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‘It's All Psychological’

e

Switch to Dogfood

The skyrocketing price of meat in
the United States is beginning to touch
off a reaction among lower-income
brackets of the public. Among other
things, there is increasing talk of a
consumers' "boycott."

Noting the protests, Nixon has ad-
vised consumers to buy the "cheaper
cuts." Most families, however, have
already been doing this for years;
and now the "cheaper cuts" carry
stratospheric price tags.

However, Terry Arnall and Jerry
Dizmang, two seniors at Oklahoma
State University, seem to have taken
Nixon's advice at face value. They
announced March 3 that they would
eat dogfood for a week as a protest
against high prices.

"It's getting to the point where a
person cannot afford to eat," Arnall
said, according to the March 4
Miami Herald. "I'm tired of paying
95 cents a pound for hamburger that
just fries away. I'd rather pay $1.52
for a 10-pound sack of dogfood."

"One night we made some real good
beef stew out of Skippy and baked po-
tatoes and carrots," Arnall reported.
"For lunch the other day we took
cheddar cheese soup and put some
Purina in it. Chuckwagon is my
favorite dry food."

As for other brands, Arnall offered
the following comments: "We've been
eating Alpo on toast, but it wasn't
too good. We like Recipe real well,
and it's cheaper . . . we put a lot of
garlic and a lot of salt on it and it
really brings out the flavor."

Arnall and Dizmang did not turn
to dogfood without first checking it
out with health director Donald
Cooper.

"Dr. Cooper said there would be no
nutritive problems with the diet and
the hospital dietitian told me there was
nothing in the processing of dogfood
that could hurt me," Arnall said.
"It's all psychological. The dog was
eating better than we were."

Arnall and Dizmang said that after
a week they would switch back to
human food but would probably con-
tinue to supplement their diets with
canine delicacies. Already they carry
dog biscuits in their pockets to nibble
on between classes.
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Argentine Trotskyists Report Encouraging Gains

Lanusse Promises to Let Peronists Take Office

By Fred Halstead

Buenos Aires

MARCH 13 — The Frente Justicialis-
ta de Liberaciéon (FREJULI— the Pe-
ronist electoral front) won a smash-
ing victory in the elections held two
days ago. With the votes of only 808
precincts out of 54,654 still to be re-
ported, the election board gave the
results as follows:

Frente Justicialista de Liberacion,
5,995,943 (49% ).

Union Civica Radical, 2,596,082
(21%).

Alianza Popular Federalista, 1,797,-
158 (14.7%).

Alianza Popular
870,333 (7.11%).

Alianza Republicana Federal, 332,-
641 (2.72%).

Nueva Fuerza, 256,106 (2.09%).

Socialista Democratico, 112,273
(0.91%).

Socialista de los Trabajadores 76,-
555 (0.62%).

Frente de Izquierda Popular, 61,-
731 (0.50% ).

Besides this, 125,162 blank ballots
were cast; 43,601 were voided as im-
properly made out; and 35,385 were
challenged. The total vote was 12,-
288,819.

These figures were less than pre-
viously announced, the board of elec-
tions announcing that a large error
had been discovered in the earlier
computations.

The Union Civica Fadical decided
not to challenge the Frente Justicialista
de Liberacion in a second round.
Thus the presidential candidates of the
Peronist front, Héctor José Campora
and Vicente Solano Lima, were de-
clared elected. In a speech broadcast
nationally late in the evening of March
12, the military dictator General Ale-
jandro Agustin Lanusse said that his
regime would abide by the decision
of the voters. If the military holds
to this promise, Campora will take
office May 25.

As to the meaning of the election
results, I can offer the following opin-
ions as voiced in an interview granted
to me by Arturo Gomez, organiza-
tional secretary of the Trotskyist Par-

Revolucionaria,
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tido Socialista de los Trabajadores
(PST — Socialist Workers party).

* * *

Question. What is the significance
of the Peronist vote?

Answer. It signifies a repudiation
of the government by the working
class and a significant part of the
middle class. The working class hasn't
considered any government since
1955 |[when Per6on was toppled from
power| to have been in its interests.
But the Peronists received a much
higher percentage of votes in the cur-
rent election than in the 1963 national
and 1965 regional elections. This vote
indicates, or registers, a radicalization
of the middle class, a disaffection by
these strata from the government. A
big section of the middle class voted
for the Peronist front.

Q. What about the Alende-Sueldo
vote? [Oscar Alende and Horacio Suel-
do were the candidates of the Alianza
Popular  Revolucionario (People's
Revolutionary Alliance), a center-left
coalition that included the Partido In-
surgente, the Partido Revolucionario
Christiano (Christian Democrats) and
the Unién del Pueblo Adelante
(UDELPA — Union of the People For-
ward). It was supported by the Com-
munist party as a popular-front for-
mation. |

A. The Alende-Sueldo vote dropped
considerably from that which Alende
received in 1965 in running for gov-
ernor of the province of Buenos Ai-
res. It was also lower than the vote
received by Sueldo's Christian Dem-
ocrats. Also the Communist party did
better the last time it ran in 1961.
It appears that these so-called center-
left forces lost a considerable part of
their traditional supporters to parties
further to the right. On the other hand,
they picked up some votes from the
more radicalized sectors of the middle
class.

Q. What is the significance of the
PST vote?

A. We have had no previous elec-
toral experience that we could use as
a basis for comparison. But consider-
ing where we were a year ago, there
is no doubt that we gained among
sectors of the workers vanguard and
among the youth, that is, among those
who have broken with all the bour-
geois options, especially Peronism.

In absolute numbers we made some
modest gains that cut into the Peronist
movement. These were class votes,
working-class votes. It is clear also
that a significant number of Peronist
workers split their ticket, voting FRE-
JULI for the presidential slate, and
for the PST for lesser offices, such
as deputy. The great majority of the
workers, of course, did not cast a
class vote, but voted for FREJULL
But in my opinion this was less a
vote for Peronism than a vote against
the present government. The PST was
the only party on the left that in-
creased its ranks in this period.

Q. What will happen if the Peronists
actually take power?

A. First, regarding the "if." It seems
reasonably clear from what Lanusse
said last night that the armed forces
will accept the experiment of a Peron-
ist government. I think we are enter-
ing a period similar to that in Chile
with a populist, nationalist, bourgeois
government.

But there are certain important dif-
ferences from the situation in Chile
that make things more complex here.
First, the great weight of the Argentine
working class and its very high level
of union organization. Second, the ab-
sence in Argentina of a mass working-
class party. Unlike Chile, there is no
mass Communist or Socialist party
here. The Argentine workers are still
caught up in a bourgeois party, Pe-
ronism.

But there is no doubt that the work-
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Sobat) La Opinion

CAMPORA

ers now expect things to change in
their favor.

Q. Do you think that this will lead
to an immediate period of upsurge
in the workers' struggles, or the op-
posite— an immediate period of lull
as the workers wait, expecting the new
government to solve the problems they
face?

A. In the short term this is guess-
work. It is very difficult to say what
the pace of developments will be in
the immediate future. But in the long
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run, the upsurge will continue, since
the elections do not eliminate the cri-
sis that forced the military to opt for
an electoral maneuver. Remember,
they didn't do it because the achieve-
ment of stability permitted them to
relax. They did it precisely because
the situation became increasingly un-
stable under the old regime.

Probably in the coming year, even
though the Peronists got more votes
than ever, the crisis of Peronism will
deepen because its influence among the
workers will become more and more
undermined. In the past seventeen

vears, while it was proscribed, the
incapacity of Peronism to satisfy the
elementary needs of the masses could
not be demonstrated. The masses will
continue to struggle as before, but
now they will confront a Peronist gov-
ernment.

For example, the week before the
election, the workers at the Citroen
auto plant here in Buenos Aires went
on strike because twelve union activ-
ists were fired. A sector of the activists
in the plant are Peronists; and some
of those who were fired are Peronists.
Now, they have talked with one of
our comrades about sending a del-
egation to see Campora [the president-
elect]. This proposal will be taken up
at the next assembly of the strikers.
It is an example of how important
sectors of the workers who voted for
FREJULI are already making de-
mands on the incoming government.

Yesterday, that is, the day after the
elections, the Citroen workers held a
meeting in which the union bureau-
crats proposed suspending the strike
while waiting for the Ministry of La-
bor to rule in favor of the workers.
At the same time, one of the top bu-
reaucrats of the national union at-
tacked our comrade, saying that the
voters had repudiated the PST and
its troublemakers in the plants by vot-
ing overwhelmingly for the Peronists,
as the union bureaucrats had told
them to do.

Our comrade answered by pointing
out that the situation that had caused
the strike had not changed and that
the union shouldn't have any confi-
dence in the government with respect
to solving the problems of the work-
ers.

One of the fired workers, a Peronist,
took the floor to say that he believed
the workers had won a victory in the
election, but that now things could
not be left as they were; they must
be changed completely. He accused
the bureaucrat of being as bad as
the Ministry of Labor. Instead of tell-
ing the workers to hold tough in their
strike as the only way to win, the
bureaucrat had told them to have con-
fidence in the government. The assem-
bly took a vote. It was against the
bureaucrats. And they decided over-
whelmingly to stay out on strike.

Our party will accompany the mass-
es as they go through this experience,
and we are in a much better position
to do this because of the gains we
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made during the election campaign.

Q. What did the PST actually gain
in its campaign?

A. First, we came out of it with a
national party that is now well known,
that has cadres and branches through-
out the country in the major centers
as well as many minor ones.

Second, we tightened our ties with
the workers through our campaign
activities. We now have more mem-
bers in all the major centers of anti-
bureaucratic struggles in the unions
to continue the work already begun,
such as the Chocén construction work-
ers' struggle in Neuquén, the SOMISA

Denies

o e

That It Supports Peronists

occupation, the SITRAC-SITRAM in
Cérdoba, among the bank workers,
at Chrysler, etc. Leaders of all these
struggles, and many more, were can-
didates of the Workers Front and So-
cialist Pole.

Third, we were able to increase the
circulation of our paper, Avanzada
Socialista, from 8,000 at the start of
the campaign to 25,000 on the eve
of the elections.

Fourth, we began the campaign last
year with ten local headquarters. Now
we have seventy.

Fifth, of those who applied for mem-
bership in the PST during the cam-
paign, we have accepted 1,500 as pro-
bationary members.

Q. What will happen now with the
Workers Front?

A. The perspective of the Workers
Front is to continue to participate in
the struggles of the workers and to
help give an impulse to the mobiliza-
tions of the working class. The Work-
ers Front began as an electoral op-
portunity for workers who wanted to
use the PST ballot status to run for
office. But it was more than that, since
these workers are leaders of the anti-
boss and antibureaucratic struggles.
Some workers who voted Peronist are
now joining the Workers Front as
an instrument in the class struggle.
We will encourage this. O

ERP Carries Out Guerrilla Action in Cordoba

As the electoral campaign in Argen-
tina neared its climax, the Ejército
Revolucionario del Pueblo (ERP—
Revolutionary Army of the People)
engaged in a guerrilla action Febru-
ary 18 that gained some publicity
in the Argentine press. The United
Press International carried the follow-
ing account on its wires:

"Forty leftist guerrillas invaded a
military headquarters in the interior
city of Cordoba Sunday, wounding
three soldiers and stealing a truck-
load of weapons and ammunition.

"The army command identified the
guerrillas as members of the People's
Revolutionary Army (ERP), a Trot-
skyite organization, and said they
were successful in stealing the weap-
ons and a truck, which was later de-
stroyed. There was no word on the
condition of the soldiers.

"Unofficial army sources said the
guerrillas held the post for three hours,
disarming 50 soldiers and painting
ERP slogans on the walls with spray
paint. A draftee who fled with the
invaders opened the gates to the 141st
Communications Battalion Camp for
the guerrillas, who were dressed in
army uniforms, the source said.

"They overcame guards one by one
until they were in control of the fa-
cility, which they held for three hours
before leaving at dawn with two cars
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and an army truck. The truck was
found in another section of the city,
completely burned.

"The army sources said 30 rifles
and 25 automatic pistols were miss-
ing, along with ammunition, uni-
forms, radio equipment and other sup-
plies.

"There was another attack at the
same time, apparently a diversion,
on an electrical installation in the
town, 440 miles northwest of Buenos
Aires.

"No injuries were reported in the
diversionary action.

"The guerrillas identified themselves
as members of the Trotskyite 'Peo-
ple's Revolutionary Army' (ERP) and
said the operation was at least partly
in revenge for the slayings Aug. 22
of 16 imprisoned suspected terrorists,
Guards said they were shot while try-
ing to escape.

"The ERP, which claimed responsi-
bility for the kidnapping and mur-
der of Italian industrialist Oberdan
Sallustro last year, as well as the
robbery of the National Development
Bank, is one of the most active of
the half-dozen armed guerrilla groups
in Argentina."

On March 8, three days before the
national elections, Héctor R. Garcia,
publisher of the Buenos Aires daily
Crénica, was kidnapped by a group

and held until he agreed to publish
a communiqué that they gave him.

Garcia acceded to the request. The
Crénica published the communiqué in
its fifth edition, and Garcia was re-
leased late that same night.

The group of kidnappers signed the
communiqué "Ejército Revolucionario
del Pueblo 22 de Agosto" (August 22
Revolutionary Army of the People).
This is the first time the name has
appeared in public. The communiqué
also carried the name "Comando
Eduardo Capello" (Eduardo Capello
unit). Capello was one of the sixteen
political prisoners massacred at the
Trelew prison last August 22.

The communiqué called on the pub-
lic to vote for the Frente Justicialista
de Liberaciéon (FREJULI— Liberation
Front for Social Justice), the Peronist
electoral front headed by the bour-
geois politician Héctor J. Campora.
[For text see "'ERP 22' Supports Pe-
ronists" on page 348.]

In Buenos Aires there was specula-
tion in the far left that the ERP had
suffered a split and that the commu-
niqué had been issued by the splitters.
Nothing has appeared in the press
up to now, however, that would either
confirm or disprove this. Moreover
there were other interpretations.

Campqra called a press conference
March 9. He told the reporters that
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the kidnapping of Garcia and the pub-
lication of the communiqué were part
of a government campaign intended
to smear the Peronist movement. He
said he was "not going to respond
to this provocation" and that it was
sufficient to indicate "the contradiction
between the publication of the ERP 22
de Agosto communiqué and the exis-
tence of Article 212 of the Penal Code,
which forbids the circulation of com-
muniqués from the guerrilla organi-
zations."

For its part, the Lanusse regime
initiated criminal proceedings against
Garcia and Crénica for publishing a
communiqué issued by a subversive
organization.

On top of this, it was reported that
Cronica received an anonymous tele-
phone call, presumably in behalf of
the ERP, insisting that the position
of the guerrilla organization was "not
to support any of the political slates
in tomorrow's elections."

In Rosario the ERP undertook a
still more dramatic gesture. The Bue-
nos Aires daily Clarin (March 10)

The First Phase of the French Elections

T e S

published the following account by
its correspondent:

"A presumed commando unit of the
'Ejército Revolucionario del Pueblo,’
— which seized a local factory to ha-
rangue the personnel—denied that it
was involved in the kidnapping of the
journalist Héctor Ricardo Garcia.

"In the early dawn yesterday, four
men and two young women, who iden-
tified themselves as belonging to the
so-called ERP, forced their way into
the installations of the metalworking
plant Longo Hnos. y Migliazzo, at
3266 February 3rd St., in the western
part of the city. There they harangued
the personnel, explaining the po-
sition of the extremist cell of not sup-
porting any political party.

"Referring to Héctor Ricardo Gar-
cia they denied that they had any-
thing to do with the case. Afterward,
they painted red slogans with aerosol
cans referring to the cell and left a
banner with a five-pointed star. They
cut the telephone wires and fled. The
authorities gave out no official in-
formation about the incident." a

General Tendencies in the First Round

By Pierre Frank

Only fifty-eight deputies were elected
in the March 4 first-round voting; 442
seats are still up for grabs in the
second-round election on March 11.
So only a few general tendencies can
be gleaned from the first-round results;
a full analysis of the whole election
must be deferred.

There were about 1.7 million more
voters this time than in 1968; the
percentage of those abstaining de-
clined somewhat (it was 18.75%, as
opposed to 20.04% in 1968 and
19.07% in 1967). There is not yet
any information on the composition
of the abstainers.

As had been predicted, the outgoing
majority suffered a rather serious set-
back, not only in comparison to 1968
(those were the elections held just after
May 1968, in which the Gaullists cap-
italized on the Communist and So-
cialist leaders' betrayal of the move-
ment), but also in comparison to the
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March 1967 elections (in which the
Gaullists won a parliamentary ma-
jority by only a few seats).

Despite the contribution made by
a section of the 1967 and 1968 "cen-
trists" — the Centre Démocratie et Pro-
grés group was merged into the ma-
jority coalition after Pompidou be-
came president of the republic— the
majority only got about 35Y% of the
vote. Nevertheless, the Gaullists
heaved a sigh of relief on the night
of the elections; they expected to do
worse.

The "reformers" (centrists of various
shades), who had hoped for a great
success, could not do any better than
about 129% of the vote, their usual
score. Their only interest in their vote
is that it will make them indispensable
on the second round for stopping the
Union of the Left from getting a ma-
jority in the new parliament; but they
also will engage in some slick ma-

neuvering (about whether to withdraw
in the second round) to make sure
that the number of seats they finally
win will also make them indispensable
to forming a majority in the new par-
liament.

What about the Union of the Left
and its component parts? The Com-
munist party won a few more votes
than it did in 1967, and more than
it did in 1968, but in percentage terms
(it got 21.34Y% ) it did no better than
in 1967. In fact, the CP has been
marking time for many years, and
has hardly profited from the country's
undeniable shift to the left. There is
even a certain tendency for it to lose
ground in the Paris area and in some
regions where it has been entrenched
for a long time.

The big winner in the first round
was the Socialist party, which came
close to the CP's percentage. It got
20.65%, in which must be counted
1.48% for the "Left Radicals,” who
ran with them.

From the electoral point of view
Mitterrand, who took over the leader-
ship of the SP after its heavy defeat
in the 1969 presidential election and
who set as his first task "rebalancing”
the left, that is, giving the SP the same
electoral strength as the CP, succeeded
in the first phase of his plan. When
Mitterrand signed the common pro-
gram [of the Union of the Left], he
suggested that this ‘'rebalancing"
would be accomplished by winning
back the Socialist votes that had little
by little shifted to the CP since the
end of the second world war and es-
pecially since de Gaulle took power.

In fact, he at best nibbled at a few
such votes here and there. In some
places, especially in the Paris area,
he picked up some wvotes from the
PSU [Parti Socialiste Unifié — United
Socialist party]. But most of the SP's
gains in areas like the east and west
of France were made above all at
the expense of the reformers and the
Gaullists.

Thus, in the electoral arena the shift
to the left worked to the SP's advan-
tage— it picked up support from lay-
ers that were formerly apolitical or
that followed the bourgeois candi-
dates; the CP made hardly any nu-
merical gains.

In general, the PSU lost ground —
on the right to the benefit of the SP
and also, in several cases, on the
left to the benefit of the candidates
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of Lutte Ouvriére and the Ligue Com-
muniste. It did not preserve its local
positions very well, except in Saint-
Brieuc, and that because of the PSU's
connections with the mayor of the city.
Rocard did better than the CP can-
didate because the SP did not run
in the district; on the second round,
the CP will step down for him.

As far as the far left is concerned,
its percentages, except in a few cases,
exceeded those gotten in the 1969 Kri-
vine campaign. They generally
ranged between 1.5% and 2.5%; in
a few cases the far-left vote was 3%,
and in one case it was even 5%.%*

In a general sense, the results ex-
ceeded our expectations, for we were

*After nearly six months of negotiations
with the Ligue Communiste and Lutte
Ouvriere over dividing up candidacies,
and after starting off by asking for 200
of the districts, the Lambertists of the

OCI-AJS [Organisation Communiste Inter-
nationalisie-Alliance des Jeunes pour le
Communist

Socialisme — Internationalist

Got Their

A

confronted with the voters' desire to
"make their votes count" not only to
make sure the Union of the Left would
win a majority, but also to make
sure that either the SP or CP candi-
date would come out on top in the

Organization-Alliance of Youth for Social-
ism| broke off all negotiations and pre
sented just twenty candidates of their own.
They ran above all to fight against the
Ligue Communiste and Lutte Quvriere,
putting up their candidates in districts
they had not requested, denouncing our
candidates as "crypto-Stalinists pushed by
the bourgeoisie," and calling for first-
round votes for the CP and SP candi-
dates, in addition to their own.

The OCI-AJS thus split from the far
left, but could not cut into the SP or CP
vote. Result: Everyplace the Lambertists
ran, even in cities where they claimed
to have hegemony, like Nantes, Clermont-
Ferrand, and Grenoble, their candidates
were outdistanced, sometimes very much
so, by the Ligue Communiste and Lutte
Ouvriere candidates. He who spits in the
wind gets his nose all wel.

-Class Areas

first round. The fact that the far-left
vote was spread throughout the whole
country proves that its now undeni-
able presence is not restricted to a
few large centers.

One other very important aspect of
this election must be mentioned. Every
time there was discussion at public
meetings, the questions that were
posed —especially by the youth,
whether voters or not— dealt with so-
cialist society, how to achieve it, how
to organize it, and how to run it
The high political level of the prob-
lems raised, the concerns of the youth,
and often the originality of their sug-
gestions were remarkable.

If ever the considerable cleavage be-
tween the parliamentary framework
of bourgeois democracy and the po-
liticization of wide layers of the la-
boring masses was demonstrated, it
was in these elections. We will see
this again on the second round.
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Revolutionary Candidates in French Elections

Stagnation for the Communist par-
ty, big gains for the Socialist party,
setbacks for the centrist PSU (Parti
Socialiste  Unifié — United Socialist
party), and an impressive showing
representing extensive and intensive
growth for the far left—these are the
trends revealed by the results of the
first-round legislative elections in
France.

Despite the noticeable shift to the
left in the country as a whole, the
Communist party was unable to make
any serious electoral gains. Its total
percentage of the vote did increase
slightly over its 1968 vote, but was
a bit less than its 1967 score.

But more important than the over-
all stagnation of the CP's vote was
the fact that in districts where it has
been strong in the past, it actually
lost ground. In the March 9 issue
of Rouge, weekly organ of the Ligue
Communiste (French section of the
Fourth International), Henri Weber
gave some details on the CP's vote.
In comparison to the 1968 elections,
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the CP candidate lost 4% in Cour-
bevoie, 2.3% in Garches, 2.5% in Meu-

don, 2% in Pantin, 3.2% in Alfort-
ville, 1% in Bonneuil, 1.3% in Ta-
verny, 0.8% in Argenteuil, 0.7% in

Marly-le-Roi, 3.7% and
1.8% in Mantes.

What is especially significant about
these unexpected declines is that they
represent losses in comparison to an
election that was itself disastrous for
the CP—the one held in 1968 just
after the Stalinist bureaucrats had de-
railed the revolutionary movement.

There were areas in which the CP
increased its percentage of the vote,
but the downward tendency predom-
inated.

"This stagnation," wrote Weber, "is
even more remarkable in that it con-
trasts with the stupendous efforts the
CP made during this campaign. The
reason seems clear: The reservations
the CP expressed about the Stalinist
system, its international policies, and
the regimes in the Eastern countries
were hardly convincing. On television,

in Vélizy,

Georges Marchais claimed that Po-
land, Hungary, and the Soviet Union
were ruled by a superior form of de-
mocracy. He opposed the Russian in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia, but saluted
the 'mormalization.’ He claimed to be
the champion of real democracy, but
upheld a completely rigged Twentieth
Congress [of the Communist party].
He declared himself in favor of de-
mocracy in the plants, but opposed
the democratic organization of strug-
gles, preferring the uncontrolled au-
thority of the union officials to dem-
ocratically elected strike committees.
In short, his actions belied his words
and gave credence to the bourgeois
campaign about 'Communist totalitar-
ianism.' Also, many workers who vote
for CP candidates or members in mu-
nicipal or professional elections refuse
to vote for the CP in legislative elec-
tions, especially when there is a chance
the CP might come to power.

"The CP leadership will not win the
confidence of these workers by put-
ting out all kinds of verbal 'guaran-
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tees' or by averring its good faith.
Only the daily practice of workers'
democracy and a radical critique of
Stalinism will be able to banish these
prejudices. But the CP leadership is
completely incapable of this. That's
why it does not manage to 'make
a breakthrough.' Its vote increases
when it's a question of checking a
bourgeois offensive (as in 1967); it
stagnates or slips when the CP de-
mands 'to run the government.'"

While the CP's vote stagnated, both
in general and specifically among the
working class, the SP made big gains.
A thorough breakdown of the compo-
sition of the SP's vote is not yet avail-
able, but there are indications that
the SP's advance among the working
class was considerable.

Weber reports that a poll conducted
in December 1972 by IFOP (Institut
Francais de 1'Opinion Publique)
showed that while 18% of the workers
voted in 1967 for the SP or its allies,
27% were planning to do so this time.
(The anticipated working-class vote
for the CP was rated at 34%.)

"The workers made up 35% of the
SP's vote (and 52% of the CP's),"
Weber wrote, "white-collar workers
and middle management made up
20%, unemployed 19%, upper man-
agement and professionals 9% (2%
of the CP's vote), industrial and com-
mercial owners 6%, and farmers 11%.
Fifty percent of those who were voting
for the SP for the first time said they
were practicing Catholies. . . ."

But while the Socialist party was
the big winner in the Union of the
Left shell game, the far left managed
to demonstrate its growing weight in
the French political scene. Weber ex-
plains that "the political conditions in
which the vote was held were very
unfavorable to a breakthrough by the
far left. As we explained several times
during February, the possibility of
a victory for the Union of the Left
impelled the workers to 'make their
votes count' on the first round, es-
pecially because in many districts the
outcome would depend on only a few
hundred votes and because many far-
left workers would want to help the
CP candidate finish ahead of the SP
candidate.

"In spite of these unfavorable con-
ditions, more than 300,000 workers
responded to the call of the Ligue
Communiste and Lutte Ouvriére: 'On
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the first round, demonstrate your op-
position to the regime, your defiance
of the Union of the Left, and your
determination to settle the question of
power by class-struggle methods!" The
average score of the revolutionary
candidates ranged around 2%, an ad-
vance over the Krivine campaign dur-
ing the 1969 presidential elections
(1%). But the average score is not
really representative. The Ligue can-
didates got 5.51% of the votes cast
in Sedan, 3.3% in Chelles, 3.39% in
Caen, 3.52Y% in the first district of
Strasbourg, 3.36% in the first dis-
trict of Poitiers, 3.28% in the second
in Tours, 2.8% in the second in Lyon,
2.6% in the second in Toulouse and
[also] in the first in Montpellier.

"The Lutte Ouvriére candidates got
4% of the vote in Chartres, 4.17%
in Issoudun, 3.6% in Rochefort, 2.92%
in Thionville, 3% in Douai and in
Hénin-Liétard, 4% in Thiers, 3.3%
in Meaux and in Montereau, 2.18%
in Orly."

In an article published in the March
9 issue of La Gauche, weekly organ
of the Ligue Révolutionnaire des Tra-
vailleurs (Revolutionary Workers
League— Belgian section of the
Fourth International), a leading mem-
ber of the Ligue Communiste, Alain
Krivine, offered some observations on
the relative size of the Ligue-Lutte Ou-
vriére vote and its significance:

"The Ligue ran 92 candidates and
got about 100,000 votes; Lutte Ou-
vriére ran 167 candidates and got
about 200,000. [The two organiza-
tions supported each other's candi-
dates and did not run against one
another.] On the average, Lutte Ou-
vriere's vote was slightly higher than
the Ligue's (on a national scale,
1.85% for the Ligue, 2.2% for Lutte
Ouvriére). Why is this?

"The two groups did not run ex-
actly identical campaigns; this has to
be taken into account. An electoral
activity and a revolutionary activity
deal with two completely different
areas. It is clear that the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people who cast
revolutionary votes voted either for
the Ligue or Lutte Ouvriére,

"The small difference, in our opinion,
is a result of two factors. First, the
Ligue refused — perhaps incorrectly —
to put the photographs and names of
the individual candidates on leaflets,
while the comrades of Lutte Quvriere
took a different view (without elec-

toralism in the full sense of the term)
of this point: They decided to play
the game all the way. Second, Lutte
Ouvriére was able to get television
time; the Ligue was denied it [see In-
tercontinental  Press, March 12,
p. 266]."

Krivine notes at least two respects
in which the far left's 1973 returns
differed from its 1969 vote. First, the
percentages this time ranged from
0.5% to 5.5%, depending on the par-
ticular district; in 1969, the vote tend-
ed to be more uniform.

"The second feature is that the rev-
olutionary candidates achieved their
best results in the working-class dis-
tricts. And if you analyze each dis-
trict precinet by precinct, there are
areas where you find the average of
about 2%, but you find percentages
like 4, 5, or 6 in the precincts in
the working-class neighborhoods. In
Sedan, for example, our comrade got
nearly 10% of the vote in the three
precincts in the working-class neigh-
borhoods.

"Why this score in Sedan? Mainly
because our candidate is a worker
there and got fairly good coverage
in the press. Also, the section of the
Ligue, while not very strong numer-
ically, includes mostly workers who
had been active in the three most re-
cent strikes, in support committees,
and so on. In this area the Ligue
has played an important role in these
strikes, in which its members were
involved."

The far-left vote, Krivine points out,
indicates a much larger revolutionary
current than the mere numerical score.
"If one includes the youth under twen-
ty-one, the immigrants, and those rev-
olutionists who do not vote, our in-
fluence on the electoral level is sig-
nificant. One last remark: Whether in
the case of Lutte Ouvriére or the Ligue,
the vote gotten did not at all corre-
spond to our respective positions of
strength in the districts, but much
more to the social composition of the
electorate. (In the North and in Pas-
de-Calais, the Lutte Ouvriére com-
rades got more than 2%, and infour
districts did better than the PSU; in
Chartres, for example, where Lutte
Ouvriére does not have a section, these
comrades got 4% of the vote.)"

Krivine describes the efforts made
by the Ligue during the campaign:
"In all, about 500 meetings were or-
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ganized: both big meetings and small
neighborhood gatherings of only four
or five people. Because of this, hun-
dreds of people who are not mem-
bers of the Ligue joined support com-
mittees; many of these people are
workers.

"At most of the meetings, the work-
ing-class participation was quite large,
often accounting for half the audience,
although the students were hardly
pushed aside except in the big meet-
ings. In general, these workers were
members of the CP or were trade-
union militants who came to see what
was going on; that is, they were types
who were going to vote for the Union
of the Left, because in this election
it was very hard to cast a revolu-
tionary vote, given the stakes in-
volved.

"A whole series of people that sup-
ported us in struggles told us the same
thing: It's a good thing the Ligue
is running —it's a guarantee — because
we are suspicious of the Union of the
Left; but the vote is so polarized that
we will vote Union of the Left. There
were thousands and thousands of peo-

Red Scare and Rigged In shtuhons Do the Trlck

i g

e

ple who told us that. Because of that,
we had expected to get a ridiculously
low score.

"In eleven cities, we had meetings
attended by more than 1,000 people.”

Weber's article in Rouge summed
up the significance of the first round
vote for the far left:

"Despite the continued grip electoral-
ism has on the French working class,
several hundred thousand youths and
workers decided to vote for revolu-
tionary candidates who did not have
the slightest chance of getting elected
in order to demonstrate to the leader-
ships of the workers' organizations
their rejection of reformism and their
will to struggle. There were hundreds
of thousands of others who, to make
their votes ‘effective,’ voted for the
SP or the CP in the first round, but
do not identify with the reformist lead-
erships and would support going be-
yond them.

"This workers' vanguard will not
let itself be tricked after March 11.
It will be in the forefront of popu-
lar struggles. With it, in unity, let's
prepare for the spring of 1973." O

Goulhsfs Squeak hrough on Second Round

"The opposition had the issues: Gaul-
list corruption and insensitivity to the
common man, a pervading sense of
alienation. But the Gaullists had the
bourgeois heart and conventional hab-
its of the French people. They also
had the particular institutional lega-
cies of Charles de Gaulle, including:
a two-round election which positively
begs for inter-round deals that blur
the people's choice; a constitution that
made it uncertain (and therefore fear-
ful) what would happen if a Gaullist
executive were paired with a non-Gaul-
list legislature; and a system of state-
run television which President Pompi-
dou flagrantly exploited to his own
partisan advantage on election eve."
(From an editorial entitled "A 'Euro-
pean Chile'? Non!" in the March 15
issue of the Washington Post.)

The "bourgeois heart" of the French
people was rather less in evidence in
the March 11 runoff elections than
the "particular institutional legacies of
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Charles de Gaulle." Although the gov-
ernment achieved a fair margin,
thanks, among other things, to a deal
with the conservative centrists, it still
emerged from the final voting in a
seriously weakened condition.

The government coalition won 275
seats, according to the March 14 Le
Monde, 29 more than the majority
needed to govern. The main Gaullist
party, the UDR (Union des Démo-
crates pour la République — Union of
Democrats for the Republic) lost its
absolute majority, falling from 273
seats to 189. Thus, the party of "le
grand général" became dependent on
its smaller partners, the Independent
Republicans of Valéry Giscard D'Es-
taing, who dropped from 61 to 54
seats; and the Centre D¢ nocratie et
Progreés (Middle-of-the-Roaders for De-
mocracy and Progress), which
dropped from 26 to 23 seats.

Giscard D'Estaing, in particular, is
said to be regarded as dangerously
independent by orthodox Gaullists.

Furthermore, although the "middle-of-
the-road" Reform party, which got
12.5 percent of the vote in the first
round, backed the Gaullists by and
large in the second (withdrawing their
candidates in 87 districts in return
for the same favor from the Gaul-
lists in 14), they still won 31 seats,

a gain of 16, thus increasing
the smaller government parties'
margin for maneuver in the new

Chamber of Deputies.

"With a broadened majority, a bloc
of Giscardien, Centrist, and Reform
party deputies about a hundred strong
will be able to counterbalance a routed
UDR ravaged by internal struggles,”
Henri Weber predicted in the March 9
issue of Rouge, the weekly paper of
the Ligue Communiste (Communist
League, the French section of the
Fourth International).

The Communist party gained 39
seats, climbing back to the total of
73 that it had before the De Gaulle
landslide in 1968. The biggest gainer
in the Union of the Left coalition was
the Socialist party, which gained 48
seats for a total of 101. But at that
level the "non-Communist left" was still
below the 116 seats it had in 1967.
The left Social Democratic PSU (Parti
Socialiste  Unifié — United Socialist
party) gained two seats for a total
of 3. The combined left bloc in par-
liament thus included 177 deputies as
of the March 14 report in Le Monde.

Between the first and second rounds,
the government worked hard to whip
up a red scare, with President Pom-
pidou going on state-run television
the day before the election to tell voters
that they faced a "simple choice be-
tween Marxist Communism" and free-

dom. In the context of the "Gaullist
institutions," there was no right of re-
ply.

Unfortunately, the ambiguities of the
Communist party leaders made it easi-
er for the government to fan the fears
of "totalitarianism" that seemed to ac-
count to some extent for the CP's me-
diocre performance in the first round.

But if the Gaullist red scare had
its effect, even authoritative voices in
the American capitalist press ex-
pressed concern over the basic insta-
bility and immobilism of a govern-
ment based on fear. In its editorial
March 15, the Washington Post wrote:

"Throughout the campaign, Gaul-
lists said the choice was between prog-
ress and national disaster. True, pol-
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iticians everywhere are prone to de-
fine their own candidacy in those
apocalyptic terms. At a point, how-
ever, the rhetoric becomes believed.
At that point, it becomes dangerous,
artificially inhibiting a 'free' choice
on the merits and tending to disin-
cline the winner from tending to the
legitimate cares of those who support-
ed the loser. The phenomenon is not
confined to France. This is not to
say the Gaullists are incapable of im-
proving the quality of their rule. It
is to say they have a heavy obliga-
tion to try."

Francois Mitterrand, the Socialist
party head, described some of the dan-

National Awami Party Now a Target

gers of a Gaullist victory more clearly:
"I cannot help noting that the situ-
ation created by the alliance between
the Reform party and the UDR has
upset us. In an opposition with a
strong popular vote and a dispro-
portionately weaker representation in
parliament, I am fearful for our coun-
try. Because in the face of the grave
social and economic situations we are
going to encounter, a minority lead-
ing the nation will not have any real
margin for political action. I find this
disturbing for our country. I hope
that it will manage. We will do every-
thing we can. But personally I wor-
ry." O

Bhutto Intensifies Witch-Hunt in Pakistan

Heavily armed Pakistani police, ac-
companied by television cameras, re-
porters, and an apparently unnerved
Iraqi ambassador, staged a raid Feb-
ruary 9 on the Iraqi embassy in Is-
lamabad. In the offices of the political
attaché and the embassy accountant,
and in two bathrooms, they found
crates labeled "special books —to be
opened by Political Attaché Naser Al-
saood only."

Prying open the crates, Bhutto's
raiders found 300 submachine guns,
forty incendiary hand grenades, hun-
dreds of carbine magazines, a VHF

radio transmitter, thousands of
rounds of ammunition, and other
equipment.

Ambassador Hikmat Suleman in-
sisted he was ignorant of the con-
tents of the crates. Political attaché
Alsaood, to whom the material had
been addressed, was not available for
comment, since he had left the country
a week earlier.

Although neither ultimate destination
of this arsenal nor its source has been
made public, Bhutto was quick to take
advantage of the incident to escalate
the witch-hunt against political oppo-
nents that he began last fall (see Infer-
continental Press, September 18, 1972,
p. 988). To the usual targets of
Bhutto's repressions — minority na-
tionalities and militant workers — were
added his most respectable bourgeois
critics, including top leaders of the
National Awami party (NAP), thebig-
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gest opponent of Bhutto's People's Pro-
gressive party (PPP).

Bhutto imposed direct rule on the
North West Frontier and Baluchistan,
the two provinces ruled by the NAP,
and sent troops to occupy the pro-
vincial capitals. He removed the pro-
vincial governors and replaced them
with his supporters.

Repression in Baluchistan has been
particularly severe. The general sec-
retary of the Baluchistan NAP, Ami-
rul Mulk Mengal, was jailed, along
with Manzoor Gichki, a journalist, and
others.

On March 2, a detachment of the
Civil Armed Forces entered the Mar-
ri tribal area in Baluchistan and seized
Sher Mohammed Marri, a reputed trib-
al leader who the government claims
is the head of a "guerrilla army" of
20,000 persons. However, the press
reported no armed resistance to his
capture. Nonetheless, Bhutto's propa-
gandists have attempted to link him
to an alleged uprising backed by the
NAP and East German advisers.

In Karachi, police seized Altaf Gou-
har, editor of Dawn, an English-lan-
guage newspaper that has criticized
Bhutto's attack on civil liberties.

Bhutto's allies in the provinces of
Punjab and Sind have also tried to
get in on the action, even if that ne-
cessitates contradicting their master's
preferred version of the "conspiracy.”
Mustafa Khar, governor of Punjab

ZULFIKAR ALl BHUTTO

and a close associate of Bhutto,
charged that the mysterious Iragiarms
cache was destined not for Baluch-
istan or North West Frontier, but for
Punjab, where they were to be used
in a NAP-organized plot to set off
sectarian rioting between the Sunni
and Shia Muslims.

A member of Sind's provincial cabi-
net accused the governor of plotting
violence in the province. As proof,
he alleged that the governor's nephew
was training for guerrilla warfare in
the hills of Baluchistan, which, to be-
lieve the witch-hunters, are teeming
with armed malcontents of every
imaginable variety. The governor re-
signed in protest, accusing Bhutto's
regime of instigating language riots
and brutally murdering strikers in
Karachi last October 18.

So far the bourgeois NAP, which
has supported many of Bhutto's re-
pressive moves in the past, has not
been able to mount an effective coun-
terthrust to the new stage of the crack-
down. Wali Khan, the head of the
NAP, attempted to score some points
with Pakistani chauvinists bycharging
Mohammed Akbar Khan Bugti, re-
cently appointed by Bhutto as gov-
ernor of Baluchistan, with being "soft"
on Bangladesh: "Isn't Bugti the only
politician in West Pakistan who has
supported Sheikh Mujib's six points?
Didn't he meet Mujib in London?" O
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PRG Charges Thousands of Violations by Thieu

Nixon Threatens to Resume Bombing

At an unscheduled news conference
held March 15 Nixon threatened to
resume bombing North Vietnam if
Hanoi "violates" the Paris cease-fire
accords by sending equipment to be
used by their forces in South Vietnam.

The threat came in the form of an
answer to a reporter's question on
alleged infiltration, about which U.S,
officials had been whining for several
days. "I can only suggest this," said
Nixon. "That we have informed the
North Vietnamese of our concern
about this infiltration and what we
believe it to be, a violation of the
cease-fire and the peace agreement.
Our concern has also been expressed
to other interested parties and I would
only suggest that, based on my ac-
tions over the past four years, that
the North Vietnamese should not light-
ly disregard such expressions of con-
cern, when they are made, with re-
gard to a violation. That is all I
will say about it."

The "other interested parties," of
course, are the bureaucrats in Peking
and Moscow, who are presumably
aware that Nixon's "actions over the
past four years” are synonymous with
chemical warfare, B-52 carpet bomb-
ing, and laying mines in civilian wa-
terways. There was no response from
either capital to Nixon's threat as of
four days after it was issued. Xuan
Thuy, chief North Vietnamese nego-
tiator during the formal Paris talks,
seemed unimpressed. "History has
shown that threats do not lead very
far," he told reporters March 16.

The details on the supposed North
Vietnamese infiltration have been
somewhat contradictory. On March 16
unnamed "administration analysts"
claimed that Hanoi had sent 300
tanks into South Vietnam "in recent
months." "Intelligence analysts" said
that the tank shipments began last
October, when the North Viethamese
"started a major movement of supply
trucks, armor, field and antiaircraft
artillery, and manpower toward South
Vietnam."

U.S. officials claimed that the flow
is at least as large as it was a year
ago, just before the Hanoi-NLF
spring offensive. "At the height of last
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vear's offensive against Anloc [north-
west of Saigon)," one analyst claimed,
“"the Communists had only about 25
tanks in that area. And they had only
captured artillery; now they have
long-range 130-mm. artillery that will
outrange anything the South Vietnam-
ese have in that area.” The 130-mm.
artillery have a range of seventeen
miles and have not been used by the
liberation forces in the past.

Saigon officers added their own
claims to those made by U. S. agents.
They said the liberation forces had
moved SA-7 heat-seeking missiles and
AT-3 guided missiles into Tayninh
province northwest of Saigon. Le Van
Tu, one of Thieu's generals, was
quoted by the March 17 New York
Times as saying that as many as
100 Soviet-built T-54 tanks had been
moved into Tayninh by the libera-
tion forces.

Intelligence officials in Saigon (an
apparent contradiction in terms) said
that the liberation forces now have
a full battalion of twelve 130-mm.
guns in Tayninh, and that "a num-
ber" of radar-guided, twin 57-mm.
antiaircraft guns had been mounted
on T-54 tanks.

The U, S. officials rounded out their
story with the claim that captured Ha-
noi troop directives suggested that an
offensive was being planned for the
summer or fall of 1973, after the
American troops are gone.

While Nixon was using the alleged
North Vietnamese infiltration of equip-
ment as an opportunity to rafttle his
B-52s, other information from U.S.
sources suggested that the North Viet-
namese were merely defending them-
selves and were not planning any of-
fensive. The liberation forces' front-
line battalions, intelligence officials re-
vealed, now range from 20 to 50 per-
cent of authorized strength." They usu-
ally don't consider going into major
combat with less than 65 per cent
of authorized strength,” the March 18
New York Times quoted an "official”
as saying.

The estimate of the liberation forces'
combat strength is based on the so-

called infiltration rate. During the cur-
rent dry season, U.S. agents say, Ha-
noi has sent about 68,000 men into
the South; this compares with 91,000
during the last year's dry season.

One U.S. official even admitted that
Hanoi's equipment movements to the
South were justifiable: "The [Saigon]
Government has been doing this right
along. There's no reason to expect
that the Communists won't do the
same thing when they have a chance."

Another American noted that from
October to December 1972 dozens of
C-5 jet transports landed in Saigon
loaded with thousands of tons of
equipment for the Thieu regime. "It's
very similar," he said. "It's just that
we have C-5's and they don't."

There are, however, points of dis-
similarity, such as the fact that the
United States is supplying weapons
to Thieu in violation of the Paris ac-
cords and the liberation forces are
simply trying to prepare to defend
themselves.

On March 16, Lt. Gen. Tran Van
Tra, the PRG's chief delegate to the
Joint Military Commission, charged
that the Opposition Socialist party in
Japan had revealed that U.S. mili-
tary shipments were made from Ja-
pan to Danang on March 9 and 10
and that 9,000 tons of equipment was
slated to go the same route on March
17 and 18.

The next day, at the first news con-
ference he has been allowed to hold
since arriving in Saigon, Tra charged
that since the cease-fire, Saigon had
committed 46,188 violations of the
accords. He said the Americans were
shipping "great amounts" of munitions
to Thieu in violation of the cease-fire.
He also said that there were "no
grounds whatsoever” for the U.S.
charge that Hanoi had shipped 300
tanks to the South.

It is to be hoped that the Hanoi
leaders are in fact resupplying their
forces, because it seems clear that the
U.S. charges are merely a device to
set the stage for new aggression. The
March 18 New York Times quoted
one American official who expressed
what may well become the official
U. S. version if Thieu launches a mas-
sive attack on the liberation forces:
"The South Vietnamese are damn ner-
vous about all this stuff [the North
Vietnamese equipment] sitting right in
front of them. They could get the idea
that the VC were moving in on them
and call in the bombs and artillery." O
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Attempt to Kill Two Birds With One Stone?

Confusion Surrounds Dominican ‘Invasion’

By David Thorstad

"What has characterized the last few
days has been the enormous prolif-
eration of rumors and interpretations
going around,” observed the Domin-
ican weekly Ahora! March 5. "And
among this multitude of versions, the
one that has gained the most ground
agrees in one respect with the one
we have just presented: namely that
Caamano did not die the way the
official version of the armed forces
indicates, that he did not die in com-
bat but was killed after being cap-
tured."

In the month and a half since the
alleged invasion of the Dominican Re-
public at the beginning of February
by a handful of guerrillas allegedly
led by former Colonel Francisco Al-
berto Caamano Dend, allegedly
backed by Cuba, and allegedly in
cahoots with former President Juan
Bosch (see [Intercontinental Press,
March 5, p. 235), the number of dis-
crepancies, contradictions, and unsub-
stantiated allegations surrounding the
affair has mushroomed on such a
scale as to transform the Caribbean
island into a rumormonger's para-
dise.

Presumably President Joaquin Ba-
laguer is quite content to let the con-
fusion persist, because he has done
nothing to clear it up. Many people
had expected him to back up his
charges of Cuban and PRD (Partido
Revolucionario Dominicano — Domin-
ican Revolutionary party, the main
opposition party, headed by Bosch)
involvement during his speech to the
National Assembly on February 27.
He didn't.

After a month and a half, it is not
even certain that Caamano was one
of the three dead men identified as
guerrillas on February 16, nor that
an invasion took place.

The only thing that is certain in
all the confusion is that Balaguer has
taken full advantage of the opportu-
nity to deal a blow to the main po-
litical opposition he would face should
he decide to run in the elections sched-
uled for May 1974. With the top lead-
ership of the PRD underground, its
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headquarters periodically raided, and
many of its members under arrest,
Balaguer appears to have succeeded
thus far in turning the "invasion" to
his own advantage.

The three alleged guerrillas whose
bodies were photographed by two
journalists February 16 were identi-
fied as Caamano, Eberto Lalane José
and Wellington Ascanio Peterson Pie-
tersz. Peterson Pietersz subsequently
turned up in Havana quite alive and
well, whereupon "his" body was iden-
tified anew as that of Alfredo Pérez
Vargas.

"The number of journalists author-
ized to see them [the bodies] was dras-
tically limited," wrote Ahora/ "and ev-
erything seems to indicate that the
photos had to be taken from a dis-
tance, with a telephoto lens." Such a
restriction would, of course, have con-
siderably lessened the ability to inspect
the bodies —including tactile investi-
gation— giving rise to speculation that
they may have been frozen or em-
balmed.

"The wounds that could be seen in
Caamafo's body were not bleeding,"
Ahora! noted, "in spite of the fact that
the first photos (published in E! Na-
cional) were taken the same afternoon
they died —less than two hours later.
It is illogical to think that in the midst
of all the tensions that accompany
a battle and that do not go away
when it is over —even less so when
the remaining guerrillas are continu-
ing to be pursued nearby (as the of-
ficial version added)— that time would
be taken to wash the bodies of those
who had fallen."

The bodies were buried in a secret
grave in the mountains on February
17. No journalists were allowed to
observe the burial.

From the beginning, there was some
question as to whether the three had
been killed together, as the govern-
ment claimed. With the passage of
time, this question, like many others,
has become murkier. The Santo Do-
mingo daily Uliima Hora reported
March 1 that a military source had

"privately” informed it that "about
noon" on February 13 "two cadavers
were taken out of the morgue cooler
in the hospital on the San Isidro base
and discreetly taken to the site where
helicopters are parked.

"The cadavers, the source said, had
been in the morgue since February
7, when they were brought in—from
the guerrilla zone, it is thought—in
an air ambulance." There are those
who wonder if these two bodies be-
longed to the "guerrillas" whom the
government claims died with Caama-
no on February 16.

Another element that has inspired
incredulity among many is the gov-
ernment's assertion that Heberto La-
lane José was operating as a guer-
rilla in the mountains. The physical
prowess this would have required in
his case would appear nearly super-
human—he had no left hand and was
blind in his left eye. "It could be as-
sumed that a person in this condi-
tion would be prevented from doing
everything a guerrilla can be expected
to have to do," Ahora!observed. "For
example, climbing mountains by
struggling along craggy rocks, or
dangerously descending into deep ra-
vines by holding onto stones —and
doing all this not at one's leisure but
rapidly, in order to escape a life-and-
death pursuit. In terms of the mo-
bility that a guerrilla movement by its
very nature has to be able to count
on, a fighter in his condition would
represent too heavy and inconvenient
a burden, and as such he would in-
crease the risks of succumbing to gov-
ernmental persecution.

"For this reason, some credence is
being given to the version according
to which Lalane José was taken pris-
oner some time ago in Las Améri-
cas airport during an attempt to en-
ter the country with false papers. It
has been confirmed that such an in-
cident happened at the end of last
December."

Following the announcement of the
alleged guerrilla landing, Balaguer
said that at least one guerrilla had
been sent to the city. Bosch warned
on February 28 that any such emis-
sary should be considered a govern-
ment agent. On March 1, a man iden-
tifying himself as a member of the
guerrilla band turned up in the offices
of Ultima Hora and granted an ex-
tensive interview before disappearing.

The guerrilla, who identified him-
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self as Toribio Pena Jaquez, provided
an account of the affair that confirmed
the government's version on several
points: He insisted there was an in-
vasion (although he said it occurred
on February 1, not on February 3
or 4, the two dates the authorities
have used); he said that the insur-
gents arrived in the yacht Black Jak
that was found abandoned on the
southern coast, and that the guerrillas
disembarked on Caracoles beach, in
spite of the fact that it is closely
watched by the navy; and he con-
firmed that Caamano headed the ex-
peditionary force and that Pérez Var-
gas and Lalane José were part of it.

On one key question, however, Pena
Jaquez's account differed sharply with
the government's: He insisted that nei-
ther Caamano nor Lalane José was
dead. The bodies identified as theirs
had been doctored up to resemble
them, he said.

The guerrilla described various
physical inconsistencies between Caa-
mano and the cadaver to prove his
charges: Caamano had a tuft of hair
on top of his balding head, whereas
the cadaver was quite bald; Caama-
no had a scar on his stomach from
a previous operation that does not
jibe with the one on the cadaver; Caa-
mano's clothes were not the same;
alongside the body was a helmet, but
the guerrillas wore olive-green caps.
The body's feet, moreover, were not
the feet of a guerrilla, who would
have been wearing boots. "I tell you,
this cadaver is a trick,” he said. "I
want the people to know that a guer-
rilla cannot have the feet of an of-
fice worker."

A similar list of discrepancies was
offered in the case of the body at-
tributed to Lalane José.

Pena Jaquez provided a number of
details on the internal organization
of the guerrillas, who he said are
operating in two focos. He disputed
the government's contention that the
guerrillas number only eight to ten,
but would not say how many there
were.

He was unable to explain one par-
ticularly puzzling detail: why the boat
on which the guerrillas allegedly ar-
rived was not blown up after they
disembarked. Balaguer claims evi-
dence was found on board linking
the group to Bosch. The guerrilla said
that as a simple "combatant, a mil-
itary cadre of the organization,” he
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could not explain the reason for such
a decision, which was made at a "top
level."

To some it has seemed strange that
the guerrillas led by a popular fig-
ure like Caamano should apparently
attempt to initiate a struggle without
previously establishing a political net-
work inside the country. While Pena
Jaquez stated that the guerrillas do
have an organization called the Co-
mandos de la Resistencia (Comman-
dos of the Resistance), he indicated
that they had anticipated that the very
presence of Caamano would serve to
mobilize the masses against the re-
gime and to establish a foco that
would continue to increase in size.
"We have come with the conviction
that we are heading directly toward
victory. We have confidence in our
people. They have been kept in a
state of confusion up to now, but they
have also shown that they have great
courage."

The PRD appears to have been com-
pletely caught off guard by the whole
incident. While it did put out a leaf-
let denying any link to the guerrillas,
its response to the repression has by
and large been rather weak and in-
effectual, both nationally and inter-

nationally.
On March 12, according to a United
Press International dispatch in the

March 14 issue of the New York Span-
ish-language daily E! Diario-La Pren-
sa, Bosch came out of hiding for the
first time since the beginning of March
and held a news conference in the
PRD's national office. He made a "fer-
vent appeal to the opposition parties
to unite behind an active plan of strug-
gle against the government of Pres-
ident Joaquin Balaguer." Although the
news conference ftook place without

incident, Balaguer's press secretary
later said it ‘"clearly shows his
[Bosch's] obstinate determination to

create a national state of unrest." Ra-
dio and television stations were pro-
hibited from reporting Bosch's state-
ments.

One side effect of the alleged guer-
rilla invasion is the differences it ap-
pears to have prompted within the
top leadership of the PRD. On Feb-
ruary 16, for instance, just hours be-
fore the government announced that
the three guerrillas had been killed,
the PRD's secretary general, José
Francisco Pena Gomez, wrote a pub-
lic letter to Balaguer in which he in-
dicated his belief that there was an
invasion and that Caamano was
heading it. He reportedly accused Ba-
laguer of forcing Caamano to launch
a guerrilla effort and charged that
Caamano had been betrayed by the
Dominican far left.

Other leaders of the PRD apparently
felt that this compromised the party,
which has claimed no knowledge of
any invasion. Bosch rebuked Pena
Gomez in a public letter February 26,
which noted that "the beloved com-
panero secretary general of our party
did not share the doubts about the
Caracoles invasion that the other
members of the PRD's permanent com-
mission held and continue to hold."

Meanwhile, Balaguer seems deter-
mined to press on with his goal of
eliminating in one blow the two fig-
ures who at the moment could con-
ceivably pose the greatest potential
threat to his political future — Caama-
ino and Bosch. a

Bad For Image

In response to angry protests from civil
rights organizations, Cleveland's Mayor
Ralph Perk has instructed the cops to re
move the racist graffiti they have been
painting on police station walls. In ad-
dition, he told the lawmen to stop wear-
ing swastikas on their uniforms while on
duty.
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Arafat Appeals to Sadat for Help
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Nimeiry Launches Witch-Hunt Against Palestinians

By Jon Rothschild

"We will support the Palestinian lib-
eration movement to the last man and
to the last cartridge," Sudanese Pres-
ident Gaafar el-Nimeiry said last year.

"Not only September will be black.
This government can make every sin-
gle day of the year a black one," he
said in a March 6 radio-television
speech during which he declared all
Palestinian organizations in the Su-
dan illegal.

One could jump to the conclusion
that Nimeiry had changed his mind
about the Palestinian struggle between
1972 and 1973. He himself implied
as much by claiming that the recent
Black September Khartoum operation
was the reason for his anti-Palestin-
ian diatribe. But this conclusion would
be at best imprecise. In reality, Ni-
meiry was simply engaging in the
usual "progressive Arab leader" dem-
agogy in 1972, In 1973 he was speak-
ing honestly.

Nevertheless, something has
changed. The Nimeiry of 1972 felt
compelled to verbally support the Pal-
estinian movement; the Nimeiry of
1973 feels strong enough not only
to jettison all pretense of being an
ally of the Palestinians, but to actively
take the offensive against the Pales-
tinian organizations. Nimeiry's witch-
hunt and the reactions to it from other
Arab governments and from the lead-
ership of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO) indicate some-
thing about the political conjuncture
in the Arab East. For the Arab work-
ers and peasants, and most of all
for the Palestinians, the indications
are not good.

Nimeiry's first step in initiating sup-
pression of the Palestinian organiza-
tions was to try to link Fateh, the
group that dominates the PLO, to
Black September's Khartoum opera-
tion. The opening gambit came from
the influential Sudanese newspaper el-
Sahafa, which claimed that Black Sep-
tember's seizure of the Saudi Arabian
embassy was masterminded by the
local Fateh office. Abu Selim, a Pal-
estinian who broadcasts on Radio
Omdurman (Omdurman is adjacent
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to Khartoum, just north of the con-
fluence of the White and Blue Niles),
was specifically named. El-Sahafa fur-
ther alleged that a Fateh member iden-
tified only as Karim was also in-
volved. The newspaper added that six
other fedayeen active in the operation
had flown into the Sudan aboard a
Libyan aircraft on March 1.

With the rumors thus flying, Nimei-
ry delivered his March 6 speech. He
repeated el-Sahafa’s story about Abu
Selim, but went further. He accused
Fawaz Yassin, head of the Fateh of-
fice, of being the real brains behind
the Khartoum operation and charged
that Libya was providing sanctuary
to Yassin, who had flown to Tripoli
from Khartoum on the day the Saudi
embassy was seized. Nimeiry asked
Libya to extradite Yassin to the Su-
dan.

He even demanded that Yassir Ara-
fat, the head of both Fateh and the
PLO, condemn the Black September
attack on the embassy and also that
Arafat ask Libyan strong man Mu-
ammar el-Qaddafi to return Yassin
to Khartoum.

Nimeiry continued by accusing Fa-
teh's Sudan office of engaging in sub-
versive activities in the Sudan—an
absolutely preposterous charge—and
even of trying to subvert the Ethi-
opian regime, a reference to Fateh's
alleged support to the Eritrean Lib-
eration Front.

He further attacked the "progressive"
Arab regimes (meaning Egypt, Libya,
and Syria) whose diplomats, he
claimed, had been in contact with fe-
dayeen in Khartoum.

He concluded with the declaration
of a ban on all Palestinian groups
and with the "year-round blackness"
threat to Black September.

There were soon signs that Nimeiry
was quite serious. The Palestinian
news agency Wafa reported that Abd-
el Latif Abu Hajli, director of the
PLO branch in the Sudan, had been
arrested March 9, along with his en-
tire family, as he was trying to leave
the Sudan.

On March 13 Nimeiry organized

an anti-Palestinian demonstration in
Khartoum, one of the first such ac-
tions in the Arab world in years. A
crowd that the government radio
claimed included several thousand
persons marched through the center
of Khartoum, chanting "Vengeance!"
"Execute the fedayeen!" and "Arafat
is a traitor!" The government radio
gave on-the-spot coverage to the rally,
at which Minister of the Interior Gen-
eral Mohammed el-Baghir claimed
that one of the local Fateh members
had confessed his role in the Black
September operation and had impli-
cated others.

The demonstration may have been
far smaller than Nimeiry claimed.
United Press International rated it as
several hundred, not several thou-
sand. Nevertheless, Nimeiry made his
point. There was no counterdemon-
stration, and no Sudanese group has
come to the active defense of the fe-
dayeen.

With the propaganda ground bro-
ken, Nimeiry moved on to his next
step. On March 12, an indictment was
brought against the fedayeen who sur-
rendered to Sudanese troops on March
4. There were four counts: premedi-
tated murder, which carries the death
penalty in the Sudan; aggression
against a foreign diplomatic mission;
"intimidation”; and "illegal detention
for the purpose of blackmail, and in-
citement to illegal acts."

Nimeiry's rush to do the bidding
of U.S. Secretary of State William
Rogers, who had asked that the com-
mandos be executed, is not difficult
to explain. Since he physically de-
stroyed the Sudanese Communist par-
ty in 1971 he has increasingly opened
the country to Western capital, and
especially to the United States. Ac-
cording to the West German weekly
Der Spiegel, the United States is pump-
ing about $1 million a month into
the Sudan; Great Britain and West
Germany are also investing extensive-
ly. Last year Nimeiry reestablished
diplomatic relations with Washington;
they had been broken in the after-
math of the June 1967 war.
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In 1972 Nimeiry reached a settle-
ment with the Black population of
the southern Sudan, who had been
waging a decade-long war against the
oppressive central regime. Part of the
deal was that Haile Selassie would
stop aiding the Black rebels in ex-
change for Nimeiry's denying sup-
port to the Eritrean movement in Ethi-
opia. Hence Nimeiry's charge that the
Eritrean fighters and their Palestinian
supporters were "interfering" in the af-
fairs of the Sudan.

But Nimeiry's government was not
the only one to threaten measures
against the Palestinians. There were
rumors that King Faisal had decided
to "review the status” of the thousands
of Palestinians living in Saudi Arabia.
The rumors were later denied, but
were most likely deliberately floated
by Faisal as a trial balloon.

And in Jordan, King Hussein seized
upon the Khartoum operation as an
opportunity to demonstrate his good-
will to both Washington and Tel Aviv.
On March 4 he confirmed the death
penalty against Abu Daoud and six-
teen others, all fedayeen who had been
accused of entering Jordan in Feb-
ruary to carry out commando attacks
against Husseini officials.

It is unlikely that most of the anti-
Palestinian measures instituted by var-
ious Arab governments will be fully
carried out. The anti-Zionist mood
of the Arab masses is such that most
Arab governments must take care not
to appear as conscious agents of the
Zionist state. Much more likely is a
division of labor between the "reac-
tionary" and "progressive" Arab states,
the latter "intervening" to protect the
Palestinian movement from the for-
mer, and in the process bringing the
commando movement—or rather the
commando apparatus—under state
control.

This process has already begun—
ironically with the participation of the
PLO leadership.

On March 4 Arafat addressed a mes-
sage to the heads of Arab states ask-
ing them to intercede with Hussein
to spare Abu Daoud's life. He noted
that the king's decision to execute the
fedayeen closely followed Hussein's
visit to the United States. He failed
to mention that Anwar el-Sadat's chief
adviser, Hafez Ismail, had made a
visit to Washington within weeks of
Hussein's.

After Nimeiry's banning of Pales-
tinian organizations, Arafat sent out
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ARAFAT: Wants Sadat to take the field
against reactionary "conspiracy."

another message warning that there
were "conspiracies” afoot to "liquidate"
the Palestinian movement. He ap-
pealed for someone to take the lead
in opposing them. The message was
sent to Anwar el-Sadat, who is now
conducting a major purge in Egypt,
is holding an undisclosed number of
students in prison without bringing
them to trial, and is engaging in a
vicious repression of a student move-
ment that was propelled into action
partly because of Sadat's arrest of
four Palestinian students on charges
that they had committed "subversive"
acts in Egypt.

Sadat, of course, was eager enough
to present himself as the defender of
the embattled Palestinian patriots. The
semiofficial Cairo daily el-Ahram re-
ported March 9 that Egypt, Libya,
and Syria were in contact with one
another in order to "adopt all mea-
sures necessary to guarantee the con-
tinuity of the Palestinian resistance
and to protect it against any threat
of liquidation."

Syrian Minister of State Ali Hashim
declared that the Khartoum opera-
tion, which was "inopportune," dem-
onstrated that the Palestinian move-
ment and the Arab states need to co-
ordinate their actions.

By the middle of March it appeared
that the "progressive" Arab regimes
had attained their objective. Hussein

"commuted” Abu Daoud's sentence,
which many observers had expected
him to do anyway. He will still keep
the fedayeen in prison. And Nimeiry
had dropped his claim that the top
levels of the PLO leadership had been
responsible for the Khartoum opera-
tion. But he still held the local Fateh
leadership at fault; the Fateh office
remained closed. His concession was
that the PLO would be allowed to
keep a Sudanese office open. There
was no indication that he had changed
his mind about trying the fedayeen
as common criminals.

Arafat's appeal to the "progressive”
Arab states to defend the Palestinian
movement and Black September's ter-
rorist operations against reactionary
Arab regimes are complementary re-
sponses to the political crisis racking
the whole Palestinian movement.
From the disastrous defeat suffered
in the Jordan civil war, both the PLO
central leadership and Black Septem-
ber have learned that the entire Arab
nation is not willing to enter struggle
against the Zionist state.

Black September has responded by
devoting itself to small-scale armed
actions against the individual leaders
of the "reactionary" states. The assas-
sination of Jordanian Premier Wasfi
Tal, Black September's first action,
is a case in point.

The Arafat leadership, aware of the
adverse publicity surrounding terror-
ist activity, has sought to oppose the
"reactionary" elements of the Arab
world by appealing to the "progres-
sive" elements.

The apparent overlap of the Fateh
and Black September membership is
explainable by the fact that the switch
from one perspective to the other can
occur rather easily, depending on the
conjunctural situation. In the long
run, however, the Arafat perspective
will outdistance the Black September
view.

The Palestinian movement today
consists mostly of an apparatus with-
out an organized base. The appara-
tus is controlled by petty-bourgeois
bureaucrats who can be firmly inte-
grated into the framework of the Arab
states. As this process occurs, the PL.O
leaders will be compelled to bring the
Black September-type commandos un-
der control; the Arab governments will
not tolerate any armed action except
by their own regular armies.

The only force that can prevent this
development is the revolutionary
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movement in the whole Arab East,
of which the Palestinian movement
must be an integral part. As long
as the Palestinian leadership holds to
the view that the "internal” affairs of
the Arab states are none of its con-
cern, as long as it restricts its pro-
gram to the alteration of political
forms in Palestine alone, instead of

extending it to the social transforma-
tion of the entire region through so-
cialist revolution, it will necessarily
be isolated from the masses of the
Arab East. And as long as it is iso-
lated from the masses of the region,
it will remain trapped in the narrow
perspective of wheeling and dealing
with the Arab regimes. a

Greek Students Continue to Challenge Junta

"When a populace more concerned
with soccer than with politics shouts
'‘Shame on the Police!'; when the mod-
erates are becoming radicalized; when
street demonstrations — practically un-
heard-of since the coup d'etat— are
becoming normal; when the indigna-
tion that the use of torture had
aroused in individual hearts is finally
denounced on public squares, how can
one not believe that the Athens regime
has just been dealt a heavy blow?"
wrote Paul-Jean Franceschini in the
March 7 issue of Le Monde.

Other signs of support for the stu-
dents, who began their wave of pro-
tests in January, in Athens and Sa-
lonika, are the fact that during po-
lice assaults on demonstrators, taxi
drivers have taken on students free
in order to help them escape, and
quite a few merchants have given them
shelter in their shops. "This is impor-
tant,” one student told Franceschini.
"Our main objective from now on will
be to maintain this solidarity, which
is a harbinger of a mass opposition
to the regime."

Reports indicate that a majority of
Greece's 80,000 students have been
involved in the recent wave of strikes
and demonstrations. The protests re-
flect both a growing impatience and
frustration after nearly six years of
the military junta and an increasing
feeling that it can be stood up to.
"We have the feeling that this Gov-
ernment can't last too long now, that
it can't keep it up,” one student told
New York Times correspondent Al-
vin Shuster February 27. "We are not
saying its days are numbered, but
maybe its months are."

The students' demands include re-
lease of the more than 100 students
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who have been drafted as punishment
for participating in the protests, re-
peal of the special decree that with-
drew their draft deferments, under-
graduate participation in drafting a
new law on higher education, new and
democratic elections for student
boards, removal of government com-
missioners (all ex-generals) from the
schools, and removal of police inform-
ers and suspected members of the fas-
cist youth organization "EKOS" from
the campus.

One of the most sharply felt griev-
ances is the handling of last Novem-
ber's student elections. They were or-
ganized by students appointed by the
government and were rigged. Pro-jun-
ta candidates won almost every con-
test.

A bitter Athens student described the
results in his school to Shuster: "At
the Polytechnic, we managed to have
three elections in two of the schools—
topography and chemical engineering.
We insisted on elected people watching
over the voting. The result was that
all the pro-Government people lost.

"Now what's happened to our lead-
ers? Of 15 of the elected representa-
tives in civil engineering, more than
half had their deferments lifted last
week and are now in the army."

On February 23, the 2,000 students
who had occupied the Athens law
school for thirty hours agreed to a
ten-day truce, but vowed to continue
their protests if the regime did not
repeal the draft decree. On March 2,
Premier George Papadopoulos warned
that he would crush the student pro-
tests. "The revolution is determined
to secure tranquillity and public order
at the cost of any sacrifice,”" he said.
"I and my collaborators leave no mar-

gins for experiments. We shall crush
any force that emerges to disturb pub-
lic order and upset social tranquillity."

As the truce ended March 6, stu-
dents began arriving at the law school
for a protest meeting. They were met
by sealed doors and a notice that
the university would be closed for a
week "because of carnival." Greek uni-
versities have never before closed for
the carnival season, reported the New
York Times March 7.

The ban on meetings provoked fur-
ther demonstrations. Several hundred
students gathered on Constitution
Square, shouting slogans and block-
ing traffic. Thirty-seven were reported-
ly arrested.

As part of its campaign to "crush"
the student protests, the junta has also

PAPADOPQULOS: Vows to"crush" student
protest against the dictatorship.

cracked down on the press. On Feb-
ruary 22, it "advised" the press not
to cover the protests. Newspapers that
had been full of pictures and stories
suddenly began hardly using the word
"student” at all.

The chief government spokesman,
Byron Stamatopoulos, was asked why
the newspapers were now ignoring the
students. "The Greek newspapers are
free to write, in accordance with their
opinion, what they like," came the re-
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ply. "What is forbidden is to write
false reports.”

About 100 reporters are circulating
a petition calling on the Athens Union
of Journalists to save their profession-
al reputations by explaining to read-
ers why all news of the students has
suddenly vanished.

One effect of this crackdown, Shu-
ster reported from Athens February
28, is that George Athanassiadis, pub-
lisher of the right-wing newspaper
Vradyni, is now "reluctantly the sym-
bol of press freedom." His offices and

Cosgrave Replaces Lynch

e i

home were raided when he published
more details on the students than the
government desired.

Among solidarity demonstrations
that have been held abroad were one
of several hundred in Paris Febru-
ary 24, organized by the Ligue Com-
muniste and Cause du Peuple, and
another in New York March 3, spon-
sored by the United Hellenic Front,
Demokratia, and the American Com-
mittee for Democracy and Freedom
in Greece. ]

Local Issues Decisive in Irish Elections

By Gerry Foley

Jack Lynch, the Dublin premier noted
for his repressive legislation against the
militant nationalist movement, saw a po-
litical rival assume his office March 14.
His replacement is Liam Cosgrave, the
leader of the second major bourgeois par-
ty, Fine Gael, which has been tradition-
ally identified with a policy of capitula-
tion to imperialism.

The Wall Street Journal, relied on by
the big capitalists for the "hard facts,”
gave a rather realistic picture of Lynch's
campaign. In the February 27 issue of
the New York financial daily, Richard
F. Janssen wrote the following account
from Carrick on Shannon in County Lei-
trim:

"By itself, the pastoral politicking by
Prime Minister Jack Lynch gives little hint
of what might well be at stake—the very
stability of this island democracy and
perhaps the fate of its deeply troubled
neighbors, the British province of North-
ern Ireland.

"But the hints came anyway — hecklers
hoot and eggs start pelting the dignitaries.
The prime minister . . . finishes to hearty
applause. But then the crowd turns just
as attentively to another speaker, support-
ing a peppery local lass named Frances
Grehan of the [Official] Sinn Fein Party,
who insists that the election is 'a fight
of the rich versus the poor,” of the un-
employed 'against the exploiter and the
speculator.'"

The Wall Street Journal article also gave
a very clear explanation of Lynch's ob-
jectives:

"'The government must have, and must
be seen to have, a clear and unmistakable
mandate to speak and act for the Irish
people,"” Mr. Lynch declares. He adds ob-
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liguely that major decisions in coming
months otherwise could lead to 'a pro-
tracted period of political uncertainty and
instability.'

"In other words, the release next month
of a British 'white-paper' with proposals
for the future of Northern Ireland could
—if it isn't well-received —touch off even
greater violence—violence that could en-
gulf the so-far largely immune indepen-
dent Irish Republic as well. . . .

"Strangely, neutral analysts and even
the partisans themselves say the impor-
tant thing in this election isn't who wins
—Mr. Lynch or his main opponent, Liam
Cosgrave, , . . Both Mr. Lynch and Mr.
Cosgrave denounce violent solutions, one
analyst explains, but without a strong
majority in the Dail [parliament), either
could be powerless to prevent, say, a
rush across the border of armed aid to
fellow Catholics fighting the British in
Ulster."

Lynch's campaign began with a strong
push to stampede the electorate into giving
him a mandate to maintain "peace at
any price." One of its less subtle features
was a television film showing bombings
and maimed bodies in the North, followed
by a sequence showing cows contentendly
munching grass in a quiet Southern mead-
ow. His Fianna Fail party's posters bore
the slogan "Progress With Stability.”

By contrast, his opponents’ slogan "Fine
Gael Puts the Nation First" seemed al-
most meaningless. As for Fine Gael's part-
ner in the "National Coalition," the La-
bour party, it did not seem to have put
up many posters.

Then, suddenly, about a week before
the elections, Lynch deemphasized the

"peace” and "law and order” issues. His
main theme became the alleged inability
of the disparate parties composing the
National Coalition to rule. Apparently
the scare technique had proved unpro-
ductive, although it was clear that in re-
action to years of seemingly pointless
death and destruction in the North, the
national combativity of the masses had
ebbed. Perhaps for that very reason, lo-
cal issues, including inflation, unemploy-
ment, irritations with Fianna Fail's high-
handed machine politics, and the corrup-
tion of entrenched officialdom, loomed
larger in the minds of the voters than
the political crisis that has been shaking
the nation for four years.

"With hindsight it is clear that Mr. Lynch
miscalculated on his election call, then
lost his political touch as his Fine Gael
and Labor party opponents forged a Na-
tional Coalition and campaigned on
bread-and-butter  issues: more jobs,
houses, social benefits, price controls, tax
relief," the New York Times commented
March 3 in an editorial.

In view of the traditionally rather im-
mobile Irish electorate and the compli-
cated proportional representation system,
some observers considered the shift in
seats significant. Fine Gael gained four
and Labour two. In contrast to 1969,
when it had a radical image and was
under strong red-baiting attack from
Fianna Fail, the Labour party lost votes
in Dublin and gained in the more con-
servative rural areas. In general, the po-
sition of the party appeared to shift well
to the right.

Fianna Fail's representation dropped
from the seventy-five seats it had won
in 1969 to sixty-nine. But five of these
had been lost earlier by defections and
other causes. Four of the six indepen-
dents were defeated, as well as the one
member for Aontacht Eireann [ United Ire-
land], a party that originated from a
split in Fianna Fail produced by the May
1970 "gun plot" incident.

The principal figure in the "gun plot"
case, Neil Blaney, won reelection in his
Donegal district, where he has a strong
local machine. In the Northeast district
of Dublin, Charles Haughey, another fig-
ure in the "gun plot" case, won an over-
whelming victory running under the Fian-
na Fail label. The attempts of his ma-
jor opponent, Conor Cruse O'Brien (who
was also elected, owing to proportional
representation), to brand him as a sym-
pathizer and supporter of the Provisional
IRA apparently did not achieve the de
sired effect.

Both Blaney and Haughey benefited
from strong local organization and good
connections with important business in-
terests. But their election seems to mili-
tate against the idea that there is a strong
tide runnigg for appeasing the British
imperialists.
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On the other hand, the attempt of so-
cially conservative nationalists to create
a new party in Fianna Fail's old im-
age fared very poorly in the elections.
Sean Sherwin, the only one of Aontacht
Eireann's thirteen candidates who won
a high enough vote to avoid forfeiting
his deposit, nevertheless lost his seat. The
likelihood that Fianna Fail will take a
more militant-sounding position on na-
tional issues made the splinter party's
chances seem even dimmer, as its founder,
Kevin Boland, admitted, according to the
March 5 Irish Times:

"No doubt, Fianna Fail, which he [Bo-
land] was sure had decided to accept the
White Paper, would now waltch the Co-
alition accept it and revert to their old
republican stance by objecting to it from
the Opposition side of the House."

Boland's party, in which ex-government
officials and party leaders figure prom-
inently, did not even do as well as the
reputedly "Marxist” Official Sinn Fein,
which got about 15,000 firsi-preference
votes. It was not clear, however, whether
the relatively good showing of the Of
ficials as a minority party fulfilled Jans-
sen's prediction in the February 27 Wall
Street Journal:

"The Sinn Fein Party she [Grehan] rep-
resents is accorded little chance of elect-
ing candidates, but any significant sup-
port for Sinn Fein would indicate sym-
pathy for the outlawed Irish Republican
Army, with which it has close links.

In fact, it was by no means clear wheth-

er the Sinn Fein vote indicated support
for militant struggle against imperialism.
National demands were not emphasized
in the Official republican campaign, which
followed basically left-reformist economist
lines, under the slogan "People Before
Profit."
. The Sinn Fein platform contained a
number of proposals, such as national-
ization of natural resources, nationaliza-
tion of the banks and financial institu-
tions, pricé control, etc., that would be
included in any revolutionary-socialist
program, but are not by themselves so-
cialist demands. Such measures have been
carried out by a number of neocolonialist
regimes without changing the nature of
the system.

Other planks, such as "redistribution of
wealth " and "elimination of poverty” were
vague. One demand, "A cheap-money pol-
icy for Agriculture, Industry, Housing,
and other productive purposes,” seemed
implicitly to recognize the capitalist sys-
tem.

No political demands were raised to
challenge the basic organization of the
economy and society and point the way
toward more democratic forms. No inter-
nationalist perspectives were offered that
could give the Irish people any feeling
of having allies in their fight against Brit-
ish imperialism.

Since the Irish economy is marginal
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to the big capitalist centers, the only solid
asset the Irish workers have is the po-
tential of their country and its strategic
position. The Irish people are only too
well aware of the Dublin government's
real economic weakness in facing the im-
perialist giants. So, simply calling on the
"State” to nationalize the resources of the
country without pointing to what a really
independent and united Ireland could
achieve and what world forces it could
base itself on does not offer inspiring pros-
pects.

In an era of accelerated growth of tech-
nology and capital concentration, more-
over, the notion that using "the capital
at present exported” could develop the
Irish economy can be easily dismissed
by government economic experts as an
expression of the old, naive populism of
the republican movement.

It is clear that as a militant nationalist
organization the republicans felt that they
had to wage a largely defensive cam-
paign, in view of the fears aroused by
the long and seemingly fruitless conflict
in the North and, in particular, by the
Provisional bombing campaign. They
thought they had to show that they were
not "kamikaze nationalists" bent on sal-
vaging the national dream at the cost
of the lives and welfare of the people.
They had to show that they had a con-
crete program answering to the needs of
the majority of the Irish people, and not
just romantic ideals or abstract formulas.

From the defensive standpoint, the Of-
ficial campaign was successful. They made
it much more difficult for the government
to repress them. They made progress in
getting across the image of fighters for
social justice and a better life for the Irish
people. In contrast, the Provisionals' call
for a boycott (there was a record vote)
further isolated them and further exposed
them to repression.

Moreover, the young and politically in-
experienced members of Official Sinn Fein
got precious experience in trying to take
a radical political program to the masses
of the Irish people. The organization will
have an opportunity to put this to good
use in the May 30 local elections in the
North. Although there also the campaign
will probably have to be mainly defen-
sive, the radicalization is much deeper
and more political than in the South.
In particular the Officials will have to put
forward a clear revolutionary perspective
to differentiate themselves from NICRA
(Northern Ireland Civil Rights Associa-
tion, in which they are the major com-
ponent), which adopted an antirevolution-
ary and antinational program in its Feb-
ruary 17-18 Annual General Meeting.

Militant nationalists or republicans con-
stitute a vital minority of the Catholic
population for any organization that
claims to be revolutionary. If the Offi-
cials became identified with the NICRA
resolution calling on the British govern-

ment to establish "an impartial civilian
police force" and for "handing in of all
illegally held guns ... and the calling
in of licensed weapons,” even as an im-
mediate program, they would find them-
selves cut off in a relatively short time
from republicanism.

In general, the Official campaign re
sembled the 1969 People's Democracy
campaign in the North that led to the
election of Bernadette Devlin. It did not
make the same impact because of the
lack of a popular upsurge in the South,
but it had the same look of vague, ideal-
istic radicalism, reflecting growing feel-
ings of deep discontent, especially among
yvouth.

No more than PD have the republicans
found the way to give a concrete rev-
olutionary perspective to the masses of
the Irish people. Furthermore, they have
tendencies within their organization that
could divert and destroy it—dogmatic
workerism derived from the British sects
and dogmatic populism derived from Sta-
linism through dilettantish university rad-
icals and the traditions of the old repub-
lican left.

Whether the organization will advance
depends on the emergence of a leader-
ship breaking decisively with both reform-
ism and ultraleftism, a development that
no one can predict with assurance. It
can, however, be safely predicted that an
organization based on a debilitating mix-
ture of these two forms of objectively op-
portunistic politics cannot survive.

In particular, the republican leadership
must face the fact that they cannot con-
tinue to drift, relying on education and
evolution to carry them forward. As long
as they continue without a clear revo-
lutionary orientation, they will also be
miseducating their ranks, and miseduca-
tion is a hard thing to undo.

In particular, it is dangerous to lose
sight of the connection between the var-
ious phases of the struggle. It was un-
doubtedly the easier course to avoid pos-
ing the national question sharply in the
February elections. But this question is
bound to reassert itself even more acutely
in the period ahead, and the campaign
did nothing to prepare for this.

Although the Coalition may, because
of its heterogeneous character, prove less
able than Fianna Fail to carry out a
repressive policy, it is better equipped to
set about dismantling the national tra-
ditions of the country. This point was
made very clearly in the debate over the
new anti-IRA law at the end of Novem-
ber, in which Labour stressed its "inter-
nationalist’ and "peaceful" history, while
Fine Gael attacked Lynch's party as the
seed of former "gunmen." 'With the inter-
national recession coming to an end, the
Coalition can be expected to set about
liguidating the national heritage in the
midst of heady talk about social welfare
reform and new prosperity.
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The Officials' campaign did not clearly
distinguish them from some proimperialist
Labourites who argue that a whole series
of economic and social reforms must be
carried out in the South before there can
be any talk of uniting the country. More-
over, the Officials did not prepare their

supporters for a situation where Fianna
Fail in opposition may try to regain some
of its national credentials. In this event
it would be even easier {or conservatives
to brand them as having "some foreign
objective” and not being really interested

in Irish freedom. O

Parliament Balks at Generals’ Candidate

An open conflict between Turkey's
military chieftains and the leading po-
litical parties was sparked when the
Grand National Assembly refused on
March 13 to endorse the military-
backed candidate for president, Gen-
eral Faruk Gurler. The seven-year
term of President Cevdet Sunay ends
on March 28 and the parliament must
elect a successor.

On the first ballot Gurler, who had
resigned one week previously as chief
of staff of the armed forces in order
to seek the presidency, got only 175
votes, President of the Senate Tekin
Ariburun, a former air force com-
mander backed by the leaders of the
conservative Justice party, won 282
votes. Another 45 votes were cast for
Feruk Bozbeyli, the candidate of the
right-wing Democratic party. The 115
representatives belonging to the Re-
publican People's party (RPP) ab-
stained, preventing anyone from ob-
taining a majority.

After two more ballots failed to sig-
nificantly improve Gurler's standing,
100 senior military observers stalked
angrily out of the meeting. The next
day the politicians decided on a post-
ponement of further votes to allow
for negotiations between the parties
and the brass.

The armed forces have ruled Turkey
behind a parliamentary facade since
March 12, 1971, when they forced
Premier Suleyman Demirel to resign
and imposed martial law on Turkey's
most populous provinces. At that time,
all of the major parties supported the
military's repressive moves.

Since then, more than 4,000 persons
have been arrested for opposing the
regime or its policies. The regime's
use of torture against political prison-
ers has become an international issue
(see Intercontinental Press, January
22, p. 42).
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The standard of living of the masses
has declined steadily since the mili-
tary crackdown. Prices rose 20% in
1971 and 18 % in 1972, while real
industrial wages declined by 6% and
5.9%, respectively, in those years.

As has become customary for mili-
tary dictatorships in recent years, the
Turkish generals promised that their
regime would bring sweeping reforms.
It has proposed modest tax and land-
reform measures, but has allowed
them to become deadlocked in a con-
servative parliament.

The regime's attempt to demoralize
the masses by brutal repression, in
contrast to the similar program ap-
plied for several years in neighboring
Greece. has not been entirely success-
ful. Although struggles are at a less
intense level than in 1971, unrest has
continued among workers, peasants,
and students.

Under these conditions, the mildly
reformist RPP reversed itself and came
out in opposition to the continuation

of martial law. RPP leader Bulent Ece-
vit began to challenge the regime's use
of torture. Many of the RPP's parlia-
mentarians voted against constitution-
al amendments passed in February
that established special military-civil-
ian courts to judge "crimes against
national unity" and allowed military
courts to continue the current mass
trials of civilians even after martial
law ends.

Suleyman Demirel, the leader of the
Justice party, is also interested in re-
ducing the power of the generals, since
he fears they will bar him from again
becoming prime minister if his party
wins the parliamentary elections sched-
uled for September. In addition, the
Justice party, despite its right-wing pol-
icies, was by no means willing to let
the RPP monopolize the electoral bene-
fits of an antimilitary stance.

Jubilant in the wake of the incon-
clusive voting, Ecevit offered to nego-
tiate with Justice party leaders for a
common presidential candidate and
publicly declared: "Parliament has as-
serted itself in favor of democracy,
and the solution of the presidential
problem is in the hands of political
parties."

It is far from certain, however, that
the generals will let the impasse be
broken by a parliamentary headcount.
The censors barred the press from
printing Ecevit's statement. Outgoing
President Sunay, who is also a former
chief of staff of the armed forces, ap-
pealed to the Grand National Assem-
blv on March 14 to accept Gurler
or find another candidate acceptable
to the military rulers. |

Harding to Tour for USLA

Mary Harding, the former Maryknoll
nun imprisoned in Bolivia for alleged
membership in a subversive organization
and released January 13 owing to a suc-
cessful campaign ol international protest,
will begin a speaking tour of the United
States April 11 on behalf of the 1,000
or more political prisoners held by the
Banzer regime. During the tour, spon-
sored by the U. S Committee for Justice
to Latin American Political Prisoners
(USLA), she will speak to meetings in
New York City, Denver, Atlanta, Los
Angeles, Cleveland, and other cities.

Harding had lived and worked in Bo-

livia for fourteen years when she was
arrested in La Paz last December 5. She
was charged with membership in the
Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional (National
Liberation Army). While living in La Paz,
she attempted to reactivate the Committee
for the Defense of Human Rights, but po-
lice harassment prevented this.

During her six-week incarceration, Hard-
ing was subjected to physical and psycho-
logical torture. International protests and
widespread coverage ol her case in the
news media forced the Banzer regime to
release her. She was immediately deported
to the United States. |
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Interview With an Angolan Revolutionist

The Struggle Against Portuguese Colonialism

[The Movimento Popular de Liber-
tacao de Angola (People's Liberation
Movement of Angola) was founded
in 1956. In 1961 it opened an armed-
struggle front in the Luanda region
in the northwest of the country. In
1964 it opened up a front in Cabinda
Province in the far north. Since 1966,
it has also conducted guerrilla opera-
tions in the southeast. The MPLA now
controls wide sections of the Portu-
guese colony.

[The following interview with Anto-
nio Neto, representative of the MPLA
in Sweden, appeared in the January
31 issue of La Bréche, semimonthly
organ of the Ligue Marxiste Révo-
lutionnaire (Revolutionary Marxist
League), the Swiss Trotskyist orga-
nization. The translation is by Infer-
continental Press.|

* * *

Question. Could you explain the
various problems confronting the An-
golan movement?

Answer. In the course of our armed
liberation struggle we have created
a liberated state with an area of about
half a million square kilometers, more
than a third of the total national ter-
ritory.

In these liberated areas, we must
first of all create cooperative struc-
tures and people's stores, ensure the
production of basic agricultural
goods, and provide for their distri-
bution. For us, the problem of pro-
duction is not a simple one. The peas-
ants expressed some resistance when
they were urged to organize them-
selves into cooperatives. Furthermore,
on May 1, 1970, the Portuguese gov-
ernment launched chemical warfare
against us (the second use of this
tactic after Vietnam) and naturally
this made for some serious problems
in reorganizing the system of produc-
tion and in supplying the population
with food.

How did we deal with these prob-
lems? By unifying them, by breaking
down the old system of individual
production and intensifying efforts to-
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ward cooperation. We did it by pre-
venting exploitation of man by man
in the liberated zones; we made this
a basic principle of our struggle, a
goal to reach by any means neces-
sary. There's no doubt that from the
viewpoint of armed struggle our ex-
perience is of a special type—it's not
just a military and political struggle,
but an economic and educational one
as well.

Q. Could you explain exactly what
this means?

A. Certainly. In the liberated areas
we have tried to set up small factories
that would not only allow for the
partial transformation of the system
of production, but would also repre-
sent a new experience for the people:
the transformation of small farmers
into workers. These people must be-
come conscious of the problems of
the industrial proletariat, even when
the slogan of the day is still "land to
those who till it" and other slogans
against exploitation of man by man.
Liberation evolves in such a way that
we must pose questions in a long-term
sense,

In this sense a tendency must preach
the necessity of a long transitional
period after political liberation. It is

the petty bourgeoisie in particular that
envisages the creation of new state
structures lasting for the longest time
possible — structures that would allow
the growth of the petty bourgeoisie
and the national bourgeoisie and
which would thus prevent the prole-
tariat from claiming power.

On the other hand, the left, the
MPLA, insists on speeding up the
armed liberation struggle and on
building within it structures that pre-
vent the petty bourgeoisie from emerg-
ing out of such a process. Finally,
there is the problem of breaking with
the imperialist economic system; and
this is not possible without building
the necessary instrument—the party.

Q. What will be the dynamic of this
twofold military and political strug-
gle?

A. The political struggle is not posed
in terms of months or years. Political
settling of accounts necessarily lasts
for a rather long period. Our twelve
years of military and political strug-
gle have taught us this. As I said,
building a party is a basic task. This
project is now being discussed, and
the MPLA Congress will have to make
a clear decision on it.

Besides the party, we need a well-
defined structure, the people's army,
a military vanguard that must be
tightly linked to the party and must
be under the party's control. In the
military struggle, it is not so much
a matter of developing a war with
"fronts," but rather a war of libera-
tion generalized over the whole coun-
try.

I should also say that even on the
military level, the reformist perspec-
tive rejects the concept of class struggle
(the creation of political structures and
a party) and seeks instead to set up
a liberation army able to play the
same role as the Algerian Liberation
Army, for example. Naturally, we
must fight against this perspective at
the Congress.

Q. But don't you think it would be
a contradiction for the movement it-
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self to decide on forming a party?
Doesn't this run the risk of amounting
to a simple change of names and
of creating a party that calls itself
revolutionary but that in fact still in-
cludes all the present components of
the movement?

A. 1 think that the dynamic of the
struggle itself will exclude all those
who are for a solution that is in the
final analysis a neocolonial one. It
must be realized that if the reformist
plan is adopted by the Congress, that
would represent a serious defeat for
the MPLA left, for the revolutionaries.

This is directly tied to the concep-
tion one has of the army. We say
No to the frontier army and we in-
sist on the generalization of the armed
struggle throughout the country, and
thus on the formation of large com-
bat units; we insist on the acceleration
of the process of socialized produc-
tion in the liberated zones. The re-
formist plan does not foresee mobil-
ity of the armed groups within the
social bodies; on the one hand it fore-
sees the occupation of the Portuguese
barracks, and on the other hand it
views the army as uninvolved in
building up the country.

The army would thus be cut off from
the masses, and power would be con-
centrated in the hands of the reform-
ists. We must avoid that. It is exactly
on this point that the debate between
the two tendencies will revolve, and
the debate will be decisive for creating
the party. But also, the danger of
a mere change of names that wouldn't
basically change anything, as you
brought up, does exist.

Q. Earlier you stressed the necessity
of the future free Angola being re-
leased from imperialist control. Could
you explain this more exactly?

A. We start from the fact that the
MPLA in Angola, the FRELIMO
[Frente de Libertacao de Mocambique
— National Liberation Front of Mo-
zambique|, and the PAIGC |Partido
Africano da Independéncia da Guiné
e Cabo Verde— African party for the
Independence of Guinea and the Cape
Verde Islands| have been linked since
the Conference of Nationalist Orga-
nizations of the Portuguese Colonies
in 1962,

In fact, we very quickly understood
the necessity of creating solid unity
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in action for the struggle against Por-
tuguese colonialism. We were faced
with a colonialism that refused to set
up a  decolonization program
(launched by other metropolises like
France, Great Britain, and Italy), and
we therefore had to initiate a protract-
ed and international armed struggle.

Furthermore, we believe that the
struggle against Portuguese imperial-
ism is not only the task of our three
countries, but more generally is the
task of the international anticolonial
movement. Other sectors of interna-
tional colonialism act in collusion with
Portuguese imperialism in the frame-
work of their projects aimed at all
southern Africa.

Q. Returning to the general prob-
lem of anti-imperialism, how does the
anti-imperialist struggle in the Portu-
guese colonies fit into the framework
of the African continent, which as a
whole is still subjected to imperialist
exploitation?

A. As a whole, Africa has not yet
taken part in the world revolutionary
upsurge. There are countries that are
independent in name, but not in fact,
neither politically nor economically;
imperialism has found other ways of
maintaining its domination.

The problem of overthrowing capi-
talism is posed: In a whole series
of countries, the imperialists remain
allied to the puppet cliques in power,
and struggle against imperialism
means struggle against these cliques.
In an initial phase, that will be the
task of the revolutionary groups, and
later of real organizations that will
have the historic task of waging the
struggle in terms much more clear
than the organizations that led the
struggle for independence at one time.

Especially in southern Africa we en-
visage unifying the revolutionary
forces of the region, but this can only
happen through an intense political
debate, through characterizing in the
course of this debate the various in-
ternal components of the struggle or-
ganizations, and through defeating the
reformist forces that put the brakes
on the revolutionary process.

Q. But do you think that it would
be purely a matter of a division be-
tween revolutionaries on one side and
reformists on the other?

A. Naturally, no. There is also the
problem of Stalinism. This is a dis-
cussion that is going on in the inter-
national workers' movement. Today
this movement is in a crisis that re-
flects itself not only in the Sino-Soviet
conflict, and the crisis in Hungary,
Poland, and Czechoslovakia, but also
in the question of peaceful coexistence
and its various forms. Then there is
the drama of Bangladesh, the problem
of Palestine; that is, the question of
a certain modus vivendi that has been
reached between certain workers' lead-
erships and American imperialism
(look at Nixon's Peking and Moscow
trips).

Faced with this, we think that the
MPLA must remain independent of
these leaderships. When the revolu-
tionary party is formed, it must also
stay independent. This does not mean
having a nationalist outlook. On the
contrary, we have an internationalist
outlook, and we think that by open-
ing a front in Angola, by working
with the PAIGC and FRELIMO, by
linking up with comrades who are
waging a struggle in Portugal itself,
we are also linking up with the rev-
olutionary struggle of the Indochinese
peoples.

And we are also counting on inter-
national support, not only from the
revolutionary organizations in Afri-
ca, Asia, and Latin America, but also
from the working class of the capitalist
countries, which today understands
the necessity of raising its own strug-
gle to a higher level by becoming
conscious of the fact that reformism
absolutely cannot offer the workers
a better future.

For our part, we lend our complete
support to the organizations that are
waging the battle for socialism on
the field of class struggle. a

True Believer

The official Libyan press agency re
ported February 17 that Colonel Muam-
mar al-Qaddafi has issued orders that
bar Libyans from displaying portraits of
leaders. So strictly enforced is this injunc-
tion that Qaddafi barred the construction
of a statue of his hero, the late Gamal
Abdel Nasser.

Qaddafi told the Arab Socialist Union,
Libya's only legal party, that the purpose
of the regulation is to prevent persons
from putting up portraits of "atheists like
Marx and Lenin."
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Qil Industry Seeks Big Price Increases

U.S. Faces an ‘Energy Crisis'

By Terry Quilico

The United States experienced a se-
vere shortage of fuel this winter. Ac-
cording to the January 26 Christian
Science Monitor, "Fuel shortages are
threatening the nation's air, rail and
water carriers. Railroads are facing
delivery reductions up to 25 percent;
some airlines are being forced to take
fuel conservation measures short of
canceling flights; barge and towing
companies are curtailing some ser-
vices because of the shortage.”

Most of the difficulties stem from
the scarcity of Number 2 fuel oil (used
in diesel engines and heating units)
and a lack of natural and propane
gas.

Although the "energy crisis" is na-
tionwide, the most dramatic effects
have been seen in the Midwest.

® Bus service at night and on Sun-
days to 33 suburban areas of Chi-
cago has been curtailed owing to a
25 percent reduction in the fuel al-
lotment of a major bus company.

® Some railroad trains are travel-
ing 10 to 15 miles per hour slower to
conserve fuel.

® As of February 6, more than 13,-
000 workers in Illinois have been af-
fected by layoffs and work cutbacks
attributed to the "energy crisis."

® Since the diesel tractor is the
workhorse of trucking, the shortage
of diesel fuel has caused serious prob-
lems for the trucking industry. If
trucks are not adequately fueled, de-
liveries of goods to markets and raw
materials to industries is delayed. Be-
cause of this threat, a lucrative black
market in fuel has opened up in the
Midwest, charging truckers two or
three times the usual price.

® Thousands of tons of grain are
rotting in grain elevators due to scar-
city of the gas used in drying it.

® The Midwest's corn, soybean, and
sorghum crops are threatened by the
shortages. Wet winter weather delayed
the harvest, and the scarcity of gas
and oil makes it impossible to dry
out the harvested crops.

This winter's shortages were delib-
erately created by the major oil and
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gas companies. They are using the
"crisis" to whip up public support for
big price increases, government in-
centives for expanding production,
and watered-down antipollution reg-
ulations.

These corporations have been pour-
ing out propaganda about an impend-
ing "energy crisis" since 1968, when
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
Federal Power Commission's refusal
to approve a big price increase de-
manded by the petroleum industry.

In the June 26, 1972, issue of the
liberal New York weekly The Nation,
Robert Sherrill wrote, "Beginning in
1968, and for the first time in his-
tory, the industry claimed that it found
less gas than it sold. It has been claim-
ing the same thing for every year
since. The basis for these claims is
in industry's file cabinets, secret, not
available to Congress or to the pub-
lic. You just have to take the indus-
try's word for it."

Despite assertions that the United
States is quickly "running out" of fuel,
55 percent of the nation's discover-
able oil, and 66 percent of its dis-
coverable natural gas are still in the
ground.

In a 1971 advertisement in Life
magazine, the American Gas Asso-
ciation (AGA) admitted the goal of
the industry's high-powered publicity
campaign: "There's no worry that
your home will run short of gas,”
the AGA assured readers, "It will take
higher prices to keep the gas coming."

Last summer, U.S. oil companies
delayed the seasonal shift to produc-
tion of distillate fuels (such as Num-
ber 2 oil) until it was too late to
meet demands for home heating oil.
The demand for heating oil cut into
reserves of diesel fuel and the long-
heralded "energy crisis" resulted.

Derrell Trent of the U.S. Office of
Emergency Preparedness complained
about the industry's actions in testi-
mony before the Senate Interior Com-
mittee:

"As late as September, government

assessments showed that U.S. refin-
eries could provide adequate distillates
for the coming heating season. Ac-
tually, heating oil inventories have
been lagging since last March, but
the refineries were turning out gaso-
line instead, since the administration's
Phase 2 price ceilings on gasoline were
more profitable than heating oil
prices."

The oil industry has responded to
the shortages by heating up its scare
campaign. The January 22 Chicago
Sun-Times quoted Milton Lambert,
president of the nation's fourth largest
distributor of Texaco products, as
saying, "We're facing an economic ca-
tastrophe. This thing is going to af-
fect everybody. When stores start run-
ning out of milk, meat and food, then
people will know its for real.”

The capitalist press has given an
added boost to the industry's claims.
The January 22, 1973, issue of News-
week stated that "the solutions to that
problem [the energy shortage] may
well strike at the very heart of the
American life-style. Consumers ines-
capably will see their bills for elec-
tricity, heating and gasoline raised
ever higher — and they could conceiv-
ably find these necessities being ra-
tioned. There will almost inevitably
be more blackouts and brownouts.
The environmental issue is certain to
be exacerbated as the oil companies
fight for more drilling rights and elec-
tric utilities for more generating sites."

The Nixon administration is taking
steps to meet the demands of the fuel
monopolies. A relaxation of price con-
trols has already resulted in sharp
increases in heating oil prices.

On January 17, Nixon lifted all im-
port barriers on Number 2 fuel oil
for the remainder of the winter. At
the same time, he authorized a 65
percent increase in this year's quota
of crude petroleum piped into the Mid-
west from Canada or shipped to the
east coast from other countries.

The environment appears certain to
be another victim of the artificial fuel
shortage. New York City has softened
restrictions on the use of low-quality
fuels containing sulfur — a big contrib-
utor to air pollution. Illinois is under
pressure from the Coal Operators As-
sociation to take a similar step.

The oil industry is pressing for
greater freedom to drill for oil on
the continental shelf — despite the dan-
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ger of oil spills that pollute the oceans.
The January 27 Christian Science
Monitor quoted one oil executive: "The
fuel erunch is on— and environmental
considerations are going to have to
rate lower priority."

Although the current fuel scarcity
is a product of the manipulation of
oil supplies by the petroleum corpo-
rations, the industry's drive to raise
prices reflects a real long-term "energy
crisis" faced by U. S. imperialism. The
United States is becoming increasingly
dependent on oil from the Middle East
as raw material for industry as well
as a source of superprofits.

This has encouraged Middle Eastern
rulers — including even U.S. clients
like the shah of Iran—to drive a hard-

Bureaucrats Forced to Act by Militant Ranks

er bargain with the oil monopolies.
The deals that have resulted are ex-
erting negative pressure on oil profits
and on the U. S. balance of payments.
It is expected, for example, that Saudi
Arabia will have accumulated $30
thousand million in gold and currency
reserves at the end of the '70s. (See
Intercontinental Press, October 23,
1972, p. 1136.)

The oil billionaires —backed by the
U.S. government—hope to assure a
steady flow of oil for U.S. industry
and reduce the flow of dollars abroad
by increasing imports from other
sources and developing previously un-
tapped reserves in the United States.
Consumers are expected to foot the
bill for these adjustments in the form
of sharp price increases. a

British Trade Unions Call General Strike

London
Mar. 6 — The Trades Union Con-
gress, Britain's  10-million-strong

trade-union federation, called March 5
for a one-day national strike to protest
the wage-freeze policies of Conserva-
tive Prime Minister Edward Heath. The
decision, taken at a special recall con-
gress of the TUC, came in the midst
of an unprecedented wave of strikes
by railway workers, teachers, gas
workers, hospital workers, and gov-
ernment employees.

The scale of the union revolt is caus-
ing extreme anxiety to the govern-
ment's supporters. The London Sun-
day Times of February 18 wrote with
horror: "No one can be quite sure
where the next shutdown will be; which
weak point in the system will sud-
denly explode; or, indeed, whether the
entire system may not accidentally
blow up."

The present wave of strikes is caused
by the government's refusal to allow
workers' wages to keep pace with the
runaway inflation, worse in Britain
than in any other Western European
country. Edward Heath's wage con-
trol policies are patterned after those
Nixon imposed on American workers
in 1971. Under Heath's Phase 2,
which is about to begin, only min-
imal wage increases will be allowed,
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but prices will remain largely un-
checked. Food prices and rents, ex-
empted from government control,
and prices of other major items in the
consumer's budget, will continue to
soar.

The government's policies have
prompted strike action by thousands
of workers who have never gone on
strike before. On February 27 more
than 250,000 government workers
held the first strike in the history of
their union, the Civil and Public Ser-
vants Association. The following day,
30,000 train drivers paralysed the
railways. And the day after that, 220,-
000 hospital workers walked out. A
national gas strike, now in its sec-
ond week, has cut off gas supplies
to 2,600 industrial and commercial
companies and to more than 4 mil-
lion homes. On February 27 some
5,000 striking London teachers
marched through central London
against the freezing of their wages.

The bureaucratic leaders of the TUC
have been compelled, much against
their will, to unite the entire trade-
union movement to take action
against the wage-control policy. The
one-day general strike will be the first
held since the famous general strike
of 1926.

It has been intense pressure from

the rank and file that has forced the
union bureaucrats to act. The TUC
leaders were originally determined to
prevent a general strike. The London
Times reported on February 27, a
few days before the TUC recall con-
gress, on the thinking of the TUC
Finances and General Purposes Com-
mittee, the TUC's inner cabinet: "T'UC
leaders yesterday decided against an
all-out confrontation with the Govern-
ment over Phase Two wage restraint.

. The idea of a general strike was
raised at yesterday's finance and gen-
eral purposes committee meeting, but
it was not seriously considered as a
course of action." And the writer noted:
"It [the TUC document on anti-infla-
tion measures| is plainly a far cry
from the call for a general strike be-
ing mounted by militants in industry."

At the congress the TUC leaders
attempted to rule any call for a gen-
eral strike out of order; but they had
clearly misjudged the mood of the
unions. Joe Gormley, the president of
the National Union of Mineworkers,
successfully proposed that this pro-
cedure be voted down, and a motion
calling for a one-day general strike
was proposed by the transport and
engineering workers' unions. The mo-
tion was carried overwhelmingly.
Even Victor Feather, the general sec-

EDWARD HEATH
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retary of the TUC, who had earlier
argued against even allowing the mo-
tion to be put to the congress, was
forced to eat his words and vote in
favor of the one-day strike.

The date of the one-day general
strike is expected to be announced

in the next few days. In the mean-
time the strikes by gas workers, teach-
ers, and others continue to remind
the Heath government that his wage-
control policies are producing an un-
precedented militancy in the union
ranks. O

Thousands Join Protests in Britain

Students Demand Rise in Government Aid

London

Thousands of students joined
marches and rallies in ten British cities
on February 21 in support of a day
of action called by the 500,000-mem-
ber National Union of Students
(NUS). The day of protest marked
the high point thus far of mounting
action against the present system of
grants to students.

The grants campaign was launched
by the semiannual NUS conference
in November, when delegates over-
whelmingly decided to withhold rents
for residence halls and to selectively
boycott school-run canteen facilities.
Some forty-four colleges are now on
rent strike and many are carrying out
effective cafeteria boycotts. Students at
some colleges have carried out occu-
pations as well as local student ral-
lies and demonstrations.

The student action is a response
to the deterioration of the real value
of grants through inflation and to
government cutbacks in higher edu-
cation in recent years.

The NUS grants campaign has four
main demands: an immediate increase
in the level of all student grants and
an annual, instead of triennial, review;
an end to discretionary awards; abo-
lition of the means test; and an end
to discrimination against married
women students.

The British student grant is more
than 25% lower today, in real terms,
than in 1962. In order to compensate
for inflationary losses since 1962, an
immediate increment of more than
£100 would be required. NUS has
put in a claim to the Department of
Education and Science for an increase
from £445 a year to £510. But in-
flation this year already means that
for the academic year beginning in
September 1973 grants in the region
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of £550 are needed to restore the 1962
standard.

Discretionary awards allow local ed-
ucation authorities arbitrarily to deny,
or limit, grants to some students (or
potential students). In accordance with
this system, an estimated 20,000 stu-
dents, mainly in Further Education,
have begun school terms during which
they are expected to eat substantially
less, need fewer clothes and books,
and pay less rent than other students.

The means test cuts students' grants
according to their parents' income.
The government assumes that students
are dependent on their parents and
that parents will make up the differ-

ence, although the parents often can-
not, or will not, pay.

In addition to this, students must
be male or unmarried to be eligible
for a full grant. Married women stu-
dents have had no increase since 1965
and their maximum grant is £275
a year.

The critical nature of the grants cri-
sis for students was evidenced by the
militant support the campaign has
gained in local colleges throughout
the country and by the numbers par-
ticipating in the day of action. Spir-
ited demonstrations converged on the
main student building in central Lon-
don and moved off to the Department
of Education and Science, where a
rally was held nearby on the south
bank of the Thames. The rally was
addressed by Inner London Teach-
ers' Association President Ian Gunn
and by several student militants and
members of the NUS executive, in-
cluding Digby Jacks, NUS president
and a member of the Communist par-
ty.

The NUS figures for the demonstra-
tions throughout the country were the
following: London 15,000; Cardiff
5,000; Edinburgh 500; Exeter 1,500;
Bristol 5,000; Birmingham 10,000;
Manchester 10,000; Newcastle upon
Tyne 5,000; Sheffield 6,000.

Chiang Arrests Ten at Universities

Officials of Chiang Kai-Shek's regime
in Taiwan claim that two professors, Chen
Ku-ying and Wang Shao-po, and eight
students were arrested in February and
charged with forming a secret organiza-
tion "sympathetic to the Chinese Commu-
nists," a March 15 dispatch from Taipei
to the New York Times reported.

Those arrested were from Cheng Kung
Provincial University in Tainan and Na-
tional Taiwan University in Taipei. The
two faculty members are known to be
critics of the regime's social welfare poli-
cies.

The Times reported, "A friend from an-
other university protested their detention
by slashing his neck in public and writing
messages with his blood until he lost con-

sciousness and was taken to a hospital.”

According to the dispatch, an official
of the ruling Kuomintang said that "the
secrel organizations were 'reading clubs'
with sizable collections of Communist
books, mostly works by Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, in English and Chinese. He said
that there was evidence that the members
planned to expand their groups and their
influence."

They reportedly were treated with cour-
tesy. "In view of their youth, their admis-
sion that they had done wrong and their
willingness to make amends, it was de-
cided not to prosecute them," the official
revealed. Chen Ku-ying and Wang Shao-
po were released after twenty-four hours'
detention. The eight students were freed
several days later. O
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Kidnapping Season Opens in Sri Lanka

SRR
S

A Big Business the Regime Tolerates

"A little boy goes out into the street
to play in the evening. He is about
to join his mates in a roadside park
or vacant lot when a man with a
smiling face accosts him. The man
is friendliness itself and his hands are
full of sweets. The boy readily takes
a sweet or two.

"A moment later the world goes dark
for the boy. And the man takes him
into his 'protective' hands. One more
Sri Lankan boy has been kidnapped.”

So begins a grim report in the
March 5 issue of the Hong Kong
weekly Far Eastern Economic Review
describing the wave of kidnappings
that sweeps Sri Lanka every year dur-
ing the fishing season.

The identity of the kidnappers is
no mystery. The abductions are or-
ganized by agents hired by the big
mudalalis (mudalali is the Sinhalese
term for capitalist), who run the fish-
ing villages on about sixty small is-
lands of the northern, northwestern,
and northeastern coasts of Ceylon.

"The mudalalis," the Far Eastern Ec-
onomic Review notes, "need labour-
ers who must toil under trying con-
ditions: scorching heat, rigorous battle
with the sea, work round the clock.
The wadiyas [fishing villages] are reg-
ular slave camps, with no creature
comforts and no entertainment. Only
the tough survive. The children kid-
napped every year are meant for these
slave markets. .

"The labourers are fed on subsis-
tence diet of fish and rice and brack-
ish water. There are no medical fa-
cilities and those who fall by the way-
side just die. But the fish fetches a
good price. Little wonder that 'talent
scouts' tour the country."

Not all the youths working in the
wadiyas were kidnapped, although
most were. Some are sold to the mu-
dalalis' agents (at prices ranging from
US$1 to $7) by impoverished parents.

For almost two years, the Banda-
ranaike regime showed little interest
in the kidnappings. Cops restricted
themselves to issuing routine warnings
to parents to keep a close watch on
their children.

This peaceful coexistence was tem-
porarily disrupted a few months ago
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"

when some overzealous "talent scouts
overstepped the bounds of etiquette
by kidnapping the son of a police
sergeant.

Outraged, the regime ordered its na-
vy, air force, and police into opera-
tion. A 300-strong force commanded
by Deputy Defence Minister Lakshman
Jayakoddy raided thirteen of the is-
lands and "liberated" hundreds of en-

Demand to Know Fate
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slaved children, many of them under
twelve years of age.

But for many Ceylonese, life on the
mainland is hardly preferable to slave
labor in the fishing villages. Most of
the children, according the the Far
Eastern Economic Review's report,
elected to return to the wadiyas,
"where, they said, they could do better
than in their own homes."

Bandaranaike's "United Front" re-
gime, which claims to be building so-
cialism at an ever so gradual pace,
has not yet gotten around to jailing
the big mudalalis, who perhaps quali-
fy as a progressive sector of the na-
tional bourgeoisie. O

of Abbas Sheibani

Shah Gives Lawyer Royal Runaround

Francoise Rozelaar-Vigier, a prom-
inent French attorney, was commis-
sioned in 1972 by the International
Secretariat of Catholic Jurists and the
International Association of Demo-
cratic Jurists to go to Iran to observe
the trial of Mohammad Mofidi, a stu-
dent, and Dr. Abbas Sheibani, aleader
of the National Liberation Front of
Iran.

Mofidi was accused of assassinat-
ing Police General Saeed Taheri on
August 13, 1972. Sheibani was
charged with complicity in the assas-
sination.

Rozelaar-Vigier has described her
experiences in a statement being dis-
tributed by the Iranian Students
Association.

After arriving in Teheran on Decem-
ber 7, she met with Dr. Ameli, a form-
er minister of justice, whom the shah
has appointed secretary of the "Iran-
ian League of Human Rights." Ameli
informed her that she could not visit
any of the prisoners as their trials
were still being prepared.

"I then met, twice, the Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Hoveida," Rozelaar-Vigier
reported, "who told me that the Iran-
ian Government did not recognize the
organizations [ represented (even
though they are recognized by the
United Nations) but that I would be
allowed, as a private person, to at-
tend any trial of my choice, and would
then [enjoy the] benefit of the assis-
tance of an interpreter. Mr. Hoveida

also told me that all important trials
were announced fifteen days in ad-
vance by the press, and that I would
be personally informed of those to
come. To his knowledge, however, no
trial was imminent, and Dr. Ameli
confirmed this information.”

Having received these assurances,
Rozelaar-Vigier returned to Paris on
December 16. Shortly thereafter, she
was shocked to hear that the trial
was, in fact, imminent, if notactually
under way. Later she learned that
death sentences had already been im-
posed. She ftried for two days with-
out success to speak to the Iranian
ambassador.

"I was also told," Rozelaar-Vigier
wrote, "that Mofidi underwent torture
and had both his legs broken. Is that
the reason why he was judged se-
cretly . . . 2"

Mofidi was executed on January 11
(see Intercontinental Press, January
29, 1973, p. 89). Sheibani's fate has
not been made known and Iranian
students in the United States have de-
manded that the shah break his si-
lence about this.

Rozelaar-Vigier expressed fear about
the fate in store for 3,000 other polit-
ical prisoners awaiting trial in Iran:
"Most will be condemned to many
years in jail, if not death. Since March
1971, sixty-eight accused have been
officially condemned to death and

executed, that is, one every ten
days." O
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Socialist Front Formed

Caracas Rally Backs Socialist Candidate

Caracas

An overflow crowd of more than
1,000 people packed the Bolivar The-
ater here March 2 during an election
campaign rally for José Vicente Ran-
gel, the independent Marxist candidate
of the MAS (Movimiento al Socialis-
mo — Movement Toward Socialism) in
next December's presidential elections.
The meeting was organized by the
Frente Socialista de Unidad Proletaria
(Socialist Front of Proletarian Unity).
This is an alliance, consolidated last
February, between the Comités de In-
dependientes Por El Socialismo
(CIPES — Committees of Independents
for Socialism), which includes many
young people who participated in
the guerrilla struggles during the
sixties, and the Grupo Trotskista Vene-
zolano (GTV — Venezuelan Trotskyist
Group).

The Socialist Front is giving crit-
ical support to the candidacy of José
Vicente Rangel along the lines of the
document outlining the position of the
Trotskyists on the national elections
that was published in the August-Sep-
tember 1972 issue of the GTV's
monthly, Voz Marxista (see Intercon-
tinental Press, September 25, 1972,
p. 1011).

The front of the hall was draped
with a large red flag of the Fourth
International and with banners call-
ing for "Proletarian Unity Around the
Candidacy of José Vicente," "For a
Socialist America,” and "Workers of
the World, Unite!" Other banners in
the theater demanded freedom for all
political prisoners, opposed repres-
sion, and expressed solidarity with
particular struggles of the Venezuelan
working class.

A leaflet put out to help build the
meeting explained that the poverty
and exploitation of the Venezuelan
workers cannot be blamed on any
one government but rather are en-
demic to an underdeveloped country
with a capitalist mode of production.
"There is no other way to end this
situation,” it continued, "than to or-
ganize the struggle for socialism. To
achieve socialism, it is necessary to
overthrow the capitalist state and
build a new state of the workers. This
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goal will not be attained easily. We
must not lose sight of the fact that
the time will come when there will
have to be a decisive showdown with
the repressive forces of the rich."

After explaining the need to take
advantage of the election campaign
to present a working-class alternative,
the leaflet concluded: "We call on all
conscious workers to struggle in their

Student Strikes

L

factories to build a revolutionary
workers' party. Such a party will arise
only as a product of dealing with
the concrete conflicts of each factory
with the bosses. In this way the
groundwork will be laid for the so-
cialist revolution."

The main speakers at the rally were
Astrid Fischer for the CIPES, Alfonso
Ramirez for Voz Marxista, and José
Vicente Rangel. All three were inter-
rupted at various times by the ap-
plause of the enthusiastic audience.
Representatives of other organizations
were given an opportunity to bring
greetings. O

Severely Repressed

Iranian Students Reported Killed by Police

At least four students were killed
at the University of Tabriz in Iran
following a "pitched battle" with po-
lice, reported Djavad Alamir in the
March 8 issue of the Paris daily Le
Monde. Some sources put at six the
number of students killed in the fierce
police repression of student protests,
which have been going on for sev-
eral weeks throughout the country.

"The present unrest appears to have
its roots in student discontent over the
regime's domestic and foreign policy
(a break with the ulemas [Islamic
functionaries|, repression, oil policy,
and finally, the recent purchase of
$2 thousand million worth of air war
goods from the United States),” Ala-
mir wrote.

"It goes back to around February
20, when the technical school of the
University of Teheran went on strike.
'Specialized' police commandos re-
portedly repressed the strikers and ar-
rested the leaders. Several schools
were for all practical purposes closed
as a result of the refusal of the stu-
dents to attend class."

At the end of February, the Djondi-
Chahpour school in Khuzistan also
went on strike. It is rumored in Te-
heran that police killed one student.

Then, on March 1, the student strike
spread to Melli University in Tehe-
ran, where the students were demand-
ing abolition of the competitive entry
examinations to the university. "Signs
appeared with antigovernment slo-

gans and commandos are said to
have invaded the academic precincts
and expelled the students,” reported
Alamir, "It is at this point that stu-
dents in Tabriz, the capital of the
northern province of Azerbaidzhan,
refused to attend class, just a few days
after the announcement of Iran's mas-
sive arms purchase.

"In view of their refusal to leave
the premises, the police are said to
have charged the students. The lat-
ter, however, put up a ferocious re-
sistance to the police assaults. They
also took the university rector hos-
tage." It was in the ensuing clashes
that the students were killed.

According to Alamir, the police re-
pression in Tabriz sparked strikes at
the polytechnic and medical schools
at Arya-Mehr University, where a
large number of students were arrest-
ed.

Iranian authorities deny that any
students have been killed. According
to a report in the March 10 Le Monde,
they claim that only "identity checks"
were carried out in certain schools. O

Literacy Test

"We selected these two men because Mr.
Jenkins and Mr. Holdridge not only are
experts in Chinese, they are bilingual, in-
cidentally, in both Chinese and American;
speak it well."— Richard Nixon explaining
his appointment of two officials to serve
in the new U.S. liaison office in Peking.
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Ligue Communiste’s Position on
Second-Round Elections in France

[The following statement was re-
leased on March 5 by the Central
Commitiee of the Ligue Communiste,
French section of the Fourth Inter-
national. It was printed in the March
9 issue of the Ligue's newspaper,
Rouge.

[The translation is by Intercontinen-
tal Press.|

From this point on, the URP [Union
des Républicains de Progres — Union
of Republicans for Progress] "major-
ity," bankrupt, splattered with scan-
dal, judged and condemned by the
workers, is a minority in the country
—able to draw only 35 percent of
the votes cast.

The slickness of electoral gerryman-
dering, rigged to aid the URP, and
support from the reformers may al-
low the Gaullists to maintain a slim
majority in parliament.

If that is the case, then after the
second-round vote is in, the Pompi-
dou government, already battered and
confronted both with a working class
enriched by the May 1968 experience
(one that more and more feels its
own strength) and with growing so-
cial problems, will be nothing but a
caretaker regime, constantly threat-
ened with parliamentary or govern-
mental crisis.

Considering the efforts expended, the
Union of the Left did not do much
better than its parties did in 1967.
Moreover, many workers supported
the Union of the Left more in order
to fight the UDR [Union des Démo-
crates pour la République— Union of
Democrats for the Republic] than be-
cause they agreed with the content
of the common program. They hoped
to open the way for the deep changes
they desire by throwing out the rot-
ten UDR.

Now, by retreating before Pompi-
dou's blackmail about disorder, by
saddling itself with respect for the
1958 Gaullist constitution, which was
nothing but the legalization of a mil-
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itary coup d'etat, the Union of the
Left is demonstrating its own trepi-
dation.

And this even though the only way
to win over people who are wavering
and to bolster unity is to show an
iron desire to beat the UDR by any
means necessary, to throw Pompidou
out, and to sweep aside his constitu-
tion.

The Ligue Communiste and Lutte
Ouvriére have shown that a revolu-
tionary current exists even on the elec-
toral level. The large number of meet-
ings and the size of the workers' mo-
bilizations even more than the elec-
toral results show that there is a force
for which the only real solution to
the crisis of the system is the revo-
lutionary transformation of society
and the building of a socialist society.

From now on, whatever the outcome
of the elections, the problem of post-
March is starkly posed. The parties
of the United Left, complete prisoners
of parliamentary cretinism, can come
forward with no solution.

Nevertheless, as far as social de-
mands are concerned, a big backlog
remains to be made up. Many ques-
tions were in effect left hanging in
the hope of winning a general res-
olution of problems through an elec-
toral victory over the UDR.

Nevertheless, the size of the mobi-
lizations of youth against capital's ar-
my and the struggles over the ques-
tion of abortion testify to the depth
of the regime's crisis.

Nevertheless, waiting for the 1976
presidential elections to settle accounts
on the social and political levels is
out of the question.

On the second round, we will not
do anything that could indirectly fa-
vor the victory of the bourgeois can-
didates of the URP and that could
thus serve the left parties as a pre-
text to explain their own capitulation.

We think that the electoral gains
of the Union of the Left will still be
seen by the workers as a shifting of
the relationship of forces in their fa-
vor and as an encouragement to
struggle.

This is why, without in the slightest
suggesting support to the content of
the common program or to the re-
formists, traitors, and capitulationists
who express it, we call for a vote for
the candidates of the Union of the
Left on the second round as a means
of fighting the URP.

Nevertheless, we will not call for
a vote for candidates of the Union
of the Left who agreed between the
two rounds to make changes in the
alliance in order to gain the support
of the reformers.

Once again it has been shown that
elections can settle nothing. The work-
ers can have confidence only in them-
selves and in their own mobilization
to defeat the employers, destroy the
bourgeois state, and lay the founda-
tion of a different society, a socialist
society. O

Sinn Fein’'s Program in Irish Elections

[The following "Action Programme”
was put forward by the Official re-
publicans in the campaign preceding
the February 28 elections in the Irish
Free State.|

® Nationalisation of all mineral
and oil resources and their develop-
ment by the State on behalf of the
people.

® Plan for full employment within
5 years. Expanding State sector of
industry, using State Mining Co. and
State Smelter industry as a base. (Con-

trol Mergers, Closures and Rational-
isation of Industry. Use the Capital
at present exported —£1,000 million
in 1971/72 —for modernisation and
expansion of industries, such as food
processing, thus aiding both small
farmers, fishermen and urban work-
ers.)

@ Elimination of all speculative in-
vestment in farmland and establish-
ment of an upper limit on the amount
of land owned by any farmer.

® Expansions of Forestry pro-
gramme and 'speed up' of land ac-
quisition.

® Nationalisation of Banks and
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other Financial Institutions; Restric-
tions on Export of Capital; a cheap
money policy for Agriculture, Indus-
try, Housing and other productive
purposes.

® Re-distribution of the wealth —71
per cent of which is at present con-
trolled by 5 per cent of the popula-
tion; Introduction of Tax on Capital
Gains and on Investment Property.

® Sinn Fein further recognises that
the revival of Irish must depend on
the revival of the Irish-speaking com-
munities of the Gaeltacht, and accord-
ingly supports the demand for local
autonomy for the Gaeltacht commu-
nities and demands that the Gaeltacht
radio service be placed under the con-
trol of a local authority.

® Strict control of Prices; Removal
of V.A. T. [value added tax, a sales
tax| from foodstuffs, attack on infla-
tion and its source, which is the fi-
nancial and property speculators.

® Declaration of a Housing Emer-
gency and Promotion of a Crash Pro-
gramme designed to provide a hous-
ing unit for every family. Control of
all building land by State or Munie-
ipal Authority.

® Elimination of Poverty and So-
cial degradation, both in urban and
rural areas as a national Priority;
Implementation of a comprehensive
free medical and social welfare
scheme.

® Restriction of farms to maximum
of 200 acres of good land, take over
of large estates and redistribution of
surplus land to co-operatives of small
farmers.

® Ending of Discrimination and re-
pressive laws and establishment by
legislation of equal right for all —ir-
respective of age, sex, or social status.

® Education to be provided for all
in a non-denominational state struc-
ture which would be democratically
controlled by parents, teachers and
pupils. Sinn Fein believes that the re-
vival of Irish is part of the revival
of the Irish people and promotes the
revival of the Irish language and the
rest of the culture associated with or
derived from it.

THERE is an ample supply of mon-
ey in the State to finance this pro-
gramme. There is great wealth in the
hands of a few people—it belongs
to the workers who produced it! O

‘ERP 22" Supports Peronists

[The following is a translation by
Intercontinental Press of a communi-
qué issued by the "Ejército Revolu-
cionario del Pueblo Agosto 22" (Au-
gust 22 Revolutionary Army of the
People) that appeared in the March 8
issue of the Buenos Aires daily Cro-
nica. For an account of the circum-
stances under which the communiqué
was made public, see the report else-
where in this issue "ERP Carries Out
Guerrilla Action in Coérdoba — Denies
That It Supports Peronists."

[In addition to the English trans-
lation, we are publishing the original
Spanish text. This appears below.]

* * *

To the People:

The elections are a democratic vic-
tory won by the masses and their
vanguard in a long struggle against
the military dictatorship. Driven into
a corner by attacks from all sides,
the dictatorship has come to regard
these elections as a lesser evil, as a
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concession that could be made to the
people in an attempt to prevent them
from linking up more closely with
the guerrilla organizations. Hence the
regime has put the maximum restric-
tions on the elections in order to fore-
stall defeat.

Despite everything, broad sectors of
our people have organized to deal
the dictatorship a defeat at the polls.

The Ejército Revolucionario del
Pueblo 22 de Agosto [August 22 Peo-
ple's Revolutionary Army| firmly be-
lieves that the definitive road to na-
tional and social liberation does not
lead through these elections. Power
does not come from elections. In 1962
the military arm of the regime already
annulled a vote, and nothing hap-
pened. Power grows from the barrel
of a gun. As long as the guns are
in the hands of the repressive forces
and not the people, the generals will
remain in power and the exploiters
of the country along with them.

But while we realize that workers
and people's power will not come out

of these elections, it is the duty of
revolutionists to take advantage of
them to inflict a defeat on the dictator-
ship on this level also.

Owing to the sympathy and support
it has evoked from the workers and
people, FREJULI has the best chance
of all the slates put up of defeating
the government's maneuver at the bal-
lot box.

Like all the workers, the ERP 22
knows that Solano Lima, Rucci, Ca-
labro, Odena, and the other pathetic
personalities  that figure on the
FREJULI tickets do not and never
will represent them. In fact, these in-
dividuals are enemies of the people
within the people's movement. But the
backbone of the Peronist movement
is the working class and the people,
the Montoneros and the Fuerzas Ar-
madas Revolucionarias |[Revolution-
ary Armed Forces], whom the ERP 22
regard as brothers because we have
fought shoulder to shoulder with them
and our comrades have fallen side
by side, giving the blood of the best
sons of our people.

The masses will use FREJULI as
an instrument of struggle to affirm
their demands, to proclaim their right
to a better life, the release of the im-
prisoned guerrillas, independence of
their fatherland, the end of exploita-
tion of man by man, and to build
socialism.

It is for this reason that the ERP
22 de Agosto calls on the people to
deal the dictatorship a defeat at the
polls by wvoting massively for the
FREJULI slates and by mobilizing
to guarantee that these demands will
be met.

This road marked out by Abal Me-
dina, Ramus, Olmedo, Maestre, Bal-
du, Pujals, Capello, and so many oth-
er martyrs of the revolution is the
definitive path for the working class
and the people to take power.

No foreign flag will wave over this
land. The guerrillas and the people
guarantee this, not the military offi-
cers who have no fatherland and who
trample this country under their feet
every day, selling it piece by piece
to the imperialists. But our banner
will wave in all its splendor over this
land when no child is denied bread
or education; no sick person hospital
care; no worker the right to live with
dignity; and no Argentine the inalien-
able right to be master of his destiny,
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to freedom, and to national sovereign-
ty.

It is for this that our people are
struggling and it is for this that the
armed organizations will fight on un-
til the final victory.

Let us take one more step toward
this victory by defeating the dictator-
ship at the polls also.

Workers. There is only one road
to taking power — people's war. There
is only one choice in the March 11
elections — FREJULL

Long live [eivil?] war and socialism.

Long live the unity in action of
the Montoneros, FAR, ERP, and ERP
22, the vanguard of the people in
its struggle for freedom.

Glory to the martyrs of Trelew, who
like Eduardo Capello died to assure
that others would have a chance to
live with dignity.

EJERCITO REVOLUCIONARIO
DEL PUEBLO 22 DE AGOSTO

Comando Eduardo Capello

Spanish Text

Al Pueblo:

Las elecciones son una conquista
democrédtica arrancada por las masas
y sus vanguardias en una larga lucha
contra la dictadura militar. Esta dic-
tadura, acorralada por los cuatro co-
stados, concibe a estas elecciones co-
mo el mal menor a conceder al pueblo
para tratar de evitar la cada vez ma-
yvor ligazon de éste con las organi-
zaciones guerrilleras. De alli que el
régimen haya condicionado todo lo
posible esta coyuntura electoral para
impedir su derrota.

Pese a todo amplios sectores de nue-
stro pueblo se han organizado para
derrotar en las urnas a la dictadura.

El Ejército Revolucionario del Pue-
blo 22 de Agosto cree firmemente que
el camino definitivo de la liberacion
nacional y social no pasa por esta
coyuntura electoral. El poder no nace
de los votos. El brazo armado del
régimen ya los anulé en 1962 y no
pasd nada. El poder nace de la punta
de los fusiles., Mientras éstos estén en
manos de las fuerzas represivas y
no en las del pueblo, los generales
seguirdn en el poder y con ellos los
explotadores de este pais.

Pero aun asi, sabiendo que de las
elecciones no surgirdn el poder para
la clase obrera y el pueblo, es deber
de los revolucionarios el utilizarlas
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para derrotar también en este plano
a la dictadura.

De las listas presentadas a eleccio-
nes, el FREJULI, por la simpatia
y el apoyo obrero y popular que
despierta es la que reune mayores
posibilidades de derrotar en las ur-
nas la maniobra del gobierno.

El ERP 22 sabe, como lo saben
todos los trabajadores, que Solano
Lima, Rueci, Calabré, Odena y otros
tristes personajes que figuran en las
listas del FREJULI, no son ni seran
jamdas sus representantes. Antes bien,
son los enemigos del pueblo, metidos
en el seno del movimiento popular.
Pero la columna vertebral del pero-
nismo es <Ja clase obrera y el pueblo,
son los Montoneros y las Fuerzas
Armadas Revolucionarias de quienes
el ERP 22 se siente hermanos porque
juntos hemos combatido, y juntos he-
mos derramado la sangre de los me-
jores hijos de este pueblo.

Las masas utilizaran el FREJULI
como herramienta de lucha para afir-
mar sus reivindicaciones, para pro-
clamar su derecho a una vida me-
jor, a la libertad de los guerrilleros
presos, a la independencia de su Pa-
tria, al cese de la explotacion del hom-
bre por el hombre y a la construc-
cion del socialismo.

Y es por esto que el ERP 22 de
Agosto llama al pueblo a derrotar
en las urnas a la dictadura, a tra-
vés del voto masivo a las listas del
FREJULI y a movilizarse para ga-
rantizar el cumplimiento de estas re-
ivindicaciones.

El camino senalado por Abal Me-

Rucci Stung by Coral

[The following telegram was re-
ceived March 8 by Juan Carlos Co-
ral, the presidential candidate of the
Trotskyist Partido Socialista de los
Trabajadores (Socialist Workers par-
ty). It was sent by José Rucci, the
leading Peronist trade-union bureau-
crat in Argentina, following a televi-
sion speech by Coral. Among other
things, Coral attacked the political po-
sitions of the Peronist movement. The
fact that a figure of Rucci's prom-
inence considered it necessary to make
a rather lengthy reply, which was giv-
en considerable publicity in the press,
indicates the impact of the PST elec-

dina, Ramus, Olmedo, Maestre, Bal-
dua, Pujals, Capello y tantos otros
martires de la Revolucion, es el ca-
mino definitivo para que la clase obre-
ra y el pueblo tomen el poder.

Ninguna bandera extrana ondeara
sobre esta tierra. Y eso lo garanti-
zamos los guerrilleros y el pueblo,
no los militares sin Patria que la pi-
sotean y la venden a pedazos todos
los dias al imperialismo extranjero.
Pero nuestra bandera ondeara en todo
esplendor en este suelo cuando nin-
gun nino carezca de pan y escuela,
ningin enfermo de un hospital, nin-
gun obrero de su derecho a vivir
con dignidad, ningun argentino de
su derecho irrevocable a ser dueno
de su destino, de su libertad y de
la soberania de su Patria.

Por esto lucha nuestro pueblo y por
esto las organizaciones armadas com-
batirdn hasta la victoria final.

Acerquémonos un paso mas a esa
victoria y también en las urnas de-
rrotemos a la dictadura.

Trabajadores: Un solo camino pa-
ra la toma del poder: La guerra del
pueblo. Una sola opcion para votar
el 11: El FREJULL

Viva la guerra y el socialismo.

Viva la unidad de accion de Mon-
toneros, FAR, ERP y ERP 22, van-
guardia del pueblo en su lucha por
la libertad.

Gloria a los martires de Trelew que
como Eduardo Capello murieron pa-
ra asegurar la posibilidad de que
otros vivan con dignidad.

EJERCITO REVOLUCIONARIO
DEL PUEBLO 22 DE AGOSTO

Comando Eduardo Capello

's Attack on Peronists

toral campaign among the rank and
file of the Argentine labor movement.]

* * *

Out of consideration for the millions
of workers I represent and in order
not to give any appearance of a guilty
silence, I have decided to answer you.
At the conference of the Confederacion
General Econémica [General Econom-
ic Confederation] you once again
made it your business to talk about
the national leadership of the union
movement, calling its heads bureau-
crats. Likewise, you had insulting
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RUCCI: Took offense at Coral's criticisms.

things to say about the Peronist move-
ment that were in the same vein as
some recent remarks by Ernesto San-
martino |a reactionary politician who
supported the 1955 military coup
against Peron and who opposes the
current elections from an ultrarightist
position].

This kind of coincidence started
back in 1955 when power was usurped
from the people. Enemies of the people
can come in various hues but they
can never change their stripes. I would
remind you of your record and that
anyone who for political gain sets
himself up falsely as representing the
feelings of the workers is either a
cheap liar or a servant of the very
interests he claims to be fighting,
whose watchword is "divide and con-
quer."

Never forget that the old game of
winning elections by campaign dice
games, barbecues, and concerts is a
thing of the past and that the workers
have long memories. They know who
their enemies and the allies of their
enemies are, and that even though
a party of such elements may ille-
gitimately style itself a workers' party,
it is far from being an organization
of the workers and their allies. In
the current process of institutional nor-
malization [moving from a military
dictatorship to an elected government|,
it is no use to pretend to be some-
thing; you must actually be some-
thing. And your conftribution in play-
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ing politics puts you among those
who are nothing.

Although you—and like you, I re-
peat, Ernesto Sanmartino — persist in
disregarding it, the workers' move-
ment, organized in unions from the
ranks up, has been struggling for
some time for the liberation of the
people. This struggle is conceived
within the framework of a perfectly
clear political strategy that has the
full support of everybody in the CGT
[Confederacion General del Trabajo

— General Confederation of Labor].
This strategy is summed up in the
platform of the Frente Justicialista de
Liberacion [FREJULI — Liberation
Front for Social Justice, the Peronist
electoral front|, whose candidate for
the highest office is Dr. Héctor J. Cam-
pora.

Signed: José Ignacio Rucci. My cre-
dentials are that I am a worker chosen
by the Argentine workers' movement
to be the general secretary of the CGT.
I don't know what yours are. O

Developing Situationof Dual Power in Chile

[The following article was published
in the February 1973 issue of Re-
volucibn Permanente, the organ of the
Partido  Socialista Revolucionario
(PSR — Revolutionary Socialist party),
Chilean section of the Fourth Inter-
national, under the title "JAPs (Juntas
de Abastecimiento y Control de Pre-
cios — Food Supply and Price Control
Associations) and Comandos Popu-
lares (Popular Commands): Embryos
of Workers' Power."

[The translation is by Intercontinen-
tal Press.|

Through its finance minister, Fer-
nando Flores, the government an-
nounced |on January 11] a series of
drastic measures to deal with the acute
problem of food supplies and the
black market.

Aside from whatever conjunctural
considerations related to the coming
legislative elections in March may
have motivated this action by the UP
[Unidad Popular —Popular Unity]
government, the cause must be sought
in the serious economic crisis that is
causing desperation among broad
layers of the petty bourgeoisie and
even of the proletariat and the work-
ing people as a whole, with the result-
ing erosion of the government's — and
ultimately the UP's—social support.

But basically, the roots of this gov-
ernmental decision lie in the fact that
the executive finds itself in an inde-
fensible situation, caught in the cross
fire between antagonistic classes in so-
ciety.

On the one hand, there is an in-
solent and very powerful bourgeoisie
engaged in a full-scale, virulent po-

litical offensive in its desire to regain
control of all the power. This bour-
geoisie, rather than being satisfied by
the conciliatory attitude of the UP
leadership, demands more and more,
and prepares its leading cadres and
its methods for dealing the final blow
to the UP. This is what the lessons of
the October crisis show.

Dual Power

Facing it is a workers' movement
that has not suffered any defeat as
a class, that is strong and determined,
and that in spite of its general sup-
port for the UP resolutely presses
ahead on the road toward national-
izing industry and creating basic or-
gans of workers' power, resulting in
conflicts with the government itself.

A situation of dual power prevails
in Chilean society. This cannot help
but be a transitory and unstable stage.
The opposing classes cannot settle the
problem of power in the idyllic and
peaceful electoral arena, despite the
government's effort to transform itself
into an arbiter of the class struggle
by attempting to place itself above
it in a Bonapartist role that demo-
bilizes and ties the hands of the pro-
letariat, leaving it at the mercy of
the bourgeoisie. The question of power
will be settled through class confron-
tation. In this regard, the death rattle
of the policy of a "Chilean road" can
already be heard.

What Flores Did Not Say

These are the deepgoing social
causes that prompted the Flores state-
ment. After characterizing the short-
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ages as a problem that is political
in nature and brought on by the ac-
tions of imperialism and the national
bourgeoisie, the government an-
nounced a series of important mea-
sures.

What is obvious is that Flores did
not unravel the underlying causes of
the phenomenon, namely: the existence
of a capitalist economy that prevents
socialist planning but which, in view
of the state take-overs and the struggle
of the workers to nationalize industry
and establish workers' control, does
not feel motivated to increase produc-
tion, and resorts to boycott; the ap-
pearance of a kind of bureaucratic
layer that is beginning to have dif-
ferent interests and goals from those
of the proletariat and that has trans-
formed itself into a platform for a
reformist policy and into an obstacle
that will be difficult to salvage for
the advancing revolutionary struggle;
and the demobilization and resulting
frustration of the working masses that
have been brought on by the UP lead-
ership. All this is what is behind the
deceitful policy of the government in
the face of the attack by the bour-
geoisie.

The measures that have been an-
nounced will, moreover, have no ef-
fect unless they go together with a
continuing expropriation of industry
and with the establishment of work-
ers' control—both of which, further-
more, will make possible an increase
in production.

Basically, what is being proposed
is state control over domestic trade
and the planning of distribution. In
achieving these goals the needs of each
family will be taken into considera-
tion. The programming of such needs
will be the responsibility of the Co-
mandos Comunales [Municipal Com-
mands] and the JAPs, which will be
under the jurisdiction of the Secreta-
ria Nacional de Distribuciéon [Nation-
al Office for Distribution]. The JAPs
will not only report cases of specu-
lation, but will have the power to
take direct action to prevent it.

The organization of these basic
bodies will be extended throughout
the entire municipal unit and will in-
volve the participation of all inhabi-
tants and merchants. And although
they will not be forced to, it already
looks as though the merchant who
does not take part will find himself
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deprived of certain traditional advan-
tages, such as credit.

The Bourgeoisie Acknowledges the
Blow It Has Been Dealt

No sooner had the government's
statement been made than the bour-
geoisie touched off a campaign of
alarm. Its parties, its personalities,
and its press denounced the measures
proposed by the UP as the first steps
on the road to the dictatorship of
the proletariat. They charged the JAPs
and the Comandos Comunales with be-
ing organs of revolutionary power
existing outside the law and called
for "civil resistance” to prevent the pro-
posed plan from being implemented
and to prepare for a confrontation.

They were quite right. The JAPs
and the Comandos Comunales are,
indeed, embryos of workers' power
that, by consistently carrying out the
policy announced by the finance min-
ister, will take on great importance
since they will involve broad layers
of the working class and will press
forward with the struggle against the
bourgeoisie by going beyond the nar-
row framework of the parties belong-
ing to the UP.

Revolutionary Conclusions

The class struggle will be intensified
and the workers' movement strength-
ened through the application of the
government's plan. We are on the

right course. The decisive confronta-
tion is drawing near.

But if they are to accomplish their
tasks, the JAPs and the Comandos
Comunales must eliminate any trace
of bureaucracy, become democratic,
and seek out the criticisms and opin-
ions of the masses, who are the ones
who must decide how the supplies are
to be allocated —namely, by deliver-
ing a quota of the scarce goods to
the consumers by means of rationing,
without requiring them to pay for
those that are in plentiful supply.

The government announcement can-
not remain a simple statement of in-
tention; the masses must see to it that
it is applied.

In taking on this task, the workers'
movement suffers from one weakness:
It lacks a revolutionary leadership.
The UP has demonstrated its reform-
ist character, its revolutionary verbal-
ism, its scorn for action by the ex-
ploited, its weak and conciliatory at-
titude toward the bourgeoisie, and its
inconsistencies. Revolutionists must
not be content to point up the pos-
itive sides of the government's pro-
posals, nor to warn against the lim-
itations of the UP leadership. We must
resolutely take part in the rank-and-
file organizations of the workers, in
the JAPs, and in the Comandos Co-
munales in order to urge the workers'
struggles forward, to form organs of
proletarian power, to help form a true
revolutionary leadership in the heat
of the struggle, to defeat and destroy
the bourgeois regime, and to unflinch-
ingly advance toward socialism. O

Lessons of the October Crisis in Chile

[The following analysis of the class
polarization in Chile was published
in the February 1973 issue of Re-
volucion Permanente, the organ of the
Partido Socialista Revolucionario
(PSR — Revolutionary Socialist par-
ty), the Chilean section of the Fourth
International. The translation is by
Intercontinental Press.]

* * *

The political paro [strike, shutdown
of operations| declared by the bour-
geois sectors during the month of Oc-
tober, as well as the solution that
was found to this conflict, provides
the workers' movement and its van-

guard elements with important expe-
riences. A correct evaluation of what
happened is indispensable for the suc-
cess of the advance toward political
power.

The paro showed that the bourgeoi-
sie is suffering from a profound struc-
tural weakness. It was unable to mo-
bilize proletarian and peasant layers,
and thus was unable to bring the
country to an economic standstill. In
spite of its apparent unity, the exis-
tence of deep contradictions between
the different bourgeois parties and sec-
tors was revealed; while taken as a
whole their goal is the same—to de-
feat the proletariat—they differ over
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the tactics that can best accomplish
this.

The hard-line sector — represented
by Patria y Libertad [Fatherland and
Liberty|, the National party, and a
minority of the Christian Democrats
—looked to the use of force as a way
out, but they did not succeed in rally-
ing behind them the bourgeoisie as
a whole.

Other bourgeois sectors, for the most
part the DC [Democracia Cristiana—
Christian Democracy], are seeking a
solution that will involve no greater
social costs to themselves, but will
allow them to regain control over the
instruments of power that they have
lost. They are trying to bog the gov-
ernment down in the limitations im-
posed by the constitution and legality,
to wear it down by taking advan-
tage of its inability to resolve the coun-
try's economic problems, and to "dem-
ocratically" take control again of the
state apparatus.

This latter approach is the one that
has prevailed. In spite of everything,
it is clear that the bourgeois class has
no# definitively resolved its problem
of leadership and is pressing its par-
ties to seek new forms of organization
and expression.

What stands out against this back-
ground as the basic and decisive les-
son that we must learn is the fact
that this divided bourgeoisie will be
confronting a united and combative
proletariat that, above the heads of
its present political leaders, clearly
posed the question of power and
adapted and created mechanisms in
an effort to achieve this goal; in ac-
tion, it crystallized an attempt at dual
power, which clearly showed that the
workers have decided to enter into
the struggle with determination. It was
only the compromise and retreat of
the government and the UP parties
that, for the time being, held back
this thrust. Demonstrating its lack of
confidence in and fear of the masses,
the government had to accept the ar-
bitration of the armed forces.

The most obvious effect of the entry
of the military into the cabinet is the
loss of the hegemony of the workers'
parties in the government, with all
the political ramifications that this in-
volves. By accepting military arbitra-
tion, which in the final analysis means
directly accepting bourgeois tutelage,
it is the government itself that is turn-
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ing into an arbiter, dangerously plac-
ing itself above classes and acquiring
Bonapartist features; not even the
presence of two "workers' ministers,"
representatives of the CUT [Central
Unica de Trabajadores — Workers
Central Union|, can counteract the na-
ture of this new physiognomy.

Only the bourgeoisie has gained
from this. It has done so by succeed-
ing in bringing about the formation
of a cabinet of "social peace," which
means peace in order to preserve the
bourgeois system, while it is expected
that the proletariat will remain on
the sidelines, behave itself in the fac-
tories, and increase production, while
attempting to prevent any increase in
its consciousness and any consolida-
tion of its basic organs of power.

The government and the UP insist
on sticking to their peaceful road to
socialism. But the proletariat is be-
coming aware of the fact that this
is not its road. This is demonstrated
by nothing less than the fact that it
is creating organs of power like the

Comandos Comunales [Municipal
Commands], Cordones Proletarios
[Proletarian Cordons], Coordinating

Committees, etc.

The most important lesson of the
paro has been the fact that it raised
the problem of power. The choice is
clear: Either workers' power will be
developed, leading the proletariat to
the taking of power, or the initiative
will be left in the hands of the bour-
geoisie, giving it the best conditions
in which to defeat the proletariat. And
this has clearly been understood by
the workers, squatters, and peasants,
who are going beyond their present
reformist leaderships and setting out
on the road to creating organs that
express their power.

In this context, a revolutionary lead-
ership is indispensable. Although we
cannot yet speak of the existence of
a vanguard party, the conditions for
its emergence fully exist. And the over-
riding task of revolutionists is to help
form it.

The political situation that is clearly
expressed in the causes, evolution, and
effect of the bosses' October paro pre-
sents revolutionists with important
tasks to foster the development of all
rank-and-file organs that tend toward
the formation and crystallization of
workers' power, building on the con-
crete experiences of the workers and

generating organs of dual power that
can stand up to the counteroffensive
of the bourgeoisie, and in the pro-
cess go beyond reformism in order to
achieve workers and peasants' power.

Within this context, the immediate
goals for which we must struggle are
the following:

1. The extension of workers' con-
trol, starting from the organs that
have already been created and rec-
ognized by the working class, such
as the Vigilance Committees.

2. Direct administration by the
workers in industries belonging to the
social sector of the economy.

3. Distribution and marketing di-
rectly through the JAPs. Demand the
expropriation of all concerns involved
in distribution.

4. Press for the formation and ex-
tension of the Cordones Proletarios,
Defense Committees, Municipal Coor-
dinating Committees, etc. Give these
bodies a centralized organizational
structure, thereby moving toward the
formation of a People's Assembly —
a genuine workers' parliament that
will take the leadership of society into
its own hands.

5. The formation of People's Mili-
tias focusing on key mass fronts. One
way of advancing this task is to re-
late it to the Municipal Coordinating
Committees and Defense Committees.

6. Deepen the anti-imperialist strug-
gle by demanding the expropriation
without compensation of companies
whose capital comes from abroad. In
addition, demand repudiation of the
foreign debt.

7. Expropriation without compensa-
tion of the big factories belonging to
the bourgeoisie.

8. Deepen the agrarian reform
through expropriation, without com-
pensation or loopholes, of the agrar-
ian bourgeoisie's land, regardless of
whether the landholder has eighty hec-
tares under basic irrigation or not.
Along with this, demand the nation-
alization of all land and that it be
turned over to the peasants for use

through the Consejos Comunales
Campesinos [Peasant Community
Councils].

9. Press for the formation of a Rev-
olutionary United Front as a step
toward the unification of the revolu-
tionary left, reaching agreement in ev-
ery workers' front on specific points
of agreement between the various or-
ganizations. O
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