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Uruguay:

‘Broad Front’
Suffers

SEREGNI: "Broad Front' candidate counts chickens be-
fore they're hatched.

Lon Nol’s ‘Worst Defeat in 20 Months’

War Over Prize of Bangla Desh



Migrating Military

Officers Told: Stand
and Be Counted

The U.S. Defense Department is re-
ported to be compiling for Congress
a survey that could turn out to be
highly embarrassing.” The survey,
which is supposed to be handed over
to the legislators by December 31, is
expected to indicate the number of
high-ranking military officers who
take jobs with government contractors
when they retire. It is also supposed
to show the amount of migration in
the other direction—the number of
wempany officials who take manage-
ment jobs in the Pentagon.

Big corporations have long been
aware that a few retired generals on
the board of directors is a tremen-
dous asset when trying to peddle a
new means of mass destruction to the
military. It has also been suggested
that the hiring of retired military of-
ficers could occasionally be interpreted
as a payoff to individuals who were
instrumental in getting the Pentagon
to purchase a particular weapon.

As long ago as 1959, a Congres-
sional investigation disclosed that no
fewer than 768 retired officers of the
rank of colonel or higher were em-
ployed by the 100 largest defense con-
tractors. By 1969, according to the
November 27 issue of Business Week,
the number of such employees had
increased to 2,122.

One corporation— Lockheed Air-
craft—had no fewer than 210 former
high-ranking officers on its payroll.

Neither the 1959 nor 1969 survey
indicated how many civilian officials
in the Pentagon formerly worked for
defense contractors. This figure could
be equally illuminating, since such in-
dividuals can be presumed to retain
a certain company loyalty —particu-
larly if they have been promised their
old jobs back at some future date.

Assuming that the data is provided
to Congress on schedule, it will not
necessarily be made public. Knowl-
edgé of the special skills possessed
by officials in the Pentagon could,
after all, be very useful to potential
enemies —such as the taxpayers who
are paying their salaries. 0
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Cambodian Refugee Toll Passes 2,000,000

L'I.on Nol's ‘Worst Defeat in 20 Months of War’

The army of Lon Nol retreated in
disorder from two towns northeast of
Pnompenh December 1 and 2 as a
much heralded offensive ended in dis-
aster for Nixon's puppet regime.

The offensive, launched in August,
involved 20,000 troops backed by
U.S. bombers. Their objective was
to open Highway 6 between Pnom-
penh and Kompong Thom, eighty
miles north of the capital. While a
part of the force succeeded in reach-
ing Kompong Thom, the liberation
forces launched a counterattack in No-
vember.

"Major roads out of the capital were
cut,” the November 27 Far Eastern
Economic Review reported, "as the
communists showed impressive muscle
power in precisely those areas where
government troops had lately claimed
victories and the annihilation of com-
munist concentrations. The most dis-
astrous defeat for the government was
at Rumlong, 60 miles north of Phnom
Penh, where government troops suf-
fered over 1,000 casualties before they
gave up attempts to seize the town.”

Several units of Lon Nol's forces
were reported all but annihilated in
fighting that preceded the hasty re-
treat from Baray and Kompong
Thmar.

"Testimony to the savage fighting
around Baray,” the Associated Press
reported December 1, "was the arrival
of a bedraggled group of 83 Cam-
bodian soldiers at Skoun, a head-
quarters city about 20 miles to the
south. Their leader was a sergeant,
who said this was all that was left
of a 600-man battalion after three
months of fighting.

"'All our officers are either dead
or wounded,” the sergeant reported,
adding that his group retreated from
a battle south of Baray and took
a day and a night to reach Skoun."

A December 2 United Press Inter-
national dispatch said that half of
the 20,000-man force was "virtually
destroyed as a fighting unit."

"Government sources,” the dispatch
added, "reported that United States
warplanes were called in to destroy
tanks and other war material aban-
doned by the Cambodians so that

e equipment would not fall into en-
emy hands.”

December 13, 1971

The December 3 Washington Post
quoted "military sources” as calling
the loss of Baray "Cambodia's worst
defeat in 20 months of war."

The paper reported that at least one
U. S. airplane had been shot down
north of Baray, on November 30.
It described the rout of Lon Nol's
troops:

"At Skoun, a strong point 25 miles
south of Baray, a long stream of
bedraggled soldiers, women and chil-
dren were observed making their way
down the full length of Highway 6
to Phnom Penh. Some were jammed
aboard requisitioned buses and others
limped along on bleeding feet.

"Many troops on the road were with-
out officers and units were mixed up
in confusion following the race to get
away from the collapse of the front
line. . . .

"The road is now cut in many places
and the remaining garrisons are com-
pletely fragmented. Many of the re-
treating troops said they had been
attacked on the way."

Lon Nol's defeat was all the more
stunning in that his forces were heav-
ily backed by U.S. planes and a di-
versionary invasion of eastern Cam-
bodia by more than 25,000 Saigon
troops. In an editorial December 5,
the New York Times warned that the
defeat "offers fresh evidence of the ter-
rible vulnerability of President Nix-
on's Indochina policy.”

"Massive United States air power,"
the editorial added, "which is the ob-
vious keystone of President Nixon's
hopes for pursuing the war in Indo-
china without the use of American
ground forces, has failed conspicuous-
ly to stem the Communist assault
along Route Six. But in Cambodia,
as in Vietnam and Laos, the United
States planes are devastating the coun-
tryside and helping to generate masses
of displaced persons and untold num-
bers of innocent casualties.

"It is possible that the current Cam-
bodian setback will prove only tem-
porary, as has been the case with
some similar reverses in Laos. But
it is more likely that the Cambodian
rout is only a portent of things to
come if President Nixon persists in
the vain pursuit of a military solu-
tion in Indochina.”

The extent of U.S. air raids on
Cambodia is indicated by a report
prepared by the U.S. General Ac-
counting Office (GAO). Terence Smith
wrote in the December 5 New York
Times that the study "asserts that more
than two million Cambodians have
been driven from their homes at dif-
ferent times since the war spread to
their country in the spring of 1970."

The population of Pnompenh has
more than doubled because of the in-
flux of refugees, and the toll may
be greater in other areas. Iver Pet ;-
son wrote from Pnompenh in the 19.-
cember 2 New York Times:

"According to an [American] embas-
sy official, Cambodian sources put
the number of migrants around Kom-
pong Cham alone at 800,000."

The Nixon administration is not
even pretending to provide for the
needs of the refugees it is creating.
The GAO report observes: "The pol-
icy of the United States is not to be-
come involved with the problems of
civilian war victims in Cambodia."

This was confirmed by a State De-
partment spokesman who was quoted
by Smith as saying it was the ad-
ministration's position that "since only
a limited amount of money is avail-
able, we can most effectively focus it
on military and economic assistance.”

Every advance of the liberation
forces is seen by Nixon as an oppor-
tunity to spread destruction over a
still wider area. Peterson recounted
the following typical story from a
peasant driven from Tuol Leap by
U. S. bombs:

"When the Communists came all the
houses were still standing. But after
they spent the night inside the village,
the airplanes came and started bomb-
ing, so we all left." 0

Next Issue

Our next issue will contain a re-
view of significant developments of
1971, plus our annual index. This will
be the final issue of the year, since
we do not publish during the last week
in December or the first week in Janu-
ary.
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U.S., China Seek UN Intervention

India, Pakistan at War Over Prize of Bangla Desh

By Jon Rothschild

On December 3 the simmering India-
Pakistan border confrontations ex-
ploded into full-scale war. The long-
expected Pakistani attack across the
western border was unleashed, with
Pakistani air force planes striking at
least seven Indian towns and air
bases. The deepest strike came at Ag-
ra, about 120 miles south of New
Delhi, the Indian capital.
swThe same evening Indian President
V. V. Giri declared a state of national
emergency. At midnight Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi announced in a
radio speech that eight cities near the
West Pakistani border had been
bombed. She virtually declared war:
"Today, the war in Bangla Desh has
become a war on India, and this im-
poses upon me, my Government, and
the people of India an awesome re-
sponsibility. We have no other option
but to put our country on a war foot-
ing."

Yahya Khan, charging that Indian
forces had crossed the western fron-
tier, invoked the help of god in sum-
moning the West Pakistanis to holy
war (jihad) "to give a crushing reply
to the enemy.”

Yahya's assertion that India initiat-
ed the fighting in the West is dubious
at best. Early reports indicated that
the Pakistani army had moved into
Indian territory and was holding
some Indian villages. It seemed clear
that Yahya's forces were moving to
counterbalance Indian and Mukti Ba-
hini (Bengali Liberation Forces) pene-
trations in East Bengal, where a ma-
jor offensive had been launched two
weeks before. As of December 5, the
Indians were defensively oriented in
the West, trying to hold their ground
against the advancing Pakistani
troops. In the East, however, Indian
officials finally openly acknowledged
that their forces were involved in a
major push to break the Pakistani ar-
my. "My aim is to make the Pakistan
armed forces surrender, to get Bangla
Desh to have their own type of gov-
ernment,” Lieutenant General Ajit
Singh Aurora, commander of the In-
dian army on the eastern front, told
reporters December 4. A senior In-
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dian official added, "I tell you that
no holds are barred.”

Aurora would not disclose the num-
ber of Indian troops involved, but as
many as 125,000 have been encircling
East Bengal for the past several
weeks.

The eruption of all-out war was ac-
companied by a U. S. request for an
emergency meeting of the United Na-
tions Security Council. Yahya favored
calling such a meeting, hoping to get
a UN or great-power intervention to
forestall his impending defeat in East
Bengal.

As the meeting was convened, it be-
came clear that the U.S. delegation,
while cloaking its words in the usual
hypocritical rhetoric about peace, se-
curity, and national independence,
was forthrightly taking a pro-Yahya
position. Chief U.S. delegate George
Bush submitted a resolution calling
for an immediate cease-fire, the with-
drawal of troops to their own coun-
tries, and the presence of a UN
"peace-keeping force."

The proposal, which closely paral-
leled Yahya's demands, was blocked
by the negative vote of the Soviet
Union. Great Britain and France ab-
stained, Poland voted against, while
the other eleven delegations, includ-
ing China's, voted in favor.

To make sure that world opinion
would get the message, the U. S. State
Department announced December 4
that it held India to blame for the out-
break of war. "We believe," said an
official who refused to be identified,
"that since the beginning of the crisis,
Indian policy, in a systematic way,
has led to the perpetuation of the cri-
sis, and that India bears the major
responsibility for the broader hostil-
ities that have ensued."

The day before, acting with uncom-
mon alacrity, the U.S. government
announced that all remaining export
licenses for military equipment to In-
dia had been canceled, because of "con-
tinuing Indian incursions into Paki-
stan.”

The United States was joined by
China in the Security Council not on-

ly in the vote on the former's reso-
lution. India and the Soviet Union
had urged that representatives of the
Bangla Desh government-in-exile be
invited to the meeting. Pakistan, re-
ferring to the Bangla Desh delegates
as "so-called representatives of a par-
ticular entity,” adamantly opposed the
suggestion. The Chinese delegate was
even more slanderous in his descrip-
tion of the Bengalis. The refugees, he
said, were nothing but "rebellious ele-
ments,” and seating them would con-
stitute interference in the internal af-
fairs of Pakistan. (So much for Mao's
famous aphorism, "To rebel is jus-
tified.")

The statement of Smar Sen, the In-
dian delegate, affirmed India's deter-
mination to clear the refugees out of
West Bengal. "We cannot take any
more refugees," he said repeatedly.
Any Security Council resolution that
did not provide for the return of the
refugees would be rejected by India,
he added.

Fearing the growing strength of the
Mukti Bahini and its powerful appeal
to the nationalist sentiments of the
Bengali population of West Bengal,
the Gandhi regime decided to strike
hard at the Pakistani army, force it
to withdraw from East Bengal, and
create a Bangla Desh government tied
to the Indian ruling class. This ac-
counts for Gandhi's support of the
present Bangla Desh government-in-
exile, composed mostly of representa-
tives of the Awami League.

It is doubtful that Yahya can avoid
a military defeat in East Bengal. His
army has been unable to suppress the
Mukti Bahini fighting alone and with
but little material aid from India and
other sources. With the addition of
thousands of well-armed and well-
trained Indian regulars, his already
precarious military situation is likely
to become disastrous in a short time.

For India, though, the victory may
well be a fleeting one. The establish-
ment of an independent Bangla Desh
will be a significant victory for tr
Bengali revolution that can only sery
to reinforce the desire for national
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freedom and opposition to tutelage

from any quarter. The Bengalis have

not suffered more than 1,000,000

Ueaths in order to exchange Pakistani
for Indian control.

In seeking to end the "refugee prob-

lem" by trying to dominate and di-

Jordan

The Assassination of

On November 28, as he was enter-
ing the Sheraton Hotel in Cairo after
attending a session of the Arab
League's Joint Defense Council, Jor-
danian Premier Wasfi Tal was stopped
by a man holding a revolver in one
hand and a grenade in the other.
"Abu Iyad is dead, but the Palestinian
people are not!" the man shouted.
Then he and two companions opened
fire. Tal, one of the ringleaders in
King Hussein's brutal assault on the
Palestinians in 1970, died instantly.

The attackers, reportedly members
of a Palestinian commando group
called Black September, fled. Two
were seized by police in the vicinity
of the hotel; another was captured
in a nearby apartment; a fourth was
arrested later. Egyptian Prosecutor
General Mohammed Maher Hassan
announced that all four would be
charged with premeditated murder,
possession of firearms and ammuni-
tion without a license, and taking part
in a criminal accord to kill.

President Anwar el-Sadat sent Hus-
sein a message of condolence and
vowed to "punish the guilty.”

Others in the Arab world reacted
differently. Feelings among the Pal-
estinians in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank tended toward fear of possible
murderous reprisals by Hussein
against their friends and relatives on
the East Bank, rather than toward
sympathy for the executed butcher.
In the past, fedayeen publications
have usually referred to Hussein's
right-hand man as "Tal Aviv," a par-
ticularly apt characterization.

Born in 1920, Tal was educated at
the American University in Beirut. In
1941 he entered a British-run military
academy in what was then the man-
date of Palestine. He served several
. vears in the British army, and in
b948 joined the Arab Liberation
Army, a neocolonialist force dom-

December 13, 1971

rect the Bengali revolution, the Indian
bourgeoisie has engaged in a dan-
gerous gamble. If Yahya is forced
out of Bangla Desh, Gandhi may well
find herself trying to take his place.
There is no reason to believe that she
would be any more successful. a

Premier Wasfi Tal

inated by British and Faroukian of-
ficers.

After that army was defeated in a
disorganized and misled struggle
against the Israeli army in 1948-49,
Tal joined the Syrian army. He soon
entered the Jordanian civil service,
where he became known for his ab-
solute loyalty to King Hussein.

Tal was the head of the Jordanian
government on five different oc-
casions. His last term in that capacity
began just after the defeat of the feday-
een in September 1970. His task was
to isolate the resistance movement po-
litically and follow that up with mil-
itary attacks aimed at driving the Pal-
estinian revolutionists from Jordanian
territory. He carried that task out with
some success, using the usual meth-
ods— a fanatical, Islam-oriented prop-
aganda-barrage against the fedayeen,
rumor-mongering, shelling of com-
mando bases, etc.

As the power of the resistance in
Jordan declined, Tal became increas-
ingly open in his anti-Semitism. In
the November 30 Le Monde, corres-
pondent Eric Rouleau tells of lunch-
ing with Tal and Hussein. The only
thing Tal had to add to Hussein's
comments, reported Roueau, was that
Israelis and Jews of all nationalities—
all leftists, of course— were practically
running the Palestinian liberation or-
ganizations.

Tal devoted the major portion of
a June 1, 1970, speech at a Jordanian
university to "the world Jewish con-
spiracy.” His principal documentation
of this "plot" was the "Protocols of
the Elders of Zion," the notorious for-
gery concocted by the Czarist secret
service.

But despite his anti-Semitism (and
in some respects because of it), the
Israeli government has good reason
to mourn Tal's passing. While verbal-
ly an opponent of Zionism, Tal was

a life-long practitioner of policies de-
signed to perpetuate the existence of
the state of Israel. More Palestinian
fighters have been killed by Tal and
his agents than by the Israeli army.

On November 29 Hussein named
Ahmed Lawzi as Tal's successor.
Lawzi, another Hashemite flunky,
vowed to "follow the path” of his pre-
decessor. The policies of the regime
will certainly not change for the better
because of the assassination.

At the same time, it is possible that
the latest attempts at "reconciling” the
fedayeen and the monarchy may be
disrupted. Hussein is almost sure to
use the assassination as an excuse
to intensify the repression against the
commandos. This will put an even
greater strain on negotiations that are
already going badly. e

Exactly who was responsible for the
act remains unclear. Le Monde's De-
cember 1 issue described the Black
September as a group of dissident
Fateh members who oppose all nego-
tiations with Hussein. But the Novem-
ber 29 New York Times carried a
report that the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine had issued a
statement in Beirut that their cadres
were responsible. A PFLP spokesman
refused to comment on the report that
the Black September had shot Tal. O

Calley’s Imitators

"People who kill for money are pro-
fessionals," reads a sign in the bar of
a U.S. Navy base in the Mekong Delta.
"People who kill for fun are sadists. Peo-
ple who kill for money and fun are Seals."

The Seals—the name is an acronym
for Sea, Air, Land-—are a navy "intel-
ligence" unit that specializes in commando
raids and the murder of suspected mem-
bers of the National Liberation Front.
Their operations in Vietham are now com-
ing to an end, Craig R. Whitney reported
in the November 29 New York Times.
The reason has nothing to do with any
supposed "winding down" of the war, but
with political considerations:

"Seal officers say they [Seal operations]
were stopped because of the political sen-
sitivity of the Navy command here [Sai-
gon] and because some members of the
commando teams in the field have be-
come afraid that their activities might
bring down on them the kind of pros-
ecution that convicted First Lieut. William
L. Calley Jr. in the massacre of civilians
at Mylai"

Among these activities has been cooper-
ation with Saigon's secret police ir the
CIA's "Operation Phoenix" —the program
of kidnapping and assassinating Thieu's
political opponents in the villages. O
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U.S.A.

April 22 Set for Mass Antiwar Actions

More than 1,400 antiwar activists
at the convention of the National
Peace Action Coalition (NPAC) in
Cleveland voted December 5 to build
mass demonstrations in New York
City and on the West Coast April 22.

The convention, one of the periodic
assemblies at which NPAC decides its
activities, drew participants from
forty-one states.

There was general agreement on the
perspective of calling a "Peace Action
Wgek" April 16-22, culminating in
mass demonstrations on the East and
West coasts April 22,

A resolution submitted by NPAC
coordinators Ruth Gage-Colby, Jerry
Gordon, Jim Lafferty, and John T.
Williams proposed that the East Coast
action be held in Washington, D. C.
A counterproposal, while agreeing
with the general perspectives of the
coordinators’ mass-action resolution,
argued that the East Coast demon-

Uruguay

stration should be held in New York,
pointing out that an action in the
national capital during an election
year could be easily distorted by the
press to appear as part of a "Dump
Nixon" pro-Democratic party cam-
paign.

The meeting adopted the latter pro-
posal by an overwhelming majority.

Elected as NPAC coordinators were
Debbie Bustin, national coordinator
of the Student Mobilization Committee;
Stephanie Coontz, a member of
NPAC's coordinating committee from
Seattle; and Katherine Williford, co-
ordinator of the Atlanta, Georgia,
Peace Action Coalition.

The April 22 West Coast demon-
stration is to be held in a California
city to be agreed upon in consulta-
tion with antiwar groups from the
western states.

The convention unanimously adopt-
ed a call for international solidarity
actions April 22. a

The '‘Broad Front’ Suffers Defeat

By Joseph Hansen

As of November 30, the outcome
of the November 28 elections in Uru-
guay was still in doubt. The Colorado
party held the lead with 575,690 votes
as against 565,556 for the National
party (Blancos) and 252,534 for the
Broad Front (Frente Amplio).

Of the seven presidential candidates
of the Colorados, Juan Maria Borda-
berry, the successor handpicked by
President Jorge Pacheco Areco, was
in the lead. Wilson Ferreira Alduante
held the front position among the three
candidates running on Blanco slates.
With 10 percent of the vote still to
be counted, it may take several weeks
to determine which of the twins in
Uruguay's two-party system won the
presidency and control of the 129-
seat parliament.

Although he quickly conceded de-
feat after seeing the early returns, Gen-
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eral Liber Seregni Mosquera was per-
haps the one most surprised by the
defeat of the Broad Front. On No-
vember 26, the presidential candidate
of the popularfront formation went
on television and radio to give a vic-
tory speech, so certain was he that
he would be swept into office.

Seregni's confidence evidently
stemmed from his estimate of the
meaning of the giant demonstration
in Montevideo November 24 behind
the banners of the Broad Front.

By all accounts it was the biggest
turnout yet seen in Uruguay. The
Montevideo press reported that half
a million persons had joined in the
march.! The Paris daily Le Monde

1. The impressiveness of this figure can
be judged from the fact that Montevideo's
estimated population in 1968 was 1,348,-

reported 200,000 while the New York
Times cut the figure to 100,000.
It was also an extremely spirited

demonstration, reminding observer‘\)

of the fervor at rallies in Havana
in the early days of the Cuban revo-
lution.

Slogans chanted by the more radi-
cal participants were readily picked
up by tens of thousands of voices,
swelling into a roar as they passed
for miles along the line of march.
Here are some of them:

"El pueblo armado jamés enga-
fado!" (People in arms are never
cheated.) "Por la tierra con Sendic!”
(For land with Sendic [the leader of
the Tupamaros].) "Al gobierno fas-
cista el pueblo te responde con la revo-
lucién!" (The people reply to the fas-
cist government with revolution.) "Ni
vanquis ni fascista, América social-
ista!”™ (Neither Yankees nor fascist,
for a socialist America.) "Lucha! Lu-
cha! Lucha! No dejes de luchar por
un gobierno obrero, obrero y popu-
lar!" (Fight! Fight! Fight! Don't stop
fighting for a workers' government,
workers' and people’'s.)

The size of the demonstration and
its militant tone appeared to be in
direct answer to the flood of lies and
red-baiting that partisans of the Pa-
checo regime had engaged in to intim-
idate supporters of the Broad Front
and to influence the vote.

However, the enthusiasm of the Mon-
tevideo demonstrators, who were quite
youthful in the majority, was not reg-
istered at the polls. This was to be ex-
pected. The electorate, even when it
includes the bulk of the working class,
generally lags behind events, tending
to register past moods and past re-
lationships in the class struggle rather
than the current reality. The voters
in Montevideo who waited for hours
in long lines to cast their ballots on
Sunday were noticeably older than
the contingents that marched in the
streets on Wednesday.

Another reason for the high hopes
of the organizers of the Broad Front
was the victory last year of a sim-
ilar formation in Chile, the Unidad
Popular (People's Unity) headed by
Salvador Allende Gossens. In October
1970, a month after Allende's tri-
umph, the first trial balloons were
floated in Montevideo on making a
similar try; and the response, particu-

000. The estimated population of the en:\J
tire country in 1970 was only 2,900,000.
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larly among intellectuals and circles
influenced by the Communist party,
showed that the effort would gain con-
siderable support.

\_~ The main components of the Broad

Front consisted of the Communist par-
ty, two factions that broke away from
the Colorado and Blanco parties, the
Christian Democrats, the Socialist par-
ty, a number of prominent intellec-
tuals, and a gamut of groupings,
ranging from unions to cultural asso-
ciations.

Among the participating vanguard
organizations were the Movimiento de
Independientes "26 de Marzo" ("March
26" Movement of Independents, a for-
mation representing the viewpoint of
the Tupamaros),2 the Partido Obrero
Revolucionario (Revolutionary Work-
ers party headed by Juan Posadas,
which is sometimes mistaken as
Trotskyist because of its claims), and
the Partido Revolucionario de los
Trabajadores (Revolutionary Workers
party, a Trotskyist grouping that has
proclaimed its adherence to the Fourth
International but that has not yet been
accepted as a section).

The main architect of the Broad
Front was the Communist party. Its
objective was to divert the current up-
surge into safe electoral channels. As
proof positive that it hoped to play
the role of saviour of the capitalist
system rather than its destroyer, the
Arismendi leadership of the CP made
sure that the three leading candidates
of the Broad Front would be accept-
able to ruling circles in Uruguay. The
ex-General Liber Seregni and Dr. Juan
José Crottogini were nominated for
the presidency and vice-presidency,

and Dr. Hugo Villar for mayor of
Montevideo.
As the Buenos Aires Trotskyist

weekly La Verdad correctly noted in
its issue of September 29, these nom-
inations, to which "bourgeois circles
reacted favorably," represented "an-
other step" in structuring the Broad
Front "as a variant of reformism, ac-
ceptable to the bourgeois system."3
In its political purpose and main
structure (its subordination to a bour-
geois leadership), the Broad Front
constituted a Latin American variant

2. This was listed erroneously in an ar-
ticle that appeared in translation in our
October 25 issue (p. 916) as "July 26
Movement.”

{ 3. See the October 25, 1971, issue of In-

tercontinental Press.
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of the popular front long utilized by
the Stalinists and Social Democrats in
wheeling and dealing with bourgeois
parties in the electoral arena.

It is true that the Broad Front was
not a mere replica of the popular
fronts seen in Europe in the thirties.
Like every political formation in Lat-
in America that seeks popular sup-
port today, it stressed anti-imperial-
ism.

Its thirty-point platform included the
following planks: An "agrarian re-
form,” the "nationalization of private
banks,” the "nationalization of the
main firms engaged in foreign trade,"
and "energetic industrial action by the
state, including nationalization of the
meat-packing industry."

But fitting its platform to the radi-
cal mood of the Uruguayan masses
did not change the essence of the
Broad Front. Like the popular fronts
seen elsewhere in the world, it was
designed to divert the masses from
the road of revolutionary struggle.

The role played by the Tupamaros
was of special interest. During the lat-
ter part of the electoral campaign, they
desisted from guerrilla warfare so as
not to embarrass the Broad Front.

La Verdad said of this: "The im-
mediate strategy of the Tupamaros
would itself seem to help open up
and smooth the road to an electoral
triumph for the popular front."

Quite a few of the groupings par-
ticipating in the Broad Front ran their
own slates of candidates (save for
the presidency and vice-presidency),
which was possible under Uruguay's
democratic electoral system. But the
Tupamaros, although under heavy
pressure to follow the others in this,
refused to run a slate of their own.

Through the Movimiento de Inde-
pendientes "26 de Marzo" they stated
publicly on several occasions that they
were leaving it up to their followers
to vote for whatever slates they want-
ed to.

For instance, in the November 26
issue of the Montevideo weekly Mar-
cha, they explained why they were
not running their own candidates. "We
are independents. And we are orga-
nizing in that way. We do not aspire
to electoral burdens. We merely sup-
port the common candidates of the
Front."

They called attention to a previous
declaration in which they had ex-
plained that they consider it "more
important to organize and train the

ranks of the people for the coming
decisive struggles than to divert forces
in selecting figures to be proposed for
consideration in the electoral contest.”

The Partido Revolucionario de los
Trabajadores (PRT) followed a dif-
ferent course. The PRT began only
two years ago as a very small group-
ing of Trotskyists. The intensity of
their activities would do credit to a
group many times their size, and they
have made encouraging progress, in-
cluding establishing a press of their
own. During the latter part of the
election campaign, besides huge quan-
tities of leaflets, they published their
paper Tendencia  Revolucionaria
(Revolutionary Tendency) as a six-
to eight-page weekly.

When the Broad Front was first pro-
jected in October 1970, the PRT de-
cided to take an active attitude toward
it. In the first phase, in the numerous
meetings that were held all over to
discuss the issues on which the pro-
posed front should take a stand, the
PRT  militants did two things:
(1) They argued that the platform
should be decided through a demo-
cratic discussion among the ranks.
(2) They presented the program of
Trotskyism, stressing democratic and
transitional demands in particular.

They gained a favorable hearing,
but were not strong enough to block
the Communist party from imposing
on the Broad Front the kind of plat-
form it wanted.

Similarly on the question of the can-
didates of the Broad Front, the PRT
advocated nominating workers. They
stressed the need for labor to run its
own candidates and strongly criticized
the Communist party for not appeal-
ing to the Convencién Nacional de
Trabajadores (National Workers
Convention, the big trade union) to
join the Broad Front and run a slate
of its candidates on an independent
basis.

Again, the PRT was not strong
enough to carry its position, although
it received a favorable hearing at the
meetings where its speakers took the
floor.

When the architects of the Broad
Front had settled on Seregni and Crot-
togini, the PRT decided to run a slate
of its own. Under the Uruguayan elec-
toral system this was possible only
as a sub-slate (sub-lema) of the Broad
Front.

Here the PRT ran into a snag. The
top committee of the Broad Front
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ruled that while any grouping could
run what candidates it wished for local
offices or as senators or deputies, all
groupings were barred from running
any candidates for president and vice
president of the country and mayor
of Montevideo except Seregni, Crot-
togini, and Villar.

This meant that in contrast to the
Colorado party with its seven presi-
dential candidates and the National
party with its three, the Broad Front
would appear on the ballot with only
one presidential candidate — Seregni.

The ruling was highly undemocratic.
Its purpose was purely factional, since
all votes cast for rival candidates of
the Broad Front would have counted
against the Colorado and National
parties. The ruling was intended to
block vanguard groupings like the
PRT from exercising their right to
gain a line on the ballot that would
indicate their proletarian opposition
to  Seregni, thereby complicating
things for the publicity experts en-
gaged in converting the nondescript
figure of Seregni into the "choice of
the people."

The PRT decided to bow to this
decision since to defy it would have
meant exclusion from the ballot. On
the ballots listing their slate of work-
ers' candidates, they included the
names of Seregni, Crottogini, and
Villar under the slogan, "La liberacion
de los trabajadores es obra de los
trabajadores mismos" (The freeing of
the workers is the task of the workers
themselves).

In my opinion, this was an error.
More than a tactical question was in-
volved, since objectively to issue a
ballot with Seregni's name on it was
to ask voters to vote for him, that
is, vote for the bourgeois leadership
of the Broad Front. It would have
been better to try to make a scandal
over the undemocratic ruling and to
avoid issuing a ballot that included
the name of a figure whose program
was in complete opposition to that
of the PRT.

It is true that from abroad it is
diffucult to determine what weight
Seregni's name actually represented in
Uruguay. Among the groupings that
ran slates of their own candidates in
addition. to Seregni, Crottogini, and
Villar, one notices the stress they place
in their political advertisements on the
candidates identifying their grouping
as such and the completely subordin-
ate position they give to Seregni. In
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many instances his name is not even
included.

It seems, too, that the ballot desig-
nations are discounted to a certain ex-
tent by the voters. The Broad Front
itself appeared on the ballot only by
courtesy of the Christian Democratic
party, which made its standing place
on the ballot available to the Broad
Front. Thus every ballot of all the
Broad Front slates starts out with
the line: "Partido Democrata Cris-
tiano."”

But the Christian Democrats were
so far from thinking that this meant
an automatic vote for their party, that
they ran their own slate, designating
it in big type as Partido Democrata
Cristiano, Lista 808; and they cam-
paigned for votes on that basis.

In addition, it must be noted that
in its election literature, the PRT did
not campaign at all for Seregni. A
good example of what they said can
be found in the article from Tendencia
Revolucionaria published on the eve
of the election, which is included else-
where in this issue.

Nevertheless, the objective meaning

of including the names of Seregni,
Crottogini, and Villar on the slate of
Candidatos Obreros (Lista 1968) re-
mains.

In Wall Street, the defeat of thc,,,)

Broad Front was received with a sigh
of relief. The New York Times in an
editorial December 3 saw the outcome
as giving "one of the traditional par-
ties a new five-year opportunity to
transform the country.” As an after-
thought the editors added: "It may
be the last chance for the Uruguayan
democracy.”

It is doubtful that Uruguayan cap-
italism will win a five-year breathing
space. The deep economic crisis that
has racked the country for the past
fifteen years continues unabated.

The Uruguayan workers will hardly
wait for a half a decade to go through
another experience with a broad front.
It is much more likely that they will
pour into the streets by the hundreds
of thousands as they did on Novem-
ber 24 —but this time to change the
entire system. And they will do it in
perhaps less than the ten days that
it took the Russian workers in 1917. 0

Leftists Murdered in West Bengal Prison

Six dead, 237 wounded. That was
the toll after the crushing of a rebel-
lion November 26 in Alipore prison
in West Bengal. Most of the victims
were members of the Communist par-
ty of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)] or the
Naxalite organizations. They were,
according to a report in the Novem-
ber 30 Le Monde, beaten with clubs.

The rebellion was the latest, and the
most serious, in a series of acts of
resistance to the Gandhi-supported re-
pression that has been launched
throughout West Bengal.

The state is ruled directly by the
New Congress party federal govern-
ment under a provision of the Indian
constitution allowing New Delhi to
oust any locally elected administra-
tion.

Even before December 3, when
Gandhi asked for special powers be-
cause of the war with Pakistan, the
West Bengal government had institut-
ed some exceptional practices. The al-
lowable length of pretrial detention
of prisoners, for example, was extend-
ed to one year. In a good many cases,

according to Le Monde, imprisonment
without trial exceeds one year because
of the large number of people arrested.

Bands of armed New Congress par-
ty youth and lumpen elements from
Calcutta's vast slums roam the streets
employing terrorist methods against
their opponents. Each week, the
CPI(M) publishes lists of its members
who have fallen victim to the "mon-
strous repression of the democratic
movement."

The frenetic gangsterism of Gandhi's
cohorts in West Bengal is designed,
in the short run, to ensure their par-
ty's domination in the next local elec-
tions, which are supposed to take
place in February. In the long term,
it is the regime's response to the rad-
icalization that has been intensified by
the Bangla Desh liberation struggle.

Unfortunately, the political oppor-
tunism of both the Naxalites and the
CPI(M), combined with their own fre-
quent resort to political terror against
opponents, has limited the left's abil-
ity to effectively resist the ruling class;
assault, 0
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U.S. Balance of Payments at Issue

“Group of Ten’ Haggles Over Paying for Indochina War

"I think," U. S. Secretary of the Trea-
sury John Connally commented De-
cember 1 on the "Group of Ten" cur-
rency negotiations, "some progress
was made today. We did not reach
a decision. We did not solve the prob-
lem."

The talks in Rome adjourned the
same day to permit negotiators to
confer with their governments after
the Nixon administration had re-
versed its previous position and sug-
gested that it would be willing to de-
value the dollar 10 percent against
gold as part of an agreement estab-
lishing new parities among the lead-
ing currencies.

Clyde H. Farnsworth reported in
the December 2 New York Times that
Connally had been told by the other
negotiators that "10 per cent would
be too high. Other countries would
follow the United States down."

The inability of the negotiators to
find a quick solution to their "prob-
lem" is in part due to the fact that
there are in reality two problems: the
growing deficit in the U.S. balance
of payments and Nixon's attempt to
use trade measures to force American
capitalism's chief competitors to re-
verse the deficit.

"Secretary Connally," the Washing-
ton Post observed in a November 26
editorial, "keeps talking as though
trade were the same thing as the bal-
ance of payments. It is not. From
July to September of this year, the net
outflow of merchandise trade— the ex-
cess of imports over exports, in other
words— was no more than one-tenth
of the deficit in the balance of pay-
ments.

"The other nine-tenths of the deficit
is nothing but money— capital on its
way to new investment, profits, inter-
est, gifts and so forth."

The editorial went on to point out
that a large part of the current outflow
is speculative capital gambling on a
devaluation of the dollar or an up-
ward revaluation of foreign curren-
cies. This means that Nixon's efforts
to force currency realignments have
at least temporarily resulted in a wor-
sening of the U.S. balance of pay-
ments.

In reality, the U.S. payments def-
icit has consistently been partially off-
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set by a trade surplus. Until this year,
the U.S. exported more than it im-
ported during every year of this cen-
tury. The first deficit in balance of
payments did not occur until 1950.
Since then the cumulative deficit has
mounted to $50,000,000,000.

In the November 29 issue of the
liberal weekly The Nation, Robert
Warren Stevens, associate professor
in the graduate school of business
at Indiana University Northwest, pro-
vides some statistics that indicate the
major cause of the payments deficit.

In the years 1960-65, Stevens notes,
the "private sector" of the American
economy averaged an annual surplus
of $1,500,000,000. (This would in-
clude the trade surplus and remittance
of profits earned abroad, minus dol-
lars invested abroad.) During the
same period, the "public sector" ave
raged a deficit of $3,100,000,000, giv-
ing an annual payments deficit of
$1,600,000,000.

The average public-sector deficit was
broken down as follows: military ex-
penditures, $2,400,000,000; economic
aid, $300,000,000; all other govern-
ment expenditures, $400,000,000.

For the years 1966-70, the overall
U.S. payment deficit increased to an
annual average of $2,700,000,000.
The surplus in the private sector de-
creased to $1,100,000,000, but this
decline was more than offset by a
change in the figure for economic
"aid." During the five-year period, eco-
nomic "aid" produced an annual av-
erage surplus of $600,000,000 in
U. S. payments. Stevens explains:

"Economic aid-related transactions
have not cost the U. S. basic balance
of payments anything since 1962; on
the contrary, they have been a sizable
earning in the account. That has hap-
pened because nearly all new flows
of aid are tied to the purchase of U. S.
exports, while interest payments on
outstanding aid loans and repayments
of earlier loans have grown steadily
by comparison with gross outflows.
When President Nixon told the nation:
in August that he was cutting foreign
economic aid by 10 per cent, he did
not add that his purpose was to en-
able the United States to make even
more money on its foreign aid trans-
actions than it had in the past."

The governmental payment deficit
during 1966-70 averaged $3,800,-
000,000. Nearly 95 percent— $3,600-
000,000 — was due to military expen-
ditures abroad. This represented a 50
percent increase in the military ex-
penses deficit, and coincided with the
escalation of the war in Indochina.

The Nixon administration has been
using an even larger figure in its ne-
gotiations with the other capitalist
powers, claiming that "defense of the
free world" increases the U.S. pay-
ments deficit by $5,000,000,000.

Whatever the precise figure, it is
clear that a major part is directly
traceable to the Indochina war. The
fact that most of the Group of Ten
governments regard this adventure as
tactically unwise does nothing to in-
crease their willingness to help pay
for it.

On the other hand, there is no other
power that is capable of policing the
world for imperialism, and Nixon's
allies can be expected to meet him
more than half way— particularly
while he continues to wield the heavy
club of the 10 percent import sur-
charge. They have already come con-
siderably more than half way, in the
opinion of the New York Times, which
in a November 24 editorial advised
Nixon to stop haggling and settle for
what he had already been offered:

‘" .. West Europe and Japan are
prepared to join in negotiating mon-
etary reforms and a realignment of
currency parities that could provide
90 to 95 per cent of the turnaround
the United States needs in its balance
of payments. What is blocking nego-
tiations is Mr. Connally's determina-
tion to get that extra 5 to 10 per
cent gain— and to get it in advance—
in the form of unilateral concessions
from the allies in trade and defense
burden-sharing." a

A Louis Harris poll found that only 11
percent of the American public disagrees
with the statement that "most elected of-
ficials promise one thing at election time
and do something different once in of-
fice.” Twenty percent disagreed with the
charge that "most politicians take graft."
The 9 percent shift might be those who
realize there's no point in bribing some-
one who doesn't keep promises.
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Premier Resigns for Second Time

A

Direct Military Rule Looms in Turkey

Turkish Premier Nihat Erim re-
signed December 3 for the second time
in five weeks, apparently as the re-
sult of rising pressures tearing apart
his military-installed government. Af-
ter a majority of his cabinet quit,
Erim was forced to abandon the pre-
tense of leading a government, al-
though he remains temporarily the
head of a caretaker regime.

The ex-premier first resigned Octo-
ber 27 when the Justice party, the
largest in parliament, withdrew its
support from the ruling "national uni-
ty" coalition. At the time, the military
chiefs controlling the government from
offstage were able to bring the dissi-
dent politicians back into line. This
time, apparently, it was the opposing
faction that forced Erim to step down:
"The ministers who resigned reported-
ly believed that Mr. Erim had made
too many compromises with the Jus-
tice party, diluting their proposed leg-
islation and decrees involving land re-
form, taxation and governmental re-
organization," a New York Times cor-
respondent wrote December 3 from
Ankara.

It remains to be seen whether the
strong men can restore "discipline”
once again among the contending
bourgeois interests in parliament.

"Well-placed sources said here to-
night that the resignations had in-
creased the possibility that the mili-
tary’s hand may be forced,” the Times
correspondent continued. "In that
event, these sources say, Parliament
would be suspended and the reforms
would be pushed through.”

Thus, presumably, if the military
cannot get parliament to toe the line,
it will rule the country directly, as it
threatened to do in March when the
present government was established
in response to an army ultimatum.

The military's move to establish a
"strong” regime came in the face of a
rising radicalization of students, work-
ers, and small farmers. A month after
taking power, on April 26, the gov-
ernment declared a state of siege and
launched a violent witch-hunt, threat-
ening left-wing journalists with prison
terms running over a hundred years
each. Since that time the repression
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has continually widened. In August,
the only left party in parliament, the
Turkish Labour party, was outlawed.

On the same day Erim resigned,
Professor Mumtaz Soysal, who was
dean of the political science faculty
of the University of Ankara before
the army took control of the govern-
ment, was sentenced to six years and
eight months in prison for "promo-
tion of Communism."”

The last opposition paper in the
country, the weekly Yen: Ortam, an-
nounced —in an issue that went on
sale November 29 — that it was forced
to stop publication. The only avail-
able printer had backed out of his
contract with the journal as the re-
sult of "advice” given by the head of
the military court system in Istanbul,
Captain Turgut Akan,

Most press reports claim that the
army conceived of a two-pronged of-

fensive to "restore order." The liquida-
tion of the left was to be counter-
balanced by a series of reforms to de-
fuse popular discontent.

Although the bourgeois interests rep-
resented in parliament see eye to eye
on the repression, they are divided
over paying the price for pacifying
the people. "The reforms have run
into strong parliamentary opposition
from conservative politicians led by
the Justice party,” according to the
New York Times correspondent quot-
ed above.

The army commanders may be
tempted now to intervene directly to
settle these disputes through establish-
ing an open military dictatorship. The
experience of such regimes in Latin
America indicates, however, that when
the armed forces make themselves in-
to the arbiter between bourgeois in-
terests in an economically unstable
situation, they themselves are drawn
into conflict. In such cases, clashes
of interest tend to develop into armed
confrontations threatening to destroy
the military apparatus and open the
way for popular revolutions. O

Britain’'s Israel in the Arab-Persian Gulf

N !

Shah Seizes Three Arab Islands

At dawn on November 30 the shah
of Iran carried out his long-standing
threat to seize three Arab islands in
the Arab-Persian Gulf. The islands,
Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu
Moussa, are situated between Iran and
the northeast corner of the Arabian
peninsula. They have a combined
population of about 440.

Three Iranian soldiers and four
Arab policemen were reported killed
during the invasion of Greater Tunb.

The shah claimed he was acting in
accord with Great Britain, former rul-
er of the islands. Later in the day
Iraq broke diplomatic relations with
Iran and Britain in protest over the
invasion. Syria called for an emer-
gency meeting of the Arab League.

On December 1 a mass protest rally
was held in Iraq. On December 3
Iraq, Algeria, Libya, and South Yem-
en requested a meeting of the UN
Security Council to discuss the inva-
sion.

The islands had been part of the
Ras el-Khaima emirate, one of seven
so-called Trucial States (so named be-
cause they signed a truce with Britain
in 1821 giving England control of
the area!). Since 1968, when Britain
announced that it would withdraw its
military bases east of Suez, the shah
has been groomed to fill the "vacuum.”

Despite the small size of the region,
Britain has been anxious to maintain
some sort of control. Oil has been dis-
covered in a number of the emirates;
they occupy a strategic position at the
point where the Arab-Persian Gulf
joins the Guilf of Oman; and to add
to the imperialists' problems, the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation of the
Occupied Arab Gulf has been waging
a guerrilla struggle in Oman and Dhu-
far, just south of the Gulf emirates.

The November 30 invasion was the
first overt case of the shah playing

an Israeli-type policing role in the |

region. 0
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Mexico

“Guerrillas Win Release of Prisoners

Mexico City

The year seems to be closing with
another of the sensational cases that
have rocked the press in this country
since last spring. On November 26,
a commando group affiliated with the
guerrillas of Genaro Vazquez Rojas
in the state of Guerrero kidnapped the
rector of the state university, Dr. Jaime
Castrejon Diaz. As a result of this ac-
tion, nine political prisoners have been
released, the first in Mexico to be freed
by a commando operation.

This case should have been embar-
rassing to the Echeverria regime in at
least one respect. The government has
always denied the existence of guer-
rillas in Guerrero, although the activi-
ties of the Vazquez Rojas group are
generally known and the region has
been subjected to virtual military oc-
cupation.

Moreover, the demands of the kid-
nappers seemed quite modest, the
main one being that fifteen persons
seized arbitrarily by the army, for
alleged collaboration with the guerril-
las, be turned over to the legal au-
thorities. Surely, a "democratic" gov-
ernment would have no problem com-

plying with this. In addition, a ran-
som of 2,500,000 pesos [one peso
equals TUS$0.072] was demanded
from Diaz's family, one of the richest
in the state.

The ransom was paid, apparently
without great difficulty, on November
27. The army, however, seemed un-
able to hand over to the legally com-
petent authorities more than six of
the persons it had seized. The gover-
nor of Guerrero claimed that "the
names or whereabouts of the others
were not known."

It was the federal government's in-
volvement that gave the case its na-
tionwide publicity, but the circum-
stances of this intervention are not
yet clear.

Federal authorities, it is reported,
arranged to trade nine political pris-
oners for the rector. Of these, four were
from federal jails. Mario Menéndez
Rodriguez, editor of the leftist journal
Porqué; Professor Demostenes Onofre
Valdovinos; and Professor Florentino
Jaimes Herndndez were released from
Lecumberri, Professor Concepcién So-
lis Morales was taken from the wom-
en's prison of Santa Marta Acatitla.

Maspero Fined for ‘Defaming’ Police

On November 29 another French
revolutionist was slapped with a fine
for "defaming the police." The Pom-
pidou regime's tactic of harassing
journalists with such fines, first used
against Rouge, weekly journal of the
Ligue Communiste (French section of
the Fourth International), was direct-
ed this time against Francois Mas-
pero, noted publisher and member
of the Ligue.

Maspero was found guilty of pub-
lishing an antipolice article in the No-
vember 1970 issue of the magazine
Tricontinental, which he edits.

The article dealt with police repres-
sion of radical youth. The defense
argued that Maspero had not intended
to slander the police in general but
only those fascistlike acts of the po-
lice that go beyond the normal main-

December 13, 1971

tenance of order to become genuine
political repression. The defense ar-
gued further that the intensity of that
repression, which Maspero had him-
self witnessed in the Latin Quarter,
fully justified the tone of outrage of
the editorial in question.

In rendering its decision, the court
said that if certain considerations ex-
plained Maspero's desire to oppose
fascism, "of which he had undeniably
been a victim, these do not entitle him
to identify the CRS [the French po-
litical police] with the Nazi S8, to use
the most insulting invective toward
the police in general, in such fashion
that in the mind of the reader all po-
lice, every member of the CRS, would
necessarily be considered a scoun-
drel." 0

To this group five prisoners held
in the Guerrero state capital of Chil-
pancingo were added: Rafael Olea
Castafieda, Santos Méndez Bullén, Ce-
ferino Contreras, Ismael Bracho Cam-
pos, and Antonio Sotelo Campos. The
Guerrero prisoners were allegedly
linked to the guerrillas.

All nine released political prisoners
were sent into indefinite exile in Cuba.

In the wake of this affair, strict se-
curity is being enforced in all southern
cities — Acapulco, Taxco, Iguala, Chil-
pancingo, and Cuernavaca. It is
feared that a repression wil be
launched as soon as the rector is re-
leased. O

Yugoslavia

Mandel Speaks
on Trotskyism

Ernest Mandel, editor of the revo-
lutionary-socialist Belgian weekly La
Gauche and author of the two-volume
treatise Marxist Economic Theory,
was well received by an audience of
some 200 in Belgrade November 22.
He spoke on the topic, "The Role of
Trotskyism in  the Contemporary
Worldwide Liberation Movement."

This was the first time since Stalin
crushed the Trotskyist movement in
the USSR in the thirties that a
Trotskyist spokesman has given a
public lecture on Trotskyism in a
workers state.

The meeting was sponsored by the
Student Cultural Center of Belgrade.

Mandel summarized Lenin and
Trotsky's concept of world revolution
in the imperialist epoch. He analyzed
current developments in the anti-impe-
rialist, anticapitalist, and antibureau-
cratic struggles as well as the role
played by the Fourth International
in these struggles throughout the
world.

One of the features of his lecture
was an explanation of the necessity
to base workers' power on soviets
as the only durable basis for the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat.

The liveliness of the discussion pe-
riod demonstrated the appreciation of
the audience for this unusual lecture.
Among the questions that came up
was the need in Yugoslavia to restore
Leon Trotsky to his rightful posi-
tion. O
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Maoists ‘Explain’ Peking's Foreign Policy

By Javad Sadeeg

In the September issue of Commu-
nist, the journal of the Organization
of the Communist Revolutionaries
(Marxist-Leninist) —a Maoist organi-
zation of Iranians outside the country
—a lengthy article, "Some Points on
the Meaning of the Foreign Policy
of the People's Republic of China,"
attempts to justify Mao's line of peace-
ful coexistence with imperialism.

Some of the arguments are really
old, having been used by the Tudeh
party years ago. For example, the
claim is advanced that the inter-
national struggle for socialism can
come into contradiction with the na-
tional struggle for socialism inside the
capitalist countries. The Iranian Sta-
linists argued along this line after the
1946 events to explain away the capit-
ulation of the Azerbaijan and Kurd-
istan revolutionary governments to the
shah's armies without even a battle.
They said that Stalin wanted to pre-
serve world peace.

Today Communist uses the same
argument to justify Mao's friendly re-
lations with the shah. The same ar-
gument can be used to justify Mao's
betrayal of the Bangla Desh revolu-
tion, the Ceylonese revolution, or any
other revolution.

Some of the arguments are new.
"The socialist countries,” it is claimed,
"must vigorously follow the policy of
searching for peace and must normal-
ize their relations with different coun-
tries except those countries where rev-
olutionary warfare is being conducted
against a reactionary government."
(Emphasis added.)

While this formula would exclude
the normalization of relations with a
reactionary government involved in
a civil war, as in the case of Thieu's
government in South Vietnam, it con-
spicuously does not exclude normal-
ization of relations with the U.S.,
where a reactionary government is
waging counterrevolutionary war of
unprecedented destructiveness against
the Vietnamese and other Indochinese
peoples.

However, these Maoist theoreticians
do not even adhere consistently to
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their own formula. In Bangla Desh
revolutionary warfare is being con-
ducted against the reactionary gov-
ernment of Pakistan, yet Mao does
more than "normalize" relations with
Yahya Khan. He sends arms to the
butcher to be used against the people
of Bangla Desh and holds that the
attempt to crush their revolution is
Yahya Khan's "internal affair." One
would expect some kind of explana-
tion; but, strange as it may seem,
Bangla Desh and Pakistan are not
mentioned once. Nor is Ceylon.

For the most part, the article con-
sists of contradictory statements that
are presented as facts. This greatly
facilitates the defense of Mao's foreign
policy.

The "main contradiction" of the pres-
ent epoch, we are told, is the contra-
diction between imperialism and "so-
cial-imperialism” on the one hand and
the peoples of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America on the other. Since, accord-
ing to the Maoist line, the Soviet Union
became "social-imperialist” after the
second world war, this would indicate
that the relationship of forces shifted
drastically in favor of world impe-

Japan
R

rialism. The conversion of the first
workers state into an imperialist pow-
er would —if it were true—have far-
reaching implications for the perspec
tives of the world revolution. Lat

in the article we are told nonetheless
that China's current capacity to reach
an understanding with the imperial-
ists was made possible by the "rel-
ative weakening of world imperialism,
especially after the second world war."

The Maoists are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to convince people with
such arguments. That is why the the-
oretical possibility is conceded that
"even the government and the Com-
munist party of China" may make
mistakes. However, since they are mis-
takes of the proletariat, they must not
be viewed too harshly.

The conclusion that revolutionary
China is in the same camp as the
"counterrevolutionary Soviet Union" is
warned against. With such a conclu-
sion, "one would end up in a Trotsky-
ist and reactionary position echoing
the bourgeoisie.”

Naturally no explanation is offered
as to what the Trotskyist position is
and why it should be considered reac-
tionary. It is even doubtful that the ed-
itors are acquainted with the Trotsky-
ist position. After all, their aim is

not to discuss the real political is-
sues but to prevent a reasoned ap-
proach to them, especially by Iranian
supporters of the Chinese revolution
who have begun to question Maoist
policies. O

Massive Strikes Against Okinawa Treaty

Japanese protests against the Oki-
nawa reversion treaty reached a new
high on November 19, when more
than 2,000,000 workers throughout
the country stopped work, demand-
ing that the agreement be renegotiated.

Trains, subways, buses, and taxis
were virtually immobilized in most
major cities; the postal system, the
metal and chemical industries, and
mining were also affected.

In the evening, mass rallies and
demonstrations were organized, the
largest one, in Tokyo, uniting 270,-
000 protesters.

The November 19 actions followed

more than a week of strikes and pro-
tests. On November 10 an estimat-
ed 100,000 people (one-tenth of the
population) in Okinawa held a twenty-
four-hour general strike. Economic
functioning of the island, the site of
important U.S. military bases, was
seriously disrupted by the action,
which was supported by members of
fifty-nine unions, including Zengunro
(the All-Okinawa Military Workers
Union).

The major demand of the action
was renegotiation of the present re-

States and the Sato government. The

version treaty drawn up by the United
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treaty, already approved by the U.S.
Senate, calls for returning nominal
sovereignty over the island to Japan,
but gives the United States the right

UO maintain naval, air, and land mili-

tary bases. It also provides for the
transfer of some of Japan's "Self-
Defense Forces" to the island.

Other demands of the Okinawa
strike included opposition to the sta-
tioning of the Self-Defense Forces on
the island, an immediate changeover
from the dollar to the yen, withdraw-
al of all U.S. military bases, abro-
gation of the U.S.-Japan Security
Treaty, and establishment of diplo-
matic relations with China.

The Okinawa action was supported
by rallies the same day in 327 places,
including a 70,000-strong demonstra-
tion in Tokyo.

Protests continued throughout the
following week. On November 14, 317
students were arrested after clashes
with riot police. About 1,800 were
arrested during the November 19 ac-
tions. On November 20, the police
banned all student demonstrations in
Tokyo, after a restaurant was burned
down in one of the student-police con-
frontations.

On November 17 a Diet (parlia-
ment) committee approved the draft
of the reversion treaty in a maneuver
that was described by the opposition
parties as a "steamroller tactic." From
that day on the opposition boycotted
Diet sessions in protest.

But on November 24 the ruling Lib-
eral Democratic party forced through
ratification of the treaty in the lower
house. The Socialist and Communist
parties refused to attend the session.
(In all 133 delegates were absent.)

Komeito (Clean Government) and
Democratic Socialist delegates sus-
pended their boycott and voted
against the treaty; this resulted in a
ratification vote of 285 to 273. Ap-
parently in exchange for the atten-
dance of these parties’' delegates, Lib-
eral Democrats agreed to vote for two
supplementary resolutions submitted
by the opposition. One called for a
ban on nuclear weapons at the Oki-
nawa military bases; the other called
for a reduction in the number of U. 8.
troops allowed to be quartered there.

The treaty will now be presented
to the upper house, where an absolute
Liberal Democratic majority assures
its passage. But whether the pact will
L;ictually become effective remains to be

seen. Sato claims that the two sup-
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plementary resolutions were already
implicit in the original draft of the
treaty. It is quite possible, however,
that the U. S. government thinks other-
wise. The November 1969 joint com-

Haiti

muniqué by Sato and Nixon an-
nouncing the treaty has been widely
interpreted as permitting the installa-
tion of nuclear weapons on the is-
land. ]

Nixon to Increase Support for Duvalier?

In 1970, nearly 32,000 Haitians
emigrated to the United States to es-
cape the grinding poverty and brutal
repression of the Duvalier regime. In
New York City alone, the Haitian
exile community numbers as many
as 200,000, Bill Thompson wrote in
the November 29 issue of the liberal
weekly The Nation.

Most of those who hope to return,
according to Thompson, have
grouped themselves under an umbrel-

DUVALIER: Renaming Papa Doc's repres-
sive force wins applause from Washington.

la organization called the Haitian Re-
sistance. Although there have been six
unsuccessful attempts to invade the
country and overthrow the Duvalier
regime since 1959, most of the exile
groups pin their hopes on another
invasion.

"One Haitian who is not impressed
by plans for invasion is Raymond
Alcide Joseph. . . . He is one of the
leaders of the Haitian Coalition, an
organization which claims to have

cells and cadres within Haiti, work-
ing patiently and secretly toward a
coup d'état. . . . Up until recently, the
Coalition boasted nearly 3,000 mem- .
bers in North America; in 1969, it
had a yearly budget of $60,000, con-
tributed, says Joseph, by businessmen
inside Haiti."

The businessmen turned out not to-
be very reliable allies. When Nixon's
special ambassador to Latin America,
Nelson Rockefeller, visited Haiti in
1969, he was photographed embrac-
ing Francois Duvalier on the balcony
of the presidential palace. Not sur-
prisingly, this was interpreted as a
sign of Nixon's approval of the re-
gime, and the businessmen decided
that "it was useless to struggle against
Duvalier."

Since the death of Duvalier in April
and his replacement by his son Jean-
Claude, an attempt has been made
to dress up the worst aspects of the
regime. .

"The first move was to invite all
political exiles home, with promises
of amnesty, Exiles in New York, how-
ever, recalling that Papa Doc had used
the same ruse a few years ago, were
not interested. There also has been
talk of disbanding the infamous Ton-
tons Macoutes in favor of the Leop-
ards, a new militia group, but ex-
perienced observers know that the
Leopards would perform much the
same chores as did their predecessors.”

These shows of reform have been
seized on as sufficient pretext for the
U. S. ambassador in Port-au-Prince to
recommend massive loans to Duvalier.

"Military aid may also be forthcom-
ing,” Thompson wrote. "Certainly, the
U.S. warships that have patrolled
Haitian waters since Papa Doc's de-
mise have been interpreted by Hai-
tians as fair warning to would-be rev-
olutionaries. And indications are that
the Leopards will be trained and
equipped by the United States." [
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Great Britain

Workers Demonstrate Against Rising Unemployment

London

The Trades Union Congress (TUC)
campaign against rising unemploy-
ment culminated November 24 in a
mass march through London and a
lobby of Parliament. ( Unemployment
figures now stand at 970,000 —the
highest in thirty years.)

The action followed a series of re-
gional rallies earlier in November in
Glasgow, Coventry, Liverpool, and
Cardiff, as well as in London, where
on November 6-7 a demonstration
organized by the Labour Party Young
Socialists brought 2,000 youth into
the streets.

Over 15,000 marchers ¢converged on
London from all areas of the coun-
try November 24. The lobby itself,
according to TUC estimates, probably
attracted many more again.

The marchers were supported na-
tionwide, according to the November
25 Daily Mirror, by "hundreds of
thousands of workers [who] downed
tools."

The militancy of the march can be
gauged by the Guardian's comment
the following morning that it was "the
most hostile demonstration Parliament
has seen for many years."

Anger and frustration with govern-
ment "shake-out” policies, which have
added 290,000 to the unemployment
queues during the past ten months,
manifested themselves in the anti-Tory
siogans chanted by the marchers
("Heath Out!") and in their refusal
to be manhandled by the police who
tried to bar their way into the House
of Commons.

The Guardian described the scene
outside Parliament:

"The trouble began with a noisy,
but certainly not vicious crowd, push-
ing against the foot police cordon.
The atmosphere worsened when
mounted police moved in to force them
back. Banner poles were smashed and
hurled at the police. Mirrors were
ripped from cars and thrown. Police
and demonstrators wrestled and
punched— all to a chorus of derision
for the Prime Minister and the police
and the drumming of fists on car
tops.”

The action led several MPs from
the Labour opposition, which had ear-
lier moved a censure motion against
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the government for its employment
record, to protest that lobbyers were
being denied rightful access.

The mood of the demonstrators on
this and the other marches called by
the TUC in response to mounting
rank-and-file pressure shows the com-
bative spirit of ever wider sections
of the labour movement against the
Tories' industrial policy. The series
of closures (or attempted closures in
the case of the Upper Clyde Shipbuild-
ers, where 20,000 workers have been
"work-in" for several
months) and cutbacks are creating
a sense of insecurity even in tradition-
ally "protected” areas of the economy.

In evidence on the demonstration
were not only contingents from de
clining industries (such as ship build-
ing in the Clydeside or Merseyside
and coal mining in South Wales),
which had already felt the cold breeze
under Wilson's previous rationalisa-
tion schemes. Representatives from
more immune sectors such as engi-
neering were also present in force, par-
ticularly from the Midlands, the heart
of the engineering industry, where
Tory policies have forced the un-
employment rate 3 percent above the
national average.

Jack Jones, general secretary of the
Transport and General Workers

New Zealand

Union, the country's largest union,
recently pointed out at a rally in Cov-
entry that in the Midlands "fifteen men
are after one job."

What is significant about the pres-
ent unemployment situation— which
easily tops 1,000,000 if the many
women who work part time and who
have been frozen out of the economy
are included —is the trend toward a
permanent pool of unemployed and
a decreasing number of job vacan-
cies.

The Tories hope to use the stand-
ing pool of unemployed and the newly
passed Industrial Relations Bill to
curb wage demands, cow the trade
unions, and prepare the way into the
Common Market. Their token efforts
to counteract unemployment have
caused even the usually progovern-
ment 7Times to describe the chancel-
lor's £185,000,000 "public works"
programme "as near negligible as
makes no difference” and affecting at
most only 0.1 percent of the unem-
ployed. The Times went on to call
the picture "the blackest since the first
year of the Second World War."

All indications would seem to point
to an increasing upward shift in un-
employment figures in all sectors, in-
cluding the highly skilled graduate
market, where the number out of work
is the highest ever. O

Government Smashes Seamen’s Union

By George Fyson

Wellington

The New Zealand government dealt
a severe blow to militant trade union-
ism by its successful deregistration of
the Seamen's Union on November 5.
The union, formerly the most mili-
tant in the country, has had its funds
frozen and a new union will have to
be built.

The Industrial Conciliation and Ar-
bitration Act, by which the union was
deregistered, was established to pre-

vent strikes. When fifteen workers in
an industry call themselves a "union"
and become registered under the Act,
this union then legally covers all
workers in that industry. Thus there
is a lever for employers to force trade
unions to register under the Act; if
they do not, any fifteen workers can
become the official union and supplant
the real union. This has happened

several times in New Zealand's his |

tory when unions have refused to reg-
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ister or have been deregistered.

Under the Act, once a union is reg-
istered strikes become illegal, and
/ ‘here are stiff penalties specified for
k.«tndividuals, union leaders, and whole
unions if strikes do take place.

The pretext for deregistration of the
Seamen's Union was a strike in pro-
test of a new anti-seamen piece of
legislation— the Shipping and Seamen
Amendment Bill—proposed by the
government.

The bill, which has now gone
through parliament, provides for new.
supervisory tribunals and committees,
on which the Seamen's Union has at
best minority representation. In ad-
dition, the bill violates civil liberties
in many ways. Seamen can be pun-
ished for failure to obey a "lawful
order," but the bill does not state what
a "lawful order" is. Seamen's repre-
sentatives charged with contravening
the decisions of the all-powerful ship-
ping industry tribunal must prove
their innocence, instead of being con-
sidered "innocent until proven guilty,"
as required by common law.

By a membership vote of 500 to 80,
the Seamen's Union held a three-day
work stoppage beginning November
1.

When the seamen voted to continue
the strike until November 8, Minister
of Labour J.R. Marshall gave them
an ultimatum: return to work or face
deregistration. The union was dereg-
istered when they refused to inform
Marshall whether they would return
to work.

During the course of the dispute,
the government and press carried out
a campaign of vilification against mil-
itants in the Seamen's Union. Vicious
red-baiting of seamen who were mem-
bers and sympathisers of the N.Z.
Communist party filled many front-
page articles. The so-called "red
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guard" were alleged to use undemo-
cratic methods to "control” the union.

Marshall was enabled to get away
with his attack on the seamen by the
failure of the Federation of Labour
and the Labour party to come to
their defense. When threats of dereg-
istration were first made, the Federa-
tion of Labour did not protest, and
the Labour party's only comment was
that the government was not being
firm enough!

Since 1968, when the Arbitration
Court— which has final authority on
wages under the Industrial Concilia-
tion and Arbitration Act—gave a nil
wage order, unions have increasingly
sought to bypass it and establish wage

To Curtsy or Not To Curtsy?

rates by direct bargaining. The much
bigger increases gained since 1968
forced the Tory government to look
for a new solution, which it found
in the Stabilisation of Remuneration
(wage freeze) Act.

However, this is only a temporary
measure and the partial break the
trade-union movement has made with
the arbitration system is a continuing
headache for employers. The labour
movement needs to proceed to abolish
the restrictive Industrial Conciliation
and Arbitration Act altogether in or-
der to allow unions really to develop
their power of action. In such circum-
stances, "deregistration” would be
meaningless. O

Martha Mitchell Defends Democratic Ethic

Martha Mitchell, wife of the U.S. At-
torney General, has been known to com-
pare antiwar demonstrations with the Bol-
shevik revolution. In a recent article for
the Ladies’ Home Journal however,
Mitchell indicated that her confusion on
this point is not due to inability to make
fine distinctions.

In the article, Mitchell explained why
she declined to curtsy when introduced
to Queen Elizabeth in London earlier
this year. She indicated that she had care-
fully considered the question in all its
possible political ramifications:

"A curtsy is optional for Americans.
Each woman has to decide for herself
whether she will or won't. . . . I did not,
because I feel that an American citizen
should not bow to foreign monarchs.”

These democratic, leveling sentiments
were a bit too much for the Earl of Lind-
say, a member of the queen's bodyguard,
who fired off a reproachful letter to the
upstart.

"It was a very insulting remark to
make,” Reuters quoted Lindsay as telling
reporters, "and I felt she had to be put
in her place.”

"There is always hope she may learn
some manners,” he added. "I have never
met her and never want to, but I have
many good friends in America and I
felt she was letting them down."

The earl, it must be said, appears to
be behind the times. Now that it is the
American, rather than the British, em-
pire on which the sun never sets, the Amer-
ican ruling class adopts its social graces
from the military rather than royalty.
This, at any rate, would seem to be the
meaning of Mitchell's explanation that she
"stood to attention when the queen and her
husband entered."

As for the earl, Mitchell dismissed him
with the suggestion that his letter had

been motivated by glory-seeking: "He just
probably wanted to get in on the act.”
Mitchell did not specify what "act" she
had in mind, but if one bears in mind
her husband's ability to invent and pros-
y
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MITCHELL: Annoyed with nobility getting
in on her "act."

ecute dramatic "conspiracies” of every de-
scription, the earl's "many good friends
in America" might be well advised to start
looking for good lawyers. a
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A Decisive Phase
By Livio Maitan

[We have translated the following
article from the November issue of
Bandiera Rossa, organ of the Gruppi
Comunisti Rivoluzionari (Revolution-
ary Communist Groups), the Italian
section of the Fourth International.]

* * *

The economic crisis that was taking
shape at the beginning of this year
flowered during the summer and after
the end of the vacation period into
a full-blown recession, with all the
classical symptoms. The downturn is
the worst that the Italian capitalist
economy has experienced in the post-
war period. A new upswing seems
all the more problematical, further-
more, because of a number of factors.
Other capitalist countries-— first of all,
the United States— have been hit by
a recession as well. In still others,
eloquent warning signs have ap-
peared. Moreover, the entire inter-
national trade and monetary system
has been profoundly shaken.

That the bosses are trying to take
advantage of the recession for their
own purposes goes without saying.
But it would be absurd to proceed
from an assumption that the crisis
is an invention of the bosses, or little
less than that. Today, as always, the
recession is the inevitable result of
the way the capitalist system works.
And this time, I repeat, the cyclical
downturn has assumed proportions
unprecedented in the last quarter of
a century. In order to comprehend
the recent developments in the polit-
ical situation and to try to determine
the short- and medium-term trends,
we must begin from the standpoint
of this economic crisis.

The line the ruling class is follow-
ing is the same one it has tradition-
ally sought to apply in situations of
this type. On the one hand, it is mak-
ing a strong assault on the level of
employment, not only in small and
middle-sized industry but also in the
big, monopolistic combines, both
through layoffs and through reducing
the workweek. On the other hand, by
means of constant increases in prices
—in other words, an inflationary pro-
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cess— the capitalists are biting more
and more deeply into the wage gains
won in the struggles of recent years.
It is also likely that the bosses will
try once again to impose a "ration-
alization" scheme, that is, to increase
the rate of exploitation (this would
necessarily involve restoring manage-
rial authority in the plants, which was
profoundly shaken in the three years
of the great rise of workers' struggles).

A capitalist offensive along these
lines has been in full swing for some
weeks, and for the first time since
1968, the working class as a whole
has been forced onto the defensive.
The stakes, everyone realizes, are ex-
tremely high. What is in question is
whether or not the bourgeoisie will
succeed once more in shifting the
weight of the crisis onto the backs
of the workers; whether it will suc-
ceed in creating a large reserve army
of the unemployed, which might not
be reabsorbed for a rather long pe-
riod. (In other words, what seems
today to be cyclical unemployment
might become more or less chronic,
stabilized at a high level, with all
the obvious consequences this would
have.)

In more general terms, the ques-
tion is whether the working class will
be able to regain the offensive in the
near future and resume its rise, or
whether it will suffer a defeat, inevi-
tably marking the end of the period
that opened in 1968.

Precisely because the stakes are so
high, the battle is being fought on
all fronts. On the broader political
front, the conservative forces are try-
ing to bring about a decisive shift
to the right, although for the moment
they are unable to replace the center-
left formula. At the same time, the
fascists and their allies are carrying
on a wide range of activities, from
goon-squad attacks on workers and
students to political maneuvers aimed
at forming a "law-and-order coalition.”
Nor have the fascists neglected dem-
agogic appeals to certain strata of
the student population and even of
the working class (although for the
moment entirely marginal ones).

We must realize clearly that al-
though the bourgeois blo¢c has not
overcome its crisis and the govern-
ment coalition itself still seems fragile,

the economic situation and the attack\_}

against the level of employment have
made the objective conditions less fa-
vorable to the working class than they
were & year or even a mere six months
ago. This needs to be said, not to
inspire an unjustified feeling of resig-
nation but to appeal for the highest
sense of political responsibility.

The first conclusion that follows
from our premises is that it would
be entirely illusory to think that we
can win the battle in these crucial
weeks by taking on the bosses in in-
dividual plants or industries. Al-
though they have, of course, set cer-
tain primary objectives, the capital-
ists have launched a general offensive.
There is only one way that it can
be repulsed and the conditions created
for a counteroffensive by the workers.
The overall balance of forces must
be shifted in favor of the proletariat,
that is, large-scale mobilizations of
the workers must be developed that
converge in timing and objectives.

If this is not done, the best that
can be hoped for is that the workers
will be able to win some partial con-
cessions, and we will have to resign
ourselves to a retreat on the broad
front. Let me be still more specific:
It is so important to mount a battle
on the entire front, with all the forces
mobilized and fighting for the same
objectives, that at this precise time
particular demands in individual
plants or industries must be subor-
dinated, even if they are objectively
justified.

The slogans around which to or-
ganize this mobilization are those the
revolutionary Marxists have con-
sistently put forth since the beginning
of the year; these slogans now cor-
respond even more directly and im-
mediately to the needs of the move-
ment. To combat the thrust of infla-
tion and the high cost of living, we
must call for the application of a new
kind of sliding scale of wages that
would effectively guarantee the work-
ers' wages against constant erosion.
To the attacks on the level of employ-
ment, we must respond by raising
the demand for a sliding scale of
hours which, in essence, would assure
the distribution of what work there
is among the workers without layoffs
or wage cuts. The workers must not
lose one lira of their wages because:
of cutbacks in production nor sacri-
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fice any of their living standard to
rising prices!

These objectives must continue to

be linked to the themes of workers’
ontrol. The workers, the toilers in
general, must exercise direct super-
vision over price rises, if we are to
see a sliding scale that really achieves
its aims. The workers must keep a
check on production costs and work-
ing conditions, rejecting the principle
that only the plant managements or
individual directors are competent
judges of such questions.

It is only on the basis of workers'
control that a sliding scale of hours
can be applied. Moreover, only work-
ers' control of production tempos, job
qualifications, etc., can prevent an in-
crease in the rate of exploitation and
a renewed attempt to introduce a ra-
tionalization scheme, which would in-
volve squeezing greater profits out of
the workers and, at the same time,
swelling the army of the unemployed.

On the student front, also, the enemy
has moved onto the offensive. The
conservatives are continuing the op-
eration they started in the second se-
mester of the last school year, the
aim of which is to eliminate the ad-
vanced positions of the student move-
ment and — insofar as possible—bring
about a return to "normalcy.” At the
same time, the fascists are stepping up
their initiatives with the confidence
they have gained from their objective-
ly more favorable position and from
their success in the June 13 elections.

These weeks are very important be-
cause we are in the period that de-
termines the course of struggles in
the schools for the whole year. The
students, therefore, must prepare them-
selves for broader mobilizations, tak-
ing account of the specific needs of
this phase. First of all, realizing that
a defeat of the workers would open
the door immediately to a reactionary
counterattack on the campuses, the
students must take a more determined
part in the battle that the proletariat
is waging. Any default or passivity in
this area would be irresponsible and,
in the last analysis, suicidal.

At the same time, any intellectualist
tendencies to dismiss demands related
to even the most elementary needs
of the students (such as the question
of school buildings and the content
of instruction) must be rejected. This
is not only for the general reason
that the broad student masses—in

particular the new students arriving
\ jvery year—are sensitive to these

questions, but also because the fas-
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cists are waging a demagogic cam-
paign on these issues. And the fas-
cists might gain a general political
advantage by moving in to fill any
gaps that the left and the revolution-
ary forces failed to close. Finally, the
students must not neglect internation-
alist mobilizations; the demonstrations
coming up November 6 against the
imperialist war in Vietnam offer an
immediate opportunity for such work.

But one thing above all must be
clear to the workers and students. The
present period demands unity —unity
among all sectors of the working
class, unity between the workers and
the other strata of the working masses,
unity among the revolutionary van-

guard groups, and unity between the
vanguard groups and the trade-union
organizations.

In the struggles in progress, the
unions are destined to play a leading
role, and we must demand that they
accept their full responsibility and pre-
pare the way for a determined strug-
gle on a general scale, without any
hesitation, self-paralyzing maneuvers,
or illusory hopes. We must demand
unity between the workers' and stu-
dent movements.

We must struggle to win the objec-
tives imposed by the needs of this
phase without losing any precious
time. We must fight on the line of
a united front of the workers! O

Paris Committee Scores Repression in Peru

[The following declaration of soli-
darity with the victims of repression
in Peru has been translated from the
November 27 issue of Rouge, the
weekly newspaper of the Ligue Com-
muniste, French section of the Fourth
International.]

* * *

The Peru Solidarity Committee has
learned of the following facts:

1. On Thursday, November 11, ex-
tremely grave events occurred in the
Cobriza copper mine, operated by the
North American company Cerro de
Pasco Corporation. Eight miners were
shot to death, more than twenty ser-
iously wounded, and fifty-five thrown
into prison. These events occurred
during a general strike called by four-
teen unions representing more than
13,000 miners. The lawyer for the
striking workers, Genaro Ledesma,
was also arrested.

2. A savage repression was
launched against the striking teachers.
The top union leaders were brutally
deported to Europe, without even be-
ing allowed to pack a suitcase. Sev-
en professors and one student, Ro-
lando Brena, president of the national
commission of the Student Federation
of Peru, now find themselves in Madrid
with no means of support.

3. The peasant leader Hugo Blanco,
arrested in Lima, was released from
prison only to be deported to Mexico.

4. Jacqueline Lobatén, general sec-
retary of CODDEH (and widow of

Guillermo Lobatén, a guerrilla com-
mander murdered by the army), and
Nique de la Puente, an officer of the
Student Federation of the University
of San Marcos, have just been arrested
in Lima.

The repressive atmosphere in Peru
intensifies daily. This repression
against the Peruvian people is a se-
vere attack on the most elementary
human rights, all the more scandal-
ous in that it is conducted by a gov-
ernment calling itself "popular and hu-
manist."

The members of the Peru Solidar-
ity Committee vigorously protest this
brutal repression and express their
indignation over the tragic events at
the Cobriza copper mine, in which
eight miners lost their lives.

Prof.
Sartre;

Alfred Kastler; Jean-Paul
Simone de Beauvoir; Michel
Leiris; Charles Bettelheim; Edgar
Morin; Marguerite Duras; Daniel
Guérin; Jean Schuster; Nathalie Sar-
raute, Daniel Mayer, president of the
League for the Rights of Man; J.J.
de Felice, doctor of law; A. Pieyre
de Mandiargues; Manville, doctor of
law; Simone Signoret; Maurice Na-
deau; Anne Philipe; Louis Daquin;
Yves Montand. O

Doesn't Believe "Wages" Cause Inflation

A committee of the House of Commons
has proposed raising Queen Elizabeth's
annual salary from the equivalent of $1,-
870,000 to $2,450,000. Elizabeth said
she needed the raise because of inflation.
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Nothing New in ‘New’ Political Groups

U.S. Liberals in Pursuit of the Youth Vote

A full year before the 1972 U.S.
presidential elections, efforts are un-
der way to draw the newly enfran-
chised young voters out of the mass
movements and into the capitalist elec-
toral machine. Various "Dump Nix-
on" schemes, aimed at electing a lib-
eral Democratic president, have been
launched.

In the space of two weeks, three
national conferences were held, all de-
signed to attract youth to the poli-
tics of "realism” and away from "un-
realistic” mass action.

The largest, held in Chicago De-
cember 4-5 under the auspices of the
"Emergency Conference for New Vot-
ers,” was the most straightforward in
presenting its views. It was organized
by a collection of student-government
presidents and the Association of Stu-
dent Governments.

The declared purpose was to create
a "National Youth Caucus"to cooper-
ate with the Black and Women's cau-
cuses in urging that the Democratic
party select a presidential candidate
who would pledge to end the Indo-
china war and reorient the country's
priorities.

The workshops held at the meeting
—how to pack a precinct caucus, how
to raise money, how to register new
voters, etc. —were geared toward win-
ning delegates at the Democratic party
convention. "We're going to play their
game,” said one participant. "Hope-
fully, we'll play it better than they
will,” added another.

The previous weekend about 400
ex-members of the now defunct Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society had
met in Iowa to form the "New Amer-
ican Movement," a group the partic-
ipants hope will function in the man-
ner of the SDS of the middle 1960s.
Activities would revolve around "lo-
cal issues" of a social-worker variety,
and mass demonstrations would be
shunned until large numbers of work-
ers were ready to march.

The third meeting, held in Dallas,
Texas, November 24-28, launched
still another "new" political formation:
the People's party. Attended by 200
delegates, most of them members of
the Peace and Freedom party and the
New party (two previous unsuccessful
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attempts at forming a bourgeois radi-
cal party), the conference voted to
launch a "stand-in" presidential and
vice-presidential ticket composed of
peace activist Benjamin Spock and
liberal civil-rights advocate Julius
Hobson. A stand-in ticket is one that
would be withdrawn should the Dem-
ocrats nominate a liberal candidate
like Eugene McCarthy or Edward
Kennedy.

Although it was held in Texas,
where Chicanos have organized the
most successful independent political

U.S.A.

party to date (La Raza Unida party),
the conference did not define its re-
lationship to that formation, and no

members of La Raza Unida attended

Programmatic documents on vari\)
ous questions were discussed, but no
agreement was reached, and the par-
ty's platform was submitted to a steer-
ing committee.

The grand historical aims of the
People's party were expressed by Mar-
cus Raskin, one of the party's theo-
reticians. "The size of our vote de-
pends on whom the Democrats
choose,” he said. "If it's someone like
Teddy Kennedy or George McGovern,
our vote will be very small. If they
name someone else, the vote could
be reasonable, as high as 5 per-
cent." a

Charge Textile Industry Paid Off Nixon

THURMOND:

Loyal political servant of
U. S. textile interests.

There is "a direct link between a cam-
paign payoff to President Nixon and his
efforts to restrict textile imports," column-
ist Jack Anderson charged December 3.
Anderson said that a deal between Nixon
and the textile industry was arranged
through the good offices of Senator Strom

Thurmond (Dixiecrat Republican) of
South Carolina.

The industry chiefs, Anderson wrote,
offered Nixon a contribution "in six fig-
ures." Nixon "was asked, in return, for a
statement promising to limit textile im-
ports.

"Nixon not only agreed to issue the
statement, but it was released from the
office of none other than Strom Thur-
mond. Later, Nixon put out another state-
ment in Greensboro, N. C., reiterating his
support of the textile industry."

Anderson noted that Nixon's position
on textiles contrasted remarkably with his
campaign call for "moving ahead toward
freer trade rather than protection.” Nixon
claimed at the time that the textile indus-
try had a "special problem.”

The U.S. Tariff Commission, however,
said that textile companies had "enjoyed
a period of unparalleled growth since the
early 1960s" and that "there has been a
marked expansion in sales, employment,
and new investment in plant and equip-
ment. Similarly, overall corporate profits
increased.”

The amount finally kicked in to Nixon's
campaign fund by the textile industry, An-
derson said, surpassed $300,000. But the
"textile quotas [Nixon] has squeezed out
of Japan will wind up costing the con-
sumers billions in higher clothing prices.
This illustrates how a few hundred thou-
sand dollars in campaign contributions
can buy millions in special benefits.”

Anderson reported that Thurmond ad-
mitted soliciting Nixon's statement on tex-
tile imports, but the senator denied know-

ing anything about the contribution to th, }

campaign.
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A Concrete Account of the Crisis in Ireland

By Gerry Foley

Géarchéim in Eirinn (Crisis in Ire-
land) by Dick Walsh. Foilseachain
Naisiunta Tta., Baile Atha Cliath,
Eire. 168 pp., 105 new pence (ap-
proximately $2.62). 1972.

There is already a fairly large num-
ber of topical books on the Irish situa-
tion by both journalists and profes-
sors in Great Britain as well as in
Ireland. Dick Walsh's Géarchéim in
Eirinn is the pick of those I have
read — the most concrete, the most per-
ceptive, and the best written. It is also
the first, to my knowledge, to treat
the crisis in Ireland as a whole, rather
than concentrating solely onthe North.

Starting off from the case of the
Irish government ministers accused in
May 1970 of illegally importing guns,
Walsh brings into focus the crisis that
has been developing for the last three
or four years in both Irish states.

"After Charles Haughey and Neil
Blaney [the principal figures in the
arms trials] were finally ousted from
the cabinet," Walsh writes, "some of-
ficials in the Spetial Branch [the po-
litical police] in Dublin feared that a
coup d'état would be carried out in
the republic.

"They kept a close watch on mem-
bers of the government and on other
important men, including trade-union
leaders. . . .

"It is unlikely that any coup would
have taken place, but these precau-
tions are a sign of the uncertainty and
fantastic apprehensions that pre-
vailed. . . .

"But perhaps the trials were only a
symbol of the way the economic and
social changes of the 1960s turned
political life in Ireland upside down.
On the other hand, as regards the
trials, the origins of secrecy, milita-
rism, and intrigue lie in the history
of Ireland.

"The leaves were rustling long be-
fore the wind rose."
© "~ Walsh's journalistic talent for giv-
ng a dramatic focus to the unfolding
of events gives his account form and
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forcefulness. This is a method, more-
over, that can be used effectively only
by a writer with a thorough knowl-
edge of a situation and a certain feel
for it.

Walsh does not resort to any of the
easy images or commonplace political
notions British writers in particular
are apt to rely on in presenting the
situation in Ireland.

It might be expected that Walsh's
book would be less superficial than
most of those produced for the Anglo-
American market, since the language
it is written in limits its audience es-
sentially to Ireland and to relatively
limited circles even there. Furthermore,
most of the readers for such a book
would probably have learned Irish
and should therefore be more patri-
otic or more educated, or both, than
the average citizen.

However, Walsh's publishers appar-
ently felt that such a book was so
unusual that they had to print an

apology on the jacket to soften the.

blow: "Dick Walsh has a very radical
point of view, but as is proper for a
professional political commentator, he
separates fact from opinion." (Dear-
cadh sdch raidiceach atd ag Dick
Walsh ar an saol ach, mar is dual
don trdchtaire gairmitil polaitiochta,
déanann se idirdheald idir firici agus
tuairimi.)

In a broad sense, Walsh seems to
reflect the new radical thinking of
younger people in Ireland. He is a
thirty-four-year-old staff writer for the
Irish Times, which is not only the
country's most authoritative daily but,
by an odd historical accident, perhaps
the only major paper in the Western
world that offers a relatively open
forum for left ideas.

Walsh is an unusual reporter, more-
over, in that he is apparently familiar
both with the intrigues of bourgeois
politics and with the world of young
radicals. Walsh's critique of Irish so-
ciety is not very original but it is
sharp:

"In the Twenty-Six Counties, theneed
for radical change was averted
through an outflow of the unemployed
and discontented. Emigration was a
great safety valve. It sent to the British
labor market, with its more numerous
jobs and better social services, the
men, women, and children the state
could do without. In this way the
danger of revolution was reduced.

"Both governments, in the North and
in the South, promised to end emi-
gration. Perhaps they did not regard
it as a safety valve. But they could
not have failed to recognize its effec-
tiveness as a means for perpetuating
their power.”

And a little further on, Walsh says:
"The two big movements in the coun-
try, populism ([i.e., Fianna F4il, the
ruling party in the South] and Union-
ism, have managed to win lasting
support from workers, farmers, and
businessmen — classes you would not
expect to have the same aims in every-
day life."

Like most younger people in Ire-
land, Walsh has no respect for Fianna
F4il or the kind of pseudonationalism
represented by De Valera. But in try-
ing to understand the contradictions
of this demagogic formation, he turns
to some rather fuzzy bourgeois po-
litical science, to an abstract concept
of "populism.” "Populism is in favor of
religion but against clericalism. . . .
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It has a strong tendency toward a
mild form of racism —the good, or-
dinary people have different lineage
than the bad ascendancy.”

Again like most young radicals in
Ireland, Walsh seems to feel that the
national question is at fault for Irish
politics being frozen in a reactionary
mold and that polarization on class
lines would open up the way to prog-
ress.

This attitude is positive in that it
reflects an understanding, however in-
cipient, that socialism, the political ex-

pression of working-class interests, is
the only solution to the problems fac-
ing the country. But by itself this con-
cept is too general to be of much
use as a guide in analyzing or chang-
ing Irish political life.

However, Walsh does not try to an-
swer the questions posed by his dra-
matic portrayal of the crisis in Ire-
land. He is satisfied, for the most
part, simply to point up these impli-
cations in a thoughtful way. And that
is a great deal for a book of this
genre. a

Three Revolutionary Plays in London

London seems to have broken out
with a spate of revolutionary plays.
Foremost was the short season of the
Théatre du Soleil of Paris, playing
1789 in the converted railroad struc-
ture known as the Roundhouse, in the
original French, with only sporadic
English translation in one scene.

Then there is the performance of
Danton's Death (by the young nine-
teenth-century revolutionary German
playwright Georg Biichner) in the New
Theatre with Christopher Plummer
and a National Theatre company.

Finally there is Tyger, a musical
about the life of the great William
Blake, poet, painter, and engraver of
genius; a revolutionist who supported
the French revolution against the re-
actionary tide in England. The script
of the musical was written by Adrian
Mitchell, the present-day revolutionary
poet.

1789 was sold out for every show,
weeks in advance. The other two are
playing to packed houses in the Na-
tional Theatre repertory productions
whenever they are shown.

1789

If one were asked to state briefly
what 1789 is about, it would be easiest
to say: "It is about the permanent
revolution." Everything in this two-
and-a-half-hour, constantly moving,
continually enthralling, absorbing
spectacle points in that direction. Ma-
rat and Babeuf wind up making the
point distinct: the revolution is unfin-
ished. It will succeed only when the
poor, i. e., the people, really rule.

A scene is included before the fall
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of the Bastille in which the agitators
move in groups among the standing
audience, the actresses speaking
French, the actors English simultane-
ously. This tends to be a little hard
on the ears. At the performance I
attended, a member of the audience,
caught up in the spirit of 1789, gave
an unscheduled speech. "Today, in
1971," he concluded, "the revolution
started then has not yet been com-
pleted. It is up to us, to you and me,
to finish the job!"

This was audience participation that
theatrical producers dream of, but sel-
dom get. The Théatre du Soleil of
Paris, performing in French at the
Roundhouse, accomplished this feat.
The language did not matter. The
powerful mimicry, the swift movement
across half a dozen stages, the mul-
tiplicity of devices—from acrobatics
to puppetry —just swept the crowd
standing in the centre of the pit along,
all the way from beginning to end.

The ending reminded one of
Trotsky's remark about Babeuf being
the link between the French and the
Russian revolutions.

Danton’s Death

Danton's Death, the gripping story
of the tribune of the people turned
profligate in 1794 before being sent
to the guillotine, is a vehicle in which
the author —he was twenty-one when
he wrote the play and only twenty-
three when he died —propagates the
view that revolutions have objective,
deep-rooted causes and that individual
leaders play only secondary roles.

Played with great force and skill

by Christopher Plummer, Danton is
a memorable figure as the wanton
cynic who cannot forget his revolu-
tionary past. He is Biichner's mouth
piece.

Only the part of the all-important
Robespierre seems to have been mis-
cast; and a major speech of his—
in which he defends the terror against
counterrevolutionary aristocrats on
the right and those on the left who
want to abolish private property —
appears to have been dropped.

Some of the speeches are taken from
the historic record.

Danton's last appearance before the
tribunal of the Committee of Public
Safety, a duel in words with Saint-Just,
is the climax of the drama.

Saint-Just demands peremptorily:
"Your name, Citizen."

Danton begins with: "Soon I shall
reside in the void but (contemptuous-
ly spat out) my name shall remain
in the pantheon of history."

He then recalls how he led the storm-
ing of the Tuileries and most other
assaults on the old regime in the early
nineties. Derision is his reply to the
charge that he, Camille Desmoulins,
and their friends conspired with Mi-
rabeau, Lafayette, and the aristocrats
against the republic.

Tyger

What links Tyger to the other two
plays is what it shows of the French
revolution's influence on the radical
movement in Britain in conflict with
King George III and his prime min-
ister, Lord North, and later, William
Pitt. Blake was one of the luminaries
of that movement, shadowed by mil-
itary intelligence, framed up but re-
leased after a trial, hounded by re-
action but unbending.

Little of Blake's great poetry comes
through, except for "Tyger! Tyger!
burning bright/In the forests of the
night. . ." from which the musical gets
its title. But Adrian Mitchell's lines
are themselves amusing, often stirring
in song and story.

There is also not a hint of Blake's
mysticism, which was at odds with
his revolutionary rationalism. Perhaps
it would be asking too much of a
musical to give such a balanced por-
trait of its hero.

All in all, three plays that contri-
bute to the continuing radicalization
of British youth. |

— T.J. O'Flaherty
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Hundreds of Unionists Among Ceylon Prisoners

[The following interview with Jack
Baker is reprinted from the November
17 issue of Tribune, the newspaper of
the Australian Communist party.

[Baker is general secretary of the Union
of Postal Clerks and Telegraphists. He
visited Ceylon for ten days at the end
of June. Tribune did not indicate any
reason for its delay in publishing the
interview. }

* * *

Question. What were your first impres-
sions of Ceylon?

Answer. 1found the country under emer-
gency conditions. There was a strict cur-
few and all trade union activities were
banned. There was a strict censorship
of the press and in particular the work-
ing class press. There was a ban on pub-
lic meetings except those allowed by the
police commissioner.

I was the guest of the Ceylon Postal
and Telegraphists Officers' Association
who arranged my itinerary. During my
inspection of the union's facilities and of
postal and telegraphic communications,
I first ran into reports of young people
who had disappeared without trace fol-
lowing attacks by groups of young peo-
ple on police stations. In all cases, post-
al workers were speaking of relatives who
had since disappeared both before and
after the youth attacks, and of whom
they had had no information whatsoever.

It was through the postal workers'
union that I made contact with other
unions and political groups in Ceylon
and composed the following picture: three
to four hundred trade union officials have
disappeared since the youth attacks not-
withstanding the fact that the unions
pledged support to the Bandaranaike gov-
ernment at that time, and tried to or-
ganise collections of money from work-
ers to support the government at the time
of the youth revolt.

Q. Why, then, were these union lead-
ers arrested?

A. No one I spoke to knew why the
union leaders had been arrested — neither
the union officials I spoke to nor the fam-
ilies of those arrested. All requests for
information and charges met with evasion
or silence from the Minister. There was
not much questioning of the government
because that invariably led to further ar-
rest or the disappearance of union of-
ficials.

What has frightened many officials is
that they know that considerable violence
and even torture of people under arrest
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have been documented —some inadver-
tently.

The police and military are, after all,
given full legal authority under the emer-
gency laws to dispose of any bodies of
persons who die under detention or ar-
rest, by fire or any other means, with-
out any right to demand an inquest, etc.

Q. What unions were affected by arrests?

A. None of the officials of the indepen-
dent (politically unaffiliated) postal work-
ers' union had been arrested.

I then went to the offices of the Ceylon
Mercantile Union (CMU) led by Mr. Bala
Tampoe, who was in Australia for the
National Anti-War Conference earlier this
year.

He said forty-eight of CMU office-bear-
ers from branch and shop committees
had disappeared and were presumably
under arrest. He provided me with a list
of names, their place of employment, and
the union position held. They came from
a total of twenty-two different industrial
and commercial enterprises.

From Associated Motorways, for ex-
ample, eight shop-committee members had
been arrested (including three office-bear-
ers). One CMU executive member, T. Pre-
masiri, a worker at Kumdanmal Indus-
tries, was arrested. One worker from
Times of Ceylon (the biggest newspaper
combine), a member of the CMU com-
mittee there, was arrested . . . and so on.

The remaining top officials of a group
of unions linked with the Maoist CP
(Marxist-Leninist) were few in number
when I spoke to them. Many of them had
been arrested. They detailed to me area
leaders and rank-and-file activists ar-
rested and disappeared.

Generally, I gained the impression that
wherever union leaders tried to oppose
the employers' offensive against the work-
ers, there were arrests and disappearances.

The Maoists, by the way, were deeply
worried by the reported gift of 92 million
rupees [about US$15,460,000] by Peo-
ple's China to the Bandaranaike govern-
ment just after the Maoist union leaders
had been arrested.

The unions led by the Communist Party
of Ceylon (which supports Moscow), or-
ganised in the Ceylon Federation of Trade
Unions (CFTU), did not appear to have
suffered as much as some other groups,
but those in the CFTU with whom I had
discussions seemed very uncertain of the
future. I have since learnt coming home
that four of the union leaders of the CFTU
have been indicted simply because they
discussed strike action against an em-
ployer.

I found the Ceylon Federation of La-
bor (CFL), associated with the LSSP

(Lanka Sama Samaja Party)—note that
all union centres are based on political
affiliations — uncommunicative, but I
learnt from others that some CFL union
officials and shop committee delegates had
been arrested in some areas at the re-
quest of employers.

Q. How generalised did you think this.
sort of thing was?

A From my investigations as a whole
I had to conclude that any local employ-
er could bring about the immediate ar-
rest of a trade union official in his em-
ploy, without any charges necessarily be-
ing laid against him or any information
being made available as to where and
why he was being held. Up till now none
of the union officials arrested have been
charged or proceeded against . . .

The political parties in the government
coalition (the CP, the LSSP, and the
SLFP [Sri Lanka Freedom party]) pro-
test the arrests of leaders, but the polit-
ical parties have a peculiar form of con-
trol over the unions and seem to use
the unions for electoral mobilisation. It
appeared, in general, that all were im-
mobilised by the general consensus of
all| the world powers—the US, USSR,
China, Yugoslavia, India, Pakistan, etc. —
with the Bandaranaike government.

Q. Did you reach any conclusion as
to the cause of the youth revolt?

A. Many different groups, from the CIA
to the North Koreans to the CP (Mos-
cow), have been blamed for the revolt,
but I am sure none of them were respon-
sible. I am convinced that the youth who
launched the attacks on police stations
were provoked into it by certain elements
within the Bandaranaike government, and
were pushed into a situation of defend-
ing themselves from attacks by the po-
lice and the government. It is clear that
these same youth worked for the elec-
tion of the government and were even
key to the united front victory. I include
here the LSSP and CP Youth Leagues
as well as the JVP [Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna)] (People's Liberation Front).
The JVP in particular, however, contin-
ued to press the coalition for the imple-
mentation of its electoral promises.

The government, however, instead put
itself into the hands of the IMF [Inter-
national Monetary Fund] and World
Bank, which in turn put demands on the
government for the dropping of the free
rice issue, raising transport fares, reduc-
tion of free medical services and free ed-
ucation, etc. To get the IMF aid, the gov-
ernment had to turn against the masses.
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I am convinced it consciously decided to
do this.

Some elements in the government such
as the Minister for Justice contrived a
confrontation with the youth. This opened
the way for repression of the youth and
a full-scale attack on the trade union
movement and democratic rights in Cey-
lon.

If you look at countries where military
or oligarchic cliques have taken power
in Asia (Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore,
Burma, etc.), they have often come to
power through a deliberately contrived
provocation, to hit particularly the
unions.

My conclusions are also backed by the
little-known findings of well-known Marx-
ist sociologist Prof. Rene Dumont of
France, on repression in Ceylon.

Q. Does the situation continue?

A. The day I left, unions were refused
permission for a general public meeting
to protest against apartheid in South Af-
rica and call for the release of political
prisoners there. The government refused
permission for the meeting.

Arrest of union rank and file and of-
ficials continues.

When I left Ceylon, I wrote to Mrs.
Bandaranaike appealing for information
on a whole number of points, particu-
larly concerning political prisoners. I re-
ceived a letter from the Secretary of the
Minister of Defence and External Affairs
in Ceylon, dated August 2, which side-
stepped every question concerning the
14,000 detained.

Q. What do you see as the perspectives
in Ceylon?

A. T spoke to many ordinary workers
in Kandy, Colombo, and down the south
coast. They seemed completely cynical
and disillusioned with the government and
all the political parties. They seemed ripe
for a right-wing coup by the worst ele-
ments.

The leadership of the working class tra-
ditional parties —the LSSP and CP (Mos-
cow)—seem isolated from the mass of
workers.

The workers are also demoralised and
disarmed by the world unanimity in help-
ing the repression.

As I left the airport for India, MIG
fighters were flying missions against the
thousands of youth still existing in the
jungles. It was strange, too, to see Paki-
stani and Indian gunboats standing guard
side by side in support of the regime,
and taking up friendly positions together
against the young people and unem-
ployed.

When You Move...

Don't count on the post office forward-
ing your Intercontinental Press! It's
against their rules.

Send us your new address. And in
plenty of time, please.
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I was told that Yahya Khan, of Paki-
stan, contributed twice as many helicop-
ters to suppress the Ceylon revolt as he
did to aid the millions of flood victims
in East Bengal some time ago.

Repression of Striking

[The following statement was issued
in late November by the Comité pro
Libertad de los Detenidos Politico-So-
ciales (Committee for the Release of
the Political and Social Prisoners) in
Lima, Peru. The translation is by
Intercontinental Press.)

* * *

In the recent period, the Junta Mili-
tar de Gobierno [Military Council of
Government] has launched a violent
police and military repression against
the Cerro de Pasco miners. It has
also attacked the popular organiza-
tions backing the miners' struggle for
better living standards, better work-
ing conditions, and nationalization of
this imperialist corporation, one of
the three largest in Peru.

At the end of October, the 20,000
workers in the Cerro de Pasco mines
mobilized in a powerful campaign to
back up a list of demands they handed
the management. When attempts at
conciliation failed, the military gov-
ernment unleashed a brutal repression
in an attempt to break the workers'
movement and eliminate the trade-
union organizations leading the strike.
By these methods, it also sought to
prevent other popular organizations
from offering solidarity and support.

On November 9, the government
issued a decree suspending constitu-
tional guarantees in the departments
of Huancavelica, Pasco, and Junin,
as well as in the province of Huaro-
chiri, which forms part of the depart-
ment of Lima. Under cover of this
decree police and military forces seized
control of the fourteen Cerro de Pasco
mining centers. In the course of their
operation, the repressive forces com-
mitted the following crimes.

® The "counterinsurgency battalion"
called the Sinchis, a ranger unit spe-
cializing in antiguerrilla repression,
stormed the Cobriza mining center on
November 10, seizing the union head-
quarters, where the workers made a
stand.

® The attack of the Sinchis result-
ed in the fatal shooting of Pablo Inza,

I should also mention that the aborigi-
nal minority living in the jungles of Cey-
lon have been strafed and bombed.

I can't therefore be very optimistic about
the situation in Ceylon.

Peruvian Miners

general secretary of the Cobriza local,
and the workers Daniel Laura Espi-
noza, Eusebio Quiroz, Pablo Soto
Meza, and a fifth, still unidentified,
miner. This is the official casualty
list, and it is to be feared that the
actual number of victims will turn out
to be still higher.

® More than two dozen workers
have received gunshot wounds, and
the lives of some of them are in dan-
ger.

® Fifty mine-union leaders have
been arrested and taken to various
cities, including Lima.

® The following have also been ar-
rested: Genaro Ledesma Izquieta, the
legal adviser of the Federaciéon de
Trabajadores Mineros y Metalurgicos
del Centro [Central Region Mine and
Metal Workers' Federation]; Jacque-
line Lobaton, the head of the Comité
de Defensa de los Derechos Humanos
[Committee for the Defense of Human
Rights]; Dr. José Rojas, the union's
physician; and José Nique de la Fuen-
te, president of the Federacion de Es-
tudiantes de la Universidad de San
Marcos [Student Federation of the
University of San Marcos].

The repressive measures against the
workers are continuing at this time.
There is a clear threat of repression
against the left and popular organi-
zations. We wish to call the attention
of national and international public
opinion to these events and appeal
urgently for solidarity with the mine
workers.
~P.S. A late report informs us that
the number of dead in Cobriza has
reached twenty-nine and that more
than sixty persons have been sent to
the jungle prison of El Sepa. On the
other hand, Jacqueline Lobatén has
been released.

[Letters and telegrams protesting the
government's latest repression can be
sent to: Presidente de la Republica
del Pert, Gral. Juan Velasco Alva-
rado, Palacio Gobierno, Lima, Peru.
Copies should be sent to the Comité
pro Libertad de los Detenidos Poli-
tico-Sociales, Apartado 10149, Lirna:\J
Peru.]
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Protest the Repression in Perul

U[The following statement was issued
ovember 16 in Lima by the well-
known Peruvian revolutionist Ricardo
Gadea. The translation is by Inter
continental Press.]

* * *

In recent days, the Peruvian military
junta has continued to use violent,
repressive measures against the rev-
olutionary left, the workers' move
ment, and the popular organizations.
By this it has clearly demonstrated
its fear of the people and its deter-
mination to block a revolutionary mo-
bilization of the masses.

In flagrant contradiction to its "rev-
olutionary" propaganda, the military
junta did not hesitate on November
9 to declare a state of siege in three
departments and a province in the
central part of the country.* Under
cover of a suspension of constitutional
guarantees, the police and military
forces began a large-scale repressive
operation, trying to break the strike of
15,000 workers belonging to fourteen
unions at the Cerro de Pasco Cor-
poration, a greedy, imperialist com-
pany whose nationalization is de
manded by the most conscious sec-
tors of our people.

In the past week, around fifty lead-
ers of the miners in the central re
gion were arrested, along with the two

*Pery is divided administratively into
twenty-three departments plus the consti-
tutional province of Callao, which in-
cludes the port of Lima. — IP

Position of the PRT in

[The following article was published
in the November 22 issue of Ten-
dencia Revolucionaria, the organ of
the PRT (Partido Revolucionario de
los Trabajadores — Revolutionary
Workers party, a group adhering to
the Fourth International) on the eve
of the elections in Uruguay. The trans-
lation is by Intercontinental Press. The
subheadings appear in the original.]

* * *

L’ In our last issue we devoted our
front-page headlines and an article

December 13, 1971

legal advisers and the doctor of the
Federacion de Trabajadores Metalar-
gicos y Mineros del Centro [Central
Region Mine and Metal Workers Fed-
eration]. Also arrested were eight
teachers, the head of the Comité de
Defensa de los Derechos Humanos
[Committee to Defend Human Rights],
and other persons. But this was not
all. The notorious "Sinchis"— aranger
unit with special counterinsurgency
training — stormed union headquar-
ters in the Cobriza mining center No-
vember 10, killing five workers, in-
cluding Pablo Inza, general secretary
of the union, and wounding many
others.

Coming only two months after the
brutal measures used to break the
strike of 100,000 teachers— measures
which included deporting a group of
union leaders along with political fig-
ures like Hugo Blanco and Rolando
Breha—this latest repression shows
that the military junta is reverting
to the standard "gorilla" approach in
dealing with the people. In face of
these repressive measures against the
people, no argument by the govern-
ment or its apologists is going to
take in anyone.

The government's campaign, trying
to blame the strikes on "ultraleft"
groups, is only a smoke screen to
cover up the repression against the
workers' movement.

In view of these events, it is urgent
to arouse public opinion, to break
the wall of silence built up by the
propaganda of scabs and government
apologists. Solidarity actions are of
the utmost importance. 0

Uruguayan Elections

to analyzing our slogan: "Fight,
Fight, Until We Win a Workers' and
People's Government." In that article,
we noted that our slogan was the best
expression, the synthesis of the pro-
gram of the Lista Obrera [Workers'
Slate]. This was because it projected
the only fundamental solution for the
workers, a solution on the agenda for
today and not for a more or less dis-
tant future.

The slogan means that the working
class must fight now for a workers’
and people’'s government that will
eliminate the present bourgeois sys-

tem and build socialism in our coun-
try.

In this issue we want to take up
why the Lista Obrera of the FA
[Frente Amplio— Broad Front] is the
only slate in the elections whose pro-
gram supports not only antioligarchic
and anti-imperialist demands but
which is clearly antibourgeois, anti-
capitalist, and prosocialist.

In order to put this analysis in its
context, we will begin by analyzing
some facts that more clearly define
the objectives of the program of the
Lista Obrera.

The Revolutionary Left and
the Elections

The approach of the elections and,
above all, the emergence of the FA
led the entire Uruguayan revolution-
ary left in the first months of the year
to discuss what position they should
take toward the electoral process.

At that time the discussion centered
around whether or not the revolution-
ary left should participate in a bour-
geois process like the elections, a pro-
cess designed to preserve the system.
This purely theoretical and moralistic
focus made the polemics totally ab-
stract and unable to answer what
should have been the fundamental
questions:

® To what extent did our people
still have illusions about the electoral
process, and had the FA emerged as
a mass anti-imperialist movement? .

® What policy should the revolu-
tionary left follow in participating in
this process?

The discussion was adjourned with-
out these two aspects, especially the
second, being clarified. A few months
later, only a few sectors of the rev-
olutionary left remained outside the
FA, cut off from the process in which
the masses were involved. At the same
time, most of the sectors that joined
the FA did so without defining what
policy they were following and thus
without coming to any agreement, not
even on the most elementary basic
points.

The PRT and lts Course in the FA

The PRT was one of the first sec-
tors of the revolutionary left to ex-
plain the need to join the FA, the
Front's progressive aspects, the sig-
nificance of the fact that the first mass
anti-imperialist movement in our
country was organizing around it,
and the fact that it was rupturing
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the classical, bourgeois two-party sys-
tem. But we were also the first and
the only ones to warn about the char-
acteristics of the FA's leadership, that
it was not in the hands of any sec-
tors of the working class but of the
petty-bourgeoisie, the national bour-
geoisie, and the reformists.

We maintained that revolutionists
should be in the ranks of the FA
the better to challenge the nonprole-
tarian majority in the policy-making
bodies for the leadership of the Front,
in order to put it at the service of
the workers and make it an instru-
ment for mobilizing them against the
bosses and the government.

As part of this conception we main-
tained that the candidates put up by
the FA should be selected through
a deepgoing process of discussion in
the local organizations, the Commit-
tees. We made it clear that we would
fight for workers’ candidates, the only
guarantee to the workers that the pro-
gram would be scrupulously carried
put.

In the discussion on the role and
function of the Committees, our party
was the only organization that held
that they should be involved directly
in decision-making through plenary
assemblies of delegates meeting to for-
mulate policy and plan the political
campaigns in which the Front was to
engage.

In the discussion on the paths of
action, we maintained that the FA
had to adopt all the methods taken
up by the masses, whether or not
they were considered legal by the gov-
ernment. After all the repression

against the mass movement in recent
years, we argued, it was impossible
for the FA to propose to limit itself
to "the peaceful road." We maintained
the position that the FA should not
consider its most important task to
be electoral propaganda but rather
the axis of its activity should be par-
ticipation in all manifestations of the
class struggle.

Capitulation Under the Label
of Unity

Of all the sectors of the nonreform-
ist left that joined the FA after the
first two months of debating whether
or not to participate in the elections —
as we have seen above-——none but
our party raised its voice even to
claim the right of the working class
to an independent policy of its own.
None but our party raised its voice
to expose the petty-bourgeois and
reformist character of the Front's
leadership.

A year ago this same left was sing-
ing the praises of armed struggle and
the Tupamaros. Now, in the name
of "antioligarchical and anti-imperial-
ist unity,” these groups consider it en-
tirely "proper" and "normal" for the
FA to be led predominantly by bour-
geois or petty-bourgeois currents
working hand in glove with the re
formists. This left suddenly forgot that
it has been the workers, revolution-
ary students, and popular sectors that
have in recent years borne the brunt
of exploitation and violent and bloody
confrontations with the bosses and the
government.
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Unfortunately, this "unity” rested on
nothing but capitulation to the non-
proletarian sectors of the FA. When
the time came for action, the leader-’

ships of the same left that carrled'\J

on such zealous theoretical polemics
at the start of the year forgot the ex-
perience their own rank and file had
gained in the class struggle against
reformism and the bourgeoisie. They
ended up supporting "unity" on the
reformist pattern.

How can groups claiming to be rev-
olutionary say that they support all
the choices under the FA label? How
can they claim that the Lista Obrera,
which maintains the need for liqui-
dating capitalism and building social-
ism, is the same as the reformist slate
or the petty-bourgeois slates?

The Workers' Interests and
the Lista Obrera

It should be easy enough for the
companeros reading this to deduce
why the Lista Obrera is the only slate
that raises antibourgeois and social-
ist slogans in its program.

The program of the Lista Obrera is
the distillation of the principles the
PRT has defended for a year inside
the FA, an example of how revolu-
tionists must utilize an electoral pro-
cess enabling them to take their po-
sitions to the masses.

However, an opportunity to talk to
the masses must not be used to create
false illusions but to tell them with
absolute clarity what the historical ex-
perience of the working class through-
out the world has confirmed ad nau-
seam. The workers cannot expect any
other sector of society, no matter how
well intentioned, to solve their prob-
lems. There are no "intermediate," "hu-
manist socialist,” "non-Marxist," etc.,
etc., regimes of the sort postulated
by some groups.

We revolutionary Marxists must be
very clear: and tell the masses every
time we have an opportunity for a
dialogue with them that socialism is
the ‘only solution, but there is no so-
cialism save that of Marx, Lenin, and
Trotsky, socialism“built under the
leadership of the working class.

Anything else, even if it presents
itself under the attractive name of
"unity," is a lie, at best a pious one.

Therefore, the Lista Obrera is the
only slate that raises the following
slogans: Down with imperialism and
the bourgeois system! For a Work-
ers' and People's Government that wil.
build socialism! O
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