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Pentagon Leak Becomes a Flood 

MITCHEll: His Justice Department works overtime 
trying to keep public from learning truth about war. 
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and Torture in Brazil 

Chou Offers Guns Against Ceylon Rebels 



Chicken Little and Mao 

New Strides iln 
Weather ForE~casti ng 

Anyone who has ever been caught in 
an unexpected rainstorm will appreciate 
the great strides in weather forecasting 
that have been made with the help of 
Mao Tsetung Thought. 

Hsinhua, the Chinese government news 
agency, described June Hi how staff mem­
bers of the meteorological station in Shui­
cheng county, Kweichow province, had 
used Mao's articles "On Practice" and "On 
Contradiction" to achieve a dialectical-ma­
terialist understanding of weather. 

"In June 1963," Hsinhua reported, "they 
heard that chickens roll themselves in the 
dust just before rain." 

Meteorologists inclined to take the cap­
italist road would have presumably con­
nected this phenomenon with bourgeois 
myths about the sky falling. Not so the 
Communists of the Shuicheng county sta­
tion: 

"They set about verifying this by ob­
servation. They found that rain sometimes 
fell one or two days after such a thing 
but that at other times it did not. Later 
they studied Chairman Mao's teaching 
[that] 'each thing in its movement is in­
terrelated with and interacts on the things 
around it' and linked up the chicken phe­
nomenon with temperature, moisture and 
atmospheric pressure .... " 

Following this method, Hsinhua said, 
the forecasters were able to achieve 91 
percent accuracy in their predictions. 
Moreover, they are able to make valid 
forecasts as far as 150 days ahead. 

It may not be beyond the possibilities 
of bourgeois or revisionist science to build 
a single instrument that incorporates a 
thermometer, hygrometer, and barometer. 
But only Mao Tsetung Thought can de­
vise such a combination that regularly 
lays an egg. D 

Hypersensitive Pigs 
April 27 will go down as a date to be 

remembered in St. Ives, Huntingdonshire. 
That was when the magistrates, after a 
five-hour hearing, refused to let the bor­
ough council grant a request by the police 
to rename the town's oldest thoroughfare. 

The bobbies had argued that Pig Lane 
would be an embarrassing address for 
their new £44,000 police station, since 
the word "pig" is defined in the dictionary 
as swine or hog, and colloquially as a 
greedy, dirty, salty, obstinate, or annoy­
ing person. "It was firs1t used in reference 
to the police in the nineteenth century." 

An old-timer, John Dawson, who is a 
legal executive, made a telling counter­
argument: "Anyone who is embarrassed 
by the name Pig Lane,. is being unneces­
sarily snooty. I have the greatest respect 
for the police, but I think they are being 
hypersensitive." 
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'There's a Lot More to Come' 

,/ Leak of Pentagon Papers Becomes a Flood 

By Jon Rothschild 

JUNE 27- The cases of the New 
York Times and the Washington Post 
versus the U. S. government reached 
the Supreme Court yesterday. In the 
course of the litigation, the govern­
ment abandoned two of its earlier ar­
guments for censoring the newspapers' 
disclosures: that the papers had uni­
laterally declassified "top secref' ma­
terial; and that they had violated the 
espionage laws. 

The sole pillar of the Justice De­
partment' s case thus became its as­
sertion that the government has the 
right, in the interests of national secu­
rity, to censor newspapers. This is 
the first time in U. S. history that any 
administration has sought to test such 
a claim before the courts. The Su­
preme Court is expected to rule on 
the two cases within several days. 

While the government attempted to 
close off the public flow of informa­
tion on the real history of the Indo­
china war, it also moved to convince 
any other person who might possibly 
leak "secref' documents to the press 
that such an act could be quite costly. 
The Justice Department announced 
yesterday that a warrant had been 
issued for the arrest of Daniel Ells­
berg, the man reputed to have pro­
vided the Times with Xeroxed materi­
al, on charges that he had "unauthor­
ized possession of top-secret docu­
ments and failed to return them." Law­
yers for Ellsberg announced that he 
would turn himself in to federal au­
thorities on June 28. Leonard Boudin, 
a leading U. S. civil-liberties attorney, 
explained Ellsberg's position on the 
warrant to the New York Times: 
"What we are saying is that even if 
everything charged against Mr. Ells­
berg is true, there has been no crime 
committed." 

Despite the two-pronged government 
assault on the right of the people to 
hear the truth about the war-the war­
rant for Ells berg's arrest and the in­
junctions against several newspapers 
-reports on the Pentagon study have 
continued to appear in the U. S. press. 

Following the restrictions on the 
.,; Times and the Washington Post, the 

Boston Globe began running a similar 
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series. It was then also enjoined by 
the Justice Department Later the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch initiated a series, 
and it was enjoined. The Chicago Sun­
Times, the Los Angeles Times, and 
the Knight newspaper chain, which 
includes eleven publications, followed 
suit 

The New York Times of June 25 
reported that a "random check" of ma­
jor U. S. newspapers indicated that as 
much material as is available on the 
Pentagon study is being used. The 
Times said that the Atlanta Constitu­
tion, the San Francisco Chronicle, the 
Louisville Courier-Journal, and the 
Milwaukee Journal had all printed at 
least excerpts from the secret study, 
relying on news agency releases for 
source material. 

One of the results of this prolifera­
tion has been that the government 
has been forced to give up trying to 
enjoin all the newspapers that are 
printing the information. The Justice 
Department has announced that it will 
not seek court action against the Sun­
Times, the Los Angeles Times, or the 
Knight chain. 

While continuing its attempts to keep 
the secrets from the eyes of the public, 
the administration has yielded to con­
gressional demands for access to the 
documents. On June 23, Nixon an­
nounced that a copy of the report 
would be turned over to the House 
Armed Services Committee. The 
House Government Operations Com­
mittee, the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, and the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee are also expected 
to receive copies. 

In announcing this move, Nixon 
reiterated that the report would main­
tain its "top secref' classification, and 
that Congress therefore could not re­
lease the contents to the public. 

In their attempts to discredit the 
Times revelations, supporters of the 
U.S. aggression in Indochina have 
unwittingly added to popular distrust 
of the government and strengthened 
pressure to hear the truth on the his­
tory of the war. For example, General 
Maxwell Taylor, in a special column 

that appeared in the June 23 New 
York Times, claimed that the Times 
did not have access to all the secret 
material on the war, and that its in­
terpretation of the study is therefore 
incomplete. 

Taylor implied that the Times had 
tried to make Lyndon Johnson's ad­
ministration look worse than it ac­
tually was. The truth, however, is 
apparently just the opposite. The con­
servative Boston daily Christian 
&:ience Monitor of June 19 noted that 
"many officials here [Washington] pri­
vately view the Pentagon Vietnam war 
disclosures as something less than 
catastrophic." One reason for this view 
was explained as follows: 

"The Times has apparently used 
some discretion in printing the docu­
ments. Officers in the Pentagon who 
have compared the published reports 
in the Times with the still-guarded 
and highly classified originals are 
telling defense officials now that some 
potentially damaging material, par­
ticularly in terms of America's rela­
tions with other nations, has been 
omitted." 

A glimmer of the huge amount of 
material that is hidden in the Pentagon 
was revealed on June 24 by William 
G. Florence, a recently retired air force 
employee who has spent years review­
ing classification procedures. The June 
25 New York Times quoted Florence 
as estimating that "there are at least 
20 million classified documents, in­
cluding reproduced copies" in the De­
fense Department alone. 

Florence claimed that the classifica­
tion policy is unreasonable; that only 
one-half of one percent of the class­
ified documents actually involves na­
tional security. 

For example, Florence reported that 
a note written by one of the Defense 
Department service chiefs to other ser­
vice chiefs suggesting that too many 
documents were being classified "top 
secref' was itself stamped "top secret" 

That the New York Times was less 
than thorough in its revelations 
should surprise no one. The fact that 
in 1964 the Times chose to ignore 
evidence that Johnson had already 
planned to escalate the war while pos­
ing as the "peace'' candidate was sar­
castically noted by Barry Goldwater 
in a column published in the June 25 
Times. After saying that he expected 
that the Times would receive "many 
journalistic awards" for its Vietnam 
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series, Goldwater recommended an 
additional honor: 

"By the same token, I believe The 
New York Times deserves some kind 
of a booby prize for its failure to 
detect the intentions of the Johnson 
Administration during the Presidential 
campaign of 1964 .... 

"In the atmosphere that prevailed 
in 1964 I have a feeling that logic 
was not uppermost in the minds of 

people who were feverishly bent on 
the election of L. B. J." 

So far the Pentagon revelations have 
not involved the Nixon administration 
-the report does not go beyond 1968. 
But Nixon must certainly be uneasy 
about the precedent that has been set 
and about the increasing public de­
mand that the full truth be revealed. 
As Ellsberg himself aptly put it: 
"There's a lot more to come." 0 

Sino-Soviet Split Played a Role 

Secret Documents Show Pentagon 
Feared Spread of World Revolution 
By Allen Myers 

With the publication by various 
newspapers of documents from the 
Pentagon's study of the Indochina 
war, the claim of Secretary of State 
William Rogers that such publication 
might upset diplomatic relations be­
tween the U. S. and its allies becomes 
increasingly credible. 

Some of these allies might begin to 
suspect, to take just Ollie example, that 
Washington had worked out contin­
gency plans for overthrowing them 
similar to those actually used against 
Ngo Dinh Diem, the late unlamented 
"president'' of the Saigon regime. 

On June 22, the Chieago Sun-Times 
published secret papers that demon­
strated the Kennedy administration's 
backing of the coup that overthrew 
Diem on November 1, 1963. 

Among these documents was an Au­
gust 30, 1963, memorandum pre­
pared by Assistant SE:cretary of State 
Roger HUsman concerning "courses 
of action that Diem and Nhu [Ngo 
Dinh Nhu, Diem's brother] could take 
to maintain themselv«!s in power and 
the United States responses thereto." 

It is evident from HUsman's refer­
ences to "the coup group" that the plan­
ning of the coup was already well ad­
vanced when he wrote. He listed eleven 
actions Diem might tu.ke and the U. S. 
eounterstrategy for each. Number six, 
for example, read as follows: 

"DIEM-NHU MOVJ~: Political move 
toward the DRV [Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam] such as opening of neu­
tralization negotiations, or rumors 
and indirect threats of such a move. 

"U. S. RESPONSE: 
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"(A) Ambassador Lodge should 
give Diem a clear warning of the dan­
gers of such a course, and point out 
that its continued pursuit will lead to 
cessation of U. S. aid. 

"(B) Encourage the generals to 
move promptly with a coup. 

"(C) We should publicize to the 
world at an appropriate moment any 
threats or move by Diem or Nhu to­
ward the DRV in order to show the 
two-edged game they are playing and 
help justify publicly our counter­
actions. 

"(D) If the DRV threatens to respond 
to an anti-Diem coup by sending 
troops openly to South Vietnam, we 
should let it know unequivocally that 
we shall hit the DRV with all that is 
necessary to force it to desist. 

"(E) We should be prepared to take 
such military action." 

If Diem attempted to negotiate with 
"the coup group," HUsman advised, 
among other measures: 

"We should use, or encourage the 
coup group to use: Military measures 
to prevent any loyal forces outside 
Saigon from rallying to Diem's sup­
port. For example, we can jam radio 
communications between Diem and 
these forces and we can encourage 
interdiction of transportation by blow­
ing up bridges." 

"The documents show," Morton Kon­
dracke and Thomas B. Ross wrote in 
the Sun- Times, "that Kennedy decided 
at a National Security Council meet­
ing on Sept. 17, 1963, to put 'escala­
tory pressure' on Diem to get rid of 

his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu, chief of 
the secret police .... 

"The NSC also decided to send De­
fense Secretary Robert McNamara 
and Gen. Maxwell Taylor on a fact­
finding mission to Vietnam. 

"They reported back on Oct 2 and 
from that point, the documents indi­
cate, there was a growing consensus 
at the top of the Administration that 
it would not be possible to get rid of 
Nhu without also getting rid of Diem." 

The Pentagon study thus confirms 
what Americans opposed to the war 
said at the time. For example, fol­
lowing the coup, the revolutionary­
socialist weekly The Militant wrote in 
its November 11, 1963, issue: 

"The new regime, in another trans­
parent lie, denies that the U.S. was 
involved with the coup. Yet Washing­
ton has been seeking for months to 
persuade military officers to put an 
end to Diem's rule." 

"Embarrassed before the world by 
the Buddhist revolt," The Militant add­
ed, "Kennedy dumped Diem not so 
much because he was a tyrant as that 
he had become an unreliable one, un­
able to control his own oppressed peo­
ple." 

In fact, one of the major embar­
rassments for the U.S. government 
in the publication of the Pentagon doc­
uments is how often they confirm what 
the antiwar movement has been say­
ing all along. 

The "domino theory," which is still 
being invoked by Nixon, appears in 
the Pentagon study in its true form: 
the fear of the example that would be 
set by a successful revolution in South 
Vietnam. 

On January 22, 1964, General Max­
well Taylor, at that time chairman of 
the joint chiefs of staff, wrote in a 
memorandum to Robert MeN amara: 

"In a broader sense, the failure of 
our programs in South Vietnam 
would have heavy influence on the 
judgments of Burma, India, Indone­
sia, Malaysia, Japan, Taiwan, the Re­
public of Korea, and the Republic of 
the P.hilippines with respect to US du­
rability, resolution, and trustworthi­
ness. Finally, this being the first real 
test of our determination to defeat the 
communist wars of national liberation 
formula, it is not unreasonable to con­
clude that there would be a corre­
sponding unfavorable effect upon our 
image in Africa and in Latin Amer­
ica." 

McNamara himself, in a March 16, 
1964, memorandum to Johnson, was 
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'Follow That Car-And That One-And That One-' 

<if-·., •• 'Ji •••.• 

even more blunt. The heavy U.S. in­
volvement, he wrote, " ... accentuates 
the impact of a Communist South 
Vietnam not only in Asia, but in the 
rest of the world, where the South Viet­
nam conflict is regarded as a test case 
of U.S. capacity to help a nation 
meet a Communist 'war of liberation.'" 

As the New York Times commented 
in its summary of the material, " ... 
behind these foreign-policy axioms 
about domino effects, wars of libera­
tion and the containment of China, 
the study reveals a deeper perception 
among the President and his aides 
that the United States was now the 
most powerful nation in the world and 

.; that the outcome in South Vietnam 
would demonstrate the will and the 
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Herblock in the Washington Post 

ability of the United States to have 
its way in world affairs." 

One of the most interesting aspects 
of the Pentagon papers, and one that 
has been generally ignored by capital­
ist commentators, is the insight they 
give into the role of the Soviet Union 
and China in the warmakers' plans. 

The left wing of the antiwar move­
ment has consistently pointed out that 
Soviet and Chinese aid to Vietnam in 
quantities sufficient at least to match 
the U.S. escalations would have been 
the surest deterrent to further aggres­
sion by Johnson and Nixon. For ex­
ample, the March 5, 1965, issue of 
World Outlook [the former name of 
Intercontinental Press] declared: 

"The truth is ... that either of two 
immediate possible turns can cause 
the White House to hesitate and even 
retreat- a further rise in the revolu­
tion in South Vietnam or the sending 
of massive Soviet aid to North Viet­
nam. Either or both of these turns 
would not cause American imperialism 
to give up its long-range war plans, 
but it would cause the Washington 
warmongers to once again ask their 
electronic computers if this were not 
the wrong front at the wrong time, as 
they did in Korea." 

A week later, following the sending 
of U. S. marines to South Vietnam, 
World Outlook wrote: 

"This latest move taken by Johnson 
is another step in the 'escalation' 
through which the Pentagon is prob­
ing the defenses of North Vietnam, 
the People's Republic of China and, 
in the final analysis, the Soviet Union. 
The 'escalation' will proceed, accord­
ing to all indications, until the Penta­
gon feels that it has run up against 
solid resistance." 

The Pentagon papers published so 
far prove that the probable response 
of the Soviet Union and China was a 
major concern for the imperialist plan­
ners as they plotted the escalation of 
the war. The Sino-Soviet dispute nat­
urally encouraged them to take even 
more aggressive actions than would 
otherwise have been the case. 

In his January 22, 1964, memoran­
dum, Maxwell Taylor argued for re­
moval of "restrictions" on U.S. forces 
in Indochina, and indicated that this 
could be done without a counteresca­
lation by the workers states: 

"It appears probable that the eco­
nomic and agricultural disappoint­
ments suffered by Communist China, 
plus the current rift with the Soviets, 
could cause the communists to think 
twice about undertaking a large-scale 
military adventure in Southeast Asia." 

Two months later, on March 20, 
Johnson cabled Henry Cabot Lodge, 
the U.S. "ambassador" in Saigon, that 
he had decided to await a deepening of 
the Sino-Soviet split before openly at­
tacking North Vietnam: 

"There is additional international 
reason for avoiding immediate overt 
action in that we expect a showdown 
between the Chinese and Soviet Com­
munist parties soon and action 
against the North will be more prac­
ticable after than before a showdown." 

The limited aid that has been pro­
vided to North Vietnam by China and 
the Soviet Union was considered "ac-
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ceptable" by Washington as far back 
as 1965. In a Februs•ry 18, 1965, 
draft paper arguing for sustained 
bombing of North Vietnam, William 
Bundy wrote that litfi,e short of an 
attack on Chinese t1~rritory could 
bring Peking to intervene actively: 

"Communist China might supply ad­
ditional air defense equipment to the 
DRV, but we do not believe they would 
engage in air operations from Com­
munist China, at least up to the point 
where the MIGs in the DRV were en­
gaged and we had found it necessary 
to attack Fukien or possibly- if the 
MIGs had been moved there- Vinh." 
(Emphasis added.) 

Thus the unwillingnE:ss of the Mao 
government to take timely action to 
defend Vietnam had convinced one of 
Johnson's top advisers that it was 
safe to embark on a course that could 
lead to the bombing of China. 

As for the Soviet bureaucrats, Bun­
dy's analysis showed that they were 
expected to pursue "peaceful coex­
istence" at almost any cost: 

"The Soviets would supply air de­
fense equipment to the DRV and would 
continue to protest our air attacks in 
strong terms. However, we do not be­
lieve they would make any new com­
mitment at this stage, .and they would 
probably not do so even if the Chi­
corns [Chinese Communists] became 
even more deeply involved- provided 
that [we] were not ournelves attacking 
Communist China. At that point, the 
heat might get awfully great on them, 
and they would be in a very difficult 
postion to continue ac:tively working 
as Co-Chairman. However, their ap­
proach to the British on the eo-Chair­
manship certainly suggests that they 
woutd find some relief in starting to 
act in that role, and might use it as 
a hedge against furth,er involvement, 
perhaps pointing out to Hanoi that 
the Co-Chairman exE!rcise serves to 
prevent us from taking extreme ac­
tion and that Hanoi will get the same 
result in the end if a political track is 
operating and if, in fact, South Viet­
Nam keeps crumbling. They might 
also argue to Hanoi that the existence 
of the political track tends to reduce 
the chances of the Chicoms having 
to become deeply involved- which we 
believe Hanoi does not want unless 
it is compelled to accept it." 

Disclosures like thes.e are nearly as 
embarrassing to the bureaucracies of 
the workers states as they are to the 
American imperialists. Perhaps some 
of the Nixon administration's ex-
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pressed concern for the "confidential­
ity" of diplomatic messages is based 
on the fear that Peking and Moscow 
will be restrained by fear of further 

Cite Success of April 24 
mm.11--l~'H .! r:m:mr 

disclosures from providing Washing­
ton with such clear indications of their 
reluctance to oppose U.S. aggres­
sion. 0 

Unionists Back U.S. Antiwar Convention 

Twelve prominent labor union of­
ficials have issued a call to unionists 
throughout the United States to attend 
the July 2-4 national antiwar conven­
tion in New York City. 

The convention is sponsored by the 
National Peace Action Coalition 
(NPAC}, which organized the massive 
April 24 protests in Washington and 
San Francisco. All opponents of the 
war are free to attend and present their 
proposals for the strategy of the anti­
war movement. All decisions at the 
convention are decided democratically 
by majority vote. 

"The convention," the unionists said 
in their call, "will give us a chance to 
be in touch with other sections of the 
movement and to directly participate 
in the decision making. At the same 
time, as trade unionists we have spe­
cial concerns and problems. We will 
meet in the labor workshop to discuss 
ways of increasing labor participa­
tion, to work out the most effective 
methods of participation, as well as 
organization and structure for a peace 
movement within the trade unions 
which can collaborate and work side 
by side with other sections of the anti­
war movement." 

The union officials indicated that 
NPAC's demand for the immediate 
withdrawal of U.S. troops and its 
efforts to unite as many forces as 
possible around that demand had 
been a prime reason for their deci­
sion to participate in the convention: 

'We believe that the April 24 dem­
onstrations proved that the National 
Peace Action Coalition is capable of 
uniting large numbers of people on 
the basis of their common opposition 
to the war. It is a broadly based and 
democratically organized coalition 
with a completely responsible pro­
gram of action to which labor can 
easily relate. It has assembled a rep­
resentative leadership, including many 
from the trade union movement .... 

"On April 24 nearly a million Amer-

icans showed their opposition to the 
war in massive, legal and peaceful 
demonstrations. 

"For the first time in large num­
bers, trade unionists participated, un­
der union banners, demanding an im­
mediate end to the war and its disas­
trous domestic consequences. The 
myth of labor reaction and support 
for the war can no longer be main­
tained. 

"This fact could not have been lost 
on the Nixon administration, which 
understands what it means when or­
ganized labor, with it~ tremendous po­
litical power and economic weight, ac­
tively joins the fight to end the war. 
Nor was it lost to the hundreds of 
thousands of young people, Blacks, 
Brown, Chicano, Women and peace 
activists who look to labor to play a 
decisive role." 

The call was signed by Victor Reu­
ther, director of the international de­
partment of the United Au to Workers; 
Murray Findley, vice president of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers; Art 
Carter, president of the Contra Costa 
[California] Labor Council; Moe 
Foner, executive secretary, Local1199 
[New York], Drug and Hospital Work­
ers; Anthony Mazzocchi, legislative di­
rector, Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers; David Livingston, president, 
District 65 [New York], National 
Council of Distributive Workers; Har­
old Gibbons, international vice pres­
ident,. International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters; Abe Feinglass, vice presi­
dent, Amalgamated Meatcutters and 
Butcher Workmen; Dick Niebur, in­
ternational vice president, United Elec­
trical, Radio and Machine Workers 
(UE); Bob Kasen, public relations 
director, Alliance for Labor Action; 
Raoul Teilhet, president, California 
Federation of Teachers; and Mae Mas­
sie, civil rights director, International 
Union of Electrical, Radio and Ma­
chine Workers (IUE). 0 
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Spurred by Pentagon Papers ican prisoners ofwar .... " 

Senate Approves 'Antiwar' Amendment 

The White House responded to pas­
sage of the Mansfield bill by pointing 
out that it was "not binding," indicat­
ing Nixon's intention of rejecting even 
minor concessions to the overwhelm­
ing antiwar sentiment of the American 
people. 

By a vote of 57 to 42, the United 
States Senate on June 22 approved an 
"antiwar" amendment introduced by 
majority leader Mike Mansfield. 

The Mansfield amendment is by far 
the mildest of several legislative pro­
posals by which members of Congress 
have hoped to distance themselves 
from the war in the eyes of the voters 
without interfering with American im­
perialism's goals in Indochina. Its 
passage nevertheless reflects a defeat 
for Nixon and a recognition by these 
capitalist politicians that publication 
of the secret Pentagon study on the 
Vietnam war is likely to give a fresh 
spur to massive demonstrations de­
manding immediate and uncondition­
al U. S. withdrawal. 

Canada 

Mansfield's amendment, which must 
still be passed by the House of Repre­
sentatives and signed by Nixon, 
"urges and requests the President" to 
set" ... a final date for the withdrawal 
from Indochina of all military forces 
of the United States contingent upon 
the release of all American prisoners 
of war held by the Government of 
North Vietnam and forces allied with 
such Government, such date to be not 
later than nine months after the date 
of enactment of this act." 

The amendment also asks Nixon to 
negotiate a cease-fire and "a series 
of phased and rapid withdrawals of 
United States military forces from In­
dochina in exchange for a correspond­
ing series of phased releases of Amer-

The Senate and the House both havt> 
the power to end the war simply by 
cutting off the funds for it. The fact 
that they prefer instead to issue vague 
requests to the chief warmaker only 
confirms the view that the antiwar 
movement cannot depend on the con­
gressional "doves." It must rely on its 
own power, and mobilize mass dem­
onstrations to bring the war to an 
end. D 

Progress in Manila 

Although the Philippines is not a highly 
industrialized country, it has a high level 
of air and water pollution, according to 
a Reuters dispatch in the June 8 Los 
Angeles Times. 

Conference Set to End War Complicity 

The problem is most severe in the Ma­
nila area. The Pasig River, which flows 
through the city, has been declared dead, 
and the Marikina River, which supplies 
part of the city's drinking water, is used 
by at least thirty-seven factories as a sew­
er for dumping industrial wastes. 

"The publication by the New York 
Times of a Pentagon study of how the 
U. S. entered the Vietnam war proves 
categorically the claim by the Cana­
dian anti-war movement that succes­
sive Canadian governments, including 
the present one, are guilty of conscious 
and premeditated complicity in U.S. 
aggression in Indochina. 

" ... The government has lied to 
the citizens of Canada. Canada's 
claim to neutrality in South East Asia, 
as a member of the International Con­
trol Commission (ICC), has been ex­
posed as a fraud." 
· The Canadian antiwar movement 
has responded to the New York Times 
revelations with plans to mobilize 
more Canadians than ever before 
against their government's complicity 
in the war. The quotation above is 
from a statement issued by George 
Addison, executive secretary of the 
Vietnam Mobilization Committee 
(VMC) in Toronto, announcing ana­
tional antiwar conference "to plan a 
new cross-Canada offensive against 
Canadian complicity and for the with­
drawal of U.S. troops." 

The conference, Addison said, "will 
be the broadest, most representative 
gathering of anti-war activists yet, 
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with the strength to build a fall of­
fensive which can begin the process 
of forcing the Trudeau Government 
to end its criminal and genocidal com­
plicity." D 

Still Available 

Air pollution has reached such a point 
that the Bureau of Health Services re­
cently warned against lingering in the 
Plaza Miranda because of the high con­
centration of gases from automobile ex­
hausts. D 
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Secret Message ·to Bandaranaike Regime 

Chou Offers Guns to Help Wipe Out Rebels in Ceylon 

On June 17 the B andaranaike re­
gime declassified "top secref' docu­
ments providing further evidence of 
the lengths to which the Mao regime 
has gone in backing the effort to crush 
the rebellion in Ceylon. 

An opposition speaker in the Ceylon 
Senate had charged that the recent 
loan granted by the Chinese govern­
ment to Ceylon was "conscience mon­
ey," presumably to eompensate for 
stirring up the rebellion or for pro­
viding it with material aid. 

Chelliah Kumarasurier, the minister 
of posts and telecommunications, re­
sponded by stating that he had been 
given permission by Bandaranaike to 
read out some "top sec:ref' documents. 
The June 24 Ceylon News gave the 
following account of the revelations: 

"Mr. Kumara·surier read out a telex 
message sent by Ceylon's Ambassa­
dor in China on 5-1-71 saying that 
he had read newspaper reports of the 
refusal of the World Bank and the 
IMF on the loan taken, and that it 
was possible to obtain substantial aid 
from China in view of the excellent 
relations existing between the two 
countries. He also read further mes­
sages that passed between the Ceylon 
Government and the Ceylon Embassy 
in this connection. 

"He then read a letter sent by Cey­
lon's Ambassador on a talk he had 
with the Chinese Prim(! Minister [Chou 
En-lai]. 

"In his letter the Ambassador had 
said that the Chinese Prime Minister 
was highly worried and concerned 
about the developments in Ceylon, es­
pecially with regard to suspicions that 
Chinese arms were being smuggled in 
crates that were delivered at the con­
struction site of the Bandaranaike 
Memorial Hall. 

"The Chinese Prime Minister had 
also said that the Che Guevara move­
ment* was a new movement which 

* The reference is to the Janatha Vimuk­
thi Per am una (People's ·Liberation Front). 
The label "Che Guevara Movemenf' ema­
nated from the government For the 
Kremlin's version of the uprising and 
the repression, see Intercontinental Press, 
June 7, p. 515. For more on Peking's 
attitude, see Intercontinental Press, June 
14, p. 541. -IP 
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China disapproved of. He had de­
scribed it as a counter revolutionary 
movement aimed at deceiving the 
masses and disrupting the Govern­
ment. China, he had said, disapproved 
of the theories of Che Guevara. 

"Mr. Chou En-lai had also referred 
to the expulsion of two CIA agents 
from Ceylon, and said that the 
CIA was adopting new tactics of 
ultra leftism. He had described the 
Che Guevara movement as a counter 
revolutionary movement and ex­
pressed surprise how a left govern­
ment in Ceylon could be attacked by 
counter revolutionaries. He had also 

Kenya 

said that China had had good re­
lations with the governments of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bandaranaike. 

"The Chinese Prime Minister had 
also expressed regret that China was 
unable to provide military aid to Cey­
lon as Chinese ships carrying arms 
to Tanzania had left Colombo before 
Ceylon's request was made. Mr. Chou 
En-lai had said that China could give 
both financial and military aid to the 
Ceylon Government. The Chinese Pre­
mier in conclusion had promised 
wholehearted support to the Ceylon 
Government, saying, 'Whom else can 
we support in Ceylon except the Gov­
ernment of Mrs. Bandaranaike'." D 

Government Claims Conspiracy Broken 

Twelve persons accused of pllotting 
to overthrow the government of Jomo 
Keny atta were sentenced in Nairobi 
June 8. The twelve, who were reported 
to have confessed, received prison 
terms ranging from seven to nine and 
a half years. 

The trial was widely regarded as 
preparing the way for charges to be 
brought against high government of­
ficials. None of those sentenced June 
8 was considered to be in a position 
to carry out a coup. 

In describing the alleged conspir­
acy to the court, the prosecutor was 
reported to have mentioned the names 
of armed forces chief of staff General 
J. M. L. Ndolo and the widow of Tom 
Mboya, the union leader who was 
assassinated in 1969. The twelve were 
said to have believed that Ndolo was 
a party to their plot. 

On June 10, Kenyatta's government 
announced the arrest of Gideon Mu­
tiso, a member of parliament. Mutiso 
was alleged to be the person assigned 
to recruit Ndolo to the plot. 

The prosecutor charged that the con­
spirators had sought to enlist the aid 
of Tanzanian President Julius Nyerere, 
who refused their request. Two ofthose 

JOMO KENYATTA 

sentenced, Joseph Owino and Bene- ·'­
diet Aooko, were arrested by Tan­
zanian police. D 
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Italy 

Elections Show Increased Fascist Danger 

Rome 
Elections were held in Italy June 

13-14 for some city and provincial 
councils, as well as for the Sicilian 
regional assembly. Because of the po­
litical juncture and because about one­
fifth of the total electorate was in­
volved, the elections aroused consid­
erable interest, even though the areas 
involved-mainly in Southern Italy 
-are probably out of step with much 
of the central part of the country and 
the North. 

The following parties participated in 
the elections on a wide scale: the PCI 
[Partito Comunista Italiano- Italian 
Communist party], PSIUP [Partito So­
cialista Italiano d' U nita Proletaria­
Italian Socialist party of Proletarian 
Unity, the section of Italian Social 
Democracy committed to the alliance 
with the CP], the PSI [Partito Social­
ista Italiano- Italian Socialist party, 
considered to be to the "left" of Social 
Democracy internationally, like the 
Swedish and Finnish parties], the 
PSDI [Partito Socialista Democratico 
Italiano- Italian Democratic Socialist 
party, a grouping that split from the 
PSI in 1969 because of the latter's 
"receptivity" to the Communists], the 
DC [Democrazia Cristiana- Christian 
Democracy], the PRI [Partito Re­
pubblicano Italiano- Italian Repub­
lican party, a left liberal group simi­
lar to others in Europe that try to 
offer a "progressive" alternative to the 
traditional working-class and bour­
geois parties], the PLI [Partito Lib­
erale Italiano- Italian Liberal t>arty, 
an anticlerical bourgeois-democratic 
party like the PRI but more closely 
linked to the bourgeoisie], the PDIUM 
[Partito Democratico Italiano d'Unita 
Monarchica- Italian Democratic par­
ty of Monarchist Unity, a grouping 
that favors the return of the king], 
and the MSI [Movimento Sociale Itali­
ano- Italian Social Movement, the 
neofascists]. 

In order to give a clearer picture of 
the party lineup, the following facts 
should be noted: 

1. The PSIUP has been crisis-ridden 
for three years because of its leader­
ship's refusal to move to the left of 
the PCI and to criticize the Stalinist 
regime. At a time when the PCI itself 
has assumed an "autonomous" attitude 
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toward the Soviet bureaucracy, the 
PSIUP has tended objectively to be­
come a substitute spokesman for Mos­
cow. This policy has resulted in nota­
ble defections, even at the leadership 
level. 

2. Although remaining an essential 
component of the center-left govern­
ment, since the 1969 split the PSI has 
sought to improve its relations with the 
Communists. It has done this both by 
cooperating more with the Commu­
nists at the local government level and 
by officially proposing a policy of 
"more advanced equilibria," that is, 
b'y declaring its willingness to accept 
Communist support and collabora­
tion. 

3. The DC has been perennially torn 
by deep divisions between a left wing, 
which also favors a receptive attitude 
toward the Communists, and an ex­
tremely conservative right wing. In 
the last phases of the campaign, it 
tried to give the appearance of uniting 
on a rightist position, for fear of los­
ing votes among its reactionary elec­
toral following. 

4. The present ruling majority is 
made up of the DC, the PSI, and the 
PSDI, with the PRI supporting the 
government from outside the cabinet. 
The disparate composition of this bloc 
means that it is all the government 
can do to maintain a shaky equilib­
rium. The coalition partners are un­
able to achieve a unified line on the 
main questions of interest to the pub­
lic. 

The left wing backs a reform pol­
icy, which is supported from the out­
side by the unions and the PC I itself. 
The PSDI is the main supporter of a 
conservative, repressive policy, but it 
cannot find sufficient backing to carry 
it forward. The government oscillates 
continually back and forth between 
these two policies. 

Of course, in order to interpret the 
election results correctly we need to 
know the economic and political con­
text in which they occurred. So a brief 
explanation of the conditions at the 
time the vote was held is required: 

As is well known, Italy has experi­
enced a wave of economic and po­
litical struggles over the last three 
years that is unprecedented in the post­
war period. This phase began in early 

1968 with the eruption of a student 
movement similar in its characteristics 
to those in other European countries 
and in the United States. The radi­
calization continued in the fall of the 
same year with the opening up of 
workers' struggles over the renewal 
of national labor contracts. 

In the following year, struggles de­
veloped at the industry level among 
the largest and most militant cate­
gories, such as the metalworkers. 
These contingents started up a wave 
of strikes and demonstrations, both in 
the streets and in the factories, which 
was marked by an extremely high 
level of mobilization and combativity. 

Following the example of the work­
ers, numerous petty-bourgeois groups 
(state employees, small tradesmen, 
white-collar workers in the service in­
dustries, etc.) mobilized successively 
in struggles demanding- in various 
forms- a better standard of living. 

This radicalization did not culmi­
nate in a revolutionary crisis like the 
French May. But the breadth of these 
economic struggles, combined with the 
inadequacy of essential social services 
(housing, health, education, etc.), ob­
jectively raised a more general po­
litical problem. The regime itself was 
put in question. And the challenge 
contained clearly anticapitalist ele­
ments. 

The unions and the left parties did 
everything they could, not only to 
prevent the ranks from taking a hand 
in running their own struggles, but to 
keep the conflict strictly nonpolitical. 
Despite all these efforts, embryonic 
forms of dual power arose spontane­
ously (e.g., the factory delegates). 

The resentments and frustrations of 
the Southern Italian population ex­
ploded with particular- violence. The 
South of Italy is still a vast, heavily 
populated, underdeveloped territory. 
Its income levels are one-third to one­
fourth that of the North. Moreover, 
it has an extremely high rate of un­
employment and a strong outflow of 
emigration to other areas of Italy and 
abroad. 

In the South, more than anywhere 
else, there has been a spontaneous 
tendency to see the "system" as the 
enemy and to demand not "reforms" 
but a real radical change. For months 
on end, a Southern city, Reggio di 
Calabria, has been the scene of a 
virtual insurrection. 

In view of the picture briefly out­
lined here, how should we interpret 
the results of the June 13 elections? 
First of all, we should note the 
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changes in the perce~ntage of votes 
won by the various parties, as com-
pared with what they got in the same 
area in the June 1970 regional elec-
lions: 

1970 1971 Shift 
PCI 25.0 21.1 
PCI-PSIUP 3.2 
PSI UP 3.4 _bQ 

Total 28.4 26.3 -2.1 

DC 35.2 31.0 -4.2 
PSI 10.3 11.0 +0.7 
PSDI 6.7 7.8 + 1.1 
PRI 4.0 4.2 +0.2 
PLI 5.7 3.5 -2.2 
PDIUM 1.2 1.0 -0.2 
MSI 8.2 13.9 +5.7 

It is clear from this table that the 
fascist MSI increased its strength 
markedly at the exp1mse of the other 
rightist groupings (the PL I and 
PDIUM) and the DC. 

The left (the PCI allld PSIUP) came 
out of the elections weakened, with its 
losses going to the :~mailer coalition 
parties. 

In reality, for a more correct judg­
ment of the meaning of the vote, and 
most importantly on1~ that can give us 
some indication of the way the masses 
are moving, it is essential to break 
down the results by regions. A total 
of 5,910,747 ballots were cast. Of 
these, 10.83% were c:ast in the North 
(including 9.04% in Genoa), 49.52% 
in Sicily and anothE~r three Southern 
centers, 33.24% in Rome, and 6.42% 
in other Southern Central cities. 

Because of the great disparities in 
the economic and political situations 
in the North, Cente:r, and South, it 
would make no sense to extrapolate 
such a poll to the country as a whole. 
Only 10% of the vote came from the 
North, which accounts for more than 
half of the country's population. More­
over, Sicily, which 1represents a little 
more than 8% of the population and 
which has peculiar fE~atures (which the 
bourgeois administration has recog­
nized, moreover, by making the is­
land a region "with ;a special status"), 
contributed 40.34% of the vote. 

The results in Genoa give an ex­
ample of the trend among the North­
ern voters. The PC:I maintained its 
positions. The PSIUP vote was cut 
in half. The government parties im­
proved their positions by a few points, 
with the PSI standing out as the big­
gest gainer. On the other hand, the 
MSI vote rose from 4.5% to 5.5%, 
with the increase coming exclusively 
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at the expense of the other rightist 
parties, whose losses, moreover, ex­
ceeded the MSI gains. 

From the results in Genoa, con­
firmed by those in the other Northern 
municipalities, it can be concluded first 
of all that the overall shift was slight. 
Secondly, it can be seen that a part of 
the electorate- already rightist-orient­
ed -is becoming more belligerent and 
going over openly to the fascists, who 
still represent a small minority, how­
ever, as they do throughout the North. 
But the most important thing these 
results showed was that the left wing 
of the coalition is beginning, although 
slowly, to make inroads into the 
strength of the parliamentary far-left, 
winning votes from the PSIUP and 
the PCI (whose losses were compen­
sated by its own gains from the 
PSIUP). 

This development indicates that a 
part of the poor voters, mobilized by 
the left parties and unions in their 
campaign for "reforms," may be be­
ginning to look toward those forces, 
which, because they are in the govern­
ment, are believed to have some in­
fluence on decision making. What this 
means in substance is that the PCI's 
committing itself to "participate in the 
system," to support the left wing of 
the government bloc, compels it in 
fact to enter the government appara­
tus. 

Of course, the PCI's willingness to 
take the final step to the right does 
not mean that Italian political con­
ditions will permit it. The radicaliza­
tion of the right suggests that a "new 
majority" (including the PCI) will run 
into enormous difficulties and provoke 
reactions which cannot be disre­
garded. 

The result in Rome was almost the 
same as in Genoa. The PCI increased 
its vote by 0.1% over last year, but 
the PSIUP vote dropped from 2.6% 
to 1.6%. The government parties 
gained a few points, but not the DC. 
The fascist vote went from 10.7% to 
15.6%, with almost all the increase 
coming from the other rightist par­
ties. The social composition of the 
electorate in the capital is predomi­
nantly petty bourgeois. As a result 
the right-wing total increased by 1.4%, 
probably reflecting a shift of the law­
and-order voters weary of the agita­
tion in recent years and perhaps 
frightened by the national demonstra­
tion in Rome called by the unions 
shortly before the elections, in which 

150,000 workers from all over Italy 
participated 

In Rome the MSI seems to have 
gained votes also in the borgate, the 
belt of subproletarian slums that sur- '­
rounds the city. These communities 
have recently been the scene of sharp 
struggles and confrontations with the 
police, chiefly over building occupa­
tions by shack-dwellers. Since there 
are still no breakdowns of the vote 
by area, this report is unconfirmed. 
If it turns out to be true, it would 
indicate that the rise of the fascist 
vote in Rome was partly a result of 
the same phenomenon occurring in 
the South, which will be considered 
further on. 

Thus, the returns in Rome and 
Genoa reveal two main trends: ( 1) a 
certain weakening of the p arliamen­
tary far-left; (2) reinforcement of the 
far right at the expense of the other 
rightist parties. The second trend, of 
course, is not a matter of indifference. 
It implies that sectors of the bour­
geoisie have chosen different political 
tactics. Correspondingly, this requires 
tactical shifts on the part of the work­
ers. But the shift does not represent 
a substantial change in the relation­
ship of class forces. Nor does it mean 
the development of mass support for 
a policy of open repression. 

The election results in the South, 
on the other hand, indicate that the 
extreme right has the ability to win 
a mass base through demagogic de­
nunciations of the system, defying the 
laws, and openly attacking the regime. 
It is precisely the returns in Sicily 
and the other areas in the South that 
are most disturbing because (after the 
events in Reggio Calabria) they con­
firm the possibility of the fascists win­
ning a mass base in the South, in the 
subproletariat, and among the most 
poverty-stricken masses. 

In Sicily the combined vote of the 
PCI and the PSIUP dropped 1.3%. 
But this time the PSIUP was not the 
only loser. In the districts where the 
PCI ran alone, it also lost votes. The 
government parties other than the DC 
scored no gains. Altogether the coali-
tion parties' vote increased by only 
0.1%. The MSI vote rose from 7.2% 
to 16.4%, an increase of 9.2%, while 
the other rightist parties (PLI and 
PDIUM) lost only 1.9%. The fascists 
thus garnered a protest vote of 7% 
against the center-left government, 
which among other things, is linked -_ 
to the Mafia. In a situation of social 
decomposition such as exists in the 
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South, the PCI is not only not making 
any gains. Its vote is on the decline. 
It is incapable of attracting the pro­
test vote of the poor strata. 

In Bari the PCI vote dropped from 
20.7% to 15.9%; the PSI UP vote from 
3.1% to 2.4%. In Ascoli Piceno the 
PCI vote was cut from 20.4% to 
14.9%. In Foggia it dropped by 2%. 
Throughout the South, the trend was 
toward a shift in the relationship of 
class forces. 

Tired of promises of reform, of a 
"Southern" policy that has only 
increased the disparity between North 
and South, the subproletariat, the un­
employed, the disinherited masses rec­
ognize the logic of the PCI's "partici­
pation" in the capitalist system. Be 
cause they are declassed, these masses 
have become disoriented. Unlike the 
workers in the North, they have react­
ed to the pressures of the social crisis 
by becoming the pawns of demagogic 
and reactionary maneuvers. 

Of course, the changes that have oc­
curred in the Italian social and eco­
nomic structure in the postwar period 
have markedly. reduced the specific 
weight of the Southern masses (as well 
as the absolute number of people in 
the South). Thus, it cannot be sup­
posed that this phenomenon will up­
set the balance of forces on a national 
scale. But although there is an army 
of socialist-oriented workers and al­
though the fascists are blocked in the 
Northern cities, this cannot overshad­
ow the gravity of the fact that for the 
first time, if only in part of the coun­
try, the fascists have ceased to be an 
association of "old comrades" and be­
come a mass party. 

The major responsibility for this 
state of affairs falls obviously on the 
parties of the reformist left, which have 
been incapable of rallying and leading 
the protest of a large part of the poor 
population against the capitalist sys­
tem. In fact. these parties have become 
the defenders of this system, with some 
of them joining the bourgeois govern­
ment and others wanting to. (The PCI 
has gone to the point of publishing 
a manifesto claiming that it is the par­
ty of "real law and order.") 

But the so-called extraparliamentary 
extreme-left bears no small part of the 
responsibility as well. It is still inca­
pable of offering an alternative rally­
ing point to the left It is still frag­
mented into a myriad of sects and 
splinter groups, sometimes on the ba­
sis of principled differences, but some­
times also merely because of petty­
bourgeois ultraleftism. 0 
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Piracy and Pornography 

U.S. Seized Cuban Boats on High Seas 
Four Cuban fishermen now confined 

in a Florida jail were thirty-five miles 
from U.S. territory when they were 
arrested on charges of illegally fish­
ing inside the U.S. twelve-mile limit, 
according to a description of the inci­
dent in the June 6 English-language 
Weekly Review of Granma, official or­
gan of the Cuban Communist party 
central committee. 

Eight fishermen in four smallhoats 
were seized by U. S. Coast Guard ves­
sels on May 26. Four of the fisher­
men were released on May 31. The 
others were taken in chains into a 
Florida court June 9 and were each 
sentenced to six months in prison and 
a $1 0, 000 fine. 

The boats seized were operating as 
part of a fleet from two mother ships, 
the Lambda 110 and Lambda 107, 
Granma reported. The latter were an­
chored thirty-five miles west of the 
Dry Tortugas, the nearest U. S. ter­
ritory. The American government's ac­
count of the incident placed the small 
boats twenty-four miles distant from 
their mother ships. 

"This is impossible," Granma noted, 
"since the diesel-powered 16-foot boats 
have an autonomy of four or five 
hours and can only travel three miles 
from the mother ships." 

Moreover, the seizure of the boats 
was clearly visible to personnel 
aboard the Lambda 110 and Lambda 
107. Granma reported that Captain 
Jose Antonio Castilla Napoles radioed 
the following account of the attack on 
the Cuban fleet: 

"We are finishing the work of taking 
in the line after lunch; we saw the 
[U.S. Coast Guard] cutter leave the 
Sondero 28 and Lambda 41, heading 
toward us at full speed (after having 
spent the entire morning sailing in 
circles around us). It was doing 15 
miles an hour. It reached the group 
of our boats, coming alongside two 
or three of the boats that were close 
together. We saw one of our boats 
approach the cutter and then draw 
away, the boat crew refusing to tie 
up to the cutter. 

"We saw them lower four speedboats, 
and hurriedly tie up ours, our men 
being taken aboard their boats. ·Their 

boats sailed off with ours to the west 
and the cutter remained in this posi-
tion .... 

'We'll remain here until the prob­
lem is resolved and will continue fish­
ing. At no time have those s.o. b.'s 
come here to talk to the captain of 
the boat, and if they don't come here 
and tell us why they have hijacked 
our boats on international waters 
we'll stay here and await orders to 
see if we go and get them. We are 
outraged over this shameless act of 
banditry by imperialism, and we want 
it clearly understood that we'll stay 
here fishing 35 miles west of the Tor­
tugas Light. Let it be known that we 
do not agree with or allow any bas­
tard to keep us from fishing in inter­
national waters, which are free for 
all." 

The account of one of the four fish­
ermen released May 31 indicated that 
the U. S. government had hoped to 
top off its acts of piracy with a propa­
ganda victory by intimidating or en­
ticing some of the Cubans into re­
maining in the United States. Jesus 
Font Pedroso told Granma: 

"One of them [the U.S. sailors], who 
is from California, said they were go­
ing to shoot all eight of us during 
the night. They kept us covered with 
a machine gun while we were being 
taken to Florida .... 

"When the Czechoslovak consul was 
present, we were treated better, but 
when he wasn't we were treated badly 
by the officers. At the insistence of the 
Consul we were taken to another ship, 
because conditions on the one where 
we were being held were very bad. 

"They brought us clothes and maga­
zines with pictures of nude women 
and showed us cars, asking us if we 
had cars in Cuba, if Cuba was the 
same as Florida, if we liked the Unit­
ed States. They asked us to stay and 
not return to Cuba. 

"We replied that though we didn't 
have cars we'd return to Cuba. 'We 
were born in Cuba and we are revo­
lutionaries' we said." 0 

Young at Heart 
The birthday of President Tito is cele­

brated in Yugoslavia as "Youth Day." 
Tito is seventy-nine. 
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Despite Lack of ~Neapons 

Bengali Liberation Army Fighting Partisan War 
Calcutta 

The partisans known as the Mukti 
Fouj in East Bengal are estimated at 
about 30,000 men at present. Of these 
at least 20,000 are former personnel 
of the East Pakistani Rifles ( EPR), 
the Bengal Regiment (BR), and the 
auxiliary forces 'like the police, An­
sars, and Mujjahids. About 10,000 
newly trained guerrillas have joined 
the Fouj since April- mostly students 
and youth who crossed into India 
as refugees. Another 30,000 guerrillas 
are under training. 

Four former majors of the EPR and 
BR are providing the general com­
mand for the Fouj: Majors Zia-ur­
Rehman (Chittagong-Comilla region), 
Usman (Nadia-24 Paaragana re­
gion), Khaled Musharaf (Meghalaya­
Assam region), and Shafi Ullah 
(North Bengal region). The entire 
border of Bangia Desh is divided into 
fifteen sectors for operational and re­
cruitment purposes. 

The Fouj is not in physical posses­
sion of any big area in East Bengal. 
It has withdrawn into the borders for 
tactical reasons. Its main strategy is 
of guerrilla action- hit and run. Since 
the Pakistani army, estimated at about 
60,000 combat troopu, is concentrated 
only in major cities, cantonments, and 
towns, the Fouj has, easy access to 
vast rural areas. There are about 62,-
000 villages in Bangl.a Desh, of which 
about 30,000 have been fully or par­
tially destroyed by thE! Pakistani army. 

The Fouj commanders claim that 
with their present stnmgth and equip­
ment they can easily capture some 
districts like Sylhet, Gomilla, Mymen­
singh, or Kushtia, but they cannot 
retain control of these areas against 
a concentrated attack by the Paki­
stani army without heavy mortars, 
artillery, and antiairc:raft guns to meet 
aerial bombings. 

The Mukti Fouj has the support of 
more than 80 percent of the Bengali 
population despite the attempts by the 
army to strike terror among the peo­
ple. This support is the main strength 
of the Fouj. The Pakistani army is 
surrounded by an entirely hostile pop­
ulation of Bengali-1~peaking people. 
Non-Bengalis who might help the ar­
my constitute less than 5 percent of 
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the population, but are concentrated 
in big urban centres. 

The army is subjected to constant 
harassment by guerrillas. A number 
of soldiers are killed by partisans al­
most daily. Means of communication 
between different districts have been 
disrupted. Agricultural and industrial 
operations have almost come to a 
standstill. The army has failed to cre­
ate even the semblance of a civil ad­
ministration with the help of quislings. 

Judging from a purely military 
point of view, the Fouj has enough 
strength and organisational sweep to 
win the liberation war, provided: ( 1) 
it is able to replenish its stock of arms 
and ammunition, and (2) India con­
tinues to provide shelter and food sup­
plies to the guerrillas. The Fouj com­
manders, who owe allegiance to the 
Awami League politically, are afraid 
that the five million refugees who have 
crossed into India might create po­
litical problems for them with the In­
dian authorities. 

The Fouj can establish a base in 
''liberated territory" inside East Ben­
gal if it is supplied with an adequate 
number of fighter planes and antiair­
craft guns, which they do not pos­
sess at present. They have small weap-

ons, some supplied by India and 
the bulk captured from the Pakistani 
army. If the Bangia Desh government 
is recognised by India or any of the 
"major powers," the character of the 
freedom struggle will change rapidly. 
But the fighting forces do not feel de­
moralised because of the apathy 
shown by various governments in re­
lation to their struggle. 

The Awami League of Sheik Muji­
bur Rahman still commands the sup­
port of the majority of the people in 
Bangla Desh, although most of the 
leaders of the party elected to the N a­
tiona! and Provincial Assemblies fled 
the country after the army operations 
began. Some of them, including Mu­
jib, are in prison. 

As a party committed to parliamen­
tary methods, the Awami League was 
totally unprepared for the situation 
created by the brutal armed confron­
tation. It was not at all acquainted 
with the techniques of partisan war­
fare, unlike parties such as the Com­
munist party of East Bengal [CPEB] 
(pro-Moscow), which has been banned 
since 1952; the leftist National Awami 
party (NAP) led by Professor Muzaf­
far Ahmed; the National Awami party 
led by Maulana Bhashani; and the 

Nixon Sends Arms to Yohya 
The Nixon administration has 

continued to provide arms to the 
Yahya Khan dictatorship, despite 
an officially proclaimed embargo 
on such assistance. 

Tad Szulc disclosed in the June 
22 New York Times that the 
Pakistani ship Padma was leaving 
New York loaded with U.S. mili­
tary equipment. In the next few 
days, it was revealed that at least 
two other ships had carried weap­
ons from the United States to Kara­
chi since March 25, the day on 
which the arms ban supposedly 
went into effect. The cargoes have 
included ammunition and spare 
parts for the aircraft, armored ve­
hicles, and jeeps- all of which are 

being used against the Bengali re­
sistance movement. 

The Nixon administration at­
tempted to brush aside the disclo­
sures by cynically denying the ob­
vious. Szulc reported in the June 
27 Times: 

"For three days, State Department 
spokesmen and newsmen argued 
over the official claim that ammuni­
tion was not a 'lethal' item. This 
stemmed from an earlier State De­
partment admission that the mili­
tary sales to Pakistan, confined to 
'nonlethal' items, included ammu­
nition. On the third day, a reporter 
asked: 'When does ammunition be­
come lethal?' The State Department 
spokesman replied: 'This is a theo­
logical question.'" 
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various Maoist groups (that have 
broken with Maulana Bhashani), 
which have worked underground for 
many years. 

All these parties are actively par­
ticipating in the resistance movement. 
Maulana Bhashani, once considered 
pro-Peking (though not a Marxist), 
is unconditionally supporting the lead­
ership of Sheik Mujib. The CPEB, led 
by Moni Singh (recently liberated by 
Mukti Fouj from Rajashahi jail), and 
the NAP of Professor Ahmed have 
been demanding the formation of a 
"National Liberation Front" of all the 
partisan forces. The proposal for a 
front is being resisted by the bour­
geois leadership of the Awami League 
so far, on the ground that it is the only 
democratically elected leadership ofthe 
people that could constitute a govern­
ment. 

Inside Bangia Desh, however, all­
party resistance committees, known as 
"Sangharsh Samities," have been 
formed at different levels. Initially on­
ly the supporters of the Awami League 
were allowed to join the Mukti Fouj, 
but now all those who want to join 
are encouraged. 

The Indian government preferred to 
deal only with the Awami League, 
for obvious political reasons. New 
Delhi's policy has been that of "con­
taining" the B angla Desh revolution 
within the framework of bourgeois 
property relations. 

There are three known "pro-Chinese" 
groups in East Bengal. Until recently, 
all of them were working inside the 
NAP led by Maulana Bhashani. In 
fact, Mohamed Toaha, leader of the 
Maoist group known as the Commu­
nist party of East Pakistan (Marxist­
Leninist) [CPEP(ML)], the counterpart 
of the Communist party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist), was the general 
secretary of Bhashani's NAP. His 
group broke with the parent organisa­
tion when Bhashani decided to put 
up some candidates to contest the 
1970 general elections. Toaha fa­
voured boycotting the elections. 

The Toaha group appears to be 
taking a "neutralist" stand in the pres­
ent war. It has not openly supported 
the Yahya regime, as the Chinese gov­
ernment has done. The group char­
acterises Sheik Mujib as an American 
agent and a bourgeois leader, and 
has accused him of sabotaging the 
class struggle by raising the seces­
sionist demand for an independent 
Bangia Desh. The Toaha group is 
said to be active in Sylhet and My-
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mensingh districts in the north, where 
Bhashani is also powerful. 

There are two other pro-Chinese 
groups, both calling themselves Com­
munist party of East Bengal- one led 
by Matin Allauddin, a 42-year-old 
peasant leader who seems to have 
some base among the peasantry and 
industrial workers in the Pabna area. 
The other group is led by Kazi Jafer 
and Rashid Khan Menon, and has 
some influence among workers, but 
more among students in Dacca and 
Chittagong districts. 

The Jafer-Menon group controls the 
Chhatra (Student Union) of EastPaki­
stan, as opposed to a rival Student 
Union led by Mrs. Motia Chaudhary 
(belonging to the CPEB). Thelargest 
student organisation, the Chhatra 
League, is led by the Awami League. 
Both of these one-time Maoist groups 
are now extremely critical of the Chi­
nese leadership and are supporting the 
liberation war. Political differences di­
viding these groups are not clearly 
known as yet. 

As an old colleague of Suhrawardy 
and Fazlul Haque, Bhashani com­
mands great popularity among the 
peasantry. But he has no organisa­
tion of his own, apart from those 
built by the Maoists who were with 
him. The general se.r- _ ,,uy of his 
NAP, Mashi-ur-Rehman, for example, 
is considered to be an opportunist 
not trusted by his own followers. Bha­
shani's friendly relations with the Chi­
nese were largely influenced by the 
Maoist groups who were working with 
him during a period when the Chi­
nese were openly fraternising with Is­
lamabad- especially under Ayub 
Khan. After the 1968-69 popular up­
surge, when Yahya stepped in to re­
place Ayub, this relationship changed. 

By the eve of the 1970 election, 
Bhashani broke with his Maoist sup­
porters and called for an "indepen­
dent Bangia Desh" when Sheik Mujib 
and his Awami League were not pre­
pared to go beyond the demand for 
autonomy. 

After the army launched its offensive 
on March 25, Bhashani publicly crit­
icised the Chinese support to Yahya 
Khan. He wrote a personal letter to 
Mao Tsetung, demanding that the Chi­
nese support the liberation war of 
Bangia Desh. Some of Bhashani's 
supporters believe that China has not 
specifically condemned the liberation 
movement and that the Chinese lead­
ership might even now change their 

stand if a new leadership emerges in 
Bangia Desh. 

The leaders of the Communist party 
of India (Marxist) [CPI(M)] in West 
Bengal have established contacts with 
Bhashani and are supposed to be as­
sisting his supporters. The Maulana 
is understood to have assured the In­
dian authorities that he would not 
seek any relations with left parties in 
India. He is now staying somewhere 
near Calcutta along the Bangia Desh 
border. 

As a regional bourgeois party op­
posed to communism andcommunists, 
the Awami League enjoyed good re­
lations with U.S. imperialism, which 
has big stakes in East Bengal. Amer­
ican capital investments in the region 
are estimated at 30,000,000,000 ru­
pees [7.5 rupees equal US$1]. 

It has even been reported that Mu­
jib was in constant contact with the 
American consulate in Dacca during 
his negotiations with Y ahya in Jan­
uary and March. The U.S. officials 
are said to have a tape recording 
of the Yahya-Mujib talks. The Amer­
icans supposedly gave Mujib every 
assurance that they would stand by 
him in the event the negotiations broke 
down. 

When the talks collapsed March 25 
and the masses chose independence 
for Bangia Desh, the U.S. govern­
ment evidently changed its policy. 
Washington was not prepared to an­
tagonise Islamabad at that juncture 
without knowing the future relation­
ship of forces. This has caused a great 
deal of bitterness among Mujib's sup­
porters, who think that American ad­
vice restrained him from countering 
Yahya's manoeuvres. 

Mujib's military experts had two 
plans. One was to arrest Yahya, Bhut­
to, and others and to hold them as 
hostages during negotiations for the 
withdrawal of the Pakistani army. The 
second was to capture the Chittagong 
region with all its military installa­
tions and supplies of arms and am­
munition (including the ship M. V. 
Swat, which had anchored in Chit­
tagong harbour) on March 23, when 
a Bengali officer, Brigadier Mazum­
dar, was in command of the military 
in the region. Both these plans were 
rejected by Mujib, supposedly on the 
advice of the Americans. 

When one meets Awami League 
leaders today, they ask one question 
repeatedly: "What are the Americans 
doing?" There is a great deal of bit­
terness and disappointment among 
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them over the U. S. rolle. 
They had been led to believe that 

the Soviet Union and China, as "com­
munist countries," couild not be trusted. 
Soviet President Podgorny's statement 
condemning the genocide has been 
well received by the Awami League 
leaders, but the leftist parties, includ­
ing the CPEB, are disillusioned that 
the Soviet Union has not extended 
any material supporlt in the form of 

arms. Moscow's reluctance to recog­
nise the B angla Desh government is 
also criticised. 

The situation along the border is 
very bad, with more than 5,000,000 
refugees having crowded into camps 
in West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, 
and Tripura. Already there is a great 
deal of resentment in the border states 
against the refugees being settled in 
their midst. The resentment is partie-

Seven Years of Military Dictatorship 

Brazil's 'Economic Miracle' and ... Torture 
By Eduardo Pinheirc:> and J. Mattos 

[We have translated the following 
article from the February-March and 
April-May issues of 1Quatrieme Inter­
nationale, a revolutionary-socialist 
magazine published in Paris.] 

* * * 
In 1968 the student and popular 

movement in the big cities, which in 
turn set in motion the advanced sec­
tors of the workers' movement, re­
minded world public opinion that a 
military dictatorship had existed in 
Brazil since the April 1964 coup 
d'etat. It also revealed the opposition 
to the regime growing in different 
strata of the population. 

In 1969 the kidnapping of the Amer­
ican ambassador to Brazil revealed 
to the eyes of the world the activity 
of a new revolutionary left, again 
raising the banner of opposition to 
the dictatorship after the ebb of the 
1968 mass movement 

In 1970, however, the international 
bourgeois press, from the New York 
Times to Le Monde, talked about the 
successes of the military dictatorship, 
especially in the area of its economic 
policy. Hard hit by the repression, 
the far left seemed to be getting no­
where. 

In fact, the present political con­
juncture in Brazil presents a relation­
ship of forces extremely disadvanta­
geous to the revollutionary left It 
would be equally dangerous either to 
deny this fact or to fail to try to un­
derstand the reasons for it. 

This favorable relationship of forces 
for the military dictatorship is shown 
by the great ideological offensive it 
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has mounted. It is explained by the 
fact that after winning a series of mili­
tary· victories over the revolutionary 
left, the dictatorship has scored a num­
ber of political points. Thus, it has 
regained the initiative and, as a result, 
is enjoying its first period of relative 
stability since it came to power in 
1964. 

The distinctive thing about the mili­
tary dictatorship is not its systematic, 
savage I .,,·esoion of any potential 
threat. The: thing that distinguishes 
the dictatorship is that it has recast 
the entire state repressive apparatus, 
creating new bodies, remodeling oth­
ers, and centralizing them all. At the 
same time it has made it clear that 
repression is, and always will be, an 
essential element of its policy. The 
militarization of state and political 
life is bound up closely with the type 
of solution required for the survival 
of capitalist exploitation and imperial­
ist domination of the country. 

This fact was shown clearly in 1970. 
At the same time the government was 
announcing its greatest successes, the 
repression, torture, and murders 
reached a level never before seen on 
this continent. The generals in power 
claim that the economy is on the rise, 
that the population supports the gov­
ernment, and that the "terrorist" 
groups have been crushed. 

What must be understood is the re­
lationship that exists among these 
factors. 

The period of overall capitalist 
growth is over. The capitalist system 
as a whole is no longer capable of 
progressing. Growth is possible in cer­
tain countries and in certain branches 

ularly vocal in Meghalaya and As­
sam, where anti-Bengali sentiments 
are predominant. There are fears of 
communal and language riots break-
ing out in these states. This is one '­
of the reasons that compelled the In­
dian government to shift the refugees 
to other states. The reactionary cap­
italist parties in India are trying to 
give a communal twist to the whole 
situation. 0 

of economic activity, but only through 
distortions and to the detriment of 
other countries and other branches. 
This idea, developed by Trotsky,l is 
more relevant than ever as a basis 
for explaining the kind of economic 
"expansion" undergone by Brazilian 
capitalism these last three years. 

The overall growth rate, according 
to government sources, was 8.3% in 
1968, 9% in 1969, and about 9% in 
1970. By comparison with the reces­
sion of 1961-67, these figures reflect 
a new phase of expansion. In the peri­
od after 1964, when the ruling classes 
equipped themselves with the political 
instruments of military dictatorship, 
they were able to bring the economy 
through a phase of transition. What 
this involved from the economic and 
political standpoint was the rise of 
the monopolistic industrial and finan­
cial sectors to dominance within the 
bloc of the ruling classes. 

The new phase of economic expan­
sion already reflects the transforma­
tions that have occurred since 1964. 
Thus it is not a resumption of the 
preceding period of expansion but a 
new stage of "development within un­
derdevelopment" in Brazil. 2 That is, 
the expansion of the productive forces 
is being accomplished through the in­
troduction and intensification of in­
creasingly important distortions. 

In fact, what is distinctive in this 
new phase of capitalist expansion in 
Brazil is the following: 

1. In The Third International After Lenin. 

2. According to the term popularized by 
A. Gunder Frank in his works. 
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1. An increase and not a lessening 
of the dependence of Brazilian capital­
ism on, and its integration into, the 
international imperialist system. It is 
those sectors of the economy most 
dominated by monopolies- that is, 
those most completely controlled by 
imperialist capital- that have been the 
driving force of this expansion, in 
particular the consumer durables sec­
tor. On the basis of these monopoly­
dominated sectors, the big financial 
corporations have invaded the Bra­
zilian market, strangling the local 
banking system, one of the last areas 
where national capital retained a cer­
tain freedom of action. 3 

2. The urban and rural working 
masses have been clearly excluded 
from any share in the benefits of this 
expansion. In the preceding phase of 
expansion from 1956 to 1961, that 
is, during the regime of President Jus­
celina Kubitschek, the crumbs were 
shared with the urban wage-earners. 
In the present boom, the wage freeze 
that the military dictatorship imposed 
in 1964 in a period of recession is 
being maintained. The fact that, with 
the fourth straight year of economic 
expansion in prospect, the regime is 
continuing its wage-control policy 
means that the deformations of under­
developed capitalism have gone a step 
further. The nature of the market has 
changed. The capitalists are interested 
first in government orders- electrical 
equipment, petrochemicals, telecom­
munications, etc. Secondly, they are 
interested in the market for consumer 
durables- automobiles in particular. 
Thus, increasing the consumption of 
the poor population is no longer es­
sential to capitalist expansion in this 
stage. 4 

At the same time as industrial pro­
duction is growing and the capital 
market is expanding, the working 
class is being subjected to a process 
of absolute pauperization. The work­
ing class is suffering a clear decline 
in its buying power (for the peasants, 
this has always held true).5 

3. According to a report on the earnings 
of the ten biggest companies published in 
December 1968, foreign concerns con­
trolled 78.4% of the consumer durables 
sector, national concerns, 21.6%. 

4. This explains the rapid decline of the 
textile, shoe, and food industries that oc­
curred in the midst of this period of ex­
pansion. 

5. By the end of 1969 the minimum real 
wage of Brazilian workers had fallen to 
an index level of 56, with 1963 represent-
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It is on the basis of this type of 
economic "solution" that the military 
dictatorship has been compelled to 
make torture a standard practice, try­
ing to prevent the revolutionary left 
organizations from capitalizing on the 
enormous explosive potential of the 
worker and peasant masses. A sys­
tem which, even while it is proclaiming 
its "economic miracle," continues to 
keep a freeze on the wages of the pop­
ulation must make systematic repres­
sion a permanent part of maintaining 
itself. Today, the annihilation, physi­
cal if possible, of revolutionary groups 
and activists is a precondition of the 
government's economic policy and of 
the survival of Brazilian capitalism. 

Under the leadership of General Me­
dici, the military dictatorship, in the 
last analysis, succeeded in 1970 in 
reversing the relationship of forces 
vis-a-vis the revolutionary left that 
had existed in 1968-69. With this ob­
jective in view, it used the so-called 
economic expansion to break out of 
the social isolation in which it found 
itself until the end of 1969. Focusing 
its repression on the revolutionary 
movement, it regained the political 
initiative. By a colossal ideological 
campaign, it succeeded in limiting the 
armed propaganda actions of the rev­
olutionary left, as well as the effect 
of those that could be carried out. 6 

As a result of this operation, the 
dictatorship won the support of the 
urban petty-bourgeois strata- espe­
cially the white-collar workers of the 
new petty bourgeoisie. It also man­
aged to neutralize the other petty-bour­
geois sectors, which were demoralized 
by the political defeats and terrorized 
by the existence of the all-powerful 
military state. The petty bourgeoisie 

ing 100. In October 1969, official agencies 
estimated the minimum budget for a fam­
ily of five at around $130 per month, 
while the minimum wage in the same 
period hovered around $30. 

6. The following are some of the episodes 
in this ideological campaign conducted 
in the censored press and in the mass 
media, such as radio and television: the 
exploitation of Brazil's winning the world 
soccer championship; the "revelations" 
made on television by renegades from the 
revolutionary left who went over to the 
side of the dictatorship; Project Rondon, 
designed to channel the energies of the 
student youth into research and investi­
gation for "national developmenf'; the de­
fense of the right to a 200-mile limit of 
Brazilian territorial waters; the construc­
tion of a great Trans-Amazonian high­
way supposed to promote "national unifi­
cation"; the Social Integration Plan, which 
established profit-sharing for the workers. 

shared in the dividends of the econom­
ic expansion, constituting a market 
that could absorb a large part of con­
sumer durable production- automo­
biles, electrical appliances, electronic 
devices, etc. 

At the same time, the military dic­
tatorship's regaining the political ini­
tiative created the conditions for iso­
lating the revolutionary left. The so­
cial base of the revolutionary current, 
the result of the 1968 mass mobiliza­
tions, consisted essentially of radical­
ized sectors of the petty bourgeoisie 
and the student movement, which was 
disorganized by the repression that 
came in the ebb of 1968. 

Isolated in society, the revolutionary 
left suffered blows whose effects were 
magnified many times over because 
it lacked a social base that could pro­
tect it from the repression. The gov­
ernment's victory in winning over 
some sectors of the middle classes and 
in neutralizing others- because of 
their fear of demoralization-left the 
revolutionary groups particularly vul­
nerable to repression. 

In a chain reaction, the dictator­
ship's military and political victories 
increased its unquestionable political 
potency both in the eyes of the ruling 
classes and of the workers, defenseless 
and unorganized in the face of the 
government's ideological and political 
offensive. 

Nonetheless, this offensive by the 
military dictatorship has definite lim­
its. From the economic standpoint, 
the regime faces a permanent danger 
that the market for its industrial pro­
duction will run dry. 7 Every new year 
is proclaimed "the year of the foreign 
market," as was the case in 1971. 
But now more than previously this 
road is closed. The protectionism im­
posed by the United States, which 
finds itself in economic difficulties, has 
already produced cutbacks in Brazil's 
foreign sales, which are already in­
sufficient. 

From the ideological standpoint, the 
government has tried to build up its 
image as a "great initiator of public 
works" and as a "nationalisf' regime. 
These feeble slogans hold up only 
because of the failure of revolutionary 

·propaganda and agitation. 
But it is in the political sphere that 

7. As the example of Volkswagen shows. 
This "dynamic" concern, which has al­
ready produced more than a million cars, 
has been forced to cut back production 
and lay off workers. 
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the military regime shows its greatest 
weaknesses. By using the armed forces 
as their national party, the bourgeoi­
sie and imperialism have gained 
greater security, greater "order'' for 
maintaining their system of exploita­
tion. 

However, while the military has de­
stroyed or demoralized parliamentary 
political life, it has not succeeded in 
replacing these institutions with other 
organic forms through which it could 
link itself to the ruling classes and 

'Sadness and Moral Anguish' 

the other social strata supporting the 
government. 

The result has been a vacuum in 
the political life of the country, a vac­
uum which is at the root of the con­
tinual resurgence of attempted coups 
d'etat by various discontented sectors 
of the bourgeoisie that have no chan­
nels for applying pressure or for po­
litical representation. As the saying 
goes, you can do anything with bayo­
nets except sit on them. As least you 
can't sit on them for very long. 

[To be continued.] 

Padilla's LE~tter and Fidel's Words 
By Jose Revueltas 

[The well-known Mexican novelist 
Jose Revueltas wrote the following let­
ter May 3 from Lecumberri prison in 
Mexico City. He was sentenced Nov­
ember 12, 1970, to sixteen years in 
prison as the "inteUectual instigator" 
of the 1968 student and popular 
movement. Revueltas was released 
from prison on May 13 as part of 
the new government's policy of free­
ing the most prominent political pris­
oners jailed when the 1968 movement 
was repressed. 

[The prize-winning novelist was held 
in prison for about two and a half 
years. He was one of the victims of 
the January 1, 1970, assault on po­
litical prisoners by drug-crazed con­
victs. 

[This was not the first time Revuel­
tas, an old revolutionary militant, had 
been jailed for his political ideas. In 
the early thirties, at the age of four­
teen, he was sent to the infamous pris­
on colony of Islas Marias for being a 
member of the Communist youth or­
ganization. 

[ Revueltas brake with Stalinism in 
the early 1950s ov1~r the question of 
"socialist realism" and artistic freedom. 
We have translated his letter from the 
May 19 issue of the weekly maga­
zine Siempre, publlished in Mexico 
City.] 

* * * 

In recent days two events have dis­
tressed the revolutionary writers of all 
countries, that is, all of us who have 

632 

a clear-eyed love of the Cuban revo­
lution, and who, because of this love 
and this understanding, have not lost 
our confidence in this revolution and 
will never do so. 

The first of these developments was 
the letter that the poet Heberto Padilla 
addressed April 26 to the revolution­
ary government of Cuba. The second 
was that part of the speech Com­
pafiero Fidel Castro gave May 1 to 
the First National Congress on Edu­
cation and Culture in which he made 
contemptuous and offensive references 
to the problems created by the im­
prisonment of this poet. 

I used the word "distress" and I 
meant it in its strict sense, "sadness 
and moral anguish." Not anger, not 
desperation- only anguish and sad­
ness. Writers have no weapon but the 
word. It is as good as a hammer, a 
sickle, or a tractor. But it is different­
it has its special function. 

The materials shaped by this tool 
are the feelings and thoughts of men, 
of Man. Through feelings we try to dis­
cover thought; and through thought, 
clarify feelings. We only clarify feel­
ings, discover their deeper meaning 
hidden from the eyes of those who are 
busy with other things- from the eyes 
of the blacksmith, the public accoun­
tant, or the politician or the street 
sweeper- although all of their eyes 
are perceptive too. 

Our job then as writers is only to 
clarify feelings. This, of course, is not 
a simple task. It is no simpler than 
the jobs of the blacksmith, the street 

sweeper, or the politician. That is, the 
writer's work-as much as anyone 
else's -needs to be checked by a criti­
cal eye, to see that it is done with 
integrity. \._ 

Integrity does not come easy. The 
streets have to be swept clean. Iron 
has to be forged skillfully. The peo­
ple have to be led in a principled way. 
We have to write with authenticity. 
That is, we writers must immerse our­
selves in undertakings that are by na­
ture contradictory. In seeking truth, 
we must delve for it in the real world 
where it is mixed in with its opposites 
-filth, unscrupulousness, and falsity. 

What unites us all is the need to 
gain an understanding of our work, 
the struggle to master its mysteries. 
Streets that are clean, yes; and iron 
that is well wrought. But we are not 
going to make street cleaning a mat­
ter of national security (unless politi­
cal prisoners are forced to sweep 
them), nor political policies into lit­
erary or aesthetic truths. 

A limpid result requires that each 
one abide by the discipline of his 
work. Thus, the government cannot 
subordinate literary work to its politi­
cal needs. The writer cannot try to be 
like a street sweeper instead of writing; 
nor can he be obliged to join with the 
party and the state in an area of po­
litical activities that is not properly 
his and which it is his duty to strug­
gle against-unless he wants to com­
promise his own professional integ­
rity. A writer must raise his voice 
against the element in a party or a 
state that resists criticism, that com­
bats it, that represses it-thereby re­
pressing, silencing, or mythologizing 
the very function of a writer. Writers 
seek to gain understanding, to clarify 
their thoughts and feelings. But in this 
they must have freedom, because with­
out it the task is impossible. 

So, we were distressed by these two 
developments, which aroused sadness 
and anxiety in us- Heberto Padilla's 
letter and Fidel's words on May 1. 
But this was not because of the sub­
jective material of our work as writers 
-feelings. It was because of the ra­
tional process we want to illuminate 
through them. Our sadness and anx­
iety were political. 

No, the poet Padilla's letter is not 
the outcome of physical torture. In his 
letter Heberto Padilla asserts one truth 
as the basis for renouncing the truth 
as such. He repents that he tried to '­
achieve understanding, clarity. And 
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so he defines himself in a mytholo­
gized way, in terms of state security. 
What greater torture is there for a 
writer than counterposing his work 

.../ to that? And all the more when the 
state is a socialist one. The ''heretics" 
of the Middle Ages in recanting of­
fered much less resistance to Jesuit 
sophistry than to boiling lead poured 
into their eye sockets. 

Dominican Republic 

This is not an "insignificant" prob­
lem, as Compafiero Fidel Castro pre­
sented it at the Congress on Educa­
tion, when he said that "some intel­
lectuals" thought it should be consid­
ered by an assembly devoted to dis­
cussing the problems of culture. Un­
less there is freedom in this sphere, 
then, in essence, nothing else can be 
significant. D 

Torture in la Victoria Prison 
"From about five in the morning 

until eleven at night, the terrifying 
screams of those under torture can be 
heard without letup, echoing in the 
gloomy passageways along with tlie 
loud laughter of the sadists .... 

"Eight desperate men have tried to 
commit suicide. 

"Cell No. 11 is called the 'pavilion 
of the desperate.' Those who are to 
be tortured are brought here. It is a 
room about eight meters wide and ten 
meters long, in which 100 prisoners 
selected for torture are placed. Far­
ther along is cell No. 9, which is 
called the 'gas chamber' or 'death 
chamber.' This is where eight sadists, 
almost naked, work with electric ca­
bles from an inch to an inch and a 
half thick, clubs, and other objects. 
They receive the men they are to tor­
ture four at a time." 

The summer issue of the USLA Re­
porter, the bulletin of the United States 
Committee for Justice to Latin Amer­
ican Political Prisoners, reprinted­
from the Dominican magazine Reno­
vacibn-an expose of conditions in 
La Victoria prison outside Santo Do­
mingo. The passage quoted above is 
from this report. 

Since the government of President 
Joaquin Balaguer was installed under 
the watchful eye of American military 
forces sent in to crush the April 196 5 
revolution, terror has continued 
against all opposition political 
groups. 

A large percentage of the appro~i­
mately 2,000 prisoners in La Victoria 
are "politicals." 

In an interview in the June 21 issue 
of the Santo Domingo weekly Ahara, 
ex-President Juan Bosch discussed the 
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scope and purpose of the repression 
that has been going on. 

The interviewer, Carlos Maria Gu­
tierrez of Prensa Latina, began by 
saying: "I have found in the last few 
days by reading the papers and 
speaking to some people that there is 
a situation here that can be called 
'white terror.' That is, people are be­
ing murdered at the indirect instiga­
tion <;>f the government and police. 
What is your view of the situation?" 

The moderate former president an-

swered: "I do not think the repression 
has been instigated by the government 
and the police. I think that it is being 
carried out by the police, tolerated 
by the government, and directed by 
U.S. elements-by the CIA. It is a 
very severe terror .... 

"The terror goes on every day. Peo­
ple are arrested, attacked, kept in pris­
on even when the judges order their 
release, even when they are considered 
innocent, even when they have served 
their terms. . . . 

"The Americans are eliminating, an­
nihilating the revolutionists, because 
they think that is the way to rule out 
the possibility of a revolution in the 
Dominican Republic. As you know, 
they have put this method into prac­
tice in Guatemala and other Latin 
American countries, apparently with 
some success." 

A typical recent case of political vic­
timization is the jailing of Domingo 
Quezada, a thirty-four-year-old mem­
ber of the Sindicato Artes Graficas 
[Graphic Arts Union]. Quezada was 
arrested in late May on the charge of 
"Communist activity" and sent to La 
Victoria. He has been held in La Vic­
toria for about a month already, and 
it is not yet clear whether he will get a 
trial. Of course, even if a judge orders 
him released, that is no guarantee the 
prison officials will let him go, as 
other cases have demonstrated. 

At about the same time Quezada was 
sent to La Victoria, a committee of 
political and common-law prisoners 
in that institution smt:.ggled out an 
appeal, which was published in the 
May 30 issue of Renovacibn. Among 
other things, the appeal said: "It is 
essential that political, cultural, trade­
union, student, and professional or­
ganizations mobilize in order to halt 
the terrorism and crimes against the 
prisoners. We do not know how long 
we can prevent the kind of situation 
Colonel Soto Pimentel is waiting for 
to justify a mass machine-gunning. 

"Hundreds of prisoners are jammed 
into a single cell; from five to six 
are dragged out each day, asphyxi­
ated. These cells are nothing but hog 
pens. The prison has been converted 
into a ghetto for experiments in tor­
ture reminiscent of the Nazis. . . . 

"We appeal in particular to the press 
and other media to aid us in reaching 
public opinion." 0 
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Maoist G.roupings Shattered 

Mexican Stalinists in Crisis Over Student Upsurge 
By Ricardo Ochoci 

Mexico City 
The sharpening political and social 

tremors in Mexico over the past three 
years have not failed to affect the 
left political groupings in the country. 

First of all, the development of vio­
lent clashes between the government 
and massive sectors of the popula­
tion, especially high-school and uni­
versity students, has posed a severe 
test for the far-left groups, which gen­
erally lived a ghetto existence before 
1968. 

From the vantage point of today, 
we can see clearly that virtually all 
these formations were thrown into a 
crisis by the 1968 student movement. 
They were caught off guard by the 
peculiar nature of the movement, 
which most of them did not anticipate, 
and were hard hit by the government's 
brutal repression, which reached its 
peak in the massa«:re of Tlatelolco 
October 2, 1968, and the mass arrests 
that followed it. 

The great student and popular mo­
bilizations revealed lthe incurable sec­
tarianism of the Maoist groups, es­
pecially the LCE [Liga Comunista Es­
partaco - 8partacist Communist 
League], which took an outspokenly 
ultraleftist and ultimatist position to­
ward the movement. As the Maoist 
cadres succumbed to the pressure of 
events, the organiza1tion cracked. Cur­
rents arose like th•e "Ho Chi Minh 
Cell," which tried to escape the stifling 
sectarianism of the ll..CE by initiating 
a populist tendency. 

This populist line~ was crystallized 
in the "Brigadas Populares" [People's 
Brigades], which were established pri­
marily in the lPN [Instituto Politec­
nico Nacional- National Polytechnic 
h:lstitute]. They reached their peak in 
1969 and then went into a deep crisis, 
from which they have not yet emerged. 

Another Maoist group, Prensa Rev­
olucionaria [Revolutionary Press], was 
formed at the end of 1969. But when 
it discovered "a Trotskyist group" in 
its ranks, it dissolved itself, fusing 
with the Brigadas Populares. 

As for the Movimiento Mandsta 
Leninista de Mexico [Marxist-Lenin­
ist Movement of Mexico] centered in 
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some lPN schools and with some 
groups in the provinces, it has van­
ished virtually without a trace. There 
is oilly a dying echo from some of 
its members who have stayed in some 
skeleton "Comites de Lucha" [Struggle 
Committees, the organs of the 1968 
student movement], which have degen­
erated and no longer have any rep­
resentative character (above all in the 
lPN). 

One splinter group from the LCE, 
the "Brigadas Emiliano Zapata," has 
some influence in the UNAM [Uni­
versidad Nacional Aut6noma de Mex­
ico- National University of Mexico], 
but its evolution is like that of the 
other Maoist groups. 

In contrast to the LCE, which last 
published its organ Militante in 1969, 
the internationalist Trotskyist current 
-which reorganized immediately af­
ter the Tlatelolco massacre into the 
Grupo Comunista Internacionalista 
[Internationalist Communist Group, a 
sympathizing organization of the 
Fourth International]- has become 
an ever stronger pole of attraction. 

The development of a strong 
Trotskyist grouping, on the other 
hand, has helped to deepen the crisis 
of the largest left organization in Mex­
ico, the PCM [Partido Comunista Mex­
icano- Mexican Communist party] 
and ·its affiliate, the JCM [Juventud 
Comunista Mexicana- Mexican Com­
munist Youth]. 

The development of a militant, mass 
student movement presented great 
problems for the pro-Moscow Stalin­
ists, who dominated the Mexican left 
before 1968. Following October 2, an 
open split occurred in the JCM, with 
the dissidents being led by a number 
of political prisoners. Diverging fac­
tions arose in the JCM, leading to in­
formal splits that divided and sub­
divided the clubs to the point where 
the J CM virtu ally ceased to exist as 
an organization. The factional war­
fare in the JCM also led to public con­
flicts in the PCM. 

In this situation, the Maoist currents 
continued their policy of avoiding the 
key questions posed by the struggle. 
They did not offer a clear general 

line. That is, they did not draw the 
lessons of the crisis in the revolution­
ary movement after 1968, evaluate 
its consequences, propose perspectives. 
In short, no Maoist group was capa­
ble of serving as a center for develop­
ing political analyses and orienta­
tions. Instead, they submerged them­
selves in sterile and obscurantist pop­
ulism. 

In contrast to this, the GCI took 
on the responsibility of posing the 
question in a Leninist manner.l It 
stated clearly that what was missing 
in 1968 was a revolutionary Marx­
ist organization and that it hoped to 
be the nucleus, or one of the nuclei, 
in forming such a party. 

The PCM would not, of course, have 
been precipitated into such a deep cri­
sis, if it had not been for a series of 
events marking the world crisis of 
Stalinism, of which it is a subsidiary 
part. But there is no doubt that the 
existence of an organized Marxist 
group exerting pressure by its actions 
and ideas on the most honest elements 
of the PCM and the JCM has had a 
certain effect. 

At the end of 1970, the JCM held 
a congress where the "functionaries" 
(as the opponents of the bureaucracy 
call them) faced a number of opposi­
tion currents. These factions differed 
from one another politically- their 
only common denominator being vio­
lent aversion to the leadership. They 
presented no viable alternative. 

Fundamentally, the fight was be­
tween the bureaucratic faction and the 
left wing. But the situation was con­
fused by the heterogeneity of the ''left." 
It included neoanarchists, sponta­
neists, romantic anti-Stalinists, etc. In 
all, it is a pathetic melange of revo­
lutionists completely confused by the 
ideological and political decay of the 
body they are trying to bury. 

The tragic thing about this new left 

1. One of the first things published in La 
Internacional, the organ of the GCI 
launched in 1969, was a long document 
of the Fourth International on the balance '­
sheet of the struggles in 1'968 throughout 
the entire world. 
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inside the PCM (which is concentrated 
among the youth) is that without real­
izing it, it continues to be guided by 
the bureaucratic training it has 

-' received inside the Stalinist movement. 
Thus, although this new left wing may 
be broader than the various anti-PCM 
splinter groups that developed in stu­
dent circles in the 1960s (since it in­
cludes sectors of the JCM in the prov­
inces), it is less alert to problems of 
theory.2 

Last year the PCM tried to canalize 
this discontent by publishing its "Tesis 
sobre los problemas del desarrollo 
del Partido Comunista Mexicano" 
[Problems in the Development of the 
Mexican Communist Party]. These 
"Tesis" were supposed to show the par­
ty members how advanced the leader­
ship was and how ready it was to 
analyze problems in the history of 
the PCM. But the leadership over­
reached itself. Instead of satisfying the 
discontented, the "Tesis" added new 
fuel to the fire. Honest militants were 
stimulated in their desire to get to the 
bottom of things, to the root of the 
evil. A brief summary of the theses 
and their background will make clear­
er why this was so. 

The present PCM leadership is the 
product of a shift in the bureaucratic 
hierarchy brought about by the re­
pression in 1959. After the railroad 
workers' strike was crushed, the tra­
ditional Stalinist leadership headed by 
Dionisio Encina was jailed. Encina 
had been elected at the famous Con­
greso Extraordinario (Special Con­
gress) in 1940, where among other 
things it was decided behind the scenes 
to involve the Central Committee in 
organizing the assassination of Leon 
Trotsky. 

To replace these old Stalinist hacks, 
"youth" like Martinez Verdugo, who is 
the first secretary of the presidium 
today, rose to the national leadership. 
They had been in the leadership of 
the Federal District Committee of the 
PCM. These new chiefs could not, how­
ever, win confirmation of their posi­
tion without making compromises 
with the old leadership. One of these 
deals included expelling the critical 
group headed by Jose Revueltas at 
the Thirteenth Congress in May 1960. 

In their beginning section, the "Tesis" 
insist on fixing this as the date of 
the real turn in the life of the PCM. 

2. See "Crisis interna en el PCM," La In­
ternacional, enero-febrero de 1971. 
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This turn, according to the "Tesis," 
"made it possible to enrich and deepen 
the perspective we adopted then of 
making the party into a force capable 
of leading a radical transformation 
of Mexican society." 

For the present leadership, the Thir­
teenth Congress is sacrosanct. It will 
not permit any questioning of it: "The 
Thirteenth Congress ended the pro­
found crisis that had afflicted the par­
ty and opened up a new stage in its 
activity," the "Tesis" say. In this way, 
they set a non plus ultra to the critical 
spirit expressed timidly but persistent­
ly throughout. 

We find phrases like the following: 
"we must eliminate the internal obsta­
cles posed by our own errors and de­
ficiencies by means of a profound and 
responsible self-examination"; "the par­
ty's organizational weakness in the 
political field and its small amount 
of influence in the working class and 
other sectors of the working popula­
tion"; "the political and theoretical 
weakness from which a great many 
members and units of the party suf­
fer"; "marked weaknesses in the politi­
cal work of the national leadership 
and local bodies which make it dif­
ficult to mobilize the membership in a 
well-organized way and impede the 
militant activity of the party on all 
levels"; "grave and disturbing diffi­
ciencies exist in the organization of 
the party, in the functioning of its 
national and local apparatus, persis­
tent failings in most of its cells"; "the 
party's forces are inefficiently utilized 
and a large number of members re­
main outside the party bodies"; "since 
1964-65 the party has been threat­
ened with stagnation in its organiza­
tional development"; "the party needs 
to make a deepgoing self-criticism"; 
"the party's propaganda suffers from 
serious inadequacies and limitations." 
There are many other similar phrases. 

All this breast-beating calls for a 
critical examination of a drastic state 
of affairs. However, the present lead­
ership wants to keep such criticism 
within the framework of the "renova­
tion carried out at the party's Thir­
teenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Con­
gresses." 

So far, the contradiction between 
calling for a critical examination and 
blocking it has not been resolved. 
First of all, the "Tesis" offer no "deep­
going" explanation of the disastrous 
condition which even the leadership 
admits the PCM is in. Secondly, the 
"new program" adopted at the Four­
teenth Congress and "enriched" in the 

Fifteenth is no new point of departure 
toward breaking with the PCM's tra­
ditional conception of the struggle in 
Mexico. 

The "Tesis" point to a series of con­
crete historical reasons for the par­
ty's weakness and outline "ways to 
overcome it." 

The first such reason cited is the 
fact that reformist conceptions have 
predominated in the workers' move­
ment since the failure of the anarcho­
syndicalism of the leaders of the Casa 
del Obrero Mundial [International 
Workers' House]. 

Next comes "the caudillismo [strong­
manism] and paternalism of the bour­
geoisie and the low cultural level of 
a large section of the workers." 

The third reason is the fact that "for 
the most part today's working class 
developed in the 1930s, as a result of 
the rapid increase in industrial pro­
duction that occurred in those years. 
This period coincided with the crisis 
in the Party ( 1940-1960), thus en­
abling reformist and bourgeois na­
tionalist currents to spread bourgeois 
ideology among the worker masses." 
Here, apparently, the "Tesis" offer as ' 
an explanation for the crisis of the 
PCM . . . the fact of this crisis itself. 
They cannot go very far this way, 
as becomes obvious when you ana­
lyze the fourth and unquestionably 
most important reason for the weak­
ness of the PCM cited in the "Tesis." 

This is "the dogmatic conceptions 
that left a profound imprin(on all the 
Party's activity." But as soon as the 
PCM leadership approaches the heart 
of the question, it retreats in terror. 
It is sufficient to say that in a long 
list of such "dogmatic errors," the doc­
ument never refers to bureaucracy, 
Stalinism, or any social or concrete 
political source of this dogmatism. As . 
a reason for this failing, th-e leader­
ship points to a theoretical incapacity 
on the part of the PCM: 

"This dogmatic attitude is explained 
by our failure for many years to un­
derstand the need for developing· a 
revolutionary theory based on Marx­
ism-Leninism but suited to the par­
ticularities of the country and rooted 
in the tradition of the struggles of 
the Mexican people." 

Because of this dogmatism, the lead­
ership considered that "applying the 
general principles of Marxism-Lenin­
ism to the concrete reality of Mexico 
continues to be our party's mosf im­
portant theoretical task. And the de­
velopment of the party itself is de-
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pendent on fulfilling this task." (Em­
phasis added.) 

So, the problem is in the area of 
theory. But the leadership limited its 
theoretical critique to the banalities 
cited above. There was a total lack 
of real concrete criticism of the Stalin­
ist party's sinister past, an omission 
reflecting the philisti:nism ingrained in 
the present leadership by decades of 
Stalinism. For example, when the "Te­
sis" alluded to the period of the 1930s, 
the key period in the history of the 
PCM, when it became Stalinized and 
sowed the seeds of the disastrous sit­
uation in the 1950s and subsequent 
years, they had only these few words 
to offer: 

"In the conditions created by the 
upsurge of the democratic and work­
ers' movement from 1935 to 1940, 
when the workers' movement and the 
party joined in a broad coalition with 
representatives of the petty bourgeoi­
sie, we should have followed Engels's 
guideline: 'Any movement that does 
not keep its sights fixed on the final 
objective of destroying the wage-labor 
system is bound to go astray and fail.' 
We should have made this the car­
dinal principle of all the party's ac­
tivity in the working class and the 
mass movement. Because of our fail­
ure to do this, the struggle for imme­
diate demands in those years took on 
a certain economist character. Petty 
bourgeois ideology penetrated the 
ranks of the movernent and the party 
itself more or less freely." (Emphasis 
added.) 

How was this penetration of petty­
bourgeois ideology into the PCM ex­
pressed? What happened inside the 
PCM with this idElology rotting its 
foundations? Was this the form Stalin­
ism took in Mexico? The reader of the 
"Tesis" will search in vain for an ade­
quate answer to these questions. The 
PCM leadership has never dared ven­
ture into the treacherous waters of 
criticizing Stalinism, not even at the 
local level, to say nothing of criticizing 
the Soviet CP and 1the Communist In­
ternational. 

So, when the leadership approaches 
these sensitive points, it veers away 
sharply. It shifts to organizational 
questions, trying to solve its political 
and ideological cdsis in the purest 
bureaucratic mannE!r. 

As far as the :leadership is con­
cerned, the fundamental theoretical 
question was resolved in the Thir­
teenth Congress a.nd those that fol­
lowed it. But you need only glance 

at the Fifteenth Congress documents 
to see that this is not so. 

For example, on page 166 of "Una 
perspectiva revolucionaria para Mex­
ico" [A Revolutionary Perspective for 
Mexico], the political resolution of the 
Fifteenth Congress, one reads: "The 
existing contradictions make itt clear 
what the alternative is. Our imperial­
ist-dominated capitalist system is al­
ready headed toward stagnation and 
chronic crisis. On the other hand, an 
independent system, free of monopo­
lies, parasitic capital, and big landed 
property offers the perspective of ac­
celerated and sustained development." 

This political resolution "clearly de­
fined" the party's strategic perspective 
as "oriented toward a popular-demo­
cratic anti-imperialist revolution." So 
we would be justified in saying that 
there is no difference between the line 
in force previous to the Thirteenth 
Congress and the one adopted at this 
congress. This is the same line of 
popular-front cretinism as in the 
1930s. The same line of "revolution 
by stages" is advocated in the sup­
posedly different orientations before 
and after 1960. 

So, the third and concluding section 
of the "Tesis" is devoted to an attempt 
to get the party out of its crisis by or­
ganizational means, to conjuring 
away this chronic crisis by mechanical 
trickery. 

A notable feature in the PCM's dis­
integration, moreover, is that the theo­
retical incapacity that has character­
ized this party throughout its history 
has lead in its decay to an incredible 
mediocrity and sterility. There has 
been nothing remotely resembling the 
Garaudy case or the other types of 
conflicts that have shown up in other 
CPs. 

It fell to the old Stalinist Siqueiros 
to provide the main stimulus to discus­
sion. On January 30, he published his 
"Llamado a los comunistas" [Appeal 
to Communists]. From an openly pro­
Soviet position, the old painter at­
tacked the PCM leadership for its lack 
of tolerance and democracy. This is 
the approach he took: "The leader­
ship's losing sight of the Leninist 
norms in the party, its abandoning 
the historic tasks of a Communist par­
ty, the bureaucratization of its methods 
of work and ... its moving away 
from the masses and . . . its loss of 
the essential moral authority in the 
eyes of the people." 

Further on, the man who tried to 
murder Trotsky and who headed the 

gang that did murder one of his 
guards, this cynical old Stalinist, 
dared to say: "Another of the PCM's 
bad old habits has been its irrespon­
sibility in calling comrades traitors, ·'­
Trotskyists, agents of imperialism, re­
visionists, reformists, anarchists, etc., 
whenever they develop any differences 
with the current set of national 
leaders." 

Probably Siqueiros's move was part 
of the international campaign of the 
Soviet bureaucracy to put pressure on 
all the CPs that adopted a "critical" 
stance toward its policy in Czecho­
slovakia. The case of the PCE [Parti­
do Comunista de Espafia- Commu­
nist party of Spain] is already known. 
With Soviet support Lister formed a 
faction to oppose the Carrillo leader­
ship, although without much success. 

Garcia Ponce was much more suc­
cessful in the PCV [Partido Comunista 
Venezolano- Venezuelan Communist 
party]. He forced all those who refused 
to condemn Teodoro Petkoff, a sharp 
critic of the invasion of Czechoslo­
vakia and the bureaucratic system in 
the East European countries, to leave 
the party. 

But in contrast to Lister in the PCE, 
who had some strength among the 
Spanish refugees in the bureaucratized 
workers states; and Garcia Ponce in 
the PCV, who succeeded in rallying a 
Stalinist minority and forced Petkoff 
and Marquez to form a new centrist 
organization, Siqueiros has found no 
support in the active sectors of the 
PCM. (Such sectors are very few, by 
the way.) He has gathered around 
himself only the most discredited and 
conservative ultra-Stalinists. 

Siqueiros's failure is all the more 
notable because the dominant faction 
of the PCM headed by Martinez Ver­
dugo has publicly expressed its sup­
port for Petkoff and Marquez's orga­
nization, MAS [Movimiento al Social­
ismo-Movement Toward Socialism]. 
When Garaudy was in Mexico a few 
months ago, it officially invited him 
to a meeting of the Central Commit­
tee. And the good relations between 
Verdugo and Santiago Carrillo of the 
PC E are well known. 

The right-wing critique of the vet­
eran opportunist Siqueiros centered on 
two points, one international and the 
other local. In the area of domestic 
politics, he chided the PCM leader­
ship for criticizing "Echeverria's first 
gropings." Siqueiros claimed that 
"signs are beginning to show up that'­
the new president wants to make some 
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changes that point in the direction of 
an opening toward greater democ­
racy." 

It was very easy for the PCM lead-
..,/ ership to refute this claim in its 

reply February 5. When Echeverria 
launched his campaign of anti-Soviet 
hysteria a month later over the MAR3 
guerrilla case, Siqueiros himself was 
forced to retract his assertion that the 
PCM leadership was treating the new 
president unfairly. 

This brings us to what was really 
behind Siqueiros's criticism of the in­
cumbent Martinez Verdugo leader­
ship- the fact that this leadership con­
demned "the military invasion of 
Czechoslovakia by the five Warsaw 
Pact powers" in 1968. The Presidium 
of the Central Committee of the PCM 
wrote: "The question of the PCM's at­
titude toward this problem in the 
world Communist movement was one 
of the main motives of Siqueiros's at­
tide." There is no doubt of it. 

Siqueiros claimed: ''When the August 
1968 events occurred, the national 
leadership reacted hastily. It did not 
wait until it had sufficient, reliable, 
clear information before writing a 
resolution on this theoretically and 
tactically important development, a 
resolution that condemned the action 
taken by the Warsaw Pact countries." 

Siqueiros marshaled the most ex­
treme Stalinist arguments: "As later 
became evident, the Czechoslovak case 
was not an internal problem. It did 
not concern a confrontation of views 
and attitudes among the Czech people 
themselves. Basically, what was in­
volved was a dangerous maneuver 
by American imperialism. It was try­
ing, through neo-Nazi forces of the 
West German government, to take 
over Czechoslovakia. This maneuver 
was endangering the integrity of the 
socialist community. A hands-off at­
titude by the Warsaw Pact countries 
would have been a betrayal of this 
sister nation and of the principles of 
proletarian internationalism." 

The PCM leadership had no diffi­
culty in answering these arguments: 
"As the later evolution showed, the 
objective of the action by Warsaw Pact 
troops was to change the course that 

3. Movimiento de Accion Revolucionaria 
-Revolutionary Action Movement. For 
details on this case, see "Echeverria Dis­
covers Another 'Communist Plot,'" Inter­
continental Press, April 19, 1971, page 

1 360; and "Who Was Behind the 'Commu­
nist Plot' ?" Intercontinental Press, May 
31, 1971, page 504.-IP 
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had been adopted by the Czechoslovak 
Communists in the months following 
the January 1968 plenum. The 
Czechoslovak Communists were mov­
ing toward a renewal of socialism, 
toward strengthening and extending 
socialist democracy, assuring the 
healthy growth of the national econ­
omy, and eliminating the grave errors 
committed in the previous period." 

The leadership began to take 
a sharp tone: "When Siqueiros talks 
about hastiness, he can only mean 
that he did not want our party to raise 
its voice to condemn an action that 
compromised the aims of socialism, in 
time to have any effect." 

In responding to the attacks of the 
old Stalinist gunman, the PCM leader­
ship was forced to go further than the 
"Tesis" in disavowing the heritage of 
Stalinism. It accused Siqueiros of 
throwing a smokescreen over the par­
ty's efforts "to root out the decrepit 
habits and methods which Stalinism 
passed on to the immense majority 
of Communist parties." It challenged 
the old Stalinist to make good his 
charges that the PCM leadership witch­
hunted its opponents. 

"Siqueiros cannot prove his state­
ments, if he attributes such actions to 
the present leadership. He cannot cite 
the names of comrades unjustly la­
beled as Trotskyists or enemi~::s of the 
party, or unjustly expelled for 'some 
difference.'" 

In one of the ironies of history, the 
Central Committee of the Mexican 
Stalinist party accused this old Stalin­
ist assassin of being a falsifier: "But 
Siqueiros has taken a wrong path, 
the path of falsifying the facts in in­
ternal matters and of right-wing op­
portunism in political problems." 

Thus, as can be seen, the dynamic 
of the crisis has led the PCM leader­
ship to overstep the limitations on 
criticizing the party's past that it it­
self set last year in its "Tesis." An ar­
ticle in the March 15 issue of the party 
magazine Oposici6n shows even more 
clearly where the logic of the situation 
is leading the PCM leaders. It also 
indicates how much the PCM is feel­
ing the pressure of Trotskyism. 

In his article "Las alegres cuentas 
del Trotskismo" [The Trotskyists' 
Funny Stories], Antoni Franco wrote: 
"We Communists do not accept the al­
ternative of choosing between two air­
tight systems of dogmas- Stalinism 
and Trotskyism. Both leave no room 
for creative development. The objec­
tive of our rectifications is to return 

to Leninism and help to develop it, 
rejecting all the caricatures of it. In a 
certain sense, the best way to defeat 
Trotskyism is to overcome Stalinism. 
The Mexican Trotskyists, both of the 
Fourth International4 and the just 
plain International,5 adopted both 
concepts, manipulating them to hook 
Communists." (Emphasis added.) 

This "new left" sleight of hand is not 
likely to solve the problem of Trotsky­
ism, any more than the organization­
al gimmicks in the third part of the 
"Tesis" have solved the chronic cri­
sis of the PCM. The breakup of 
the JCM, with the cadres of this or­
ganization being drawn into different 
currents or falling into an abyss of 
confusion, is a fact that the PCM bu­
reaucrats cannot deny. This situation 
haunts them because it is the prelude 
of what will soon develop in the party 
itself. 

With great new struggles looming 
on the horizon in Mexico, both Stalin­
ist opportunism and ultraleftism are 
collapsing. Only the Trotskyists can 
face the future with confidence. 0 

4. Franco is referring here to a small, 
eccentric, ultraleftist grouping led by Juan 
Posadas, which makes a fetish of calling 
itself "The Fourth International." This 
grouping, with its bombastic pretentious, 
has offered opponents of Trotskyism a 
useful straw-man. - IP 

5. Franco is referring to the GCI whose 
organ is La Internacional (The Inter­
national).- IP 

Playing With Garbage 

Coca Cola- well-known for its contri­
bution to pollution through its bottles and 
cans- is seeking to improve its public 
image in Britain by sponsoring a class­
room game to be played by seconda~ 
school children. 

The name of the game is Man in his 
environment. It comes in a kit that in­
cludes a magnetized board representing 
a geographical area, and ten "projects," 
such as an airport, road, shopping cen­
ter, or high-rise apartments. The class 
debates each project before voting whether 
to include it in the "environment." 

Wait Till He Takes Up Golf 

For the first time since Mao Tsetung 
came to power, a plurality of Americans 
favor admitting China to the United Na­
tions. A Gallup poll in May found 45% 
in favor, 38% against, and 17% unde­
cided. Last fall, before Mao became wide­
ly known as a ping-pong enthusiast, 49% 
of Americans opposed having China in 
the UN and only 35% were in favor. 
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From Guns to Gc,d 
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The Split in the Black Panther Party 

By Jon Rothschild 

"Sometime ago when the Party start­
ed, Bobby [Seale] and I were interested 
in strengthening the Black community, 
that is, a comprehensive set of insti­
tutions, because there is one thing we 
lack and that is community. We do 
have one institution that has been 
around for some time and that is the 
church. After a short harmonious re­
lationship with the church, in fact a 
very good relationship, we were 
divorced from the church, and short­
ly after that we found ourselves out 
of the good favor of the whole Black 
community .... 

"We see the church itself as going 
through phases of development. Some­
times it has found itself somewhat iso­
lated from the community. Today the 
church is striving to come back into 
the favor of the community; so with 
the church the Black Panther Party 
will attempt this also." 

So spoke Black Panther party Min­
ister of Defense Huey P.Newton at the 
Black Odyssey Festival of the Center 
for Urban-Black Studies Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, Cal­
ifornia, on May 19. The return to re­
ligion is the latest step in the evolu­
tion of the Newton fac:tion of the Black 
Panther party. 

When the dispute between Newton 
and Eldridge Cleaver first became 
public, at the end of February, the 
political issues dividing the two fac­
tions were obscured by the personal 
attacks between the two leaders of the 
party. (See Intercontinental Press, 
March 29, page 272.) Since then, the 
Newton group, which apparently 
holds the allegiance of most Panther 
members and supporters in the United 
States, has clarified its direction of 
development consideJrably. 

Feeling its isolation from the mass­
es of Blacks in the United States, the 
Newton grouping has virtually aban­
doned its previous ultraleft rhetoric of 
"picking up the gun." This rhetoric has 
been replaced, however, not with a 
series of transitional demands aimed 
at mobilizing the Black community 
in struggle against the U.S. ruling 
class, but with a "survival program" 
consisting wholly of reformist social 
work. 
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In the April 10 issue of the Black 
Panther, official weekly organ of the 
party, Newton explained the charac­
ter of the Panther's new minimum pro­
gram: 

"And I would like to say that the 
survival program is not a revolution­
ary program. It's a program insti­
tuted in the community so that the peo­
ple may survive pending revolution. 
In other words, people make revolu­
tion. If we suffer genocide, then rev­
olution will not occur, because we 
won't be around." 

The sum total of the day-to-day ac­
tivity of the Panther party now is cen­
tered on the survival program: "What 
we will do is start to make golfing 
bags under contract to a company 
and with the surplus we will buy ma­
terial to make free clothes. Our mem­
bers will do this. We will have no 
overhead because our collective·- we'll 
exploit our collective by making them 
work free." (Huey Newton in the Black 
Panther of May 29.) 

In his address to the Black Odyssey 
Festival, Newton gave up his earlier 
ultimatistic bombast, replacing it with 
appeals for reform: "We can jump too 
far ahead and say that the system 
absolutely cannot give us anything 
which is not true, the system can cor­
rect itself to a certain extent. What we 
are interested in is for it to correct it­
self as much as it can do and after 
that if it doesn't do everything that 
the people think is necessary then we'll 
think about reorganizing things. 

"To be very honest again I think 
there's great doubt whether the partic­
ular arrangements can do this. But 
until the people feel the same way I 
feel then I'll be rather arrogant to say 
dump the whole thing just as we were 
arrogant to say dump the church. 
Let's give it a chance, let's work with 
it in order to twist as many contribu­
tions and compromises out of all the 
institutions as possible and then criti­
cize after the fact. We'll know when 
that time comes, when the people tell 
us so." 

The previous position of the Black 
Panther party that U.S. capitalism 
could be destroyed only through 
armed struggle contained an element 

of truth in its recognition that to mere­
ly seek reforms and to rely on the 
ruling class parties meant suicide for 
the oppressed nationalities and the 
working class. 

But the leadership of the Panthers 
never understood the necessity of mo­
bilizing masses of Blacks to effect their 
own liberation, nor of the necessity of 
constructing a Leninist revolutionary 
party capable of advancing transition­
al demands in the struggle, fostering· 
revolutionary consciousness among 
the masses, and thereby challenging 
the reformists for leadership of the 
mass movement. 

The ultraleft rhetoric of the Panther 
party was combined with abstention 
from real community struggles 
around nationalist demands. Conse­
quently, the party became isolated 
from the community, and was made 
vulnerable to vicious government 
witch-hunt attacks. When these attacks 
brought the party to a state of near 
ruin, the Newton leadership altered 
its course, not toward revolutionary 
Marxist theory and practice, but to­
ward reliance on groups such as the 
church and Black elements in the Dem­
ocratic party. This, Newton reasoned, 
would end the isolation of the Pan­
thers. 

Lack of understanding of the role 
of the vanguard party and its relation 
to mass independent struggle has led 
the Newton leadership from ultraleft­
ism to reformism. The April 3 issue 
of the Black Panther contained an 
advertisement urging readers to vote 
for the Berkeley coalition, a reformist 
slate linked to the Democratic party, 
in the April 6 city elections. 

The Cleaver group has insisted that 
the Black Panther party has been sub­
verted by the policies of David Hil­
liard, the party's chief of staff, and 
the main leader of the party during 
the time that Newton was in jail in 
California. 

Cleaver's criticisms center on two 
points: Newton's. abandonment of the 
strategy of urban guerrilla warfare, 
and the development of a personality 
cult and bureaucracy around Newton. 

In the first issue of Right On!, a 
publication of the Cleaver faction, 
Cleaver spells out his view of the evo­
lution of the split: 

"Now the contradiction developed 
and developed and developed. The 
Party itself developed into a very bu­
reaucratic machinery for dealing with 
mass demonstrations, around politi- "­
cal prisoners, publishing newspapers, 
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getting out leaflets, and all of that 
mass mobilization apparatus, rallies, 
the whole ability to do that. Much of 
the Party's resources and personnel 
were channeled into that. Those who 
were dedicated to mass mobilization 
tended to favor and select people out 
of the mass of the Party who were 
similarly oriented. And cats who 
didn't fit into that, were kind of shut­
tled to the side, dropped out of the 
Party, and all kinds of things." 

The focus of the differences, Cleaver 
wrote, was around tlie strategy to be 
followed in defending the Panther po­
litical prisoners, one of the central 
activities of the party for several 
years. To mass mobilizations, Cleaver 
counterposed the tactic used by Jona­
than Jackson, a Black youth who was 
killed in an alleged attempt to free 
three Black prisoners from the Marin 
County courthouse in California. (The 
indictment of Angela Davis stems fr.om 
this incident. See "International Pro­
test Over California Political Trial," 
Intercontinental Press, January 18, 
page 27.) 

Wrote Cleaver: "And even though 
Jonathan Jackson was not a member 
of the Black Panther Party, we have 
no problem or contradiction relating 
to the great revolutionary initiative 
he took. In the first place, the Black 
Panther Party is a vanguard organi­
zation. It is not a mass membership 
organization, and its job is to van­
guard tactics [sic] and disseminate in­
formation so that the people will know 
how to move and how to move on 
target. The type of action that Jona­
than Jackson took has everything to 
do with the way the Black Panther 
Party was moving, helping to create 
the right climate, helping to discredit 
the judiciary and turn people against 
it so that the gun would be picked up." 

The party is fundamentally divided, 
according to Cleaver, on the question 
of the role of armed struggle: "The 
Black Panther Party has developed 
a left wing and a right wing. The 
right wing is based on the whole ap­
paratus that relates to the mass orga­
nizing, the legal, above ground ap­
paratus, and then the brothers who 
are ~oving, outlaws, underground, 
those who have gotten down- those 
who have transformed politics into 
war- constitute the left wing of the 
party." 

In the same issue of Right On! an 
article signed by Central Headquar­
ters, Black Panther Party, described 

1 Cleaver's conception of the party: "Our 
party is one that abides by the prin-
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ciples of democratic centralism. Their 
decisions flow from the top to the bot­
tom and if there are any discrepancies, 
the redress of grievances are dealt 
with under the same structure, and the 
criticisms flow from the bottom to the 
top." 

This conception of the content of 
democratic centralism is consistent 
with Cleaver's view of the party solely 
as a means of integrating military 
struggle into politics. The party 
should be run on an essentially mili­
tary basis, with the membership's 
right to criticize decisions tacked on 
as a corrective measure. 

Cleaver's group has correctly point­
ed out that the "survival program" of 
Newton is a reformist one. But they 
counterpose to the "survival program" 
not transitional demands, but rhetoric 
about "offing pigs." 

The two perspectives are graphically 
illustrated in the full-page drawings 
on the back pages of both the Black 
Panther anci Right On! The former 
frequently depicts a Black family, or 
just children, eating breakfast, with 
an appropriate "serve the people" quo­
tation at the top of the page. The lat­
ter, in the April 3 issue, for example, 
shows a Black revolutionary, pistol 
in hand, taking aim at a cop. The 
caption states that "we have no hang 
ups about revolutionary violence." 

Most tendencies within the U. S. left 
have maintained silence on the Pan­
ther split. The Communist party has 
yet to analyze the degeneration of the 
BPP, or to express itself on the current 
division. The formerly Maoist Pro­
gressive Labor party has also not 
commented. 

One inconsistent commentator on the 
Panther developments has been the 
Workers League, the American voice 
of the British Socialist Labour 
League, a sectarian grouping that 
claims adherence to Trotskyism. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
split, the Bulletin, weekly organ of 
the Workers League, was apparently 
taken in, in a highly impressionistic 
manner, by the fact that Newton flirted 
briefly with dialectics. Following his 
political idols Kim Il Sung and Mao 
Tsetung, Newton constantly asserted 
that his new turn was guided by dia­
lectical materialism, and he urged all 
revolutionists to study Marxist phil­
osophy, from which they would under­
stand the necessity of "survival pro­
grams," "serving the people," etc. 

The Bulletin of April 12 character­
ized this as a great leap forward for 
the Panthers: 

"But the very experiences of the Pan­
thers and the development of the class 
struggle have in fact forced the Pan­
thers, and in particular Newton, to 
go beyond this perspective [that the 
Blacks in the U. S. are an oppressed 
nation and had to prepare for armed 
struggle]. Thus Newton began to take 
up sharply the need to turn from na­
tionalism to socialism, to the fight 
against capitalism and above all to 
the study of theory, to dialectical ma­
terialism. 

"It is this turn which precipitated the 
split between Newton and Cleaver. It 
is Cleaver, who as Newton points out 
was hostile to political questions, to 
theory, that now [?] becomes the advo­
cate of simply 'picking up the gun,' 
of urban guerrilla warfare, of nation­
alism and race war." 

The Socialist Workers party, we are 
told by the Bulletin, "distorts Newton's 
position, ignores his turn to dialec­
tics .... " The Bulletin tells us that 
the split between Newton and Cleaver 
"reflects a class difference, that is cov­
ered over by the Socialist Workers 
Party whose position is a 'plague of 
both houses.'" 

The Bulletin continued to maintain 
the same attitude for several weeks, 
urging Newton to take his next logi­
cal step and embark upon a study of 
Trotskyism. 

In the May 31 issue, the editors of 
the Bulletin suddenly changed their 
minds. The appearance, in the Black 
Panther of May 15, of an adulatory 
article on the history and role of the 
Black church tipped them off. Some­
thing was going on het"e, but it wasn't 
dialectical materialism. 

Newton's turn toward dialectics, we 
are suddenly informed, "remains ideal­
ist." Not only that, but "There is no 
good religion." 

The SWP, which six weeks before 
was allegedly interested in concealing 
the working-class basis of Newton's 
position, now turned out to be New­
ton's philosophical ally. "Trotskyism 
itself has been under attack for over 
a decade from within [?!] by idealism 
in the form of Pabloite revisionism. 
Therefore it is not accidental that the 
Socialist Workers Party, which has 
embraced Pabloite revisionism, has 
also embraced the most reactionary 
idealist trends of our time." One such 
reactionary idealistic trend, to believe 
the Bulletin, is Black nationalism. 

The Socialist Workers party has, in 
fact, been the only organization on the 
left to offer a serious analysis of the de-
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cline and split of the Black Panther 
party. Tony Thomas,, in the April 9 
Militant, explained the basis of the iso­
lation of the BPP from the Black com­
munity: "Recognition of the revolution­
ary dynamic of Black nationalism 
and the promotion of a program to 
mobilize and organize the Black com­
munity around its nationalist demands 
are the touchstone of revolutionary 
action in the Black community. It is 
the Panthers' failure to meet this test 
that provided the basis for their de-
mise." 

And farther along in the same arti­
cle: "The facts are that both [factions] 
are responsible for the Panthers' zigs 
and zags in both direc::tions [opportun­
ism and ultraleftism]. It was Cleaver 
who was the presidential candidate of 
the reformist Peace and Freedom Par­
ty. It was Newton who counterposed 

Documents 

forming armed bands of twos and 
threes to mass action. 

"The answer to these problems is not 
primarily in criticizing the organiza. 
tiona! moves made by both sides. The 
organizational life of a political group 
is related to and flows from its pro­
gram. 

"The only answer is the repudiation 
of the political confusion and vacilla­
tion of the Panthers and the adoption 
of a strategy of mobilizing Black peo­
ple to 'control the institutions of their 
community,' as Malcolm X put it." 

The degeneration of the Black Pan­
ther party was a defeat for the Black 
liberation struggle. But the potential 
for mobilizing the massive nationalist 
sentiment in the Black community re­
mains. This material base will give 
rise to new expressions of that senti­
m~t 0 

Bolivian Trotskyists Hold Cadre School 

[We have translated the following 
article from the May 1-15 issue of 
Combate, the organ of the POR [Par­
tido Obrero Revolucionario- Revolu­
tionary Workers pal1y, the Bolivian 
section of the Fourth International).] 

* * * 

As part of the party's program for 
improving the theoretical and political 
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education of its middle-level cadres, 
a training school was held in Santa 
Cruz at the end of March. Forty com­
rades from the various Comites Re­
gionales [Regional Committees] at­
tended. Another school was held later 
in Oruro, with twenty comrades in 
attendance. 

Three comrades from the Chilean 
section of the Fourth International 
were on the staff of lecturers organized 
by the party. 

These schools were quite successful. 
The classes were both enthusiastic and 
strictly businesslike. Besides creating 
ties of comradeship and understand­
ing among activists from different 
provinces, the experience of living, 
studying, and discussing together en­
abled the participants to gain the max­
imum benefit from the sessions. 

Seminars were held, involving a lec­
ture by the teacher, direct consultation 
of sources, use of mimeographed dis­
cussion questions, and reports by par­
ticipants. 

The seventy participants and the 
eight teachers worked with real Trot­
skyist dedication. This was the second 
project carried out jointly by the Bo­
livian and Chilean revolutionists in 
a real internationalist spirit. Another 
international school was held last Sep-

tember in Santiago, to which our par­
ty sent eight cadres. 

The classes lasted ten days and went 
from 6:00 in the morning to 9:00 at 
night. In addition to theoretical and '­
political study, time was devoted to 
sports such as karate and hiking. 

The subjects of study were the fol­
lowing: 

1. Current problems of Marxism­
Leninism. Historical and dialectical 
materialism. 

2. Marxist political economy. 
3. History of the Russian revolu­

tion. 
4. The theory of the permanent rev­

olution and its application to today' s 
world. 

5. The economic, social, and politi­
cal situation in the world. The workers 
states, the capitalist centers, and the 
colonial and semicolonial countries. 

6. The political situation in Latin 
America. The economic changes and 
the revolutionary process. 

7. The Chilean revolution. The All­
ende government and its repercussions 
throughout the continent. 

8. The Bolivian situation. Defining 
the character of military reformism. 
The mass movement and the imme­
diate perspectives. The role of the par­
ty in this process. 

9. The roads to power in Latin 
America and Bolivia indicated by the 
present concrete historical situation. 
Armed struggle on a continental scale. 
The conception of revolutionary and 
guerrilla warfare advanced by the 
Trotskyists. 

10. The situation of the Fourth In­
ternational and the Bolivian POR. 

11. The history of the Fourth In­
ternational. 

On each of these subjects, the com­
rades received a mimeographed text 
Other comrades who would like copies 
of these texts can get them by asking 
their Comites Regionales. 

The devoted work of the Chilean 
comrades deserves special emphasis. 
They demonstrated an internationalist 
attitude at all times and a dedication 
to training Trotskyist cadres for Lat­
in America. 0 

Surgical Precision 

The secret Pentagon study published in 
part by the New York Times included 
the information that in an air raid on 
North Vietnam in February 1965, 
Nguyen Cao Ky dropped his load of 
bombs on the wrong place. 

Asked about this by newsmen June 17, '­
Ky replied that he hadn't missed. All of 
North Vietnam, he said, was the target 
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