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U.S.  CONTINUES VIETNAM WAR AS DELEGATIONS MEET IN PARIS 

The Saigon delegation, headed by 
Hitler's admirer Nguyen Cao Ky as "su- 
preme adviser," finally arrived in Paris 
December 8 to participate in the Vietnam 
negotiations. 

Ky announced upon landing that he 
thought the prospects for a favorable 
outcome were good. "I am an optimist , I 1  he 
explained; "an aviator has to be, even 
when the engine is failing." 

It was widely speculated that Ky 
would seek to scuttle the talks or to 
drag them out until after the inaugura- 
tion of Nixon, who, he hopes, will resume 
escalation of the war. 

Thus he responded to a crowd of 
supporters who shouted "Free Hanoi!" on 
his arrival: "You speak of the liberation 
of Hanoi. I am ready." 

ings" that had caused the delay in arriv- 
al of the Saigon delegation, Ky said they 
were due to his compatriots' lack of fa- 
cility with the English language and to 
Harriman's "trouble with his ears." Ave- 
re11 Harriman, as chief American negoti- 
ator, has spoken for Johnson in the Paris 
preliminaries. 

scheduled to begin November 6. Ky and 
Thieu boycotted the gathering, compelling 
the Johnson administration to postpone it. 
The Saigon puppets argued over such de- 
tails as the sitting arrangements wheth- 
er the delegations should sit at a two- 
sided table, and so on. 

The American publicity experts are 
now trying to draw a veil over this chap- 
ter and charge Hanoi with responsibility 
for raising such questions. 

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
is represented by Xuan Thuy. The National 
Liberation Front sent a delegation headed 
byMadameNguyen Thi Binh. She is a member 
of the NLF Central Committee and vice- 
president of the South Vietnam Women's 
Liberation Union. These two delegations 
represent the majority of the people of 
both North and South Vietnam. 

Asked about the "misunderstand- 

The conference was originally 

The New York Times reported Decem- 
ber 8 that "it seems that up to the last 
moment there was a scramble among members 
of the South Vietnamese regime to get on 
the special Air Vietnam jet plane" sched- 
uled to go to Paris. The advance men "do 
not try to hide their delight at being in 
Paris..." Why they love gay Paree is no 
mystery. "The sojourn of the group will 
cost, according to unofficial estimates, 
as much as $10,000 a day in rentals for 
offices, homes and limousines, living 

1 I J ' i  

MADAME NGUYEN THI BINH 

allowances and entertainment funds." 

on. The American military command sent 
forces ranging over the countryside in 
South Vietnam in murderous operations. 
This led to many American casualties as 
the local population sought to defend 
itself. 

Meanwhile in Vietnam, the war went 

Some bombing of North Vietnam con- 
tinued, too, despite the bombing "halt." 
These forays were "explained" by the Pen- 
tagon as merely part of the defense of 
manned planes flying "reconnaissance" 
over North Vietnam. 

Such flights vi.olate the sovereign- 
ty of North Vietnam. But Johnson agreed 
that "if fired upon" the spy planes could 
be protected with "suppressive fire , I '  in 
cluding rockets, cannon, and bombs. A 
high Pentagon official admitted that this 
could blow up the Paris talks, but he in- 
sisted that "we must run that risk." 
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THE REPORT ON THE POLICE RIOT AT THE DEMOCFUTIC PARTY CONVENTION 

The report of the National Commis- 
sion on Violence, made public December 1, 
caused a sensation in the U.S.  because it 
branded the attacks on peaceful demonstra- 
tors at the Democratic party convention 
in Chicago last August outrightly as "a 
police riot. If 

The report contained few surprises 
as to the facts. What was unusual was the 
readiness with which the 212-member study 
team headed by Chicago lawyer-businessman 
Daniel Taylor publicly blamed the Chicago 
police. This was a concession to the deep 
shock and outrage of millions of people 
who watched on television as police blood- 
ied the heads of demonstrators, bystand- 
ers, and newsmen. The Walker report re- 
ferred to "unrestrained and indiscrimi- 
nate police violence on many occasions." 

The incidents were too well known 
to risk a flat denial of what happened. 
Crude wardheelers like Mayor Daley tried 
such a tack, but no one took the Daley Re- 
port seriously when it declared, "The po- 
lice spoke softly and dealt gently." 

The Walker report, however, frank- 
ly admitted the weight that public expo- 
sure played in the investigators' concern 
over police brutality in Chicago and in 
future Chicagos. "And the next time the 
whole world will still be watching," their 
summary concluded. 

port, and most of the press comment on it, 
assiduously avoids is fixing the ultimate 
responsibility for the police riot. 

The actions are pictured as due to 
individual policemen who defied the or- 
ders of even their immediate superiors. 
The Walker report barely hints at the 
truth when it notes that Mayor Daley's 
"widely disseminated 'shoot to kill arson- 
ists and shoot to maim looters' order un- 
doubtedly had an effect." 

Daley's April 15 order to execute 
l'arsonists" on the spot was rightly taken 
by his cops as a license to anyone 
they regarded as disruptive oFe'law and 
order. 

What the carefully documented re- 

Officials are now looking for a 
scapegoat as low on the ladder of author- 
ity as possible, preferably a few individ- 
ual policemen. But the police violence was 
not an isolated outburst. It was repeated 
day after day in full view of the tele- 
vision cameras for nearly a week. If Daley 
was opposed to what the cops were doing he 
would have called them off. 

But Daley himself is not an inde- 
pendent force. As the political boss of 
the Democratic party in Chicago he is 

MAYOR RICHARD J . "SHOOT-TO-KILL" DALEY 

part of a much larger structure. 

police action. 

ley did anything that was wro 

Texas ranch. 
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MEXICAN STUDENTS EM) STRIKE, PROJECT NEW ACTIONE 

Striking students in all schools 
of the University of Mexico, except the 
law school, voted December 3 to return to 
classes the following d a y .  Representa- 
tives of the student strike leadership, 
the Consejo Nacional de Huelga [National 
Strike Councill, now renamed the Consejo 
Nacional de Lucha (CNL) [National Strug- 
gle Councill, declared that the struggle 
would continue in another form. 

The perspectives f o r  the phase of 
battle now opening were explained by the 
CNL at a meeting of 5,000 high-school and 
university students at the Zacatenco Poly- 
technic School on December 5. The CNL 
speakers called for reorganization of the 
strike movement into struggle committees 
as the basis of a broad independent stu- 
dent movement, which in turn would draw 
the workers, peasants, and other popular 
sectors into an all-inclusive democratic 
struggle . 

For the immediate future, the CNL 
projected a mass demonstration whose date 
is to be decided by the students. 

Also on December 5, under the old 
name, the CNH published a manifesto to the 
nation in El Dia in which it explained 
the reasons for bringing the strike to a 
close, outlined the accomplishments of , 
the student movement, and assessed the 
new situation facing it. 

turn to classes, the manifesto said, in 
view of the very real danger that the 
Diaz regime would smash tbe democratic 
structures in Mexico's schools and thus 
destroy the most important orgmizational 
centers of the broad popular and democrat- 
ic movement initiated by the students. 

The manifesto defined the student 
movement as essentially a people's move- 
ment arising within the context of the 
struggle for the economic, social, and po- 
litical liberation of the Mexican masses. 

It was considered necessary to re- 

"The student movement expressed ... 
demands ... involving a profound critique of 
the bases of the political, economic, and 
social system in which we live.. . .I1 It 
"can be assessed as an expression of the 
people's discontent and latent protest 
against the injustice they face." 

The manifesto declared that the 
student movement had welcomed participa- 
tion of "all currents struggling to in- 
crease democracy in our  country, all cur- 
rents struggling for the application of 
the Constitution and a society in which 
all OUP fellow men would be able to ex- 
press themselves and develop themselves 
fully as men and citizens. It is in this 
explicit ultimate demand that our movement 

stands on common ground with the call of 
student movements in other countries for 
a society in which man will be fully 
realized now and in the future." 

Although it had been unable to win 
its demands in the strike, the CNH listed 
the following as concrete successes: win- 
ning wide public debate on Article 145 of 
the Penal Code (which defines "social dis- 
solution" as a crime); forcing the govern- 
ment to recognize the CNH as the real rep- 
resentative of the students; forcing with- 
drawal of the troops from the university 
and the other occupied schools; defending 
the University of Mexico against the plans 
of a sector of the government to destroy 
this institution. 

In addition, the manifesto stressed, 
the student movement had set a process go- 
ing that was far more important than the 
immediate gains. It had aroused broad sec- 
tors of the population to take a critical 
look at the Mexican reality and to strug- 
gle for a solution to its evils. It had 
shown that it was possible to organize the 
masses outside the corrupt official orga- 
nizations. It had proved the organization- 
al capacity and politi-cal militancy of the 
students, their capacity t o  educate and 
organize the people to fight for basic 
changes. 

cal climate in Mexico., the manifesto said, 
the student movement must now be trans- 
formed into something much broader. 

"To be effective this organization 
can no longer rely on the students alone. 
It must also and above all depend on all 
the productive sectors of our society, 
those which by their work dominate and 
transform nature both in the cities and 
in the countryside." 

struggle it had led with an expression of 
confidence in the ultimate victory of the 
movement that had risen in the course of 
battle. It renewed its challenge to the 
corrupt, pro-imperialist Diaz regime. 

"The Mexican government must real- 
ize clearly that in view of its systemati- 
atically closing all democratic channels, 
it cannot expect the people to remain 
eternally passive and submissive. It must 
realize that its attitude toward the de- 
mands which the people are about to raise 
will be the fundamental factor determining 
the road they will take to achieve real 
democracy. But no matter what road is 
taken, every Mexican struggling f o r  democ- 
racy will act with the responsibility 
history demands of him. 

Owing to its impact on the politi- 

The CNH ended its assessment of the 

"WE WILL WIN! 
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BLACK YOUTH CONFERENCE CONDEMNS MCISM OF ENOCH POWELL 

A black youth conference of some 
1,500 persons, held in Birmingham, Eng- 
land, condemned Enoch Powell December 1 
for his racist proposals. The Conserva- 
tive Parliamentary leader has been press- 
ing for creation of a government ministry 
to deport African, Asian, and West Indian 
immigrants. 

of recent militant antiwar demonstrations 
in Britain, addressed the gathering. 

"Racism in this country is not rep- 
resented solely by M r .  Enoch Powell ," he 
said. "He is getting up and saying what 
most of those people in Parliament believe 
in private. 'I 

Besides the blatant racism of Enoch 

Tariq Ali, a Pakistani and leader 

Powell, Tariq Ali called attention to the 
"subtle paternal racism of Harold Wilson 
and Edward Heath." 

One of the main institutions pre- 
serving and fostering racist attitudes in 
Britain, said Tariq Ali, is the school 
system. 

demonstrators, organized by the Young 
Communist League, marched in front of 
Enoch Powell's house. When he came to the 
door they presented him with a three-foot 
scroll denouncing him for his "evil 
ideas. I '  

On November 24, a group of fifty 

BRITISH RACIST SPOKESMAN 

BULGARIAN AUTHORITIES PERSECUTE GREEK EXILES 

[Following the seizure of power by 
the military junta in Athens on April 21, 
1967, the Greek Communist party split into 
two, perhaps three, factions in a bitter 
dispute over responsibility for the poli- 
cies that had helped pave the way for the 
coup d'htat. The faction headed by Koligi- 
annis , which had Moscow's backing, ex- 
pelled the faction led by Partsalidis. 
(See Intercontinental Press, November 18, 
p. 1,010.) 

[The letter below, published in 
the October-November issue of the Greek 
resistance paper Antistase, reports the 
way the Bulgarian government has been 
treating leading figures among the op- 
ponents of Koligiannis living in exile 
there. 

[The translation is by Interconti- 
nental Press. 1 

* * *  
Dear Comrades: 

By its pernicious capitulationist 

and treacherous line, the Koligiannis 
clique paved the way for the fascist jun- 
ta and cast our people into new trials 
and bloody sacrifices. Now, bankrupt and 
isolated and blinded by its hatred and 
animosity, it is escalating its persecu- 
tion of the political refugees who sup- 
port Marxism. 

The overwhelming majority of the 
political refugees, expressing themselves 
in various ways, have protested and con- 
demned this persecution. But, with the 
complicity of the Bulgarian state and par- 
ty authorities, the revisionist Koligian- 
nis clique has committed another crime 
here in the People's Republic of Bulgaria 
against the honorable fighters of the 
Ethnike Antistasis [National Resistance] 
and the glorious DSE. 

On July 18-20, at the order of the 
Bulgarian national police authorities, 
the local police in a series of cities 
summoned comrades Kostos Ntelios, Khristos 
Zakharopoulos, Lakis Koukoutsis, Dionysi- 
0s Giannaris, Theodosis Ntoulgeris, Leuth- 
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erios Nikolaidis, and others whose names 
we still do not know. They ordered these 
comrades to leave Bulgaria by July 25 and 
go t o  some other country -- except the So- 
viet Union, Hungary, Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia, East Germany, and Rumania. They in- 
formed our comrades that if they did not 
obey this order, administrative measures 
would be taken. Some were threatened with 
forcible deportation to Greece if they 
did not leave Bulgarian soil. 

When some of our persecuted com- 
rades asked the representative of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist party of 
Bulgaria, who handles Greek refugee af- 
fairs, if he would go so far as to hand 
us over to the junta, he replied cynical- 
ly: "Yes, it will even come to that." 

And A. Ampatielos* did not lag be- 
hind him in cynicism and shamelessness. 
When the wives of our exiled comrades 
asked him to protest these persecutions, 
he answered: "It is of no importance if 
they expel about fifteen out of 8,000 
political refugees. 

our comrades of insulting the Bulgarian 
Without any evidence they accused 

* The foreign representative of the EDA 
[Enosis tes Demokratikes Aristeras (Union 
of the Democratic Left), the CP-dominated 
electoral front], who appears to support 
the Partsalidis faction in the divided 
Greek CP. 

state and party authorities. Despite our 
comrades' insistence, they refused to give 
them a written expulsion order. They also 
decreed expulsion of our comrades Nikos 
Tsolakidis, Georgios Anagnostos, and 
others, who were exiled in March 1967. 

to comply with this order. A s  soon as the 
brief time they were given elapsed, the 
police arrested them and exiled them in 
various isolated, remote, and almost un- 
inhabited villages in Bulgaria where they 
cannot find work o r  even buy food if they 
have money. It should be noted that some 
of our exiled comrades are invalids suf- 
fering from serious chronic illnesses 
whose lives have been placed in danger. 

All the comrades involved refused 

We denounce this abominable crime 
before all the exiled Greek fighters who 
live in the socialist countries, before 
all Greeks living abroad, and before the 
entire Greek people. We call on them to 
raise their voices to demand the immedi- 
ate release of all o u r  comrades. 

Stop all the persecution of polit- 
ical refugees. Stop the outside interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of the KKE 
[Kommounistiko Koma tes Ellados -- Commu- 
nist party of Greece]. 

Assured of y o u  help, we thank you 
in advance. 

August 1, 1968 

95 SOVIET INTELLECTUALS DEMAND FREEDOM FOR PAVEL LITVINOV ANT) LARISA DANIEL 

Ninety-five Soviet intellectuals, 
including the well-known author Viktor P. 
Nekrasov, sent a letter to the Supreme So- 
viet December l protesting the trial of 
Pavel Litvinov and Larisa Bogoraz-Daniel 
for having demonstrated against the inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia. Copies of the let- 
ter were sent to Izvestia and to Sovetska- 
ya Rossiys, the paper of the Russian Re- 
public. The letter said: 

"Citizens, members of the Supreme 
Soviet. We do not talk about the flagrant 
violations of trial procedure committed 
in court and during the pretrial investi- 
gation. We talk about something more im- 
portant -- civil rights guaranteed by the 
Soviet Constitution that have been violat- 
ed, freedom of speech and freedom of dem- 
onstration. Your duty is to defend those 
freedoms. That is why we address our- 
selves to you and ask you to play your 
part -- to insist that the verdict be re- 
scinded and the proceedings expunged from 
the record in view of the fact that no 
crime has been committed." 

Nekrasov, 57, has been a member of 

the Communist party since 1944. He re- 
ceived a Stalin prize in 1947 for his nov- 
el, In the Trenches of Staling-. 

Litvinov and Larisa Daniel, along 
with Konstantin Babitslq, are in prison 
in Moscow awaiting deportation to places 
of exile. Two others who took part in the 
brief demonstration in Red Square were 
sentenced to terms in labor camps in the 
trial which concluded October 11. 

According to press reports, Pavel 
Litvinov must serve hi.s five-year exile 
either in the Krasnoyarsk territory in 
eastern Siberia, o r  in the Arkhangelsk 
district, the northernmost part of the 
European Soviet Union. Larisa Daniel 
has apparently not been told her place of 
exile. Her husband, imprisoned writer Yu- 
li Daniel, is serving his third year at 
hard labor and is reportedly in poor 
he a1 th . 

Other signers of the protest let- 
ter included Igor Kavsha, a film actor 
who has often played the role of Karl 
Marx, and Mariya Yudinna, a pianist. 
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UNION CONGRESS CONSIDERS CHILE'S ECONOMIC PLIGBP 

Santiago de Chile 

NOVEMBER 30 -- The Fifth National 
Congress of the CUT [Central Unica de Tra- 
bajadores de Chile -- United Labor Federa- 
tion of Chile1 was held November 20-24. 
It was attended by 2,950 delegates from 
labor, peasant, and white-collar unions. 

The delegates met in the context 
of a national situation dominated by eco- 
nomic decline and an upsurge of the labor, 
peasant, and student movements. 

The economic decline, which began 
in 1967, sharpened in 1968. The income 
from copper -- Chile's principal export 
which provides 66% of the country's for- 
eign exchange -- dropped by $10,000,000, 
since copper production has not risen and 

CHAMPIONS I t  TRADE-UNION PARALLELISM I' 

Valdbs 

the price has stayed at s.48 a pound am€ 
is tending to decline because of the per- 
spective of peace in Vietnam. The economic 
growth rate, which was 5.999 in 1966, has 
dropped to 2%. Industrial production, 
which had grown at a rate of 7.5% annually 
in the period 1957-1966, showed an in- 
crease of only 2.2% in 1968, less than 
the growth in the basic needs of the popu- 
lation. 

The drought which afflicted the 
country this year aggravated the situa- 
tion. The government will have to spend 
$200,0OO,OOO on importing foodstuffs -- 
$80,000,000 more than last year. The lack 
of water also resulted in a decrease in 
electric power. A s  a result, the consump- 
tion of steel and cement dropped. 

So far this year, inflation verges 
on 30%, which contrasts with the 1007 pro- 
vided for in the plans of the Christian 
Democratic government. 

Layoffs have increased both in the 
cities and the countryside. But the unem- 
ployment statistics do not take into ac- 
count underemployment and the fact that 
some factories are working one day less 
a week and sometimes even four hours less 
a day. 

this situation by contracting foreign 
loans. Last month the U.S. granted $110,- 
000,000, France $40,000,000. 

of a general economic crisis of extreme 
gravity, nor do I seek to depict the 
Chilean economic situation as catastrophic. 
What I want to show is that the 1965-66 

The government has tried to mitigate 

Overall, however, we cannot speak 

economic peak has passed, that stagnation 
and subsequently an ever more acute weak- 
ening in the economy has set in, and that 
the outlook is for a sharpening economic 
decline. 

Since the end of 1967, the labor, 
peasant and student movements have been on 
the rise. Manifestations of this included 
the general strike of November 28, 1967, 
the prolonged and militant strikes of the 
teachers, the postal and telegraph work- 
ers, and some textile factories and found- 
ries, etc. The rising tempo of the 
Chilean workers movement is part of the 
general process of reviving urban strug- 
gles in Latin America (Uruguay, Mexico, 
Brazil), which have put the guerrilla 
struggles in a new context. 

The ascent of the workers movement 
in Chile can lead to a prerevolutionary 
situation. The workers are at least ready 
to struggle to restore what they have 



lost through inflation. 

Thus, the Fifth National Congress 
of the CUT came at a propitious time to 
plan a united struggle of all the workers 
in both the public and private sectors. 
However, the Communist party union bureau- 
crats, in collusion with their Christian 
Democrat and Radical party counterparts, 
avoided making any declarations tending 
in that direction. 

In spite of all its weaknesses, the 
CUT congress consolidated trade-union uni- 
ty and was a defeat for the Frei govern- 
ment. Ever since it came to power, this 
government has been trying to divide the 
workers movement through the formula of 
"trade-union parallelism," meaning the 
existence of several union federations, 
several metal workers or textile workers 
unions, etc., and even several unions 
within the same plant. 

The defeat of the government and 
its "trade-union parallelism" was so 
crushing that even the Christian Democrat- 
ic workers, peasants, and white-collar 
workers attended the CUT congress. An im- 
portant resolution was passed at the CUT 
congress to avert trade-union fragmenta- 
tion and fight for united industrial 
unions. 

In Commission No. 1, which consid- 
ered the report of the CUT National Board, 
the Socialist and MIR [Movimiento de la 
Izquierda Revolucionaria -- Movement of 
the Revolutionary Left1 delegates managed 
to win rejection of the reformist report 
presented by the outgoing leadership of 
CUT presided over by Luis Figueroa of the 
CP. The delegates who criticized this re- 
port published a "brief which in its gen- 
eral lines argued for the integration of 
CUT into the revolutionary movement." (EJ 
Mercurio, November 25, 1968.) However, 
the brief was rejected at the plenary ses- 
sion by a majority made up of CP delegates 
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In Commission No. 5 (on "Structural 
Changes"), the "noncapitalist road of de- 
velopment" was discussed. The CP included 
this point in the congress call to gain 
the support of the Christian Democrats, 
the authors of this new terminology, whose 
objective is to obscure the struggle for 
socialism and set the stage for a popular 
front in Chile. One might wonder what 
kind of "noncapitalist" regime there is 
that is not socialist. 

Some months ago, the CP began a 
campaign to achieve a bloc with the Radi- 
cals and "left" Christian Democrats for 
the 1970 presidential elections. This cam- 
paign reached its height in recent weeks 
with J. Chonchol's resignation from his 
government post in the Corporaci6n de Re- 
forma Agraria [Agrarian Reform Corpora- 
tion]. Chonchol, who was the one who 
pushed the agrarian reform the hardest 

and was the target of the strongest at- 
tacks from the landlo:cds, became the lead- 
er of the "rebel" wing of the Christian 
Democracy. 

A crisis has begun in the govern- 
ment party. There is a "right" wing which 
supports Frei, a "centrist" wing lead by 
Tomic (who aspires to become Frei's suc- 
cessor), and the "rebels," who are seek- 
ing a turn to the "left ," in the form of 
an alliance yith FRAP [Frente Revolucion- 
ario de Accion Popular -- Revolutionary 
Front of People's Action -- an alliance 
of the Communist, Socialist and Radical 
parties]. The CP is favorable to such an 
alliance but there arc? strong pro-Castro- 
ist sectors in the Socialist party which 
oppose this new version of the popular 
front . 

Participating for the first time 
in a CUT congress, the MIR managed to get 
some delegates seated in spite of the ob- 
stacles put up by the trade-union bureau- 
cracy. On the night the CUT congress 
opened, some MIR leaders -- including 
Patricio Figueroa -- and a health workers 
union delegate to the congress (Norman 
Gamboa) were arrested by the Policia de 
Investigaciones [Investigation Police -- 
the political police]. 

They were arrested while trans- 
porting MIR literature for the CUT con- 
gress. This seizure of' the team respon- 
sible for orienting and directing the 
MIR delegates to Congress led the ar- 
rested leaders ' lawyer, Jaime Faivovich, 
to say that it would not be surprising 
if the union bureaucrats had betrayed 
the MIR leaders to the police. 

On November 24 elections were held 
to the Directiva Nacional [National Board1 
of the CUT. Each delegate cast a vote 
equal to the number of union members he 
represented. The result was the following: 
CP, 134,250 votes; Socialist party, 63,818; 
Christian Democrats, 4.0,165; Radical party, 
23,825; Uni6n Socialista Popular [People's 
Socialist Union], 11,511; and the MIR, 
4,667. 

This outcome showed that the CP had 
strengthened its control of the organized 
workers movement; that Socialist strength 
had decreased, although not by much; and 
that the Radicals and Christian Democrats 
had held their own, although the Christian 
Democrats could have registered more 
weight by bringing in their peasant and 
white-collar unions. But the results also 
showed that for the first time the MIR had 
emerged as a national force in the workers 
and peasants movement, although still a 
weak one, and thus shattered the myth that 
the MIR is only a student group. 

The Fifth Congress of the CUT did 
not decide on a plan of struggle. However, 
at the end of this year and early in 1963 
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the unions will initiate a struggle for 
wage and salary increases. And the mili- 
tancy of these struggles may lead to new 
land and factory occupations. 

left are seeking to divert this rise in 
the struggle of the masses into electoral 
channels, because there are parliamentary 
elections in March 1969 and presidential 
elections in 1970. On the other hand, it 
is not excluded that the Partido Nacional 
[National party -- the party of the right1 
and the bourgeoisie will try to halt the 
upsurge of the masses by a military coup 
o r  a palace revolution. The bourgeois, 
pro-imperialist daily papers are openly 
pressuring the government to take a "hard 
line" with the workers movement and to 
use repressive measures against the MIR. 

The traditional parties of the 

The immediate task of the Chilean 
revolutionary Marxists is to combine meth- 
ods of clandestine struggle with partici- 
pation in the present struggles of the 
masses of workers and peasants. The rev- 
olutionq Marxists must advance this up- 
turn in the workers struggle through a 
"unified list of nationwide demands" 
which will bring together the workers, 
peasants, and white-collar employees in 
both the public and private sectors in 
a united struggle. 

If the crisis of the traditional 
left parties accelerates, if the revolu- 
tionary left emerges strengthened from 
this process, Chile will be no exception 
in Latin America with regard to initia- 
tion of the process of armed struggle. 

STUDEXTT ELECTIONS IN CHILE SHOW SHIFT TO T€E LEFT 

Santiago de Chile 

The returns in the November elec- 
tions for the FECH [Federacih de Estu- 
diantes de Chile -- Student Federation of 
Chile] in Santiago were as follows: 

1967 1968 

Christian Democrats 6,191 5,633 
Communist party 3,412 3,177 
Socialist party and MIR 1,965 
Socialist party 1,687 

National party (rightist) 944 1,533 
MIR 1,260 

Radical party 1,136 710 

These returns show that Christian 
Democratic strength in the student move- 
ment is continuing to decline slightly. 
The CP lost votes and a representative. 
The same holds true for the Radical party 
[petty-bourgeois liberals]. 

advance of the MIR [Movimiento de la Iz- 
quierda Revolucionaria -- Movement of the 
Revolutionary Left1 and the SP. Together 
in 1967 they got 1,965 votes. Running 
separately this year, they gained almost 
a thousand votes. For the first time, the 
MIR won representation in the leadership 
of the FECH. From 465 votes in 1966, the 
MIR tripled its vote in only two years. 
And this despite the fact that about 300 
MIR votes were stolen from the ballot 
boxes. A survey shows that the MIR won an 
absolute majority in the departments of 
sociology and psychology. In the Medical 
Center, the SP and MIR won a majority. 

The favorable vote for the MIR is 
a result of the radicalization of the 
students and workers in the country. It 
is also a tribute to the MIR's activity 
in the struggle for university reforms, 

The most notable feature was the 

its work in support of socialist Cuba, 
the Latin-American guerrillas and Che 
Guevara, and the active solidarity which 
the members of MIR and the SP extended to 
the peasants who occupied land on the 
rural estates. These students fought 
street battles against the police who re- 
pressed the peasants of the Fundo San 
Miguel CSan Miguel Estate1 last summer. 

The returns in the elections for 
the Federaci6n de Estudiantes de Concep- 
ci6n [FECl were as follows: 

1967 1968 

MIR and SP 1,270 1,309 
Christian Democrats 1,060 1,188 
Radical party 527 411 
Communist party 257 343 
National party 327 

- -  

A MIR member, Compa5ero Nelson 
Gutikrrez, was elected chairman of the 
FEC. Three members of the MIR, one Social- 
ist, three Christian Democrats, and one 
Radical were elected to the Council. The 
Communists failed to elect anyone. 

Thus the MIR, which won 744 votes 
in 1966, managed for the second time -- 
together with the Socialists who got 320 
votes this year -- to displace the Chris- 
tian Democrats from the leadership of the 
student movement in Concepci6n, the sec- 
ond largest industrial city in Chile. 

The MIR's rise in the student move- 
ment was also reflected in other provinces, 
such as Valparaiso, Nuble, Temuco, Anto- 
fagasta, Coquimbo, etc. Besides its suc- 
cesses among the university students, the 
MIR also won important victories among 
the high-school, afternoon, and night 
students. 
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From Czechoslovakia 

THE PRAGm CLUB:S PROGRAM FOR SOCIALIST DETIOCRACT 

[The following document is of spe- 
cial interest for what it shows about the 
nature of the opposition currents in 
Czechoslovakia which so alarmed the Krem- 
l i n  and led the Soviet bureaucracy to de- 
cide to invade and occupy the country. 
After reading it, one can better appreci- 
ate why Moscow made reestablishment and 
maintenance of the censorship in Czecho- 
slovakia one of its main preoccupations. 
The talk in Czechoslovakia about social- 
ist democracy, not to mention the actions 
in that direction, constituted a deadly 
political danger to the parasitic bureau- 
cratic caste in the Soviet Union, as one 
can judge from items like this. If a pro- 
gram such as is expressed in the document 
were to gain the ascendancy in Czechoslo- 
vakia, it could not be confined to that 
country. It would leap the frontiers into 
the other workers states, above all, the 
Soviet Union, giving tremendous impulsion 
to the forces there which are already 
challenging the bureaucracy's monopoly of 
political power and demanding a return to 
the socialist democracy of Lenin's time. 

[The document was prepared by mem- 
bers of the Prague Club, a left Communist 
grouping, for presentation to the Czecho- 
slovak Communist party congress scheduled 
to open last September 9. Because of the 
Soviet invasion, the document was, of 
course, never published in Czechoslovakia. 
A copy, however, was given to a visiting 
member of the editorial board of Was Tun 
(What Is to Be Done?), the publication of 
a group in the West German SDS (Sozialis- 
tische Deutscher Studentenbund -- Social- 
ist German Student Union), and Was Tun 
printed it in its August-September issue. 

by Intercontinental Press.] 
[The translation into English is 

* * *  

The frequent reproaches against 
the so-called ultraleft are aimed at the 
activists who have formed the Prague Club. 
This association of the Marxist-Leninist 
left was constituted as proposed in a call 
published May 11 in Rud6 Prkvo. The Prague 
Club has set itself the goal of publishing 
its view for the first time. Zbyngk Fi5er 
was asked to draw up a draft after a pre- 
liminary discussion. The final version is 
the collectfve product of the Prague Club. 
After the new law on freedom of associ- 
ation is passed, those taking part in for- 
mulating this document,and those who have 
accepted it as the basis of their polit- 
ical activity,project forming a union of 
the left. This plan has already evoked a 
sympathetic response throughout the repub- 
lic. 

This document was written to be 
sent to the delegates to the next party 
congress. It is the product of the col- 
lective work of fifty citizens of Prague, 
80 percent of whom are party members. 

* * *  

Socialism is the product of the 
revolutionary victory of the working 
class and its allies. It cannot be 
achieved without such a victory. It can- 
not arise through a gradual overcoming 
of capitalism. The transition to social- 
ism is possible only along the road of 
revolution and through. the means called 
for by the conditions of each country. 
Even after the victory of the socialist 
revolution, class lines, class analysis, 
and the question of class loyalty cannot 
be neglected or denied. This implies par- 
tisanship for the interests of the revo- 
lutionary class and the revolutionary 
movement. Without such partisanship 
based on Marxist analysis, an originally 
revolutionary movement will lose its rev- 
olutionary content and a workers party 
will cease to be an instrument of revolu- 
tionary class struggle. Its progress to- 
ward communism will come to a halt. A 
hundred years of history in the workers 
movement have shown us this unequivocal- 
ly. 

Socialism does not mean that a 
classless society has already been 
achieved. It is not free from conflicts. 
Contradictions exist among the people 
which are not socially conditioned, 
which are the result of the dialectical 
relationships in the division of labor 
(it should be noted here that this divi- 
sion of labor cannot be abolished today). 
Alongside these, socially conditioned 
contradictions can arise. However, the 
false theosy that the class struggle 
sharpens in the phase of building social- 
ism must not be confused with scientific 
Marxist analysis, which shows that the 
class struggle continues even while so- 
cialism is being built, primarily because 
the world revolution has not yet been com- 
pleted and imperialism defeated. 

In the socialist phase, when pri- 
vate ownership of the means of production 
has already been abolished, the class 
struggle no longer operates at the basic 
level, but at the superstructural level, 
and there most of all in the sphere of 
ideology. In the economic infrastructure 
that develops after the revolutionary 
conquest of power, where there is no 
longer any private ownership of the means 
of production, conditions are not auto- 
matically established which would preclude 
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and its organs die away as the economic 
base develops toward creating the condi- 
tions for communism, and as the danger 
of foreign intervention fades. 

4 
NOVOTNY -- COULDN'T KEEP TKE LID DOWN 

the reappearance of the special problems 
and expressions of the class struggle. The 
epoch of socialism is characterized by the 
subsistence of many remnants of the old 
class society within the context of the 
development of new laws pointing toward a 
classless society. 

fact that in the socialist phase the eco- 
nomic infrastructure of society is not 
yet sufficiently developed to permit dis- 
tribution of the social product according 
to need rather than according to work. 
From this follows the necessity -- primar- 
ily, the economic necessity -- of main- 
taining constraints to compel people to 

bor, and an organizational structure that 
assures continuation of production,al- 
though along with the old norms of dis- 
tributing the social product. The state 

This is the natural result of the 

* work, of maintaining the division of la- 

Under these conditions, when for- 
mal nationalized ownership -- which is 
really only state ownership -- takes the 
place of socialist ownership under the 
control of the actual producers, the pre- 
conditions are created for a perversion 
of the system. Those social groups com- 
manding the nationalized means of produc- 
tion -- the party bureaucracy, and 
possibly the economic-technocratic plant 
managers and the top layer of the intel- 
ligentsia -- can move away from the con- 
crete interests and social goals of the 
producers and finally turn against them 
as manipulators, monopolistic employers, 
and social managers. 

By this course, these social group- 
ings mock the principles of socialist 
democracy and more or less consciously 
direct the development of social organi- 
zation toward reestablishment of a class 
structure where the fundamental social 
contradictions of class society would re- 
appear. 

phase there is constant danger that class 
relationships will be reestablished in so- 
ciety. Under certain conditions, this dan- 
ger can mount abruptly. It can be coun- 
tered only by maintaining a class perspec- 
tive. Forgetting this criterion, or deny- 
ing its primary importance, ideologically 
disarms socialist society, the workers 
and their revolutionary party. And after 
a certain time the results of this can 
become disastrous. 

Thus, during the entire socialist 

If we want to forestall the threat 
of a reestablishment of class relation- 
ships, which exists throughout the social- 
ist stage, then we must logically follow 
Marx's conception that socialism means 
permanent revolution. Marx greatly empha- 
sized the point that in distinction to 
all previous revolutions, the proletarian 
socialist revolution is inherently a per- 
manent revolution, a process which cannot 
stop at any definite level where someone 
declares from above that the revolution 
is ended. If socialism is not understood 
and pursued in the form of such a process, 
as a continually self-revolutionizing pro- 
cess, then that means that its specific 
law has not been respected, that it will 
be distorted, and finally perverted. It 
is equally important for the practical 
development of socialism to set short- 
term goals -- in harmony with the end goal 
-- to be achieved and controlled directly 
by the masses of the people. 

Marx stressed the idea that it was 
inevitable that the socialist revolution 
would continue for several generations 
because it was impossible to achieve a 
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classless society with the burden of ideo- 
logical, moral, and cultural patterns, 
with the habits and prejudices formed and 
"cultivated" over thousands of years and 
imbedded in the consciousness of men in 
the present class society. 

cessity of carrying on an ideological 
struggle during the socialist phase. 0th- 
erwise, the working class and the whole 
of socialist society would remain ideo- 
logically, morally, and culturally at the 
bourgeois level. Neglecting these lessons 
drawn by Marx would help to revive the 
worst forms of the old bourgeois-mental- 
ity. According to these attitudes man is 
a manipulated and consuming being, a view 
that corresponds to the social development 
goals of the current bourgeois ideologues. 
But in reality this being represents only 
a caricature of man who, in relation to 
himself, society, and nature, is profound- 
ly dehumanized. 

the socialist system is to guarantee, 
along with a constantly rising standard 
of living, a continual lifting of the 
ideological, moral, and cultural levels 
and a continual increase in revolutionary 
activity as the basis of the life style 
of socialist man. If the totally consump- 
tion-oriented man becomes a mass phenome- 
non in the socialist phase, that is not 
the result of inadequate education o r  the 
incapacity of the masses to learn. It is 
proof that the system has ceased to oper- 
ate according to socialist principles, 
that the leadership is neglecting the so- 

Marx stressed the fundamental ne- 

One of the fundamental tasks of 

cialist system's fundamental tasks in re- 
gard to the individual. and that it is on 
a dangerous road to a new class division. 
For the totally consumer-oriented man has 
been artificially produced by advanced 
industrialized class society. He has been 
created so that he will raise no democrat- 
ic demands, so that he will actually be 
incapable of raising such demands. 

The period of the upsurge in the 
socialist revolution in Czechoslovakia 
followed a situation in which -- under 
Novotny's leadership -.- the revolutionary 
process had slowly ground to a halt. A 
state and party bureaucracy developed 
whose often dictatorial and illegal meth- 
ods of leadership made application of the 
norms of socialist democracy impossible 
and led to a deep-going deformation of 
the socialist character of our society. 
In practice all participation by the 
broad popular masses in the development 
of the society -- either in the political 
or economic field -- was made impossible. 
Furthermore, all chance for activity o r  
initiative, which are the most important 
guarantees for the realization of social- 
ist democracy, were denied them. In prac- 
tice all such attempts were systematical- 
ly stamped out. 

Finally, the deformation of the 
socialist bases of OUT society became 
manifest in all areas of public life. 
Socialism was increasingly replaced by 
the characteristic features of state bu- 
reaucratic exploitation. 

The beginning of the process of 

"These monsters are going to die out." censored as "c ounterre,volutionary " ? Or 
This cartoon appeared in the October 8 is- would that have been an admission that the 
sue of Dikobraz [Porcupine], the Prague Stalinist bureaucracy does resemble a cer- 
satirical magazine. Should it have been tain long-extinct order of reptiles? 
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socialist restoration which came in the 
January days expressed the most important 
demands of our workers. And it is natural 
that this restoration has the full support 
of all who adhere to revolutionary and 
creative Marxism. In this process, we must 
fight for a restoration of the socialist 
character of our society and for enduring 
guarantees of the democratic and humanis- 
tic content of our socialism so that it 
can develop into a communist society. 

tion of the forces presently dominant in 
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, we 
cannot fail to perceive the existence of 
a great danger. Hidden under the surface 
of the renaissance and behind the mask of 
democratization is the possibility that 
without the masses being aware of it, the 
old power group in the state and party 
bureaucracy will be replaced by a social 
layer which already bears the typical fea- 
tures of a social class. 

If we carefully analyze the situa- 

A new class could easily result 
from a combination of the most flexible 
elements in the old state and party bu- 
reaucracy -- either the so-called progres- 
sives or the conservatives -- with the 
strongest group of the economic-technical 
managers and the intellectuals under the 
sway of the liberal anti-Novotny opposi- 
tion, whether or not they are party mem- 
bers. Such a development, the harmfulness 
of which is absolutely clear, would be no 
exception in modern history nor without 
historical precedent. 

This danger must not be underesti- 
mated. Because the problem of straighten- 
ing out our public affairs has not been 
clearly posed as a problem of rousing the 
masses and especially the working class 
to activity. The process of the rebirth 
and the first steps toward socialist 
democracy has begun with reforms from 
above and not appeals for mass activity. 

It will be said that more activity 
on the part of the workers is desired. So 
far this has gone no further than words. 
In reality, all initiative and activity 
by the working population, especially the 
working class, to put the process of 
democratization and the fate of socialist 
society in the hands of the revolutionary 
masses is still being suppressed by the 
most diverse methods. It was and is neces- 
sary for the working class to recover its 
revolutionary outlook, its revolutionary 
self-confidence, and its consciousness of 
its revolutionary role in society. In 
such a situation, the natural result of 
curbing the workers' initiative and ac- 
tivity is that small groups with a strong 
influence over public opinion and an in- 
terest in diluting the socialist character 
of our society have usurped the place of 
the working class. 

If in the coming period, one social 

strata with all the characteristics of 
a class comes to power behind the backs 
of the people, then we will not really 
have attained socialist democracy but 
lherely a liberal pseudo democracy, which 
could be no real democracy. And this 
would have very far-reaching political 
and social consequences. It is only an 
apparent paradox that many of today's 
liberals and progressives would offer 
no resistance to the outcome of such a 
democratization process -- unless the 
workers intervened. 

It is obvious, moreover, that even 
the best state-capitalist conception in 
the economic field could only conceal 
liquidation of the economic principles 
of socialism. For when state capitalism 
takes over the means of production -- no 
matter in what form -- even without turn- 
ing them over to the private sector, it 
applies capitalist principles both in 
domestic and foreign trade. 

* * *  

Thus, if socialist democracy is to 
be achieved and the socialist revolution 
deepened, it is essential that the party 
again become a revolutionary instrument 
of workers struggle. The party must again 
take the lead in the revolutionary process. 
It is imperative that it free itself from 
all the mistakes and perversions of the 
past and create effective guarantees that 
such corruption and other possible defor- 
mations will not be repeated. For these 
reasons we demand: 

1. 
(1) Consistent renewal and preser- 

vation of party democracy. Out with the 
false spokesmen of the working class! No 
key positions for careerists! Full sup- 
port to the representatives of the working 
class critically chosen by the workers. 
Careful consideration of the problem of 
replacing functionaries and elected repre- 
sentatives according to a system of rota- 
tion and according to the duration of 
their functions. 

(2) To prevent party democracy from 
remaining purely verbal, the following ef- 
fective guarantees must be incorporated in 
the party statutes: 

nizational structure to the optimum form 
of only two organizational levels -- the 
cells and the party center. 

(b) Substantial strengthening of 
the role and importance of the cells so 
they can really have a decisive influence 
in determining the party's overall policy. 

an obligation to devote themselves not to 

(a) Reduction of the party's orga- 

(c) That paid functionaries have 
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just administrative tasks but also to 
studies for the benefit of the party. Pub- 
lic and detailed accountability of the 
party apparatus. 

it must be expressly stated in the party 
statutes that it is necessary for active 
rank-and-file members, above all in the 
big industrial and agricultural enter- 
prises, to be in direct contact with each 
other so that they can compare their ex- 
periences and coordinate their activity 
-- and in the quickest and most direct 
way, without having to take any detour 
through the apparatus. 

dom of criticism for the rank and file 
and the right to form opinion groupings 
are assured. But above and beyond this, 
freedom of tendencies must be expressly 
set down in the party statutes, as well 
as the right of minorities to criticize 
majority decisions, with all that this 
entails. 

(d) It must not only be permitted, 

( 3 )  If these demands are met, free- 

(4) Publication of a national Com- 
munist daily which would be the organ of 
the rank and file in the big industrial 
and agricultural enterprises, and which 
must be complementary to the daily pub- 
lished by the Central Committee. The Marx- 
ist left inside the party must be able to 
publish its own political and cultural 
periodical. 

II. 
In order to assure democracy for 

the entire society it is essential to cre- 
ate self-management organs of the produc- 
ers. These bodies must meet the following 
specifications: 

(1) They must not be simply organs 
of economic self-management o r  consulta- 
tive organs of the factory managements. 

(2) They must, much more than this, 
express the property relations between 
the means of production and those who work 
with them, because this is the essential 
prerequisite for socialism. Therefore, 
theproducers must also control the prod- 
uct of their labor and determine its so- 
cial use so it will be used in accordance 
with the interests of socialist society 
-- that is, completely opposite to the 
form and manner in which the labor prod- 
uct is socially used in reactionary o r  
nonsocialist systems. 

A s  a first step, the initiative 
must be taken to create self-management 
organs in which the revolutionary repre- 
sentatives of the workers assume decisive 
influence. Secondly, the workers must 
form self-management organs corresponding 
to their respective conditions. And in 
the creation of these organs it should 

not be forgotten that they have a deci- 
sive and leading role to play. Thirdly, 
in order to assure that the workers in 
self-managed enterprises will have an ef- 
fective voice not o n l y  on questions with- 
in their plants but also on general qu3- 
tions concerning the entire society, the 
right to strike as well as the possibil- 
ity for creating strike funds must be 
guaranteed. It would be best for the 
unions, which in the present renaissance 
can again become the defenders of the 
workers' interests, to create these funds. 
If the unions cannot win the workers' con- 
fidence, then these funds must be collect- 
ed by other means. 

Fourthly, the separate self-manage- 
ment organs must be able to federate with 
the aim of forming a central self-manage- 
ment council. This council must be a per- 
manent organ and as such it must work in 
partnership with the government and other 
central institutions not only in economic 
questions but in all questions of general 
importance. 

must be understood as a system of social 
self-management by the producers. And the 
self-management organs must be seen as 
the first step in the creation of such a 
system, which must later replace the state 
in all its functions. However, it is ob- 
vious that the self-management organs by 
themselves are not sufficient to represent 
the interests of the working class unless 
social power is in the hands of a genuine- 
ly revolutionary party. Otherwise, these 
bodies would be nothing but powerless in- 
struments in the hands of the economic and 
technical managements qb 

Socialism on an advanced level 

111. 
The role of the National Front 

must be strengthened in the present struc- 
ture of the life of our society. In prin- 
ciple the National Front must be open to 
all organizations and groupings which ad- 
here to the program of building socialism. 
The National Front must offer all organi- 
zations the opportunity to make their 
views accessible to a broad public. From 
a comparison of various views, citizens 
can democratically choose those solutions 
which are best for building socialism. 

The National Front should also as- 
sure that the means of communication such 
as the radio and television are truly 
democratic in character to prevent them 
from expressing the views of only one 
group or a number of privileged groups. 

The chief task of the National 
Front is to guarantee freedom of the 
press, opinion, and assembly for all the 
socialist forces in our society. 
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IV. 
We demand that the party clearly 

state that the new system of economic 
management is only a first step on the 
road to the restoration and deepening of 
the socialist character of our economy. 
We demand that the party clearly declare 
that it will open up a broad discussion 
both inside and outside the party on the 
questions of future development. Such a 
discussion would create the basis for the 
development of a truly scientific Marxist- 
Leninist conception of economic develop- 
ment in the phase of transition from so- 
cialism to communism. 

V. 
In order for the party to fulfill 

its role as the workers' revolutionary 
organ of struggle and to build an advanced 
socialist society, it must strictly ob- 
serve all the principles of proletarian 
internationalism. It must consciously 
join in the ranks of the international 
revolutionary movement, contribute active- 
ly to uniting the international Communist 

movement, and support the Marxist-Leninist 
left within this movement. The party must 
make it possible for all its members and 
all the citizens of the country to take 
part in a comprehensive, public discus- 
sion of the development of the interna- 
tional revolutionary movement since 1956 
and, beyond this, of the history of the 
workers movement since 1917. 

To restore confidence in the party 
among its members, the citizens of our 
country, and above all the youth, it is 
essential to provide serious and full re- 
porting of the real situation in the rev- 
olutionary movement today. Above all we 
must have full information on matters 
about which we have had no objective news 
but only tendentious and falsified reports 
since the beginning of the Novotny regime; 
that is, on developments in the People's 
Republic of China, in Cuba, Albania, in 
the Third World, in the current European 
left, and in the USSR. Only such informa- 
tion supplied in the context of a broad 
discussion with the participation of the 
greatest possible number of activists can 
restore confidence in the party. 

\ ROME PARALYZED BY ONE-DAY GENERAL STRIKE 

Workers and students staged a twen- 
ty-four-hour general strike in the Rome 
area December 5, closing down public trans- 
portation, government offices and most 
businesses. The strikers demanded higher 
wages and an end to unemployment. 

tions swept Italy following the police 
murder of two striking agricultural work- 
ers in Sicily December 2. The Rome action, 
called by the three major labor federa- 
tions and the student movement, was the 
third one-day general strike in Italy 
since mid-November. Its organizers esti- 
mated that 1,000,000 workers took part 
out of 1,800,000 in the five-province 
area of Latium. Since the latter figure 
includes many small shopkeepers and self- 
employed persons, the strike was consid- 
ered virtually 100 percent effective. 

even taxis. Schools were closed, as were 
many government, municipal, and business 

A wave of strikes and demonstra- 

All public transportation stopped, 

offices. Mail and nonautomatic telephone 
service was cut off. No newspapers were 
published. The transportation workers, 
known for their militancy, walked off the 
job three hours before the work stoppage 
was to begin. 

During the strike an estimated 30,- 
000 workers and 5,000 students held a ral- 
ly in the Piazza of St. John's Lateran. 
Afterward thousands of studencs and many 
workers marched to the central university 
campus, stoning a police station en route. 

The previous day 20,000 persons at- 
tended the funeral of the two slain Sicil- 
ian workers in their home town of Avola 
(population 27,000), despite heavy rain. 
Unions called work stoppages and demonstra- 
tions in several cities. Workers and stu- 
dents clashed with police in Florence, 
where four police were wounded. In Naples 
demonstrators reportedly tried to break 
through lines in front of the local po- 
lice headquarters. 

STUDENTS IN MADRID STRIKE AGAINST POLICE REPRESSION 

Three-quarters of the students in nal on charges of "terrorist" activity. 
Madrid went on strike after 200 of their Three are accused of belonging to a pro- 
comrades were arrested November 29 during Cuban group called Frente Unida de Resis- 
a demonstration against the presence of tencia [United Front of Resistance]. The 
police on the campus. Ten students have other seven are charged with associating 
also been handed over to a military tribu- with illegal workers organizations. 
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ANTIWAR MARCH IN OKINAWA. The recent crash 
of a B-52 bomber on the U.S.-occupied is- 
land has sharpened popular demands for the 
return of the R y u Q u s  t o  Japan and the 
closing of U.S.  bases. These students were 
part of giant October 21 demonstrations 
involving 800,000 persons in Okinawa and 
Japan. The students held a militant rally 

in front of the U.S. Civil Administration 
Office, headquarters of the colonial gov- 
ernment. Slogans on helmets read: "Anti- 
war" and "Liberate the people of Okinawa." 
Police lined up at edge of march are in 
full "riot" gear f o r  the first time. Sev- 
eral clashes with police took place dur- 
ing the demonstration. 
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ANTIWAR ACTIONS FOLLOW CRASH OF B-52 BOMBER IN OKINAWA 

Osaka 

A U.S. B-52 bomber caught fire and 
exploded at Kadena Air Base November 19 
while taking off for a bombing mission in 
Vietnam. The base, which is the largest 
U.S. installation in the Far East, is lo- 
cated in the heart of Okinawa, although 
Kadena itself is a small town. Five Oki- 
nawans were injured when the plane's bomb 
load exploded. Blasts damaged 139 houses 
and shattered more than 200 windows. Two 
crewmen were burned when they jumped from 
the plane before it exploded. Nuclear 
weapons are stockpiled at Kadena base, 
but this plane was carrying only conven- 
tional bombs. 

swept Okinawa and Japan. The crash came 
just nine days after Okinawans overwhelm- 
ingly elected Chobyo Yara as chief execu- 
tive on a platform of withdrawal of U.S. 
bases and the return of Okinawa to Japan. 
Yara issued a statement declaring that 
the crash had turned "this fear of ours 
into reality." He reaffirmed that "We 
will demand removal to the end." 

An immediate wave of protests 

In Kadena about 8,000 workers and 
students held a protest rally the night 
of the crash. According to the Asahi Eve- 
- ning News and the Mainichi Daily News the 
participants were in an angry mood and de- 
manded the immediate withdrawal of the 
B-52's. 

The same evening, a mass rally was 
held at Umeda, Osaka, called by the So- 
cialist Youth League and the Deigo-no-kai. 

A series of demonstrations have 
been called throughout the country for 
late December aimed at military bases and 
arms plants. Organizers hope large numbers 
of workers will participate in addition to 
militant student groups. 

The student organizations have tak- 
en steps on a national scale to form 
united fronts in face of the severe gov- 
ernment repression following the massive 
antiwar demonstrations October 21. 

Another important phenomenon is 
the success of the antiwar movement in 
Osaka in cementing links with the workers 
movement. In the rest of the country, 
bureaucrats of Sohyo [General Council of 
Trade Unions of Japan1 and the Japan So- 
cialist party have declared they will no 
longer allow student organizations to 
participate in union demonstrations. This 
buckling to government pressure means a 
certain isolation for the student move- 
ment in most of Japan. But in Osaka, the 
Sohyo leadership has refused to disavow 
the student groups. 

have been organized,workshop by workshop. 
These workshop committees are called 
Shokuba-Hansen. They serve as a pole of 
attraction for militant workers and con- 
stitute a potential base in building a 
class-struggle left wing in the unions. 
The most advanced workers and student 
militants have proposed affiliating the 
workshop antiwar youth committees into 
industry-wide committees called Sanbetsu- 
Hansen. 

sisted on the primacy of neighborhood, 
community, or district committees called 
Chiku-Hansen. Groups backing this view 
include the Communist League, Chukaku, 
and Kakumaru Zengakurens. 

Because the workers act through 
their unions, and the unions are orga- 
nized by industries, the Chiku-Hansen form 
of organization tends to bypass the mass 
of workers, leaving the union bureaucrats 
unchallenged. That is not to say that dis- 
trict organization cannot play a valuable 
role if it is clearly subordinate to the 
task of winning the mass of workers orga- 
nized in the union movement. 

In Osaka antiwar youth committees 

Some student organizations have in- 

Now is the time for any vanguard 
worthy of the name to seek organizational 
solidarity with the mass of workers. How- 
ever difficult it may appear, the effort 
must be made to bring the working class 
into the antiwar movement, and ultimately 
into the revolutionary socialist movement. 

SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS VOW TO CONTINUE PROTESTS DESPITE WITCH-HUNT 

Duncan Innes, president of the Na- 
tional Union of South African Students, 
told reporters in Cape Town November 16 
that the country's fascist-like govern- 
ment was carrying on the "largest and 
most intensive witch-hunt" ever conducted 
against the student movement. In the past 
t w o  months, he said, sixty students had 
been "involved" in government reprisals 
for student demonstrations. Twenty-one 

black students were expelled from Fort 
Hare University College for Africans for 
protesting against the appointment of a 
new white rector. 

Several white students were denied 
passports or threatened with deportation. 
Innes said the demonstrations were legal 
and that "protests such as these will con- 
tinue next year." 
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WHICH ROAD FOR THE OPPOSITION IN PORTUGAL? 

By Antonio Garcia 

[The following article has been 
translated by Intercontinental Press from 
the November 30 issue of the Belgian So- 
cialist weekly, La Gauche.] 

* * *  

On May 18, 1967, five young men 
wearing sunglasses and false mustaches, 
and armed with machine guns, seized a sum 
equivalent to $1,000,000 from a branch of 
the Bank of Portugal in the wealthy sea- 
side resort of Figueira da Foz. The en- 
tire country was astounded. In fact, the 
attackers moved with a courage, speed, 
and precision which could not help but in- 
spire admiration. 

Two hours later, when the bank man- 
ager, who had been locked in the toilet 
with the rest of the personnel, managed 
to get out, his first thought was to tele- 
phone the police. The line had been cut. 
He ran to the nearest police station. 
After hearing the unfortunate manager's 
story, an irritated police official re- 
sponded: "Are you pulling my leg?" 

When the authorities were finally 
convinced of the facts, police were dis- 
patched in all directions. However, the 
attackers must have already gotten far 
away. Thus it was decided to send out a 
general alarm so that roadblocks could be 
set up, and a dragnet organized through- 
out the country to intercept the daring 
fugitives. 

They found out then that the town 
was isolated. Telephone connections with 
the rest of the country had been cut. 
There was no wgy out but to send someone 
in a car to Coimbra t o  give the alarm. 

At the same time, but with less 
luck because all the service automobiles 
had been put out of commission, the em- 
ployees at the nearby airport tried to do 
the same thing -- once they had come to. 
Their attackers had not hesitated to 
knock them unconscious to keep them from 
causing trouble. 

Not much more is known. There was 
a yacht under Dutch registration which 
put out to sea under the eyes of the com- 
placent harbor authorities in Figueira da 
Foz. The airplane was found a few days 
later in the south. It is rumored that 
the yacht picked up the sacks of money 
which were dropped into the ocean by the 
attackers in the airplane. The latter in 
turn are supposed to have met the boat a 
few hours later in the far south of the 
country. 

None of the police forces of the 

Salazar government -- including the re- 
doubtable and no less efficient political 
police (PIDE [Policia Internacional para 
a Defesa do Estado -- International Police 
for the Defense of the State]) -- had the 
slightest suspicion of what was being 
planned. Despite the immense networks of 
spies maintained by these forces to keep 
a close eye on everything that happens in 
the country, no one attracted any atten- 
tion -- neither the young couple who 
struck up a friendship with the airfield 
personnel in order to study this means of 
escape for the commando team, nor the 
hardworking student who carried his pro- 
fessional curiosity to the point of tak- 
ing an inter$& in the telephone cables 
in the region. 

However, the result was not only 
that PIDE emerged discomfited from this 
affair and a seemingly omnipotent regime 
found itself made ridiculous, with its 
mystique of invulnerability gravely com- 
promised. The Figueira da Foe holdup had 
as much of an impact on the opposition as 
on the government itself. If the govern- 
ment was shaken by it, the opposition 
organizations were no less s o ,  since their 
methods of action and organizational rou- 
tines were suddenly challenged. 

What is the makeup of this opposi- 
tion? What does it represent? What means 
does it have at its disposal? What is its 
orientation? At the present time the 'lop- 
position" to the Salazarist regime is 
divided into five basic currents or par- 
ties: the "Democratic and Social" tendency, 
the "Progressive Catholics," the Socialist 
movement, and the two Communist organiza- 
tions. 

The "Democratic and Social Group: -- the Party of Order 
Of these groups the "Democratic and 

Social" tendency is undoubtedly the least 
well-defined and most ambiguous in polit- 
ical character. No newcomer to the Portu- 
guese political scene, the tendency has 
appeared under several designations. How- 
ever, the rubric "democratic and social" 
has become a constant. It is organized 
today in the AcgBo Dhmocratica e Social 
[Social and Democratic Action]. 

fessionals, landowners, and industrial- 
ists, this party enjoys a very peculiar 
position. It is not a legal party, o r  rath- 
er it is not recognized by the authorities. 
The term "legal" is a misnomer in %he po- 
litical situation in a state of fascist 
character where the government knows no 
limits except those it chooses to impose 
on itself. On the other hand, this party 

Made up of professors, senior pro- 
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is not "illegal" either, that is, it has 
not adopted a clandestine or secret form 
of organization. 

thorities and they do not try to conceal 
their identity. Although they are closely 
watched, the adherents of the "Democratic 
and Social" tendency are tolerated every- 
where so long as they do not exceed cer- 
tain very narrow limits. Beyond these lim- 
its the police will intervene, arbitrar- 
ily of course and with total disregard 
for individual liberties but with measured 
force . 

Its members are known to the au- 

As things stand now in Portugal, 
the "Democratic and Social" tendency con- 
stitutes a quasi-legal party. Its repre- 
sentatives have even been quietly received 
by the president of the republic, Admiral 
Thomaz. He has granted them audiences so 
that they could communicate to him their 
"concern" about the cons ti tutional irregu- 
larity of the situation in Portugal, o r  
to call his attention to "actions by the 
Portuguese homeland smacking of imperial- 
ism," and other "errors which were reacted 
to only too late."* 

Virtually the sole activity of the 
"Democratic and Social" tendency consists 
of petitions addressed to the chief of 
state, the texts of which are subsequent- 
ly disseminated throughout the country in 
the form of mimeographed leaflets, and of 
the already mentioned discussions with 
the president of the republic. These peti- 
tions are generally lists of grievances 
written in deferential terms in an esoter- 
ic and elegant language adorned with Latin 
quotations and French proverbs. Altogeth- 
er, even cultivated Portuguese find them 
difficult to digest and they are totally 
incomprehensible to the man in the street. 

a demand for freedom of the press, for the 
unimpeded right to form political parties, 
for freedom of association, free elections 
on the basis of universal suffrage, and 
suggestions for certain economic measures. 
While the "Democratic and Social" tendency 
take their firmest position here, it is a 
different matter when they wave the buga- 
boo of ''Bolshevism" in front of the regime, 
which according to them will be the fear- 
ful outcome of government policy in Portu- 
gal if the liberalization measures they 
propose are not adopted. Since principled 
anti-Communism is the cornerstone and 
highest justification of the Salazarist 
dictatorship, the "Democratic and Social" 
tendency and the fascists find themselves 
in agreement on the essentials. 

What emerges from these appeals is 

* Cf. the communiquk issued to the press 
by Azevedo Gomes, Acacio de Gouveia, and 
Eduardo de Figueiredo following conversa- 
tions with Admiral America Thomaz on Feb- 
ruary 16, 1961. 

The same holds true for colonial 
affairs. When the occasion arises, the 
"Democratic and Social" group does not 
fail to invoke "the dread phenomenon of 
Angolan terrorism,"* or to offer a veiled 
apology for Portuguese colonialism, while 
taking the most intransigent position on 
the means to be employed in suppressing 
the revolt. 

By its attacks on the Communist 
party, the "Democratic and Social" tendency 
broke the agreement held tacitly for many 
years among forces in the "opposition" 
that they should not attack each other. In 
doing this .it rendered a clear service to 
the Salazar government. Such statements 
please the Salazar government, even if it 
has to pay the insignificant price of 
limiting its attacks against those who 
exercise the "right to petition" so con- 
structively. 

In following this course of action, 
AcqBo Dhmocratica has observed rules set 
more by the Salazar regime than by itself, 
thus renouncing overthrowing the estab- 
lished order. Nonetheless it stands on 
what could be called the tlopposition'sll 
minimum program. Since it is not fixed 
in this, its logic is that of ambiguity. 

Up to September when Salazar be- 
came physically incapable of ruling the 
Estado Novo [New State -- the Salazar 
equivalent of the "New Order"1, the ten- 
dency's attitude was to wait until they 
could either convince Salazar by persua- 
sion, achieving approval and even posts 
in the government; or -- if the regime 
collapsed, bringing the left and the ex- 
treme righ't into conflict -- step forward 
as the astute brokers, as the party of 
national reconciliation, which would then 
take power to avert civil war. With the 
pseudo liberalization just initiated by 
Marcelo Caetano, the old dictator's suc- 
cessor, the Portuguese "Democratic and 
Social" group seems to have already found 
its place as a legal and constructive op- 
position. 

The Catholic Opposition and the Socialists -- the Men of Good Will 
The progressive Catholic opposi- 

tion, although far from enjoying an influ- 
ence comparable to that of AcqBo Dkmocra- 
tica e Social, has made progress since 
1958 when the bishop of 0 Porto blasted 
the Salazar regime with his criticisms. 
In contrast to AcqBo Dkmocratica e So- 
cial, which has a net of committees scat- 
tered throughout the entire country, the 
Catholic opposition is a more fluid move- 
ment lacking unified structures. 

Its stand, though often in the 

* Cf. the petition addressed to the pres- 
ident of the republic on June 12, 1967. 
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style of the "Democratic and Social" 
group, has been much sharper and clearer. 
For example, in 1959 in a blistering open 
letter to Salazar, well-known Catholic 
personalities made grave accusations 
about PIDE's brutal methods. They called 
attention to the mysterious circumstances 
in the death of a worker whose body was 
found on a public road; he was in fact a 
political prisoner arrested shortly be- 
fore by the political police. 

ently made quiet progress in Catholic cir- 
cles. The government's actions show how 
strongly it feels it has to fear the 
Catholic opposition. In 1967, the police 
closed down the cultural organization 
Pragma, a cooperative for the "dissemina- 
tion of culture and for community action" 
in the spirit of the encyclical Pacem in 
Terris. Its directors were arrested, ac- 
cused by the police of spreading "subver- 
sive ideas." Vicious accusations have been 
made by the regime against "Communists who 
disguise themselves as Catholics," or 
against "Catholics who as citizens betray 
the fatherland'* andl'as believers betray 
God. I f * *  

Since then the movement has appar- 

The government's animus is all the 
greater because some elements of the Por- 
tuguese Christian Democracy have chosen 
clandestine action to develop their propa- 
ganda and organization. Their paper 
Direito Informa& [Right to Informa- 
tion] took a particularly aggressive 
stance at the time of the Pope's visit to 
Portugal. It did not even hold back from 
attacking the cult of the Virgin of Fatima 
-- a cult which the Portuguese government 
encourages for its political advantage -- 
whom they termed "Our Lady of the Cold 
War. 1' 

Nevertheless, the Portuguese pro- 
gressive Catholics have no program. For  
the time being they are only anti-Salazar- 
ists. 'That is already a great deal, above 
all if you remember that the Estado Novo 
is not far from the definition given it 
by the Belgian socialist de Brouckere -- 
"a dictatorship of the sacristy." 

several small organizations formed basi- 
cally of intellectuals, such as the Rev- 
olutionary Action Movement and Socialist 
Action, the strength of which is diffi- 
cult to assess but which for the moment ap- 
pear to be of a secondary importance. 
The conference which they recently held 
abroad, while it was rich in interesting 

The socialists are scattered in 

reports on Portuguese and international 
politics, gave little indication of the 
road they intend to follow. 

The Portuguese Communist Party -- a Structured Party 
No one in Portugal doubts that the 

Communist party is the major force oppos- 
ing the fascist regime, against which it 
stood almost alone for a long time. It 
has a large membership. The police repres- 
sion in 1965 showed what considerable num- 
bers it had just in university circles and 
how firmly anchored it was there. 

the university,which led in 1962 to a 
protest strike of the three university 
complexes in the country lasting three 
months, was due to the decisive role of 
the Communist party. After these events, 
which provoked one of the gravest crises 
the regime has yet had to face, the stu- 
dent struggle has not been able to achieve 
similar scope. However, the students re- 
main in the forefront of the resistance 
against the regime, and the Communist 
party is unquestionab1.y largely respon- 
sible for this. Furthermore, the big 
popular demonstrations in the spring of 
1962 and 1963 were essentially the work 
of the Communist party, whose influence 
among the urban and. rural workers is also 
considerable. 

In fact, the politicalization of 

At the present time, the Communist 
party is confronted wi.th such grave prob- 
lems as stepped-up repression by PIDE, 
which is depriving it of a number of 
cadres and members ; the so-called pro- 
Chinese split; and a certain internal 
dissatisfaction over its "methods of 
struggle. " 

Essentially, the party's strategy 
as indicated in the program approved by 
its Fifth Congress is summed up in eight 
basic points: (1) destzuction of the 
fascist state and the establishment of a 
democratic regime; (2) elimination of the 
power of the monopolies and promotion of 
general economic deve1,opment; (3) agrar- 
ian reform, the land t,o be given to those 
who work it; (4) improvement of the stan- 
dard of living of the working classes and 
the people in general; (5) democratiza- 
tion of education and culture; (6) libera- 
tion of Portugal from imperialism; (7) rec- 
ognition and guaranteeing of the right of 
the peoples in the Porltuguese colonies to 
immediate independence; (8) establishment 
of a policy of peace and friendship with 
all nations. 

* Cf. the speech given on July 29, 1965, 
by Castro Fernandes, the president of the 
National Union, the single party in the 
PoPtuguese one-party state. 

* *  Cf. Diario da Manha, Lisbon, August 12, 
1965 

This is the Communist party's mini- 
mum program, established in accordance 
with its analysis of the Portuguese situ- 
ation. "The fascist regime , I 1  states the 
program of the Portuguese CP, "is a ter- 
rorist dictatorship of the monopolies, 
which is associated wi.th foreign imperial- 
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ism and the big landowners. The latter 
are closely linked with and subordinated 
t o  the monopolies. The fascist govern- 
ment's policy is at bottom directed 
against the interests of all other 
classes and social strata -- the prole- 
tariat (the industrial workers and agri- 
cultural wage earners), which is the 
class hardest hit; the peasants (small 
and middle farmers); the white-collar 
workers; the urban petty bourgeoisie; 
certain sectors of the middle bourgeoi- 
sie; and the intellectuals. All these 
classes and social strata have a vital 
interest in overthrowing the fascist dic- 
tatorship. The national struggle against 
the fascist dictatorship is an antimonop- 
o l y  and anti-imperialist struggle. " 

These eight points then represent 
a concretization and summarization in the 
present context of "the great task fall- 
ing to the Portuguese proletariat and its 
party, which is, alongside its allies, to 
lead the national and democratic revolu- 
tion to victory.. . I t  

What form will this national and 
democratic revolution take? First of all, 
"the (regime's) determination to resist 
to the end by means of a terrorist policy 
makes necessary a solution involving the 
use of force with a view toward overthrow- 
ing it."* 

implemented? Since popular insurrection 
is "the culminating point of a vast and 
determined mass movement involving a suc- 
cession of strikes and demonstrations," 
the general secretary of the Portuguese 
CP writes that what is needed is "to 
raise the struggle to this higher level, 
then to increase the number of revolution- 
ary organizations, steeping their cadres 
in the revolutionary process. And at the 
opportune moment the masses must be 
helped to obtain the necessary arms in 
order to move on boldly to the violent 
forms of popular action. At that moment, 
on the basis of an organization firmly 
anchored in the popular masses and deeply 
rooted in the armed forces, we can final- 
ly decide when to launch the final assault 
on the fascist fortress, when the insur- 
rection is to break out." 

Nonetheless, some criticize the 
Portuguese CP for not giving sufficient 
consideration to the fact that fascism 
can easily crush in embryo a process 
which requires at the start a capacity 
for mobilization that the masses do not 
have, watched over as they are by the 
police. In any event, the virtual absence 
of extensive nonviolent actions by the 
masses in these last two or three years 

How will this forceful solution be 

is apt to arouse some skepticism about a 
simultaneous political and social "esca- 
lation" centered in the first case on 
broadening the unity of the "allied 
forces" and in the second starting off 
from modest demands for better wages and 
working conditions. 

There are even those in the ranks 
of the Communist party and in the periph- 
ery around its organizations who advocate 
adopting "direct action" measures aimed 
not only at starting to break down the 
regime morally and organizationally but 
also intended to give encouragement to 
the masses, whose lack of revolutionary 
perspectives can be gauged by the extent 
of legal and clandestine emigration. 

If a good many objections arise 
over the question of insurrection, the 
concept of "national and democratic rev- 
olution" is no less open to certain crit- 
icisms. At the very least this concept 
lacks clarity. The Portuguese CP proposes 
that power should first be taken by a 
IIpr ovi s i onal government including r epre- 
sentatives of the patriotic and democratic 
forces." A later meeting of a constituent 
assembly would determine the organization 
of the future regime. But the provisional 
government alone, the program of the Portu- 
guese CP stresses, "would not secure all 
the objectives of the national and demo- 
cratic revolution. 

We know what road this revolution 
is supposed to open up -- an advanced 
democracy involving in particular "the 
elimination of the most reactionary bow- 
geoisie , '' "nationalization of the basic 
sectors of the national economy," "turn- 
ing over a large part of the land to those 
who work it." We do not know, however, how 
this is ta be achieved. 

tem of alliances,extending over a broad 
spectrum from the left to the non-Sala- 
zarist forces on the right, must permit 
going through the various stages of this 
process. While it is dubious that the bour- 
geois forces of the right will support the 
idea of an insurrection by the masses, it 
is inconceivable that the "less reaction- 
ary" bourgeoisie will accept the ouster 
of the "more reactionary bourgeoisie" 
with which it has common interests, or 
that it will look  with favor on the na- 
tionalization of the basic sectors of the 
economy o r  the agrarian policy proposed 
by the CP. In these conditions, the Portu- 
guese Communist party seems to be the 
prisoner of tactics and strategy that are 
mutually exclusive. 

The Pro-Chinese Communists 
-- the Shadow of a Party 

Moreover, the CP's classical sys- 

* Cf. "Report to the Central Committee , ' I  

by the general secretary of the party, 
Alvaro Cunhal, April 1964, p. 126. 

The so-called "pro-Chinese" cur- 
rent among the Portuguese Communists 
emerged from a split in the Communist 



party which could already be considered 
to have been carried out in practice in 
1964. While violently attacking the Com- 
munist party, it has constantly sought to 
attract the membership of the CP and the 
organizations under its control. 

These dissidents argued for turn- 
ing to new methods of struggle. However, 
the organization which they launched, 
Frente da AcqBo Popular (FAP) [the Peo- 
p1.e'~ Action Front1 got off to a very 
inauspicious start. A bomb exploded in 
the home of one of its members when he 
was putting it together. This led to his 
arrest and that of a number of his com- 
rade s . 

An attempted bank robbery failed 
because of unsureness on the part of the 
squad. They were arrested. Finally, the 
noisily announced liquidaliion of a Sala- 
zar secret police spy brought on the ar- 
rest of the FAP's principal leaders and 
the virtual disintegration of its orga- 
nization inside the country. After that, 
the FAP was able to survive solely in the 
emigration and for merely a short time. 

After a rather long period rich in 
accusations and counteraccusations and 
all sorts of differences, the Portuguese 
pro-Chinese Communists decided to reorga- 
nize, setting up a movement of "Marxist- 
Leninist Committees" (MLC). This movement 
advocates armed insurrection as a means 
for taking power without having to go 
through the intermediate stage of "na- 
tional democracy" proposed by the Commu- 
nist party, which involves several polit- 
ical groupings sharing power. 

For the moment, the Marxist- 
Leninist Committees are doing, with more 
o r  less success, what they have always 
held to be an excuse advanced by the "re- 
visionist" Communist party for not engag- 
ing in immediate armed struggle -- '' win- 
ning and organizing Communists, forming 
Communist committees everywhere." This is 
being done with the perspective of launch- 
ing a "people's war" to overthrow fascism 
and the bourgeoisie simultaneously. 
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The road to follow is that of the 
"mass line." This matches the "mass ac- 
tion" supported by the Communist party 
just as "people's war" matches the lat- 
ter's "national uprising." In order to 
carry out the tasks which flow from this 
line, the MLC maintains that "no form of 
struggle should be neglected." Instead, 
all forms must be combined in accordance 
with the criterion of "revolutionary ef- 
fectiveness and education" in order to 
orient the working classes and the "inter- 
mediate classes, '' who are their allies, 
toward "the illegal and higher forms of 
political struggle and politico-military. 
struggle . " 

Despite the vituperative tone tak- 

en toward the "revisionist" Communists, 
the proposals of the MLC seem most often 
to echo the program of the Portuguese Com- 
munist party. In fact, fundamentally only 
two real points of disagreement can be 
found. The CP makes the insurrection con- 
ditional on a "ripening of the revolution- 
ary crisis," while the MLC seems to take 
the view that these conditions have al- 
ready been attained and are in a sense 
permanent. With regard to the seizure of 
power, the Portuguese CP follows a per- 
spective of creating a provisional coali- 
tion government while the MLC, in the 
last analysis, aspires to take power alone. 

In practice, the CP always turns 
toward mass actions even though they are 
usually minor and of :little significance, 
but on the other hand it shows slight in- 
clination to undertake more radical forms 
of struggle. However, the MLC is no good 
at either, limiting itself rather to pure 
propagandistic activity, primarily in 
emigre intellectual circles. The MLC press 
reflects progressive remoteness from the 
Portuguese reality. It is apt to neglect 
the struggle of the working classes so as 
to devote itself primarily to certain in- 
ternational questions or to abstract po- 
litical reflections. 

Perspectives 

The lightning attack on the Bank 
of Portugal could not help but highlight 
the weaknesses of a fragmented and hesi- 
tant opposition. The opposition had not 
yet recovered from its shock over the 
affair when on September 1 7 ,  1967, anoth- 
er commando group slipped into the head- 
quarters of the third military region and 
managed to seize a considerable stock of 
arms. 

In the meantime, the authors of 
these two strikes made themselves h o w n  
by a leaflet distributed throughout the 
country. In this statement the Liga de 
Unigo e AcqBo Revolucionaria (LUAR) 
[League for Revolutionary Unity and Ac- 
tion] declared that it was "not another 
political party wasting its energies in 
sterilewrangling or mired in sectarian- 
ism," but "an organization for action" 
open to "all those who want to destroy 
the infamous Salazar regime arms in hand." 
The LUAR rejected all political education 
as useless and condemned all polemics 
among the antifascist organizations. It 
sketched its program in a few words -- 
establishment of a democratic order; 
elimination of the "parasitism of the 
magnates"; ending the "economic and so- 
cial causes at the root of class antag- 
onism"; "organizing a more just society 
from the human point of view." 

If such a contradictory manifesto 
in the last analysis gives no hint that 
would permit a better assessment politi- 
cally of the LUAR, one thing is nonethe- 
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less certain, above a l l  if the LUAR con- 
tinues to harass the Salazarist regime 
-- the Portuguese opposition cannot con- 
tinue to exist as it has up until now. 

the left opposition will find itself 
forced to take a new look at its posi- 
tions and methods of action. It will have 
to study means for regrouping its forces. 
Unless it does so, it will risk losing 
its influence over vast sectors of the 
population as well as the confidence of 
its own members. 

In the more or less near future, 

On the other hand, since the LUAR 
does not constitute a political party and 
does not have the support of any party, 
it also runs the risk of extinction. U1- 
timately, its survival will depend on its 
ability to renew itself. But this re- 
quires a contact with the masses which is 
in contradiction to its highly secret 
character. Barring its forming a new par- 
ty, whose orientation cannot be predicted, 
the LUAR could play a useful role if it 
integrated itself in a larger whole com- 
posed of all the forces really interested 

in overthrowing the Sa1aza.r dictatorship. 
It could then take the place that really 
belongs to it and become the armed orga- 
nization of the Portuguese antifascist 
forces . 

For the time being, LUAR is pri- 
marily alpowerful corrective to the faults 
and blunders of all those who, although 
they have shown themselves capable of 
courageous struggle, are not exempt from 
a certain indecisiveness which often sinks 
into routinism. 

The great problem of the Portuguese 
opposition is that once expressed by Lenin 
in "Dare We Win?'' In short, is the Portu- 
guese resistance capable of winning? Will 
it dare to win? 

Having proved incapable of taking 
advantage of a situation as clearcut as 
that under Salazar, the Portuguese anti- 
fascists will certainly not find their 
task made any easier by the vague promises 
of liberalization coming from Marcel0 
Caetano, the new Portuguese strong man. 

RUSSELL PROTESTS IMPRISONMENT OF FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER IN PAKISTAN 

[The following statement was made to the government of Pakistan, a govern- 
by Bertrand Russell concerning the arrest ment which is prepared to use any means 
in Lahore November 13 of former Foreign to prevent his electoral success. His 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in the wake arrest raises questions both of personal 
of student demonstrations throughout liberty and of overall political freedom 
Pakistan. 1 in Pakistan. 

* * *  

The arrest and imprisonment in Pak- 
istan of former foreign minister Mr. Z.A. 
Bhutto is outrageous and in every sense 
unjustifiable. There is no reason why he 
should not be instantly released. It is 
impossible to explain this imprisonment 
with reference to any other fact than 
that he is leader of a serious opposition 

The allegation that he can be held 
in any way responsible for student unrest 
is without foundation since it is mani- 
festly obvious that unrest flows from stu- 
dents' reaction to abuses of government 
and is in no way consequent upon actions 
of Mr. Bhutto. I call upon all supporters 
of political liberty and civil rights to 
protest strongly to the Pakistani High Con- 
mission and embassies throughout the world. 

PAKISTANI STUDENTS WIN CONCESSIONS 

President Mohamad Ayub Khan an- 
nounced December 1 that he was making sev- 
eral concessions to stem student unrest 
in Pakistan. The most important of these 
gestures was elimination of a section in 
a repressive ordinance providing for for- 
feiture of degrees by students who engage 
in "subversive" activities. 

Ayub expressed the hope that his 
magnanimity would have "a good effect" 
on the campus. 

He was answered December 4 by 
striking students in Rawalpindi, the form- 

er capital of Pakistan. They issued a 
press release publicly vowing to continue 
their struggle for educational reforms 
until complete victory is won, no matter 
what the consequences. 

Agence France-Presse reported the 
same day that support for the student 
rebels had been expressed by the chairman 
of the Pakistani Association of Univer- 
sity Professors. Speaking in Lahore, he 
said that student unrest would persist 
until the educational institutions were 
made autonomous and freed from "official 
pressures. I t  
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THE REAL ISSUES IN THE NEW YORK TEACHERS STRIKE 

By Les Evans 

On November 18 the United Federa- 
tion of Teachers CU"T1 ended its third 
strike against the schools of New York 
City since the opening of the school sea- 
son in September. The basic issues were 
not settled; tension remains high; and 
the conflict could flare again at any 
time . 
but a struggle involving complex issues 
that pitted the overwhelmingly white mem- 
bership of the UFT against the black and 
Puerto Rican communities in the country's 
biggest city. The key question was, who 
shall run the ghetto schools? 

On one side stood virtually every 
black organization from the most militant 
to the most conservative. On the other 
stood the 55,000 teachers of the largest 
union local in the United States. Allied 
with them for the first time was the Coun- 
cil of Supervisory Associations, repre- 
senting school administrators, principals 
and superintendents. 

President Albert Shanker, claimed that 
what was at stake was the right of teach- 
ers to "due process" in hiring and trans- 
fer procedure and freedom from "intimida- 
tion" by hostile school administrations. 
The union aimed its blows, however, not 
at the central Board of Education but at 
the local governing boards of three exper- 
imental school districts set up in 1967 
under the rubric of "decentralization" as 
a concession to the growing demand for 
black control of the black communities. 
The three districts, the Intermediate 
School 201 complex in Harlem, the Ocean 
Hill-Brownsville district in Brooklyn, 
and a similar project in Manhattan's mul- 
tiracial Lower East Side, were opposed by 
the UFT from the time they were created. 

The immediate issue in the strike 
was Shanker's claim that ten teachers had 
been "fired" from the Ocean Hill-Browns- 
ville schools last May. These ten [origi- 
nally nineteen, but some voluntarily 
transferred to other schoolsl, he said, 
were the victims of black "extremists" 
and "vigilantes" who had infiltrated the 
local governing board, bent on driving 
white teachers out of ghetto schools. 

This was no ordinary strike action, 

The union bureaucracy, led by UFT 

On September 9 the UFT struck, de- 
manding the reinstatement of the ten 
teachers and "job protection" for more 
than 100 others who had walked off the 
job in Ocean Hill-Brownsville last May 
in support of the original ten. 

won an order from the Board of Education 
After a two-day strike the union 

for the reinstatement of the ten. When 
blayk parents, angered by this, refused 
to allow the "ousted" teachers to enter 
the ' schools, the UFT held the governing 
boah responsible and struck again, add- 
ing a new demand -- suspension of the 
board. 

Under a temporary agreement, the 
schools were reopened September 30 only 
to be closed again October 14 when Shank- 
er failed to win sanctions against the 
Ocean Hill-Brownsville sector. 

The real source of the conflict 
was the steady deterioration in the quali- 
ty of the education available to black 
and Puerto Rican children. Their parents 
demanded the right to control the schools 
in order to improve them. 

stitute 52 percent of all the students in 
New York's public schools. A full-page ad 
inserted in the October 11 New York Times 
by the Urban League, the most conserva- 
tive of the major black organizations, de- 
clared: 

Black and Puerto Rican youth con- 

"In Negro and Puerto Rican school 
districts, education has all but ceased. 
The average high school graduate* in 
these districts cannot read at the eighth 
grade level.... 

"Negro and Puerto Rican schools 
are physically the most decrepit in the 
system. The teachers in these schools are 
dramatically less experienced than the 
ones in the predominantly white schools." 

In an ad in the December 2 mew 
York Times, the Urban Coalition, a pre- 
dominantly white, private "antipoverty" 
agency,provided the following figures 
on what this racist educational structure 
means. 

Eighty-five percent of the children 
in Harlem are a year behin& in their read- 
ing; 80 percent of black and Puerto Rican 
high-school students drop out before 
graduating; less than 2 percent of the 
high-school graduates in East Harlem get 
an academic diploma --- a requirement to 
enter most colleges. 

The response of the bureaucracy of 

* In most U.S. cities children begin 
school when they are five. A year of 
kindergarten is followed by six years 
(grades) of grammar school. Grades 
7 through 9 are junior high school. 
High school consists of grades 10 through 
12. 



the teachers union to this situation has of Shanker's position by would-be revolu- 
been to blame the children, not the rac- tionists is the end result of trade-union 
ist system. A major demand of the UFT fetishism and incapacity to grasp the dy- 
strike in September 1967 was to remove namics of the black struggle. 
so-called disruptive children from classes. 
The black community rightly looked on this 
as an attack on their children who were 
being used as scapegoats. 

struggle for local control of the schools. 
School decentralization in the black ghet- 
tos is a step toward the exercise of self- 
determination. At a minimum it means plac- 
ing millions of dollars in funds raised 
from the ghettos through taxation into 
the hands of black representatives to 
build, equip, staff and maintain ghetto 
schools. It is here that the trend of the 
teachers union -- as well as other crafts, 
such as the building trades -- toward be- 
coming an all-white job trust brings the 
union bureaucracy and sections of the 
rank-and-file membership into head-on col- 
lision with the rightful aspirations of 
black people. Of New York's 60,000 teach- 
ers, only 8.8 percent are black. 

From the outset the UFT leadership 
has been a vociferous opponent of all 
plans for decentralization, frightening 
white teachers with visions of locally 
elected black school boards firing whites 
and replacing them with blacks. The UFT, 
in fact, spent more than $5OO,OOO lobby- 
ing in the state legislature to defeat 
all measures aimed at even token decen- 
tralization. 

The black community stiffened its 

The UFT's position as the major 
foe of decentralization has allowed the 
capitalist state and city government and 
its Board of Education to demagogically 
pose as supporters of decentralization. 

union rights involved -- though they con- 
flicted with the rights of the most high- 
ly exploited sector of the working class, 
in the ghettos -- many honest unionists 
and a section of the radical movement 
were led into supporting Shanker's racist 
actions against the black community. 

Some professed to be able to see 
only a struggle between a workers orga- 
nization and the bosses -- in this case 
the local governing board of Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville. Many fell into this trap who 
were not overtly racist but who had 
failed to grasp the revolutionary impli- 
cations of the struggle of Afro-Americans 
for self-determination. 

Because there were legitimate 

The Workers League, for example, 
the miniscule group of American cothink- 
ers of the Socialist Labour League of 
Britain, went so far as to declare in 
their paper (The Bulletin, October 14) 
that decentralization was "formulated and 
paid for by the bosses government to de- 
stroy the unions..." This crass defense 

The real attitude of the govern- 
ment toward black community control of 
schools is not at a l l  as pictured by the 
Workers League. A central conclusion of 
a study of the school crisis carried 
out by the New York Civil Liberties Union 
was that "from the beginning, the central 
Board of Education attempted to scuttle 
the experiment in Ocean Hill-Brownsville 
by consistently refusing to define the 
authority of the Local Governing Board." 
[Emphasis in original.] 

In July 1967 the Ford Foundation 
provided a small grant to a group of 
teachers, parents, and community repre- 
sentatives in Ocean Hill-Brownsville to 
set up the local governing board. In 
September of the same year the Ocean 
Hill-Brownsville board hired five prin- 
cipals for its schools who met state 
qualifications but were not on the civil 
service seniority list. The UFT repre- 
sentatives on the board protested, and 
the next week the union called a city- 
wide strike, ostensibly over wage de- 
mands. This was taken by the black com- 
munity to be a move toward a showdown. 
When the majority of the Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville board refused to support 
the action, the UFT representatives 
walked out and never returned. 

Wholesale sabotage of the black 
school districts began, evidently mounted 
in collusion by the union, the Board of 
Education, and the Council of Supervisory 
Associations, i . e . , "management. I' 

On November 1, 1967, all eighteen 
assistant principals transferred out of 
the Ocean Hill-Brownsville schools. The 
UFT bureaucrats then negotiated a change 
in their contract to permit unlimited 
numbers of teachers to transfer out of 
Ocean Hill-Brownsville schools at will. 
The Civil Liberties Union reported that 
under the new provisions, "Significant 
numbers of teachers did leave, sometimes 
in groups large enough to cause serious 
shortages. 

It would be one thing if this right 
to transfer had been demanded as a general 
right throughout the school system. It 
was not. It was granted by the Board of 
Education, and exercised by the UFT, only 
in the experimental black and Puerto Rican 
school districts. 

In May 1968 the Ocean Hill-Browns- 
ville governing board, chaired by Rev. C. 
Herbert Oliver, answered the sabotage by 
transferring nineteen teachers who had op- 
posed the program. Shanker countered by 
trying to destroy the local board. More 
than 350 teachers walked out of the Ocean 
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Hill-Brownsville schools in support of 
their "ousted" fellows, and did not re- 
turn. 

It was here that a special piece 
of duplicity was employed. Under the 
UFT's contract with the Board of Education 
teachers may be transferred at will by 
school superintendents with no recourse 
to due process. At the same time there 
are very strict provisions for trial pro- 
cedures in the firing of tenured teachers 
-- so strict that only twelve teachers 
have been fired in the last five years. 

Shanker inserted full-page ads in 
the New York papers protesting the "fir- 
ing" and used this incident as the cen- 
tral publicly stated reason for this 
fall's series of strikes. 

A number of prominent intellectu- 
als of Social Democratic stripe took out 
a widely circulated advertisement in 
September entitled "The Freedom to Teach. 
This averred that the "ousted" teachers 
at Ocean Hill-Brownsville had been fired 
without due process. When the real facts 
became known -- that they had been rou- 
tinely transferred, not fired at all -- 

s , Dwight Macdonald , 
ter to the organizer of 
ael Harrington, nation- 

al chairman of the Socialist party. "Of 
the thousands of 'cause' statements I've 
signed in my time , ' I  Macdonald said, "I 've 
regretted more than a few but this is the 
first one I've been ashamed of, also the 
first time I felt I'd really been 'had."' 

stated: "It certainly seems abundantly 
clear that the due process issue as used 
by the U.F.T. was nothing but a smoke 
screen behind which the effort to discred- 
it and destroy community control could go 
on. I' 

The Civil Liberties Union report 

The final point to be made on the 
due process issue is that 40 percent of 
the UFT's 55,000 members are new teachers 
who do not have tenure. They have very 
little protection against arbitrary ac- 
tions by principals. This year alone 
2,800 of these teachers were not rehired 
after the close of the spring semester o r  
were involuntarily transferred without a 
word of protest by the UFT bureaucrats. 
Many of these teachers participated in the 
massive high-school student strike against 
the war in Vietnam April 26 called by the 
Student Mobilization Committee. 

The effect of the UFT strikes this 
fall was to spur an unprecedented mobili- 
zation of the black and Puerto Rican com- 
munities. Hundreds of local community or- 
ganizations sprang up. Black teachers 
overwhelmingly refused to honor the strike 
and many white teachers in ghetto schools 
crossed the picket lines to keep the 
schools open. When principals struck and 

had the schools locked, parents forced 
their way into the buildings and set up 
classes for their children. 

From the beginning, the central 
ghetto schools were largely unaffected by 
the strike, and as the weeks dragged by 
more and more peripheral schools were 
opened by parents and nonstriking teach- 
ers. When the strike was finally called 
off, 4-47 schools, almost half of the total, 
were open and holding at least some classes. 
Attendance was estimated at 138,988 stu- 
dents, about an eighth of New York's 
1,200,000 school children. Rather than 
defeating and demoralizing the black 
masses, Shanker had succeeded in galvaniz- 
ing them into action on a hitherto un- 
heard of scale. In the course of this mo- 
bilization they strengthened their orga- 
nizations and gave concrete meaning to 
the slogan "Black control of the black 
communities" for millions of others. On 
October 14 a march of 20,000 blacks and 
Puerto Ricans demanded the right to con- 
trol their own schools. 

The racist aims of the leadership 
of the teachers union produced a counter- 
movement within the labor movement also. 
Inside the UFT several thousand teachers 
have indicated support for the New Coali- 
tion, an opposition group that supports 
decentralization. On October 26, 100 black 
and Puerto Rican delegates to the New York 
Central Labor Council broke with that body 
on the issue of the s&ike. 

Shanker tried to stir up hysteria 
among the large bloc of Jewish teachers 
by directing attention to anonymous anti- 
Semitic leaflets which he crudely associ- 
ated with black leaders. He suggested 
that attempts were being made to drive 
Jewish teachers out of the Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville schools. 

Three hundred and fifty newly 
hired teachers in the beleaguered dis- 
trict answered this with an ad in the 
New York Times pointing out that 70 per- 
cent of the new teachers hired by the 
governing board were white and 50 percent 
of these were Jewish. 

The settlement agreed to by the 
UF'T leadership November 18 fell short of 
their previous demand for the outright 
destruction of the Ocean Hill-Brownsville 
project. The mass mobilization of the 
black and Puerto Rican communities pre- 
vented those demands from being realized. 

Although the terms of the settle- 
ment marked a judicial weakening of the 
powers of the local community boards, the 
fact that they were not destroyed by the 
concerted attack of the union, the Board 
of Education, and the city government is 
an indication of the growing strength of 
the black community. 



MILITARY PROSECUTOR IN IRAN ANNOUNCES TRIAL OF 14 POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Under pressure from a worldwide 
campaign in behalf of a group of Iranian 
political prisoners, who were believed to 
have been tried secretly, the military 
prosecutor of Iran announced November 21 
that the trial had not yet been held, 
that it would take place soon, and that 
it would be public instead of behind 
closed doors as is usually the case under 
the shah's regime. 

The prisoners had been held incom- 
municado for more than six months. The 
government of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi 
refused until November 21 to make any pub- 
lic comment. It is h o w n  that forty per- 
sons were originally arrested. This num- 
ber has now been reduced to fourteen, if 
the military prosecutor is to be believed. 
He did not say whether the other twenty- 
six had been released. 

The Paris daily Le Monde (Novem- 
ber 10-11) published a report based on 
information- from Teheran Eelayed through 
Jean-Paul Sartre that the trial had al- 
ready taken place and that eight of the 
defendants had been sentenced to death. 

This forced the shah to alter the 
usual procedure of announcing a trial 
only after it is over and the victims 
have been sentenced. 

The prosecutor told a correspon- 
dent of Le Monde November 21, "The Commu- 
nist party is an illegal organization in 
Iran, and the defendants, numbering four- 
teen and not seventeen, are accused of 
Communist activities and plotting against 
public order and the security of the 
state." He did not deny the widespread re- 
ports that eight of the defendants face 
possible death sentences. 

government's demand for the death penalty 
were reported in a November 3 press state- 
ment by the Iranian Committee for the De- 
fence of Political Prisoners, affiliated 
to the World Confederation of Iranian Xtu- 
dents. This committee reported that the 
fourteen prisoners during their long im- 
prisonment were "subjected to the most 
barbarous kinds of torture such as whip- 
ping, sleeplessness, hot air, restriction 
of breathing." They were forced to sign 
"confessions" prepared by SAVAK, the se- 
cret police. 

The circumstances surrounding the 

"Till a week ago ," the November 3 
statement continued, "they were all to be 
tried under Clause 63 of the Military Ju- 
dicial Codes, which is for subversive ac- 
tivities and carries from 5-10 years im- 
prisonment. But after they had denied any 
responsibility for the forced confessions, 
and announced their intention of bringing 
a law suit against their torturers, the 
Army Interrogator suddenly switched the 
clause to No. 317 for eight of them. This 
is for armed uprising and carries the 
death sentence, and is probably meant to 
teach a lesson to other political prison- 
ers who might likewise denounce their 
forced confessions." 

Bertrand Russell sent a cable to 
the shah Noyember 13 declaring: 

"Am shocked at military persecu- 
tion of fourteen men of letters, now to 
be arraigned before court-martial. This 
action follows cruel tortures. It will re- 
sult in the deaths of many if you do not 
intervene. The civilised world will not 
forgive such a crime. Appeal to you to 
draw back from permitting murder." 

tion of Iranian Students (National Union) 
CCISNUI issued a statement in Frankfurt 
November 22 commenting on the prosecutor's 
announcement: 

The Secretariat of the Confedera- 

"This admission by the Military 
Prosecutor, effected under world public 
opinion pressure, once more unmasks the 
undemocratic and inhuman nature of the 
Iranian regime which, contrary to the ex- 
press letters of the Iranian Constitution, 
has detained a large number of Iranian 
patriots and subjected them to cruel tor- 
ture. The admission of the Iranian govern- 
ment not only confirms the reports pub- 
lished by CISNU, but also stresses the 
fact that the Iranian regime, despite all 
pretenses to the contrary, incessantly re- 
sorts to most medieval methods to elimi- 
nate her political opponents." 

The Confederation of Iranian Stu- 
dents, demanding that the prisoners be 
granted a civil jury trial, are seeking 
to mobilize further pressure. They ask 
that protests be sent to the shah or his 
local diplomatic representatives. 

BERTIIRAND RUSSELL ISSUES APPEAL FOR IRANIAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 

[The following is the text of an It has been brought to my notice 
appeal issued by Bertrand Russell Novem- that the fourteen Iranian intellectuals 
ber 18 on behalf of the fourteen polit- who have been held, now, for nine months 
ical prisoners soon to be tried by a mili- under close arrest, under a vague charge 
tary tribunal in Teheran.] of conspiracy to overthrow the Government 
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are now to be "tried." They have been im- 
prisoned under appalling conditions, with- 
out any specific charges having been lev- 
eled against them, and without any of the 
elementary rights of access to legal ad- 
vice, let alone to any judicial hearing. 

Now they are to be brought to a 
"court" which must surely embarrass even 
the Iranian authorities by its brutal dis- 
regard of civilised legal conventions. 
The military are, apparently, to be jury, 
prosecutor and judge in their own case 
against these valiant, honest and much- 
persecuted men. 

Having beaten, whipped and half 
suffocated its victims for almost a 
year, the Iranian Army now intends to 
kill eight of them, for no better reason 
than that they have retracted their "con- 
fessions," which were extracted under 
torture. 

I appeal for the widest possible 
protest campaign against this travesty 
of human rights. Representations should 
be made to the Iranian Government direct- 
ly, and through its embassies all over 
the world. 

EGYPTIAN STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS DEMAND POLITICAL FREEDOM 

A week of student demonstrations 
in three Egyptian cities in late November 
left at least twenty persons dead, follow- 
ing assaults by Nasser's police and 
troops. Many more were injured and over 
200 were arrested. 

The demonstrations began Novem- 
ber 22 in the Nile Delta city of Mansoura, 
seventy-five miles northeast of Cairo. 
The students were protesting a new re- 
strictive education law. They also demand- 
ed political freedom and the abolition of 
press censorship. The crowd swelled to 
more than 6,000. 

lice fired when students began to shout, 
"Down with Nasser! 'I 

According to one report, the po- 

Another version was that the demon- 
strators tried to seize a police station. 

mitted that four people were killed in 
Mansoura and forty-three were wounded. 
Twenty-seven were arrested. 

tions spread to Alexandria, the country's 
second largest city, Nasser ordered a l l  
universities in the United Arab Republic 
closed indefinitely. 

more serious than the first outbreak. By 
November 26 at least sixteen students had 
reportedly been killed in the city. 

in clashes with police in Alexandria. 
Three night clubs were destroyed, two 
movie theaters burned, and a number of 
cars and buses set on fire. Police and 
soldiers set up machine-gun posts at 
strategic points in the city and used 
tear 6as, clubs and gunfire against the 
students who were demanding freedom of 
speech. 

The semigovernmental A1 Ahram ad- 

On November 24, when the demonstra- 

The Alexandria events were even 

More than 5,000 students took part 

On November 24, demonstrations 

broke out in Cairo where police and sol- 
diers used tear gas to break up crowds of 
students in front of the heavily guarded 
Cairo University. 

The London Times commented Novem- 
ber 27: "There is no doubt that the Egyp- 
tian student riots, especially in Alexan- 
dria where they have outgrown the dimen- 
sions of a student demonstration, have 
faced the regime of President Nasser with 
its most serious problem since it came to 
power in the 1952 revolution." 

blame right-wing religious fanatics for 
the outbreak. The New York Times defended 
this view in a November 29 article which 
reported that students in Alexandria 
shouted, "There is no God but Allah!" The 
West German weekly, Der Spiegel, on the 
contrary, reported December 2 that the 
cry was meant as criticism of Nasser's 
pretensions. 

workers joined the students in Mansoura 
and in Alexandria. The Mansoura demonstra- 
tion, it said, was led by students from 
the Islamic College. But in Alexandria, 
the protests were "almost certainly left 
wing in spirit, probably from Marxist ele- 
ments both within and outside the student 
ranks. 

Nasser's first reaction was to 

The London Times reported that 

Secondary schools were also closed 
in Alexandria November 25 as teenagers 
joined the student revolt. Students de- 
manded the dismissal and trial of offi- 
cials responsible for police attacks on 
them such as interior minister Sharawi 
Gumi, a close associate of Nasser. 

Arab Socialist Union was convoked Decem- 
ber 3 to discuss the student outbreak. 
The congress took on a witch-hunt tone 
when justice minister Mohammed Abu NOS- 
seir claimed the Alexandria demonstra- 
tions had been "fomented" by an agent 
of Israel. 

A special congress of the ruling 
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THE MEANING OF MAO'S BID TO NIXON 

By Joseph Hansen 

A statement issued by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the People's Repub- 
lic of China on November 26 concerning 
the possibility of "peaceful coexistence" 
with the United States produced a consid- 
erable ripple in diplomatic circles. The 
consensus was that it represented a bid 
from Mao Tse-tung to the incoming Nixon 
administration. 

In an editorial, "New Prospects in 
Asia," the New York Times (November 29) 
offered the following comment: 

proposal that the United States join in 
'an agreement on the five principles of 
peaceful coexistence,' a gesture that im- 
plies a remarkable turnabout in China's 
approach to the United States even though 
it was tied to obviously unacceptable de- 
mands that this country abandon its ties 
with Taiwan. 

"The 'five principles' date from a 
period in the 1950s when Peking was try- 
ing to win friends and influence peoples, 
as against its more recent efforts to 
alienate the world. They called for mutual 
respect for territorial integrity and sov- 
ereignty, nonaggression, noninterference 
in other countries' internal affairs, 
equality and mutual benefit and peaceful 
coexistence. 

"Especially interesting is Peking's 

"Peking's introduction of these 
concepts into its talks with Washington 
reinforces other evidence that the Cultur- 
al Revolution has run its course and that 
a leadership is emerging in China that 
recognizes the necessity for more respon- 
sible conduct in world affairs and for 
closer ties with the West. 

"Incidentally, even during the Cul- 
tural Revolution, Chinese trade with the 
non-Communist world has steadily in- 
creased, while the proportion of its 
trade with Communist-bloc countries has 
declined. The lure of trade, especially 
in agricultural and related products, may 
become an important source of leverage in 
the coming Sino-American talks . If  

Western powers maintain well-financed 
staffs of specialists on Chinese affairs, 
Tillman Durdin reported in the same issue 
of the New York Times: 

Writing from Hong Kong, where the 

"Observers here do not regard the 
new Chinese behavior as an indication of 
policy changes. They see it instead as 
the adoption of a less crude and belli- 
cose attitude 'coward the outside world. 
If the tendency continues, Communist 
China could become easier to deal with, 

the experts predict. 

"One theory advanced here is that 
Communist China could be aiming at 
strengthening its position in foreign af- 
fairs to enable it to take part, at some 
future stage, in a settlement of the Viet- 
nam war. 

In Washington, according to Bernard 
Gwertzman (New York Times, December l), 
"there was considerable surprise at the 
State Department" over the "statement pro- 
posing to meet with the Nixon Administra- 
tion's representative in Warsaw on Feb. 20 
and calling for the signing of an agree- 
ment on the 'five principles of peaceful 
2oexistence. I t (  

Gwertzman said, "There was consid- 
erable speculation here that China might 
have decided that its tense relations with 
the Soviet Union might require an effort 
to ease tensions on its Eastern flank, 
where the American Seventh Fleet plies the 
water. ' I  

Gwertzman closed his dispatch with 
the observation: "Presumably, if the Tai- 
wan issue could be shelved, there would 
be room for considerable discussion be- 
tween Washington and Peking. Most experts 
see little chance of China dropping that 
demand. And unless there is a drastic 
change in the new Administration's foreign 
policy, the United States is not prepared 
to sacrifice Taiwan's freedom." 

From these sources, it can be gath- 
ered that Washington was agreeably sur- 
prised by Peking's move and responded by 
indicating willingness to talk and even to 
bargain, the references to Taiwan being 
made, of course, in accordance with the 
standard procedures of haggling. 

In Paris, Peking's maneuver was 
likewise noted with interest. Philippe 
Ben, reporting from New York in the Novem- 
ber 30 issue of Le Monde, said: 

"For the West, the Chinese offer 
must be placed in actuality in the context 
of American-Soviet relations, in particu- 
lar the explanations given in private by 
numerous Soviet representatives on the 
question of the invasion of Czechoslovakia. 
In New York as well as in Washington, the 
Soviet diplomats confide to their Western 
questioners that 'since China is becoming 
more and more threatening, the Soviet 
Union had no choice in Prague. In view of 
the hard evidence, the Soviet Union had to 
protect its rear before it was too late.' 
Peking's move is thus considered to be an 
attempt to scotch the Soviet diplomatic 
game and to block the American-Soviet 



rapprochement from becoming too close." 

In passing, it is worth noting 
that while the Hong Kong experts specu- 
late that China wants to ease tensions on 
the eastern flank because of Soviet pres- 
sure from the west, the Soviet diplomats 
explain to their Western confreres that 
they had to invade Czechoslovakia to pro- 
tect MOSCOW'S western flank because of 
pressure from China in the east. 

It would seem that it would be of 
considerable mutual advantage to Peking 
and Moscow to close the breach and estab- 
lish a common front against the common 
imperialist foe. Neither of the bureau- 
cracies seesit that way, however, and 
each blames the other for the situation. 
Worst of all, in their rivalry each seeks 
an understanding with imperialism at the 
expense of the other. 

Philippe Ben reports the intense 
way in which the Soviet diplomats are 
pushing "peaceful coexistence" with Wash- 
ington (i.e., with Nixon), if not with 
Czechoslovakia. "The eagerness of the So- 
viet leaders to resume a dialogue with 
Washington is very visible at the United 
Nations, where hardly a day passes with- 
out some sign being seen of it." 

The Sino-Soviet dispute, clearly 
involved in Peking's November 26 state- 
ment, will most certainly be weighed by 
the State Department in its response to 
the invitation from Mao Tse-tung. Washing- 
ton has in fact sought to capitalize on 
the dispute since it flared into the open. 
One of the outcomes, for instance, was 
the Pentagon's calculation that it could 
get away with armed aggression in Vietnam. 

It remains to be seen whether 
Peking's November 26 statement marks the 
opening move in a "remarkable turnabout" 
in foreign policy; i.e., a 180-degree 
turn from ultraleftism to rank opportun- 
ism. Study of the statement offers noth- 
ing new outside of its timing and the ad- 
dressee, Nixon. The Mao regime, from the 
very beginning, has espoused "peaceful 
coexistence" in the tradition of Stalin. 

Chou En-lai in particular has 
stressed "peaceful coexistence" with the 
United States. He provided a succinct sum- 
mary of his government's foreign policy 
in this respect in his interview with 
Edgar Snow in 1960 (published in the lat- 
ter's book, The Other Side of the River). 

"Western opinion has been spread- 
ing rumors to the effect that China has 
given up the policy of peaceful coexis- 
tence," Chou En-lai told Edgar Snow. The 
premier sought to refute the rumor by 
citing the friendship treaties that had 
been signed that year and "the joint 
statements on peaceful coexistence with 
India, Indonesia, Cambodia, and Ceylon. '' 
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The treaties were all based on the "Five 
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, which 
Chou stated were as follows: 

"(1) Mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; (2) mutual non- 
aggression; ( 3 )  noninterference in each 
other's internal affairs; (4) equality and 
mutual benefit and (5) peaceful coexis- 
tence. 

' 

Chou said that a possible peace pact 
among the Asian countries and countries 
bordering the Pacific involved "Sino-Soviet 
relations" and "relations between the four 
countries of China, the USSR, Japan and the 
U.S.A." With regard to the United States, 
he underlined two points: 

"It is inconceivable that a peace 
pact can be concluded without diplomatic 
relations between China and the United 
States. 

"It is also inconceivable that there 
can be diplomatic relations between China 
and the United States without a settlement 
of the dispute between the two countries 
in the Taiwan reg-." 

Chou En-lai cited the record at 
some length to show the consistency with 
which his government had sought to practice 
peaceful coexistence with the United States, 
and how Washington had made this impossible 
with its aggressive policy in the Western 
Pacific . 

The main obstacle to the establish- 
ment of "peaceful coexistence" between 
China and the United States, Chou pointed 
out, has been Washington's insistence on 
maintaining the fiction of "two Chinas." 
Even here, however, it should be possible 
to find some formula to resolve the diffi- 
culty. 

"Since it has been possible for 
China and the United States to hold ambas- 
sadorial talks in Geneva and Warsaw," Chou 
suggested, "talks can also be held at the 
same time between the Central Government of 
China and the Chiang Kai-shek clique. The 
former is an international question while 
the latter is an internal question. Paral- 
lel talks can be conducted and solutions 
reached separately. 

A new element in the situation is 
the Paris talks over the war in Vietnam. 
In agreeing to seat the National Libera- 
tion Front at the table as one of the 
negotiating parties alongside of the Sai- 
gon clique, Washington has, despite itself, 
set a certain precedent. Could a comparable 
formula be found that might open the way to 
easing tensions in the Western Pacific on a 
much broader scale? \ 

Perhaps this is the question which 
Peking intended to put to the Nixon admin- 
istration with its November 26 statement. 



If the demarche meets with a favorable wise enigmatic reference in the statement 
response, there can be no doubt that the to the possibility of "peaceful coexis- 
Ma0 regime would move further along this tence" with an imperialist power not espe- 
line with a readiness that might astound cially noted for its practice of the Five 
not a few observers. Principles, above all in recent years and 

in relation to some countries very close 
This is the meaning of the other- to the borders of China. 

PEKING'S NOVKIl3ER 26 STATEMENIII ON "PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE" 

[The following is the full text of 
the statement issued November 26 by the 
spokesman of the Information Department 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People's Republic of China on the date of 
the 135th meeting of the Sino-U.S. ambas- 
sadorial talks. It was printea in the 
November 29 issue of Peking Review.] 

* * *  

On November 18, the U.S. State De- 
partment press officer and the U.S. Embas- 
sy  in Poland issued statements in which 
they did their utmost to distort the 
facts and divulged the discussions be- 
tween China and the United States about 
the date of the 135th meeting of the Sino- 
U.S. ambassadorial talks, falsely accus- 
ing the Chinese side of having no inten- 
tion of holding the meeting as scheduled 
and failing over a long period of time to 
respond to the U.S. proposal. In this con- 
nection, the spokesman of the Information 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs of the People's Republic of China 
has been instructed to refute as follows: 

1. The position of the Chinese 
side on the date of the 135th meeting of 
the Sino-U.S. ambassadorial talks has 
been consistent and explicit and is in 
conformity with the principle of reaching 
agreement through consultation between 
the two sides. The 135th meeting of the 
Sino-U.S. ambassadorial talks was origi- 
nally scheduled for May 29. On May 18, 
the Chinese side suggested that the meet- 
ing be postponed till the middle of Novem- 
ber o r  late November, and the U.S. side 
later agreed to this suggestion. Since 
then, the Chinese side has not changed 
its view. It is utterly groundless and 
most absurd for the U.S. side to assert 
that the Chinese side has no intention of 
acting upon its own proposal. 

2. The U.S.  side has played a host 
of tricks on the date of this meeting. In 
its letter of September 12, it wanted to 
fix the date of the meeting rigidly for 
November 20. On November 8, it gave an 
oral notice demanding that the Chinese 
side reply to its suggestion of Septem- 
ber 12 within a time limit of five days. 
This is a typical imperialist attitude. 
Purthermore, on November 15, it sent over 
a written notice, in which it groundless- 
ly "assumed" that China has no intention 

of acting upon its original proposal and 
suggested that the meeting be postponed 
till February 5 or 11 next year. 

Without waiting for a reply from 
the Chinese side, the U.S. Government uni- 
laterally announced on November 18 a post- 
ponement of the meeting in violation of 
the principle of reaching agreement 
through consultation. 

days when U.S. imperialism can ride rough- 
shod over the world and order others 
about are long gone, never to return. It 
is a sheer pipe dream to expect that the 
Chinese Government will accept such inso- 
lence from U.S. imperialism! 

side in putting up such a singular perfor- 
mance within a short space of ten days? 
Evidently, the U.S. Government has no in- 
tention whatsoever to hold the Sino-U.S. 
ambassadorial talks within this year, but 
is trying hard to postpone the 135th meet- 
ing of the Sino-U.S. ambassadorial talks 
till February next year while shifting 
the responsibility for the postponement 
onto the Chinese side. To put it bluntly, 
this is because the United States is go- 
ing to change its president, and the U.S.  
Government is now in a stage wherein the 
incoming is superseding the outgoing; 
hence it must try to drag on until the 
present period is over. 

4. Actually why should the U.S. 
side have taken the trouble of doing all 
this? Since you find it necessary to post- 
pone the meeting, say it outright! The 
Chinese side can give consideration to it. 

Chen Tung, Charge d'Affaires a.i. 
of the Embassy of the People's Republic 
of China in Poland, already wrote to the 
U.S.  Ambassador to Poland Mr. Walter J. 
Stoessel, Jr., on November 25, making a 
concrete suggestion that the two sides 
might as well meet on February 20 next 
year. that time, the new U.S.  presi- 
dent will have been in office for a month, 
and the U.S. side will probably be able 
to make up its mind. 

nese Government has consistently adhered 
to the following two principles in the 
Sino-U.S. ambassadorial talks: First, the 

It must be pointed out that the 

3.  What is the aim of the U.S. 

5. Over the past 13 years, the Chi- 
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U.S. Government undertakes to immediately 
withdraw a l l  its armed forces from Chi- 
na's territory Taiwan Province and the 
Taiwan Straits area and dismantle all its 
military installations in Taiwan Province; 
second, the U.S. Government agrees that 
China and the United States conclude an 
agreement on the Five Principles of Peace- 
ful Coexistence. 

But in the past 13 years, while re- 
fusing all along to reach an agreement 
with the Chinese Government on these two 

principles, the U.S. Government, putting 
the cart before the horse, has kept on 
haggling over side issues. 

The Chinese Government has repeat- 
edly told the U.S. side in explicit terms 
that the Chinese Government will never 
barter away principles. If the U.S. side 
continues its current practice, no result 
whatsoever will come of the Sino-U.S. 
ambassadorial talks no matter which ad- 
ministration assumes office in the United 
States. 

YEAR'S INDEX m RmJ? ISSUE 

Our next issue -- the final one Intercontinental Press during the year. 
The aubke&wnt issue, the first one for 
1969, will be aated Jmuaxy 13. 

for l%8 -- will carry a complete index 
for all  the materiql that has appeared in 
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