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Yankee Ingenuity

Go for Their Eyeballs

When it comes to inventing mechan-
ical devices, few are ahead of the
Yankees at the patent office.

This has been demonstrated over
and over in the Vietnam war. The
use of napalm to roast babies is an
example. Needle bombs can be cited.
White phosphorous, too. And "smart
bombs."

All these may soon be eclipsed, how-
ever, by a device on which research
is being done for the 6570th Aero-
space Medical Research Laboratory
at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio. It involves "giant pulse lasers.”

According to Washington columnist
Jack Anderson laboratory models
have already been used "to bring rab-
bit and monkey eyes to the boiling
point, causing bleeding and an ac-
tual explosion in the eye."

In his August 5 column, Anderson
quotes from a classified research doc-
ument: "Retinal exposures to unatten-
uated Q-switch laser beams resulted
in vaporization of . . . tissue with the
production of relatively massive blast
and hemorrhagic effects in addition
to extensive retinal burns . .

"This is important in considering
the anti-personnel weapon applica-
tions of the lasers ... It would not
matter upon which portion of the ret-
ina the image was formed because
the resulting micro-explosion of the
tissue would lead to blindness."

Military scientists told Anderson that
the "weapons could be reduced toback-
pack size and aimed at enemy officers
by use of high-power telescopic lenses.
The beam would cover a circle with
a diameter of several feet.

"Any eye in that area would be de-
stroyed if it was exposed to the ray
for even a split instant . . ."

For U.S. taxpayers who might de-
mur at the cost of producing such
a weapon, the Pentagon's thinking
might prove persuasive: "By blinding
instead of killing, the weapons would
cause endless grief not only to the
victim, but to the authorities who
would have to take care of blinded
soldiers.”

Asked for comment, a Pentagon "ex-
pert" told Anderson that the material
remained "classified."”
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Geographer’s Report From North Vietnam

Bombing of Dikes 'Systematic and Deliberate’

Not only are U.S. bombing raids
on North Vietnam deliberately di-
rected against that country's intricate
hydraulic system, but the bombs are
aimed specifically at those sections of
the dikes, sluice-gates, and dams that
are most vulnerable and whose de-
struction would lead to the greatest
possible number of deaths on the
plains surrounding the Red River
delta.

This was the conclusion of Yves
Lacoste, one of the members — along
with former U.S. Attorney General
Ramsey Clark and former Irish For-
eign Minister Sean McBride—of an
investigative team sent in August to
North Vietnam by the International
Commission of Inquiry into U.S.
Crimes in Indochina.

Lacoste is specially qualified to as-
sess the potential effects of the U. S.
bombings. He is a professor of ge-
ography at the University of Paris.
The August 16 issue of the Paris
daily Le Monde published Lacoste's
account of what he saw in Vietnam.

He first described the magnitude of
the U.S. attacks on the dikes: "From
April 16 to July 31 (and the bomb-
ings are continuing in the month of
August as well), the Democratic Re-
public of Vietnam's hydraulic system
was subjected to more than 150 at-
tacks. It was serioudly hit in ninety-
six different areas.

"The International Commission of
Inquiry into U.S. War Crimes studied
in particular the effects of these bomb-
ings on the dikes in the Red River
delta. This region, in fact, encom-
passes a majority of the country's
population and also suffered the great-
est number of hits —fifty-eight out of
the ninety-six attacks.”

Lacoste notes that Nixon's claim
that some dikes may have been hit
accidentally because of their "immedi-
ate proximity"” to military targets isun-
tenable: "If one carefully examines a
map of the points where dikes have
been hit, one conclusion is inescap-
able: with only four exceptions (two
near Hanoi and two on the sluice-
gate at Phully on the Day River),
all the points hit, that is, fifty-four
of the fifty-eight, are in the eastern
part of the delta, from the Nam Sach
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district of Tai Binh province in the
north to the Nam Dinh and Ninh
Binh districts in the south. Moreover,
the American administration recog-
nizes this fact and, in seeking argu-
ments in its own defense, claims that
bombings aimed at provoking ser-
ious floods would have to be
directed against the western section
of the delta, which is exactly the part
that has been spared. But an examin-
ation of the geographical conditions
dictates the opposite conclusion."

Lacoste divides the Red River delta
into two parts —the western, high del-
ta, where the rivers flowing directly

out of mountains subjected to severe
erosion have created numerous allu-
vial deposits, and the eastern, low
delta, where the rivers and streams,
which have deposited their alluvium
in the headwaters, flow along natural
levees that are not as high and are
separated by wide, more or less flat
areas whose elevation is extremely
low.

"As the waters of the various branch-
es of the Red River meander toward
the sea," Lacoste writes, "it is in the
eastern delta that one finds the greater
part of the submergible areas. In the
high [western] delta, most of the vil-
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lages are located on the heights of
alluvial deposits that clearly dominate
the lower regions. But in the low [east-
ern] delta most of the villages are
beneath the elevation of the rivers,
in areas that would be flooded if the
dikes burst. It is just this area that
has been hit the most. If the bombs
were aimed not at dikes but at mil-
itary targets, they would have to fall
throughout the whole delta. The high
delta, the area around Hanoi, has
been the object of many bombings
which curiously have not touched the
dikes."

But the regions in which the bombs
have fallen is not the only indication
that the attacks on dikes are delib-
erate. A more detailed examination
of the structure of North Vietnam's
hydraulic system provides clearer
proof.

"One of the most striking examples,”
Lacoste notes, "is provided by the
southern part of Thai Binh province,
between the Red River itself in the
south and one of its tributaries (which
forms the Traly River) in the north.
These two rivers, both of which flow
on alluvial deposits, form a sort of
long drain opening toward the sea
in the east. The agricultural develop-
ment of this "bin," in which more than
600,000 persons live today, was made
possible by building both the river
dikes and the coastal dikes, which
prevent the area from being inundated
by sea water. But to maintain the
system, the rain waters that fall on
this vast drain must be drawn off
at low tide. This is the important role
of the sluice-gate at Lan.

"The bombings have been aimed at
the critical points of this complex hy-
draulic system, and in the first place
at the Lan sluice-gate. Between May
24 and July 29, this gate was at-
tacked nine times. Despite this destruc-
tion, three new raids were carried out
during the first week of August on
this gate, which is far from any other
target. No doubt the new raids were
an attempt to make repair of the gate
impossible. So the rain waters, no
longer able to be drained off to the
sea, are beginning to accumulate in
the rice paddies where a good part
of the harvest can be written off as
a loss."

Lacoste reports that there have been
four bombing attacks on the Traly
River dikes in the north and three on
the Red River dikes in the south, most
of them directed against the lowest
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points, where the water pressure is
greatest. In several of these cases, the
bombs were of the delayed-action type.
Of the fourteen bombs dropped July
14 on the Red River dike near the
village of Tan Lap, thirteen exploded
at delayed intervals ranging from six
hours to three weeks. The effect on
repair operations of lacing attacked
dikes with bombs that may go off at
any moment without warning needs
little comment.

The U. S. "operation” in the southern
part of Thai Binh province, Lacoste
concludes, "can be summed up as fol-
lows: On the one hand, to provoke
breaks in the dikes at their most sen-
sitive points —breaks which, in spite
of repairs, threaten to reopen when the
big swells come. (It is in fact very
difficult to compact the earth for re-
pairs. The ground is already water-
logged from the summer rains, and
repaired areas of the dikes therefore
remain quite fragile.) On the other
hand, to block off the sluice-gates so
as to hinder the drainage of water
to the sea. Thus, at the very least,
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American Officials Foresee '‘Unending War

By David Thorstad

"It has been five months since the
North Vietnamese offensive began,
and the fighting is now looking in-
creasingly like a draw. The baitles
ignited by North Vietnam's Easter of-
fensive are still raging, and others
are likely before this phase of the
war is ended.”

This observation by New York
Times analyst Malcolm Browne, writ-
ing from Saigon August 30, is not
only an admission of the failure of
the Nixon administration to crush the
Vietnamese revolution under the most
intensive bombing in the history of
warfare, it is also a prediction of an
indefinite continuation of the imperi-
alist assault on Indochina. Accord-
ing to Browne, "almost all South Viet-
namese and American military plan-
ners” are in agreement that "the end
of the war is nowhere in sight. . . ."

This forecast of continued bloodlet-
ting was being made by officials in
Saigon at the end of August shortly

Thieuv Cracks Down on Saigon Press

part of the rice crop is ruined and
the food supply for 600,000 people
is reduced. At the most, if rises in the
river are very great, many villages
that are below the elevation of the
alluvial deposits threaten to be quickly
submerged in case of a severe rupture
of the dikes. These villages are in
areas where the dikes have been im-
perfectly repaired because of the new
bombings."

To top off the "operation," the coastal
dikes are continually bombarded by
Seventh Fleet artillery.

One thing that can be said for Rich-
ard Nixon and the U.S. ruling class
is that they are thorough. Lacoste
concludes his report by advancing one
more piece of evidence of the "total
and systematic character" of the bomb-
ing of the dikes. The "Nha May Gho
Khi factory near Hanoi, which manu-
factures equipment necessary for re-
pairing sluice-gates and other hydrau-
lic installations, was razed on August
5 by an especially intense (2,000-
pound bombs) and precise bombing
attack." a

after two days of talks between pres-
idential adviser Kissinger and South
Vietnamese puppet President Nguyen
Van Thieu. "Two weeks after Henry
A. Kissinger's surprise visit to Sai-
gon," reported New York Times cor-
respondent Craig Whitney from Sai-
gon August 31, "high-ranking Amer-
ican officials here are talking privately
not of a breakthrough in the peace
talks, but, rather, of the possibility
of unending war." The South Vietnam-
ese dictator, he said, "has never
seemed more confident of continued
American backing of his policy of
'four nos'—one of which is no im-
position of a coalition government
with the Communists in the south.”

Predictions of continued war by
U.S. officials in Saigon followed on
the heels of President Nixon's August
29 news conference in San Clemente,
California, during which he declared
he had no intention of halting the
murderous bombing of Vietnam be-
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fore a negotiated end of the war. "Un-

less there is progress on the nego-°

tiating front which is substantial there
will be no reduction of the bombing
of North Vietnam and there will be
no lifting of the mining,"” he asserted.
He replied "absolutely not” when asked
if he might "call off the bombing or
slacken it" in the absence of "substan-
tial" progress. He refused to put any
time limit on U.S. involvement in the
war.

Nixon attempted to help blur the
arrogance of his statement by having
his presidential press secretary, Ron-
ald Ziegler, announce just prior to
his news conference that American
troops in Vietnam would be reduced
by 12,000 over the next three months.
The reality, of course, is that in the
five months of the current offensive,
Nixon has not only vastly escalated
the air war over Indochina, but he
has increased the number of troops
involved in the imperialist assault.

"The number of uniformed Ameri-
cans waging air-sea war in Indochina
from Thailand, Guam and ships of
the Seventh Fleet has been virtually
doubled since March to a current to-
tal of about 100,000, noted the New
York Times in an editorial August 30.

In reply to questions, the newspaper
reported the same day, Ziegler con-
ceded that there are now between 77,-
000 and 83,000 American personnel
in Thailand and in ships off Viet-
nam engaged in the air attacks on
North Vietnam. This represents a
commitment of more than 30,000 ad-
ditional men since March 30, when
the Vietnamese offensive began.

The North Vietnamese denounced
Nixon's troop withdrawal announce-
ment as nothing more than an at-
tempt to deceive world opinion. "The
decision by Mr. Nixon to withdraw
a small number of soldiers is insig-
nificant, when one sees that during
the last months he has thrown mas-
sively into the Vietnam war of ag-
gression more than 100,000 soldiers,"
they declared.

Two days before Nixon's news con-
ference, U.S. fighter-bombers stepped
up their attacks in the. Hanoi and
Haiphong region, reported the Asso-
ciated Press from Saigon August 28.
The U.S. Command claimed that the
raids were the heaviest in the area
in four and a half years, and that
174 buildings were destroyed or dam-
aged in attacks on twenty targets. The
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: :"p‘zfini‘e target” was the Xombai army

ba,rtacké ﬁorthvve‘s't"vof Hanoi, "hit for
the first time in the war," c

On September 2, U.S. Air Force
jets reportedly "wrecked" the Phueyen

airfield, one of North Vietnam's big-
gest air bases, ten miles north of Ha-
noi. According to Associated Press,
the strikes against the base "were the
first attacks on that base in four and
a half years.”

Pilots involved irn the raid "reported
that their 2,000-pound laser-guided
bombs and 500-pound general-pur-
pose bombs left craters in the 9,000-
foot concrete runway at the North
Vietnamese base.

"The bombs, the pilots added, also
wrecked the control tower, operations
center, a hangar and more than eight
support and maintenance buildings
and set fire to underground jet-fuel
storage depots.”

Even as Nixon was attempting to
project a tone of optimism despite the
transparent failure of imperialist pol-
icy in Vietnam, there were several
signs of further deterioration of the
situation in the South. On August 30,
for instance, the puppet government
announced the seizure of three daily
newspapers accused of criticizing the
government, and pointed out that a
court had sentenced the alleged per-
petrators of sixty other press viola-
tions.

One of the newspapers, Dien Tin,
was seized because of an article "the
content of which was considered slan-
derous to the executive branch," ac-
cording to the Information Ministry.

The other two, Dong Nai and Thach
Do, were seized for printing articles
"the contents of which were harmful
to the national security [and] likely
to sow confusion among the masses.”

The government has also given Sai-
gon's approximately forty-five news-
papers one week to comply with a
new rule that they put up large bonds
against possible future fines for vio-
lations. The bond — about $47,000 for
each publication —is considered to be
so large that only a handful of pub-
lishers will be able to pay it.

A dramatic indication that all is
not well in South Vietnam is the rev-
elation that a senior colonel in pos-
session of valuable information, Colo-
nel Nguyen Quoc Tuan, has deserted
the South Vietnamese army and is
now residing in France. Christian Sci-

‘ence. Monitor correspondent Daniel

- Southerland reported September 1 that
“"it now has been learned from reliable

sources that the colonel left with a

“briefcase full of valuable papers. He

was an officer of wide experience and
considerable knowledge about the
South Vietnamese armed forces." "Ex-
pert observers" do not expect the colo-
nel to keep the information to himself.

"I think he figured the GVN [Gov-
ernment of Vietnam] was a sinking
ship and decided to get out,” an un-
named American source told Souther-
land.

On August 31, Southerland reported
a "highly unusual" investigation of
Lieutenant General Nguyen Van Vy
for alleged manipulations of a multi-
million dollar army savings fund. It
is "unusual” because generals are as-
sumed to be corrupt in South Viet-
nam; this leads some army officers
to charge that if General Vy, whom
American officials used to describe as
"one of the most honest generals" in
the South Vietnamese army, is being
investigated, it is to make him a scape-
goat for top government officials, in-
cluding Thieu.

"After years of hoping for a deter-
mined battle against corruption,”
Southerland wrote, "most experienced
observers here, including quite a few
American officials, have concluded
that corruption is so 'systematic'
among many high-ranking Vietham-
ese officers that a drastic change can
only come with a complete change
of government.” O

21-Gun Salute Outmoded

"Several years ago . .. General Moshe
Dayan, during a visit to Vietnam, was
given a complimentary demonstration of
US firepower. When it was finished, he
commented to his American hosts: 'In
a 500-metre square, in the space of 20
minutes, you have detonated more ex-
plosives than Israel used in the Six-Day
War, the Suez Campaign and the War
of Independence combined.'"— Far East-
ern Economic Review, August 19.

Chemicals Draw Lightning?

Fifty-four caribou were found dead last
June at a former site of a U.S. army
chemical, biological, and radiological lab-
oratory south of Fort Greely, Alaska.
Many Alaskans believe the cause of death
may have been nerve gas or something
similar.

Biologists are not ruling this out. How-
ever, they are weighing the army's claim
that it was lightning bolts that did it.
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Rightists on the Offensive

Toward a Confrontation in Chile?

By Gerry Foley

"This mass of people has gathered
together to tell the president of the
republic that nothing and nobody can
divide the democrats of Chile. We want
to tell the president and the Unidad
Popular party that we are going to
win two thirds of the congressional
seats in the next elections so that we
can take power and tie the hands of
the individuals who are destroying
the Chilean nation. We will use all
our legal rights to fight the govern-
ment because it is incapable of giv-
ing us bread and it is incapable of
giving us peace. Let this mass rally
be a gigantic cry of warning to the
Marxist spiders that are weaving their
webs with the idea of dominating the
people, let them know that we will re-
gain power for liberty, for bread, for
justice, and for the freedom of Chile.”

In its August 27 issue, the reac-
tionary Chilean weekly El Mercurio
quoted this passage from the speech
of the rightist congressman Sergio
Diez. Diez was speaking at a rally
in Valparaiso sponsored to express
"an energetic condemnation of the gov-
ernment and its economic policy that
is producing scarcity.”

In another passage, Diez denounced
the popular front government in even
more provocative terms:

"You can't play games with the pa-
tience of the people or with their hun-
ger by subjecting them to ration cards
and the dictates of the Communist
party."”

Immediately below its report on the
Valparaiso rally, El Mercurio pub-
lished the answer of the Political Com-
mittee of Unidad Popular to the wave
of reactionary agitation that has been
sweeping Chile:

"We are duty bound to advise the
public that the country is experiencing
moments of the most extreme gravity
in which not only its institutions are
in danger but even the lives of its
citizens. The activity of the right and
in general of all the opposition parties
has reached such extremes that we
can no longer have any doubt that
they are seeking a real confrontation.
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"Parliamentary obstruction, insults,
slander, and distortion of the facts
in all the news media, the incitement
to violence of the rightist armed
groups continually in action on the
streets and in the rural areas through-
out the country, and the sabotage of
the government's measures are de-
signed to produce chaos to enable
the social classes that have tradition-
ally exploited the national wealth in
open partnership with imperialism to
regain power. . . .

"We have avoided violence and we
will not permit the right to use it with
impunity. As we have repeatedly stat-
ed, the people will support revolution-
ary violence against reactionary vio-
lence. We condemn the Phariseeism
of the right which makes democratic
declarations while it organizes armed
groups.

"The government and the people
cannot tolerate any more murders of
worker comparfieros. We will repel out-
rages and assaults against our min-
isters. We will confront the struggle
on all levels because we are sick of
the cynicism and arrogance of the
enemies of the people.”

The events of the past weeks seem
dramatic enough to justify a strong
response from the popular front re-
gime. Under the fire of imperialist
reprisals and capitalist economic pres-
sures, the government of Salvador
Allende is facing a serious campaign
of sabotage by the local business com-
munity as well as attempts to organize
reactionary mass campaigns against
the regime that could pave the way
for a military coup or civil war. In
an editorial August 23, the authori-
tative Paris daily Le Monde comment-
ed:

"The present situation should worry
the ruling left coalition. Right-wing
commandos have seized on the gen-
eral strike of the shopkeepers — who
have mobilized in protest against tax
agents and police searching deter-
minedly for hoarded goods and pro-
fessional black marketeers —as a pre-
text for going into the streets.

"The authorities cannot avoid trying
to impose this kind of controls, since
they are faced with a growing scarcity
of foodstuffs. But besides generally
proving futile, these controls have
shown that the government is increas-
ingly losing its grip on the economy
of the country.”

With a galloping inflation following
on the heels of the major wage in-
creases won by the workers in the
upsurge that brought the Unidad Po-
pular to power and impelled the early
nationalizations, the cost of living has
increased by 33 percent in the past
year. In order to limit the erosion
of the workers' wages, the regime has
tried to impose price controls. The
shopkeepers have resisted, backed by
the right-wing parties and their sup-
porters in the state bureaucracy.

The shopkeepers' associations seized
on the death of a store owner, who
died of a heart attack while his store
was being searched, to declare a na-
tional strike of retailers. In answer
to this call, most shops reportedly
closed throughout the country on Au-
gust 21. In retaliation, the govern-
ment ordered the police to open the
shops by force. Right-wing groups
took advantage of these incidents to
create disturbances:

"The public reacted violently against
the agents sent to open the doors of
closed shops," El Mercurio wrote, "and
they were prevented from carrying out
their task, being forced to flee despite
police protection. . . .

"The public almost unanimously
condemned the order to open the
stores as unreasonable. Because of
the late hour, they said, no one could
buy anything, and the situation, more-
over, threatened to provoke worse dis-
orders than those that caused thestore-
keepers' strike."

Violent incidents continued through
the night of August 21-22, resulting
in 300 arrests and the declaration
of a state of emergency in the Chilean
capital of Santiago. A dispatch in the
August 23 Le Monde gave this de-
scription of how the fighting started:

"It was toward midnight when
groups of young people belonging to
the extreme rightist organization Pa-
tria y Libertad [Fatherland and Lib-
erty] came onto the streets of the cap-
ital, armed with clubs and iron bars,
and tried to block traffic. Shortly af-
terward, groups of women and young
girls from the residential areas
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gathered at corners beating rhythmi-
cally on pots and pans to protest
against rising prices and the lack of
certain consumer goods on the mar-
ket."

A UP dispatch in the August 23 is-
sue of the Buenos Aires daily La Pren-
sa gave some additional details:

"Groups of demonstrators built bar-
ricades in some streets and lit bon-
fires to block traffic. Frenzied indi-
viduals tried to burn two trolley-buses;
they took the seats out of one and
burned them in the middle of the
street.”

Other groups of demonstrators tried
to get at members of the government:

"During the clashes, the groups
roaming the streets tried to get to
the homes of the minister of the econ-
omy, Carlos Matus, and the minister
of labor, Mireya Baltra, but were halt-
ed by the police."

The sole woman member of Allen-
de's cabinet, Mireya Baltra, com-
plained, however, that the rightist mob
had stoned her car.

At the same time as the apparently
coordinated actions of the women pro-
testers and the rightist goon squads,
the Christian Democratic dominated
student government of the University
of Santiago called a strike over a
campus issue.

In the meantime, farm owners, right-
ists, and police seemed to be stepping
up their violent attacks on workers,
peasants, and homeless people who
have been pressing their demands by
direct action. In Puerto Montt in the
far south of the country two farm
owners and a bailiff invaded a peas-
ant settlement on August 25 to take
back an expropriated pump and other
agricultural implements. In the course
of the operation they killed a sixteen-
year-old boy. Luis Herndn Rivas Gon-
zdlez, as well as a forty-seven-year-old
peasant, Alberto Rivas Gonzalez. Six
other peasants were wounded. "The
farm owners were unhurt," the August
27 El Mercurio reported.

In Los Angeles, another town in
the south, one peasant was killed and
four wounded on August 23 when
rightists attacked the office of MAPU
[Movimiento de Accién Unitaria—
United Action Movement, one of the
far left parties in the UP].

"The violence unleashed last Mon-
day [August 21] following a national
storekeepers’' strike . . . has spread
to the provinces, where the opposi-
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tion has been organizing 'hunger’
marches and clashes between peas-
ants and farm owners have taken
the lives of three agricultural work-
ers,” a UPI dispatch reported in the
August 28 issue of El Diario-La Pren-
sa, a Spanish-language daily pub-
lished in New York.

More violence in the Chilean cap-
ital was reported September 2 in a
UPI dispatch from Santiago:

"Communist and Socialist militants
fought rightist elements with flaming
gasoline bombs, bamboo poles, rocks
and fists . . . and dozens of store-
fronts were smashed.”

In reporting the events of the fourth
week in August, El Mercurio made it
clear that the right intended to de-
fend its interests by paramilitary force.
It defended the wultrarightist goon
squads in almost the same language
that was used to justify the activity
of the Brown Shirts and the Black
Shirts during the rise of fascism in
Europe: "These organizations arose
precisely at a time when the streets
were completely dominated by the ex-
treme left and the countryside was at
the mercy of land seizures organized
by the revolutionary groups of the
ultraleft.”

The right was clearly defying the
authority of the government. And on
August 25, Allende's minister of the
interior, Jaime Suérez, threatened to
outlaw the Patria y Libertad organi-
zation and the Comando Rolando Ma-
tus of the Partido Nacional [National
party, the main far-right formation]
as paramilitary groups. Thus, at the
end of August the arena of political
and social conflict in Chile seemed
to be shifting rapidly from the par-
liament to the streets.

Unfortunately, the left government's
strong words about suppressing ul-
trarightist provocations and paramil-
itary activity were contradicted by its
actions. It was ironic, for example,
and probably did not go unnoticed
by the right, that in the very same
issue in which E! Mercurio reported
the Unidad Popular's ringing evoca-
tion of "revolutionary wviolence," the
article directly above on the reaction-
ary rally in Valparaiso ended with
this succinet note:

"As the rally ended, sections of the
left provoked disturbances in the Plaza
Victoria sector and the Barrio del
Puerto.

"Large numbers cf riot police acted

promptly and cleared the areas where
incidents occurred with tear gas and
mobile water cannon.”

In its August 15 issue, the far left
biweekly Punto Final asked a per-
tinent question: "Who Controls the Po-
lice?"

"The events in the 'Moncada Attack’
camp of homeless people have gravely
disturbed the working class, showing
dramatically the contradiction that ex-
ists when a government proposes to
begin building socialism and at the
same time retains the repressive ap-
paratus of the bourgeois state. This
repressive apparatus moves by its
own weight. It was created to intim-
idate the dispossessed classes. Only
a little push is needed, a judicial or
administrative order, for its ferocity
to be unleashed against the working
people.

"In fact, this tendency inherent in
the police apparatus operates without
regard for the desires of any authori-
ties in the government. This tendency
of the police forces aggravates the
dangerous deviation affecting the en-
tire process. We are referring to the
counterrevolutionary factor of reform-
ism. Those who want to put a bit
and bridle on the working class to
prevent it from moving forward have
made a dogma of the need for re-
pressing what they disparagingly call
the "ultraleft.’

"Alien to the process of class strug-
gle, the reformists who occupy high
positions in the government rage
against anything that constitutes a de-
fiance of their policy of imposing their
authority over everything and con-
ciliating the bourgeoisie.

"In May, for example, they un-
leashed a repression in Concepcion,
killing one student, when the mass or-
ganizations of almost the entire left
mobilized against the reaction. The
pretext was the need to smash the
'ultraleft.” Today in Santiago, fired
up by their main preoccupation, their
desire to physically combat the rev-
olutionary sectors inside and outside
the UP, they have murdered a worker
in a fascistlike police raid."

The police raid on the 'Moncada
Attack' camp in the district of Lo
Hermina in Santiago occurred Au-
gust 5. Punto Final described the
events on the basis of accounts by
the people living in the area.

"It was not yet 6:00 in the morning
when René Saravia [the peasant who
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was killed] left his hut in the 'Lulo
Pinochet' camp to go to work. He
washed himself at the pump. He had
2,500 escudos [200 escudos equal
US$1.00 on the black market]. 'He
was thinking about asking permis-
sion to get off early because he had
just gotten paid and was going to get
married on the eighteenth,’ his cousin
said.

"He was walking along the rubbish-
strewn streets which were still in semi-
darkness.

"'It was 6:00 in the morning when
we heard the loudspeakers,"” Carlos
Sanchez, the delegate for Block No. 9,
explained. 'They said that as an or-
ganized camp of homeless people we
should go out to defend the govern-
ment, which was in danger, and that
we had to line up outside. And so
the comparfieros started to leave their
houses, and as they were going out
the police started shooting.'

"Machine-gun bursts were sharpened
by the crack of exploding tear-gas
grenades. With flares, the police lit
up the streets to invade the homes of
the squatters, while they arrested those
who had gone out into the road."” The
police said that they were looking for
stolen property and weapons.

Sanchez commented: "They fired a
grenade at my hut, it broke through
the roof, and the liquid fell inside.
They didn't pay any attention to the
fact that there are infants only a few
months old in some of those huts. If
the people are the government and
the privileged ones are the children
[as the UP slogans claim], then they
[the police] don't know about it."

The August 15 Punto Final carried
the following headline on its cover:
"Only the Communist Party Approved
the Atrocity in Lo Hermina." In an
article entitled "Reformism Stymies the
UP," the editors explained:

"Reformism needs not only to as-
sure the bourgeoisie an acceptable rate
of profit and to hold off the imperial-
ists by giving them concessions. It
also needs to hold back the classes
that historically are struggling for so-
cialism, that is, the exploited. There-
fore, the reformists have invented the
derogatory term of 'ultraleft' for those
sectors that are fighting to go for-
ward. . . .

"It has become sufficiently clear after
the tragic incident in the 'Moncada
Attack' camp that reformism engen-
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ders repression, that it is capable, as
a result of this, of dragging the gov-
ernment into the most complete iso-
lation and leaving it at the mercy
of its enemies.

"On the other hand, the peasants
of Lautaro and the workers of Con-
cepcidn, rising above the sorrow and
rage inspired by repression under a
people's government, have shown the
way forward clearly —revolutionary
unity. President Allende's government
has legitimate claims for remaining
at the head of the masses. But it must
see the lesson of its errors in time.
It must acknowledge that conciliating
the enemies of the workers is leading
it to a break with the workers them-
selves."

To prove their point about the logic
of class collaborationism, the editors
of Punto Final pointed to the police
attack on a revolutionary demonstra-
tion in Concepcion on May 12.

The Christian Democrats got per-
mission from the Communist party
governor of Concepcion Province,
Vladimir Chéavez, to hold an oppo-
sition rally. At the same time the gov-
ernor refused a permit for a rally
by the revolutionary left. Then Cha-
vez canceled the Christian Democrats’
permit, seeing the provocative intent
of the rally. But they went ahead, ar-
guing that they wanted to "enrich Chi-
lean democracy by forms of civil dis-
obedience." When all the UP parties
except the CP joined in a united front
that included a number of trade
unions, and tried to stage a counter-
demonstration rather than let the right
take the streets without opposition,
Chavez turned the police against the
counterdemonstrators. A student was
killed.

The rightist offensive has come at
a time when it is clear that the UP
government is losing popular support.
It has done badly in recent legislative
by-elections, and the Christian Dem-

“ocrats and rightists have succeeded

even in winning a third of the votes
in the elections in the country's largest
union, the CUT [Central Unica de
Trabajadores — United Workers' Fed-
eration).

In answer to arguments from the
CP and other reformists about the
need for conciliating the 'middle stra-
ta,’ Punto Final wrote in its June 6
issue: "The so-called 'middle strata,’
where the Christian Democrats and
its right-wing allies get most of their

electoral strength, tend to support the
forces that hold the power. In the last
period the firmest political line pre-
sented to the masses has come from
the conservative opposition led by the
Christian Democrats.

"In the period from September 1970
to April 1971, when the UP was mov-
ing ahead, taking over industries,
banks, ranches, nationalizing copper,
nitrates, etc., these social sectors gave
their support to the government. The
main beneficiary of the elections was
the Socialist party. The Radical party,
a reliable political barometer, did not
hesitate to call itself Marxist. The
Christian Democrats suffered a new
split, with the formation of the Iz-
quierda Cristiana [Christian Left]. In
a nutshell, new contingents coming
from the 'middle strata' joined a cur-
rent that seemed irresistible.”

The main result of the government's
increasingly conciliatory line, accord-
ing to Punto Final, was that now not
only had the "middle classes” moved
away from the UP government but
"the opposition grouped behind the
Christian Democrats has shown im-
portant strength among the workers.
There could not be a graver symptom
of the way the reactionary strategy
is winning the masses."

In the July 18 issue of Punto Fi-
nal, Pedro Felipe Ramirez, the dep-
uty secretary of the Izquierda Cris-
tiana, argued that the UP leadership's
course of trying to reach an agree-
ment on a common program with
the Christian Democrats was increas-
ing the strength of the right:

"Thus far the UP has wavered be-
tween the masses and the superstruc-
ture in seeking the political strength
that it needs to carry the process of
change forward. Many of the enter-
prises today in the hands of the work-
ers were won fundamentally by ap-
pealing for the support of the masses.
The institutional conflicts with. the par-
liament, the courts, and the supervi-
sory agency have tended, however, to
lead to confrontations in which the
government has not based itself on
the masses but has sought a super-
structural solution. In general this
confuses the masses. They can't under-
stand why the right-wing liberals are
friends one day and enemies the next.

"One day they attack the Christian
Democrats and the next day they
praise them. One day they say that
the Chilean courts defend the interests
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of the ruling class and the next day
they condemn the peasants who re-
bel against a rightist, provocative
judge. How can the people know who
their friends are and who their ene-
mies are? And if the most conscious
sectors of the masses are confused,
what can you expect of the peasants,
the shantytown dwellers, and the
workers who, victims of their aliena-
tion, support the Christian Democrats
and even the Partido Nacional?"

A sharp demarcation in political
lines, thus, seems to be developing in
the UP and among its supporters.
The left forces in the coalition are
calling for mobilizing the people and
forming organizations directly repre-
sentative of the masses to combat the
rightist offensive. The Communist par-
ty opposes this. One of its most so-
phisticated spokesmen has argued, for
example, that "dual power exists in
the form of a dividing line in the

state apparatus." That is, the exec-
utive branch (that must mean Allen-
de, since it obviously does not in-
clude the police) is revolutionary,
while the other branches are counter-
revolutionary. (Cf. Chile: Una Eco-
nomia de Transicion? by Sergio Ra-
mos Cordova.)

For his part, Allende has denounced
the attempt to form a mass revolu-
tionary united-front organization in
Concepcién as "divisive." The solution,
he says, is a big vote for the UP in
the 1973 congressicnal elections:

"To overcome the roots of this po-
litical conflict, the most important
thing is to win the general parliamen-
tary elections in 1973. A popular ma-
jority in congress will make it pos-
sible to give impetus to the institu-
tional and legal changes necessary
for freeing the country from under-
development and ending the power
of the revanchist opposition to engage
in obstruction.” O

From Issue of Magazine Seized by Police

Some Pertinent Questions for Lanusse

[In their August 29 issue, the editors
of the Buenos Aires magazine Primera
Plana raised some questions for con-
sideration by the military government
of President Alejandro Lanusse and
his commanders. Sir}ce this issue was
seized by the police, the questions were
evidently highly embarrassing to the
governing cabal. Some copies of the
banned magazine were nevertheless
missed by the censors. The following
translation of a section of the banned
article is by Intercontinental Press.]

* * *
After listening to Vice Admiral
Hermes Quijada on Friday night

[August 25], Argentines were left a
little confused. If the explanation of the
head of the joint chiefs was intended
to clarify some of the murky aspects
of the episode in the Trelew naval
air base, it clearly did not succeed.
On the contrary, it created some ad-
ditional doubts.

The account of the events, accom-
panied by excellent sketches illustrat-
ing the settings and the action, began
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by contradicting the version of the
Emergency Zone Command that was
made public by the Télam agency at
noon on Tuesday itself [August 22].

On that occasion, the military com-
muniqué stated that after the guerrilla
Mariano Pujadas had overpowered the
guard officer, the prisoners tried to
use him as a hostage to cover their
escape. But the "officer managed to
break free and was fired on and
wounded. In these circumstances, the
guards returned the fire of the pris-
oners, who rushed toward the exit,
headed by Pujadas.” The weapon Pu-
jadas was using was the one he had
taken from the officer — a machine pis-
tol.

The report of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff differed. Quijada, who must not
be a very avid newspaper reader, as-
sured us with the greatest equanimity
that Pujadas did not fire his weapon
at the officer but at the guards who
were covering the only exit. And what
is more, he did this on two occasions,
making use of the mechanism that
machine pistols have for firing one
shot at a time (although the com-

muniqué does not say so, this is the
only way the approximately thirty
shots could be fired one by one).

As for the officer, by providentially
escaping from the grip of Pujadas
and lying flat on the ground he saved
himself completely from the rain of
lead that struck the presumably flee-
ing prisoners. How would President
Lanusse explain this difference in as-
sessment? As the psychological work-
ings of "conscious or unconscious al-
lies" ?

But there is something that neither
of the military sources has said any-
thing about. How did it happen that
such "dangerous" elements, whose mili-
tary talents and discipline were deemed
excellent by Colonel Luis Maria Perlin-
guer, lost their heads to such an ex-
tent that they attacked the guardswhen
they had nothing but the one weap-
on previously wrested from its own-
er? Moreover, had not the guerrillas
traveled the road to the base so that
they knew that the only cover they
could find for atleast three kilometers
was low bushes? Or could the same
people who had surrendered in the
Trelew airport, even though they then
held innumerable hostages, have come
to think that they could overpower
all the personnel on the base?

However, aside from all speculation,
it would be interesting to know in what
manual the guard officer learned to
make patrols between a double line
of prisoners, carrying his weapon.
Any ordinary prison guard knows
that that is absurd. Even in military
prisons they observe the custom of
not carrying arms while checking on
prisoners, lest these weapons fall into
the inmates' hands. But besides this,
was the passageway so wide that the
marine did not think he had to worry
about having his machine gun taken
away from him? a

New and Improved Hot Dog

The pink in the famed American hot
dog has been obtained up to now by
adding sodium nitrate and sodium nitrite.
Beginning September 12, the U.S. Agri-
culture Department has authorized — de-
spite the protests of representatives of con-
sumers — the addition of sodium acid py-
rophosphate, making it possible to add
the pink at a 25 percent faster rate.

Bacterial counts may well rise as a
result of the speedup; but this will be
more than outweighed by the rise in prof-
its.
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Lanusse Recalls Ambassador from Chile

Aftermath of the Trelew Massacre

By Gerry Foley

"The Shortland tank struck once
against the iron gate of the national
headquarters of the Peronist move-
ment. Once was enough. Next came
the gas, and a dozen police pounced
on the people who had retreated into
the interior. The coffins had to come
out. On the street, 3,000 people were
defending themselves against the
charges of the cavalry. Having no
particular  Christian feelings, the
horses trampled again and again on
the funeral wreaths. Their riders, to-
tally out of control, screamed obscen-
ities. Suddenly some of those who had
been seeking refuge returned, faced
the soldiers, and began singing, 'We
swear to die gloriously' [a verse from
the Argentine national anthem]."

This is how the August 29 issue of
the Argentine weekly Primera Plana
reported the funeral ceremonies for
three of the young revolutionists
gunned down August 22 at the Tre-
lew airport in Patagonia.

The coffins the repressive forces were
after contained the bodies of Eduardo
Adolfo Cappelo, twenty-eight, of the
ERP [Ejército Revolucionario del
Pueblo — People's Revolutionary Ar-
my]; Ana Villarreal de Santucho, thir-
ty-six, of the ERP; and Maria Angé-
lica Sabelli, twenty-three, of the FAR
[Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias —
Revolutionary Armed Forces]. The
army ordered the dead guerrillas to
be buried immediately. Protests by
lawyers were to no avail. Two court
orders were ignored and a third came
too late. "The bodies were already in
the cemeteries — Santucho in Boulogne,
and the others in Chacarita," Primera
Plana reported.

"On this Friday, August 25, the old
people wept, the others shook with
indignation,” the Buenos Aires maga-
zine continued. "Shock. A feeling of
powerlessness. . . . But there was also
anger for another reason. In the
morning . . . in the presence of a doc-
tor someone had opened two of the
coffins. Some journalists looked also.
Cappelo had at least fifteen bullet
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holes in his back; Sabelli had marks
on her throat (was she strangled with
a cloth?) and the back of her head
was smashed in by blows."

The first two pages of the August
29 Primera Plana were almost blank,
bordered in black, carrying only pic-
tures of a censorship order and the
text of the new government decree ban-
ning the press from reporting state-
ments of guerrilla groups. The mili-
tary government decided, however, to
blank out the entire magazine. The
police seized the August 29 issue,
missing only a few copies.

Besides reporting new evidence that
two of the guerrillas killed in Trelew
were deliberately and savagely mur-
dered, the banned issue included an
article questioning the military's story
about the way the alleged shootings
took place, as well as militant state-
ments by members and leaders of the
Peronist movement condemning the
massacre. Per6n himself contributed
a statement expressing sympathy with
the idealistic youth of Argentina and
especially those that have fallen in
the struggle against "ignominy."

"Providence," Perén said, "has grant-
ed me the privilege in the last days
of my life of making contact with the
enlightened youth of the fatherland,
who not only think and feel but are
capable of fighting bravely to assure
the future of our nation, which belongs
by right to them."”

At a time when the military is par-
ticularly unpopular, one passage of
Per6n's message might have rung
rather harshly on the ears of the rul-
ing junta:

"This youth, which has learned to
die for its ideals, is the only force that
can safeguard the country in a future
full of pitfalls and dangers. Those
idiots who still think that they can
impose outdated schemes and systems
can do nothing but play with power,
which is the prerogative of beasts.”

Some passages sounded like trum-
pet calls: "Beloved companeros of the
Peronist youth, we have reached the

very threshold of great decisions.
Everything depends on our persever-
ing in the task in which we are en-
gaged. The citizens of Argentina, who
understand the meaning of sacrifice
better than anyone, will not fail to give
the support that the youth deserve.
We are in the right and we are de-
fending a truth that is known to all
Let us put all our strength into the
struggle and fight with a firrn will to
win, and the future will be ours."

In the next breath, however, Peré6n
urged caution: "But let us not forget
that success does not depend on
chance or come easily. Success must
be planned for, prepared for, in order
to be exploited at a later time. Let us
devote a firm will and clear thought to
achieving success, and the rest is just
a technical problem.”

The exiled leader identified himself
in a rather vague and ambiguous
way with the wave of revulsion at the
massacre at Trelew:

"I want my first words to be a trib-
ute to the memory of the comrades
who fell in the struggle we are waging
against the ignominy that has cast
its shadow over our fatherland. All
of these comrades deserve our most
profound and sincere gratitude. All
of them fell in defense of the father-
land and their people. Many of them
have fallen victim to cowardly mur-
ders perpetrated by gangsters work-
ing with the police, gangsters who,
bereft of all human decency, engage
in the most revolting crimes with an
impunity that dishonors the institu-
tions for which they work.

"I do not know if it is stupidity or
ignorance that so blinds the usurpers
of power that they cannot understand
a young generation who do not want
to be mere numbers in the commer-
cial calculations of the foreign monop-
olies. It is unfortunate that these
young people have begun to express
this feeling with guns, but it is also a
grave warning. It is a curious thing
when these shootings and bombings
begin to reinforce the mild words of
the Pope, who said, as he addressed
the pilgrims at Castel Gandolfo: 'The
youth feel the sterility of a life devoted
to consumption.'”

In its introduction to Perén's mes-
sage, Primera Plana notes that "El
Lider" wrote this address to the young
people of the nation at the urging of
heads of the Peronist youth. Two of
the urban guerrilla organizations ac-
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tive in the country —the Montoneros
and the FAR —define themselves as
supporters of Perdn, and members of
these groups were among those
slaughtered at Trelew. The official
Peronist movement needs revolution-
ary credibility in order to attract the
radicalizing sectors of the population,
and the youth in particular.

Thus, there was undoubtedly very
strong pressure on the reformist gen-
eral, the traditional hero of the anti-
imperialist and labor movement in his
country, to make a statement sym-
pathizing with the victims of the Tre-
lew massacre and condemning the
savagery of the government. Perén's
statement contains some strong-sound-
ing phrases. But he does not even re-
fer specifically to the August 22 atroc-
ity or its victims, or any specific vie-
tims of the regime, or even the regime
as such. Coming at this time, the dec-
laration will inevitably be interpreted
as referring primarily to the slaughter
in Patagonia, but the wily caudillo
has committed himself to nothing. If
he should return to Argentina, he
could not be prosecuted for "apolo-
gizing for a crime" as other cour-
ageous defenders of the slain revolu-
tionists have been. In fact, most im-
portantly, although Perdén seems to
summon the youth of Argentina to a
redoubled struggle against the dicta-
torship, he does not offer to return to
the country to lead them.

From the standpoint of the strate-
gists of Peronism, the uproar over
the slaughtered young people may
well be just another pressure on the
military chiefs to choose the option of
making a deal with Per6n as the best
way of pacifying the country, or of
offering him better terms. In a press
conference in San Sebastian, Spain,
on August 28, the exiled general put
his cards on the table once again: It
was "absolutely impossible," he said,
"to govern without the Peronists. We
are a majority and elections without
the Peronists would be like giving the
vote to only 10 percent of the popula-
tion."

However, the Peronists seem to be
playing a dangerous game, made
doubly dangerous, no doubt, by the
fact that many Peronists have genuine-
ly revolutionary aspirations. In the
same issue of Primera Plana that car-
ried Peron's deftly worded message to
the youth, a columnist based in Spain
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reported some statements by the prom-
inent poet Alicia Eguren that were
far from cautious:

"Peronism, a mass movement of sin-
gular longevity and force in the third
world, is at a crossroads. It will ei-
ther make a qualitativeleap forward or
go bust. This is because Peronism
is a multiclass movement with a broad
working-class base. It has both re-
formist and revolutionary tendencies,
one in the bureaucratic leadership and
another in the rarks, because it is a
movement involved in an innumerable
series of growing mass struggles, with
the tragic corollary of innumerable
betrayals of the rank and file by the
leadership.

"Peronism is a rnovement enriched
in recent years by a large number of
revolutionary militants coming from
the petty bourgeoisie who are fervently
trying to take up the struggle for lib-
eration and socialism based on the
revolutionary class par excellence.
And they are advancing in the van-
guard that has arisen, opening the
breaches through which the people will
pass. . . . The seventeen years during
which the conditions in the country
have matured for revolution and the
bureaucratic leadership has gotten
worse show us very clearly that the
movement faces the need for some
essential definitions.

"The internal struggle must not only
not be silenced, it must be deepened
without any concessions, without any
quarter, and without any pseudo-tac-
tical wvacillations. 'Transforming a
bourgeois democratic revolution into
a socialist revolufion-—that is what
making the revolulion is,' Lenin said.

"The revolutionary leadership, the
revolutionary vanguard of Peronism,
forged and enriched theoretically and
practically in the intense struggle of
anti-imperialist, anti-oligarchical, anti-
monopolistic, and anticapitalist mass-
es, as well as ruthlessly advancing the
struggle against bureaucratism, is not
a narrow channel but a broad and
solid river bed for the Argentine and
continental revolution. We will either
set the clock of the people forward or
backward; we are very conscious of
this. When revolutionary Peronism
fully accepts the strategy of people's
war, there will be no stopping the
victory of revolutionary, creative,
democratic socialism in Argentina and
the continent, which will continue and

extend the best popular traditions of
our country."

This statement, in its way, is as
expansive as Perdén's message to the
youth, but it makes one crucial, con-
crete point:

"We don't ask Per6n to take the
leadership of the guerrilla struggle.
We ask him, the human symbol, with
the immense power invested in him
by the people over seventeen years'
time, to return to confront the enemies
of the Argentine people. We don't want
fraudulent elections. We want Peron
to expose the elections.

"Lanusse fears nothing more than
Perén returning with a revolutionary
posture and will. This and only this
is what Peroén's return means to us,
the answer of the people to the oli-
garchy, the clear determination to
struggle. .

"The massacre of our comparieros
opens an unbridgeable gap between
the people and their jailers, between
the exploiters and the ordinary peo-
ple, between the bureaucracy and the
workers, between the crooked politi-
cians licking the boots of the 'gorillas’
and the masses whose interest these
tinhorns do not represent. The history
of our revolution will be divided into
the period before and after the escape
from the Rawson prison [which ended
for nineteen of the twenty-five escapees
at the Trelew airport].”

In its August 23 issue, Avanzada
Socialista, the weekly organ of the
PSA [Partido Socialista Argentina—
Argentine Socialist Party] also urged
Peron to return to the country.

"Peron considers that the conditions
do not exist today for his return. But
the military dictatorship is expe-
riencing its worst moments since 1966.
It is being battered without respite
by popular uprisings. An unprecedent-
ed crisis is dividing the capitalists and
preventing their parties —including
the Peronists—from coming to a po-
litical agreement. Splits are showing
up in the ranks of the armed forces
to such an extent that a phrase about
economic philosophy from the chief
of the air force can cause a national
scandal.

"The most carefully guarded politi-
cal hostages of the regime have man-
aged to make an escape from the
country's maximum-security military
prison [Rawson]. The president and
his favorite minister fight it out bitter-
ly in the presence of the scandalized
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ladies of Olivos. The government can-
not establish an economic policy and
stick to it for more
weeks. . N o

"And this is the situation that Perén
considers unfavorable for his return.
The only meaning this statement can
have is that if he returned now his
presence would serve to give new im-
petus to the popular struggles against
the regime. By failing to return, heis
showing once again that he still thinks
along the same lines as in 1955 when
he refused to arm the workers 'in or-
der to prevent bloodshed.' His retreat
then and his failure to return now
are similar as to their effects —holding
back the struggles of the masses and
salvaging the position of the discred-
ited armed forces."

One of the effects of the emotional
and moral reaction of the Argentine
people to the atrocious murder of the
sixteen guerrilla fighters has been to
complicate the jockeying between the
military government and the Peron-
ists, whose support it needs to put a
damper on the rising social conflicts
in the country.

Since the massacre, a number of
incidents, including the banning of an
issue of the Peronist magazine Pri-
mera Plana, have increased the ten-
sions between the armed forces and the
followers of Perén. Francisco Julian
Licastro, a member of the exiled Cau-
dillo's bodyguard sent to Trelew to
investigate the killings, has been ar-
rested. An order has reportedly gone
out for the arrest of the Peronist youth
leader Rodolfo Galimberti. When the
police and army attacked the Peron-
ist headquarters in Buenos Aires Au-
gust 24 to seize the bodies of three
victims of the Trelew massacre, the
tension had clearly reached a high
point.

Divisions in the armed forces them-
selves may be a factor in the sharpen-
ing conflict between the dictatorship
and the Peronists. Captain Sosa, the
commander of the marine unit that
carried out the Trelew massacre on
August 22, was seen by reporters be-
rating his commander, Colonel Per-
linguer, for being too soft on the guer-
rillas when they were captured on Au-
gust 15.

In its story on the assault on the
Buenos Aires Peronist headquarters,
the August 29 Primera Plana quoted
the chief of police in charge of the
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operation, Jorge Colloto, as saying:
"There could have been many .more

‘dead today. These people don't realize
. the way the hand has changed.” _
. Thus, the magazine seemed to be

suggesting that the influence of the

"hard" anticonciliatory faction of the
officer caste is on the rise at the mo-
ment. There have been repeated re-
ports of opposition in the military to
Lanusse's reformist course and even
of plans for a coup to block any
concessions to the Peronists or parlia-
mentary politicians. On August 27 the
Buenos Aires daily La Opinién pub-
lished a strange story claiming that
the government had thwarted a coup
planned for the twenty-fifth by "prom-
inent rightist figures” in alliance with
the "ultraleft.” At least some people
in the Argentine capital, it seems, have
coups on the mind.

The political complications caused
by the massacre and its aftermath
were most spectacular on the interna-
tional level, leading apparently to La-
nusse threatening to break diplomatic
relations with Chile. In this sphere,
the complications of the affair were
compounded by the combined contra-
dictions of two regimes delicately bal-
anced on political tightropes. The ar-
rival of ten guerrillas in Chile, the
comrades of the escapees captured in
Trelew, seriously embarrassed Chile-
an President Allende. This was evident
in the way he handled the problem,
under pressure from an increasingly
aggressive right wing, and from rev-
olutionary currents in his own Unidad
Popular [People's Unity] coalition.

In answer to the demand from the
Argentine authorities for extradition
of the escaped revolutionists, the
Chilean foreign ministry explained in
a diplomatic note:

"The conclusions reached by this
ministry are quite clearly in harmony
with the legal and moral considera-
tions which underlie the right of asy-
lum and with the tradition that Chile
has faithfully followed in this regard
of granting asylum. . . .

"In virtue of this, and awaiting the
establishment of international conven-
tions and national legislation regu-
lating this matter, this ministry has
decided to grant asylum to the afore-
said persons.

"In conformity with this decision,
the government of Chile has decided
that these political refugees must leave

the national territory within the brief-
est possible period.”
The Argentine government respond-

ed with- a "severe, formal protest." It

also withdrew its ambassador, Doctor
Teodoro Gallac, from Santiago, osten-
sibly for consultations. The Buenos
Aires daily Clarin noted August 28
that Lanusse had called Gallac home
"without setting a date for his return
to the Chilean capital but without this
meaning a break in relations.”

Like Allende, Lanusse seemed to be
responding to contradictory pressures
in an equivocal way. Strong measures
to prevent guerrillas from finding asy-
lum in the neighboring country and
"severe" words for the "Marxist gov-
ernment on the other side of the Andes"
can be expected to gratify the right
wing of the army. On the other hand,
Lanusse has sought to maintain good
relations with Allende's reformist re-
gime.

The expulsion of the escaped guer-
rillas from Chile did not save the head
of the Unidad Popular government
from sharp attacks by the more and
more aggressive right, which drew en-
couragement from the pressure exert-
ed by the Argentine regime.

The right-wing Santiago daily EIl
Mercurio wrote, according to an AP
dispatch in the August 28 La Na-
cion: "President Allende realizes the
profound blow his solution has meant
for his own policy. It would be sad
to see a cooling of relations with Ar-
gentina, which the president has tried
by every means to avoid." The San-
tiago paper objected to the guerrillas
not being turned over to the notor-
iously rightist courts. It denounced
the refusal to turn the escaped rev-
olutionists over to the Argentine dic-
tatorship as "a triumph for the ex-
tremists.”

Another Santiago daily, La Tercera,
attacked Allende in these terms: "This
is unquestionably a delicate phase in
the excellent relations we have tradi-
tionally maintained with Argentina.
Even the most objective observer
could not fail to be worried by the
rapid and strong reaction of President
Lanusse to these developments.

"Those who think that all the prob-
lems were solved by the departure
of the extremists are mistaken, Clear-
ly it is up to President Lanusse and
his collaborators to evaluate the exact
ramifications of the position Chile has
taken. We think we express the will
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of the nation in expressing the hope
that relations with Argentina remain
as correct and positive as they have
been up till now."

It is hard to predict what further
effects the bloody episode in Patagonia
will have on the complex political sit-
uation in the southern part of Latin
America. But one thing is certain. The
Argentine military dictatorship is de-
termined to suppress the facts about
the massacre in Trelew. And the three
surviving revolutionists (René Hai-
dar, Maria Antonia Berger, and Mi-
guel Alberto Camps), if they recover,
can tell the whole truth about what
happened to them and their slaugh-
tered comrades.

Unconfirmed reports (the survivors

of the massacre are still being held
incommunicado) indicate that these
three young freedom fighters are
gravely injured. It would be a simple
matter for the military to do away
with them and claim they died of their
wounds. Thus, the first duty of all
those who have spoken out against
the atrocity in Trelew is to concentrate
on safeguarding the lives of the sur-
vivors.

Peron and Allende in particular
could probably protect the lives of
the wounded guerrillas by demanding
that they be examined and watched
over by politically independent doc-
tors and that their relatives be allowed
to see them and be kept informed of
their condition. O

Forty-Six Sentenced in Three Weeks of Trials

CPs Split on Czech Witch-Hunt

By Jon Rothschild

In "normalized" Czechoslovakia the
economy may be slowing down, but
political trials are running at break-
neck speed. From July 17 to August
11, the regime headed by Commu-
nist party General Secretary Gustav
Husak conducted nine witch-hunt tri-
als, most of them directed against sup-
porters of the Prague Spring policies
of the Dubcek regime. A total of forty-
six persons were sentenced to prison
terms of up to six and a half years.

Reports of the proceedings are not
easily obtained, as the Czechoslovak
government violated its own laws by
barring the public and the press from
attending. The first trial, held in
Prague July 17-20, resulted in six sen-
tences ranging from one to two and
a half years. The major defendants
were Jiri Litera, former secretary of
the Prague committee of the Commu-
nist party; Jiri Muller, a former stu-
dent leader; Jan Tesar, a historian;
and Rudolf Battek, a sociologist. (See
Intercontinental  Press, July 31,
p. 888.)

On July 26 six persons were sen-
tenced by a regional court in Brno.
A Ministry of Justice communiqué
claimed that the defendants, "inspired
by hostility to the socialist regime,
had founded an illegal group at the
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end of 1970." In the absence of any
description of the activities, statements,
or for that matter even the existence
of this "group," it must be assumed
that the accused were jailed to cor-
rect their backward "inspiration." Sen-
tenced were: Milan Silhan, five years;
Zdenek Pokorny, an engineer, four
years; Jaroslav Meznik, a doctor of
philosophy, three and a half years;
Petr Wurm, an engineer, three years;
Alois Vyroubal and Jan Schopf, both
engineers, two and a half years and
twenty-six months respectively.

On the same day the Brno sentences
were announced, the regime revealed
that Milan Hubl, Karel Kyncl, and
Karel Bartosek, three well-known in-
tellectuals arrested late in 1971, would
be brought to trial on July 31.

After a trial lasting less than forty-
eight hours, Hubl, director of a party
cadre school under the Dubcek regime,
was sentenced to six and a half years
in prison on charges of "subversion.”
Kyncl, a journalist during the Dubcek
era, got twenty months in jail, and
Bartosek, a historian, one year.

A Ministry of Justice communiqué,
again the sole source of official in-
formation about the trial, claimed that
the defendants, "inspired by hostility
to the socialist regime, had, from 1970

to January 1972, prepared illegal leaf-
lets in which they gave false infor-
mation about the situation in Czecho-
slovakia and its allied countries.
These lying leaflets were distributed
and sent abroad with the aim of help-
ing to weaken the social regime and
the state.”

It should be noted that the only
"illegal" written material thus far re-
ferred to by the Czechoslovak regime
has been a tract handed out in Prague
prior to the November 1971 elections
reminding Czechoslovak citizens of
their constitutional right not to vote.

By August 1, the Husak regime had,
in two weeks time, sentenced nineteen
persons in seven separate trials to
a total of fifty-eight and a half years
in prison for political crimes.

Trial number eight began two days
later, August 3, in Brno. The chief
defendant in that proceeding was Ja-
roslav Sabata, former head of the
Brno Communist party committee and
widely regarded as a central leader
in the movement against Kremlin-im-
posed "mormalization." Sabata's two
sons, nineteen-year-old Jan and twen-
ty-six-year-old Vaclac, had been sen-
tenced (two years and two and a half
years respectively) in an earlier trial.

Sabata had been asked to testify
at the Hubl trial, but refused. The Pa-
ris daily Le Monde of August 3 re-
ported that persons who had been
able to get into the courtroom for
that trial said Sabata based his re-
fusal on the grounds that all the
charges were "fabricated and invented
out of whole cloth." He was asked by
the prosecutor whether he was aware
of the seriousness of his allegations
and their implications about Czecho-
slovak justice. He replied that he was.

If he was not, he found out soon
enough. On August 8 Sabata was sen-
tenced to six and a half years in jail.
A Ministry of Justice communiqué list-
ed the following additional sentences:
Antonin Rusek, engineer, five years;
Zdenek Prikryl, doctor of sciences,
four years; Alfred Cerny, former re-
gional secretary of the CP committee
in South Moravia, three years; Karel
Cejka, engineer, two years; Karel Frid-
rich, engineer, eighteen months. Jiri
Zaoral received an eighteen-month
suspended sentence and three years'
probation.

The communiqué added that the de-
fendants had "constituted an illegal
antistate group during 1970 which
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carried out hostile activities up to Jan-
uary 1972. The aim of the group
was to create conditions for the over-
throw of the social regime and the
state of the Republic.”

The ninth trial, another forty-eight-
hour affair, resulted in eight more sen-
tences which were announced August
10 in Brno. The ever-present Ministry
of Justice communiqué claimed that
the defendants "in the period 1970-
1971 distributed pamphlets and leaf-
lets hostile to the socialist state and
social system,” and that some of the
accused "had produced or helped to
produce these materials.”

The chief defendant, Vlastimila
Tesarova, received four years in jail
Kveta Markova and Zdenek Vasicek
got three years each. The other sen-
tences were: Ladislav Zadina, two
and a half years; Anna Kautna, two
years; Karel Kautny, one year; Stan-
islav Tesar, fifteen months, Hana Sa-
bata, Jaroslav Sabata's daughter, was
also a defendant in the ninth trial. She
was sentenced to three and a half
years, making four members of the
Sabata family serving a total of four-
teen and a half years in prison.

When the results of the ninth trial
were announced, it was also reported
that the supreme court in Bohemia-
Moravia had rejected the appeals of
Litera and Stehlik, both of whom had
been convicted in the first trial.

On August 17, according to a re-
port in the Washington Post, the Com-
munist party newspaper Rude Pravo
announced that  President Josef
Svoboda had canceled a previously
scheduled tenth trial in which the de-
fendants were to have been a group
of young people, allegedly associates
of Jaroslav Sabata. Rude Pravo
claimed that Svoboda's action came
after the defendants had requested par-
dons on the grounds that they had
been "seduced" into "irresponsible and
punishable activities" by Sabata. If
the report was accurate, this is the
only case in the current wave of trials
in which the defendants refused to de-
fend their political activities.

In the article announcing the halt
in the tenth trial, Rude Pravo sum-
marized, for the first time, the results
of the preceding trials. Some observ-
ers therefore concluded that, at least
for the time being, the trials were
ended.

That remains to be seen. The rap-
id-fire trials of July-August are part
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of an intensified general repression
launched by the Husak regime at the
end of 1971. Theaters have been
closed, trade unions have been
purged, intellectuals deprived of their
right to make a living in their fields.
Some 30,000 intellectuals have been

HUSAK: Tells French CP political trials
are not political trials.

fired from their jobs in the Husak
crackdown; two-thirds of them arenow
doing manual labor, another 10,000
drift from job to job.

The increasing number of references
in the Czechoslovak press to the "coun-
terrevolutionary policies" of the Dub-
cek regime are an ominous sign. Thus
far, the top leaders of the Prague
Spring have not been tried, but the
political climate for such trials is be-
ing prepared.

At the same time, Husak has been
unable to go quite as far as his Krem-
lin mentors would obviously like. The
movement of opposition to "normal-
ization" has been witch-hunted, but not
crushed. The defendants in the latest
trials, unlike those in the dock during
the purges of the 1950s, have not
confessed, but have asserted their ad-
herence to socialism and their right
to conduct political activity. The per-
sistent challenge to "normalization”
within Czechoslovakia has been par-

alleled by opposition to the trials from
the Communist parties of the West,
especially in France and Italy. In
France, in fact, the question of the
Czechoslovak trials has become a hot
domestic political issue.

Last February, as news of the wave
of arrests began to reach the West, the
French Communist party, which, un-
der pressure both from its own mem-
bership and from the growing far left,
had opposed the 1968 Soviet in-
vasion, sent Roland Leroy, 2 member
of the Political Bureau, to Prague.
In reply to a series of questions from
Leroy, Husak said, "The time of pre-
fabricated frame-up trials has defini-
tively passed." He promised that there
would be no "show trials," that no
one would be prosecuted for his po-
litical beliefs or for his activity during
the Prague Spring.

L'Humanité, the French Communist
party's newspaper, reprinted Husak's
comments to that effect.

Since that time, the French CP has
established an electoral alliance with
the Socialist party. When the latest
trials began in Prague, the Gaullists
saw an issue that could drive a wedge
between the CP and the SP. The SP
leadership, already under pressure
from the party's right wing which is
uneasy about the alliance with the
Communist party, hastened to reas-
sure the French public and condemned
the trials. On July 27, SP First Sec-
retary Francois Mitterrand issued a
statement against the trials and as-
serted that in view of the Commu-
nist party's stand against the Soviet
invasion of Czechoslovakia, the CP
in France could not be held account-
able for what was happening in
Prague.

The pro-Gaullist magazine La Na-
tion immediately attacked Mitterrand,
accusing the SP leaders of being "pris-
oners of their allies.”

Twenty-four hours after Mitterrand's
statement was made publie, L'Huma-
nité published the text of a declaration
it said had been approved three days
earlier on July 25 by the CP Political
Bureau. The declaration recalled Hu-
sak's pledge to Leroy and affirmed
the CP's alleged commitment to so-
cialist democracy. It then noted that
the bourgeoisie carries out various
kinds of sabotage and subversion
against "socialist" regimes, giving as
an example the current rightist attack
on the Allende government in Chile.
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"What worker,” the statement rhetor-
ically asked, "what democrat could
reproach him [Allende] for taking the
measures he did to put a stop to their
intrigues?”

Then came the key paragraph:

"That said, it is evident from the
information we have that the trials
under way in Czechoslovakia are not
directed against this sort of activity.
Now, since it is a question of polit-
ical and ideological opposition, we
consider that it is by means of an
intense political and ideological strug-
gle, waged with the support of the
workers and the popular masses, that
the opponents of socialism must be
fought and isolated.”

Lest anybody fail to get the point,
the declaration went on to quote large
sections from a 1969 CP statement
on "advanced democracy” (the CP's
latest formulation of the popular front)
to the effect that all democratic rights
will be rigorously guaranteed in a
socialist France—that is, if the CP-
SP coalition is elected to governmental
power.

Mitterrand announced his satisfac-
tion with the CP declaration. Having
expressed themselves against the trials
in a rather half-hearted manner (there
is no evidence — on the contrary —that
the defendants are "opponents of so-
cialism"), the CP bureaucrats would
doubtless have preferred to forget the
issue. But the Gaullists counter-
attacked, saying Mitterrand was either
"naive" or "a liar" for believing the
CP.

The Communist party was com-
pelled to reiterate its opposition to the
trials. And on August 2, the Execu-
tive Committee of the CGT (Confé-
dération Générale du Travail — Gen-
eral Confederation of Labor, the coun-
try's largest trade-union formation,
which is dominated by the CP) re-
leased a communiqué recalling Hu-
sak's assurances about trials and stat-
ing: "The current trials, whose polit-
ical character is obvious, contradict
these assurances. The CGT vigorously
deplores the trials.”

The Italian Communist party found
itself in a position similar to that of
the French CP. Facing opposition to
the trials in their own ranks and con-
cerned about their political fortunes
in the Italian electoral arena, the Ital-
ian CP leaders expressed their dis-
agreement with the trials more forth-
rightly than their French counterparts.
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On August 10 ['Unita, the party's
newspaper, published the text of a
resolution approved August 8 by the
Political Bureau. It said in part:

"The recent recourse to judicial pros-
ecutions against men who, up to 1968,
were qualified representatives of the
Communist party and of Czechoslo-
vak culture and who, moreover, had
already been deprived of any pos-
sibility of participating in public life,
and even had been removed from their
professional duties, draws attention to
the persistence of the grave situation
in Czechoslovakia. It is especially se-
rious to see the unfolding of a logic
of revenge, on all levels and to such
an extent, in regard to representatives
of the 'mew political course' that was
affirmed in Czechoslovakia in 1968.
In view of all this, the Political Bu-
reau of the Italian Communist party
intends to demonstrate its reproba-
tion and renewed disagreement.”

Even the relatively docile British
Communist party felt compelled to dis-
associate itself from the trials. The
Morning Star, official CP paper, said
editorially that the charges against
the defendants arose from political dif-
ferences and "should be dealt with by

Angela Davis's Stand

political means and not by trials and
imprisonment."

On August 12 the Czechoslovak
government finally responded publicly
to the statements of the Western CPs.
The answer was hardly designed to
smooth over the dispute.

"What does bourgeois propaganda
seek?" Rude Pravo wrote. "It wants
above all . .. to present our efforts,
which are devoid of perversity and
animated by strict respect for social-
ist legality, as violations of legality
in general. It is not at all astonish-
ing that anti-Czechoslovak bourgeois
propaganda should succeed in duping
bourgeois and naive persons. But it
becomes serious when the tendencies
to place confidence in the arguments
of this enemy propaganda manifest
themselves in such quantity among
honest and progressive people in the
West and when it leads certain Com-
munists to feel some doubt.”

On August 19 Rude Pravo quoted
Husak's explanation of why the cur-
rent trials were not in violation of
his pledge to Leroy. While not likely
to convince anyone whose cogitative
faculties are up to par, the explana-

—According to Pravda

[Several journals, including the L.ondon
Sunday Times, have reported that An-
gela Davis has rejected Jiri Pelikan's ap-
peal that she speak out in defense of the
rights of Communist political opposition-
ists who are being imprisoned on false
charges by the Husak regime.

[It is to be noted, however, that not one
of these publications has quoted Angela
Davis directly. Perhaps the most authori-
tative report is the one translated below by
Intercontinental Press, which appeared in
the August 14 Pravda, the newspaper of
the Soviet Communist party. Surprising-
ly, this account likewise fails to quote An-
gela Davis directly. Is the famed victim
of a frame-up ftrial in the United States
unhappy over the pressure being placed
on her not to respond to the appeal ad-
dressed to her? If, on the other hand,
the editor of Pravda has correctly report-
ed her stand, why doesn't she denounce
the Italian, French, and British Commu-
nist parties for criticizing the Prague witch-
hunt trials?]

* * *®

The present slander campaign, planned
according to all the rules of "psychologi-

cal war," is distinguished perhaps by one
special feature — the reactionaries are
making a stepped-up effort to use fabrica-
tions about "Czechoslovak political trials"
to sow dissension among the progressive
forces and create friction within the Com-
munist and workers' movement.

We see evidence of these fabrications
in the Voice of America broadcasts. They
are revealed also by the political diver-
sions undertaken by the Czechoslovak
emigrant Pelikan, obviously with the
prompting of certain imperialist intelli-
gence agencies. Pelikan addressed an
"open letter" to Angela Davis which was
immediately published in the pages of
such bourgeois papers as the Hamburg
Die Zeit and others of the same ilk. Pel-
ikan proposed to the courageous Ameri-
can Communist, to this fighter for social
justice, to take up the defense of figures
condemned by the Czechoslovak courts.
In essence this meant asking the Com-
munist to enter into an alliance with anti-
Communists to defend anti-Communists.
The idea of such an unholy alliance was
naturally rejected with indignation by An-
gela Davis, and this has been made pub-
lic at her request.
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tion was characteristic of CP logic.
Husak, Rude Pravo wrote, "informed
the French comrades of the fact that
his party had conducted, conduects,
and will conduct the struggle against
the right wing by political means, but
no one will be tried for his opinions
and activities during the 1968-1969
years of crisis. . . . The people who
were sentenced, in perfect accord with
existing laws, were not sentenced for
their opinions and their activity in
the 1968-1969 period, but for having
engaged in activity that the law quali-
fies as antistate in 1970-1971 and
even in 1972.

"The attitude of the party as ex-
pressed by Comrade Husak to Com-
rade Leroy has not changed. Such
is the truth that the bourgeois media
distort. Sooner or later, those among
our friends and companions in strug-
gle who are presently disoriented will
certainly call themselves to account.”

As for the American Communist
party, for five weeks it said not a
word about the trials. On August 23
the Daily World broke the silence in
an article titled "Czechoslovakia CP
hails anniversary of 1968 aid." The
New York Stalinist newspaper said,
"A total of 46 persons have been con-
victed during the past several weeks
for attempting to take up where
the counter-revolutionary movement
around Alexander Dubcek left off in
1969."

This toadying is all the worse be-
cause the American CP is in position
to help the Czechoslovak victims de-
spite the party's small size and lack
of social base.

Angela Davis is a prominent mem-
ber of the American CP. Up to now
she has not responded to the appeal
of Jiri Pelikan, the Czech Communist
oppositionist, that she fulfill her pledge
to defend all political prisoners and
call for the release of the Czechoslovak
victims.

On the anniversary of the "1968
aid," Davis happened to be in the
Soviet Union. Known throughout the
world as a courageous fighter against
capitalist repression, she is in posi-
tion to make a unique contribution
to the defense of the Czechoslovak
opposition. But not a word!

Perhaps the U.S. Communist party,
investing much time and energy in
running a presidential candidate as
a stalking-horse for George McGov-
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ern, is just too busy to read Pelikan's
appeal. In any case, the Daily World's
enthusiasm for the 1968 "aid" given
by the Soviet Union to Czechoslo-
vakia is well answered by an anec-
dote now circulating in Prague. "Is
it true," a listener asks of a Prague

radio commentator, "that the Czecho-
slovak people appealed to the valiant
Soviet Red Army for help?"

"Yes," answers the radio commen-
tator. "The appeal was issued in 1938
and the Red Army was able to pos-
itively respond to it in August 1968."0

Demand Amnesty for Figueroa Cordero

Andres Figueroa Cordero, a Puerto
Rican political prisoner who was sen-
tenced to more than eighty years in
a United States federal penitentiary
for participating in an attack on Con-
gress in 1954, was recently found to
be suffering from cancer in the in-
testinal tract.

He was transferred from Leaven-
worth Penitentiary in Kansas to the
hospital prison of Springfield, Mis-
souri, during the middle of August
and was later operated.

Figueroa Cordero is one ofthemany
who were sentenced for their activities
during the 1950s in the intense strug-
gle of the Nationalist party to win
Puerto Rico's independence. Both in
the United States and in Puerto Rico,

these political prisoners are serving
inhumanely long terms.

When news of Figueroa's illness
reached his hometown of Aguada,

Puerto Rico, demonstrations were
staged demanding that he be granted
amnesty.

In New York the United Front for
the Defense of Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners is campaigning for his im-
mediate release. The campaign in-
cludes a projected series of demon-
strations to be held before the Fed-
eral Court Building at 40 Foley
Square.

Further information can be obtained
by writing the Frente Unido Pro De-
fensa Presos Politicos Puertorriquefios,
Box 3, Planetarium Station, New
York, N.Y. 10024.

Superchickens—the Coming Thing?

A seventeen-year-old high-school se-
nior, Grant Sullivan of West Point,
California, who describes himself as
a "patriotic nut," has developed a new
breed of chickens of giant size, hav-
ing the strength and stamina of an
ostrich.

His No. 1 rooster, named Weirdo,
weighs twenty-two pounds, which is
four or five times larger than the av-
erage rooster. The hens, too, are huge.

According to the August 17 Wall
Street Journal, which considered the
commercial possibilities, the super-

chickens lay jumbo eggs about two
and a half inches long by two inches
in diameter.

Not much may come of the break-
through, however, because the U.S.
poultry industry is suffering from
overproduction at present.

Sullivan suggests that the new breed
might be valuable as watch-chickens.
They are quite mean. Weirdo has
pecked chunks of metal from his feed
bucket; and the hens have killed three
cats that wandered into the coop.

Amchitka Report

Despite all the reassuring statements by
U.S. government officials last November
that the five-megaton nuclear test at Am-
chitka Island had done little more than
kill a few seals and birds, it now turns
out that something bigger happened.

Twenty-two "small earthquakes and
hundreds of blast after-shocks" were reg-
istered in the three months following the
test, according to Dr. E. Engdahl, a re-
search geophysicist with the National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration at
Boulder, Colorado.

The first quake, seven days after the
test, measured 3.5 on the Richter scale.

Dr. Engdahl nevertheless minimized the
results. They were "minor structural ad-
justments in the earth's crust' comparable
generally to the effects of underground
tests in Nevada, "except that Amchitka
activity was of significantly lower level."

That ought to encourage another try
by the Pentagon.
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Britain

Nottingham Women Stage Feminist Rally

Nottingham

About 1,000 persons attended a
women's rally in the centre of Not-
tingham July 23. This was the final
event of an arts festival that ran for
two weeks.

Nottingham, which is a centre for
the hosiery and lace industry, has
been known traditionally as a wom-
an's town because of the high per-
centage -of women workers here. The
Nottingham Women's Liberation
Group suggested to the Festival Com-
mittee that it should become a wom-
en's town in reality. So, under the
slogan "The Last Day is Women's
Day," a women's rally was organized.

The city square was packed all af-
ternoon with people who had come
to look at book stalls, stalls run by
the Family Planning Association and
the Women's Abortion and Contracep-
tion Campaign, and stalls selling art-
work by women.

Even though the all-female platform
contained a majority of speakers not
representing the women's movement,
the mood was one of militant fem-
inism. The crowd cheered women
trade unionists, strikers, and a repre-
sentative of the Black movement in
the city.

Audrey Wise, a shop steward in the
shopworkers union, described what
she called the "man-made world" of
war, want, and inequality. She called
for a change in society so that women
could play a full and equal role in
every aspect of life. She called for a
society of human values rather than
competition and greed.

Sister Maxine of the Black People's
Freedom Movement gave a forceful
description of the oppression of Black
people in white society, and of the
determination of Black women to end
this.

She talked of the ways in which
racism and inequality are perpetuated
in Britain, with Black children being
pronounced "educationally subnor-
mal" and sent to schools that fitted
them for only menial and badly paid
jobs.

The rally opened with two high-
school students singing women's
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songs. A section of the crowd —male
and middle-aged-—thought that by
heckling they could disrupt the rally.
But the first speaker, May Hobbs, the
leader of the Night Cleaner's Cam-
paign in London, proved to be too
much for them. She addressed them
as a working woman, told them to
save their enmity for their bosses, and
reminded them that over and over
again it was male workers who had
black-legged [scabbed] or backed
down in strikes.

The crowd cheered and applauded
as she gave the history of the way in
which women office cleaners unionized
themselves and won better conditions
last year.

Mrs Annie Salmons, a recent recruit
to the Nottingham Women's Libera-
tion Group, also clirected her remarks
to the hecklers.

"I am seventy-seven, a Nottingham
miner's widow and a pensioner," she
said, "and now I'm going to tell you
why I joined the women's movement."”

She described her activities in the
hunger marches of the 1930s, how
she cycled all over Britain ahead of
the marchers to arrange food and
accommodations for them. Her mes-
sage was that women have always
been active and rmilitant in the fight
for equality and freedom and that the
women's liberation movement is a
continuation of this tradition.

Nancy Magraith, leader of one of
the most exciting industrial struggles
of the moment, described how she and
other women had taken over their
factory in Fakenham rather than ac-
cept redundancy. After nearly a year,
they were still in business and had
expanded production. The crowd re-
sponded warmly to these women who
had taken such positive action against
their employers and proved that re-
dundancy and unemployment are in
fact unnecessary.

The economic and sexual oppres-
sion of women in this society were
discussed by speakers from the Lon-
don Socialist Women's Group and the
Glasgow group Women in Action.

Jo O'Brien of the Nottingham Wom-
en's Liberation Group challenged the

idea of Nottingham really being a
woman's town when women in local
industries do not get equal pay, and
when the city authorities provide total-
ly inadequate nursery and contracep-
tive facilities.

She described how consistently the
Nottingham hospitals refuse to help
women get abortions and how this
leads to large numbers of back-street
abortions.

As national convenor of the Wom-
en's Abortion and Contraception
Campaign, Rose Knight, also of Not-
tingham, dwelt on the condition of
women in the town. She pointed out
that the city authorities spent only
£410 last year on helping the 40,000
women who needed contraceptive ad-
vice.

"There are still at least 300,000 un-
wanted pregnancies in Britain each
year. Half result in abortions. But at
least 150,000 children are born each
year to end up as battered babies,
neglected children, who perhaps have
to go to children's homes because their
parents can't cope financially. Every
child should be a wanted child; every
mother a willing mother."

Although the majority of the audi-
ence were not in the women's move-
ment, their attitude was extremely en-
couraging by the end of the afternoon.
Never before had the calls for fem-
inism and socialism met with such a
response in Nottingham. ]

Correction

In the caption to the photograph
on the cover of last week's issue, Ma-
ria Antonia Berger was identified as
among those slain at Trelew. Actually
she was among the three still alive
after the slaughter. According to the
Argentine press, her lower jaw was
shattered by a bullet that continued
down into her throat. Another bullet
hit her in the stomach, leaving through
her shoulder. The August 24 daily
La Razén said that a tracheotomy
was performed on her to enable her
to breathe. "But her situation took
a dangerous turn for the worse when
she suffered postoperative shock."

The Lanusse regime has issued no
further report on her condition. Like
the two other wounded survivors, she
is being held incommunicado and de-
nied visits by either relatives or in-
dependent doctors. a
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For Revolutionary Socialism in the United States

Campaigning Against Twin Parties of Big Business

By Fred Feldman

To revolutionists looking at the
American political scene from other
countries, utilization of the electoral
arena in the United States to advance
the program of revolutionary social-
ism may appear an easy task. It is
not.

First of all, there are no nation-
wide federal regulations providing for
representation on the ballot. Each of
the fifty states has its own laws. About
all they have in common is automatic
ballot status for the Republicans and
Democrats. The provisions for mi-
nority parties are in most cases quite
difficult to meet. Some are so arbi-
trary as to virtually exclude minor-
ity parties from the ballot.

One of the most prominent aspects
of the campaigning of a minority
party is thus the effort devoted to
struggling to meet technical require-
ments and to battling in the courts
for the most elementary democratic
rights of a political party —the right
to be heard and the right to appear
on the ballot.

Even worse in the United States is
the imbalance in finances. The gov-
ernment grants nothing to help present
the positions of the candidates to the
public. Even the "equal time' pro-
vision on radio and television has
been seriously eroded. ("Equal time"
means merely that if a station or net-
work grants free time to one candi-
date, it must grant the same amount
of time to opposing candidates.)

At the same time there is no legal
limit on what a party or candidate
may spend in campaigning for office.
The twin capitalist parties regularly
lay out colossal sums in their efforts
to sway the voters. The Republican
party, for instance, this year has a
fund of $10,000,000 given by un-
disclosed backers besides other funds
at its disposal.

In addition the two big parties
virtually monopolize the press, radio,
and television, since these are private-
ly owned by their partisans. Through
the communications media, campaign
propaganda pours out in a great
flood in the form of "news."
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Despite these difficult handicaps, the
candidates of the Socialist Workers
party have succeeded in making an
impact in the presidential elections
this year.

With two months of campaigning
still ahead, Linda Jenness, the SWP
candidate for president, and Andrew
Pulley, the SWP candidate for vice
president, have spoken at nearly 500
campaign meetings and rallies.

In addition to the presidential ticket,
100 local candidates are being fielded
by the SWP. They are campaigning
as intensively on a local scale as
Jenness and Pulley are on a national
scale.

More than 2,500,000 pieces of lit-
erature have been distributed, publi-
cizing the revolutionary-socialist po-
sition on labor, women, Blacks, Chi-
canos, other minorities, and the youth.
This is twice the amount of material
issued in the SWP's 1968 campaign,
headed by Fred Halstead and Paul
Boutelle, which was the biggest one
up to then.

Despite its bias, the press has not
been able to totally exclude news
about the campaign. During the first
three weeks of August, with most cam-
puses closed and radical activity at
a relatively low ebb, the national
campaign headquarters in New York
reported that articles about Jenness
and Pulley appeared in sixty-seven
newspapers in twenty-three states.

More than 12,000 persons have
signed statements endorsing the SWP
ticket as a positive alternative to the
Republican and Democratic slates.
This is four times the number who
endorsed the 1968 campaign.

Although highly reluctant to do so,
some of the capitalist candidates had
to debate Jenness, Pulley, and other
SWP candidates during the primaries.
On January 15, Jenness debated Rep-
resentative Paul McCloskey before 300
students at Colby Junior College in
New Hampshire. McCloskey was a
Republican "peace" candidate who op-
posed Nixon in several state presi-
dential primaries.

The Jenness-Pulley campaign has

sold over 30,000 copies of "Every-
thing You Always Wanted to Know
About George McGovern," a pamphlet
detailing the prowar, antilabor, racist,
and sexist record of the "radical” Dem-
ocratic candidate who has been ap-
pealing for the support of antiwar,
labor, Black, and feminist activists.
The South Dakota senator was so
nettled by the effect of the pamphlet
on some of the youth who had been
campaigning for him that he sent an
irate letter to Jenness, accusing her
and her supporters of making him
a "special target' and charging them
with "irrational and unwise argumen-
tativeness."

Jenness's persistent demand that Me-
Govern debate her has met with a
favorable response from many of the
senator's youthful campaign workers.
His refusal to do so and his recent
maneuvers to change the "equal time"
laws so as to bar minority party can-
didates from getting free time on TV
and radio in the event he and Nixon
get free time for a debate have in-
jured his carefully cultivated image
as a practitioner of "honesty" and "fair
play."

The center of public attention in the
election campaign thus far has been
the Republican and Democratic con-
ventions. Rules changes assured the
inclusion of a higher percentage than
in previous years of youths, women,
Blacks, Chicanos, and members of
other minorities as delegates at the
Democratic gathering. As a result
thousands of anti-establishment young
people flocked to Miami. They believed
that the nomination of McGovern
would open the door to a real trans-
formation of American politics.

Supporters of the Socialist Workers
party also went to Miami. They set
up literature tables outside the con-
vention hall and distributed 5,000
copies of an "Open Letter frorn Linda
Jenness to Supporters of George Mc-
Govern." In hundreds of conversations
with McGovern supporters, they got
a vivid picture of the views and at-
titudes of these young activists.

Tom Vernier, national coordinator
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of Young Socialists for Jenness and
Pulley, described his impressions of
the convention:

"People came to our table early in
the week and listened to what we had
to say about McGovern and the Dem-
ocratic party. They thought we were
idealists and sectarians, asking too
much of politicians and the system.

"Later in the week, after McGovern
had sewed up the nomination, after
he had retreated from the promises
he had made on welfare for the un-
employed and those unable to work,
the rights of gays, and the right of
women to legal abortions—and es-
pecially after his sinister promise to
keep a residual force in Thailand after
American 'withdrawal' from Vietnam
—they came back to talk to us again.

"They were genuinely shocked and
disappointed. Some of them threw
away their McGovern buttons. They
would say, 'You were right. He's just
another politician." It's important to
remember that many of these people
weren't hardened reformists. They
really believed that McGovern was dif-
ferent.

"They were very honestly express-
ing their discovery that all of these
capitalist politicians represent the sys-
tem these young people are trying to
fight. By the end of the week, we had
fifty new campaign endorsers.”

When the Republican convention
took place in Miami, McGovern's shift
to the right —most evident in the stri-
dency of his pro-Israel statements—
began to look like an undignified
scramble. This had an impact on
many young radicals who returned
to Miami for antiwar protests at the
GOP gathering.

"You know," said Vernier, "before
the Democratic convention, pro-Mc-
Govern radicals were not apologetic
about their views. They were certain
that they were doing the right thing.
Now many of them are bitter and
cynical about McGovern. They no
longer believe, as they once did, that
he is a 'good man.’

"Those who still support him cling
to the illusion that he is more likely
to end the war or that the Vietnamese
people will somehow be better off if
McGovern wins."

Vernier said that radical youth were
viewing the SWP campaign more se-
riously than in previous election
years.

"They see us as a campaign of the
young, a part of the movement that
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radicalized them. Some are beginning
to see the need for revolutionary
change such as we propose. The cam-
paign has given revolutionary social-
ism a lot of legitimacy in their eyes."

Two other groups on the left are
campaigning this year. The People's
party ticket of Dr. Benjamin Spock
and Julius Hobson will be on the
ballot in several states. The People's
party is a middle-class formation with
a program calling for some radical
reforms. It is a remnant of the some-
what larger "Peace and Freedom par-
ty" campaign of 1968. The nomina-
tion of McGoverr: has taken most of
the steam out of the People's party
effort. Dr. Spock himself has empha-
sized the "desirability” of a McGovern
victory in November.

The Communist party is also run-
ning its own candidates, Gus Hall
and Jarvis Tyner, in 1972. The CP
effort is a response to the growing
impact of the SWP on radical youth.
Despite this "independent' campaign,
the Communist party press and its
representatives are quite openly sup-
porting the Democratic contender, ar-
guing that he represents a "lesser evil."

A major objective of the SWP cam-
paign is to win ballot status in as
many as thirty states, and to chal-
lenge undemocratic state election laws.
As part of this effort, the SWP helped
initiate the Committee for Democratic
Election Laws. This is an indepen-
dent organization devoted to battling
for more democracy in the electoral
process. Sponsors of the committee
include José Angel Gutiérrez of the
Texas La Raza Unida party, Ben-
jamin Spock of the People's party,
Linda Jenness, and former Democratic
Senator Eugene McCarthy.

SWP candidates are currently in-
volved in nineteer: challenges to state
election laws. Of eight that have been
decided so far, the SWP candidates
have won six. These cases resulted
in court decisions declaring several
state loyalty oaths aimed at radicals
unconstitutional, and removing filing
fee requirements that restricted the bal-
lot to the wealthy.

The most important legal challenge
currently pending is in Ohio where
Secretary of State Ted Brown refused
to certify Jenness and Pulley for the
ballot, asserting that they were too
young to hold office. Jenness is thirty-
one and Pulley is twenty-one. While
the U.S. constitution sets thirty-five
as the minimum age for the president

and vice president, the twentieth
amendment to the constitution em-
powers Congress to take whatever ac-
tion is necessary when a technically
unqualified person is elected.

The case is an important test of
the political rights of young people.
It has attracted broad support. Re-
cently, two members of Congress, Bel-
la Abzug and Charles Rangel, both
Democrats from New York, wrote to
Brown asking that he reverse his de-
cision.

"Your action,” Rangel told the Ohio
official, "cuts off the free choice of
political leadership to the citizens of
Ohio who are entitled to elect their
president from the full range of can-
didates."

The Committee for Democratic Elec-
tion Laws has also actively supported
ballot cases involving the People's
party, the Raza Unida parties, and
the Communist party.

The SWP has thus far won a place
on the ballot in eleven states ( Texas,
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, South Da-
kota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Ida-
ho, Massachusetts, Colorado, and
Michigan).

Many states require that independent
candidates obtain tens of thousands
of signatures in order to qualify for
the ballot. To date, Socialist Workers
party campaign supporters have col-
lected more than 450,000 signatures
in twenty-seven states. About 90,000
were collected in Massachusetts, 70,-
000 in New York, and 50,000 each
in Florida and Pennsylvania.

SWP campaigners have no illusions
about the likelihood of rolling up a
big vote in November. Restrictive bal-
lot laws, the capitalist monopoly of
the media, and the continuing illu-
sions most Americans have about the
bourgeois parties rule out such a pos-
sibility. So tight is the control of the
electoral apparatus by the defenders
of the status quo, that anticapitalist
votes more often than not go uncount-
ed.

The SWP candidates and supporters
will be well satisfied if their election
campaign makes it possible to reach
more people than ever before with the
ideas of revolutionary socialism. O

Rise in Hong Kong Refugees

Hong Kong officials reported that in
July 1,000 persons entered the British
colony illegally from China. This was
the highest monthly total since 1962 when
60,000 Chinese fled across the border
because of famine on the mainland.
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Intense Schedule of Studies

%

American Trotskyists Hold Educational Conference

By Jon Rothschild

The Socialist Activists and Educa-
tional Conference, held in Oberlin,
Ohio, August 13-20, which was attend-
ed by 1,150 members of the Socialist
Workers party, Young Socialist Al-
liance, and invited guests, was the
first national gathering of revolution-
ary socialists in the United States since
the SWP national convention last year.
The theme of the conference was the
education of party activists and the
sharpening of the organization of the
party’s practical activity.

The conference was divided into
three parts —a series of classes of two
or three sessions each on specific facets
of Marxist theory and areas of cur-
rent revolutionary struggle; a series
of lectures attended by all conference
participants dealing with broader
areas of activity; and a large number
of panels and workshops on arenas
of party intervention.

The educational classes centered on
international topics. They included a
series on the history of the First and
Second Internationals taught by
George Novack; a three-part series on
the Chinese revolution given by Les
Evans, editor of the International
Socialist Review; a two-part discussion
of the permanent revolution in Indo-
china by Fred Halstead, SWP Nation-
al Committee member and leading
activist in the antiwar movement; a
three-part series on the history of the
Irish revolution by Intercontinental
Press staff writer Gerry Foley.

In addition, there were classes on
the origins of the Fourth Internation-
al, on Marxist economic theory, the
class nature of the Soviet Union, the
origins of the deformed workers states
in East Europe, Marxism and anthro-
pology, the history of the U.S. Com-
munist party, and the development
of the revolution in Québec. One class
featured a presentation on the current
political situation in France and the
work of the Ligue Communiste, French
section of the Fourth International,
given by two visiting members of the
Ligue.
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Halstead's classes dealt with the his-
tory of the Vietnamese struggle against
imperialist domination. The first class
concenirated on an analysis of the
interrelationship between events in
Vietnam and major happenings in the
world arena during World War II
The second class was devoted to a
detailed analysis and critique of the
seven-point program of the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Government
in its negotiations with the Nixon
administration.

The classes on China concentrated
on a social analysis of Maoism, its
historical roots and pecularities.
Special attention was paid to the pro-
cess by which China was transformed
into a deformed workers state after
the Communist party's seizure of pow-
er and the evolution of Maoism as
a Stalinist current with a national
base distinct from the Soviet bureau-
cracy. Included was an extensive dis-
cussion of the "cultural revolution,”
its roots in the disastrous "great leap
forward" period, and the evolution of
both the Mao faction and its chief
intrabureaucratic opposition.

The main lecture series opened with
a talk by Peter Camejo, a member
of the SWP National Committee, on
Guevarism and the Latin American
revolution. Camejo discussed Gue-
vara's conception of the revolutionary
struggle on that continent, and why
it has been unable to win any fresh
victories in Latin America since the
victory in Cuba.

Caroline Lund, a staff member of
The Militant, the weekly newspaper
reflecting the views of the SWP, pre-
sented a talk on current trends in the
youth radicalization. She summarized
the discussion at the Ninth World
Congress of the Fourth International,
held in April 1969, describing the
political and social roots of the youth
radicalization of the 1960s.

A section of the talk was devoted
to a discussion of the role played
by students in past revolutionary

struggles, specifically the 1905 Rus-
sian revolution and the anti-imperi-
alist May 4 Movement in China. The
role of the student movement in those
events was seen as a precursor to the
detonative and organizational power
that students have demonstrated more
recently.

The main lines of the 1969 World
Congress document, Lund said, have
been confirmed by the continued stu-
dent unrest in the advanced capital-
ist countries. But in the last several
years, she said, the power of the stu-
dent movement has also been seen in
the underdeveloped countries. Lund
specifically discussed the 1971 war
of independence in Bangladesh, the
January 1972 student strike in Cairo,
which raised the most serious chal-
lenge to the Sadat regime since it came
to power, and the defensive insurrec-
tion led by the rebel youth of Sri
Lanka (Ceylon).

In the workers states also, Lund
said, the universities have been cen-
ters of oppositional organization, Yu-
goslavia and Czechoslovakia being
the clearest examples.

Mary-Alice Waters, editor of The Mil-
itant, delivered a talk on the history
of the Marxist role in the women's
movement, from the time of the First
International to the present, with spe-
cial stress on the resolutions passed
at the first four congresses (prior to
the Stalinist degeneration) of the Com-
munist International. Waters dealt
with the revolutionary-Marxist partic-
ipation in the women's rights move-
ment in prerevolutionary China, the
suffrage movement in the United
States and Europe during the early
part of the twentieth century, and the
policies of the Bolshevik party both
before and after its coming to power.

The major idea of Waters's pres-
entation was to refute the claim of
anti-Marxists that the revolutionary
movement has ignored the oppression
of women and abstained from the
movement against that oppression.
She pointed to the fact that the Com-
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munist International devoted special
attention to the question of women's
role in society and urged all national
sections to participate consistently in
the struggles launched by women. The
most detailed section of the talk was
on the suffrage movement and how
revolutionists actively supported and
built the struggle as well as how they
politically fought those sections of it
that based the call for women's right
to vote on reactionary, racist appeals.

Tony Thomas, staff writer for The
Militant, gave a presentation on the
permanent revolution in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, centering on the
necessity of the socialist transforma-
tion of those continents in order to
solve the problems of agrarian re-
form and national independence. He
stressed the continuing centrality of
the Vietnamese revolution and at-
tacked the "complete betrayal" of the
Soviet and Chinese bureaucrats, who
are "trying to force the Vietnamese
into a compromise settlement with the
Saigon militarists and Nixon."

Gus Horowitz reported on the "Pros-
pects for Political Revolution in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.”
The talk outlined the growing oppo-
sition to bureaucratic rule in the work-
ers states, especially in Yugoslavia,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and the So-
viet Union.

Horowitz described the central role
of the national question in the anti-
bureaucratic movement, as well as
the demands for freedom of speech
and expression and for workers' con-
trol of industry that have been raised
by the oppositionists.

Jack Barnes, national secretary of
the SWP, speaking on the "World Rev-
olution and the Fourth International,”
discussed the process of building an
international revolutionary party to
lead the new wave of struggle on a
world scale. "It's clear that in view
of the way the radicalization is sweep-
ing the world, and in view of the
counterrevolutionary role of Stalinism,
and the incapacity of Castroism to
lead another revolution through to
success, new forces by the thousands
are looking for new leadership and
are open to being won to our inter-
national movement," he said.

Barnes's report was marked by an
optimistic, though realistic, view of
the recent growth of the Fourth Inter-
national. Specifically mentioned were
Canada, where Trotskyists "have been
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deeply involved in the massive strug-
gles in Québec,” and Spain, where
"hardly a month goes by withoutstrug-
gle in the labor movement and in
the student movement ... and the
role of the Trotskyist nucleus as one
of the small but vanguard forces be-
ing identified and spoken about.”

Barnes delineated some of the ques-
tions now being discussed within the
international Trotskyist movement
and pointed to the necessity of the
membership of each party becoming
familiar with the issues involved.

The concluding presentation of the
main lecture series was a report by
SWP national organizational secretary
Barry Sheppard on "Building the Rev-
olutionary Party in the United States
Today."

The conference's educational activ-
ities were integrated with panels, work-
shops, and meetings on the day-to-
day work of the party. The SWP's
efforts in helping to build the U.S.
Committee for Justice to Latin Amer-
ican Political Prisoners was the sub-
ject of one workshop. Another dealt
with the campaign in defense of the
thousands of political prisoners still
interned in Ceylon's concentration
camps; another with U.S. work in
defense of the Irish revolution, an ex-
panding arena of activity for U.S.
revolutionists.

Other panels and workshops were
held to discuss the regional expan-
sion of the SWP and YSA (conference
participants came from twenty-nine
states), university and high-school ac-
tivity, building the SWP election cam-
paigns, expansion of the party's press,
and the fight against undemocratic
election laws.

One of the more exciting panels dealt
with the activities ¢f the SWP members
in the teachers' union. The party now
has a significant membership in this
union, a relatively newly developed
one in which the contradiction between
the reactionary, bureaucratized leader-
ship and the militant rank-and-file is
especially acute.

The SWP's general trade-union work
was the subject of a much larger pan-
el. The summary report, given by
national committee member Frank
Lovell, described the new situation
confronting the U. 5. Trotskyist move-
ment in this area:

"I can confidently state now that
all the reports from every section of

the country confirm what we have
believed to be the case for the past
several months: namely, that there is
a growing ferment in the working
class and in the ranks of the union
movement.

"This is a welcome change for us—
one that we must now plan to take
full advantage of."

Lovell outlined the perspective of
the National Committee on the ex-
tension of the SWP's activities in the
trade-union movement: "1. Sustained
and consistent sales of The Militant
at plant gates. 2. We suggested use
of the national and local election cam-
paigns to reach workers. 3. We even
dared hope for some consistent work
in unions, wherever we have members,
to promote our programmatic pro-
posals against the wage freeze and
against the war—and to propagan-
dize for a Congress of Labor and
for the idea of a labor party.”

Lovell reported that headway had
been made in this project in a num-
ber of areas and predicted that the
growing number of high-school and
college graduates in the party who
would be getting jobs in industry
would enable the SWP to accelerate
this activity. He described the "very
carefully planned attack" by the cap-
italist class against the union move-
ment and raised the possibility of larg-
er numbers of party members doing
their most important political work
on the job.

There were, in addition to the pan-
els, national reports on the antiwar
movement, the women's movement,
and the Black struggle. These reports,
attended by all conference partici-
pants, dealt with the present state of
these movements and the SWP's tasks
in coming months.

The intense pace of activity at the
conference did not prevent participants
from making use of the marginally
less polluted rural air for a wide range
of recreational activities. An organi-
zational step forward was taken —no
doubt in the spirit of Reykjavik—
when the usual run of spare-time chess
games were organized into a formal
tournament. (|

Chind's Population
China's population in 1970 was 697,-
000,000, according to an atlas placed
on sale in Peking at the beginning of
August. Specialists abroad had estimated
it to be around 800,000,000.
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Papua and New Guinea

The Pangu Pati

By Ray Slobodniuk

[The following article is reprinted
from the July 14 issue of Direct Ac-
tion, a revolutionary-socialist fort-
nightly published in Sydney.]

* * *

"The Pangu Pati has emerged un-
mistakably as the Territory's dom-
inant political force." And, continued
the Sunday Australian's editorial of
April 23, it is "the first successful at-
tempt to give expression to the inde-
pendence movement in one of the last
surviving colonies in the world."

The same editorial went on to paint
a picture of bourgeois respectability
about the Pangu Pati. It was not full
of "hot heads and revolutionaries" but
on the contrary, "the Australian gov-
ernment should be thankful that when
the time comes to hand over power
to the Territory's own people, it will
be dealing with a moderate, respon-
sible and popularly elected body that
respects the procedures of democratic
rule and parliamentary government.”

Such is the attitude not only of the
Sunday Australian but of nearly all
sections of the Australianrulingclass. 1
It may be said by some that the Aus-
tralian bourgeoisie was presented
with a fait accompli and could do
little but accept the Pangu Pati. But
as we shall see, such a view, which
implies that Australia saw its interests
allied to those of the white expatriates
in PNG does not stand up to scrutiny.

Even the most cursory glance at
the evolution of Australian govern-
ment policy in PNG [Papua and New
Guinea] over the past ten years shows
that this argument is untenable. If
we accept that up to the mid-1960s
the Australian bourgeoisie relied upon
the expatriate elite to care for its in-

1. Just as an indication of how wide the
acceptance of Pangu is at present, the
DLP's [Democratic Labor Party] News-
weekly (10/5/72) wrote, "If they continue
to move cautiously . . . they could turn
out to be the best possible government
for the country.”
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terests, it is clear that after this time
the situation changed very significant-
ly. In response to imperialist pressure,
both in terms of a demand to open
PNG to foreign investment (i.e., ex-
ploitation) and in terms of imperial-
ist activity within Australia (which
forced the Australian bourgeoisie to
start, at least, a token struggle for
its own survival), we have witnessed
the spectacle of the Australian ruling
class turning against its expatriate
ally in PNG. The existence of the white
expatriate bourgeoisie in PNG, as a
component of imperialist domination,
was no longer essential nor in fact
advisable.

Therefore it is not surprising that
the Australian establishment no longer
saw the United Party— the political
expression of the expatriates —as its
natural ally in PNG. In spite of the
attitude of the Liberal-Country Party
[LCP] government, there is no evi-
dence to suggest that the vast bulk
of the bourgeoisie in Australia saw
any potential in the United Party
(UP). Long before the results of the
1972 elections were known, bourgeois
commentators, whilst predicting a UP
victory, were concluding that even
with a huge majority, the UP would
be unable to "rule."2

As the already quoted Australian
editorial intimated, the formation of
the Pangu-led National Coalition3 was
greeted enthusiastically in Australia.
A Sydney Morning Herald4 editorial,
dated April 21, stated bluntly that
the defeat of the UP was not surpris-
ing and that, following upon this de-
feat, the UP "had retreated into form-
less conservatism, losing both its vig-
our and determination.” But perhaps
the most illuminating evidence about

2. Such suggestions have been scattered
widely throughout the Australian press,
in the immediate period after the elections;
however, it is interesting to note that the
Pacific Istands Monthly (an Australian
based journal) in its February 1972 num-
ber raised this very issue before the elec-
tion had even started.

the attitude of former allies is to be
found in an article by Vincent Smith
in the National Times (April 24-29,
1972). Headlined "Pangu and Pea-
cock —coming to a pati on self gov-
ernment," the article discusses Pea-
cock's attitude to Pangu. Smith is care-
ful to distinguish clearly between the
priorities of Peacock and his predeces-
sor, Barnes, in the role as minister
for Territories and implies very open-
ly that with Peacock's appointment,
the LCP government has stepped into
line with the ALP [Australian Labor
Party] and developed a "realistic” pol-
icy towards PNG. According to Smith:
"The Pangu Pati with its desire for
early self government, and the ob-
vious ability of its leaders to govern
and organize politically, was the ob-
vious group towards which Mr. Pea-
cock would gravitate.”

Even more revealing is the descrip-
tion of how Peacock, and "his old
friend, the administrator Mr. Johnson,"
"together . . . anxiously followed the
fluctuating fortunes of Pangu."s

The overall tone of this article and
its obvious attempt to link the inter-
ests of the Australian bourgeoisie with
the Pangu well reflects the attitude of
the bourgeois mass media and shows
very clearly who they see to be Aus-
tralia's ally in PNG.

And where does this leave the Aus-

3. The National Coalition, formed and
led by Michael Somare's Pangu Pati, con-
sists of (1) Pangu Pati —which contrib-
utes thirty-one members and holds the
portfolios of Lands, Mines, Health and
Education, (2) the Peoples Progressive
Party —a breakaway from the United Par-
ty led by Julius Chan (a company direc-
tor) which contributes ten members and
holds the most important economic port-
folios of Finance and Business Develop-
ment, (3) the National Party — which also
has contributed ten members (largely rene-
gades from the UP) and holds the Public
Works and Agriculture portfolios, (4) five
Independents —led by John Guise, Min-
ister of the Interior, and (5) three Ma-
taungan Association members.

Thus, when formed, the National Co-
alition had fifty-eight members against
the UP's forty-two.

4. For the past 3-4 years the Sydney
Morning Herald and the National Times
(since it was formed) have represented
in the most logical manner the interests
of the Australian bourgeoisie. Articles, es-
pecially by Peter Hastings, contain inval-
uable material for those interested in the
logic behind the new turn in Australia's
attitude towards PNG.
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tralian left, sections of which have
been counterposing the Pangu Pati
against the expatriate elite and im-
perialism in general? It is a truism
to state that the Pangu Pati and the
embryonic nationalist struggle, of
which it is but a facet, cannot be
viewed in isolation or statically. But
it is worth repeating, for it seems a
difficult concept for some to grasp.

We unconditionally support the
struggle of oppressed nations against
imperialist domination. But socialists
have one point of departure in an
analysis of the struggle against im-
perialism: The historic weapon of na-
tional liberation can only be class
struggle. We must decisively support
the right of Black Niuginians to na-
tional independence. For it is only
on the basis of a mutual struggle
against domination by the same ex-
ploiter that the solidarity of black and
white workers will be cultivated and
strengthened. It is only on this basis
that the struggle against capitalist op-
pression (in all its forms) can be
fought on all fronts, attacked at every
opportunity, in the process activating
and cementing the international sol-
idarity of the toiling masses. Upon
the basis of this historic solidarity,
humanity will be introduced to a new
era of experience, an era in which
human labour is seen in terms of
human needs, not the profit of the
individual.

So when we are assessing the strug-
gle in PNG we must use the historic
and international experience of the
revolutionary movement as a tool and
establish a meaningful, revolutionary
relationship between the Australian
working class and the weak but ever
strengthening working class in PNG.
Such an outlook is important even
in the rather modest task of assessing
the Pangu Pati. We must not jump
to conclusions, condemning or rejoic-

5. Investment Corporation of Papua-New
Guinea was established by the Australian
government to acquire, on behalf of the
Niuginians, 20% equities in selected for-
eign ventures. As Somare has pointed
out, it will continue to do this until the
Niuginian bourgeoisie has developed suf-
ficiently to take over from it. It is interest-
ing to note that such concerns as Burns
Philip and Bougainville Copper have ac-
tually offered the Investment Corporation
shares, even before the latter had ap-
proached them.
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ing in some particular aspect of Pan-
gu activity.

As already pointed out there can
be no doubt that the Australian bour-
geoisie is trying to link its interests
with those of [Michael] Somare's Na-
tional Coalition. What we must de-
termine is on what basis this fusion
is taking place and what will be its
effect upon the struggle for national
liberation in PNG. Most evidence
points to Somare being very amena-
ble to incorporating the interests of
imperialism into his own priorities.
On a whole number of issues Somare
lines up against the interests of the
bulk of Niuginians. In fact, to exam-
ine his National Coalition in terms
of social reality in Niugini makes it
very difficult not to conclude that So-
mare and his friends are largely aliens
in their own country.

Naturally enough the most obvious
social division in PNG is the one be-
tween white expatriates on the one
hand and the Niuginians on the other.
And it is this division from which
Pangu, and now its National Coali-
tion, operate. Revolutionaries must
support unconditionally the slogan
which Somare was so fond of shouting
—"Niugini for the Niuginians." But
this does not mean that we support
Somare unconditionally. Our attitude
to Somare and the National Coalition
will depend on what they mean by
"Niugini for the Niuginians." Who
does Somare mean when he talks of
Niuginians —the bulk of the popula-
tion which still lives in traditional tri-
bal societies; the landless urban pro-
letariat; the plantation labourers or
perhaps the rapidly growing work-
ing class? Does Somare's National
Coalition see the need to unite all
these oppressed sectors in struggle,
under the leadership of the working
class, a fusion of interests which in
a country at PNG's stage of develop-
ment would notbe as difficult as some
imagine? Does Somare see the strug-
gle for national liberation as a strug-
gle against imperialism? Is there any
indication that anyone in Somare's
"radical” movement sees any relation-
ship between the explosive land crisis
in PNG, the demands of certain ethnic
groups for the right of secession, the
crying need to gear industrialisation
to the needs. of the people, and the
historic reality that such problems
will never be resolved as long as im-
perialismm dominates the entire political

and economic life of a country? Has
Somare ever indicated that his inter-
ests lie with those of the monstrously
oppressed and swindled Niuginians?

Such questions are best answered by
the Pangu itself. It will be seen that
its current role in the National Co-
alition is the logical conclusion of its
development since it was formed in
1966. And it is important to realise
this point. The Pangu Pati is not be-
traying its principles in any way what-
soever., When Somare assures local
private enterprise that the National
Coalition will care for its interests, he
is absolutely consistent. When Somare
welcomes foreign investment and plans
to prevent foreign domination by ac-
quiring a 20% equity in all foreign
ventures, again he is absolutely con-
sistent. And when Somare sees Aus-
tralia as the dominant influence in
PNG after independence, but suggests
that this will be offset by closer ties
with Japanese capitalism and with the
most reactionary elements in South
East Asia (e.g., Indonesia and Ma-
laysia), can there be any doubt what-
soever as to whom the National Co-
alition represents? What role has So-
mare, other than saving a piece of the
cake for the local bourgeoisie? What
possible contact can there be between
the components of the National Co-
alition and the mass of Niuginians
when the Coalition sees its priorities
in terms of containing the imperialist
plunder in PNG?

Socialists must distinguish between
the interests of the oppressed and the
oppressor. On present indications one
can do little but conclude that the
Pangu and the National Coalition be-
long to the oppressor, and as such
constitute a stumbling block to the
struggle for national liberation, social
reform and industrial progress in
PNG.

But as already pointed out the Pan-
gu is almost as alien to PNG as the
ridiculous attempts of imperialism to
foist bourgeois institutions on that
country. Pangu is "alien" because it is
part of this "imperialist illusion" and
because its political orientation is
based upon the weakest and smallest
class in PNG. So weak is this base
that imperialism has set as a major
priority, in the next four years before
independence, the construction of a
national petty bourgeoisie, which shall
be able to accept the handouts which
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are being offered through the Invest-
ment Corporation.

So when Somare bewails the difficul-
ty of solving the problems faced by
PNG and how his National Coalition
plans to grapple with them, we may
well sympathise with him. But not
only are the problems difficult, but
within the framework in which Somare
works, they're absolutely insoluble. It
is nothing short of lunacy for Somare
to talk of solving the land and na-
tional problems, of uniting the coun-
try in the face of growing separatist
movements in Bougainville, Papua
and the Gazelle, when all he has to
offer is more, and only more, impe-
rialist plunder in PNG.

Out of necessity we can draw but
one conclusion, and that is that the
Pangu and its National Coalition are
but a passing phenomenon in PNG.
The most likely fate of the National
Coalition is not its destruction by the
masses, unfortunately, but its evolu-
tion along the path taken by most
colonial associates of imperialism. Al-
ready Somare and Guise (his deputy)
are stressing the need to adopt and al-
ter Westminster parliamentarianism to
the conditions in PNG. What this
means, only time will tell. Perhaps
a semipresidential system as suggested
by Guise or the establishment of what
the Indonesian butchers call an anti-
communist democracy —an alliance
of the military, political parties and
professionals.

History has taught us that the last
option is the most likely to be chosen.
Not because Somare or anyone else
in the National Coalition is particu-
larly naive or unscrupulous, but sim-
ply because to survive within PNG
they have no other way to go.

Therefore in returning to the sig-
nificance of the Pangu to the national
liberation struggle we see how pre-
carious its position is. Its connection
with most Niuginians is of a most
tenuous nature. And, there being no
tradition of parliamentarianism in
PNG, no institutionalized means of dif-
fusing struggle between the oppressor
and oppressed, the tendency of such
struggles would be simply to bypass
the Pangu. For in such situations, the
natural inclination of people is to take
what is theirs rather than ask for it
It is the mass movement, not the Pan-
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gu, which shows the way forward in
PNG.

The fate of PNG does not depend
upon what Michael Somare and his
coalition desire, but upon the ability
of the mass movements to develop
a conscious, socialist leadership, a
leadership which can unite the strug-
gle of the oppressed under the banner

Sri Lanka

of socialism, and as part of the in-
ternational revolutionary movement
lead PNG towards real independence
and fulfullment in the building of a so-
cialist world. There is no other way
to solve the problems of national in-
dependence and developmen: of the
economy in Papua-New Guinea to-
day. O

Political Prisoners in Jailbreak

According to the June 22 Ceylon
News, eighty-eight "suspected insur-
gents" have escaped from various de-
tention centers in Sri Lanka in recent
weeks.

"The most spectacular jailbreak, was
from the Vidyalankara detention cen-
tre where a tunnel had been dug from
a kitchen store to a point outside the
heavily guarded barbed wire barri-
cades surrounding the camp.

"Twenty-seven detenues, many of
whom were due for release this week,
had crawled through this tunnel,
which extended 86 feet and at a depth
of some 26 feet. Available evidence
indicated that the tunneling had been
done at night with improvised imple-
ments including kitchen knives.

"Engineers estimate that the job
would have taken four months to com-
plete. The earth dug out had been
strewn under firewood piles. A total
of 34 insurgents and 4 remand pris-

oners escaped from the Anuradhapura
jail, 23 from Polonnaruwa, and 27
from Vidyalankara."

Army units combing the North Cen-
tral Province reported capturing
two of the young political prisoners.

The Ceylon News' attempt to make
it appear that some of the prisoners
were soon to be released is typical
of the government's propaganda cam-
paign against "impatient” youths. They
had been held illegally as "suspects”
for more than a year. Why weren't
they released long ago?

The truth is that the government is
only now beginning to hold trials for
some of these victims. Even acquitted
of all charges, the prisoners have no
guarantee of being freed. The trial
process itself may last for some time
since the Bandaranaike regime is hold-
ing about 11,000 political prisoners in
the jails and concentration camps of
Sri Lanka. O

Punishment Fit for a General

U. S. General John D. Lavelle, who
engaged in "unauthorized” bombing
of North Vietnam, is alive and doing
well.

Nixon was very angry, it will be
recalled, when the scandal broke in
the press. The president relieved La-
velle of his command and retired him.
At a monthly pension of only $2,500,
it was not known how the general
would be able to make ends meet.

The July 29 Washington Star re-
ported what has happened recently
to the target of Nixon's wrath. He
managed to land a job with the Bat-

telle Memorial Institute of Cclumbus,
Ohio.

This is not a cloister of higher learn-
ing but a Pentagon "think tank," the
recipient of $18,700,000 in war con-
tracts in the past two years.

As a journeyman in the think-tank
trade, the general finds that he needn't
push himself too hard. He told the
Washington Star that he spends only
"a few hours a week" on the job.

When he broke General Lavelle,
Nixon was of the opinion that the
punishment "will assure that kind of
activity may not occur in the future.”

At such a price to pay, who would
risk it? O
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The ‘Keynesian Revolution’

Permanent Inflation—Symptom of Capitalist Decline

By Ernest Mandel

[The following article appeared in
the July 4 issue of Le Monde Diplo-
matique. Translation is by Garret Or-
miston. |

* * *

Prior to the second world war, in-
flation usually took the form of an
excess issuing of paper money. It cor-
responded to large budgetary deficits,
which the state covered by running the
printing presses. It therefore usually
went together with political disturb-
ances: wars, foreign occupations, civil
wars, accelerated rearming, payment
of war reparations, etc.

In the epoch of the decline of cap-
italism (called by some the epoch of
neocapitalism and by others the epoch
of state monopoly capitalism), the
phenomenon no longer takes chiefly
the form of an excess issuing of paper
money, but rather of a mushrooming
of bank credit, that is, an inflation of
checkbook money. Its origins no long-
er lie only in budgetary deficits or
the unproductive spending of the cen-
tral government. They are rooted in
the very functioning of the economy —
the efforts of the monopolies to assure
themselves sufficient liquidity to be
able both to carry through their in-
vestment projects and to make pos-
sible a rapid turnover of their goods,
to "realize surplus value.”

It would be useless to attempt to
place the main responsibility for in-
flation on either the monopolies, their
state, or the banks.* These are merely
three different aspects of the same com-
plex whole and are inseparably linked
to each other. The essential point to
understand is that inflation has be-
come institutionalized during the
epoch of the decline of capitalism —

*It clearly proceeds from this analysis
that wage increases are a secondary phe-
nomenon that can in no way be said
to be a cause of inflation. Assuming that
the amount of money in circulation re-
mains stable, an increase in wages would
result in a decrease in profits and not
at all in inflation.
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without permanent inflation, the sys-
tem could no longer avoid a rapid
succession of catastrophic crises of the
1929-1932 type; in short, it could no
longer survive, even on a short-term
basis.

As a result, the basic cause of in-
flation is not to be found in expanding
military budgets. T'o be sure, budget-
ary deficits and the weight of arms
expenditures constitute an important
source of inflation; but these are nei-
ther the only source nor even the main
source.

To understand this it is necessary
only to look at the inflationary trend
in countries like Japan, where military
spending represents a much smaller
part of the gross national product
than in the Unitec States or France.
Note must also be taken of the dif-
ferences. in the evolution of the ratio
between the public debt and the gross
national product on the one hand,
and private debt and the gross
national product on the other. While
the first ratio has diminished by more
than half in the United States since the
end of the second world war, the sec-
ond ratio has more than doubled.

It would not be an exaggeration
to say that twenty-five years of "neo-
capitalist prosperity” in the United
States (interrupted by six recessions)
can be explained in large measure by
the extraordinary increase in private
debt. In 1946, payments on the pri-
vate debts of the average American
household amounted to six percent
of its monthly income; by 1970, these
payments reached nearly twenty-five
percent of its monthly income. One
need not be a great genius to under-
stand that this skyrocketing rate can-
not continue forever.

As long as paper currencies were
only a monetary symbol based on
precious metals, the automatic mech-
anism of the foreign exchange market
and of gold shipments imposed a strict
limit on credit. Once currencies are
"managed," the limits on credit expan-
sion no longer depend on anything
but the policy of the monopolies and

their governments. Essentially, the
"Keynesian revolution" boils down to
this: Put off economic crises that would
be too explosive and transform them
into more "moderate" recessions by
opening wide the floodgates of credit
and inflation.

Is this to say that thanks to inflation
capitalism has discovered the secret
of avoiding serious economic crises
for good? No. First of all because
inflation fails in its aims when pay-
ments on debts end up by reducing,
rather than increasing, current spend-
ing. Second, "managed currencies"
come into conflict with the require-
ments of international competition,
that is, with the logic of private prop-
erty.

Since each capitalist government ap-
plies a credit policy that best corre-
sponds to the interests of its bourgeois
class, and since this policy also serves
as an instrument ofinternational com-
petition, rates of inflation vary from
one imperialist power to another. Un-
der these circumstances, "managed"
national currencies are less and less
suited to play the role of world cur-
rency, of a universally recognized
means of exchange and payment.

FEach time a country has a rate
of inflation greater than that of its
principal competitors, the laws of the
market take their revenge upon the
"management” through a balance of
payments deficit, and the expansion of
credit then has to be checked. Thus,
during the epoch of the decline of cap-
italism, the classical industrial cycle
overlaps into a "credit cycle," of which
the dismal "stop-go" policy of the Tory
governments in Great Britain has been
a typical example. a

French Riviera Going, Too

The French Riviera, famed for its beach-
es and crystalline water, is no longer what
it was. The international jet set find the
pollution so obnoxious that they must
hold their bronzed noses. Despite the com-
plaints by local officials no one seems
able to do anything about it. The en-
tire Mediterranean is becoming one vast
cesspool.
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REVIEWS

‘'Woman's Estate’

[The following review is from the
July 31 issue of the Canadian fort-
nightly Labour Challenge.]

* * %

British feminist Juliet Mitchell was
one of the first writers to emerge in
the wave of radicalization among
women in the 1960s; her article "Wom-
en— The Longest Revolution,” pub-
lished in New Left Review in 1966,
won her international respect as a
leader and theorist of the women's
liberation movement.

Her recent book, Woman’'s Estate,*
has therefore been greeted with con-
siderable interest by feminists.

The strength of this book is that it
deals not only with women's oppres-
sion, but with the movement which
is growing to combat that oppression.
Mitchell describes the growth of the
feminist movement in England, Hol-
land, Sweden, France, and the U. S. A.

Although Woman's Estate is in
many places somewhat academic,
rambling, and theoretically vague, it
is permeated with a profound sense
of the historic importance and revo-
lutionary potential of the women's
movement.

Mitchell describes the factors that
led to the resurgence of feminism in
the middle and late sixties. In this
period, many women —particularly
young, university-educated women —
began to realize the contradictions be-
tween the equality and freedom prom-
ised them and the restrictions they
faced in reality. With the benefit of
experiences and lessons already
learned from other movements, such
as the Black, student, and antiwar
movements, women began to orga-
nize to struggle against their oppres-
sion.

Mitchell recognizes that women's op-
pression is closely linked with the di-
vision of society into classes, and that
the struggle for women's liberation
and the struggle for socialism are in-
tertwined. She rejects the view —put

* Woman's Estate by Juliet Mitchell. Pen-
guin Books, Baltimore, Md. 182 pp.
$1.15. 1971

962

forward by writers like Shulamith
Firestone in The Dialectic of Sex—
that women can create a feminist rev-
olution separate from the revolution-
ary activities of other oppressed

groups.
At the same time, she rejects any
suggestion that women's struggle

should be postponed until "after the
revolution” or that women's demands
to win reforms do not fundamentally
challenge the capitalist system. She
comes out in strong support of an
independent women's movement and
conveys a real sense of the revolu-
tionary dynamism of such a move-
ment.

But in spite of such forceful argu-
ments for the existence of a strong
and active women's liberation move-
ment now, Mitchell fails to make any
proposals for strategy. She gives no
indications of how to build the move-
ment or what its tasks must be—of
how to bridge the gap between the
present small movement and its poten-
tial to unite masses of women in strug-
gle against their oppression.

This is a serious omission in a book
written by a woman who has been
considered a leader of the movement.
By abdicating the responsibilities of
leadership, Mitchell does women a dis-
service.

In the late sixties, it may have been
enough for a serious feminist book to
simply pose problems and state the
need for developing theory, building
a movement, etc., in general terms.

But that time has passed. The move-
ment today —not just in Britain, where
Mitchell is writing, but on an interna-
tional scale—is facing unprecedented
challenges. The focus of these chal-
lenges, in country after country, is
around the issue of women's right to
abortion.

In 1971, the year Woman's Estate
was published, some 8,000 anti-abor-
tion demonstrators marched in Britain.
By April 1972, 50,000 marched in
Liverpool. This massive campaign
against the women's movement,
backed with immense resources, poses
a challenge to women which must be
met: the challenge of building a mass

movement of women—of organizing
the millions of women who in every
country are beginning to realize that
we desperately need to win the right to
control our bodies.

The direction in which the women's
movement will —and must—be built
is no longer a vague conjecture. Al-
ready the movement is moving inter-
nationally to meet these challenges.

But Mitchell does not even mention
the abortion law repeal movement.
Instead, what she calls for is "a specific
theory of women's oppression”—out
of which presumably a program of
action would flow. The last half of
Woman's Estate appears to be an at-
tempt to begin such an analysis. As
such, however, it is confusing, contra-
dictory, and inadequate.

Mitchell concedes that a recognition
of the necessity for women's liberation
has been "part of the heritage of the
revolutionary movement"; but she dis-
misses Marxist theory as inadequate
for the needs of the feminist move-
ment today.

This dismissal handicaps her anal-
ysis from the outset. It is Marxist
theory which has made the fundamen-
tal contributions to our understand-
ing of women's oppression; Marx and
Engels, and Marxist writers since
them, cut across bourgeois myths of
the "natural inferiority"” of women to
expose the roots of women's oppres-
sion in class society, and to show
that women's liberation requires the
elimination of class society.

The Russian revolution, under the
leadership of Lenin and Trotsky, took
immediate steps to lessen the burdens
on women — particularly those of
women's role within the family —
through such measures as making
abortion freely available to all, in-
troducing simple procedures for mar-
riage and divorce, establishing day-
care centers and communal kitchens,
ete.

But this record is clouded not only
in Mitchell's mind but in many fem-
inists' minds, because of the betrayals
of Stalinism, which attemptecd to re-
verse the steps towards women's lib-
eration taken by the young revolution,
and to justify this reversal. The fine
traditions of Marxism and the revo-
lutionary movement are confused with
Stalinism's distortions of Marxist
theory and practice.

Mitchell has also confused Marxism
with the sectarian approach which
many of the socialist groups in En-
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gland have shown to the developing
women's movement. But the rigidity
of their approach flows not out of
inadequacies in Marxist theory, but
out of their lack of understanding of
that theory, and their inability to put
it into practice.

Mitchell's dismissal of the richness
of Marxist theory underlies the theo-
retical weaknesses of Woman's Es-
tate.

In particular, she underestimates the
importance of the family and its his-
torical evolution to women's oppres-
sion. She tends to contradict herself.
On the one hand, she feels the family
is central to women's oppression: "The
family and the psychology of femi-
ninity are clearly crucial it is
within the development of her fem-
inine psyche and her ... role as
mother and housekeeper that woman
finds the oppression that is hers alone."

At the same time she subscribes to
the common myth that the family
plays no crucial function in capitalist
society at present. "As an organiza-
tion it is not a significant unit in the
political power system, it plays little
part in economic production, and it
is rarely the sole agency of integra-
tion into the larger society: thus at
the macroscopic level it serves very
little purpose.”

But Marxists recognize that capital-
ism doesn't rule simply through the
state apparatus. The family is one of
the basic social institutions of cap-
italist society and plays a crucial role
in maintaining the social and econom-
ic inequities of that society.

Each individual family bears the of-
ten overwhelming burden of provid-
ing for the welfare of its members,
old and young. The family also is
crucial in inculcating the norms and
values of the private property sys-
tem, in training children in submis-
siveness to authority, and in implant-
ing in infants and children the char-
acter structure without which no one
could accept the hierarchical social
relations intrinsic to capitalism.

Women are the backbone of the fam-
ily and they are trained from birth
to provide the unpaid labor that is
essential to the carrying out of the
tasks class society has assigned to
the family. Women's role in the fam-
ily serves as the chief rationalization
for their oppression in all other
spheres.

Bourgeois social scientists would
have us believe that the family has
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always existed and that women have
always been oppressed. Mitchell ap-
pears to give in to this false theory,
saying that perhaps women have al-
ways been oppressed because they are
physically inferior.

But all the evidence we have points
to the fact that in primitive societies
women were not an oppressed sex.
The basic economic unit was not the
family, but rather the maternal clan.
Women were the economic and social
leaders in a society based on com-
munal property relations and egali-
tarianism.

This period ended with the rise of
private property and the division of
society into economic and social class-
es, and the birth of the patriarchal
family. These changes were brought
about by a social revolution which
overthrew the egalitarian matriarchal
society which had existed for hundreds
of thousands of years.

The importance of this understand-
ing of the origin and role of the fam-
ily is that it describes the social basis
for women's oppression and offers a
perspective for ending it.

It shows that all women are op-
pressed as women through their spe-
cial role in the family —this is the
basis for the potential of a mass in-
dependent feminist rnovement.

This analysis indicates the key stra-
tegic importance of uniting women in

Pamphlet on Chicano

The Struggle for Chicano Liberation,
Pathfinder Press, New York, N.Y.
30 pp. $.60, £.25. 1972

This pamphlet is the text of a reso-
lution on the Chicano struggle adopted
by the 1971 convention of the Social-
ist Workers party. It has been re-
printed by Pathfincer Press from the
November 1971 International Social-
ist Review.

The Struggle for Chicano Liberation
describes the rise of the Chicano move-
ment from its beginnings in the strug-
gle of California farm workers led by
Cesar Chavez, and the New Mexico
land-grant campaign organized by
Reies Lopez Tijerina, to the emergence
of La Raza Unida parties, nationalist
formations that are challenging the
Democratic and Republican parties.

The pamphlet offers a concrete eval-
uation of the movement of this op-
pressed nationality and proposes a

a mass movement around issues which
can mobilize them in struggle. Issues
which attack the underpinnings of
women's oppression in the family,
such as abortion and day care, have
already emerged as key to building
such a movement. In particular, the
issue of abortion law repeal —the de-
mand of women to control their own
bodies —has become the battleground
for international attacks on the wom-
en's movement.

We can hope that Mitchell, in the
time since this book was published,
has developed along with the move-
ment which is moving to meet these
challenges. It is not enough to say
we need analysis —that analysis must
be developed, tested, and matured
within a living, fighting movement.

Woman's Estate is an attempt to
come to grips with the nature and
tasks of the women's movement. Its
serious weakness is that it fails to
do what the title seems to promise:
it does not indicate how women will
come into their long-lost "estate." Yet
this book was not written in a vacu-
um, but on the basis of a living wom-
en's liberation movement. And that
movement is in the process of creating
out of itself the means to win back
for all women their inheritance: a
proud and equal place in human his-
tory.

— Lis Angus

Liberation Movement

revolutionary socialist strategy for
mobilizing the masses of La Raza in
independent struggle.

The Struggle for Chicano Liberation
describes the impact of the antiwar
movement on the Chicano community.
Moratoriums and other protests
against the U.S. government's geno-
cidal war have been among the largest
and most consistent expressions of na-
tionalist sentiment. The appearance of
Chicana feminist organizations indi-
cates the role of nationalism in stirring
Chicanas to assert their humanity both
as La Raza and as women.

The pamphlet lists the key transi-
tional and democratic demands pro-
duced by this young movement for
self-determination up to now. It puts
special emphasis on the key role rev-
olutionary socialists can play as de-
fenders of the oppressed nationalities
and consistent opponents of the racist
capitalist system. O
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PSA Asks Asylum in Chile for Guerrillas

[The following petition demanding
that the Chilean government grant
asylum to the ten Argentine guerrillas
who hijacked a plane to that country
on August 15 was presented to the
Chilean embassy in Buenos Aires on
August 21 by a delegation of the Ar-
gentine Socialist party. The delegation
consisted of Juan Carlos Coral, Ar-
turo C. Gémez, Enrique G. Broquen,
and Mario S. Doglio. The petition
was addressed to the Chilean ambas-
sador. Intercontinental Press has
translated the text from the August
23 issue of the PSA's weekly, Avanza-
da Socialista.)

The Socialist party (Coral Secretari-
at) would like to present the following
statement to the ambassador:

The Socialist party (Coral Secretari-
at) states emphatically that the ten
compaiieros who have arrived in Chile
must be given political asylum. There
can be no doubt that thesecompaiieros
were brought to trial for their political
activities and that the alleged common
crimes the Argentine government is
attributing to them must be viewed
in terms of two considerations: first,
the aim and purpose for which they
were committed, and second, the fact
that even if a so-called common crime
were committed, it would be related to
political activity. And in addition, their
sentences were handed down by the
special criminal tribunal, which has
legalized violation of the law and the
use of torture in this country.

The Chilean government must con-
front and overcome any obstacle
standing in the way of a decision to
grant political asylum. It must take
into account the fact that the majority
of the Chilean people have already
granted it in their own minds, and it
can have no doubt that the vanguard
of the Argentine people, consisting of
those political parties fighting for the
interests of the working class and for
national and social liberation, is de-
manding this asylum, or at least that
the refugees be allowed to reside in
some socialist country. There can be
no legal obstacle that overrules or
distorts the popular will, for in that
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case it would immediately lose its le-
gal character. The Chilean Supreme
Court must not be allowed to intervene
if there is the slightest chance that
it will rule in favor of extradition.

The Socialist party is in complete
solidarity with the resolution of the
Central Committee of the Chilean
Socialist party, released by Com-
paiero Senator Carlos Altamirano
and especially with the words of Com-
pafiero Deputy Erich Schnake: "The
ten Argentinians are revolution-
ists who rose up against institutions
in their country that they do not ac-
cept, and for this reason they deserve
our solidarity, as political refugees
always have." Especially since this sol-
idarity has been repeatedly demon-
strated in the past. In 1956, the
Chilean government admitted CaAmpo-
ra, Jorge Antonio, Kelly, and Cooke,
well-known Peronist leaders who were
being held prisoner by the Aramburu

regime during the "Freedom Revolu-
tion," and who were also accused of
having committed common crimes.
And Companero President Salvador
Allende himself in 1968 accompanied
the Bolivian and Cuban guerrillas
who had been fighting in Bolivia with
Compaiiero Che Guevara.

The Socialist party (Coral Sec-
retariat) thus clearly states that its
position is strongly in favor of grant-
ing asylum because it considers the
companeros who have fled to be revo-
lutionists, although it openly disagrees
with the revolutionary strategy they
and the organizations to which they
belong are following.

The Secretariat of the Socialist party
salutes the ambassador by joining the
Chilean people in the words of their
hymn, today more appropriate than
ever: "Chile will be either the grave of
the free or a refuge against op-
pression.” a

Call for Investigation of Trelew Murders

[The following front-page editorial
on the August 16 murder of the guer-
rillas in Trelew by the Argentine mili-
tary appeared in the August 23 issue
of Avanzada Socialista, published
weekly by the Partido Socialista Ar-
gentino (Argentine Socialist party). It
was entitled "Repudiate the Massacre:
We demand an investigation and pun-
ishment of those responsible." The
translation- is by Intercontinental
Press.]

Our party, which has stated its op-
position to the mistaken methods of
the guerrillas, shares the angry sus-
picion of the workers and the people
that the fifteen* revolutionists killed
in the Almirante Zar Base were vi-
ciously murdered by the navy, which
was responsible for guarding them.
The official explanation is full of un-

* This was the number at the time the
editorial was written. Later, another of
those wounded died, bringing the total
to sixteen. Whether the other three who
were wounded survived remains to be
seen.

answered questions and points that
need clarification, yet the bloody re-
pressive and political meaning of this
deed is clear. The armed forces and
the government cannot expect the
country and the people to be satisfied
with the explanation that has been of-
fered.

This explanation raises certain ques-
tions that are today being askad by the
entire country. How did the officer on
duty and in charge of guarding the
nineteen most important politico-mili-
tary prisoners in the country come to
find himself alone with them, in a
corridor, at 3:40 a.m. with a machine
gun in his hands? How did the guer-
rillas manage to get weapons for the
subsequent shootout? How did it hap-
pen that all of the prisoners and none
of the jailers were killed or wounded in
the shootout and that the hostage
emerged alive and unhurt? What could
have driven the prisoners to such a
preposterous act as that of confront-
ing 400 watchful soldiers, on a mili-

tary base in the middle of the desert, .

with no hope of escaping, when just
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a few days earlier, in circumstances
where the possibilities for escaping
were better, they surrendered uncon-
ditionally?

The fraudulent nature of the official
version in face of these basic questions
is obvious. No decree or clampdown
can overcome the suspicion that this
was a premeditated massacre—a mas-
sacre that could have expressed the
military's hatred for the guerrillas and
its thirst for vengeance against them,
or that could in addition have had a
coup d'etat as an ultimate political
objective.

It is the government itself that is
attempting to cover up these doubts
by limiting itself, late on Bloody
Tuesday and then in a lengthy session
of the military chiefs, to placing a
ban on any information from the guer-
rilla groups and stating that the pro-
cess of democratic normalization lead-
ing up to elections [next year] would
continue its course.

If the hunger and poverty of the
workers, together with the biased and
repressive character of the military
government, were decisive obstacles,
limiting the process of restoring civil
institutions, the unexplained killing of
fifteen revolutionists on a naval mili-
tary base can end the government's
control over this process.

The Argentine Socialist party will
continue its stubborn struggle to de-
fend even the most minor vestige of
constitutional political rights and the
most modest civil rights won by the
working-class and popular masses. In
defending them, we call for denuncia-
tion of the Trelew massacre and for
its investigation by a commission con-
sisting of the CGT [Confederacion
General del Trabajo— General Con-
federation of Labor| and the working-
class and popular political parties.
We call for punishment of those re-
sponsible to the full extent of the law.

Protest the Repressive Measures in Sri

[The following statement denouncing
the Bandaranaike government's grow-
ing use of repressive measures was
issued July 20. It was signed by Prins
Gunasekera, general secretary of the
Human and Democratic Rights Or-
ganisation; P. B. Tampoe, general sec-
retary of the Ceylon Mercantile Union;
Keerthie Seneviratne, president of the
Ceylon Estates Staffs' Union; Leslie
Fernando, joint secretary of the Cen-
tral Council of Ceylon Trade Unions;
and M. S. Sellasamy, general secretary
of the Ceylon Workers' Congress.]

* * *

There is no indication as yet of any
intention on the part of the Govern-
ment to end the State of Emergency
proclaimed on 16th March 1971 and
extended from month to month up to
now.

The suppression or restriction of
democratic rights and civil liberties
under the Emergency has been ac-
companied by a series of financial
measures which have resulted in in-
creasing economic hardships for the
people.

In this situation, a most disturbing
feature of the Government's policy is
its increasing expenditures upon the
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expansion of the police and the armed
forces and the supply of all kinds of
new arms and equipment to them.
Even more sinister is the fact that sev-
eral foreign governments have given
considerable militery aid to the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka, even though
most of them have granted very little
economic aid.

Essential Services Orders made un-
der the Emergency regulations have
made it illegal for workers in most
establishments to sirike. Trade Unions
of workers are thus seriously handi-
capped in bargaining with employers
or with the Government for adequate
wage increases to meet rising living
costs. Unorganised workers, small
producers and the masses of unem-
ployed, on the other hand, are in
any case defenceless against the rise
in the cost of living.

Whilst maintaining the State of
Emergency, the Government has used
its majority in Parliament to enact the
Criminal Justice Commissions Act.
This law will enable it to continue to
keep thousands of persons in custody
indefinitely, without trial, even if the
Emergency is ended. At the same time,
it will enable the Government to give
the appearance of resorting to some
form of judicial process in respect of

This is the way to halt the sinister
escalation that the repressive forces
are embarking on, and to block suc-
cess for any attempt at a milifary
coup by the far right against the
masses. We must alert the working
people, and especially the workers'
movement and its class organizations,
to the need to compel trade-union and
political leaders to speak out against
the Trelew massacre and call for a
clarification of the matter and the pun-
ishment of those responsible; to de-
nounce any attempt at an ultrareac-
tionary military coup; and to place
no confidence in the present military
government, which must be replaced
by a workers' and popular govern-
ment.

Regardless of what comes out of this
necessary investigation, the Argentine
Socialist party repudiates the blood-
bath, the responsibility for which lies
with the military dictatorship that took
power six years ago. O

Lankal!

persons in custody. It is for this pur-
pose that a new device, called a Crim-
inal Justice Commission, has been pro-
vided for under the law.

Forty-one persons have been named
in the first of the inquiries that the
Commission already set up will hold.
How many more such inquiries the
Commission will have to hold, and
how many persons will be brought
before it in each inquiry still remains
to be seen. How long each inquiry
will take is also quite uncertain.

What is certain is that even if a
few hundreds out of the thousands of
persons now in custody are to be
brought up for inquiries before the
Commission, it will take several years
before the Commission will be able
to complete its task. Meanwhile, thou-
sands of persons will continue to lan-
guish in prison, and thousands of
others may be taken into custody.
Public attention, naturally, will be fo-
cussed on the few persons facing each
inquiry, and thus be diverted from
the plight of the thousands of pris-
oners who will continue to be held in
prison, without even the pretence of
a trial under this law.

A Criminal Justice Commission is
given wide powers of inquiry under
the Act. It may convict any person
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Pickets march outside the Sri Lanka embassy in Tokyo. They
demanded restoration of democratic rights in Sri Lanka, the
repeal of all undemocratic laws in that country, and the im-

brought before it and sentence such
person to any punishment, other than
death. At the same time, even though
Supreme Court Judges are appointed
to the Commaission, they have no pow-
er to order the release of any person
held in custody, even if that person
is acquitted by them. Furthermore,
a person can be charged in the Su-
preme Court with an offence punisha-
ble with death, after having been
brought before a Commaission, but be-
fore it concludes its inquiry. Such a
person may then be convicted and
even be sentenced to death on evidence
that may have been obtained from that
person before the Commission, or on
the evidence of other persons charged
before the Commission and pardoned
after giving evidence against this per-
son.

Confessions obtained from persons
in police or military custody, even
under torture or threat of death, can
be used as evidence against them un-
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der the Act. Such statements can also
be used against other persons who
may be incriminated by them. A Com-
mission may also compel a suspect
to give evidence and answer any ques-
tions put to him before the Commis-
sion.

This law has been declared in a
resolution adopted by the General
Council of Advocates of Sri Lanka,
on 7th July 1972, to be one which
"precludes the application of the prin-
ciples of justice towards persons
against whom proceedings may be
taken" under the Act. There have been
protests against this infamous law
even in other countries. In England,
this law was denounced in the House
of Lords, on 13th June 1972.

The General Council of Advocates
and many other organizations in this
country have demanded the repeal of
the Criminal Justice Commissions Act.
Whilst we fully endorse this demand,

mediate release of some 11,000 political prisoners held by
the Bandaranaike government. The Tokyo demonstration was
sponsored by the Ceylon Solidarity Campaign in Japan.

we think that a suitable form of mass
protest is necessary against this law
and the Public Security Act, as well
as the repressive policy that the Gov-
ernment is carrying out by the use
of these laws. This policy is being
pursued in direct violation of the un-
dertaking given by the United Front
of the SLFP, LSSP and CP [Sri Lanka
Freedom party, Lanka Sama Samaja
party, Communist party] at the gen-
eral election of May 1970 tc repeal
all repressive legislation and {o guar-
antee fundamental democratic free-
doms, in law and in practice.

We consider that the most suitable
form of protest to adopt, in the first
instance, under the conditions now
prevailing in this country, would be
a one-day hunger strike from dawn
to dusk, on whatever day that may
be decided for it. This is a form of
protest that can be implemented on a
nation-wide basis, in town &nd vil-
lage—in private homes, in schools,
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in the fields, in plantations, in facto-
ries, in shops and offices, in ports,
and in various other types of estab-
lishments, such as hospitals and courts
of law, and even in the prisons. In

Anybody

fact it can be implemented anywhere.
in this country,
young or old, male or female, rich
or poor, employed or unemployed,
healthy or sick, free or unfree, can

join on that day in this conscious
act of protest against injustice in this
country, and in personal dedication
to the defence of human liberty and the
democratic rights of our people. O

whether

Text of Anonymous Leaflet Distributed in Moscow

[In the latter part of June, it was widely reported in
the international press that leaflets had appeared in Mos-
cow calling on Soviet workers to engage in strikes and
demonstrations. (See the report and commentary in Inter-
continental Press, July 3, p. 763.) The brief excerpts or
summaries indicating the contents of these leaflets have
led to the most varied assessments of the significance
of their appearance, ranging from their designation as
"revolutionary” to their dismissal as CIA or KGB (So-
viet secret police) forgeries.

[The full text of the original Russian has now become
available and we are printing an English translation,
done by Intercontinental Press. The leaflets appeared in
three versions—a full statement, a more condensed one,
and a very brief one. The present text is of the longest
leaflet.

[By acquainting themselves with the exact contents of
the leaflets readers can better form their own opinion
as to the political character of the "Citizens' Committee"
that produced them.

[One recent report may shed some further light on the
possible source or character of the leaflet: the leading
Soviet dissident Pyotr Yakir, arrested in late June and
now facing trial, may be charged with complicity in pro-
ducing these leaflets. He almost certainly had no con-
nection with it.

[This points more strongly toward the possibility that
the KGB itself was responsible for the leaflets' appearing —
to serve as a provocation against the democratic move-
ment. At any rate, the reactionary features of the text—
its uncritical picture of workers' conditions in advanced
capitalist countries, and its anti-Vietham, anti-Cuba, and
anti-Arab stance—lend themselves to use by the Stalinists,
who are past masters in the frame-up technique of equating
pro-Soviet critics of the bureaucracy from the left like
Yakir, with procapitalist and anti-Soviet opponents from
the right. That was, of course, the central technique used
in the bloody purge trials of 1936-38.]

* * *

Respected Citizens!

On July 1, 1972, a decade will have passed since the
day that prices on the most essential food items were
increased. Ten years ago the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the Council
of Ministers of the Soviet Union stated in a decree: "The
price increase on meat, meat products, and butter is a
temporary measure. The implementation of the measures
projected by the March (1962) Plenum of the Central
Committee will make it possible for the prices of agri-
cultural products to be lowered in the not too distant
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future. There is no doubt that it will be possible to lower
various prices in the very near future.”

It is now clear to everyone that this was a routine
"promise,” a routine unscrupulous lie of the Kremlin lead-
ers. According to information in the press, the Soviet
people succeeded during the past ten years in implementing
the decisions of ten plenums and two five-year plans.
But prices, far from going down, have in fact continued
to rise. There are concealed price increases on foodstuffs
and industrial products through changes in the grading
of products, lowering of the quality of goods, and re-
labeling of old products, and so on.

Remember all the ballyhoo in connection with the "Pro-
gram for Building Communism" adopted by the Twenty-
second Congress in 1961. The authors of that mirac-
ulous pseudo program promised that "within the first
ten years, that is by 1970, every sector of Soviet society
will have all that is needed, will be sufficiently provided
for . . ." There were unending columns of figures to prove
that at the present time we would be standing on the
threshold of a paradise of material abundance. But in-
stead of the falsely promised rising standard of living
it is only the cost of living that has risen in our country.
During the past ten years prices of almost all goods rose
by 20-30 percent, housing construction has declined by
20 percent, and more and more there is a shift to co-
operative apartments.

Respected citizens! Our country is the world's richest
in natural resources. It is the second greatest industrial
power. But in terms of living standards, the workers
of the Soviet Union rank twenty-sixth, the lowest of all
the developed countries. The wages of a Soviet worker
purchase from seven to twelve times less than those of
an American, English, or West German worker. The av-
erage dwelling space of our workers is two to five times
less than that of the workers in those countries. Eighty
percent of American families have automobiles, sixty per-
cent of English, and fifty percent of German. But in the
USSR the figure is less than one percent. The size of
retirement or invalids' benefits, and of medical or ma-
ternal benefits in the USSR is insignificant in comparison
with Western countries. Of all these countries, the workers
in the: USSR have the shortest paid vacation time.

An unemployed worker in the West can buy from two
to four times more goods with his or her unemployment
benefits than our laborers and office workers can buy
with their wages. Furthermore, the number of unemployed
in the West does not exceed from two to four percent
of the labor force. No wonder the Kremlin rulers jam
foreign radio broadcasts. Even Hitler did not do that
in peacetime.
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Respected Citizens! Few know that the overwhelming
majority of goods in our country are sold for two to
four times more than the cost of state production and
sale "including profits allowed to the enterprises.” Accord-
ing to the calculations of our . . . [omission in original —
IP] economists the wages of Soviet workers amount to
about one third of the real value of their labor. And
in addition to these open withholdings and deductions
our workers must still pay taxes.

Where do these colossal hidden profits from our labor
go?

They are appropriated both secretly and openly by the
Kremlin leaders and their faithful servitors— the upper-
and middle-level party bureaucrats, apparatchiks, and
the like. These profits go to support their luxurious living
standards, their country homes, villas, limousines, and
their huge salaries and bonuses, the secret "extra rations”
they take behind the people's backs, and their exclusively
restricted health resorts, hospitals, and sanatoriums!! . . .

The Kremlin leaders and their friends live better and
more luxuriously than many tsarist noblemen lived be-
fore the revolution, and they call themselves the "van-
guard of the people,” public servants.

Fine servants they are! They are robbing the skin off
the backs of their "masters”— three times over. . .

And the "masters of the country"—the workers, the la-
boring masses —hardly make ends meet.

A second way in which the people's wealth is squan-
dered is when it is sent abroad. The Kremlin rulers en-
gage in trade not in the people's interests, but in the in-
terests of their own political adventures, in the interest
of gaining world domination for themselves. In return
for their "disinterested aid,” gained at the cost of their
own people's backbreaking toil, they try to introduce
the same kind of enslavement in other countries that ex-
ists in their own.

By robbing their own people, the Kremlin masters ex-
port an enormous quantity of the highest-quality goods
—meat, butter, fish, caviar, grain, woolen fabrics, leather,
valuable raw materials, and other goods in short supply
at home. At the same time they are forced to import grain
from abroad (Canada), depleting the already meager
national gold reserves.

Enormous resources are thrown away by the Kremlin
rulers on arms supplied to so-called "freedom fighters,”
on the support of dictators who provide military bases
for the USSR ("Egypt, Syria, and others"), on the main-
tenance of an enormous spy network abroad, and on
buying up the services of foreigners "useful" to our rulers.
Great amounts are spent on the upkeep of foreign Com-
munist parties. Tens of billions were poured out on the
Mao Tse-tung regime —"Now that regime is our deadly
enemy"; three million rubles a day are spent on arms
to the DRV [Democratic Republic of Vietnam] in support
of its effort to take over South Vietnam; one million a
day goes to Cuba; a million and a half a day on the
Arabs.

The Kremlin rulers have no pity. There is wealth enough
in Russia to last them indefinitely.

Respected citizens! There is no socialism in our country!
It isn't socialism when the country has twenty times more
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parasites and bosses of every kind than there were in
tsarist Russia! It isn't socialism when the average worker's
wage is a hundred rubles per month, while some big lead-
er has a monthly income of several thousand! It isn't
socialism when the people are effectively deprived of the
most elementary rights: freedom of speech and the press,
the right to strike, and so on. It is precisely the lack of
these rights, in practice as opposed to on paper, that
leaves our people to be ruthlessly robbed and oppressed,
overtly and covertly, by the Kremlin rulers.

And it is not toward communism that we are heading —
that is all lies. Our system is state capitalism, the worst
and most rapacious system of government, which allows
the rulers, free of any control, to dispose of all income
and wealth in the country and to commit acts of coercion
and arbitrariness. This kind of uncontrolled and ruth-
lessly rapacious government was what Germany had un-
der Hitler's "socialism.”

Réspected citizens! Our rulers are ruining the country.
They are destroying the economy and creating danger-
ous international tensions.

Dear citizens! The workers in Western countrizs have
won their high standard of living and wide-ranging po-
litical freedoms through struggle. Strikes and demonstra-
tions are tried and true weapons of struggle. When a
rise in prices was announced in Poland in December 1970,
the workers in Gdansk, Gdynia, Szczecin, and other cities
set up strike committees, announced they were on strike,.
and came out in street demonstrations. As a result Go-
mulka was removed and nearly all of the Central Com-
mittee and top government leadership was replaced. The
new Central Committee secretary, Gierek, canc:led the
price increases, raised wages and pensions, and eased
the censorship.

The people of our country have already begun to rise
up in struggle. Over the past ten years strikes, demon-
strations, and other actions have occurred in a num-
ber of cities—in Novocherkassk, Temir Tau, Chirchik,
and Leningrad; there have been strikes in Moscow fac-
tories. And within the past few days demonstrations in-
volving a great many workers took place in IKaunas.
More and more of our writers and well-known scientists
as well as plain officeworkers and ordinary workers are
coming out with protests. They are demanding freedom
of speech, of the press, of association, improvement in the
people's living conditions; they are demanding that the
authorities be accountable to the people. They are per-
secuted, denounced as "renegades," and thrown in prison.
They are jailed because they protest. Almost every last
one of them is jailed.

Respected citizens! Fight for your rights, for a better
life. Defend one another: one for all and all for one. Only
through struggle can we win a change for the better.
If we do not struggle, we will more and more be turned
into slaves for the CPSU upper crust, into draft animals —
toiling cattle. Long live freedom and democracy!

* * *

Make this leaflet known to as many people as possible.
Citizens' Committee
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