






























India

Workers Protest Murder of CP Legislator
By Kailas Chandra

Bombay
Comrade Krishna Desai, a legisla

tor belonging to the Communist par
ty of India [CPI] and trade-union lead
er, was lured out of his house under
a false pretext and stabbed to death
from behind by assailants hiding in
the dark at Lai Baug, his home con
stituency, on the night of June 5. Com
rade Desai, who once worked close

ly with the Trotskyist movement, died
a martyr to the cause of the working
class.

The Socialist Workers party [SWP
— the Indian section of the Fourth

International] has unreservedly con
demned the murder and has called

for united working-class action to
avenge the death.

The murder was no doubt a part of
the conspiracy hatched by reaction
ary forces like the Shiv Sena [SS —
a regional chauvinist organization]
with the help of the state government
to destroy the organized working-class
movement in the city. Most of the
persons (eighteen as we write these
lines) arrested in the case are believed
to be active members or supporters
of Shiv Sena and a so-called "task force"

of toughs from the underworld being
raised in the city.

Although the state government has
appointed a special investigating team
of police officers, there is no guar
antee that the real culprits will be
unearthed and punished. The Shiv
Sena has always received direct and
indirect support from the state gov
ernment, particularly the chief minis
ter Vasantrao Naik, as a weapon to

disrupt the working-class movement
at the behest of the big industrialists
in the city and suburbs.

The working class of Bombay gave
a fitting reply to the conspiracy by
resorting to a spontaneous strike on
June 6. More than 150,000 workers
belonging to about twenty-five textile
mills and various engineering estab
lishments in the city and the suburbs
responded to the strike call.

The funeral procession from Lai
Baug to the Shivaji Park crematorium
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DANGE: Political reasons for avoiding fu
neral of Shiv Sena victim?

was the biggest ever organized in hon
our of a workers' leader. More than

30,000 workers marched a distance of
over ten miles shouting slogans like
"Down with Shiv Sena," "Down with

Bal Thackeray [the leader of Shiv
Sena]," "Death to the Murderers,"
"Blood for Blood," etc. It was obvious

that the working class has recognized
the murderers, although the leaders
of the left parties were very hesitant
about naming the Shiv Sena as the
main culprit.

In fact the response to the strike
call came as a surprise to some left
parties including the CPI, which had
feared that the working-class move
ment in the city was too paralyzed
to react to a crime like Comrade De-

sai's murder.

Leaders of all left parties, includ
ing the CPI, Communist party of In
dia (Marxist) [CPI(M)], Samyukta So
cialist party [SSP], Praja Socialist par

ty [PSP], Lai Nishan [LNP], Revo
lutionary Socialist party [RSP], and
SWP, spoke at the funeral rally. All
of them stressed the need for build

ing a united movement of the working
class to combat the antiworking-class

forces and Shiv Sena. Leaders of the

Lai Nishan (Comrade Yeshwant Cha-
wan) and SWP (Comrade S. B. Kolpe)
stressed the need for organizing work
ers' militias to fight the neofascist
forces. They named the Jan Sangh
[Hindu communalists] and the Shiv
Sena — which had made common

cause in the name of fighting the twin
dangers of "communism and Muslim
communalism"—as the real culprits.

A massive condolence meeting was
held at Nare Park, with more than

30,000 workers attending. This was
the first major rally to be held in
many months in the labour area, es
pecially after the SS leader, Bal Thack
eray, had threatened to break up meet
ings organized by left parties. Both the
funeral procession and the condolence
meeting were spectacular demonstra
tions by the militant working-class
movement that it has not lost its com

bat strength. It appeared as if only
the leaderships of different parties lag
ged behind.

All the central trade-union organi
zations, including the AITUC [All In
dia Trade Union Congress], CITU,
HMS, HMP, UTUC, and INTUC, par

ticipated in the rally. There was a
new awareness among all those who
spoke that the Jan Sangh and Shiv
Sena posed a common threat to the
entire organized working-class move

ment.

The death of Comrade Desai was

perhaps necessary to rouse working-
class organizations from their slum
ber to the new danger confronting
them. His murder came in the wake

of a big campaign let loose by the
Shiv Sena to liquidate leftist trade-
union workers in the labour areas.

The Shiv Sena supporters raided the
office of the CPI-controlled Girni Kam-

gar Union twice during the last six
months [see Intercontinental Press,
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