


Uruguay

Priest Says Mitrione

Was Torture Expert

"A top U.S. Catholic official has
called for an investigation into the
possibility that the U. S. is 'exporting
torture' to Latin America," according
to an article in the September 4 issue
of the weekly National Catholic Re
porter published in Kansas City, Mis
souri.

The official, Father Louis Colonnese,
is director of the division for Latin

America of the American bishops' con
ference. He has suggested that Daniel
Mitrione, the American police adviser
executed by Tupamaro guerrillas in
Montevideo August 10, was engaged
in training Uruguayan police in meth
ods of torture.

"The former chief of the Uruguayan
secret police with whom Mitrione
worked has reportedly stated that Mit
rione allegedly used 'violent methods
of repression and the use of torture
with the support of the government,'"
Colonnese said.

"A full and impartial investigation
must be made to determine whether

Mitrione was paid with tax money by
an agency of the U. S. government to
teach and perform torture under the
euphemistic guise of promoting inter
nal security."

Colonnese pointed out that prior to
his assignment in Montevideo, Mit
rione had served in Brazil as an "in

ternal security expert" in Belo Hori-
zonte and Rio de Janeiro, both cities
noted for frequent cases of torture of
political prisoners. The article con
tinued:

"He [Colonnese] cited a dossier pre
pared in April, 1970, by the Amer
ican Committee for Information on

Brazil, a group of university profes
sors specializing in Brazilian affairs.

"The dossier included a report from
twelve political prisoners concerning
a class in torture that they claimed
took place October 8, 1969, at the
headquarters of the State Police of
Minas Gerais in Belo Horizonte.

"According to the report, ten polit
ical prisoners were tortured 'in the
presence of 100 military men in a
live demonstration of the varied meth

ods of torture in use.'"
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