourgeois and the other spokesper

sons for the GRS here, while not deny
ing the important role the GRS played
in the struggle, point out that these

accusations—along with the claims

about "foreign agitators" and "Cuban
arms" — represent an attempt to divert

attention from the power displayed by

the masses of Martinique workers and

from the conditions they are struggling

USLA Issues Appeal

against. He believes that government

attempts to suppress the GRS in Mar
tinique are not probable at this point

because of the high level of combativity
of the workers and students.

Here in Paris, French revolutionary

socialists have affirmed their solidarity
with the Martinique struggle. Alain
Krivine, one of the leaders of the ex-

Ligue Communiste (Communist
League —former French section of the

Fourth International), held a joint

press conference with Bourgeois in
which he announced that the French

Trotskyists unconditionally support

the struggle for national liberation of

the Martiniquans and other peoples
oppressed by France. He also an
nounced that the French Trotskyists

and others would be launching ac

tions in solidarity with the struggle
in Martinique.

A special joint issue of Rouge, the

newspaper of the French Trotskyists,

and Liberation Antilles-Guyane, pub
lished by GRS members in France,
has been published, reporting on the
events in Martinique and containing
the statements of the GRS. □

Ask Aid for Threatened Chilean Prisoners

The U.S. Committee for Justice to
Latin American Political Prisoners
(USLA) has issued an appeal to all
supporters of human rights for im
mediate action to help save the lives
of nine political prisoners threatened
by the Chilean junta. The prisoners
are:

Jaime Barrios. At the time of the
coup, Barrios was serving as the cen
tral economic adviser to Salvador Al-
lende. He had formerly been an eco
nomic assistant to the Castro govern
ment. He was in the presidential pal
ace on September 11. Since that time,
the only report on his whereabouts
comes from Allende's heart specialist,
also present in La Moneda during
the coup, who reports seeing Barrios
alive, lying face down in the street,
that afternoon. The Pinochet regime
has made no statement as of yet on
Barrios's fate.

Guillermo Cahn. Cahn, age 27, is
one of the most significant voices ofthe

new Chilean cinema and has inspired
and organized a movement of Chilean
filmmakers. The documentary works
he has directed — including Nutuayin
Mapu about the problems of the Ma-
puche Indians, Casa o mierda on the
miserable living conditions of Chilean
ghetto dwellers, and No nostrancaran
el paso about peasant struggles in the
south of Chile — have been shown in
Europe and the United States. Cahn
was arrested November 23 and is
in the Buin Regiment in Santiago.
Charges against him are unknown.

Luis Corvaldn Lepe. The extreme
south of Chile was described by Dar
win this way: "In these still solitudes,
death, instead of life, is the predomi
nant spirit." It is in this area, on Daw-
son Island, that Luis Corvaldn, Gen
eral Secretary of the Chilean Com
munist party, is imprisoned. Corva-
lan is accused of treason for his role
in allegedly masterminding Plan Z,
which the junta uses as its justifica-
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tion for the coup. According to Pi

nochet and Co., Plan Z was a plot
to execute every officer of the Chilean

military. Corvalan's life has already
been threatened since his detention.

Summary execution was rumored, but
international protest forced Pinochet

to announce to the press that Cor-

valdn would be tried in due course.

As has been pointed out in a letter to
USLA, those on Dawson Island "wiU

die quickly, as a result of the lack of

sanitation, the malnutrition and bad

treatment." Trials to deal with these

opponents of the junta may thus not
be necessary to accomplish the junta's
intentions.

Hector GuticTTez. A 45-year-old Chi
lean national, Gutierrez was employed
as a professor of demography in the

School of Public Health at the Uni

versity of Chile when he was arrested.

He has published several essays on
the characteristics of Latin American

populations. Gutie'rrez worked several
years in the mines of the province of

Valparaiso. Reports indicate he wiU

be tried by a military tribunal for
"ideological" reasons. Guti&rez is a
militant of the Fourth International.

He has been transferred to an aban

doned saltpeter mine in the north of

Chile. His first wife and three chil

dren are penniless, and his second

wife and infant daughter have no
means of support.

Juan Flandes. Flandes is a 25-year-
old student of commercial engineering
at the University of Los Angeles and
lacks only three months of study to
graduate. He is accused of being the
head of guerrilla activity in Santa
Juana and Nacimiento in the south

and is expected to go before a military

LUIS CORVALAN

tribunal at any time. USLA has re

ceived word that Flandes has been

severely mistreated and faces a prob
able death sentence.

Alqandro Romero Guzmdn. A sur
geon in Los Andes, Romero was ar
rested two months ago and tortured

at length before being summarily tried

and sentenced to death by a kangaroo
court. A member of the Central Com

mittee of the MIR (Movement of the
Revolutionary Left), he could be ex
ecuted at any moment, according to
a January statement by the National

Secretariat of MIR.

Marcelo Romo. A 32-year-old actor,
Romo has starred in many Chilean
and foreign films and is one of the

most brilliant figures in Latin Ameri
can film and theater. His films include

Miguel Littin's El Chacal de Nahuel-

toro, Helvio Soto's Voto mas fusil,
Aldo Francia's Ya no basta con rezar,

and Les cents soleils de I'lle de Pa-

ques, directed by Pierre Kast. He was
arrested November 12 and has been

kept incommunicado at the Buin Reg
iment. Charges against him are un

known. Reports indicate that he has

been subjected to torture of the most

brutal kind, and people fear for his

life.

Bautista Van Schouwen Vasey. A
29-year-old leader and founding mem

ber of the MIR, Van Schouwen was

captured by the junta officials last

December 13. In the hands of Pino

chet's gorillas. Van Schouwenhasbeen
beaten and so savagely tortured that

he had to be transferred to a mili

tary hospital — staffed by notorious op

ponents of the Unidad Popular gov
ernment—where he remained as of

latest reports. As an internist. Van

Schouwen practiced for some time in
Concepcidn, after several years as a

student leader at the University of
Concepcion. Van Schouwen is mar

ried and has a son.

Luis Vitale. At the time of his ar

rest, Luis Vitale — Marxist scholar and

author of a six-volume history of Chi
le— was a professor of history and
geography at the University of Con-

cepcidn. He is a leading member of

the Fourth International. Vitale spent
two months in the National Stadium,

where he was beaten, interrogated, and

half starved. It is reported that as
a result he has lost much weight, has
kidney problems, a skin infection, and

is greatly debilitated. Contradictory

reports have been received as to his

whereabouts — perhaps a concentra
tion camp in the north of Chile, or the

Chile Stadium. □

'Last Organ of the Opposition'

'Marcha' Editor, Uruguayan Novelist Arrested
By Candida Barberena

Three days elapsed before the Uru
guayan people learned of the Febru
ary 9 arrest of 71-year-old Carlos
Quijano, editor of the opposition week
ly Marcha. Since the government had
remained silent, none of the media
dared announce the news themselves.

However, even the establishment press
decided to break the silence when on
February 11 the police arrested Juan
Carlos Onetti, Uruguay's most pres
tigious writer, regarded as one of the
greatest novelists of the Spanish lan
guage.

Even then, the news was deliberately
obscured. In a February 14 dispatch
to Le Monde, correspondent Philippe
Labreveux reported:

"It was in the crime section that
the daily El Pats announced the ar
rest of Messrs. Quijano and Onetti.
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And stUl the reader had to sift through

the article containing the news, as the
banner headline was purposely mis
leading: 'Five Arrested for Pornogra
phy.' There could be no more dis
honest travesty of the truth: an at
tack against the freedom of the press
that is very likely to result in abolish
ing the last organ of the opposition,
the only Uruguayan publication that
is stUl independent."
In addition to Quijano and Onetti,

authorities have arrested Hugo Alfaro,
managing editor of Marcha; and the
authors Winston Nelson Marra and

Mercedes Rein. Authorities have or

dered the arrest of Jorge Rufinelli Al-
tesor, former literary editor oi Marcha,
who is in Mexico. Their trial by a

military court began on February 15.
The prosecution of these writers and

journalists is linked to the February
9 publication in Marcha of a short
story by Nelson, " Guardaespaldas"
(Bodyguard), which the authorities
have labeled "pornographic" for its
description of two sexual acts. Marcha
awarded the story a prize after it was
selected by a jury composed of Onetti,
Rein, and Rufindli. The issue contain
ing the short story was seized from
newsstands after it appeared.

The February 12 issue of El Pats
charged Nelson with falsely portray
ing former police inspector Hector Mo-
rdn Charquero, who was killed by
Tupamaros about four years ago.
"Bodyguard" is less likely to have of
fended the authorities' sense of mo

rality than their professional "integri
ty," for its theme places in center stage
a pernicious, corrupt police state. On
the verge of death on a hospital bed,
the protagonist relates the major ex
ploits of his sexual life. La Opinion
described the "objectionable" passages
in its February 13 issue:

"Some fifty lines of the two and
three-quarters pages taken up by [Nel
son] Marra's short story in the weekly
Marcha describe in a rather detailed

way two sexual acts experienced by
the protagonist. The first, with a pros
titute, doesn't exceed the language cus

tomarily used to describe this kind
of situation. More risque'—and prob
ably what mainly irritated the Uru
guayan censors, is the second descrip
tion in which El Pardo (allegedly Mo-
ran Charquero) engages in an open
homosexual act with a Uruguayan

politician he is guarding."

La Opinidn reported that Onetti's

BORDABERRY: Dictator finds truth about

police "pornographic."

arrest has caused some stir in Latin

American literary circles that may fur
ther tarnish the image of Bordaberry's
government.

La Opinidn described the arrests in
the context of earlier repressive moves:

"Last Thursday's [February 7] sei
zure of Marcha's issue is only an ex
tension of an escalated repression

against the opposition press that Bor
daberry's government began by clos
ing the newspapers Ultima Hora, El
Popular, Ahora, and Ya. Television
stations and radio broadcasts have

been totally censored for months, while
international news agencies have im

posed on themselves a so-called self-
censorship."

"In any case," La Opinidn continued,
"the arbitrary severity of the action
taken against Marcha and the arrest
of Onetti show a change, a worsening
of the repressive tactics of the Bor-
daberry government. UntU now news
paper and magEizine shutdowns were
formally given political explanations,
but this is the first time that the Uru

guayan government has condemned
a group of intellectuals for reasons
that largely fall into the domain of
freedom of artistic expression. Head

ing off these criticisms, government
functionaries said yesterday in Mon
tevideo that Onetti, as well as the

others who were arrested, 'could be

tried on the charge of pornography.

or because "Bodyguard" is an apol
ogia for violence.'"
Uruguayan observers have pointed

out that as the short story contains

absolutely no association by name
to dead or living people, it must be
judged on its artistic merits. It is also
pointed out that any attribution of
pornography is totally unprecedented
in Uruguayan law.
Among the telegrams that have been

sent directly to Bordaberry was one
from a press conference held by the
Argentine Writers Association demand
ing "the immediate freedom of the ad
mirable writer Juan Carlos Onetti,

whose age and health create fear of
the consequences of this unspeakable
arrest." Among those who signed the
tdegram are Jorge Luis Borges, Jos6
Blanco, Augusto Roa Bastos, Mario
Benedetti, Davil Stive, Marco Denevi,
Juan Josd Sebreli, Ramiro de Casas-
beUas, Ernesto Scho6, Ariel Dorfman,
Osvaldo Soriano, Haroldo Conti,

Maria Rosa Oliver, and many oth

ers. Amnesty International has also
demanded the release of those ar

rested. D

Prepare Secret Trials

in Santiago

Orlando Letelier, former Chilean am
bassador to Washington under the All-
ende regime, has been removed from
the military junta's Dawson Island
prison camp and taken to Santiago for
a closed-door military trial, according
to a report in the February 28 Wash
ington Post.
The Post reports that Jos^ Toha and

Clodomiro Almeyda, former cabinet
ministers in the Allende government,

have also been brought to Santiago

to face secret trial. All three former

officials were members of the now

banned Socialist party.

The move reflects a shift on the part

of the Pinochet regime, for the junta's
current ambassador to Washington

had previously told reporters that the
former officials would be tried in civil

proceedings open to the press.
Other well-known political figures

stiU being held on Dawson Island in
clude Luis Corvalan, secretary gen

eral of the banned Chilean Commu

nist party; Daniel Vergara, former un
dersecretary of the interior; and Car
los Jorquera, Allende's former press
secretary. CD
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Britain

Voters Reject Tory Wage Freeze

One day after the February 28 gen
eral election, Britain's largest betting
chain opened book on the outcome of

the next. With none of the parties hav
ing achieved the 318 seats needed for
a majority in Parliament, most ob

servers were predicting a period of
minority government, one that would
not last long before the calling of
another election.

The February 28 election gave the
Labour party 301 seats (against 287
in the previous Parliament), Conserva
tives 296 (323), Liberals 14 (11),
Scottish Nationalists 7 (2), United Ul
ster Unionists 11 (6), Plaid Cymru
(Welsh nationalists) 2 (0), and inde
pendent Labour 3 (2). The balance
of power between the two large parties
thus lay with a heterogeneous collec
tion of 37 members.

Tory Prime Minister Edward Heath,

determined to remain in office despite

the overwhelming rgection of his poli

cies, met with Liberal party leader
Jeremy Thorpe March 2 in an effort

to put together a coalition govern
ment. However, such an aUiancewould

stiU be eight votes short of a majority.
Moreover, the chief Liberal demand

in a coalition would presumably be
a change in the election laws to a sys
tem of proportional representation.
(Under such a system, in the February
28 election the Liberals, who received

19.3 percent of the total vote, would
have been assigned 123 seats instead
of 14.) Neither the Tories nor the La
bour party are in favor of such a

change, which would considerably re
duce the number of seats held by each.

The eleven Unionist members from

Northern Ireland are eager for an
agreement with the Tories, if the right
bargain can be struck.

"The problem," the March 3 Sunday
Times commented, "is that most Tories

at Westminster, who look back on Mr

Whitelaw's Ulster achievement as the

brightest jewel in the Heath Adminis
tration's somewhat battered crown, are

likely to find the 'bargain' intolerable.
For, in essence, it implies a complete
unravelling of Whitelaw's work and
a resurrection of the 'Irish Question'
as the central issue in British politics."

Labour party leader Harold Wilson
has rejected any formal coalition, but
is reported planning to form a minority
government with the tacit support of
the Liberal and independent Labour

memb ers.

In an editorial, the Sunday Times
indicated that this might constitute the

best of all available worlds at the mo

ment;

"Labour, suitably harnessed, has to

be given a chance. What would be re-

>\ >
^ I

HEATH

quired from Labour would be, first,

a Cabinet of moderate men. . . . Sec

ondly, Labour would haveto abandon
its extreme policies of nationalisation
for its own sake. Thirdly, it would
have to go slow on EEC [Common
Market] renegotiation. Fourthly, La
bour should realise that its 'compact'
with the unions would be on proba
tion. It would have to gt. the miners
back quickly and to head off infla
tionary wage claims."

The Labour party leaders are con

sidered the logical candidates to im
pose wage controls because of the pub

lic rgection of Heath's attempt to im
pose them. As Ronald Butt observed
in the same issue of the Sunday Times:

"The meaning of the [election] verdict
is unambiguous. The nation has re
jected the specific policies for which Mr
Heath appealed, and has cast a vote

of no confidence in his advice that

these policies were vital. . . .
"There were, said Mr Heath over

and over again, only two questions.
The first was the need for a new man

date for a strong Government to face
new problems. Yet whatever peripheral
support he could scrape up for sur
vival, the Prime Minister would be un

able now to provide the strong Gov
ernment which he thought important
enough to justify an unwise election
that the nation did not want.

"The second issue, Mr Heath as

serted, was the Incomes Policy itself.
But the people have voted by the over
whelming majority of 62 per cent [the
total for aU parties except the Tories]
to 38 percent against this policy."

A Labour minority government

would provide both Labour party and
union bureaucrats with a convenient

excuse for "moderation" in everything
but the control of wages. In the March
3 Observer, David Wilson reported an

interview with David Basnett, general
secretary of the General and Municipal
Workers Union:

"If Labour takes power as a mi

nority Government, he foresaw a large
measure of co-operation from the TUG
[Trades Union Congress]. Unions
would realise that Mr Wilson could

not fulfil all his election pledges without
a working majority and the TUG
would help the Labour Party draw
up a list of priorities. ...

"On wage controls, he believed that
unions might not insist on an im

mediate return to wages free-for-all.
'Iwould liketheLabour Governmentto

examine the books and come to the

TUG and say "Let's do it this way."
I do not think unions would then

rock the boat.'"

But for the moment at least, the

uncertainty as to the composition of
the next government and its chances
of survival have delayed the expected

offer to end the miners' strike.

"The prospect of a period of weak,
unstable government," Michael Bra-
ham reported in the Observer, "has

produced alarm and despondency in
industry.
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"Many managers fear that any delay would be put at risk and the further
in getting the miners back to work and blow to business confidence would
restoring the five-day week would hit jeopardise the capital investment need-
output hard and have long-lasting af- ed to keep British industry competi-
tereffects. Valuable export markets tive." □

Labour Party Looks to Incomes Policy

Wilson's 'Great New Social Contract'

[The following report was prepared
just prior to the British elections of
February 28.]

London
"We know the trade unions, at na

tional level, in the individual districts
and workshops. We can talk with them
and work with them. We can get their
cooperation. We understand their prob
lems and their families' problems and
we understand their loyalties, their
emotions."

With these words Labour party lead
er Harold Wilson announced Febru
ary 17 that a "great new social con
tract" had been agreed to by the top
leaders of the Labour party and the
Trades Union Congress (TUG). Hie
announcement, part of preelection
strategy, was the latest in a series of
face-lifting operations undertaken by
the Labour party's top brass to im
prove Labour's image with the busi
ness community at home and abroad.

Introducing the pact, Wilson made
it clear that the contract would not
infringe upon the profits of big busi
ness. "We seek to strike a bargain:
consent between government, indus
try, and the trade unions," he said.
"That bargain must he kept on both
sides, and I believe it would be kept.
I believe we can transform the indus
trial and economic outlook of Britain."

The announcement of the pact fits
well with the strategy of the Labour
leadership in the preelection period.
They consistently turned against any
militancy on the part of workers that
might be detrimentai to winning sup
port from industrialists and bankers.

The nub of the new "contract" is
a promise to capitaiist business inter
ests that a future Labour government
would introduce an incomes policy that

would be enforceable because it would
have the consent of the TUG top brass.
In exchange. Labour will make a
vague commitment to control prices
and to introduce a fairer system of
taxation, better housing, improved ed
ucation, and a better health service.

The effect of the TUG-Labour party
pact is to place the blame for infla
tion on workers' wage claims and not
on the Tories, who have encoutaged
high inflation in order to generate
profits and stimulate investments. At
a time when workers are feeling a
decline in real income, profits are
reaching new peaks.

"It [the analysis of profits for last
year] shows there were some startling
rises in sector trading profits, in
cluding a 104 per cent rise for hire
purchase companies," noted John Pal
mer, business editor of the Guardian
on February 15. "Trading profits for
building materials firms were up 57
per cent, and those for contracting and
construction groups by almost 60 per
cent.

"Following the big rise in bank prof
its reported recently by Lloyds, Bar
clays and National Westminster, and
the doubling of profits by IGI, these
figures may come as some embarrass
ment for the Gonservatives. They com
pare with a rise of 12.9 per cent for
earnings, which was barely enough to
keep pace with the rise in prices last
year."

According to figures released on
February 15, prices are rising in Brit
ain faster than at any time since the
retaii price index was started in 1947.
Since the last general election food
prices have increased by an average
of 53 pence in the pound.

Wilson's announcement of the pact
follows a statement to the same effect

by TUG leader Len Murray several
days earlier. "If a government wants
us involved," Murray said, "it will find
us responsible, although it will put a
burden on our shoulders. We will co
operate if we think we are getting a
fair deal."

Soon after it was announced, the
prospect of an incomes poiicy imposed
by a Labour administration and
policed by the union showed signs of
faltering. In the event that union lead
ers were unable to do the policing,
Harold Lever, a former Labour minis
ter, made it clear what the conse-.
quences would be. In a BBG broad
cast on February 18, Lever said that
a future Labour government would
introduce, if necessary, any powers
it required to enforce its "voluntary"
wage controls.

Lever's views are not his alone, but
are shared by Labour's top leader
ship. Hiis was the same viewpoint
expressed by Labour's shadow chan
cellor, Denis Healey, in a television
interview on February 11. Asked if
he would pledge that "under no cir
cumstances would the Labour Party
introduce a statutory incomes policy,"
Healey replied: "I would not give such
a pledge^ because I am an honest man
and I know how circumstances can
change cases."

The Tories responded to the an
nouncement of a TUG-Labour party
pact by casting doubts on its work
ability. Tory leader Heath seized upon
the initially unfavorable reaction to the
agreement by Hugh Scanlon, 'left"
leader of the Amalgamated Union of
Engineering Workers.

Scanlon at first denied that the TUG
had reached an agreement with the
Labour party leaders on wage con
trols, but by the end of the week he
was insisting "emphatically" that a
"compact" had been agreed to by the
TUG, the Labour party Executive and
the Parliamentary Labour party. Other
union bureaucrats were quick to follow
suit.

"By the weekend," wrote the Sunday
Times staff on February 24, "more
union reinforcements were coming over
the hill. Both Glive Jenkins, Left-Wing
general secretary of the white collar
ASTMS [Association of Scientific, Tech
nical and Managerial Staffs], and
David Basnett, leader of the General
and Municipal Workers [Union] are
circulating their members with a letter
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expressing the intention of their unions

'to cooperate' fully and wholeheartedly
'with the actions of a Labour Gov

ernment on the counter-inflation front.'"

The Sunday Times reporters com
mented on the apparent confusion in

Labour's ranks. "The Labour leader

ship, anticipating a general election
much later this year, had hoped to
lead the TUG carthorse to the water

of incomes policy and persuade it to
drink by this summer. Jim Callaghan,
who had been guiding the TUG talks,
on Wilson's behalf, had lined up a

number of trade union conferences dur

ing the spring and early summer with
the specific object of putting across

a voluntary incomes policy to which
they could agree."
"But the snap election pre-empted

such elaborate manoeuvers,"continued

the Sunday Times staff, "freezing the
actors mid-way between the 'compact'
and 'contract' phases. All Wilson did,
in his Nottingham speech, was to

nudge Labour's confident expectations
forward a bit but it was enough to

put Hugh Scanlon on the spot when
taxed by Robin Day about the terms

of the 'social contract' last Monday

night."

An idea of what the TUC-Labour

party pact could mean is evident from
the lengths to which the TUG leaders
were prepared to go under the Tories
to avoid a conflict with the govern

ment. Before the election was an

nounced,. TUG leaders gave an of
ficial commitment to the Tories that

they would actively discourage af
filiated unions from utilising a breach
in Phase III if the government were

prepared to grant "special case" status

to the miners.

As for the Labour party leaders,

they have already provided an indica
tion of what can be expected under

the "great new social contract." Before
the election was announced the Labour

party leadership, feeling the pressure
of the red scare launched by the

Tories, undertook to protect their

image by initiating a witch-hunt of
their own.

When the election was called, Wilson

tried to take the heat off himself by
publicly expressing regret that the

miners did not call off their strike

for the duration of the election. He

then proceeded to convince the train

drivers' leaders to end their overtime

ban so as not to mar Labour's image.
On February 22 Wilson revealed

that the pact was really a fraud as

far as the ordinary worker was con

cerned. Asked at a Bristol meeting

what he would do about repealing

Tory legislation against the right to
picket, Wilson replied: "We have al
ready had discussions with the TUG."
"We have taken legal advice and we

are going to change the law at the
end of the day." He refused to say

whether his government would free
pickets jaUed by the Tories or if it
would repeal all antipicketing laws.
The main reason for the "contracf

cooked up by the Labour leaders was
the immense difficulties facing a new

Labour government if one should be
formed. Given the economic crisis, and

the great stimulus of a Labour vic
tory on workers' willingness to strug
gle, there is all the more pressing
need for a Labour administration to

rely on the union bureaucrats to keep
things in order.

"I think they know now," said Wil

son, according to a report in the

Guardian on February 21 explaining
why the TUG would cooperate with
a new Labour government, "that the

problem is, there .isn't going to be
any real prospect of major increases

in living standards over the next year,
especially after the three-day week. I

think they recognise we shall be hard

put to it to maintain living standards,
and that is why they and we will

agree there's got to be much fairer
shares and nobody's trying to opt
out."

The enormous balance of payments
deficit incurred by the Torieswill neces

sitate large-scale borrowing by which
ever government assumes office. On
February 25, three days before the

election, a visible balance of trade

deficit of £383 million was announced

by the Board of Trade. It was the

highest monthly total in British his
tory.

A pledge of loyalty on the part of

union bureaucrats would greatly aid

a Labour government when it came

to making application to international
creditors and to enforcing austerity

measures on British workers.

But given the economic crisis, it is
doubtful that a "voluntary" incomes

policy could work for long. Most as
sessments suggest strict wage controls

by whichever government is elected.
The statements of Labour leaders

about enforcing a statutory incomes

policy are based on just this ruling-
class need.

"The probabilty is," wrote John Gole,
deputy editor of the Guardian, on Feb
ruary 18, "that sometime between
March 2 and mid-summer either a

Gonservative or Labour government

will take crisis action: a freeze, a

squeeze or both."
On February 16 the weekly Eco

nomist, which is firmly opposed to
Labour coming into office, assessed
the advantages of a new Labour ad
ministration more favourably than

most Tory advocates. "A Labour gov
ernment might be less bad than La
bour itself is saying that it would

be. Although Labour advertises that it
would surrender to wage inflation, the
likelihood is that a Labour govern

ment would have to introduce a wage

freeze rather quickly."

During their period in office the
Tories have unleashed a major assault

on working-class rights and living
standards, including rising prices and
widespread unemployment resulting
from the three-day week; legislation
directed against trade unions, immi

grants, and tenants; and major cut
backs in public spending.

If Labour fails to obtain a decisive

majority, it will be because of the
confusion created by the class collab
orationist policies pursued by the La
bour party leadership. Their com
mitment to capitalism has led these
Labour and union bureaucrats to ad

vance policies fundamentally at odds
with workers' interests. The prospect

of another incomes policy— "volun

tary" or otherwise — under a new La
bour government in the guise of a
"great new social contract" is yet anoth
er addition to this dismal record. □

Don't Ask

When British Communist party secre
tary John Gollan called a press confer
ence to announce his party's manifesto
for the February 28 election, he was asked
to comment on the expulsion of Aleksandr
Solzhenitsyn from the Soviet Union.

"We are totally against such questions
being dealt with by administrative mea
sures," Gollan replied.

Impressed with this democratic senti
ment, a reporter followed up with a ques
tion about another Soviet exile: Why
hadn't the British CP protested the expul
sion of Trotsky in 1929? In the ensuing
"uproar," press reports indicated, Gollan
avoided answering the question.
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France

The Agreement at Lip Watch Factory

[The nine-month strike at the Lip
watch factory in Besangon in eastern

France ended January 29 with the
signing of a back-to-work agreement.
The longest strike in French history
according to the January 30 New
York Times, it included a two-and-

a-half-month occupation of the factory
in which the workers operated the
plant themselves.

[An earlier proposal, put forward
by government negotiator Henry Gi-
raud, was rejected by the Lip work
ers at an October 12, 1973, general

assembly. The Giraud plan, while sup
posedly limiting layoffs to 159 work
ers, offered no guarantees that the
workers rehired on paper would actu
ally get their jobs back.
[The agreement finally accepted was

negotiated with Jose Bidegain, a leader
of the "progressive" wing of the Con-
seil National du Patronat Frangais
(National Council of French Employ
ers).

[Under the terms of the Bidegain
plan, 300 workers are to be rehired

by the end of March. Another 200 are

to be rehired by September 1, but
only if "the development of the firm
proceeds at a satisfactory rate." Those
not rehired are to be retrained for

other employment.
[The final clause of the agreement

states, "application of the present agree
ment is conditional upon the settlement

of aU contested questions." From the
employers' point of view, the num
ber one "contested question" is the re
turn of the Lip "war chesf — the stock
of watches the strikers appropriated
to protect their jobs, and the money
they earned from the "unofficial" pro
duction of watches during the factory
occupation.

[The following article, which ap
peared in the February 8 issue of
the French Trotskyist weekly Rouge,
is an analysis of the present stage
of the Lip struggle and the back-to-
work agreement. The translation is

by Intercontinental Press.]

Today we are in one of the most
difficult phases of the struggle. Lip

has a chance to take the offensive

against [Premier Pierre] Messmer. He
has more than once declared, "Lip
is finished!" but, lo and behold. Lip
is not finished. Lip has not been shut
down. But in order to turn this op
portunity into real gains, ail the Lip
workers must be rehired. Nothing,
however, is less certain. Furthermore,

the rehiring of the Lip workers is

conditional upon the smooth running
of the factory. The Bidegain plan in
effect contains a sort of moral anti-

strike clause: "If you go out on strike,

your fellow workers wiU not be re
hired." Braced by thisclause, theboss-
es lined up behind the Deslors/Cha-
ban-Delmas team have launched a

broad offensive aimed at demonstrat

ing the merits of "participation."

There is a danger that the Lip work

ers' opportunity to register real gains

will be taken away by a section of

the bourgeoisie. Lip employees are
conscious of this, for they declared

once again at the January 5 general

assembly:

"We completely agree with those who

say there is no such thing as a good

boss. In our opinion, Neuschwander

and his crew are simply bosses who

have come to make a profit. We have

already shown through our past ac
tions that we are quite aware of the

realities of capitalism, and that there

is no reason to fear we are going to
become integrated, welcome [new Lip

director Claude] Neuschwander with

open arms, and work hand in hand

with him in the front office. The aim

of this particular group of bosses is

to integrate the trade unions further

and secure a favorable political posi
tion for themselves. Lip is the first
step in this operation."

But unlike the situation last October

12, this time the Lip workers have

little choice. They cannot count on the

struggle being extended and, in par

ticular, they cannot count on the for

mation of a front of struggles around

the question of employment. A few

remarks must be made, however, con

cerning the conditions in the agree

ment.

(1) First of an, it is practically cer
tain, the local CFDT [Confederation

Frangaise Democratique du Travail

— French General Confederation of

Labor] leaders having themselves ac
knowledged it, that the negotiations
had been settled before they even be
gan.

This stands in contrast to the way
the Lip workers have always pub
licized talks with the bosses, partic
ularly during the discussions with Gi
raud, and it lends substance to the

bourgeoisie's campaign about the re
sults that can be obtained by reaching
a settlement between the "people in

charge."

(2)' Didn't they return their war
chest a little too quickly? Keeping it
was one way the Lip workers had

of guaranteeing that Neuschwander

would keep his promises: They could
have returned the war chest at the

same rate at which workers were to-

be rehired. Perhaps it wasn't possible
to force Bidegain to give in on this
point. Perhaps this was one of the

poiitical conditions imposed by those
who hold the power, a condition the
Lip workers were forced to accept,
given the present relationship of forces.
But that should have been explained
publicly.

(3) The principle of retraining has
been accepted, but difficulties are

emerging aiready. For exampie, Neu

schwander said yesterday, "There may
be no retraining classes before March
15." Why not demand that everyone
be rehired and that the work be shared

out among aU the workers, or that

the work be rotated? This would cost

hardly anything more, but it would
certainly guarantee employment for

everyone and enable the Lip workers
to maintain their unity. Furthermore,

Lip would once again be abie to point

the way forward for the working class.
After having shown that it is possible
to initiate a protracted struggle against
layoffs, they could demonstrate that,
once unemployment threatens, the so
lution for workers is the siiding scaie

of hours and wages — that is, the re
duction of hours of work with no loss

of pay.
(4) The function of the parity com

mission on empioyment and training

remains obscure in the agreement. It

is not clear just what its composition
wiU be and what power the workers
will have on it. The workers' repre

sentatives who serve on the commis

sion shouid be elected by the general

assembly, even if the trade-union rep-
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resentatives there are from the right

wing. Above all, they should regu
larly present the general assembly with
an account of how they have used

their mandate. "Control, yes; participa

tion, no!" must be the watchword on

this commission. The first test has

come up: Who are going to be the
first rehired? The workers' represen

tatives should impose their veto if the

bosses seek to rehire first those who

abandoned the strike and sought em
ployment elsewhere, but they have not
been given the authority to determine

whose name goes on the list of the
first 300 workers to be rehired.

The Lip struggle is therefore not
over. With aU due respect to [Parti

Austria

Socialiste Unifie leader] Michel Rocard,

the future depends much more on the
unity and combativity of the Lip work
ers than on Neuschwander's "indus

trial strategy." To assure this cohesive-

ness, they have decided to maintain the
unified structure of their struggle and
to initiate an information campaign to
counter bourgeois propaganda and the

Communist party's slander campaign.
In the weeks to come perhaps the

Lip workers will once again take up

their banners and leaflets and return

to the streets. That was considered

this morning. We, like them, must re
main vigilant, organize informational
meetings, and be prepared to fight
b ack. □

Swing to Left in Student Elections
By Raimund Loew

Vienna
Elections to the Osterreichische

Hochschiilerschaft [OH — Austrian
Student Organization] produced the
greatest leftward swing in Austrian
student elections since 1945. The re
sults threatened the absolute, uncon-
tested domination of reactionary and
bourgeois student organizations over
Austrian college students—a domina
tion that has probably been unique
in Europe.

In the January 16-17 voting, the
left organizations increased their
total vote by 14 percent over the
1970 results, while the bourgeois loss
es reached 12 percent. The bour
geois groups retained an overwhelm
ing majority on the Central Com
mittee, the highest body of the OH,
but are no longer able to conceal
the growth of student opposition to
their reactionary control.

During the 1960s in Austria, there
were only minimal beginnings of a
student movement, imported from
West Germany. Only in recent years
have parts of the student body be
gun to move, parallel with the for
mation of revolutionary organiza
tions.

In some institutes and faculties, stu
dents began to defend themselves
against the rationalization and regi

mentation of the student-factories that
were being carried out by the Social
Democratic government as part of
the educational reform it had intro
duced. At the same time, the anti-
imperialist movement took hold in
the universities: Solidarity actions
with Vietnam, Chile, the Greek peo
ple, and the liberation movements
in Africa took on a mass character.
This was influenced by the impact of
the worldwide rise in the revolutionary
movement on the consciousness of the
students. As the most sensible part
of the intelligentsia, they more and
more recognized that the crisis of
capitalism on a world scale would
not stop at the wooden barriers on
the Austrian border.

The OH elections must be seen
against this background. The elec
tions were a success for the entire
left. They increased the vote for the
Verband Sozialistischer Studenten Os-
terreichs [Union of Socialist Students
of Austria], which is close to the So-
zialistische Partei Osterreichs [Social
ist party of Austria] and which cam
paigned on a demagogic "left social-
isf program in the style of the West
German Sozialdemokratischer Hoch-
schulbund [Social Democratic College
Union].

But the results were also a suc

cess for the revolutionists against the
reformists. The Trotskyist list re
ceived 3 percent of the vote nation
ally, and in Vienna, which has the
most politicized climate, 5.6 percent.
The Maoists received 5% and 6.1%
respectivdy. Since both organizations
won seats in the Central Committee
(in addition to seats in lower bodies,
where the position of the revolution
ists is considerably better), the re
formists' witch-hunt against "ultraleft
splinter groups" was an obvious fail
ure.

The student organization of the
KPO [Kommunistische Partd Oster
reichs— Communist party of Austria]
in the nationwide vote received about
the same number of votes as the
CRM [Cruppe Revolutionare Marx-
isten—Revolutionary Marxist Croup,
Austrian section of the Fourth Inter
national], but only about half as
many in Vienna.

The results show the important
progress made by the CRM in the
last few years. It has been able to
sink roots in many cities. At the
university in Vienna, as the election
results among other things demon
strate, its political influence is nearly
as strong as that of the Maoists,
who only a year ago completdy
dominated the revolutionary left.

The bourgeois press commented in
dignantly that the elections showed
the impact of the "lefts," the "Com
munists," and "Trotskyists." The press
was right. The revolutionists did not
promise the students a more con
sistent representation, but propagan
dized in favor of connecting and
subordinating student struggles to
those of the working class and the
oppressed peoples.

The revolutionists did not set a
goal of "better" and "more demo
cratic" education within capitalism.
Rather they were concerned with
spurring the struggle of students
against education that serves cap
italism, and in favor of socialism
For the bourgeois and reformist or
ganizations in the universities, the
election results indicate a less-than-
rosy future. □

Enough to Moke Mussolini Blush
"It [an inquiry into oUprofiteering]seems

weU on its way to becoming Italy's worst
scandal since the collapse of Fascism."
— New York Times, Feb. 21.

Remember how much embarrassment
that caused!
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Blamed for Plot of Italian Neofascists

Valpreda Still Facing Frome-Up Charges

The frame-up trial of Pietro Val
preda, scheduled to open in Catanzaro
in Southern Italy sometime in March,
is fast being stripped of any shred of
credibility.

Valpreda, an anarchist, is charged
with participating in the December 12,

1969, bombing of the Bancadell' Agri-
coltura in Milan, in which sixteen peo

ple lost their lives and more than 100

were injured. Arrested soon after the
blast on the unsupported testimony of

a single witness, Valpreda was held
in pretrial detention for three years,

even though two neofascists were also

eventually arrested in connection with

the bombing.

Information and indictments recently

released by the public prosecutors in
Milan and Venice confirm the trumped-

up nature of the case against Valpreda.

According to the February 13 issue
of the Paris daily Le Monde, the prose
cutors have uncovered evidence that

the Milan bombing was part of a vast

right-wing conspiracy to discredit the

left, and that three neofascists —

Franco Freda, Giovanni Ventura, and

Marco Pozzan—were the ones who

carried out the bombing. Furthermore,

they charge, there is evidence indicat
ing the complicity of the military in

telligence service in the affair.

Freda and Ventura are the two who

were arrested while Valpreda was still
in jail. Pozzan has yet to be appre
hended. According to Le Monde, the
three are charged with being the "or
ganizers and promoters" not only of
the Milan bombing but also of twenty-
one other terror attacks that rocked

Italy between April and December
1969.

Others now under indictment in this

right-wing terror campaign include

Pino Rauti, leader of the neofascist

Italian Social Movement; oil magnate
Attilio Monti, reportedly one of Rauti's
financial backers; and neofascist jour

nalist Guido Giannettini.

The aim of the bombings, according
to a document by Giannettini now in

the possession of the prosecutors, was
to create a witch-hunt climate against

the left in which a government more

favorable to the right could come to
power. The document, dated May 4,

1969, speaks of "the possibility of a
wave of terror attacks in order to con

vince public opinion of the danger of
continuing the opening to the left."

Giannettini, a key figure in the con
spiracy, seems to have been perfectly
suited to his task. According to his
indictment, "he had ties to the chief of

staff of defense, was involved in es

pionage activities, had links to inter

national neofascist formations . . .

and was an expert in firearms and
explosives."

Other evidence uncovered in the in

vestigation shows the close involvement

of the military intelligence service, the
SID. According to the prosecutors, the
SID, for whom Giannettini reportedly
worked as a paid informer, was fully
informed about the neofascist bomb

ings but did nothing to prevent them.

When asked to confirm whether Gian

nettini was in fact an informer, the

SID refused to answer on grounds of
"national security."

In the face of this overwhelming

evidence that the neofascists are the

ones who carried out the bombings,

the government has still not given

up trying to pin the blame on the
left. The ministry of public affairs has

suggested that there are really three
possible explanations for the bomb
ings.

The first, which they now have a

difficult time denying, is that thebomb-
ings were the work of "a terrorist or
ganization inspired by neofascist ide
ology and the perspectives of construct
ing a totalitarian state." They are
further compelled to admit that this
"hypothesis" is bolstered by the fact

that "all the main figures in this com

plex inquiry appear to profess doc

trines that are close to national so

cialism."

The second hypothesis seeks to im

plicate the left once again by sug
gesting that Ventura might have been

attempting to carry out a "program

of infiltration and provocation" in left-

wing circles "with the sole aim of in
ducing them to undertake aggressive
acts for which they could then be de

nounced as bearing sole responsi

bility."

The third hypothesis suggests that
Italian Maoist currents are being con

sidered as scapegoats. The ministry

states: "The pro-Chinese left, as well
as the right wing, are both deeply
concerned, for opposite reasons, about

the perspective of the Communist Par
ty participating in the government;

this could have been the point at which

the interests of opposing extremist

groups coincided."

This outlandish suggestion is quite

in keeping with thegovernment's frame-

up case against Valpreda. The sole
evidence against him is the statement

of a taxi driver —now dead —that he

dropped Valpreda off near the bank

the day of the bombing. Important

evidence conflicting with the taxi
driver's story was suppressed by three

top police officials, who have charges

pending against them in the matter.

Finally, the truth is long overdue

about the mysterious death of Giu

seppe Pinelli, the anarchist who al-

iegedly "fell or jumped" from a win

dow at the Milan police headquarters
while being questioned about the bank

bombing. □

Police Attack
Nigerian Students

Nigerian police attacked a student
demonstration held in Ibadan, seventy
miles northeast of Lagos, on February
1, touching off a wave of student ac
tions throughout the country. The dem
onstration was called in memory of a
student killed during a protest three
years ago.

Over the next two days, student pro
tests were held at four universities in
Ibadan, Lagos, Zaria, and Ife. In
Lagos five policemen were taken cap
tive and held on the university cam
pus. Police attacked the university with
tear gas. Sixteen government vehicles
were seized or burned and police sta
tions were attacked in Ibadan and
Zaria.

The government closed the four uni
versities and questioned more than
150 students and campus workers.
T.A. Fagbola, the deputy inspector
general of the Nigerian police force,
said that the student actions that led
to the police attack in Ibadan on Feb
ruary 1 showed that the students "were
preparing themselves for a confronta
tion with the police and with the gov
ernment." □
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Students, Workers Protest High Prices

Army Rebellion Ousts Ethiopian Cabinet
By Ernest Harsch

"More rapidly and brutally than

anywhere else on the African conti
nent, the famine in Ethiopia has
sparked an endemic popular discon

tent and has been a permanent factor

of instability," wrote the February 24-

25 Le Monde. This general discontent
erupted during the last two weeks of
February in a series of strikes, dem
onstrations, and clashes with the po

lice in Addis Ababa, the capital of
Ethiopia. A rebellion by large sections

of the military, and the consequent

fall of Emperor Haile Selassie's cab
inet, were clear indications of the in

stability of the regime in the face of
severe economic problems, the grow
ing restiveness of the students and
urban workers, and the difficulties of

maintaining "law and order."

On February 18, about 3,500 taxi
drivers in Addis Ababa went on strike

to protest higher fuel prices and an
increase in licensing fees. The same
d^ teachers began a wildcat strike

in response to an arbitrarily announc

ed move by the regime to overhaul
the educational system. Later, employ
ees of Ethiopian Airlines also struck.
Clashes with the police began after

the taxi drivers, who were joined by

students and "idlers," began to stone

buses and brought all public trans
port to a standstill.
A communique issued by the regime

on the night of February 21 declared

that "the police have received the order

to shoot on sight anyone causing
trouble." In addition, 1,500 soldiers

moved into the capital. WhUe a police
statement said that only three persons

were killed and twenty-two wounded,

student leaders and foreign residents

said that between ten and twenty peo

ple were kiUed. More than 1,000 pro

testers were arrested in the course of

the week's disturbances.

Selassie announced a few conces

sions on February 24, ordering a

slight decrease in the price of fuel
and promising to control the prices

of basic necessities. The study aimed

at modifying the educational system
was suspended and he promised that

the wage demands of the teachers

would be "studied speedily." At the end
of the same speech, Selassie ordered
a pay increase for the military and,
according to the February 26 Le
Monde, "ordered strict measures

against anyone guilty of committing
acts of violence or disturbing the

peace."

No sooner had "order" been tem

porarily restored in Addis Ababa than

"M
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sections of the Ethiopian military stag
ed a rebeUion, involving at ieast 10,-

000 soldiers and gaining the support
of most of the lower ranks and junior
officers. On February 26, troops of

the 2nd Army Division took over Ethi
opia's second largest city, Asmara,
in Eritrea, closing the airport, banks,
local tdecommunications offices, and

roads to the capital. The governor
general of Eritrea and a number of
senior officers, including the com
mander of the 2nd Division, were

placed under house arrest.

Although the troops had been grant
ed a pay increase two days before,
they termed it insufficient, citing the

fact that they were in the "front lines"
of the war against the guerrillas of
the Eritrean Liberation Front, who

have been struggling for the indepen
dence of Eritrea for thirteen years.

The mutiny quickly spread to the
headquarters of the 1,700-man Ethi
opian Navy at the Red Sea port of
Masawa. The breaking off of com
munications with the eastern city of
Harar led to speculation that troops

of the 3rd Division, headquartered
there, had also joined the rebellion.
On February 28, a paratroop bat
talion seized control of the air force

base southeast of the capital and air
force planes flew over Addis Ababa.
The next day troops took over the
Addis Ababa International Airport
and air force helicopters flew over the
capital dropping leaflets by paratroop
ers, air force units, and other military
personnel stating: "We will not fight
against the 2nd Division."
The emperor at first responded by

rejecting the demands for higher pay.
He sent the army chief of staff and
two other generals to Asmara to ne
gotiate with the mutineers, but they
were taken hostage and the troops
demanded "total acceptance" of their
demands. During a speech to troops

in Addis Ababa on February 28, Se

lassie called on the armed forces to

"do as you are commanded." But when
it became clear that the mutiny was

spreading, Selassie backed down.
In a broadcast on the evening of

February 28, it was announced that
the cabinet had submitted its resigna

tion to the emperor. Later, the official
Ethiopian press agency confirmed that
Selassie had accepted the resignations
of Premier Aklilou Abde Wold and

the eighteen other ministers. He then
appointed Endalkachew Makonnen as
the new premier and announced fur
ther pay increases for the troops, al
though the raises were less than the
soldiers had demanded.

The troops, who during the course

of their mutiny professed their con

tinued loyalty to the emperor, accepted
Selassie's offer, at least for the mo

ment. They dismantled the roadblocks

to Asmara and returned to their bar

racks.

Others, however, were less than hap

py with the appointment of the new

premier. Students and unemployed
youths marched through the streets

of Addis Ababa on March 1, denounc-
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ing the appointment of Makonnen.
They chanted slogans such as: "We
want democracy!" "Throw out the new

prime minister and hang the old prime
minister!" and "Leaders should be

elected!"

The police and troops forcibly dis
persed the demonstrators, using tear
gas and wounding some of the pro
testers with shotgun blasts.

The new premier said to reporters
the same day, while students chanted
outside his window: "My information

in messages, including those from the
armed forces, is the encouragement
that everybody, except radicals who
want to go further than realities will

permit, is prepared to give me a

chance." Others were more dubious

about the premier's "chances." An "in

formed source" told the March 2 New

York Times that "the Premier . . . may

have difficulty surviving politically."
One diplomat, however, seemed more

worried about the general situation

than simply the premier's chances of
survival. "The fact is," he told the

Times, "that nobody has the slight

est idea how all of this is going to

come out." □

'Countries Could Disappear From the Map'

Hundreds of Thousands Dead in African Famine
"For the last year, one grim image

has been running through the mind
of Moise Pensah, one of the brilliant
new generation of African administra
tors who runs the [United Nations]
Food and Agricultural Organization
for West Africa. It is the memory of
a  tribe in northern Chad, a tribe
ravaged by eight years of drought.
AU their cattle were dead and most of
their camels. Their undernourished
children were too weak to resist an
outbreak of diphtheria. But they begged
Mr. Pensah to send no drugs. Starva
tion, they told him, would be too slow
a death. Let diphtheria rage."

Stories such as this, reported by
Martin Walker in the February 24
New York Times, are becoming in
creasingly common in the area south
of the Sahara Desert, which has been
laid waste by five years of drought
and famine. While precise figures on
the extent of the devastation are scarce
and large parts of the affected region
are almost inaccessible, the visible
symptoms of the famine give ample
testimony to its seriousness and ex
tent: mass grave sites, abandoned vil
lages, squalid refugee camps on the
outskirts of the cities or along the
main roads, and waves of peasants
and villagers fleeing their homes in
search of food or employment.

The famine began in the Sahel, the
belt of six formerly French-ruled coun
tries that border the southern part
of the Sahara: Senegal, Mauritania,
Mali, Upper Volta, Niger, and Chad.
In 1973 the famine spread to parts
of Ethiopia, claiming as many as 100,-
000 lives there. Addeke H. Boerma, the
director general of the Food and Agri
cultural Organization (FAO), said after

a tour of the six sub-Sahara coun
tries that the drought and famine in
that region is worse this year than
it was in 1973. For the first time,
the drought has also spread to Ni
geria and Cameroon, reaching cri
sis proportions in their northern re
gions. In East Africa the drought has
spread to more parts of Ethiopia and
has begun to affect parts of Kenya
and Somalia.

Upper Volta Agricultural Minister
Antoine Dakoure, who is also the West
African intergovernmental relief co
ordinator, warned, according to the
February 11 Washington Post, that
"without fast emergency relief 200,000
people may die of starvation in re
mote corners of the Sahel."

"International relief groups," the Post
continued, "estimate that between 50,-
000 and 100,000 persons have died
in northern Ethiopia from drought
or famine-related diseases. No estimate
has been made of the death toll in
West Africa, but thousands of nomads
are known to have died last year.

"About 2 million persons have been
left destitute by the drought in West
Africa and another 1.2 million have
needed emergency assistance in
Ethiopia, with as many as 63,000
living in relief camps at one point."

The FAO estimated that one fourth
of the cattle in the six West African
countries perished last year. In Up
per Volta more than half of the cat
tle died, and in one part of Niger
all the cattle and nine-tenths of the
camels were dead. Without the live
stock it would be difficult to till even
those areas where crops could stUI
be grown.

According to Walker, a Manchester

Guardian correspondent who special
izes in Africa, Senegal has suffered
the least of the six Sahel countries
Yet the modern port city of Dakar,
and the other major towns, are sur
rounded by disease-ridden shanty-
towns inhabited by displaced peasants
and nomads. The drought also has
destroyed the peanut crop, which ac
counts for 50 percent of Senegal's for
eign exchange earnings.

In Upper Volta, which according to
officials of the U.S. Agency for Inter
national Development (AID) has also
been less affected by the drought than
the other countries, more than 600
villages have been wiped out.

In Chad the estimate of the number
who have died so far begins at 20,-
000. Walker reports that about two-
thirds of the cattle there have died.

Mauritania appears to be one of
the most devastated of the stricken
countries. Walker noted: "Malnutrition
and the nomads' difficulty in digesting
Western aid food contributed to the
ravages of cholera, measles and diph
theria. Even in 'normal' times, one out
of every two children dies before the
age of 5."

A report in the February 24-25 Le
Soir, published in Brussels, said that
as many as 250,000 children were in
danger of dying in Niger. After visit
ing the interior of the country. Presi
dent Diori Hamani declared to the
press: "I went through the great famine
of 1931. But never since that time
have I witnessed so heartbreaking a
sight as what is now taking place in
Chindabaraden, Kaou, and the area
around 11161a and Tahoua. The situa
tion is very, very serious, especially
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for the young children."
Many of the Tuareg tribespeople in

Meili have fled into Upper Volta and

Niger to escape the famine, and re
pression by the central government.
At a shantytown of 6,000 Tuaregs
outside of Niamey, Niger, 1,200 graves
had been filled by November. A report
in the February 6 Le Monde indicated
that the military regime in Mali was

discouraging international aid to the
Tuaregs in an effort to wipe them out.
The nomadic Tuaregs had long been a

political problem for the regime.
Nigeria, the world's largest exporter

of peanuts, will not be able to ship
any peanuts in 1974 because of the

drought, which ruined part of the crop.
The peanut, cocoa, and coffee crops

of Cameroon, Dahomey, Togo, Ghana,
and the Ivory Coast were also af
fected by the lack of rain.
Speaking in Ouagadougou, Upper

Volta, on February 21, United Na

tions Secretary General Kurt Wald-
heim said: "K sufficient action isn't

taken in the next few months, countries

could disappear from the face of the
map. We risk destroying whole peo

ples in the afflicted areas and the de
struction of a number of countries.

It is our moral duty to avoid this
tragedy." He also noted, in the words
of the February 22 New York Times,
that "governments would not be able
to withstand the pressures of major

social dislocations" caused by the fam
ine and the migrations of the refugees. □

Niger Capitalists Coin Profits From Famine
Most of the students and professors

who were arrested in Niger last Oc
tober for taking part in demonstra
tions and strikes are stili in prison,
without having yet come to trial, ac
cording to a report by Fode Amadou
published in the February 18 Paris
weekly, Afrique-Asie. The report was
based on discussions and interviews
with students in Niger.

The student upsurge there, the ar
ticle noted, was fueled by the country's
worsening problems: the severity of
the drought and the famine, the re
gime's corrupt and bureaucratic mis
management of international relief aid,
the inadequacies of the educational
system, the government's use of re
pression against its critics, and the
continuing influence of French im
perialism.

The students traced part of the rea
son for the famine to the economic
priorities of the imperialists. While the
production of foodstuffs declined as
a result of the severe drought, the
government still forced many of the
peasants to raise peanuts and cotton,
Niger's major export products, rather
than the much needed food grains. Rice
fieids were converted to sugar with the
aid of technical experts from Taiwan.
While thousands of people starved to
death in the hinterlands or died in the
refugee camps from normaUy minor
diseases aggravated by malnutrition,
the fruits and vegetables destined for
export to France seemed always avail
able. The export of meat rose 30 per

cent at the same time that much of
the cattle in the country was dead or
dying: Ranch owners bought up the
cattle at low prices, fattened them, and
sold them at a high profit in Nigeria
and Dahomey. In August, at the peak
of the drought, the regime in Niamey
signed an agreement with Paris to in
crease the cultivation of peanuts.

The interest in profits not only has
determined which crops would be
raised, but also affected the distribu
tion of international relief aid. The
local committees charged with the dis
tribution of food, largely composed
of members of the only legal party
in the country, the Parti Progressiste
Nig^rien (Progressive party of Niger),
actually sdi the food to the peasants.
They sell the sorghum (which had
previously been used to feed cattle,
but now serves as "food" for the famine
victims) at twice its normal price, pock
eting the difference.

Even to obtain the right to buy a
sack of sorghum, the peasant usually
has to work for three days in the
fields of the president of the local "re
lief" committee. Often, when the peo
ple in an area no longer have enough
money to buy the food, the profiteers
simply pack it up and ship it to famine-
stricken Mali, where black-market
prices are also very high.

The only area where the food has
been distributed free is in the northern
plateau region, where Niger's uranium
mines, which are being developed by
French interests, are located. One min

ister of the French government even
visited the area and helped distribute
the "aid."

The first student action, on February
14, 1973, was the distribution of a
leaflet denouncing the regime's en
forced "savings" plan, to which every
person in the country had to "con
tribute." The fund was used to buy
grain from the big wholesalers, which
the Office of Food Produce then sold,
keeping the profits.

When the regime in Naimey did not
respond to the students' demands, they
distributed another leaflet. The minis
ter of national education responded by
stating that it might no longer be pos
sible to support and educate the stu
dents free. In April, the students at
one school passed out leaflets assign
ing the responsibility for the famine to
the government. In June, the professors
in Naimey published statements con
demning the French influence in the
educational system. At the same time,
a number of strikes broke out: post
office employees, textile workers, radio
personnel, and the workers of Somair,
which exploits the uranium deposits.

On July 13, the beginning of the
school vacation, the regime saw its
chance to clamp down. The teachers
were exiled to the provinces, and on
July 23 the government announced
that the student boarding houses would
be abolished. The next month the army
and the precinct administrations were
reorganized. Following these repres
sive measures, the Student Union of
Niger published two documents on
the famine and the campus unrest,
and thirty-seven professors got to
gether to clarify their positions on
the problems of education in Niger.

At a public meeting on August 30,
President Diori Hamani declared: "We
have done everything possible to com
bat the drought. We have spared no
efforts or prayers. We have even ar
ranged to obtain the services of an
American company to seed the clouds."
He went on to announce that the cattle
tax would be abolished, hardly a ma
jor concession, since most of the tax
able cattle were dead.

He and the other two speakers at
the meeting, the minister of education
and the president of the National As
sembly, then got to the heart of their
message: The college and high-school
dormitories would be closed, sincethey
were "too expensive," and the distribu
tion of leailets would no longer be
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permitted. The next day the Student
Union of Niger was dissolved and
the thirty-seven professors were ar
rested.

The day the schools reopened, Sep
tember 15, police forces massed in
Niamey to prevent any student pro
tests. But on October 22, a student

strike broke out, demanding that the
dormitories be reopened, the ban on
the Student Union be lifted, and the

repression against the teachers be halt
ed. Declaring that the student actions

were part of a "national conspiracy,"
the government arrestea another 200
students, professors, and campus
workers.

The strike lasted more than three

months, forcing the regime to back

down on some points. It agreed to

give the students monthly payments
in compensation for the closing of the
dormitories. But President Diori

Hamani stated that the imprisoned

students and professors would have
to "pay for their acts." □

Bangladesh

Press, Lawyers Hit Special Powers Act
On February 6, one day after

the Bangladesh National Assembly
passed the Special Powers Act, which
gave the government sweeping new
powers of repression, the Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ)
issued a statement demanding the re
peal of the act and calling upon the
people of Bangladesh actively to pro
test against the law. One week later
the Dacca District Bar Association
also called for the repeal of the act,
and aU other "black laws."

The statement released by the BFUJ,
reprinted in the February 17 issue of
Holiday, a leftist weekly published in
Dacca, noted the sections of the
Special Powers Act that put restric
tions on the freedom of the press. "The
new law contains clauses providing
scope for imposing restrictions on
publication of news items," the state
ment said. "The law even empowers
the government to take action against
press, printer, publisher, reporter and
editor for a news item that had been
published even before the passing of
the law itself. It has been further ob
served that the law empowers the gov
ernment to call for security deposits
from newspapers. The iaw even em
powers the government to interpret
any news item —printed or anticipated,
whether based on facts or not—as
contrary to maintenance of law and
order for taking action. These clauses
of the law bear testimony of Pakistani
colonial military rule. The democratic
right to expression is denied by the
law."

The statement ended: "So, the BFUJ
demand the repeal of the 'Special

Powers Act' and caU for active pro
testation against the law."

A resolution adopted at the Feb
ruary 13 meeting of the Dacca
District Bar Association followed a
similar vein: "All the worst provisions
of the hated Safety Act, Public Safety
Ordinance, and the Press and Publica
tions Ordinance of the colonial Brit
ish and fascist Pakistani regimes and
of the Scheduled Offence of the present

government have been incorporated in
the Special Powers Act. The Special
Powers Act provides for many pre
ventive measures, such as preventive
detention without trial, pre-censorship
of newspapers, proscription of objec
tionable publications, security deposit
for presses and publications, and pro
hibition of founding objectionable as
sociations and organisations, or re
striction of activities of such associa
tions and organisations. Thus the
Act makes a heinous attempt to take
away the fundamental rights of the
people and the freedom of the press.
In view of this, the meeting strongly
demands immediate repeal of the Act.

"The meeting notes with anxieties
and worries that unbridled powers
have been entrusted to an irregular
force like the [Jatiya] Rakkhi Bahini
[National Defense Forces] and de
mands immediate withdrawal of such
powers from the Bahini.

"The meeting with deep regret and
anxiety observes that, one after
another, black laws are being made
with a view to restricting the jurisdic
tion of courts as well as bypassing the
courts. It strongly demands repeal of
aU black laws and introduction of a
democratic legal system." □

Pakistani Regime Recognizes Bangladesh
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BHUTTO: "I don't say I like this."

Before the opening of a conference
of Muslim countries held in Lahore,
Pakistan, Pakistani Prime Minister

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto announced on
February 22 that his regime would
recognize the existence of Bangladesh.
"In the name of Allah," he said, "and
on behalf of the peoples of this
country, I declare that we are recog
nizing Bangladesh." He added: "I
don't say I like this decision. I
don't say my heart is happy. This
is not an auspicious day for me but
we can't change the reality."

Bhutto's previous justification for
not recognizing Bangladesh was the
dispute over the Pakistani prisoners
of war still being held in Bangladesh.
WhUe most of the prisoners had been
returned to Pakistan, the regime of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had publicly
announced that it intended to try 195
of them for atrocities carried out
during Bangladesh's struggle for in
dependence in 1971, in which the
Pakistani forces killed up to 2 million
Bengalis.

Bhutto's decision to recognize the
Rahman regime was announced after
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a meeting of the foreign ministers of
thirty-seven Muslim countries on
February 21. A seven-member dele
gation flew to Dacca to meet with Rah

man. The February 23 Washington

Post reported: "A Pakistani govern

ment source said a seven-member

'goodwill mission,' which went from

the summit conference to Dacca to

speak to Mujib, was given a verbal

assurance that the trials would not

be held."

The Washington Post speculated that
Pakistani recognition of Bangladesh

might lead to Peking's abandonment

of its campaign to keep Bangladesh

out of the United Nations and

eventually to the establishment of
diplomatic ties between Peking and
Dacca. Because of its diplomatic
agreements with the Pakistani regime,
Peking opposed Bangladesh's in
dependence struggle in 1971. How
ever, since the end of 1973, Dacca has

hinted that it would like to establish

diplomatic relations, and possibly
trade ties, with Peking. In January,
Dacca sent an unofficial envoy, Faiz

Ahmed, to Peking to deliver messages

and establish informal contacts. □

Despite Disorganization of Opposition

Marcos Still Unable to Achieve 'Stability*
By Antero Nanhaya

Manila
February 18 — Muslim revolution

aries, who have long controlled the
entire island of Jolo except for the
capital city of the same name, on
February 7 infiltrated the capital and
seized it with the support of the mayor
and the police force, immediately es
tablishing control over the airport and
pier. The attack was coordinated with
the seizure of seven towns in Minda
nao, Kauswagan, and Kapatagan in
Lanae del Norte province and five
towns in Cotabato province.

In Jolo, the Philippine Air Force
replied with saturation bombing raids
and strafing of the city, while offshore
naval artillery maintained a steady
bombardment. The entire city was
burned and destroyed, and civilian
casualties were estimated by the Mus
lims at 3,000.

The first news of the Muslim of
fensive appeared in Manila news
papers one week later. According to
the February 14 Manila Times Jour
nal, Information Secretary Tatadsaid:
"The Government forces drove out the
rebels with the use of ground forces
ferried by helicopters" and that "the
retreating rebels set fire to some build
ings." Three days later. Defense Secre
tary Enrile held a press conference in
which he admitted that two F-86 sabre
jets were lost in the Joio operation,
and that among the destroyed build
ings was the local mosque. Apparent
ly, the jet fighters just happened to be
passing through and the Muslims

March 1 1, 1974

burned their own mosque.
The cooperation of the municipal

officials in the armed Muslim occupa
tion of Jolo puts to scorn previous
claims by Marcos that such elements
had pledged support to his regime.
The much publicized pledges and sur-
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renders of Muslim officials and fighters
are in most cases propaganda stunts.
Such officials will say anything re
quired of them when their town is
under military control, and it is easy
for the soldiers to round up a few hun
dred men for the tyrant's camera crew.

The government charges the Muslim

revolutionaries with being Maoist, but
aU the pertinent evidence contradicts
this. The Maoist Communist party of
the Philippines (GPP), active chiefly in
Luzon, has never claimed organized
adherents among the Muslims, al
though it has exaggerated its strength
elsewhere. The nominally Maoist for
mer university professor Nur Misuari,
fighting with the revolutionaries in
Jolo, has made the pilgrimage to
Mecca. The Philippine Maoists have
never programmatically recognized the
right of the Muslims to secession, but
have appealed to them on the basis
of—patriotism!

The Maoist GPP and its New Peo
ple's Army have announced that they
expect a long, protracted struggle.
Many of their contacts with the work
ers and peasants have been broken
and some of their best militants have
been killed or captured. Of those
who have surrendered, or been
captured, some who had bourgeois
backgrounds have been permitted to
use family influence and bribes to win
release from detention in order to
return to academic or other careers.
Nearly anything can be purchased in
the detention camps from the corrupt
officers and guards — for example, an
outside telephone call (strictly pro
hibited) usually costs about 10 pesos
(US$1.50).

Last December 13, Bal Pinguei and
fourteen other radicals escaped from
the military stockade for political pris
oners at Gamp Vicente Lim in La-
guna province. Pinguei was formerly
national spokesman for Kabataang
Makabayan [Nationalist Youth], one
of two large youth groups associated
with the GPP.

The members of the PKP (Partido
Komunista ng Pilipinas —Philippine
Gommunist party), an uninfluential
diminishing sect, have decided to give
overt support to Marcos in an effort
to sway him towards greater friendship
with the Kremlin bureaucracy. This
unprincipled betrayal of the needs of
the Philippine workers and peasants
precipitated a split in the old party,
with the more militant youthful ele
ments forming the "Marxist-Leninist
Group." The old-guard conservative
remnants, led by the Jose' Lava dy
nasty, and suspected of having back
handed Hes with the government's
armed forces, have murdered four
members of the Marxist-Leninist
Group, which despite its steps to the



left, paradoxically proclaims utmost
fidelity to the bureaucratic caste

headed by Brezhnev. They are incapa
ble of noticing that the Lava faction's
cuddling-up to Marcos stems directly
from policies emanating from Moscow.

Marcos has arrested, deported, and
intimidated various members of the

clergy for their criticisms of the brutal

excesses of his uniformed goons, but
only a tiny minority of them are in

volved in exposing the lies of the dic
tatorship. Small armed guerrilla
groups of radicalized Christians exist

on the island of Panay and near Da-
vao in Mindanao.

A semiofficial spokesman for the left
wing of the Catholic hierarchy, Raiil
Manglapus, is in the United States
trying to muster support for a return

to liberal democracy in the Philippines.
His appeal is to the U. S. Congress
and the Philippine army! Manglapus

claims the backing of a large clan

destine pacifist organization known as
the "Filipino Freedom Fighters," but
along with having no program, the
organization, as far as can be deter

mined, also has no members.

Philippine workers are in a mood

of desperation with the most recent
attacks on their standard of living.
In the last year alone, food prices

have jumped an average of 175 per
cent, and other essential commodities

even more. Matches are now 20 cen-

tavos a box compared with 5 cen-

tavos a year ago, and fuel prices

have tripled. Despite the recent rice
harvests, the staple cereal is scarce
and expensive because, according to
the government, the farmers are
hoarding the grain in anticipation of

a repetition of last year's June to Sep
tember rice shortage.
Sugar is unavailable except atblack-

market prices because the sugar trusts
find it more profitable to export. Sugar

is the country's primary agricultural

export, amounting to well over $200
million yearly, and it is sold to the

United States at preferential rates
through the sugar quota system. The
imperialist subsidy of the reactionary
sugar barons, who pay starvation

wages to their field workers on a sea
sonal basis, is utilized mainly for poli

tical purposes.

Salaries of the slum-living urban

proletariat have remained fixed at 8
pesos (US$1.20) a day before tax
deductions, their level before the im
position of martial law in September

1972. The unions have been dissolved to exist until their leaders have ex-

completely except for a few bureau- hausted past union dues in attending
cratic remnants, which will continue conferences at resort hotels. □

New Zealand Capitalists Join in Plunder
By Peter Rotherham

[The following article is reprinted
from the February 15, 1974, issue
of the revolutionary-socialist fortnight
ly Socialist Action, published in Wel
lington. ]

"The recent violent riots in Indo
nesia protesting against Japanese eco
nomic domination and imperialism
may seem a world away from New
Zealand.

"It may be a surprise to many peo
ple, but there are similar feelings stir
ring against outside economic dbm-
ination in Fiji.

"But there, the main target is not
Japan but Australia and, to a lesser
extent. New Zealand and the United
States."

It was in this vein that an article
on the finance page of the January
22 Dominion took up the question of
New Zealand's participation in the
economic exploitation of Fiji. Headed
"Is Fiji a colony of Australia and
NZ?", the article seemed mainly de
signed as a warning to "businessmen
and governments in Australia and
New Zealand" of the possible conse
quences of this economic exploitation.

The Dominion article was written
in response to a book which appeared
recently in Suva. Entitled "Fiji —A De
veloping Australian Colony" and pro
duced by a group of Fijian graduates
and students, this work apparently
upset the Dominiori s editors by focus
ing on the degree to which foreign
business interests dominate the Fijian
economy. While the book deals most
of its blows at Australian business
interests. New Zealand firms do not
escape unscathed.

Among the businesses which the Do
minion says are "taken to task" in
the book are the Union Steam Ship
Company and the Fruit Distributors'
Company. The Union Steam Ship
Company is honoured with a special
mention for the manner in which it

arbitrarily increases freight charges,
without even a pretence at consulting
the Fijian government. Other New
Zealand companies which get a men
tion in the book include Trans Hold
ings, Clyde Engineering, Tip Top Ice
Cream —a Wattie subsidiary — Rolls
Aluminium, and Alex Harvey In
dustries.

In documenting the role of such
companies in the Fijian economy, the
book's authors point to the impos
sibility of Fiji achieving full political
independence under conditions of for
eign economic domination, and to the
way such domination leads to social
dislocation and cultural exploitation.

The Dominion editors do not deny
that Fiji is economically exploited; as
they have to admit, the book in.ques
tion is "well-researched," and besides,
fewer and fewer people are taken in
these days by the well-worn cliches
about foreign businesses performing
a noble Christian duty in helping the
semi-colonial world to "develop."

Instead, the editors tacitly admit all
the evidence of economic exploitation,
and simply call on the business world
to exercise a little caution.

The Dominion's advice would ap
pear to be very timely. The January
31 issue of the same newspaper re
ported the remarks made by James
Raman, general secretary of the Fijian
Trade Union Congress, at a trade-
union seminar in Wellington. On the
question of "foreign aid," Raman had
some rather radical opinions. "To rich
countries, aid is mainly a form of
insurance against the future, a way
of maintaining certain political bal
ances, to guarantee the protection of
their interests," Raman said.

He went on to say that the solution
to underdevelopment would have to
come from underdeveloped countries
themselves, and that the role of the
workers was to unify themselves and
free poor countries from foreign ex
ploitation. □
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More Indictments Expected

Investigations Drawing Closer to Nixon

By Allen Myers

Special Watergate prosecutor Leon
Jaworski, the March 4 issue of News-

week observed, "has dropped a series
of public hints, aimed mainly at the

House impeachment inquiry, that he
has come upon some 'quite meaning

ful' evidence touching on Mr. Nixon;

his public delicacy, according to one

well-connected Washington lawyer,

masked a private prosecutorial judg
ment that he has 'got the President

cold.'"

The Newsweek report was written
before March 1, the date on which

seven high-ranking figures in the Nix

on gang were accused in a thirteen-

count indictment by one of the three
Watergate grand juries. It was evident

from the proceedings before Judge
John Sirica that the grand jurors

shared the opinion attributed to Jawor

ski: In addition to the indictment, the

jurors turned over to Sirica a sealed

envelope and a briefcase reported to

contain charges and evidence of Nix

on's personal involvement in the Wa
tergate cover-up.

"The Watergate grand jurors," James
M. Naughton reported in a March
2 dispatch to the New 'tork Times,
"concluded that President Nixon was

involved in the Watergate cover-up
and they decided a month or more
ago to urge the courts to turn over

their conclusions and evidence to the

House impeachment inquiry, well-

placed sources said today. . . .

"The sources said that at least 19

of the 23 members of the grand jury

had agreed to take some action that

would hold that Mr. Nixon had a role

in the cover-up."

The jurors were reported to have

expressed the desire to indict Nixon
but to have been persuaded by Jawor

ski that the U.S. Constitution would

not permit the indictment of an in

cumbent president.
"One source close to the Watergate

investigation," Naughton reported,
"said that within recent weeks some of

the grand jurors still wanted to indict

the President and that the prosecutors

had had a difficult time dissuading

them."

Although the actual contents of the
report to Sirica are still secret, the
indictment itself indicates at least two

areas where a charge against Nixon

is clearly implied.
Count seven, which charges H.R.

Haldeman, former chief of the White

House staff, with perjury, supports

the testimonv of John Dean that at

DEAN: Charges against Nixon supported
by indictments.

one meeting Nixon said there would
be "no problem" in raising as much
as $1 million to buy the silence of

the Watergate burglars. When he testi
fied before the Senate Watergate com
mittee last July, Haldeman gave a
version of the meeting that conflicted

with Dean's. Haldeman said he had

listened to the White House tape re
cording of the meeting, which occurred
March 21, 1973, and quoted Nixon

as saying, "There is no problem in

raising a million dollars, we can do
that, but it would be wrong." The
grand jury charged that Haldeman
lied when he added the phrase 'but

it would be wrong."
Another likely charge against Nixon

would also concern the date March

21, 1973. The indictment lists six
"overt acts" beginning that day that
resulted in payoffs to the burglars
as part of the cover-up conspiracy.
The flrst occurred at a meeting in

the White House Oval Office. The in

dictment does not mention Nixon by

name in regard to the meeting, but
other participants testified earlier be
fore the Watergate committee that Nix
on was present at that meeting.
The former positions of those in

dicted would by itself be sufficient to
indicate that Nixon's name was omit

ted solely because of the constitutional
objection raised by the prosecutors.
The accused include the four men who,

before the scandal broke, were con

sidered the most powerful and influ-"
ential persons around Nixon. They
are Haldeman; former domestic ad
viser John Ehrlichman; former Attor

ney General John Mitchell, who was
also Nixon's top political adviser and
the director of the Committee to Re-

elect the President (CREEP); and

Charles Colson, special counsel to the

president, who was the top White
House staff member for political mat

ters and was also known as the head

of the "office of dirty tricks."

The other three persons indicted
were Cordon Strachan, Haldeman's

chief assistant; CREEP attorney Ken

neth W. Parkinson; and Robert Mar-

dian, an aide to Mitchell during the

campaign and earlier the head of a
Justice Department unit set up to pros
ecute radicals.

All seven were charged with par

ticipating in a conspiracy from the
date of the Watergate arrests (June

17, 1972) "up to and including the

date of the filing of this indictment."

The purpose of the conspiracy, the

indictment charges, was "to obstruct

justice," "to make false statements to

a Government agency," "to make false
declarations," and to prevent the CIA
and FBI from transacting "their of
ficial business honestly and impartial

ly, free from corruption, fraud, im
proper and undue influence, dishon

esty, unlawful impairment and ob

struction."

All except Mardian are also charged
with other crimes. Mitchell, who was

already on trial in New York in a

case growing out of a campaign con-
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tribution made in exchange for a

promise to help the donor out of dif

ficulties with a federal agency, is ad

ditionally charged with obstruction of

justice, false statements to the FBI,

false statements to the grand jury,
and perjury.

Haldeman is accused of obstruction

of justice and perjury.
The additional charges against Ehr-

lichman are obstruction of justice, false
statements to the FBI, and false state

ments to the grand jury.

Colson is additionally accused of
obstruction of justice, as is Parkinson.

The other charges against Strachan
are obstruction of justice and false

statements to the grand jury.
A few days before the indictment

was presented, another top-level Nix

on gangster pleaded guilty to crim

inal charges as part of a deal with

the prosecutors. Herbert Kalmbach,

formerly Nixon's personal attorney,

on February 25 admitted running an

illegal $4 million campaign fund dur
ing the 1970 Congressional elections.

He also pleaded guilty to a charge

of offering an ambassadorial appoint
ment in exchange for a $100,000 cam
paign contribution.

When the Watergate cover-up began

to come unstuck last year, the White
House announced that Kalmbach had

been dismissed as Nixon's attorney,

but Kalmbach has recently told re

porters that he is still Nixon's lawyer
in some matters. Kalmbach is expected

to be a witness against the seven men

indicted March 1 — and perhaps
against Nixon himself.

Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein

reported in the February 26 Wash

ington Post that Kalmbach had al
ready given the prosecutors "an ac

counting of about $6 million in secret
contributions and expenditures of two
secret funds for the political campaigns

of 1970 and 1972, according to in

formed sources." They quoted their

sources as saying that Kalmbach

would testify that Haldeman had or

ganized the illegal $4 million fund of
1970.

The reporters also indicated that
Kalmbach might have some things
to say about both Erhlichman and
Nixon:

"According to knowledgeable sour
ces, Kalmbach has refused to talk

with Ehrlichman after learning that

Ehrlichman taped a telephone conver

sation between the two men in April,

1973, about 10 days before Ehrlich-

man's resignation from the White

House staff.

"Kalmbach also was distressed, the

sources said, when the White House

indicated last year that he was no

longer acting as the President's per

sonal attorney. 'Herb was signing all

the President's checks for everything
down to the bill from Joe's laundry,'
one source said, 'and he didn't know

what to do . . . he kept signing the
checks, but it's been 18 months of

increasing alienation.'"

The indictment of his top aides can
only strengthen the already over

whelming public belief in Nixon's guilt
and contribute to the belief in ruling-

class circles that impeaching Nixon

would be less damaging than allowing
him to remain in office. In a poll
completed February 18, the Gallup

organization found public approval
of Nixon still at the level of only 27
percent, virtually the same level at

which it has been in every poll con

ducted this year. The March 1 in
dictments are likely to send it still

lower.

Moreover, additional indictments

are expected, perhaps very soon. In
the March 3 New York Times, An

thony Ripley quoted "sources close to
the investigation" as saying that the
activities of the secret White House

"plumbers" unit would be the subject

of another indictment, possibly with
in a week.

"Also expected in the coming weeks,"
Ripley reported, "are indictments in

the areas of illegal campaign contri
butions, political espionage and so-

called 'dirty tricks' and further indict

ments in the main Watergate case."

The only investigation in which in

dictments are expected to be delayed

is that into the ITT contribution of

$400,000 in exchange for a favorable

antitrust settlement and the apparent

perjury that was committed during

Congressional hearings on the matter.

Jaworski's office is also reported to

have begun looking into Nixon's
handling of the Pentagon's pilfering
of secret documents. Seymour M.
Hersh reported in the February 26

New York Times that "some members

of the special Watergate force are
known to suspect that the military

snooping, while a serious matter of
internal security, was in effect utilized

by Mr. Nixon last spring in an effort

to prevent disclosure of the other

plumber activities directed against Dr.

[Daniel] Ellsberg following the pub
lication of the Pentagon Papers. If

so, they say, this could amount to
obstruction of justice."

New accusations that could result

in Nixon's impeachment keep popping

up with increasing frequency. On Feb
ruary 28, Democratic Congressman

Bertram Podell of New York charged
in the House of Representatives that

he had been subjected to illegal elec

tronic surveillance on the orders of

the president himself.

Podell has strong personal reasons
for making a fuss about the matter,

since he has been indicted, apparently

as a result of the bugging, on charges

of accepting bribes.

Podell said that an affidavit sub

mitted by Attorney General William

Saxbe admitted that one of the de

fendants in the case had been "elec

tronically surveilled on numerous

occasions in the interest of national

security, at the request of the presi

dent of the United States."

The affidavit did not give the name

of the defendant who was spied upon,
but Podell said he had been "reliably

informed" that he was the target. He

added that a "court order prevents

me from knowing when the surveil

lance was made, in what manner it

was made, who made it, what was
overheard, the purpose of the sur

veillance and whether or not it was

tied to the various break-ins into my

offices and home.

"Unfortunately everybody else seems
to know. The FBI knows, the em

ployees of the Department of Justice
in Washington know, the assistant
United States attorneys . . . know,

and all of their respective assistants,

clerks, secretaries, and researchers

know, and probably so do their
sisters, brothers, cousins, and aunts."

"Members of the Judiciary Commit

tee," Martin Tolchin reported in the
March 1 New York Times, "urged

that Mr. Podell's charge of wiretap

ping be included in the impeachment
investigation of the President.

"'The implications are enormous,'

said Representative John Conyers, a
Michigan Democrat and committee
member."

Podell's charge fit in with a report

by John M. Crewdson in the February
25 New York Times, which quoted

"a well-placed source" as saying that
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former FBI director J. Edgar Hoover

regularly used FBI investigations to

favor friends and blackmail enemies

in Congress.

Friendly members of Congress, the
source said, were supplied with de

rogatory information about their

political opponents. Democratic Con
gressman John J. Rooney, who heads

the subcommittee that controls the FBI

budget, was particularly favored with
such information, Crewdson's source

said. Crewdson added:

"In other instances, he said. Con

gressmen had discreetly but system

atically been made aware of 'derog
atory' material about themselves that

bureau agents had come across in
the course of other investigations. . . .

"The source recalled one Senator

who had been told of an investigation

concerning his daughter, a college stu

dent who had 'gotten involved in dem

onstrations and free love,' and a Re

publican Representative who had been
told the bureau possessed evidence in
dicating that he was a homosexual.

"'We had him in our pocket after
that,' the source said of the Repre
sentative. He added that he could not

recall the Senator, a liberal Demo

crat, ever criticizing the F.B.I, in pub

lic."

It is not surprising that Podell drew

applause from some members of the

House when he said: "Who else have

they bugged, Mr. Speaker? You? The
majority leader? The minority leader?
The House chaplain? Not even Fish-
bait Miller [the House doorkeeper] is
exempt from Big Brother."

Columnist Jack Anderson charged
February 25 that after Hoover's death

files "containing sensitive information
about Presidents and other prominent

people" were removed from the FBI

offices.

"The missing files," Anderson wrote,
"according to FBI sources, included
reports on the sex exploits of the late

President John F. Kennedy, the wheel
ing-dealing of the late President Lyn
don B. Johnson and the flirtations

of the late Eleanor Roosevelt."

Uie continued "leaking" of scandals
of this sort is giving the people of
the United States a look at the real

workings of "their" government that
is absolutely unprecedented. There is
probably no single measure that could
be devised to put the lid back on in
the Watergate and related scandals.

But it must be obvious to much of remaining in office can only hamper
the U.S. ruling class that Nixon's efforts to do so. □

Free Food for Poor Is Ransom

'Symbionese Liberation Army' Demands
$6 Million in Hearst Kidnapping

"To those who would bear the hopes
and future of our people that the voice
of their guns express the words of free
dom," began a tape-recorded message
received by a San Francisco radio
station February 12, "Greetings to the
people, fellow comrades, brothers and
sisters, my name is Cinque, and to
my comrades I am known as Cin.
I am a Black man and representa
tive of Black people.

"I hold the rank of general field
marshal in the United Federated
Forces of the Symbionese Liberation
Army. . . .

"The Symbionese Liberation Army
is a federated union that maintains
political elements of many different
liberation struggles, and of many dif
ferent races. Our unified purpose is
to liberate the oppressed people of
this nation and to aid other oppressed
people around the world in their strug
gle against fascist imperialism and
the robbery of their freedom and
homeland.

"Since this is the purpose and goal
of the SLA, it is therefore clear to us,
as it will be to all oppressed people,
that our interest is to serve and defend

the people and not ourselves, since
the people shall always come first,
themselves. . . ."

Cinque's message was followed by
the voice of Patricia Hearst, the daugh
ter of millionaire publisher Randolph
Hearst, confirming that she was being
held a "prisoner of war" by the SLA.
"I am with a combat unit that's armed
with automatic weapons," she said,
"and there is also a medical team
here and there is no way that I will
be released until they let me go."

The tape recording was accom
panied by a letter setting out condi
tions that Hearst would have to meet
in order to win the release of his
daughter, who was kidnapped from
her Berkeley, California, apartment
February 4. The publisher was in
structed to provide $70 worth of food

to all Californians "with welfare cards.
Social Security pension cards, food
stamp cards, disabled veteran cards,
medical cards, parole or probation
papers, and jail or bail release slips."

The cost of meeting this demand
was variously estimated at $230-400
million, which Hearst said was far
beyond his means. On February 18,
he announced that he would provide
$2 million in free food for the poor
as "a gesture of good will," and asked
the SLA to respond with "a gesture
of their own."

Three days later, another taped mes
sage from Cinque was received by
Hearst. Cinque demanded that Hearst
provide an additional $4 million in
food to residents of San Francisco,
Oakland, and East Palo Alto.

On February 22, the Hearst Corpo
ration, which holds most of the
family's wealth, agreed to provide an
additional $2 million immediately
and $2 million in January 1975, but
only if Patricia Hearst were first re
leased unharmed. In the ten days since
that announcement, no further mes
sages from the SLA have been made
public.

The Symbionese Liberation Army
first came to public attention last No
vember 6. That night Marcus Foster,
the Black superintendent of schools in
Oakland, was killed and his assistant
Robert Blackburn was wounded by
shotgun and pistol shots fired by un
known persons.

The next day, the SLA mailed out
a "Communique No. 1," takingrespon-
sibility for the shooting, which it said
was motivated by Foster's support
for a "police in the schools" program.
The SLA added that Foster had been
killed by cyanide-tipped bullets, a fact
that had not been made public pre
viously and that was therefore regard
ed as proof of the communique's au
thenticity.

On January 10, two men —Joseph
Remiro and Russell Jack Little—were
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arrested after a gun battle with police
in nearby Concord. Police claimed that
a van in which Remiro and Little

were riding contained SLA literature
and gims, including the pistol used

to kill Foster. The two were formally

charged with murder.
Later that same day, a fire broke

out in the Concord house in which

Remiro and Little had been living

with a woman named Nancy Ling
Perry. In a "Letter to the People" sent

out January 17, Perry said that she
had set the fire in order to remove

evidence concerning the SLA. She went
on to expound the SLA's beliefs and

goals at some length. (The fuU text
of the letter is reprinted in this issue,

page 286.)
Nothing further was heard of the

SLA until the Hearst kidnapping.
The messages received by Randolph

Hearst February 12 included a seven-
page statement setting out the SLA's
program and goals. It was entitled
"The Symbionese Federation & the

Symbionese Liberation Army declara
tion of revolutionary war & the Sym
bionese program, August 21, 1973."
The statement describes the orga

nization as "a united and federated

grouping of different races and peo

ple and socialist political parties of

the oppressed people of the fascist
United States of America, who have

under black and minority leadership

formed and joined the Symbionese

Federated Republic and have agreed
to struggle together."

The name of the group is stated
to be derived "from the word sym

biosis and we define its meaning as

a body of dissimilar bodies and or

ganisms living in deep and loving
harmony and partnership in the best
interest of aU within the body."

"We of the Symbionese Federation

and of the S. L. A.," the document

states, "do not under the rights of
human beings submit to the murder,

oppression and exploitation of our
children and people and do under
the rights granted to the people under
the Declaration of Independence of the
United States, do now by the rights
of our children and people and by

force of arms and with every drop of
our blood, declare revolutionary war

against the fascist capitalist class, and
their agents of murder, oppression and
exploitation."

The document lists sixteen goals of

the SLA, including the uniting of "all

oppressed people into a fighting force"
to destroy capitalism; assuring "the
rights of aU people to self determina

tion"; defending "cultural rights of aU
the sovereign nations of the Symbio
nese Federation"; placing "control of
all the institutions and industries" in

the hands of the people; restoring
"human and constitutional rights, lib
erty, equality and justice and the right
to bear arms in the defense of these

rights"; creating "a system where our
aged are cared for with respect, love
and kindness"; creating "institutions
that wiU aid, reinforce and educate the

growth of our comrade women"; de
stroying the prison system; giving
land "back to the people" and abol
ishing rent for housing; building "a
federation of nations"; and destroying
"aU forms and institutions of racism,
sexism, ageism, capitalism, fascism,
individualism, possessiveness, com
petitiveness and all other such insti
tutions."

The February 22-28 issue of the

weekly Berkeley Barb carried a letter

from former members of the SLA who

said that they had left the organiza

tion after the killing of Foster. The

letter indicated that the SLA had been

formed in June 1973. The authors

said that at first "we thought we had
found a place for ourselves in a revo
lutionary organization that was on its

way beyond the Left, old and 'new.'"
They went on to describe differences

that developed within the SLA:
"Although some of the brothers and

sisters asserted that to create a posi

tive vision of a new society required

serious thinking — a clear and compre

hensive theory and strategy — others

insisted that all that was necessary

was to put yourself into situations

where your ass would get kicked and

armed bravery would do the rest.

Some of the brothers and sisters were

complaining about the lack of democ
racy within the organization. The justi

fication for this was always that we

were in a 'state of war.'

"It increasingly became apparent to

us that the Symbionese Federationwas

not fundamentally opposed to the er
rors of the Left we had known, but

was rather the culmination of all its

defects. The process of the organiza
tion was totally top-down. The War

Council made decisions in secret and

the members were expected to obey
orders without question, just as in a

capitalist army.

"Serious conflict developed over the
subordination of the support" units,
as of all non-military activities of the

organization, to the combat units:

That is, the 'Army' came to be seen
as the chief agent of the revolution.

We began to suspect that the War
Council was manipulated either by
some local right-wing organization or

the CIA itself. The secret decision to

kill Marcus Foster, and its execution,

confirmed our suspicions."

Writing on the SLA in the February
23 New York Times, Earl Caldwell

reported that the police "firmly believe
that at best there are no more than

25 or 30 members of the group."

Caldwell said that the SLA is be

lieved to have grown out of a prison
organization for the "rehabilitation" of

Black prisoners. The group was said
to have- gradually become "political"
after several white radicals joined it.

Cinque is thought to be Donald De-
Freeze, who escaped from Soledad
Prison in March 1973.

"There are indications," Caldwell
wrote, "that, well before November,

the group's leadership sounded out

other radical organizations, offering
to act as the guerrilla arm for those

who sought revolution."
Tim Findley of the San Francisco

Chronicle has reported that Cinque
visited radical groups with such an
offer, arguing that the SLA could "re

charge" the "new left."

"It was a proposal," Findley wrote,
"purely and shockingly terrorist in its

nature: for every political demand,
there could be staged a direct guerril

la act." The proposal, Findley added,
was rejected by all the groups to which
it was made.

In an editorial in its February 22
issue, the revolutionary-socialist week

ly The Militant said that the kid

napping of Patricia Hearst "can do

nothing but harm to the revolutionary

movement and to all organizations

fighting against the capitalist govern

ment. . . .

"The nature of the SLA remains a

mystery. Activists in the [San Fran
cisco] Bay Area had never heard of
it prior to the recent publicity. After
what has come to light about the role

of government agents provocateurs in

groups like the Weatherpeople, it is
quite possible that police agents or

right-wing forces may have a hand

in the SLA's terrorist acts." □
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Food for Peace for War

U.S. Funds, 'Advisers' Continue Vietnam War
By Michael Boumonn

Fiction: "The United States will not

continue its military involvement or

intervene in the internal affairs of South

Vietnam." (Article 4 of the January
23, 1973, cease-fire accords.)

Fact: Today, one year after the
signing of the cease-fire agreement,

4,940 U.S. civilian "advisers" and tech

nicians are employed in jobs directly

related to the Saigon dictatorship's

war effort. (Source: U.S. Embassy
in Saigon, cited in the February 25

New York Times.)

Although U.S. troops have been with
drawn from Vietnam, the vital role

they played in propping up the Thieu
regime has been replaced, to the ex

tent possible, by a massive infusion

of U.S. advisers and military aid.
As New York Times correspondent

David K. Shipler pointed out in a dis
patch from Saigon February 16, "the
United States, far from phasing out
its military involvement in South Viet

nam, has descended from a peak of

warfare to a high plateau of substan
tial support, dispatching not only huge
quantities of weapons and ammunition
but also large numbers of American
citizens who have become integral

parts of the South Vietnamese supply,
transport and intelligence systems."
"These include," Shipler continued,

"not just the Vietnam-based mechanics

and technicians but also the Pentagon-

based generals who tour airfields to

ascertain the needs of the South Viet

namese Air Force, the 'liason men'

who reportedly give military advice

from time to time, the civilian De

fense Department employes who make
two-to-three-week visits to provide high
ly specialized technical help, and the

Central Intelligence Agency officials
who continue to advise South Viet

nam's'national police on intelligence

matters."

Some 2,800 of these civilian em

ployees work for U.S. companies that
in turn work under contract for the

Defense Department. These men pro
vide the complex and crucial skills in
volved in repairing and rebuilding
U. S.-supplied jets and helicopters. They
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also oversee the tremendous logistics
effort involved in keeping Thieu's 1.1

million-man army supplied, fed, and
armed. "We Vietnamized the fighting,"

a Defense Department official told Ship
ler, "but we never Vietnamized the
logistics."
"According to both Saigon and

American officials," Shipler reported,
"the American civilians— both employ

es of private companies and those of
the DefenseDepartment —who help with
the supply activities not only see that
the South Vietnamese get the equip
ment and ammunition they ask for but

also advise them on what to ask for."

Other U.S. civilians provide expert
"technical" assistance to the South Viet

namese police. Although Defense De
partment officials have refused to dis
close just how much money they chan
nel into the Saigon police apparatus.
Senator Edward Kennedy estimates

that as of last June Washington had
spent more than $130 million on
Thieu's police and overflowing jails.
However, this is only a drop in

the bucket. Total U.S. military aid
to the Saigon regime this year is of
ficially reported at $900 million, and
the true figure is patently much
higher.

In theory, U.S. military aid to Sai-

"^/le country doesnh give us credit for running Vietnam
more efficiently ... There's just as much war

with fewer employes!"

gon is administered through the Mil
itary Assistance Service Funded
(MASF) program, and it is true that

this program's ceiling was set at $900

million by Congress.

But as correspondent Guy Gran
points out in the February 11 Far
Eastern Economic Review, that figure
is based on dollar values set by the

Pentagon itself. The bargain-basement
price tags it puts on military hardware
are not subject to any outside veri
fication. "Thus," Gran writes, "it is easy

for the Pentagon to inflate the actual
amount of commodities reaching the

docks of Saigon without disturbing

the dollar figure."

Nor is military aid to Saigon limited
to the MASF program. "Excess defence
articles," Gran reports, "provide an

other avenue for transferring resources

to Saigon with elastic accounting pos
sibilities. It would be a miracle if the

$45 million estimate for fiscal 1974

provided by the Defense Department
were to prove even remotely accurate."

Other clandestine routes tised for

channeling funds to the Thieu regime

include the top-secret CIA budget, the
Agriculture Department, and the "post
war reconstruction" program.

Under the Agriculture Department's

"Food for Peace" program, for ex
ample, the Saigon government has

already received more than $300 mil

lion in commodities in fiscal year 1974

alone. When these commodities are

sold. Gran reports, "80% of the re
sulting piastres go to military uses."

Thieu's generals will also receive

about $375 million of the $450 mil

lion in Washington aid budgeted for

"reconstruction." According to Gran,
"most of the $375 million will be chan

nelled through the Commodity Import
Programme, providing something like

$200 million in piastres that can be

applied to military needs."

Washington apparently believes that
even this bloated level of military aid

is not sufficient. Pentagon officials have

asked Congress for a 60 percent in

crease in openly military aid to South

Vietnam for next year. □



Sakharov Issues Appeal for Plyushch

Imprisoned Soviet Dissident Near Death

Soviet physicist Andrei Sakharov
has issued an appeal for support in
the campaign to save the life of Leonid
Plyushch, a 34-year-old dissident who
is feared to be near death in a

psychiatric prison-hospital.
A mathematician and engineer from

Kiev, Plyushch is a founding member
of the Initiative Group for the Defense
of Human Rights. He has been im
prisoned for two years in the Dnipro-
petrovsk Psychiatric Hospital in
southeastern Ukraine.

Fear for his life stems from both the

harsh conditions under which he is

being detained and the massive doses
of drugs being administered to him.
According to the appeal, portions of
which were reprinted in the February
19 London Times, the Dnipropetrovsk
prison-hospital is "well known for the
severity of its conditions, even in com
parison to other institutions of the
same type.

"He is in a ward with over 25 people,

all held in appalling conditions of
humiliation, persecution and physical
suffering. The unregulated and sense
less administration of large doses of

haloperidol has led to a sharp
deterioration in his health, to extreme

exhaustion and continuous shivering,

to weakness, swellings, spasms and
loss of appetite."
Plyushch has has been reduced to

such a state, the appeal continues,

that he "can no longer read, write
letters or take advantage of the one-

hour exercise period allowed to
prisoners."
The Soviet bureaucracy's harass

ment of Plyushch began in 1968, when
he was dismissed from his research

post for protesting the closed-door trial
of Aleksandr Ginzburg. Four years

later, in January 1972, he was ar
rested along with more than 100 other
dissidents in a KGB crackdown

against the samizdat journals The
Chronicle of Current Events and the
Ukrainian Herald.

Singled out for special treatment,
Plyushch was compelled to under
go two psychiatric examinations. The
first, conducted by several well-known
"specialists" in diagnosing the mental

ills of dissidents, established that he

showed signs of "creeping schizo
phrenia with messianic and reformist
ideas." The second noted some "im

provement," but recommended that he
be confined anyway.

His trial, which he was not allowed

South Africa

New Repressive Laws Proposed

to attend, took place in Kiev in
January 1973. After listening to hand-
picked witnesses, the court sentenced

him to indefinite confinement in the

mental institution where he now lies

near death.

A similar appeal, signed by five
members of the Initiative Group, has
been issued on behalf of poet Viktor
Nekipelov, who was arrested last July
and is now in danger of similar con

finement in a prison mental hospital. □

New repressive legislation, intended
to suppress all opposition to the re
gime, was presented in the South Afri
can Parliament on February 19 by
Prime Minister John Vorster's govern
ment. Part of the legislation was pre
sented in the form of a new bill that
would give the president the power
to declare any organization that re
ceives funds from abroad, and that
he considers to be engaged in political
activity, an "affected organization." The
organization could then be forbidden
to receive such funds, with leaders
subject to sentences of up to ten years
if they violate the restrictions.

On February 1, President J.J.
Fouche told the Parliament that the
government was planning to intro
duce the legislation. The February 2
New York Times reported: "Mr.
Fouch^ said there were a number of
pressure groups trying to bring about
unconstitutional change that implicitly
involved the threat of internal violence.

"It has therefore become necessary,
he said, for the Legislature to con
sider measures to insure that the pres
sure groups did not succeed 'in arti
ficially creating a particular political
climate.'

"He said the measures also would
prevent the organizations from present
ing a one-sided and distorted image
of South Africa abroad and from ac
cepting money from abroad to further
a cause that had insufficient financial
backing in South Africa."

The most likely targets of this new

legislation would be anti-apartheid
groups such as the Christian Institute,
the Institute of Race Relations, and
the National Union of South African
Students, or Black groups like the
South African Students Organization
and the Black People's Convention.

The Vorster regime also proposed
changes in the Riotous Assemblies Act
that would give magistrates the au
thority to ban even lawful meetings
and would give policemen the power
to break up banned meetings by force,
including the use of arms.

'The new legislation also restricts free
dom of the press. Any person who
distributed a speech of someone
banned from attending a meeting
would be subject to a year's impris
onment. Other proposed censorship
regulations would make the possession
of "written pornography" illegal, to
"give the authorities the opportunity
to take steps against persons returning
from abroad with undesirable mate
rial which is not declared to customs."

Threat to Civilization

After rebellions in two New South Wales
prisons, the state minister of justice ex
plained that the uprisings had been "in
spired by communists and activists."

Australian "communism," according to
the demands of the prisoners, consists
of weekend showers, increased wages,
broadcasts of sporting events, a prisoners'
grievance committee, the right to wear
long hair, and improved food.
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Latin American Guerrillas Form Joint Committee

[The following statement was issued
February 13 in Buenos Aires by the
ELN (Ejercito de Liberacion Nacio-
nal—National Liberation Army), the
ERP (Ejercito Revolucionario del
Pueblo — Revolutionary People's Ar
my), the MLN (Movimiento de Li

beracion Nacional—National Libera

tion Movement), and the MIR (Movi

miento de Izquierda Revolucionario
— Movement of the Revolutionary
Left). The translation is by Interconti
nental Press.]

This is the Vietnamese road; the

road which the peoples must follow,
the road which the Americas will

follow, with the special feature that
armed groups can establish some
thing like coordinating committees
to make the repressive efforts of Yan
kee imperialism more difficult and
to help their own cause.

— Cbe Guevara, "Message to the
Tricontinental."

The Movimiento de Liberacion Na

cional (Tupamaros) of Uruguay, the

Movimiento de Izquierda Revolucio
nario of Chile, the Ejercito de Libe-
racidn Nacional of Bolivia, and the

Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo of

Argentina have signed the present
statement to inform the workers, poor
peasants, urban poor, the students and

intellectuals, the native peoples, and
the mUlions of exploited workers in
our martyred Latin America of our

decision to join together in a Junta
de Coordinacion Revolucionaria [Rev
olutionary Coordinating Committee].
This important step is a response

to a deeply felt need, the need to of

fer our peoples organizational cohe
sion, to unite the revolutionary forces
against the imperialist enemy, to
achieve a greater effectiveness in the
political and ideological struggle
against bourgeois nationalism and re
formism.

This important step is the concrete
realization of one of the main strategic

March 1 /, 1974

conceptions of Comandante Cbe Gue
vara, the hero, symbol, and pioneer
of the continental socialist revolution.

It is also a significant step in reviving
the fraternal tradition of our peoples,

who succeeded in uniting and fighting

as one man against the oppressors of
the past century, the Spanish colonial
ists.

Our Struggle Is
Anti-imperialist

The peoples of the world are living
under the permanent menace of the

most aggressive and rapacious impe
rialism that has ever existed. They

have witnessed, and not been un

moved by, the systematic genocide of
Yankee imperialism against the heroic

Vietnamese people. In this unequal
war, whose flames are not yet extin

guished, the vicious, militaristic char
acter of the Northern imperialism was
fully revealed. But, on the other band,

this war also revealed once again the
impotence of the imperialist system,
including all its military power,

against a people ready to fight and
determined to be free.

From the past century until our time,

the Latin American peoples have
borne the colonial or neocolonial yoke
of the imperialists; they have suffered
an unbroken chain of military inter

ventions and unjust wars executed or

engineered by the American army or
by the supranational monopolies.

This is the source of the dismem

berment of Mexico, the occupation of

Puerto Rico, the intervention in Santo

Domingo, Playa Girdn, and many
other aggressive acts that our America

has never forgotten and will never for
give.

Shell, and Esso or Standard Oil,

United Fruit, the ITT, and Mister

Rockefeller and Mister Ford's money
are part of this story. And it also

includes the CIA, which through
Pappy Sbelton, Mitrione, and Siracusa

has ieft an indelible record of the

U. S.'s arrogant and oppressive policy
toward the Latin American people's
movement.

Latin America Is on the

Road to Socialism

The triumph of the Cuban revolu
tion on January 1, 1959, marked the
beginning of the final advance of the
Latin American peoples toward so
cialism, toward true national indepen

dence, toward collective well-being for
our peoples.

This advance is the just and open

rebellion of the exploited masses of
Latin America against a barbarous

neocolonial capitalist system imposed
since the end of the last century by
Yankee and European imperialism,
which by force, deceit, and corruption
seized control of our continent. The

cowardly native bourgeoisies and their
armies could not honor the revolu

tionary heritage of the glorious anti-

colonial liberation struggle of our peo
ples, who, led by beros such as
Bolivar, San Martin, Artigas, and so

many others, won independence,
equality, and liberty.
Defending their petty group interests,

the ruling classes joined with the impe
rialists, collaborated with them, and

facilitated their economic penetration,

progressively banding over the con
trol of our economy to the insatiable

voracity of foreign capital. Economic

domination led to control and engen
dered political and cultural subordina

tion. In this way the neocolonial cap

italist system was established that for
a hundred years has expioited, op

pressed, and distorted the working

classes of our continent.

Early in this century the working
class began to rise up against this
system, raising the then littie-known

banner of socialism—which was in

separably joined with the banner of
national independence—striving to

awaken the peasants, the students, and
every healthy element among our peo
ples. The anarchists. Socialists, and

Communists, as the organized cur
rents in the working class, gave an
energetic and heroic lead to the mobi-



lizations of the broad masses, each

marking indelible milestones of the
revolutionary struggle. The legendary
Nicaraguan leader, Augusto Cesar
Sandino, a metalworker, led one of the

most heroic of these struggles in his
small country when his guerrilla army

held the American interventionist

troops at bay in 1932 and defeated
them. In the decade of the 1930s our

peoples mounted a formidable mass
offensive aU over the continent,

rocking the system of neocolonial
domination that had been welded into

a homogeneous whole by Yankee
imperialism, the No. 1 enemy of all
the peoples of the world.

But this formidable revolutionary
mobilization of the masses was not

crowned with victory. Active political
and military intervention — both direct
and indirect —by Yankee imperialism,
combined with the deficiencies of the

anarchist and Socialist currents, and

of the Communist parties, brought
about a temporary defeat. The major
ity of the Communist parties, the most
conscious, consistent, and best orga

nized forces, feU mto reformism. Some
of them, like the heroic and battle-
hardened Salvadorian Communist

party, suffered bitter defeats with
dozens and even thousands of mar

tyrs. As a result, the impetuous rise
of the masses was deflected from its

revolutionary course and fell under
the influence and leadership of bour
geois nationalism, which was only a
blind alley, a clever demagogic device
the ruling classes resorted to in order
to prolong the reign of the neocolonial
capitalist system through deception.

After the Impressive victory of the
Cuban people—who under the adept
and clear-sighted leadership of Fidel
Castro and a group of Marxist-Lenin
ist leaders succeeded in defeating Batis

ta's army and establishing the first
Latin American socialist state on the

island of Cuba, in the very teeth of
imperialism—the peoples of the conti
nent gained a stronger revolutionary
confidence and began a new and deep-
going general mobilization.
With both successes and failures our

people and their vanguards threw
themselves resolutely into the struggle
against imperialism and for socialism.
The decade of the 1960s saw an

uninterrupted succession ofgreatpopu-
lar struggles, violent guerriEa combat,
and powerful mass insurrections. The
April war, the general uprising of the

Dominican people, forced the Yankee
imperialists to intervene directly. They

had to send 30,000 soldiers to drown

this magnificent insurrection in blood.
The legendary figure of Comandante

Ernesto Guevara personified and sym

bolized this entire period of struggle.
His heroic death, as well as his exem

plary life and his clear Marxist-Lenin
ist strategic conception, opened and
illuminated the new revolutionary rise
of our peoples, which is growing day
by day in power and firmness, starting
in the factories, in the towns, in the

countryside and in the cities, and
spreading irresistibly throughout the
continent.

This is the final awakening of our

peoples that has brought mUlions of
workers to their feet In a process head

ing inexorably toward the Second
Independence, toward complete nation
al and social liberation, toward the

complete elimination of the unjust cap
italist system and the establishment

of revolutionary socialism.

The Fight for the Leadership
of the Mass Movement

But the revolutionary road is not

an easy or simple one to follow. We
must not only face the barbarous eco
nomic and military force of imperial
ism. More subtle enemies and dangers
lie in wait at every turn for the revo
lutionary forces, threatening their ef
forts to wage the anti-imperialist and
anticapitalist struggle effectively and
victoriously.

Today, considering the particular
situation of the continental revolution

ary process, we have to point
specifically to two tendencies in thought
and action that gravely obstruct the
revolutionary efforts of Latin Ameri
cans. One is an outright enemy — bour
geois nationalism. The other is a false
conception in the people's camp —re
formism.

Both —and at times they are closely
linked — are trying to ride the revo
lutionary rise of our peoples, gain
the leadership, and impose their er
roneous and selfish conceptions, which

will inevitably end in breaking and
dissipating the revolutionary impetus.
Therefore, there is a strategic dimen
sion to the intransigent ideological and
political struggle we revolutionists
must wage against these tendencies
in order to overcome them and in this

way win the leadership of the broadest

masses so that we can offer our peo

ples a consistent revolutionary lead

ership that can guide us firmly, intel
ligently, and effectively to the final
victory.

Bourgeois nationalism is a current

promoted by imperialism, which relies
on it as a demagogic device to distract

and divert the struggles of the peoples
when counterrevolutionary violence

loses its effectiveness. The social kernel

of bourgeois nationalism is the pro-
imperialist bourgeoisie, or an embry
onic form of it, whose aim is to seize

as much wealth as it can by presenting

itself as the fireman who can bring

the revolutionary conflagration under

control by its influence with the peo

ple and its capacity to negotiate with
the mass movement. In their policy
of deception, these elements utilize anti-

imperialist language and try to con
fuse the masses with their favorite na

tionalist argument of a third way.*
But in reality they are not anti-impe

rialist but even prepare the way for

new and more subtle forms of foreign

economic penetration.

Reformism, on the other hand, is a

tendency rooted in the toiling popula
tion itself that reflects the fear that

petty-bourgeois sectors and the labor
aristocracy have of confrontation. It
is characterized by a categoric rejec

tion in practice of resorting to just

and necessary revolutionary violence
as the fundamental method of strug

gling for power and thus by aban
donment of the Marxist conception of

class struggle. Reformists propagate
among the masses harmful pacifist
and liberal notions. They prettify the

national bourgeoisie and the counter
revolutionary armies and constantly
seek alliances with them. They exag

gerate the importance of legality and
parliamentarism. One of their favorite
arguments is that we have to avoid
violence and link up with the bour
geoisie and "patriotic officers" in order
to find a peaceful road that will spare

the masses bloodshed on their path
toward socialism. It is an argument

that has been refuted in the most pain

ful way by events. Where reformism
has been able to impose its concilia-
tionist and pacifist policy, the enemy

*This seems to refer most directiy to

Peron, who iumps together all tendencies
that claim to be Marxist under the heading

of "Soviet imperialism" and equates this
with Yankee imperialism. — IP
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classes and their armies have carried

out their greatest massacres against
the people. The nearness of the Chilean
experience, in which more than 20,000
working men and women were
murdered, makes further comment un
necessary.

Against bourgeois nationalism, re
formism, and other less important ten

dencies, in constant ideological and
political struggle with them, an armed
pole has emerged, a revolutionary pole
that is consolidating its position daily
among the masses, improving itspolit-
ical and military capacity, offering
more and more of a real option for

national independence and socialism.
It was precisely to help strengthen

this revolutionary pole on a continen
tal scale that the four organizations

signing this statement decided to form
the Junta de Coordinacidn Revolucio-

naria. And we call on the entire work

ers and people's revolutionary van

guard in Latin America to close ranks
around this Junta and around each of

its component national organizations
in order to wage a united struggle.
This means of course that the doors

of this Junta de Coordinacidn are open
to the revolutionary organizations in
the different Latin American countries.

The Experience of
Our Organizations

In the course of their patriotic and

revolutionary struggle, the MLN Tu-
pamaros, the Movimiento de Izquier-

da Revolucionario, the Ej^rcito de Li
ber acion Nacional, the Ej^rcito Revo

lucionario del Puehlo, have come to

understand the need for unity. They

have seen their international concep

tion confirmed by their own experi

ence, and we realize that we have to

achieve the firmest and closest unity

among our peoples in order to op

pose a united imperialist, capitalist
enemy.

Drawn together by the similarity of
our struggles and our lines, the four
organizations have established the ini
tial fraternal ties, and in this process
we have gone on to exchange experi
ences and to develop more and more
active collaboration until we have

reached the point today of taking this

decisive step accelerating coordination
and collaboration that wiU certainly

result in greater practical effectiveness
in the intense struggle our peoples

are waging against a savage com
mon enemy.

A greater development of our orga
nizations and a reinforcement of our

internationalist conception and prac

tice wiU enable us to take better ad

vantage of the potentialities of our
peoples in moving ahead to build a
powerful revolutionary force capable
of definitively defeating capitalist-impe
rialist reaction, expelling Yankee and
European imperialism country by
coimtry from Latin American soil, and
beginning to build socialism in each
of our countries so that inthefollowing

period we can achieve the fullest Latin
American unity.

Achieving this sacred goal will not
be easy. The cruelty and power
of imperialism will make it necessary,
as Comandante Guevara foresaw in a

general way, to mount a fierce and
prolonged revolutionary war that will
transform the Latin American conti

nent into the world's second or third

Vietnam. But, following the glorious

example of the heroic Vietnamese peo
ple, the Latin American workers will
prove capable of waging an un-
dauntable struggle. They will unleash
the irresistible energies of the masses

in all their intensity and thus win hap

piness for our peoples and make a
strong contribution to destroying once
and for aU the main enemy of the
world working class, of socialism, and
of aU the peoples of the world.

Our Program

We are united by our understanding

that the only viable strategy in Latin
America is one of revolutionary war.

This revolutionary war is a complex

process of both armed and unarmed,
peaceful and violent, mass struggle
in which aU forms develop harmoni

ously, converging around the axis of
armed struggle.
In order for this whole process of

revolutionary war to be carried out
victoriously we have to mobilize the
entire people under the leadership of
the revolutionary proletariat. Prole
tarian leadership of the war must he
provided by a Marxist-Leninist com
bat party of a proletarian character
that can centralize, direct, and com

bine all aspects of popular struggle
in a single powerful cutting edge, a
party that can provide the proper stra
tegic guidance. Under the leadership
of the proletarian party, we must orga

nize a mighty people's army, the iron

core of the revolutionary forces. Devel
oping progressively from smaU begin
nings, this people's army will rise up
as an impenetrable wall against which
aU the military assaults of the reaction
aries will shatter and which will have

the material capacity to assure the
total annihilation of the counterrevo

lutionary armies.

At the same time, we must buUd a
broad, mass workers and people's
front that can mobilize aU the progres

sive and revolutionary people, the
unions and other similar organiza
tions—in short the broadest masses,

whose struggle parallels and continual
ly converges with the military activity
and strategy of the people's army and
the clandestine political activity of the
proletarian party.

A clear response is needed to the
present challenge and the only pos
sible one is armed struggle. This must
be the main factor in political polar
ization and agitation, and ultimately
in defeating the enemy; it is the only
road to victory. This doesn't mean
that we wiU not utilize every possible
form of organization and struggle,
legal and clandestine, peaceful and
violent, economic and political. All
converge with increased effectiveness
in armed struggle, which will bewaged
in accordance with the peculiarities of
every region and country.
The continental character of the

struggle is determined fundamentally
by the presence of a common enemy.
American imperialism is carrying out
an international strategy to halt the
socialist revolution in Latin America.

It is no accident that fascist regimes

have been imposed in countries where
a  rising mass movement has
threatened the stability of oligarchic
power. The international strategy of
imperialism requires a continental stra
tegy on the part of revolutionists.

The road to be traveled in this strug

gle is not a short one. The interna
tional bourgeoisie is determined to pre
vent revolution by any means, even

if it arises in a single country. It has
every kind of official and unofficial
means, both military and propagan-
distic, that can be used against the
people. Therefore, in its first phases,
our revolutionary war is one of
wearing out the enemy until we are

able to form a people's army stronger

than the enemy force. This process is
a slow one, but paradoxically, it is

the shortest and least costly road to
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achieve the strategic objectives of the
disadvantaged classes.

Latin American People: To Arms

We are living through the decisive
moments of our history. It is with
this awareness that the MLN Tupa-
maros, the Movimiento de Izquierda
Revolucionario, the Ejercito de Libera-

cidn Nacional, and the Ejercito Revo
lucionario del Pueblo call on the ex

ploited toilers of Latin America, on

the working class, the poor peasants,
the urban poor, the students and intel
lectuals, the revolutionary Christians,
and aU elements of the exploiting
classes ready to support the just cause
of the people to take up arms resolute
ly, to join actively in the revolution

ary struggle against imperialism and
for socialism that is being waged on
our continent following the banner and
the example of Comandante Guevara.
Freedom or Death (MLN Tupama-

ros)

Live or Die for Argentina (ERF)
Fatherland or Death, We Will Win

(MIR)
Victory or Death (ELN)

'Fahizah' Describes 'Symbionese Liberation Army'
[The following letter was mailed to San

Francisco newspapers on January 17 by
Nancy Ling Perry, who is being sought
by police in connection with the activities

of the Symbionese Liberation Army
(SLA). An article on the SLA, which ex
plains some of the events referred to in

the letter, appears on page 279 of this
issue.

[The "August 7th" mentioned in the letter

is the August 7th Movement, a mysterious

organization about which almost nothing

is known. After an Oakland police heli

copter crashed, killing both its occupants,

last October 2, the August 7th Movement

claimed that it had shot down the heli

copter. ]

A letter to the people

From Fahizah (former name: nancy ling
perry)

"To those who would bear the hopes and
future of the people, let the voice of their
guns express the words of freedom."

Greetings, my comrade sisters and
brothers, all love, power and freedom
to you. 1 am very glad to have this op

portunity to speak to you, even though
1 know that what I am feeling cannot
be completely expressed in words. You
may have heard of me, not because 1

am any more important than any of you,

but simply because my former name has
been in the news lately. My name was

Nancy Ling Perry, but my true name
is Fahizah. What that name means is one

who is victorious, and 1 am one who

believes in the liberation and victory of

the people, because 1 have learned that
what one really believes in is what will

come to pass. So, my name Is Fahizah
and 1 am a freedom fighter in an in

formation/intelligence unit of the United
Federated Forces of the Symbionese Lib
eration Army. I still am that, in spite

of the fact that 1 am now being sought
for a political action, and in spite of the
fact that two of my closest companeros
are now chained in the Adjustment Center

(the prison's prison) at San Quentin con
centration camp. 1 am still with other
members of the SLA information/intelli
gence unit, and 1 am hiding only from
the enemy and not from the people. 1
have no intention of deserting my com
mitment nor would 1 ever try to run away
from it, because 1 have learned that there
is no flight to freedom except that of an
armed projectile. Although it is the prac
tice of the Symbionese Liberation Army
to act rather than trdk, I am compelled
to speak because I wish to make clear
my position and why 1 am fighting, what
it is 1 am fighting for, what the purpose
and nature of the SLA information/intel
ligence unit is, and why I will continue
to fight.

First of all, 1 think I should tell you
something about my background and the

evolution of my consciousness. Basically,
1 have three backgrounds: 1 have a work

background, a love background, and a
prison background. My prison back
ground means that 1 have close ties and
feelings with our incarcerated brothers
and sisters. What they have taught me
is that if people on the outside do not
understand the necessity of defending them
through force of arms, then it is because
these people on the outside do not yet
realize that they are in an immediate dan
ger of being thrown into concentration

camps themselves, tortured, or shot down
in the streets for expressing their beliefs.
What my love background taught me was
a whole lot of what love is all about,
and that the greater one's capacity for

love is, the greater is one's longing for
freedom. What my work background

taught me is that one of the things that
every revolutionary does is to fight to
get back the fruits of her or his own labor
and the control of his or her own destiny.
When 1 was in high school in 1963-64,

1 witnessed the first military coup, against

we the people of this country. I saw us
passively sit by our t.v.'s and uncon
sciously watch as the military armed cor
porate state took over the existing gov
ernment and blatantly destroyed the con
stitution that some of us still believed in.

1  listened to the people around me deny
that a military coup had taken place and
claim that such a thing could not happen
here. The people that 1 grew up around
were so politically naive that their con
ceptions of a military coup only recog
nized those that have occurred in South

America and African countries where the

military and ruling class took over the

government by an open force of arms.
But the method of taking over the gov
ernment was different here. Here the coup
was simply accomplished by assassinat
ing the then president john kennedy, and
then assassinating any further opposition
to the dictator who was to take power;
that dictator is the current president
richard nixon. In 1964 1 witnessed these

and other somewhat hidden beginnings
of the military/corporate state which we
now live in. And 1 heard my teachers
and the government controlled media

spread lies about what had happened.
1 saw the Civil Rights protests, the killings
and bombings of my black brothers and
sisters and the conditioned reactions of

extreme racism in my school and home.

When 1 questioned my teachers about how
these occurrences related to the meanings
of democracy and freedom that we were
told existed to protect us all, the answer

1 got was that we were better off not
knowing the truth about what was hap
pening. I told my teachers and my family
and friends, that 1 felt that we were all
being used as pawns and puppets, and
that those who had taken over the gov
ernment were trying to keep us asleep

and in a political stupor. 1 asked my
teachers to tell me what happened in Nazi

Germany; I asked them to tell me the
meaning of fascism; 1 asked them to teU
me the meaning of genocide; and when

i began to hear about a war in Vietnam,
1 asked them to teU me the meaning of
imperialism. The answer to all my ques

tions then was either silence, or a reply

filled with confusion and lies, and a racist

pride and attitude that, well, after all, it

was all for us.

The experience of living in Amerikka
has since taught me the realities of what
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fascism, Imperialism, and genocide mean;
and I have discovered the truth about

the military take-over and the police state
dictatorship, not because I studied about

it in college, but because I see it everyday,
and because truth is something that is

honestly known, as easily as beauty is
seen. There is no need for me to relate

here everything that i have seen, or every
thing that I am sure you are already
aware of. I am sure, my sisters and broth
ers, that you realize that the government

is now in the rapid and steady process
of removing the means of survival from
the lower class and giving these benefits

to the middle class in an effort to rally
support from them. And as the govern
ment is removing these means of survival

from the people, then naturally the people
who have been robbed must in turn take

back what rightfully belongs to them, and
take back what they need in order to sur
vive. This the current dictatorship calls

a crime, whether they take food from the

grocery store, or take to the streets to

make a speech, or take a gun in their

hand to defend themselves.

As a member of the Symbionese Lib
eration Army information/intelligence
unit, I fight against our common oppres
sor, and this I do with my gun as well
as my mind. I try to use my mind and
my imagination to uncover facts, so that
when the SLA attacks it will be in the right

place, and that the actions of the more

experienced SLA combat units will truly
serve to benefit the people and answer
their needs. The action taken by the SLA
combat unit in reference to the Oakland

Board of Education was a specific re
sponse to political police state programs

and the failure of the Board to heed the

rights and demands of the people in the
community. The specific program was one
of the photo identification (similar to the
system of apartheid in South Africa), bio
logical classification in the form of bio-
dossiers which classify students according
to race and political beliefs, internal war

fare computer files, and armed police state
patrols within the schools. Intensely thor
ough intelligence operations carried out
by one of the SLA information units was
able to obtain factual information that

Foster's signature was the first to appear
on the Nixon Administration inspired pro
posal for armed police agents within cer
tain Oakland schools and various forms

of computer classification of students. Fur
ther intelligence reveaied that Foster's

background included membership on the
Philadelphia Crime Commission. Foster's
sideman, Blackburn, is a CIA agent. As
director of Education in East Africa he

worked to implement test programs
against black people there, and he trained
other agents to carry them out so that
he could return to this country and in
troduce those same programs here. I feel
a need to explain this again because I

want to make it clear that the SLA was

not indiscriminantly issuing death war
rants for Foster, Blackburn or anyone
else, but rather we were attacking the
programs and proposal of which they
were the initiators, supporters and first

signers. Such an attack was the only
means left open to us to demand that
the people's wishes be met, and that all
such dangerous, genocidal programs be
stopped.
The government controlled media has

made some reference to the effect that

this action was carried out by white peo
ple made up in black face. Members of
the SLA do not have to make up in black
face in order to defend the black com

munity, since the SLA is a federation
formed in the style of a revolutionary
united nations whose commanding leader
ship is composed of representatives of
the black, brown, yellow, red and white
communities. We have more than enough
members from every race to carry out
any operation. As revolutionaries we
would never disguise ourselves by race,
because we would never deliberately act in

a manner that would bring further police
investigation onto any one race of peoples.
But I would like to ask, since when does

one have to be black in order to care about

the murder of 14 year old Tyrone Guyton
by political police state death squads,
since when does one have to be white

in order to feei for the starving children
in Appalachia, since when does one have
to be Asian in order to care about stop
ping the napalming of children in Viet
nam, since when does one have to be

brown in order to fight against the mass
slaughters being conducted by the mili
tary junta in Chile???? Since when????
Not since we have come to realize that

we are all one in struggle.

1 am a member of the Symbionese Lib
eration Army information/intelligence unit
and that means that my responsibility
is to aid the combat units with informa

tion, and keep myself armed at all times.
1 am in a race to learn how to fight,
because 1 am in a race to survive. SLA

information/intelligence units have a mili
tary/political alliance with SLA combat
units. What that means is that information

units totally support armed struggle. That
is to say that all members of the SLA

understand that politics are inseparable
from struggle, in fact politics have no
meaning without armed combat and infor

mation units to give politics a purpose.

The Symbionese Liberation Army is un
like many existing political organizations
in this country which support the armed
liberation struggles of peoples throughout
the world, but when it comes to the strug
gle here in Amerikka, they consistently
denounce militancy and revolutionary vi
olence, and in so doing denounce the
only means left to the people to achieve
their liberation.

I believe that whenever people are con
fronted with oppression, starvation and
the death of their freedom that they want

to fight. It has been the history of many
political leaders to suppress this will of
the people, and to pretend that the people
do not have the right to fight, and to
pretend that the people will somehow
achieve their liberation without revolution

ary violence. But the truth is that there
has never been a precedent for a non
violent revolution; the defenseless and un
armed people of Chile can testify to that.
All members of the SLA recognize that
we, right here in Amerikka are in a state
of war, and that in a state of war, all
must be armed, and understand the true
meaning of self-defense. When any mem
ber of the people's army strikes out at
the murderer of our people and children,
we are doing so in self-defense, we are
doing so because we are left no alter
native, and force of arms is now our
only legal means to affect revolutionary
justice. However, the natural instincts of
many people in our country have become
perverted by the conditionings to which
they have been subjected, they have been
conditioned to be afraid of revolutionary
violence. 1 no longer have these fears
because as a comrade of mine named

Osceola has taught me, "The only way

to destroy fear is to destroy the makers
of fear, the murderer and the oppressor."
A revolutionary is not a criminal nor
is she or he an adventurer, and revolu
tionary violence is nothing but the most
profound means of achieving internal as
well as external balance.

1 would like to correct and clarify the
information given to you by the regime-
controlled media and police-state reports
associating the Symbionese Liberation Ar
my with the August 7th. First of all, state
ments about August 7th literature and
original communiques being foupd in the
Concord house are completely untrue. The
Symbionese Liberation Army is NOT the
August 7th; in fact, the August 7th is
a counter revolutionary Oakland City and

California State police plot to discredit
revolutionaries and confuse the people.
Freedom fighters act only in the interest

of the people, they do not unnecessarily

shoot down a helicopter whose crashing
would endanger lives of people in their

communities, nor do they credit themselves
with events or accidents that occur in which

they had no part, nor do they issue threats
which they are unprepared to carry out,
nor do they expose the nature and where
abouts of their forces, as for example
in the recent statement issued by August
7th saying that armed guerrilla units ex
isted inside the prisons. The events and
communiques associated with the August
7th served only enemy purposes: that is,
a statewide lock-down went into effect in

the prisons and the people began to think
of revolutionary action as that which
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would endanger their lives and homes.
As a member of the SLA 1 can tell you
that the SLA takes full credit and responsi
bility for its actions, we acknowledge
everything that we do, and if we had shot

down a helicopter, we would say so; and
if I had participated as a decoy in a
taxi cab incident I would say so. However,

I would like to tell you not to rely solely

on my analysis that the August 7th and
the Oakland and California State Political

Police are one in the same, but instead,

just take a look for yourselves. Ask your
selves of the extent to which the police

state will go to discredit revolutionaries
by labelling all street violence as revolu

tionary activity and by issuing nothing

but threatening communiques and then
saying that such threats are coming from
revolutionaries. It isn't just coincidence

that the week the August 7th issued an

idle threat against the life of prison official
Procunier, was the same week that the

California legislature re-instated the death
penalty.

The house in Concord, Calif, was a
Symbionese Liberation Army information/
intelligence headquarters, nothing more.
The house was set on fire by me only

to melt away any fingerprints that may

have been overlooked. It never was intend

ed that the fire would totally destroy the
premises, because there was nothing left

there that was of any real consequence

to us, nor was there any material left
behind that could stagnate the functioning

ability of The SLA to carry on the strug
gle. The reports that mass armaments

were found in that house is a lie. It is

an attempt to frame my 2 comrade broth
ers and it is an assertion to cover up

the fact that there were no weapons found
there. All that remained were 3 broken

BB guns, a couple of malfunctioning gas

masks, a few research books, and several
liberation posters on the walls. Also, let
me teU you that no one living or coming
to that house was a part of the SLA
combat forces. This can be easily verified;
first of all everyone in SLA combat forces
is offensively armed with cyanide bullets
in all weapons that they carry; and up
until today this had NOT heen the case
for SLA information/intelligence units or
any support units, at that time all units
but combat were only defensively armed
with hand guns and carried no cyanide
bullets. Secondly, we can easily verify
that the bailistics on the .380 now in

the hands of pig agents do not match
those of the weapon used in the attack
on the Oakland Board of Education. In

formation/intelligence units or any sup
port units were never allowed to possess
or have any contact with combat units

weapons. Beginning January 11th how
ever, a directive was issued by The SLA
and The Court of the People stating that
as of that date, all units of the Symbio
nese Liberation Army are to be heavily,

and offensively armed with cyanide bullets
in all their weapons. 1 would like to con

vey the word, to my 2 captured com-
paneros: you have not been forgotten,
and you will be defended because there
has been no set back and all combat

forces are intact.

There really are no words available
to me to express what I feel about the
capture of my two companeros. They are
in a concentration camp now because none

of us were offensively armed, and because

I was not aware that they were under

attack. But my beautiful brothers, as we

have said many times, we learn from
our mistakes, and we learn from our

active participation in struggle, not from
political rhetoric, so we won't cry, but
simply fight on; and right on with that.
A comrade of mine. Bo, says something
that I'd like to leave you with:
"There are two things to remember

about revolution, we are going to get
our asses kicked, and we are going to
win."

"Death to the fascist insect that preys
upon the life of the people."

Fahizah

Irish Writers Protest Exile of Solzhenitsyn

[The note below is from the Febru
ary 22 issue of the Irish Republican

Information Service bulletin, which is

published by the Provisional republi-

In a letter to newspapers this week,

13 leading Irish [Gaelic] writers con
demn the recent actions of the Soviet

Government against the famous Rus

sian writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn
and liken it to the denial of freedom

of speech in both parts of their own
country. The letter states (the follow

ing is a translation from Irish):
"Freedom of speech and opinion is

the basis of personal freedom and of
freedom in the public sphere. This

freedom is being curtailed in many

countries at the moment. We, writers

in the Irish language, are concerned

with any such curtailment, both

abroad and at home.

"We are concerned at anybody being
arrested because his opinions are not

the same as the opinion of those who
rule the state (no matter what state is

in question).

"It is not our function in Ireland,

however, to point the finger of con
demnation at Greece, the Sudan or

Egypt, for example. This is because
of the existence of Long Kesh, of the

Special Criminal Courts, of Section
31 of the Broadcasting Act [which
forbids publicizing the views of "il
legal organizations"], in our own coun
try.

"As writers, nevertheless, we are

greatly concerned that one of our
brothers has been arrested on account

of his writings, particularly his new
book 'Gulag Archipelago.'

"The Nobel Prize was not bestowed

on Alexander Solzhenitsyn without
good reason. He is one of the finest

writers of our time, a man who has

among his gifts integrity of mind and
a great sharpness of vision. We are
concerned at this iniquitous action of
the authorities in the Soviet Union,
an action which wiU put another ob

stacle in the way of understanding in

that country, and assist the propa
ganda of its enemies.
"Our concern is not relieved by the

fact that Solzhenitsyn is now banished
from his country, and sheltered with
his fellow Nobel Prize-winner, Hein-

rich Boll. Indeed, he is in a worse

situation now, since he has always
said that it is in his own country that

he wants to spend his life and do his
work. We Irish people understand that

attitude of his, very well."
The letter is signed by the poets

Sean O Riordain, Mairtin O Direain,

Michael Davitt, Tomas Toibin, Liam

O MuirthUe and Gabriel Rosenstock;

novelists Diarmuid O SiiiUeabhain,

Criostoir O Floinn and Padraig O
Maoileoin; short story writers Daithi
O h-Ogdin and Micheal O h-Uana-

chain, critic Criostoir Mac Aonghusa
and historian Padraig O Snodaigh.

These include writers who have

themselves been victims of political
censorship. A big controversy was
given rise to recently when a TV inter

view with O Riordain was censored,

while a similar controversy took
place some years ago after a govern

ment attempt to suppress a poem by
0 Floinn on a Republican volunteer
who was killed in the Six Counties.

Diarmuid O SuUleabhain, winner of

an Irish Academy of Letters Award,
served a six months prison sentence
last year for making a speech critical
of the Dublin Government. □
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