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THE STAND OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT ON T m  BOMBING "HALT" 

[Johnson's election-eve "halt" to 
the bombing of North Vietnam and the par- 
ticipation of the delegation of the South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation in 
the Paris negotiations has centered world 
attention on the question of what Hanoi 
and the South Vietnamese liberation fight- 
ers will con,sider negotiable. On Novem- 
ber 3 the Central Committee of the Nation- 
al Front for Liberation issued a state- 
ment outlining the Front's position on 
the bombing halt, the negotiations, and 
the future government of South Vietnam. 
Following is the full text of that state- 
ment as it a.ppeared in InformaEni Buletin, 
the official news service of the NFL pub- 
lished in Prague. 1 

* * *  

For fourteen years now, in an at- 
tempt to materialise their scheme to turn 
South Vietnam into a neo-colony and a mil- 
itary base of the U.S., the U.S. imperial- 
ists have carried out a policy of aggres- 
sion, the most ruthless in history, 
against the Vietnamese people, grossly 
trampling on the independence, sovereign- 
ty, unity and territorial integrity of 
Vietnam, which have been recognised by 
the 1954 Geneva Agreements. 

The U.,S. imperialists have rigged 
up in South Vietnam an extremely brutal 
puppet regime, and have tried by steel 
and fire to impose their domination on 
the South Vietnamese people. 

However, united millions as one, 
the South Vietnamese people have risen up 
valiantly and have fought hard and perse- 
veringly against the aggressors and the 
traitors. Under the glorious banner of 
the South Vietnam National Front for Lib- 
eration and with the wholehearted assis- 
tance of their compatriots in North Viet- 
nam and the firm and strong sympathy and 
support of fi.iendly governments and of 
the whole world's people, the South Viet- 

le have repeatedly won ever 
ictories in their sacred war of 

In an attempt to stave off their 
complete coll.apse , the U.S. imperialists 
have massively sent U.S. expeditionary 
troops for di.rect aggression against 
South Vietnam, while conducting a war of 
destruction against the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Vietnam, thus perpetrating innumer- 
able savage crimes everywhere in both 
zones of Vietnam. 

But, no brutal force can save the 
U.S. aggressors and their henchmen from 
ignominious failures. 

Fighting with matchless heroism, 
the armed forces and people in North Viet- 

nam have shot down over 3,200 U.S. air- 
craft, defeating the U.S. war of destruc- 
tion and fulfilling its duty as the great 
rear .Go the great front. 

The armed forces and people in 
South Vietnam have foiled a l l  the U.S. 
plans to intensify its war of aggression 
and, since early spring this year, have 
been attacking and rising up continually 
and simultaneously, dealing thunder blows 
at the U.S.-puppets right in their hide- 
outs, recording unprecedented big victo- 
ries in all fields, changing the war situ- 
ation, and further driving the U.S.-pup- 
pets into a position of passiveness and 
collapse from which it is impossible for 
them to get up. 

ging struggle and the victories of great 
significance in all fields of the people 
throughout our country, and in face of 
the strong demand of the world's people 
including progressive people in the 
United States, the U.S. Government has 
been compelled to agree to and effect an 
unconditional cessation of the bombard- 
ments on the whole territory of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam. This is an ex- 
tremely great victory of the people in 
a l l  of Vietnam and of the peace-loving 
people in the world. 

This, however, does not mean that 
the U.S. imperialists have as yet given 
up their aggressive design against Viet- 
nam. They are obdurately stepping up 
their war in South Vietnam and clinging 
to the puppet administration in the hope 
of maintaining their neo-colonialist rule 
in South Vietnam and prolonging the parti- 
tion of Vietnam. They are stubbornly car- 
rying on acts of encroachment on the sov- 
ereignty and security of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. 

their stopping the war of destruction in 
North Vietnam. 

In face of the valiant and unflag- 

They keep demanding a price for 

The South Vietnamese people and 
the South Vietnam National Front for Lib- 
eration resolutely demand that the U.S.  
stop for good all acts of encroachment on 
the sovereignty and security of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, put an end to 
its war of aggression in South Vietnam, 
carry out all its pledges at the 1954 Ge- 
neva Conference on Vietnam, and respect 
the imprescriptible national rights of 
the South Vietnamese people. 

* * *  

The South Vietnamese people cher- 
ish peace. But that must be a peace in in- 
dependence and freedom. Representing this 
aspiration and resolve, and basing itself 



on its political programme, the South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation sol- 
emnly declares its stand regarding the po- 
litical settlement of the South Vietnam 
problem as fol.lows : 

struggle for t8he materialisation of its 
sacred rights, namely, independence, de- 
mocracy, peace, neutrality., prosperity, 
and ultimate peaceful reunification of 
the fatherland.. 

1. South Vietnam is resolved to 

2. The U.S. imperialists must put 
an end to their war of aggression against 
Vietnam, withdraw all U . S .  troops and 
troops of its satellites and all war 
means from South Vietnam, and liquidate 
all U . S .  military bases in South Vietnam. 

3. The internal affairs of the 
South Vietnamese people must be settled 
by the South Vietnamese people themselves 
in accordance with the political pro- 
gramme of the South Vietnam National 
Front for Liberation, without foreign in- 
terference, formation of a broad national 
and democratic coalition government and 
holding of free general elections in 
South Vietnam. 

4. The reunification of Vietnam 
will be decided by the people in the two 
zones of Vietnam, step by step, by peace- 
ful means and on the basis of consulta- 
tions and agreements between the two 
zones, without foreign interference. 

eign policy of peace and neutrality: No 
military alliance in any form with for- 
eign countries, and establishment of 
friendly relations with all countries on 
the five principles of peaceful coexis- 
tence. Good neighborhood relations will 
be set up with the Kingdom of Cambodia on 
the basis of respect for her independence, 
sovereignty, neutrality and territorial 
integrity with her present borders, and 
with Laos on the basis of respect for the 
1962 Geneva Agreements concerning that 
country. 

The U.S. imperialists are the ag- 
gressors in South Vietnam, The South Viet- 
nam National Front for Liberation is the 
organiser and leader of the South Vietnam- 
ese people in their war of resistance to 
U.S.  aggression, resistance which is go- 
ing from one victory to another. The 
South Vietnam National Front for Libera- 
tion is building up and developing a rev- 
olutionary administration of the South 
Vietnamese people. The governments of 
many countries and the world's people 
have recognised the South Vietnam Nation- 
al Front for Liberation and given it 
great support and assistance. The South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation is 
the authentic representative of the legit- 
imate aspirations of the South Vietnamese 
people and has full competence to settle 

5. South Vietnam will pursue a for- 

all problems concerning South Vietnam. 

The South Vietnam National Front 
for Liberation reiterates its complete 
unanimity of views with and full support 
for the 4-point stand of the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
This stand embodies the aspirations and 
will of the entire Vietnamese people, and 
constitutes the correct basis f o r  the set- 
tlement of the Vietnam issue. 

Now that the U.S.  has uncondition- 
ally stopped bombing and shelling North 
Vietnam, the South Vietnam National Front 
for Liberation firmly supports the stand 
of the Government of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Vietnam as expounded in its state- 
ment of November 2 ,  1968, aimed at find- 
ing a political solution to the Vietnam 
problem. After discussions with the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Vietnam Alliance of 
National, Democratic and Peace Forces and 
reaching unanimity of views with it, the 
South Vietnam National Front for Libera- 
tion agrees to the holding of a confer- 
ence of four parties comprising: the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, the South 
Vietnam National Front for Liberation, 
the United States of America and the Sai- 
gon administration. At this conference, 
the South Vietnam National Front for Lib- 
eration will represent the voice of the 
South Vietnamese people, the voice of jus- 
tice. 

The present administration in Sai- 
gon is but a clique of traitors and hench- 
men of the U.S. It runs counter to the 
legitimate aspirations of the entire peo- 
ple of South Vietnam. It has been strongly 
opposed by our people and spurned by pro- 
gressive people in the world. This admin- 
istration does not represent anybody. The 
presence of the representatives of the 
Saigon administration at the above-said 
conferenc'e does not mean recognition of 
that regime by the South Vietnam National 
Front f o r  Liberation. 

Despite its obvious failure, the 
U . S .  still has not given up its aggres- 
sive design against Vietnam. As for our 
people's resistance, the nearer its victo- 
ry, the more its difficulties. Warmly re- 
sponding to President Ho Chi Minh's sa- 
cred appeal on November 3 1968, " s o  long 
as there is a single aggressor in our 
country, we must fight on to wipe him 
away," let all o u r  compatriots and all 
the fighters of the South Vietnam Peo- 
ple's Liberation Armed Forces strengthen 
their resolve and fight perseveringly 
till final victory. Let us hold high the 
banner of victory, rush forward with hero- 
ism and vigour, enhance the mettle of con- 
tinual offensive and continual uprising 
to defeat the U.S.  war of  aggression, 
overthrow the clique of traitors, wrest 
back complete power for the people, and 
fulfill gloriously our sacred mission, 
namely, to liberate South Vietnam, defend 
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North Vietnam, proceed toward the peace- 
ful reunification of the fatherland, and 
contribute to the maintenance of peace in 
Asia and the world! 

Soldiers and officers of the pup- 
pet army and personnel of the puppet ad- 
ministration, have a timely and clear ap- 
praisal of the situation, go over to the 
side of the fatherland, join the people 
in fighting t o  save the country, your 
homes, and your own lives, against the 
U.S. aggressors and their henchmen. The 
South VietnaIo National Front for Libera- 
tion and the people are prepared to wel- 
come you. 

Vietnam National Front for Liberation 
The central Committee of the South 

calls upon all governments, all organiza- 
tions, all democratic personalities, and 
progressive people throughout the world, 
including progressive people in the 
United States, to give vigorous support 
to the just stand of the South Vietnam 
National Front for Liberation, and render 
more active assistance to the South Viet- 
namese people's struggle against U.S.  
aggression and for national salvation, 
till its complete victory. 

South Vietnam decidedly must be 
liberated! 

The Vietnamese people's struggle 
against U . S .  aggression and for national 
salvation will surely triumph! 

FIG% AND ALLIANCE HOLD JOINT MEETING "SOMEWHERE IN SOUTH VIETNAM" - 

The leaders of the Front National 
de Liberation [National Liberation Front1 
and the Alliance des Forces Nationales, 
DQmocratiques et de Paix du Vietnam du 
Sud [Alliance of the National, Democratic 
and Peace Forces of South Vietnam] met No- 
vember 3-5 "somewhere in South Vietnam, " 
according to a press release issued in 
Hanoi. 

of aggression" and "overthrow the puppet 
Saigon government. 'I 

The delegations of the two orga- 
nizations declared that "a correct polit- 
ical solution to the Vietnamese problem 
must be based on the five-point position 
outlined by the FNL, November 3." CSee 
P. 1,034.1 

They clecided "to mobilize all the The meeting was said to have been 
Vietnamese people and all the patriotic the first to be arranged between the two 
forces" in order "to defeat the U.S. war organizations. 

HANOI APPEALS TO PEOPLE OF SAIGON TO REMAND NEW GOVERNMENT 

On the fifty-first anniversary of 
the Russian revolution November 7, the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam issued an 
appeal to the people of Saigon to rise 
against the puppet government of South 
Vietnam and demand a new government. 

Nhan Dan, .the official organ of 
the Communist; party, said that "broad lay- 
ers of the Saigon population, particular- 
ly the students, are preparing to go into 
the streets in order to demand an end to 
the Thieu-Ky-Huong clique and the forma- 
tion of a new government that will nego- 

tiate with the Front National de Libera- 
tion to bring peace to the country." 

Nhan Dan, "are preparing to carry out 
their historic national mission. The situ- 
ation is very favorable. The clique is 
getting weaker and will not be able to 
escape going down. 

similar appeals were issued by Hanoi. 

"Our compatriots in Saigon , 'I said 

At the time of the Tet offensive, 

CSee Intercontinental Press, March 15, 
p. 219.1 

WITCH-HUNT CONTINUES IN INDONESIA 

Continuing its massive campaign of 
extermination. against all the left forces 
in the country, the Indonesian army 
claims to have netted thirty more Commu- 
nists in the capital city of Djakarta 
since October 25. The Djakarta military 
authorities reported that most of' these 
thirty are former state functionaries A d  

that they include several persons of Chi- 
nese origin. According to the army, these 
Communists captured in their latest round- 
up had been hiding in the Indonesian capi- 
tal as small merchants, peddlers, or rick- 
sha drivers. Since none of the thirty have 
been named, it is unlikely that any of 
them were very prominent in the party. 



CZECR STUDEXTS OCCUPY SCHOOLS 

Student strikgs, mass meeting 
workers, and protests by intellectuals 

Czechoslovakia duri 
4-16 meeting of the 
a1 Committee in Pra 

ports on the decisions t 
tral Committee se 
to the right in t 
leadership and a 
measures of socialist de 
gun in January. 

at the agricultural college at Olomouc, 
in Moravia. The following day students oc- 
cupied the agricultural college of Prague 
University in the suburb of Suchdol. By 
Sunday the strike had spread to Charles 
University in Prague and to the Moravian 
capital of Brnv. 

program demanding that press censorship, 
imposed by the Soviet occupation, not ex- 
ceed six months; that guarantees be made 
for freedom of speech, assembly, educa- 
tion, science and art; and that freedom 
to travel abroad not be restricted. 

Student sit-ins began November 15 

The students adopted a ten-point 

Workers at the Skoda automobile 
plant in Pilsen held a weekend meeting to 
set up a council to "implement the politi- 
cal and organizational democratization 
process. 

ers at the Xladno steel mill demanded 
that pro-Moscow conservatives be removed 
from the leadership of the party. Prague 
television interviewed some of these work- 
ers while the Central Committee meeting 
was in progress. One called for expulsion 
from the Central Committee of conserva- 
tives "who long ago lost their mandates. 
What right have they to sit there? How 
long are we going to play this funny 
game ? 

lar resolutions. In many cities workers 
threatened to join the students in sit-in 
strikes if the democratization were re- 
versed. 

Delegates representing 22,000 work- 

Plants in Bratislava passed simi- 

There were widespread demands that 
the meeting of the Central Committee be 
public so that the Czech masses would 
know what plans were being made for their 
future behind the closed doors of Hrad- 
cany Castle. Cine worker interviewed on 
television swruned up the popular senti- 
ment when he said, "We want to know the 
truth. I t  

The Central Committee announced a 
reorganizatioc. of its leadership Novem- 
ber 17. The day-to-day functioning of the 
190-member conmittee was previously gov- 

erned by the twenty-one-man Presidium. A 
new eight-member Executive Committee will 
now act as a "temporarytt steering commit- 
tee of the Presidium. 

Although no hard-line pro-Moscow 
members are included on the Executive Com- 
mittee, its composition is to the right 
of the Dubzek group. The eight are: 

Alexander Dubzek, nominal head of 
the new body; Josef Smrkovse, one of the 
leading liberalizers; Gustav Husak, the 
Slovak party chief, who is said to have 
called the democratization an error dur- 
ing the plenary meeting; Lubomir Strougal, 
an important figure in the Novotny regime; 
President Ludvik Svoboda; Premier Oldrich 
Cernik; National Front chairman Evzen Er- 
ban; and Stefan Sadovsky, reportedly a 
supporter of Husak. 

€ 3 ~  the time excerpts from the Cen- 
tral Committee resolution were published 
November 18, more than 100,000 students 
were occupying school buildings through- 
out the country for a three-day strike. 

More than 1,000 Czech journalists 
passed a resolution demanding a meeting 
with the government "to discuss how to 
face together the efforts to liquidate 
the socialist freedom of the press, which 
is the right of every citizen." 

The Central Committee statement 
made no reference to freedom of the press. 
It declared only that the mass media are 
"above al1,instruments for enforcing the 
policy of the party and the state." 

sorship would be tightened: 

tions media, regardless of their party 
membership, have the responsibility for 
the protection of state interests, the 
fulfillment of the political program and 
are responsible for the communications 
media acting in a strictly socialist spir- 
it." This seemed to be an endorsement of 
the suspension of Communist papers in re- 
cent weeks for their lack of "socialist 
spirit , I t  such as L+ty, organ of the Writ- 
ers Union; Reporter, published by the 
Union of Journalists; and Politika, the 
weekly theoretical magazine of the Cen- 
tral Committee itself. 

The resolution suggested that cen- 

"All the workers in the communica- 

A significant concession to the 
Stalinists' claim that there was a danger 
of "counterrevolution" in Czechoslovakia 
appeared in the section on foreign policy. 
"AS of late," the Central Committee said, 
"our republic has been one of the exposed 
areas in this struggle [between socialism 
and capitalism] and one under a strong im- 
perialist impact. 
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ERNEST MANDEL REPORTS IMPRESSIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 

[Brnest Mandel, the editor of the 
Belgian socialist weekly La Gauche (The 
Left), recently spent two months on a lec- 
ture tour in the United States. 

[Upon returning to Europe, he was 
asked, in an interview, to give his im- 
pressions of the American political scene. 
This was published in the November 9 is- 
sue of La Gauche. 

[The following translation of the 
interview is by Intercontinental Press.] 

* * *  

Question: What is the most out- 
standing feature of American political 
life today? 

Answer: I think that there is a 
striking contrast between the pessimism 
which prevails in the traditional, moder- 
ate left circles in the United States -- 
which is what they call the liberal left, 
the left integrated into the Democratic 
party, the unions, the traditional black 
organizations like the NAACP -- a pessi- 
mism that goes so far as to predict; a 
police state (the term comes from Walter 
Reuther, the head of the automobile work- 
ers union) in the near future, if not an 
American fascism...I think that there is 
a striking contrast between this pessi- 
mism and the reality,which is entirely 
different. 

And it is very difficult for for- 
eign observers to comprehend this reality 
right off. To grasp this reality, you 
have to get an insight into American soci- 
ety through people who are genuinely 
linked with what can be called the vital 
forces of the American nation. 

The pessimism of the traditional, 
moderate left is easy to explain. This 
left believes in gradual progress. It re- 
garded the Roosevelt coalition, the coali- 
tion of the Democratic party with the 
unions and the most moderate black organi- 
zations as eternal. It saw progress in 
the form of social legislation, in the 
form o f  the integrationist legislation 
which was gaining ground in each congress. 

Obviously, this idyllic view does 
not correspond to what is happening in 
the United States today. What is occur- 
ring today is a process of polarization. 
And this means that the center-left 
forces, which were the predominant forces 
in American political life, are being re- 
duced from both directions. They are l o s -  
ing to the right and they are losing to 
the left. These are the reasons in brief 
for their pessimism. 

Q: W& doesn't this pessimism cor- 

respond to the reality? 

A: Very briefly because the center- 
left's losses to the right, which are 
summed up in the Wallace phenomenon, and 
the slight shift of  the middle classes to- 
ward Nixon is a short-term development 
produced by complex and contradictory 
causes. For some, but only a small minor- 
ity, this is a backlash against the gains 
and the radicalization of the black peo- 
ple. For others, it is simply a protest 
against the prevailing kind of politics, 
against the "establishment ," a protest 
which might be just as much against the 
war in Vietnam, against inflation, the 
rising cost of living, and a lot of other 
things that are not going right in the 
United States. 

But what is striking about all 
these rightward reactions is their lack 
of organization and solidity. What is in- 
volved is much more a mood than an orga- 
nization. 

What is most conspicuous about the 
Wallace movement is that it is not an or- 
ganization, at least not yet. What is 
most salient is its inability to develop 
a body of activists. The only Wallace ac- 
tivists are the members of the old ultra- 
right organizations like the John Birch 
Society and the KKK. And if you look at 
these organizations, you realize that 
they are weaker than in 1962, the time of 
my last visit. The number of activists 
there is very low. The surface manifesta- 
tion of this phenomenon is that the fight- 
ing, the brawls, and the confrontations 
are not between the activists of the right 
and left, but between left activists and 
the police. 

right can lean on are not extralegal 
forces but the establishment, the police 
and part of the army. But that's consider- 
able. 

The only considerable forces the 

9: Is there an economic crisis with 
repercussions in the political field? 

A: There is no economic crisis in 
the UniFed States and there is no question 
of one. There is talk of a recession next 
year. But I don't want to say anything 
about that because these are minor fluctu- 
ations. The real income of the workers is 
starting to decline. Real wages are higher 
than ever in spite of the rise in the cost 
of living, but the tax increases have pro- 
duced a slight drop in the net real family 
income and in wages. However, this is a 
minimal decline in relation to the heights 
attained at the end of 196.5. 

This might be cause for, let us 
say, irritation. But it is an entirely 



minor phenomenon. The prosperity is still 
such that there are no economic causes to 
provoke any reaction from the majority of 
the working class. 

really poor minority strata. And these 
poor layers are much larger than general- 
ly believed. The poverty in the big cities 
is shocking. New York and Chicago have 
slums of the sort no onger seen in half 
of the cities in Eur e. The Scandinavian 
countries, Switzerland, West Germany, Hol- 
land, and even Belgium no longer have the 
massive concentrations of poverty that 
you see in various American big cities. 

4: Does this contradiction between 
the haves and the disinherited masses cre- 
ate only irritation, o r  is this expressed 
in a deeper malaise? 

A :  The political crisis the United 
States is going through has more complex 
causes. They cannot be reduced simply to 
the problem of the antithesis between the 
rich and the poor. I would go back to the 
formula I just used. What is beginning to 
shake the stability of American society 
is a process of political polarization. 
For almost thirty-five years this cele- 
brated Roosevelt coalition governed the 
United States. Even during eight years 
of the Eisenhower administration it re- 
mained unshaken. This coalition was a 
phenomenon absolutely unique in the world. 
And its nature, let us s a y ,  its unnatural 
nature, escaped most observers on the 
European left. 

coalition? There were three. There was 
the "liberal" 'big bourgeoisie -- liberal 
and imperialist, of course -- the New York 
bankers. There were the unions, with the 
small train they still had of liberal 
black organizations. And there were also 
the Southern Bourbons, that is the most 
retrograde, the most reactionary part of 
the American bourgeoisie and petty- 
bourgeoisie. T:he pawns of this coalition 
were the workers, who though unionized 
lacked political consciousness, above all 
the large grou ps of relatively recent im- 
migrants -- pa cticularly the masses of 
Italian, East ;European, and Jewish, and, 
to a lesser extent, Irish origin, which 
were kept well in hand by the Democratic 
electoral machine. 

tion. It represented 60 percent of the 
American electorate. It was sustained by 
a certain number of totally contradictory 
factors. In the first place. there was 
the completely exceptional prosperity of 
American capitalism, which enjoyed a mo- 
nopoly of productivity on the world mar- 
ket, enabling .it to pay its workers wages 
two or three times above the level of the 
workers in Western Europe. 

It is a. different matter for the 

What were the components of this 

This was a totally disparate coali- 

In the second place, it was main- 
tained by the American workers' lack of 
political class consciousness. The Amer- 
ican working class still has a very acute 
class consciousness as far as defending 
its wages goes, but it has no political 
consciousness, no tradition of indepen- 
dent political action. Above all, it has 
no socialist internationalist political 
traditions. And as long as its wages are 
maintained, it is inclined to tolerate 
American imperialism's foreign policy so 
long as it does not cause too many trem- 
ors in American society. 

And in the third place, the coali- 
tion was maintained by the continuation 
of racial segregation in the South and 
the passivity of the black masses and 
even of the black youth, whose only de- 
sire at the time was integration into 
American society, thus identification 
with white rule and conversely nonidenti- 
f ication as blacks. 

And in the fourth place, the coali- 
tion was maintained by the predominance 
of the traditional moderate "liberal" 
left (they could be called Radical So- 
cialists in France) among the intellec- 
tuals and students. 

These four elements have begun to 
break down in recent years. This began 
with the blacks. Blacks who, under the 
pressure of various factors -- the mecha- 
nization of agriculture in the South, 
the industrialization of the South, the 
rural exodus, mass shift from the South 
to the North -- blacks who were urbanized, 
proletarianized, and radicalized, began 
to reject the goal of integration pure 
and simple. They became aware of their 
identity as blacks, of the dual oppres- 
sion that weighs on them both as poor 
people and as blacks. This has been ex- 
pressed above all in the radicalization 
of black youth, the birth of the black 
power movement, etc. 

in the Democratic party between the South- 
ern Bourbons who wanted to fight any move- 
ment for faster integration, and the mo- 
nopolist bourgeoisie of the North who 
wanted to stem the black radicalization 
by speeding up integration somewhat and 
making concessions to the black vanguard. 

broad masses of black people have broken 
with the Democratic party. Analysis of 
the elections may show that the loyalty 
of the black masses to the Democratic 
party was greater than that of any other 
strata of the American population. But 
this caused a split in the Democratic 
party in the South, a beginning of a 
split with the appearance of the Wallace 
phenomenon and the emergence of the first 
black radical groupings, which were the 

Then a profound cleavage developed 

It cannot be said yet that the 
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MOHAMMED HARBI, FIVE OTCHERS, RELEASED BY BOUMEDIENNE 

first centers of agitation among the stu- 
dents. 

A second factor working against 
the Roosevelt; coalition is the Vietnam 
war. The war has provoked a very broad 
reaction among the students and intellec- 
tuals. This reaction, whose breadth is 
underestimated in Europe, is very impor- 
tant. It has completely changed the Amer- 
ican political climate and gives the best 
answer to those who talk about a semifas- 
cist danger or police state in the United 
States. I would say that we have never 
seen in an imperialist country such a 
vast and radical opposition to a war in 
progress as that manifesting itself in 
the United Stiates today. 

We were privileged to see the 
birth of a new stage in the antiwar move- 
ment, which is basing itself more and 
more on the s,oldiers themselves. In Octo- 
ber there were a series of demonstrations 
by soldiers supported by the population. 
In San Francisco, 500 soldiers demonstrat- 
ed, backed UE' by 15,000 persons. And simi- 
lar demonstra.tions took place elsewhere, 
and even in the South. 

This movement calls for democratic 
rights for soldiers and especially free- 
dom of speech., organization, and freedom 
to demonstrate. The soldiers thus are de- 
manding the right to protest against the 
war and to call for the immediate with- 
drawal of American troops from South Viet- 
nam. And it seems moreover that this move- 
ment is also spreading among the soldiers 
in South Vietnam. 

The Vietnam war has had consider- 
able weight in the creation of a second 
center of radicalization among the stu- 
dents and intellectuals. There has been 
an enormous change in comparison to 1962, 
when I first visited the U.S. We can say 
that today the American universities have 
in fact become centers of radicalism as 

never before, except to some extent at 
the beginning of the thirties. There is 
no university -- and I visited about 
thirty -- where there are not radical 
student groups holding the center of the 
stage or where there are no professors 
of radical or advanced socialist opin- 
ions. 

Still to be considered are the 
last two components of the split coali- 
tion. We can say that the polarization 
is going to have a contradictory effect 
on one of them -- Northern big capital. 
Big capital in general also polarizes 
when it is confronted with a mass radi- 
calization. One wing will want to go 
further in granting reforms, the other 
toward taking a harder line. 

The fourth component is left, the 
most important one, and the most enigmat- 
ic one as well -- the mass of workers. 
The answer to the question of what this 
mass will do has nothing to do with de- 
monic formulas such as the worker masses 
being racist, frustrated, moving toward 
fascism. These factors affect only small 
minorities. 

The future responses of these 
masses depend essentially on one factor, 
whether o r  not the system is able to as- 
sure that the high standard of living 
will be maintained and that it will con- 
tinue to improve. If the answer is yes, 
then the outlook for the United States 
is not fascism but a continuation of the 
relative stability which this society has 
known over the last thirty years. If the 
answer to this question is no, then the 
outlook by far the most probable is that 
a third center of radicalization will 
emerge, a center of radicalization in 
the unions and among the workers. 

That obviously is another ques- 
tion.. . 

The Boumedienne regime has recently 
released several political prisoners who 
have been jailed without trial since 
shortly after Ben Bella was overthrown in 
June 1965. Mohammed Harbi , Bachir Hadj 
Ali, and Hocine Zahouane] all leaders of 
the 0rganisal;ion de la Resistance Popu- 
laire [Popular Resistance Organization] , 
were freed November 1. Their movements 
are still restricted and they are banned 
from entering the Algerian capital. 

Mohammed Harbi is a revolutionary 
socialist, well known as a journalist and 
the former editor of Rbvolution Africaine. 
He was a member of the Central Committee 
of the Front de Libbration Nationale, and 

was at 01= time general secretary of the 
provisional government of the Republic 
of Algeria. He went into opposition to 
Ben Bella in 1962, although he later sup- 
ported him against more conservative ele- 
ments in the Algerian government. The ORP 
was formed after the June coup in resis- 
tance to the Boumedienne regime. 

Three of Ben Bella's close collab- 
orators were released November 17. These 
were Hadj Ben Alla, former president of 
the National Assembly; Mohamed Seghir Nek- 
kache, former minister of health; and Ab- 
derrahman Ben Cherif, former minister in 
charge of the president's office. Ben Bel- 
la himself is still being held. 
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ORGANIZATION SEEKS TO REACH U.S. SERVICEMEN WITH ANTIWAR VIEWS 

[The widespread growth of antiwar 
sentiment in the U.S. armed forces -- as 
shown by the participation of 500 active- 
duty servicemen in an antiwar march in 
San Francisco October 12 -- has produced 
a general turn among peace organizations 
toward work among GI's. One symptom of 
this concern .is the recent formation in 
New York of a group called "Serviceman's 
Link to Peace. I t  

[Initiated by Vietnam veterans, 
the new organization shares offices with 
the Committee f o r  a Sane Nuclear Policy, 
a conservative peace group. One of the 
first projects of Serviceman's Link to 
Peace will be a national peace Christmas 
card campaign for soldiers in Vietnam. 
The group has asked that signed but unad- 
dressed cards be sent to: LINK, % SANE, 
381 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 
10016. 

CFolloilring is the text of the 
first press release of the new organiza- 
tion. 1 

* * *  

Marches, demonstrations, and other 
antiwar actions are a credit to the peace 
movement, but have not had enough impact 
on the men in uniform. This is the view 
of a group of Vietnam veterans opposed to 
the war who have formed an agency to 
build communication between servicemen 
and peace organizations. They call them- 
selves the Sei?viceman's LINK to Peace. 

"The purpose of LINK," says Viet- 
nam veteran Carl Rogers, "is to break 
through the wall of isolation which sepa- 
rates military life from the civilian com- 
munity. The average GI lives in a distant 
world which is predicated on ignorance, 
fear, and unquestioned obedience to au- 
thority. His opinions are neither valued 
nor sought, and his legal rights are vio- 
lated often w:Lthout his knowledge ,I1 says 
the 25-year-o:Ld former chaplain's assis- 
tant. 

"In the case of Vietnam, service- 
men fear the imknown of life in combat; 
they are ignorant not only of their rights 
but also of the policies which have sent 
them there. 

Rogers feels that Vietnam also pre- 
sents a special problem of distance since 
it is unusua1:Ly isolated from life in the 
United States and from the peace movement 
in particular. He and the Vietnam veter- 
ans who have organized LINK are attempt- 
ing to inform, educate, and motivate ser- 
vicemen with respect to the peace move- 
ment. 

Vietnan vet Steve Wilcox who is 

running the LINK office at 381 Park Ave- 
nue South in New York says, "The GI needs 
to be informed about American policies -- 
how they arose and where they are lead- 
ing." Wilcox, an instructor in political 
science who has taken a leave of absence 
from teaching to direct LINK'S informa- 
tion and education program, believes LINK 
can inform servicemen of their rights to 
hold and express opinions -- especially 
about the war. 

"We are already working with a num- 
ber of lawyers and law students to develop 
programs that can help men know what they 
can and can't do while in the service," 
he says. "Law for the military is con- 
trolled under the Uniform Code of Mili- 
tary Justice, but it's neither uniform 
nor just," Wilcox states emphatically. 

"Reform of the UCMJ is possible , I 1  
he says, "and must come as more and more 
people learn of the lack of due process 
in the service." 

"Such reform may be difficult to 
get ," admits the 28-year-old army veteran, 
"but there is no denying that dissension 
in the ranks has increased tremendously 
as our commitment in Vietnam has grown." 
How much it's increased is difficult to 
assess but the support for a chain of 
antiwar coffeehouses outside several mili- 
tary bases at home and the increasing mem- 
bership in a servicemen's union give 
proof of the sentiment of thousands of 
disillusioned men in uniform. Wilcox knows 
that this dissension is leading to action 
by individual GI's and he and the veterans 
of the LINK project want to see that it is 
constructively supported by the peace move- 
ment. 

LINK has compiled the names of sev- 
eral thousand. servicemen who have shown 
an interest in the peace movement. Many 
of these men are receiving one or more of 
the several antiwar newspapers, of which 
the largest is the Vietnam GI, edited by 
other Vietnam veterans. 

''By working with the Vietnam GI 
and the other servicemen's papers," says 
Rogers, "we expect to increase the number 
of men being reached through the mail, 
but to demonstrate more visible support 
for the men LINK plans to open a number 
of information centers in the cities of 
Southeast Asia where servicemen take 
their R and R (Rest and Recuperation) 
holidays from Vietnam." 

are in service they are exposed not only 
to what he considers the "one-sided posi- 
tion of the military" but also to such 
"para-military organizations as the Amer- 
ican Legion, the V.F.W. [Veterans of For- 

Rogers points out that while men 
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eign Wars1 arid the U.S.O. [United Service 
Organizations1 -- all of which maintain 
contact and siupport through letters, pub- 
lications and. celebrity tours. '' "Our LINK 
Information Centers can serve to counter- 
act this sort: of activity," he says, "and 
more importantly, they can be our means 
of highly vie,ible support for the troops.'' 

The first of the centers is soon 
to open in Ha.waii and will be staffed by 
Vietnam veterans, under Rogers' direction, 
and will have American girls serving as 
hostesses. Rogers gives all of the host- 
esses an extensive training program so 
they will be able to demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the GI's problems and 
show that they have a knowledge of how he 
thinks and speaks. 

"We want each center to have a re- 
laxed and informal atmosphere ," says 24- 
year-old hostess Judy Dome, who taught 
seventh-grade history in Colorado before 
joining the LINK staff. She says the ten- 
ters will not be blatantly antiwar. 

"We just want a place where ser- 
vicemen can have a chance to exchange in- 
formation, discuss what sorts of action 
can be taken, and in general, serve as a 
means of convincing the individual ser- 
viceman that his opinions are worth some- 
thing and that his own experience in Viet- 
nam has value." 

Rogers believes that some of the 
GI's coming into the centers can be en- 
couraged to discuss their opinions when 
they return to their units, and he is pre- 
pared to provide them with books and lit- 
erature they can take back. 

One of LINK'S most important ser- 
vices will be the arrangement of speaking 
tours across the United States by veter- 
ans who have just returned from the war. 
These tours will be arranged for some of 
LINK'S sponsoring peace organizations. 

sort of activity after he is discharged 
is a far more difficult task than to con- 
vince him of its importance while he is 
still serving," says veteran Jan Crumb of 
New Jersey, another LINK organizer and 
founder of the Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War. "There are 18,000 men returning 
each month," he reports, "and it seems 
reasonable to assume that we can have a 
significant number ready to speak out on 
the war if they are contacted in advance 

"To enroll the veteran in this 

of discharge and if they have been as- 
sured how important the peace movement -- 
and the public -- considers their views." 

are readily suspicious, if not downright 
hostile, towards anyone who seeks to in- 
volve him in "being" against the war -- 
particularly if he gets the impression 
that being against the war is being 
against soldiers, but he believes that 
constructive dialogue can take place when 
each "side" understands and supports the 
other. 

M r .  Crumb admits that many GI's 

"Creating that understanding is 
our job at LINK," says the former army 
specialist who was the first serviceman 
from Vietnam to be granted an appointment 
to West Point, from which he later re- 
signed in opposition to the war. 

propose a strictly legal operation, advo- 
cating only actions that are within each 
GI's rights. On the question of desertion 
Rogers is quick to point out that they 
will do nothing to promote such action 
and will not assist those men who do plan 
to desert. 

"Last year 40,000 men were listed 
as deserters," he reports, and he knows 
that most GI's who desert from Vietnam do 
so while on R and R, but he hopes that the 
staffs in the LINK Information Centers 
will be able to convince any man of such 
a mind of the long-term value of complet- 
ing his service and working constructive- 
ly and legally within the military to op- 
pose the war. 

tion," says Rogers, "but this action can 
take many forms -- ranging from discus- 
sion and greater willingness to talk with- 
in the individual's unit, to commitment 
to an active role in the peace movement 
when the serviceman gets home." 

"The great potential strength of 
this project lies in its opportunity for 
the peace movement to show visible sup- 
port for the GI's now," says Rogers. Ulti- 
mately he feel-s the hope f o r  new life in 
the peace movement and for its continued 
growth in the future may very well depend 
on how successful they are in getting the 
men who've experienced Vietnam copitted 
to joining with them in acting against 
not only this war but also future wars 
and their causes. 

LINK makes it explicit that they 

"We want to motivate men to ac- 

MOBUTU SENDS TROOPS AGAINST FOLLOWERS OF PIE= MULELE 

New evidence of opposition to Con- cuted rebel leader Pierre Mulele. The reb- 
golese dictator Mobutu was revealed by Ra- els had come out of the forest at Kilembe 
dio Kinshasa November 11. The government 
station said troops had been sent to deal province. The censored broadcast did not 
with several thousand followers of exe- report any details of the action. 

near Gungu in Banudngu (formerly Kwilu) 



-1,043- 

SAT0 G O \ " M E N T  "SHOCKt3D" BY SOCIALIST VICTORY I N  OKINAWA 

Premier Eisaku Sat0 of Japan -- 
and h i s  supporters i n  Washington -- was 
dea l t  a stunning setback November 10 when 
the candidate of  his Liberal-Democratic 
party went down t o  defeat i n  the elect ion 
fo r  chief executive of the RyuQu Islands. 

been counted, the c lear  victory was Chob- 
yo Yara, 65. Yara, who w a s  backed by the 
Socia l i s t  and Communist pa r t i e s ,  polled 
227,400 votes t o  201,236 f o r  Junji Nish- 
ime, president of the Liberal-Democratic 
party of Okinawa and former mayor of Naha, 
the i s land ' s  cap i ta l .  

When 94 percent of the vote had 

The central  issue i n  the elect ion 
was the popular demand f o r  an end t o  the 
United States  occupation of Okinawa, i t s  
return t o  Japan, and the dismantling of 
American m i l i t a r y  bases i n  the R y u Q u s .  
Yara had campaigned f o r  immediate rever- 
sion of the island group t o  Japan, while 
h i s  conservative opponent had supported 
Sa to ' s  p l an  f o r  drawn-out negotiations on 
the question with Washington, with an i m -  
p l i c i t  guarantee tha t  U.S.  bases would 
remain even i f  formal control were re- 
stored t o  Tokyo. 

A mass movement opposed t o  the 
American occupation has mushroomed i n  Oki- 
nawa. The recent election i t s e l f  w a s  a 
concession wo:n by the mass mobilization 
of the Okinawan people. It was the f i r s t  
election fo r  (chief executive since the 
U.S. administration began. 

The Japanese press described the 
Sato governme:nt as "shocked" by the l e f t -  
i s t  victory.  'Takeo Fukuda, general secre- 
ta ry  of the rul ing Liberal-Democratic 
party,  nervously expressed the hope tha t  
Yara would follow " r e a l i s t i c  and construc- 
t i ve  pol ic ies .  I' 

The Japan Socia l i s t  party,  i n  a 
victory statement, declared: "The con- 
servative Government of Premier Eisaku Sa- 
t o  i s  trying t o  strengthen an Asian anti-  
communist mili tary al l iance under the 
guidance of President-elect Richard Nixon. 
It should be the responsibi l i ty  of the 
Japanese people t o  block t h i s  scheme and 
a t t a i n  the immediate re turn of the is- 
lands t o  Japan. '' 

Yara announced tha t  he would s e t  
up a committee t o  study the gradual clos- 
ing of Americm bases. 

special  blow t o  Sato. The premier's popu- 
l a r i t y  has been sagging badly i n  the l a s t  
year due t o  h i s  close ident i f icat ion with 
'J.S. policy i n  Vietnam. He had staked a 
l o t  on the election. Campaigning began as 

The outcome of the election was a 

ear ly  as May even though the elect ion was 
not o f f i c i a l ly  announced u n t i l  October 21. 
Po l i t i ca l  par t ies  i n  Japan were deeply in- 
volved i n  backing the candidates of t h e i r  
a f f i l i a t e d  par t ies  i n  Okinawa. Takeo Fu- 
kuda himself went t o  Naha t o  campaign f o r  
Nishime. 

Nishime's defeat creates a new dif-  
f i c u l t y  f o r  Sat0 i n  his bid t o  r e t a in  
leadership of the Liberal-Democrats i n  
the biennial election f o r  party leader 
coming up l a t e r  t h i s  month. The winner 
there w i l l  become premier. 

Sato i s  not the only one who was 
worried by the radical  victory i n  Okinawa. 
The New York Times pointedly commented 
November 1 2  tha t  i t  "may a l s o  a f fec t  the 
long-range planning of the United States  
mil i tary commanders i n  Asia and the Pa- 
c i f i c ,  who regard Okinawa, the la rges t  
island i n  the R y u k y u  chain, as a forward 
base of v i t a l  importance t o  the American 
defense posture i n  Asia. ... 

"American mil i tary commanders have 
recently termed the big a i r  bases i n  Oki- 
nawa v i t a l  t o  the a i r  defense of Taiwan 
and of South Korea.. .I1 

The "defense" the generals are 
talking about includes the use of tankers 
from Okinawa t o  refuel  Guam-based B-52 
bombers used t o  r a in  death on Vietnam. 
Nuclear weapons are stockpiled on the 
island fo r  possible use against China. 
They could be delivered v i a  Mace-B m i s -  
s i l e s  o r  F-105 j e t s .  

The Times pointed t o  another con- 
cern of the Pentagon: the d i f f i cu l ty  of 
finding as convenient a base somewhere 
else  i n  Southeast A s i s  i f  the U.S .  should 
be forced t o  get out. 

"In addition t o  Okinawa's s t ra te -  
gic locat ion,  i t s  value has been great 
because the mil i tary has had a l m o s t  com- 
plete  freedom of movement of American 
forces i n  and out o f  the is lands,  subject 
t o  none of the po l i t i ca l  res t r ic t ions  i m -  
posed on bases on another countryls s o i l . "  

Although the po l i t i ca l  w i l l  of the 
Okinawan people has been made c lear  i n  
the elect ion,  t h e i r  new chief executive 
w i l l  be severely limited i n  the effect ive 
action he can carry out. H i s  proposals 
must be approved by the r e a l  ru le r  of the 
one million people on the is land,  the 
United States  High Commissioner. 

inary victory i n  the big ba t t l e  shaping 
up over the renewal of the Japan-U.S. 
Security Treaty i n  1970. 

The election represents a prelim- 
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Protesting an effort to disbar a 
lawyer who has defended many young dissi- 
dents, students in West Berlin staged the 
most militant; demonstration in that city 
since those which followed the attempted 
assassination of Rudi Dutschke last March. 

Equipped for the first time like 
their Japanese counterparts wit 
protective clothing, and poles, 
1,000 students showed up at 9: 30 a.m. on 
November 4 near the state courthouse 
where the labryer, Horst Mahler, was sched- 
uled to be tried by a "court of honor." 
A sympathizer of the SDS [Sozialistischer 
Deutscher Studentenbund -- Germ 
ist Student Union], Mahler was 
with inciting young people to commit il- 
legal acts. 

police at every cross street in the en- 
RoadbLocks had been set up by the 

water cannon, charged the students' lines, 

lice attacks. They even managed to cap- 
ture a water cannon and turn it on the 
police. Finally they retreated toward the 
bridge over the River Spree. They held 
out there for a time, throwing paving 
stones at their attackers. 

Of the 150 persons reported in- 
jured in the fighting, 120 were police. 
Four mounted police were unhorsed. Twenty- 
eight students were injured, some serious- 
ly, and 48 were arrested. 

STUDENT REVOLT FLARES IN PAKISTAN 

Four people have been killed, doz- 
ens of students arrested, and a number of 
prominent politicians have been jailed 
after a week of student demonstrations in 
Pakistan. Troops were called out in Rawal- 
pindi, the country's interim capital, 
November 8, tihe third day of major protest 
acti9ns. A dusk-to-dawn curfew was im- 
posed on the city, and all schools and 
universities were closed "indefinitely" 
throughout the country. 

crowd of 3,000 in Rawalpindi, killing one 
student . 

On November 7 police fired on a 

In Karachi police used clubs to 
break up a demonstration of several hun- 
dred students, who were demanding reforms 
in teaching and in examinations, and bet- 
ter organizat,ion of public transportation. 
About twelve students were arrested. Four 
student leaders had previously been jailed 
for "inciting" their comrades to renew a 
strike which began in October when stu- 
dents stoned the Radio-Pakistan building. 

At Hyd.erabad, police arrested three 
students for participating November 4 in 
an attempt to occupy the office of the 
vice-chancellor of the University of Sind. 

The decision to call out the army 
was made when students in Rawalpindi 
staged a mass demonstration November 8 at 
the funeral of their comrade who had been 
killed by the police. The students threw 
pieces of brick at the police, who re- 
plied with tear-gas grenades. Three po- 
lice cars were burned. Three students 
were killed. 

Authorities closed the university 
at Peshawar following a demonstration 
there in solidarity with the Rawalpindi 
students, and a similar incident took 
place in Dacca, in East Pakistan. 

e with heavy clubs charged a 
h in Lahore November 11. The 
e coming from a district 

court where former foreign minister Zulfi- 
kar Ali Bhutto was addressing a meeting 
of lawyers. The demonstrators were demand- 
ing the repeal of  a 1960 law giving the 
government the right to revoke diplomas 
of students who violated the internal 
security of the state. They also called 

ablishment of the union of 
the release of their leaders. 

The day before, a 22-year-old stu- 
dent was arrested in Peshawar for alleged- 
ly firing two shots at President Mohammad 
Ayub Khan during a public meeting. 

West Pakistan, declared, in a November 11 
Mohammd Musa, the governor of 

ast, that the disorders were 
lements of the opposition con- 
nst the integrity and the 

very existence of Pakistan." 

The government responded to the 
est with a wave of arrests 

aimed at prominent opposition politicians. 
On November 13 Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was 
arrested in Lahore on a charge of inciting 
the people. Fourteen other political fig- 
ures were also arrested, two of whom be- , 
longed to the ruling Moslem League. Most 
were members of Bhutto's Pakistan People's 
party. Five were members of the National 
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People's party, including its president, onstrations in at least six cities call- 
Khan Abdul Wa.15 Khan. ing f o r  the release of the politicians. 

Bhutto is expected to run against 
Mohammad Ayub Khan in the presidential 
election scheduled for 1970. 

strations broke out November 14. In Ka- 
rachi ten persons were jailed, including 
Mahmudul Haque Usmani, general secretary 
of the pro-Moscow wing of the National 
Awami party. Lawyers staged peaceful dem- 

The arrests continued as new demon- 

A s  foreign minister, Bhutto had ad- 
vocated close diplomatic and trade rela- 
tions with the People's Republic of China. 

Bhutto was dropped from the cabi- 
net in 1966, almost simultaneously with 
an announcement from Washington that full- 
scale economic aid to Pakistan, halted af- 
ter the 1965 war with India, would be re- 
sumed. 

12,000,000 WORECERX STAGE GENERAL STRIRE IN ITALY 

Twelve million workers held a na- 
tionwide general strike in Italy Novem- 
ber 14 demanding major reforms in the so- 
cial security program. Thousands of stu- 
dents, engaged in a struggle for universi- 
ty and high-school reform, joined the 
workers movement. 

The general strike marked the high- 
est point to Iflate in a wave of actions by 
workers and students that has swept the 
country in recent weeks. Workers in Rome 
demanding wage raises clashed with police 
and with nonstrikers November 8. 

Naples was paralyzed the same day 
by a general ,strike called by all the 
union federations to demand government in- 
tervention to revive the economy in the 
area. At Ancone on the Adriatic, as well 
as Udine and :Frioul, workers struck for 
higher wages. 

marched in Venice asking for more class- 
rooms and more teachers. Similar demon- 
strations took place in Florence and Rome. 

The student protests mushroomed in- 
to a national movement November 12, when 
tens of thousimds demonstrated across 
Italy for a voice in school administra- 
tion and better facilities. 

A thousand high-school students 

In Rome a two-day sit-in closed 
the University School of Education, post- 
poning entrance examinations. At the Uni- 
versity of Padua, students cabled the Min- 
ister of Education, protesting the exami- 
nation system, while at Bari 1,000 stu- 
dents from the technical schools held a 
march to demand an assembly hall. Demon- 
strations took place in Florence and Fer- 
rara. 

universities who have completed the neces- 
sary requirements. 

demonstrated against the arrest of two 
of their fellows in a previous march. The 
extension of the protest movement into 
the high schools marked a new step fo r -  
ward for the student strikes. 

In Pistoia, high-school students 

The strikes continued and deepened 
as they entered their second day. Thou- 
sands of high-school students demonstrat- 
ed in the streets of Rome November 13. 
Leaders of the "Student Movement" in 
Florence declared their support for the 
workers' general strike. Their statement 
said, "The battles that workers carry for- 
ward against the exploitation of one class 
by another are the same battles that the 
students carry on against the class 
schools. " 

criticizing the administration of the 
Catholic University. Elsewhere in the 
city, police were used to remove forty 
students from the halls of a high school. 

In Ferrara police broke up a sit- 
in of 800 students at one high school. A 
hastily called meeting of the city's high- 
school principals voted to grant the stu- 
dents' main demand, f o r  the right to po- 
litical assemblies. 

Leaflets were distributed in Milan 

Students in Bologna and Bari de- 
manded more departments in the high 
schools and technical schools, and more 
state scholarships. 

strike began at midnight, November 1.3, 
the students declared their solidarity. 

When the massive workers' general 

Minister of Education Scaglia was The strike, approved by all the 
finally forced to announce the indefinite major unions, called for higher retire- 
postponement of examinations on a nation- ment pay, greater workers control of so- 
a1 scale. cial security funds, and bigger govern- 

ment contributions to the program. Work- 
The students, like their counter- ers and students held joint demonstra- 

parts in France, maintain the examina- tions in many cities. Genoa, Trieste, 
tions serve to exclude students from the and several other port cities were 
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closed by the strike. 

many cities, usually for several hours. 
Workers held a rally in Milan that 
stopped traffic in the Piazza del Duomo 
for more than. an hour, while in Turin po- 
lice attacked demonstrators in front of 
the Fiat plant with tear gas. Several 
young workers and students were injured 

Public transport was struck in 

in clashes with police in Cagliari and 
Sassari in Sardinia. 

The student struggle continued dur- 
ing the day of the general strike. In 
Bologna, 4,000 students held a march pro- 
testing the closing of a vocational school 
that had previously been occupied by the 
students. The march concluded by joining 
a workers' rally. 

GRIGORENKO SPEAKS OUT FOR SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY IN SOVIET UNION 

More than 300 people braved offi- 
cial disapproval in Moscow November 14 to 
pay a last tribute to Soviet writer Alek- 
sei Y. Kosterin, member of the Communist 
party since 1916 and a veteran of 17 
years in Stalinist labor camps. Kosterin 
died November 10; he was 72.  The writer 
resigned from the Communist party in Octo- 
ber to protest what he called the party's 
return to Stalinism. He was secretly ex- 
pelled from the Union of Soviet Writers 
October 3 0 ,  and his death was not reported 
in the Soviet press. 

page news around the world when a former 
major general of the Soviet army, in eulo- 
gizing his comrade's fight against Stalin 
and his heirs, bitterly denounced the "bu- 
reaucratic machine" and called for a re- 
turn to "Leninist democracy. '' 

called for an end to the "totalitarianism 
that hides behind the mask of so-called 
Soviet democracy." According to reports 
in the Western press, Grigorenko told the 
crowd of mourners, "In farewells, it is 
usually said, 'Sleep quietly, Dear Com- 
rade.' We shall not say this. In the 
first place, he will not listen to me. He 
will continue to fight anyway. 

"In the second place, it is impos- 
sible for me without you, Alyoshka. You 
sit inside me and you will stay there. 
Without you, I do not live. Therefore, do 
not sleep, Alyoshka! Fight, Alyoshka! 

with which they want to keep turning eter- 
nally that damned machine against which 
you fought all your life. We, your 
friends, will not be far behind you. Free- 
dom will come! Democracy will come!" 

Officials of the Moscow crematori- 
um, where the funeral was held, twice in- 
terrupted General Grigorenko's ten-minute 
speech by demanding over the loudspeaker 
that he hurry and finish. In the middle 
of the ceremony, officials intervened to 
seal Che coffin and consign it to the 
flames. The lights were turned out to 
force the mourners to leave quickly. 

The funeral ceremony made front- 

Major General Fyotr G. Grigorenko 

"Burn all the abominable meanness 

Aleksei Kosterin resigned from the 
party when he learned that expulsion pro- 
ceedings had been initiated against him 
for his anti-Stalinist views. In July he 
signed a letter with four other writers 
protesting the impending Soviet invasion 
of Czechoslovakia. He was also among the 
twelve Communist intellectuals who sent 
a letter to the Budapest meeting of the 
pro-Moscow Communist parties in February 
protesting "the trampling on man in our 
country. 

fifty-two years, Kosterin wrote: 

speech, of the press, of assembly, of 
meetings, demonstrations and street pro- 
cessions only exist in the form of de- 
clarations written in the Constitution. 

In returning his party card after 

"As in Stalin's time, freedom of 

"In practice, those who try to use 
their constitutional rights are arrested, 
and anyone who protests against this arbi- 
trariness is expelled from the party, dis- 
missed from work, followed everywhere by 
agents of the K.G.B. [the secret police1 
and have their mouths closed in other, in- 
cluding the most revolting, ways." 

Kosterin said the Soviet party had 
become a kind of job trust for people who 
carried out orders without thinking. "In 
our party at present one is forbidden to 
argue, and one is not permitted to think." 
He condemned the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia as an example of Stalinism in for- 
eign policy. 

Kosterin was not told that he had 
been expelled from the Union of Writers. 
After his death a notice of his expulsion 
was shown to his family and friends by a 
functionary of the union named Ilyin. The 
writer's friends denounced the expulsion 
as illegal because he had not been present 
to defend himself, was not even notified 
of the proceedings, and the action was not 
voted on by the branch of the union of 
which he was a member, as prescribed in 
the statutes. 

General Grigorenko had harsh words 
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for the union officials in his funeral 
speech: 

they were not capable of removing someone 
from the rank,s of writers? They forgot 
that neither Pushkin nor Tolstoy was a 
member of the Union of Soviet Writers, 
and Pasternak was expelled. 

"They isanted to expel Solzhenitsyn, 
when it is Solzhenitsyn who conferred hon- 
or on the Union of Writers by being its 
member and the union adds nothing to Sol- 
zhenitsyn. Do they not understand that it 
is more honorable for any real writers to 
share the fate of Pasternak than to sit 
in meetings a:Longside the Voronkovs and 
the Ilyins?" 

with the victims of recent trials of po- 
litical opponents of the bureaucracy, 
such as Yuri Galanskov, Aleksandr Ginz- 
burg, Vladimii? Bukovsky, and many more 
"whom for understandable reasons I cannot 
name. I t  

"Did it never occur to them that 

Grigorenko declared his solidarity 

Kosterin had been an impassioned 
defender of the rights of national minori- 
ties, particularly the Crimean Tartars, 
who were fiercely persecuted by Stalin. 
Many of the mourners were representatives 
of national minorities. 

Major General Grigorenko , now 61, 

was formerly a lecturer at the Frunze Mil- 
itary Acadeqy in Moscow. He became an 
open critic of the bureaucracy in 1961. 
He was dismissed from the academy, and in 
1964 was imprisoned in a mental hospital 
for eight months, a common way of dealing 
with dissident political views in the So- 
viet Union. While detained, he was reduced 
to the rank of private and discharged from 
the army. 

believed official harassment had hastened 
his friend's death. Reprisals had been 
aimed at Kosterin even after his release 
from the labor camps in 1953 because of 
his defense of socialist democracy: 

Grigorenko said, "by those who believe 
that people exist to create a backdrop 
for 'leaders,' to applaud and shout 'hur- 
rah' for them, to believe in them blind- 
ly, to pray for them, to endure without 
murmur all scorn of themselves and to 
quack with pleasure when into his trough 
they pour more fodder and richer fodder 
than into the other troughs .... 

"He hated not only them but also 
the order they had created. He tirelessly 
repeated Lenin's words, 'There is nothing 
harsher and more soulless than a bureau- 
cratic machine.' Therefore he believed 
that a Communist had no higher task than 
to destroy this machine." 

The former major general said he 

"For this he was terribly hated," 

GUERRILLA SKIRMISHES IN VENEZUELA 

Some fifteen guerrillas attacked Two days later, the military re- 
the police station in the small town of ported that a different group of guer- 
San Vicente in the state of Apure, the rillas ambushed a force of the National 
Venezuelan authorities reported Novem- Guard at a place called Los Naranjos in 
ber 12. the state of Sucre. 

Three soldiers were wounded and an The guerrillas set fire to the 
building in which court is held. They 
also staged a rally and lsainted the walls officer was killed. 
of the town with siogans: 

According to the Ministry of De- 

the region to track down the freedom The others succeeded in escaping, aban- 
fighters . doning their arms as troops pursued them. 

Troops and police were sent to fense, three guerrillas were captured. 

STUDENTS IN PUEBLA BATTLE POLICE 

Some 500 students, demonstrating 
against a decision of the state govern- 
ment to end a subsidy to the university, 
were attacked by police in Puebla, Mexico, 
November 11. 

increase in tuition fees. 
The government decision meant an 

The students took refuge in a news- 

paper plant from which they threw stones 
at the "granaderos. 

lodge the demonstrators. 

Puebla students shouted slogans in soli- 
darity with the student movement in Mexi- 
co City. 

The police finally managed to dis- 

During their demonstration, the 
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MEXICO CITY DAILY ASSAILS U.S.  COMMITTEE FOR AID TO POLITICAL PRISONERS 

By Ricardo Ochoa 

Mexico City 

NOVEMESR 12 -- After the "Olympic 
truce" ended, the striking students de- 
cided on November 4 to continue their 
movement, maintaining that the strike was 
"the only means left to pressure the gov- 
ernment into releasing our imprisoned com- 
rades. 

As so many other times, the cam- 
paign orchestrated by the Diaz Ordaz re- 
gime in this country's abject capitalist 
press drew ridicule from all sides. Its 
eight-column headlines exhorting the uni- 
versity and polytechnic students to "re- 
sume their classes" were rejected by the 
students. In the three months of conflict 
with the government, they have learned 
not to give the slightest credence to the 
fabrications of a totally corrupt press. 

bit of effrontery came from the secretary 
of public education, the writer Agustin 
Yaez, who dared to make this statement: 
"Showing the Olympic spirit, Mexican youth 
will resume their classes today." This as- 
sertion, made November 4, was spread all 
over the country via radio, press and 
television. 

But the crudest and most ridiculous 

The ridiculous appeal was rejected. 
In assembly after assembly, the university 
and polytechnic students reaffirmed their 
determination to struggle. The government 
failed in its demagogic attempt to utilize 
for reactionary aims the excitement over 
the Olympic Games which fifteen days of 
constant propaganda by all the mass media 
had succeeded in infusing into forty-eight 
million Mexicans throughout the length and 
breadth of the country. 

And, in passing, it should be noted 
that in view of the public response to the 
Olympics, the students were correct not to 
boycott them. The constant dinning on the 
theme that "the eyes of the world are on 
Mexico" finally convinced broad layers of 
the population that the Nineteenth Olym- 
pic Games were almost a matter of "nation- 
al honor. '' 

Thus, while the "Olympic truce" 
was a hard blow for the popular cause 
represented by the student movement, it 
also served as an occasion for taking time 
out, for drawing up a balance sheet. 

After the fifteen days of competi- 
tion, the bourgeoisie tried to capitalize 
on the "magnificent organization of the 
Olympic Games." (This was a bit exagger- 
ated, according to the European press. 
Three days after the athletic competition 
had begun, the reporters still did not 

have an adequate program for the events. 
But, according to the Mexican press, there 
has been "a campaign of defamation against 
Mexico" in the world press and especially 
in the European press.) 

Today, the radio, television, and 
movies are ridden with cliches like "the 
eyes of the world are still on Mexico." 

This is true, in fact, but for dif- 
ferent reasons than those alleged by the 
bourgeoisie. The world got a look at the 
barbarism of the Mexican government in the 
Tlatelolco massacre, whose repercussions 
are far from over. 

That the dominant faction of the 
government is concerned about the bad im- 
pression its brutal and bloody acts have 
produced even in liberal circles is shown 
in La Prensa's November 10 Sunday polit- 
ical column "Granero Politico'' [Political 
Granary]. Signed by "Sembrador" [Sower1 , 
this slander-filled diatribe dealt with 
the campaign which the U.S. Committee for 
Justice to Latin-American Political Prison- 
ers (USLA) is carrying on in the United 
States in defense of the victims of the 
Diaz Ordaz regime's repression. 

The anonymous "sower" of slander 
says: "Another of the unquestionably im- 
proper activities of the so-called 'Conse- 
j o  Nacional de Huelga' [National Strike 
Councill, as reported by Agence France- 
Presse, is the visit of two of its members, 
the students Enrique Estrada and Ricardo 
de la Luz to universities in California, 
the Pacific Coast, Columbia, New York, 
Cornell, and others, to describe the 'cli- 
mate of repression' which according& 
them exists in Mexico. These youths, to- 
gether with two French journalists, Domi- 
nique Izoardand Jean Claude Leveque, have 
used their peculiar tour to give public 
lectures accusing their own country's gov- 
ernment for the tragic events in Tlatelol- 
co which were caused in fact by the irre- 
sponsible armed action of their 'Columnas 
de Choque' [Shock Columnsl, as has been 
well verified. The attempt of these Mexi- 
can students to get American public opin- 
ion to support a 'movement' by distorting 
the facts and presenting the attackers as 
the victims is reminiscent of the 'Comision 
de Notables' [Commission of Notables]. This 
body brought the internal affairs of Mexi- 
co before the European courts in the last 
century and invited Napoleon I1 to use his 
armies to impose Maximilian von Hapsburg 
as 'emperor' in order to defend the anti- 
national interests of a faction defeated 
by the great Juhez. Even one of the names 
sounds familiar. There was a Gutierrez 
Estrada on this commission of traitors 
that went out to blacken the good name of 



their country and sell its future to for- 
eigners." [Emphasis added.] 

You don't know where to begin. 
There is nothing but slander and calumny 
in this paragraph. How many lies there 
are! According to this "sower," the 
French -- they had to be French -- jour- 
nalists joined the tour of these two 
"traitors." Wxb what do we find when we 
read the news account? 

The Frsnch journalists who were at 
Ricardo Luz's press conference in New York 
only confirmed the version he gave of the 
October 2 events.. .Because they were in 
Mexico City at the time to report the 
Olympic contests. Many journalists said 
the same thing in their publications -- 
Le Monde, WlKouvel Observateur, the New 
York Times, I?! magazine, and many oth- 
ers. 
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All of them agreed that the army 
fired point-b:lank at a peaceful and de- 
fenseless crowd. Even T A e  magazine spoke 
of the "arrogance of power" of the Diaz 
Ordaz government -- a nice way of describ- 
ing the dictatorship which has been im- 
posed on Mexico. All the daily papers 
have "verified the facts well" that the 
army fired without warning into the crowd. 
That is, according to the versions re- 
porting the iincident in a less tendentious 
way than the official account, the govern- 
ment was responsible for the massacre of 
Tlatelolco. 

The most cynical part of the re- 
port, however, is the statement that "the 
attackers " ( the student s ) are distort - 
ing" the fact,; and making the government -- the poor, weak government which was as- 
saulted by the bad students -- into the 
"attacker. I' This reminds me of the plac- 
ard some students carried in the silent 
demonstration of September 13 which al- 
luded to the Hexican press version of the 
police onslaughts -- "Heroic Granaderos 
[military security police1 Attacked by 
Students Armed With Clubs and Tear Gas." 

But this real whopper is the refer- 
ence to the "Comisi6n de Notables" in the 
last century. The Mexican students have 
no right to alppeal for solidarity from 
the students {of the world because this 
would be betraying the fatherland like 
the conservatives who supported the French 
intervention in the nineteenth century. 
They have no right to give their own ver- 
sion of the events which involved them 
most of all! 

This reminds one of Diaz Ordaz' 
reference in his Presidential Report to 
the "big propisganda campaign" cooked up 
by the students. What complaint could a 
government have on this score which con- 
trols 99.99 percent of the press in the 
country and 100 percent of the radio and 
TV? The students' version was able to win 

over public opinion because of its sim- 
plicity and lack of demagogy, despite the 
fact that they did not have the mass media 
at their disposal as the government did. 

According to this peculiar way of 
defining loyalty or treachery to the fa- 
therland, the government -- which has 
slandered a popular movement without let- 
up, which has called the Consejo Nacional 
de Huelga "Communist, which has fomented 
terroristic attacks on schools and commit- 
ted the crime of mass murder on October 2 -- according to this definition, such a 
government is the authentic representa- 
tive of the fatherland. In the face of so 
much corruption, so much dishonesty, so 
much shamelessness, the students have 
every right to tell their version to the 
world. 

Further on, this Sower adds: "In 
this disgraceful conduct of the 'Consejo 
Nacional de Huelga,' the total lack of 
patriotism of its members, their lack of 
dignity, their evident complicity with, 
or dependence on foreign forces, on those 
who have participated in all the student 
disturbances, is clearly revealed. But 
the greatest contradiction is that this 
so-called 'student movement' calls itself 
'left' and has gone to 'beg alms' in the 
United States. 

To "beg alms," to ask for aid from 
the United States, is a sin which the Mex- 
ican government has freely indulged in for 
decades. You have only to look at the gov- 
ernment's enormous indebtedness to the 
U.S. banks. And foreign investments are 
other very important means by which the 
U.S. government has intruded itself into 
the country. There is no need to recall 
the servility of the president of Mexico 
himself toward Johnson, nor can we forget 
the frequent demonstrations of approval 
by the ruling groups for any triumph what- 
ever of Yankee imperialism. In reality, if 
anyone has "sold the future to foreigners , I 1  

it is theMexicanbourgeoisie, who have 
chained themselves to the cart of U.S. 
imperialism through their economic policy 
of an open door to U.S. capital. 

handed efforts to link the Mexican stu- 
dents to "foreign forces" (including two 
French journalists) only conceal the 
frustration and rage aroused in the Mexi- 
can government by the vigorous and con- 
tinually expanding solidarity which the 
student movement in Mexico has received 
from the progressive and revolutionary 
sectors in the United States. 

In reality, the Sower's heavy- 

In fact the students have found an 
ally of the greatest importance. From now 
on they will be able to carry the truth 
about their movement to the country of 
the Mexican government's most powerful 
ally. Thusl the Mexican students can an- 
swer the Diaz Ordaz government's provoca- 
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tion by hitting at its tourist business, 
which is vital to the pockets of the 
hotel-, restaurant-, and cabaret-owning 
bourgeoisie. 

But the government's own Olympic 
policy caused it to be unmasked. The hun- 
dreds of foreign journalists who came to 
Mexico for the Nineteenth Olympic Games 
were unwilling witnesses to the barbarism 
of Dfaz Ordaz. Many journalists totally 
free of suspicion of being Marxists, lib- 
erals of the purest water like John Rodda 
of the London Guardian Weekly, became the 
most important propagandists for the stu- 
dent struggle in Mexico. 

ber 2 near the Italian woman journalist, 
Oriana Fallaci, who was wounded, and the 
students who were murdered at her side. 
And he wrote a very revealing article en- 
titled "A Postscript to the Olympic Games. '' 
[In the November 7 Guardian Weekly.] 

"Without the Olympic Games , I 1  he 
wrote, "the Government could probably 
have crushed the student movement in 
their own effective manner without any 
nasty publicity. But, as the pictures of 
tanks and troops opposite the main Olym- 
pic Stadium were published throughout the 
world with stories of deaths in riots, the 
Government bezame trapped. 

they have had to expose their ruthless 
oppression to the world. October 2 shocked 
the world and stunned Mexico.... 

Rodda was in Tlatelolco on Octo- 

"To ensure the peace of the Games 

"The conflict has long ceased to be 
just a student uprising. When the students 
make their demands to President Diaz Ordaz, 
the professors and the teachers are behind 
them on the one side, and on the other are 
the peasants, who find things are more 
easily gained by turning to the student 
movement. I t  

After pointing to some examples of 
the students' solidarity with the peasants, 
Rodda says that the president was the one 
who ordered the attack to thwart any at- 
tempt by the students, whether or not they 
had any intention, to take their cause to 
the Olympic arena. 

Then he adds: "If it was clumsily 
executed as a military operation, it was 
wholly successful in attaining its object 
-- a peaceful Games. It was, I suspect, the 
bloodiest massacre of civilians in the last 
quarter of a century in a country not in- 
volved in war or civil war. An accurate 
figure of the deaths will never be known 
but the 500 I reported on the following 
day is not likely to be far off the mark." 

And he ends with this harsh indict- 
ment of the ruling class in Mexico: "In 
Europe this might sound like fantasy. So 
too might the burning of bodies, the 
stripping of others and replacing their 
clothes with army uniforms to boost the 
military casualty lists. BGt Mexico is a 
corrupt country in which the secret agent 
is a crucial arm of Government power. This 
is the challenge that the newly educated 
face. 

SERIOUS PROBLEMS FOR SOUTH KOREAN AGRICULTURE 

Osaka 

The September 7 issue of the Tag- 
I1 Choseon reports a serious crisis in 
the agricultural districts of the Repub- 
lic of Korea [ROK -- South Korea], due to 
two years of dry weather. 

of 5,615 million quarts will reportedly 
be cut by at least 950 million quarts. 

As a result of the crisis, many 
farmers have left their villages, going 
to the already overcrowded cities. 

The total rice crop target figure 

The drought is especially serious 
because the ROK, like other Asian coun- 
tries in the U.S. military system, has 
suffered from chronic agricultural prob- 
lems even in good weather. This is due in 
part to the sharp disparity between the 
standard of living in the cities and in 
the countryside. The U.S.  government has 
propped up the South Korean economy with 
massive transfusions of American dollars, 
very few of which find their way to the 
villages. From 1954 to 1967 more than 

$2.2 billion was "donated" by Washington. 

This has allowed the ROK to main- 
tain an impossible balance of payments. In 
1966, for example, exports amounted to 
$250,000,000 while imports were almost 
three times as high at $736,000,000. The 
chief beneficiary of this artificial ex- 
pansion has been the thin layer of sup- 
porters of the dictatorship concentrated 
in the cities. 

Some figures on the real income 
disparity were made public August 29 by 
the Social Welfare Department. The average 
monthly income for a farming family is 
under 5,000 wong CUS$19.61, less than half 
the average income of city dwellers. The 
percentage of low-income families [less 
than 5,000 wong per month] is 18.7 in the 
urban areas, while it is 62.5 in rural 
districts. 

The two-year drought has deepened 
the already existing poverty in the agri- 
cultural districts into an economic and 
political crisis, which is now beginning 
to affect the cities as well. 
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FIDEL CASTRO AND THE EVENTS I N  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

By Joseph Hansen 

What has happened t o  Fidel  Castro 's  
speech of August 23 i n  which he supported 
the invasion and occupation of Czechoslo- 
vakia by the Warsaw Pact countries? 

Is it being hailed by Moscow? H a s  
the  Soviet cornmand t r i e d  t o  put a copy i n  
the hands of every c i t i z e n  of Czechoslo- 
vakia,  the b e t t e r  t o  explain w h y  foreign 
troops have been s ta t ioned i n  t h e i r  coun- 
t ry?  Have the Czechoslovak communications 
media opened a public discussion of the  
questions i t  I-aises? 

c i rcu la ted ,  has it a t  l e a s t  been placed 
on the agenda f o r  discussion a t  a govern- 
mental l e v e l ,  o r  among the leaders  of the 
Communist par f ies  of the " s o c i a l i s t  camp"? 

n i s t  Par ty ,  U.S.A., one of the few pro- 
Moscow p a r t i e s  i n  the West t o  support the 
invasion wholeheartedly, has displayed an 
ambiguous a t t i t u d e  toward C a s t r o  S speech. 
While u t i l i z i n g  the  f a c t  t h a t  Castro ap- 
proved the act ion of the W a r s a w  Pact coun- 
t r i e s ,  the  top CPUSA leaders  have re- 
frained f r o m  disseminating o r  discussing 
C a s t r o ' s  speech as a whole. 

The si:Lence over what C a s t r o  sa id  
-- one might j u s t i f i a b l y  c a l l  it a con- 
spiracy of si:Lence -- i s  a l l  the  s t ranger  
i n  view of the f a c t  t h a t  the Cuban leader  
remains the only one of a l l  those who 
backed the act ion of the W a r s a w  Pact gov- 
ernments whose posi t ion can be character- 
ized as  i n t e r n a l l y  cons is ten t ,  i f  you ac- 
cept the basic premise advanced by the 
Kremlin t o  j u s t i f y  sending troops i n t o  
Czechoslovakia . 

I f  the  speech i s  not being widely 

The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  even the Commu- 

What led  the Warsaw Pact a l l i e s  t o  
decide t o  block Castro 's  contribution 
f rom being discussed on a broad basis?  
Why did they decide t h a t  it w a s  p o l i t i c a l -  
l y  d iscree t  t o  ignore i t ?  To answer these 
questions,  it is  necessary t o  examine Cas- 
t r o ' s  arguments c losely.  

C x t r o  s Basic Premise 

The Cuban leader s t a t e s  h i s  basic 

"We.. .were convinced -- and t h i s  

premise as  fo:Llows: * 

i s  very important -- t h a t  the Czechoslo- 

* All quotations are  from the o f f i c i a l  
t rans la t ion  released by the Cuban govern- 
ment. S l igh t  var ia t ions may be noted from 
the t e x t  published i n  Intercont inental  
Press ,  September 2 ,  9 ,  and 16 (pp. 694, 
720, 759), which w a s  taken from the f i r s t  
version t h a t  'became avai lable .  

vak regime w a s  dangerously inclined toward 
a subs tan t ia l  change i n  the  system. I n  
s h o r t ,  w e  were convinced that the  Czecho- 

e w a s  heading toward capi ta l -  
i s m  and w a s  inexorably heading toward i m -  
perialism. Of t h a t  we did not have the 
s l i g h t e s t  doubt. I t  

the  regime of Alexander DutEek although he 
does not r e f e r  once t o  Dubcek by name. 

The reasons advanced by Castro f o r  
coming t o  t h i s  conclusion include the in- 
t e r e s t  displayed by imperialism i n  the fer-  
ment i n  Czechoslovakia, a c e r t a i n  respon- 
siveness by some c i r c l e s  i n  the country t o  
t h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  the  slogans t h a t  were ad- 
vanced concerning democratization of the 
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  the pressure f o r  es- 
tablishment of freedom of the press ,  "a 
process of seizure  of the pr incipal  infor- 
mation media by the  reactionary elements" 
which began " t o  develop," "a whole s e r i e s  
of slogans of open rapprochement toward 
c a p i t a l i s t  concepts and theses and of rap- 
prochement towards the West." 

bad about the s i t u a t i o n .  Some of the s l o -  
gans were "unquestionably correct .  t' He al- 
s o  agrees t h a t  respons ib i l i ty  f o r  precipi-  
t a t i n g  a s i t u a t i o n  s o  a l legedly favorable 
t o  the res tora t ion  of capi ta l ism must be 
ascribed t o  the previous (Novotny) regime, 
t o  "incorrect methods of government, bu- 
reaucrat ic  pol icy,  separation from the 
masses.. . 

Castro,  of course, i s  re fer r ing  t o  

He agrees t h a t  not everything w a s  

Various "tendencies were developing 
simultaneously, some of  which j u s t i f i e d  
the change and others of which turned t h a t  
change toward  an  openly reactionary policy." 

It should be noted t h a t  C a s t r o  does 
not contend t h a t  the counterrevolution had 
reached the point of launching an armed 
struggle f o r  power. It w a s  the  DubEek re- 
gime i t s e l f  t h a t  w a s  i n  question, that  w a s  
'!dangerously incl ined toward a subs tan t ia l  
change i n  the system." C a s t r o  says a t  an- 
other point :  T'rovisionally , we reached 
t h i s  conclusion: we had no doubt t h a t  the 
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Czechoslovakia w a s  
de te r iora t ing  and going downhill on i t s  
way back t o  capitalism and that it w a s  in- 
exorably going t o  f a l l  i n t o  the arms of i m -  
perialism. I t  

I do not propose t o  argue here 
whether Czechoslovakia w a s  going downhill 
and on i t s  way back t o  capitalism. The ac- 
cumulating evidence more and more confirms 
the  opposite view -- tha t  a p o l i t i c a l  rev- 
olut ion w a s  maturing i n  Czechoslovakia 
which, i f  Moscow had not intervened, would 
have succeeded i n  bringing a revolutionary 
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socialist regime to power.* 

Justifier; Violation of Sovereignty 

On the basis of his premise, that 
"Czechoslovalria was moving toward a coun- 
terrevolutionary situation, toward capi- 
talism and into the arms of imperialism" 
(which, of course, coincides with the jus- 
tification aclvanced b the Kremlin for in- 
tervening with troopsy , Fidel Castro con- 
siders one of the main bits of propaganda 
used by the Warsaw Pact allies at the time 
to explain what they had done. They said 
they had received an appeal from prominent 
Communists in Czechoslovakia asking them 
to intervene. Out of international soli- 
darity, they had responded to this re- 
quest. 

Castrcl notes that the names of the 
signers of the appeal had not been made 
public up to the time he spoke. However, 
he does not make much of that; he goes to 
the heart of the question. 

"unquestionakly entailed a violation of 
legal principles and international norms." 
It "cannot be denied," he contends, "that 
the sovereign.ty of the Czechoslovak State 
was violated." To say otherwise would be 
"a fiction, a n  untruth. And the violation 
was, in fact, of a flagrant nature." 

"From a legal point of view, this 
cannot be justified .... Not the slightest 
trace of legality exists. Frankly, none 
whatever. I t  

The intervention, in his opinion, 

Castro argues that the sole justi- 
fication for the invasion was political 
necessity. "In our opinion, the decision 
made concerning Czechoslovakia can only 
be explained from a political point of 
view, not from a legal point of view." 

As he sees it, the political situ- 
ation had become so alarming "that it was 
absolutely necessary, at all costs, in 
one way or another, to prevent this even- 
tuality [the restoration of capitalism] 
from taking place. 

ed, or not accepted," he insists, "is 
whether or not the socialist camp could 
allow a political situation to develop 

"The essential point to be accept- 

* Those interested in the point are re- 
ferred to a resolution of the Fourth In- 
ternational criticizing Castro's position 
published in Intercontinental Press, Sep- 
tember 16, p. 766; and the editorial in 
the November issue of Quatrisme Interna- 
tionale, the official magazine of the In- 
ternational Executive Committee of the 
Fourth International, "Czechoslovakia -- 
First Balance Sheet, First Lessons ," pub- 
lished in English in Intercontinental 
Press, October 7, p. 849. 

which would lead to the breaking away of a 
socialist country, to its falling into the 
arms of imperialism. And our point of view 
is that it is not permissible and that the 
socialist camp has a right to prevent this 
in one way or another. I would like to be- 
gin by making it clear that we look upon 
this fact as an essential one." 

Castro puts up a strong case for 
dismissing the appeal of the unnamed 
"group of personalities" as immaterial. Is 
a certain embarrassment detectable in his 
stress on this point? 

Only last January Anibal Escalante 
was put on trial for suggesting that the 
Kremlin intervene in Cuban affairs and 
utilize economic pressure to compel Fidel 
Castro to change his orientation. This was 
held to be a grave crime against Cuba's 
sovereignty, and Escalante was sentenced 
to fifteen years in prison. Others in his 
group were sentenced to terms ranging from 
two to twelve years.* 

sistent of Castro to have considered the 
appeal of the Czechoslovak personalities 
to be legal while maintaining that the ap- 
peal of the Cuban personalities had been 
correctly condemned as illegal. 

oslovak personalities were within their 
rights in making their appeal, for it was 
directed against the allegedly procapital- 
ist Dubc'ek regime, whereas in the case of 
Cuba the appeal of the Escalante group was 
directed against the revolutionary regime 
of Fidel Castro. But this is a political 
argument, hinging on the political aims of 
the two groups -- the appeal of the face- 
less Czechoslovaks being revolutionary, 
Escalante's appeal being counterrevolution- 
ary. 

run into complications when it came to ex- 
plaining why the appeals of such disparate 
groups were in each instance directed to 
the same address -- the Kremlin. Why would 
both the criminal Escalante group and the 
heroic Czechoslovak group each count on a 
favorable response from the Kremlin unless 
all three had something in common? 

Castro avoided these quicksands by 
subordinating the issue of sovereignty to 
political necessity and frankly admitting 
that the action of the Warsaw Pact allies 

It would have been somewhat incon- 

He could have argued that the Czech- 

This line of argument would have 

* For RaGl Castro's report on this, see 
Intercontinental Press, February 23, 
March 1, and March 8 (pp. 158, 184, 202). 
See also "The Case of Anibal Escalante" by 
Livio Maitan in Intercontinental Press, 
February 23, p. 155; and "The Escalante 
Case" and "Escalante and Foreign Policy" 
by Harry Ring in The Militant, Septem- 
ber 27 and October 4. 



did not have the "slightest trac 
ity." 

Gus Hall Tells It Like It Is 

Perhaps the Kremlin regretted that 
it had not beeri as outspoken as Castro on 
this point; The f ppeal of the dis- 
creet personalities turned into the oppo- 
site of what its originators had intended. 
It served to expose the fraudulent nature 
of their arguments. 

saw Pact allies have felt it inadvisable 
to reveal the names of the signers. The 
ones to whom suspicion pointed denied any 
association. Thus, as no personalities, 
prominent or otherwise, stepped forward 
to claim the honor of having asked for 
foreign troops to be sent in, it became 
more and more evident that the population 
and the Communist party were solidly op- 
posed to the intervention. Even the few 
in the regime willing to serve as puppets 
were afraid to identify themselves! Con- 
sequently, within a few days the Kremlin 
dropped all references to the appeal. 

But instead of acknowledging what 
a fraud had been perpetrated, the spokes- 
men of the Warsaw Pact sought to brazen 
it out. 

To this day (November l7), the War- 

Some quarters, secure in the knowl- 
edge that the reimposed censorship pre- 
vents the Czechoslovak Communists from re- 
plying, are even arguing that the invasion 
was intended to safeguard the sovereignty 
of Czechoslovakia. 

Thus Gus Hall, the general secre- 
tary of the CPUSA, asks rhetorically in 
his pamphlet, Czechoslovakia at the Cross- 
roads: "Does anyone really believe that 
the five powers were really violating na- 
tional sovereignty?" They were, he con- 
tends, only protecting their own sover- 
eignty. "The intervention," he adds, "is 
a temporary one." He caps this reasoning 
with the following assurance: "It will 
leave Czechoslovakia's sovereignty intact 
and able to defend itself . I t  

This is reminiscent of the famous 
defense put up by the rapist when he was 
hauled into the frontier court. "First of 
all, judge, does anyone really believe I 
am capable of really raping a defenseless 
woman? Secondly, I was only protecting my 
own virginity. Thirdly, it was only a tem- 
porary situation. And, last but not least, 
afterwards she still had her virginity in- 
tact and able to defend itself ." 

The fact is that Moscow prefers 
Gus Hall's reasoning to Fidel Castro's 
frankness. The Cuban leader's open recog- 
nition of the illegal nature of the So- 
viet intervention in Czechoslovakia was 
highly embarrassing to those in charge of 
justifying the operation. That was one 

reason why they sought to disnose of the 
speech as"quick1y G d  as quieEly as pos- 
sible. 

It would be interesting to know 
ing of the Cubans is 

int. How could the Moscow 
ome in the first place to 
sy and fraudulent device as 
anonymous persons? And why 
othing about arguments 

like those thought up by Gus Hall, main- 
taining that Czechoslovakia's sovereignty 
was preserved by the intervention? 

Has Communism Lost Its Attraction? 

More needs to be said about this is- 
sue, but let us first follow Castro's rea- 
soning after he assumes as his basic prem- 
ise the contention of the Warsaw Pact gov- 
ernments that Czechoslovakia had to be 
saved from going capitalist. 

s not enough, he says, t o  sim- 
a fact that "Czechoslovakia 
ard a counterrevolutionary 
that it was necessary to pre- 
thing more is required. 

"We must analyze the causes," he 
continues, "and ask what factors made this 
possible and created the necessity for 
such a dramatic, drastic and painful mea- 
sure . I '  We must "analyze the causes, the 
factors and the circumstances" that brought 
about a situation leading a group of per- 

"to appeal to other countries 
alist camp to send their armies 
the triumph of the counterrevo- 

lution in Czechoslovakia and tke triumph of 
the intrigues and conspiracies of the impe- 
rialist countries interested in tearing 
Czechoslovakia away from the community of 
socialist nations. I' 

The question is of immegse impor- 

"Gentlemen, he continues, "is it 

tance to Fidel Castro. 

conceivable that a situation could occur, 
under any circumstances, after 20 years of 
communism in our country, of communist rev- 
olution, of socialist revolutibn, in which 
a group of honest revolutionaries, in this 
country, horrified by the prospect of an 
advance -- or rather a retrogr,ession -- to 
counterrevolutionary positions and toward 
imperialism, could find themselves obliged 
to request the aid of friendly armies to 
prevent such a retrogression firom occurring? 
What would have happened to tkje communist 

[consciousness1 of jthis people? 
have happened to the revolution- 
ss of this people?'To the digni- 

ty of this people? To the revblutionary mo- 
rale of this people? If such p situation 
could arise some day, what would have hap- 
pened to all those things which, for us, 
are the essentials of the Revolution?" 

What Castro is saying here, with 
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complete consistency, is that if you 
adopt the position that Czechoslovakia 
was about to fall like a ripe plum to cap- 
italism, then you must draw certain con- 
clusions about the attractive power of 
communism. How is it to be explained that 
capitalism has such an ideological grip 
on the people of Czechoslovakia? And not 
only after twenty years of living under a 
workers state in Czechoslovakia, but 
fifty-one years after the Russian October 
and ten years after the Cuban victory. 

agony, too. A capitalism that has given 
the world two global conflicts, a major 
depression and any number of minor ones. 
It is a capitalism that has given the 
world fascism, and, in the case of Czech- 
oslovakia, tkte Nazi occupation. A capital- 
ism, moreover, that has already wiped out 
two cities with nuclear bombs and that 
threatens to destroy all mankind in a nu- 
clear holocaust. A capitalism that has 
won universal hatred and contempt because 
of such aggressions as the current one in 
Vietnam. A capitalism that has aroused a 
mood of deep rebellion among the youth 
living under it. A capitalism which in 
the United St;ates has touched off repeat- 
ed explosions in the ghettos. 

That's capitalism in its death 

In the. face of all this, the Krem- 
lin is compel.led to say -- in deeds if 
not in words -- that capitalism is more 
attractive to the people of Czechoslova- 
kia than communism! 

It is hard for Bidel Castro to ac- 
cept that. It; is hard for any revolution- 
ist to accept; it. Yet the conclusion is 
unavoidable i.f you admit the premise that 
the counterrevolutionary danger in Czecho- 
slovakia was so great that foreign troops 
had to be sent in to crush it. 

A completely opposite conclusion 
follows if tkte truth of the matter was 
that a politi.ca1 revolution was maturing 
in Czechoslovakia. For this signifies that 
instead of wanting to go back to capital- 
ism, what the people of Czechoslovakia 
wanted was to go forward to socialist de- 
mocracy. If that is the case, capitalism 
cannot possibly be restored in Cxechoslo- 
vakia. The battle is with bureaucratism 
-- the pattern of Stalinist bureaucratism 
imposed on tkte country from the outside. 

Neglect of Communist Ideals 

But let us follow Castro's reason- 
ing further. He insists that "it behooves 
the communist; movement as an unavoidable 
duty to undertake a profound study of the 
causes" that gave rise to the situation 
in Czechoslovakia. 

ly consistent. If such a glaring weakness 
has been uncovered, it would seem high 
time -- fifty-one years after the victory 

The suggestion, again, is complete- 

of the Bolsheviks -- to find out what went 
wrong and what might be done to remedy it. 
If the main strength of communism no longer 
lies in the power of its ideas and its ex- 
ample, but simply in the number and quality 
of its bayonets, then it is in a very dan- 
gerous position. Suppose that the men wield- 
ing the bayonets are likewise attracted by 

begin welcoming it instead 

Every revolutionary socialist, one 
can be sure, will back Fidel Castro in 
pressing for a thorough analysis of the 
causes of the situation in Czechoslovakia. 
One can be just as sure that the Soviet bu- 
reaucracy will not prove responsive. The 
last thing Stalin's heirs want is a pro- 
found study of the causes of the situation 
in Czechoslovakia. 

Another reason can be written down 
for the cool reception they gave Castro's 
speech. 

Castro states that "this is not the 
time to make or pretend to make that pro- 
found analysis, but we can cite some facts 
and ideas." He lists these as "bureaucratic 
methods in the leadership of the country, 
lack of contact with the masses ... neglect 
of communist ideals. 

He deals in particular with the ne- 
glect of communist ideals, beginning with 
internationalism. "The communist ideal can- 
not, for a single moment, exist without in- 
ternationalism, " he says. 

"Sell Any Old Junk" 

Communists who are in power must not 
forget the rest of the world. "They can 
never forget the suffering, underdevelop- 
ment, poverty, ignorance and exploitation 
that exist in a part of the world or how 
much poverty and destitution have accumu- 
lated there. 

A truly internationalist outlook 
cannot be instilled in the people if they 
are allowed to forget these realities and 
the danger represented by imperialism. It 
is wrong to attempt to move the masses 
"through material incentives and the prom- 
ises of more consumer goods alone." 

Castro continues: "We can say -- 
and today it is necessary to speak clearly 
and frankly -- that we have seen to what 
extent those ideals and those internation- 
alist sentiments, that state of alertness 
and that awareness of the world's problems 
have disappeared or are very weakly ex- 
pressed in certain socialist countries of 
Europe. 

is the help which the better-off "social- 
ist" countries should give to the poorer 
ones and to revolutionary movements still 
struggling to achieve power. Later he re- 

What Castro has in mind, evidently, 



seals some sctmdalous examples of Cuba's 
experiences in this field. 

very outdated factories." They were eager 
to "sell any old junk.. .I1 The Novotny re- 
gime sold weapons to Cuba that were the 
"spoils of war seized from the Nazis, 
weapons for which we have been paying, 
and still today are paying for.. . 'I The 
Tito regime even refused to sell arms to 
revolutionary Cuba although it offered 
them to Batista. 

This is a very telling point. The 
leaders of the Warsaw Pact must have 
squirmed a bit over the public exposure. 
Perhaps that was when they decided to 
throw the document in the wastebasket. 

Was Castro Consulted on Invasion? 

' O n  many occasions they sold us 

Castro could have said much more, 
however, under the heading of "interna- 
tionalism. I' Even in its economic aspects 
he confines himself largely to the ques- 
tion of international solidarity in meet- 
ing the imperialist enemy and in dealing 
with underdeveloped countries. He leaves 
out completely how the parasitic economic 
interests of the bureaucracy affect inter- 
national cooperation and interfere with 
correctly solving such problems as achiev- 
ing the optimum ratios in the production 
of the various kinds of goods. 

Castro'ls reticence on the politi- 
cal aspects of internationalism is even 
more striking. Where is internationalism 
best exemplified if not in trying to 
reach joint solutions to the common polit- 
ical problems facing the workers movement, 
particularly in confronting imperialism? 

up in accordance with the rules of demo- 
cratic central-ism, took up the problem of 
the drift in Czechoslovakia toward an al- 
leged counteri~evolutionary situation? 
What international body, composed of rep- 
resentatives of all the socialist coun- 
tries, decided that no other solution was 
possible save a surprise invasion consist- 
ing in the main of Soviet troops? 

Was Castro, for instance, asked 
for his views or for suggestions as to 
possible alternatives? Was he even noti- 
fied in advance? Or was he merely told 
about the action after it had occurred? 

All the evidence indicates that 

But what international body, set 

the decision was reached secretly by top 
bureaucrats in Moscow who preferred to re- 
main anonymous. To this day, it is not 
known if some of those participating be- 
hind closed doors in these secret coun- 
cils were opposed or if the decision was 
unanimous. Everyone else in the "social- 
ist camp" was required to step forward 
after the event and be counted publicly 
for or against, a position hardly in ac- 

cord with the dignity of communist man. 
And criticisms were not given much of a 
hearing, as we can see from the way Cas- 
tro's speech was received. 

"Peaceful Coexistence 

Another practice of "certain social- 
ist countries of Europe" which Castro con- 
demns is "the preaching of peace." He, of 
course -- as he patiently explains -- is 
not advocating war. "We are not the enemies 
of peace; we are not in favor of wars; we 
do not advocate universal holocaust. But 
he thinks it is wrong to keep crying, peace, 
peace, when there is no peace. "And those 
realities cannot be changed by simply 
preaching, in one's own house, an excessive 
desire for peace." 

If peace must be preached, let it be 
done in the enemy's camp and not in one's 
own camp. 

What Castro is attacking here, with- 
out nailing it down, is the concept of 
"peaceful coexistence" peddled by the Krem- 
lin which plays into the hands of imperial- 
ism and which has led to disaster after di- 
saster for the working class international- 

A free discussion on this policy and 

ly. 

its consequences would be highly useful, 
particularly "in certain socialist coun- 
tries in Europe,Il above all the Soviet 
Union. But free discussions in those coun- 
tries on such topics is taboo. That is why 
Castro's speech seems not to have been 
cleared by the "socialist" censors. 

What About the Soviet Union? 

Some of Castro's sharpest criticisms 
refer directly to the Soviet Union. He s a y s ,  
for instance: "We are against all those 
bourgeois liberal reforms within Czechoslo- 
vakia. But we are also against the liberal 
economic reforms...that have been taking 
place in other countries of the socialist 
camp, as well." Quoting from an article in 
Pravda, assailing an alleged tendency to 
introduce "mercantile relations'' and "grant- 
ing a broad field of action to private cap- 
ital, '' Castro asks : 

"Does this, by chance, mean that the 
Soviet Union is also going to curb certain 
currents in the field of economy that are 
in favor of putting increasingly greater 
emphasis on mercantile relations and on the 
effects of spontaneity in those relations, 
and those which have even been defending 
the desirability of the market and the ben- 
eficial effect of prices based on that mar- 
ket? Does it mean that the Soviet Union is 
becoming aware of the need to halt those 
currents? More than one article in the im- 
perialist press has referred jubilantly to 
those currents that also exist within the 
Soviet Union. I t  
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This :is not the place to debate 
whether the "economic reforms" in either 
Czechoslovakia or the Soviet Union point 
in the direc1;ion of a capitalist restora- 
tion. I think it can be shown that they 
do not transcend the limits of bureaucrat- 
ic planning, whatever dangers that kind 
of planning may hold in general for the 
Soviet econoiay. What is to be noted here 
is Castro's consistency. 

If the "liberal" economic reforms 
paved the way in Czechoslovakia for a 
counterrevolutionary situation, then the 
same holds true for the Soviet Union. And 
if the leaders of the Soviet Union are 
concerned about what happened in Czecho- 
slovakia,they should be all the more con- 
cerned about what is happening under 
their noses i.n the Soviet Union. 

Implicit in Castro's argumentation 
is the question: If the analysis of the 
trend in Czechoslovakia was accurate, 
then must it not be concluded that a coun- 
terrevolutionary situation is being fos- 
tered in the Soviet Union? 

Moscow Fails to Name U . S .  Imperialism 

An even more cutting criticism con- 
cerns MOSCOW'S relations with Washington. 

"It disturbs us," he says, "that, 
so far, them has been no direct imputa- 
tion against Yankee imperialism in any of 
the statement;s made by the countries that 
sent their divisions to Czechoslovakia, 
or in the explanation of the events. We 
have been informed exhaustively concern- 
ing all the preceding events, all the 
facts, all the deviations, all about that 
rightist group, all about that liberal 
group; we have been informed of their ac- 
tivities. 

"The activities of the imperial- 
ists and the intrigues of the imperial- 
ists are known, and we are disturbed to 
see that neither the Communist Party nor 
the Government of the Soviet Union, nor 
the governments of the other countries 
that sent their troops to Czechoslovakia, 
have made any direct accusation against 
Yankee imperialism for its responsibility 
in the events in Czechoslovakia. If 

Castrci emphasizes this important 

"Certain vague references to world 

point: 

imperialism, to world imperialist circles, 
and some more concrete statements concern- 
ing the imperialist circles of West Ger- 
many have been made. But who doesn't know 
that West Germany is simply a pawn of Yan- 
kee imperialism in Europe, the most ag- 
gressive, the most obvious pawn -- that 
it is a pawn of the CIA, a pawn of the 
Pentagon and a pawn of the imperialist 
Government of' the United States? And, cer- 
tainly, we wish to express our concern 

over the fact that in none of the state- 
ments is a direct imputation made against 
Yankee imperialism, which is the principal 
culprit in the world plot and conspiracy 
against the socialist camp. And it is nec- 
essary that we express this preoccupation." 

days after the invasion. Almost three 
months have passed; yet this telling criti- 
cism has not been met. 

Castro made his speech just two 

In fact, the Soviet leaders have 
followed the opposite course. They have 
gone out of their way to display their 
friendliness to Washington. State Depart- 
ment officials, invited to talk with the 
Soviet diplomats, have leaked to the press 
that the Brezhnev-Kosygin team were anxious 
to assure the Johnson administration that 
there was no reason for the events in Czech- 
oslovakia to alter the present detente in 
relations, since the invasion was intended 
only to normalize a family matter in the 
Soviet sphere of influence. The State De- 
partment and the White House, no doubt hav- 
ing in mind the need to normalize some fam- 
ily problems in the Western Hemisphere, in- 
dicated how well they understood MOSCOW'S 
position. 

seem difficult to avoid reaching the fol- 
lowing conclusions: 

(1) There was no counterrevolution- 
ary situation in Czechoslovakia engineered 
by the U.S.,no matter what irons the CIA 
may have tried to heat in the fire. 

country was heading toward a political rev- 
olution and the establishment of socialist 
democracy. 

( 3 )  Washington understood this and 
also understood the fear in Moscow, which 
it was not beyond sharing to some extent, 
over this perspective. 

In light of the record, it would 

( 2 )  Due to domestic ferment, the 

(4) Washington indicated in advance 
that it would not react in a genuinely hos- 
tile way to any action undertaken by Moscow 
to normalize the situation, whatever propa- 
ganda value the imperialist communications 
media might try to squeeze out of it or 
whatever declarations officials of the 
Johnson administration might have to make 
for the record. 

(5) Castro's allusions to this sub- 
ject irritated Moscow since they put in 
question its policy of maintaining "peace- 
ful coexistence"; i.e., collaborating with 
U.S. imperialism to maintain the status quo. 
Hence the decision to give Castro's criti- 
cisms the silent treatment. 

The Payoff in Latin America 

At the conference of the Organiza- 
tion of Latin-American Solidarity in Havana 



last year, Caetro criticized the Soviet 
policy of dealing with the tyrannical gov- 
ernments of the oligarchies in Latin Amer- 
ica in face of their participation in the 
U.S. blockade of revolutionary Cuba. He 
raises the question again in his speech 
on the events in Czechoslovakia. 

"It is understandable , I 1  he declares, 
"that the countries of the Warsaw Pact 
sent their armies to destroy the imperial- 
ist conspiracy and the progress of the 
counterrevo1ut;ion in Czechoslovakia. How- 
ever, we have disagreed with, been dis- 
pleased at, arid protested against the 
fact that these same countries have been 
drawing closer economically, culturally 
and political1.y to the oligarchic govern- 
ments of Latin America, which are not 
merely reactionary governments and ex- 
ploiters of their peoples, but also shame- 
less accomplices in the imperialist ag- 
gressions against Cuba and shameless ac- 
complices in the economic blockade of 
Cuba. And these countries have been en- 
couraged and emboldened by the fact that 
our friends, our natural allies, have ig- 
nored the vile and treacherous role enact- 
ed by those governments against a social- 
ist country. 

derstand the need for the spirit of inter- 
nationalism, and the need to go to the 
aid -- even with troops -- of a fraternal 
country to confront the schemes of the im- 
perialists, we ask ourselves if that pol- 
icy of economic, political and cultural 
rapprochement toward those oligarchic gov- 
ernments that are accomplices in the impe- 
rialist blockade against Cuba will come 
to an end." 

"And at; the same time that we un- 

To drive his point home, Castro 
quotes dispatches from various cities in 
Latin America indicating that all these 
reactionary governments and their press 
were extracting everything possible out of 
the events in Czechoslovakia and shaking 
their fists at the Soviet Union. In the 
case of Venezuela, what a contrast between 
the attitude of the reactionaries in the 
government when the U . S .  invaded the Do- 
minican Republ-ic and their attitude in the 
case of Czechoslovakia. In the former in- 
stance, "NO relations were broken, no 
business was shelved, no economic rela- 
tions were disturbed -- nothing at all 
like this happened. And now they permit 
themselves the luxury of throwing in the 
face of the countries of the socialist 
camp this type of relations which the lat- 
ter have actually been begging them for, 
this type of 1-elations which they have 
been begging that government, which is one 
of the most reactionary and dyed-in-the- 
wool of the accomplices of Yankee imperi- 
alism. And now they throw it in the faces 
of the socialist countries. 

"These are the results of such a 
policy when the chips are down, at the mo- 

ment of truth." 

One wonders what Castro's basic 
thinking is about the Soviet bureaucracy. 
Does he believe that it will really listen 
to reason, that it can be reformed by 
pointing out some of the disastrous conse- 
quences of its reactionary policies? In any 
case, he is consistent in maintaining that 
if they have turned over a new leaf in 
Czechoslovakia, then they ought to do like- 
wise in a number of other areas, including 
their attempts to woo the Latin-American 
oligarchies. 

The Right-Wing CP Leaderships 

In passing, Castro lashes the Commu- 
nist parties of Europe, caught up in "in- 
decision" at the moment. "And we wonder 
whether possibly in the future the rela- 
tions with Communist Parties will be based 
on principled positions or whether they 
will continue to maintain a spineless atti- 
tude, to be satellites, lackeys -- a situa- 
tion in which only those that maintain a 
spineless attitude, say 'yes' to everything 
and never assume an independent position an 
anything, would be considered friendly." 

He contrasts the principled attitude 
of the Cuban Communist party which backed 
the Venezuelan, Bolivian, and Guatemalan 
guerrillas when they were abandoned by a 
"rightist and treacherous leadership. "Yet 
we were accused of being adventurers, of 
interfering in the affairs of other coun- 
tries, of interfering in the affairs of 
other Parties. I t  

"I ask myself, in the light of the 
facts and in the light of the bitter real- 
ity that persuaded the nations of the War- 
saw Pact to send their forces to crush the 
counterrevolution in Czechoslovakia, and -- 
according to their statement -- to back a 
minority in the face of a majority with 
rightist positions, if they will also cease 
to support these rightist, reformist, sold- 
out, submissive leaderships in Latin Amer- 
ica that are enemies of the armed revolu- 
tionary struggle, that oppose the peoples' 
liberation struggle. 

"And, with the example of this bit- 
ter experience before them, I wonder wheth- 
er or not the Parties of those countries, 
in line with the decision made in Czechoslo- 
vakia, will cease to support those rightist 
groups that betray the revolutionary move- 
ment in Latin America. " 

It can be seen how logical Castro is. 
All kinds of accusations were leveled at the 
Cubans because they backed minority groups 
of revolutionary guerrillas against Commu- 
nist party leaders who betrayed. The Cubans 
were even accused -- crime of crimes! -- of 
intervening in the internal affairs of oth- 
er countries and other parties. 

Yet, lo and behold, the Warsaw Pact 



allies sent m.ore than 600,000 troops to 
intervene in the internal affairs of an- 
other country and another Communist party, 
the reason being that a minority there had 
appealed for help. Isn't an apology due 
the Cubans? And if the apology is skipped, 
shouldn't the Warsaw Pact governments, in 
all consistency, change their line by 
about 180 degrees in Latin herica? 

A broad discussion in Czechoslo- 
vakia on this point would have helped a 
great deal to bring clarity into the situ- 
ation there. But clarity is not exactly 
what Moscow wants in Czechoslovakia. 

The Cost of Appeasing Imperialism 

All this is preliminary to one of 
the sharpest juxtapositions yet to be 
made by Castro between the revolutionary 
principles on which the Cubans stand and 
the line of ":peaceful coexistence" with 
imperialism followed by the Kremlin. 

"Certainly, 'I declares Castro , "we 
do not believe in the possibility of an 
improvement in relations between the so- 
cialist camp imd imperialism under the 
present conditions, or under any condi- 
tions as long as that imperialism exists. 
We do not and cannot believe in the possi- 
bility of an improvement in relations be- 
tween the socialist camp and the U.S.  im- 
perialist Government as long as that coun- 
t ry performs the role of international 
gendarme, aggi-essor against the peoples 
and enemy and systematic opponent of revo- 
lutions everywhere in the world. Much less 
can we believe in any such improvement in 
the midst of im aggression as criminal and 
cowardly as that being waged against Viet- 
nam. 
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"Our position on this is very 
clear: one is consistent with world reali- 
ties and is ti?uly internationalist and 
genuinely and decidedly supports the rev- 
olutionary movement throughout the world, 
in which case relations with the imperial- 
ist Government of the United States cannot 
be improved, or relations with the imperi- 
alist U.S.  Government will improve, but 
only at the cost of withholding consistent 
support from the worldwide revolutionary 
movement. I' 

The Nuclear MonoDolists 

Castro's target is absolutely 
clear. However-, he does not leave it at 
this abstract level. He gets down to 
cases. 

He cites a dispatch from Washington 
dated August 22 reporting a declaration by 
Secretary of State Dean Rusk that the So- 
viet intervention in Czechoslovakia com- 
promises any improvement in relations be- 
tween East and. West and that the situation 
could block ratification of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty by the U . S .  Senate. 

"This can hardly fail to delight us ," 
Castro declares. " O u r  people know the posi- 
tion of the Cuban delegation regarding this 
famous Non-Proliferation Treaty, which vir- 
tually gives a permanent concession to the 
large powers for the monopoly of nuclear 
weapons and the monopoly of technology in 
a field of energy that is going to be in- 
dispensable to the future of mankind. We 
were concerned, above all, by the fact that 
many countries of the world, including our 
own, would be obliged to accept the U.S.  
imperialist Government's monopoly on those 
weapons, which could be used at any moment 
against any people, particularly in view of 
the fact that the proposed treaty was also 
accompanied by an astonishing declaration 
concerning the defense of the signatory na- 
tions that might be threatened with nuclear 
weapons. Such countries as Vietnam, coun- 
tries such as Cuba, that did not choose to 
accept that type of treaty, and much less 
sign it in a situation in which the aggres- 
sion against Vietnam is being constantly 
intensified, are left outside the realm of 
any protection, and thus fall into the cat- 
egory in which the imperialists would theo- 
retically have the right to attack us with 
nuclear arms. And, of course, everyone knows 
our  position. 'I 

The final reference here, no doubt, 
is to the famous 1962 Caribbean crisis in 
which the Cubans accepted the placement of 
defensive nuclear weapons in order to deter 
Washington from attempting another Bay of 
Pigs invasion. Khrushchev's withdrawal of 
the weapons without consultation was bitter- 
ly resented by the Cuban government. 

Since the Eon-Proliferation Treaty 
was directed primarily against China, Cas- 
tro's remarks on this point were undoubted- 
ly read with interest in Peking. In fact, 
the following paragraph in Castro's speech 
coincides quite closely with Peking's posi- 
tion: 

"In view of the facts, in the face 
of an imperialism that is always plotting, 
always conspiring against the socialist 
camp, we ask ourselves whether or not the 
idyllic hopes of an improvement in relations 
with the imperialist Government of the 
United States will continue to be maintained. 
We ask ourselves if, consistent with events 
in Czechoslovakia, a position may be adopted 
that will imply a renunciation of such idyl- 
lic hopes in relation to Yankee imperialism. 
And the dispatch states that an improvement 
in relations will be compromised and that 
there is the danger of nonratification of 
the treaty. In our opinion, that would be 
the best thing that could happen." 

This is a stinging slap at MOSCOW'S 
policy of trying to placate U.S. imperial- 
ism at the expense of the overall interests 
of the "socialist camp." However, it should 
not be concluded from this that Castro is 
preparing to join the cult of Mao. He is 
voicing independent, revolutionary opposi- 



tion to the joint efforts of Moscow and 
Washington to maintain the status quo. 

What About Help for Vietnam? 

Castro scores even more directly 
and tellingly on the question of support- 
ing the Vietnamese revolution against the 
U . S .  aggression: 

"The TlGS statement explaining the 
decision of the Warsaw Pact governments 
states in its concluding paragraph: 'The 
fraternal countries firmly and resolutely 
offer their unbreakable solidarity against 
any outside threat. They will never permit 
anyone to tear away even one link of the 
community of socialist States. ' And we ask 
ourselves: 'Does that declaration include 
Vietnam? Does that statement include Ko- 
rea? Does that; statement include Cuba? Do 
they or do they not consider Vietnam, Ko- 
rea and Cuba links of the socialist camp 
to be safeguarded against the imperial- 
ists? ' 

I' In ac c, ordanc e with that dec 1 ar a- 
tion, Warsaw Pact divisions were sent in- 
to Czechoslovakia. And we ask ourselves: 
'Will Warsaw Pact divisions also be sent 
to Vietnam if the Yankee imperialists 
step up their aggression against that 
country and the people of Vietnam request 
that aid?! Will they send the divisions 
of the Warsaw Pact to the Democratic Peo- 
ple's Republic. of Korea if the Yankee im- 
perialists attack that country? Will they 
send the divisions of the Warsaw Pact to 
Cuba if the Yankee imperialists attack 
our  country, or even in the case of the 
threat of a Yankee imperialist attack on 
our country, if our country requests it?'" 

war in Vietnam, Castro, it will be re- 
called, appealed at once for a massive re- 
sponse to the imperialist aggression. His 
appeal was not; heeded by either Moscow or 
Peking. 

their efforts to help Vietnam by opening 
up new revolutionary fronts in Latin Amer- 
ica. This was one of Che Guevara's de- 
clared aims in starting a guerrilla strug- 
gle in Bolivia. Through the right-wing 
Communist partiy leaders under its control, 
the Kremlin blocked these attempts. 

When Johnson first escalated the 

The Cubans themselves redoubled 

But in Czechoslovakia, seeming to 
become alert all at once to a counterrev- 
olutionary danger, the Kremlin, with ex- 
traordinary haste, mobilized and sent in- 
to immediate action 600,000 or more troops. 

sity that called for the sending of those 
forces into Czechoslovakia; we do not con- 
demn the socialist countries that made 
that decision. I' Castro declares. "But we, 
as revolutionaries, and proceeding from 
positions of jjrinciple, do have the right 

"We acbxowledge the bitter neces- 

to demand that they adopt a consistent posi- 
tion with regard to all the other questions 
that affect the world revolutionary move- 
ment. '' 

Castro sounds almost ironic. The 
irony, however, is probably unintentional. 
He is convinced that basically the Kremlin 
is motivated by revolutionary aims. He 
hopes that it will respond to the power of 
reason and undertake to reform itself. 

However, this hope is not realistic. 
It is a mistake to think that the basic 
flaw in the Kremlin's policies is inconsis- 
tency. Something more difficult to rectify 
sets the Kremlin's course. This something 
is the material interests of the Soviet 
bureaucracy as a parasitic caste. The needs 
of the bureaucracy do not happen to be the 
same as the needs of the world revolution. 
In fact, most often they are antagonistic 
to those needs. 

National Sovereignty 
and World Revolution 

That Castro seeks to subordinate all 
other political considerations to the needs 
of the world revolution is shown by the 
fashion in which he weighs the relative im- 
portance of Czechoslovakia's national sov- 
ereignty. 

For Cubans, the question is especial- 
ly important, he says. They have had to face 
the problem of intervention throughout their 
history. Thus "it is logical that many would 
react emotionally in the face of the fact 
that armies from outside the nation's bor- 
ders had to come in to prevent a catastro- 
phe." Castro is referring here to the wide- 
spread sympathy in Cuba for the Czechoslo- 
vaks. 

reasons , I '  he continues, "our conscience 
[consciousnessl has been shaped by the con- 
cept of repudiating such deeds, only the 
development of the political awareness of 
our people will make it possible for them 
to determine when such an action becomes 
necessary and when it is necessary to ac- 
cept it even in spite of the fact that it 
violates rights such as the right of sov- 
ereignty which -- in this case, in our  
opinion -- must give way before the most 
important interests of the world revolu- 
tionary movement and the struggle of the 
peoples against the imperialists, which, 
as we see it, is the basic question. And, 
undoubtedly, the breaking away of Czecho- 
slovakia and its falling into the arms of 
imperialism would have been a rude blow, 
an even harder blow to the interests of the 
worldwide revolutionary movement." 

general assertion: "We must learn to ana- 
lyze these truths and to determine when one 
interest must give way before other inter- 
ests in order not to fall into romantic or 

"And since, logically, for various 

He concludes this point with the 
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idealistic positions that are out of 
touch with reality. '' 

This is the source of 
sistency -- he subordinates all other in- 
terests to the interest of the 
olution. Paradoxically this a1 
to point directly to the weake 
Castro's position. Where does 
of socialist democracy stand in relation 
to the interests of the world revolution? 

&)es Socialism R e j a  
Bmocracg in General? 

Castro deals hardly at a 
democracy in his speech. As for socialist 
democracy, the blunt fact is that he does 
not even ment8ion it. 

If anything, he indicates a bias 
against democracy. Thus he states that in 
Czechoslovakia a "real liberal fury was 
unleashed; a whole series of political 
slogans in favor of the formation of op- 
position parties began to develop, in 
favor of open.ly anti-Marxist and anti- 
Leninist theses.. . " He states again: "A 
series of slogans began to be put forward, 
and in fact certain measures were taken 
such as the establishment of a bourgeois 
form of 'freedom' of the press. This means 
that the counterrevolution and the exploit- 
ers, the very enemies of socialism, were 
granted the right to speak and write free- 
ly against socialism. " 

What was really developing in 
Czechoslovakia, all the weight of the evi- 
dence shows, was a powerful proletarian 
current demanding the right to speak out 
against a stifling bureaucratic regime, 
the right to form independent communist 
political groupings as in Lenin's time, 
and the right to institute socialist democ- 
racy in Czechoslovakia. This is not the 
same as a "bourgeois form" of democracy. 

if it was not on this 
question that Castro was led into misjudg- 
ing what was happening in Czechoslovakia. 
In the opening of his speech, he says: 

"A process of what was termed de- 
mocratization began. The imperialist 
press invented another word, the word 
'liberalization,' and began to differen- 
tiate between progressives and conserva- 
tives -- calling progressive thuse who 
supported a whole series of political re- 
forms, and conservatives the supporters 
of the former leadership. It was evident 
-- and we must give our opinion about 
both: the conservatives and the liberals .... It rather reminds us of the past his- 
tory of Cuba, that division between con- 
servatives and liberals, a situation 
which, of course, was not to be expected 
in the political processes of socialist 
revolutions. '' 

If we have understood Castro cor- 

rectly, he believ that the aim of the 
democratizers in choslovakia was to in- 
troduce dirty machine politics and petty 
"politicking" such as Cuba knew before 
revolution.,And, if we are not mistake 
he considers shallow, miserable politics 
of this type to be the "bourgeois form'' of 
democracy. 

abou-t the mean, trivial and fraudulen 
ture of bourgeois democracy in the PO 
cal arena in prerevolutionary Cuba, and, 
for that matter, throughout the rest of the 
capitalist world today. But the question of 
"bourgeois forms" of democracy is not ex- 
hausted by this fact. 

reality it involves some of the profound- 
est theoretical and political problems of 
the world revolution today and the connec- 
tion of these problems with the heritage of 
previous revolutions. 

Now there is absolutely no doubt 

The question is much broader. In 

Marxism does not reject the con- 
quests of previous revolutions, such as the 
winning of democracy by the bourgeois revo- 
lution against feudalism. Marxism defends 
these conquests, seeks to deepen and develop 
them, to supersede, not do away with them. 

bourgeois democracy is that it represented 
an enormous gain for humanity, one of the 
great achievements of the revolutions of 
the past. The Marxist criticism of bour- 
geois democracy is that it remained limit- 
ed; it did not go far enough. 

One of the main charges leveled by 
the revolutionary Marxist movement against 
the capitalist system today concerns its 
tendency, as it exhausts all the progres- 
sive features of its earlier stages, to 
narrow down,.pinch off and reduce democracy 
in the political arena as well as elsewhere 
to an empty shell. 

The culmination of this tendency is 
fascism; that is, a reversion to utter bar- 
barism. As against fascism, revolutionists 
are duty bound -- independently and with 
their own methods -- to defend bourgeois 
democracy with all their strength. Not to 
do so is suicidal. 

Even more than this is involved. 
Taking bourgeois democracy as a conquest 
of previous revolutions, the program of 
Marxism calls for expanding it into prole- 
tarian democracy, spreading democracy from 
its limited area of application under the 
bourgeoisie in their best days to the en- 
tire economic and social system, right down 
to the factory level. This is the key 
thought developed by Lenin in State and 
Revolution,where he also considers the 
problem of how this is to be accomplished. 

A s  we can see from his speech, Cas- 
tro is well awaie of the significance and 

Thus the Marxist appreciation of 
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importance of national sovereignty. What 
is national sovereignty but one of the 
forms of bourgeois democracy? A s  soon as 
we view national sovereignty from this 
angle, we at once see the limitations of 
the bourgeoisie of today as either a rev- 
olutionary or progressive force. In the 
underdeveloped regions, the bourgeoisie 
are no longer capable of achieving it in 
a genuine sense. They came on the scene 
too late. In the advanced sectors, the 
bourgeoisie, having reached the imperial- 
ist stage, systematically violate it. The 
dialectic of history has thus conferred 
on the proletariat the achievement or de- 
fense of national sovereignty. The situa- 
tion in Vietna.m today offers an almost 
perfect exampl e . 

Lenin was the first to grasp the 
political importance of this and to in- 
scribe the right of self-determination in 
the program of the Bolsheviks. 

The victory of the Bolshevik revo- 
lution did not settle the question even 
for the workers state established under 
Lenin. The right of self-determination in- 
cludes the right to secede from a federa- 
tion like the Soviet Union. For a social- 
ist state to stand outside this federation 
does not necessarily signify a catastro- 
phe. This is shown in the cases of China, 
Korea, Vietnam, and...Cuba . In principle, 
why shouldn't any of the East European 
countries feel free to stand as indepen- 
dently of the Soviet Union as say Cuba? 
Why shouldn't this likewise hold f o r  any 
of the republics of the USSR? 

The truth is that exercising this 
democratic right would greatly strengthen 
the socialist camp. The experience with 
Cuba is living proof of this. 

However, the question was not posed 
on this level in Czechoslovakia. There is 
no evidence that the workers, or the ranks 
of the Communist party, or the bulk of 
Novotny's Communist opponents in the gov- 
ernment wanted to sever relations with the 
Soviet Union, or the Warsaw Pact, or even 
to stand as independently as Cuba. What 
they wanted, concretely, was socialist 
democracy inside the country. 

We come to the decisive question: 
Was it not in the interests of the world 
revolution to establish socialist democ- 
racy in Czechoslovakia? 

- Socialist Democracy 
- and World Revolution 

Castro speaks depreciatively of 
people who are preoccupied over intellec- 
tual and artistic freedom and similar is- 
sues although he grants that they have a 
point and that there have been abuses. 
But such interests are not of great con- 
cern to the masses of humanity living un- 
der imperialist oppression and neocolo- 

nialism. 

"And f o r  the thousands of millions 
of human beings who, for all intents and 
purposes, are living without hope under 
conditions of starvation and extreme want," 
he says, "there are questions in which they 
are more interested than the problem of 
whether or not to let their hair grow. This 
might be a very controversial issue, but 
these are not the things that are worrying 
people who are faced with the problem of 
whether or not they will have the possi- 
bility or hope of eating." 

This is very true. People faced with 
starvation are not inclined to be concerned 
about abstract democratic rights. This, how- 
ever, hardly disposes of the problem. These 
same people may become highly interested in 
national independence, in a radical agrari- 
an reform, in social equality, free educa- 
tion and similar issues that belong histor- 
ically to the bourgeois revolution and its 
democratic tasks. 

It is true, moreover, that in seek- 
ing a way out of the abyss of misery and 
hunger to which they have been sentenced, 
they have accepted the models provided by 
the Soviet Union, China, and now Cuba. They 
know they do not need to follow the slow 
path of development charted by the highly 
developed capitalist countries. Instead of 
centuries, industrialization can be achieved 
in decades under a planned economy. If this 
requires foregoing democracy, they are pre- 
pared to pay the price, a decision reached 
all the easier in view of its virtual non- 
existence anyway in their part of the world. 

However, things are altogether dif- 
ferent in the imperialist sector -- which 
is also involved in the world revolution. 
The imperialist sector, if we may state an 
elementary truth, is of crucial importance 
in the development of the world revolution. 
Great as the victories have been elsewhere 
up to now, the final, and we may believe 
the biggest and most bitterly contested 
battles will be fought there. Consequently, 
in weighing the interests of  the world rev- 
olution, it is absolutely essential to take 
into account the problems faced by the rev- 
olutionary Marxists in the heartlands of 
the capitalist system. The ultimate victory 
hinges on this. 

In the imperialist sector, the issue 
of democratic rights is of key significance. 
Having won these rights in immense and often 
bloody battles in the past, the masses are 
not inclined to give them up readily. They 
are inclined instead to defend them. They 
can easily understand the virtue of deepen- 
ing and extending them or trying to win 
them where they have not already been gained. 
The current student struggles in various im- 
perialist countries and the black freedom 
struggle in the United States are cases in 
point. 



The problem for revolutionary Marx- 
ists in these countries is to find ways 
and means of converting these struggles 
into struggles for socialism. This cannot 
possibly be done if the masses believe 
that socialism signifies taking away what 
they have already achieved. 

The greatest single obstacle to a 
socialist victory in Western Europe and 
the United S1;ates for decades has been 
the treacherous role played by leader- 
ships commit1;ed to Stalinism; and, in 
particular, the totalitarian image con- 
ferred on socialism and communism by the 
practices of Stalin and his heirs. 

the 
the 
poli 
a1 1 

The purges, the frame-up trials, 
forced confessions, the deportations, 
labor camps, the liquidation of all 
tical opposition, the suppression of 
free thought in politics, the schools, 

art, and even some of the sciences -- 
horrors such as these, which became com- 
mon knowledge in the West despite Stalin's 
censorship arid the dithyrambs of his re- 
tainers, dupes and sycophants, made the 
task of building a revolutionary social- 
ist movement in the advanced capitalist 
sectors almost insuperable up to recent 
years. 

The reversion of the Soviet Union 
to a precapit;alist level so far as demo- 
cratic rights were concerned was pictured 
by the bourgeois spokesmen as synonymous 
with socialism. And this propaganda -- 
ably assisted. by the cult of Stalin and 
the dictator's claim to be the incarna- 
tion of socialist wisdom -- gained wide- 
spread acceptance among the masses. 

If there is one thing needed to 
counteract this lie of socialism and Sta- 
linism being one and the same thing, it 
is an example of socialist democracy in 
practice. 

Q;ns in That Direction 

The Twentieth Congress of  the Com- 
munist party of the Soviet Union aroused 
hopes among s;ome circles that this marked 
the beginning of a process that would 
soon lead to the reestablishment of so- 
cialist democracy in the Soviet Union it- 
self. The hope proved illusory because the 
bureaucratic caste which Stalin represent- 
ed still rema.ined in power. The "de- 
Stalinization" consisted of concessions 
designed to relieve social tensions the 
better to maintain the rule of the para- 
sitic bureaucracy. The bureaucrats have 
not hesitated. to tighten the screws again 
when they deemed this advisable. 

-1,062- 

The proletarian upsurge in Poland 
in 1956 gave hopes of the appearance of 
socialist democracy there. The upsurge 

was contained and its energy drained away 
and the hopes died. 

The proletarian uprising in Hun- 
gary in 1956 was even more promising. It 
was crushed with tanks. 

One of the reasons for the great 
response to the Cuban revolution, particu- 
larly among the youth in the United States, 
was precisely the impression that it fa- 
vored the development of socialist democ- 
racy. The way Havana became a crossroads 
for all kinds of revolutionary tendencies, 
the free reign given to artists, the wel- 
come extended to intellectuals of many 
hues, the rebuff given the bureaucratic 
tendency headed by Escalante -- all this 
gave an immensely favorable impression 
not only of revolutionary Cuba but of so- 
cialism in general. 

It must be said, however, that the 
development of this tendency in the po- 
litical and governmental arena has not 
flowered and this has prevented Cuba from 
serving as a model of socialist democracy. 

Could Czechoslovakia have moved 
into this position? There is every reason 
to believe that this would have been pos- 
sible if the Kremlin had kept its hands 
off. That, of course, was precisely why 
the Kremlin ordered the invasion. The ex- 
ample of a working socialist democracy 
in Czechoslovakia would have been alto- 
gether too contagious for the workers of 
the East European countries and the So- 
viet Union. The fate of the bureaucratic 
ruling caste was at stake. 

But from the viewpoint of the in- 
terests of the world revolution, the es- 
tablishment of socialist democracy in 
Czechoslovakia would most likely have 
marked a point of qualitative change f o r  
the advance of the socialist revolution 
in the imperialist sectors. 

That is why, so far as the world 
revolution is concerned, the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia was one of the worst 
crimes ever committed by the Stalinist 
bureaucracy. 

It is to be regretted that Castro 
does not see this. Perhaps he will come 
to this view as more facts accumulate and 
it becomes increasingly difficult for the 
Kremlin to cover up the real reasons for 
the invasion and occupation. 

At the same time, Fidel Castro's 
criticisms of the policies of the Kremlin 
deserve the closest attention. Every rev- 
olutionist will surely do everything pos- 
sible to help circulate them where they 
will do the most good. 
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STAM) OF THE AUSTRIAN COPIMUNIST PARTY ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

[The following article was pub- 
lished in the September issue of the theo- 
retical magazine of the Austrian Communist 
party,Weg und Ziel. Entitled “Reasons for 
Greetings,” it was originally written as 
a message to the special Congress of the 
Czechoslovak Communist party scheduled to 
open on September 9. Although this con- 
gress, which was to consolidate the democ- 
ratization in Czechoslovakia, was prevent- 
ed from being held by the Soviet invasion 
on August 20-21, the editors of Weg und 

decided to publish this message any- 
way as a comment on the hopes that had 
been theirs in the democratic development 
of a Communist party with close tradition- 
al links to the Austrian workers movement. 
They explain their reasons in their intro- 
duction to the article.] 

* * *  

Weg und Ziel was scheduled to go 
to press on August 21. The lead article, 
written ten d,qw before that, has been 
outdated by the events. We are publishing 
it anyway, because our opinion, as ex- 
pressed in it, has not changed. The mili- 
tary intervention of the five Warsaw Pact 
states under the pretext of “bringing aid“ 
against a pur:ported “c ount errevolut i onary 
danger” was in reality aimed against the 
democratic renewal of socialism in Czecho- 
slovakia in wlnich we had placed such great 
hopes. Natura:Lly, we cannot foresee how 
things will have developed by the time 
this issue reaches our readers’ hands. In 
any case, the demand made by the Political 
Bureau of the KPO CKommunistische Partei 
Oesterreichs -- Communist party of Austria1 
in its declaration of August 21 remains 
valid: that “everything be done to facil- 
itate a political solution under no mili- 
tary pressure and based on the full sover- 
eignty of the CSSR [Czechoslovak Social- 
ist Republic1 and freedom of decision for 
the CPC CCommunist party of Czechoslo- 
vakia] in order to assure the continued 
development of  socialist democracy. 

* * *  

We greet the congress of the Czech- 
oslovak Communists. 

Since the January plenum of their 
Central Committee, which introduced an im- 
portant turn in the history of our neigh- 
bor republic, we have shared in their wor- 
ries and difficulties and in their hopes 
and successes8 And this was not only be- 
cause of the traditional bonds between 
the workers movement in our countries, 
which have been referred to often in the 
past. What fascinated us was the policy 
which miraculously combined a sense of 
proportion, boldness, and sobriety. What 
inspired us wits the impetus of a democra- 
tization whose aims came closest to the 

concepts we have of a socialist order in 
this part of the world. 

overlooked the fact that the sudden change 
in the leadership team and the abrupt 
break with the past necessarily created 
a kind of vacuum in many areas of public 
life which could be abused and has been 
abused. But we had confidence in a lead- 
ership that made it clear that these dif- 
ficulties could not be overcome by bureau- 
cratic methods but only through continu- 
ing democratization, and which wrote these 
words in the context of a difficult polem- 
ic : 

At the same time we by no means 

“The Communist party depends on 
the willing support of the people. It ful- 
fills its leading role not by ruling over 
society but by promoting free, progressive, 
socialist development. It cannot achieve 
its authority through force but must con- 
tinually win this authority by its deeds. 
It cannot impose its line by giving orders 
but only through the work of its members 
and the credibility of their ideals.” 

Your difficulties did not disturb 
us. Revolutionists feel disturbed only 
when they see no way out of the difficul- 
ties, no opening for positive develop- 
ment. We were disturbed before, when we 
had to argue with our countrymen about 
why, despite the fact that it started 
out on a level more o r  less the same as 
Austria’s, the living standard in the 
CSSR lagged so far behind. 

face of the hesitant, inadequate, and 
furtive w a y  in which the rehabilitation 
of innocent victims of arbitrary measures 
was carried out. We were disturbed before 
when we saw one of the most valuable re- 
sources of the Czechoslovak workers move- 
ment -- the commitment of the best intel- 
lectuals to socialism -- carelessly and 
frivolously squandered. 

a living example of the model that we 
have advocated for some years. In the 
developed capitalist countries, social- 
ism can only win the masses if it promises 
to add new gains and freedoms to the exist- 
ing ones, involving the people as much as 
possible in administration and economic 
management through overcoming the profit 
economy. We cannot get by with easy as- 
sumptions that socialism automatically 

duction have been socialized can also be 
the scene of dreadful arbitrary acts. 

Let us take an example -- freedom 
of the press. This is the pride of bour- 
geois democracy. But it is often forgot- 

We were disturbed before in the 

Now we are confident. Now we have 

aximum democracy. 
at states where th 
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ten that formal freedom to say anything 
does not mean you have anything to say 
and that financially powerful groups can 
misuse freedom of the press since the ad- 
vertising business assures them a privi- 
leged position. 

There are no formal limits on free- 
dom of the press in the CSSR either. But 
there is no chance for a press lord, a 
soap company, a mill owner, o r  an Axel 
Springer to monopolize this freedom, to 
pervert it. Iherefore, we would venture 
to say that the CSSR is the country where 
freedom of the press is most extensive. 

Are we getting lyrical? Are we ex- 

aggerating? And is it by chance that the 
West European Communist parties have con- 
sidered it so important to declare their 
solidarity with the democratization pro- 
cess in the CSSR? Was it in a light mo- 
ment that the organ of the ruling party 
in Austria, the Volksblatt, wrote July 24: 

Communism -- it cannot be stressed too 
often -- will become the greatest danger 
yet to the established order in the so- 
called free countries whose social contra- 
dictions urgently demand a solution." 

"If Prague wins, this democratized 

We greet the congress of the Czecho- 
slovak Communists. 

JAPAN COMMUNIST PARTY REAFFIRMS CRITICISM OF CZECH INVASION 

The Japan Communist party's sharp 
criticism of the Soviet invasion of Czech- 
oslovakia drew a charge in the October 25 
Pravda that it was conducting an "anti- 
Soviet campaign." The JCP issued a state- 
ment the fo1:Lowing day accusing Pravda of 
big-nation chauvinism, reiterating its 
stand that the invasion was a betrayal of 
the trust of the peoples of the world, and 

saying, "Socialist countries do not in- 
vade. 

The Japan Communist party state 
ment compared the Soviet attitude with 
that of the Chinese leadership who cal 
the JCP leaders "counterrevolutionarie 
because they refused to follow the "er- 
roneous line" of Mao Tse-tung. 
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