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U.S. Planning Big Vietnam 
Presence After Cease-Fire 

SOc 

Bolivian Workers in Militant Strike 

Chilean Workers Advance 
While Allende Retreats 

Brandt Wins West German Vote 

Peron Preparing Groundwork 
for Accord With Military 



Venezuelan Parties 
'Redefine' Coalition 

Leaders of two Venezuelan left-wing 
parties, the Union Republicana Demo
cratica ( URD- Democratic Repub
lican Union) and the Fuerza Demo
cratica Popular (FDP- Popular Dem
ocratic Force), have called on all the 
country's leftist groups to attend an 
"umbrella gathering" to "redefine" the 
present Popular Unity coalition, a:c
cording to a United Press Internation.al 
dispatch from Caracas in the Novem
ber 23 issue of the New York Spanish
language daily El Diario-La Prensa. 
The URD had recently withdrawn its 
backing from the coalition, which goes 
by the name Nueva Fuerza (New 
Force). Its partners in the coalition 
were the Movimiento Electoral del 
Pueblo (MEP- People's Electoral 
Movement) and the Communist party. 

Groups invited to the meeting will 
include the MEP, the CP, the Movi
miento de Izquierda Revolucionaria 
(MIR- Movement of the Revolution
ary Left), the Movimiento al Social
ismo (MAS- Movement Toward So
cialism), and "other sectors considered 
to be progressive." Also invited are the 
presidential candidates Angel Paz Gal
arraga, leader of the MEP and Pop
ular Unity candidate; Jorge Dager of 
the FDP; and Jose Vicente Rangel of 
the MAS. 

The URD had given the Popular 
Unity coalition fifteen days to drop 
Paz, whose candidacy it felt would 
not inspire the voters in the elections 
scheduled for December 1973. In place 
of Paz, the URD had pressed for the 
selection of its own party head, J ovito 
Villalba, to be the Popular Unity can
didate. 

Ramon Tenorio, general secretary 
of the URD, said that the current in
vitation "is directed toward all progres
sive sectors in the country with the aim 
of coming up with a formula making 
possible a united candidacy of the 
left." 

"Up to yesterday," UPI reported, 
"the three presidential candidates of 
the left groups had refused to with
draw their candidacies, asserting that 
each one of them is the true repre
sentative of this political sector." 
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Banzer Forced to Back Down 

Bolivian Workers in Militant Strikes 
-For the second time in less than a 

month, the Bolivian military dictator
ship has been forced to make major 
concessions to the workers' organiza
tions that have been protesting the 
effects of sharp currency devaluation. 

A fresh round of militant strikes 
was touched off by government at
tempts to intimidate the labor move
ment. On November 22, the minister 
of the interior, Colonel Mario Adett 
Zamora, made a speech declaring that 
there were "extremists infiltrated in la
bor unions whose aim is to provoke 
a confrontation with the Government." 

A November 23 Reuters dispatch 
from La Paz noted: "Colonel Adett 
also warned that the Government 
would not tolerate any threats or ulti
matums from unions, which are de
manding wage increases to offset soar
ing prices caused by devaluation of 
the peso last month." 

The texile union called a twenty
four-hour strike to protest what la
bor leaders called "deliberate provo
cation against factory workers." 

After a night-long cabinet session, 
Colonel Adett announced that the gov
ernment was declaring a "state of 
siege" because an "open conspiracy 
against the government" had been dis
covered. 

The colonel "did not elaborate," Reu
ters reported. "But in a statement yes
terday the Government implicated 
many members of the Popular Assem
bly set up last year under the left
wing Government of President Juan 
Jose Torres Gonzales, in the current 
labor unrest. Some of those named 
are labor leaders." 

During the night of November 22-
23, tanks and armored cars sur
rounded the texile district, assault cars 
took up positions in working-class 
neighborhoods, and the repressive 
forces arrested a number of workers' 
leaders. The news director of a local 
radio station was also arrested, but 
quickly released. 

However, the workers were not in
timidated. "Strike leaders met with 
President Hugo Banzer Suarez," a No
vember 24 AP dispatch from La Paz 
reported, ''but announced later that 
there could be no solutions so long 
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BANZER: The Bolivian "gorilla" is forced 
to make concessions. 

as the troops remained outside the 
factories and labor union members 
remained in custody." 

At the same time, the wives of the 
striking workers threatened to go on 
a hunger strike until the imprisoned 
unionists were released. 

In their surrounded factories the tex
tile workers barricaded the doors and 
windows and vowed to "remain until 
the ultimate consequences." 

Some 8,000 bank and insurance 
company employees declared a gener
al, unlimited strike in protest against 
the arrest of two of their leaders. The 
Federaci6n Nacional de Trabajado
res de Comercio y Ramas Afines de 
Bolivia (National Confederation of 
Store Workers and Similar Trades of 
Bolivia) called its members out on 
an indefinite strike in support of the 
bank workers. 

The government's note replying to 
the demands of the Confederaci6n de 
Trabajadores Faoriles de Bolivia 
(Confederation of Factory Workers of 
Bolivia) for releasing the prisoners 

took a rather equivocal tone. It de
clared that the security measures 
would remain in effect "as long as 
the disruptions continue and normal 
work is not resumed." But at the same 
time, it suggested the possibility of 
concessions. "At all times the govern
ment has shown full understanding 
for the demands of the workers in 
accordance with a deep sense of social 
responsibility." 

The statement indicated the govern
ment wanted to carry out a selective 
repression: "Unfortunately some lead
ers and some rank-and-file .vorkers 
have not understood this attitude and 
are adopting political positions that 
have nothing to do with trade-union 
activity and are taking precipitate and 
illegal steps." 

The minister of information, Guiller
mo Fortuk admitted: "There are a fair 
number of prisoners." But, he said: 
"The security forces are at work sort
ing out the trade unionists from the 
political leaders involved in trying to 
exploit labor unrest for the purposes 
of a subversive plot." 

But on November 24 the tanks were 
withdrawn from around the textile fac
tories. And on November 25, the gov
ernment seems to have yielded to the 
rest of the workers' demands: "Ten
sion eased here today," a November 
25 AP dispatch reported from La Paz, 
"as thousands of workers ended a crip
pling two-day strike in return for the 
release of 18 arrested companions and 
a promise of wage negotiations." 

It is not yet entirely clear if the gov
ernment is still holding any of the 
jailed unionists. But it is apparent 
that the workers have won a major 
victory against the government's poli
cy of intimidation and victimization. 
And at this point, it does not look 
like the Banzer junta is going to be 
any more successful than previous 
bourgeois regimes either in solving 
the chronic economic crisis of the 
country or in suppressing a militant 
and battle-hardened workers' move-
ment. D 

Dacca Sentences Ex-Governor 
Dr. A.M. Malik, who was governor of 

"East Pakistan" from September to Decem
ber 1971, was convicted November 10 by 
a Dacca court on charges of having waged. 
war against Bangladesh. He was sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Malik is the first major 
Pakistani official to be convicted for his 
role in the genocidal war against the East 
Bengali people. 
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Lanusse Finds Attitude 'Very Positive' 

Peron laying Basis for Pact With Military 
By David Thorstad 

"The basic problem is the name of 
the next President. The rest is rhetoric," 
said Peronist labor leader Juan Ta
cone, commenting on the return of 
Juan Peron to Argentina November 
17. 

Although ten days after Peron's ar
rival the question remained unre
solved as to who might be the pres
idential candidate acceptable to both 
the ruling military junta and most 
civilian political forces, both sides ap
peared to be aiming toward reaching 
agreement on the matter. 

On November 20, Peron met with 
some fifty political, trade-union, and 
business leaders representing twenty
two political parties in an attempt to 
forge some semblance of unity among 
civilian forces as a preliminary step 
to directly negotiating with the mil
itary government. Although ''little sub
stantive progress" was made, accord
ing to Joseph Novitski in the N ovem
ber 26 New York Times, Peron an
nounced following the meeting, "We 
have reached a united attitude repre
senting the whole of Argentine civilian 
society." 

The Peronists, reported Novitski, 
presented a six-point demand to the 
other political forces at the meeting. 
This included cancellation of the pro
vision disqualifying Peron as a pres
idential candidate, an end to the state 
of siege that has been in effect for 
more than three years, freedom for 
political prisoners, equal access to 
mass media, clean elections, and some 
changes in the military's detailed elec
tion rules. 

Two days later, President Alejandro 
Lanusse described Peron's return as 
a ''very positive" contribution to La
nusse's plan for a "great national 
agreement" on returning the country 
to civilian rule, according to a re
port from Lewis Diuguid in the No
vember 23 Washington Post. "As far 
as I can judge," the dictator told a 
news conference, "the arrival of Pe
ron and his behavior since then have 
been very positive, and I hope it will 
continue this way." He also an
nounced, according to Diuguid, that 
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the state of siege would be lifted in 
December "if the current calm contin
ues." 

On November 25, Peron held a news 
conference in which he issued a state
ment that, Novitski observed, "put him 
very close to the public position adopt
ed by the military Government- with 
only the question of his candidacy, 
which is disqualified by the present 
rules, openly dividing them." 

"I believe that right now the most 
prudent thing to be done would be 
to call free, pure elections, without 
conditions or proscriptions," Peron 
said. "Carry out those elections and 
transfer power to a constitutional gov
ernment, to the party that wins the 
elections, to the man elected in those 
elections." 

Although Lanusse has said that he 
could not rule out the possibility that 
the August 25 residency deadline bar
ring Peron's candidacy would be re
scinded, he says to do so would re
quire agreement by all parties. The 
Peronists, meanwhile, are reportedly 
insisting on cancellation of the pro
vision not so much so that Peron can 
run, but rather as a "point of honor." 
Once rescinded, wrote Novitski, "Mr. 
Peron would have a chance to resign 
in what they called 'a historic ges
ture.'" 

A source reported to be a close col
laborator of Peron in Madrid, his 
place of exile, told Le Monde corre
spondent Jose-Antonio Novais that Pe
ron's aim in returning to Argentina 
was to attempt to put together a move
ment of national unity that could 
reach a peaceful understanding with 
the military. As quoted in the No
vember 18 issue of the Paris daily, 
this source remarked: "For a plan of 
national reconstruction to be effective, 
one must be able to count on a na
tional movement." Such a movement, 
he added, would be led by a commit
tee representing various groups sup
porting a common program encom
passing the next fifteen years. "In this 
way," he said, "we want to pring to
gether a genuine electoral majority 
that would make it feasible for Pe-

ron to negotiate with the armed forces, 
from whom he would attempt to ob
tain collaboration on reaching an 
agreement between civilian and mil
itary forces." 

On the sticking point of who the 
next joint presidential candidate would 
be, the source indicated that Peron was 
prepared to be quite flexible in order 
to reach an agreement with Lanusse. 
He is reportedly ready to propose 
the following four alternatives: 

"1. Peron would be the candidate 
if Lanusse canceled the residence pro
vision recently added to the constitu
tion that prevents him from running; 

"2. The presidential candidate could 
be a military man (on the condition 
that he be a Peronist and that he be 
acceptable to the armed forces), with 
a Peronist civilian holding the post 
of vice president; 

"3. The presidential candidate could 
be a Peronist civilian, acceptable to the 
military, with the vice presidency go
ing to someone who does not belong 
to the Peronist movement; 

"4. Peron would designate as pres
idential candidate someone from out
side the ranks of the Peronist party, 
in which case the vice presidential can
didate would be a Peronist freely elect
ed by the movement." 

Peron was quite conciliatory, even 
expansive, when questioned on his 
plans during his November 25 news 
conference. "I could renounce every
thing if doing so meant that I would 
be serving the interests of my country," 
he stated, according to a United Press 
International report in the November 
27 issue of the New York Spanish
language daily El Diario-La Prensa. 

Meanwhile, the Buenos Aires daily 
La Razon reported November 25 that 
Peron has invited ex-presidents Edel
miro J. Farrel, Arturo Frondizi, Jose 
Maria Guido, Arturo Illia, Roberto 
Marcelo Levingston, and Juan Carlos 
Ongania to meet with him. Farrel, 
Frondizi, and Levingston were said 
to have accepted. 0 

Peking Pralines 

Those who like sweets and candies are 
no longer "slaves to bourgeois habits," re
ports the Peking correspondent of the Yugo
slav magazine Tanjug. Sweets, tea, and cig
arettes are now freely offered on Chinese 
trains. The overzealous bureaucrats who 
had forbidden consumption of such things 
during the cultural revolution have been 
branded "ultraleftists" by the Communist 
party press. 
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Bombing of North Vietnam Intensifies 

U.S. Planning to Stay in South Vietnam 

By Jon Rothschild 

For more than five weeks peace has 
been "at hand." On November 24, af
ter meeting six times in secret talks 
with chief North Vietnamese negotia
tor Le Due Tho, presidential errand 
boy Henry Kissinger flew back to 
Washington to confer with his boss. 
It was four weeks and one day after 
he had promised the American people 
that only a few "linguistic difficulties" 
that could be cleared up in "one ses
sion" lasting "three or four days" re
mained to be settled. 

"It was clear that the negotiations 
this week have been considerably 
more difficult than those Kissinger 
and Mr. Nixon predicted a month 
ago," Flora Lewis incisively observed 
in the November 26 New York Times. 

In face of widespread rumors that 
the talks had reached an impasse, 
U. S. government officials were quick 
to deny that anything out of the or
dinary was afoot. The two sides were 
still "seriously negotiating," according 
to press secretary Ronald Ziegler, and 
there had been ::no deviation" in Nix
on's view that no agreement should 
be signed until it was "right." Zieg
ler declined to explain what further 
negotiating procedures were necessary 
or what had been discussed by Tho 
and Kissinger. The Paris talks are 
scheduled to resume on December 4, 
but it was not reported that Tho and 
Kissinger would necessarily meet 
again on that date. 

Because the negotiations are pro
ceeding through secret diplomacy, no 
certain information about what spe
cific questions are holding up the 
settlement has been forthcoming. There 
are indications, however, that at least 
one major issue remains the question 
of North Vietnamese troops in South 
Vietnam. On November 25 Nhan 
Dan, the newspaper of North Viet
nam's Communist party, stated that 
"there can be no peace without rec
ognition of the principles'' embodied 
in the nine-point accord released by 
Radio Hanoi on October 26. The pa
per specifically referred to "respect for 
the military clauses" of the agreement 
and quoted a section providing for 
negotiation between the "two Vietnam-
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ese parties" on "reduction" and "demo
bilization" of forces to be conducted 
after the cease-fire and without for
eign interference. 

The article was interpreted as con
firmation of the speculation that the 
United States was continuing to de
mand that Hanoi withdraw at least 
some of its troops from the South 
and that North Vietnam was contin
uing to resist that demand. 

While the Paris haggling went on, 
there was no letup in the U.S. pound
ing of North Vietnam's southern pan
handle. In fact, during the week Kis
singer was talking "seriously" to Le 
Due Tho, B-52 raids on the North 
reached a new level of intensity. Dur
ing the twenty-four-hour period end
ing at noon November 25 fourteen 
B-52 missions were flown against the 
North. During the weeks preceding 
the talks the bombing level had been 
averaging five to six missions a day. 

A mission normally involves three 
planes, each of whfch carries twenty
four to thirty tons of explosives. Four
teen missions thus amounts to about 
1,100 tons of bombs, in this case all 
of them dropped on a relatively small 
geographic area. Was the sudden in
tensification of the bombing exactly 
during the week of the "final" round 
of talks intended as a message to the 
Hanoi leaders, a portent of what to 
expect if they refused to capitulate to 
the latest U. S. blackmail? 

There is reason to believe that such 
might be the case. Concurrently with 
the escalation of the bombing, U.S. 
officials revealed that American mil
itary forces in Thailand will be bol
stered in preparation for possible fresh 
attacks on Indochina. 

In the November 25 New York 
Times James P. Sterba reported that 
the current U.S. troop level in Thai
land -40,000 -will be maintained 
"for a period of months and perhaps 
longer after a Vietnam settlement." Un
identified "senior officials" in Bang
kok told Sterba that a "significant 
American military presence able to 
respond in an armed way" to events 
in Indochina would mean the indef-

inite stationing of U. S. fighter-bomb
ers and B-52 s in Thailand. 

"Some United States Army and 
counterinsurgency experts would con
tinue to train specialists from Laos, 
Cambodia and possibly South Viet
nam if a peace agreement prohibited 
the presence of American military men 
in those countries," Sterba added. 

But U. S. imperialism has no in
tention of restricting its base of op
erations to Thailand. In the Novem
ber 27 New York Times, Fox Butter
field reported that "American officials 
[in Saigon] ... are secretly planning 
a major postwar presence of United 
States civilians in Vietnam, with many 
of them doing jobs formerly done by 
the military." 

The civilians will apparently func
tion under Defense Department con
tract and will "do everything from 
running the South Vietnamese mili
tary's personnel and logistics com
puters to teaching the Vietnamese Air 
Force how to fly and maintain newly 
provided planes and repairing the 
complex military communications net
work left behind by the United States 
Army." 

Some 5,000 of these "technical ad
visers" are already in South Vietnam, 
Butterfield reported. The rest are ar
riving in Saigon "almost daily." 

The ubiquitous "senior American of
ficials" claim that the influx of civil
ian aggressors violates neither the let
ter nor the spirit of the proposed Tho
Kissinger agreement. But they refuse 
to supply information on what u.s. 
plans are. "It might upset the Paris 
negotiations," one official said, "and 
it's just not in the national interest 
to have these things known." 

Most of the civilians will apparently 
be attached to private U. S. companies 
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that have been awarded "cost-plus" 
contracts by government agencies. (A 
cost-plus contract stipulates that the 
more money a company spends on 
a project, the more profit it is guar
anteed by the government. Some cyn
ics have suggested that this gives cor
porations an incentive to waste large 
amounts of money and, in the present 
case, to import large numbers of "em
ployees" at taxpayer expense.) 

In addition to the new influx of 
technical advisers into South Vietnam, 
about 1,000 members of the Agency 
for International Development, which 
has been in charge of some U. S. "pac
ification" programs, will also remain 
in South Vietnam after the cease-fire. 

Hopefully, U. S. intentions to stay 
in South Vietnam under one pretext 
or another will be met by resistance 
from the liberation forces. In the No
vember 22 Washington Post Jacques 
Leslie reported that "Communist cad
res a few miles from Saigon are con
tinuing to hold nighttime meetings tell
ing villagers to prepare for an im
minent cease-fire." 

Residents of Tanan, a provincial 
capital twenty-five miles southwest of 
Saigon, attended their first meeting 
on October 15, according to Leslie. 
"Villagers were given detailed instruc
tions, the residents said. They called 
for the organization of demonstrations 
against the South Vietnamese govern
ment, preparations of lists of people 
absent from their home villages, bur
ial of heavy weapons and display of 
Vietcong flags after the cease-fire." 

Tanan is the capital of Longan 
Province. Its northeast boundary is 
ten miles from Saigon's center, and 
it extends twenty-five miles to the 
southwest. Leslie's sources told him 
that all seven districts of Longan had 
been the scenes of similar meetings 
and that they had occurred in other 
provinces in the Mekong Delta area. 

"The details which the villagers gave 
of the meetings and their unusual 
openness in describing them suggest 
that once again in these areas there 
are two administrations: the South 
Vietnamese government, which func
tions in the daytime, and the Viet
cong, or National Liberation Front, 
which appears at night." 

The instructions reportedly given the 
villagers of Tanan indicated that the 
local liberation forces intend waging 
a serious struggle for control after the 
cease-fire: 

Lists are to be drawn up of pris-
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A section of Hanoi devastated by U.S. bombing. 

oners of war, political prisoners, and 
lands destroyed by the Saigon gov
ernment; groups are to be established 
to build monuments for martyred 
NLF fighters; war widows and fam
ilies of dead soldiers are encouraged 
to organize antigovernment demon
strations; other demonstrations de
manding lowering of taxes and de
mobilization of the Saigon army are 
to be organized; villagers will initiate 
campaigns to convince Saigon sol
diers to desert and give their weapons 
to the NLF. 

People are to be chosen to bury 

heavy weapons in places where they 
can be recovered when necessary; vil
lagers will struggle to maintain the 
land given them under Thieu's land
to-the-people program; each family is 
to store excess rice for possible emer
gencies; delegations of villagers will 
demand the right to visit political pris
oners in the Saigon jails. 

The Thieu regime has made it clear 
that it regards any of the above ac
tions as Communist activity punish
able by his police. And if the Viet
namese people object to that evalua
tion, the U.S. bombers are ready. D 

Deutscher Prize Won by Walton and Gamble 
The Isaac Deutscher Memorial Prize 

for 1972 hns been awarded to Paul 
Walton and Andrew Gamble for their 
book From Alienation to Surplus 
Value (Sheed and Ward, London, 
1972 ). The prize, first presented in 
1969 to Martin Nicolaus, confers a 
monetary award of £100. 

Paul Walton is a twenty-seven-year
old lecturer in sociology at the Uni
versity of Bradford. Andrew Gamble, 
twenty-four years old, is a tutor in 
economics at Cambridge University. 

The next Isaac Deutscher Memorial 
Prize will be awarded in the autumn 
of 1973. Works, whether published 
or in typescript, should be submitted 
by May 1, 1973, to: The Isaac 
Deutscher Memorial Prize, cj o Lloyd 
Banks, 68 Warwick Sq., London SW 
1, England. 

This year's jury consisted of Perr 
Anderson, E. H. Carr, Tamara 
Deutscher, Eric Hobsbawm, Monty 
Johnstone, and Ralph Miliband. D 
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Swedish Government Refuses to Get Involved 

Kennecott Sues Chile in Swedish Court 
"The American Kennecott Corpora

tion has begun an international cam
paign against us," explained Maria 
Isabel Camus, sales manager for the 
Chilean state-owned copper company, 
Codelco, recently. "If Kennecott 
emerges victorious from this struggle, 
Chile will be forced into starvation. 
Today we are getting by only a month 
at a time. We can't get loans any
where. We have to be able to sell 
our copper to get the revenues we 
need to go on living." 

After suing in a French court last 
October to prevent payment to Chile 
for a delivery of copper to a French 
firm, Kennecott has now brought a 
similar suit in the Swedish court in 
Vasteras, where the Granges Essem 
company is located. By the end of 
November, Granges Essem is sched
uled to receive 1,500 tons of Chilean 
copper. 

heter, was that the state has no special 
status different from that of a private 
individual and that it could also be 
sued in court. In addition; it asserted 
that the state could not influence the 
decision of the courts. 

Swedish Commerce Minister Kjell 
Olof Feldt explained that the Swedish 
government recognized the right of 
every country to sovereignty over its 
natural resources and the right of ev
ery country to nationalize them. "But 
what is at stake here is compensa
tion for nationalization of such re
sources. The government cannot get 
involved in a legal dispute of this 
nature," he was quoted by Dagens 
Nyheter as saying. 

Sweden annually imports some 60,-

Chile 

000 tons of copper, most of it from 
Chile, Peru, Zambia, and Zaire. 

During the past year, the American 
copper giants have considerably re
duced their copper stockpiles, thereby 
increasing the supply on the world 
market, noted Mats Hallgren in Da
gens Nyheter. As a result, the price 
of copper has fallen sharply and is 
presently at a record low. This, as 
well as the fact that one of the giants, 
Kennecott, has recently carried its an
ti-Chile campaign into the bourgeois 
courts, represents a serious threat to 
Chile's economic stability and to the 
future of the Popular Unity regime 
of Salvador Allende. 

"We will fight to retain our markets 
in Europe and Japan," stated Maria 
Isabel Camus. "We will defend our 
case before the courts of whatever 
country Kennecott chooses in its at
tempt to place an embargo on our 
copper. It belongs to us. We legally 
nationalized the copper mines." D 

A decision by the Swedish court is 
still being awaited. Meanwhile, on No
vember 8, the first delivery of the 
ordered Chilean copper, amounting 
to 140 tons worth 700,000 kronor 
(approximately U.S. $145,000), ar
rived in the Stockholm harbor on the 
Russian freighter Nikolai Krilenko. It 
is to be shipped directly to Granges 
Essem. 

Opposition Wins Two University Posts 

Payment for the shipment, however, 
will not go directly to Chile as long 
as the case is tied up in the courts. 
If the decision is appealed, this could 
be as long as one or two years. If 
Chile does not receive immediate pay
ment, it is not expected to be able to 
continue making deliveries to private 
companies in Sweden in cases where 
the bourgeois courts can, in effect, 
hijack its goods. 

It was in an attempt to avoid such 
a situation that the Chilean govern
ment requested that the Swedish gov
ernment itself become the purchaser of 
the Chilean copper destined for Swe
den, thereby guaranteeing that Chile 
would obtain proper payment for it. 
On November 13, Chilean authorities 
were informed that the Swedish 
government refused to get involved. 
The reason the government gave for 
its decision, according to the N ovem
ber 14 Stockholm daily, Dagens Ny-
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The anti-Allende opposition has 
won control of two important posts 
at the University of Concepcion in 
Chile, according to an Associated 
Press dispatch in the November 22 
issue of the New York Spanish-lan
guage daily El Diario. The results 
were considered somewhat of an up
set because the university is a strong
hold of pro-Popular Unity forces and 
of the left in general. 

The victorious opposition candidates 
were Carlos Von Plessing, professor 
of chemistry, and Lorenzo Gonzalez, 
professor of mathematics. They were 
elected rector and vice rector, respec
tively. Both had the backing of the 
Frente Universitario (University 
Front), an alliance of opposition par
ties and groups. 

The results for rector, according to 
AP, were: Von Plessing, 5,846; Galo 
Gomez of the Socialist Party, the Pop
ular Unity candidate, 5,285; and 
Francisco Brevis of the MIR (Movi
miento de Izquierda Revolucionaria 
-Movement of the Revolutionary 
Left), 1,594. 

The results for vice rector were: 

Gonzalez, 5, 187; Ennio Vivaldia, So
cialist, 4,988; and Eduardo Lawrence 
of the MIR, 1,853. 

Von Plessing will be replacing 
Edgardo Enriquez of the Radical Par
ty, one of the groups belonging to the 
Popular Unity coalition. 

"The progovernment press had ex
pressed confidence that its candidates 
would win," AP reported. "The offi
cial organ of the Communist party, 
El Siglo, said at the beginning of the 
voting the day before yesterday that 
the official candidates were 'favored 
to win.'" D 

U.S. Less Conservative 
According to pollster Louis Harris 

writing in the November 27 New York 
Post, a recent survey of 1,648 households 
fails to support postelection speculation that 
U. S. public opinion is moving to the right. 
"Over-all, the number who view themselves 
as 'conservative' or 'middle-of-the-road' still 
make up 69 percent of the public," said 
Harris. "But this is down from 75 per cent 
five years ago. Correspondingly, the num
ber who say they are 'liberals' or 'radi
cals' has risen from 15 to 22 per cent." 
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Lessons of the Chilean October 

Workers Move Forward as Allende Retreats 
By Gerry Foley 

"We found out that a joint military 
and civilian cabinet had been formed. 
Nobody consulted us. Why? We poor 
people in the cities and the country
side have been good enough for some 
things. . . . If we had not been pre
pared, if we had not been ready, our 
compaflero presidente would have had 
to pack his bags as fast as Goulart 
did, as fast as rulers must who do 
not have the people behind them. But 
we were there, producing, transport
ing, guarding, distributing, organiz
ing so that the country wouldn't shut 
down. We were there for the twenty
seven days of the crisis. If this isn't 
true, let our compaflero presidente say 
so. It was the physical presence of 
millions of workers that kept him in 
power. It was we who kept him in 
power. The armed forces and deft ma
neuvering are good for many things, 
very significant things. But they can
not maintain a government without 
popular support. It was us, Comrade 
Allende." 

This was the left Socialist paper Au
rora de Chile's comment on the gov
ernmental changes that ushered in a 
shaky truce after more than three 
weeks of the ''bosses' strike" against 
the popular-front regime of Salvador 
Allende. It appeared in an article en
titled "Letter to Ourselves" in the No
vember 9 issue, which contrasted the 
triumph of the workers who mobilized 
to defeat the capitalist-sponsored at
tempt to paralyze the country, on the 
one hand, with the surrender of the 
president and the popular-front par
ties, on the other. 

On the night of November 2, after 
more than three weeks in which the 
workers had mobilized to run the 
economy themselves, Allende an
nounced that he was handing over 
three key positions in his cabinet to 
high-ranking military officers. The 
chief of staff of the armed forces, Gen
eral Carlos Prats Gonzalez, was given 
the Ministry of the Interior, and with 
it direct authority over the police and 
local government. The vital economic 
ministries of public works and trans
port were handed over respectively 
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to Admiral Ismael Huerta and Gen
eral Claudio Sepulveda Donoso. At 
the same time, the Ministry of Agri
culture went to Rolando Calderon 
Aranguiz, the general secretary of the 
country's main union federation, CUT 
(Central Unica de los Trabajadores
United Federation of Workers), and 
the Ministry of Labor to Luis Figue
roa Mazuela, a CUT leader and a 
member of the Communist party. The 
Ministry of Justice portfolio is held 
by Sergio Insunza Barrios, another 
member of the Communist party. 

Thus, the most politically sensitive 
posts went to representatives of the 
government parties, while the posi
tions of real power were taken by 
the military. 

The Socialist party reportedly op
posed giving the Ministry of the In
terior to General Prats. But this ru
mor was denied by Party Secretary 
Carlos Altamirano who said, accord
ing to the November 1 7 issue of the 
Montevideo weekly Marcha: "The So
cialist party has never objected to the 
presence of uniformed men in the cab
inet. That is a prerogative of the pres
ident." 

As for the backbone of the coali
tion, the Communist party, its opin
ion, reflected in the November 10 is
sue of its weekly magazine Hoy, 
seemed to be that the new cabinet 
was not divided against itself but rath
er the product of a deft and rather 
exciting new political combination. 

Hoy quoted a statement by Rado
miro Tomic, the 1970 presidential 
candidate of the major opposition par
ty, the Christian Democrats, and noted 
approvingly that that moderate stan
dard-bearer saw a possibility of the 
Chilean military following the "Peru
vian path." "It was Radomiro Tomic 
who was to cool the illusions of a 
section of the reactionaries. . . . He 
recalled in the same statement, widely 
published in the press, that 'there are 
already strong governments in our 
America that have set out on other 
roads to socialism than the Cuban 
or Chilean . . . What will happen here 
... ? Who knows?'" 

The same issue of Hoy carried an 
interview with the new minister of the 
interior, illustrated with five pictures 
of the uniformed general assuming 
different profiles. 

"The incorporation of three leaders 
of the armed forces into the Unidad 
Popular government is the most im
portant political development since 
Salvador Allende assumed the pres
idency on November 4, 1970," the 
Communist party magazine wrote. "It 
was important first of all because the 
inclusion of the military officers in the 
cabinet brought an abrupt end to the 
strike that for twenty-six days turned 
into the most serious challenge from 
the opposition in the two years of 
the people's government." 

It was noted that Prats received his 
military education at the U.S. armed 
forces officer training school at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas. At the same 
time, the Communist party magazine 
profusely praised the general's polit
ical acumen. It did not speculate on 
where he received his political train
ing: 

"Not even in a country so jealous 
of its 'traditions of noninvolvement' 
of the military in politics does it seem 
logical that a man could reach such 
a high level in the armed forces hier
archy without possessing political 
gifts. In his first acts as minister of 
the interior, General Prats has shown 
that he has a very fine political touch. 

"Immediately after taking his post, 
he skillfully turned around the inevi
table question of whether the entry 
of the military into the cabinet meant 
a compromise between the armed 
forces and the UR 

"'It is not a political compromise 
but pat~iotic cooperation in the inter
ests of social peace ... '" 

Further on Hoy returned to this 
theme: "But without doubt the mo
ment General Prats really demon
strated his political talents was in his 
comments at his first press conference 
as minister of the interior. Before re
plying to reporters, he made a state
ment that was as precise, subtly 
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turned, and, above all, as clear and 
coherent as the most experienced po
litical leader could offer. The same 
was true of his answers." 

In its report of General Prats's press 
conference, the same issue of Hoy 
wrote that the new minister of the 
interior had been "surprisingly hard, 
especially in dealing with the equivo
cations of the rightist press about the 
way the strike was settled." The Com
munist party magazine asked its read
ers to judge for themselves how clever
ly the general answered its questions. 

Some of General Prats's answers 
were clearly very carefully formulated, 
but they did not seem unprecedented 
for a military officer in his position. 
For example, when asked about CUT 
participation in the cabinet, he said: 

"This is a solution well suited to 
the present circumstances. The work
ers of the country have given an ex
ample of great civic responsibility dur
ing the strike campaign, and their 
social consciousness of the need for 
order and their dedication to produc
tion merit the respect of the military. 
The army has no class fixations. Its 
cadres reflect the social reality of Chile 
because they are drawn proportionate
ly from the various levels of the na
tional community." 

The CP magazine made no com
ment on this classical justification of 
the bourgeois armed forces playing 
the role of arbiter in social crises, 
an arbiter that has always resolved 
these crises in the interests of the dom
inant class. On another sensitive 
issue, it also did not question 
Prats's position; Hoy asked the gen
eral if he intended to apply the 
new arms-control law to the right
wing groups. Prats answered: 

"I don't distinguish among armed 
groups. The spirit of the arms-control 
law is to guarantee the public peace. 
It calls for removing the weapons 
banned by the law and taking them 
away also from authorized persons 
who do not observe the regulations 
for registering and carrying them, no 
matter who they are. Naturally, my 
duty is to enforce the law." Apparently 
this was reassuring enough for Hoy. 
It did not defend the workers' right 
to bear arms as the only guarantee 
of their conquests. 

In assessing the reaction of the right 
to the new cabinet, Hoy pointed up 
what it thought was the discomfiture 
of the conservatives in the face of 
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ALLENDE: Yields to the military while the 
workers press forward. 

Allende's new formula. "In a public 
statement, Patria y Libertad [Father
land and Freedom- the rightist direct
action organization] called on 'all Chi
leans without exception to remain on 
the alert against this new Communist 
strategy.'" 

The Patria y Libertad statement did 
say: "The composition of the cabinet 
does not indicate a desire to correct 
mistakes but rather the clear aim of 
pursuing a wrong and unpopular pol
icy." 

But the editorial in the November 9 
issue of the group's paper, also called 
Patria y Libertad, offered a more 
rounded view, which was apparently 
overlooked by the CP in its enthu
siasm for Allende's "daring" maneu
ver: 

"Unfortunately, the presence of the 
armed forces in the cabinet is no more 
than a temporary refuge in time of 
crisis. In fact, the presence of uni
formed men in the new cabinet is, 
we repeat, a guarantee for non-Marx
ist Chileans. But side by side with 
the officers are outstanding represen
tatives of extremist views who have 
gravely endangered the constitutional 
order. The coexistence between intran
sigent Marxist-Leninists . . . and 
high-ranking officers seems likely to 
be difficult and even impossible. One 

group will try to continue the transi
tional program leading the country 
to Marxist socialism through expro
priations, interventions, or seizures, 
seeking sanction only in legal loop
holes or a policy of faits accomplis; 
the others will try to force faithful 
observance of the existing laws and 
respect for the other legitimate branch
es of the state." (Emphasis in the orig
inal. "Other branches" refers to the 
legislature and the state bureaucracy, 
which are still controlled by the right.) 

In another article analyzing the new 
cabinet, a contributor to Patria y Li
bertad wrote: "And finally a mere ob
servation of the facts leads us to be
lieve that the temporary safeguard 
represented by the presence of the 
armed forces in the government can 
become a permanent one if the men 
in uniform realize fully- as we are 
sure they will- the responsibility that 
has fallen on their shoulders and that 
they cannot escape now by leaving 
the government." 

Thus, if the CP seemed to have great 
hopes in "original" formulas, the right 
at least was keeping its eyes firmly 
fixed on the fundamental class real
ities. 

The "Letter to Ourselves" in Aurora 
de Chile warned that Allende's new 
formula had solved nothing: 

"They [the cabinet) are going to re
turn the construction enterprises. They 
are going to return the stores. They 
are going to return some industries. 
Plants that were closed and locked, 
plants paralyzed by their owners, are 
going to be returned. We opened them, 
we made them produce, we organized 
their production, we alone, without 
the bosses and in spite of them. To
day they are going to return them. 
For twenty-seven days we proved that 
we didn't need bosses to make these 
plants function. And today they are 
going to return them. Who are the 
bosses? They are the enemies of the 
people. They are the fascists in col
lusion with the foreign imperialists, 
they are the ones who made a deal 
with ITT [which plotted the overthrow 
of the government], and now the gov
ernment comes and compromises with 
them, and turns the plants over to 
them- until the next bosses' strike. 

"Because we are sure that there is 
going to be another bosses' strike. 
The strike was called off but not end
ed, the rich said on Sunday night 
[November 5). We heard them clearly. 
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They said that this strike was only 
a skirmish, and that the fight is con
tinuing. We heard them clearly over 
the radio. Either the drones are go
ing to leave the honeycomb or they 
will come back to rule the country 
with blood and fire. It is us or the 
rich. . . . There is going to be an
other bosses' strike, and the govern
ment is handing the plants back to 
the fascists so that they can make 
another try .... 

"The big problem is that we are 
in those plants and we are not going 
to give them back. The government 
said for us to make these plants pro
duce, and we did, and now we are 
not going to give them back. What 
is the government going to do? Shoot 
us? ... 

"They didn't drive the rich out of 
the enclaves where they were holding 
the trucks. Are they going to drive 
us government supporters out of the 
plants? What a dilemma, compafiero 
presidente!" 

In accepting the new governmental 
formula, the Communist and Socialist 
parties refused to see such a dilemma. 
In its November 10 issue, Hoy said: 

"The main parties in the Unidad 
Popular government, the Communist 
and Socialist parties, accepted the par
ticipation of military officers in the 
cabinet on the following premises: (1) 
That this ... would conclude the sen
tence of death that the workers had 
decreed against the strike by their tu
multuous reaction; (2) that it would 
not mean any halt in carrying out 
the program of the Unidad Popular 
or (as the Socialist party statement 
stipulated) reversing the economic 
measures and sanctions decided dur
ing the strike." 

Hoy acl·.nowledged that bringing the 
military into the cabinet had been "a 
daring move, even in a country of 
original political formulas with a 
worldwide significance such as Chile." 
It cautiously noted that this solution 
was "still open to question." But it 
considered that the "fruits by which 
the new cabinet will be known began 
to ripen in the period General Prats 
set for the end of the strike- forty
eight hours. As the conditions came 
to light, they seemed to have a sweet 
taste for the government and a bitter 
one for the opposition." Hoy even sug
gested that the situation was now safe 
enough for Allende to go ahead with 
his travel plans: 

1330 

"And since the right was talking 
about a truce, President Allende 
seemed to decide to make his planned 
trip to Cuba, Mexico, the United Na
tions, and Moscow. Some add to this 
itinerary a 'technical' stopover in Ma
drid. This is an extremely important 
trip in the political and also the fi
nancial sense. But it will be a short 
one. It is to last less than fifteen days, 
so that permission from the congress 
will not be needed. The vice president? 
Minister-General Prats. Another loop 
of braid for a man who, although 
pledged by the constitution not to take 
a political position, remains in the 
very center of politics." In another 
place, Hoy upbraided the right for 
trying to woo the military with flat
tery. 

El Rebelde, the newspaper of the 
MIR (Movimiento de Izquierda Revo
lucionaria- Movement of the Revolu
tionary Left), criticized thegovernment 
parties very sharply in its November 
13 issue, denouncing the claims made 
in particular by the Communist party 
that the formation of the new govern
ment did not mean a retreat: 

"A few days ago, through the Min
istry of the Interior, Senor Prats pro
posed returning various construction, 
industrial, and commercial enter
prises that the workers had seized in 
the name of the people during the 
bosses' strike. 

"Along with this, he proposed to 
drop the cases against the gangsters 
who led the strike, to restore corpo
rate legal status to the capitalist con
dottieri, to limit the nationalization 
of transport and the big wholesale 
houses that was carried out to make 
these enterprises serve the people, and 
he threatened to repress the people's 
legitimate forms of mobilizing. 

"The minister of the interior did not 
say one word about the terrorism of 
the right, or about the crimes of the 
bosses in trying to shut the country 
down and starve it into submission, 
in seizing the public roadways and 
creating a commotion in the streets. 

"During the last week, the govern
ment proceeded to reprivatize CODI
NA [the wholesalers' combine seized 
by the workers during the strike], to 
return the trucks seized and the daily 
El Sur in Concepcion, as well as other 
enterprises. This demonstrates beyond 
any of the conciliationist arguments 
the reformists habitually use that the 
measures carried out by the UP-Gen-

erals government represent an objec
tive setback in the overall situation." 

In its November 7 issue, the MIR 
theoretical magazine Punta Final ana
lyzed the "cabinet of social peace" as 
representing the program of "that sec
tion of the bourgeoisie that has been 
trying since 1970 to reduce the UP 
to inaction by detaching the govern
ment from its class commitments and 
turning it into a moderating force in 
social struggles." 

Following a month of the most in
tense social conflict since the inaugu
ration of the Unidad Popular govern
ment, the dilemma of both the reform
ist government and the bourgeois op
position seemed clear. By a policy 
of economic sabotage and boycott, 
the capitalists and the imperialists 
have pushed the Allende government 
to retreat step by step from its com
mitments to the working class and 
poor people. In a desperate maneu
ver to sidestep the fundamental class 
contradictions, the UP government 
has thrown itself on the mercy of the 
general of a bourgeois army, whom 
the Communist party press is now 
praising to the skies as a providential 
statesman and patriot. 

At the same time, the increasing 
bourgeois pressure against the Allende 
government touched off a mobiliza
tion of the workers that limits the 
maneuverability of both the bourgeoi
sie and the reformists. In the reaction 
of the workers to the "bosses' strike," 
the dominant wing of the bourgeoisie 
could see confirmed the wisdom of 
its cautious policy of wearing out the 
UP government while avoiding sharp 
confrontations that could trigger a 
mass response. 

In mobilizing to defend the "workers' 
government," the Chilean proletariat 
and poor strata went far beyond the 
real perspectives of the UP and, at 
the same time that Allende and his 
allies were making a new and hu
miliating capitulation, they carried the 
attack on capitalism and bourgeois 
rule to a higher level. 

"The masses have demonstrated a 
vital lesson in the crisis unleashed 
by the bourgeoisie and imperialism," 
the November 7 Pun to Final wrote. 
"New forms of power have arisen in 
the heat of the mass mobilization, im
pelled by the workers themselves. Con
sejos coordinadores comunales [mu
nicipal coordinating councils]- for ex
ample-have been dotting the coun-
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try. . . . Including unions, neighbor
hood organizations, mothers' groups, 
student organizations, groups of ar
tisans, small businessmen, etc., these 
workers' councils have been opening 
up perspectives for creating a real 
popular power. Inasmuch as these 
bodies assume concrete tasks, such 
as taking over the supply of food, 
transport, health services, production, 
and if need be, defense against fascism, 
they are taking a significant pro
portion of state power into their 
hands .... 

"If they are not thwarted by pater
nalistic attitudes, the revolutionary or
ganizations being created by the ini
tiative of the masses can overcome 
the narrow bourgeois limits of the 
present state through consistently dem
ocratic forms. In any case, during 
this crisis that was touched off by 
the onslaught of the bourgeoisie, the 
working class has successfully in
vaded various prerogatives of the 
state. It has shown that it is perfectly 
capable not only of excluding the 
bourgeoisie from the economic life of 
the country but of taking the state 
into its own hands. That is the great 
lesson of the crisis." 

Furthermore, even though they have 
capitulated to the bourgeois opposi
tion, the reformists know (especially 
after the reactionary offensives of re
cent months) that they dare not de
mobilize the workers. 

"The right may be preparing a de
finitive provocation today," Pio Gar
cia wrote in the November 10 Hoy. 
"In any case, the realization of the 
government program and the revo
lutionary process can only be guar
anteed by mobilizing the workers and 
the people and developing popular 
power." 

On November 2, the same day 
Allende announced the formation of 
his military-civilian cabinet, represen
tatives of one of the largest workers' 
groups that developed out of the strug
gle against the ''bosses' strike" chal
lenged the government to accept the 
logic of the situation created by the 
popular mobilization. The assembly 
of the Vicuna Mackenna Industrial 
Belt, representing 30,000 workers, is
sued the "Pliego de los Trabajadores" 
(Workers' Demands) to counter the 
strikers' Pliego de Chile. 

In their program, the Vicuna Mac
kenna workers called on the govern
ment to: 
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"Base itself on us, on the workers' 
coordinating committees, and above 
all consult us about the steps it makes. 
It must not base itself solely on the 
legally constituted bodies, which have 
always served to defend the interests 
of the bosses and the imperialists. We 
must reject a military-civilian cabinet. 
We do not need one. 

"Only socialism can solve the prob
lems of the working class. Only the 
workers and the people, because so
cialism is power for the people; it is 
the people made into a government." 

At the same time as the workers' 
councils raised these demands, it was 
clear that the Communist party's elab
orate centrist scheme of a reformist 
government backed by the mobilized 
masses and moving forward irrevers
ibly a step at a time toward social
ism was getting more and more 
threadbare. The "dual power within 
the state" described by the CP spokes
man Sergio Ramos Cordova in his 
book Chile: Una Economia de Tran
sici6n? has now assumed an even 
more ambiguous character. Ramos 
saw the executive branch under the 
"people's president" as a bridgehead 
of socialist power in the bourgeois 
government. In the new cabinet, there 
would seem, according to Ramos's 
theory, to be dual power within the 
executive branch itself. 

But despite the CP's timid centrism 
and the repeated successes of the bour
geois opposition in rendering the gov
ernment more and more impotent, the 
mobilization of the workers during the 
recent crisis shows that the margins 
for maneuver in the Chilean situation 
are getting dangerously tight, both 
for the reformists and the bourgeois 
moderates. 

The capitalists' minds are on arms. 
That was shown by the gun-control 
law that was rushed through the op
position-dominated congress on Oc
tober 21, giving the army the right 
to control all weapons. 

The MIR and the left wing of the 
Socialist party have raised sharp rev
olutionary criticisms of the Allende 
regime. The existence of substantial 
far-left forces is a factor that has not 
been present in other reformist exper
iments in Latin America, such as the 
Goulart government in Brazil; it has 
clearly had an effect in pushing for
ward forms of revolutionary mobili
zation and workers' power. 

But it is still unclear whether any 
of these forces is developing the ca
pacity for leading the workers in a 
decisive confrontation with the bour
geoisie. Neither the Pliego de los Tra
bajadores nor the Pliego del Pueblo, 
for example, calls specifically for arm
ing the workers, although this demand 
would seem to follow logically from 
creating vigilance groups to guard the 
factories against sabotage by well
armed rightist commandos. The MIR 
has said that it favors an alliance 
with soldiers, not just generals. It 
seems a safe assumption, however, 
that the generals in the cabinet will 
not extend "patriotic cooperation" to 
the point of permitting soldiers to par
ticipate in the processes of direct de
mocracy developing in the country. 
The next few months will show how 
effectively the revolutionists can sur
mount this obstacle. In any case, if 
there were a mass workers' militia, 
it is likely that soldiers and police 
taking the side of the people would 
be attracted to it. 

But the MIR's concept of organizing 
the people to take power seems a little 
static. "In the factories, in the mines, 
on the ranches, in the villages, and 
in the schools. First there, then in the 
townships, the towns, and the cities. 
And finally the battle for all power." 
This is the way the November 6 El 
Rebelde described it. 

But if the delicate balance in Chile 
should suddenly be tipped toward a 
decisive confrontation, which seems a 
real possibility after October, it is not 
likely that people's power will grow 
regularly from the "grass roots" to 
the centers. The battle for power in 
Chile could be decided in a few rapid 
operations. 

The bourgeoisie is capable of co
ordinated national maneuvers, since 
most of the machinery of society re
mains in its hands. The reformists 
are paralyzed by their own ambigu
ities. What is yet to be seen is whether 
a Chilean revolutionary vanguard is 
developing that can weld the nuclei 
of popular power that emerged in Oc
tober into a coherent force and direct 
it according to a precise strategy. Sig
nificant advances were won in Octo
ber in raising the consciousness and 
level of organization of the workers. 
These cannot be obscured by the mis
erable capitulation of the UP parties. 
But more decisive tests may develop 
in the near future. D 
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Count the Number of Legs and Divide by Four 

How to Stabilize a Bundestag and Get Elected Too 
In 1949, the year the Federal Re

public of Germany (West Germany) 
was founded, a parliamentary council 
in Bonn approved a Basic Law 
( Grundgesetz) allegedly aimed at pre
venting a recurrence of the instability 
that marked the last years of the 
Weimar Republic. The Basic Law stip
ulated that the lower, more powerful, 
house of the West German parliament, 
the Bundestag, should be elected by 
universal suffrage and by secret bal
lot. But the specific method of elect
ing the body was left open. 

Later in 1949 an electoral law was 
passed. It has since been amended 
several times and is now one of the 
most complicated in the Western world. 
While giving the impression of demo
cratic representation, the law in fact 
virtually excludes smaller parties from 
the Bundestag. Its complexity strong
ly fosters the sense of awe and won
derment with which the capitalist class 
prefers that the masses view "their" 
parliament. 

The system is known as "personal
ized proportional representation." It 
operates as follows: 

The Bundestag has (normally) 518 
members, twenty-two of which are 
from West Berlin. The latter are not 
directly elected, but are appointed by 
the West Berlin senate. They do not 
have voting rights in the Bundestag. 

The remaining 496 members are 
elected through a system in which each 
voter votes twice. On the left-hand side 
of the ballot, arranged in a column, 
the voter finds the names and party 
identifications of individuals running 
as Bundestag deputies in the voter's 
electoral district. There are a total 
of 248 such districts. In each case 
the candidate receiving the most votes, 
whether a majority or not, is elected. 
Thus exactly half the 496 voting mem
bers are selected in this manner and 
are known as "direct" choices. 

On the right-hand side of the ballot 
are listed the names of parties, but 
no individual candidates. This section 
of the ballot is called the Land (state, 
or province) list. Each voter, after 
casting a vote for an individual (the 
Erststimme, first vote), casts a Zweit
stimme, second vote, for a party. 
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Sie haben 2 Stimmen 

bier 1 Stimme bier 1 Stimme 
fiir die Wahl fur die Wahl 

eines Wahlkreisabgeordneten einer Landesliste (Partei) 
(Erststimme) (Zweitstimme) 

1 Dr. SJ)er1ing, Dietrich 

0 Oirektor einer Sozlal .. 
Heimvolkshochschule SPD demokratische 
KOnigsteln¥Falkanstein Partei 
Relchenbachweg 26 Deutschlands 0 

Sozialdemokratische 1 
SPD Partei Deutschlands 

Leber, B6rner, Frau Or. Timm. 
MatthO!er,Jahn 

2 Kiep, Walther Leister 

0 Versicherungs• Chrlstllch-

~~~::~~ CDU S~~~kransch~ 
Philosophenweg9a ·oeutschlands 

0 
ChrisUich-Demokratische 

2 COO Union Deutschlands 
Dr. Cregger, K!ep, Zlnl<. 
Or. Wallmann, Frau Dr.~Wab: 

3 . Fla~h, Kari-Heimann· 

0 JournaliSt 'Frele 

S!elnbach/Taunus f.D.P.~::i'~1kraUsche 
HohenwaldstraBe 38 

0 
Freie Demolaatische 3 

EO.ePartei 
Mtschnlck,Fiach, Wurbs,Home, 
von Schooler 

4 Dr. Steigerwald, Robert 

0 Journalist Deutsch& 

Eschbom DKP~~~s~~~ 
BerllnerSiraBe10 Partei 

0 
Deutsche 4 DKP Kommunistische Partel 

Mayer, l6ffler, Frau Dr. Weber, 
PoUkeit,Schade 

0 
Europiische 5 

EFP 
FOderalistische Partel 

KrOger, MOllner. Frau Haubensllk'. 
Metzger, Weller 

6 Brandl, Franz· 

0 Angestellter National-

Nledernhausen NPD~:~~rrausche 
TawiusstraBe 6 Deutschtands 

0 
Nationaldemokratlsche 6 

NPO _Partei Deutschlands 
Or. Buck, Dr. Anrlcl!, Qulnlus, 
Frau ROder, Schindler 

Sample West German ballot. "You have two votes," declares the instruction. Left col
umn is the Erststimme, which lists individuals. The Zweitstimme is on the right. 

The Zweitstimmen are then counted 
on a Land-wide basis. 

Each of the ten Liinder is accorded 
a certain number of Bundestag dep
uties. Who they are is decided by both 
the "first votes" and the "second votes," 
the latter determining the party-com
position of the delegation. 

For example, assume a particular 
Land is entitled to twenty seats, and 
that the Land includes eight electoral 
districts. Eight of the twenty seats 
would thus be selected by "direct" 
choice. Party A might win 6 of these 
contests, party B 2, and party C none. 
Further assume that in the Zweit
stimmen party A received 500,000 

votes, party B 300,000, and party C 
200,000. 

By proportional representation, par
ty A is thus entitled to 10 seats, party 
B to 6, and party C to 4. Therefore, 
to its 6 directly elected delegates par
ty A adds 4, chosen by the party lead
ership. Party B adds 4 representatives 
to its 2 directly elected delegates; par
ty C, although it did not win any 
direct contests, selects 4 delegates. 

The uninitiated may think that such 
a system is already complicated 
enough. Not so. Suppose, for exam
ple, that a party won more direct 
seats in some Land than it was en-
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titled to according to proportional rep
resentation, which is computed on the 
basis of the wholly independent "sec
ond vote." That happened in the 1961 
Bundestag election. 

In Schleswig-Holstein, one of the ten 
Lander, the Christian Democrats won 
13 of the 14 district races. But on the 
basis of the second votes, they were 
entitled only to 9 of the 20 seats up 
for grabs in Schleswig-Holstein. The 
Social Democrats were entitled to 8, 
the Free Democrats to 3. The Chris
tian Democrats kept their 4 extra seats, 
but so as not to damage proportional 
representation, the Social Democrats 
were allowed to send their 8 delegates, 
the one they directly elected, plus 7 
others. The Free Democrats were al
so allowed to name 3 delegates. There 
were thus 4 extra Bundestag seats 
from Schleswig-Holstein. Similar dif
ficulties in the Saar, another Land, 
necessitated adding one seat. So the 
1961 Bundestag had 5 extra delegates. 

All this might seem to settle the mat
ter. Wrong again. According to the 
original 1949 electoral law, in order 
to be represented in the Bundestag, 
a party was required either to elect 
a delegate directly (by Erststimme) 
or to get 5% of the Zweitstimme in 
some Land. But that turned out to 
be overly Weimarian. Small parties 
could too easily sneak into Parlia
ment. So in 1957 the law was 
amended. To gain representation a 
party had to get 5% of the vote na
tionally. Failing that, it had to elect 
3 "direct" delegates. 

The cumulative effect of all this is 
that only the Christian Democrats and 
the Social Democrats have been able 
to directly elect delegates to parlia
ment. The only other party presently 
having enough national strength to 
win Zweitstimme representation is the 
Free Democratic party. 

Furthermore, exactly half the Bun
destag delegates are appointed by the 
state leaderships of the various 
parties; only half are directly elected. 
This little proviso has been of some 
use to the major parties. If, for ex
ample, a central party leader is de
feated in a direct race, he (that a 
woman should come into this situa
tion would be highly unlikely; al
though women constitute more than 
53 percent of the West German elec
torate, only about 10 percent of the 
candidates are women) can be ap
pointed to the Bundestag anyway. D 
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Barzei-Strauss Campaign Falls Flat 

Brandt Wins West German Election 
By Jon Rothschild 

"Germans! We can be proud of our 
country. Vote Willy Brandt!" The slo
gan, complete with full-color photo
graph of Willy the Nobel Prize winner, 
was pasted up all over West Germany 
by the ruling SPD (Sozialdemokra
tische Partei Deutschlands- Social 
Democratic party of Germany). The 
campaign seems to have worked well. 
On November 19, in the elections to 
the seventh Bundestag, the SPD re
ceived the largest vote in its history. 
For the first time, it will be the largest 
party in parliament. The coalition be
tween the SPD and the FDP (Freie 
Demokratische Partei- Free Dem
ocratic party, the small liberal party 
with which the SPD has ruled since 
1969), was returned to power with 
a comfortable majority. 

In the previous elections, held in 
1969, the SPD received 42.7 percent of 
the vote, which entitled it to 224 of 
the 496 voting delegates in the Bundes
tag. The FDP got 5.8 percent, 
winning thirty seats. The CDU 
( Christlich-Democratische Union
Christian Democratic Union) and its 
Bavarian affiliate, the CS U (Christ
lich-Soziale Union- Christian Social 
Union), drew 46.1 percent of the vote, 
capturing 242 seats. 

These results gave the SPD-FDP co
alition a scant twelve-vote majority, 
a precarious edge that was to steadily 
erode. 

By the autumn of 1972, two Social 
Democrats and four Free Democrats 
had crossed over to the CD U I CS U. 
The Christian Democrats thus hit the 
magic number, 248. The Bundestag 
was deadlocked. It still had ten months 
of its four-year constitutional term left 
to serve. In September Brandt, in an 
attempt to break out of the impasse, 
called for a vote of confidence in par
liament. He ordered his cabinet mem
bers to abstain, thus ensuring that 
he would lose, that the Bundestag 
would be prematurely dissolved (for 
the first time in postwar history), and 
that new elections would be held. 

The dissolution of the Bundestag 
led to one of the most fiercely con
tested and most expensive campaigns 

BARZEL: Bourgeoisie's support for him was 

too obvious. 

in West German history. The press 
spoke of the "hour of decision," of 
Brandt's "moment of truth." The CSU 
and its "strong man" leader, Franz
Josef Strauss, warned the electorate 
that if the SPD were returned to power, 
it would be West Germany's last free 
election before the imposition of rad
ical socialism. 

CDU president Rainer Barzel thun
dered about the rampant inflation in 
the country, suggesting that if the SPD 
were not deposed, the country would 
again be wracked by the economic 
ruin that characterized the Weimar Re
public. 

This shrill orchestration- the revo
lutionary-socialist monthly Was Tun 
compared it to the scenario of a Wag
nerian opera- had its effect. Participa
tion in the voting was the highest in 
West German history, with 91.2 per
cent of the 40.8 million voters turning 
out. 

The result was a clear triumph for 
the SPD. The Social Democrats gained 
ground in eight of the ten German 
Lander. For the first time, they car
ried the Saar and Lower Saxony. Only 
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in Bavaria and Baden-Wiirttemberg 
did the CD U / CS U manage to main
tain its positions. 

The SPD drew 45.9 percent of the 
vote, which will give it 230 seats in 
the new Bundestag. Its partner, the 
FDP, increased its share of the vote 
to 8.4 percent and won 42 seats. The 
CDUjCSU vote declined to 44.8 per
cent. It holds 224 seats in the new 
parliament, leaving the SPD-FDP bloc 
with a forty-eight seat majority. 

The impending results were clear 
long before the final votes were tallied. 
At 8:00 p.m., just two hours after 
the polls closed, Barzel conceded. By 
10:30, Brandt was on television, de
livering a triumphant but conciliatory 
victory speech. Before the night was 
over, congratulations to Brandt began 
pouring in from West European 
capitals, where the capitalist class 
seemed to greet the SPD victory with 
unanimous joy. 

Had the campaign issues been left 
up to Brandt and the rest of the SPD 
leadership, neither the coalition's do
mestic performance nor the question 
of socialism would have been men
tioned at all. In the three years and 
two months of the ''little coalition," 
Brandt had managed to negotiate trea
ties with the Soviet Union, Poland, 
and East Germany. The "normaliza
tion" of East-West relations, the re
moval of the "German question" from 
the field of cold-war politics, was 
Brandt's major achievement. He and 
his party tried to campaign solely 
on that issue- until they were forced 
to respond to the CDUjCSU assault 
on the domestic policies of the coali
tion. 

The CDU's main striking point was 
inflation, which reached 6.4 percent 
this year. Coupled with the attack on 
inflation was the charge that the SPD 
reform program- no part of which 
has been carried out- threatened to 
tax the population into bankrupcty. 

The SPD was certainly vulnerable 
on these issues. But the CDUjCSU 
attack became so hysterical and was 
so obviously being heavily financed 
by German big capital, that it ended 
by having a negative effect. A sam
pling of the anti-SPD advertising cam
paign, on which the bourgeoisie spent 
millions of marks during the last three 
weeks of the campaign, may indicate 
its crudity. 

"Free voters!" blared one CS U ap
peal. "Do you want a party that wants 
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peace abroad, but will defend us 
against the power-hungry East? Then 
vote CSU .... 

"Do you want to prevent our peo
ple from being brought to shame by 
pornography, crime, and terror? Then 
vote CSU." 

As the polls began to indicate an 

BRANDT: Wins the right to break his 
promises for four more years. 

SPD edge, presumably not a reflec
tion of any mass affinity for dirty 
pictures and purse-snatching, the 
Christian Democratic tone became 
more serious. The day before the vot
ing, the CSU put out full-page adver
tisements in the Bavarian newspapers. 
A giant photograph of the unattrac
tive Strauss was accompanied by a 
supposedly personal letter from him 
to the people. The basic election 
choice, said Strauss, was between free 
society and socialism, the question of 
whether "our society is to be destroyed 
by inflation, internal insecurity, and 
radicalism, or whether we will work 
together to build a secure future." 

But the crassest attempts to exploit 
anticommunist sentiments came from 
the so-called B urgerinitiativen, civic 
initiatives, formally independent cam
paign support committees. A full-page 
ad in the October 23 issue of Der 
Spiegel featured a photograph of a 
factory half blotted out by the shadow 
of a big bird. "The vulture of socializa
tion," read the caption. 

Another full-page ad in Spiegel con-

sisted of a drawing of Karl Marx. 
"Don't trust anyone over 130" was the 
caption. In Bonn, the CDU Bilrgerini
tiativen referred to the SPD as the 
"party of harems," because the Social 
Democrats are for liberal divorce 
laws. The Junge Union, CDU youth 
group, called Brandt "Willy Wein
brand," an illusion to his alleged 
drinking. Presumably to buttress the 
charge that Brandt was "antinational" 
some CDU groups referred to him as 
"Brandt alias Frahm." (Frahm is 
Brandt's original name. In March 
1933 he adopted the pseudonym 
Brandt in order to slip past the Nazi 
security police on his way to Nor
way, where he sought exile.) 

Brandt countered the CDUjCSU 
campaign with Nixon-like slickness. 
Instead of taking on the CD U anti
socialist hysteria, he simply ran as 
the "Chancellor," the voice of reason, 
the statesman. 

"I have worked as Chancellor of 
our country for three years now," read 
one of Brandt's ads. "A short time. 
But nevertheless it has been a suc
cessful three years for all of us, in
cluding the people of the other part 
of Germany [the East]. I now ask 
for your trust, so that I may continue 
this work." 

Rainer Barzel, the rather unassum
ing bureaucrat who runs the CDU, 
was completely overshadowed by 
Strauss. While Strauss, the best rep
resentative of the "strong state" ten
dencies of the German bourgeoisie, 
campaigned as a hard-hitting tough 
guy who would whip the radicals into 
shape, Barzel was more low-key, try
ing quietly to drive home the anti
inflation demagogy. 

The attempted combination did not 
work. The SPD warned that behind 
the reasonable-sounding Barzel stood 
the ominous Strauss. "There are two 
good reasons to vote SPD," said one 
SPD advertisement, "Willy Brandt and 
Franz-Josef Strauss." 

The dilemma of the CDUjCSU was 
clearly shown in its vacillations on 
the Ostpolitik, Eastern policy. Recog
nizing that the majority of the popu
lation- and the majority of the bour
geoisie- supports the "normalization" 
of relations with the workers states, 
and seeing that this process was wide
ly viewed as Brandt's achievement, 
Barzel tried to avoid the issue. But 
on November 15, during the final 
television debate, for some reason that 
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STRAUSS: The CSU's candidate for "strong 
man" didn't make it. 

has yet to be explained, Barzel sud
denly announced that if the CDU were 
elected, the pending treaty with East 
Germany would not be signed. 

In the context of the type of cam
paign run by the CDUjCSU, the elec
tion results take on a certain signifi
cance. The high turnout and the large 
vote for the SPD reflect the still-deep 
parliamentary illusions of the West 
German workers. But, in the absence 
of a serious revolutionary pole of at
traction outside the SPD, the vote rep
resents a clear rejection by the West 
German masses of strong statism and 
cold-war anticommunist demagogy. 

Despite its victory, the future of the 
SPD is far from secure. On the parlia
mentary level, it is still dependent on 
the FDP. This party, campaigning un
der the slogan Vorfahrt fur Vernunft 
(Reason comes first), waged perhaps 
the most cynical campaign of all the 
parties, which is no mean distinction. 
Its standard advertisement urged vot
ers to cast their Erststimme for whom
ever they pleased. It appealed for "sec
ond votes" in the following way. On 
the left-hand column the advertise
ment addressed CDUjCSU voters: 
"Barzel and Strauss have little chance 
of coming to power. So your second 
vote means a lot. A strong FDP will 
prevent inroads on private property 
in the future, will block any socialist 
experiments, and will prevent your 
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pride of accomplishment from being 
taxed to death." 

Less than two inches away, on the 
right-hand column, we read: "SPD vot
ers, think about it. The SPD has nev
er governed alone. Only your second 
vote can guarantee the continuance of 
the BrandtjScheel government." 

Ironically, it appears to have been 
SPD voters who, fearful of seeing the 
coalition drop below 50 percent of 
the vote, cast the second votes that 
accounted for the FDP's gains. But 
in any case, the FDP is expected to 
ask for another ministry, in addition 
to the three- foreign, interior, and 
agriculture- that it presently holds. 

The SPD may therefore find itself 
in some difficulty. Since it failed to 
carry out any of its reform prom
ises of the 1969 campaign, it felt free 
to repeat the same pledges this time. 

With the Eastern treaties signed, the 
Social Democrats will be under strong 
pressure to deliver on its campaign 
program. 

And contrary to Barzel's election 
claims, the German inflation is endem
ic, a permanent feature of the crisis of 
capitalism and the crumbling of Ger
many's special favored position in the 
world market. The SPD reform pro
gram will remain a scrap of paper. 
But the necessity of cracking down 
on the trade-union movement will re
main. 

Conceivably, the bourgeoisie and its 
faithful SPD servants will try to make 
the FDP take responsibility for this. 
But in the context of the SPD's sup
posedly astounding victory, this will 
hardly be easy. Brandt's four more 
years may well be turbulent ones. 0 

On Fortieth Anniversary of Copenhagen Meeting 

Trotsky Memorial Held in Denmark 
Forty years ago in Copenhagen 

Leon Trotsky delivered his famous 
speech appraising the Russian revo
lution. He spoke on the invitation of 
the Danish Social-Democratic student 
association. It was Trotsky's last 
speech before a large crowd. 

The Danish Trotskyist movement 
has recently taken several steps to 
commemorate this event and to bring 
Trotsky's life and work closer to the 
new generation of young Danish revo
lutionists. 

An excellent and informative memo
rial exhibition on Trotsky was 
organized during the week ending 
November 18. 

On the evening of November 17 
a memorial mass meeting was held 
by the Revolutionary Socialist League 
(RSF), the Danish organization in 
sympathy with the Fourth Internation
al. 

An audience of 450 packed the hall 
in Copenhagen's "People's House" and 
responded enthusiastically to the 
speakers of the evening: Ernest 
Mandel, member of the United Sec
retariat of the Fourth International, 
who spoke on the rise of revolutionary 
workers' struggles in Western Europe; 
Fred Halstead, a well-known Ameri
can antiwar activist and presidential 
candidate of the Socialist Workers 

party in 1968, who spoke on the 
recent developments in the Vietnam 
war and the tasks of the internation
al antiwar movement; Robin Black
burn, a member of the editorial board 
of the London New Left Review and 
of the political committee of the Inter
national Marxist Group, British sec
tion of the Fourth International, who 
spoke about the problems of the 
colonial revolution and the interrela
tionship between the three sectors of 
the world revolution; and Henri 
Weber, member of the Political Bureau 
of the Ligue Communiste, French sec
tion of the Fourth International, who 
spoke on building the revolutionary 
party and the revolutionary interna
tional. 

On November 18 and 19, some 250 
revolutionists from all over Scan
dinavia participated in a lively cadre 
school organized by the RSF. Speak
ers Mandel, Blackburn, and Weber 
dealt with the same topics they had 
discussed in the public meeting; ad
ditional speakers were GeorgJungclas, 
a founding member of the Trotskyist 
movement in Germany and Denmark; 
and Pierre Frank, formerly a sec
retary of Trotsky's and now a mem
ber of the United Secretariat of the 
Fourth International. 
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Dublin Premier Has Pleasant Dinner With Heath 

Jailed Patriot Ill From Hunger Strike 
By Gerry Foley 

The Dublin government took anoth
er major step November 19 in its 
campaign to suppress militant nation
alist activity in the formally indepen
dent part of Ireland. It arrested Sean 
Mac Stiofain, the man reputed to be 
the chief of staff of the Provisional 
IRA. 

Since the government had no evi
dence of any criminal activity on Mac 
Stiofliin's part, it jailed him under 
the Offenses Against the State Act, 
which -like the Special Powers Act 
in Northern Ireland- gives the au
thorities the prerogative of detaining 
"security risks" at will. Within less than 
a week the veteran nationalist fighter, 
who spent six years in British prisons 
in the 1950s on a charge of procuring 
arms for the IRA, was run through 
Dublin's new "streamlined" court sys
tem for trying political suspects. The 
operation has been speeded up con
siderably by eliminating juries. On 
November 25, he was sentenced to 
six months in prison. 

Mac Stiofain has been accused of 
masterminding the Provisional bomb
ing campaign in the North. It is no
table, however, that the Dublin gov
ernment moved to arrest him only 
now, months after the Provisionals' 
actions have passed their peak. The 
fact that the Lynch regime is cracking 
down on militant nationalists now, 
when the people of the nationalist ghet
tos are more isolated and disoriented 
than they have been since the start 
of the civil rights struggle in theN orth, 
indicates some things about the Dub
lin government and its denunciations 
of "extremism." 

In the first place, the Lynch gov
ernment could not get at Mac Stiofain 
during the summer because, like many 
other anti-imperialist fighters, he was 
under the protection of the nationalist 
people of Free Derry, who expelled 
all capitalist repressive forces from 
their ghetto and made it the one liber
ated part of Ireland. Thus, Dublin 
got the opportunity to arrest him only 
as a result of the British army's oc
cupation of Free Derry. 

Second, the Dublin government pa-
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tiently waited for its chance to move 
against Mac Stiofciin because it is clear 
that in the face of British repression 
and the failure of the Lynch regime 
to fight for the national aspirations 
of the Irish people, a substantial sec-

SEAN MAC STIOFAIN: Militant Irish na
tionalist on hunger strike. 

tion of the population has supported 
any protest against the system, no 
matter how violent or futile. So the 
arrest of Mac Stiofciin was not aimed 
simply at suppressing "terrorism," but 
rather at intimidating a broad histori
cal current among the Irish people. 

Mac Stiofain's arrest followed the 
release of the British government's 
"Green Paper," which contained pro
visions designed to pave the way for 
a deal with the Dublin government 
and the Northern moderates to liqui
date the struggle of the nationalist 
people. 

On the same day Mac Stiofliin was 
sentenced, a dispatch to the New York 
Times from London reported: "John 
Lynch, Prime Minister of Ireland, left 

London early today in a hopeful 
mood after a dinner meeting with 
Prime Minister Heath in which he said 
there had been 'a closer meeting of 
minds than I have ever experienced 
before.'" 

The circumstances of Mac Stiofain's 
arrest indicated clearly enough that the 
Dublin regime's objective was not to 
suppress "terrorism" but all national
ist and opposition political activity. 

The alleged IRA leader was not ar
rested at a secret training camp or 
while leading military maneuvers. 

''Mr. MacStiofain was seized after 
leaving the home of Kevin O'Kelly, 
a broadcaster for Irish Radio, who 
had interviewed him," a dispatch from 
Dublin in the November 22 issue of 
the New York Times reported. "Today 
the court, acting at the request of the 
prosecutor, ordered the director gen
eral of Irish Radio and Television to 
appear at the next session, on Friday, 
with tapes of the interview." 

On November 24 the Lynch govern
ment ousted all nine members of the 
board of the state radio and television 
network. 

"The Cabinet told the R. T. E. [Radio 
Telefis Eire ann- Irish Radio and 
Television] that the interview [with Mac 
Stiofain] was a breach of a directive 
not to publicize the activities of illegal 
organizations and demanded an ex
planation," the New York Times re
ported November 25. "Apparently the 
reply failed to satisfy the Cabinet." 

[The Lynch government long ago 
banned even the playing of traditional 
nationalist ballads over the air.] 

On November 25 about 100 broad
cast journalists walked off their jobs, 
putting the small Irish radio and tele
vision network off the air. The strike 
was scheduled to last until midnight 
November 27. The RTE broadcasters, 
who almost alone of the major media 
representatives have consistently given 
relatively unbiased reporting of the 
struggle of the Northern nationalist 
minority, were protesting the latest at
tempt to gag them. Sean Purcell, chair
man of the R TE local of the National 
Union of Journalists and the spokes
man for the strikers, said: 

"We recognize the court is obliged 
to apply the law. Our protest is 
against the failure of our legislature 
to protect journalists who are honest
ly defending a principle in the interests 
of the public good." 

Even the moderate Social Democrat
ic and Labor party (SDLP), the Dub-
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lin government's ally and alter ego in 
Northern Ireland, condemned Lynch's 
crackdown. In a resolution passed 
unanimously by its party conference 
in Dungiven, the SDLP condemned the 
"autocratic attitude" of the Dublin gov
ernment and called for "the return of 
the fundamental rights of free speech 
and free press to the citizens of the 
Republic." 

The SDLP seemed to have reason 
to fear that this time their ally had 
reached too "close" a "meeting 
of minds" with the British government 
and intended to move too rapidly to 
liquidate the remaining nationalist tra
ditions of the country, including some 
on which they base themselves. 

At least one "friend of Ireland" seems, 
however, to have welcomed the Dublin 
government's crackdown as a green 
light for trying to get rid of a trouble
some tradition. Richard Nixon made 
a well-publicized visit to the home of 
his purported Irish ancestors (the 
family pedigree seemed a little vague) 
not so long ago, the conservative Irish 
ethnic bloc being a target of the Nixon 
electoral strategy. But his Irish senti
ments do not seem to have held him 
back from moving to end the tradition
al welcome for Irish patriots in the 
United States as soon as he had the 
precedent of the "independent" Irish 
government to rely on. 

A member of the nonsectarian 
Northern Ireland Civil Rights Associ
ation, who came to the traditional ref
uge of persecuted Irish patriots after 
spending more than a year in a 
British concentration camp, was 
stopped and threatened with expulsion 
by immigration officials in New York. 
A government tribunal will decide on 
November 28 whether or not to deport 
him. 

"A State Department spokesman said 
the department had believed the Cath
olic leader [Denis Cassin] might en
gage in 'activities' other than the 
stated purpose of his visit- marriage 
to an American girl, Cathy Curtain, 
who is active in the National Associa
tion for Irish Freedom here," the New 
York Times reported November 25. 
"The spokesman declined to specify 
what 'activities' were referred to." 

One-half of the persons born in Ire
land since 1900 live in the big Irish 
communities in the United States, Brit
ain, Canada, Australia, and New Zea
land. Many of these persons have been 
active in the Irish struggle for indepen-
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dence. Until now Irish patriots have 
been allowed to move more or less 
freely back and forth from the exile 
communities. This has been the tra
dition in the United States in particu
lar. 

The deportation of an American
born Irish nationalist from the Free 
State and of Irish-born nationalists 
from the United States, and the arrest 
of Irish-American activists by the 
Nixon government, indicate how wide 
a sweep the repression of the Irish 
freedom movement may take if it is 
allowed to go further. But like pre
vious repressive moves, this new series 
of crackdowns may also produce the 
opposite of the desired result. The out
come depends largely on the deter
mination and unity of the Irish orga
nizations in meeting the threat. 

Mac Stiofain has pledged to fast to 

the death before submitting to im
prisonment at the hands of an "Irish" 
government. By the time of his trial, 
he was on his sixth day of a total hun
ger strike. Medical experts estimate 
that total abstinence from food and 
liquids leads to death in nine to twelve 
days. Whether the IRA veteran carries 
out his threat or not, and regardless of 
the views of the Irish communities 
about the policies Mac Stiofain is iden
tified with, it seems certain that his fast 
will remind Irish people everywhere of 
their most valued traditions. 

On the other hand, the attitude of the 
Dublin government also evokes a cer
tain tradition- the tradition of the re
pressive regimes that for centuries 
have tried to crush the national as
pirations that stood in the way of 
their more profitable exploitation of 
Ireland and its people. D 

No Action Taken at Brussels Conference 

Unionists Talk Equal Pay for Women 
A three-day international conference on 

the subject of equal pay for women work
ers took place in Brussels in October. Or
ganized by the International Confedera
tion of Free Trade Unions, the gathering 
was attended by some 100 delegates from 
more than 20 nations. The confederation 
claims fifty million members in its af
filiated unions. 

It is estimated that on an international 
basis women earn on the average 27 per
cent less than men. However, a Reuters 
dispatch on the equal pay conference 
printed in the November 16 Los Angeles 
Times did not indicate that the trade-union 
body decided to take any steps toward 
ending this pay discrimination against 
women. 

The article reported that "confederation 
chief Otto Kersten conceded after the con
ference that he did not foresee strike ac
tion in the near future in support of the 
women's demand. 

"He admitted that one of the main prob
lems is opposition from within the unions 
themselves, adding that he doubted wheth
er they would be prepared at this time to 
strike at national, let alone European 
level." 

This view was also noted in a report 
on the fight for equal pay that was pre
sented to the conference: "There are still 
too many men who find it hard to ac-

cept that women can receive the same 
pay for work of equal value, and this 
sometimes complicates the task of the trade 
unions, where men are usually in the 
majority." 

The executive committee of the trade
union confederation has only three women 
members out of more than twenty. 

The Reuters dispatch noted that equal 
pay for women has been an especially 
controversial issue in the Common Mar
ket countries, because Article 119 of the 
Market's founding treaty proclaims the 
principle of equal pay for equal work. D 

Correction 
In the article "Sri Lanka Masses 

Challenge Regime," which appeared 
in the November 20 Intercontinental 
Press, an error was made. The article 
indicated that at the October 18 coun
trywide protest rallies, Sinhala speak
ers spoke to Sinhala crowds, Tamil 
speakers to Tamil crowds. 

In fact, the Sinhala speakers ad
dressed Tamil audiences, and Tamil
speaking leaders talked to Sinhala 
gatherings. This procedure was an 
important gesture of solidarity. 
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May Be Extended Indefinitely 

Heath Decrees Immediate Wage Freeze 
London 

On November 6 the Tory govern
ment decreed an immediate wagefreeze 
in an attempt to make the labour 
movement pay for the British econ
omy's inflationary crisis. The wage 
freeze, and retrospective legislation, 
curtails workers' basic right to strike 
for higher wages and improved work
ing conditions. 

The Tory freeze will last at least 
ninety days from the date of the 
bill's enactment (probably not before 
the end of November), and there is 
provision for a sixty-day extension. 
Attempts by trade unionists to get 
around the freeze will be met by stiff 
fines. 

The statutory wage freeze came 
after the November 2 breakdown of 
tripartite "talks" between the govern
ment, the Confederation of British In
dustries (CBI), and the Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) aimed at reaching 
a "voluntary" incomes policy. One of 
the objects of the freeze is to pressure 
the TUC to resume these talks, but 
there is every expectation that the cur
rent freeze will be followed by a mod
ified long-term statutory incomes pol
icy. After 150-180 days the govern
ment plans to introduce the "main leg
islation" making the wage restraint 
and enforcement powers more precise 
and permanent. 

The government seemed to have its 
tactics prepared well in advance. On 
February 27, just after the biggest 
strike of the year, Prime Minister 
Edward Heath declared in a national 
broadcast: "We have to find a more 
sensible way of settling our differ
ences." More sensible, he meant, than 
the victorious eight-week-long miner's 
strike that had left the government's 
unofficial wages norm in ruins. 

Immediately after settlement of the 
coal strike, the government began to 
initiate its talks with the TUC and 
CBI. The government already had 
an unofficial policy- the crude "N 
minus 1" formula, according to which 
successive wage increases were each 
supposed to be a percentage point 
below the previous one. 

But the successful miner's strike 
plunged clear through this arbitrary 
norm. As Eric Jacobs commented in 
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HEATH: Imposes "temporary" freeze that 
may be extended indefinitely. 

The Sunday Times on November 5, 
"Far from coming out at N minus 
1 the miners' pay increase was more 
like N plus 10." 

It was on July 18 that the three 
sides first met formally to discuss a 
"voluntary" wages policy. But the July 
25 session was canceled by the TUC 
because of the growing popular sup
port for the five dockers imprisoned 
for allegedly violating the Industrial 
Relations Act. After tens of thousands 
of workers had gone on strike to se
cure the release of the five dockers, 
and organized protest had subsided, 
the TUC leadership was able to re
sume its talks with the government 
on August 7. 

The next phase came on September 
14, when the three sides indicated gen
eral agreement on the concept of a 
flat-rate wage increase for a one-year 
period. At issue, it seemed, was only 
the size of the increase and whether 
there 
trols. 
ment 

would be statutory price con
On September 26 the govern

laid out its package: Basically, 

unions should limit pay demands to 
£2 a week across the board. 

On October 4 the TUC countered 
with, among other things, a proposed 
flat-rate weekly rise of £3.60 with stat
utory price controls. 

To be sure, all sides- not the least 
the TUC brass-would have liked a 
negotiated compromise, but it seemed 
not to be in the cards. Early in the 
last week of the talks, the government 
propaganda machine moved into ac
tion, placing the blame for the delay 
on the unions. The government made 
it clear that there would be no statu
tory regulation of prices alone- and 
that on any other basis it would be 
impossible to continue negotiations. 

The TUC leadership was in a du
bious position because of their first 
decision to engage in talks with a 
blatantly anti-working-class govern
ment. Faced with mounting inflation, 
entry into the Common Market, the 
Housing Finance Act, and the Indus
trial Relations Act, could the TUC 
leadership possibly reach a deal with 
the Tories and maintain credibility 
with rank-and-file trade unionists? 
Even if they did arrange a compro
mise, certainly it would have been 
unrealistic to expect individual unions 
to comply. Unwilling to launch a 
struggle to bring down the govern
ment over this issue, the TUC bu
reaucrats merely hoped to slow down 
the Tory timetable for making the 
freeze law. 

The proposed "Counter-Inflation 
(Temporary Measures) Bill" pretends 
to freeze prices as well as wages. But 
the price of meat, vegetables, and fish 
can be raised without government per
mission, as can the price of goods 
requiring raw materials from abroad. 

Also, government permission to 
raise other prices will be available to 
anyone who can show that the cost of 
their goods has been raised by "ex
ternal forces." In the four days be
fore the freeze the prices of some 6,000 
household goods and food items were 
raised by manufacturers; and the gov
ernment's "watchdog" body on prices 
will not function for the first twenty
eight of the ninety days. Apparently 
to make the Tory package more pal
atable, it included a miserly £10 bo
nus for pensioners. 

The freeze will almost certainly pro
voke major confrontations with the 
government in the coming months. In 
the hours just before the freeze was 
imposed thousands of workers were 
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compelled to accept wage increases 
that otherwise would be considered 
contemptible. But there are still some 
large and potentially explosive claims 
in the pipeline, particularly by the 
miners and local government workers. 
The first victims of the freeze, how
ever, will be the 340,000 farmworkers 
and the 250,000 hospital workers, two 
of the lowest-paid groups of workers 
in the country. 

The Labour party parliamentary 
leadership- who were unusually ver
bose when the bill was introduced
promised a "fight" against the freeze 
"in parliament." In fact the last v•age 
freeze was introduced by the Labour 
government in 1966 and was followed 
by severe wage restraints. The issue 
is likely to cause some dissension be
tween the "left" and "moderate" wings 
over whether the party should pledge 
a future Labour government to re
frain from interference with collective 
bargaining. 

The significance of the wage freeze 
is that wage struggles will automati
cally escalate into political confronta
tions with the government. U n
fortunately, the six-man TUC econom
ic committee, which on November 8 
broke off all talks during the freeze, 
decided against a special conference 

of the labour movement to plan a 
strategy of defense against the Tory 
attack. 

But individual union opposition to 
the freeze is already mounting. On 
November 12 four pay strikes defy
ing the Tory freeze were approved 
by the technical and supervisory sec
tion of the Amalgamated Union of 
Engineering Workers. And on the pre
vious weekend the national executive 
of the Association of Scientific, Tech
nical and Managerial Staffs, which 
has 250,000 members, approved six 
pay strikes in defiance of the standstill. 

Up to now the government has been 
playing with negotiations over in
comes (to which the TUC leaders will
ingly succumbed) while introducing 
anti-trade-union, rent-raising, and ra
cist immigration legislation on the 
side. The Tory freeze presents a major 
challenge to the trade-union move
ment in this country. In all, some three 
million workers have wage claims that 
could be affected by the freeze. To meet 
this challenge the labour movement 
will need to generalise from the les
sons learned in the victorious strug
gles against the government by the 
miners last winter and the dockers 
during the summer. D 

In Defense of Political Prisoners 

Argentine Activist Continues U.S. Tour 

After completing a successful tour 
of the U. S. Pacific Northwest, Daniel 
Zadunaisky arrived in the Oakland
San Francisco area on November 13 
for three days of speaking engage
ments organized by the U.S. Com
mittee for Justice to Latin American 
Political Prisoners (USLA). The visi
tor, a former Argentine medical stu
dent, is speaking on political repres
sion in Argentina and the fight against 
it. 

In six meetings attended by 50 to 
100 persons each, Zadunaisky out
lined the present situation in Argen
tina and the origins of the military 
dictatorship currently ruling the coun
try. The two questions Zadunaisky 
encountered most were: What can peo
ple in the United States do to help, 
and what does the return of Peron 
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mean for the condition of political 
prisoners? 

Zadunaisky urged that the political 
repression in Argentina be publicized 
in the U.S. He gave as an example 
of the effectiveness of this type of ac
tivity the campaign that saved the 
life of Hugo Blanco in Peru in the 
1960s and ultimately won his release 
from prison. 

As to the state of political prison
ers with the return of Peron, Z adu
naisky expressed a word of caution. 
Although many leftists in Argentina 
have hailed the return of Peron, he 
doubted that any fundamental change 
in the condition of the political pris
oners would occur. He said that this 
could only come as a result of the 
actions of the masses of people in
side and outside Argentina. 

Meetings during the three-day tour 

were sponsored by student govern
ments, Chicano student organizations 
and Chicano studies departments, var
ious radical organizations, interna
tional students groups, and individual 
professors. Meetings were held at La
ney College, Stanford University, Mer
ritt College, the University of Cali
fornia at Berkeley, San Jose State Col
lege, and San Francisco State Col
lege. 

Following his tour in the San Fran
cisco Bay area Zadunaisky spoke in 
Southern California. At California 
State College in Los Angeles his ap
pearance was sponsored by the stu
dent government convocations com
mission. At California State College 
in Northridge the United Group for 
Latin American Solidarity organized 
a meeting for him. Public meetings 
were held at the Militant Labor Forum 
and the First Unitarian Church, the 
latter sponsored by the Los Angeles 
Group for Latin American Solidarity. 

In San Diego Zadunaisky spoke at 
the University of California campus, 
and at San Diego State College, where 
he received front-page coverage in the 
Daily Aztec, the school paper, and 
also spoke to a prison literature class. 

Zadunaisky's next speaking engage
ment was at the national convention 
of the Young Socialist Alliance, held 
November 23-26 in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Then he was scheduled to partic
ipate in a panel discussion on defense 
of political prisoners around the 
world, along with representatives from 
Iran, Sri Lanka (formerly Ceylon), 
the Soviet Union, and the Dominican 
Republic. D 

0 Mhuimheachain Arrested 
"Colmain O'Mhuimheachain, editor of An 

Phoblacht [the biweekly paper of the Pro
visional republican movement] was arrested 
on Tuesday, 14th November as he left An 
Phoblacht offices at 44, Parnell Square, at 
10.00 p.m.," the Provisional paper said in 
a special statement published in its Novem
ber 26 issue. 

"At time of press, we understand that 
16 charges are being drawn up against 
our editor. Obviously this attack on the 
freedom of the press is part of O'Malley's 
[the minister of justice of the Dublin govern
ment] plot to crush the spirit of republican
ism. We call on all concerned with the free
dom of the press to voice their protest." 
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U.S. Brass longs for 'Good Old Days' 

Black Sailors Protest Racist Navy Practices 
By Fred Feldman 

The 81,000-ton aircraft carrier Con
stellation, which until recently was in
volved in the bombing of Indochina, 
has become the center of protests by 
Black sailors angered by the navy's 
traditional racist practices. 

Open protests were sparked when 
the navy ordered a cutback in the 
Constellation's staff. Although only 
250 of the warship's 4,500 personnel 
were Black, Captain, J.D. Ward issued 
administrative discharges to Black 
sailors who allegedly received low 
scores on aptitude tests taken before 
enlistment. Such discharges, which in
dicate that the recipient was "unsuited" 
for or "unadaptable" to navy service, 
can be an obstacle to finding a job 
in civilian life. 

When the sailors met to discuss the 
discharges, they found they had other 
grievances as well. Blacks were as
signed the most menial tasks, and 
promotion to higher grades was made 
especially difficult. Another irritant 
was the disciplinary double-standard 
applied aboard the Constellation; 
Blacks regularly received stiffer pen
alties than whites for identical offenses. 

Captain Ward refused to discuss 
these grievances with a delegation se
lected by the Black sailors. They de
cided to remain in the mess hall deck 
until he agreed to meet with them. 
Instead of acceding to this demand, 
Ward ordered the ship back to port 
on November 4. He then ordered 
ashore all the 120 Black protesters 
as well as ten whites who supported 
them. 

On November 8, apparently after 
being briefed by the Pentagon, Ward 
met with the men, but he refused their 
demand for written assurances that 
their grievances would be met, and 
ordered them aboard for ship duty. 
But, charging the command with "cal
culated racism," the men refused to 
obey until their demands were met. 

Through the efforts of the Black 
Servicemen's Caucus, which provided 
legal counsel for the sailors, the anti
racist protests attracted national at
tention. Top navy brass then decided 
to move cautiously against the sailors 
-dispersing most of them to three 
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U.S. sailors protesting racism in the navy refuse to board the Constellation, aircraft 
carrier that has been used in the war against Indochina. 

naval stations, discharging a few, and 
holding captain's mast hearings (low
level disciplinary procedures). 

At a November 18 meeting with 
reporters, Sheldon Ruffin, Leroy Tem
pleton, Michael L. Dawson, and Her
man Weeks revealed that they and 
other protesters had been subjected 
to intimidation and harassment. 

The December 1 issue of The Mil
itant a revolutionary-socialist weekly 
published in New York, reported: 

". . . they were being subjected to 
individual interviews in which they 
were told to consider themselves for
tunate they weren't facing mutiny 
charges. 

"They said they were also promised 
they would not be reassigned to sea. 
But the previous day Captain Ward 
had told reporters that those not dis
charged from the Navy would be re-

assigned to sea or would be assigned 
to other ships." 

The U.S. S. Kitty Hawk has also 
become a focal point for protests 
against the navy's racist policies. Ac
cording to the November 9 Washing
ton Post twenty-five sailors have been 
charged with assault and rioting be
cause of a clash that occurred when 
the riot squad tried to disperse Black 
sailors who were protesting discrim
inatory disciplinary procedures. An 
appeal from the Urban League, the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People, the National 
Bar Association, and the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers won a 
delay in their trial until the Kitty 
Hawk reached San Diego. Shortly af
ter the outbreak on the Kitty Hawk, 
a similar incident was reported on 
the fleet oiler Hassayampa. 

After decades of segregation, the na-
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vy began recruiting Blacks in signif
icant numbers only two years ago. In 
order to speed recruitment, it waived 
the results of entrance tests loaded 
against Blacks disadvantaged by in
ferior schooling. Today, only 5.8 per
cent of navy personnel and 0.7 per
cent of officers are Black. 

Drew Middleton wrote in the No
vember 22 New York Times that 
Black sailors enter "a service whose 
social patterns have changed little 
since World War II. Racial integration 
has not progressed as far as it has 
in the Army, Air Force, or Marines." 

The revolt of the Constellation sail
ors brought to public view differences 
within the officer corps over how to 
exact obedience from a new genera
tion of enlistees deeply affected by the 
Black nationalist and antiwar move
ments. 

Antiwar sentiment is widespread in 
the navy, which many young men 
have joined in the hope of avoiding 
service in Southeast Asia. Many sail
ors on the Constellation signed pe
titions of protest when they were or
dered to sail for Indochina last fall. 

As one lieutenant commander told 
New York Times reporter Drew Mid
dleton, "Five years ago, you gave 
an order, and it was carried out. Now 
they're liable to ask 'What the hell 
for?"' 

In the hope of preventing outbreaks 
of protest that might undermine mil
itary authority and hamper the im
perialist war effort, the navy has com
bined repression against political ac
tivists with concessions to the new 
mood of young recruits. In recent 
years, the high command has issued 
edicts barring many forms of racial 
discrimination and relaxing regula
tions on dress and hair style. These 
moves have met resistance from "tra
ditionalists" who seek a crackdown 
on all forms of dissent and a return 
to more openly racist policies. 

One of these, Admiral Charles K. 
Duncan, interrupted his retirement cer
emonies on October 31 to denounce 
"those few with mental aberrations 
who may cause sabotage, those who 
choose to use the service as a vehicle 
for dissent against the military or the 
established structure of the United 
States who commit acts which make 
headlines and who endanger the Na
vy." 

On November 10, after the demands 
of the Black sailors had hit the head
lines, Admiral Elmo E. Zumwalt Jr., 
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chief of naval operations, charged that 
his antidiscrimination regulations had 
not been carried out. He warned that 
commanders who failed to prevent ex
plosions of Black discontent on their 
ships might lose their posts. 

According to Drew Middleton, 
"Many Navy officers, active and re
tired, believe their service is in a dis
ciplinary crisis arising in part from 
what they view as permissiveness and 
from the racial-equality edicts of Ad
miral Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr." The rac
ist attitudes of many of these officers 
were thrown into relief by an un
named commander who said of the 
Black sailors, "I don't say they're 
dumb, but they haven't got the ed
ucation to handle most equipment." 

Some navy officers are attempting 
to link antiracist and antiwar protest
ers in the navy to the reported in
crease in "sabotage" on the navy's 
aircraft carriers. The November 15 
Washington Post reported that the 
Constellation's captain "told a news 

conference that bombs and ordnance
handling equipment were tampered 
with while the vessel was deployed in 
the western Pacific war zone and that 
other equipment had disappeared over 
the side. 

"I couldn't say, 'Yes, we had sabo
tage,'" he said, "but there were indi
cations saboteurs were at work. We 
never were able to pin down a group 
or individual." 

An unidentified officer quoted in the 
November 6 New York Times de
scribed the conditions that produce 
much of the property damage and 
delays that afflict the navy: 

"As the ground war wound down 
[in Indochina], the bulk of it was 
picked up by the Navy. Well, we've 
got old ships that are undermanned. 
... And the Navy can't afford to 
take the ships to Japan or Hong Kong 
for liberty; there's no time. So they 
go to Subic Bay [in the Philippines], 
spend a few days and turn it 
around." D 

Women's Liberation Debate in Brussels 

Women packed an auditorium in 
Brussels on November 11 for a full 
day of speeches and discussion on 
the liberation of women. According 
to the November 1 7 issue of the rev
olutionary-socialist weekly La Gauche, 
between 5,000 and 6,000 women at
tended this unprecedented event- the 
first major activity of the Belgian 
women's liberation movement. 

According to a report on the con
ference in the November 15 Los An
geles Times, authors Simone de 
Beauvoir and Germaine Greer spoke 
at the conference and initiated a live
ly discussion on the topic of abortion. 
Beauvoir came to Brussels just after 
having testified in Paris in defense 
of Michelle Chevalier and three other 
women charged with procuring, aid
ing, or abetting an abortion performed 
on seventeen-year-old Marie-Claire 
Chevalier. 

The Los Angeles Times noted that 
an estimated 150,000 Belgian women 
are forced to resort to illegal abor
tions each year, although wealthy 
Belgian women are able to travel to 
Britain or the Netherlands where 
abortion is legal. Contraceptive pills 
are also forbidden by law in Belgium, 

a country heavily influenced by the 
Catholic Church. 

The report in La Gauche described 
the conference as "tremendous," and 
"a gigantic discussion." The event, said 
La Gauche, "was, at one and the same 
time, the first stage of a movement 
in full growth, the first demonstra
tion of women as women, and the 
coming together of many ideas
sometimes differing, sometimes con
gruent- of all of the independent fem
inist groups that were able to com
pare their experiences and activities 
in the course of organizing "F" day 
[the conference was called Journee des 
Femmes, or Journee "F"-women's 
day]. 

A broad spectrum of women's or
ganizations took part in the confer
ence, which tentatively projected a 
women's liberation demonstration for 
March or April. 

La Gauche reported that "exchange 
of ideas and experiences touched on 
diverse questions: women's jobs (since 
only 27 percent of women work out
side the home, this question was the 
subject of the greatest discussion), 
abortion, contraception, maternity, 
paternity, child-care centers, and the 
double working day of women." D 
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CP Sees 'Anti-Communism' Behind SWP Vote 

Jenness-Pulley Campaign Scores Big Gains 
Although the votes cast for Nixon, 

McGovern, Schmitz (candidate of the 
right-wing American party), and 
Spock (candidate of the left-liberal 
People's party) have been tallied and 
the totals published, U. S. election of
ficials and news media have contin
ued, for the most part, to refuse to 
report the votes cast for socialist can
didates. As a result, only fragmentary 
information about the vote received 
by Linda Jenness, Andrew Pulley, and 
ninety-three other Socialist Workers 
party candidates is available. 

In Cuyahoga County, Ohio (which 
includes the city of Cleveland), where 
Jenness and Pulley appeared on the 
ballot despite a ruling by the Ohio 
secretary of state that they were in
eligible because of their age, the 
Trotskyist ticket got 9, 773 votes ( 1.4 
percent) with 65 percent of the polling 
places counted. Schmitz received 9,567 
votes, and 1,256 were cast for the 
Communist party ticket of Gus Hall 
and Jarvis Tyner. 

In Texas, Jenness and Pulley won 
9,700 votes (.28 percent). Local can
didates in Texas scored some impres
sive, although still modest totals. Deb
by Leonard, the SWP candidate for 
governor, got 23,404 votes. Tom Kin
caid received 58,384 votes (3.3 per
cent) for state attorney-general, and 
Anne Springer drew 92,039 (3.9 per
cent) for comptroller. 

Whatever the final tally of SWP votes 
may be, it will not provide an ac
curate measure of the accomplish
ments of the revolutionary-socialist 
campaign. In the December 1 issue 
of The .Militant, a revolutionary-so
cialist weekly published in New York, 
Larry Seigle, who was national cam
paign manager for the SWP, wrote: 

the Jenness-Pulley campaign 
and the nearly 100 local and state
wide socialist campaigns constituted 
the most important, most successful, 
and most extensive socialist election 
campaign since the time of Eugene 
Debs. The scope of its activities, the 
degree to which it struck a respon
sive chord among all of the radical
izing sectors of society, and the ex
tent to which it was able to inter
vene in and relate to the most press-
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ing political debates and developments 
-all of these factors point to a most 
successful campaign." 

Linda Jenness traveled to ninety
nine cities, speaking to 332 meetings 
with audiences totaling 37,000 per
sons. Pulley visited seventy-five cities, 
speaking to 11,000 persons at 297 
meetings. In addition, they addressed 
more than 250,000 people at antiwar 
rallies. 

In May, Jenness visited Mexico, 
Peru, Argentina, and Chile, where she 
spoke to meetings attended by more 
than 8,000 persons. During a trip 
to West Germany, Pulley met with 
Black G Is who are waging anti-racist 
struggles in the army. 

Nearly 3 million pieces of literature 
were distributed by the national cam
paign office, more than twice the to
tal distributed in the 1968 campaign. 
About 53,000 copies of The Truth 
about Senator George McGovern, a 
pamphlet detailing the Democratic 
candidate's proimperialist record, 
were sold. Other "truth kits" were pub
lished exposing the campaigns of Nix
on, Humphrey, and the Communist 
party. 

Although bourgeois newspapers and 
national broadcasting networks would 
have preferred to exclude the SWP 
campaign from news coverage and 
refused to grant Trotskyist candidates 
"equal time" with bourgeois contend
ers, the SWP candidates were able to 
make important gains in media cov
erage. Articles about Jenness and Pul
ley appeared in nearly 600 news
papers published in 4 73 cities and 
towns, with a circulation of nearly 
53 million. They appeared on almost 
250 local radio and television shows 
during the campaign. These statistics 
do not include the coverage the cam
paign received in the campus and "un
derground" press or the publicity ob
tained by local candidates. 

Fifteen thousand persons endorsed 
the SWP campaign as an alternative 
to the capitalist parties. 

The Communist party, the strongest 
opponent of revolutionary socialism 
on the left in the United States, made 
its most intensive electoral effort in 
more than three decades. While seek-

ing to appear "independent" of the 
Democratic party, the CP candidates 
frequently expressed their sympathy 
for McGovern and other liberal Dem
ocrats. 

Although SWP candidates directed 
most of their fire at the capitalist can
didates and their policies, the contrast 
between the Trotskyist and CP cam
paigns reflected changes that are oc
curring in the relationship of forces 
on the U. S. left. 

"The SWP won ballot positions in 
twice as many states as the CP," wrote 
Larry Seigle. "Meetings for the can
didates on campuses throughout the 
country were generally larger than 
those for the CP. The candidates of 
the SWP were more widely known and 
better regarded among movement ac
tivists than were the candidates of the 
CP. 

"Even the capitalist media, which 
usually tends to emphasize (and ex
aggerate) the role of the CP in rad
ical protest movements, was forced 
to recognize the greater impact of the 
SWP campaign. 

"And, in spite of the fact that the 
Hall-Tyner Campaign Committee 
spent literally tens of thousands of 
dollars in the last weeks of the cam
paign on paid TV, radio, and news
paper advertising (the SWP, unfor
tunately, couldn't afford even a nickel 
for paid advertising), it seems that 
the votes for the SWP candidates are 
uniformly higher than those for the 
Communist party." 

Stung by these results, the N ovem
ber 9 issue of the Daily World, which 
reflects the views of the Communist 
party, wrote: 

"The larger vote in some areas re
ceived by the Trotskyite Socialist 
Workers Party and even the Socialist 
Labor Party was attributed largely 
to anti-communism, anti-Sovietism 
and myths about the [Communist] 
Party itself .... A vote for the Com
munist Party requires more conscious
ness than a vote for other minority 
parties." According to this peculiar 
logic, a vote for the SWP, which made 
defense of the Vietnamese revolution 
against imperialist attack the central 
issue in its campaign, becomes an 
expression of "anti-communism." 

By presenting the ideas of revolu
tionary socialism with enthusiasm and 
imagination, the Socialist Workers 
party won a greatly increased audi
ence for the Trotskyist movement. D 
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Electoral Activity in New Zealand socialist commitment. In fact the So
cialist Action League, in spite of its 
"Vote Labour" cry, is really a more 
severe critic of the Labour Party than 
the Nati.onal Party. 'Socialists for Labour' Makes Gains 

Will its supporters really vote La
bour? [The following article appeared in 

the November 12 Sunday Herald, a 
major New Zealand Sunday news
paper, under the title "Labour Snubs 
Friends Who Aim to Bring Glad Ti
dings." It was written by the paper's 
parliamentary reporter, Jim Eagles, 
and indicates the impact that the So
cialists for Labour campaign is mak
ing in the current election period. 

[The Socialists for Labour cam
paign was initiated by the Socialist 
Action League at the Labour party's 
national conference last May. Since 
then hundreds of young people in 
nearly twenty towns and cities have 
endorsed the campaign and partic
ipated in campaign activities. Circu
lation of the campaign newspaper, So
cialist Action, has doubled in the 
weeks leading up to the November 
25 elections. The November 17 issue 
of the paper reports that at some La
bour party election meetings, queues 
have formed to buy Socialist Action 
and sellers have completely sold out. 

[The article refers to a meeting in 
Wellington addressed by Prime Min
ister John Marshall of the ruling Na
tional party on November 7. Support
ers of Socialists for Labour partici
pated in picket lines organized by anti
war and abortion-law repeal groups 
outside the meeting, but dissociated 
themselves from some attempts to dis
rupt the meeting.] 

* * * 

It might seem amazing that at elec
tion time the Labour Party is trying 
to beat off, or expel, one of its most 
vociferous groups of supporters. But 
that is what is happening. 

Since the campaign began, the So
cialist Action League has distributed 
40,000 "Vote Labour" leaflets, put up 
7,000 "Vote Labour" posters and sold 
hundreds of copies of a "For a La
bour Government" newspaper, as well 
as knocking on scores of doors 
spreading the Labour message. 

Yet in return the group has been 
attacked by the Labour leader, Mr 
Norman Kirk, proscribed by the na
tional executive and slowly weeded 
out of Labour ranks. 

Why should this be? 
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The reason becomes a little clearer 
when the nature of the "Vote Labour" 
campaign is analyzed. Socialist Ac
tion pamphlets may support Labour, 
but they attack the leadership of Mr 
Kirk and most party policies. The 
call is for Labour to end support 
for the Vietnam war, repeal all abor
tion laws, end all wage restraints and 
cancel the Springbok tour [a tour 
of New Zealand by a South African 
rugby team]. 

Socialist Action supporters have at
tended a great many election meetings, 
but they have mostly been Labour 
ones. In fact, when the Prime Minister 
spoke in Wellington during the week,, 
a Socialist Action spokesman stood 
up at question time and dissociated 
his organisation from the disruption 
of the meeting. 

But wherever Mr Kirk has spoken, 
Socialist Action people have gone 
along to badger him about Labour's 

"Yes, of course we will," said the 
campaign chairman, Mr Keith Locke, 
"and we have persuaded quite a few 
people to support Labour. 

"A great many people cannot under
stand our attitude, but that is because 
they cannot distinguish between the 
Labour Party and its present leader
ship. We support the Labour Party 
because it is the party of the working 
class and was founded by the work
ing class before the likes of Norman 
Kirk were ever born. But we do not 
support the present right-wing leader
ship of that party. 

"So we will vote for the Labour 
Party, but we will continue to crit
icise the leadership so long as it main
tains the present status quo policies." 

And as for the Labour Party, it 
continues to maintain a complete dis
avowal of the Socialist Action League 
and its support. 0 

After Death of Soviet Political Prisoner 

Galanskov's Parents Demand Inquiry 
The parents of Yuri Galanskov, a 

Soviet dissident who died in a forced 
labor camp on November 4, have 
demanded a "comprehensive and of
ficial explanation" of his death. Un
less they receive an explanation from 
Soviet officials, the parents say, "we 
will insist that our son was killed" 
in the Mordovian prison camp. 

According to an Associated Press 
dispatch from Moscow printed in the 
November 27 New York Post, the 
parents made their request in a two
page letter to the department of super
vision of places of confinement of the 
Soviet Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

Galanskov, a thirty-three-year-old 
poet, was one of the most prominent 
activists in the Soviet opposition 
movement. His death occurred while 
he was serving a seven-year sentence 
for "anti-Soviet activity." The charges 
stem from allegations that Galanskov 
edited two samizdat literary journals. 

Galanskov apparently died of peri-

tonitis after an October 18 operation 
in the prison camp for a perforated 
ulcer. His parents stated in their let
ter that their son had suffered from 
an ulcer since 1961. Prison hos pita! 
authorities, the parents wrote, "pro
posed a number of times that he be 
operated on, but he refused" because 
a surgeon at the camp "warned our 
son that because of his physical weak
ness and the clinic's lack of the neces
sary postoperative diet he would not 
survive the operation. 

"This is why we asked the camp ad
ministration to transfer him to the 
prison hospital in Leningrad, where 
the operation could be performed un
der appropriate conditions," wrote the 
parents. 

Despite repeated appeals from the 
parents, and from a Moscow doctor 
familiar with Galanskov's medical his
tory, prison officials replied that there 
was no need for a transfer or any spe
cial diet. 0 
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'The Vices of the Rich ... '? 

French Abortion Struggle Mounts 
By Candida Barberena 

"It's a first victory over the defen
ders of an obsolescent law," Gisele Ha
limi told nearly 2,000 supporters of 
women's right to abortion at the Mutu
alite in Paris on November 22. "A step 
forward has been taken. It cannot be 
reversed. And this is what is ringing 
the death knell of the 1920 law." 

Halimi's comments, reported in the 
November 24 Le Monde, reflect the 
opinion of hundreds of thousands in 
France who yearly face heavy fines 
and stiff sentences under the current 
abortion law. She was addressing a 
rally called to evaluate a legal judg
ment concerning four women accused 
of involvement in an abortion case 
that may very well have permanently 
damaged the law's power. 

Earlier that day a court in the Paris 
suburb of Bobigny acquitted Madame 
Duboucheix and Madame Sausset, 
who acted as "intermediaries" for Ma
dame Chevalier in obtaining her 
daughter's abortion. (See Interconti
nental Press, November 27, p. 1295.) 
The mother was fined 500 francs 
(about US$100) and the abortionist, 
Madame Bambuck, was sentenced to 
one year in prison under a law pro
viding for up to ten years' imprison
ment and a $14,000 fine. But the pen
alties imposed in the latter two cases 
were suspended. 

In recent years although the number 
of abortions performed has steadily 
increased, the reverse is true of the 
number of convictions recorded. Ac
cording to the November 24 Le 
Monde, the number of convictions in 
1950 was 2,885; in 1969 it was 471. 

However, these developments and 
the mild Bobigny judgments contrast 
sharply with earlier abortion-law 
prosecution in France. For example 
the last woman to be sentenced to 
life imprisonment in France was an 
abortionist, as was the last woman to 
be executed, in 1943. 

In an article that accompanied the 
report of the rally, Le Monde listed 
the following recent convictions: 

On July 7, 1972, a Belfort nurse 
was sentenced to two years in prison, 
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fined 10,000 francs (about US 
$2,000), and permanently prohibited 
from practicing her profession; her 
patients were each given suspended 
sentences of one year in prison and 
were fined 2,000 francs; each "accom
plice" got a six month suspended pris
on term. 

On July 5, 1971, at Sainte-Etienne, 
fifty-seven persons were sentenced to 
terms ranging from three years in 
prison to several months suspended 
in an affair involving about 100 
abortions. 

On February 5, 1971, Dr. Ali Lad
jadj was sentenced to two years inpris
on for having performed thirty-six 
abortions in a private clinic in Saint
Denis-de-la-Reunion. Three other doc
tors and a nurse were sentenced to 
prison terms of six months to one 
year. 

On May 19, 1970, Dr. Sauveur Pa
lau received a sentence in Toulouse of 
five years in prison and lost his li
cense for having allegedly performed 
nearly 2,000 abortions. 

In her remarks at the Mutualite de
fense lawyer Halimi was severely criti
cal of the entire Bobigny proceeding, 
which she said " ... is a perfect ex
ample of disarray in the legal struc
ture." Reproaching the judges for lack 
of initiative in questioning the abortion 
law while in a position to do so, Ha
limi continued, "They hid themselves 
behind the principle of the separation 
of powers," in an attempt to avoid 
"interfering" in the power of the legis
lature. 

"However, not everyone had the 
same scruples regarding the indepen
dence of the bench," the lawyer added, 
alluding, according to Le Monde, to 
pressures that she claims were brought 
to bear by the national council of the 
Ordre des Medecins (the powerful 
French professional medical associa
tion) and the minister of health, Jean 
Foyer. 

In any case the medical establish
ment demonstrated its intransigent op
position to the liberalizing trend im
plied by the outcome of the Bobigny 

trial. Consider the experience of Dr. 
Paul Milliez, one of the expert wit
nesses at the trial. Incensed by his 
"unethical" comments at the trial in 
favor of liberalized abortion legisla
tion, the Ordre des Medecins repri
manded him sharply. The minister of 
health was harsh and crude in his 
denunciation. At the trial Milliez had 
stated that in fact social differences 
are a factor in the availability of abor
tion. The minister's response was that 
this was "no reason why the vices of 
the rich should be made equally pos
sible for the poor." 

Other speakers at the meeting spon
sored by the women's group Choisir, 
which has headed the campaign for 
abortion rights, were Dr. Petit from 
the organization Health Information; 
three of the defendents, including Ma
dame Chevalier; and parliamentary 
deputy Michel Rocard, a sponsor of 
Choisir's repeal draft in the National 
Assembly. 

The optimistic mood of the rally ex
pressed a conviction that the dismal 
history of prosecution of abortion 
cases is drawing to a close. But Mme. 
Chevalier expressed the determination 
of many French citizens to extend their 
gains against restrictive abortion legis
lation when she announced, "I've de
cided to appeal; our fight goes on." 0 

Students 'Love the Leek' 
"Motions favouring self-government for 

Wales have been passed in two separate 
debates staged in Welsh colleges in the 
last week," the October 20 issue of the Welsh 
Nation reported. The weekly of Plaid Cym
ru [the Welsh Nationalist party] continued: 

"In University College Aberystwyth, the 
college's Debates Union passed a motion 
"That the future of Wales lies with Welsh 
nationalism" by 126 votes to 46, with 50 
abstentions. The motion was proposed by 
Alderman Gwynfor Evans and opposed by 
British NUS [National Union of Students] 
secretary Mr. Terry. 

"And in Caerdydd [Cardiff] a motion 
called for self-determination for Wales was 
passed without the need for the votes to be 
counted. The motion, proposed by Mr. Em
rys Roberts and seconded by Mr. John 
Owen, Pen y Bont, was that "This House 
loves the leek [the Welsh national symbol] 
and favours Welsh self-determination." 

"The motion was opposed by Caerdydd 
Labour Party chairman Mr. John Reynolds 
and NUS president Mr. Digby Jacks [ asso
ciated with the Communist party]. 

The nationalist paper reported that Plaid 
Cymru is increasing its activity on the 
Welsh campuses. D 
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The Medvedevs-A Trend 1n the Soviet Opposition 
There are three major currents 

among the great variety of opposi
tionists in the different regions and 
republics of the Soviet Union today. 

First, there are the liberals- usual
ly prominent scientists, technicians, or 
figures in the cultural establishment. 
Although they are demanding demo
cratization for the entire society, they 
have not broken with the bureaucracy. 
As intelligentsia concerned with the 
progress of science, technology, and 
culture, and with greater freedom and 
flexibility in their own work, they feel 
that democratization is vital. They 
also realize that they cannot obtain 
it for themselves alone without ob
taining it for all layers of the popu
lation. But their approach is to try 
to "collaborate" with the bureaucratic 
establishment to persuade the Brezh
nevs to democratize without causing 
undue commotion and mass distur
bances. 

This is a hopeless perspective, and 
in their efforts to pressure the hide
bound sectors of the bureaucracy, the 
liberal intelligentsia sometimes take 
steps, almost inadvertently, that have 
consequences going beyond their own 
limited aims. In this they are remini
scent of the liberals of 1905 whose 
mild speeches urging the Czar to re
form were the first expressions of a 
mass upheaval that shook the entire 
empire. 

A second significant current in the 
new Soviet opposition consists of what 
might be called the "radical democratic" 
elements. If the circles around Aca
demician Andrei Sakharov and his 
Human Rights Committee are the most 
characteristic expression of the "liberal 
democratizers" (moderates, gradual
ists), then Pyotr Yakir and the circles 
around the Initiative Group for the 
Defense of Human Rights in the USSR 
are characteristic of the "radicals." 

These elements are lower on the 
scale of social prominence and priv
ilege; they are more "plebian"; they 
include former concentration-camp in
mates, radical young men and women 
from the student milieu, and even a 
smattering of workers. Most of the 
names that have become famous from 
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Moscow struggles of recent years
Bukovsky, Grigorenko, Bogoraz, 
Daniel, Gorbanevskaya, Ginzburg, 
Galanskov, Litvinov, etc.- are in this 
current. And this Moscow trend has 
its counterparts in other republics. 

The "radical democratizers" have 
broken with the bureaucracy, they 
consider it their enemy and do not 

A Question of Madness, by Zhores 
A. Medvedev and Roy A. Medve
dev. Translated from the Russian 
by Ellen de Kadt. Hardcover edi
tions: Macmillan Ltd., London; 
Knopf, New York, 1971. Paperback: 
Vintage, September 1972, 223 pp. 
$1.95. 

The Medvedev Papers: Fruitful Meet
ings Between Scientists of the 
World; Secrecy of Correspondence 
Is Guaranteed by Law, by Zhores 
Medvedev. Translated from the 
Russian by Vera Rich. With a fore
word by John Ziman, F.R.S. Mac
millan Ltd., London; St. Martins 
Press, New York, 1971, 471 pp. 
$11.95, 

expect it to democratize out of en
lightened self-interest. But up to now 
they have acted as individuals, or as 
small groups or loose circles, attempt
ing to embarrass the regime by loud
ly and openly opposing it and by 
exposing its acts of repression. 

The "radicals" have apparently not 
grappled with the task of drawing 
wide layers of the population into the 
struggle for democratization. By pub
licizing violations of human rights, 
often acting with admirable courage 
and self-sacrifice, they have indeed put 
the Brezhnev regime on the spot. But 
the power of embarrassment and of 
moral indignation is not a great force 
in human affairs, even though it may 
be an important initiating element. 
Only the mobilization of masses of 
people can effect real changes. 

Through samizdat- the private cir
culation of uncensored material, in
cluding news of the Kremlin's police 
activity- the radicals have created a 

potential for action, one that they have 
apparently not tried to realize. 

The third important current among 
the Soviet opposition is the revolu
tionary current- those who do aim 
at mobilizing masses, especially those 
sectors of society most ready or likely 
to go into action. This current is nec
essarily highly secretive; there are on
ly hints that such elements have be
gun to organize themselves- possibly 
out of "radical" circles. The recent ar
rest of Pyotr Yakir and the intensi
fied repression since January 1972 
seem to have caused serious rethink
ing of strategy and tactics among op
positional layers. 

The revolutionary current represents 
the greatest danger to the antisocialist 
privilege-grabbing and power-monop
olizing of Nixon's bureaucratic friends 
in the Kremlin. Whenever such revolu
tionary elements have been discovered 
by the KGB (secret police), they have 
been- and surely will be- dealt with 
most harshly. 

A Question of Madness is more than 
a highly dramatic, often quite funny, 
yet moving account of how the upper 
"liberal" intelligentsia mounted a cam
paign to free one of their colleagues
the eminent biologist and dissident au
thor Zhores Medvedev. In late May 
1970 Zhores was seized by KGB
inspired psychiatric hospital personnel 
and forcibly confined for "expert ex
amination" in a mental hospital in 
Kaluga, a city about 100 miles south
east of Moscow. After a campaign 
sparked mainly by his twin brother, 
Roy, Zhores was released on June 
17, 1970. 

But the Medvedevs' account of 
that campaign is even more fascinat
ing as a first-hand picture of the lives 
and connections of the "liberals." Roy, 
a historian now well known in the 
West for his study of the Stalin era, 
published in English as Let History 
Judge, refers with open distaste to 
"Pyotr Yakir and his friends," but re
luctantly concludes that a united front 
with the more radical elements is nec
essary: 

"Although there had been disagree-
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ments between us in the past, they 
now receded into the background. We 
both understood that if we got Zhores 
out, this would help all the others who 
were being held in mental hospitals 
for political reasons." 

The Medvedevs discuss the cases of 
the more radical dissidents Pyotr Gri
gorenko and Ivan Yakhimovich, who 
had been interned in psychiatric hos
pitals in 1969. The ''liberal" intelligent
sia had not mounted any energetic 
campaign in their behalf, although 
they had issued protest statements. Ob
viously the ''liberals" benefited from the 
information about and exposure of the 
bureaucracy's tactic of repressing op
positionists by ruling them insane- a 
campaign carried out through samiz
dat by the radical supporters of Gri
gorenko and Yakhimovich. 

Roy Medvedev carefully dissociates 
himself from Grigorenko's ideas
which he likens to the "Anarcho-Com
munists of 1918-20" (p. 217)-and 
stresses, as though advising Brezhnev, 
that "arguments with Grigorenko can 
be conducted only by means of po
litical dialogue, not with the aid of 
compulsory hospitalization." 

The role of novelist Aleksandr Sol
zhenitsyn and other world-famous So
viet intellectual and cultural figures 
in the campaign to free Zhores Medve
dev is highlighted in a very interesting 
way. (It is worth noting that Solzhe
nitsyn, in a New York Times interview 
that received international attention in 
the spring of 1972, specifically spoke 
out in behalf of Grigorenko, who, al
though perfectly sane, has been held 
in a mental hospital for three and a 
half years. The Times apparently did 
not find that section of the interview 
"fit to print.") 

The Medvedev Papers is composed 
of two works that Zhores Medvedev 
hoped would be published in the So
viet Union and discussed by scien
tists and technical intelligentsia. In es
sence, the papers show very concrete
ly how the police regime strangles 
the development of Soviet science by 
hindering both internal and interna
tional communication; and they show 
why democratization is necessary for 
progress toward socialism. The au
thor demands democratization not on
ly for the elite but for the population 
as a whole. 

Even though Zhores had writ
ten these works for a small circle of 
scientists, and planned to submit them 
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to the censor for official publication, 
they are the real reason he was singled 
out for repression. For all their mod
erate and gradualist limitations, they 
are too damning an exposure of the 
bureaucratic regime, which persists 
along the lines Stalin established. 

Along with an earlier work by 
Zhores Medvedev, also available in 
paperback under the title The Rise 
and Fall of T. D. Lysenko, these vol-

umes are essential reading for those 
interested in the specific nature of the 
opposition circles in the Soviet Union 
today. While they concentrate mainly 
on the liberal-intellectual sector, they 
provide an invaluable, detailed por
trait of that sector's social life, habits 
of thinking, and connections with the 
regime and with other layers of So
viet society. 

- George Saunders 

On the Early Communist International 

The republication of the English 
translation of The First Five Years 
of the Communist International, which 
was first issued in 1945 and has long 
been out of print, is an important 
event. The two volumes collect many 
of Trotsky's writings for and about 
the Comintern- reports, resolutions, 
orders to the Red Army, discussions 
of major areas of activity, articles 
from the Soviet and world Commu
nist press, and personal letters. 

The history of the Comintern' s early 
years has been buried in lies by Sta
lin and his successors. Its activities 
and decisions, permeated with the spir
it of internationalism, could not be 
reconciled with the bureaucracy's the
ory of "socialism in one country." The 
collaboration of Lenin and Trotsky 
at each stage of its development threat
ened the Stalinist campaign to deny 
Trotsky's accomplishments. The lively 
and democratic debate that character
ized its sessions contrasted too sharply 
with the three stage-managed con
gresses Stalin held from 1924 to 1943, 
when the Comintern was formally dis
solved. 

Volume one opens with the "Man
ifesto of the Communist International 
to the workers of the world," issued 
by the First World Congress in March 
1919, and concludes with documents 
concerning the Third World Congress, 
held in June-July 1921. The second 
volume includes Trotsky's contribu
tions to the Fourth World Congress 
(November-December 1922), the last 
one during Lenin's life. 

The first two congresses were held 
during the revolutionary wave set off 
by the October Revolution. Their goal 
was to prepare the anticipated seizure 
of power by the workers under Com
munist leadership. But relative to their 
tasks, the Communist parties were 
small and inexperienced. The revo-

lutionary wave peaked before they 
were strong enough to seize and main
tain state power. 

But even after the revolutionary 
wave receded, the masses retained 

The First Five Years of the Commu
nist International, by Leon Trotsky. 
Monad Press, New York, N.Y. 2Vols. 
758 pp. Cloth, $8.95 ea. Paper, $3.75. 

their combativity. In preparation for 
the third congress, Lenin and Trotsky 
developed a new generalized strategy 
for building revolutionary parties that 
would win the leadership of the mass
es: the united front. 

The shift in tactics was far from 
unanimous within the Comintern. To
gether, Lenin and Trotsky developed 
the theoretical basis and practical ap
plication of the united front as a 
means both of defending the interests 
of the working class and struggling 
against the reformist organizations. 
The debates of the Third World Con
gress are perhaps the best source of 
information on this crucial question. 

In 1933, the year he called for the 
formation of a new international, 
Trotsky said, "The first four congress
es of the Communist International left 
us an invaluable programmatic heri
tage. The character of the modern 
epoch as an epoch of imperialism, 
that is, of capitalist decline; the na
ture of modern reformism and the 
methods of struggle against it; the 
relation between democracy and pro
letarian dictatorship; the role of the 
party in the proletarian revolution 
... all these questions have been sub
jected by the first four congresses to 
a principled analysis that has re
mained unsurpassed until now." D 
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'People's Demands' for Mounting Crisis 1n Chile 
[The following list of "People's De

mands" (El Pliego del Pueblo) deal
ing with the Chilean crisis in October 
was published in the November 13-
19 issue of El Rebelde, the organ of 
the MIR (Movimiento de Izquierda 
Revolucionaria- Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left). The translation 
is by Intercontinental Press.] 

* * * 

To the list of demands raised by 
the bosses, we oppose the list of de
mands of the working class, the poor 
of the countryside and the city, of 
all the working people of Chile. 

Recent experience has shown that 
the workers do ·not need bosses in 
order to make the economy run. 

In their desperate efforts to para
lyze the country they have only suc
ceeded in revealing their parasitic na
ture to the people as a whole. 

The conclusion is clear: The bosses 
are superfluous. 

To want, therefore, to go back to 
the normal situation of yesterday is 
to decide to retreat; it is to return to 
the weakness of yesterday. 

It is to let the bosses retain their 
grip on the instruments that allow 
them to go on sabotaging production, 
withholding investments, speculating, 
wasting, and getting still richer from 
the black market. 

The bosses will thus be able at any 
moment to create the conditions for 
bringing down the government and 
for savagely suppressing the workers, 
making them pay with their blood for 
the fear that has gripped the bosses. 

The Tasks of the Workers 

The struggles in recent days have 
strengthened us to an extraordinary 
extent. We have strengthened our or
ganization and raised our level of 
political consciousness. 

The working class in the country
side and in the city has strengthened 
its leading role in relation to the other 
social layers and popular classes and 
in relation to society as a whole. 

It is we, the workers and the people, 
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who are the fundamental source of 
power that makes possible any 
advance, confrontation, and defeat of 
the big bosses and their politicians. 

As this struggle has unfolded, we 
have been developing new forms of 
organization: the municipal workers' 
councils, which will continue to 
increase our strength enormously. 

United in them around this List of 
People's Demands, we, the workers, 
peasants, squatters, students, and all 
the people, will make our enemies feel 
the enormous weight of our strength. 

Open Up the Path to People's 
Power 

1. In the new political conditions 
that have been created, in which the 
bosses are isolated and unmasked and 
the working class and the people are 
growing stronger, these demands will 
unite us and clearly indicate where 
we should direct each of our blows. 

2. The municipal coordinating com
mittees- which are today organized 
by the dozens in the provinces of Val
paraiso, Santiago, Linares, Nuble, 
Cautin, and Concepcion, and which, 
by being extended and strengthened, 
are creating the basis for municipal 
workers' councils- will strengthen us 
and will help open up the path to 
people's power, culminating in the for
mation of a people's assembly. 

3. But it is also necessary for us 
today to create other ways of relating 
to the government and its institutions. 

No one has the right to act without 
consulting us- and even less to do so 
in our name. No problem is too com
plicated for us to understand and dis
cuss. No official can forget that his 
first responsibility is to the people and 
that he is therefore obliged to submit 
to organized control by them. 

4. The workers do not want to con
tinue remaining exclusively on the de
fensive and on the level of keeping 
production going. 

Let us open up a counteroffensive 
by the people, armed with the people's 
demands that unite us and with the 
municipal workers' councils that con
stitute our strength. 

Demands such as these, and embry-

onic forms of people's power on the 
municipal level are beginning to ap
pear in all corners of Chile. 

This is because a movement is al
ready under way. Nothing and no one 
will be able to hold it back. 

The Crimes of the Bosses 

The moneyed aristocracy wants to 
shamelessly impose on the people a 
list of demands for perpetuating pov
erty, exploitation, and oppression: the 
list of demands of the SNA [Sociedad 
N acional Agricultura- National Agri
culture Society], the SOFOFA [Socie
dad de Fomento Fabril- Association 
for the Promotion of Manufacturing], 
the Camara Chilena de la Construe
cion [Chilean Chamber of Construc
tion], the Camara Central deComercio 
[Central Trade Office], etc. 

They require that their list of de
mands be met, for only in this way 
will they be able to continue in their 
parasitic role. This is the meaning of 
the "List of Chile's Demands." 

The people will struggle to see to 
it that the following crimes are 
punished. 

It is a crime to exploit the work
ers with impunity and to force them 
to accept poverty wages, arbitrary lay
offs, unemployment, and nonfulfill
ment of social legislation. 

It is a crime to become rich and 
to superexploit the workers by charg
ing exorbitant prices. 

It is a crime to corner, speculate 
on, deal in, buy off, and develop the 
black market. 

It is a crime to leave the people 
without provisions by bringing trade 
to a halt and paralyzing industry, 
farming, and transportation. 

It is a crime for the owners of fac
tories and farms, big-time merchants, 
and all exploiters to escape taxes or 
to get them reduced by taking ad
vantage of the majority the bosses 
enjoy in parliament. 

It is a serious crime against the 
people's patrimony for the bosses to 
destroy industries, institutions, and 
machinery and to boycott production 
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by not working the factories at full 
capacity. 

It is a crime to use credit to in
crease one's wealth at the people's 
expense. 

It is a crime for the capitalists not 
to invest the earnings they get from 
exploiting the workers and to use them 
in the dollar traffic, to send them 
abroad, and to use them to finance 
sedition by armed, right-wing groups, 
for extravagant consumption, and to 
buy mansions and luxury auto
mobiles. 

It is a crime to exploit and sub
jugate people, to rob them of their 
basic wealth, to appropriate their in
dustry, to strangle them financially, to 
require compensation for theft, and 
to attempt to subject them to one's 
economic control. 

North American imperialism is the 
biggest enemy of the people of Chile 
and of people everywhere. 

The People's Demands 

The useless must be expropriated. 
There must be an end to big cap
italists. 

I. Guarantee an adequate and con
venient supply of goods and their dis
tribution to the people. 

To this end we demand and will 
struggle for: 

The expropriation of all big firms 
involved in distribution. 

The expropriation of foreign trade. 
The expropriation of all big trad

ing companies. 
Workers and consumers' control 

over all trade that remains in the 
private sector, to be implemented 
through the trade unions, the JAP 
[Juntas de Abastecimiento y Control 
de Precios- neighborhood watchdog 
committees on food supplies and 
prices], and the municipal councils. 

The definitive incorporation into the 
public sector of the economy of all 
big companies involved in distribu
tion and trade that have been requi
sitioned during the capitalist strike. 

Encouragement of the formation of 
neighborhood peoples' stores connect
ed to the municipal councils, and the 
support and further creation of peo
ple's markets. 

Strengthening of the JAP and the 
consumers' and cut-rate cooperatives 
in the factories and public services. 

Support of small business. 
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Guarantee of a permanent supply 
of necessary goods to the workers. 

II. For a system of transportation 
and mobilization that meets the needs 
of the people. 

Expropriate the big companies deal
ing in the transportation of passen
gers and freight, whether on land or 
by sea. 

Create transportation companies 
within the public sector of the eco
nomy. 

Strengthen the state's collective 
transport company. 

Develop municipal collective trans
port companies under the jurisdiction 
of the municipal councils and with 
the participation of the state, the mu
nicipality, and the drivers, employees, 
and small-scale contractors in the 
transportation industry. 

Support the small-scale transport 
operators by guaranteeing the replace
ment of their equipment; group them 
together. Organize the drivers, em
ployees, dockers, and loaders, and 
develop forms of workers' control 
among them. 

Reorganize production in the auto
mobile industry to produce buses, 
liebres, * trucks, tractors, and ambu
lances in order to satisfy the collective 
needs of the workers. 

Do not return to their owners the 
big transportation companies and the 
trucks requisitioned during the current 
bosses' strike. 

III. Let all industries produce for the 
people under the control of the people. 

We, the workers, call for a struggle 
for: 

The expropriation of all big indus
trial firms and monopolies. 

The rapid expropriation, without 
compensation, of North American in
vestments in industry. 

The establishment of workers' con
trol over production in all industries 
that remain in the private sector and 
that exploit wage labor. 

The nonreturn and definitive trans
fer to the public sector of all big in
dustries requisitioned during this at
tempt at a seditious strike by the 
bosses. 

IV. The people have a right to hous-

*Literally, hares. Small passenger buses 
designed to carry around a dozen or 
so passengers. They get their name 
from their reputation for swiftness. - IP 

ing, hospitals, schools, sporting facili
ties, and cities in which everyone is 
equal. 

To this end, the people demand: 
The expropriation of big construc

tion companies. 
The formation of a state construc

tion company and of companies on a 
regional and municipal level. 

The nonreturn of construction com
panies that have been requisitioned 
or intervened. 

The banning of the Chilean Cham
ber of Construction. 

V. Only the people can solve the rural 
problem and make the land produce. 

To this end, the people are strug
gling for: 

The expropriation of all rural es
tates larger than forty HRB [Hechireas 
de Riego Basico- hectares under basic 
irrigation]. 

Elimination of the right to hold re
serve lands and to receive compen
sation for land. 

Technical support and credit for 
small and middle landowners. 

Workers' control over production in 
estates larger than twenty H RB. 

The banning of the SNA, the CAS 
[ Consorcio Agricola del Sur- Agri
cultural Consortium of the South], the 
Union of Agricultural Employers, etc. 

The granting of sufficient power to 
the municipal councils for them to 
take charge of implementing all these 
transformations and of production in 
the municipality with the backing 
of the technical apparatus of the state. 

VI. An end to imperialist exploitation 
in Chile. 

Refuse to pay the foreign debt to 
North American imperialism. 

Nationalize all North American 
businesses and investments in Chile. 

VII. No more credit for thieving 
bosses. 

Completion of the nationalization of 
all private banking and financial ac
tivities of any kind. 

Creation of a single national bank. 
Abolition of secrecy in trade and 

banking. 
Uniform banking accounts. 
Reallocation of credit to meet the 

needs of the people and to the ad
vantage of small- and medium-scale 
businessmen. 

Elimination of all forms of credit 
to businessmen who take part in the 
bosses' strike. 
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VIII. Let the big capitalists pay the 
cost of fulfilling the needs and rights 
of the people. 

To this end, the people are strug
gling for: 

A new system of taxation, the bur
den of which falls upon the capitalists, 
both domestic and foreign. 

IX. Compel the capitalists to save and 
to invest. 

Place limits on the earnings of the 
capitalists. 

Force the bosses to invest under 
the control of the workers and the 
state. 

X. A policy of salary readjustments 
along class lines. 

To this end we, the workers, are 
struggling for: 

Automatic readjustments each time 
the cost of living rises more than 
five percent. 

The costs of readjustments to be 
paid out of the capitalist's pocketbook 
so that the workers receive an increas
ingly larger share of the national in
come. 

Discriminatory readjustments, since 
it is fair that those who earn less 
should receive more in comparison 
to those with high salaries. 

XI. Women have a right to a life of 
dignity. 

To this end we, the working peo
ple, call for a struggle to: 

1. Create the conditions for freeing 
women from the heavy burden of 
household chores by: a) creating day
care centers and kindergartens, and 
people's dining halls and laundries 
in factories, farms, offices, the shanty
towns, and neighborhoods in every 
municipality; b) building better homes 
for the people and improving thewater 
and lighting fixtures in them, provid
ing each with a good bathroom and 
a convenient and comfortable kitchen; 
c) building people's grocery stores in 
the neighborhoods, and cooperatives 
and cut-rate stores in workplaces; and 
strengthening the JAP so as to guar
antee the people at their homes a nor
mal, regular, definite, complete, and 
cheap supply of goods. 

2. Establish equal rights for men 
and women. Change the present civil 
code. 

Create the conditions under which 
women will be introduced, on a mas
sive scale, into the work force in fac-
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tories, farms, offices, in the services, 
etc. 

Institute equal pay for men and 
women. 

3. Struggle to create a Ministry for 
Women that would direct the work 
of the state in creating the conditions 
for freeing women in a material sense 
so they will not be shackled to do
mestic chores. 

4. A salary for housewives. House
wives in workers' and in peasants' 
families perform work that is essen
tial to the functioning of society, but 
it is unremunerated labor, labor they 
perform without receiving any pay 
for it. This labor must be paid for. 
Let the capitalists pay for it. 

5. Struggle to organize women in
to women's committees and mothers' 
centers and to incorporate them in
to the municipal councils. 

XII. For an open, popular, and egali
tarian education. 

To achieve this, the working peo
ple are struggling for: 

1. A new education oriented to the 
needs of the people, egalitarian and 
linked to productive labor. 

2. A new educational system that: 
Sets up a single, national system 

of education under state guidance that 
eliminates private schooling. 

Establishes a democratic running of 
the educational system through na
tional, provincial, municipal, and lo
cal educational councils. These coun
cils must be made up of the govern
ment, those who work in education, 
the students, the working class, and 
the working people as a whole, selected 
through their own organizations. The 
municipal council must set up a gov
erning board and exercise general con
trol over education in the municipality 
through an education committee. Open 
up and democratize education by in
suring a massive influx, on all levels, 
of the children of workers, peasants, 
and the working people in general, 
and, at the same time, making pos
sible broad opportunities to study for 
all the working people. 

Establishes free, compulsory educa
tion for all Chilean children on the 
nursery school, primary, and secon
dary levels. 

Creates day-care centers and kinder
gartens in all shantytowns and work
ing-class neighborhoods, on all farms, 
and in the factories and public ser
vices so that they are accessible to all 
children. 

Creates a center of elementary edu
cation in every neighborhood and 
shantytown and in rural areas. 

Creates at least one center for secon
dary education in every rural and ur
ban municipality. 

3. Expansion of construction and 
registration at universities. 

4. A larger budget for education. 

XIII. The people have a right to good 
health. 

To this end, the people call for a 
struggle aiming at: 

1. Ending private medical practice 
and socializing medicine. 

2. Creating a unified, national 
health service. 

3. Democratizing the SNS [Sociedad 
N acional de Salud- National Health 
Association] by establishing an ad
ministrative system through a nation
al health council and provincial and 
local health councils consisting of pro
fessionals and technicians, those who 
work in health services, the govern
ment, and the working people in gen
eral. Establish health committees in 
every municipal workers' council that 
will guide and control health matters. 
in the municipality. 

4. Building more hospitals in ur
ban areas to serve the needs of the 
working people, building rural hos
pitals, and building polyclinics on a 
massive scale in all municipalities. 

5. Building people's pharmacies un
der the jurisdiction of the municipal 
councils in urban neighborhoods and 
in the countryside. 

6. The nationalization of the entire 
pharmaceutical industry so that the 
people will be producing medicine for 
the people. 

7. The nationalization of all the big 
pharmacies, and workers' control in 
the rest. 

Rights and Tasks of the People 

I. The right of the people to a politi
cal counteroffensive. 

1. The bosses resort to the bosses' 
strike, street rabble, terrorism, and 
maneuvers toward a coup d'etat in 
their effort to bring down the gov
ernment and to set up an antipopular 
dictatorship. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim that it is our right: 

To defend ourselves wherever we 
see fit. 

To respond blow for blow to the 
bosses. 
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And to take into our own hands 
a counteroffensive to the assault by the 
bosses. 

2. The bosses demand impunity for 
the murderers of a general and of 
dozens of peasants, for those who con
spire against the people, for those who 
incite the armed forces and the sol
diers to attempt a reactionary coup, 
and for those who call for repressing 
the people. 

In view of this, the working peo
ple proclaim our right: 

To keep an eye on every step the 
bosses and their political servants 
take. 

To demand maximum punishment 
and exposure of the murderers, accom
plices, and accessories to the fact. 

To call on the armed forces and 
the soldiers to reject the bosses' ap
peals and to place themselves on the 
side of the people. 

3. The Yankee imperialist com
panies conspire with big-time bosses 
to make off with the wealth of Chile, 
and to unleash chaos, violence, and 
hunger throughout the country. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim our right: 

To hit Yankee imperialism and the 
big bosses where it hurts- in their 
economic interests. 

To review all economic, military, 
diplomatic, and cultural agreements 
with the Yankees. 

The armed forces and the soldiers 
will not oppose the people in this task 
and will utilize the resources that our 
labor has placed at their disposal in 
order to defend our sovereignty and 
to confront those who are working 
against and carrying out aggression 
against our country and our people. 

4. The bosses control a large part 
of the mass communications system, 
orchestrate publicity campaigns that 
are full of lies against the people, 
and use their press and their radio 
to broadcast what is in their rotten 
interest and to advocate military 
coups, chaos, and uncertainty. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim our right: 

To institute control and inspection 
by the workers of all mass commu
nications networks, including their 
books and financial dealings. 

To demand the expropriation of 
those dailies and radio stations that 
persist in presenting lies and misin
formation. 
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Only the people can keep the people 
informed. 

5. The bosses use the courts as an 
instrument for favoring the rich and 
the powerful at the expense of the 
people. 

In view of this the working people 
proclaim our right to denounce this 
manipulation of justice in behalf of 
the bosses, to struggle to control it, 
and to create genuine justice that 
serves the people. 

6. The bosses use the bureaucracy 
of the various branches of the state 
apparatus to pass over or take care 
of the just rights of the people by 
invoking the excuse of red tape, of
ficial seals, and rubber stamps. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim our right to closely control 
the bureaucracy, to denounce incom
petent officials, to require that they 
be publicly accountable to the people, 
to remove them when necessary, and 
to open up the path toward a demo
cratic selection of officials by the peo
ple. 

7. The bosses use the parliament 
as a platform for their own interests, 
as a center of operations for plan
ning their offensive against the people, 
as an instrument for passing legis
lation against the interests of the ma
jority, as a trench to block the ad
vance of the masses, and in order 
to defend parasites and exploiters. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim our right to take to the 
streets in protest; to convert every fac
tory, farm, mine, secondary school, 
or shantytown into a center of dis
cussion and permanent denunciation 
of the parliament; to fall back on all 
our organizations in order to control 
the activity of the bosses' parliament; 
to extend as much as possible all 
forms of democracy that have arisen 
directly out of the people; to create 
municipal workers' councils every
where in Chile as the most legitimate, 
encompassing, and representative in
strument of the organized people; and 
to gain strength on a mass scale in 
order to move ahead with laying the 
basis for creating a people's assembly. 

8. The capitalists and their political 
parties use the state power that they 
still retain to increase their wealth and 
privileges and to maintain the pov
erty and oppression of millions. 

In view of this, the working people 
proclaim their inalienable right to 
struggle to build a new kind of power 

that emerges from and is perfected 
from below, that will implement a new 
kind of legality and democracy that 
are revolutionary and popular in 
character; a new kind of power whose 
strength imposes conditions on the en
emy; a new kind of power for de
ciding, ordering, executing, and tak
ing care of whatever the masses be
lieve to be in their interests and which 
involves nothing less than the con
quest of power by the working people. 

II. Only greater power for the working 
class and the people can halt the crisis 
that threatens the economy. 

The working class must take things 
into its own hands and assume a 
major control over the productive ap
paratus. 

This can only be achieved by: 
a. Socializing a major part of the 

economy. 
Socialization means: 
1. Nationalization of all the big in

dustrial, agricultural, transport, trade, 
and construction companies, etc. 

2. Establishment of workers' man
agement in factories belonging to the 
public sector of the economy by once 
and for all transcending the bureau
cratic and limited pattern of current 
participation. 

b. Establishing workers' control in 
all companies in industry, trade, agri
culture, etc., that remain in the pri
vate sector. 

Workers' control means that the cap
italist retains ownership of the com
pany but the working people inter
vene to control all aspects of the com
pany's activity: production, prices, 
earnings, distribution, salaries, wages, 
investments, bookkeeping, organiza
tion of the work force, etc. 

c. Establishing the control and in
creasing management of the economy 
as a whole by the working people in 
national planning, in the setting of 
prices and wages, in investment pol
icy, in the policy of nationalization, 
etc. 

Only if the working class and the 
working people assume a major con
trol over the functioning of the econ
omy and its surplus product will it 
be possible to increase production and 
productivity, since the people will then 
begin to produce for the people. 

III. Immediate tasks. 
a. Call on the people to assemble 

on a permanent basis in every fac
tory, farm, shantytown, school, union, 
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and coordinating committee in order 
to discuss the People's Demands. The 
definitive list of demands will continue 
to be put together from below by 
drawing on the initiative of the mass-
es. 

municipal workers' council by uniting 
and mobilizing the broadest layers 
and by developing democracy directly 

through the rank-and-file assemblies 
and the people's assembly of the mu
~~~~ D 

b. Carry out the immediate pro-

gram of the people: Official IRA Discusses Black Soldiers 
1. No return to their owners of the 

industries and companies involved in 
distribution or the big trading and 
transportation firms that were inter
vened, requisitioned, and occupied 
during the capitalist strike; incorpor
ate them into the public sector of the 
economy. 

2. No return to their owners of the 
big agricultural firms and estates larg
er than forty HRB occupied and inter
vened during the strike. 

3. Definitive establishment of work
ers' control in all those companies 
that remain in the private sector, 
whether industrial, agricultural, trans
port, trading, or whatever, in which 
the working people have in fact es
tablished a new kind of relationship 
with the bosses. 

IV. Step up the people's level of or
ganization. 

a. Step up the organization of self
defense and watchdog committees. 

b. Strengthen the JAP and all or
ganizations that make it possible to 
guarantee an effective supply and dis
tribution of goods to the people; main
tain control over the price of goods; 
keep an eye on merchants. 

c. Form committees of workers' 
control in factories and firms where 
strength is sufficient to make it feas
ible. 

d. Strengthen the coordinating com
mittees already in existence by step
ping up their transformation into gen
uine municipal councils through the 
active involvement of all sectors of 
the people. 

e. Form coordinating committees 
where they do not already exist. Make 
them above all a basis for organizing 
the masses already living in each mu
nicipality. 

During a second phase, the leader
ship of the coordinating committee 
must initiate a thorough discussion 
in rank-and-file assemblies, elect a del
egates' council, and put forward a 
program for struggle that makes it 
possible to mobilize the entire munic
ipality. During a third phase, it will 
be possible to definitively establish a 
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[We have taken the following article 
from issue No. 7 of The Starry Plow, 
the paper of the Official Republican 
Clubs in Derry, Northern Ireland. The 
paper has been appearing monthly. 
This issue is undated but was appar
ently put out after British troops oc
cupied the nationalist ghetto of Derry 
on August 1.] 

* * * 

The sight of a coloured soldier is 
a very common thing in Creggan and 
the Bogside these days. Now, don't 
be getting alarmed, we haven't turned 
Racialist or anything like that- far 
from it, in fact, we would like to point 
out to the coloured soldiers that they 
are being used by the British to do 
their Dirty Work, that they came thou
sands of miles to good old England, 
where they were told everything is 
rosy, where they would be accepted 
as British Subjects and as such would 
get good jobs and good housing and 
settle down to a jolly good old English 
life. It seems that the English haven't 
kept their word as usual. 

These coloured boys we see totting 
English Guns, on our streets, had no 
alternative outside unemployment but 
to join the British Army. It is amazing 
that these people, who have been 
kicked about by the English as much 
as they have, can shame their own 
race by fighting England's wars for 
her. We would say to the coloured 
soldiers- you are oppressed as much 
as we are, England has done nothing 
for the coloured peoples of this world 
but rape their countries of their riches 
and use the people and when they 
can use the people no more they dis
pose of them. 

The British Army is a tool of the 
capitalists. Have discussions with oth
er coloured soldiers and ask your
selves: "What exactly are you doing 
here?" Are you really fooled into 
thinking that you are here to keep 
the Irish from fighting each other or 
are you here to deny the mass of the 
Irish people their Civil Rights? We 
ask you to think about it. Can you 

deny us our Civil Rights when you 
haven't got your own Civil Rights? 

Even the children here in Derry no
tice the way all the other soldiers 
treat the coloureds. On a foot patrol, 
if they have to turn a street corner, 
they send the coloured fella around 
first, but if they are on the straight 
they put the coloured fella to the back. 
Now we know and you know that 
this is [not] coincidence-foot patrols 
have even been seen with coloured 
soldiers leading and at the rear of 
the patrol with all the English safe 
in between. 

In conclusion we say to the coloured 
soldiers: "Stand up for your rights 
in the British Army, better still de
sert, because you have nothing to gain 
in it, in fact when it comes time for 
you to leave it, you will just be an
other WOG to the British." D 

Telephones Off Limits 
for Soviet Dissidents 

Persons whose activity is deemed "con
trary to the interests of the state and to the 
maintenance of public order" are no longer 
allowed to use the telephone system in the 
Soviet Union, according to a dispatch from 
Moscow by Agence France-Presse published 
in the November 14 issue of the Paris daily 
Le Monde. Last August 31, the Soviet gov
ernment promulgated a decree to that ef
fect. 

The new regulation is an addition to 
article 74 of -the statute on telephone com
munications in the USSR adopted by the 
council of ministers on May 27, 1971, and 
listed as number 316. The article stipu
lates that "it is forbidden to use interurban, 
regional, and interrural telephone connec
tions for aims that go counter to the in
terests of the state and order." 

A copy of the decree was made available 
to foreign correspondents by dissidents in 
Moscow on November 11, according to 
AFP. It makes no mention of international 
telephone communications and does not 
indicate what punishment awaits violators. 
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Sihanouk Discusses Indochina Agreement 

[The following interview with Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, president of the 
GRUNC (Gouvernement Royal Uni 
National du Cambodge-- Royal 
United National Government of Cam
bodia), was published in the Novem
ber 13 issue of the Paris biweekly 
Afrique-Asie. The translation is by In
tercontinental Press.] 

* * * 

Question. Now that a solution to 
the American war of aggression 
against the Vietnamese people is in 
sight, what possible solutions are there 
to the Cambodian problem, and how 
should one regard the maneuvers of 
the Soviets along the lines of encour
aging contacts between Lon Nol and 
some of their supporters in order to 
work out a compromise that excludes 
the GRUNC? 

Answer. The Soviet Union is franti
cally maneuvering to get the Cam
bodian Communists to abandon Si
hanouk and to rally to Lon N ol. But 
the Khmers Rouges, who are mem
bers of the FUNC [Front Uni Na
tional du Cambodge- National 
United Front of Cambodia], are too 
patriotic to play the game of the two 
superpowers, that is, of the United 
States and the USSR, which are 
agreed on ruling and dividing up the 
world. The Khmers Rouges and the 
Sihanoukists united in the F UNC will 
resolutely continue the armed strug
gle until the traitorous clique of Lon 
N ol and American neocolonialism 
that has been set up in Pnompenh 
has been totally and irrevocably elim
inated. The FUNC, the GRUNC, and 
the FAPLNC [Forces Armees Popu
laires de Liberation Nationale du 
Cambodge- Popular Armed Forces 
for the National Liberation of Cam
bodia] have already solemnly let 
the world know that they will never 
accept the authority of a probable 
Vietnamese-Am<:>rican agreement on a 
cease-fire or peace. Countries like Ja
pan, Indonesia, Canada, Poland, and 
Hungary that are getting ready to go 
and supervise a cease-fire in Indo
china stand forewarned that they will 
have no right to set foot on Cambodia 
and that we will consider their so
called controllers as invaders and will 
militarily struggle against them as ag-
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gressors against the Khmer people. 

Q. Have you made agreements with 
the Vietnamese and Laotian comrades 
to prevent any such betrayal? 

A. Our Vietnamese and Laotian 
brothers and comrades in arms want 
to conclude an agreement on a cease
fire and peace in the near future with 
their adversaries in Washington, Sai
gon, and Vientianne. That is their 
right. But we have indicated to them 
in very clear terms that the Khmer 
problem is different from theirs and 
that as a result we will never accept 
any agreement with the United States 
and the traitors in Pnompenh. The 
DRV [Democratic Republic of Vietnam], 
the PRG [Provisional Revolutionary 
Government] of South Vietnam, and 
the Neo Lao Haksat have told us that 
they would remain faithful to the joint 
resolution accepted at the summit con
ference of the Indochinese peoples on 
April 25, 1971, and would still sup
port the FUNC, the GRUNC, and the 
F APLNC in their struggle to the death 
against imperialism and the usurpers 
in Pnompenh. 

Q. According to a recent press re
port, you are convinced that Wash
ington "will let Lon N ol fall." On what 
do you base such an expectation? 

A. On my great friend, Premier 
Chou En-lai, who once told me that 
the Americans were disgusted with the 
Lon N ol regime and that they were 
hoping to get rid of it. 

Q. Do you think Nixon will respect 
any Vietnam agreement after it 
is signed? 

A. Personally, I firmly believe Nix
on to be very Machiavellian, cynical, 
and intellectually dishonest. He's just 
like Hitler in the sense that agreements 
and treaties will never be any more 
than scraps of paper for him. 

Q. The Western press claims that 
an agreement with Vietnam could pre
sent an obstacle to your political and 
military strategy for liberating Cam
bodia. What do you think about this? 

A. If the cease-fire and peace agree
ment between Hanoi and Washington 

is signed, we, the Khmers, will have 
to solve certain problems, such as the· 
transportation of weapons. Neverthe
less, we have in stock at the moment 
enough weapons and munitions for 
two years of war. The Lon Nol clique, 
for its part, will be deprived of Ameri
can air support, of the protection af
forded by the Saigon troops, and, 
theoretically, of American military 
aid. In such a situation, it will be easy 
for us to quickly do away with this 
clique. 

Q. How do you see the future for a 
liberated Cambodia? 

A. Liberated Cambodia will again 
be called the Kingdom of Cambodia, 
but I will leave the power to the guer
rilla fighters who have well earned it. 

Q. What kind of relations will a lib
erated Cambodia have with the great 
powers and with the other countries 
of Indochina? 

A. With the countries that have been 
friendly to the Lon N ol regime we will 
not maintain diplomatic relations for 
several years and we will not cooper
ate on economic, cultural, and po
litical matters, among others. Personal 
property and real estate on our soil 
belonging to these powers or their 
nationals will, to put it purely and 
simply, be confiscated. Our relations 
with the DRV, the South Vietnam of 
the NLF [National Liberation Front], 
and the Laos of the Neo Lao Haksat 
will be the best and the closest possible. 
But the Khmer kingdom will remain 
a nonaligned state and, as a result, 
will not form any federation with Viet
nam and Laos. D 

They Die Pretty Hard 

A spectre is haunting West Point.. 
The apparition has been seen by a 

half dozen cadets, "always in the dead 
of night, drifting in and out of stone 
masonry walls and metal lockers in 
a ground-floor dormitory room of the 
47th Division Barracks." 

Cadet Captain Keith W. Bakkan 
stayed in a haunted room overnight, 
but his testimony is suspect. According 
to Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Dionne, 
"He observed nothing but admits to 
being an unbeliever." 

Intercontinental Press 
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