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U.N. Body to Study
Puerto Rico Issue

The United Nations Committee on
Colonialism voted August 30 to keep
the issue of Puerto Rico under "con-
tinuous review." The vote of the twenty-
four-member committee was 12-2, with
nine abstentions and one member ab-
sent.

In a resolution, the committee called
on the United States government to
refrain from measures that might ob-
struct "the full and free exercise by
the people of their inalienable rights
to self-determination and indepen-
dence, as well as economic and social
rights."

John Scali, chief U.S. delegate,
promptly attacked the vote as "ludi-
crous." The island colony, he asserted,
had achieved self-governing status
and should be dropped from the list
of colonies that the committee annual-
ly reviews. The United States and its
junior partner, Great Britain, pulled
out of the Committee on Colonialism
in 1971.

The committee agreed to take up
the question of Puerto Rico in response
to a motion submitted by Cuba, which
has been trying for years to get the
world body to discuss it. There now
appears to be a possibility that the
issue will be debated in the General
Assembly itself when it opens its ses-
sion September 18.

A week prior to the vote, the com-
mittee, in an unprecedented move,
heard testimony from representatives
of the Puerto Rican independence
movement. It did so, reported Kath-
leen Teltsch in the August 31 New
York Times, "despite strenuous lob-
bying against this move by the United
States." Supporters of independence for
the colony had been holding daily
pickets in front of the United Nations,
demanding that the question be placed
on the agenda.

Juan Mari Brés, general secretary
of the Puerto Rican Socialist party,
and Rubén Berrios, president of the
Puerto Rican Independence party, de-
nounced "the United States and its
government for violating international
law and the United Nations Charter
by maintaining a colonial-type system
in Puerto Rico . . . demonstrating ab-
solute disdain for the right of self-
determination of nations.” O
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Seek a 'Brazilian' or ‘Indonesian’ Solution

Counterrevolutionaries Step Up Pressure in Chile

By Gerry Foley

"Because we are sure that there is
going to be another bosses' strike.
The strike was called off but notended,
the rich said on Sunday night[Novem-
ber 5, 1972]. We heard them clearly.
They said that this strike was only a
skirmish, and that the fight is contin-
uing. We heard them clearly over the
radio. Either the drones are going to
leave the honeycomb or they will come
back to rule the country with blood
and fire. It is us or the rich. ...
There is going to be another bosses'
strike, and the government is handing
the plants back to the fascists so that
they can make another try. . . .

"The big problem is that we are
in those plants and we are not going
to give them back. The government
said for us to make these plants pro-
duce, and we did, and now we are
not going to give them back. What is
the government going to do? Shootus?

"They didn't drive the rich out of
the enclaves where they were holding
the trucks. Are they going to drive
us government supporters out of the
plants? What a dilemma, Comparero
Presidente!"

This editorial in the November 9,
1972, issue of the left Socialist paper
Aurora de Chile presented thedilemma
of the Allende government very clear-
ly. The new peak in the prolonged
crisis of a regime regarded not so
long ago by the pro-Moscow Com-
munist parties as a showcase of the
peaceful and electoral road to so-
cialism has fully confirmed this anal-
ysis and its predictions. An inexorable
process of polarization between the
capitalists on one side and the workers
and poor farmers on the other has
drastically reduced the room for class-
collaborationist maneuvers.

From the moment the popular-front
government was brought to power by
the rise of the workers movement, the
bourgeois parties have been steadily
stepping up the pressure on Allende
to force the Unidad Popular (UP—
Popular Unity) to retreat and to de-
mobilize and disappoint the masses.
The objective of the main bourgeois
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political strategists has been to wear
away the popular hopes inspired by
the UP victory, while at the same
time keeping Allende in power as the
best means of holding a rein on the
popular strata supporting his re-
formist government.

Despite the capitulationism of Al-

ALLENDE: Will present crisis bring about
his downfall?

lende and the Communist party, which
forms the real leadership of the UP,
the bourgeoisie's war of attrition in-
volved escalating risks.

In the first place, sectors of theruling
class and the right have shown a
tendency, in view of the rise of mass
mobilizations, to become panicky and
to go too far. The assassination of the
commander of the armed forces, Gen-
eral René Schneider, on the eve of
Allende's inauguration reflected these
dangers. The murderers represented a
rightist faction in the army. As the
tensions have grown, it has apparently
become more and more difficult to
make sure that only the right amount
of pressure is brought to bear against
Allende.

On the other hand, the assaults of
the right against the UP regime have
provoked responses from the workers
that Allende could not control and that
went further and further toward irrevo-
cably undermining the bases of the
capitalist system. This two-sided pro-
cess showed up clearly in the first
full-scale test of strength between the
government and the bourgeois opposi-
tion in the October 1972 "bosses'
strike."

While Allende capitulated, bringing
the heads of the armed forces into his
cabinet and making his government
dependent on these supposedly "im-
partial patriots,” the workers and
youth mobilized to keep the economy
functioning, and in the process signif-
icantly widened the area of social con-
trol. At the same time, moredemocratic
and active organizations developed
among the workers —the cordones in-
dustriales (assemblies of rank-and-file
workers in local industrial concentra-
tions).

The latest rightist offensive began
on July 25 with the opening of a
new bosses and professionals' strike
spearheaded, as in October, by the
truck owners. The far right tried to
give the maximum intensity to the
campaign against Allende by launch-
ing a wave of terrorist acts, beginning
with the assassination of the presi-
dent's aide, Captain Araya, on July
27.

The new escalation was initiated by
the abortive uprising of the Second
Armored Regiment on June 29, which
may have represented simply an out-
burst by panicky rightist officers, like
the assassination of Schneider, or as
the propopular-front weekly Chile Hoy
suggested (see further on), possibly
the first in a series of limited military
rebellions designed to slowly tighten
a noose around the neck of the gov-
ernment.

In any case, the tank regiment's
assault on the presidential palace
touched off a working-class mobiliza-
tion similar to the one that responded
to the rightist offensive in October.
Workers staged a new series of plant
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seizures, and the cordones industriales
were strengthened. This is described
in an adjoining article written in late
July by Hugo Blanco, who is living
in Santiago, Chile.

Blanco's report was written before
the truck owners unleashed their strike.
Following the June 29 putsch, Chile
Hoy noted an increasingly blood-
thirsty tone in the conservative press,
reporting July 27 that in Chile's major
bourgeois daily, El Mercurio, for ex-
ample, Héctor Precht Banados wrote
an article entitled "Anti-Communist
Satisfactions,” in which he said, among
other things: "Traveling through anti-
Communist countries like Brazil offers
profound satisfactions for those of us
who have had to put up with the Com-
munists for almost three years. In the
first place, you find the Communists
in their proper place, in hiding."

In the same issue of El Mercurio,
an editorial seemed to advocate an
"Indonesian” solution, as Chile Hoy
saw it: "The editorial was entitled 'The
Communists Set Jakarta Plan in Mo-
tion." The historical truth was nothing
less than this: 'The Reds, instigated
and equipped from Peking, tried in
September 1965 to take over the coun-
try by liquidating the military high
command, which they considered their
main enemy.' But the plan failed, El
Mercurio explained, and 'then the
anger of the people was aroused, and
a general crackdown on the Com-
munists started up, which was all-
embracing and spontaneous and hor-
rible." But it really wasn't so horrible
because, thanks to this opportune re-
pression, Indonesia 'is one of the lead-
ing nations in southern Asia. . . .' Its
population is so large that no one
even notices that in 1965 the 'sponta-
neous' repression caused the 'death
of hundreds of thousands of leftists.’
Thanks to this purge, 'the economy
has been stabilized and order prevails.'
The message is quite clear."

But not just the classical right (to
say nothing of the growing fascist
element) seem to be thinking in stark
terms; Chile Hoy's report continues:

"On the following day [Sunday, July
1], Eduardo Frei [former "center-left"
president of the country] spoke in his
capacity as president of the Senate.
After denying any participation by
the 'democratic sectors' in the rebel-
lion of the Second Armored Regiment,
he noted that as a result of this event
'the occupation of factories and
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ranches was ordered. The cordones
industriales, with which they aretrying
to surround the city, were strengthened.
And what is graver still, the certainty
exists that arms were distributed. Stra-
tegic deployments were made and
orders were issued as if Chile were on
the brink of a civil war.™

The former Christian Democratic
president warned, according to Chile
Hoy: ""The constitution of a popular
power means in fact creating a paral-
lel army,"” which has to be crushed,
'before it is too late.' This was the
response of the noted 'democrat' —who
waited in silence to see how the June
29 attempted coup would turn out—
to the dialogue that President Allende
offered to his 'opponents."

Despite the rightist attempt to over-
throw the government by armed force
onJune 29, and despitethe multiplying
acts of terrorism by the fascist Patria
y Libertad, Chile's "democratic armed
forces" turned their main attention to-
ward crushing in the egg the "parallel
army" of the workers. The "arms con-
trol" law that was passed with relative-
ly little protest by the opposition-con-
trolled parliament at the height of the
October crisis suddenly emerged as
seemingly the most important statute
in the code.

Even Chile Hoy, which in October
and November had praised the "peo-
ple's army" as "patriotic," was shocked
by what seemed to be at least over-
zealousness on the part of the mili-
tary in enforcing this law. The popu-
lar-front weekly offered some mild crit-
icism in a civic spirit.

"A year ago . . . the left members of
parliament warned that the rightist
opposition was trying to assign to the
armed forces a role for which they
were unsuited and unprepared. These
warnings were confirmed dramatically
early Sunday morning when about
two hundred airborne troops, sup-
ported by three helicopters, four
trucks, two buses, and two vans and
aided by the light of flares, raided the
Cementerio Metropolitano just hours
before army troops carried out an
equally spectacular raid of the offices
of DINAC [Distribuidora Nacional —
National Distribution System] in Val-
paraiso. On Friday, also in Valpa-
raiso, marines stormed into a boys
school so violently that the high com-
mand later apologized to the prin-
cipal." (Chile Hoy, July 13.)

The airborne troops that raided the

Cementerio Metropolitano were on a
ruthless "counterinsurgency” mission,
as indicated by the account the
groundskeeper's wife gave to Chile
Hoy:

"My husband was going out to the
privy when he was arrested by the
military. They also took me out of
the house, and we barely had time to
dress. Then they took out the children
(they have seven) who had not had
time to put their shoes on. There were
twenty of us lying for some time in
the mud and rain. They were not peo-
ple that the military found when they
arrived inside the cemetery but neigh-
bors who came to see what was hap-
pening. From the noise, you would
have thought an airplane had crashed.
But afterwards we realized that it was
helicopters landing in the cemetery.
All those who approached were forced
to lie down in the mud with their hands
behind their heads. We were there for a
very long time, and when we com-
plained of the cold, they kicked us."

The popular-front weekly noted re-
provingly: "After six hours of this
intensive operation, the men of the
Chilean armed forces withdrew. In this
space of time they had done almost
as much damage to the image of their
institution (the same thing happened
in Valparaiso) in the eyes of the peo-
ple as the soldiers did to the army's
image in the previous unfortunate inci-
dents in El Salvador (1966) against
the miners and in José Maria Caro
(1963) against the homeless people.”

Using the army for such repressive
tasks, Chile Hoy warned, would "only
separate the soldiers —who are trained
to operate on the basis of brute force —
from the people.

"Of course this is precisely what the
right wants today."

But the armed forces command very
quickly showed its readiness to use
"brute force" not only against civilians
but also against their own enlisted men
in order to prevent anyone from
taking too seriously the talk about
the "democratic traditions” of the
Chilean army.

The use of "brute force" was espe-
cially salient in the navy, where, ac-
cording to the August 24 Chile Hoy,
rightist officers had been preparing
for months to play a key role in top-
pling the Allende government. The
plan reportedly consisted of two parts.
The first was to use the navy to block
the shipment of provisions and sup-
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plies over water and thus complete
the blockade imposed by the transport
industry. The second was to support
a series of small risings such as the
June 29 mutiny.

"These plans were jeopardized, how-
ever," the pro-UP weekly noted, "by
the situation among the sailors and
petty officers. For months it had been
clear that the majority sentiment was
running against a coup and in favor
of loyalty to the government. In prac-
tically all units of the three zones into
which the navy has divided the
Chilean coast — Valparaiso, Talcahua-
no, and Punta Arenas—events have
been taking place that are peculiar
for a country where both the left and
right have cultivated the idea that the
armed forces should be 'apolitical' and
strictly 'professional.’

"Rightist officers havebeen delivering
harangues, especially to the petty of-
ficers, using exactly the samelanguage
as politicians like Onofre Jarpa [head
of the increasingly neofascist Na-
tional party] and Eduardo Frei. That
is, the government does not intend to
rectify its policy. Not even the most
energetic appeals have any effect, and
the only 'solution' is to overthrow it.

"In these same harangues, which
were particularly frequent in July, it
was said that the essential first step
was to destroy the mass organiza-
tions of the left, especially the cor-
dones industriales and the comandos
communales [municipal commands]
through using the arms control law."

After the June 29 coup and the start
of the popular mobilization it touched
off, the naval officers made special
efforts to separate the sailors from
civilians. They ordered that only com-
missioned officers should carry wea-
pons. Supplies of arms were hidden.
At the end of the first week in August,
a large-scale repression was launched
to eliminate "sedition," that is, opposi-
tion to the rightist plotting.

The arrests of "extremist" sailors and
navy yard workers were described in
the August 24 Chile Hoy by Pedro
Enriquez, their lawyer. Enriquez is a
member of the MIR [Movimiento de la
Izquierda Revolucionaria —Movement
of the Revolutionary Left]. He had
handled the defense of the student fed-
eration against the repression carried
out by the Frei administration. Con-
cerning the sailors, Enriquez said:

"The charge of subversion and ex-
tremism raised against these sailors
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and workers by the naval authorities
will not stand the least examination.
Let us just note that, starting August
5, 1973, about one hundred sailors
and workers were arrested and sav-
agely tortured. On August 14, the head
of the naval tribunal in Talcahuano,
Don Fernando Jiménez Larrain, found
them guilty of 'dereliction of military
duty' according to Paragraph 3, Arti-
cle 299, of the Military Code of Justice,
a clause that is used when no other
definite infraction can be lodged. To
make myself clear: When you can't
charge them with anything else, you
can find them guilty of dereliction of
military duty, which covers infractions
from not getting a haircut up to and
including violating a regulation.

"The truth is quite different from
these claims. From the time that they
learned Allende had won the presi-
dential elections, the reactionary sec-
tors of the armed forces began to
prepare to stage a coup atthe oppor-
tune moment against the constitutional

GENERAL PRATS: Out of cabinet but not
off political stage.

government. These putschist prepara-
tions were widely noted by the sailors
and workers, both on large ships like
the Blanco Encalada, the O'Higgins,
and the Prat, and in the various navy
yards.

"This prompted some petty officers
and sailors, as well as some workers,
to talk about refusing to let them-
selves be used for a coup against
the legal government and—if one

occurred —to oppose it. These con-
versations reached the ears of those
involved in the putschist maneuvers,
and they used their influence in the
commands and among thereactionary
officers to cook up a monstrous farce
about 'subversion' and 'extremism' in
the ranks of the armed forces.

"The only offense committed by the
sailors and workers who were beaten
up and put on trial was that they pro-
fessed leftist ideas and were ready to
oppose a coup against the constitu-
tional government. This is what they
said to the tribunal, and that is why
the authorities haven't been able to
charge them so far with anything less
vague than ‘'dereliction of military
duty.""

In its physical intimidation of the
imprisoned sailors and naval yard
workers, the Chilean military did not
seem notably inhibited by its much
touted "democratic traditions." Essen-
tially the same methods were used
as those made familiar by the Bra-
zilian military dictatorship in partic-
ular. This is the account that eight
of these prisoners gave Enriquez:

"They took us one by one to the
so-called Cuartel Borgono, where they
violently forced us at gun point to
strip completely. Since weweren'tquick
enough, in their opinion, they kicked
us and beat us with their rifle butts.
Then they took us to a place where
there was a drainage pit or, as they
called it, a 'swimming pool." It was
filled with mud, excrement, gravel, and
slime. They forced us to splash around
in it.

"Then after a long period of this
kind of softening up, they took some
of the men, bound hand and foot,
and propped them up against a wall,
while one beat them with his fists,
concentrating on the stomach. Others
were forced to prop themselves up
against a wall or on the ground with
their arms and legs far apart. Then
we were in just the right position for
them to kick us in the mouth and
stomach until we could not hold our-
selves up any more. When we fell,
they kicked us all over.

"Finally we were submerged in an
oil drum filled with muddy water and
excrement. They threw usinhead down
and held us by the legs. When they
thought we might die if they kept on
with such treatment, they took us out.
At last, when they thought that our
physical and moral resistance was
broken, they asked us questions. If
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anything in the answer didn't suitthem
or fit in with the models offered by
some officers, we were thrown into
the drums again to 'soften us up'
once more.,"

Reports of "subversion” inthe Chilean
navy were mentioned in the interna-
tional press, but an informant in
Valparaiso told New York Times cor-
respondent Marvine Howe that there
was no need to worry about leftist
influence in the fleet:

"'The Miristas' —radicals from the
Movement of the Revolutionary Left
—'were trying to infiltrate the enlisted
men but it isn't a real problem be-
cause the navy has American instruc-
tors and is solidly anti-Communist,'
the agent for a steamship line said."

Furthermore, the popular-front gov-
ernment was clearly incapable of com-
bating the conspiracies of the right-
ist officers in the only "effective way,
by organizing the enlisted men to de-
fend their democratic rights and in-
volving them in the process of class
struggle going on in the country. In
fact, instead of going to the aid of
the sailors and workers persecuted by
the rightist plotters against his regime,
Allende echoed the false charges
against them. Enriquez complained:

"In my opinion, the relationship of
forces among the officers in the armed
services, especially the navy, is un-
favorable to the left at the present
time. Clearly, the great majority of
the officers in this branch are against
the government and the left. I think
that the policy officially promoted by
the government toward the armed
forces bears some responsibility for
this. The regime has tried to quar-
antine the officers from the class strug-
gle in conditions where this has only
favored the advance of reactionary
sectors, which have been able to carry
out their plans undisturbed, almost
without opposition.

"It has become a virtual taboo in
the traditional left parties to do any
work with a correct orientation aimed
at the armed forces, especially that
portion of them that is the people
in uniform. One example will suffice.
While the workers in the navy yards
and the sailors suffered and continue
to suffer the most bestial repression
in memory for identifying with the
left, when Dr. Allende swore in his
so-called 'National Security Cabinet,’
he disavowed these workers, saying
that they were ultraleftists linking up
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CORVALAN: Pledges to keep bourgeois
armed forces "strictly professional.’

with the ultraright. Saying such things
about workers and sailors who are
ready to oppose a coup against the
government seems, to say the least,
gravely mistaken."

Not only Allende was determined
to keep the armed forces quarantined
from the class struggle. The best or-
ganized, most homogeneous, and po-
litically most consistent party in the
UP government, the Communist party,
on which the popular-front president
has come more and more to lean,
was, if anything, even more outspo-
kenly in favor of such a policy. CP
General Secretary Luis Corvalan put
it this way in a speech quoted ex-
tensively in the July 31 issue of Chile
Hoy:

"Because the workers took some im-
mediate security measures against the
recent attempted coup and maintained
these precautionary measures, some
reactionaries have begun to send up a
howl, thinking that they have found
a new issue to use to drive a wedge
between the people and the armed
forces. They are claiming that we have
an orientation of replacing the profes-
sional army.

"No sir, we continue and will
continue to support keeping our armed
institutions strictly professional.”

Despite the efforts of Allende and
the Communist party, however, the
mass mobilizations provoked by right-
ist attempts to undermine the UP's
social reforms have inevitably had

an impact in the armed forces. A
soldier interviewed in the July 20 issue
of Chile Hoy indicated one avenue
by which the class struggle has pene-
trated into the army. "Take my case,
for example. Since I am a bachelor,
the army doesn't give me enough to
live on to make it through the month.
If we in our neighborhood had not
organized a JAP [juntas de abaste-
cimiento y control de precios — supply
and price controlboards— arepopular
organs controlling distribution in the
neighborhoods], we would perish from
hunger. There is an order that says
we can't take part in the JAPs, but
what would we get out of obeying such
an order? Many have disregarded it."

Thus, the reasons for the nervous
and violent mood of the officer corps
and the bourgeois politicians are clear,
and with them the reasons for the
lengthening shadow of the gun over
Chilean political life.

Under the threat of the June 29
coup, the workers carried their mo-
bilizations and independent initiatives
another long step forward. The ten-
dency to create a "parallel army" is
inherent in the situation; it is the
logical and essential next step for the
Chilean workers, and it goes hand in
hand with splitting the ranks of the
military. Unless an effective popular
force is created quickly, thebourgeoisie
is likely to lash out suddenly and
desperately to crush the workersmove-
ment and impose a "Brazilian" or even
an "Indonesian” solution. The workers
seem already to have advanced further
than the bourgeoisie can tolerate.

It is the situation itself that inspires
the fears of the bourgeoisie. There is
still no real revolutionary party in
Chile that can initiate the process of
organizing a workers army or splitting
the ranks of the armed forces. The
MIR's defense of the political rights
of enlisted men could have an impor-
tant impact and lead to serious work
within the armed services. But so far
this organization has conspicuously
failed to raise slogans to prepare the
way for arming the masses and
creating a popular army. Its demands
for giving the right to vote and better
treatment to soldiers are not a sufficient
program for work in the army, and
time is rapidly running out.

Under the pressure of events, an
understanding of the need for a revo-
lutionary offensive seems to be be-
coming more widely understood. In
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the Cordén Industrial Vicuna Mac-
kenna, where a group of Chilean Trot-
skyists is active, statements pointing
in the right direction were issued
around the time of the coup by rep-
resentatives of several left parties, in-
cluding the Chilean section of the
Fourth International. The council of
the cordén itself issued a program
for a counteroffensive.

In particular the representatives of
the left groups (see Intercontinental
Press, June 30, p. 929) called for
popular control of all production and
distribution, creation of a popular mi-
litia, and placing defense in the hands
of the organized working class. But
there is still no party that can take
up this example and spread itthrough-
out the cordones and throughout the
country.

Nonetheless, the process of polariza-
tion has advanced so far that it does
not seem that the bourgeoisie and the
reformists can maintain the formulas
for class collaboration that they
adopted during the rise of the UP
government and in the October crisis.
The first condition set by the Christian
Democrats for accepting a "dialogue”
with Allende was that representatives
of the military be brought back into
the cabinet so as to guarantee "ob-
servance of the constitution.”

On August 10, the popular-front
president complied and installed a
"cabinet of national security" including
most importantly General Prats, the
commander of the armed forces. But
the entry of the military into the gov-
ernment and the threat of martial-
law measures against the truck own-
ers did not resolve the situation as
it did in October, not even tempo-
rarily. The military were not accept-
ed as impartial arbiters by important
sections of the UP, especially the SP
left wing, which is most susceptible
to pressure from the masses, or by
important sections of the right. The
military cabinet was seen much more
clearly as a betrayal by the workers.
It could not deliver what the rightists
wanted. On the other hand the right,
emboldened by Allende's repeated ca-
pitulations, would accept nothing less
than complete surrender, which Allende
could not grant. Under these pres-
sures, the military cabinet collapsed.

On August 18, the holder of the
most sensitive post, air force General
César Ruiz Danyau, resigned asminis-
ter of transport. He had not moved
very energetically against the truck
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owners.

"The military has taken a very
placid, almost courteous attitude to-
ward the truckers,” Le Monde's corre-
spondent noted in a dispatch in the
August 18 issue of the Paris daily.
It carried out one arms search near
Santiago. "In the rest of the country
it has not yet intervened." Despite the
entry of the armed services com-
manders into the cabinet, the Christian
Democrats continued to support the
new "bosses’ strike."

Le Monde's correspondent wrote:
"The truck owners association feelsthat
it has the support not only of the
rightist political organizations (the Na-
tional party) and the extreme right
but also the Christian Democratic
party, which has declared that it sup-
ports the action 'without any reserva-
tions."™

Allende depended entirely on the
army to restore order: "The president
of the Chilean trade-union federation,
Figueroa (CP), and the general sec-
retary, Calderén (SP), have offered
Allende the support of the workers
both in organizing surveillance of key
points in cooperation with the army
and in taking over and putting back
into operation the trucks that have
been stopped and sabotaged by their
owners. So far Allende has preferred
to rely exclusively on the military ap-
paratus." (Le Monde, August 18.)

At the same time, Allende could not
accept his gold-braided transport min-
ister's demands for complete surrender
to the truckers. On August 18 Ruiz
resigned both his ministerial and mili-
tary positions. At the same time, Al-
lende fired his under secretary of trans-
port, Jaime Faivovich of the SP, as the
truckers had demanded. But Frei sud-
denly took a new attitude toward the
presence of the military in the cabinet,
accusing the UP of "skillfully and im-
pudently using the armed forces so as
to make them take the responsibility
for the economie, political, and social
disaster facing Chile."

In an editorial August 25, Le Monde
offered this explanation for Frei's
about-face: "Once involved with the
responsibilities and compromises of
power, the army rapidly politicized.
The right wing of the Christian Democ-
racy is now strongly calling for re-
turning the armed forcesto 'neutrality,’
but a month ago Frei's friends were
not opposed to a massive entry of mili-
tary men into the cabinet. They even
made this a condition for a 'dialogue’

with the chief of state. Doubtlessly
they had hoped that these centurions
would effectively oppose the growth
of the revolutionary wing of the
Unidad Popular."

Ruiz's resignationsparked discontent
in the air force that threatened to lead
to a new coup. "It is evident that the
deep division of Chilean society is
being increasingly clearly reflected in
the military institution,” wrote Enri-
que Alonso, a correspondent of La
Opinién, in the August 21 issue of
the Buenos Aires daily.

Alonso also pointed out why Allende
could not accept Ruiz's demands for a
"friendly settlement" with the truckers.
"For the leaders of the CUT it was
getting harder and harder to hold
back their rank and file who wanted
to 'leave the factories to restore order
in the country."™

On August 25, Prats himself was
forced to resign to "preserve the unity
of the army,"” as he put it. The resig-
nation of Admiral Montero, the last
service head in the cabinet, was an-
nounced at the same time. Montero
alone resumed his post as commander
of his branch of the armed forces.

Speaking to a group of progovern-
ment students on the night of August
25, Allende explained that Prats had
resigned after recognizing the wives
of several high officers in a protest
demonstration in front of his house.

"The fall of Prats prevented a split
in the military, and a split in the
military means civil war," Alonso re-
marked tersely in the August 28 La
Opinidn.

But it immediately became evident
that Prats's resignation did not mean
his withdrawal from the center of the
political stage. In fact, his political
importance seemed to grow: "From
the moment of his resignation,” Alon-
so wrote, "his home has become a real
Mecca for all the major forces in the
left spectrum who come to congrat-
ulate him for his patriotism and to
express their solidarity.

"This vast political movement must
naturally have some outcome, and
many analysts suppose that Prats will
not remain within the moral and pro-
fessional bounds of the armed forces,
but in a near or relatively near future
will fill some role of real importance."

Although Allende was able to put
together a new national unity cabinet
in the last days of August by bring-
ing in lower-ranking officers, the for-
mula did not seem very promising,
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as the New York Times noted in an
editorial August 31: "It is by no means
clear, however, that these men will
be able to succeed — where their com-
manders in chief in the previous Cab-
inet failed —in ending the strikes and
violence, restoring public order and
confidence and shoring up Chile's bat-
tered democratic institutions."

The bourgeois offensive continues
unrelentingly. But the objective of the
main capitalist leaders apparently is
still a limited one, judging from a
statement by Frei quoted in the Times
editorial: "For Chile to emerge from
the present crisis, a change of Govern-
ment is required, not a change of
President . . ."

The meaning of this, as the Times
noted, was clear enough: "To survive
personally and dissolve the present
crisis, Dr. Allende must cutback sharp-
ly on his drastic socialist program
and get rid of the ministers who have

Chile

persisted in pushing it by means that
circumvent the Congress. In return
for these actions, Mr. Frei implied,
the Christian Democrats would co-
operate with Dr. Allende to turn the
country back from the brink of civil
war."

But the mouthpiece of American im-
perialism was not optimistic: "There
is no evidence so far that Dr. Allende
is either willing or able to accept any
such conditions." In face of such deep
divisions, the traditional answer of
the Latin American bourgeoisie is to
put a demagogic Bonaparte in power.
The UP and the CUT bureaucrats
have obligingly built up the image
of General Prats as a likely candidate
for "savior of the nation" if, by their
failure to organize the masses effect-
ively against the rightist plotters in
the army, they have not prepared the
way for an "Indonesian” or "Brazil-
ian" outcome to the present crisis. [0

Why the June 29 Coup Attempt Failed

By Eduardo Gonzales

Santiago

The authors of the June 29 coup
embarked on what was a desperate
course of action, hoping that the bulk
of the armed forces, faced with the
accomplished fact, would be drawn
in and the government overthrown.

What gave this rebellion an adven-
turistic and desperate character was
the fact that a few days earlier the
government had discovered the prep-
arations for the plot and had begun
to take measures to head it off. Sev-
eral of the plotters had been arrested.

Confronted with this state of affairs,
one of the officers in charge of the
Second Armored Regiment brought
out its troops and tanks under pre-
text of rescuing one of the arrested
officers who was being questioned by
government intelligence services, and
in this way deceived the soldiers who
supported him.

It is clear that Lieutenant Colonel
Souper, who led the tanks and troops
to the Moneda Palace and then laid
siege to it, was incited to this desperate
move by those who had been pre-

984

paring the coup —the most reaction-
ary sectors of the bourgeoisie, rep-
resented by the National party and
the fascist organization Patria y Li-
bertad [Fatherland and Freedom].

These sectors of the Chilean far right
have been holding the trump card
of a coup and the setting up of a
Brazilian-type regime in their hand
for a long time, but once their game
was discovered they decided to play
on the secret hope of winning the back-
ing of the armed forces, at least of
those who were already compromised
in the affair.

In spite of the confusion that reigned
during the first moments of the coup,
and in spite of the fact that it began
at a time that is hardly the usual
one for such plots [during the early
morning rush hour], the participants'
intended aim of drawing in their com-
rades-in-arms met with no response.
Not a single concrete case is known
in which this occurred. Rather, the
effect that was achieved was the com-
plete opposite: The bulk of the armed
forces remained "loyal" to the defense

of the constitution and the established
government.

The explanation for this failure of
large layers of the armed forces to
respond to the incitement to a coup
on June 29 does not lie, as the gov-
ernment claimed, simply in the "loyal-
ty" of the armed forces or the excel-
lence of the military —nor in the mo-
bilization of the masses in defense of
the government, as the reformist bu-
reaucrats of the Popular Unity parties
and the CUT [Central Unica de Tra-
bajadores — Workers Central Union]
would now like to have people be-
lieve. In spite of the masses' desire
to come to the defense of what they
consider to be their government, they
did not mobilize early in the develop-
ments.

Although President Allende, in an
effort to discourage any attempt by
any section of the armed forces to
rally to the call for a coup, called
on the workers to "defend the gov-
ernment and fturn out armed with
whatever they have," the workers did
not turn out. Disoriented by the ab-
sence of a leadership that could show
them what to do, they remained un-
able to act. Once the masses began
to emerge from their stupor and to
react to the danger, they saw them-
selves once again held back by their
own reformist leadership.

The CUT, instead of taking advan-
tage of Allende's appeal by issuing
an urgent call for a general strike,
thereby mobilizing all the workers,
limited itself to transferring its head-
quarters to a Santiago factory dis-
trict and issuing instructions to all
union leaders to order their rank and
file to "occupy all the factories, plants,
universities, and public buildings,"
and to form watchdog committees to
protect the occupations. In this way,
the workers were handcuffed and kept
well under control, "until further or-
ders,” in the occupied factories and
plants.

Nor did the comandos comunales
[municipal commands] or the cordo-
nes industriales [assemblies of rank-
and-file workers in Santiago indus-
trial concentrations| concretely re-
spond during this emergency, in spite
of the fact that it is out of these mass
bodies that the present vanguard of
the Chilean process is developing.

Soon after the threat—both from
the coup and from the independent,
spontaneous mobilization of the work-
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ing class—had been completely elim-
inated, the government, the CUT, and
the Popular Unity called a rally at
the Moneda to repudiate pressures for
a coup. In his speech to the gather-
ing, Allende called attention to the
"loyalty" of the majority of the mil-
itary, and especially of General Prats,
who was in charge of the operations
to crush the adventurist group.

Despite the initial disorientation of
the Chilean masses and the efforts
of their reformist leaderships to hold
them back, they were prepared to
make short shrift of the fascist threat.
This was reflected in the June 21
demonstration in the streets of San-
tiago and in the Moneda rally con-
fronting the Patria y Libertad fascists.
On June 21, more than 700,000 work-
ers demonstrated their support for the
government, demanding more power
to the people; on the evening of June
29, an equal number of demonstra-
tors demanded that Allende dissolve
parliament and put the plotters up
against the wall. On June 29, the Chi-
lean masses first looked on, stupe-
fied, as the events unfolded, and then
saw themselves powerless and shack-
led by their leaders.

Although the coup was something
that had been in the air for some
time, and was therefore foreseeable,
neither the government nor the reform-
ist bureaucracy prepared or organized
the masses in time to stand up to
it. Only at the last minute did they
call on the workers, and they did
so most timidly, very careful not to
lose their ironclad control, mobiliz-
ing from above in a bureaucratic fash-
ion. In spite of the fact that the plot
had been uncovered a couple of days
earlier, the government, as well as
the CUT and the Popular Unity, were
very careful not to reveal all the de-
tails, observing near total silence
about the plans for a coup.

This time the coup failed, reveal-
ing that the armed forces are not yet
as a whole agreed on overthrowing
the government and setting up a fas-
cist-type regime. It also revealed the
weakness of the reformist regime and
how little it is inclined to seriously
rely on the workers to thwart, once
and for all, the threat of a coup.

The most lucid sectors of the bour-
geoisie and the armed forces are
aware that overthrowing the govern-
ment in this way, in the present con-
ditions of crisis and of working-class
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upsurge, would immediately lead to
a confrontation with the mass move-
ments, and that these movements
would have freedom of operation, with
their reformist leaders and the Popular
Unity government no longer holding
them back. For imperialism and the
bourgeoisie as a whole— aside from
the most desperate of the reactionary
sectors —the Popular Unity govern-
ment and the CUT are for now the

Workers Mobilize in Chile

In the Aftermath of the
By Hugo Blanco

Santiago

On June 29 desperate sectors of the
right attempted a coup d'etat here.

In view of the gravity of the situ-
ation, the CUT |[Central Unica
de Trabajadores— Workers Central
Union] found itself forced to call for
seizing the factories as a preventive
measure.

The working class carried this out.
In the face of the rapid response by
the workers, many of the plotters
stayed under cover and the putsch was
quickly put down.

Many workers took advantage of
the occasion to demand that their
places of work be added to the na-
tionalized sector.

Another important consequence of
this attitude on the part of the workers
was the strengthening and partial
arming of their defense committees.

The workers guarded their places
of work day and night. Some fac-
tories have already been intervened,
and not a day passes without at least
another one being taken over.

There are very interesting cases such
as the Luccetti noodle factory and the
Loncoleche powdered milk plant in
the Vicuna Mackenna Cordén. They
were seized while the tanks were at the
gates of La Moneda [the presidential
palace]. The cordén strongly support-
ed these take-overs, consi ering that
these plants were essential to popular
consumption. Now the distribution of
their products is controlled by the
workers, fundamentally by the cor-
dén's distribution body as well as the
one of the homeless people's associa-

only guarantee of the continued ex-
istence of the capitalist system in Chile.
The Chilean bourgeoisie knows that
the capitalist system in Chile is leak-
ing on all sides and that they will
have to grant those reforms that are
required to prevent them from being
swamped for good —until such a time
as conditions arise in which it is pos-
sible to liquidate the Chilean exper-
iment and crush the masses. O

Attempted Coup

tion. Thus the cordén has won its
demand that the interventors of both
factories be persons in whom it has
confidence.

The case of the Vinex factory is
also very important, but for another
reason. The workers had already
taken it over before June 29. They
demanded that the manager of this
state-owned factory be fired. The ma-
jority of the workers as well as the
trade-union leaders belong to the same
party as the manager —the Socialist
party.

Faced with government procrastina-
tion in solving the problem of the
Vinex factory, the cordén decided to
appoint the interventor itself, naming
one of the employees of the plant,
who was nominated by the trade
union and approved by the rank and
file. This is the first case in which the
cordéon has assumed this kind of re-
sponsibility, and with the help of the
cordén the Vinex factory has started
to sell the wine it produces.

In the Cerrillos Cordén many take-
overs are also being carried out and
the organization of defense committees
is moving ahead steadily. The fac-
tories in the vanguard of this cordén
are Textil Artela and Cristalerias To-
ro. Because of the scarcity of glass-
ware, the latter is considered strategic.
And Textil Artela, which is on strike,
wants the factory confiscated by the
state and put under the direct admin-
istration of the workers. The comando
revolucionario de huelga [revolution-
ary strike committee], which was form-
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ed to lead the union in the conflict,
is in agreement with this.

By comparison with the other cor-
dones, the Cerrillos Cordén has the
advantage of being closely linked to
the peasant organization in the area.

In the other cordones in Santiago
we have also seen the same agitation,
as in Panamericana Norte and Macul,
where factory seizures have become
the order of the day recently.

Another combative sector is the hos-
pital workers, who during the days
when the curfew was in force held
all the hospitals and were ready to
treat the companeros who fell wound-
ed.

I should also note the seizure of
ENDESA [Empresa Nacional de Elec-
tricidad — National Electricity Compa-
ny|, which controls the distribution
of electricity to Santiago and Valpa-
raiso.

In the rest of the country, similar
things are happening, although to a
lesser degree, as in Concepcion and
Valparaiso, for example.

The right began to send up a ery
of alarm over the first seizures and
the setting up of the first defense com-
mittees, and, although they are con-
tinuing to do so, their tone of protest
has begun to drop to a lower register.

The armed forces, especially the
navy and the air force, have begun
to carry out raids, looking for alleged
arsenals. Sometimes they find arms;
other times not.

The parties of the revolutionary left,
including the left wing of the SP, have
stepped up their campaign aimed at
the ranks of the armed forces and
are trying to strengthen popular
power,

The tension has dropped in Chile
but the present "calm" is very relative.
It is expected that the right will attempt
another coup. The sectors of the right
that favor a "constitutional” solution
are constantly shrinking.

On the other hand, the situation of
the UP leadership becomes more dif-
ficult every day. Because of the coup,
it had to appeal to the masses. Allende
called on the workers to come with
"what they had," just as CUT called
for taking over factories as a pre-
ventive measure and alerted the de-
fense committees.

Although, in his speech on the after-
noon of the coup, the president gave
credit for crushing the uprising to the
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armed forces, the generals did not
want to enter the cabinet unless Allende
promised first to clear out the factories
and other things like that. In these
conditions, an acceptance by Allende
would have meant a complete surren-
der to the right and a break with
the masses, who are far from being

Another Frame-Up Exposed

beaten and are more than ever de-
manding new advances. The new
cabinet is almost the same as the last.
This doesn't mean that the government
isn't still looking for a deal, but this
is becoming more and more difficult.
Popular power is growing and the
confrontation is coming ever closer. O

Vietnam Vets Acquitted in Gainesville Trial

Another government frame-up di-
rected against members of the antiwar
movement collapsed August 31 when
jurors in Gainesville, Florida, voted
to acquit eight members and support-
ers of Vietnam Veterans Against the
War (VVAW). The defendants, known
as the "Gainesville 8," had been ac-
cused of conspiring to disrupt the
1972 Republican national convention.

The jury took only three and a
half hours to reject all charges against
the eight. The government case was
so weak that defense lawyers called
only one witness, a chemist who tes-
tified that "incendiary devices" alleged-
ly manufactured by the defendants
were considerably less incendiary than
an ordinary match.

In a September 1 editorial, the New
York Times called the verdict "another
deserved rebuke for thé Administra-
tion in its effort to prosecute antiwar
activists by infiltrating their ranks
with undercover agents and provoca-
teurs."

Of twenty-seven witnesses called by
the government, seven were under-
cover provocateurs and informers.
Under cross-examination, they were
forced to admit that the only sugges-
tions of illegal actions had come from
government agents. One had even of-
fered to buy machine guns for the
VVAW!

The frame-up effort against the vet-
erans contained virtually all the ele-
ments that the Watergate revelations
have shown to be the stock-in-trade
of the Nixon gang. The case was
directed by Guy Goodwin, who heads
the trial section of the Internal Security
Division of the Justice Department.

Goodwin's past efforts in this field
include the trial of Philip Berrigan
and six others on charges of conspir-
ing to kidnap Henry Kissinger, and
the unsuccessful frame-up of antiwar
activists in Camden, New Jersey, for
destroying draft records.

One of the police provocateurs who
testified during the trial, Pablo Manuel
Fernandez, has direct links to the
Watergate gang. In May 1972, Fer-
nandez was part of a "vigilante squad”
of counterrevolutionary Cubans flown
to Washington in order to assault an
antiwar demonstration addressed by
Daniel Ellsberg. The squad included
four of the burglars later arrested in
the Watergate break-in.

Another undercover agent, FBI in-
former Emerson Poe, had originally
been listed as a defendant and par-
ticipated in defense strategy meetings
after Goodwin gave the court a sworn
statement that no agents were included
among the defendants.

Another government effort to spy
illegally on the defendants was ex-
posed at the end of July when two FBI
agents were caught with wiretapping
equipment in a closet adjacent to the
room where the veterans and their
lawyers were meeting.

Earlier, the home of defendant Scott
Camil had twice been burglarized, and
someone had broken into the office
of his attorney and removed his file.

Even the jurors may have been sub-
jected to illegal spying. During the
course of the trial, five of them sent
a note to the judge saying: "Perhaps
the jury has become paranoid. But
three-fourths of our home telephone
numbers have been acting strange-
ly." |
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Pierre Rousset Still Held

E

o

Alain Krivine Released—Challenges Marcellin to Debate

By Jon Rothschild

Alain Krivine is free. On August 2
a Paris court ruled against a govern-
ment appeal of a ruling granting Kri-
vine provisional release that had been
issued July 10 by Judge Alain Ber-
nard, examining magistrate in the
Krivine case.

Krivine is scheduled to be tried in
the fall for violation of the "loi anti-
casseurs” (antiwrecker law), a piece
of witch-hunt legislation that allows
the government to prosecute any lead-
ers of an organization that sponsors
a demonstration at which violence oc-
curs. Specifically, Krivine is charged
with responsibility for the clashes be-
tween antifascist demonstrators and
police protecting a fascist rally that
took place June 21 in Paris. After the
demonstration, the Pompidou regime
outlawed the Ligue Communiste,
French section of the Fourth Inter-
national, and arrested several leading
members of the Ligue.

Although Krivine was released on
bail, Pierre Rousset, the other ex-Ligue
Central Committee member being held
in jail, was denied provisional free-
dom. Rousset's "crime" is that he was
present in the Ligue's headquarters
on the morning of June 22, when
cops ransacked the building. In the
course of a "search," police claim to
have found weapons (two out-of-ser-
vice rifles brought into the hall by
persons unknown and other imple-
ments commonly used to defend left-
ist headquarters against fascist at-
tacks).

Rousset and twenty-two other Ligue
members were charged with responsi-
bility for the weapons. But Rousset's
case was severed from the others; they
were released, he was jailed.

The government at first scheduled
Rousset's trial for August 24, an un-
usual date deliberately selected so that
the trial would occur during the vaca-
tion period. According to the August
26-27 Le Monde, the court later
granted a request for postponement
presented by Rousset's attorney. The
new date for the trial was set as
August 31.
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MARCELLIN: Threatens to repress "hun-
dreds of litle Krivines."

On August 3, the day after his re-
lease, Krivine held a press conference
at the headquarters of the Société In-
ternationale d'Editions (International
Publishers), the building that form-
erly served as headquarters for the
Ligue. At the press conference, widely
reported in the French press, Krivine
challenged the regime to try to en-
force its ban on Trotskyism. He said
that the members of the ex-Ligue had
no intention of being driven under-
ground.

"We do not want to reconstitute the
Ligue secretly," Krivine said. "We will
continue to express ourselves legally.
But we think it would be melodramatic
to get into a situation where several
thousand militants would have to go
underground.”

Krivine said the ex-Ligue had sub-
mitted an appeal against the dissolu-
tion decree, and that the Council of
Ministers would have to rule on it
sometime in October. But in the politi-
cal sense, he added, the government's
aims had already been defeated.

The dissolution decree was pushed
for most vigorously by Raymond
Marcellin, the racist, profascist minis-
ter of the interior. Marcellin's aims,
Krivine said, were four: to crush the
Trotskyists; to isolate them from the
population; to weld together the police
as a quasifascist force; and to bring
the courts into line behind his policies.
On all four points, Krivine said, Mar-
cellin had been stopped:

"The situation of the Trotskyists in
France has never been better; their
ties with the working class, and par-
ticularly with the members of the CGT
[Confédération Général du Travail —
General Confederation of Labor, the
country's largest trade-union federa-
tion, dominated by the Communist
party], have never been so good. The
positions taken by the Communist
party, the Socialist party, and all the
unions [in solidarity with the ex-Ligue]
were a complete defeat for Marcellin.
A real break in the political situation,
independent of the reasons for the
change in the CP's position, has taken
place. And this constitutes a decisive
achievement in the relations between
the left and the far left. A totally new
situation has been created.

"The police," Krivine continued,
"have never been so divided. And fi-
nally, a not inconsequential section
of the courts has shown that it re-
fuses to become a rubber stamp for
the police."

Krivine continued to go after Mar-
cellin. He charged that the minister
of the interior, who had discussed the
case against Krivine in an interview
published in the Paris newspaper
France-Soir, had violated the secrecy
of the investigation (supposedly guar-
anteed by law) by presenting to the
press a few pieces of the "meager evi-
dence" against Krivine.

Marcellin would regret this, Krivine
suggested. The trial, he said, would
be transformed into "a public trial of
repression in France and of public
enemy number one as far as demo-
cratic rights are concerned, namely
the minister of the interior." Krivine
also said that he would present to
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the examining magistrate a tape re-
cording of all the conversations of
the police commanders held on the
night of June 21. This tape, he said,
would reveal "juicy" things about the
cops' behavior.

To demonstrate that the French
Trotskyists would not be silenced by
a Marcellin, Krivine announced that
Rouge, formerly the newspaper of the
Ligue and now a "paper of communist
action," would organize a meeting in
Paris during September that would be
"unprecedented in size."

Krivine concluded with one more
swipe at Marcellin. The minister of
the interior, he said, had made a "big
mistake" "He failed to understand that
the government simply hasn't got the
forces to carry out his policy."

Krivine then challenged Marcellin
to a national face-to-face television de-
bate, "a public confrontation on demo-
cratic rights, repression, and the
police.”

Marcellin, only several hours after
the press conference, rushed to the air-
waves to "answer" Krivine. The bur-
den of Marcellin's reply was that he
does not go around debating jail-
birds. "It would be a bad minister of
the interior," he said, "who would dis-
cuss with a man who is under indict-
ment, out on bail, and under the
supervision of the court. There is no
way that Krivine is going to get me
into such a debate."

But he added — and asked the press
to take note—that he would answer
the points Krivine had made in the
press conference.

"He claims," Marcellin said, "that the
government made a mistake when it
dissolved the Ligue Communiste. First,
I would like to assert—and in the
clearest manner — that it is not possible
to allow violent groups to develop,
groups that are organizing in order
to act in the streets, violently, as they
did on June 21."

Marcellin next took on Krivine's
charge that the government was trying
to isolate the Trotskyists from the pop-
ulation. This was not true, Marcellin
said, because the Trotskyists already
were isolated. As proof, he indicated
that in the legislative elections last
March the Ligue got only about 2
percent of the vote. He asserted that
the Ligue had no support among the
population. He left open to speculation
why it was that a minister of the inte-
rior who does not debate jailbirds
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who are insignificant anyway would
take more than ten minutes on na-
tional television to answer the political
points raised by the isolated indi-
vidual.

Marcellin went on to claim that the
police were not at all divided. (An
issue of the newspaper of the largest
policemen's union, which had ap-
peared shortly before Marcellin spoke,
contained an article by one of the
union's top leaders complaining about
the regime's use of the police in polit-
ical repression. It asked, among other
things, "Have the French police be-
come a blind instrument of repression
charged with putting down indiscrim-
inately any demonstration, no matter
how peaceful?") And he went on to
claim that it just was not true that
the Interior Ministry ever put any pres-
sure on the courts.

Marcellin next complained that if
the CP and SP supported the Ligue,
so much the worse for them; and he
further asserted that the meetings
across France in solidarity with the
Ligue were failures —which is about
as true as the assertion that the In-
terior Ministry doesn't pressure courts.

Upon finishing with his "refutation"
of the jailbird, Marcellin left the do-
main of political argumentation and
concluded his remarks with the fol-
lowing pronouncement:

"I will repress all violence even,
should it be necessary, if I have to
put a few hundred little Krivines out
of commission."

However, the little Krivines that the
little Marcellins have been arresting
have not been charged with fomenting
violence, but with selling Rouge. In
Paris, police have made no attempt
to interfere with Rouge sales. But in
smaller towns and cities, tests of the
government's ban have occurred. The
August 10 Rouge described a few in-
stances.

In Rouen on August 5, Rouge sellers
were rounded up and taken to the
police station. Among those seized was
Jean-Marie Canu, the Ligue's local
candidate in the March elections. A
response was organized quickly. A
joint communiqué was issued by sev-
eral organizations protesting the ar-
rests; a delegation of journalists went
to the police station. Lutte Ouvriere
and Rouge got ready to organizesome
joint action. Then the police commis-
sioner decided to release those taken
in.

In Avignon Rouge was absent from
the kiosks. A Rouge correspondent
reported that at one outlet, a passing
police inspector had confiscated all
available copies.

In Chartres Rouge sellers were ar-
rested and taken to the police station
for an intensive interrogation. Two
Rouge supporters were charged with
selling the paper without a peddler's
license, which by law is not required
for newspaper street sales.

In Gagny, where the stubbornness of
the police is notorious, a running con-
test went on for more than a month
between revolutionists selling Rouge
and cops roping them in. On July
15 the police ordered Rouge sellers off
the streets. They refused. There were
no arrests. The following Sunday,
July 22, ten sellers were arrested im-
mediately as they unfolded their dis-
play. On July 29, about 100 cops
were patrolling the markets. After
about ten minutes of sales, four
distributors were taken away. Their
places were taken by fifteen new sell-
ers, eight of whom were arrested.

By August 5, the cops had ap-
parently given up, perhaps as a re-
sult of the legal victory of Krivine's
release. Rouge was sold with no police
interference.

Apart from fighting to continue sales
of Rouge, the main aspect of the ex-
Ligue's defense during August has
been preparing for the trial of Pierre
Rousset. In an interview published in
the August 23 issue of Politique-
Hebdo, Krivine was asked why he
was released but Rousset was not.

"Several things disturb me about
Pierre Rousset's case,” Krivine an-
swered. "The quickness of the trial
date, the separation of his case from
that of the other twenty-two comrades
charged with the same thing. It is
possible that the regime is trying to
make a scapegoat out of Pierre Rous-
set, who is already under an eight-
month suspended sentence for an act
of solidarity with Latin American rev-
olutionists.

"In fact, we learned the date of his
trial too late to have enough time to
organize a real campaign around it;
and it is possible that the government
is trying to get Rousset because he is
less well known than I am. If Pierre
Rousset, who has already been in jail
for two months now, is sentenced to
more than two more months in prison,
his suspension will be lifted. [ He would
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then have to serve eight months in
jail in addition to his sentence on this
case.] This situation necessitates—

right now, and even more so if there
is an appeal —a rapid mobilization of
all antifascists." O

Worldwide Condemnation of Pompidou Regime

Growing Support for Ligue Communiste

In Sri Lanka, the Lanka Sama Sa-
maja party (Revolutionary), Ceylon
section of the Fourth International,
issued a statement July 12 strongly
protesting the dissolution of the Ligue
Communiste by the French govern-
ment and the arrest of Ligue leaders
Alain Krivine and Pierre Rousset.

The statement, which was handed to
the French ambassador in Sri Lanka,
concludes: "In the name of true liberty,
equality and fraternity, the
L.S.S.P.(R) calls upon the Govern-
ment of France to restore legality to
the Ligue Communiste and to order
the release of Alain Krivine and Pierre
Rousset."

In Colombo on July 19 nearly 200
worker militants and youth attended
a public meeting called by the LSSP(R)
to protest the ban on the Ligue. The
main speaker was Bala Tampoe, sec-
retary of the LSSP(R), whose speech
was summarized in the July 20 issue
of the Ceylon Daily News.

The Communist League, Indian sec-
tion of the Fourth International, has
issued a statement protesting the ban
on the Ligue: "The Communist League

. condemns this undemocratic ac-
tion with utmost indignation and has
asked its state committees to protest
against this by joint actions with left
and democratic parties and workers
and student-youth organizations. Let
the Pompidou regime know that the
arbitrary actions of its political police
do not escape notice internationally.

"Withdraw the ban on the Ligue
Communiste.

"Let us act on the slogan of the inter-
national working class: an injury to
one is an injury to all."

In Venezuela, a letter demanding
the restoration of legality to the Ligue
was delivered in July to the French
ambassador in Caracas. The letter
was signed by Rafael José Nery, rector
of Venezuela's Central University; Fe-
derico Alvarez of the Venezuelan Com-
munist party; Alfonso Ramirez, editor
of Voz Marxista (published by sup-
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porters of the Fourth International);
José Vicente Rangel, socialist candi-
date for the presidency; several univer-
sity professors; and leaders of the MIR
(Movimiento de la Izquierda Revolu-
cionaria —Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left) and MAS (Movimiento
al Socialismo —Movement Toward So-
cialism).

In the August 1 issue of the Caracas
newspaper E! Nacional, a quarter-
page advertisement, paid for by the
university, reprinted the letter and the
list of signatories along with details
of the developments in France and
the growing international defense cam-
paign.

In the Netherlands a statement pro-
testing the dissolution of the Ligue
and demanding an end to the ban
and the release of Krivine, Rousset,
and all political prisoners was sent
to the French and Dutch governments.
The statement was signed by twelve
organizations: BVD (Union of Con-
scripts), CRM (Committee of Revo-
lutionary Marxists), FJG (Federation
of Social-Democratic Youth Groups),
Federatie Vrije Socialisten (anar-
chists), HTS-unie (technical schools
students union), KEN-ml (a Maoist
group), KB-PL (Communist League-
Proletarian Left), PPR (Radical Polit-
ical party), PSP (Pacifist Socialist

party), SP (Socialist party, a Maoist
group), and RCB (Revolutionair Com-
munistische Bund — Revolutionary
Communist League, a Trotskyistorga-
nization supporting the Fourth Inter-
national).

In Dublin, a solidarity meeting in
July attended by eighty-five activists
heard speakers from the Provisional
republican movement, the Socialist
Workers Movement, the Official repub-
lican movement, and the Revolution-
ary Marxist Group (RMG — Irish sup-
porters of the Fourth International).

A joint statement issued by Sinn
Féin (Kevin Street), People's Democ-
racy, and the RMG cited the interna-
tional cooperation by the capitalist
ruling classes in repressing social
movements, as exemplified by the role
of Britain in Ireland and around the
world. "To this type of [capitalist]
solidarity we must oppose working
class internationalism; the ban of one
organization is a setback for all the
Left on an international scale."

In Canada, prominent parliamen-
tarians, labor leaders, and other indi-
viduals attending the July 19-22 fed-
eral convention of the New Democratic
party (Canada's labor party) re-
sponded to the ban on the Ligue by
signing an open letter to Pompidou.
The letter recalls the experience in Can-
ada of the imposition of the War Mea-
sures Act in 1970, and says: "It is the
traditional view of organizations and
political parties of labor, and of demo-
crats and civil libertarians, that 'an in-
jury to one is an injury toall."”" The let-
ter calls for the release of former mem-
bers of the Ligue, the dropping of
charges against former members, and
the immediate rescinding of the ban.

In Québec, some forty persons

Meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in solidarity with Ligue Communiste, was addressed
by Bala Tampoe and attended by more than 200 persons.
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attended the founding meeting July 20
in Montréal of the Comité Québécois
Contre la Répression en France
(Québec Committee Against Repression
in France). The group will fight for
the lifting of the ban on the Ligue
and the dropping of all charges
against former Ligue members. The
meeting was sponsored by the
following individuals (organizations
listed for identification only) and
groups: Henri Gautrin, president of
the Québec New Democratic party;
Henri Gagnon of the Fédération des
Travailleurs du Québec (Federation
of Québec Workers); Michel Chartrand
of the Confédération des Syndicats Na-
tionaux (Confederation of National
Unions); Frangois Lalonde, president
of the Front Etudiant Québécois
(Québec Student Front); the Ligue So-
cialiste Quvriére (part of the League
for Socialist Action/Ligue Socialiste
Ouvriére, Canadian section of the
Fourth International); the Ligue des
Jeunes Socialistes; and the Groupe
Marxiste Révolutionnaire.

The Québec Communist party sent a
letter to the meeting solidarizing with
"all those who denounce the banning
of the Ligue Communiste by the
French Council of Ministers." The letter
states that the Québec CP believes the
dissolution of the Ligue to be "an
integral part of a plan of attack on
the democratic rights of the French
workers movement."

In Britain, the Ad-Hoc Preparatory
Committee for the Defence of the Ligue
Communiste has published as part of
its campaign a brochure that includes
a letter urging individuals and orga-
nizations to sponsor an autumn con-
ference that would establish a broad
defense committee. The brochure also
contained a copy of an Open Letter
to Pompidou and the list of signato-
ries so far, which included six mem-
bers of Parliament; John Gollan, na-
tional secretary of the Communist
party of Great Britain; and various
well-known intellectuals and trade-
union leaders.

In Australia, the campaign in sup-
port of the Ligue has been gathering
momentum. A petition initiated by the
Socialist Workers League (the Aus-
tralian sympathizing organization of
the Fourth International) is being cir-
culated in the radical and labor move-
ment. It has already been endorsed
by leaders of almost every political
organization to the left of the Labor
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party, leaders of most of the major
trade unions, prominent academic fig-
ures, and activists in thevariousmove-
ments. The several hundred signatories
include three of the central figures in
the ruling Labor party: Jim Cairns,
minister for overseas trade and sec-
ondary industry —the third most
senior minister in the federal cabinet;
Moss Cass, minister for the environ-
ment and conservation in the federal
government; and Bob Hawke, federal
president of the Labor party and presi-
dent of the Australian Council of
Trade Unions.

On August 1, some 230 persons at-
tended a public meeting at the Sydney
Trades Hall to protest the repression
of the French Trotskyists. Sponsors
included the Communist League; the
Communist party of Australia; Friends
of Palestine; International Group;
Miners' Federation of New South
Wales; Socialist Labour League; So-
cialist party of Australia; Socialist
Workers League and the Socialist
Youth Alliance (sympathizing groups
of the Fourth International); Univer-
sity of New South Wales Stu-
dents Union Council; and the New
South Wales Young Labor Council.
More than $300 in cash and pledges
was raised in response to an appeal
for funds to aid the defense work,
and another $200 had been raised
during a speaking tour of Australia
made by Tariq Ali. Plans are under
way for launching a public appeal
for money to defend the Ligue. The
meeting ended with resolutions of sup-
port for the Ligue and for Krivine

and Rousset, and with a call for a
demonstration to be held August 10.

In Melbourne some 150 persons at-
tended a public meeting held on August
16 to demand the lifting of the ban
on the Ligue and the release of Kri-
vine and Rousset. The meeting was
sponsored by the Communist League,
the Communist party of Australia,
Plumbers and Gasfitters Union, Sea-
men's  Union, Socialist Labour
League, Socialist party of Australia,
Socialist Workers Action Group, So-
cialist Workers League and the So-
cialist Youth Alliance, Spartacist
League, Worker Student Alliance, and
the Young Labor Association of Vie-
toria. Several prominent labor move-
ment figures added their names to
the list of sponsors. Over $170 was
collected for the international defense
fund. The meeting ended with passage
of a resolution supporting the
democratic rights of the Ligue and its
imprisoned leaders and calling for the
repeal of the reactionary legislation
under which the Ligue was outlawed.

An indication of the growing sup-
port in Australia for the international
defense campaign is the resolution re-
cently passed by the Canberra Trades
and Labor Council: "Council opposes
the undemocratic action of the Pom-
pidou government in France in
banning the Ligue Communiste, a
French working-class organization. It
considers actions against such groups
as a denial of basic democraticliberties
and . . . a threat to the labor move-
ment as a whole." |

Anti-Marcos 'Plot’ Collapses in Court

"Having earlier alleged many conspir-
acies, Marcos now seems to feel under
pressure to prove one of them,” Harvey
Stockwin wrote in a dispatch from Manila
to the August 20 Far Eastern Economic
Review.

On August 27, the Filipino dictator took
a hesitant step toward "proving" one of
the alleged conspiracies by bringing Sen-
ator Benigno S. Aquino to trial before
a military court. Aquino, a leader of the
bourgeois opposition Liberal party, had
been held in a military prison for eleven
months.

Aquino was accused of murder, sub-
version, and illegal possession of firearms.
When brought before the court, Alice Vil-
ladolid reported in a dispatch to the New

York Times, Aquino refused to defend
himself and instead attacked the Marcos
dictatorship for its suppression of civil
liberties.

Although news media did not carry
Aquino's statement, word of it "filtered
out." Apparently embarrassed by the in-
cident, Marcos "created a committee to
reinvestigate the charges" against Aquino.

Marcos may have decided that it would
be easier to "prove" some other "con-
spiracy."” One possibility would be the al-
leged plot to assassinate the dictator.

The central defendant in that case is
former Liberal presidential candidate Ser-
gio Osmena. Osmena has taken refuge in
the United States: so there would be little
danger of his disrupting a "trial" by his
presence in courl. a
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Soviet Dissidents Sentenced to Three Years Jail, Three Years Exile

‘Confessions’ Used in Frame-Up Trial of Yakir, Krasin

By Marilyn Vogt

With the frame-up trial in Moscow
of Pyotr Yakir and Viktor Krasin,
two prominent opposition activists,
Stalin's heirs have escalated their
methods in the drive to repress the
Soviet democratic movement.

They have revived the method of
trial by "confessions," the central meth-
od used by Stalin in the notorious
Moscow "show trials" of 1936-38. This
method had been denounced by the
bureaucrats during the so-called "de-
Stalinization" period.

How unreliable and dubious the
"confessions” of Yakir and Krasin are
is shown by the fact that the trial
was completely closed, the only re-
ports on the proceedings being pre-
digested ones issued by the Soviet For-
eign Ministry's press department and
by TASS. No independent observers
were admitted.

According to the July 18 Washing-
ton Post, the rumors of Yakir's "re-
cantation” and interest in his case had
prompted thirty-two correspondents
from thirteen countries to appeal joint-
ly to the Soviet Foreign Ministry for
the right to attend and observe the
trial. Their appeal was returned un-
answered and they were not admitted.

The Kremlin bureaucrats obviously
feared that the defendants would re-
pudiate their "confessions" if outside
observers were present at the trial.

Before Yakir was arrested, in June
1972, he stated: "If they beat me 1
will say anything. I know that from
my former experience in camps. But
you will know it will not be the real
me speaking."

From the time he was fourteen years
old, in 1937, until the post-Stalin am-
nesty of 1954, Yakir lived through
the torments of Stalin's camps and
prisons. He suffered these years of
imprisonment that, as he indicates,
left their cruel mark on him, not be-
cause he had collaborated with any
anti-Soviet organization, but because
he was related by birth to an "enemy
of the people. He was the son of
Iona Yakir, one of the top Red Army
generals whom Stalin executed for al-
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legedly serving Hitler, the Mikado,
and Trotsky.

Since the mid-1960s Pyotr Yakir has
been an outspoken critic of the Krem-
lin's retreat from "de-Stalinization." In
1969 Yakir was a key figure in the
formation of the Initiative Group for
the Defense of Human Rights in the

=

PYOTR YAKIR

USSR, a loose-knit committee of peo-
ple representing a wide range of views
who worked in defense of arrested
dissidents. After repeated KGB warn-
ings and harassment, Yakir was ar-
rested June 21, 1972, during a KGB
crackdown in Moscow.

He had been held by the time of
the trial for over fourteen months,
in violation of a Soviet law that spec-
ifies a nine-month maximum for pre-
trial confinement. If he actually made
these "confessions," he was forced to
confess. He was broken by vicious
physical and psvchological pressures
inflicted on him by the KGB.

The real target of the trial, which
opened August 27 and lasted five
days, was the entire democratic op-
position. The Kremlin especially
aimed at stopping the flow of unau-
thorized writings critical of bureau-

cratic rule, chiefly the Chronicle of
Current Events. For more than eigh-
teen months the bureaucracy has fo-
cused on eliminating prominent ac-
tivists in the hopes of getting at the
Chronicle, which had been the prin-
cipal means for linking up the nu-
merous opposition currents.

The confessions allegedly made by
Yakir and Krasin have "implicated"
Andrei Sakharov, a physicist who
played a major role in the develop-
ment of the Soviet hydrogen bomb;
and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Nobel
prize-winning novelist, both of whom
have refused to be intimidated into
silence by KGB harassment.

Yakir's codefendant in the trial,
Krasin, from whom the KGB has re-
portedly extracted a similar "confes-
sion," is also a former inmate of Sta-
lin's camps. He was an active mem-
ber in the Initiative Group. Because
of his activities in defense of arrested
dissidents, Krasin himself was arrest-
ed in 1969 and was sentenced to five
years exile, convicted of being a "para-
site.” In 1971, however, efforts by his
defense attorney won his release, on
grounds of his poor health. Krasin
was rearrested September 12, 1972.
Rumors that he had "recanted" began
to circulate in early 1973.

Yakir and Krasin were tried under
Article 70 of the Russian Criminal
Code, which covers "anti-Soviet agi-
tation and propaganda." Each was
sentenced to three years imprisonment
and three years exile. Their alleged
confessions were calculated to conjure
a picture of the two defendants as
the key figures in a foreign-inspired
anti-Soviet conspiratorial and subver-
sive network.

According to the official TASS re-
ports, Yakir and Krasin admitted to
having had ties with foreign anticom-
munist organizations such as NTS
(Narodno-Trudovoi Soyuz— Popular
Labor Alliance, reportedly based in
Frankfurt, Germany) for whom they
acted as agents, delivering abroad
false reports and rumors about what
was going on in the Soviet Union
and receiving "anti-Soviet" literature
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from abroad for distribution within
the USSR.

Allegations of ties with NTS have
been used before by the bureaucrats
to convict activists of "anti-Soviet" ac-
tivity, e.g., in the trials of Aleksandr
Ginzburg and Yuri Galanskov
in 1968 and Vladimir Bukovsky in
1972,

The August 29 Daily World, news-
paper of the American Communist
party and one of the few sources of
information about the trial, elaborated
on the charges. Under the lurid head-
line "Two on trial in Moscow admit
ties with former Nazi killers," the Daily
World claimed that Yakir had admit-
ted:

—that he (and Krasin) had worked
with the NTS.

—that the chairman of the NTS was
a "teacher on the Jewish question" in
Germany and had "collaborated with
the Nazi forces when they invaded
the USSR in 1941."

—that NTS urged Yakir to read
a book by a Soviet citizen who "went
over to the Nazi side in World War
LLY

—that the "so-called 'democratic dis-
sident movement' in the USSR is fake
and is nonexistent.”

—that "the program and tactical
principles of the so-called 'democratic
movement' were drafted by NTS."
(The Daily World quotes Yakir as
saying, "I know that the program was
drafted by one of the NTS leaders.
It was inside the NTS that the term
'democratic movement' was born.")

—that the Initiative Group consisted
merely of the NTS supporters in the
USSR.

The official report of the indictment
in Izvestia August 29 added that the
two defendants had been paid by West-
ern correspondents for providing false
information and that the NTS and
other right-wing groups had provided
Krasin and Yakir with documents
from which publisher's information
had been removed, the documents then
being circulated in samizdat, some in
the Chronicle of Current Events.

Solzhenitsyn and Sakharov were in-
cluded in this flimsy construct in the
following manner: According to the
August 30 New York Times, a TASS
report stated that Andrei Sakharov
"was said at the trial to have met
Mr. Yakir 'at farewell parties for West-
ern newsmen who were being expelled
from the Soviet Union." The August
31 New York Times review of the
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TASS reports of the trial stated: "Ac-
cording to testimony attributed to Mr.
Yakir, Mr. Solzhenitsyn was a regular
reader of the Chronicle and copies
were systematically passed to him for
evaluation. The briefing officers at the
courthouse quoted testimony to the
effect that Mr. Solzhenitsyn had ex-
pressed approval."

In other words, the total content
of the "confessions"—the results of
months of interrogation and torture
of Yakir — amounts to this:

1. Yakir had contact with the NTS,
which contains profascist elements.
Even if he actually had such con-

VIKTOR KRASIN

tact, there is no evidence that Yakir
in any way supported ‘the views of
NTS.

2. Yakir received literature from
NTS. The NTS organ Posev publishes
the full texts of samizdat articles in
Russian, including the Chronicle. It
is known that these printed versions
of the typed samizdat items do make
their way back to the Soviet Union.
If Yakir did in fact receive literature
from NTS, it most likely consisted
of printed copies of samizdat items,
which would make possible a much
greater distribution than reproduction
by the usual samizdat method of typ-
ing out carbon copies. If the writings
of the opposition could be printed in
the Soviet Union, samizdat authors
would not be forced to rely on foreign
printing presses.

3. Yakir met Sakharov at a social
function.

4. Solzhenitsyn read and approved
of the Chronicle of Current Events,
hardly a surprise to anyone.

5. As regards the money that was
supposedly passed to Yakir and
Krasin in return for their "lies" about
the "fake" opposition movement, the
bureaucrats made only one attempt
to explain what this money was used
for. Izvestia stated that Krasin's "ad-
ditional earnings" became so greatthat
he was able to quit his job. This is
an apparent reference to the fact that
Krasin was not employed during part
of 1968 and 1969 while he was study-
ing for his master's degree and work-
ing as a free-lance technical translator
for the All-Union Scientific Research
Institute for Technical Information. It
was during this time that he was
arrested for being a "parasite," as a
reprisal for his opposition activities.
His wife stated that during this period
she was supporting the family by
working as a translator.

Many of Yakir's statements are
available in English, including his
open letter to the twenty-fourth party
congress: "Toward a Return to Stalin-
ism? Letter to Leaders of Arts, Science,
and Culture in the Soviet Union," his
statement "For a Posthumous Trial
of Stalin," and the numerous protest
statements he signed. They speak for
themselves. Yakir has consistently ad-
vocated democratization in the Soviet
Union and defended arrested oppo-
sition activists. He needed no NTS
to tell him that what he was part of
was a democratic movement.

The earlier reports of Yakir's "re-
cantation" stated he had turned names
over to the KGB and had described
activities of other movement activists.
The manner in which the bureaucrats'
reports of Yakir's and Krasin's "con-
fessions" have "implicated" Sakharov
and Solzhenitsyn (the only two dis-
sidents known to have been named)
would be laughable if not for the
ominous forebodings raised by any
identification of these two figures in
the KGB-fabricated conspiracy.

Both Sakharov and Solzhenitsyn
have steadfastly refused tocompromise
their roles as outspoken opponents
of the repressive policies of the Krem-
lin bureaucrats. Both are too respected
internationally for the bureaucrats to
get rid of them quietly.

Sakharov, a member of the Soviet
Academy of Science, was first political-
ly active as a member of the Moscow
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Human Rights Committee, which he
was instrumental in forming. Since
the repression of dissidents was
escalated on a massive scale in Jan-
uary 1972, Sakharov has spoken out
more and more as an individual.
Throughout 1972-73 he initiated nu-
merous statements in defense of arrest-
ed dissidents and against the confine-
ment of political prisoners in mental
hospitals. KGB harassment of Sa-
kharov and his family has intensified
throughout this period. He was called
in for KGB interrogation in March
1973 and attacked in the Soviet press
for the ideas expressed in his book
Progress, Coexistence, and Intellectual
Freedom.

In an interview in July with Olle
Stenholm, a Swedish radio correspon-
dent in Moscow, Sakharov sharply
criticized the bureaucratic rule of the
Kremlin, which "only strives to main-
tain the existing system." He gave
examples of the many and great priv-
ileges enjoyed by the bureaucrats and
condemned the absence of any sem-
blance of democracy in the Soviet
Union. On August 15 he was called
in for questioning by Deputy Pros-
ecutor General Malyarov. The dia-
logue between Sakharov and Malya-
rov, as reconstructed from memory
by Sakharov, was published in full
in the August 29 New York Times.
In it, Malyarov warned Sakharov to
cease his activities:

"Malyarov: By [the] nature of your
previous work you had access to state
secrets of particular importance. You
signed a commitment not to divulge
state secrets and not to meet with for-
eigners. But you do meet with foreign-
ers and you are giving them informa-
tion that may be of interest to foreign
intelligence agencies. I am asking you
to consider this a serious warning
and to draw your own conclusions

. Any state has the right to defend
itself. There are appropriate articles
in the Criminal Code, and no one
will be permitted to violate them.

"Sakharov: 1 have been listening
closely and I will certainly bear in
mind every word you said. But I
cannot agree that I have been violat-
ing the law. In particular, I cannot
agree with your statement that my
meetings with foreign correspondents
are illegal or that they endanger state
security."

On August 21,
of Malyarov's warning,
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in direct defiance
Sakharov

ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN

held a news conference with Western
correspondents in his apartment,
where for ninety minutes he discussed
the threats and harassment directed
against him and his family, condemn-
ed the detente, which he claimed was
aiding the bureaucracy's effort to in-
crease its military strength, and stated
that "the world would become helpless
before this uncontrollable bureaucratic
machine." Manifesting a serious mis-
conception of the intentions of Western
capitalist governments, he urged the
Western countries to make democrati-
zation a precondition for economic
agreements with the Soviet Union.

On August 29, Pravda published
a condemnation of Sakharov's state-
ments that was signed by forty of
the 250 members of the Soviet Acad-
emy of Science. Echoing Malyarov,
they stated: "We hope that Acade-
mician Sakharov gives thought to his
actions." Their remark that "in recent
vears Academician Sakharov has
withdrawn from scientific activity" may
mean that the bureaucracy is prepar-
ing to prosecute him as a "parasite."

This intensified harassment coincides
with the bureaucrats’' attempt to link
Sakharov to the alleged foreign, "anti-
Soviet" conspiracy by constructingties,
however feeble, between Sakharov and
Yakir.

In his writings in the late 1960s

and early 1970s, Sakharov stated he
was a socialist. He now states that
he is not. He equates the Stalinist
regime with socialism and condemns
both. This is a regrettable product
of the intense pressures on him. It
also attests the distorted view of Marx-
ism projected by the Soviet bureau-
crats and the disastrous political dis-
orientation, even of persons as educat-
ed as Sakharov, that can arise when
a people is denied access to its own
history for decades.

But Sakharov's statements make
clear what he stands for: democrati-
zation of Soviet society to make it
provide the benefits to humanity that
official propaganda claims it pro-
vides.

Simultaneously with the Yakir-Kra-
sin trial and Sakharov's defiance of
Kremlin threats, Aleksandr Solzheni-
tsyn has expressed his determination
to defy bureaucratic repressive mea-
sures in spite of threats on his life.

In a statement dated August 21 ad-
dressed to Internal Affairs Minister
Nikolai A. Shchelkov, Solzhenitsyn
disclosed that his four-month-old appli-
cation for residence in Moscow to live
with his wife and two sons had been
denied. His statement condemned the
internal passport system introduced
by Stalin in 1932, which has allowed
the Soviet authorities to control the
place of residence of every Soviet cit-
izen.

"] want to remind you that serfdom
in our country was abolished 112
years ago and, it is said, the October
Revolution wiped out its last rem-
nants," reads his statement.

"It would seem that I, like any other
citizen of this country, am neither a
serf nor a slave and should be free
to live wherever I find it necessary,
and no one, not even the highest auth-
orities, should have the proprietary
right to separate me from my family."

On August 28, seven days later, Sol-
zhenitsyn granted an interview to cor-
respondents from the Associated Press
and the Paris daily Le Monde in which
he confirmed his intentions to defy
bureaucratic decisions in spite of di-
rect official threats on his life.

First, Solzhenitsyn vowed to con-
tinue publishing abroad. Only one of
his books, One Day in the Life of
Ivan Denisovich, and four or five of
his short stories have been published
in the Soviet Union. His other major
writings, Cancer Ward, First Circle,
and August 1914, were refused pub-
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lication there. The decision of the So-
viet rulers, implemented May 27, 1973,
to join the International Copyright
Convention was a direct threat to Sol-
zhenitsyn because Soviet restrictions
on foreign publishing rights for So-
viet authors would have precluded his
works being legally published abroad.

In addition to vowing to continue
publishing abroad, Solzhenitsyn said
he would continue circulating his writ-
ings in samizdat.

Second, he reaffirmed his intention
to move to Moscow.

Third, he spoke out in defense of
Sakharov and some of Solzhenitsyn's
own close friends and associates who
have been harassed or arrested be-
cause of contact with him.

After revealing wvarious threats to
his life from the authorities, Solzhe-
nitsyn stated:

"If T am declared killed or sudden-
ly mysteriously dead,” he stated, "the
world can conclude that I have been
killed with the approval of the KGB
or by it."

He vowed that if he is killed or
disappears, his "literary last will and
testament will irrevocably come into
force and then the main part of my
works will start being published. . . .
If the officers of the KGB track down
and confiscate copies of the harm-
less Cancer Ward in all provincial
cities . . . what will they do when my
principal and posthumous books
stream out all over Russia?"

The bureaucrats issued a quick re-
sponse to the Sakharov and Solzhe-
nitsyn press conferences in an August
30 open letter from thirty-one prom-
inent Soviet writers condemning both
Sakharov and Solzhenitsyn.

Among the signers was Mikhail Sho-
lokhov, Nobel prize-winning author of
And Quiet Flows the Don. Sholokhov
has previously sided with the bureau-
crats against dissidents. But the thirty-
one signers also included Konstantin
Simonov and Valentin Katayev, who
had not previously lent their names

to support the Kremlin's repression
campaign.
All these recent measures by the

Stalinist bureaucrats are a continua-
tion of their effort to stifle dissent.
Since January 1973 there have been
further waves of arrests in the Ukraine
directed at pockets of opposition to
Russification in the universities. The
resentencing of Andrei Amalrik and
Pyotr Grigorenko, the July 16 deci-
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sion by the Supreme Soviet to deprive
Zhores Medvedev of his Soviet citi-
zenship, the continual reprisals against
dissident authors like Vladimir Mak-
simov, and the adherence to the In-
ternational Copyright Convention are
concrete evidence that the Kremlin re-
gime fears any voice of opposition
because these wvoices reflect growing
mass discontent over continued bur-
eaucratic rule. For the bureaucrats
no compromise with democracy ispos-

sible.

Stalin's heirs must stamp out the
Chronicle, which has symbolized the
far-reaching opposition currents and
served to unite these currents. They
must rid themselves of prominent crit-
ics, however mild, who serve to bring
an international focus on the crimes
the bureaucrats commit in order to
preserve their power and privilege.
The Yakir-Krasin trial is a warning
to Soviet citizens of the fate that awaits
those who dare to communicate with
foreign correspondents.

This repression is not, as the U.S.
bourgeois press is claiming, a cam-
paign directed at preventing Soviet
citizens from having contact with the
West that would "shatter the image
of decadence and oppression" under
capitalism. The failure of the Soviet
press to provide full coverage of the
Watergate crimes—a prime example
of "decadence and oppression” under
capitalism — gives the lie to this ri-
diculous claim.

More information on the glories of
free enterprise is not what the bureau-
crats fear. What they fear is the flow
of information and communication that
exposes the Kremlin's crimes and
serves to establish links between the
democratic movements in the Soviet
Union and those in the Eastern Eu-
ropean workers states and between
these groups and their left-wing sup-
porters abroad. O

Park Said Ready to Free Kidnap Victim

The South Korean dictator Park
Chung Hee is reported ready to allow
the return to Tokyo of Kim Dae Jung,
who was kidnapped and spirited away
to Seoul in early August. Kim, who
ran against Park for the presidency
in 1971, has been under house arrest
in Seoul.

The kidnapping, presumably car-
ried out by the Central Intelligence
Agency, Park's secret police, has been
condemned in Japan by both the gov-
ernment and opposition parties. No
one takes seriously the Park regime's
pretense of noninvolvement in the kid-
napping.

The Japanese government has de-

manded that Kim be returned to aid
in the investigation of the kidnapping.
Park, according to a September 1 New
York Times report, is willing to permit
this if Kim promises not to engage
in anti-Park political activity in Japan.

"When the Tokyo police officials
have finished questioning Mr. Kim,
he will—according to the supposed
arrangement—then go to the United
States. . . .

"In effect, the South Koreans are
reportedly suggesting that everyone
go back to where they were . . . and
act almost as if the incident had never
occurred." O
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Special Convention Names Coral, Paez

Argentine PST Selects

The Argentine Partido Socialista de
los Trabajadores (PST — Socialist
Workers party) called a special con-
vention at the end of July. Its main
purpose was to determine the party's
response to the new election campaign
occasioned by the resignation of Pres-
ident Héctor CaAmpora and the dec-
laration of the candidacy of Perén.
The election is scheduled for Septem-
ber 23.

The convention was described by
the August 1-8 issue of the PST's week-
ly, Avanzada Socialista, as a "work
session." This was shown, it said, "by
the fact that the discussion of elee-
toral tactics took up only three of
the thirteen hours of the entire ses-
sion."

Three points were on the agenda:
party activities, the international sit-
uation, and the national situation. The
last was broken down into three
points, dealing with political questions
and the election, the youth, and the
unions.

The proceedings went on under por-
traits of Marx, Lenin, and Trotsky,
and banners reading: "For a world
party of socialist revolution," "Solidar-
ity with the persecuted members of
the French Communist League," "For
a socialist Argentina," and "For the
nationalization of Cédex and Stan-
dard Electric."

A major decision of the gathering
was to announce the candidacy of
party leader Juan Carlos Coral for
president and José Pdez for vice-pres-
ident. Pdez is a union leader from
Cérdoba and was a leader of the
now banned SITRAC (Sindicato de
Trabajadores Concord — Concord
Workers Union).

Following the PST convention, the
party offered its ballot status to a
possible presidential slate consisting
of Agustin Tosco, head of the Coér-
doba Light and Power Union, and
Armando Jaime, a peasant leader
from Salta. Although considerable
support developed for such a ticket,
Tosco and Jaime decided in mid-Au-
gust not to run. Therefore, Coral and
Péaez remain the PST's ticket.

Avanzada Socialista provided the
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following summary of the PST con-
vention proceedings:

"The report on party activities was
presented by Arturo Gémez and traced
the progress and advances of all as-
pects of party life. Its general line
was approved, and it was decided
to refer it to all party centers so it
could be discussed and definitively ap-
proved. Under this point, certain
forms of party organization were dis-
cussed, and it was agreed that the
main activity of the coming period
will be the training of solid Marxist
cadres, with an aim toward forging
a Leninist combat party.

"The international reports were pre-
sented by Companeros Mario Doglio,
Nahuel Moreno, and Maria Encabo,
and the subsequent discussion touched
on various questions. This point ini-
tiated the international discussion
within the party. Although no reso-
lution was adopted, steps were taken
toward a characterization of the sit-

Report by Juan Carlos Coral

uation and tasks on an international
scale, and an orientation for party
work was set. This is a discussion
that remains open and is being carried
on in the party centers.

"With regard to the national situa-
tion, we are publishing Compaiero
Coral's report separately. [See article
below.] Following discussion, the re-
port was approved, the Coral-Pdez
presidential ticket was chosen, and the
party executive committee was author-
ized, in line with Article 15 of the
party statutes, to implement any
changes in electoral tactics that might
be called for by the changing and
unstable political situation prevailing
in the country. In addition, the con-
vention approved a proposal by Com-
paniero Grano to issue a call to all
class-struggle and socialist forces,
which was sent to the press.

"This was a gathering marked by
workers democracy, in which clear
resolutions were adopted that arm the
party to continue the struggle."

The gathering also adopted, by ac-
clamation, a statement of solidarity
with the Ligue Communiste, French
section of the Fourth International,
which has been declared illegal by
the Pompidou regime. O

Why PST Is Participating in Election

[The following is the conclusion of
the report by Juan Carlos Coral to
the special convention of the Argen-
tine Partido Socialista de los Traba-
jadores (PST — Socialist Workers par-
ty) at the end of July. Coral's remarks
were published in the August 1-8 is-
sue of the PST's weekly, Avanzada
Socialista, from which they have been
translated by Intercontinental Press.

[Coral's speech dealt with the cur-
rent situation in Argentina. "He ex-
plained," reported Avanzada Socialis-
ta in an introduction, "the plunder
to which it has been subjected by im-
perialist penetration: growing in-
debtedness, the maintenance of the old
oligarchic structure of the large, rural
landholdings, and the exploitation of
the working class to a critical point.
He then showed how the workers
movement responded to this exploi-

tation in a combative, class-struggle
way, beginning with the Cordobazo."
Coral's concluding remarks follow.]

* * *

Thus, in the logic of these events,
and in face of this combative, class-
struggle response of the workers, the
bourgeoisie had to respond with the
only alternative remaining to it: the
broadest alliance of classes that the
country has ever known, in which
the dominance of international finance
sectors is taken for granted, but which
also involves the landed oligarchy
and the national bourgeoisie. Natural-
ly, this alliance has taken shape under
the leadership of Perén as the great
Bonapartist leader who assumes the
luxurious role of arbitrating conflicts
between sectors of the bourgeoisie, and
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enjoys the support of the working
class.

While he was in Madrid, Per6n was
a kind of reservist for imperialism;
from that vantage point it was easy
for him to fill the role of a workers
and people's leader. On another plane,
he sent his tape-recorded blessing to
all sectors of the [Peronist] movement:
Osinde and Rucci, Galimberti and L6-
pez Rega. All of them had Perén's
blessing — naturally, with special en-
couragement to the youth and the
combative sectors, since this was the
way to keep high the expectations of
the workers and people for this fake
revolutionary leader.

But when the moment for assuming
power arrives, a position has to be
taken on all the concrete problems.
And Per6n now stands, as he really
is, before a working class that lived
through eighteen years of expectations
and heroically intervened to bring
about his return.

With regard to the archaic latifundia
setup, he responded with a diplomatic
tax on the potential income of the
land, maintaining the old, privileged
structures. With regard to the prob-
lem of the country's loss of capital
stock through the free outflow of prof-
its on foreign investments, Perén re-
sponded by imposing a ceiling of 12.5
percent—a ceiling that is not even
being observed now that nothing
stands in its way. With regard to the
question of nationalizing the banks,
which we called for, he responded only
by nationalizing bank deposits, which
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made it possible to direct credits to-
ward sectors that had an interest in
receiving them.

Finally, with regard to the whole
gamut of superexploitation suffered by
the workers, the response was the won-
derful wage increase of 20,000 pesos
[US$31 equals approximately 1,000
pesos|, which is not an increase but
simply brings wages back to the level
they were at during the first months
of this year.

But through our party the working
class is also preparing its response
to this bourgeois policy. Iis response
is the revolutionary mobilization of
the masses and the conquest of power
by the working class along the lines
of our revolutionary program.

This response consists of discredit-
ing all utopian, reactionary illusions
about national revolutions. For our
economy is nothing more than one
element within the organized pole that
is the world capitalist economy. There
is no possibility of freeing ourselves
from imperialism without escaping
from the confines of the capitalist sys-
tem. There is no possibility of saving
oneself from imperialist exploitation
through Third Worldist formulations
or references to national revolution;
this can only be done by changing
the relations of production — that is,
through socialist revolution, through
permanent revolution, as we can see
from the examples of Russia, Cuba,
and Vietnam.

We will carry out this political re-
sponse with one instrument—a party
of cadres who are perfectly disciplined
and conscious of the fact that they
will provide the leadership for the rev-

olutionary process that is approach-
ing.

And we, companeros, must now
solve the problem of using these new
elections to bring all these elements
together. At a time when all the other
forces are caught up in their own
maneuvers and cannot get out, we—
if we respond immediately —will be
setting an example in organization
and conviction. We will reflect not con-
fusion, which is their stock-in-trade,
but clarity, which is ours.

It is not a question here of pre-
paring the party to carry out an elec-
toral function but of putting the elec-
tions at the service of building the
party. During this period, as during
any other, we will have to carry out
the three-pronged revolutionary task
described by Lenin: agitate among
the masses, propagandize for our
ideas, and educate the cadres. It is
in this sense that we must intervene
in the elections.

What I want to point out in con-
clusion is that at this stage we must
be conscious above all else of the
urgent need to educate our cadres.
For it is certain that the instability
of this latest attempt at an alliance
between the classes, the instability and
decrepitude of the bourgeoisie and the
ruling classes in the government,
opens up for us a revolutionary per-
spective. And when this moment ar-
rives, it is the strength of our orga-
nization and the ability of the cadres
of our party that will determine wheth-
er this revolutionary ecrisis will end
in a tragedy, like the Spanish rev-
olution, or in a historic revolution,
like the Russian revolution of 1917. O

In Exchange for Government Posts?

Argentine CP Throws Support to Peron

The Argentine Communist party,
meeting in its fourteenth national con-
vention, voted by acclamation August
23 to support the ticket of Juan Perén-
Isabel Perén in the election scheduled
for September 23. This capitulation
to Peronism did not come as a sur-
prise, but had been carefully prepared
by the CP leadership over the pre-
ceding month.

On July 27, a CP delegation met

with Minister of the Interior Benito
Llambi and discussed a number of
questions, among them the coming
election and the CP convention. The
delegation reportedly stressed that the
CP gathering would be attended by
many foreign guests, including rep-
resentatives of workers states and CP
leaders from Latin American countries
in particular. Presumably, the CP del-
egation suggested that Peré6n might
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find support among the foreign guests
for his much-touted scheme for bring-
ing about a "third-world" realignment
— especially in Latin America —under
the guidance of the Peronist regime.

There were no immediate indications
as to what deals, if any, were dis-
cussed at the meeting. Within a couple
of weeks, however, it became clear
that the CP had decided not to con-
test the Peronist ticket itself, nor even
to support any other ticket. In the
March elections the CP supported the
Oscar Alende-Horacio Sueldo ticket
fielded by the Alianza Popular Revo-
lucionaria (APR— Revolutionary Peo-
ple's Alliance).

Indirectly, an advance sign that the
CP would support Perén in the elec-
tion could be detected in the theme
of the convention itself: "For a lib-
erated homeland, on the march to-
ward socialism."

Another indication of the impend-
ing support was the sharp criticism
August 14 by CP leader Rubens Is-
caro of Coérdoba union leader Agus-
tin Tosco, who was considering run-
ning for president on the ticket of
the Partido Socialista de los Traba-
jadores (PST — Socialist Workers par-
ty). "His alleged candidacy," said Is-
caro, a member of the party's ex-
ecutive committee and national sec-
retariat, as well as a participant in
the July 27 meeting with the minister
of the interior, "which is being clam-
ored for by a narrow group as far
as its political significance is con-
cerned, is no solution to the political
problem facing us. On the contrary,
it lends credence to an erroneous con-
cept of how to achieve a broad front
of anti-imperialist and democratic
forces. I hope that Tosco's political
abilities will lead him to realize that
a step of this kind will not aid the
political process.” Tosco thereafter de-
cided not to run.

Once the CP convention had formal-
ized the decision to support Peron,
Peronist sources indicated that he was
prepared to offer the Stalinists posts
in his new Council of State, according
to the August 24 issue of the Buenos
Aires daily La Opinién. A meeting
between Per6én and a CP delegation
was expected to take place in the near
future.

The class-collaborationist resolution
adopted by the convention argued for
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supporting the Per6n-Perén ticket in
predictable terms:

"A conspiracy exists among the right
wing, the landed oligarchy, big cap-
ital, and the foreign monopolies to
regroup their forces with the backing
of the CIA. Yankee imperialism has
moved onto the offensive in Latin
America, especially in the southern

cone, as is indicated by the events
in Bolivia, Chile, Paraguay, Uru-
guay, and Brazil. One of its aims

is to close up the democratic open-
ing in Argentina.

"The turn to the left by the working
class and the popular masses is ir-
reversible. What is particularly note-
worthy is the high level of political

consciousness and combativity at-
tained by the youth. . . .

"Conditions are ripening in Argen-
tina for a front to struggle against
dependency and for national libera-
tion. By itself, the Justicialist [Peron-
ist}f movement will not be able to re-
solve the deep crisis that is afflicting
the country and that provides it with
a historic responsibility: either to help
bring about the democratic and anti-
imperialist unity of the Argentine peo-
ple and thereby to insure a course
of transforming the life of the nation,
or to torpedo this unity, which will
only make things easier for imperial-
ism and the domestic forces of re-
action." a

Police Attack March in Buenos Aires

Rallies Commemorate Trelew Massacre

One year after the August 22, 1972,
massacre of sixteen Argentine guer-
rillas in Trelew, commemorative ral-
lies and demonstrations were staged
throughout the country. While the
Peronists tried to use the occasion to
rally support for the presidential
candidacy of Juan Perén in the elec-
tion scheduled for September 23, other
forces demanded that those respon-
sible for the massacre be uncovered
and punished.

Minister of the Interior Benito Llam-
bi instructed the country's governors
to authorize the memorial meetings,
providing they were held in areas
that could be tightly controlled.

Even before government authoriza-
tion was officially granted, however,
a number of meetings were held. One,
in Rosario, was attended by the three
survivors of the massacre.

In Bahia Blanca, an armed clash
occurred between groups of young
people putting up posters of the Trelew
dead and others tearing them down.

"In La Plata," reported the Buenos
Aires daily La Opinion August 21,
"a commando of the self-styled Ejér-
cito Revolucionario del Pueblo (ERP
[Revolutionary Army of the People])
occupied the premises of an airplane
club. After bringing the employees
under control, they forced a civilian
pilot to commandeer a plane, and

from the air leaflets were dropped
over the center of the city inviting the
population to come to the meeting
that will take place in Plaza San
Martin in memory of the guerrillas
who died at Trelew.

On the eve of the commemorations,
the Peronist-led coalition, the Movi-
miento Nacional Justicialista (Justici-
alist National Movement), officially
joined in with a statement rendering
"respectful and emotion-filled homage
to all the Argentines who, whatever
their beliefs or affiliation, paid with
their blood for their faith in a better
Argentina."

The Peronists, who have been seek-
ing to isolate and put an end to guer-
rilla activity, attempted to "balance"
the rallies by commemorating not
only the Trelew massacre, but also
the decision of Eva Perén in 1951 to
give up the vice-presidency —a de-
cision she had made on August 22.

"Both dates,” stated Rodolfo Puig-
grés, interventor of the University of
Buenos Aires, explaining the institu-
tion's decision to declare August 22
a day of mourning, "constitute some
of the highest expressions of the will
of the people to struggle, which is
today directed toward achieving na-
tional liberation and reconstruction."

A further indication of the Peronist
movement's determination to co-opt
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the date for its own political purposes
was the fact that the large Buenos
Aires rally called by the Peronist
Youth was conceived of as a frankly
pro-Perén campaign rally. The Peron-
ist Youth described the rally in the
Atlanta stadium (which drew 60,000,
according to the organizers, 30,000,
according to the authorities) as one
of "active support to the candidacy
of General Perén: an emotional hom-
age to all those who have fallen dur-
ing eighteen years of struggle, and
an indelible remembrance of Com-
panera Evita on the new anniversary
of her resignation.”

The slogan for the rally was
"Fatherland, Yes. Colony, No." The
Peronist Youth Statement concluded
with the thought: "They died so that
the Fatherland could live. Evita lives.
Per6n for President."

While the Peronists tried to focus
the actions on Per6n's bid for election,
others recalled that despite several
months of a Peronist regime, no
serious attempt has been made to dis-
cover and punish the authors of the
Trelew massacre.

The main slogan for the meeting
called by the Federacién Universi-
taria de Buenos Aires (FUBA — Uni-
versity Student Federation of Buenos
Aires), for instance, was "Do not for-
get, and struggle relentlessly until all
those guilty of the Trelew massacre
are uncovered and punished." The
student group called for the creation
of a parliamentary commission "to
investigate the crimes of the military
dictatorship.”

The call for an investigation of the
massacre was also a demand of a
Buenos Aires rally in Plaza Congreso
called by wvarious leftist groups,
among them the Juventud Socialista
de Avanzada (JSA —Young Socialist
Vanguard), the Partido Comunista
Revolucionario (PCR — Revolutionary
Communist party), the Association of
Psychiatrists from the Federal Capital,
and the ERP. According to the August
23 La Opinion, the rally, which re-
portedly drew some 10,000, was held
"under heavy police guard" and "in
an atmosphere of great emotional ten-
sion."

The Paris daily Le Monde reported
August 24 that following the rally,
some 2,000 demonstrators attempted
to march to the government palace
to demand an investigation into the
massacre. "But the march was inter-

998

rupted by police, who used tear-gas
grenades, to which the demonstrators
responded with Molotov cocktails and
fire bombs."

La Opinién offered the following ac-
count:

"Following the meeting in Plaza
Congreso, a column that broke away
from the gathering marched down
Callao toward Corrientes, and before
reaching the intersection of the two
streets, was blocked by the police. At
this point, Molotov cocktails were
hurled, and shots could be heard com-
ing from snipers located, it would ap-
pear, in the upper stories of the Opera

confectionary. A patrol car belonging
to Group I of the police guard was
also set on fire; the arrival of rein-
forcements made the demonstrators
retreat in order to regroup their forces
and march up Corrientes to the east.

"When they reached Montevideo,
another confrontation with the police
took place. Gunfire could be heard,
and demonstrators overturned and
burned another police car. After a
period of charges and various inci-
dents, security forces gained control
of the situation and arrested about
100 persons." a

Pentagon Shows Saigon the Way

Nixon Threatens New Cambodia Bombing

On August 15, the U.S. bombing
of Cambodia came to a "halt" in line
with a legislative amendment ap-
proved by Congress June 30, the re-
sult of a compromise between Nixon
and Congress. Intensive bombing of
Cambodia continued right up to the
last minute, indicating Nixon's reluc-
tance to acquiesce in the decision.

The bombing halt marked the end
of 160 consecutive days of bombing
during which more than 240,000 tons
of bombs were dropped. Between Jan-
uary 28 and August 11, some 35,410
sorties were flown, at a cost of $422.8
million, according to the Pentagon.
During the last four and a half years,
just over half a million tons of bombs
were dropped on Cambodia, including
those dropped during the secret bomb-
ing campaign of 1969-70. Some 7.5
million tons of U.S. bombs were
dropped on South Vietnam, North
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia during
the nine-year air war, reported Michael
Getler in the August 15 Washington
Post.

The end of the bombing leaves the
crumbling Lon Nol regime dependent
on its 250,000-strong army and its
small air force. According to an As-
sociated Press dispatch in the August
15 New York Times, "well-informed
sources" in Saigon claim that the Thieu
regime recently flew several thousand
soldiers of Cambodian descent to

Pnompenh. It is unlikely that this will
contribute much to saving Lon Nol.

Despite the bombing halt, up to 400
fighter-bombers and 175 B-52s will
remain on call in Thailand, on Guam,
and aboard carriers, prepared to re-
sume raids "if Congress authorizes
them." Defense Department "guidance”
sent to U.S. field commanders allows
military assistance and "humanitarian”
air operations to continue in Laos
and Cambodia, including "noncombat
flights" to deliver military assistance
and "humanitarian supplies" to terri-
tory controlled by "the duly constituted
governments of Laos and Cambodia."
"Unarmed reconnaissance flights for
the purpose of gathering intelligence"
will be permitted over Laos and Cam-
bodia. If reconnaissance planes are
fired upon, Congress would have to
change the law before military retal-
iation could be undertaken, according
to the Pentagon.

In a statement issued August 15,
Nixon reiterated his denunciation of
Congress, already expressed in an
August 3 letter to Congressional lead-
ers, for forcing the bombing cut-off:
". . . by its action Congress has elim-
inated an important incentive for a
negotiated settlement in Cambodia
and weakened the security of Cam-
bodia's neighbors in Southeast Asia
and has eroded the structure of peace
in Indochina laid down in the [Paris
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cease-fire] agreements of January 27."
Nixon accused Congress of undermin-
ing "the prospects of world peace by
raising doubts in the minds of both
friends and adversaries concerning the
resolve and capacity of the United
States to stand by international agree-
ments when they are violated by other
parties.”

Nixon's statement contained a
strong warning to the North Vietnam-
ese leaders against extending aid to
the Cambodian rebels. He said he
would take "appropriate action” to deal
with any threat to "stability” in Indo-
china and to the "settlements reached
after so much sacrifice by so many
for so long."

Nixon's stress on the "North Viet-
namese threat" and Congress's alleged
"abandonment of a friend" was repeat-
ed by Cambodian ambassador Um
Sim at a Washington press conference
August 21, where he stated that the
Lon Nol regime would request the
resumption of combat aid if Hanoi
should increase its direct involvement
in the Cambodian war. Thus the stage
is clearly set for the resumption of
full-scale U.S. bombing of Cambodia
should the liberation forces, who al-
ready control more than 80 percent
of Cambodia, move to deal a final
blow to the Lon Nol regime.

On August 16, in reply to questions
raised by the Senate Armed Services
Committee, Deputy Secretary of De-
fense William Clements Jr. explained
how the Saigon regime could help
Pnompenh offset the effects of the
bombing halt by the use of Saigon's
U.S.-supplied military equipment: If
such equipment were openly used in
support of the Lon Nol regime, this
would be a violation of U.S. law and
Washington could not replace any ma-
teriel destroyed or used up. But if
Saigon merely "defends" itself inside
Cambodia against North Viethamese
"sanctuaries" allegedly threatening Sai-
gon, use of U.S.-supplied equipment
would be "legal” (and the equipment
replaceable).

In a letter to Senator Symington
dated August 14, Clements explored
the question of whether Saigon would
be regarded in violation of U.S. law
if it directly helped out Pnompenh
knowing that expended materiel would
not be replaced. He concluded that
it would not, and that in any case
Saigon could claim it was using equip-
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ment supplied before 1971 when the
relevant law was enacted.

The hearings of the Senate Armed
Services Committee have produced
further revelations about the secret
bombing of Cambodia carried out by
Nixon in 1969-70. A top secret Penta-
gon memorandum, dated November
20, 1969, was released to the commit-
tee on August 9. It specifically ap-
proved falsified reporting of the secret
B-52 raids in 1969, and was written
by General Wheeler, then Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; it was
personally initialed by then Defense
Secretary Melvin Laird. Both Wheeler
and Laird originally denied all knowl-
edge of any falsified reports. The
documents provided for B-52 strikes
against clandestine targets inside Cam-
bodia, with other B-52s attacking
normally assigned targets in South
Vietnam and Laos. "Strikes on these
latter targets," the memorandum said,
"will provide a resemblance to normal
operations, thereby providing a cred-
ible story for replies to press in-
quiries."

A total of 3,630 B-52 sorties were
secretly made over Cambodia between
March 1969 and May 1970, and more

than 100,000 tons of bombs were
dropped. A 1967 Pentagon memoran-
dum released to the committee autho-
rized similar cover strikes in Laos.

At an August 10 news conference,
Laird explained that he had not sanc-
tioned "the falsification of any Air
Force, Navy or Defense Department
records,” but had merely authorized
"a separate reporting procedure" for
the bombing raids.

This "reasoning” was repeated by
Nixon in an August 20 speech to
the national convention of the right-
wing Veterans of Foreign Wars. He
acknowledged publicly for the first
time that he had approved the secret
bombing raids in Cambodia, and jus-
tified them as having been necessary
to protect American lives. He added
that if he were faced with the same
situation again, he would make the
same decision. "The stakes are high,"
he said. "We could cop out as many
suggest in the Senate and House and
the press. We could cop out, but if
we do, our children will live in a
very dangerous world."

To this threat of "renewed" U.S.
aggression, the Veterans responded by
giving Nixon a "peace award." a

Brazilian Exiles Defend Ligue Communiste

Campanha, a newspaper published
by exiled Brazilian revolutionists re-
siding in Chile, has added its voice
to protests against the Pompidou re-
gime's banning of the Ligue Commu-
niste, French section of the Fourth
International. An article in its August
5 issue traced the brief history of the
Ligue since its founding in 1969 and
noted the broad support it hasreceived
from other political organizations in
France since it was banned.

In conclusion the article called on
the Latin American left to express sol-
idarity with the French Trotskyists:
"The right of the working class and
its vanguards to organize was never
a gift from the bourgeoisie. It was
won, and will be defended, by the
class struggle. It will always have
to be wrested from the bourgeoisie
and its repressive apparatus, wher-
ever capitalism has implanted its ex-
ploitative system. The entire French

left responded to the government's
move, while demonstrations against
the ban on the Ligue were staged
throughout the whole world. Germany,
Belgium, and England were some of
the countries where the organized van-
guard and the working class demon-
strated in support of the Ligue and
for the right of the working class to
form its own organizations and par-
ties.

"It is precisely in defense of this
same, fundamental right that we are
daily struggling. For this reason, re-
gardless of whatever differences we
might have with the Ligue Commu-
niste, particularly with regard to the
problem of how to build an interna-
tional party, we defend the right of
the people and their vanguard to or-
ganize, and we call on all Latin Amer-
ican organizations to express their
militant solidarity with the French
companeros. O
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Storms on the Horizon

The Inflationary Boom and Its Coming End

By Ernest Mandel

At the beginning of this year, in
taking account of the change in the
economic conjuncture that occurred in
1972, leading to an upswing in all
the imperialist countries except Italy,
we wrote on January 7 that in spite
of the "energy crisis," the expansion
of East-West trade, and the reappear-
ance of shortages in the Western food
industry, the current "boom" would
not last very long. (See Intercontinen-
tal Press, January 29, p. 88.)

Today, a mounting chorus is pre-
dicting a recession by 1975, if not
1974, One after another, the Orga-
nization of Economic Cooperation
and Development (which includes the
governments of all the imperialist
countries), the British weekly The
Economist, and the West German
weeklies Die Zeit and Der Spiegel have
alluded to this prospect. And all these
Cassandra voices add an especially
somber note to their disturbing (for
the capitalist economy) prognostica-
tions: Since the current boom phase
for the first time involves all the im-
perialist countries (again, with the ex-
ception of Italy), they fear that the
coming recession likewise will hit si-
multaneously throughout the imperial-
ist world.

It is the well-known generalized re-
cession, whose inevitability we pre-
dicted in 1969, that is now haunting
the imperialist world.

Generalized Inflation

It is true enough that the bourgeois
experts emphasize inflation as the root
cause of the disease, as the origin of
the threats weighing on the interna-
tional capitalist economy. But this di-
agnosis contains a healthy dose of
hypocrisy, and a healthy dose of ig-
norance as well.

First of all a healthy dose of hy-
pocrisy: What economist can be ig-
norant of the fact that the current
"boom," far from being threatened by
inflation, is rather the most immedi-
ate and direct product of inflation?
Take a look, for example, at what
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happened in the United States and
in Great Britain (to take only two
examples) during the recession of
1969-71 and at how these two coun-
tries were able to get out of the re-
cession. There was a rapid expan-
sion of the money supply, which in
the United States reached nearly 10%
in six months and in Britain reached
20% in a year, without any signifi-
cant increase in material production.
Inflation as a means of "overcoming”
recession was the officially declared
policy of the bourgeois governments,
the central and private banks, and
the monopolies of these countries.
Without this inflation, the current
"boom" would never have taken place.

And also a healthy dose of igno-
rance: A permanent inflation that goes
on for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury cannot fail after a certain point,
to exhibit the classical acceleration
phenomena that economic theory has
analyzed so many times.

To condemn this or that "technical
error" or this or that minister, to
blame "trade-union egoism" or "infla-
tion mentality," is to replace expla-
nation with exorcism.

When there is a wealth of means
of payment, a search for "real values”
is inevitable. So long as this involves
only objets d'art, it remains marginal
to economic life. But when gold
(whose free-market price doubled in
one year and now stands at two or
three times what it was two years
ago) is caught up in the vortex then
the economic effects are rather more
serious. When there is "revalued" gold
and "devalued" paper money, Gresh-
am's law comes into play: Bad money
drives good money out of circulation.
"Bad money" is above all the dollar,
which is less and less hoarded, is
therefore circulated more and more,
and is in turn subjected to the im-
placable law of supply and demand,
thus progressively depreciating.

Cumulative Effects of Inflation

But the hunt for real values is much

more serious when it touches two key
sectors of economic life: real estate
and raw materials. In a climate of
permanent inflation, buying of land
and raw materials becomes increas-
ingly speculative, independent of the
immediate needs of the market.

On the New York raw materials
exchange the number of speculators
has grown ceaselessly during recent
years. Getting a "seat" on the exchange
now costs several hundred thousand
dollars. Price rises on the exchange
are becoming dizzying: In the past
year, under the double lash of spec-
ulation and the economic upswing,
prices have risen 93 percent.

But a rise in prices of real estate—
and therefore in rent—and of raw
materials inevitably has repercussions
on the retail prices of all commod-
ities and on the cost of living. In-
flation, which had already persisted
throughout the 1969-71 recession, and
which was accelerated in order to pro-
vide an escape from the recession,
is now being amplified by its own
cumulative effects. Annual increases
in consumer prices are reaching from
3 or 4 percent to 6 or 8 or even
10 percent.

The cumulative movement of infla-
tion has structural effects on interest
rates. Now that governments are try-
ing to moderate the inflation of credit
somewhat, interest rates are climbing
to exceptional levels: a discount rate
of 11.5% in Great Britain; a 12%
rate for Eurodollars; a rate of 30%
for overnight interbank loans in West
Germany. The experts are sighing:
Credit restrictions are strangling the
"boom." And the "pundits" reply: In-
flation inevitably produces deflation.

Deeper Causes of the Inevitable
Decline of the Cycle

While inflation no doubt partially
has some effects of its own, never-
theless the autonomy of the credit cycle
in relation to the cycle of production
and sale of commodities must not be
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exaggerated. Inflation does not "auto-
matically" produce a change in the
business cycle. It is the internal forces
of the expansion that become exhaust-
ed and that, by running down, pro-
duce the recession. By turning the
credit and inflation spigot on or off
at the appropriate or erroneous mo-
ment, bourgeois leaders can intensify
or reduce the gravity of the recession
a little. They can hasten or retard
the time of its outbreak. But they can
no more ensure a permanent boom
than they can prevent a recession from
breaking out in the long run.

What ties together the credit cycle
and the production cycle is the ebb
and flow that governs the capitalist
business cycle: fluctuations in the av-
erage rate of profit.

For the capitalist economy, the
1969-71 recession was the most se-
rious one of the postwar period. Un-
used productive capacity was extreme-
ly pronounced. By the same token,
once inflation allowed for an upturn,
growth could be rapid. The rate of
profit went up sharply in the United
States and in Germany. Accumulation
of capital was powerfully stimulated.
So the inevitable happened. Fresh ex-
cess capacity appeared; new openings
were supersaturated. New declines in
the rate of profit appeared on the
horizon.

Finally, bankruptcies were crop-
ping up in the German construction
industry, threatening to drag down
a few banking houses as well. Tight
credit policy and high interest rates
have been blamed for this catastrophe.
But the deeper cause lies in the fact
that for the first time since the end
of the second world war, while hous-
ing units are being built at the rate
of 500,000 a year in the Federal Re-
public of Germany, there are now
more than 100,000 newly constructed
units that have been neither bought
nor rented at the existing prices, that
is, at discounted rates of profit.

Another example: Everyone is ex-
pecting a change in the market prices
of raw materials. "Speculation cannot
keep prices going up interminably,"
the pundits say. The more basic ex-
planation: Having had their appetites
whetted by the dizzying rise in prices
and profits, trusts with monopoly con-
trol of many raw materials have
stepped up their investments and have
set up the inevitable overproduction.
For the copper industry alone, an
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excess capacity on the order of 46
percent is expected by 1978. Under
such conditions, it will not be nec-
essary to wait five years for the price
of copper to begin to fall.

The Fall of the Dollar:
Boomerang ‘Weapon' of
American Imperialism

One of the most die-hard legends
circulating among the strategists of
the Café du Commerce and other gen-
erally well-informed circles is that the
"free fall" of the dollar is a diabol-
ical war machine invented by Amer-
ican imperialism in order to cut its
competitors in Europe and Japan
down to size. Thanks to the contin-
ual depreciation of the dollar (which,
in the space of a few years, has lost
one-third of its value relative to the
Deutsche mark and a quarter of its
value relative to the yen), American
commodities are supposed to become
newly competitive.

It cannot be denied that during the
last few months American imperialism
has scored some points on the trade
level, thanks to the devaluation of
the dollar. The fate of the Concord,
Sabena's buying cheaper American
planes instead of French Dessault
planes, is eloquent testimony to this.

But for several years we have pre-
dicted what would happen in an epoch
of capitalism in which movement of
capital is more decisive than move-
ment of commodities: American im-
perialism would lose on the level of
capital and property what it won on
the level of sales of commodities.

With the latest devaluation of the
dollar, a veritable rush for American
stock was touched off among the Eu-
ropean bourgeoisie. The same bloc
of stock could be had for 15, 20,
25, or even 35 percent less European
currency than it would have taken
several years ago, taking account of
Wall Street fluctuations.

And what bourgeois individuals can
do, capitalist companies can obvious-
ly do on a much grander scale. In
its July 14, 1973, issue the weekly
Economist published an article with
the appropriate title "A Good Time
to Buy America?" British Petroleum
bought the American oil company
Sohio; Plessey absorbed Alloys; Brit-
ish-American Tobacco absorbed the
huge New York department store Gim-
bel's for a mere $200 million. Nestlé

bought out Stouffer Foods from the
Litton Industries conglomerate for
$100 million; Saint-Gobain acquired
the firm Certainteed. And this list is
far from exhaustive.

As for Japanese imperialism, it went
through an expansion of capital ex-
ports that drove American capital out
of a good part of the East Asian
market and is disputing important
American game preserves like Brazil
and Mexico. In South Korea and Tai-
wan, Japanese frusts are setting up
huge complexes in steel, petrochem-
icals, and ship building. In Brazil
they are investing more than the
United States is. The Fuji Bank es-
timates that export of Japanese cap-
ital will reach $3.5 to 4 thousand
million for 1973 alone, and it an-
ticipates an annual rate of $25 thou-
sand million by the end of the 1970s.

But once again, it is an extrapo-
lation that imprudently ignores con-
junctural fluctuations, structural cri-
ses, social tensions, and revolution-
ary explosions.

Even on the commercial level, the
devaluation of the dollar has proved
to be a poisoned gift for American
imperialism. The fall of the dollar
has allowed, for example, Japanese
capitalists to snatch up greater and
greater fractions of current raw ma-
terials production at considerably low-
er prices (in yen) than those Amer-
ican industry has to pay in dollars.
The dizzying rise in raw materials
prices is no doubt partly a function
of that competition.

An Accumulation of Explosive
Material

It could be concluded that American
imperialism should be interested in
a profound reform of the international
monetary system. But all the debates
are turning on the overhead cost of
this reform. None of the imperialist
powers is prepared to foot the bill
for the others. U.S. imperialism can-
not guarantee an end to the inflation
of the dollar, which threatens to pro-
voke an economic crisis of overpro-
duction of unparalleled gravity in the
United States itself. But without halt-
ing this inflation, how can the con-
vertibility of the dollar be reestab-
lished? And unless convertibility is re-
established, little effective reform of the
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international monetary system will be
possible. And the "solution" would be
a return to a system of quotas, of
barter, and even of the partial eco-
nomic autarky that would threaten
to suffocate international trade, as
during the 1930s.

The crisis of the international mon-
etary system and the exacerbation of
interimperialist contradictions that it
reflects are today combining with the
threat of a recession that will be closer
to a generalized recession in all the
imperialist countries than any other
since the second world war.

But to this accumulation of explo-
sive material for the capitalist system
in the economic domain is being add-
ed some explosive material in the so-
cial domain that is even more threat-
ening to Capital.

The coming recession will break out
at a time when the European work-
ing class is taking big steps forward
in organized forces, combativity, and
class consciousness. Never in the past
have we seen such a simultaneous
upsurge of workers struggles in Italy,
in Great Britain, in France, in Spain,
and now, although at a slower pace,
in West Germany; that is, in all the
key capitalist countries of Europe.

The example of the Lip factory is
symbolic in this respect. By its pres-
ent militancy and consciousness, the
European working class is resolved —
to a higher degree than in 1929 or
in 1932 —not to tolerate the reappear-
ance of massive unemployment. Dur-
ing recent years it has demonstrated
that it is capable of preventing Cap-
ital from making it bear the costs
of inflation. And it is preparing also
to prevent Capital from making it
bear the costs of the coming economic
crisis.

Thus, the elements of an exception-
ally serious social crisis are coming
together on the European continent.
For the European proletariat and for
all humanity, this crisis cannot be
resolved in a positive manner unless
power passes out of the hands of the
bourgeoisie, incapable under the pres-
ent relationship of forces of applying
its own class solutions, and into the
hands of the working class, which
will be capable of bringing its own
revolutionary socialist solutions to the
crisis.
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300 Prisoners Freed

Greek Dictator Seeks Support With Amnesty

"l do not repent, nor am I ashamed
of what I did," Alexandros Panagoulis
told reporters as he left prison August
21. "It is others who commit crimes."

Panagoulis, who had been held un-
der inhuman conditions since his 1968
attempt to assassinate George Papa-
dopoulos, was one of more than 300
political prisoners freed in an amnesty
decreed to mark the Greek dictator's
inauguration of himself as "president."
In conjunction with the amnesty, Pa-
padopoulos declared an end to mar-
tial law, which was still in effect in
Athens Province more than six years
after it was first imposed.

Panagoulis and other prisoners still
bore the marks of their torture in
the dictatorship's dungeons. In an-
other act of "generosity," Papadopou-
los amnestied the torturers for any
"erimes committed during the exercise
of their duties.”

Papadopoulos's attempt to repair
the dictatorship's public image fol-
lowed the propaganda failure of the
July 29 referendum that "approved"
the dictator's decision to abolish the
monarchy and declare himself pres-
ident for an eight-year term. Even
though it was announced in advance
that a majority No vote would be ig-
nored by the dictatorship, the colonels’
regime was unable to produce the de-
sired results without the most blatant
rigging of the returns.

Journalists reported that in many
areas a Yes vote was assured by a
refusal to provide voters with neg-
ative ballots. Early returns gave the
Yes vote as over 90 percent, and
many polls outside the main cities
reported unanimity in favor of the
dictatorship. Realizing that such fig-
ures were incredible, the regime later
reduced its overall margin to 78.4
percent.

Most Greeks, it would seem, re-
mained less than impressed with this
"democratic" charade. When Papado-
poulos was inaugurated as head of
the "presidential parliamentary repub-
lic" August 19, Bernard D. Nossiter
of the Washington Post reported that
"only a few thousand Athenians and

tourists" turned out to observe the cer-
emony.

While Papadopoulos was staging the
referendum farce, Greek workers were
increasingly turning their attention to
the mounting inflation that is cutting
into their wages. A number of illegal
strikes and slowdowns have been re-
ported throughout the summer. At the
same time, university students in Ath-
ens are said to be planning to resume
their demonstrations in the fall.

While dressing up the facade of the
dictatorship, the amnesty also enabled
Papadopoulos to begin mending his
relations with the military, which were
severely strained by last May's coup
attempt by high-ranking naval offi-
cers. Fifty-six officers accused of com-
plicity in the plot were freed by the
amnesty.

That plot involved the navy almost
exclusively, but there are reports of
friction between Papadopoulos and his
army backers, who fear that attempts
to provide a civilian cover for the
dictatorship mean that they will be
forced to step aside.

"Papadopoulos could stumble over
his very first step,” Nossiter wrote in
an August 23 dispatch from Athens.
"Some of the ex-colonels have made
tidy fortunes in office and are reluc-
tant to leave. One is said to have
told Papadopoulos bluntly: 'George,
we came into this together and we
are leaving together.""

Caught between the popular hatred
for the dictatorship and the dwindling
support from his former backers, the
new Greek "president” seems very un-
likely to complete his "elected" term
of office. O

Think You Have Problems?

Denver residents are reported increas-
ingly concerned about the Pentagon's de-
cision to continue storing 4,500 tons of
deadly nerve gas within crashing distance
of the Denver airport. In a well-publicized
announcement four years ago, Nixon "re-
nounced” the use of weapons such as nerve
gas in warfare: Maybe he is keeping the
stuff around just in case the residents
of Denver get out of hand. |
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Nixon Still Unable to Keep Lid on Watergate

By Allen Myers

After conferring with his lawyers
August 30, Richard Nixon announced
that he would appeal a ruling requir-
ing him to turn over tapes of White
House conversations to the judge
directing the grand jury investigation
of the Watergate burglary.

The day before, Judge John J.
Sirica had rejected Nixon's claim that
he has unlimited authority to with-
hold the tapes from the grand jury.
Sirica ordered that the tapes be turned
over to him so that he could decide
which were relevant to the investiga-
tion and which could legally be with-
held.

Nixon's appeal makes it virtually
certain that the Supreme Court will
eventually rule in the dispute between
Nixon and his own special prosecutor,
Archibald Cox. But whatever the
courts may finally decide, Nixon's
frantic attempts to conceal the evidence
have probably done nearly as much
to convict him in the public mind as
the tapes themselves could do.

This was reflected, among other
ways, by the response to Nixon's
long-awaited "definitive reply" to the
charges against him. Prior to the na-
tionally televised August 15 speech,
polls showed that 74 percent of the
U.S. public thought Nixon to be in-
volved with the Watergate burglary
or its cover-up. After the speech, a
poll showed the figure virtually un-
changed at 73 percent.

An ‘Unconvincing Performance’

Contrary to expectation, neither the
speech nor a written statement issued
in conjunction with it really attempted
to refute the charges against the boss
of the Watergate gang. Instead, Nixon
called for an end to the Senate Water-
gate hearings. "The time has come,"
he said, "to turn Watergate over to
the courts. . . ." The appeal was less
than convincing in view of the fact
that Nixon spent a major portion of
the same speech defending his refusal
to cooperate with the courts by hand-
ing over the White House tapes.

As usual when he is up to some-
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thing dishonest, Nixon tried to cloak
his withholding of evidence under a
noble-sounding principle, in this case
the right of privacy:

". .. The law has long recognized
that there are kinds of conversations
that are entitled to be kept confiden-
tial, even at the cost of doing with-

NIXON: Needs "bulldozer' to face the
press.

out critical evidence in a legal pro-
ceeding. This rule applies, for ex-
ample, to conversations between a
lawyer and a client, between a priest
and a penitent, and between a hus-
band and a wife. In each case it is
thought so important that the parties
be able to talk freely to each other
that for hundreds of years the law has
said that these conversations are
‘privileged' and that their disclosure
cannot be compelled in a court.

"It is even more important that the
confidentiality of conversations be-
tween a president and his advisers be
protected.”

As a number of commentators were
quick to point out, Nixon's list of

examples omitted the confidentiality of
conversations between a doctor and
patient, which might have called to
mind the Nixon gang's burglary of
the office of Daniel Ellsberg's psy-
chiatrist. Nixon also neglected to ex-
plain why, if the conversations with
aides must be secret, he had taped
them in the first place.

It was not surprising that Nixon's
attempt to defend himself drew gen-
erally unfavorable reviews. The New
York Times, for example, commented
in an August 17 editorial:

"President Nixon's speech on the
Watergate scandals and the supple-
mentary statement issued by the White
House are as remarkable for what
they omit as for what they contain.
In essence, they constitute a concession
by Mr. Nixon that he has no detailed
defense to offer against the damaging
testimony before the Senate Watergate
committee. In place of a rebuttal, he
offers an omnibus denial and a plea
for the public to turn its attention
to other pressing public issues. It is
a sad, disappointing and wholly un-
convincing performance.”

Nixon's effort was such a flop that
when the Secret Service announced
August 20 that it had discovered a
"possible conspiracy to assassinate"
Nixon, it was commonly assumed —
probably accurately — that the an-
nouncement was nothing but an at-
tempt to win sympathy.

When, on the same day, Nixon gave
his press secretary, Ronald Ziegler,
a violent push in full view of tele-
vision cameras, there was wide specu-
lation that Nixon was losing all self-
control under the strain of the Water-
gate scandal.

Nixon's August 22 press conference
— his first in more than five months —
was seen as a desperate attempt to
repair the damage done by his August
15 speech and the August 20 incident.

"The accumulated stresses were so
great,” Newsweek magazine reported
in its September 3 issue, "according
to one Administration insider, that
when his aides first broached the idea
[of a press conference], they 'prac-
tically had to push him out there with
a bulldozer."'"

Nixon was said to be "jubilant” after
the conference, apparently because he
was able to evade hostile questions
for fifty minutes without being caught
in an immediately obvious lie. This
moderately successful performance is
not even the beginning of the end of
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his Watergate-related troubles, how-
ever.

The Senate committee, now in re-
cess, is scheduled to resume its hear-
ings September 17; and when it does,
further embarrassing disclosures are
a certainty. Republican Senator Rob-
ert Dole of Kansas has announced
that he will introduce a resolution re-
quiring the Watergate committee to
hold all its sessions in secret, but with
the present widespread distrust of all
levels of government, the resolution is
given almost no chance of passage.

A more likely way of covering up
Nixon's guilt is to rush the hearings
to a quick conclusion, either by re-
stricting the number of witnesses called
or by limiting questioning, which
would allow the culprits to put their
denials on record without being
seriously cross-examined. Committee
chairman Sam Ervin has announced
that he hopes to complete the hearings
by November 1, even though the
Senate originally gave the committee
until mid-February to complete its
tasks. The committee vice-chairman,
Howard Baker, is also in favor of
bringing the hearings to a quick con-
clusion, according to the August 27
issue of Newsweek:

"Baker has hitherto reserved judg-
ment on the evidence accumulated
through 37 days of hearings. But he
has lately seemed to be drifting back
toward his first allegiances to his
party and his President, and last week
he told Newsweek's Nicholas Horrock
that Watergate is 'essentially over'—
that it no longer represents a critical
threat to Mr. Nixon's survival in of-
ficee. Baker, who had supported the
committee's demand for the White
House tapes, now predicted that the
senators could arrive at a finding of
fact without them. He told Horrock
that nothing now on the record or in
the committee's files is strong enough
to support an impeachment proceed-
ing—and Baker believes that a clear
majority among his committee col-
leagues accordingly favors rushing
the remainder of the hearings to an
early conclusion.”

But while the Senate hearings may
or may not be headed for an early
end, Nixon and his gang are finding
themselves enmeshed in one new scan-
dal after another.

Lining His Pockets

Another
1004

congressional body, the

House Government Activities Subcom-
mittee, is investigating the expenditure
of federal funds on Nixon's properties
in San Clemente, California, and Key
Biscayne, Florida. After the subcom-
mittee chairman, Jack Brooks of
Texas, publicly charged the Nixon
administration with a "systematic ef-
fort" to impede the investigation, the
White House on August 6 released the
latest in a long series of accountings
of such federal spending.

The first story, put out last May,
was that the government had spent
$39,000 for Nixon's "security” at San

AGNEW: "In real trouble."

Clemente. Later versions gradually
raised the expenditures at San Cle-
mente and Key Biscayne to nearly
$2 million. The August 6 announce-
ment gave the total "security” expenses
as $10 million.

Items covered under the classifica-
tion of "security" included golf carts,
flagpoles, paving for a driveway, a
helicopter pad, den furniture, a new
heating system, landscaping, fertilizer,
and a swimming pool cleaner.

There are further embarrassing
questions concerning the San Clemente
property and how Nixon acquired it.
According to a White House statement
of May 25, Nixon acquired six acres
of the twenty-nine-acre estate through
a series of complicated but obviously
profitable deals with his friend and
patron, millionaire Robert Abplanalp.

(See Intercontinental Press, July 2, p.
804.)

On August 27, the White House re-
leased a detailed audit of Nixon's real
estate dealings. (Reporters discovered
that three former associates of the
auditing firm who had been convicted
of fraud were pardoned by Nixon last
December.)

The audit revealed, among other
things, that Nixon has been lying
about his San Clemente operations
since he acquired the property in 1969.
The lies concerned the amount of
Nixon's personal investment, the por-
tion of the property that he retained,
and the date of the resale to Ab-
planalp.

The audit disclosed for the first time
that Abplanalp had a partner when
he bought his portion of the San Cle-
mente property from Nixon. The
partner was another millionaire and
Nixon crony, C.G. -"Bebe" Rebozo,
who, like Abplanalp, also owns a
house in the Key Biscayne compound
that is rented to the government.

In an August 31 editorial, the New
York Times raised some questions
about Nixon's San Clemente deals
that may explain the secrecy and lies:

"Mr. Nixon made a substantial
profit when he sold the San Clemente
land to Mr. Abplanalp and Mr. Re-
bozo. In 1969, he bought a house and
two parcels of land totaling 28.9 acres
for a combined purchase price of $1,-
500,000. In 1970, he sold 23 acres
to his two friends for $1,249,000. The
difference between the two figures is
$251,000. But since the acres which
the President kept are not only the im-
proved portion of the lot but are also
the choice ocean-front land, they and
the house were worth much more than
$251,000 in December 1970. So it
would seem that Mr. Abplanalp and
Mr. Rebozo paid considerably more
for the unimproved land than Mr.
Nixon had paid for it a year earlier.

"Does the President's original 1970
tax return record this profit, either as
capital gain or as straight income?
If it does not, here may lie the ex-
planation for the secretiveness with
which the White House surrounded
these financial transactions between
the President and his two wealthy
friends.”

At a news conference August 31,
Brooks charged that documents re-
lated to the San Clemente property
had been altered. Philip Shabecoff re-
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ported in the September 1 New York
Times:

"Specifically, Mr. Brooks questioned
the dating on attachments to the sales
agreement that contained the legal de-
scription of the parcels of property
reserved to the President and those
transferred to the B. & C. Investment
Company, the company organized by
Mr. Abplanalp and Mr. Rebozo.

"His staff discovered, Mr. Brooks
reported, that the surveying company,
the South Coastal Engineering Ser-
vices Corporation, had on Jan. 8,
1971, erased the original date on the
attachments and substituted the Dec.
15[1970] date. . . .

"The Texas Democrat said at first
he did not want to 'hazard a guess’
about why the changes were made,
but then he appeared to suggest that
putting a 1970 rather than 1971 date
on the agreement might have some-
thing to do with President Nixon's
taxes."

It is to be hoped that Brooks will
guard carefully any documentary evi-
dence in the possession of his sub-
committee. Files related to the ac-
tivities of the Nixon gang and its
friends have a way of disappearing.
The August 23 New York Times re-
ported that the Washington office of
the American Broadcasting Company
had been burglarized August 10 in an
operation for which the police had
so far found no clues. The items taken
from the office included tape record-
ings and a folder concerning a Miami
bank, the records of which have been
subpoenaed by the Senate Watergate
committee. A prominent associate of
the bank happens to be C. G. Rebozo.

The Agnew Connection

Nixon's financial operations have
been overshadowed for the moment
by the announcement that Vice-Presi-
dent Spiro Agnew is under investiga-
tion for possible bribery, conspiracy,
extortion, and violation of tax laws
in connection with kickbacks from en-
gineering companies during Agnew's
terms as Baltimore County executive
and governor of Maryland.

The charges fill a certain logical
gap in the previous situation of the
Nixon gang, since Agnew had been
virtually the only prominent member
not implicated in some crime.

It has been noticed that Nixon's en-
dorsement of Agnew since the charges
became public has been something
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RICHARDSON: Unexpected opportunity
to rid himself of a rival.

less than unqualified. At his August
22 press conference, for example,
Nixon expressed confidence in Ag-
new's performance of his duties as
vice-president, but said it would be
"improper for me to comment” on the
charges.

The decision as to whether to pre-
sent evidence on Agnew to a grand
jury and on the question of whether
Agnew can legally be indicted with-
out first being impeached is sup-
posedly being left to Attorney General
Elliot Richardson. Under normal cir-
cumstances, this would mean that the
whole matter would simply be swept
under the rug.

But in the present situation, which
is far from normal, it may well be

Chang Tzu-tsai Given

Chang Tzu-tsai, the Taiwanese ar-
chitect accused of participating in an
unsuccessful attempt on the life of
Chiang Kai-shek's son and heir,
Chiang Ching-kuo, in New York in
April 1970, was sentenced by a New
York court August 7 to up to five
years in prison.

"A deplorable act that cannot be
excused by political motives," the court
ruled.

Chang was originally found guilty
of the attempted assassination by a
New York court in May 1971, but
he skipped bail and fled to Sweden.

that such an obvious cover-up would
be more damaging politically to the
Nixon gang than allowing Agnew to
be indicted. Moreover, Richardson has
been cultivating an image of indepen-
dence from Nixon and is known to
have presidential ambitions of his
own, which would be advanced by the
removal of Agnew as a rival for the
1976 Republican nomination.

The disarray in the Nixon gang is
indicated by reports that some of Ag-
new's backers think Nixon is behind
leaks to the press about the investi-
gation.

"The mystery as to who was leak-
ing what to whom," the September 3
Newsweek reported, "encouraged spec-
ulation bordering on the paranoid
among Agnew's people. Some went
so far as to guess that the whole case
had been confected and then made
public with the blessings of the White
House to reduce the heat on the Presi-
dent and to drive Agnew from office
as well. 'The whole thing is a bag
job,' said one Agnewite. 'Everything
that has happened thus far is aimed
at putting pressure on Agnew to re-
sign' —or become a candidate for im-
peachment ahead of the President.

e Presidential domestic adviser
Melvin R. Laird, for example, made a
special call to Illinois Rep. John B.
Anderson, chairman of the House Re-
publican Conference, to warn him —as
Anderson recalled it— against getting
'out front with any statement' on Ag-
new ‘'until we know more.' ... Al-
most simultaneously, Nixon agents
were warning California Gov. Ronald
Reagan privately that Agnew was 'in
real trouble.'" O

Prison Sentence

When the Swedish government de-
cided in 1972 to extradite him to the
United States, he went on a hunger
strike. This impaired his physical con-
dition such that when two New York
policemen came to escort him out of
Sweden by plane, he became sick on
the plane. His condition made con-
tinuation of the trip so dangerous that
British officials took him into custody
en route on September 4.

Chang was returned to the United
States last summer after a British
court turned down his request for
political asylum. O
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Part of the patio in the home of Leon Trotsky. The photograph,
taken in 1940 shortly after Trotsky was assassinated, shows
the entrances to some of the rooms used by Trotsky's guards
and secretaries. Construction of additional rooms on the second
floor had not been completed at the time of the tragedy.

The two blockhouses in the background were built after an
assault on the place carried out on May 24, 1940, by members

o R o

of the Mexican Communist party under the leadership of David
Alfaro Siqueiros.

In that attack, the bedroom of Leon Trotsky and Natalia Sedova
was machine-gunned. In the darkness, the would-be assassin
did not see that the revolutionary couple had rolled under
one of their beds. They escaped without a scratch. However,
one of the guards, Robert Sheldon Harte, was kidnapped by
the assailants and murdered a few days later.

Trotsky's Coyoacan Home to Be Made Into Museum

The Mexican government granted
permission August 15 to convert the
home of Leon Trotsky in Coyoacén
into a private museum.

The Mexico City daily Excélsior re-
ported that the decision was made in
response to petitions filed by Trotsky's
grandson Esteban Volkow Bronstein.
He is to serve as curator.

When Trotsky was assassinated by
a Stalinist agent in 1940, the home
was acquired by the Mexican govern-
ment. Officials of the Cérdenas ad-
ministration informed Natalia Sedova,
Trotsky's companion, that title to the
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property would be made over to her.
However, this was not done before
Céardenas left office, and the subse-
quent administrations likewise failed
to take action.

When Trotsky first moved into the
house, which is located at Avenida
Viena 19 in the outskirts of Coyoa-
cdn, the surrounding area consisted
of open fields and scattered homes,
mostly of poor workers.

In recent years the area has been
built up. The streets have been paved
and a highway now comes close to
the home. For a time it appeared

that the building might be razed to
make way for an industrial plant or
housing development. Efforts were be-
gun to save the site because of its
historical interest, and these now ap-
pear to have succeeded.

For many years Natalia Sedova
kept Trotsky's study and living quar-
ters as they were at the time of the
assassination. After her death in 1962,
Trotsky's grandson kept up the place,
living in an adjoining apartment with
his wife and four children.

According to terms made public by
Octavio Senties of the Department of
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the Federal District, Volkow will be
in charge of conserving the memora-

SWP Plans Further Growth

bilia and maintaining the home as
a private museum. O

U.S. Trotskyist Convention Is Largest Ever

Nearly 1,500 persons attended the
largest convention in the history of
the U.S. Trotskyist movement August
5-11. The twenty-fifth national con-
vention of the Socialist Workers par-
ty (SWP), held in Ohio, drew parti-
cipants from twenty-seven states as
well as observers from many foreign
countries.

The convention also set a record
in terms of the amount of discussion
that preceded it. In the three months
before the convention, any member
of the SWP had the right to submit
articles or resolutions on any sub-
ject to the party's internal discus-
sion bulletin. Thirty-five bulletins con-
taining 240 articles and covering
1,033 pages were published.

In addition, during the three months
prior to the convention, the SWP pub-
lished another 323 pages of the pres-
ent discussions in the Fourth Inter-
national. The SWP is prevented by
reactionary legislation from belonging
to the Fourth International but is in
political solidarity with it and par-
ticipates in the international discus-
sions.

The written discussion was sup-
plemented by debate and discussion
in each branch of the SWP. Many
branches held such discussions two
or three times a week during the pre-
convention period. Delegates to the
convention were then elected on the
basis of the number of votes in each
branch for the different political per-
spectives advanced. Three of the sev-
enty-five delegates elected represented
minority tendencies that advanced po-
sitions opposed to those of the out-
going national leadership. On all ma-
jor points of the convention agenda,
representatives of the minority were
given equal time with the reporter for
the majority.

Four days of the six and a half
days that the convention lasted were
taken up with debate and discussion
on international questions, many of
which are also being discussed within
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the Fourth International. In order to
provide for an even richer discussion,
the convention delegates voted to ex-
tend speaking rights to many of the
international observers who were
present.

The international questions discussed
included the perspectives for the
Trotskyist movement in Latin America,
the strategy and tactics for building
revolutionary-socialist parties in West-
ern Europe, the role of Trotskyists
around the world in defending the
Vietnamese revolution, and the extent
to which that revolution has been re-
strained by Stalinism.

Representatives of each branch also
met during the convention for a more
detailed discussion of opportunities for
organizing antiwar actions and ac-
tions demanding freedom for political
prisoners of the Thieu regime and
amnesty for draft resisters and desert-
ers in the U. S.

The delegates approved a three-
pronged expansion drive "to reach the
widest possible audience with our so-
cialist program.”

One aspect of this drive will be the
attempt to obtain 15,000 new sub-
scriptions to the revolutionary-social-
ist weekly The Militant and 2,500 to
the monthly International Socialist Re-
view, while expanding street sales of
The Militant to 9,500 weekly.

The second area will be the use of
socialist election campaigns to spread

the party's position. The SWP is al-
ready running numerous municipal
campaigns and will have the oppor-
tunity in 1974 to field congressional
candidates.

The third major focus will center
on the Watergate scandal, attempting
to build a broad civil liberties cam-
paign against government secret-police
operations. The SWP and Young So-
cialist Alliance have filed suit against
Nixon and the Watergate gang, chal-
lenging the government's use of spy-
ing, burglary, and other undercover
activities against them.

The delegates also noted that there
are increasing opportunities for so-
cialist activity in the trade unions.
A major task for every branch will
be support to the United Farm Work-
ers Union (UFW), which is under at-
tack by grape growers and the Team-
sters union bureaucracy. "The UFW,"
the reporter pointed out, "is a prod-
uct of the radicalization, closely tied
to the Chicano movement. This at-
tack is a challenge to the unions, to
the Chicano movement, and to the
entire left."

A number of factors attested to the
steady expansion of the SWP since
its previous convention in 1971. One
was the presence of representatives from
organizing committees in St. Louisand
Pittsburgh, where new party branches
will soon be chartered.

Another indication was provided by
the statistics on those attending the
convention. Three-fourths ofthose pres-
ent had been members of the SWP for
less than five years, and for 38 per-
cent this was the first convention they
had attended.

The SWP is also a young party:
55% of those attending —and 86Y% of
the voting delegates —were less than
twenty-five years old. a

Convention closed with singing of the "Internationale."
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Morocco

More Than 300 Oppositionists on Trial

By Joseph Krasny

[The following article appeared in
the August 10 issue of Rouge, weekly
newspaper of the French Trotskyists.
The translation is by Intercontinental
Press.]

"He tore the blindfold off me and
said, 'Take a good look. I am Dlimi,
Colonel Dlimi. It's been a long time
since I tortured anyone. But I'll start
again on you with pleasure.' Then he
himself raised the bar I was tied to,
bound hand and foot (the 'parrot's
perch' torture), crushed out cigarette
butts on me, and then indicated his
satisfaction to my torturers by inviting
them to have a banquet in my
presence.”

We are in Kenitra, in the little room
called the "peace tribunal," renamed
"military" for this occasion. The speak-
er is Omar Dakhoum, the second of
157 (157!) defendants, and he is
telling about the torture he was sub-
jected to. In the audience, no one is
surprised. Torture has long since been
the method of governing in the coun-
try of Hassan II. And at the highest
level, too; for Colonel Dlimi is none
other than the head of the Moroccan
political police, the successor of the
notorious Oufkir.

In Morocco in the summer of 1973
to be on trial is an honor. From
Kenitra to Marrakesh, passing
through Casablanca, three tribunals
will be functioning for several months.
The mockery of justice is steaming
ahead full blast; more than 300 per-
sons are being tried.

The first trial, at Kenitra, opened
on June 26. The defendants were for
the most part members of the UNFP
[Union Nationale des Forces Popu-
laires — National Union of Popular
Forces], the traditional left organiza-
tion of which Ben Barka was one of
the leaders. The second began a week
ago in Casablanca. The eighty-one
defendants, of whom six are out on
bail and thirty are still at large, are
dissidents of the UNFP or the PLS
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[Parti de la Libération et du Socia-
lisme —Party of Liberation and So-
cialism, the former Moroccan Com-
munist party]; they are Maoists and
far-leftists. Finally, the third trial will
be held in Marrakesh in comingweeks.

Why are these trials, which come
after the 2,500 arrests since last March
3, going on?

The Moroccan monarchy has never
recovered from the two attempted
coups (at Skirat in 1971 and at Ke-
nitra in 1972) that were engineered by
dissident factions in the army. The
main pillar of the Hassan II regime
is crumbling. The unshakable loyalty
of the Moroccan army came to an end
with these two putsch attempts. Today
the police, with Dlimi at their head,
are rushing to fill the breach.

But the regime's social base is nar-
rower than ever. Reduced to a mere
watchdog guaranteeing imperialist ex-
ploitation, especially American and
French, Hassan's little kingdom feels
threatened.

To regain control over the situation,
the regime has resorted to a policy
that has two sides that are really one
and the same. First, to eliminate all
those who challenge the existing re-
gime, putting into practice the
astounding principle proclaimed in
1972 by Hassan himself:

"God has placed the king on the
throne to safeguard the monarchy.
In order to effect this safeguarding,
the royal court will not hesitate, if
necessary, to exterminate the one-third
of the population holding nefarious
ideas in order to save the healthy two-
thirds."

Parallel with this massiverepression,
confidence is being placed in foreign
capitalists. The "Moroccanization" of
French interests is a simple readjust-
ment from which both France and
Morocco profit. It satisfies the Moroc-
can comprador bourgeoisie by cutting
down on the 100,000 French nation-
als in Morocco, but it also favors the
large imperialist French companies by
granting them exorbitant privileges.

In this sense, Pompidou's France is

taking part in the current repression.
Whereas the United States backhand-
edly encouraged Oufkir's attempted
coup, French imperialism sees Has-
san as the best guarantor of its inter-
ests. Hence the numerous military ac-
cords between the two countries and
the sending of "special advisers" to
the Moroccan police. We haveno doubt
that these gentlemen are giving instrue-
tions in the niceties of torture.

The aim of the trials is simple: to
strike above all at those who refuse to
come to terms with the regime, those
who reject all compromise solutions
and who insist on their desire to over-
throw the regime. In this regard, at
the Kenitra trial the defense fell into
the trap laid by the prosecution: The
defense wanted especially to demon-
strate that the leading bodies of the
UNFP, a legalist and reformist party,
were hostile to the armed uprisings
of March 3, 1973, in which some
members of this party participated.
In this sense, the defense catered to
the desires of the regime, which would
like to make use of the traditional
opposition (the Istiglal [Independence]-
UNFP), in order to broaden its social
base.

On the other hand, during the trial
that just opened in Casablanca, the
accused, for the most part members
of the Progressive Front, a far-left
organization, reaffirmed their strug-
gle for socialism, while at the same
time refuting the charges brought
against them; they thus made no con-
cessions on the principles of their action.
They are clearly affirming the aims
of their fight against a regime that
is composed only of torturers and as-
sassins.

Some of these militants face thedeath
penalty. Others may get life imprison-
ment. The silence surrounding their
trial must be broken. To alargeextent,
the verdicts handed down in the three
trials will depend on international pro-
test. It is up to us to make Hassan
back down, for we can expect no "clem-
ency" from him. Any doubts about
this can be dispelled by a declara-
tion given by the Moroccan minister
of "justice":

"When it is a matter of a plot against
the state, there is no more legality;
all exceptional measures are justified.
Today all the police in the world know
how to make a suspect tell what he
knows, everything that he knows, and
nothing but what he knows." O
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