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Norway 

N o  Border Controls 

The capacity of air  and water pollu- 
tion to cross national borders, with- 
out paying any  attention to customs 
or  immigration rules and regulations, 
is causing rising concern in Europe. 
An example from Norway was re- 
ported in the January 11 New York 
Times. 

Dr. Brynjulf Ottar, director of the 
Norwegian Institute for Air Research, 
declared that "our fresh-water fish and 
our  forests will be destroyed if these 
developments continue uncontrolled." 

Ottar's worry over what is happen- 
ing reflects the feelings of the Norwe- 
gian people a s  a whole. They are 
highly appreciative of fish as a staple 
in their diet; they consider forests to 
be both a scenic and economic asset. 

The problem in Norway is the rising 
acidity in rain and snow from indus- 
trial wastes originating mainly in Eng- 
land and West Germany. For  instance, 
a year ago, Norway suffered a "black 
snow," actually a snow gray in color, 
filled1 with black spots. The snow was 
extensive, falling in eastern Norway 
and western Sweden. 

The strange color of the snow was 
caused by sulphuric acid from air 
over the Ruhr. 

Suilphuric acid has an  adverse af- 
fect on all forms of life. Even small 
amounts can upset the ecologica! bal- 
ance of plant and animal life, if re- 
leased continually for some time as  
in the case of industrial centers like 
England and  the Ruhr. The growth 
of trees in Norway could be reduced 
by as much as  5 percent a year be- 
cause of rising acidity of the soil. 

While Norway has local sources of 
pollution, particularly from cellulose 
plants, the main problem is contami- 
nants from other countries. Under the 
capit,alist free enterprise system, how 
can these be checked? Dr. Lars Lund, 
senior research chemist of the Norwe- 
gian institute put it this way: 

"Th,e international question is the 
difficult one because it requires SO 

many separate political decisions, and 
it takes so long to get around to do- 
ing anything. 

"If you have a national problem you 
just pass local laws and clear it up. 
This is why we must push so hard on 
the international question now." 
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'Amer ican Public Remains Ignorant '  

Laos: '20,000 Born bins Sorties a Month' 

Nixon's secret escalation of Amer- 
ican aggression in Laos in recent 
months has reached the point where 
it may rapidly expand into a Viet- 
nam-sized conflict. That is the con- 
clusion shared by Arnold Abrams and 
T. D. Allman in two articles from 
Vientiane in the January 1 issue of 
the Far Eastern Economic Review 
published in Hongkong. 

"Despite blithe denials and bland in- 
terpretations by Vientiane officials," 
Abrams writes, "the war in Laos may 
be entering a decisive phase. US em- 
bassy officials insist - in private - 
that the decade-long struggle here still 
is an  American 'holding operation', 
a low-key effort with limited objectives. 
But intensified fighting in the last six 
months may have triggered an  esca- 
latory cycle leading to another face- 
off between Washington and Hanoi." 

An escalation of American bomb- 
ing of the so-called Ho Chi Minh trail 
produced a counterthrust from the in- 
surgent Pathet Lao and the North 
Vietnamese in June. The rebels took 
the government outpost of Muong 
Soui on the western edge of the Plaine 
des .Jarres in northern Laos. 

"Moreover," Abrams said, "the North 
Vietnamese didn't stop at Muong 
Soui. They pushed south and west, 
severing road links to the royal cap- 
ital and probing at Long Cheng, 
northern nerve centre of the CIA (Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency) and opera- 
tions base for General Vang Pao's so- 
called secret army. 

"The enemy's steamrolling drive 
shattered the morale of government 
forces and brought US and Laotian 
officials to the verge of despair. In 
late summer the shaken officials de- 
cided to hit back hard." 

The CIA-directed government forces 
"retaliated" with the much heralded as- 
sault on the Plaine des Jarres, in an  
operation "marked by  fierce American 
aerial pounding and increased Amer- 
ican logistical support." 

In addition there was a massivees- 
calation of U.S. bombing of the ci- 
vilian population in the 50 percent 
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of the country under the effective con- 
trol of the Pathet Lao. "Under the 
euphemism of 'armed reconnaissance 
flights,"' Abrams reports, "Thailand- 
based American jets and bombers 
have mounted aerial bombardments 
equal to the pounding taken b y  North 
Vietnam prior to the bombing halt 
in 1968." (Emphasis added. ) 

Nixon has kept this aggression hid- 
den from the public at home. "Ironi- 
cally," Abrams said, "those most in 
the dark about Laos are the Amer- 
ican people. More than simply being 
unaware of the scope of CS opera- 
tions here, they have yet to be told 
by their government that their nation 
is militarily involved in violations of 
the 1962 Geneva Accord, which bars 
all forms of foreign military inter- 
vention in Laos. . . . 

"Consequently, everyone in Vien- 
tiane, from the Russian ambassador 
to the mamasan of the legendary 
White Rose, knows what the Amer- 
icans are doing here. But the Amer- 
ican public remains ignorant of the 
fact that their government is arming, 
training, supplying, transporting and 
directing approximately 70,000 Lao- 
tian troops in a war which threatens 
to get out of hand." 

The CIA operatives who direct the 
U. S. intervention encourage their 
Laotian protCgC General Vang Pao 
to deny that he receives American sup- 
port. At a recent meeting with for- 
eign journalists, Vang Pao declared 
that his Meo troops fight with "an- 
tiquated weapons, inadequate commu- 
nications and  inconsequential Amer- 
ican support." 

As General Vang Pao was speak- 
ing, Abrams said, "American F-4 
Phantom jets roared overhead, several 
American observation planes were 
parked nearby and three cargo-laden 
American transport planes landed in 
quick succession at his official Sam 
Thong base. After denying he even 
received indirect US  military support, 
Vang Pao calmly climbed into an  
unmarked American helicopter, 

guarded by Laotians carrying Amer- 
ican-made M-16 automatic rifles, and 
was flown back to his secret Long 
Cheng headquarters by a three-man 
American crew." 

Abrams gave some details on the 
U. S. operation in Laos: 

"In addition to 75  military advisers 
listed as embassy 'attaches', about 
300 men are employed in a variety 
of clandestine military activities su- 
pervised by the CIA. Although tech- 
nically civilians, many CIA agents 
in Laos are former Special Forces 
soldiers recruited because of military 
expertise and  Vietnam experience. 

"These ex-Green Berets train gov- 
ernment troops, assist wide-ranging 
reconnaissance teams and plan 
guerilla and psychological warfare 
operations. They wear combat fa- 
tigues and work out of three main 
camps, where they administer rigor- 
ous training in jungle warfare, 
guerilla tactics, communications h an- 
dling and weaponry. 

"The CIA also maintains and large- 
ly controls Vang Pao's army of ap- 
proximately 15,000 full-time troops. 
Official instructions to the contrary, 
CIA personnel occasionally accom- 
pany these forces on combat forays. 
More than 20  agents have been killed 
in Laos." Total American combat 
deaths, including pilots shot down 
during bombing missions, are said to 
number some 200. 

Even the financing for the dirty war 
in Laos is hidden by Washington 
through various subterfuges. 

"Money for many 17s operations in 
Laos is cloaked in fhe budget of the 
mammoth Agency for International 
Development, or  channelled through 
other unobtrusive conduits. The scope 
of American financial support of the 
neutralist Royal Lao government tes- 
tifies to the effectiveness of such cover. 
Total American assistance here is re- 
liably estimated at between YS$250 
million and  $300 million per year. 
Of that, only the technical aid bud- 
get - about $60 million - is made 
public. The rest, undisclosed, goes al- 
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most entirely for military purposes." 
The Far Eastern. Economic Review 
correspondent does not indicate wheth- 
er this figure includes the cost of the 
U. S. bombing raids, but presumably 
it does not. 

T.D. Allman, writing in the same 
issue of the Hongkong weekly, said 
the W. S. "now flies as many as 20,000 
bombing sorties a month in Laos- 
and they are increasingly directed not 
just against the Ho Chi Minh trail 
but against communist settlements and  
supply routes which previously were 
spared." 

According to Allman, the government 
"victory" last summer in the Plaine 
des Jarres did little to offset a general 
collapse of Prince Souvanna Phou- 
ma's administration in wide areas of 
the country. 

"The Plain of Jars  . . . is still rela- 
tively quiet with CIA-organised Clan- 
destiine Army units still holding posi- 
tions that for five years had been a 
Pathet Lao heartland. But elsewhere 
in the country communist terrorists 
and battalion-sized units have sliced 
deep into government-held territory, 
disrupting traffic on  the country's 
main highways and threatening sev- 
eral important towns in central Laos." 

The Pathet Lao has for a long time 
controlled the eastern half of the coun- 
try all the way from the China bor- 
der in the north to the Cambodian 
border in the south. In September, 
however, U. S.-backed troops attacked 
the IPathet Lao-held town of Muong 
in the central province of Savanna- 
khet. 

"In reprisal," Allman writes, "North 
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao forces 
have driven west: forcing government 
units from dozens of small outposts, 
attacking the two important towns of 
Muong Phalane and Keng Kok, and 
even shelling the military centre of 
Seno, only 35 kilometres from the 
Mekong. 

"In less than two months, the gov- 
ernment lost most of a province where 
before it loosely dominated consider- 
ably more than half the territory and 
more than three-quarters of the popu- 
lation." Savannakhet is one of the 
most populous regions of Laos. 

Large areas of the country have 
newly fallen to the Pathet Lao, all 
the way to the Mekong River, the 
western border. 

"Thus," Allman writes, "from Sitha- 

28 

done province on the Thai-Cambo- 
dian border, where communist troops 
for the first time now have a n  invul- 
nerable base area, all along the nom- 
inally-government-held banks of the 
Mekong up to the Burmese border, 
the Royal Lao government finds it- 
self with its overland communications 
cut, its main towns isolated, and small 
parties of communist troops able vir- 
tually at will to attack a wide variety 
of targets." 

It is to stave off the threatened col- 
lapse of its "client" government that 
Washington has  initiated the genoci- 
dal bombing of civilians in the Pathet 
Lao areas. But bombing alone may 
not save the discredited regime in 
Vientiane. Both Abrams and Allman 
suggest that Nixon will find i t  diffi- 
cult to keep his puppet in power with- 
out committing massive numbers of 
American combat troops. 

"The Americans began the bombing 
with some hope of keeping the war 

from spreading deep into the territory 
of a n  increasingly dependent Vientiane 
government," Allman writes. "But jet 
bombers cannot stop ambushes; they 
are of relatively little use even in me- 
dium-sized engagements. As a result, 
American bombs have been able to 
drive the communists off the Plain of 
Jars and have constantly harassed 
traffic along the Ho Chi Minh trail. 
But nothing the Americans can do, 
short of moving their own ground 
troops into Laos, can prevent the com- 
munists from disrupting normal com- 
merce and government in the Mekong 
valley." 

There is now "absolute unanimity 
among all observers, of all persua- 
sions," Allman concludes, "that an  end 
to the Laos war is impossible until 
after the end of the Vietnam war, when- 
ever that may come, and that the 
prognosis for Laos in 1970, and in- 
deed for a long time after that, is for 
more- perhaps much more- oi the 
same." 

Lukacs Scores Practices of Stal inism 

Georg Lukacs, the celebrated Hun- 
gar ian philosopher, made a broad 
attack on Stalinist conservatism in an  
interview given to Borba, the organ 
of the Yugoslav Communists. 

Lukacs called for a "renewal of the 
bases of Marxist theory," which he 
said were still suffering from Stalinist 
distortions. 

Lukacs called for applying Marxist 
principles to international relations. 
The specific principle he had  in mind 
was "A people which oppresses another 
cannot be free." 

Unless they democratize their so- 
cieties, Lukacs said, the workers states 
will be unable to solve their economic 
problems. He specified that in his own 
country also, economic reforms can- 
not succeed "unless they proceed to 
a renewal of socialist democracy." 

One of the main accusations Lukacs 
made against Stalinism was that it 
"turned Marxism upside down," trans- 
forming tactical considerations into so- 
called revolutionary strategy. This led 
to "grotesque" results and a contempt 
for reality that has  still not been over- 
come. 

Lukacs credited Yugoslavia, which 
is much admired in East Europe, for 

standing up to the Kremlin, with pav- 
ing the way for the establishment of 
democratic socialism through self- 
management by the workers in the 
plants. He praised Tito for being 
"the first to criticize the Stalinist meth- 
ods in a practical way." 

Despite the importance of Tito's de- 
fiance of the Kremlin in 1948, and the 
role played by the Yugoslavs in be- 
ginning the breakup of monolithic Sta- 
linism, Lukacs chose a n  unfortunate 
time for lauding Belgrade for "social- 
ist democracy." 

In a recent plenum of the Serbian 
philosophical society, a speaker had 
this to say  about the progress of de- 
mocratization in Yugoslavia: "The 
party's words about freedom of self- 
management are only a facade . . . 
At bottom, this situation is like that 
in the Soviet Union between 1935 and 
1937, when men were led like lambs 
to the slaughter." 

These remarks referred to the purges 
of dissident intellectuals that have been 
in progress in Yugoslavia for some 
months, resulting in the silencing of 
a number of relatively independent 
publications and in jail terms for out- 
spoken journalists. 
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Deformations of Human Embryo 

Nixon's Chemical Warfare in Vietnam 
By Ger ry  Foley 

Nixon's announcement November 
25, 1969, shortly after the revelations 
about the Songmy massacre, that the 
United States would never use bacteri- 
ological weapons nor initiate the use 
of toxic gases does not seem to have 
won Washington a new humanitarian 
image. 

In fact, this concession may only 
have succeeded in drawing more atten- 
tion to the Pentagon's use of "tear gas" 
and  defoliants in Vietnam, which the 
White House specifically excluded from 
the ban. 

The council of the American Associ- 
ation for the Advancement of Science 
voted December 30 to condemn the use 
in Vietnam of two types of defoliants 
designated by the names 2,4,5-T; and 
2,4-D. The resolution cited evidence 
that the chemicals involved cause de- 
formations of the human embryo. 

Concern over the long-range effects 
of the chemicals being used by the 
U. S. on a massive scale in Vietnam 
has been mounting among medical 
and environmental specialists for some 
time. Considerable obstacles have been 
encountered, however, in establishing 
the facts. 

In an  article in the January 2 issue 
of the Paris daily Le Monde, Jacques 
Decornoy reviewed the evidence on 
the consequences of the defoliation. 

Laboratory rats and mice, given 
type 2,4,5-T defoliant in their food, 
give birth to young with deformed 
palates and defective livers and  kid- 
neys. 

The Saigon paper Tin-Sang was 
suspended, Decornoy wrote, for mere- 
ly raising the question of the long- 
range effects of the defoliants on vege- 
tation, animal, and  human life. A Sai- 
gon journalist, quoted in the Novem- 
ber 1 issue of the New Haven Register, 
accused the Thieu government of try- 
ing to conceal a n  increasing rate of 
abnormal births resulting from U. S. 
chemical warfare. 

Representative Richard McCarthy of 
New York appealed to Nixon in No- 
vember to stop using potentially dan- 
gerous defoliants in Vietnam. At the 
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same time, McCarthy raised some in- 
teresting questions. He asked why the 
Defense Department had decided to 
continue to use a chemical in Vietnam 
that Nixon's scientific adviser Dr. Du- 
bridge had banned from use in the 
United States. He asked why Wash- 
ington had done nothing to check out 
the questions raised by the suppressed 
journal Tin-Sang. 

Two American zoologists - G.H. 
Orians of the University of Washing- 
ton and E. W. Pfeiffer of the University 
of Montana-were able to conduct a 
limited study of some defoliated areas 
in Vietnam during a two-week period 
in 1969. They were excluded from the 
forest and  mountain regions but man- 
aged to visit some sites north of Sai- 
gon and in the Mekong Delta. 

Orians and Pfeiffer reported that the 
localities they observed, which had 
been defoliated several years previous- 
ly, were still totally denuded. In areas 
normally covered with lush man- 
groves, only the birds who feed on 
fish seemed to have survived. 

Scientists have so far been unable 
to study the effect of the defoliants on 
fish, but the appearance of certain 
symptoms, such as skin blotches, have 
aroused alarm. Fish is a n  essential 
staple in the Vietnamese diet. 

Writing in the June 9 and 2 3  issues 
of Scientific Research Orians and Pfeif- 
fer outlined the use of defoliants. 
About 50 percent of the defoliants 
dropped from the air consists of the 
so-called orange mixture, which is 
composed of types 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T. 

The "white" mixture, which destroys 
forests, makes up about 35 percent of 
the defoliants delivered from the air. 

According to Decornoy, the effects 
of the defoliants on  Vietnamese soils 
cannot be studied because these chem- 
icals are  used primarily in zones con- 
trolled by the National Liberation 
Front. 

A formidable obstacle to researching 
the impact of chemical warfare in the 
NLF-held areas is that they are sub- 
jected to continual and massive bom- 
bardment. The B-52 bombers, which 

are  mainly used for this, carry out 
their raids from such a high level 
that they cannot be seen or heard 
from the ground. Thus, their high 
explosives hit without warning. 

The bombing has  been so intense, 
Decornoy writes, that "It may now 
be asked what consequences the air  
raids carried out mainly by  B-52's 
will have on the agricultural economy. 
The bombs dropped by these planes 
blasted out nearly 2,600,000 craters 
in 1968 alone and they were not the 
only planes used. Certain districts are  
so devastated that they can hardly be 
cultivated any  more. Transformed in- 
to stagnant pools, these craters teem 
with mosquitos, increasing the risk 
of epidemics." 

In order to achieve the politically 
desirable objective of reducing U. S. 
casualties in Vietnam, Nixon need not 
deescalate his use of chemicals and 
bombs. Unlike foot soldiers, high-fly- 
ing bombers are relatively invulner- 
able to small-arms fire and totally be- 
yond the reach of such devices as  
sharpened stakes coated with water- 
buffalo dung. 

Thus, "Vietnamization," Washing- 
ton's code word for getting American 
troops out of the line of fire, may not 
require any  great increase in the ef- 
fectiveness of the Saigon army. The 
Pentagon may  hope that it can Iiqui- 
date the Vietnamese revolution by 
turning a substantial part of the coun- 
try into a n  irreclaimable desert and 
a decisive section of the people into 
a mass of despondent and dependent 
refugees . 

The U. S. military 'machine seems 
specially adapted for just that kind 
of job -impersonal, mechanical de- 
struction by remote control. 

As the Pentagon's perennial cheer- 
leader, columnist Stewart Alsop, wrote 
in the December 29  issue of Newsweek, 
"American ingenuity has produced all 
sorts of useful tricks and techniques 
-Rome plows to make infiltration 
barriers, miracle rice, the terrifying 
B-52 strikes, airborne sensors, river 
patrols, simplified road-building tech 
niques, and  so on. This is the sort of 
thing we Americans are good at." 
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Arub Students Meet 

Support Palestinian Resistance Movement 
B y  Javad Sadeeg 

Arab intellectuals in the U. S. voiced 
support to the Palestine revolution at 
the annual convention of the Asso- 
ciation of Arab-American University 
Graduates in Detroit December 5-7. 

The convention theme was "The 
Palestine Revolution: Its Internation- 
al, Social and Technical Dimensions." 

More than twenty papers were pre- 
sented for the consideration of the 
some 200 participants. The papers 
ranged from "The International Di- 
mensions of the Palestine Revolution," 
by  Professor Hisham Sharabi, to "The 
Palestine Liberation Movement in the 
Arts," by the young Palestinian artist 
Kamal Boullata, and "Law and the 
Palestine Revolution," by Abdeen Ja- 
bara ,  editor of Free Palestine. 

Non-Arab speakers also took the 
floor. Among them, Ania Francos, 
author of Les Palestiniens, and the 
Pakistani author Ahmad Eqbal re- 
ceived standing ovations. 

Tariq Ali, the Trotskyist revolution- 
ist, who was invited to deliver the 
keynote speech to the convention, was 
prevented from doing so by  the U.S. 
authorities. In a last minute move, 
they denied him a visa. 

This arrogant racist action of the 
Nixon administration was condemned 
by  the participants at the convention. 
They reflected the feelings of the van- 
guard throughout the Arab world. 

Fateh, which is published by  the 
Palestine National Liberation Move- 
ment, featured a front-page account 
of the Tariq Ali case in its December 
5 issue: 

"Ali's speech was to be on 'The Pal- 
estine Revolution and Wars of Na- 
tional Liberation.' 

Piress Institute Denounces Agnew 

U. S. Vice-president Spiro Agnew was 
cited as "the most serious threat to free- 
dom of information in the free w o r l d  
in the annual  report made to the Inter- 
national Press Institute in Zurich by its 
chairman, Krnest Meyer. Meyer said that 
Agnew, in his attacks on  the press and his 
ominous references to the government's 
power to withdraw broadcasting licenses, 
was ''clearly encouraged by the White 
House." 

"A lawyer for the association said 
the State Department's action was part 
of the U. S. administration's efforts 
to suppress points of view at variance 
with its policies. 

"U. S. officials claimed they were de- 
nying the visa to Ali for his promi- 
nent participation in a n  antiwar dem- 
onstration Nov. 23 outside the U. S. 
embassy in London." 

However, these and  other imperial- 

ist and Zionist acts of intimidation- 
and they have been many-did not 
deter the Arab intellectuals in this 
country from defending the Palestine 
revolution and, further, taking a prin- 
cipled position in relation to the "third 
world" revolution. 

This was exemplified by Professor 
Ibrahim Abu-Lughod, president of the 
association, who declared in his open- 
ing speech: 

'We stand united with our Black 
Brothers in the United States, in South 
Africa, Rhodesia and in Mozambique 
and Angola; we stand united with the 
gallant fighters of Vietnam and with 
all other groups valiantly struggling 
against all manifestations of human 
oppression." 

Bolivia 

D e b r a y  Interviewed on French TV 

The first television interview with 
Regis Debray since his imprisonment 
in Bolivia in 1967 was broadcast in 
France December 30. The young 
French intellectual is serving a thirty- 
year sentence for allegedly taking part 
in the guerrilla struggle led by Che 
Guevara. The January 3 issue of 
the Paris daily Le Monde carried a 
report of the interview, which had been 
granted to Bernard Volker and 
Adolphe Drey in Debray's cell in Ca- 
miri on Christmas day. 

"I am in a cell from morning to 
night and from night to morning," 
Debray said, "and that is all. This 
is a very small prison, a sort of cave, 
a bears' den surrounded by barbed 
wire and guard towers." He told the 
newsmen that the conditions of his 
imprisonment had improved some- 
what in the preceding two months. 

On his hopes for freedom, Debray 
declared: 

"I won't be able to leave as  long 
as  this country continues its relations 
with American imperialism, relations 
that are very deep. The most reac- 
tionary sector of the army, which is 
holding me, knows perfectly well the 
meaning of keeping me in prison, in- 
asmuch as  in the next coup d'etat 
they will surely have the opportunity 
to settle the thing in a more definitive 

way, so that I face all kinds of un- 
certainties." 

Debray commented on General 
Ovando's recent hints that his case 
might be reopened. Ovando, he said, 
"stands between the right and left 
wings of the apparatus. As long as  
this contradiction is not resolved, I 
won't get out." 

Debray told Volker and Drey that 
he did not believe further efforts on 
his behalf would succeed. 

"I am very grateful to the French 
government for everything it has 
done," he said, "but it is evident that 
for many reasons it can do no more. 
As to my French friends, I also be- 
lieve that they have done everything 
they can. I think they have already 
done a lot, almost too much, and 
I am not inclined to ask them to do 
more. I believe that I must return 
to anonymity, which I should never 
have left. I do not merit all this com- 
motion, this whole campaign." 

Debray called attention to the con- 
dition of other political prisoners in 
Latin America. 

'We must concern ourselves with the 
prisoners in Brazil," he said. "There 
has been a very remarkable move- 
ment of solidarity on my behalf, but 
I believe that we must think instead 
of the comrades tortured in Brazil." 
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Belgium 

Young Guard Socialists Hold Congress 

[The following article has  been trans- 
lated from the December 27 issue of 
the Belgian revolutionary-socialist 
weekly La Gauche.] 

* * * 

More than a hundred activists par- 
ticipated in the national congress of 
the JGS [Jeune Garde Socialiste- So- 
cialist Young Guard] which was held 
in Ghect this weekend [December 20- 
2 11. The majority were university and 
high-school students but there were al- 
so workers from private industry and 
the public services, as well as young 
teachers. 

There was no more-or-less self-con- 
gratulatory juggling of successes 
against failures. The traditional for- 
mulas stressing "the positive" were out. 
But one elementary necessity was af- 
firmed-the need to achieve the the- 
oretical and organizational means for 
action. These were some of the as- 
pects of a congress which marked the 
point of takeoff, a qualitative leap 
for the JGS. 

Two reports were discussed at this 
meeting- a political report and a n  
organizational report. The latter pro- 
posed a new constitution for the move- 
ment. The primary objective of both 
reports was to offer a unified answer 
to the problems facing activists in the 
regions where they are established and 
in the JGS's areas of work- the uni- 
versity, worker, high-school, and an- 
ti-imperialist arenas. 

The political report sought to show 
that the different aspects of the same 
general capitalist reality that we face 
are tied together by  essential common 
elements. It sought to bring out these 
elements by  analyzing the internation- 
al  context in which Belgian capital- 
ism operates. The report sought to 
explain what overall goals the bour- 
geoisie is pursuing even through the 
many different spheres and manifold 
aspects of its activity. 

At the same time, the political re- 
port posed the necessity for revolu- 
tionists to respond on the same over- 
all level through varied tactics ad- 
justed to fit specific audiences and re- 
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gions. It set forth the necessity of rev- 
olutionists mounting a general coun- 
terattack, a counterattack requiring a 
unified strategy by the vanguard or- 
ganization to which all tactics and 
partial struggles must be subor- 
dinated. 

Partial struggles acquire meaning 
and value only as the specific expres- 
sions of such a general strategy. Thus, 
the vanguard refuses to combat any 
single aspect or component of capi- 
talism in separation from the strug- 
gle against capitalism per se. 

The JGS rejected once and for all 
the narrow-minded "realism" that con- 
sists of treating every problem sep- 
arately as it arises, in sovereign dis- 
regard for the broad economic, social, 
and political reality that shapes and 
determines it. Such "realism" results 
in an  attitude of abdication, of "act- 
ing" while "waiting for the revolution." 

This abdication may take either a 
reformist aspect (parliamentary "ac- 
tion" and  discreet invocations of our 
socialist future in Labor Day speeches) 
or an  ultraleft, Mao-spontankist as- 
pect (repetitious "actions" "in the ser- 
vice of the people" lacking any stra- 
tegic tie-up, awaiting the Great Day 
that will inevitably come when the 
interminable revolutions of the ac- 
tivist prayer wheel reach the celestial 
number ). 

The function of the political report 
was to analyze the present capitalist 
reality, and propose a strategy and 
tactics based on it. The report on the 
new constitution had  the aim of pro- 
viding the organization with a struc- 
ture enabling it to carry out this pol- 
icy. 

This meant unifying the work of the 
JGS in different areas into a coherent 
whole. It meant unifying and central- 
izing the organization, which will plan 
this work as well a s  execute it. Above 
all, it meant selecting a political and 
organizational leadership. 

The questions of strategy, organiza- 
tion, and leadership obviously could 
not be solved with the wave of a mag- 
ic wand. In adopting a political re- 

port, in laying out a line of action, 
in adopting democratic socialist or- 
ganizational forms, in establishing 
membership standards, and in elect- 
ing a political leadership which will 
guide the overall work of the JGS 
in all its aspects, the activists present 
in Ghent realized that they had not 
solved everything. 

The December 1969 congress 
opened a period of discussion on the 
central political document which will 
last a full year. Discussion and po- 
litical education work will go  hand 
in hand, since many theoretical prob- 
lems must be dealt with and thorough- 
ly understood by the JGS members 
before they can fully assume the main 
obligations of this document. 

In February a national conference 
will discuss tasks and tactics in the 
movement's arenas of work. 

As of now, however, our  activity 
will be based on clear political guide- 
lines. As a result, this activity wilI 
serve to test our orientation and to 
increase understanding of it and the 
theoretical considerations on which it 
is based. 

Beginning now, confronted by a se- 
ries of concrete tasks, the leadership 
team elected by the congress will be 
obliged to transform itself into a re- 
sponsible political leadership. The or- 
ganizational and political framework 
that the congress established for its 
functioning will force this. 

In the immediate period ahead, the 
centralization of our work within the 
context of a political line already as- 
similated by  the JGS activists will give 
them a new broader understanding 
and increase their effectiveness, even 
if we still far from exhaust the poten- 
tialities such centralization offers. 

The JGS has irrevocably begun the 
process of building a vanguard youth 
organization, taking the first step on 
the road toward building a revolu- 
tionary party. The activists who voted 
almost unanimously for the reports, 
after discussing them and amending 
them with a seriousness and self-dis- 
cipline quite new in the movement, 
clearly realized this. And because they 
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lized it, they also voted for the 
part of the report that defined the 
JGS as  having a Trotskyist line and 
a s  a sympathizing organization of the 
Fourth International. 

The revolutionary party must be an  
international party confronting world 
capitalism. Setting out on the path to 

building such a party brings you to- 
ward those who have not merely pi- 
ously desired a n  international party 
but who have concretely tried to con- 
struct one. 

Drawing the practical conclusions 
from what was called for in theory, 
the JGS showed that it had passed 

a landmark. Its last links with Social 
Democracy and centrism have been 
cut. It has  a year to show that it was 
right in moving forward against the 
tide of skepticism, dilettantism, and 
immobilism. As far as  we are con- 
cerned, we have no doubt that our  
choice will bring good results. 

Soviet Union 

'Clinic' to Probe NataIia Gorbanevskaya's Politics 
Natalia Gorbanevskaya, who was 

arrested in Moscow December 24, will 
reportedly be sent to a psychiatric clin- 
ic this month for pretrial examination. 
The thirty-three-year-old poetess is 
threatened with confinement in a men- 
tal institution, a n  increasingly com- 
mon device for disposing of political 
dissidents without the embarrassment 
of a public trial. 

Mrs. Gorbanevskaya, the mother of 
two boys, was one of a group who 
demonstrated in Red Square on Au- 
gust 25 ,  1968, protesting the inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia. She was one 
of the thirty-nine signers of an open 
letter circulated on the eve of Stalin's 
ninetieth birthday anniversary Decem- 
ber 21, 1969, protesting the ouster 
of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn from the 
writers' union. 

The June 30, 1969, issue of the Un- 
derground Soviet periodical Chronicle 
of Current Events carried a descrip- 
tion of the treatment of persons de- 
clared mentally ill because of their 
political beliefs. Its account was sum- 
marized by  Neal Ascherson in the 
London Observer and in the Wash- 
ington Post of January 5 .  

The Chronicle said that a panel of 
psychiatric experts, called the "Special 
Diagnosis" department, exists at the 
Serbsky Institute in Moscow which 
handles such cases. The panel is head- 
ed by Professor D. R. Lunts, chief of 
the "Politicals Department" of the Serb- 
sky Institute in the 1950s. 

"Experience makes it clear," the 
Chronicle said, "that each decision is 
taken at the KGB [secret police] level, 
and Prof. Lunts has only to wrap it 
up in the form of a medical conclu- 
sion." 

Recent "patients" include former Ma- 
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jor General Pyotr G. Grigorenko, for- 
mer Latvian collective farm chairman 
Ivan Yakhimovitch, and Ilya Rips, 
the student who set himself on fire 
in Riga to protest the Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. 

The other patients in these special 
hospitals, according to the Chronicle, 
are those who have "committed se- 
rious crimes (brutal murder, rape, 
thuggery), and are not answerable 
for their actions as being in a mental- 
ly disturbed state, and are therefore 
exempt from trial." 

Political "patients" are kept in the 
same cells as  regular patients. Ascher- 
son quotes from the Chronicle on their 
treatment: the politicals are "subjected 

to injections of large doses of ami- 
nazin and sulfazin which cause depres- 
sive shock reaction and serious phys- 
ical disorders . . . sometimes sodium 
aninate, a strong narcotic, is admin- 
istered by injection to weaken the pa- 
tient, and after the injection he is in- 
terrogated." 

According to the Chronicle, the hos- 
pital staff consists in part of security 
police with white overalls over their 
uniforms. Persons who are released 
from these hospitals are given a spe- 
cial identity card. "Those who per- 
sist in refusing to admit they are ill 
have," it says, "on the whole, hardly 
any hope of getting out to freedom." 

I ta l ian Anarchists Charge  Frame-up 

At a press conference in Paris Jan- 
uary 2 ,  French and Italian anarchist 
leaders denounced police attempts to 
pin the blame for the December 12 
bombings in Rome and Milan on their 
cothinkers. They called it a "new Sacco 
and Vanzetti case." 

The conference was organized by the 
Federation Anarchiste [Anarchist Fed- 
eration] and le Monde Libertaire, the 
organization's month!y organ. The 
speakers were Hemel, the general sec- 
retary of the Federation Anarchiste; 
Roland Bosdeveix, the organization's 
secretary of external affairs; Maurice 
Joyeux, the editor of le Monde Liber- 
hire; and Marco Airoldi, a represen- 
tative of the Libertarian Youth of 
Milan. 

Hemel explained that while anar- 
chists are not opposed to terrorism, 
it must have a po!itical aim. The Ital- 
ian bombings made no political sense 

from their point of view. "The authors 
of anarchist attacks, have always 
openly proclaimed their responsibility 
for them," Hemel said. "Ravacho! 
mounted the steps of the scaffold sing- 
ing. An act  of terrorism has no mean- 
ing unless someone takes credit for 
it. That is why it is absurd to attrib- 
ute the anonymous exp!osions in 
Rome and Milan, the acts of irre- 
sponsible malefactors, to anarchists. 

The speakers stressed the lack of 
solid evidence against Pietro Valpre- 
da  and the five Roman anarchists 
arrested in connection with the bomb- 
ings. They denounced as arbitrary 
the arrest of Giuseppe Pinelli, a n  
anarchist activist, who died in a mys- 
terious fall from the fourth floor of 
police headquarters. "They committed 
Pinelli's suicide for him," one of the 
speakers said. 
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North Vietnam 

Praise for the Gravedigger of Revolutions 

Nhan Dan, the official North Viet- 
namese government newspaper, car-, 
ried a front-page editorial December 
22 commemorating the ninetieth an- 
niversary of the birth of Stalin. Ac- 
cording to a report in the December 
2 3  Washington Post, the Vietnamese 
described the late dictator as  "an em- 
inent Marxist-Leninist theoretician, 
great leader of the Soviet Union and 
the world Communist movement." 

The Nhan Dan editorial reportedly 
said that Stalin was Lenin's "disciple, 
comrade-in-arms and successor," and 
that he "waged a n  unremitting strug- 
gle to preserve the purity of Marxism- 
Leninism and develop its creative pow- 
er" while opposing "opportunism un- 
der all forms." 

Nhan Dan urged the "entire Viet- 
namese party, army and people" to 
learn from Stalin's "revolutionary spir- 
it." 

Even Pravda, in its December 2 1  
editorial on Stalin's birth, included 
criticism of his "unjustified repression" 
of the Soviet people, although the So- 
viet CP paper painted a more favor- 
able picture of Stalin than at any 
time since the Khrushchev reve!ations 
in 1956. 

It can hardly be supposed that the 
North Vietnamese leaders are unaware 
of the truth about Stalin. Lenin, rather 
than regarding him as  his "disciple, 
comrade-in-arms, and successor," de- 
manded that the party remove Stalin 
a s  general secretary. After Lenin's 
death, Stalin became the spokesman 
for the privileged bureaucratic caste 
that suppressed every expression of 
proletarian democracy in the Soviet 
Union and murdered virtually a!! of 
Lenin's closest collaborators. 

Instead of opposing "opportunism 
under all forms," it was Stalin who 
made "peaceful coexistence" with im- 
perialism a central tenet of the Com- 
munist International in place of 
Lenin's policy of advancing revolu- 
tionary struggleh 

The Vietnamebe people have had 
bitter experiences with Stalinism. Af- 
ter World War 11, when the French 
sought to reoccupy Indochina and 
crush the new Viet Minh regime, the 
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French Communist party- then, a s  
now, one of the most servilely pro- 
Moscow CPs in the world- supported 
the de Gaulle regime against theViet- 
namese. 

The French CP was, in fact, in the 
government, and in March 1947 all 
the Communist cabinet members voted 
to support the military expedition. 
Maurice Thorez, then head of the Com- 
munist party and  a vice-premier, per- 
sonally signed the military orders. 
L'Humanitd, the French CP news- 
paper, although it formally called for 
negotiations with Ho Chi Minh's gov- 
ernment, declared in the July 24, 1946 
issue, that it did not wish to see France 
reduced to "its own small metropoli- 
tan territory . . . 

"Are we," 1 'Humanitd added, "after 
having lost Syria and  Lebanon yes- 
terday, to lose Indochina tomorrow, 
north Africa the day  after?" 

In 1954, after the French had been 
decisively defeated at Dienbienphu, 
Stalin's immediate successors and their 
Chinese counterparts insisted that the 
victorious Viet Minh accept the extreme- 
ly  disadvantageous terms proposed 
by  the French and their American al- 
lies: that the Viet Minh withdraw north 
of the seventeenth parallel and turn 
the south over to the French puppet 
emperor Bao Dai, thus setting the 
stage for the present American inter- 
vention in support of a n  "independent" 
South Vietnamese regime. 

Tillman Durdin, writing from 
Geneva in the July 24, 1954, New 
York Times, said: "Evidence has  ac- 
cumulated here that Viet Minh lead- 
ers are not entirely happy about the 
peace settlement for Vietnam. A num- 
ber of members of the Vietnam dele- 
gation have declared openly that pres- 
sure from Chinese Communist Premier 
Chou En Lai and Soviet Minister Vya- 
cheslav M. Molotov [to this day a die- 
hard defender of Stalin's record] forced 
their regime to accept less than it right- 
ly should have obtained here." 

It must be recognized, of course, 
that the Vietnamese leaders are un- 
der heavy pressure from both Mos- 
cow and Peking, which control the 
major sources of arms for the free- 

dom fighters in South Vietnam. Nei- 
ther of the bureaucratic giants would 
hesitate a moment to cut off even the 
small flow of aid they have granted 
the Vietnamese if political concessions 
were not forthcoming. 

The fact that the Hanoi leaders feel 
it necessary to pay  such blackmail 
(or  to hail Stalin for reasons of their 
own) does not lessen the duty of rev- 
olutionists throughout the world to 
actively demonstrate their solidarity 
with the Vietnamese revolution and  
to do everything within their power 
to force the United States to withdraw 
all its troops at once from Vietnam. 

At the same time, it must be stated 
that putting Stalin in a place of honor 
injures the Vietnamese revolution. Sta- 
linism has  accurately been described 
as  the syphilis of the labor movement. 
Millions of people who are opposed 
to what U.S. imperialism is doing in 
Vietnam can become uncertain and 
even more accessible to imperialist 
propaganda if Hanoi fails to recog- 
nize where Stalin stands in informed 
public opinion internationally today. 

Turkish Students Take Over  Buses 

In a protest action against cancellation 
of reduced-fare permits, students a t  Anka-  
ra [Jniversity on .Jaunary 5 took over 
more than thirty buses run by  the city, 
according to Associated Press. 

The students stopped the buses in var-  
ious areas and ordered the passengers 
to get out. Then they took the buses to 
the university campus and other loca- 
tions. 

For four hours, traffic w a s  paralyzed. 
The students finally released the buses 
after a battle with the police in which 
seven cops were injured. Thirty-lour stu- 
dents were arrested. 

Passes had previously been issued by 
the student government. They entitled stu- 
dents to ride at half price and to enter 
movie theaters at reduced prices. 

Ankara municipal authorities claimed 
that the system had been abused and that 
persons not enrolled at the university had 
been getting the passes. 

Correction 

In the article in our  last issue "YSA 
Convention Registers New Gains," George 
Fyson was listed (page 5 )  as being from 
the Socialist Action League of Australia. 
That should have been New Zealand. 
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Door Opened in  Warsaw 

Peking Agrees to Resume Talks with Washington 

By Les Evans 

On January 8, Peking agreed to re- 
sume the procedure, broken off during 
the "cultural revolution," of having a 
Chinese ambassador meet regularly 
in Warsaw with a n  American ambas- 
sador for  talks on subjects of mutua! 
concern to the two governments. 

In the United States the press that 
represents the sector of the capitalist 
class that has  long advocated modify- 
ing l.he State Department policy of not 
recognizing China is hailing this as  
a n  encouraging step. In their opinion 
it is fresh proof of what they have 
long contended- Peking wi!! respond 
if the U. S. drops its long-standing be!- 
licose attitude and seeks norma! rela- 
tions with a government that after 
all represents one-fourth of the human 
race. 

The talks were broken off by the 
Chinese on January 8, 1968, as the 
"cultural revolution" reached a climax 
and the Maoist faction recalled vir- 
tually a!l its representatives abroad, 
from workers states as well as  from 
the ctapitalist countries. 

In recent months Peking has begun 
to reassign ambassadors to embas- 
sies in various countries. In Poland, 
in fa.ct, there is still no Chinese am- 
bassador, and  so, instead of a n  am- 
bassador, Lei Yang, a charge d'af- 
faires, will hold the first officia! meet- 
ing with U.S. Ambassador Walter J. 
Stoessel Jr. on  January 20. 

The reopening of talks cou!d be 
taken as mere!y a restoration of the 
1968 procedure. But the break was 
so demonstrative and has lasted so 
long that new factors, it may well 
be concluded, are now involved, par- 
ticularly the tension in Sino-Soviet re- 
lations which reached the point of 
armed conflict before the present Mos- 
cow-Peking talks opened. 

Washington obviously desires to 
turn the tension between the Soviet 
Union and the People's Republic of 
China to account. 

Even the pre!iminaries to the agree- 
ment to resume diplomatic contact in 
Warsaw were drawn out and carefu!ly 
stage-managed by both sides. The first 
meeting between Stoessel and Lei 
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Yang took place December 3 at, of 
all places, a fashion show at the 
Yugoslav embassy in Warsaw. This 
was followed by  a meeting at the Chi- 
nese embassy December l l  that lasted 
more than a n  hour. The agreement 
was sealed when Lei Yang returned 
the call on January 8, the second an- 
niversary of the !ast formal meeting. 

Nixon began bidding for the re- 
newal of contacts as long ago as July, 
when he ordered a re!axation of the 
total trade embargo Washington has 
enforced against China since 1950. 
Businesses were sti!! to be prohibited 
from importing Chinese goods, but 
tourists would now be allowed to bring 
back $100 worth of goods made in 
China. 

In December the ceiling on tourist 
purchases was lifted entirely and, more 
important, foreign subsidiaries of 17. S. 
companies are  now permitted to do 
business with the Chinese. Other ges- 
tures included allowing the ban on 
travel to China to fall into disuse, 
although the Chinese have permitted 
few Americans to enter the country. 
Secretary of State Rogers even hinted 
at a December 23 news conference 
that Washington's virulent campaign 
to keep the People's Repub!ic of China 
out of the United Nations might be 
scrapped- some time in the future. 

Tad Szulc, writing from Washing- 
ton in the December 28 N m  York 
Times, suggested there had been rec- 
iprocity from Peking at a n  early stage 
of these developments: 

"Knowledgeable officials here make 
clear that the Nixon Administration 
would not have voluntari!y come forth 
with public concessions to Communist 
China if it had not received, through 
diplomatic channels, so!id indications 
of interest, if not actual encourage- 
ment, from Peking. Pakistan has  
helped with these quiet indirect con- 
tacts." 

Although few American newspapers 
said so, Nixon's trade "concessions" 
proved to be advantageous to U.S.  
businesses abroad. The concessions 
also helped to remove a major point 

of friction between Washington and 
governments, particularly Ottawa, that 
maintain trade relations with China. 
The Toronto Globe and Mail dis- 
cussed these questions in its Decem- 
ber 24 issue: 

"The ban on trading with China," 
wrote the paper's Washington corre- 
spondent Terrance Wills, "placed by 
Washington on subsidiaries abroad 
of U. S. companies, has been a polit- 
ical sore spot and hot potato in Ca- 
nada for years. . . . The easing of 
the LJ. S. restrictions is especially sig- 
nificant for Canada for two reasons: 
the large percentage of Canadian 
industry controlled by [ J .  S. com- 
panies and citizens, and the cur- 
rent talks between Ottawa and Pe- 
king to establish mutual recogni- 
tion. . . . The Canadian Govern- 
ment has  maintained that 17.S.- 
controlled firms on Canadian soil are 
obliged to follow Canadian !aws. The 
[U.  S.] Associated Press took it for 
granted that these firms followed the 
17. S. restrictions." 

If Nixon's "concessions" to China 
have been more apparent than rea! 
up to now, he made a more tangible 
gift to Chiang Kai-shek to soothe the 
genera!issimo, who has strong parti- 
sans in the 1J.S. On November 20 
Representative Robert L. F. Sikes in- 
troduced a bill in Congress to ap- 
propriate $54.5 mi!!ion in order to 
present Chiang with a squadron of 
supermodern Phantom jet fighter- 
bombers. Fearing the request would 
be turned down, the administration 
had eighteen of the s!ight!y less so- 
phisticated F- 104 Starfighter jets de- 
clared "excess," and will turn them 
over to the Taiwan dictator. The de- 
cision was made public January 9, 
one day  after the announcement that 
the Warsaw contacts wou!d be re- 
sumed. 

Nixon has  thus expended consider- 
able effort to reopen a direct pipe- 
line to the regime in Peking. What 
does American imperialism hope to 
get out of it? For  the most part the 
press has talked about "normalization" 
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of relations, a !owering of world ten- 
sions, the virtues of civi!ized discus- 
sion, etc. A more candid hope was 
expressed editorially by  the New York 
Times December 16, when it appeared 
that the resumption of talks might 
still be a distant objective. 

"The Nixon Administration," the 
Times said, "can calculate that an eas- 
ing of tensions with Mao Tse-tung's 
regime could have positive resonance 
in Hanoi that might help break the 
impasse in Paris." 

Nixon was vice-president under 
Eisenhower when the Geneva Agree- 
ments were concluded in 1954. At that 
time the Maoists joined with the So- 
viet government in pressuring the Viet- 
namese to accept the settlement cooked 
up by  {he Americans and the French 
that !ed to the division of Vietnam. 
Nixon may calculate that the deterio- 
ration of Chinese-Soviet relations 
makes i t  easier to persuade the Peking 
governrnent to p!ay a similar role 
today. 

The Kremlin bureaucrats have vir- 
tually accused Peking of preparing 
a military alliance with Washington 
against Moscow. The January 9 issue 
of Izvestia ran  the report of the ti. S.- 
China agreement side-by-side with a n  
attack on the "anti-Soviet slander" of 
the Maoists. Readers were c!early 
supposed to conclude that the Maoists 
were friendlier toward American im- 
perialism than toward the Sovietwork- 
ers state. 

This ILS virtually pure and  unadul- 
terated cynicism. One of the main 
charges leveled at Moscow by Peking 
in the Sino-Soviet dispute is that 
Khrushchev, Brezhnev, and Kosygin 
have sought to make a deal with U. S. 
imperialism at the expense of China. 
Among the proofs were such items 
as  Moscow's agreement to join Wash- 
ington in attempting to block other 
countries from developing nuclear 
weapons, a n  agreement aimed at 
China in particular. Now Brezhnev 
and Kosygin are attempting a "tit for 
tat" response by clamoring about 
Mao's agreement to resume talks with 
Washington at the ambassadoria! lev- 
el. If conducting diplomatic talks with 
imperialist governments constituted 
sufficient proof of capitulation to the 
foe, what would Moscow's record and  
current practice in this field show? 

Moscow's attempt to make propa- 
ganda out of Peking's diplomatic shift 
is all the more ridiculous in face of 
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the evident irritation in the Kremlin 
over Nixon's efforts to play both sides 
of the street. 

Harrison Salisbury writing in the 
January 11 New York Times quoted 
a n  unnamed Soviet diplomat who 
asked: "At the very moment when the 
Americans are trying to work out 
some agreement with us on SALT 
[the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks] 
and at the very time when Washing- 
ton knows how difficult our relations 
are with China the State Department 
has  deliberately started talks with 
Peking-now is this a friendly act?" 

The Kremlin bureaucrats, of course, 
are hardly in a position to criticize 
the Chinese for collaborating with im- 
perialism. It was Stalin who instituted 
the policy of "peaceful coexistence" with 
imperialism, of which the SALT talks 
are on!y the latest expression. 

But the Maoists also, despite their 
revolutionary rhetoric, profess adher- 
ence to the principles of "peaceful co- 

existence" with imperialism. There is 
nothing wrong with a workers state 
maintaining diplomatic or  trade re- 
lations with a capitalist country. But 
in Stalinist practice "peaceful coex- 
istence" has  meant making political 
concessions to imperialism at the ex- 
pense of the class struggle. 

As long a s  the Moscow-Peking talks 
remain shrouded in secrecy, it will 
be difficult to clearly estimate the is- 
sues in dispute or  the irreconcilability 
of the two positions. But both sides 
have in the past put their own fac- 
tional interests ahead of solidarity with 
revolutionary movements around the 
world - particularly the Vietnamese 
revolution, which has received meager 
aid in comparison to the imperialist 
commitment in the south. 

Moscow has  long sought to use its 
ties to American imperialism to further 
isolate Peking. It would be no less 
reprehensible if Peking should decide 
to play the same game. 

New Vietnam Atrocities 

Korean Mercenaries Murder Hundreds 

Terry Rambo, the former head of 
a team doing research for the De- 
fense Department in  Vietnam, told the 
press in Washington January 9 that 
his group had uncovered evidence in 
1966 that Korean troops were system- 
atically massacring Vietnamese vil- 
lagers. 

"Our interviewers started to turn up 
what I can only call atrocities by 
Korean soldiers," Rambo said. "The 
principal kind of thing was when Ko- 
rean troops passed a village and re- 
ceived sniper fire. They would stop 
and pull out people at random and 
shoot them in retaliation." 

"For the Koreans," Rambo said, 
"this was a deliberate, systematic poli- 
cy." Rambo claimed that the LJ. S. mili- 
tary authorities had quashed the re- 
ports of Korean atrocities. 

Secretary of Defense hlelvin K. Laird 
responded to Rambo's disclosures by 
claiming that  the 50,000 Korean 
troops in Vietnam are not under 
American command. The l'nited 
States government, however, foots the 

entire bill for the Korean operations, 
including paying the troops wages 
thirty-eight times what they would re- 
ceive at home. 

The new atrocity scandals caught 
the Saigon regime out on a limb 
again. After the Thieu government 
gave up its original claim tha t  the 
reports of the Songmy massacre were 
"totally false," the buck was passed to 
the Saigon senate. It was hoped, pre- 
sumably, that some show of "demo- 
cratic debate" on the atrocities would 
help overcome the effect of the denial 
of the Songmy massacre, which made 
the regime look like a n  overeager 
stooge of the American military. 

The senate adopted a resolution 
danuary 5, admitting the massacre 
without calling it that. H u t  the resolu- 
tion described it a s  "an isolated act 
by a n  American unit and not the pol- 
icy of the I'nited States armed forces." 

Only a few days afterward, Rambo 
disclosed that mass executions of "hun- 
dreds" of Vietnamese villagers was a 
"deliberate, systematic policy" of the 
I'. S.-paid Korean mercenaries. 
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Venezuela 

Niine Months of the Caldera Regime 
By Luis David 

Caracas 
The last days of 1969 offer a con- 

venient opportunity to review the gen- 
eral situation in Venezuela after nine 
months of the Christian Democratic 
regime headed by  Dr. Rafael Caldera. 

Coming to power on the basis of 
about a third of the vote in the De- 
cember 1968 elections, COPEI [Comi- 
te Organizado por Elecciones Inde- 
pendientes - Committee for Indepen- 
dent Political Action, the Christian 
Democratic party] sowed many illu- 
sions among the people because of 
its slogan - "change." 

Indeed, when the new government 
was installed last March, even many 
who did not vote for the Christian 
Democrats hoped that the movement 
would entail a small revolution, in- 
asmuch a s  Caldera and  his people 
had promised sweeping changes in 
the economic, political, and  social life 
of the country. 

Since no one has seen any  changes 
anywhere (and nine months is long 
enough for them to appear), one won- 
ders why not even the tiniest part of 
a program as detailed and, in some 
respects, radical, a s  that offered by  the 
Christian Democrats has been realized. 

For  if there has  been any change, 
it has  been of a negative sort, that is, 
from b a d  to worse. Prices have gone 
up, especially for consumer goods. 
The value of the bolivar has  declined 
with the upsurge of a new inflation- 
a r y  process, which the spokesmen of 
the bourgeoisie are afraid to call by  
its right name. 

Unemployment is growing by  leaps 
and bounds, without a n y  restraint. 
No governmental action on behalf of 
the dispossessed classes has  been per- 
ceptible, although there has  been no 
lack of appeals. And, finally, the coun- 
try has  undergone a wave of strikes 
and agitation the like of which has  
not been seen in Venezuela for many 
years, 

In the ten years it exercised power, 
AD [AD- Accion Democratica- Dem- 
ocratic Action, a n  old anti-imperialist 
party turned reactionary] was, to be 
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CALDERA: Has done little in office to gain 
popularity beyond playing a cool, sound 
game of dominoes. 

sure, more fortunate than COPEI has  
been. It was only at the end of the 
Betancourt-Leoni period that Accion 
Democratica found itself in a minority 
in parliament. But that has  been the 
rule for the Copeyanos. 

Up until the dissension in its ranks, 
which developed at the end of 1967, 
and  the resulting formation of the new 
party called the MEP [Movimiento 
Electoral del Pueblo - People's Elec- 
toral Action Movement, led by Luis 
Beltran Prieto and Jesus Paz Galarra- 
gal, AD had  bureaucratically con- 
trolled the majority of the Venezuelan 
trade unions. COPEI has  always been 
a minority force in the union move- 
ment. 

From the beginning, the new regime 
could have made some demagogic 
gestures that would have fitted in well 
with the style of its election campaign, 

like cutting the prices of staples and 
taking some measures to alleviate the 
housing shortage. (As far a s  its ges- 
tures go, the new government confined 
itself to changing the name of the 
political police and flooding the pa- 
pers, radio, and  television with official 
propaganda. ) 

Why did the government not take 
even these timid measures? Because 
its commitments to the wealthy classes 
prevented it. Up to now, Caldera's 
achievements in the areas of agrar ian 
reform, low-income housing, and  de- 
fending the consumer have been in- 
ferior to Leoni's, for example. The 
fact is that the origins of these two 
parties cannot be forgotten. 

Accion Democratica emerged in 
1941 a s  a populist party, stealing all 
the Communist party's thunder, since 
the CP had dedicated itself to defend- 
ing the Western democracies against 
Nazism and that alone. In fact, the 
ex-Communist leader Pedro Duno, 
who was expelled from the party, 
harshly criticized this attitude of the 
CP in his recent book. He repeated 
what Fidel Castro had said before- 
the PCV [Partido Comunista Venezo- 
lano - Venezuelan Communist party] 
betrayed the revolution. 

On the other hand, COPEI was 
formed in 1946 primarily to oppose 
the popular measures taken by  Accion 
Democratica when it came to power 
for the first time thanks to a military 
coup d'etat. When it took over, AD 
lowered rents and the cost of electricity 
and food, a s  well a s  doubling the 
salaries of teachers and  forcing the 
oil companies to disgorge half their 
profits. 

COPEI was the political formula 
that national and internationai reac- 
tion found to pit against the popular 
upheaval that impelled AD in its first 
assault on power, which the conserva- 
tives considered a revolution. It was 
not for nothing that the main base 
of mass support that COPEI had was 
among the illiterate peasants of the 
three Andean states who were blinded 
by  means of religious fanaticism. 
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Today the Catholic church itself has 
renounced some of the obscurantism 
that it practiced thirty years ago. 
Youth, inspired by Social Christian 
ideas, have been welcomed into the 
ranks of COPEZ. While these ideas 
are reactionary in the last analysis, 
they are not the same ultramontane 
notions that gave birth to this party. 

In contrast, Accion Democratica has 
lost the majority of its youth, first 
with the exodus of those who formed 
the MIR early in the 1960s andlater 
of those who constituted the MEP. 

But both Accion Democratica and 
COPEI, after governing jointly under 
the Betancourt administration, ended 
up in the same place. Today they are 
the two bulwarks of imperialism in 
Venezuela, the twin defenders of na- 
tional high finance. 

The only difference is that Accion 
Democratica defends these interests 
through its own people, perhaps in 
order not to lose its ascendancy over 
its membership, which is still numer- 
ous throughout the country. 

COPEI has been franker, on the 
other hand, and included well-known 
representatives of the two influential 
financial groups in its slates of candi- 
dates. Thus, such personalities have 
received nearly a quarter of the seats 
won under COPEI's banner. To cite 
only one case, the secretary of the 
treasury in the present government is 

LEONI: During his years as president was 
much appreciated in Wall  Street circles 
for his skillful handling of problems con- 
nected with Venezuela's natural resources, 
particularly oil. 

January  19, 1970 

a banker who in all justice would not 
be out of place in Nixon's cabinet. 

Due to its precarious position in 
parliament, the Social Christian gov- 
ernment has found itself obliged to 
enter into pacts with the smaller orga- 
nizations in the opposition, pacts that 
have faded away with the passing of 
the momentary crises. 

But the force of circumstances has 
operated as many foresaw. The parties 
with the greatest interest in preserving 
the status quo are Accion Democratica 
and COPEI, each hoping to elect Cal- 
dera's successor. Recently, events have 
occurred that suggest the existence of 
a general understanding between these 
two parties on "saving democracy"- 
democracy being rather tarnished in 
the eyes of the masses. 

Not long ago, Dr. Juan Pablo Perez 
Alfonzo, the architect of Accion Demo- 
cratica's oil policy, made public his 
warnings against increasing oil pro- 
duction. In his judgment, this could 
cause a drop in petroleum prices, 
rapid exhaustion of the reserves, and 
greater dependence of the country and 
its development on a single product 
whose supply naturally is not unlim- 
ited. He noted, however, that his posi- 
tion was not that of his party. 

Perez Alfonzo knew that on this ques- 
tion, too, which is fundamental for the 
Venezuelan economy, there are many 
points of convergence between the AD 
and COPEI leaderships in their com- 
pliant attitudes toward American im- 
perialism. 

Likewise in the field of labor there 
is a common interest between the two 
parties in halting the advancing strike 
wave. First there was the general strike 
of the teachers, who were demanding 
salary increases. The government had 
to meet a good part of these demands. 

Up until just yesterday there was 
no sign of a solution in the already 
prolonged and violent "wildcat" strike 
of the workers in the state steel compa- 
ny in Venezuelan Guyana. The strik- 
ers' demands were directed against 
the high cost of living in the region 
in which they work and their abysmal 
living conditions. It can be said that 
in this strike the workers were defeated 
by management and the government. 

Although the oil workers enjoy ad- 
vantages denied to the other workers 
in the country, they did not want to 
approve their new contract unless it 
contained clauses guaranteeing job se- 
curity. At the last national convention 

of the oil workers union, the MEP 
leaders ousted the Accion Democratica 
officials from leading positions .which 
they have held for decades. 

In view of the rising cost of living 
and the fact that the struggle among 
the parties for control of the unions 

GUSTAVO MACHADO MORALES: One of 
the fabulous brothers from a wealthy but 
proud family who founded the Venezu- 
elan Communist party. Seized in a nation- 
wide witch-hunt, he was held in prison 
from 1963 to 1968. Upon release, he still 
favored wheeling and dealing with cap- 
italist parties in the electoral game. Likes 
his glasses gold-rimmed and his brandy 
neat. 

is making it difficult to suppress the 
aspirations of the workers, the bour- 
geoisie fears that its "labor peace" is 
threatened. 

In practice, wages have been frozen 
for several years. And some industries, 
like the textile industry which employs 
mainly women, as well as banking 
and commercial establishments, pay 
only starvation wages. 

Such an outstanding representative 
of the financial oligarchy as the pres- 
ent minister of the treasury has warned 
against wage rises out of fear of infla- 
tion, which has already begun. He 
warned also against any increase in 
the cost of the government bureau- 
cracy. 

But the government has not paid 
any attention to the latter warning be- 
cause there are innumerable COPEI 
activists seeking official posts. And 
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with the recent approval of the bud- 
get for 1970 (more than $2,000,000,- 
000), everything indicates that the po- 
litical patronage system established by 
AD in its final year in office is going 
to be imaintained for the remaining 
four years of Dr. Caldera's govern- 
ment. 

In fact, the Social Christians have 
justified the inaction of their regime 
in its first nine months with the claim 
that AD left nothing in the treasury 
but debits. Nevertheless, in approving 
the 1970 budget, both parties assumed 
joint responsibility for continuing to 
increase the country's domestic and 
foreign debt. The amount of money 
paid out in interest could easily finance 
the construction and consolidation of 
basic inidustries to develop the country. 

In view of the ever more urgent ma- 
terial difficulties facing the Venezuelan 
people, it does not require any great 
perceptivity to say  that strikes are 
going to increase in number and im- 
portance. Nor  does it require any  spe- 
cial vision to see that general discon- 
tent is brewing among the uncounted 
multitudes of the unemployed and 
among the marginal populations of 
the shantytowns surrounding the coun- 
try's big cities. This will inevitably 
boil over. 

When this happens, it will be the end 
of the hypocritical policy of "pacifica- 
tion" which the eulogists of the regime 
are  trumpeting from every microphone 
in the nation. 

The "pacification," which has  con- 
sisted of releasing many of those im- 
prisonedl by Accion Democratica, plus 
others iimprisoned by COPEI on a n  
equally broad scale, has  coincided 
with fierce repression directed first 
against the striking teachers, then 
against the university students, and 
later against the steelworkers in Ori- 
noco. A1 the same time there has been 
no letup in the repression against those 
accused of complicity with the guer- 
rillas. 

Unlike his predecessors in the post, 
the present minister of defense is a 
little loose-tongued. On two successive 
occasions, he has  thrown a scare into 
the political parties by statements as- 
signing the a rmy  a n  excessive inde- 
pendence from the civil government. 

For ten years it has been well known 
that some a rmy  officers lean toward 
AD and that others favor COPEI. 
Those who showed sympathies for the 
left parties (and who became known 
during the Carupano and Puerto Ca- 
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bello uprisings) were weeded out of 
the army under the Betancourt govern- 
ment. Of course, the majority of the 
officers do not commit themselves po- 
litically. 

But it is unrealistic to harbor illu- 
sions about a supposed "Nasserite" 
mentality on the part of the Venezu- 
elan officers. They enjoy many privi- 
leges, their training is too Prussian, 
and they are  kept under too strict 
surveillance by both the Venezuelan 
and American intelligence services. 

The ranks of the army are another 
matter. Their discipline goes no deeper 
than the formal veneer any soldier 
acquires. But it is well known that the 
ranks become politically conscious 
only at times of great revolutionary 
upheavals which are powerful enough 
to be heard through the barracks 
walls. 

The problem that can be anticipated 
in the approaching struggles is the 
same as  that holding for Latin Amer- 
ica as  a whole since imperialism made 
its presence felt in these countries- 
the absence of revolutionary organi- 
zations and leaderships. 

If it is true that all of the parties 
are suffering from tremendous internal 
crises (crises exist in AD and in the 
MEP, and COPEI's assemblies have 
been the scene of real battles), it is 
no less true that the prestige of all 
political organizations in Venezuela 
is literally at rock bottom. 

The people have been lied to so 
much from both the left and the right, 
that their faith in the politicians, par- 
liament, the government, and the 
courts is no more than these corrupt 
institutions and groups deserve. 

Didn't ex-dictator Perez Jimenez's 
movement surprise every one a year 
ago by receiving 400,000 votes pre- 
cisely because it presented itself as 
the enemy of the parties? But Perez 
Jimenez is undergoing the same loss 
of prestige as the other political lead- 
ers. Perhaps the most positive devel- 
opment in 1969 was the rejection by 
the masses of all the familiar leaders. 

On the left, it is enough to say that 
PRIN [Partido Revolucionario de Iz- 
quierda Nacionalista - Revolutionary 
party of the Nationalist Left] has  dis- 
appeared from the scene and that the 
MIR [Movimiento de la Izquierda Re- 
volucionaria - Movement of the Rev- 
olutionary Left] is going through such 
a devastating process of internal ques- 
tioning that no leader has been spared 

from accusations of treachery and in- 
competence. 

In reality, the MIR has been reduced 
to its hard core, and what was sup- 
posed to be self-criticism has turned 
into self-destruction. 

The Communist party likewise has  
found itself unable to mobilize its en- 
ergies for anything except internal 
wrangling. A young Communist lead- 
er, Teodoro Petkoff, published a book 
quite recently opposing his party's of- 
ficial approval of the Russian inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia. His stand has  
been answered (if they haven't expelled 
him yet, it must be because they want 
to cut down his influence over the CP 
membership first) by the luminaries 
who determine the destinies of the PCV. 

These leading lights include the Ma- 
chado brothers, who really belong to 
the world of fiction; the scholastics 
Pompeyo Marquez and Garcia Ponce; 
the lawyer Pedro Ortega Diaz, who, 
as  the PCV's educational director, 
maintained that the party's struggle 
should be directed against American 
imperialism and some Venezuelan 
groups in its service and not against 
capitalism in general or European im- 
perialism; and the veteran tradeunion- 
ist, Jesus Faria, who responded to an  
article by Domingo Albert0 Range1 
recognizing the advances of Trotsky- 
ism in the world with the assertion 
that Trotsky was an  agent of impe- 
rialism and with other fabrications 
cooked up by Stalin which not even 
the worst Stalinists dare repeat today 
anywhere else in the world. 

If a capable revolutionaryvanguard 
is not soon organized, the approach- 
ing social upheavals will be dissipated, 
owing to lack of leadership, and these 
thrusts will be supplanted by a coun- 
terthrust of government repression. 

There is no organization today that 
can take the lead on a mass scale. The 
guerrillas are weaker today than be- 
fore and all their activity has been 
concentrated in a few ambushes. Their 
essential weakness is that they are  far 
from the cities, where the contradic- 
tions are  seething. 

December 26, 1969. 

Prisoners Murdered in South Africa 

Mary Benson, an exiled South African 
journalist, told a working group of the 
United Nations Human Rights Commis- 
sion .January 8 that the Vorster regime 
recently murdered eleven African pris- 
oners and has given "cruel and horrible" 
treatment to twenty-two persons arrested 
in May and June 1969. 
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Italy 

Bombings Fail to Stem Labor Upsurge 

[A bomb was set off in the lobby 
of the Banca Nazionale dell'Agrico1- 
tura in Milan December 12, killing 
fourteen persons and wounding a hun- 
dred. In Rome, on the same day, a 
powerful bomb exploded in the Banca 
Nazionale del Lavoro on the busy 
Via Veneto, but without causing any  
deaths. Two other bombs likewise 
were set off the same day at the monu- 
ment to the unknown soldier. 

[The perpetrators of the bombings 
were obviously highly skilled; and 
their intent was just as  obviously to 
kill as  many people as possible. 

[Immediately following the explo- 
sions, well-organized groups of fas- 
cists circulated through downtown 
Rome, distributing leaflets calling on 
the armed forces to "restore order" 
and shouting slogans against the 
"reds" and "terrorism." The leaflets an- 
nounced a mass meeting to be ad- 
dressed by Giorgio Almirante, the 
leader of the main fascist organiza- 
tion, the MSI (Movimento Sociale Itali- 
ano- Italian Social Movement). The 
meeting was attended by fascists from 
all over the country and was played 
up as  a sort of "march on Rome." 

[The police, however, attributed the 
bombings to the revolutionary left. 
The publisher Feltrinelli was threat- 
ened with indictment for publishing 
"anarchist" writings. Five members of 
the March 22 Movement were arrest- 
ed and charged with the bombings. 
One of the five- Giuseppe Pinelli- 
was reported by the police to have 
"committed suicide" by  jumping out 
of a window on the fourth floor of 
police headquarters three days after 
being arrested. The police version of 
the "suicide" was met with considerable 
reserve in the press. 

[The Paris daily Le Monde wrote 
December 14: "It is hard to see, after 
all, how and why the little extremist 
groups of 'leftists' could carry out such 
attacks. To be sure, they continually 
preach the most extreme violence in 
their journals. But is their organiza- 
tion highly enough developed to plan 
events like those in Milan? It is du- 
bious." 

[The bombings came in a climate 
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of mounting political tension. Short- 
ly before this, Greek exiles made some 
documents public, which, if genuine, 
would prove that the Athens regime 
was helping reactionary army and 
governmental circles in Italy to pre- 
pare a coup d'etat. In Milan, Novem- 
ber 21, fascists turned the funeral of 
the policeman Annarumma, who was 
killed in a clash with demonstrators, 
into a n  anti-Communist pogrom. 

[On December 1, Francesco Tolin, 
the editor of the left-wing journal Po- 
tere Operaio (Workers Power), was 
sentenced to a year and a half in 
prison for "advocating revolution." 

[The following article commenting 
on the Rome and Milan bombings 
is scheduled for publication in Ban- 
diem Rossa, the organ of the Gruppi 
Comunisti Rivoluzionari ( Revolution- 
ary Communist Groups), the Italian 
section of the Fourth International.] 

* * * 

The dramatic events in Milan and 
the outcome of the main workers' 
struggles during the fall raise a ques- 
tion that must be answered now. Is 
the Italian situation shifting in trend, 
and if so, in what direction? What are 
the current tasks of the workers move- 
ment and  in particular of its revolu- 
tionar y-left vanguard? 

We have given a detailed analysis 
elsewhere of the contracts won by the 
metalworkers. Here we will note only 
that this vast and impetuous struggle 
revealed the enormous fighting capac- 
ity of the masses and  a n  unprecedent- 
ed anticapitalist and antibureaucratic 
dynamic. 

In the course of the struggle, the 
relationship of forces shifted clearly 
in favor of the working class. This 
was expressed concretely, above all, 
in a very different atmosphere in the 
plants. 

The results of the contract negotia- 
tions were in various respects below 
the expectations of the workers, par- 
ticularly those in the most advanced 
sectors. Nonetheless, the concessions 
the bosses were forced to make were 
unquestionably major ones. 

And more importantly, the working 
class came out of the battle not only 
with a heightened consciousness of its 
own strength but also with a clearer 
understanding of the profitability of 
adopting more advanced objectives 
and more resolute methods of strug- 
gle. 

All this indicates that the precondi- 
tions exist for new upsurges, even in 
the relatively near future in the event 
of struggles for equal wage increases 
for all, or for more general objectives 
such as  battles against rent gouging 
and higher prices. 

The bourgeoisie as a whole is per- 
fectly aware of this trend in the re- 
lationship of forces, which is accentu- 
ated by  the crisis of political leader- 
ship (the impossibility of reconsti- 
tuting the four-party coalition* or of 
launching another well-balanced for- 
mula after the Socialist party split, 
the breakup of the rightist faction, and 
the further attrition of the Christian 
Democrat leading group). 

Therefore, the bourgeoisie's main 
centers of decision-making have acted 
with notable caution, giving ground 
when they had  to (this was admitted, 
for example, in Costa's letter to 
Rumor) and rejecting adventuristic 
proposals for a reactionary coup 
d'etat. 

But for the same reason the bour- 
geoisie has  attempted obstinately, and 
without any  great fastidiousness, to 
exploit tragic incidents like the death 
of the policeman Annarumma, and 
still more, the slaughter in Milan. As 
of this writing, we lack the informa- 
tion to come to any  definite conclu- 
sions about this second episode. The 
least that can be said is that the many 
obscure aspects justify the deepest sus- 
picion. 

But the way the bourgeoisie have 
been attempting to use this incident 
is absolutely clear. They have very 

* The original center-left government in- 
cluded the Christian Democrats, Socialists, 
Democratic Socialists, and Republicans in 
a coalition. The two Socialist groups later 
merged, but split again after the united 
party suffered a disastrous defeat in the 
most recent legislative elections. 
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definite aims, which, moreover, have 
been explicitly stated. Essentially, they 
have tried to take advantage of the 
horror aroused by the massacre to 
reverse the leftward trend, to halt and 
drive back the rising mass movement, 
to stir up a witch-hunt against the 
vanguard and set in motion a reac- 
tionary backlash in the most timid 
and wavering petty-bourgeois sectors. 

Now, a couple of weeks after the 
explosion in the Banca Nazionale 
dell'Agricoltura, it can be said that 
the most ambitious objectives of this 
political operation have not been re- 
alized. I t  is significant first of all that 
big new strikes took place in the week 
immediately following the bombing 
without the slightest letup. And the 
metalworkers' campaign itself was car- 
ried through to the achievement of ob- 
jectives similar to those won in the 
public sector (furthermore, other strug- 
gles like that of the trolley car work- 
ers are continuing unhesitatingly so 
far). 

Secondly, the attempt to put the 
blame for the Milan and Rome events 
on the left has  not succeeded. Very 
few by now have the nerve to defend 
such a supposition. Most prefer to fall 
back on a more general proposition 
that the tragic event of December 12 
was objectively the consequence of the 
climate of tension reigning in the coun- 
try and that the left, and the revolu- 
tionary left, in particu!ar, was respon- 
sible for this. 

Thirdly, the fervent appeal for unity, 
in the face of a threat to the country, 
fell flat and dissension on the bour- 
geois front was neither overcome nor 
reduced. 

Finally, despite the climate of the 
first few days- the propaganda build- 
up for certain repressive actions, and 
the exhortations from on high - the 
revolutionary left did not become the 
object of public execration. Rather the 
left enjoyed quite extensive solidarity. 
(It was symptomatic that the Com- 
munist party did not imitate the reac- 
tionary (attitude adopted by its French 
counterpart in June 1968 at the time 
the Trotskyist, Maoist, and anarchist 
organizations were outlawed.) 
All this, in the last analysis, con- 

firms the fact that the 1968 and 1969 
developments have profoundly shaken 
all of Italian society, considerably 
changed the relationship of forces, and 
created a truly new situation. Infa- 
mous machinations and scaremonger- 
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ing are not enough to reverse the 
trend. 

It would, however, be dangerous to 
fall into the error of underestimating 
what has happened and the conse- 
quences that can flow from it in the 
more or less near future. The tenden- 
cies toward a military coup d'etat, or 
something likeit, did not make much 
headway and it is improbable that 
things will change in the coming 
months. 

But this does not rule out a more 
subtle maneuver to bring about a less 
tumultuous but no less substantial shift 
to the right in order to counterbalance 
the previous tilt in the opposite direc- 
tion, taking advantage in particular of 
the reactions in some petty-bourgeois 
sectors. 

Despite the persistent difficulties, the 
bourgeoisie's primary objective is a 
center-left government - in one or an- 
other variant-which would have a 
less precarious appearance than the 
present one-party cabinet. Such a gov- 
ernment would reestablish a certain 
"normality," maneuver to head off new 
waves of struggles, and carry out a 
few reforms mainly for window dress- 
ing. 

Its objective would be to win credi- 
bility and establish the kind of rela- 
tionship with the unions that would 
permit the union leaders, with the 
greater strength they have drawn from 
the new contracts and the adoption of 
the new labor law, to fulfill their bu- 
reaucratic role without having to ride 
the tiger as they did in the "hot fall." 

In other words, the new government 
would endeavor lo return, insofar as  
possible, to the situation existing at 
the end of 1967, before the bigupsurge 
of the student movement ushered in 
the new phase of political struggle in 
Italy. 

One of the prerequisites for this oper- 
ation would naturally be repression 
directed selectively against the extreme 
left, which has already been hit. In the 
aftermath of the Milan bombing, al- 
most all sectors of the extreme left 
suffered blows, although of varying 
severity. 

A magistrate has declared that no 
new laws are necessary for a repres- 
sive move of this kind. We concur 
totally, because the laws in force are 
still fundamentally the ones the fascists 
put on the books; they can be used 
against anyone with extreme facility 
(in accordance with many articles of 
the fascist legal code, complaints could 

be sworn out every day even against 
the moderate Unith [the Communist 
party organ]). That this danger is by 
no means imaginary is shown by the 
scandalous sentences handed down 
just recently against Tolin, Dinucci, 
and Maffi. 

It is on the basis of this analysis 
of the situation and the tendencies with- 
in it that we must define our perspec- 
tives and our line of action. Our pri- 
mary, fundamental objective must be 
to prevent the development of stagna- 
tion; or, worse, a n  ebb in the mass 
movement. It is clear to all that if that 
happened, the situation would become 
truly dangerous and that what has 
been impossible for the ruling class 
up to now would then become possible. 

Concretely, this means that we must 
begin as  of now to create the precondi- 
tions for a rapid resurgence of the 
workers struggles. This is not a n  un- 
realistic objective, since, as we have 
said, the masses came out of the strug- 
gles just concluded, by no means de- 
moralized, and urgent problems are 
still on the agenda both at the sectoral 
and national levels. 

Revolutionists must begin prepar- 
ing immediately for the struggle for 
equal raises for all, singling out ob- 
jectives more suited to the aspirations 
of the workers, and filling the voids 
that exist in the national contract ne- 
gotiations. 

Revolutionists must at the same time 
be able to put forward clear and con- 
sistent positions on problems like 
housing and prices, which the unions' 
attention will center on in the coming 
months. N o  one can doubt the time- 
liness of these issues (for our part, we 
have already made a n  effort to de- 
velop a program on these questions 
in various caucuses, and we will try 
to clarify our positions in the next few 
weeks). 

Thirdly, revolutionists must work 
to keep the newly created relationship 
of forces from proving short-lived, to 
develop its potential concretely, and 
to consolidate it. Our fundamental con- 
cern in this area must be to utilize to 
the utmost forms of workers democ- 
racy and workers control which, al- 
though embryonic, have emerged in 
recent months, especially in some big 
plants (shop delegates, councils of del- 
egates, and so on). 

It is precisely here that it will be 
possible at the same time to advance 
transitional demands capable of mo- 
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bilking the masses in struggles with 
a n  anticapitalist dynamic and prevent 
the great energies released in recent 
years from being bottled up in the 
bureaucratized trade-union structures. 

Facing repression, the revolutionary 
left must understand thoroughly that 
it needs to put all sectarianism aside 
and present a united front against the 
insidious and  bullying tactics of the 
class enemy. And it is not only among 
all the extreme left movements - spon- 
taneists, Maoists, Trotskyists, etc. - 

that a united front must be established. 
The unions and the traditional work- 
ers parties must be made to face up to 
their responsibility. 

All these groups, moreover, have a 
common interest in united-front action. 
In this delicate phase of its growth, the 
extreme left cannot ignore the impor- 
tance of avoiding confronting the de- 
veloping offensive single-handedly. 
For their part, the traditional parties, 
and first of all the Communist party, 
cannot overlook the fact that if the 

repression against the extreme left suc- 
ceeds, their turn will come very quick- 
ly (and then they would have to de- 
fend themselves in much more difficult 
conditions than at present). 

What the revolutionary left requires 
is a clear understanding of the neces- 
sity for a more comprehensive and 
energetic policy. The day  of confron- 
tation, of more o r  less spontaneous 
rebellion, of detonators is over. Our 
responsibilities are  infinitely graver. 
The coming period will be a severe 
test for all. 

Shoot at Prisoners' Wives, Children 

Knives, Sticks Used on Lecumberri Hunger Strikers 

Mexico City 
The high morale of the political pris- 

oners on hunger strike sinre Decem- 
ber 10 ( ! )  and the many signs of 
support they have received make the 
Mexican authorities visibly nervous 
and eager to find a desperate solu- 
tion to evade the responsibility for 
unconstitutionally holding without trial 
the students, teachers and workers al- 
legedly responsible for the student 
movement of 1968 that culminated 
with the famous 'l'lntelolco hlussacre 
of October 2, 1968. 

Apparently, one solution was t o  firi-  
ish off a s  many of these bothersome 
individuals as  possible at the hands 
of common criminals and then t o  coti- 
strue it as a lamentable jail riot and 
internal fight among inmates. And 
who was chosen to touch off the inci- 
dent: no less than  the children and 
wives of the political prisoners thcni- 
se I ves ! 

They were leaving the cells o f  their 
husbands between 6:30 p.m. and 6:45 
on New Year's 'Day. Officially the vis- 
it ended at 6:00 p.ni., but i t  has be- 
come the custom to leave somewhat 
later to avoid the sometimes hour-long 
wait in line to file painfully and slow- 
ly out of the prison with children 
whining, and nervous tension niount- 
ing. 

Up to now there had never been any 
pressure by the supervising personnel 
to impose an exact time for leaving. 
However, yesterday, all those leaving 
late, mostly wives and children of the 
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political prisoners, found themselves 
before closed doors. 

They demanded to be let out, but 
only encountered cynical answers, and 
discovered after an  hour and a quar- 
ter's wait, tha t  the door behind them 
was also locked, so that they stood 
in a walled-in hallway, about ten me- 
ters wide, no roof, while in front and 
in back were locked iron gates, about 
fifty meters apart. 

Their children became frantic; they 
had not eaten for eight or ten hours, 
because since the hunger strike started, 
no food is taken into the galleries 
[wards] any more by anyone. 

The women shouted and rattled at 
the iron gates, and this noise pene- 
trated into the nearby galleries where 
soon the prisoners knew that their 
relatives were still being held. By now 
it was ten minutes to nine, and of 
course. completely dark except for the 
prison lights. These permitted sonic 
women to see the following: 

Around a hallway that connects all 
galleries some inmates of the political 
gallery "M" were approaching to see 
what was going on wi th  their families, 
for many surprises. although of less 
dimensions, have occurred before. 
They had managed to open their gal- 
lery gate. 

At that very moment, the women 
saw how the subdirector of the Le- 
cumberri jail, Major Bernardo Pala- 
cios, personally opened the gate of 
Gallery "F" where common prisoners, 
mostly drug addicts. are held. And 

the surprising detail: These common 
prisoners were already armed with 
sticks, pipes, and knives, and ran like 
wild beasts toward the political pris- 
oners. 

These tried to calm them, telling 
them that they should not pay atten- 
tion to the jail authorities, that were 
inciting them at this moment to fight; 
that the political prisoners had nothing 
against them; and that the inmates 
of "P" had nothing to do with what 
was going on. 

However, all was in vain. The more 
o r  less 250 common prisonersattacked 
mercilessly the weakened (by  the h u n -  
ger strike) and unarmed political pris- 
oners, who were aided soon by the 
inmates of the two other political pris- 
o ner s 1  galleries, w h o a 1 together, how - 
ever, did not even equal in number 
half the common prisoners. 

The political prisoners tried to flee 
into the nearest gallery, which was 
the 'IN" of the political prisoners, which 
was then used as a welcome oppor- 
tunity by the common prisoners. ap- 
parently also now joined by inmates 
of other galleries, to raid the almost 
abandoned "hl" gallery and take ab- 
solutely everything they found there. 

That, of course, was not seen by 
the women, because they were by that 
time flat on the ground, protecting 
with their bodies their children, for 
a general shooting from the roofs and 
walls had started -against the women 
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a n d  children, not the prisoners. 

Bullets criss-crossed the narrow hall- 
way, almost hitting them, but so far 
there is no  report of wounded women 
or children. Perhaps that can  be at- 
tributed to the fact that police gua rds  
were a m o n g  them, a n d  if they had  shot 
directly to kill, the policemen would 
have perished, too. 

After having  been under fire for 
about  ten minutes, they were rushed 
out of jail. Meanwhile, inside, the fero- 
cious fight continued, a n d  a general 
looting with the connivance of the jail 
authorities took place. 

Even cots were carried o u t  of the 
cells! Nothing, but nothing is left, ac- 
cording to the wife of the writer Jose 
Revueltas, who was  let in "by mistake" 
ear ly  the following day .  Her husband 
(fifty-six years old a n d  diabetic, he 
a l so  participates in the hunger strike, 
never once having  lost his sense of' 
h u m o r )  even had  to watch iis they 
walked out with his desk, books, 
manuscripts a n d  blankets, all the 
things that mean s o  much in  i t  place 
like that, a n d  tha t  cost inconceivable 
effort to bring in because even to re- 
ceive permission to introduce some- 
thing a s  simple a n d  necessary i ts  a 
cot, countless trips have  to be made 
in order to persuade the authorities 
to let it in. 

So last night, the cold llexican high- 
altitude night saw a round  100 polit- 
ical prisoners with their bones sticking 
out already, sleeping. huddled togeth- 
er probably,  on  the cold cement floor 
without ,anything to cover them, except 
maybe, some newspapers the raiders 
m a y  have d is d it i ned. 

The sad  part  is, t h a t  in the same  
fashion many  Mexicans sleep daily. 
a n d  it m a y  have  reminded the polit- 
ical prisoners how necessar!. their 
fight and  that of all the \lexicnn peo- 
ple is. 

This morning, .January 2. about  
100 wives, mothers o r  sisters congre- 
gated in front of 1,ecumberri j a i l  in 
order to enter a n d  see how their pris- 
oners were. Most of them have  so- 
called defendant's certificates. given to 
family members of the defendants by 
their la,wyers. These permit them to 
see the accused two hours in the morn- 
ing. 

Hut this day ,  no  one was  let in, ex- 
cept, as already mentioned, the wife 
of the writer Jose Kevueltas, who had  
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come very early before the order not 
to let in anyone  had  gone  into effect. 

Immediately, the different lawyers 
were called. They were also denied 
entrance. About four hours later, they 
a n d  some  journalists a n d  some wom- 
en  were granted a n  interview with 
the director of the jail, General Andres 
Puentes l ' a rgas .  He gave  them a n  of- 
ficial statement which blamed i t  all 
on  the recalcitrant visitors, a n d  gave  
a list of fifteen political prisoners tha t  
a r e  under treatment in the hospital 
of the jail together with six common 
prisoners. He admitted that there were 
many  others with contusions a n d  pos- 
sible fractures, but tha t  they were in 
their gallery. 

.Jestingly he admitted that the gate 
of the "F" gallery h a d  been opened, 
adding  that everyone should feel very 
happy that he ordered that, because 

Mexico 

if he had  let loose the guards ,  the re- 
sults would have  been much worse. 

Evaluating all the evidence, one 
must come to the following conclusion: 

The entire incident had  been staged 
as a coarse provocation to make  the 
political prisoners fight, with possible 
physical elimination of some, in order 
to break the strength of those partici- 
pating in the hunger strike. 

As a side product it could be"prov- 
en" that the political prisoners a re  
really hoodlums attacking peaceful 
common prisoners, a n d  that therefore 
holding them a n d  using repressive 
measures against  them a r e  fully justi- 
fied. Moreover, society has to be pro- 
tected from these dangerous  elements 
and  it would be gross irresponsibility 
to give them the freedom they hope to 
attain through their hunger strike. 

, January  2, 1970. 

Why They Called a Hunger Strike 

According to a n  account carried by  
the Paris da i ly  Le Monde, the attack 
o n  the political prisoners in Lecumber- 
ri prison dur ing  the night of J a n u a r y  
1 was  led b y  General Andres Puentes 
Vargas ,  the director of this notorious 
Mexico City prison. 

Le Monde said that at least ten po- 
litical prisoners were wounded a n d  
that four were in critical condition. 
Moreover, the attackers were still wan- 
dering through the prison thenext day ,  
carrying knives a n d  steel bars.  

At the time of the attack, eighty- 
seven prisoners, the overwhelmingma- 
jority of the political detainees, h a d  
been o n  a hunger strike for twenty- 
four days .  They were protesting over 
being held longer than  the constitu- 
tional limit without a trial a n d  over 
the fact that  the courts failed to ob- 
serve the minimum norms in hear- 
ing  evidence in their cases. 

Previous to the J a n u a r y  1 attack, 
the prisoners h a d  been subjected to 
a variety of threats in a n  attempt to 
force them to abandon  their protest, 
including the use of riot po!icemen 
against  them. 

Following this pogrom, the prison 
administration sent out a press re- 
lease b laming  the political prisoners 
for the violence. 

Prior to the attack, the prisoners 
h a d  cal!ed for worldwide protests in 
solidarity with them on  J a n u a r y  I(! 
to m a r k  the completion of one month 
of the hunger strike. It is not yet 
known whether the terrorism of the 
prison administration has  forced the 
protesters to abandon  their strike o r  
to change their tactics. 

It is evident, however, that a n  im- 
mediate outpouring of internationa! 
protest is needed to protect the lives 
of the politica! prisoners against  the 
murderous Mexican regime which shot 
down hundreds of peaceful student 
demonstrators o n  October 2,  1968, in 
the Plaza de las Tres Culturas. 

The Lecumberri strike had  been win- 
ning increasing pub!ic support. That  
m a y  be why the government h a s  tried 
to suppress it with terror a n d  inti- 
midation. 

On December 12, Sergio Mendez Ar- 
ceo, the Bishop of Cuernavaca,  issued 
a pastoral  letter supporting the pris- 
oners. The bishop ca!!ed on  the peo- 
ple to "express o u r  so!idarity . . . as 
Christians with the suffering a n d  affic- 
tion of our brothers- the prisoners 
themselves, their relatives, their 
friends, a n d  their compaiieros." 

"We a r e  aware," the bishop wrote, 
"of ou r  common responsibility for ad- 
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vancing o r  detracting from the com- 
mon good. We are all responsib!e, 
in fact, and  we cannot remain indif- 
ferent o r  make excuses in the face 
of the multitude of abuses in the ad- 
ministration of justice, abuses which 
are still more infamous when their 
victims are  the weak, the economic, 
social, or  political outsiders." 

On December 20, a group of more 
than a hundred Mexican intellectua!s, 
students, priests, and artists published 
a half-page advertisement in the Mex- 
ico City paper El Dia supporting the 
hunger strikers' demands. The text 
said, in part, "Your cause is the cause 
of all, your strugg!e is for the demo- 
cratic freedoms that concern us all. 
You are  showing, by heroically starv- 
ing yourself, the danger that threat- 
ens our basic rights." 

The signers inc!uded the writer Car- 
los Prieto A.; the painter Alfaro Si- 
queiros; the sculptor Federico Canessi; 
the poet Leopoldo Ayala; the painter 
Mario Orozco Rivera; and many 
others. 

Protests on behalf of the political 
prisoners can be sent to Lic. Gustavo 
Diaz Ordaz, Presidente de Mexico, Pa- 
lacio Naciona!, Mexico l ,  D. F.; or 
Lic. Luis Echeverria, Secretario de 
Gobernacion, Av. Bucare!i y Calle Ge- 
neral Prim, Mexico l, D. F. 

Messages expressing so!idarity with 
the prisoners wi!! reach them if sent 
by  registered mail. The address is 
Bernard Philip Ames, Administracion 
de Correos #9, Letra "M", Mexico 9, 
D. F. 

The fo!!owing is the complete list 
of prisoners taking part in the hun- 
ger strike. The imprisoned scholar Eli 
de Gortari began the strike with the 
others, but was forced to abandon 
it because of his age and ill health. 

1. Pablo Alvarado Barrera 
2. German Alvarez D. de Leon 
3. Raul Alvarez Garin 
4. Daniel Alvarez Lorenzo 
5. Saul Alvarez Mosqueda 
6. Car!os Andrade Ruiz 
7. Joel Arriaga Navarro 
8. Fide! Baldovinos Vazquez 
9. Alfonso Barrios Roman 
10. Jose Luis Becerra Guerrero 
11. Miguel Vejarano Garces 
12. Carlos Cavagne Mendoza 
13. Adrian Campos Diaz 
14. Pedro Casti!!o Sa!gado 
15. Zeferino Chavez Alarcon 
16. Ramon Danzos Palomino 
17. Eduardo de !a Vega de Avila 
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18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
2 9. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 

J. Servando Davila Jimenez 
Rodolfo Echeverria Martinez 
Federico Emery Ul!oa 
Pedro Estrada Vega 
Antulio Fernandez Maldonado 
Carlos Garcia Gutierrez 
Felix Coded Andreu 
Pablo Gomez Alvarez 
Luis 0. Gonzalez de Alba 
Luis Gonzalez Sanchez 
Jesus Gonzalez Guardado 
Fernando Granados Cortes 
Carlos Rolando Segura Medina 
Gilberto R. Gallardo Meltis 
Angel Juan Heredia Espinoza 
Felix Lucio Hernandez Gamundi 
Mario Hernandez Hernandez 
Jose Manue! Iran Tellez 
Rafael Jacobo Garcia 
Nicolas Lopez Martinez 
Florencio Lopez Osuna 
Manue! Marcue Pardinas 
Carlos Martin del Campo 
Sa!vador Martinez de la  Roca 
Arturo Martinez Nateras 
Carlos Medina Sevi!!a 
German Molina Monroy 
Eduardo Montes Manzano 
Augustin Montie! Montiel 
J. Refugio Mora Foll 
Adan Nieto Castillo 
Ernest0 Olvera Sotres 
Jorge Ortega Rodriguez 
Arturo Ortiz Marban 
Jose Oviedo Garza 
Raymundo Padi!!a Sa!azar 

54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 

Jose L. Pamanes Gonzalez 
Luis Jorge Pena Martinez 
Prisciliano Perez Anguiano 
Antonio Perez Sanchez 
Bernard Philip Ames 
Jose Pineiro Guzman 
Ignacio Alfonso Plata D. 
Javier Ramos Rodriguez 
Jose Revueltas Sanchez 
Gilberto R. Gallardo Meltis 
Juan Robles Armenta 
Manuel Rodriguez Navarro 
Mauro Rodriguez Sierra 
Issais Rojas Delgado 
Antonio Morales Romero 
William Rosado Dapote 
Federico Guadalupe Rosas 

Barrera 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 

Arnerico Saldivar Va!dez 
Juan  Sanchez Chavez 
Felix Sanchez Hernandez 
Rafael Servin Aspuru 
Carlos Sevilla Gonzalez 
Mario Rene So!orzano Aldana 
Fausto Trejo Fuentes 
Prisciliano Torres Prieto 
Gerard0 Unzueta Lorenzana 
Ruben Valdespino Garcia 
Rigoberto Valenzuela Yepiz 
Eduardo Valle Espinoza 
Jose L. Vazquez Bustamante 
Roberto Vazquez Camarena 
Amada Velasco Torres (Carcel 

de Mujeres [Women's Jail]) 
86. Arturo Zama 
87. Salvador Zarco Flores 

N e w  Trujillo for Santo Domingo? 
General Wessin y Wessin, who 

bombed the working-class districts 
of Santo Domingo as he sought 
to put down the 1963 uprising, has  
announced his candidacy lor presi- 
dent of the Dominican Republic in  
the coming June elections. 

The hated genera!'s hid lor ollice 
comes a s  no surprise. Wessin y Wes- 
sin was saved from the revolution- 
a ry  wrath of the Dominican people 
by President Johnson, who sent in 
23,000 17. S. troops to prevent the 
people from ousting dictator Trujillo's 
heirs. 

Perhaps the revo!ution could still 
have succeeded in 1965 were it not 
for the course followed by the new 
figures who skyrocketed into promi- 
nence on the !eft a s  the revo!utionary 
upsurge gained momentum. They 
were persuaded by representatives of 
the State Department to accept a "deal." 

Wessin y Wessin, the most notorious 
figure of the right, agreed to go into 
exile in Florida, while Co!one! Fran- 
cisco Caamano Deno, whose popular- 
ity was immense as  a member of the 
military estab!ishment who had bro- 
ken with Wessin y Wessin and joined 
the uprising, took a diplomatic post 
in London. 

Later a rigged election was staged 
to make Joaquin Ba!aguer president. 

On November 28, 1967, it was re- 
ported that Caamano had disap- 
peared from his post. He was !ast 
seen in The Hague on October 24. 
The papers said "foul p!ay" was sus- 
pected; and that was that. 

Wessin y Wessin returned from his 
Florida "exi!e" January 10, 1969. 
There have been repeated rumors that 
he has a coup in mind. Perhaps the 
coup will be given a legal cover by 
counting him into office at the ballot 
box. 
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BOOUS 

Beicrr's Essay on the Peruvian 
By Joseph Hansen 

Perk 1965: Apuntes Sobre una Expenencia Guerrillera, por 
Hector Bejar Rivera. Casa de las Americas, 3 ra  y G, 
Vedado, La Habana, Cuba. 182 pp. 1969. Maps, tables, 
bibliography, no index. 

Les gutlrillas piruviennes de 1965, par  Hector Bejar. Fran- 
cois Maspero, 1 place Paul-Painleve, 5e, Paris. 110 pp. 
1969. Map, no tables, no bibliography, no index.* 

This essay was awarded the Casa de !as Americas prize 
for 1969. In consequence, the book received considerable 
publicity throughout Latin America. By now it is familiar 
to the entire Spanish-speaking vanguard. A French trans- 
lation was published in Paris by Maspero simultaneously 
with the Havana  edition so that Bejar's study became ac- 
cessible to the vanguard in Europe perhaps even earlier 
than it did to some sectors in Latin America. As yet no 
English translation has  appeared. 

The awarding of the prize did not imply official approval 
of the book by the Cuban government. The panel that 
judged the entries included on!y one Cuban, Oscar Pino 
Santos. The other members were Ruben Bareiro (Para-  
guay),  Sergio Benvenuto (Uruguay),  Hans Magnus En- 
zensberger (Germany), and Carlos Maria Gutierrez (Uru-  
guay). It is important to note this in view of Bejar's crit- 
icisms of internationa! Stalinism and the importance he 
ascribes to the role of the Trotskyist leader Hugo Blanco 
in the revival of the revolutionary movement in Peru. That 
top figures in the Cuban government might disagree with 
BCjar on various important points underlines their integ- 
rity in seeing to it that the book was published and dis- 
tributed in accordance with the decision of the pane! of 
judges. 

Hector Bejar himself broke from the Communist party 
of Peru and  moved to the left under the influence of the 
Cuban revolution. 

The jacket of the Spanish edition carries the fo!!owing 
biographical note: 

"HCctor Bejar Rivera was born in Chosica, Peru, on  De- 
cember 2, 1935. Studied law and literature at the IJniversi- 
ty of San Marcos and was a student at the School of Lib- 
eral Arts. Took up  writing poems and essays. While still in 
his adolescence, became a member of the Communist party 
and rose to membership in the Central Committee. Found- 
ed and edited the party's official journal. Expelled from 
the CP in 1958 because of differences over the electoral 
road a n d  the party's policy of compromising with the 
country's oligarchical regimes. In 1962, together with 

~- 
* To obtain a copy of the Spanish edition, send $1.25 to Van- 
guard ;Bookstore, 624 Yonge St., Toronto 5, Ont., Canada. 
For the French, send 75 Belgian francs [about $1.501 to Emile 
var  Ceulen, 111 Avenue Seghers, Brussels 8, Belgium. (These 
prices include $.25 to cover handling and postage by ordinary 
mail.) 
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other comparieros, he organized the Ejtrcito Nacional de 
Liberacion [Army of National Liberation], in order to 
establish a guerrilla front. Participated in various armed 
actions. Gravely ill, he was arrested in Lima in 1966, and 
since then has  been held in San Quintin prison awaiting 
trial."* 

Writing in a prison cell under harsh conditions and with- 
out adequate research materials, Bejar made no attempt 
to draw up a definitive balance sheet. Peru 1965: Notes 
on  a Guerrilla Experience is intended, he says, merely to 
"open a discussion." As a contribution to that discussion, 
it will be "corrected and  completed in the future." 

Besides opening a discussion on the vital question of 
armed struggle in Latin America, the book breaks fresh 
ground in other respects. As a firsthand account from one 
of the few survivors of the 1965 guerrilla experience, it 
offers unusually important factua! material. Of greatest 
significance, perhaps, is the critical estimate it offers of 
that experience. 

"The reader will find few eulogies to the guerrillas," says 
BCjar in his foreword. "It is always easy, especially for 
those who did not participate in the combat, to heap up 
adjectives. Nevertheless, the author feels that it is prefer- 
able, if one really wishes to continue a task, to explain 
why the first attempts failed. Total adherence to a cause 
does not exclude, but imposes, the obligation to discuss 
in what way it can be better served." 

Bejar seeks to show why armed struggle is inevitable 
in Peru - there is no other way to overcome capitalism 
and open up  the road to socialism. To prove his point, 
he proceeds in accordance with the Marxist method, sketch- 
ing the class struggle in Peru as  shaped by the geography 
and history of the country and as  fina!ly influenced by the 
penetration of U. S. imperialism. Bejar's ana!ysis is brief 
but incisive. 

In considering the upsurge of the peasantry in recent 
years, Bejar pays tribute to the work of Hugo Blanco. 

"In 1961 and  1962," he writes, "the Lima newspapers 
began to talk about Hugo Blanco, demanding the repres- 
sion of the unions in La Convencion and Lares. 

"The recovery of the !and, dubbed by the rightist oli- 
garchy a s  a n  'invasion,' proceeded peacefully in these 
valleys through the mobilization of large numbers of 
peasants whom economic deve!opments and migration 
had  divided up into a complex social structure. . . . 

"Through the Cuzco lawyers, the peasants joined the 
Federacion de Trabajadores del Cuzco, led almost exclu- 
sively by  the Communist party. The first strike occurred 
during the months of June and July 1960, before Hugo 
Blanco had  yet reached the valley. 

"Hugo Blanco's participation in the organizational ac- 

* As with other quotations in this review, the translation is my 
own. J. H. 
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tivities of the unions led to a rise in the level of struggle. 
1961 a n d  1962 can be considered a s  the high points of 
the union wave. 

"But Blanco's revolutionary ideology aroused the jeal- 
ousy of the former heads of the Federadon Provincial and 
his Trotskyism aroused the distrust of the Communist 
leaders of the Federacion de Trabajadores del Cuzco. When 
he was named general secretary of the latter in 1962, the 
election was contested b y  some members. Meanwhile the 
Lima government ordered his arrest. 

"Then came the violent period of persecution that cul- 
minated in his being taken prisoner in May 1963. The 
government had freed itself of Blanco but it had not been 
able to avoid thousands of peasants freeing themselves, 
the power of the hacendados being broken, and the pre- 
existing social structure altered. It was the first defeat of 
such proportions to be suffered by  the latifundio - a de 
facto agrar ian reform had been realized." 

In a few pages on the development of the "new left" in 
Peru, we are given indications of the repercussions of 
Khrushchev's admissions at the Twentieth Congress of 
the Communist party of the Soviet Union and of the vic- 
tory of the Cuban revolution: 

"The impact caused by the Cuban Revolution was very 
great a n d  was not long in becoming reflected in the po!it- 
ical organizations. In the APRA [Alianza Popular Revolu- 
cionaria Americana] a group of youth responded by  form- 
ing first the Comite de  Defensa de 10s Principios Apristas 
y de la Democracia Interna [Committee in Defense of Apris- 
ta Principles and  Internal Democracy], then the APRA 
Rebelde [Rebel APRA], and later the MIR [Movimiento 
de Izquierda Revolucionaria - Movement of the Revolu- 
tionary Left]. They were headed by Luis de la Puente 
Uceda. 

"The effect in the Communist party was even greater, 
linking up with the repercussions of the Twentieth Con- 
gress of the CPSU and the polemic with the PCCH [Chi- 
nese Communist party]. 

"In short, a n  entire ideologica!, theoretical, and prac- 
tical scaffo!ding was automatically placed under discus- 
sion. The Stalin cult had been shaken to its foundations 
and  a!ong with it the infallibi!ity of'the Party of the Soviet 
Union. Subjects such as the validity of the positions of 
the CPSU; when to expect the Revolution-in theimmediate 
or  distant future-and the ro!e of the social classes in it; 
the stages of the revo!ution and the role of the party, 
began to be debated. 

"In general, Cuban socialism put the problems of the 
revolution on the agenda for today and  not for a more 
or  !ess distant tomorrow, gave all the revo!utionists of 
Latin America a precise objective, and offered a certain 
support for the sprouting 'heresies.' Without stating it, all 
of us understood at the time that a new revolutionary 
stage bad opened and that the revolution, in being carried 
out, would not necessarily develop in accordance with 
the patterns we had previously had in mind." 

Besides these influences, the upsurge of the peasantry 
and the role played by Hugo Blanco had to be added: 

"We have already seen how, under the influence of the 
left in some instances and  spontaneously in others, the 
unionization of the peasantry broadened from 1956 up 
to 1962. The highest point of this great wave, because of 
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the political quality of its leaders, was in the valleys of La 
Convencion and Lares and  the most outstanding figure 
was Hugo Blanco. 

"But Hugo Blanco was a disciplined Trotskyist militant. 
This fact presented a serious problem for the left. Hadn't 
it been said for many years that the Trotskyists were 
agents of imperialism? Hadn't it been repeatedly claimed 
that Trotskyism was a counterrevolutionary current? The 
years of Stalinism were not in the distant past, and in any  
case, even with the idol of Stalin fallen, the supreme anath- 
ema against Trotskyism had not been withdrawn by any- 
one; it remained in full force. 

"This, on the one hand. On the other, the left a s  a whole 
did not become fully incorporated into the peasant struggle. 
It directed the organizations 'from above,' advised the 
unions, sent organizers temporarily into the field, but it 
did not lead 'from within' the way Blanco did. 

"On the one hand, its sti!! existing political prejudices 
prevented it from giving Blanco the collaboration he mer- 
ited. On the other hand, its inertia kept it locked within 
the old urban mo!ds." 

An attempt was made to set up a united front to help 
Hugo Blanco. A number of currents responded. But the 
"great majority of the left ignored the appeal and support 
for Blanco remained in the majority of cases purely verbal. 
However, what Blanco needed was not declarations, but 
money, men, arms . . ." 

In Bejar's opinion, a great opportunity was lost. The 
counterrevolution took fu!! advantage of the defeat, and 
the left is paying to this d a y  for its failure to back Hugo 
Blanco during the ascendancy of the movement he led. 

It should be noted that Hector Bejar, despite his effort 
at complete objectivity in estimating Hugo Blanco's role, 
makes several assertions that are dubious, particularly 
since he does not attempt to substantiate them. For  in- 
stance, he holds Blanco partly responsible for the defeat 
because "Blanco himself was not prepared to meet these 
difficult moments inasmuch a s  he remained subject to a 
dogmatic leadership, little aware of the national reality 
and  ignorant of practical work, a leadership that was 
unable to devise a consistent and logical way out for the 
movement that had been initiated." 

Hugo Blanco himself, however, has explained that the 
gravest weakness confronting the movement was the ab- 
sence of a mass revolutionary-socialist party. 

Bejar also disagrees with Blanco's policy of seeking to 
bring the peasants into the revolutionary struggle a s  a 
mass force through extension of their unions and orga- 
nization of militias in defensive battles that might open the 
perspective of establishing dual power. Bejar appears not 
to have grasped the import of this policy, its relation to 
the construction of a combat party, and its derivation in 
the final analysis from the experience of the Russian revo- 
lution. He counterposes the tactic of guerrilla struggle, 
evidently based on the Cuban model. 

It should likewise be noted that while Bejar came to 
understand, through the activities of Hugo Blanco, that 
Trotskyism does not at all correspond with the slanders 
that were so long the stock-in-trade of the Stalinists, he 
has  yet to make a n  intensive study of its origins, devel- 
opment, and current positions. And this despite his under- 
standing that the outlook of the Communist party of Peru 
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cannot be properly understood without going into its 
history and its relations with the Communist International. 
Thus he writes: 

"Only by exhaustively analyzing the history of the party 
and relating it to the history of the international Com- 
munist movement, can the roots be uncovered of the errors 
that were committed, because the national policy of the 
party always reflected the line of the international Com- 
munist movement. Standing solely on a vague, overall 
rejection of its opportunism, the dissidents of the Commu- 
nist party and those who repeated their arugments, refused 
to deepen their analysis. 

"The same can be said with respect to the Trotskyists. 
It is true that Stalinism is the source of the deformations 
of the Communist movement, of its errors and setbacks. 
But is that enough to explain everything? Is it not also 
necessary to seek the roots of Stalinism, the explanation 
of why it could rise and triumph in the struggle for lead- 
ership of Bolshevism? Why direct the criticism solely at 
Stalinism and not likewise at Trotskyism, whose claims 
are not new in our  country? In reality, the Trotskyist lead- 
erships shared to a considerable degree in the conceptions 
and methods designated as  'traditional."' 

Despite the favorable impression created by Bejar's in- 
sistence on "exhaustively analyzing" the history of the 
Peruvian Communist party and its relationship to the 
history of the Communist International, we are struck 
by the nature of his criticism of Trotskyism. It is "also" 
necessary to seek "the roots" of Stalinism, to work out a 
Marxist explanation of why Stalinism succeeded in smash- 
ing the Bolshevik party built by Lenin! But the probing 
of these "roots" and the working out of a Marxist expla- 
nation of the rise of Stalinism were precisely among the 
main contributions made by Trotsky. That Bejar is ob- 
viously unaware of this tells us much about the theoretical 
level of the Peruvian guerrilla fighters in 1965. It is clear 
that they went into action without first having genuinely 
settled accounts with Stalinism. 

Mere rejection of Stalinism is not enough. If the disasters 
to which Stalinism has repeatedly led are to be forestalled, 
the nature of Stalinism must be understood to the bottom. 
That means, to begin with, knowing the origin of the rev- 
olutionary resistance to it, beginning with the bloc formed 
by Lenin and Trotsky against Stalin in 1923. It means 
thoroughly grasping Trotsky's explanation of Stalinism 
as  the expression of the privileged social layer that arose 
in the Soviet Union owing to the low economic and cul- 
tural level of Russia, the decimation of the revolutionary 
vanguard in the civil war, the imperialist encirclement of 
the first workers state, its inability to raise the productive 
level at a sufficiently swift rate in face of the blockade, and 
the temporary inability to extend the revolution on a n  
international scale-all this, coupled with the rise of a 
petty-bourgeois reaction based on the peasantry as  the 
proletarian vanguard sank back exhausted. 

Once Trotsky's contributions in this area are really 
understood, the true role of the Stalinized Communist 
International as  a border guard for the usurping bureau- 
cratic caste becomes clear. Along with this, much else also 
becomes clear - such as  the tenacity of the caste, its capac- 
ity to veer and maneuver, even to clean up its image and 
grant some reforms as under Khrushchev. Most important 
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of all, perhaps, is the understanding that what is wrong 
with Stalinism is not that it represents "traditional" con- 
cepts and methods, i.e., a Leninism outmoded by events, 
but that it represents the direct antithesis of Leninism, 
which is the theory and practice of building a combat 
party to provide leadership for the masses when they ac- 
tually begin moving as  a whole toward a revolutionary 
solution to their economic and social problems. 

The guerrillas of 1965, by going into action without 
having settled accounts in a fundamental way with Stalin- 
ism, left open two grave political breaches: (1) The pos- 
sibility of Stalinism (whether in a Khrushchevist, Maoist, 
or  "neo-Stalinist" form) exercising an  influence, even if 
indirect, in their own ranks. ( 2 )  The certainty- by equat- 
ing Stalinism with Leninism or with political parties in 
general- that they could not bring to bear in their situa- 
tion the revolutionary methods conceived by Lenin and 
tested out under his and Trotsky's joint leadership in the 
Russian revolution, which still remains the example par  
excellence of an  assured way of winning a revolutionary 
struggle. 

The most valuable sections of Bejar's study are those 
dealing with the specific guerrilla fronts and the errors 
that finally led to disaster. Bejar remains a firm believer 
in guerrilla warfare as  the royal road to victory and he 
considers the errors that proved fatal to the campaign 
to have been tactical in nature. 

The guerrillas held, for instance, that by starting various 
fronts simultaneously this would compel the regime to 
disperse its armed forces, making it easier to confront them 
with guerrilla war. It turned out, however, that the regime, 
which enjoyed the full support of U.S. imperialism, had 
such overwhelming military forces at its disposal that it 
was the guerrillas who suffered the consequences of dis- 
persal in face of a highly coordinated foe trained in coun- 
terguerrilla war. The initiation of various fronts in re- 
mote areas is thus rated by Bejar as a tactical mistake. 

The E L N  and the MIR had  contradictory estimates of 
the Peruvian economic and social reality so that they did 
not follow the same political guidelines. Left out of ac- 
count was the conservatizing effect on the peasants of the 
repression that followed the victories won under Hugo 
Blanco. The relative roles of the countryside and the city 
were miscalculated, the importance of the cities being un- 
derestimated. Publicity was poorly handled, the program 
of the movement remained unclear to the public. * 

* The program, in any case, was limited to five demands: " ( 1 )  
People's Government. (2) Expulsion of all the foreign monop- 
olies. (3) Agrarian Revolution. (4)  Friendship with all the peo- 
ples of the world. ( 5 )  National Sovereignty." 

National sovereignty and an agrarian revolution belong his- 
torically to the democratic demands of the bourgeois revolu- 
tion. It is noteworthy that the program did not call for expro- 
priation of foreign capitalist interests. What a "people's govern- 
ment" might mean is hard to visualize. Equally vague is the 
foreign policy labeled "friendship with all the peoples of the 
world." 

In short, the Peruvian guerrillas did not start from what was 
shown by the Cuban revolution; i.e., how a revolution for demo- 
cratic demands in the world of today tends to become converted 
into a revolution for socialism. Their program amounted to 
an attempt to begin where the Cubans started, without taking 
into account the advance represented by the victory of the Cuban 
revolution- the new stage opened up in the revolutionary strug- 
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The fronts were easily infiltrated by the enemy, with 
devastating consequences. When the army entered a zone 
in which the guerrillas had been operating, uncertain ele- 
ments among the local population rapidly went over to 
the other side, shifting the apparent relationship of forces 
to the great disadvantage of the guerrillas. 

The guerrillas could not reach agreement on a unified 
military command. They proved incapable of coordinat- 
ing their actions or even making military intelligence 
available to each other in a timely way. 

Despite determination to follow the Cuban model rigor- 
ously, innovations were tried that proved to be self-de- 
feating. One of the worst mistakes was the attempt to 
set up "security zones." For  example, the belief that the 
Mesa Pelada was safe turned out to be a n  illusion. It 
was encircled by the foe and became a death trap for 
the main leader Luis de la Puente. 

Bejar goes into all this in some detail. As to the ultimate 
reasons for the errors, he ascribes these to the origin of 
the guerrillas. The key cadres of the ELN came from 
various dissident groups, but principally from the left 
wing of the Communist party. They left that organization 
under the influence of the Cuban revolution. Under the 
same influence, the key cadres of the MIR came from the 
left wing of the APRA. Each of these currents, although 
they had  overcome much that was bad in their back- 
ground, retained features of their formation that inter- 
fered with proper coordination of their struggle and a 
proper estimate of the political scene in which they oper- 
ated. 

A question arises which one hopes Bejar will return to 
as  he deepens his study of what happened in 1965. To 
what degree were the errors not just "tactical" errors but 
political errors? The question is of considerable impor- 
tance in drawing up a balance sheet. 

Note some of the things that emerge from Bejar's account 
of what the guerrillas ran into "tactically": 

Armed action was begun in the field without construction 
of a general staff to guide the participants in their com- 
mon struggle. 

Armed action was begun without a common political 
estimate of the reality, and, in the absence of a general 
staff, no means to keep that political estimate up to date 
and to test it in ways entailing the lowest overhead cost 
to the movement. 

With neither a general staff nor a common political 
estimate, it is a wonder that the guerrillas were able to 
achieve such coordination as  they did. But, as Bejar 
stresses, it was woefully inadequate. 

Further political consequences followed. The guerrillas 
lacked means of connecting up with and mobilizing the 
masses if they failed to be directly and immediately "in- 
spired" by the armed action into mobilizing themselves. 
Not only were the means lacking, the guerrillas did not 
even take into consideration the possibility that the masses 

gle in Latin America, which requires a new, more advanced, 
set of demands. Despite their intentions, the Peruvian guerrillas 
locked themselves into a "traditionalist" schema. 

Bejar is critical of the programmatic inadequacies of the 1965 
guerrilla struggle in Peru but does not go into the problem in 
depth. 
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might not be prepared to move at the signal given by the 
action of small bands of armed men lacking roots in the 
masses. The masses might require more time to gain their 
own political experience in their own way-time to test 
the claims of leaders, to check out methods, to build up 
self-confidence, to get a feel of the strength of their num- 
bers. The guerrillas did not visualize the possibility of the 
masses themselves making a contribution, perhaps in un- 
expected ways. 

In talking about the absence of a "general staff'land 
of a "common political estimate of the reality," what are 
we really saying? That the guerrillas lacked a political 
party built on the Leninist model. 

One might assume that this would logically be one of 
the main criticisms reached by Hector Bejar. His opinion, 
however, is just the contrary. 

The truth is that throughout his study he views armed 
struggle- guerrilla warfare- as  having such intrinsic vir- 
tues and powers, even when initiated by a tiny handful, 
as  to open up completely new perspectives, particularly 
with regard to bypassing the task of building a revolu- 
tionary-socialist party. 

In a chapter "The ELN," under the subheading "Revolu- 
tion and Party," Bejar indicates his views on this. He takes 
us to the heart of the concepts that guided the Peruvian 
guerrillas of 1965: 

"The Socialist Revolution is the first change that requires 
the active participation of the people as a whole. Without 
this participation it is illusory to count on a revolutionary 
triumph. 

'While being a n  indispensable requisite for victory, the 
people at the same time constitute the best safeguard 
against any  deformation of the Revolution. The peasant 
and proletarian masses, without whose collaboration no 
revolutionary war is possible in Peru, must raise up their 
own leaders and engage in reaching their own decisions. 

"In bringing this process to a successful conclusion, the 
premature creation of a political party is a serious obstacle. 

"If the party is created before [emphasis in original] the 
guerrilla war is initiated, it is rapidly converted into an  
organization with its own group interests and gives rise 
to a leadership that likewise has  its own interests. The 
overall interests of the organization, or the particular ones 
of its leadership, often come into contradiction with the 
needs of the Revolution in countries like ours, where par- 
ties arise, not from the exploited majority, but from priv- 
ileged layers, bourgeois or  petty-bourgeois, separated from 
the exploited masses as  a whole. 

"The contradictions are  not long in becoming expressed 
in repeated postponements of the revolutionary time sched- 
ule, delaying of tasks, egoism of the organization, sectar- 
ianism, and a n  incendiary verbalism that does not corre- 
spond to actual conduct. 

"Often the party must use a n  'insurrectional' language 
to satisfy the ranks and attract new adherents. In reality 
it develops a n  activity aimed exclusively at controlling the 
organizations of the students and workers from above. 

"Isn't this, in reality, the traditional politics refurbished 
with a 'new' language? 

"When the pressure of the members requires turning 13 
real revolutionary tasks, a n  ideological and political fight 
is not long in appearing. Then the revolutionary perspec- 
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tive is lost in a tangle of internal struggles. And the revo- 
lutionary tasks are again postponed in the name of a 
struggle against opportunism." 

The author then deals with problems that presumab!y 
arise when a prematurely formed party attempts to engage 
in guerrilla struggles, outlining the position of the ELN 
on this question. He repeats his main conclusion: 

"A prematurely formed party is always an  obstacle, a 
fence put up between the masses and the revolution. What 
is required is not to ca!! on the masses to follow a party 
but to construct a party among the masses themselves. 

"If a party is born from the peasantry and the prole- 
tariat, after a long process of struggle in which the revo- 
lutionists and  the exploited have united into a single pha- 
lanx, the exploited will themselves have succeeded in form- 
ing a genuine vanguard." 

Bejar's theory that a party formed at any time except 
in the hour of armed struggle is almost certainly doomed 
to degenerate because it has its own group interests and 
gives rise to a leadership with its own particular interests, 
both of them in contradiction to the revolutionary interests 
of the exploited layers of the population, is hardly some- 
thing new. As a matter of fact, it is the theme developed 
in great detail by Robert Michels in Political Partzes, which 
was published in . . .  191 1. Michels drew his conclusions 
principally from his observations of the Social Democracy 
in its period of degeneration. 

Bejar's conclusion that the degeneration of the party 
can be avoided by the expedient of not organizing it prior 
to the stage of armed struggle is not very consistent. The 
anarchists are more logical in arguing that the best safe- 
guard is not to organize a party at all, but to rely exclu- 
sively on the "deed" or  on armed struggle. The anarchist 
record, particularly in Spain, shows of course how much 
worth can be placed in the logic of the anarchists when 
it comes to practice. 

But let us come to the key question. If Bejar is correct, 
what happens to Lenin's contribution with regard to the 

role of a combat party in bringing a revolutionary strug- 
gle to a successful conclusion? Let us recall the not unim- 
portant item that Lenin in practice refuted both Michels 
and the anarchists. 

The failure of Bejar to consider Lenin's contribution 
in this field is perhaps the most glaring omission in his 
entire study of the 1965 guerrilla experience in Peru. Does 
Bejar consider Lenin to have been proved wrong? If so, 
why not s ay  it? And try to exp!ain why, in the world of 
today, Lenin should be disregarded as . . .  "traditionalist." 

Perhaps Bejar has not made up his mind on this point. 
On the other hand, nowhere in Bejar's study is to be found 
anything approaching Lenin's concept of the party as  the 
general staff of the revolution. 

Although he does not state it, one wonders if he equates 
Stalinism and Leninism. Or equates both Stalinism and 
Leninism with political parties in general. Perhaps what 
he is really doing is genera!izing from his own unhappy 
experience with the Stalinized Communist party in Peru, 
to which he counterposes his hope that guerrilla struggle 
per se is so efficacious that if carried out correctly on the 
tactical level, the building of a revo!utionary-socialist party 
can be relegated to a level of fifth-rate importance. 

To consider a Stalinist-type party as  a fence separating 
the masses from the revo!ution is accurate, if inadequate. 
But it is not correct to conc!ude from this that the same 
holds true for a Leninist-type party. Such a party functions 
as a political general staff for the masses in their struggle. 
It is precisely the absence of such a political general staff 
that has made victory exceeding!y difficult in Peru. 

Hugo Blanco saw this very c!early during the 1961-62 
upsurge. It is to be hoped that the survivors of the 1965 
guerrilla defeat wi!! reach a simi!ar conclusion as  they 
deepen their critical appraisal of their own effort. This 
could prove to be decisive in the next great upsurge, which 
may come sooner than the politica! representatives of the 
oligarchy and imperialism fear or  the revolutionary lead- 
ers now in prison dare hope. 

Hecfor Bejar in English 
The prize-winning essay, "Peru 1965: Notes on ers of Intercontinental 
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