
Vo!. 7, No. 6 0 1969 Intercontinental Press February 17, 1969 50c 

AYUB KHAN: "Release political prisoners!" say opponents. See p. 171. 

Venezuelan Guerrillas Open Front in Cities 

One Day Strike Paralyzes Italy 

LSE Students Win Wide Support 

'Kenyatta's Police Evict Nairobi University Students 
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BERTRAND RUSSELL'S MESSAGE TO THE STOCKHOLM CONEERENCE ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

[The following is the text of a 
message from Bertrand Russell to the con- 
ference on Czechoslovakia held in Stock- 
holm February 1 and 2 under the sponsor- 
ship of the Bertrand Russell Peace Founda- 
tion. 1 

* * *  

The developments in Czechoslovakia 
in the past twelve months are of the 
greatest significance, forming a landmark 
in twentieth-century socialism. In Janu- 
ary 1968 the Czechoslovak Communist party 
determined to create what it called "so- 
cialism with a human face." 

This involved dismantling the old 
bureaucracy and the secret police, cor- 
recting injustices of the past, ending 
censorship, beginning to tell the people 
the truth and taking other necessary 
steps towards socialist democracy. This 
new direction gained massive popular sup- 
port, and it is clear that this support 
remains to this day. 

The continuation, in new circum- 
stances, of the demands for socialist de- 
mocratisation by vast numbers of workers, 
students and intellectuals is an extra- 
ordinary, heroic phenomenon, which re- 
quires both our understanding and our sup- 
port. The persistence with which these de- 
mands are maintained despite the scant 
support of Western socialists and the 
false "sympathy" of NATO is a measure of 
the quality of Czechoslovak socialism. 

If NATO sympathises with socialist 
democracy, let them welcome it in Greece 
or Spain. Meanwhile, however, tragedy ad- 
vances in Czechoslovakia. 

When a man burns himself to an ago- 
nising death for political reasons, he is 
appealing to the world after all other ap- 
peals have failed. I doubt that we have 
understood sufficiently the nature of the 
sacrifice made by Jan Palach and those 
who follow him, or the desperation prompt- 
ed by Soviet suppression and the inactivi- 
ty of Western socialists. 

Both before and since the Soviet 
invasion of last August, the Czechoslovak 
leadership has been subjected to intoler- 
able intimidation and blackmail, and to 
inhuman pressures daily. It cannot be 
said too often that such conduct has no 

place in socialist behaviour. It is clear 
to me that the Soviet Union's policy is 
to discredit the leadership, break the 
will of the people and reintroduce bureau- 
cratic rule. 

timidating the leaders, they will compel 
the country to capitulate, and much of 
their own dirty work will have been done 
for them. From the Soviet point of view, 
it is far easier for popular demands to 
be crushed by Czechoslovak leaders than 
by Russian tanks. 

Equally clearly, however, the Czech- 
oslovak people are in no mood to compromise 
on their basic liberties. Why does the 
leadership repeatedly make appeals not to 
act, not to defy the occupation, not to 
oppose the censorship, not to strike? It 
is because these appeals are falling on 
deaf ears, and the people, rightly, wish 
to ignore them. 

The Russians calculate that by in- 

I see as a great tragedy the role 
of those Czechoslovak leaders who have 
chosen the road of compromise. Their fail- 
ure to resist Soviet demands, for reasons 
which I fully understand, will lead inevi- 
tably to their discrediting themselves. 

They must understand that they are 
compromising with an occupation which rep- 
resents insatiable demands. Every compro- 
mise will be followed by Soviet demands 
for further compromises, until the whole 
hope of 1968 is destroyed. That road 
leads only to demoralisation and defeat. 
The suggestion that important aspects of 
the post-January programme can be saved 
in th i s  manner is an illusion. 

Asking for time, patience and calm 
in this situation of advanced popular con- 
sciousness is equivalent to asking for 
mass apathy. It is this for which the So- 
viet leaders are working, because it is 
the necessary condition for the reimposi- 
tion of all aspects of Stalinist control. 

These questions concern every so- 
cialist, East and West. How we understand 
and act on them will, I believe, help to 
shape the future of socialism in industri- 
alised countries for the rest of this cen- 
tury. It is for these reasons that I have 
called this conference, and I wish it 
every success. 

STALIN PEXCE PKLZE,OF COURSE 

Todor Pavlov, a member of the Polit- land, Hungary, East Germany and Bulgaria 
bureau of the Bulgarian Communist party, 
suggested February 9 that a world peace 
prize be awarded to the Soviet Union, Po- 

f o r  having invaded and occupied Czecho- 
slovakia last August, according to Tanjug, 
the Yugoslav press agency. 
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RUSSELL CONFERENCE CONDEMNS SOVIET INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

CThe following is the full text of 
the declaration on the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia adopted by the conference 
of socialists and communists held in 
Stockholm February 1 and 2 under the aus- 
pices of the Bertrand Russell Peace Foun- 
dation. The conference called on commu- 
nists to boycott the congress of Communist 
parties scheduled to be held in Moscow in 
May and attend a meeting in London, May 2- 
5 to protest the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

CThe proposed agenda for the London 
meeting, approved in Stockholm, included 
these points: "1. What was the situation 
in the spring and what is the real situa- 
tion now in Czechoslovakia? 2. What is the 
significance and what are the repercus- 
sions of the situation for the interna- 
tional socialist movement? 3.  What are the 
reasons and nature of the Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia and what are the theo- 
re tic a1 imp1 ic at i ons ? " 

[Following the text of the decla- 
ration is a list of the delegates to the 
Stockholm conference. The Russell founda- 
tion has announced that papers presented 
to the conference will be published in 
the near future.] 

* * *  

The dominant feature of the world 
situation today is the subjection of the 
majority of mankind to misery, exploita- 
tion and oppression. These conditions are 
essentially the result of a specific sys- 
tem, the system of imperialism. It is the 
duty of socialists and communists through- 
out the world to fight against this sys- 
tem. We have seen that the first country 
to overthrow capitalism, the USSR, does 
not contribute to this struggle as it 
naturally ought to do. 

For socialists and communists deep- 
ly engaged in the struggle for the libera- 
tion of all workers, the invasion and oc- 
cupation of Czechoslovakia, a country 
building socialism, by a great power it- 
self also claiming to be socialist is in- 
deed a very serious blow to the fundamen- 
tal political values of the anti-capital- 
ist and anti-imperialist struggle. 

was not an unforeseeable accident but the 
logical consequence of an authoritarian 
and dogmatic conception of how socialism 
should be built. 

1. The invasion of Czechoslovakia 

2. For  the Soviet leaders the 
building of socialism can only be success- 
ful if it essentially conforms to the pat- 
tern Stalin developed and imposed. Except 
for a few formal modifications, this pat- 

tern is still regarded as the only valid 
one. 

3 .  Although they challenged neither 
the ruling role of the Communist party nor 
their own commitments with regard to the 
Warsaw Pact and Comecon, the Prague lead- 
ers laid themselves open to invasion be- 
cause they put an end to monolithic party 
rule and because they allowed the political 
debate which had begun within the party to 
be conducted in the public arena as well. 
This intervention is in flagrant contradic- 
tion with the right of peoples to self- 
determination and with respect for their 
sovereignty recognized in principle by 
the USSR and by different international 
Communist bodies as well. 

4. Censorship had to be reimposed 
since control of public opinion is neces- 
sary, in the Soviet view, for the building 
of socialism. In other words, all opposi- 
tion, criticism and dissidence had to be 
suppressed. 

severe censorship at home, it is intoler- 
able that its pattern of socialism is ques- 
tioned within its sphere of influence. Were, 
it to tolerate this, it would run the risk 
of the existing pattern being contested 
within the USSR itself. 

5. For the USSR, which maintains 

6. The Czechoslovak invasion, which 
has made the struggle against U.S. imperi- 
alism more difficult, was provoked, not 
just by the struggle for independence of a 
people subject to Soviet domination, but 
by the spontaneous birth of original forms 
of direct democracy leading towards the 
strengthening of socialism and self-manage- 
ment in Czechoslovakia. 

7. The purpose of our action is to 
mobilize socialist and communist opinion 
in defense of Czechoslovakia's independent 
initiatives towards socialism without iden- 
tifying ourselves with all the theories ad- 
vanced within the working-class movement in 
Czechoslovakia. 

8. We must by o u r  action endeavour 
to demonstrate that the Soviet intervention 
will be increasingly criticized and there- 
fore that the Soviet Union will be increas- 
ingly isolated. We must also convince the 
peoples of the Soviet Union that condemna- 
tion of their leaders' action by many for- 
eign communists and by certain courageous 
Soviet citizens is not dictated by hostil- 
ity to the Soviet Union or to sohialism, 
but by hostility to a conservative policy 
prejudicial to the interests and objectives 
of socialism. 

9. The struggle f o r  socialism in the 
capitalist countries is compromised because 
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the present dominant pattern of socialism 
is a bureaucratic and authoritarian one. 
On the other hand, the weakness of the 
working-class movement in the capitalist 
countries in struggling against imperial- 
ism slows down the struggle against bu- 
reaucracy and authoritarianism in the 
countries of Eastern Europe. This double 
aspect of the situation also seriously 
weakens the struggle for national and so- 
cial liberation in the so-called Third 
World. 

To disapprove of the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia is not enough. To partici- 
pate in the forthcoming international Mos- 
cow conference of Communist parties is to 
accept the fait accompli and, indirectly, 
to put oneself in line with Soviet policy. 

To regard as a positive fact the 
agreements imposed by force on the Prague 
leaders in Moscow last August is to en- 
courage the drift towards the evident 
capitulation in Czechoslovakia and to 
underwrite neo-Stalinism within the inter- 
national Communist movement. 

For these reasons, the Preliminary 
Conference CALLS UPON the Communist par- 
ties and all communists not to partici- 
pate in the world conference to be held 
in Moscow unless the foreign troops are 
first withdrawn from Czechoslovakia. 

Preliminary Conference APPEALS to the Com- 
munist parties and to all communists to 
boycott the Moscow conference but to take 
part in the London meeting of the Ber- 
trand Russell Peace Foundation on Czecho- 
slovakia to be held May 2 through 5. 

Conference INVITES all socialist parties, 
all true socialists, trade unions and oth- 
er working-class organizations which have 
adopted clearly anti-imperialist positions 
to participate in the London meeting. 

This conference calls for the imme- 
diate release of all those imprisoned or 
exiled following their protest against 
the Soviet occupation of Czechoslovakia. 

The Preliminary Conference assures 
Czechoslovak workers and intellectuals of 
its determination to help them and to 
give active support to their resistance 
to foreign invasion and all attempts to 
reinstate a bureaucratic regime in their 
country. 

If that condition is not met, the 

At the same time the Preliminary 

* * *  

Delegates to the Stockholm 
Preliminary Conference on Czechoslovakia 

Ken Coates, chairman of the confer- 
ence: British sociologist, a director of 
the Russell Foundation, and a member of 
the Council of the Institute for Workers 

Control. Author of Can Workers Run In- 
d m ?  

Christopher Farley, served as chair- 
man for the last session: British journal- 
ist, a director of the Russell Foundation, 
personal secretary to Bertrand Russell. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Joseph Pokstefl: Member of the law 
faculty of Charles University in Prague, 
member of the Communist party and convoker 
of the Fourteenth Party Congress, held 
underground during the occupation. 

Lubomir Holocek: Past president of 
the Czechoslovak Union of Students, he de- 
livered the eulogy at the mass funeral for 
Jan Palach. He was the last person to see 
Palach before his immolation. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Lawrence Daly: General secretary of 
the National Union of Mineworkers. He 
visited Vietnam as a member of the Interna- 
tional War Crimes Tribunal. 

C.L.R.James: West Indian author, 
journalist, and Marxist historian. 

John Berg=: British -critic, essay- 
ist and novelist. He is a frequent visitor 
to Eastern Europe and was last in Prague 
in August 1968. 

&ya Berger: Translator of politi- 
cal and artistic books, including works by 
Ernst Fischer, Ilya Ehrenberg, Wilhelm 
Reich, Franz Mehring, and Bertolt Brecht. 

Emanuel Litvinoff: Author and jour- 
nalist. Editor of the quarterly journal, 
Jews in Eastern Europg. 

author. He has written on Marxist econom- 
ics and socialism. 

Stephen Bodin-: Economist and 

UNITED STATES 

Josb Ydesias: Author of numerous 

W p h  Schoenman: Secretary general 

works on Cuba, socialism and the arts. 

of the International War Crimes Tribunal 
and director of the Russell Foundation. 

Joan Mellen: Professor of Litera- 
ture at Temple University. 

tive secretary of the Bertrand Russell 
Peace Foundation. 

Michael McCabe: West Coast execu- 

FRANCE 

b g e  Mallet: Member of the edito- 
rial board of La Nouvel Observateur; author 
of La Nouvelle Classe Ouvriere; member of 
the Parti Socialiste Unifi6 [PSU -- United 
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NORWAY 

Finn Gustavsen, and edi tor  of Orientering 
published by the Socia l i s t  Peoples party. 

ICELAND : 

Reykjavik da i ly  Thjodviljiun, member of 
the Icelandic parliament, and author of 
books on Cuba, China, and Vietnam. 

SWEDEN 

Tore L i m e  Eriksen: Deputy f o r  

W n h s  K,iartansson: Editor of 

G o r a n  Therborn: Editor of the so- 
c i a l i s t  journal Zenit. 

Bo Hammar: Editor of the weekly 
l idsignal .  

a1 board of Kommentar. 
Ulf Remark: Member of the edt tor i -  

Soc ia l i s t  party]. 

V i c t o r  Fay: Writer fo r  Le Monde 
Diplomatique; member of the PSU. 

Lucien Goldmann: Professor a t  
1'Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes i n  
Par i s ,  and author of The Hidden God. 

Daniel Guerin: Author of a his tory 
of the French Revolution, La  l u t t e  de 
classes sous l a  PremiBre Republique. 

Jean-Marie Vincent: Member of the 
National Directory of the PSU. 

Dubina Oldrich: Former president 
of the Communist Student Union of Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Pierre  Mania: Writer. He i s  a mem- 
ber of a l e f t i s t  opposition within the 
French Communist party,  and a memter of 
the national committee of the Fbderation 
des  Deport&. 

Christer Hogstedt: Chairman of the 
Socia l i s t  Union. 

ONE-DAY GENERAL STRIKE PARALYZES I T A I Y  

Millions of s t r iking workers para- 
lyzed I t a l y  February 5 i n  a one-day gen- 
e ra l  s t r ike  f o r  increased pensions. The 
action saw r a r e  cooperation between the 
three major  union federations. Union 
leaders estimated that  sixteen million 
workers took part i n  the s t r ike.  The 
Paris daily Le Monde reported February 7 
that  the s t r ike  was 90 percent effective. 

Many major industries were shut 
down. No newspapers o r  l ive  television 
programs appeared. Ten f l i gh t s  of Alital- 
i a ,  the national a i r l ine ,  were canceled. 
Bus drivers, i n  agreement with union lead- 
e rs ,  struck f o r  only two hours i n  major 
c i t i e s ,  but t h i s  was during the morning 
rush hour and t i ed  up t r a f f i c  throughout 
I ta ly .  Small shopkeepers turned off elec- 
t r i c  signs as a token of sol idar i ty  with 
the s t r ike.  One indication of the impact 
of the action was the closing of the Fiat  
complex a t  Turin, where management has 
frequently boasted of i t s  immunity t o  
workers' actions. Fiat  o f f ic ia l s  acknowl- 
edged that  "most" of the 120,000 produc- 
t ion  workers did not show up f o r  work. 

The issue i n  the s t r ike  is  a sensi- 
t ive  one f o r  I t a l i an  workers. Minimum pen- 
sions are presently only 12,000 l i r e  
[US$19.203 a month. A large percentage of 
re t i red  workers receive l i t t l e  more than 
30,000 l i r e  a month. The unions have de- 
manded that  the m a x i m u m  pension be raised 
t o  74 percent of f i n a l  wages -- a f t e r  
for ty  years of work -- and that this be 
increased t o  80 percent by 1973. 

If union leaders have been forced 
by rank-and-file pressure t o  take a more 
militant stand, they have not succeeded 

i n  outflanking the growing opposition t o  
t he i r  l e f t .  Le Monde reported February 7 
that i n  a number of areas workers carried 
signs i n  marches during the s t r ike "which 
challenged the union leaders themselves." 

The s t r ike  was accompanied by stu- 
dent demonstrations throughout the coun- 
try, especially i n  Rome. On February 3 
farm workers blocked railroad tracks a t  
Fondi, north of Naples on the road t o  
Rome. They were protesting a sharp drop  
i n  the price of c i t ru s  f r u i t .  The action 
followed numerous protest marches, some 
of which went as f a r  as Rome, where work- 
ers  gave away oranges t o  passersby on the 
s t ree t  i n  front of the offices of the Min- 
i s t e r  of Agriculture. 

The capi ta l i s t  world i s  keeping a 
careful eye on developments i n  I ta ly .  The 
authoritative New York Times i n  a Janu- 
ary 25 ed i to r i a l  urged the Rumor govern- 
ment t o  proceed with "vigor" t o  carry out 
"overdue reforms i n  education, local gov- 
ernment, social  security, taxation and 
many other f ie lds .  The Times made it 
plain that  it was not motivated by a sud- 
den philanthropic concern fo r  the w e l l -  
being of the I t a l i an  working class. It 
pointed instead t o  "concern l e s t  I t a l y  
plunge into the chaos that France experi- 
enced l a s t  M a y .  

The day a f t e r  the general s t r ike ,  
transportation workers i n  Milan, the na- 
t ion ' s  most  important industr ia l  c i ty ,  
struck f o r  six hours f o r  bet ter  working 
conditions. Teachers have announced a 
nationwide s t r ike  i n  a l l  secondary schools 
February 19. 
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From Czechoslovakia 

REVOLUTIONS CAN DEGENERATE 

[Under the title "A Challenge to 
History," the following article by Fran- 
tigek Samalik appeared in the November 11, 
1968, issue of Politika, the theoretical 
magazine of the Czechoslovak Communist 
party. This was the issue that celebrated 
the fiftieth annniversary of the Russian 
revolution. It was also the final issue 
of Politika. 

CThe ban came as a result of pres- 
sure from Moscow. But it has also been re- 
ported that Dubc'ek was quite annoyed with 
the way Politika celebrated the first suc- 
cessful proletarian revolution, feeling 
that it had increased his difficulties in 
dealing with Stalin's heirs. 

CThe translation is by Interconti- 
nental Press.] 

* * *  

Great ideas cannot be realized 
without the release of great energies. 
Marx's vision of the new society devel- 
oped within European culture. It repre- 
sented the culmination and extension of 
European civilization. But, for many rea- 
sons, this idea was first put into prac- 
tice in a Russia profoundly blighted by 
despotism. In the Russian October, Marx's 
idea was translated into action, and ac- 
tion, in turn, enriched it. T o  use Gram-  
sci's expression, "October was an act of 
fundamental philosophic challenge. It was 
a challenge to history. Men demanded to 
be treated like men." 

It generated an activism that broke down 
fatalistic conceptions. It showed that 
men are the prisoners of conditions and 
situations only insofar as they patiently 
suffer them. But how should conditions be 
changed? Since men are unshackled during 
revolutions, the most diverse programs 
spring up at such times. 

The revolution opened up new roads. 

The rainbow of positions and con- 
ceptions appearing at the time of the Rus- 
sian revolution narrowed in subsequent 
years to a monochromatic official "wave- 
length." In this transformation the 
"philosophical meaning" of October was at 
once impoverished and mythicized. It was 
crowded into the background by the specif- 
ic forms acquired by Soviet socialism in 
an encircled and imperiled backward coun- 
try. 

forms and specific experiences which 
formed the basic elements of the official 
Stalinist theory of socialism. The more 
this theory accommodated to the reality, 
the more independent of reality, in fact, 

It was precisely these specific 

it was conceived. Thus, restricting, con- 
fining schemata arose which obstructed a 
creative quest for more suitable and rich- 
er forms of realizing socialism. 

the world because its "creators" conceived 
it as part of the worldwide socialist strug- 
gle. They sought to give impetus to all 
forces capable of strengthening the demo- 
cratic and socialist movement and the lib- 
eration struggle in general. This was the 
basis for their every decision. 

This openness to the world was 
clearly undermined to some extent by the 
concept and the necessity of "socialism 
in one country." Socialism acquired a 
state form, which may not have been entire- 
ly beneficial because relations among 
states are different from the relations 
among socialist forces throughout the 
world. Moreover, this state establishment 
of socialism created tendencies to rank- 
ing the "socialist state" higher than so- 
cialist forces still lacking state power. 
Fundamentally, these tendencies had a 
static effect because them$ential of  
socialist movements without state power 
belonged to an uncertain future. In this 
static conception, the "socialist state" 
was no longer considered a force giving 
impetus to all socialist movements. To 
the contrary, the socialist movements were 
seen more as instruments serving the needs 
and goals of the state than the needs and 
goals of socialism. 

The Twentieth Party Congress called 
this deformation by its right name. But 
the greatness of an idea cannot be de- 
stroyed by the empirical forms in which it 
is realized. As yet no great movement has 
been able to prevent the appearance in the 
course of its surges of despotically in- 
clined "consolidators" and "simplifiers" 
who dam up its ideological and moral well- 
springs. 

also shows that every great revolution is 
open to all possibilities -- to creativity 
and dogmatic ossification, to freedom and 
the suppression of freedom, to democracy 
and to the bureaucratic centralist suppres- 
sion of democracy. Revolutions are entirely 
open to deformations which arise spontane- 
ously and unpredictably in society. 

In just this way October opened up 
the door to all possibilities. But in the 
legacy of October, which has entered into 
history and opened the way to new history, 
the purity of its great idea of free men 
in a free society continues to shine forth 
as brightly as ever. And it is through this 
idea that the October revolution offers 

The October revolution was open to 

But the extent of the deformation 
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mankind a universal, international pro- cism was s t i r red  by the fac t  that this sys- 
gram. tem was f a r  removed from the philosophical 

and moral truths of October. T h i s  rea l i ty  
It was on the basis of t h i s  idea of must forbid self-satisfaction. It must lead 

freedom that we cr i t ic ized the social and us t o  continually weigh our  acts against 
po l i t i ca l  system which existed here before o u r  ideas, t o  continually question how much 
January 1968. And the fervor of our c r i t i -  our  actions ref lect  our ideas. 

4,500 PARIS STUDENTS AT DISCUSSION ON RFVOLUTIONAFZ PARTY 

Paris 

About 4,500 people jammed the great 
ha l l  of the Mutualit6 here January 31 t o  
hear a discussion on "Constructing the 
Revolutionaqy Party. It The audience, com- 
posed largely of students, but with a good 
contingent of young workers, f i l l e d  a l l  
the seats and packed the a i s les  of  the 
huge auditorium, which w a s  decorated with 
red flags and pictures of Lenin and T r o t -  
sky. !be meeting w a s  sponsored by the 
newspapers Lutte Ouaiere and Rouge. 

Lutte Ouvrisre represents the views 
of a tendency which s p l i t  from the Fourth 
International i n  the 1940's. Rome sup- 
porters include former members of the 
Jeunesse Communiste R6volutionnaire and 
the Parti G o m i s t e  Internationaliste 
[the French section of the Fourth Interna- 
tioml]-J. A l l  three groups were banned 
by &e Gaulle a f t e r  the May revolutionaq 
u p s m e  - 
events on the revolutionary you%% vanguard 
w a s  shown by the great interest  i n  the 
discussion on the lessons t o  be drawn, Al- 
most &he entire audience staged through 
three-and-a-half hours of discussion and 
Bebate between the t w o  tendencies. 

continuing impact of the M a y  

Spokesmen for  Lutte Ouvrisre pro- 
posed the unification of t he i r  group, 
Rowe supporters, and "the Maoists and 
anarchists." Rowe spokesmen replied that 
a Leninist combat party must be based on 
a c lear  program, and urged that the dif-  
ferences-between Lutte &vri&re and Rowe 
be frankly discussed. One of these dif- 
ferences concerns the analysis of the 
workers states.  Lutte Ouvriere holds, €o r  
example, that  Cuba i s  a "petty-bourgeois" 
s ta te ,  while Rouge views Cuba as a work- 
e r s  s ta te  and supports i t s  revolutionary 
leadership. 

Speakers for  Rouge also urged that 
as an immediate step, w h i l e  the discus- 
sion continues, the two tendencies cooper- 
ate i n  holding meetings i n  working-class 
areas on such topics as workers control, 
and that they work together i n  the facto- 
r i e s .  

The meeting heard a n  appeal from 
Spanish revolutionary social is ts ,  read by 
a member of the editorial  board of Rouge. 

The response w a s  immediate. The entire au- 
dience began singing "!The Internationale. 

* * $  

The Paris daily Le Monde (Febru- 
ary 2-3) evidently considered the meeting; 
at the Mutualit6 of some significance as 
it devoted more space t o  it thm L t  cus- 
tomarily does t o  such events. Le Monde 
suggested that the meeting w a s  the prelude 
t o  the creation of a new revolutionary 
party based on the "Trotskyist tendencies" 
whose or@;aniza%icrIEs were banned i n  S u e .  

"All the speakers emphasized the 
gains of the May daysl'' Le Honr3e said, 
"which were marked, according t o  them, by 
the revival of revolutionary ideas, and 
w M c h  proved tha% a centralized power 
could be forced t o  capitulate when faced 
w%th a general str5ke. 

W* Laumonnier, of Rouge, drew the 
lesson of the re la t ive defeat of the move- 
ment, showing the necessity t o  go beyond 
the stage of 'grouplets,' and even of 
'groups,' and the need fo r  a real  party. 
He advocated the creation of a Bolshevik- 
type formation, f o r  which he used Lenin's 
definition: 'democratic centralism'.. . 

"M. Daniel Ben S s d ,  of RouRe, af- 
firmed that ' the industrial  proletariat '  
has preserved i ts  revolutionary potential 
and emphasized that ' the margin for  maneu- 
ver of the bourgeoisie' has become ' s o  re- 
s t r ic ted '  that  th i s  'ruling class '  had t o  
ca l l  fo r  'participation' of the workers 
t o  save i t s e l f .  He particularly blamed 
the Communist party f o r  taking the road 
of participation, especially i n  the uni- 
versity program. 

not w a n t  t o  content ourselves with f i l l i n g  
the space on the l e f t  which the reformism 
of the CP has created. We must win ground 
where people work, i n  the factories. '  

" 'But, '  M. Ben Sald declared, 'We do 

"Another speaker, M. Schroedt 
(Lutte Ouvriere), referred t o  the strength 
'of the S ta l in i s t  apparatus i n  the facto- 
r i e s '  and denounced the harm done by the 
CP and i t s  bureaucratic and reformist 
s p i r i t .  He believed, nevertheless, that  
the crisis of May, which had 'shaken the 
old order, had also shaken the CP, which 
was part and parcel of it. ' " 
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WOIZEZERS, STUDENTS IZESIST FRANCO'S "STATII O F  EMERGENCY" 

The crackdown which Franco began 
January 24 with his proclamation of a 
"s ta te  of emergency" i s  encountering 
mounting resistance. The sharpest counter- 
attack has been launched by the clandes- 
t ine labor movement which the f a sc i s t  re- 
gime had singled out as a major  target i n  
the new repression. 

zations called a day of protest f o r  Janu- 
ary 31. T h i s  touched off spreading s t r ikes  
and demonstrations. 

In  the Basque port of Bilbao, 
35,000 workers stopped work. Some 5,000 
workers a l s o  downed t o o l s  i n  the nearby 
town of Eibar. 

number of factor ies  and leaf le t s  were dis- 
tr ibuted i n  the s t ree ts  call ing f o r  
"struggle against the dictatorship. 
Lightning demonstrations organized by the 
Comisiones Obreras [Workers Commissions] 
were held throughout the ci ty .  

hit back a t  these actions by ordering the 
closing of the A l t o s  Hornos foundry i n  
Bilbao where 6,000 workers had staged on- 
the-job protest meetings January 31 and 
February 1. 

The government's lockout w a s  an- 
swered by a sol idar i ty  s t r ike  of an es t i -  
mated 15,000 workers i n  the port c i ty ,  in- 
cluding the workers i n  the shipyards. 

The various outlawed workers organi- 

In  Madrid s t r ikes  took place i n  a 

On February 3 the Franco government 

On February 5 the government or- 
dered the plant reopened; but the workers 
refused t o  return t o  work. Slogans ap- 
peared on factory walls throughout the 
ci ty .  Typical ones were: "We Have Had 
Enough! "Against the Wage Freeze ! 
"Against the New Trade-Union Laws ! 
"Against the Arbitrary Jai l ings ! ' I  "Fight 
f o r  Free and Democratic Unions!" 

The next day, the s t r ike  seemed t o  
be extending rapidly. Some 25,000 metal 
workers were reported on s t r ike  i n  Bilbao, 
a c i t y  of about 335,000 inhabitants. The 
shipyards were closed. The industr ia l  
nerve centers of the c i ty ,  Baracaldo and 
Sestao, were occupied by troops. 

On the student front,  by February 5 
the universit ies of Madrid, Barcelona, Za- 
ragoza, and Deusto were closed. The uni-  
vers i t ies  of Granada and Malaga were on 
s t r ike ,  as well as two schools of the uni-  
vers i ty  i n  Navarre run by Opus Dei,  a pow- 
erful  r i gh t i s t ,  semisecret Catholic lay 
organization which is  one of the p i l l a r s  
of the f a sc i s t  regime. Incidents have oc- 
curred at the University of Valladolid. 
The police entered the campus of the 

School of Economic Sciences i n  Bilbao. 

publicly burned copies of newspapers t o  
protest the reintroduction of f u l l  censor- 
ship. The demonstration resulted i n  twelve 
arrests. 

In  Pamplona on February 2 students 

The resistance reached into the 
prisons, according t o  the February 7 
Le Monde . When an attempt was made t o  take 
about t h i r ty  Comisiones Obreras leaders 
out of the Carabanchel prison i n  Madrid 
f o r  questioning on February 5, the other 
prisoners protested so violently that  the 
police had t o  be sent into the peniten- 
t i a ry  t o  restore order. 

Lawyers fo r  persons arrested since 
the January 24 decree r epor t  that  315 po- 
l i t i c a l  prisoners a r e  being held a t  Cara- 
banchel and 86 are being detained un- 
charged a t  the Madrid police station. 

The extent of the repression inau- 
gurated by the "s ta te  of emergency" indi- 
cates how insecure the Franco government 
feels  i n  face of the decay of Spanish 
fascism and the r i s e  of popular resistance. 
The purge has extended even t o  the C h r i s -  
t i an  Democrats and moderates, the semi- 
of f ic ia l  opposition. 

twelve prominent C h r i s t i a n  Democrats and 
Social Democrats, eleven lawyers and one 
university professor, were picked up by 
the police. After being arrested, they 
were exiled t o  remote towns i n  Castile 
and Andalusia. 

On the night of January 30-31, 

Included i n  th i s  group were s$veral 
lawyers associated with D r .  Ruiz Gimenez, 
the president of Pax Romana and a former 
minis ter  of education i n  Franco's cabinet. 
Ruiz Gimbnez, recognized as the leader of 
the C h r i s t i a n  Democrats, has specialized 
i n  defending arrested members of the Co- 
misiones Obreras. It is  rumored that  he 
himself may be arrested i n  s p i t e  of h i s  
prominence and his powerful international 
connections. 

However, despite the breadth of the 
repression, i t s  main focus seems t o  be on 
the revolutionarg l e f t  and the l ibera l  
wing of the Catholic church, whose opposi- 
t ion threatens t o  deprive the fasc is t  re- 
gime of one of i t s  principal props. 

Marcel Niedergang wrote on February 2: 
"It has been noted i n  Madrid that  none 
of the known members of the pro-Soviet 
Communist party has been arrested, at  
least  up till now. However, the 'u l t ra-  
l e f t '  revolutionists and the Catholic 
progressives a r e  being energetically 
tracked down. I t  

Le Monde's special correspondent 
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Interview with Francisco Prada 

VENEZUELAN GUERRILLAS OPEN A FRONT IN CITIES 

CThe following interview was grant- 
ed by Francisco Prada to Patricio Garcia, 
a special correspondent of the Chilean 
magazine Punto Final. 

throughout Latin America as one of the 
main guerrilla leaders in Venezuela. He 
began his political career as a member of 
the Venezuelan Communist party. A s  he be- 
came aware of its conservatism, he moved 
to the left. At the OLAS COrganizaci6n 
Latinoamerica de Solidaridadl conference 
in August 1967, he spearheaded the attack 
on the right-wing leaders of the Venezue- 
lan Communist party for their betrayal of 
the revolutionary struggle. 

CThe interview made a sensation in 
Venezuela and was republished in the Janu- 
ary 27 issue of the Caracas daily La Re- 
phblica "because of its great interest to 
Venezuelan public opinion.'' This is the 
source from which we have taken it. 

nental Press.] 

[Francisco Prada is well known 

CThe translation is by Interconti- 

* * *  

Somewhere in Caracas 

It is almost one o'clock in the 
morning of Friday, December 13. I am alone 
in this big house where I spoke for four 
hours with Comandante Francisco Prada, the 
guerrilla leader commanding the Fabricio 
Ojeda Mobile Brigade of the F U N  [Fuerzas 
Armadas de Liberaci6n Nacional -- National 
Liberation Armed Forces] and the Jose 
FQlix Ribas youth column. What wouldn't 
SIBA [Servicio de Inteligencia de las 
Fuerzas Armadas -- the army intelligence 
service1 and DIGEPOL CDirecci6n General 
de Policia -- General Police Administra- 
tion -- the political police] give to get 
their hands on this bold fighter who, 
right under their noses, occupied the Cen- 
tral University of Venezuela in downtown 
Caracas for hours to advance the FALN's 
operat ion "Abs t enc i6n Militant e I' [Mili- 
tant Abstention]! 

Outside, as I was getting my notes 
together, the dogs in this working-class 
neighborhood barked furiously. They had 
been aroused by the sharp report of a gun. 
Had Comandante Prada been discovered? 
Hardly five minutes had passed since he 
left the house under heavy guard and drove 
away in the sane car that brought me here 
and which I must await to return me to 
Sabana Grande. In the suspense of waiting, 
a montage flashed through my head of the 
operation which this tall, thin man with 
the build of Don Quixote had led during 
his twenty-odd days in the Venezuelan 

capital. His presence in this city and his 
activities here have been the sharpest re- 
buttal to claims that the guerrillas in 
Venezuela are becalmed and hidden away in 
the mountains. 

It has been impossible to keep am- 
bushes and commando attacks on army and 
police patrols quiet. Both before and 
after the presidential campaign, the big 
papers in Caracas carried discreet reports 
of these incidents. Participating in these 
attacks, Comandante Prada told me, were 
Chilean fighters who had been with the 
guerrillas for some time -- a sublime ex- 
ample of revolutionary solidarity. 

stop at the door. Two guerrillas opened 
the door to tell me that they were ready 
for the return trip. Comandante Prada was 
again installed in a safe place and would 
very soon be ready to return to the moun- 
tains, his mission successfully completed. 
I gathered my notes and went out into the 
street. The dogs had quieted down and the 
skyscrapers of the great city were visible 
in the distance. They blindfolded me and 
started driving rapidly toward Caracas. 
Fifteen minutes later I was in downtown 
Caracas, dazzled by the neon lights. There 
was a farewell, brief and nervous but f u l l  
of human warmth. Besides the firm hand- 
clasps that remain as memories, I gained 
this interview,which sums up the main top- 
ics of the conversation I had with the 
guerrilla comandante. 

tapresidential election and its results? 

ists, the electoral process which has just 
concluded was only one more farce. The 
great majority of our  people will come to 
realize this quicker than many people 
think. The inability of "representative 
democracy" to solve the problems of the 
masses, retrieve the national patrimony, 
and restore dignity, sovereignty, and in- 
dependence to our country will become evi- 
dent as Caldera's fascist-tinted Social 
Christians proceed in their administration 
of the government. 

The spectacle of the Consejo Supre- 
mo Electoral [Supreme Electoral Council1 
wheeling and dealing with the election 
results; the accusations and cowteraccu- 
sations by Acci6n Democrktica [Democratic 
Action -- the party of Romulo Betancourtl 
and COPE1 CComit6 Organieado por Elecci- 
ones Independientes -- Committee for Inde- 
pendent Political Action -- the Social 
Christian party]; the theft and destruc- 
tion of ballot boxes and affidavits; the 
circumlocutions, contradictions and double- 

I heard an automobile come to a 

Question: What is your opinion of 

Answer: For consistent revolution- 
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talk on the part of the election offi- 
cials make the manifold fraudulent as- 
pects of these "free elections ," which 
were applauded by reactionaries through- 
ou;t the entire world, obvious to the most 
naive observer. 

that a decision was made only after the 
powers-that-be -- the military brass, the 
big economic interests, and the American 
embassy -- reached the conclusion that 
the people had to be kept out of the act 
by any means. They decided that Caldera 
would be the new executive director of 
their interests, turning their backs on 
their AD flunkey. In this game they had 
the collaboration also of the vacillating, 
conciliationist, and opportunist sectors 
of all the parties. And they had the col- 
lusion of self-proclaimed revolutionists 
who dignified the farce by participating 
in the elections -- whose sole aim was to 
retain their legality, at whatever price. 

The one thing that is clear is 

Q: Does your statement mean that 
the Partido Comunista Venezolano CPCV -- 
Venezuelan Communist party] was also an 
accomplice in this farce? 

A: Ekactly. Under the mask of UPA 
CUni6n Fara Avanzar -- Union for Prog- 
ress], the PCV concretized the policy of 
capitulation and conciliation that its 
revisionist leadership has been develop- 
ing for years. Its participation in this 
electoral fraud was already implicit in 
its "retreat thesis" formulated in Novem- 
ber 1965 in the San Carlos prison. The 
first stage was to liquidate the Fuerzas 
Armadas de Liberaci6n Nacional. This was 
the price that the "gorilla" and AD es- 
tablishment demanded to let them set up 
a legal apparatus for electoral pur- 
poses. 

The Venezuelan people gave these 
revisionists and conciliationists, who 
disgrace the name "Communist , I t  a slap in 
the face. Fortunately, the principled 
elements still in the ranks of the PCV 
have begun to realize what a swamp they 
have been led into. A reaction has begun 
among them that will lead to new splits 
in the not too distant future. Bridges 
exist between these elements in the CP 
and the genuinely revolutionary movement, 
which will be receptive toward them and 
will give them encouragement. Their task 
is to give critical and self-critical 
depth to this final period in the life of 
the PCV. 

Q. Then you think that there is no 
road to liberation for Venezuela but that 
of armed struggk? 

situation is absolutely clear. At the be- 
ginning of our movement, when we denounced 
the PCV's capitulation and its policy of 
liquidating the armed struggle, we point- 

A: For the FLN-FUN movement the 

ed out the objective conditions that had 
led us to decide to continue the course 
of revolutionary war as the only road for 
achieving the liberation of OUT country. 
Then we were a small group of cadres with 
some guerrilla nuclei in the mountains 
and cities. Today, we have developed a 
political-military movement of national 
scope with ties to broad sectors of the 
population. We have accumulated valuable 
experiences. We have fought hard battles 
against deviations of the left and right 
within our own movement and waged a mili- 
tary campaign, combining all forms of 
struggle within the general framework of 
one political-military strategy. 

toral victory is only a fortuitous inci- 
dent in the political development of our  
country that changes nothing in the ob- 
jectives of the liberation movement o r  
the strategy we have been formulating to 
achieve these objectives. The only road 
to the liberation of our country is that 
of revolutionary war; and revolutionary 
war is an uninterrupted process that will 
not be halted or diverted by the inciden- 
tal fact that the Yankee monopolies and 
the native oligarchy have carried out a 
changing of the guard. This development 
calls only for tactical adjustments. 

political target. We always maintained 
that the Christian Democracy, now the 
No. 1 political enemy to beat in the im- 
mediate future, was imperialism's stra- 
tegic reserve. 

Militarily the principal target is 
still the army, in particular the Cuerpos 
de Cazadores [Rangersl, and also the re- 
pressive police forces -- the SIFA and 
the DIGEPOL, as they choose to call it, 
providing it in this way with a cover. 

to build a powerful people's army and an 
alliance of classes -- a real Frente de 
Liberaci6n Nacional [National Liberation 
Frontl rallying all Marxist-Leninists 
participating in the liberation struggle 
in tightly disciplined nuclei. Reinforce- 
ment of the guerrilla columns and bases 
is the supreme task of the revolutionary 
movement. The tactical objective of our 
strug$le is the creation of a broad Frente 
Patriotic0 Antifascista [Antifascist Pa- 
triotic Frontl which would progressively 
become the organizational instrument of 
people's power. [Emphasis in original.] 

of the threats most widely rumored during 
and after the elections. Do you believe 
that a coupxay be imminent? 

A: Coups d'6tat are the reverse 
side of-"free elections" in our country. 
The moneyed classes resort to force to 
control the situation while they work out 

Thus the Christian Democrats' elec- 

Today COPE1 has become the tactical 

In the meantime, we are continuing 

Q: &possible coup d'6tat was one 
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how to overcome the danger to their con- 
tinued rule. We revolutionists are abso- 
lutely clear on the antipopular character 
of coups. And the sharpness which the con- 
tradictions among the different sectors 
of the ruling classes in Venezuela have 
acquired can touch one off. 

The very existence of a people's 
army is sufficient to make our class ene- 
mies stop and think. It gives them strong 
cause to consider the real danger of a 
violent struggle among their factions 
temporarily dislocating their power and 
thereby setting off a revolt by the popu- 
lar movement backed up by the armed in- 
strument which this movement has been 
constructing. 

instance we will have to face the war- 
making potential of imperialism. But for 
the time being the most immediate danger 
is the CVenezuelanl army. A regroupment 
of forces has begun within the army 
around the more specific interests of the 
military. It has shown a marked tendency 
to free itself from the influence of po- 
litical parties and act like an organized 
caste. In this sense, it can be said that 
the army has overcome the division in its 
ranks which was patent during the elec- 
toral farce and that it has emerged today 
as a coherent power which will make its 
weight felt to perfection in an alliance 
with the imperialist monopolies. 

against change. Only as a last resort, if 
COPE1 tries to violate its arrangements 
with imperialism, will it act "to restore 
order and democracy." Then, of course, it 
will have to deal directly with the FALN. 

It is clear to us that in the final 

It will be the best guarantee 

4: It is frequently repeated that 
there are serious ideological differences 
in the FLN-FUN. What truth is there in 
this? 

A: The FLN-FALN movement has under- 
gone a process of development marked by 
an acute ideological struggle. This has 
been a positive thing. It has led us to 
deepen the formulation and application of 
our line, to tighten up our ranks, and to 
defeat tendencies both of the left and 
right. 

some cadres and members splitting or be- 
ing expelled from the movement. Some 
right-wing, fundamentally opportunist, 
elements, who had long paralyzed the rev- 
olutionary energies of broad sectors of 
the movement, were expelled. These ele- 
ments came from the PCV and ended up in 
the swamp of electoral compromise, run- 
ning on parliamentary slates. 

dency in our armed nuclei which wanted to 
apply Debray's concepts to our reality in 

This process has been expressed in 

On the other hand, a leftist ten- 

a mechanical way ended by splitting from 
our ranks and forming a separate armed 
nuc 1 eus . 

Unlike the first group, these are 
revolutionary fighters who have differ- 
ences with us, not on questions of prin- 
ciple, but on how to conduct the war. 
With them we seek to strengthen our rela- 
tions, coordinate p lans ,  and together 
carry forward the tasks of the revolution. 
The differences which exist today will as- 
suredly be overcome in the heat of battle. 

O u r  ranks are more united than 
ever. The factional struggle has been over- 
come. And the two operational campaigns 
carried out this year give evidence that 
we are following the correct path, that 
we are winning ever greater support among 
the people and that our line is penetrat- 
ing more and more among the masses. W r  
commander in chief Douglas Bravo has been 
able to keep us moving in this direction 
which will certainly lead to the libera- 
tion of our people. 

Q Doyou have differences with 
the MIR [Movimiento de la Izquierda Revo- 
lucionario -- Movement of the Revolution- 
ary Left -- a revolutionary grouping of 
non-Communist origin]? What are these 
differences and do YOU think that they 
can be overcome? 

A: We do in fact have differences 
with the MIR but I am confident that they 
will be resolved very quickly. I am sure 
that then we will cease to be two differ- 
ent movements and will merge into one 
organization with a unified strategy and 
tactics and mified political-military 
leading bodies. I want to specify that 
these differences show up fundamentally 
at the tactical and operational level. 
They involve different approaches to the 
problem of how to conduct the war, in 
what zones, and what objectives to at- 
tack. 

In our view, the line of combined 
insurrection represents the creative ap- 
plication of Marxism to the concrete con- 
ditions of Venezuela after the Cuban rev- 
olution. [Emphasis in original.] It in- 
corporates what is specific in our his- 
torical, economic, and social reality and 
what in the Cuban experience, what general 
laws, are valid for the continent. The 
classical schema of prolonged war is not 
suited to our reality. Neither is the 
schema of a pure guerrilla f m ,  under- 
standing by this the narrow and mechani- 
cal interpretation that has been made of 
the extraordinary strategic visivn Che 
expressed in his theory of the guerrilla 
foco. 

We think the entire territory of 
the country must be a theater for waging 
war, especially the major strategic areas 
where the military, economic, and polit- 
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ical power of the enemy is concentrated. 
We must fight in the countryside, in the 
cities, and in the belts surrounding the 
cities. And we must maintain a front of 
ideological, political, and logistic work 
within the regular army. We think that 
fighting only in the countryside would be 
underestimating the importance of the re- 
serve of energy and resources which the 
cities offer and have traditionally of- 
fered to the revolutionary movement. We 
regard the repressive forces, traitors, 
imperialist agents, the army, and in par- 
ticular the mercenary Cuerpo de Cazadores 
as military targets wherever they are, in 
the city as well as in the country. 

Our recent experience has shown us 
that the Cazadores are more vulnerable to 
ambushes and commando attacks in the 
cities than in the countryside. Therefore, 
we must hit them in the cities and make 
them permanent targets. We believe that 
our entire organization must transform 
itself into a war machine encompassing 
and mastering the most varied forms of 
military-political struggle, a machine 
able to lead the people in their insurrec- 
tional struggle. Therefore, our structures 
must be highly centralized with vertical 
chains of command. We must give a new 
form to internal democracy, emphasizing 
that revolutionary practice is the most 
important element in the ideological and 
political training of cadres and mili- 
tants. 

I would like to point out, regard- 
ing your question, that we are engaged in 
a campaign to reach concrete accords with 
the MIR and all the armed groups. 

dispatch, datelined Paris,zported that 
another guerrilla group, "independent of 
Moscow, Peking, and Havana," is operating 

C& A recent Agence France-Presse 

in Venezuela. It is supposed to be called 
MONSAN and to be led by a former FALN com- 
mander, Lunar MArquez. What can you tell 
us about this? 

A: I know the dispatch you are re- 
ferring-to. What first called my attention 
to it was the noisy publicity all the big 
press and the imperialist news agencies 
gave this report. However, in view of the 
seriousness with which we must treat all 
questions involving the unity of the Vene- 
zuelan revolutionary movement, any opin- 
ion regarding this matter must be based 
on official knowledge of the document the 
dispatch claims Mbquez published. De- 
spite the contacts we maintain with mem- 
bers of this movement, we have received 
no official information. 

We noticed especially that this re- 
port was issued in Paris, and anonymously, 
in the name of fighters struggling in the 
mountains, who have given their quota of 
blood for liberation. The tone of this re- 
port, in which accusations traditionally 

made against us by reactionaries and re- 
visionists are joined with the names of 
accredited revolutionists, leads us to 
think that we may be faced with provoca- 
teurs who have infiltrated the revolu- 
tionary movement and that they will prob- 
ably be categorically condemned by the 
very people in whose name they claim to 
speak. It is inconceivable that revolu- 
tionists would have attacked those who 
have proved themselves zealous defenders 
of the Venezuelan liberation movement. 

Q What is your opinion of the 

A: The Cuban revolution is the 

Cuban revolution? 

vanguarx of the Latin-American revolution 
and a continual source of inspiration for 
all peoples struggling for their freedom 
and independence, not only in Latin her- 
ica but throughout the world. 

It is the firmest bulwark of the 
liberation struggles on this continent, 
their first liberated base. Thus, real 
coordination between this vanguard and 
the rest of the continent, in particular 
with the Venezuelan revolutionary move- 
ment because of our movement's front-line 
position, becomes indispensable. 

mulate a revolutionary strategy for the 
entire continent, to draw a balance sheet 
of the experiences accumulated by all the 
people in their victories and defeats, 
their advances and retreats. The process 
of ideological and political clarifica- 
tion which the traditional "revolution- 
ary" parties, especially the Communist 
parties, are going through, and the emer- 
gence of armed vanguards in several coun- 
tries make it possible that efforts to 
achieve strategic coordination can be 
fruitful. The continent-wide character 
of the revolution makes such coordination, 
which moreover is vital for the advance 
and consolidation of the liberation strug- 
gle in each one of our countries, an im- 
mediate necessity. 

It is essential, in cxr4er to for- 

Q: What is the position of the FLN- 
FALN toward Debray's conceptions? 

A :  On this question, let me quote 
you a passage our commander in chief Doug- 
las Bravo wrote in a letter dated Janu- 
ary 1, 1968. He wrote: "On these questions -- of the party and the front -- I do not 
accept Debray's propositions. I consider 
his book to be of great importance and -- 
in general terms -- it is a contribution 
to this epoch of great transformations in 
Latin America. But we cannot cover up his 
errors, which if applied would lead to 
more defeats for the people's movement in 
Latin America. I know Debray personally 
and I think he will soon rectify his er- 
rors. " 

You are familiar with Debray's 
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thesis on the policy of seeking allies, 
that is, forming a national liberation 
front, and also his theses on the Marxist- 
Leninist party, the struggle in the 
cities, and his characterization of urban 
guerrillas as "bourgeois. I t  * 

all our policy and revolutionary action 
by this principle, that after the Cuban 
revolution the essential prerequisite for 
achieving victory is to draw all sectors 
of the population which have an objective 
interest in liberation, together with the 
Marxist-Leninists participating in the 
struggle, into an organizational strut- 

We maintain, and we have guided 

~ _ _ _  

* Debray maintains in his book Revolution 
in the Revolution? that "the weaker the 
revolutionary nucleus the more it must 
mistrust alliances.. . "A national front, 
heterogeneous by nature, is the scene of 
political wrangling, debates, endless de- 
liberations, and temporary compromises ..." 
When the guerrillas are strong enough, 
however, they can set up a front. 

amine the pernicious role of Stalinism in 
shaping the existing Communist parties in 
Latin America. He takes up the cudgels 
against what he presents as the "orthodox" 
concept of the party. In opposition to 
this, Debray argues that the whole theory 
of the party must be reevaluated. "The 
vanguard party can exist in the form of 
the guerrilla foco itself , I t  he contends. 
"The guerrilla force is the party in em- 
bryo. (' 

Debray considers the cities to be 
deadly traps rather than centers of enor- 
mous revolutionary potential that can be 
developed by a revolutionary combat party 
with the correct strategy and tactics. 
The bourgeoisie, in his opinion, enjoy 
such crushing military superiority in the 
cities as to make them virtually invulner- 
able. All the guerrillas can do there at 
best is wait for the final stages of the 
struggle in the countryside when certain 
contingents can possibly play a diversion- 
ary role. 

In addition, the cities are hot- 
beds of moral corruption in which revolu- 
tionists cannot be expected to maintain 
their revolutionary integrity. "...any 
man, even a comrade, who spends his life 
in a city is unwittingly bourgeois in com- 
parison with a guerrillero." There is no 
recourse but to leave, and undergo the 
baptism by fire of guerrilla war in the 
countryside. " A s  we how, the mountain 
proletarianizes the bourgeois and peasant 
elements, and the city can bourgeoisify 
the proletarians." For those who are too 
old, or too weak physically, to withstand 
the rigors of guerrilla war in the moun- 
tains, there is little hope, as Debray 
sees it. -- I.p. 

On the party, Debray fails to ex- 

ture. [Emphasis in the original.] Whether 
this organization is called a party, nu- 
cleus, or movement, it must set its class 
imprint on the liberation movement, guar- 
anteeing its subsequent development to 
socialism. And this process must unfold 
during the struggle, not after the vic- 
tory. 

ditions of our country, that part of the 
guerrilla army must be located in the 
cities and areas around the cities because 
the enemy's strategic targets and concen- 
trations are unreachable from the moun- 
t ains . 

Of course, the mountains are the 
zones of concentration and development 
for the principal nuclei of the People's 
Army, and it is there that the spine of 
the enemy army must be broken and the' 
embryos of people's power created. We are 
convinced that life has proved us right. 
We think that as Debray carries his anal- 
ysis further he will reach the same con- 
clusions. 

We also hold, in the concrete con- 

A :  It is interesting to note the 
silenceof the Conse jo Supremo Electoral 
[National Board of Elections1 about the 
extent of blank ballots and abstentions. 
None of the official reports published up 
to now has said anything about this. We 
raised the slogan of "Militant Abstention" 
and conducted a whole campaign to expose 
the fraudulent character of the elections. 

We think that this campaign made 
an impact among the popular sectors both 
in the cities and in the countryside. I 
promise you a complete analysis when we 
have more data and opinions. Today I 
would like to point out what Hugo Briceiio 
Salas, a spokesman for COPEI, said about 
the elections in a district of the state 
of Barinas, the Pedraza district. Of 
16,000 registered voters in that district, 
4,000 did not vote and there were 400 
blank ballots. 

That is an appreciable number of 
abstentions and it should be noted that 
the authorities and the parties are capa- 
ble of a great deal of intimidation in the 
countryside because the social structure 
in our rural areas enables the big land- 
owners to exercise almost absolute con- 
trol over the peasants. If 4,000 out of 
16,000 abstained in Pedraza, we can de- 
duce that the percentage of abstentions 
nationwide fluctuated between 15 and 20 
percent. This is a high percentage if you 
take into consideration that voting is 
compulsory and that a whole campaign of 
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intimidation was mounted preceding the 
elections. 

% What do you think about the 
large vote won by the former dictator 
Perez Jimhnez? 

A: The reformist and pseudorevolu- 
tionary-elements have interpreted this in 
varying ways. Their explanations range 
from blaming the people for the support 
they give the ex-dictator to such puerile 
explanations as the claim that the voters 
got confused because Perez Jim6nez's move- 
ment, the Cruzada Civica Nacionalista "a- 
tionalist Civic Crusade1 used a ballot 
colored red, a color which the Communist 
party shamefully dropped, that they real- 
ly wanted to vote for the CP slates and 
not f o r  the ex-dictator's. 

For us revolutionists, these ex- 
planations are idiotic. We think that the 
underlying cause of the high vote in fa- 
vor of Perez Jim6nez was rooted primarily 
in the frustration the masses felt with 
regard to representative democracy as a 
means for solving their problems. 

the failure of the revolutionary movement 
to carry out the profound transformations 
which the country was ripe for when the 
dictatorship was overthrown. There is no 
question but that broad sectors of the 
masses have suffered a tremendous disil- 
lusionment with the ten years of "democ- 
racy" we have experienced with Acci6n 
DemocrAtica in power. 

Our country's problems have in- 
creased, its subordination to the imperi- 
alist monopolies has deepened, and the 
repression has gotten a hundred, a thou- 
sand times worse than it was under Perez 
Jim6nez. And I am not exaggerating. You 
can count those whom Perez Jim6nez killed 
on your fingers. Betancourt and Leoni 
killed thousands, and not only in the rev- 
olutionary camp but among the reformists 
and even in parties like COPEI, Acci6n 
Democr6tica itself, and the URD CUni6n 
DemocrAtica Republicana -- Democratic Re- 
publican Union]. 

The fate of political prisoners in 
our country is certain death, if they are 
revolutionists, if they are guerrilla 
fighters, if they have been sincere and 
consistent in defending the interests of 
the people. P6rez Jimenez stopped short 
of this. Only well-known leaders who fell 
into his hands were murdered. I am not 
whitewashing the pernicious P6rez Jimknez 
dictatorship, but in strict historical 
truth we must point out that AD'S democ- 
racy is more murderous, that R6mulo Betan- 
court and Ra6l Leoni's democracy has been 
morf! murderous than the tyranny of Perez 
Jimenez was. 

At the base of this vote also was 

8: The international news agencies 

have stressed how "peacefully" the presi- 
dential election proceeded. Does this p&- 
ture reveal inactivity on the part of the 
revolutionary movement? 

you to note the operational campaign 
which the FALN carried out in the midst 
of the electoral farce. As we can see 
from the copy of the FALN's national or- 
gan, El Combatiente, which I have just 
given you, an intensive two-stage cam- 
paign was waged this year. The first stage 
came early in the year between February 
and March, and the other between June and 
December, reaching its peak in the latter 
month. More than twenty military opera- 
tions were carried out, both in the moun- 
tains and the cities, which cost the enemy 
high casualties. 

The Jose Antonio Phez, Jose Leo- 
nardo Chirinos, and Sim6n Bolivar guer- 
rilla columns made several ambushes which 
are described in the war communiqu&s I 
attached, and some of them were reported 
in the press. The latest ambush by the 
Jose  Leonard0 Chirinos column was reported, 
f o r  example. There was an action in the 
Las Trincheras zone, on the most important 
overland traffic artery in the country, 
the road that links Caracas with Puerto 
Cabello. There were a l s o  ambushes in 
Caracas against the military forces, full- 
scale battles, in which units of the FALN, 
the people's militias, and broad sectors 
of the masses participated. 

Many of these actions were reported 
in the press, others were not. Our means 
of getting out information are very limit- 
ed; the enemy's means of suppressing and 
distorting news about us is unlimited. For 
example, in Caracas last week and in the 
week after the elections, we carried out 
nine military operations. Five grenades 
were thrown at police and army vehicles. 
Two ambushes were carried out resulting 
in enemy casualties. A whole series of 
agitational actions were carried out -- 
six vehicles were burned and a mobiliza- 
tion was organized in the poor districts 
headed by the FALN. Today, for example, 
a report appeared in El Universal on an 
ambush last night in Dos Cerritos in the 
San Jose parish, but at the same time 
this story included a very brief summary 
of all the operations this week. It noted 
that police vehicles and DIGEPOL and army 
patrols were fired on every day this week 
in different neighborhoods in Caracas. 

A recent operation which the press 
played up was the attempt -- because the 
operation failed -- to blow up the gas 
line feeding the Arrecife thermoelectric 
plant which supplies electricity to a 
large part of Caracas. Unfortunately, the 
mechanism failed and the bomb did not go 
off. It is also worth noting the fire at 
Sears Roebuck in San Martin, which was 
quickly brought under control. And the 

A: That is not true. I would like 
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day before yesterday the Jos6 A. P&ez col- 
umn, which operates in the southern 
plains in Apure, made an ambush resulting 
in two casualties for the enemy and the 
capture of arms, which was reported in 
the press. 

squad of Cazadores guarding a ballot box 
in the working-class district of 23 de 
Enero, which cost the enemy two casual- 
ties; the machine-gunning of the offices 
of the Consejo Electoral [Board of Elec- 
tions] in Maracay; the harassing actions 
against the DIGEPOL headquarters in Valen- 
cia and the military base in Palo Negro. 

the masses taking part in the voting inas- 
much as we were convinced that such mea- 
sures would be counterproductive. Intimi- 
dation and physical liquidation of voters 
would be an incorrect basis for trying to 
convince the people of the uselessness of 
voting. Our line on this question is based 
on a process of persuasion in which bat- 
tles will progressively create conscious- 
ness in the masses until the road of rev- 
olutionary warfare is impressed on the 
minds of the people as the sure road to 
the liberation of our country. 

Other actions were the attack on a 

We did not mount actions against 

olutionary movement? 

A: We knew that an international 
provocation, either against Cuba or Gu- 
yana, was contemplated in the so-called 
"Plan Repfiblica DOS" which the army drew 
up for the elections. The High Command's 
plans included capturing a Cuban boat 
sailing near Venezuelan territorial waters 
or a simulated bombing of an important 
city as a pretext for a public accusation 
against the Cuban revolution. 

boat Alecrin was fishing international 
waters near the island of Las Aves, as 
the press reported. That is not difficult 
to prove. You can go to the documentary 
sources of the Military High Command 
itself. Let them reveal what was contained 
in the report of the officers who directed 
the capture of the Alecrin. 

General Command of the navy and the Mili- 
tary High Command rejected the report 
drawn up by the officers of the destroyer 
and the patrol launch which attacked and 
captured the Alecrin because it specified 
that the boat was not in our country's 
territorial waters. 

The former is what occurred. The 

It leaked to the press that the 

This report was rejected and in 
its place the High Command drew up another 
one which many of the officers on the at- 
tacking ships refused to sign, creating 
an internal problem of some gravity in the 
navy. The officers' version flatly contra- 

dicts the claims made by the puppet Leoni 
and the High Command that the boat was 
carrying supplies or men for the Venezue- 
lan guerrillas. 

against the Cuban revolution by the Vene- 
zuelan oligarchy by carrying out three 
operations which we called successively 
"Operation Alecrh 1, 2 ,  and 3.  " 

We replied to this provocation 

The first was an ambush by the 
Rider Colina detachment of the Jose Leo- 
nardo Chirinos column under the command 
of Hilario Navarro. This detachment am- 
bushed some Cazadores on November 27 in 
a place called La Caridad near the Cabure 
Counterinsurgency Command in the state of. 
Falc 6n. 

The Jos6 Antonio P&ez column led 
by Captain Antonio Zamora was responsible 
for Operation Alecrh 2 .  This operation 
consisted of taking the town of San Vi- 
cente, destroying the communications and 
arms in the town, and holding a mass meet- 
ing there. 

Operation Alecrh 3 was an attack 
on the guard posts in the town of Trin- 
cheras by the Simhn Bolivar c o l y  under 
the command of Captain Freddy Carquez. It 
resulted in two casualties for the enemy 
and the capture of arms. 

This was the revolutionary forces' 
answer to the provocation from Yankee im- 
perialism and the Leoni government. 

This response, furthermore, said 
that the bonds of friendship between the 
peoples of Cuba and Venezuela will never 
be weakened by such actions, that our 
historical interests are identical, and 
that we will march together to the total 
liberation of the continent. 

Q. Comandante Prada, do you have 
=thing to say to the psple of Chile? 

A: I take this opportunity to 
greet tKe revolutionary forces of our  sis- 
ter people of Chile and to declare to them 
that the experiences accumulated by the 
revolutionary movement of Venezuela are at 
their disposal when the time comes for 
them to take up arms to confront the Chi- 
lean oligarchy. 

I want to tell them that there are 
Chilean fighters in our ranks, in the 
mountains of our country, who have come 
to exchange experiences, to teach us some 
things and learn others. 

haps that will be soon, we will send them 
graphic material so that they can get to 
know the people who are fighting with us. 

When the right time comes, and per- 
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THE AKK3STS CONTI?XKE I N  MEXICO 

By Ricardo Ochoa 

Mexico City 

The Diaz  Ordaz government i s  keep- 

I n  the January 22 issue of Siempre, 

ing up i t s  witch-hunt. 

Albert0 Doming0 writes: " In  the wake of 
the  turbulent year of 1968 -- t o  mention 
only the cases reported i n  this magazine 
-- the  youth J o s 6  Guadalupe Mayorga w a s  
arrested i n  Ciudad Mante, i n  the s t a t e  of 
Tamaulipas, and the youth Moises Pacheco 
GonzAlez met the same f a t e  i n  Oaxaca City. 
L a s t  Friday, January 3 ,  the  youth Rodolfo 
Echeverria vanished whi le  he was v i s i t i n g  
imprisoned fr iends i n  the Lecumberri Pre- 
ventive Jai l  r igh t  here i n  Mexico City. 
H i s  whereabouts became known only f i v e  
days l a t e r .  He had been imprisoned with 
several  other students -- two of them wom- 
en -- under accusation o f  being leaders of 
the 1968 student movement and of having 
committed grave new crimes." 

The students imprisoned with Eche- 
v e r r i a ,  a l l  of them f rom the University 
of Mexico, were: Roberta Avendaiio M a r t i -  
nez, Ana Ignacia R d r e z ,  Salvador Diaz 
Villegas, and Antonio P6rez Shchez.  

On January 16 Professor Fausto Tre- 
j o  w a s  placed under formal accusation. H i s  
l i s t  of alleged crimes i s  impressive, in- 
cluding rebel l ion,  conspiracy, sedi t ion,  
malicious mischief, blocking the public 
s t r e e t s ,  robbery, looting, stockpiling 
arms, murdering and injur ing representa- 
t i v e s  of the l a w .  

To believe the attorney general ' s  
off ice ,  there  i s  a good deal of evidence 
against him, a l l  extracted from statements 
wrung from important leaders of the old 
Consejo Nacional de Huelga CCNH -- Nation- 
a l  Str ike Council] such as Gilbert0 Gue- 
vara Niebla, who w a s  arrested during the 
massacre i n  Tlatelolco on October 2; Luis 
Oscar Gonzhlez de Alba; Professor E l i  de 
Gortari ;  and others. 

r e a l  "crime" i s  t h a t  he w a s  one of the 
most prominent leaders of the Coalici6n 
Pro Libertades Democrhticas de 10s Maes- 
t r o s  de EnseEanza Media y Superior [High 
School and University Teachers Coalition 
f o r  Democratic Freedoms]. 

which the Diaz Ordaz regime has sunk i s  
the case of the archi tect  Salom6n de 
Swann, who w a s  arrested September 18, the 
day the army occupied the University of 
Mexico. 

On December 29 the  police took h i m  

Of course, Professor Fausto Trejo's  

A good example o f  the  depths t o  

out of pr i son ,  hauled him t o  the a i rpor t  

and put h i m  on a plane f o r  Chile. They 
refused t o  l e t  h i m  c a l l  h i s  wife o r  any 
of his friends.  They even refused t o  l e t  
h i m  change out of his prison uniform. 

The police had ruled tha t  he w a s  an 
"alien" because he happened t o  be born i n  
Chile, although his parents had brought 
him t o  Mexico as a child.  

To place him under a cloud upon 
h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Santiago, a slanderous ar- 
t i c l e  about h i s  alleged internat ional  con- 
nections w a s  published before he w a s  de- 
ported. According t o  t h i s  item i n  the 
December 8 issue of Novedades, Salom6n de 
Swann i s  something other than an archi tect .  
He i s  allegedly "an agent of the  Soviet 
RGB [Xomi t e t  Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnos ti 
p r i  Sovete Ministrov -- Committee on S ta te  
Security Under the Council of Ministers -- 
the Soviet intel l igence service],  the l ink  
between the Mexican student leaders and 
the 'May Revolution' radical  group i n  
Paris. I' 

A l s o ,  with f i n e  disregard f o r  the 
most elementary p o l i t i c a l  logic ,  he i s  ac- 
cused of being a "Castroite" agent, since 
he v i s i t e d  Cuba several times. 

The t r u t h  i s  tha t  he made one v i s i t  
t o  Cuba, going as a scenarist  with a Mexi- 
can company par t ic ipat ing i n  a Latin- 
American t h e a t r i c a l  contest. 

According t o  the a r t ic le ,he  w a s  ar- 
res ted while haranguing leaders of the CNH 
a t  the University of Mexico. I n  r e a l i t y  he 
w a s  arrested i n  h i s  home i n  the presence 
of his wife and other re la t ives  by agents 
of the Direcci6n Federal de Seguridad 
[Federal Security Administration]. 

t o  begin l i f e  again i n  a strange country, 
the country "of h i s  b i r t h , "  as the Diaz 
Ordaz regime sees it. 

Human r igh ts  are violated i n  other 
ways. The president o f  the  PEN Club o f  
Mexico, the poet Marco Antonio Montes de 
Oca, referred t o  a case i n  a press release 
January 9: 

protests  the unjust and insul t ing search 
t o  which Maria Teresa Retes de Revueltas 
w a s  subjected yesterday a t  Lecumberri 
Prison. We cannot ascertain whether this 
shameful incident w a s  premeditated i n  an 
attempt t o  intimidate Revueltas CJos6 Re- 
vueltas,  a prominent Mexican i n t e l l e c t u a l  
imprisoned on the accusation of being the 
" in te l lec tua l  leader" of the student move- 
ment]. In  a l e t t e r  dated November 19, 1968, 
members of our organization appealed t o  

Today de Swann finds himself forced 

"The PEN Club of Mexico vigorously 
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JOSE REWELTAS 

the president of the republic t o  extend 
j u s t  and humane treatment t o  this i l l u s -  
t r ious  novelist .  

"Up t o  now t h i s  respectful request 
has been only half  f u l f i l l e d .  I n  addition 
t o  his c e l l  being searched, he has not 
been allowed t o  have the books he needs, 
and, s t i l l  graver, three chapters of h i s  
new novel have been confiscated. 

"We honestly believe that t h i s  i s  
no proper treatment f o r  a person who has 
won such respect among the wri ters  of the 
en t i re  world. I' 

A l l  these crimes and provocations 
are s t i r r i n g  up the students. Since Janu- 
ary 13, the University of Mexico and the 
Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e  have begun t o  re- 
gain t h e i r  old look. 

The students are engaging i n  new 
assemblies, new marches, new actions. 
There i s  t a l k  of another big s t r ike .  

Some of the C o m i t e s  de Lucha [Strug- 
gle  Committees] have come t o  l i f e .  Others 
have re-formed and are preparing f o r  a new 
offensive. 

Moreover, we have seen something 
that would have appeared strange a year 
ago i n  the student movement. The College 
of Engineering has taken the lead. 

a s t r i k e  t h a t  m a y  turn out t o  be the f i r s t  
i n  a new ser ies .  

On January 15, this college staged 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES, JOSk REWELTAS DECLARES 

J o s e  Revueltas, the well-known nov- 
e l i s t  held i n  Lecmberri prison by the 
Diaz Ordaz regime as the alleged " in te l -  
l ec tua l  leader" of the Mexican student re- 
v o l t ,  cal led January 30 f o r  the formation 
of "a new revolutionary s o c i a l i s t  party." 

T h i s  has become necessary, Revuel- 
tas sa id ,  because of the incapacity of 
a l l  the t r a d i t i o n a l  l e f t  groups i n  Mexico, 
including the Communist party,  t o  "trans- 
form a world where i t  i s  no longer possi- 
b le  t o  breathe o r  t o  love." 

Revueltas assai led the established 
reformist l e f t  f o r  opposing the  revolu- 
t ionary student and people's movement tha t  
has appeared i n  Mexico since last July: 
"These par t ies  have not been able o r  even 
wil l ing t o  understand this movement, They 
have l imited themselves t o  slandering it." 

The r e a l  beauty of the  emerging 

revolutionary movement, Revueltas said, 
l i e s  i n  i t s  fundamental opposition t o  the 
existing society:  "We are against every- 
thing because we are against the very ex- 
istence of these ins t i tu t ions .  

"For example, we are opposed t o  
the police not because they beat us  and 
tor ture  us but because by t h e i r  very na- 
tu re  they must beat and tor ture  people." 

The end of the student s t r i k e  does 
not mean the end of the tempestuous move- 
ment which began last  summer, Revueltas 
said.  "The struggle continues.. . ' I  It must 
only "be conceived i n  different  forms. 

The students should not regard the 
return t o  c lasses  as a surrender, he said,  
but must convert i t  in to  a revolutionary 
action. "The return t o  the university 
must be regarded as a revolutionary occu- 
pation l i k e  the occupation of the Renault 
plant [ i n  France] by the workers i n  M a y . "  
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JOMO KEXIYATTA'S POLICE EVICT 1,800 NAIROBI UNIVERSI'I'Y S'ITJDEXVTS 

When students at  the Nairobi Uni- 
vers i ty  College learned January 24 that  
the authorit ies had canceled a campus 
meeting at  which Jaramogi Oginga Odinga, 
the main leader of the pol i t i ca l  opposi- 
t i o n  i n  Kenya, had been scheduled t o  
speak, they decided t o  boycott a l l  lec- 
tures u n t i l  Minister f o r  Education D r .  
Kiano agreed t o  meet with a delegation 
t o  "clarify" the government's "interfer-  
ence i n  university affairs. 

they were supporting academic freedom. 
"We do not demonstrate because we l ike 
M r .  Odinga, o r  because we are  K R J  [Kenya 
People's Union1,but because we f e e l  we 
have the r ight  t o  form OUT own individual 
opinions, said President A w o r i  of the 
Students Union. 

The students to ld  the press that 

The government ordered the stu- 
dents t o  return t o  classes. When they de- 
f i ed  the order, President Jomo Kenyatta 
himself intervened, issuing an order clos- 
ing down the university indefinitely.  

More than 200 r i o t  police armed 
with batons, shields, and tear-gas gre- 
nades, and supported by members of the 
General Service U n i t  armed with r i f l e s ,  
moved immediately onto the campus. 

When students res is ted being hus- 
t l e d  out of t he i r  res ident ia l  ha l l s ,  the 
police used force, seriously wounding 
one student. 

Some 1,800 students were evicted, 
including hundreds of foreign students. 
Many of them had no money f o r  t rave l  and 
nowhere t o  stay. Students from Zambia, 
Malawi, Mauritius, South Africa, Rhodesia, 
and the United States said they were now 
refugees. "Many of us w i l l  be arrested 
f o r  vagrancy, a student from New York 
said. 

The University Students Union of 
D a r  es Salaam appealed t o  the Kenya Min- 
i s t r y  of Education January 28 t o  revoke 
i t s  order closing down the University 
College i n  Nairobi and reinstate  the 
students, f o r  the blow t o  t he i r  education 
would " f a l l  mercilessly on the peasants 
and workers of Africa. I t  

The executive of the union said i n  
a statement: "We have a strong feeling 
that  t h i s  i s  a case of denial of academic 
freedom f o r  which every university as- 
pires. We do not  think that  university 

students, especially i n  Africa, can be di-  
vorced from pol i t ics .  It remains a fac t  
that  they are the leaders of tomorrow." 

The statement stressed that  what 
w a s  wrong i n  the situation w a s  t o  deny 
the students the opportunity t o  hear 
Oginga Odinga. "We would not l ike t o  be 
misunderstood as taking sides i n  Kenya 
pol i t ics ,  but what we would l ike t o  make 
amply clear  i s  tha t  it is  wrong of any 
person t o  arrest  the search fo r  t ru th  
which is  the only just i f icat ion fo r  a 
university. 

announced January 28 that  individual le t -  
t e r s  would be sent t o  a l l  the students 
specifying the conditions under which 
they would be readmitted. These included 
recognition of the government's preroga- 
t ive  i n  deciding who should o r  should not 
be invited t o  speak on the campus. 

Kenyatta' s minister of education 

Many students were already on the i r  
w a y  back t o  t he i r  homes i n  Kenya, Uganda, 
and Tanzania.  &bassies were providing 
t ickets  f o r  some of the foreign students. 

I n  Kampala, Uganda, January 30, 
some 2,000 students a t  the Makerere U n i -  
vers i ty  College stayed away from classes 
i n  a demonstration of sympathy with the 
students of Nairobi University College. 

They ignored the pleas of t he i r  
principal, Yusufu Lule t o  return t o  
classes. Instead they staged a demonstra- 
t ion and closed down the l ibrary building. 

Police stood by but did not inter-  

In  D a r  es Salaam, members of the 

vene,and no violence was reported. 

African Revolutionary Front were said t o  
be preparing t o  demonstrate a t  the D a r  
es Salaam University. They invited Oginga 
Odinga t o  give a lecture there on the 
struggle against imperialism. He accepted 
the invitation. 

Students throughout East Africa ap- 
pear t o  have been aroused by Jomo Kenyat- 
t a t s  arrogant and brutal  violations of 
academic freedom i n  Kenya. Their readi- 
ness t o  engage i n  solidarity demonstra- 
t ions,  as shown i n  Uganda and Tanzania, 
reveals a mood among the youth that i s  
not l ikely t o  be extinguished by such re- 
pr isals  as closing down the schools. 

I N D O ~ I A N  ARMY CLAIMS CAPTURE OF 170 WOMMUNIST GUERRILLASI~ 

Troops of the Suharto dictatorship, than 170 "Communists" i n  major operations 
operating i n  Sumatra and Borneo, claimed against guerri l las.  The exact ident i ty  of 
January 31 that  they had rounded up more the victims, however, remained obscure. 
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S'IWDENTS AT LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS WIN WIDE SUPPORT 

More than 1,500 students of the 
London School of Economics CISEI, half of 
the t o t a l  enrollment, met off campus Feb- 
ruary 3 and voted overwhelmingly t o  en- 
dorse a militant l i s t  of demands t o  be 
presented i n  negotiations with the LSE 
administration. The school has been 
closed by authorit ies since students re- 
moved a number of s t ee l  "security" gates 
January 24. The gates had been instal led 
following the student occupation of the 
LSE during the massive October 27 antiwar 
demonstration l a s t  year. 

The LSE administration and the La- 
bour government have sought t o  make exam- 
ples of student leaders i n  this case. 

The night the gates were removed, 
police were called onto the campus and 
students at  a social  were forced t o  walk 
through a cordon where a number of them 
were fingered by administration o f f i c i a l s  
and professors. Twenty-five persons, most- 
l y  students, are scheduled t o  be t r i ed  
February 18 on a variety of charges aris- 
ing from this incident. 

The government made an unusual in- 
tervention January 29 when Edward Short, 
Minister of Education and Science, de- 
nounced the students as "thugs" and hint- 
ed that  local authorit ies should deprive 
student leaders of government grants. 

The LSE has remained under heavy 
police guard, and numerous student marches 
have been refused entrance t o  the campus. 
The administration has obtained a court 
w r i t  claiming damages f o r  "conspiracy" 
against thir teen people said t o  have been 
present on January 24. 

thing was a deliberate provocation on the 
part of the administration, especially 
Director Walter Adams. The gates were put 
up without the consent of e i ther  the stu- 
dent body o r  the faculty. Adams publicly 
apologized t o  the faculty f o r  having had 
the gates instal led,  bct refused t o  re- 
move them. His aim, the students say, w a s  
t o  have the campus cleared by police t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  the expulsion of a preselected 
l i s t  of campus radicals. 

"The victimizations prove this, I' 
one student leaf le t  declared. "The absurd 
charges l ike giving a speech a t  a Union 
meeting, being seen carrying a gate out 
of the school, revealing the confidence 
of a professor, being present i n  the Se- 
nior Common Room, are not worth massive 
injunctions. It i s  clear  that  the authori- 
t i e s  drew up a list of the students that  
they wanted t o  expel and then searched 
f o r  reasons t o  charge them." 

Students i n s i s t  that  the whole 

The demands adopted by the Febru- 

ary 3 meeti of the LSE Students' Union 
included, (3 no victimization of s t a f f ,  
students o r  workers; (2) an end t o  "staff  
informing"; and (3) reopening of the 
school "without gates o r  policemen. 

l i e  t o  the accusation raised by Minister 
Short that  the demonstrators represented 
only a "t iny ce l l "  of militants. Short 
noted that only 300 of the ME'S 3,000 
students took part i n  removing the gates. 
These, he said, were inspired by a hard 
core of only th i r ty ,  four of whom were 
"Americans. By February 3 the t h i r t y  
had grown t o  more than 1,500. 

Following the meeting, the LSE stu- 
dents, joined by several hundred othms 
from campuses throughout Great Britain,  
marched t o  the Ministry of Education 
shouting, "Short Out ! "Export Short ! 
and "Free, Free, LSE, Take It From the 
Bourgeoisie ! 

t o  demonstrate i n  front of the South Afri- 
can and French tour i s t  offices. A t  the 
l a t t e r  they shouted, "De  Gaulle, Assas- 
sin!" Students have charged that  members 
of the LSE's Board of Governors a r e  close- 
l y  t i ed  t o  corporations doing business i n  
South Africa and Rhodesia; that  research 
projects a r e  undertaken fo r  the benefit 
of these companies; and that  LSE funds 
are invested i n  the apartheid economies 
of the white r ac i s t  regimes of southern 
Africa. 

The s ize  of the meeting gave the 

The marchers stopped on the i r  way 

The demonstrators stopped i n  front 
of the LSE building and t r i ed  t o  enter 
the campus. A l ine of police four deep 
barred the entrance and mounted cops 
forced a detour. The students then marched 
down Fleet Street ,  where many London news- 
papers have the i r  offices. The papers 
locked the i r  doors  as the marchers went 
by. The march ended with a r a l ly  i n  a 
public square. 

The papers have carried a campaign 
against the LSE students. The January 29 
Guardian featured a c a l l  by one education 
o f f i c i a l  fo r  wholesale expulsions: 

blemakers even i f  t h i s  meant as many as 
1,000 students being sent down a t  once,' 
S i r  W i l l i a m  Alexander, secretary of the 
Association of Education Committees, said 
yesterday. 'I 

Relatively s m a l l  meetings of "mod- 
erate" students have been widely reported. 
These groups have passed motions condemn- 
ing the removal of the LSE gates. It i s  
notable, however, that  i n  almost every 
case the motions included a demand f o r  
permanent removal of the gates by the ad- 

"'Universities should dismiss trou- 



mini strati on. 

The Guardian reported January 29: 
"The National Union of Students has warned 
students at other universities and col- 
leges not to take sides in the dispute at 
the London School of Economics." 

Christian Science Monitor, Florence Mouck- 
ley, expanded on this theme in the Febru- 
ary 1 issue for the benefit of the Ameri- 
can audience: 

"A counterrevolution against mili- 
tant university students is being mounted 
in Britain. The government, university 
authorities, and moderate students all 
have had their patience stretched thin by 
the violence Csicl perpetrated on the 
night of Jan. 24 by student agitators at 
the London School of Economics." 

The London correspondent of the 

It cannot be denied that the gov- 
ernment and the LSE administration have 
done their best to stir up a "counterrev- 
olution. 'I But there are few indications 
that they have succeeded in convincing the 
mass of British students. 

dents 
Union 
"LSE i 

On January 27 about 250 LSE stu- 
occupied the University of London 
building, where they set up the 
.n exile. ' I  Though the occupation was 

maintained for only a day as a demonstra- 
tive gesture, it was notable that a large 
number of students from other colleges 
voted to continue the occupation. 

Solidarity resolutions and actions 
were initiated at colleges throughout the 
country. More than 200 students staged a 
twenty-four-hour sit-in in the library at 
the University of Warwick January 27. 

The January 28 Guardian reported, 
"At other universities emergency meetings 
were summoned -- mostly by Socialist so- 
cieties, including the Revolutionary So- 
cialist Students' Federation -- at which 
motions were passed condemning Dr Walter 
Adams, director of LSE, for closing the 

school....there is no doubt large numbers 
of students are perturbed at the closure 
of LSE, whatever their views about the 
way students removed the gates that the 
ISE authorities put up." 

About 200 students at the Regent 
Street Polytechnic in London passed a res- 
olution of solidarity. At Sussex the stu- 
dents union sent a telegram to Dr. Adams 
January 27 calling for the reopening of 
the ISE. More than 250 students at a meet- 
ing at Sussex passed a resolution demand- 
ing that their vice-chancellor publicly 
condemn Dr. Adams. Similar motions were 
passed at York and Dunham. Leicester stu- 
dents condemned Adams' action. 

Petitions have also been circulated 
in support of the LSE students at Essex 
and Lancaster. At Cambridge on January 27 
students carried away the gates from 
King's College and Caius College. 

LSE students said resolutions of support 
had been passed at twenty colleges and 
universities; demonstrations had been 
held at thirteen; while another eight had 
been occupied as a gesture of solidarity. 

The Guardian, in reporting the hos- 
tile stand tdken by the National Union of 
Students, admitted that the NUS would have 
a hard time persuading its constituents 
to accept its "neutral" position. 

Guardian said,  "will spend next week go- 
ing round the universities to try to coun- 
teract the impact made by LSE militants 
who toured at least 20 universities last 
week putting their point of view. As a 
result, emergency union debates have ended 
with the students voting in sympathy with 
LSE students . ' I  

Leaflets distributed February 3 by 

"NUS officials," the January 29 

The Guardian indicated that the re- 
sponse was not limited to students: "Mes- 
sages of support for ISE students have al- 
so come from London factories and build- 
ing sites." 

WITNESS ADMONISHES JUDGE IN TRIAL OF POLISH STUDENTS 

The latest in the series of trials 
of students accused of "instigating" the 
March 1968 demonstrations and sit-ins in 
Poland took an unusual turn February 3 .  
The court called Le Monde's Warsaw corre- 
spondent Bernard Margueritte to testify 
on his talking with Adam Michnik and Hen- 
rik Szlajfer, two of the four young dissi- 
dents behg tried. (The oth$r two are Bar- 
bara Torunczyk and Wiktor Gorecki.) 

all the information he had gathered was 
in his articles which were available to 
everyone. He refused to answer questions 

Margueritte told the court that 

about whom he had spoken to, citing his 
right to protect his sources. 

ished the presiding judge for his attempt 
to prosecute Polish citizens for talking 
to Western journalists. "I also drew his 
attention to the importance of the ver- 
dict he would hand down and which would 
constitute a precedent. The question 
which is posed in fact is this: Can a 
Western journalist meet with a Polish 
friend without the latter finding himself 
accused before a tribunal on this ac- 
count ? 

The French correspondent admon- 
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MAOIST "EXTREMISTS" DEFEATED AT PRO-CHINESE CP CONGRESS IN INDIA 

Bombay 

"The Ernakulam Congress of the Com- 
munist Party (Marxist) has been a very 
delicate but deft operation on the part 
of the party leaders. The congress took 
place in the midst of much publicised 
forebodings about a further split in the 
party, jockeying for leadership and the 
impossibility of establishing a program- 
matic-ideological platform for the par- 
ty's unity and cohesion. That the pres- 
sures within the party and in its periph- 
ery were quite formidable were self- 
evident considering the recent activities 
of extremists in ICerala which were an 
open challenge to the Marxist party's po- 
litical as well as organisational posi- 
tions. " 

This is how the weekly Link of Del- 
hi (January 5) summed up the outcome of 
the CPI(M) congress, the second since its 
formation after the split in the Communist 
party of India (CPI) in 1964. 

been fairly effectively contained by the 
leadership and their expression in the 
Congress was found no more forceful than 
differences in a communist party would 
normally be. Finally the leadership had 
enough support even to drop some of the 
more intractable elements, like Jagjit 
Singh Lyallpuri, Sankaraiah, Upadhyaya 
and Dinkar Mehta, from the leadership 
body, the Central Committee." 

the congress is ascribable to two develop- 
ments. The Maoist "extremists" by the 
very logic of their positions engaged in 
adventurist actions before the congress 
met. The shrewder among them had earlier 
been counseling patience till the con- 
gress, so they could convert it into a 
platform for an effective struggle against 
the leadership. 

in such a way that it would result in a 
split in the party at a formal congress. 
They counted on such a split to provide 
an effective foundation for founding 
still another Maoist Communist party on 
their own factional platform. 

forced the pace prematurely and counted 
themselves out both organisationally and 
politically, leaving the leadership in 
better command of the party-. Of course, 
in the process the organisational strength 
of the party suffered a serious decline. 
Its membership dropped from 110,000 at 
the time of its formation to 75,000. "The 
organisation had thus become more manage- 
able. '' 

Link adds: "These pressures have 

The success of the leadership at 

They had hoped to manoeuvre things 

But the "adventurist elements" 

The other development was that the 
party leaders managed to patch up their 
differences for the time being. A serious 
tussle had appeared likely at one stage 
over the office of general secretary. 

B.T. Ranadive, the chief party 
theoretician, is known to have been in 
the running for that position with the 
active support of Promode Das Gupta of 
West Bengal. But E.M.S. Namboodiripad 
and Jyoti Basu stood in the way. Even 
though Sundarayya had been assertive for 
sometime, he lost much of his strength 
after the debacle of the party unit in 
his home state of Andhra, where Nagi Red- 
dy and his followers have revolted. Sun- 
darayya was therefore acceptable as gen- 
eral secretary. 

was the question of attitude towards the 
Kerala ministry, which the party controls, 
and defence of its continuation in office. 

The real problem in this context 

Jyoti Basu, meanwhile, was con- 
cerned with the coming midterm poll in 
West Bengal and the supposed possibility 
of the United Front* returning to power 
in the state with the CPI(M) retaining 
its position as the largest group in it. 

in the leadership led by B.T. Ranadive 
which had no use for the ministries and 
CPI(M) participation in them. Sundarayya 
reportedly went along with this trend at 
one time but has switched his position 
and joined with E.M.S. Namboodiripad and 
Jyoti Basu in defence of the party's par- 
ticipation in ministries and, in particu- 
lar, maintaining the Kerala ministry at 
all costs. His reelection as general 
secretary and the strong defence of the 
Kerala ministry and parliamentary strug- 
gle at the Ernakulam Congress, in fact, 
"represent a signal triumph for E.M.S. 
and Jyoti Basu . ' I  

favoring an immediate split in the All- 
India Trade Union Congress because the 
pro-Moscow CPI exercises dominant influ- 
ence in its leadership,is a parallel to 
this development. Ranadive is known to 
be "the inspirer of the split move though 
he thought it more discreet not to come 
into the open in the congress itself." 

But a powerful trend existed with- 

The rejection of the amendment 

* The United Front government in West Ben- 
gal was dismissed by the central govern- 
ment in November 1967. It was a class- 
collaborationist alliance of "non-Congress" 
parties, including left-wing, bourgeois, 
and communalist political formations. It 
was dominated by the CPI(M). 
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It thus became the baby of only 
the staunch Maoist faction still within 
the CPI(M) and was lost by a heavy margin. 
If Ranadive had succeeded in pushing it 
through, it would1 not have squared with 
the more moderate political platform of 
the congress, whi.ch finally laid much em- 
phasis on "Left and democratic unity," a 
slogan which had earlier been derided by 
the CPI(M) leaders. 

The decisive defeat of the Maoist 
elements in the congress, however, came 
on basic political and ideological issues 
which found the entire leadership fully 
united. Two key amendments were submitted 
on the political resolutions -- one call- 
ing for unconditional loyalty to the Chi- 
nese ideological line (Mao's thought), 
and the other characterising the present 
Congress government of Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
at the centre as "the stooge of American 
imperialism .I1 

Both these amendments were reject- 
ed. The ground for the rejection of the 
first amendment had been laid well in ad- 
vance and it was doomed by the intemperate 
attacks that the Chinese Maoists have 
chosen to direct at the CPI(M) leadership. 

But the rejection of the second is 
considered by the supporters of the Dange- 
ite CPI* especially as "even more signifi- 
cant in the present situation of the par- 
ty. 

Leaving aside all the semantics of 
raging controversies within the interna- 
tional Stalinist movement which finally 
resulted in the split of the CPI, a prom- 
iment question has always been the charac- 
terisation of the Congress government. 

"It is useful to recall," says 

* The pro-Moscow Communist party led by 
old-line Stalinist S . A .  Dange. 

Link, which is known for its pro-Dange 
bias, "that the Founding Congress of the 
CP(M) had described the present Govern- 
ment as a lackey of American imperialism 
and this had been probably the most im- 
portant line of demarcation between the 
two Communist parties. If the CP(M) lead- 
ers have now changed their opinion, as 
they have frankly done at the Ernakulam 
Congress, the essential reason for the 
split vanishes. The rejection of this 
amendment and the call for Left and demo- 
cratic unity are thus the most signifi- 
cant basis for united action, if not im- 
mediate unity of the two parties." 

expected that the fierce rivalry which 
was the principal feature of the relations 
between the two parties after the split 
will now begin to abate and their rela- 
tions develop along a uore friendly and 
cooperative basis not only in the coming 
midterm elections but also in the mass 
organisations and mass movements." 

CP(M) or for that matter even the Dange- 
ite CPI will opt for organisational unity 
in the near future. Besides the formal 
denunciation of the CPI as revisionist, 
particularly some of its leaders, which 
the CP(M) leaders have to keep up at 
least "for the sake of morale in their 
ranks," an organisational split once ac- 
complished has left many scars. The fact 
that the Ernakulam Congress is claimed 
by the CP(M) as its eighth even though 
it is just the second after its birth sug- 
gests that it does not recognise the exis- 
tence of the CPI. 

The weekly adds: "It should now be 

It is indeed excluded that the 

But it is a matter of some signifi- 
cance that on the very morrow of the con- 
gress, A.K. Gopalan invited the CPI unit 
in Kerala to meet his Kerala Committee 
"to iron out differences by discussion 
and resolve the tension which has been 
sharp between the two parties in Kerala." 

DR. EDUARDO MONDLANE ASSASSINATED 

The African freedom movement re- 
ceived a setback with the assassination 
of Dr. Eduardo Mondlane in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, February 3 .  Described as Portu- 
gal's "most wanted" man, he was the leader 
of FRELIMO [Frente de LibertaqBo de Mo- 
qambiquel, which claims control over a 
fifth of the Portuguese colony. He was 
killed by a bomb, apparently sent through 
the mail. 

Mondlane returned to Africa from 
the United States in 1963. He held a doc- 
torate in anthropology from Northwestern 
University, had taught at Syracuse Univer- 
sity in Syracuse, New York, and once 
served as an official in trusteeship af- 
fairs at the United Nations. 

Despite Mondlane's reputation for 
pro-Western sympathies, FRELIMO initiated 
armed struggle under his leadership and 
was reputed to have made considerable 
headway in recent years. 

Operating from bases in Tanzania, 
and more recently in Zambia, the organiza- 
tion carried out frequent raids into Mo- 
zambique. Shortly before his death, Mond- 
lane claimed that FRELIMO commanded an 
army of 25,000 men, 15,000 of whom were 
fighting inside Mozambique. FRELIMO is 
said to receive weapons and material sup- 
port from both China and the Soviet Union, 
as well as the Organization of African 
Unity. The Tanzanian government gave Mond- 
lane a hero's funeral. 



-167- 

POLAND: TOWARD A NEW OCTOBER? 

By Jacques Bauduin 

[The following article entitled 
"Pologne: Vers un nouvel Octobre?" ap- 
peared in the February 1 issue of the Bel- 
gian revolutionary-socialist weekly & 
Gauche. It reviews the development of a 
new left opposition in Poland since the 
1956 antibureaucratic revolts, and dis- 
cusses the prospects for a political rev- 
olution overthrowing the bureaucratic re- 
gime and establishing revolutionary- 
socialist democracy in that country. The 
translation is by Intercontinental Press.] 

* * *  

The Polish October of 1956 already 
pointed the way leftward. The demand for 
socialist democracy at that time took con- 
crete form in mushrooming workers councils 
in the factories and in attempts to coor- 
dinate these bodies that were leading to- 
ward the creation of a central organiza- 
tion of workers councils. 

Workers control of production was 
demanded as well as the abolition of the 
laws concerning discipline in the facto- 
ries. An increase in wages was sought. 

reaucracy and for socialism. The militants 
of that time saw the workers councils as 
the organs of working-class political and 
economic power, the natural instruments of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

carried through to the end. The workers 
were not organized independently as a 
class struggling for power with their own 
party (or their own parties). The October 
left was not clearly differentiated from 
the anti-Stalinist social front as a spe- 
cifically proletarian movement. In these 
conditions it could not help but be drawn 
into Gomulka's game and become an auxil- 
iary of the liberal bureaucracy which was 
to take the leadership of the party at the 
Eighth Plenum of the Central Committee in 
October 1956. 

meant internal reform for the sake of pre- 
serving the bureaucratic order. The basis 
of this reform was limited liberalization 
measures and economic concessions capable 
of satisfying various social layers. A 
rise in wages lasting until 1959 and the 
tapping of economic reserves created the 
social bases for stabilizing the reformed 
bureaucracy's power and enabled it to 
liquidate all the gains of 1956 gradually 
and safely. 

After its reserves were exhausted, 
weighed down by an overcentralized system 
of management and by continued emphasis 

The masses struggled against the bu- 

But the experience could not be 

The victory of the Gomulka center 

on expanding the means of production and 
the resultant lag in the development of 
the consumers goods sector, the Polish 
economy entered a prolonged crisis. 

The workers' buying power dropped, 
unemployment increased, social and cul- 
tural expenditures were cut, agricultural 
production stagnated. Today an overwhelm- 
ing majority of the population (that is, 
all the workers, most of the lower white- 
collar workers, almost all the peasantry, 
and the youth) find their hopes f o r  im- 
proving their lives blocked by the system. 

In this situation, the bureaucr,acy 
has lost the popular bases of its author- 
ity; its power now rests solely on eco- 
nomic, administrative, and police con- 
straint. All popular initiative is a po- 
tential danger to it. Any movement for 
freedom of expression and information 
threatens to unleash the energies of the 
working class and the intellectuals. And 
any such movement would be doubly explo- 
sive if it were coupled with another de- 
mand which is intolerable for the bureau- 
cracy -- the right to organize independent- 
ly, which the students were the first to 
demand. 

The best example of this threat was 
the revolutionary potential displayed in 
early 1968 after a minor incident, the 
banning of the play Dziady [Forefathers 
Eve].* This crisis revealed the political 
tensions gripping all of Polish society. 

In actions denouncing the repressive 
and reactionary character of the bureau- 
cracy, the students declared their revolu- 
tionary solidarity with the working class. 
"Workers, Your Cause Is Our Cause" was a 
significant slogan in these actions. M a n y  
young workers fought side by side with the 
students . 

The workers responded to the sys- 
tematic witch-hunt campaign, drummed up by 
a government that- had no qualms about 
appealing to anti-Semitic prejudices, by 
deserting the party-organized demonstra- 
tions and concretely expressing their 
solidarity with the student movement. 

* Forefathers Eve is a holiday in honor of 
the dead celebrated in Poland on All-Souls 
D a y .  It provided the motif for a patriotic 
play in several parts by the greatest 
Polish poet Adam Mickiewicz, who was ex- 
iled permanently from Poland some years 
before the Polish revolution of 1831 for 
his membership in nationalist organiza- 
tions. The play was banned because it con- 
tained anti-Iiussian passages. 
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If the workers did not join in this 
struggle en masse, it was because they had 
drawn the lessons of the failure of the 
Polish October. In the absence of an inde- 
pendent vanguard organization based on a 
consistent working-class program, they no 
longer wanted to be the pawns of any fac- 
tion of the bureaucracy. 

Confronting a general social crisis 
of the system, will the Polish bureaucracy 
be able to divert new popular pressure in- 
to safe channels? Will it be capable of 
reforming itself a second time by develop- 
ing factions capable of assuring it con- 
trol of the situation? Its participation 
in the invasion of Czechoslovakia will cer- 
tainly not make its task any easier. 

hope that General Moczar's neo-Stalinist 
"partisans" can play such a role. In the 
face of the inability of the 1956 "liber- 
als" to consolidate their power, Moczar's 
group represents the authoritarian ten- 
dencies which reflect the new repressive 
conditions of the bureaucracy's rule. The 
ideology of the "partisans" (nationalism 
mixed with anti-Semitism and anti-intel- 
lectual superproletarianism) is sad testi- 
mony to the ideological depths to which 
the bureaucracy has sunk with the founder- 
ing of Stalinism. 

While the Fifth Congress of the 
United Polish Workers party CPolska Zjed- 
noczona Parti ja Robotniczal reinforced 
the position of the "partisans" in the 
leadership, it did not definitively estab- 
lish Moczar's sway. On the other hand, the 
Gomulka o l d  guard is on the wane, and a 
third personality may come to epitomize 
the bureaucracy's instinct for self- 
preservation. 

tive reforms launched by the Upper Sile- 
sian party secretary Edward Gierek, who 
represents the technocratic stratum, re- 
ceived considerable attention. This layer 
has no well-defined ideology, save perha s 
a fierce opposition to "revisionists" ( 
o r  "anarcho-Trotsliyists," i.e., the left 
opposition. However, it wants to get away 
from Gomulka's economic sterility. Will 
Gierek be able to force through "economic 
reforms" benefiting the technocrats? Will 
he be the Polish DubEek? 

His task seems complex. The techno- 
cratic layer alone cannot provide a social 
base for his projects. Facing a more con- 
scious left opposition than existed in 
Czechoslovakia, one that has created a new 
vanguard, starting a liberalization pro- 
cess would lead to political suicide. 

This is evident not only in view of 
the post-Januaq Czech experience but pre- 
cisely because of the existence at the 
outset of a revolutionary Marxist vanguard, 
a left force freed from technocratic illu- 

In any case, the bureaucracy cannot 

In fact, the appeal for administra- 

sions and equipped with a program for anti- 
bureaucratic revolution. It was the absence 
of such a program in Czechoslovakia in Jan- 
uary which permitted the Dubc'ek faction 

MAJ. GEN. MIECZYSLAW MOCZAR 

initially to divert the dynamism of the 
masses into safe channels. 

In Czechoslovakia, while the devel- 
opment of the process objectively raised 
the erspective of such a vanguard emerg- 
ing ?which was the main reason for the 
intervention by Russian tanks), for it to 
have actually come into eqstence would 
have required exposing Dubcek's capitula- 
tion and dilly-dallying under cover of 
the subtle game of appealing for national 
unity in face of the Soviet threats, his 
main object obviously being to block the 
Czech masses from organizing themselves 
and striking out on the road to a polit- 
ical revolution. 

to apply the skillful policy that Dubzek 
followed in his fight against Novotny and 
the "Old Communists" in which he based 
himself first on mobilizing the intellec- 
tuals and then the workers. Gierek's proj- 
ected "economic reforms," whose sole ef- 

Gierek, then, will never be able 
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fect would be to give decision-making pow- 
ers to a layer of plant managers, cannot 
create any long-lasting illusions. The 
Polish bureaucracy seems to be caught 
squarely in an impasse. 

Poland's enormous advantage is that 
it has a young vanguard which maintains 
that "the economic reform we need must be 
consistent and total"; that is, "it must 
take into consideration the interdepen- 
dence of economic, political, and organi- 
zational solutions" (the Warsaw University 
Declaration of March 28, 1968). Poland has 
a vanguard conscious of the necessity of 
organizing independently of the party 
structures and of advancing a working- 
class program. It has a vanguard clearly 
conscious of the international character 
of its struggle. After the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, the antibureaucratic rev- 
olution cannot be seen as a solely Polish 
affair. 

Kuro6 and Modzelewski that they were the 
first to formulate such a program in the 
East European countries since the annihi- 
lation of the Left Opposition. 

In their Open Letter to Members of 
the Communist Party,* Kuro6 and Modzelew- 
ski denounced the counterrevolutionary 
role of the Soviet bureaucracy, whose ac- 
tivity is guided by the principle that 
"Socialism extends no further than our 
army." They denounced the Soviet bureau- 
crats, who -- by their foreign policy 
based on dividing up the world with impe- 
rialism into spheres of influence and 
safeguarding the status quo and by their 
ideology in justification of this policy 
and their influence over the official Com- 
munist parties -- have held back the de- 
velopment of the colonial revolution, 
blocked the revolution in the advanced 
capitalist countries, and suppressed the 
first antibureaucratic revolutions. They 
see the struggle against the dictatorship 
of the bureaucracy, and this is an eminent- 
ly internationalist point of view far re- 
moved from the ideological stew of "nation- 
al roads to socialism," as assisting the 
world workers movement to liberate itself 
from bureaucratic tutelage. The victorious 
antibureaucratic revolution will put an 
end to this tutelage. It is the natural 
ally of the worldwide revolutionary move- 
ment. 

Kuroh and Modzelewski bring merci- 
less criticism to bear on the Yugoslav 
system and any form of the "socialism of 

It is to the enduring honor of 

* Revolutionary Marxist Students in Poland 
- Speak Out, 1964-1968. Merit Publishers, 
873 Broadway, New York. 10003. $1.25. Pub- 
lished in Gk&an as kopolsozialismus, 
Hoffman und Campe Verlag, Hamburg. A 
French edition is also available from the 
Paris office of Intercontinental Press. 

plant managers." Since no variant of it 
changes the situation of the workers, but 
simply maintains bureaucratic exploitation 
and power, it represents a new form of dic- 
tatorship over the working class and the 
majority of the peasants and intellectuals. 
"It is possible that the 'socialism of 
plant managers' will come about, but it 
will not avert the revolution...in rela- 
tion to workers democracy it would repre- 
sent a sort of ' Thermidor. ' 

They give a forceful answer to those 
who raise the counterargument that a revo- 
lutionary process could culminate in the 
triumph of antisocialist forces. They place 
the blame for the existence of right-wing 
tendencies squarely on the bureaucratic 
system itself. Indeed, the traditional 
rightist elements have no base in the deci- 
sive sectors of the economy -- indust 
construction, transport, and banking. ?ke 
petty-bourgeois elements -- "private ini- 
tiative" in the cities and the rich peas- 
antry -- exist on the margin of the econ- 
omy and the social structures. 

But by crushing all opposition from 
the left, the bureaucracy creates favorable 
conditions for the spread of rightist ide- 
ology among the masses who are in search 
of a form in which to express their protest 
against the dictatorship. The only effec- 
tive means of fighting these rightist ten- 
dencies is to fight the bureaucracy and 
unmask it from a left position, which 
serves the interests of the masses and 
will quickly win their support. 

developed a real working-class program 
which alone will permit the realization of 
the interests of society as a whole in a 
system where the organized working class 
will be the master of its labor and its 
labor product, where it will determine the 
distribution of the national product and 
provide the basis for solving the contra- 
diction between the productive capacity 
developed and the slow level of aggregate 
consumption. 

their program: 

through the creation of workers councils 
to run the enterprises. The plant managers 
will be employees subordinate to councils, 
supervised, hired and fired by them. 

(2) Workers democracy in the state 
through a system of councils of worker 
delegates headed up by a central council 
of delegates. In this way, workers democ- 
racy will be complemented by workers power 
at the highest political level. 

Therefore, Kuro6 and Modzelewski 

These are the principal points of 

(1) Workers democracy in the plants * 

By this system the working class 
will determine the national economic plan, 
making the necessary decisions and super- 
vising the execution of the plan at 
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every step. 

(3) The workers must organize them- 
selves on the basis of a plural i ty  of par- 
t i e s ,  a plural i ty  which re f lec ts  the char- 
acter  of the workers s ta te .  The workers 
po l i t i ca l ly  emancipate the ent i re  society. 

(4) The workers must be able t o  de- 
fend themselves against the i r  own s ta te  
by means of absolutely independent unions 
with the r ight  t o  c a l l  economic and polit-  
i c a l  s t r ikes .  

(5) In  order t o  make the organs of 
workers democracy centers of rea l  mass 
working-class act ivi ty ,  several hours 
with pay must be se t  aside from the regu- 
l a r  work week and devoted t o  general edu- 
cation of the wopkers. 

(6) Abolition of the pol i t i ca l  po- 
l i c e  and replacement of the regular a r q y  
by workers militia with control over per- 
manent specialized units.  

(7) A ser ies  of measures t o  assure 
the advancement of the peasantry and t o  
guarantee the i r  po l i t i ca l  independence by 
granting the peasant producers national 
po l i t i ca l  representation. 

t ion  is  part of the world revola%iomwy 
movement. 

(8) The antibureaucratic revolution 

In  addition t o  i t s  programmatic 
section, the 9 g n  Letter offers  a Plarxist 
analysis of the structure of Polish so- 
ciety.  A critica:L reading of this analy- 
sis provides the basis fo r  a f r u i t f u l  dis- 
cussion of the social  nature of the "peo- 
p l e ' s  democracies" and a s t a t e  "of the 
ent i re  people" and f o r  opposing the "re- 
visionist" interpretations which speak: of 
a restoration of capitalism. 

Kuroh and Modzelewski make a dis- 
t inct ion between the technocrats and the 
central  po1itica:l bureaucracy. They char- 

acterize the l a t t e r  as the "ruling class 
of the society." One might ask whether it 
i s  not, rather than a class,  a social  stra- 
tum whose privileges are derived from the 
exploitation of the s ta te  and not from a 
given se t  of productive relations,  a layer 
i n  which contradictions set  different fac- 
tions against each other. 

But the essential  thing is  that  
the i r  class position is  clear. They do n o t  
equate American imperialism and the Soviet 
bureaucracy. They have understood that  
while s ta te  ownership of the means of pro- 
duction and economic planning are not a 
sufficient basis f o r  characterizing the 
societies i n  the Soviet bloc as "social- 
i s t , "  these c r i t e r i a  permit us t o  call  
them workers s ta tes ,  which while bureau- 
c ra t ica l ly  deformed are not s ta te  capital- 
ist  systems. Thus Kuro6 and Modzelewski's 
program f o r  antibureaucratic proletarian 
revolution approximates the program f o r  
po l i t i ca l  revolution which Trotsky formu- 
la ted i n  the Revolution B e t r m .  

analyses, Kuroh and Modzelewski identify 
themselves with the prewar Polish CP and 
the struggle of the Left Opposition i n  
the USSR. 

It i s  no accident that  in t he i r  

* * *  

For a l l  yo= revolution- Karx-  
ists, anticapitalhst and ankibureaucratic 
s%ruggle are inseparable. These revolu- 
tionists wi l l  reply prorrdly with C o b -  
B e a - b E s  formula: We are a l l  named $uroh- 
Eoifielewsk5. * 

* Daniel Gob-Bendit to ld  a West & ~ Q E J B  
court January 24 that he had change& his 
name t o  Kuron-Modzelewski i n  sol idar i ty  
with the two imprisoned Polish revolution- 
ists. See "Daniel Cohn-Bendit Changes H i s  
Name," Intercontinental Press, February 10, 
1969, p. 141. 

HJSSELL - ANSWERS "ZYCIE WARSZAWY" ON ANTI-SENITISM I N  P O W D  

[The following statement on anti- 
Semitism as a po:Litical weapon of the Go- 
mulka regime w a s  released t o  the press by 
Bertrand Russell February 5.1 

* * *  

On December 12 I issued t o  the 
press the text  of an open l e t t e r  on anti- 
Semitism i n  Poland which I had sent t o  M r .  
Gomulka. Two days l a t e r  I was attacked i n  
predictable terms i n  Tribuna Ludu and 
gycie Warszawy i n  an item sent from the 
Polish Press Agency i n  London. It i s  in- 
structive t o  observe what the Polish peo- 
ple are permitted t o  read and expected t o  

believe. 

Agitation i n  Western Europe about 
anti-Semitism has "an expressively anti- 
Polish character". ( I t  i s  not suggested, 
however, by the Polish journalist that  
when I c r i t i c i s e  Mr. Wilson I am an t i -  
British.) The "increased frequency of 
these actions" demonstrates not the need 
fo r  them but the "campaign-like character 
of the operations". Persons such as my- 
se l f ,  the item continues, are "intrinsic- 
a l ly  honest" but of " l i t t l e  understand- 
ing".  Our trouble i s  that  we f a i l  t o  ob- 
serve what a paradise Poland i s  for  her 
small Jewish population. 



-171- 

I f  only we would study the reports 
of the Polish Press Agency with greater 
diligence and zeal, the blindness tha t  
has smitten us would be l i f t e d  and we 
would see the Truth. 

Needless t o  say ,  Polish readers 
were not permitted t o  read one word of my 
open l e t t e r  t o  Mr. Gomulka, so  tha t  they 
might judge f o r  themselves my " l i t t l e  un- 
derstanding" of anti-Semitism and the "ex- 
pressively anti-Polish character" of my 
criticisms. 

The f i n a l  falsehood i n  this short 
item was the allegation that  my open le t -  
t e r  w a s  not prompted by events i n  Poland 
but by Jews i n  London "known f o r  t he i r  
anti-Polish speeches". The Polish Press 
Agency wr i t e r ,  unable t o  imagine anyone 
thinking f o r  himself, f a l l s  back upon the 
invention of a conspiracy. 

It does not require a conspiracy 
t o  recognise a fact .  Perhaps the Polish 
Press Agency w i l l  f ind some new technique 

t o  dismiss a fur ther  document which has 
come into m y  hands recently. The material 
i n  question i s  an internal document of 
the Lodz Centre fo r  Party Propaganda w r i t -  
ten by Wladyslaw Kmitowski and circulated 
last  April by the ruling United Workers' 
Party (hardly an anti-Polish source). 

ment revealing crude anti-Semitism being 
peddled by the Party f o r  the instruction 
of i t s  members. 

It alleges that  Jews have "a pro- 
gramme f o r  ruling over the world" and 
even drags up the "F'rotocols of the El- 
ders of Zion". Every Jew, i t  s ta tes ,  i s  a 
pokential intelligence agent and thou- 
sands of Polish Jews have "s t i l l  t o  be 
checked and evaluated". This is  a c lear  
warning from the Party of precisely tQat 
harassment and repression which i s  as un- 
acceptable i n  Poland as anywhere else.  I 
hope that  people everywhere w i l l  condemn 
the of f ic ia l ly  inspired victimisation of 
Polish Jews. 

T h i s  i s  a further horrifying docu- 

"RELEASE POLITICAL PFUSONERS!" OPPOSITION TELLS AYUB KHAN 

General Mohammad Ayub Khan, follow- 
i n g  nearly t w o  months of demonstrations by 
students and workers that  have continued 
despite f ierce government repression, an- 
nounced February 6 that he would meet op- 
position leaders " t o  discuss the pol i t i ca l  
problems that  are agitating the people's 
mind. 

More than th i r ty  people had been 
k i l l ed  by the army and police a t  the time 
of Ayub's announcement, but the movement 
f o r  democratic reforms showed no signs of 
abating. The progovernment Dacca daily 
Pakistan Observer at  the end of January 
called it an "almost-revolutionary situa- 
t ion." Troops were called out i n  Dacca, 
Lahore, Khulna, Peshawar, and Karachi. 

Students bat t led police i n  Lahore 
on February 6, when the cops sought t o  
break up a march following a protest  ral- 
ly. The students were demanding a reduc- 
t ion  i n  school fees,  the freeing of i m -  
prisoned student leaders, and the barring 
of police from the schools. 

ary 6 Le Monde, more than 300 journalists 
went on s t r ike  Februaq 4. The s t r ikers  
were protesting the a r res t  of a number of 
journalists and attacks on newspapermen 
i n  several big c i t i e s .  

Ayub's offer t o  negotiate was made 
t o  Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, the convener 
of the Central Democratic Action Commit- 
tee. This i s  a coali t ion of eight opposi- 
t ion  parties,  ranging from the right-wing 
Muslim orthodox Jamaat I m - I s l a m i  t o  the 
pro-Moscow National Awami party. Ayub did 
not invi te  specific po l i t i ca l  figures o r  

In  Dacca, according t o  the Febru- 

par t ies  t o  the negotiations, scheduled 
f o r  February 17. Instead he l e f t  the invi- 
ta t ions t o  Nasrullah Khan with the provi- 
s o  tha t  he would meet only with "responsi- 
ble" opposition leaders. This move w a s  
evidently aimed at  provoking a s p l i t  among 
the heterogeneous groups i n  the Central 
Democratic Action Committee. 

Nasrullah Khan has said that  i t  i s  
"essential" that  the s t a t e  of emergency 
(imposed i n  1965 during the w a r  with India) 
be l i f t ed ,  and that  po l i t i ca l  prisoners 
be released before any t a lks  begin. The 
February 7 New York Times reported that  
Ayub replied: " A l l  these matters are 
negotiable. When we get together, t h i s  
can be looked into.  However, i f  there a re  
genuine cases against some of them, how 
can you release them i n  a hurry?" 

Y e t  t o  be raised i s  the central  de- 
mand of the student movement: abolition 
of the system of "basic democracy. ' I  Inst i -  
tuted a f t e r  the 1958 coup, the franchise 
i s  res t r ic ted  t o  120,000 "basic democrats" 
who regularly reelect  Ayub t o  the "presi- 
dency. 

The forces being set  i n  motion, 
however, go f a r  beyond any reforms that  
Ayub is  prepared t o  make, and beyond 
the limited restructuring envisaged by 
most of the professional "opposition." 
The New York Times described the situa- 
t ion  January 31: "Ibery time a student 
i s  ki l led by a police bullet  i n  one town, 
a dozen processions of protesting stu- 
dents face the police i n  other towns. 
And when those students are beaten and 
shot, the resentment of the public r i s e s  
t o  a fever pitch." 
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Solzhenitsyn's New Novel 

PAVEL NIKOLAYEVICH RUSANOV, THE BUREAUCFUT 

By George Saunders 

[Continued from last issue.] 

The figure of the bureaucrat has 
become quite common in post-Stalin litera- 
ture. Among the more notorious portraits 
have been Drozdov in Not by Bread Alone 
and Public Prosecutor Globov in The Trial 
Begins (a production for which Andrei Sin- 
yavsky is confined in a labor camp today.) 

But the portrait of Pavel Nikolay- 
evich Rusanov in Cancer Ward crowns all 
previous efforts of this kind, for it com- 
bines the most astute social and psycho- 
logical analysis with the most unmerciful 
satire. 

Such "character studies" are worth 
close study by revolutionists, for they 
are more than exercises of the pen; they 
are the nearest thing to a probing socio- 
logical description and analysis of the 
Soviet bureaucracy that we have yet ob- 
tained from the current crop of Soviet 
anti-Stalinists. 

* * *  

Pavel Nikolayevich Rusanov is "a 
prominent man, a very important official," 
as his wife, Kapitolina, tells the nurse 
during the procedure of his entering the 
hospital. ("Kapa," heavy and big in her 
fur coat, tries unsuccessfully to bribe 
the nurse to guarantee special attention 
for "Pavlik." The Rusanovs are well-off: 
"I would bring a nurse at our own expense, 

say that is impossible , I t  she cam- $%%$ 
his way. When he finds he cannot get into 
a Moscow hospital, he calls up some fel- 
low bureaucrats to "fix" it for him. Al- 
though they cannot get him to Moscow, 
they do arrange some privileges for him 
in the local hospital (despite the terri- 
ble overcrowding and pressure of work on 
the staff). He is permitted to bypass the 
usual reception routine and wear his own, 
not the hospital's, pajamas. 

wig to have to mix with the masses as a 
common ward patient may be judged from 
Solzhenitsyn's description of the job he 
holds and how he behaves in it. 

Rusanov is used to having things 

What a comedown it is for this big- 

His work is in the dossier depart- 
ment of a large industrial plant. He has 
been in "personnel" work for over twenty 
years, on the borderline of secret police 
work. He nearly joined the NKVD in 1939 
but decided against it. This may have been 
just as well, he feels, considering 

Beria's fate. Still, Beria had been the 
model and inspiration of the Rusanov 
household: they even named their son 
Lavrenty after him. 

Solzhenitsyn ironically refers to 
Rusanov' s "poetic-political" work ("what 
subtle work this was, and what talent it 
required"). He likens the various forms 
an employee has to fill out to countless 
invisible threads "linking that person 
forever with the local center of the dos- 
sier department ... Constant awareness of 
these invisible threads naturally bred 
respect for the people in charge of that 
most intricate dossier department. It 
bolstered their authority." 

greeting an employee, of calling him into 
the office, of having him fill out a form 
-- all were ways of alarming a person, of 
"putting him in his place." 

"The poetry of the work lay in the 
awareness that you held a man completely 
in your grasp, though you had not really 
brought any pressure to bear on him." 

"Rusanov's unique and mysterious 
position (half within another world) in 
the table of organization gratified him 
because of the deep knowledge it gave 
him of the true processes of life. The 
life visible to all (work, conferences, 
items in the factory house organ, the 
trade union committee's bulletin board 
in the lobby of the plant, the applica- 
tions for this or that, the dining room, 
the club) was not real, it only seemed so 
to the uninitiated. 

A certain look, a certain way of 

"The real state of affairs was de- 
cided without hue and cry, very calmly, 
in quiet offices, between two or three 
people who understood one another, or 
through friendly exchanges over the tele- 
phone. 

The profoundly antidemocratic na- 
ture of this "Communist" official s work 
is also expressed in the way his office 
is preserved as an isolated inner sanctum, 
into which fearful employees are admitted 
only by special appointment -- through a 
double set of doors. These doors "could 
delay the visitor only a second or two 
as he closed one door behind him and 
opened the next. 

"In those seconds before the deci- 
sive talk, however, he landed in brief 
detention, where there was, as it were, 
no light for him and no air. This made 
him feel how utterly insignificant he was 
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as compared with the person into whose 
presence he was about to come. If he had 
any insolence in him, or a mind of his 
own, he would lay them both aside, right 
there, in the dark." 

In a passage of remarkable power 
Solzhenitsyn describes, with full under- 
standing, though not with sympathy, the 
thought processes of the bureaucrat, his 
elitist views, his guilt-fear, and his 
loyalty to his own kind, an attitude ap- 
proximating to ruling-class consciousness. 

tion of all phenomena, Pavel Nikolaye- 
vich's behavior at work could not, of 
course, help telling on his way of life 
in general." He and his wife avoided 
crowds and public conveyances. "One could 
be insulted there too, for these vehicles 
were invaded by construction workers and 
laborers in dirty overalls covered with 
grease or lime that might rub off on your 
clothes." The Rusanovs travel only by 
automobile or, between cities, in car- 
riages with enclosed sleeping compart- 
ment s . 

"Owing to the dialectical interac- 

"At a hotel a room was always re- 
served for Rusanov -- needless to say, so 
that he should not find himself sharing a 
room with strangers. It goes without say- 
ing, too, that where sanatoria were con- 
cerned the Rusanovs did not go to just 
any of them, but only to those where a 
person received the proper respect and 
the best conditions, where the sanatorium 
swimming pools and promenades were fenced 
off from the general public. 

"When the doctors prescribed walk- 
ing for Kapitolina Matveyevna, therefore, 
she really had no place to walk except in 
just such a sanatorium, among her equals. 
Though retaining in principle their fond- 
ness for the people's custom of promenad- 
ing en masse, the Rusanovs had come to 
prefer the safer and cleaner lanes in the 
sanatorium with executives and adminis- 
trators. I t  

"The Rusanovs loved the people -- 
their great people! They served the peo- 
ple and were ready to die for the people. 

"But as the years drifted by they 
developed a growing aversion to the pub- 
lic. That refractory, forever duty- 
evading, forever carping and moreover de- 
manding public! 

"And so they came to beware of the 
slovenly dressed, the impudent and some- 
times intoxicated people one could meet 
on suburban electric trains, near the 
draft beer counters, or at the bus and 
railway stations. The poorly dressed per- 
son was always dangerous, for he was sure 
to have little sense of responsibility 
and probably had little to lose, or other- 
wise he would be well dressed. The mili- 

tia and the law, of course, protected the 
Rusanovs from those who dressed poorly, 
but such protection inevitably came late. 

"It would arrive only in time to 
punish the culprit after the fact. When 
face to face with him, Pavel Nikolayevich 
was essentially helpless. Neither his po- 
sition nor acknowledged services could 
protect him then, while the fellow could 
insult him without provocation, heap 
curses on him, punch him in the face for 
no reason at all, tear his suit or dirty 
it, or even strip him of it. 

thing in the world, Rusanov came to feel 
a perfectly normal and justified anxiety 
about uncurbed, half-drunk people, or 
more exactly -- a straight punch in the 
face . 

"Thus, though not afraid of any- 

In the same breath this "Communist" 
thinks of himself as "a resolute, con- 
scious, new Soviet man." 

ers have become overly cash conscious, 
have lost their "sense of honor." He and 
Kapa, when they had worked in a factory 
years before, had not sought special gain. 
And in later years he had always accepted 
his "legitimate salary and bonuses" with- 
out asking for extra (mainly because he 
got plenty). 

The workers, however, had become 
unscrupulous about forcing the payment 
of tips, especially for labor done in 
the homes of the privileged elite. "We 
mustn't corrupt these men. When they're 
given a tip, how does it differ from a 
bribe? ... Appeasement here would be ...an 
utterly unprincipled surrender to anar- 
chy and to everything that was petty- 
bourgeois. '' 

In his own career Rusanov has not 
been inspired by purely moral incentives, 
as Solzhenitsyn shows. He abandoned pro- 
ductive work in the plant early in the 
game and entered the ranks of the func- 
tionaries. The Rusanovs had climbed the 
ladder of the hierarc hy... by acting as 
informers in the Great Purges! 

when he denounced his best friend in 
order to get the other room in the flat 
that their two families shared. "It 
seemed ridiculous now," Rusanov muses 
in 1954 when his victim has been reha- 
bilitated, "that an eighteen-by-nine 
foot room in an apartment without a gas 
range could have seemed so important." 

Still Rusanov thinks with pride 
of the "civic duties" he performed in the 
purges. "In that wonderful, honest time, 
in 1937-1938, the atmosphere of society 
had been cleansed and it became so easy 
to breathe! All the liars, slanderers, 

He deplores the fact that the work- 

Rusanov started as an informer 
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overly smart intellectuals and noisy crit- 
ics vanished, shut their mouths or hid 
away, while people of principle, firm and 
devoted men, like Rusanov and his friends, 
walked in dignity, their heads high." 

Rusanov represents the ranks of 
the bureaucracy, numbering in the mil- 
lions, who do not understand and cannot 
agree with de-Stalinization. They don't 
recognize it as a palliative move by the 
central leadership in order to head off 
an explosion. 

"What if Beria &d turn out to be 
a double-dealer, a bourgeois nationalist 
who had made a bid f o r  power? All right, 
try him, shoot him, but in private, dis- 
creetly. Why tell the ordinary people all 
about it? Why shake their faith? Why 
raise their doubts? In the last analysis, 
a secret circular, explaining everything, 
could have been distributed quietly to a 
certain level of officialdom, while the 
newspapers could have said he died of 
heart failure and was buried with honors." 

The mass of bureaucrats live in 
deadly fear that they will have to pay 
for their lucrative crimes. In his night- 
mare Rusanov cries out in terror: "I 
wasn't the only one in this! Why have you 
singled me out for judgment? Who didn't 
do these things? How could I have kept my 
post if I hadn't cooperated?" [Emphasis 
in original.] 

are reduced to the desire to keep his 
post. Likewise, his noble motive in old 
age -- in fact, the "dream of his life" 
-- is a high-paying pension. 

The bureaucrat's civic principles 

Solzhenitsyn probes further into 
Rusanov's economic views. The party offi- 
cial harbors unmitigated hatred for spec- 
ulators, for those who steal or deal il- 
legitimately with state property for pri- 
vate gain. 

He considers this a question of 
principle, like that of tipping. On one 
occasion he argues in favor of a five- 
year jail term for a truck driver who, 
stuck in a snowstorm in near-zero weather, 
abandoned his truck. Staying in the truck 
would have meant sure death by freezing; 
still, to Rusanov the man was criminally 
negligent, for a case of macaroni disap- 
peared from the abandoned truck during 
the night. 

"How can you leave state property 
unguarded and walk off?" asks Rusanov. 
"If you pardon one man, all the truckers 
will begin to leave their posts -- and 
they'll pick the state cle an..." 

exclaims on another occasion. "How many 
ways of robbing the government!" This por- 
cine functionary thinks that, just because 

"How many loopholes there are!" he 

distribution is entrusted to the state, 
the product of the workers' labor in a 
planned economy is the special concern 
of government personnel only! And that 
any "unauthorized" decision-making should 
be punished by the severest measures. 

Solahenitsyn elaborates: "Over the 
years Rusanov had formed the growing, by 
now unshakable conviction that all our 
underfulfillment of plans, the shortcom- 
ings and shortages -- all of them -- came 
from speculation. From petty speculation, 
such as the sale of green onions, radishes 
and flowers by uncertified vendors, of 
eggs and milk by women at the bazaar, of 
sour milk, apples, woolen socks and even 
fried fish at the railroad stations. Also 
from big speculation, when truckloads 
were driven somewhere 'leftward' from 
state warehouses. If both these kinds of 
speculation could be eradicated, every- 
thing would soon straighten out and our 
progress would be even more astonishing. 

proving one's personal situation by a 
high salary from the state or by a large 
pension (Pavel Nikolayevich himself hoped 
for one of the generous special pensions 
reserved for important persons). In that 
case an automobile, a country home, or a 
small mansion were honestly earned acqui- 
sitions. The same automobile, and the 
same standard-design country home, how- 
ever, became quite different -- became 
criminal objects -- if bought with money 
derived from speculation. Pavel Nikolaye- 
vich therefore yearned, yes, yearned for 
the introduction of public executions of 
speculators. Public executions could cure 
our society quickly and completely. 'I 

This is an obvious comment on the 
policy of death sentences for economic 
crimes instituted in 1961 as part of the 
"building of communism." In general, the 
thinking that lies behind much Soviet 
economic policy is exposed by the novelist 
as the fruit of the special position and 
narrow interests of the bureaucracy. Many 
of the concepts and analyses developed by 
Trotslqy and other Marxists critical of 
the Soviet bureaucracy seem to acquire 
flesh and blood in the pages of this book. 

One of the most important secondary 
characters in the novel is Maxim Petrovich 
Chaly, who stands in a special relation to 
Rusanov. For all that the bureaucrat hates 
speculation, he finds a strange attrac- 
tiveness about Chaly, whose livelihood 
turns out to be made quite illegitimately. 
Chaly is what is known in the Soviet Union 
as a tolkach, a "pusher," or "expediter." 
He sees to it that certain goods become 
available to his clients whether they are 
on the open market or not. 

Rusanov after they have become friendly. 
If railroad tickets, good tires, fresh 

"There was nothing wrong in im- 

This fixer describes his work to 



vegetables, or such are needed, he knows 
who to pay off to get them. His approach 
in making bribes is to ask, "Don't you 
want to live?" And, he tells Rusanov, 
when he slips the bills across, "life 
wins out." 

On the surface it seems to be 
Chaly's optimism that makes him attrac- 
tive to Rusanov: that he is cheerful de- 
spite his serious illness. Rusanov's lik- 
ing for Chaly isn't dimmed when it turns 
out he is a bigamist. (Several different 
"wives" visit him at the hospital. "It's 
convenient for traveling men," he ex- 
plains. "In each town they can find a 
room waiting, with a chicken leg.") 

There is something "pleasantly car- 
nivorous" about Chaly in Rusanov's view. 
The key to their relation is that they 
share the same social attitude: "We live 
only once, why live badly?" The notion 
that there are values or a cause dearer 
than an individual's own life is as for- 
eign to the "pusher" as to the official 
party man. 

Solzhenitsyn brings out an even 
deeper tie than a shared social philoso- 
phy. The "pusher" is needed by the bureau- 
crat to ensure the supply of "good things 
in life" that the mere holding of an offi- 
cial post does not necessarily provide. 
Someone had to guarantee the supply of 
good tires to Central Asia so that the 
bureaucrats of the area who have Moskvich 
cars, as Rusanov does, can enjoy driving 
and owning them. It is precisely on this 
basis that upon leaving the hospital, 
Rusanov reluctantly gives his phone nun- 
ber to Chaly. Rusanov would prefer not to 
have ties with this unsavory character, 
but there remains the matter of the tires. 
Rusanov decides to maintain contact with 

this repulsive but socially necessary 
type * 

How necessary the Chalys are to 
the regime of the Rusanovs is made clear 
in a speech where Chaly discusses the 
fact that coal is considered the neces- 
sary "bread" for industry, and theref ore 
is supplied, but "tomatoes for people -- 
no-no, they don't have them. If business- 
like people didn't bring them in, there 
wouldn't be any. People even offer six- 
teen rubles a pound for them, and say 
thank you, too ...[ Chaly gets them for 
forty kopeks a pound.] 

"And what idiots there are in Kara- 
ganda [the coal supply center to which no 
tomatoes are officially supplied] ... They 
hire guards, and instead of sending them 
to bring in apples, they could get maybe 
forty carloads or s o ,  they set up these 
guards on all the steppe roads to seize 
any apples that sellers might bring into 
Karaganda. 

Because of bureaucratic mismanage- 
ment, goods that are needed for both pro- 
duction and consumption do not get provid- 
ed in many cases. Yet the demand remains. 
Speculators respond by illegitimately pro- 
curing the goods, amassing private for- 
tunes in the process, threatening the 
very basis of socialist economy. Yet the 
bureaucrats prefer to deal with this prob- 
lem by having speculators shot, or making 
an accommodation with them, rather than 
turn over the economy to the rations1 con- 
trol of the producers themselves, who 
could create a plan flexible enough to 
extend to m e t  needs. To the bureaucrat 
that is anathema, because it means his 
own elimination. 

[To be continued.] 
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PALESTINIAN GUERRILLRS HOUNDED BY IEBANESE GOVERNMENT 

It was the opinion in many circles 
that the December 28 r a i d  on the Beirut 
airport w a s  intended by the Israelis to 
put pressure on the Lebanese government to 
move against the Palestinian guerrillas. 
The raid appears to have had the desired 
effect. 

The Lebanese have begun a campaign 
of  harassment against the Palestinian re- 
sistance movement and its supporters, ac- 
cording to the January 27 issue of Ll- 
Hurria [Freedom], the official organ of 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

A1 Hurria reports three develop- 
ment s : 

(1) Persons suspected of being in 
sympathy with the guerrillas have been 
arrested in southern Lebanon and the 

Baquaa' region. A1 Fatah is one of the 
targets. 

to cut off food supplies to the areas 
where the Feda'yeen guerrillas are as- 
sumed to have bases. 

( 3 )  The Palestinian leftist writer 
Naji 'Allush was ordered deported. In the 
cultural field, he is known as a defender 
and supporter of the resistance movement. 

ment is seeking to curtail news about its 
campaign which might meet with a hostile 
public response. 

liquidate the guerrillas by stages while 
a public show is put on of supporting the 
Palestinian resistance movement. 

(2) The government is attempting 

In addition to this, the govern- 

Evidently the plan is to quietly 
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BRING THE CAGED LIONS BACK HOME 

The February issue of Atlas maga- feelings one b i t ,  I ' m  just  t e l l ing  you 
that  I know what i s  going tkrough the i r  
minds...There they are fighting an a i m -  
l e s s  war i n  a foreign land where they 
aren ' t  wanted ... Deep down inside, I think 
it  would be best i f  stars l ike me stayed 
home and the Government sent off troupes 

r e l i e f ,  not more frustration." 

you could ship them back home t o  the 
caged lionesses. Less frustrating. More 

zine published the following item concern- 
ing the problem it can sometimes be t o  
entertain the American troops i n  Vietnam: 

"Raquel Welch, the reigning sex 
goddess who helped Bob Hope entertain i n  
Vietnam, i s  quoted i n  the Hong Kong Far of prosti tutes instead. After all, when 
Eastern Economic Review, of a l l  places, you get r ight  down t o  i t ,  those boys w a n t  
as making a plea fo r  sex-starved G . I . ' s :  

"'Sending g i r l s  l ike me t o  Vietnam O r ,  when you get r ight down t o  i t ,  
t o  entertain the troops i s  l ike teasing a 
caged l ion with a piece of raw meat...I'm 
not c r i t i c iz ing  our  boys' thoughts o r  moral. 

4.000 DOCMRS STRII(E FOR HIGHER PAY I N  V W Z U E L A  

Some 4,000 doctors i n  62 hospitals i s t r y ' s  departments. The government said 
under the Ministry of Health i n  Venezuela that as public functionaries, doctors had 
went on s t r ike  February 4, demanding a no right t o  s t r ike.  Lisandro Latuff, head 
salary increase and the r ight  t o  partici-  of the Federation of Doctors, replied 
pate i n  planning and modernizing the min- that the s t r ike  would continue u n t i l  won. 
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