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WITCH-HUNTERS TRY TO DISRUPT OCTOBER 27 LONDON ANTIWAR MARCH

Alleged plots, anonymous phone
calls, mysterious leaflets -- all the tra-
ditional tools of the witch-hunters'
trade -- are being put to use by the Brit-
ish press in the hope of frightening peo-
ple away from the massive demonstration
against U.S. aggression in Vietnam to be
held in TLondon October 27. Wide play has
been given to demands from right-wing Tor-
ies to ban the march or arrest its lead-
ers.

The London Times, which has called
editorially for bamning the antiwar march,
said October 15, "A leaflet threatening
to disrupt London Underground railway sta-
tions on October 27, the day planned for
an anti-Vietnam war demonstration, was be-
ing examined by police experts last
night."

The leaflet, which was unsigned,
"was sent anonymously to the Evening News
yesterday, ard the newspaper sent it to
Scotland Yard. Detectives later inter-
viewed a number of known extremist stu-
dents living in London.

"Among stations mentioned on the
leaflet were Green Park, Hyde Park,
Strand, Piccadily Circus, and Trafalgar
Square. The leaflet also disclosed plans
to alter signs on some platforms which
would confuse passengers and cause chaos."

Not satisfied with causing "chaos,"
the mysterious authors of the leaflet
have even more sinister aims in mind, ac-
cording to the Times:

"The main reason for this disrup-
tion would be to divert police attention
while violent activities were concentrat-
ed on other parts of London."

The Times was kind enough to add
that a representative of the Vietnam Soli-
darity Campaign, the organization that
initiated the march, "said they knew noth-
ing about the leaflet."”

In the same article the Times re-
ported that the Press Association had re-
ceived an anonymous phone call by "a man
speaking in an Irish accent" who alleged-
ly warned them that the "new" Irish Repub-
lican Army would attack government build-
ings in London if an official inquiry
were not held into the police attack on
civil-rights marchers in Derry in North-
ern Ireland earlier this month. The Times
intimated there might be some connection
between this alleged "plot" and the Octo-
ber 27 demonstration: "The I.R.A. have
said that 'in certain circumstances' they
will use student demonstrations to
achieve their aims."

The scare campaign was given anoth-

er boost October 13 when two fires broke
out in the Imperial War Museum in South
London. Police claimed that the fires had
been set by gasoline bombs. Although no
one knew why or by whom the fires had been
started, the Guardian on October 15 tried
to use the incident as ammunition against
the antiwar movement:

"The fires occurring in a building
commemorating war a fortnight before the
massive Vietnam demonstration in London
suggest that there might be some link."

As if on cue, another anonymous
phone user, claiming to be a museum fire-
bug, made "hot" copy for the press.

"Yesterday," the Guardian contin-
ued, "a young man made an anonymous tele-—
phone call to the Press Association. He
said he was a member of a group of stu-
dents responsible for the fire at the
war museum. It had been started, he said,
to give publicity to the Vietnam demon-
stration, and other buildings of signifi-
cance to the State in Central London
would be future targets." The Guardian
didn't bother to call the Vietnam Solidar-
ity Campaign for a denial before printing
the inflammatory charges from such a dubi-
ous source. The unknown caller, however,
seemed to have been concerned about the
risk of innocent people being held respon-
sible for his incendiary threats. He mag-
nanimously volunteered the information
that he had nothing to do with the Nation-
al Socialist Movement or the Free Wales

Army.

Meanwhile, Arthur Carr, a right-
wing Tory, demanded that the march be
banned because of an entirely different
"plot" which he alone knew of. He attrib-
uted his information to "impeccable'" but
nameless sources. The London Evening News
featured his charges in its October 15 is-
sue, a remarkably busy day for "revela-
tions" on this subject:

"T have impeccable sources of in-
formation," Carr claimed, "that three
Britannia aircraft from Lloyd Internation-
al Airways have been engaged on student
flights from this country and Europe to
Cuba for what is described as a six weeks'
course.

"T also understand that these air-
craft have been booked to bring students
from parts of Europe to Stansted on Octo-
ber 25 -- two days before the London dem-
onstration. I do not believe these six
week courses in Cuba were to learn how to
carry banners or to march properly. I be-
lieve they were intended to learn the tech-
niques of insurrection and sabotage."

A spokesman for Lloyd International
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Airways said that the only flights to
Cuba his company had arranged were five
"cultural flights" and that no flights
were scheduled into Stansted on Octo-
ber 25.

As each paper raises the ante on
its competitors, the plot stories es-
calate. Thus the "crime correspondent™ of
the Daily Telegraph writes October 16,
"Police measures are being taken in Lon-
don following a report that two leaders
of the Irish Republican Army are in the
capital for falks about attacks on Gov-
ernment buildings. A possible link with
the demonstrations planned for Oct. 27
is not overlooked."

A new anonymous call, this time
with a message from the "No. 2 Comman-
dant of the IRA," announced attacks on
government buildings "within 72 hours."

Not to be outdone, the October 16
Times announced that its news team had in-
terviewed "a leading anarchist" who told
them that as for "targets" during the dem-—
onstration, "thousands of possibilities
have been mentioned.”" The "leading anar-
chist" discreetly mentioned only a few:
"the Stock Exchange, the Bank of England,
Downing Street, the telephone exchange..."

The Times also reported that Home
Secretary Callaghan had drafted an order
to be issued in the next few days banning
foreign students from entering Britain to
take part in the October 27 demonstration
"if they have known records of violence."
The Times added, "A list of students with
convictions for violence has been com-
piled by Scotland Yard with the help of
European governments."

The October 15 London Evening Stan-
dard featured calls by two Tory M.P.s de-
manding action against march organizers:

"Mr. Patrick Wall (Haltemprice)
gave notice that he is to ask Mr. Calla-
ghan, Home Secretary, what steps he is
taking to control known agitators in view
of the widespread incitement to violence
now taking place in preparation for the
occasion.

"And Mr. Tom Iremonger (Ilford
North) announced that he is to seek leave
to bring in a Private Member's Bill to
amend the Public Order Act, 1936.

"The proposed change would provide
for the identification, imprisonment and
subsequent deportation of people other
than British subjects and of alien mili-
tant agitators taking part in, or conspir-
ing in the preparation of lawful public
demonstrations." [Emphasis added.]

This vindictive proposal is aimed
primarily at Tariq Ali, leader of the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. Last May
Robert Mellish, minister of public build-

ing and works and London chairman of the
Labour party, called for Tariq Ali's de-
portation to his native Pakistan for his
role in the antiwar movement.

The intent of this campaign of hys-
teria and slander against the antiwar
movement is clear. Its optimum goal is to
have the march banned or to frighten away
enough people to keep it small. Failing
in both those aims, it is calculated to
prepare "public opinion" for a violent
police attack on the marchers.

The organizers of the demonstration
have responded to the provocations of the
press with calm declarations that they
are not seeking a violent confrontation
with police October 27. The October 15
Guardian, in a very small article, re-
ported: "Mr. Tariq Ali, leader of the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, told a meet-
ing of students in Newcastle yesterday
that those taking part in the demonstra-
tion in London on October 27 were being
instructed not to provoke the police....

"There was likely to be some vio-
lence because of the hysteria that had
been whipped up. He said: 'I am opposed
to a futile punchup, but if we are at-
tacked or some of our friends are at-
tacked, we are not going to sit on the
ground and let ourselves be carted off.'"

The October 27 demonstration has
rallied broad support on the left in Brit-
ain. The October 27 Ad Hoc Committee,
which is the official sponsor of the
march, is an antiwar coalition containing
many organizations. In addition to the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, which initi-
ated the action, participants include the
Young Communist League, Young Liberals,
Stop-It Committee, Australians and New
Zealanders Against the War, International
Socialism, the International Marxist
Group [affiliated to the Fourth Interna-
tionall, Independent Labour party, Radi-
cal Students' Alliance, Revolutionary Stu-
dents' Socialist Federation, and Plaid
Cymru [Welsh Nationalist partyl].

The only significant organization
on the left which is not taking part in
the demonstration is the Socialist Labour
League. An editorial in the October 8 is-
sue of the SLL's official newspaper The
Newsletter laid down the line: "This dem-
onstration will be nothing more than a
degradation of Marxist theory and its sub-
version to an unprincipled alliance....We
will, therefore, have nothing to do with
this demonstration."”

The SLL called on all those who
agreed with its simon-pure sectarianism
to participate in a conference to discuss
trade-union questions the same weekend as
the antiwar march. The conference is to
be held in Birmingham, a respectably safe
distance from the events in London.
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AMERICAN SOLDIERS JOIN ANTIWAR MARCH IN SAN FRANCISCO

More than 500 active-duty American
servicemen from Northern California bases
joined a massive march of 15,000 in San
Francisco October 12 against the war in
Vietnam. This was the first time that
such a large group of GIs have taken part

in a public demonstration against the war.

Participants included men and women from
army, navy and air force units, both en-
listed personnel and some Jjunior offi-
cers.

The military brass had attempted
to prevent the historic march from taking
place. GI organizers of the march were
given transfer orders to get them out of
the area on October 12, but a vigorous
campaign in their defense forced the
orders to be rescinded; and all were
present. Several units were restricted to
their bases. The Special Processing De-
tachment at the Presidio of San Francisco
was given orders for special formations
every two hours throughout the day. Many
from this unit came anyway, Jjoining the
march late.

During the march and the rally
that followed, plainclothes military po-
lice attempted to harass servicemen in
the crowd; but demonstrators protected
the antiwar GIs. An eyewitness account by
George Johnson in the October 25 issue of
the socialist weekly The Militant said:

"At one point three agents were
chased into a San Francisco police sta-
tion wagon, which they entered through
the tailgate, and at another, two more
agents were blocked when they tried to

question a GI. The GI, protected by the
crowd, escaped in a student's car. A
shore-patrol vehicle that had picked up a
uniformed sailor was chased for a block."

At the rally in San Francisco's
Civic Center, telegrams and letters of sup-
port were read from GIs in Vietnam and
throughout the country. One message from
an antiwar soldier in Vietnam said, "Hun-
dreds of GIs I've talked to here agree
with me....Let me know how I can help."

Jacques Micheud, an airman from
Hamilton Air Force Base, told the crowd,
"If we could get millions, I think we
could stop the war in Vietnam or war any-
place else where they're going to kill in-
nocent people. And I think GIs more and
more are seeing this -- they don't want
to keep on killing people.”

David Kleinberg, a Vietnam veteran,
described a mortar attack by the National
Liberation Front on his camp at Cu Chi in
which two of his friends were killed. He
said, "When Burns stumbled out of that
bunker into the arms of Larry Craig, he
didn't mumble, 'those bastard Vietcong';
he didn't mumble, 'those bastard commu-
nists'....He mumbled only one thing over
and over: 'that bastard Johnson, that bas-
tard Johnson.'"

Lieutenant Hugh Smith, one of the
GI organizers of the march, told the
crowd, "For the first time in wartime,
GIs have come out against national policy.
GIs have entered into the fabric of Ameri-
can politics."

MORE THAN 800,000 IN JAPANESE ANTIWAR PROTEST

Students and workers in Japan
staged massive demonstrations October 21
protesting the war in Vietnam and the Ja-

pan~-United States Security Treaty, and de-

manding the U.S. get out of Okinawa. The
Japanese press estimated that 800,000
took part in the actions throughout the
country.

The "International Antiwar Day"
was planned to coincide with the Octo-
ber 27 march scheduled in London and the
October 26 demonstration called by the

Student Mobilization Committee in the U.S.

In Tokyo, riot police fought stu-
dents in front of the headquarters of the
Japanese Self-Defense Agency, at the Diet
[parliament], and in the massive Shinjuku
railroad station. A serious clash between
gstudents and police also took place in
Osaka. More than 700 people were arrested

in the two cities and many were injured.

Arrested students were held under
a rarely used "antiriot" law that was in-
voked for the first time in sixteen years.
Shinjuku station, Tokyo's busiest, was
closed overnight by the demonstration.

The Tokyo city government brought
out 12,000 riot police to use against the
demonstrators. The students used wooden
sticks to defend themselves from the cops.
The police were armed with clubs and met-
al shields, and used armored water can-
nons against the students. More than
6,000 demonstrators tried to march on the
U.S5. embassy but were stopped by police.

Many unions staged demonstrations
during the day and several held one-hour
work stoppages and shop rallies to de-
nounce U.S. aggression in Vietnam.
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A VICTORY FOR THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT IN JAPAN

Osaka

A massive nationwide one-hour
strike, organized by public service work-
ers the morning of October 8, followed
that evening by antiwar demonstrations in
all major cities, gave new impetus to the
antiwar movement in Japan.

More than 1,200,000 workers in the
public schools (from primary to univer-
sity level), train and bus service sys-
tems of big cities, and municipal or pre-
fectural offices took part in the strike.
They were demanding a wage increase as
recommended by the National Personnel
Authority last May. The strike was the
largest in the four-year history of uni-
fied striking.

This strike had another meaning to
the public sexrvice workers: it was a pre-

liminary rally for the international anti-

war demonstratiion scheduled for Octo-
ber 21.

More than ten thousand antiwar dem-

onstrators gathered in major cities the
evening of Octiober 8. They were demanding
the unconditional return of Okinawa to
Japan and protesting the U.S.-Japan Secu-
rity Treaty that has enabled the govern-
ment to involwve the nation in the imperi-
alist invasion of Vietnam.

In Tokyo 3,500 students occupied

POLICE ATTACK CIVIL RIGHTS

Shinjuku station, one of the biggest
railway stations of the capital. Train
service had to be stopped for an hour
when the students sat down on the tracks,
protesting the transport of fuel to U.S.
army bases.

The police announced October 9
that nearly a thousand demonstrators had
been injured in Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka.
This included 718 police injured in the
Shinjuku station in Tokyo.

In Osaka workers and students dem-
onstrated in the big boulevards of the
city, and were cheered by many spectators.
Police here announced the next day that
seventeen demonstrators had been wounded
and fifteen arrested. More than two thou-
sand took part in the demonstration.

There seems to be a general shift
of sentiment to the left throughout the
nation in reaction to the police violence.
All signs are very promising for a big
success in the international antiwar dem-
onstration October 21.

The date for the October 8 protest
was chosen as the first anniversary of
the death of Mr. Yamazaki of Kyoto Univer-
sity. He was killed last year during the
demonstration at Haneda International Air-
port against Premier Sato's visiting the
U.S., and committing Japan to support the
Vietnam war.

MARCH IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Sharp clashes between police and
demonstrating workers broke out in Derry
city in Northern Ireland October 5. The
police attacked a civil-rights march
staged by the workers to protest the high

rate of unemployment and the gerrymandered

and rigged election system that virtually
disfranchised Derry's Catholic majority.
Control of the city government is in the
hands of a strongly pro-British section
of the Protestant minority.

Eamonn McCann, a leader of the dem-

onstration and a correspondent of Inter-

continental Press, wrote the following ac-

count October 6:

"As I write, Derry is a city under
siege. Riot police patrol the fringes of
the Catholic ghetto area in armoured cars.
Barricades have been erected and Molotov
cocktails, bricks and other improvised
weapons are being used by the people. Po-
lice are making sporadic sorties into the
area but, at this time, have not succeed-
ed in establishing a foothold.

"This is the second day of vio-
lence in Derry. Yesterday afternoon po-
lice stopped a peaceful civil rights
march with unexampled brutality. Men
were beaten on the testicles. Water can-
nons drove people fleeing from the area
back into the police lines.

"In Duke Street two double lines
of police with batons drawn boxed in
about a thousand people and, advancing
simultaneously, commenced a sickening,
systematic bludgeoning. An eighteen-
year-old reporter, Martin Cowley, vainly
displaying his press credentials, was
repeatedly beaten to the ground by Dis-
trict Inspector Ross McGimpsie....One
middle-aged man was seized by two police-
men and flung bodily over a wall. He was
found there later by Labour party offi-
cials. His leg was broken.

"Fighting spread to the centre of
the city during the evening as police
beat the people back into the Catholic
ghetto. Houses were turned into casualty
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centres as the injured were carried back
from the barricades.”

The Belfast police announced after-
ward that twenty-seven demonstrators had
been arrested and that ninety-six had
been injured. McCann testifies that the
number of injured was much higher, many
preferring to take first-aid treatment at
home or in a casualty centre rather than
risk arrest by going to a hospital. The
police set the number of participants at
800, but this figure is also believed to
be low.

McCann describes an incident that
gives a good indication of the spirit of
the protestors. When police stopped the
march in Duke Street, the demonstrators
held a meeting there in the street to de~
cide what to do. When one speaker urged
the crowd to disperse, he was greeted by
shouts of "What about the Mexican stu-
dents?" and "If Vietnam can take on the
Yanks, we can take on that lot!"

The British press opened a witch-
hunt against the civil-rights demonstra-
tors. The October 7 London Times, for ex-
ample, gave prominent display to a red-
baiting statement by William Craig, min-
ister of home affairs of Northern Ireland:

"Mr. Craig said the police had pho-
tographic evidence that prominent members
of the I.R.A. [Irish Republican Army]
were in the civil rights procession....He
said he was satisfied that the majority
opinion in the I.R.A. council was commu-
nist, and added: 'We are quite satisfied
that a substantial amount of explosives
was in the aresa and it might only be a
matter of time until this sort of activi-
ty is renewed.'"

Writing from Derry the night be-
fore Craig's statement, Eamonn McCann
noted similar charges that had appeared
in Belfast papers:

"The desperate attempts of Union-
ist spokesmen to brand the civil rights
movement as IRA-led are an attempt to
eliminate the possibility of Protestant
working-class support.”

The real grievances of the civil-
rights movement are over questions of
class and national oppression, not reli-
gious belief. The October 7 London Times
reports that unemployment in "Londonderry"
[Derry] stands at 27 percent. The Times
also describes the property qualifica-~
tions required to vote:

"Northern Ireland's electoral sys-—

tem, with its business votes, angers the
poorer Roman Catholic sections of the com-
munity who cannot vote unless they are
ratepayers. Under this system, about

2,000 people in Londonderry alone cannot
go to the polls [in a total population of

56,000]."

McCann adds that this system "gives
the rich extra votes according to the rat-
able valuation of their property. Sir Ba-
sil McFarlane, for example, has twenty-s5ix
votes in a municipal election. I am a 25-
year-old worker. I have none."

Another sore point with the civil-
rights movement is the Northern Ireland
Special Powers Act, which gives the police
the right to arrest without warrant and
intern indefinitely without trial.

McCann traces the first indication
of the new radicalization to the formation
of the Derry Housing Action Committee in
February 1968. The Corporation [city gov-
ernment], controlled by the Tory-Unionist
party, has built only fifteen houses dur-
ing the past three years. The Housing Ac-
tion Committee, McCann reports, contains
Republicans, left-wing members of the lo-
cal Labour party, Trotskyists and unaffil-
iated radicals.

The Action Committee began a cam-
paign of civil disobedience. "It disrupted
Corporation meetings and organised rent
strikes. In June it blocked a main bus
route for forty-eight hours with the
caravan-home of a family of four. Land-
lords' homes were picketed, official cere-
monies broken up. By August some twenty
members had been in court for various of-
fences." The committee publishes a news-
letter called Reality.

The current radicalization was
strengthened by a shift toward the left
in the local Labour party. In addition,
the local Republican Club, an illegal
organization, came into the open with
posters at housing demonstrations, defy-
ing the government ban.

Particularly significant, McCann
writes, "is that there has been no Cath-
olic versus Protestant confrontation....

"The Protestant working class is
passive at the moment. Since the police
have sealed off the Catholic area,it has
been impossible to get through to make ap-
peals. However, Labour party and Young So-
cialist speakers at the barricades have
denounced attempts by fringe hooligan ele-
ments to advance 'get the Protestants' as
a slogan."

The pretext the police used for
attacking the October 5 civil-rights march
was a last-minute ban issued by minister
of home affairs Craig. The restriction
order was directed to Eamonn Melaugh, sec-—
retary of the Derry Housing Action Commit-
tee; Finbar O'Doherty, chairman of the ad-
hoc organizing committee for the march;
John Gallagher, chief marshal of the pa-
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rade; and Eamonn McCann.

- A sympathy demonstration for the
Derry marchers was held in Dublin Octo-
ber 12. The London Sunday Times, which
said there were 300 participants, de-
scribed the action in its October 13 is-
sue:

"Demonstrators protesting against
alleged Protestant repression of Roman
Catholics in Northern Ireland attacked po-
lice with petrol bombs and sticks outside

the British Embassy in Dublin last night.

"Then they marched away, throwing
sticks and smashing the windows of sever-
al Government buildings and the Shel-
bourne Hotel, scene of a clash between po-
lice and civil rights demonstrators earli-
er this year.

"At least three policemen were re-
ported injured and about 10 youths were
arrested."

SOCTALIST WORKERS PARTY HEADQUARTERS BOMBED IN LOS ANGELES

The Los Angeles, California, head-~
quarters of the Socialist Workers party
was bombed by right-wing terrorists Octo-
ber 16. The bomb, which went off in the
stairway leading to the second story of-
fices, was believed to have been set by
counterrevolutionary Cubans.

There was extensive damage to the
stairway, a hole was blown in the wall be-
tween the stalrway and a store, a window
and door were knocked out in the SWP head-
quarters, and an office in the headquar-
ters was damaged. No one was injured, al-
though there were ten people in the build-
ing at the time. The bombers left a stick-
er reading, "United Cuban Power."

Fred Halstead and Paul Boutelle,
Socialist Workers party candidates for
U.S. president and vice-president, issued
a statement in New York City the following
day denouncing the terrorist action.

"It was a deed nurtured by the vio-
lence-breeding policies of the government
and the Democratic and Republican par-
ties," the socialist candidates said.

"The war of aggression Washington is wag-
ing in Vietnam and the bipartisan cam-
paign against Cuba create a climate where
right-wing groups and individuals are en-
couraged to carry on their own 'anticommu-
nist' campaigns....

"The terrorists hope to intimidate
the antiwar, black power and revolution-
ary socialist movements by such nefarious
acts, but they won't succeed. We are con-
fident that all of our supporters across
the country will react to this bombing by
redoubling their efforts to build the an-
tiwar and black liberation movements, and

BARRTENTOS HAUNTED

BY

the movement to abolish the capitalist
system that causes such violence.

"The terrorists also hope to dis-
courage our defense of the Cuban Revolu-~
tion, but here too they have failed. We
will intensify our campaign in support of
Cuba."

At a press conference in Los An-
geles October 17 Joel Britton, organizer
of the Socialist Workers party in that
city, said the bomb exploded while a dis-
cussion was taking place in the headquar-
ters on solidarity actions with the stu-
dents in Mexico. The conference was well
attended by the press, radio and televi-
sion. Britton protested the way police
had handled the incident. One cop, he
told reporters, had said, "Too bad the
bomb wasn't twice as big."

By the time of the press conference
statements of support had already been re-
ceived from a number of figures in the
antiwar and Mexican-American (Chicano)
movements in Los Angeles. These included
Irving Sarnoff, chairman of the Los Ange-
les Peace Action Council; Raul Ruiz, edi-
tor of Chicano Student; Robert Freeman,
executive board member, Committee for the
Defense of the Bill of Rights; Oscar Acos
ca, attorney for the "Chicano Thirteen";
and Michael McCabe of the Bertrand Rus-
sell Peace Foundation.

Farrell Dobbs, national secretary
of the SWP, sent a message declaring that
"the national membership of the Socialist
Workers Party stands ready to give you
every necessary aid in the continuing
fight."

SPECTER OF GUEVARA

General Barrientos is a haunted
man. On October 18 while revolutionists
commemorated the first anniversary of Che
Guevara's death, Barrientos issued an ap-
peal to Bolivians to Jjoin him in fighting

new guerrillas active in the country. He
said that "thanks to the work of Bolivian
and foreign agitators, who are lavishly
paid mercenaries," the guerrillas "create
disorder and poverty in Bolivia."
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MAJORITY OF IRAQI CP GIVE UP "PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE"

An important development has taken
place in the Communist movement of Iraq
in recent months indicating a new radical-
ization under way in that Middle Eastern
nation.

Earlier this year a split took
place in the Iragi Communist party in
which a sizable group broke with the pro-
Moscow leadership of the party over the
question of the leadership's support to
the reactionary Aref regime. The split to
the left assumes particular importance in
light of the double military coups d'état
which took place July 17 and 30, placing
in power an even more right-wing military
dictatorship.

The new CP organization, led by
Aziz Al-Haj, a left-wing member of the
CP Central Committee before the split,
has reportedly undertaken guerrilla war-
fare in the marshes of south Irag. This
may have been a factor in the decision of
the military to stage the July 17 coup.

Eric Rouleau, writing from Bagdad
in the October 9 issue of the Paris daily
Le Monde, said that one of the leaders of
the July 17 coup, Colonel Abdel Razzek
Nayef, told reporters the day after Aref
was deposed that the government had been
"too feeble" to deliver a crushing blow
to the guerrillas. Nayef was himself over-
thrown July 30 by his "close collabora-
tor," General Ahmed Hassan E1 Bakr.

A statement issued in September by
the Organising Committee of the Organisa-
tion of Arab Revolutionary Socialists
Abroad gives some background to the split
in the Iraqi CP.

"The recent developments in the
Iraqi Communist party," they write, "and
the emergence of Aziz Al-Haj's faction -~
which seems to command the support of the
majority of the rank and file of the par-
ty and its 'mass' organizations -- has
been the result of a long fermentation
process. This started on a very limited
scale, originally around 1962-63 when it
became clear that Kassem's regime was
doomed and bound to fall.

"The official leadership of the CP
had always identified the July 1958 revo-
lution with the person of Kassem, support-
ing him fully and uncritically, even to
the point of keeping silent about Kas-
sem's massacres and the armed suppression
of the Kurdish revolution, among many oth-
er issues. The CP failed to pursue an in-
depeﬁdent and revolutionary policy of its
own.

When Kassem was overthrown in Feb-
ruary 1963, the new Ba'ath regime began a
slaughter of the left:

"Thousands of members of the CP and
other independent leftists and militants
lost their lives.

"At this time the first doubts as
to the correctness of the policy of the
leadership of the CP towards Kassem began
to appear among the rank and file."

Aref's overthrow of the Ba'ath re-
gime gave the CP bureaucrats an opportu-
nity to renew the democratic illusions
they had propagated under Kassem. The Aref
government demagogically attacked the
Ba'ath party for the mass slaughter and
torture of political prisoners.

"This was followed," the Arab Rev-
olutionary Socialists said, "by the 'na-
tionalization measures' (through full com-
pensation by the state to the owners) of
some banks, textile factories, insurance
companies, etc., coupled with the 'new'
regime reestablishing some economic and
commercial deals with the Soviet Union....
This led the Central Committee of the CP
to label the regime as 'progressive' and
gtress the possibility of pushing it fur-
ther to the 'left.'"

This pronouncement led to a sharp
reaction among the CP membership:

"For the majority of the rank and
file of the party this was the limit they
could tolerate from the leadership. They

-felt deeply that nothing had seriously

changed, that there was nothing new and
positive in Aref's regime. Even the faces
of the rulers were the same, except for a
few who were no better, and the class na-
ture of the regime was basically the same
as the previous one."

Under pressure from the rank and
file, the Central Committee was reorga-
nized. Led by Aziz Al-Haj, a critical op-
position appeared in the new Central Com-
mittee. "The official leadership, which
represented the 'majority' and enjoyed the
support of Moscow, started publicly to la-
bel the new opposition and its leader as
"traitors,' 'opportunists,' 'ultralefts,’
'sectarians,' etc."

This fight led to an open split in
the Iraqi Communist party. The Arab Revo-
lutionary Socialists continue:

"Although today each of the two
factions claims to be the party itself,
the fact is that Aziz Al-Haj's faction
(i.e., the previous opposition) is the ma-
jority. He has four followers and support-
ers out of every seven members of the par-
ty. Even most of the CP-led organizations
abroad (i.e., student organizations), in-
cluding the one in the Soviet Union itself,
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are with Al-Haj's faction."

The central issue in the split, ac-
cording to the Organisation of Arab Revo-
lutionary Socilalists Abroad, was the gques-
tion of armed struggle against the Aref
regime:

"From the political and ideologi-
cal point of view, the question of armed
struggle constitutes the basic issue for
which this new faction stands. Unlike the
other, old-line faction, it no longer be-
lieves in the capability of the 'national
bourgeoisie' to lead and achieve the demo-
cratic stage of the revolution....

"On the international level, Al-
Haj's organlzdtlon (although it stlll
tries to win the support of Moscow
against the other faction) believes in in-~
dependence from Moscow and in 'neutrality'
in the Sino-Soviet dispute....This new
group also has a lot of respect and admir-
ation for the Cuban revolution and its
leaders."”

The Arab Revolutionary Sociglists
state their view of the new organization:

"From a revolutionary Marxist

point of view, for a certain section of
the official Communist (Stalinist) move-
ment to believe in armed struggle and the
revolutionary overthrow of a reactionary
regime, and not in the 'legal' and 'peace-
ful' means of struggle and opposition, is
definitely a healthy and positive develop-
ment which must be welcomed and encour-

aged. Furthermore, this development in the
Iragi CP is in a certain manner unique....
for rarely has an official CP undergone a

split on such a scale, or given birth from
within to a relatively revolutionary ten-

dency of such size and following.

"It is clear from its documents,
that Al-Haj's organization....tries cor-
rectly to combine the struggle of the
peasant masses of the south with the Kurd-
ish revolution in the north, at the same
time emphasizing the role of the proletar-
iat of the big cities as well as that of
progressive elements in the armed forces,
above all the rank-and-file soldiers."

The first guerrilla battles of Al-
Haj's organization were carried out in
May and June under the leadership of the
newly formed Front for Popular Struggle.
The Organisation of Arab Revolutionary So-
cialists Abroad declared:

"Finally, for our part, we welcome
the emergence of the Front for Popular
Struggle in Iraq and salute those of its
militants who fell during the clashes of
June 3, 1968, among whom was Khalid Zeki,
an honest and serious comrade whom most
of us knew personally."

Khalid Zeki was an Iragi exile who
lived in London for a number of years. AL
one time he was one of Bertrand Russell's
secretaries. He returned secretly to Irag
earlier this year. He and eight other
guerrillas were killed after a fourteen-
hour battle with a force of 700 police.

MEXTCAN STUDENTS STAND FIRM ON THREE CONDITIONS

[The fcllowing statement by the
leadership of the Mexican student move-
ment, the National Strike Committee (Con-
sejo Nacional de Huelga -- CNH) was pub-
lished as an ad in the Mexico City daily
El Dia of Octcber 12. Most of the members
of this body were arrested at the time of
the October 2 massacre in the Plaza de
las Tres Culturas in Mexico City. Some
were killed. Those who escaped death or
imprisonment are now being hunted by the
police.

[The remaining members of the CNH
took out this ad in order to answer the
rumors which the notoriously venal Mexi-
can capitalist press persistently spread,
both before and after the massacre, that
the CNH was ready to negotiate a settle-
ment of the student conflict on the gov-
ernment's terms. This ad was submitted to
all the major Mexico City dailies; only
the liberal El_Dia published it. ]

* Xk ok

The CNH finds itself compelled to

clarify its positions in view of the re-
cent events and the statements by direct
participants in the conflict.

1. We for our part have always
maintained that the conflict must be
solved through frank and direct dialogue
with the representatives of the federal
government.

2. We entered into preliminary dis-
cussions with emissaries from the federal
government in an attempt to find ways to
an understanding. We sought an understand-
ing which would permit us, without sacri-
ficing our political principles, to achieve
the necessary preconditions for a public
dialogue on the six points in cur list of
demands.

It must be pointed out here that
compafieros Luis Gonzalez de Alba, Gilberto
Guevara Niebla, and Anselmo Mufloz were the
first CNH representatives to meet with the
honorable Jorge de la Vega Dominguez and
Andrés Caso. These compafieros met with
them on the morning of October 2, and were
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arrested that afternoon at the exact mo-
ment the massacre in the Plaza de las

Tres Culturas started. As a result these
compafieros found themselves unable to con-
tinue the discussions.

3. In spite of the repressive at-
mosphere that prevailed, the discussions
continued.

We declare that at the start and
in an atmosphere of mutual respect, the
students reiterated that three demands
had to be met in order to open a public
dialogue:

(1) Freedom for the political pris-
oners Jailed hbecause of this movement.

(2) Total and permanent cessation
of police and military repression.

(3) Withdrawal of the army and po-
lice from the schools under their control.

4. From the moment these discus-
sions became kmown to the public, a full-
scale press campaign opened up, claiming
that we were anxious to accept a settle-
ment on the government's terms. This po-
sition would amount to capitulation from
all points of view and we will never ca-
pitulate. We declare, so that no one may
misjudge the firmness of our principles,
that under no circumstances will we agree
to discuss our demands until all those ar-
rested because of the development of this
movement are free.

5. We must repeat that if we sus-

pended the mass meetings and demonstra-
tions in support of our demands it was
essentially due to the violent repression
which the government has unleashed and to
which we cannot irresponsibly expose our
ranks. But we emphatically state that we
will make use of our freedom of expres-
sion and assembly and our right to demon-
strate by whatever means we consider ap-
propriate, because the Constitution grants
us these rights.

6. Since the Consejo Nacional de
Huelga seeks democratic objectives it can-
not employ violence or issue appeals to
violence. Therefore, it rejects responsi-
bility for the response evoked by the gov-
ernment's violent repression. It considers
that the government alone bears the re-
sponsibility for any such eventuality since
it is blocking the pathways to a democratic
resolution of the social conflict it is up
against.

7. We have clearly and firmly de-
clared our position in favor of, and our
readiness for a dialogue. Now the next move
is up to the government, if it has any de-
sire to seek settlement of our demands.

8. We declare that the students
will never cease to struggle to defend
democratic freedoms in our country.

Consejo Nacional de Huelga
Roberto Escudero

Mexico, D.F. October 11, 1968

OLYMPIC ATHLETES "SHOCKED AND HORRIFIED"

The press has blocked out news on
the reaction of the athletes at the Olym-
pic Games to the massacre at the Plaza de
las Tres Culturas. A lone October 4 Reu-
ters dispatch from Mexico City went into
the wastebaskets. Tana De Gaméz reported
it in her news broadcast over radio sta-
tion WBAI in New York October 5.

"Many Olympic athletes were shocked
and horrified by the bloodshed during vio-
lent clashes between troops and student
demonstrators here," Reuters reported.

"'The Olympics are not important
enough for people to die for and I do not
want to run on the blood of other people,’
said 24-year-0ld Italian hurdler Eddy Ot-
toz. 'If students are being killed so
that the games can be held, then I say
the Olympics are not worth one human
life.'"

Other comments by athletes report-
ed by Reuters included the following:

Danish Oarsman John Erik Jensen
said, "We can see that the police have
too much power in Mexico." He pointed to
the stark contrast between the living con-
ditions of the athletes and of the Mexican
workers as a source of future struggles:
"They work in the Olympic Village during
the day and then go back to their poor
houses at night. Maybe they will say 'We
can live better too' and there will be
even bigger demonstrations."

The captain of the Pakistan hockey
team, Tariq Aziz, said, "It is difficult
to comment when we don't really kmow what
happened. But if the demonstration was
peaceful then the troops' action was
butchery.".

Ilona Gusenbauer, 21, the Austrian
high-jump champion, said, "This is terri-
ble. Before I came here I thought reports
in the European press were exaggerated.
We do not know the full extent of this,
but I think all people might have a right
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to demonstrate against old things. If dem-
onstrations get out of hand they could

use water to break them up. Shooting is
awful."

Libyan army sergeant Mohammed Kal-
ifa, a participant in the 400-meter hur-
dle, said, "We do not want anyone to get
killed. We would like the students and

government to meet and discuss a solution
to the unrest."

Mauricio Ventallo, a lawyer and
member of the Spanish hockey team, said,
"I do not understand the student problem
here and so cannot comment on that angle
but I cannot believe the police brutality
«...Wwas necessary."

"CONFESSIONS" EXTRACTED BY TORTURE, SAY MEXICAN STUDENTS

In an effort to cover up for their
crimes in the October 2 massacre in the
Plaza de las Tres Culturas, the Mexican
authorities have been torturing fantastic
"confessions" out of a few of the thou-
sands of students arrested at the time of
the massacre.

Some of those from whom such "con-
fessions" were wrung managed to get a
disavowal into the Mexico City liberal
daily E1 Dia of October 18:

"We are not responsible for the
bloody events of October 2 on the Plagza

de las Tres Culturas. The statements we
have made up until now have been exacted
from us by torture.

"The police fired pitilessly on
the defenseless crowd attending the meet-
ing. We did not offer the least resistance
and we did not use fire arms."

Among the gstudents signing this
statement was Socrates Campos Lemus, who
had made declarations implicating a num-
ber of prominent Mexican political person-
alities in a "plot" against the govern-
ment.

BRAZILIAN STUDENT LEADERSHIP CAPTURED BY POLICE

Police in Brazil succeeded in seiz-
ing more than 1,000 students, including
virtually the entire national leadership
of the student movement, in a mass raid
during the night of October 12. The cops
dragged the students from their beds at
an undergrounc congress of the outlawed
UNE [Uni8o Nacional dos Estudantes -- Na-
tional Student Unionl in the wvillage of
Ibiuna near S&o Paulo.

The police said that they were
"forced" to kill and wound several stu-
dents who resisted arrest. Netted in the
government swoop were the three most prom-
inent leaders of the UNE, Vladimir Palmei-
ra, José Dirceu, and Iuis Tavassos, along
with six Jourralists who were covering
the congress.

In the October 15 issue of Le
Monde, special correspondent Irénée Guima-
raes described the circumstances of the
government's greatest success to date
against the militant student movement.

Having succeeded twice before in
holding underground congresses in direct
defiance of the strong~arm regime, the
students proclaimed months in advance in
general terms when and where they were
going to hold their congress.

Under the conditions of intensify-
ing struggle in the country, Guimaraes
considers that it was an extremely risky
venture to give the government a chance

to catch a whole group of student leaders
at once. Furthermore, in view of this gam-
ble, the preparations for the congress
seem to have been hasty and careless.

The purchase of unusual amounts of
provisions in the little town of Ibiuna
aroused suspicion among local merchants.
They tipped off the police.

The full repercussions of the ar-
rests on the student movement cannot yet
be assessed. In a country ruled by a bru-
tal dictatorship which has whipped up suc-
cessive waves of reactionary terrorism,
the jailed leaders are in grave danger.

In addition, the arrests came during
a sharp factional struggle in the UNE over
the complex and dangerous tasks facing the
gstudent movement.

Indications are, however, that the
students are fighting back hard against
the government's repression.

Since October 14, student demon-
strations have been multiplying in Recife,
Bahia, Brazilia, and Rio de Janeiro, with
lightning street meetings and violent ac-
tions.

The students have declared that
they will meet every government attack by
carrying the struggle to a higher level,
to the point of a general student strike
and even "more extraordinary means."



924~

Mexico City —- October 2

"T LAY ON THE GROUND WITH BLOOD POURING OUT..."

An Ttalian newspaperwoman who was
gunned down by Mexican troops and police
in the October 2 massacre at the Plaza de
las Tres Culturas survived the shooting
to denounce the action of the Mexican gov-
ernment as worse than Vietnam.

Oriana Fallaci, 40, was the woman
who appeared in the widely circulated As-
sociated Press photographs showing her
with two men trapped on a balcony under
fire from the troops. The two men with
her were killed. She was shot in the back,
the thigh and the knee.

The New York Post printed the AP
photos October 3 with the following cap-
tion:

"These blurred photos taken in the
heat of battle in Mexico City last night
tell a stark drama of death. In top photo
one man (at left) is slumped dead while
man and woman plead over balcony for help.
No help comes, and in middle photo woman
has fallen dead. The man continues to cry
for aid. None comes. In the bottom photo
he, too, is dead."

Miss Fallaci, the only survivor on
the balcony, in a return from the dead
highly embarrassing to the Mexican govern-
ment, told newsmen the next day, "I have
covered the Vietnam war, but I have never
seen anything similar to what happened
last night."

An Associated Press dispatch from
Mexico City reported the wounded newspa-
perwoman's description of her experience,
but few papers seem to have printed it.
It did appear in the October 4 Los

Angeles Times.

"I was standing on a balcony over-
looking the plaza,"” Oriana Fallaci told
reporters from a hospital bed in Mexico
City, "with some student leaders who were
speaking to the crowd.

"Everything was quiet. I didn't ex~
pect any trouble. Suddenly a helicopter
loomed over the building and dropped a
flare. In a matter of seconds, police
charged into the building, broke into the
apartment and arrested all of us.

"I was brought forcefully down to
the plaza. For the first time I saw the
soldiers. There was wild shooting all

over the place. I even had the feeling
soldiers and policemen were trading shots
in the great confusion.

"T dashed for shelter. When I had
almost made it, I felt a terrible pain in
my back and my leg. I realized I was hit.

"I lay on the ground with blood
pouring out of my body. Every time I
tried to raise my head and call for help,
a policeman was pointing his gun at me.

"Tt was a terrible, unbelievable
thing."

Associated Press photographer Je-
slis Diaz, who took the dramatic pictures
of the shooting of Oriana Fallaci, told
the wire service how he managed to evade
the attempts of the Mexican secret police
to confiscate his film.

"The photographer was lying on a
terrace of an apartment building," the AP
dispateh said, "and saw people running to
get away from machine-gun fire." Follow-
ing is Diaz' account of what happened:

"Then I heard the lady scream and
fall wounded. There was another burst of
gunfire and two more persons fell to the
ground, badly wounded.

"While I was lying down I loaded
my camers and began to shoot, hiding my
camera between my legs because secret po-
lice and soldiers were forbidding photo-
graphs and confiscating cameras and film.

"The woman was yelling for help.
Than I saw that the two men beside her were
dead and another body was lying nearby.

"Very carefully I took the roll
out of my camera and stuck it inside my
Jacket. It turned out to be the only roll
that was not taken away and confiscated
by the secret police.

"Police held me and 40 others for
more than an hour in a bedroom of one of
the apartments during the gunfight. Final-
ly a secret police friend of mine recog-
nized me and let me go."

Diaz said four rolls of film were
taken from him. He added that "police in-
sulted, kicked and beat photographers
from other countries as well as Mexicans."

ELENA GARRO REPORTED MISSING

Agence France-Presse reported Octo-
ber 9 that Elena Garro, a well-known Mexi-
can writer, had been missing for two days.

She was named in a "confession" by Socra-
tes Campos Lemus as having been involved
in a "plot" against the Diaz regime.
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Mexico City -~ October 2

"SOMETHING OUT OF A NIGHTMARE"

[The following account of the Octo-
ber 2 massacre in Tlatelolco appeared in
a special (undated) issue of Por Qué?, an
independent magazine published in Mexico
City. The special 48-page issue of
300,000 copies, devoted entirely to the
massacre, carries numerous photographs of
the attack mounted by federal troops and
the police as well as victims murdered by
the government forces. A copy can be ob-
tained by sending five pesos (US$.50) to
Por Qué?, Monterrey 70, Colonia Roma, Mex-
ico 7, D.F., Mexico.

[{The translation below is by Inter-
continental Press.]

* k%

It was something horrifying, some~
thing out of a nightmare. Flocks of hys-
terical small children, separated from
their parents in the midst of the confu-

GUILTY. Luis Cueto Ramirez, Mexico City's
chief of police. According to Gen. Garcia
Barragédn, Cueto asked that federal troops
be sent to the Plaza de las Tres Culturas.

gion, ran wildly about, often right into
the murderous guns which swept the crowd
pitilessly. A group of these terrified
children passed by the place where I had
taken cover. Suddenly the head of one of
them seemed to explode, perhaps struck by
an expanding bullet and the little fellow
thrashed around on the ground.

His companions fled but a child of
about six, stupefied, who certainly had
no idea of death, tried futilely to revive
him. He shook the inert little body des-
perately, crying, "Beto, Beto, what's the
matter with you?" His voice broke, becom-
ing a hoarse murmur until it completely
faded away. The two little bodies
stretched out on the asphalt tightly
clasped in an embrace.

When I was able to come out from be-
hind cover neither of them was moving. Per-
haps both of them were dead. This scene
will remain indelibly imprinted on my mind.
Probably my cowardice prevented me from
saving the life of the second child by
pulling him into the gutter. But bullets
were whistling from everywhere and the in-
stinct for self-preservation is a terribly
egoistic thing.

It was a stupid massacre conceived
by sick minds. What happened in Tlatelolco
the evening of October 2, 1968, will go
down as one of the blackest pages in our
history. And History, with a capital "H,"
will condemn those who prepared this am-
bush against the people and those who car-
ried it out.

Because, while obeying the orders
of its superiors, the army acted with ex-
treme savagery. .If it had been a war, if
the troops sent against the people had
been the troops of an enemy country, they
could not have acted in a more inhumane
way. In wars soldiers shoot at equals,
who are also armed and are foreigners,
enemies. In Tlatelolco they massacred men,
women -- many of them pregnant -- and
children, who besides being unarmed were
their fellow countrymen, as Mexican as the
grim butchers who turned on them.

It was an operation painstakingly
planned with all the resources of military
science. The previous Friday another stu-
dent meeting was held in the same place
which was not attacked and which came off
without incident. This reassured the peo-
ple, and they fell into the trap.

Everything was calculated in detail.
The police agents who mixed in with the
crowd put white gloves on their left hands
when the massacre began so as to be able
to identify each other. The army took up
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positions, arms ready, at the strategic
spots where the victims of this vicious
ambush would have to try to find a way
out. Helicopters hovered over the Plaza
de las Tres Culturas and when they saw
that the enormous mousetrap was ready to
spring they dropped green flares followed
by red ones.

This was the signal they were wait-
ing for to close the Jaws of the trap.
Several shots into the air came from the
roofs and windows surrounding the Plaza
de las Tres Culturas; then the troops at-
tacked.

While those who began the shooting
were on the roofs and balconies, the sol-
diers did not aim their fire there but
opened fire on the crowd gathered in
front of the Chihuahua building.

The peaceful meeting on the previ-
ous Friday macde the people and the stu-
dents believe that there would be no more
repression of meetings protesting the
failure to solve the student question. So
there were hundreds of women with small
children in the Plaza de la Tres Culturas
who had come to protest the Jailing of
their sons in the previous repressions.

The first volleys fired by the sol-
diers opened great holes in the crowd.
Bodies fell 1like wheat before the scythe.
Thousands of persons tried to flee in dif-
ferent directions, but every path was
blocked by troops, who fired on the crowd,
forcing it to turn back and run in other
directions only to come again under the
barrels of rifles and machine guns.

(The next day the press said that
"snipers" in the buildings around the
Plaza de las Tres Culturas fired at both
the soldiers and the people who had gath-
ered at the meeting. This is false. The
shots from the windows and roofs were
fired into the air only. And those who
fired them -- police agents —-- hid and
did not reappear. The most elementary log-
ic would indicate that if it had been stu-
dents or their supporters firing from the
buildings they would have fired on the en~
emy, the soldiers and police.

(The press also reported that Gen-
eral José Hernédndez Toledo, who led the
army attack "was shot in the chest,”" when
he called on those present at the meeting
to disperse and it was when he fell wound-
ed that the troops opened fire. It was re-
ported that General Herndndez Toledo "suf-
fered a wound, a bullet penetrating his
thorax." But El Universal published a pic-
ture, taken that midnight, of one of its
editors talking to the general, who looked
in fine fettle with his thorax bandaged.
This was an incredible example of vital-
ity and imperviousness to bullets which
unfortunately those who fell in clusters

GUILTY. Gen. Marcelino Garcia Barragin,
gecretary of national defense. After the

massacre, he said: "I take full responsi-
bility....Freedom will continue to rule."

on the Plaza de las Tres Culturas did not
share.)

Those who took cover from the bul-
lets, crouching between the automobiles
near the buildings that make up the Ciudad
Tlatelolco, witnessed the incredibly sadis-
tic way the soldiers acted after the crowd
was already in full flight. One of them
told this story:

"Driven back from every direction,
the people tried to find shelter in the
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GUILTY. Gen. Rafill Mendiolea Cerecero. Sec-
ond in command under Police Chief Cueto.
Took command in the plaza after Gen. José
Hernéndez Toledo was hit in the "thorax."

buildings. But hundreds bunched up against
every door, pushing and shoving and tramp-
ling one another. The people crowded on
one of the stairways in the ISSSTE build-
ing. Close to the majority had reached the
first flight of stairs when two soldiers
arrived with automatic rifles and merci-
lessly opened fire. All those between the
ground floor and the first curve in the
staircase weres mowed down on the spot.
Blood bathed the sidewalk and trickled in-
to the street. The soldiers kept firing
until no one moved."

That scemed to be the order that
the soldiers had gotten -~ shoot every-
thing that moves. They were assisted in
this criminal work by agents of the Poli-
cia Judicial [Judicial Policel, the Pro-
curaduria General de la Republica [Depart-
ment of Justice], and the Direccidn Fed-
eral de Seguridad [Federal Security Divi-
sion], of all the police forces. Duly
identified by white gloves on their left

hands and armed with pistols and machine
guns, they moved about firing at will.

The maneuver of having these agents
mix with the crowd before the troops at-
tacked was part of the meticulously pre-
pared plan. One of the first victims as
the massacre started was a girl student,
who had been speaking at the meeting.
Several agents had taken up positions
around her. As soon as the flares were
launched and the army began its attack,
they put on their white gloves and gunned
her down.

The same thing happened to other
students who had been marked. They did
not have the slightest chance to escape.
(Those who cold-bloodedly plotted these
crimes must have understood that some
personalities gain stature in prison but
that the dead are dead and everyone tends
to forget about them. The two cases of
Demetrio Vallejo and Rubén Jaramillo are
quite eloquent in this regard.)

It is said that a corporal was
killed and "many" soldiers were wounded
among the attackers. Here, lack of im-
agination on the part of those who plot-
ted this attack against the people is
evident. Because if the "“agitators™ had
long-range weapons and machine guns "of
Russian and Czechoslovak manufacture,"
as the press was told, how is it pos-
sible that there were so few casualties
among the troops?

Soldiers are made out of flesh and
blood. Bullets penetrate them also. Isn't
1t more likely that this dead corporal
and the "many" wounded were victims of
their own companions, who in many cases
fired on the crowd from three opposing
directions?

The fact that at the Alemidn Univer-
sity in Coyoacan the police uncovered two
Guatemalans and one Mexican who had an
"arsenal" of one automatic rifle gives a
good measure for the claims about the
weapons the “agitators" are supposed to
have had. There have been no disturbances
around Coyoacan and yet the police nose
was keen enough to track this down. But
in Tlatelolco, which had been surrounded
for days by granaderos [military security
policel], which was zealously guarded by
secret police, in some strange way Rus-
sian and Czech military equipment was got-
ten in without anyone having an inkling
of it.

Parading its incredible contempt
for the people of Mexico, the daily press
took for good coin the statements of Fer-
nando M. Garza, the director of press and
public relations of the office of the
president. He declared in the press con-
ference with foreign correspondents and
local Jjournalists that by 1:00 a.m. of
October %, the total casualties amounted
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to "about twenty deaths, seventy-five
wounded, and four hundred arrests" and
that the army had "taken care of the cen-
ter of agitation which created the prob-
lem."

There nmust have been over a hun-
dred bodies stiretched out in the Plaza
de las Tres Culturas alone. Besides this,
many others were scattered grotesquely
along the stairways of the buildings sur-
rounding the square where the meeting was
held. There were dead on the roofs as
well, because in its effort to see that

no one got away alive, the military strat-

egists included helicopters in their
plans. After sweeping the roofs with bul-
lets, their crews fired some machine-gun
volleys into the people fleeing the Plaza
de las Tres Culturas.

By 9:00 p.m. both the Red Cross
hospital and ‘the Rubén Lefiero hospital in

La Verde were surrounded by cordons of po-

lice. At the same time the chief of staff
of the Defense Department ordered the Red
Cross to suspend its emergency service.
Army trucks and ambulances then took
charge of picking up the bodies scattered
over the Plaza de las Tres Culturas.

Where did they take them? There
are no reports that the army units took
the bodies to the third precinct in whose
Jurisdiction the massacre took place. Did
these bodies go to rest in a common grave,
in some crematorium? The truth about the
number of vietims may never be known.

By the time this issue of Por Qué?
reaches the stands, many of our readers
will undoubtedly have noticed the "disap-
pearance" of some friend or relative. In
hundreds of homes in the capital, people
will keep on waiting anxiously for a
brother, a son, a father, mother, or a
sister who has disappeared. They will
keep up their faint hopes that their rel-
ative is in some Jjail or in the immense
prison camp into which Military Encamp-
ment No. 1 has been transformed, and not
in some dark unknown ditch or converted
into ashes.

This anxiety over "missing" loved
ones can already be felt as I write this
report. Thousands of residents of the
capital are going the rounds of the pre-
cinct stations, the hospitals, and the
precinct morgues in a dreary, tragic pil-
grimage spurred on only by a dying hope.

The explanation given for suspend-
ing the Red Cross emergency service and
cordoning off the hospitals was that "it
was necessary to prevent intruders from
entering the emergency wards and in order
to be able to question the wounded." Re-
markable diligence, this interrogating
people who, having been wounded by high-
caliber arms, would not be able to talk
for days, if they survived at all.

GUILTY. Alfonso Corona del Rosal, gover-
nor of Mexico City. Said to have ordered
a "crackdown" on the students to assure

"peace" in capital during Olympic Games.

It seems more reasonable to sup-
pose that the reason for this action was
to get rid of the bodies in order to keep
down public indignation. It is more rea-
sonable to assume that it was done to
contain the people's outrage at this vile
action which no real Mexican can excuse.

If, as the president's press and
public relations director Fernando M. Gar-
za says, this well-planned operation had
"taken care of the center of agitation
which caused the problem," what reason,
what excuse can there be for the soldiers’
firing on the crowd gathered in the Plaza
de las Tres Culturas?

It is said that all the members of
the Consejo Nacional de Huelga [National
Strike Committee —- the student leader-
ship] were arrested. They were on the
fourth floor of the Chihushua building.
All that the many plainclothes police in
the crowd had to do was station themselves
at the entrances, guns in hand, during the
brief time it took the troops to get there
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from where they were stationed. No one
could escape.

But no. What they probably intend-
ed was to "teach a lesson" not only to
the students but also to the mothers who
were getting quite belligerent. The day
before in the Chamber of Deputies they
had shouted horrible things against the
PRI [Partido Revolucionario Institutional
—— Institutional Revolutionary party —-
the government party] and the government
when the sergeant at arms ordered the
session adjourned in the face of shouts
from the women calling on them to discuss
the student problem and the government's
excesses.

More than 300 tanks, assault cars,
Jjeeps and military trucks and 10,000 sol-
diers participated in "Operation Tlatelol-
co." Those who plotted this attack against
the people with such military precision
will certainly get some gold braid out of
it. There were less than 5,000 persons
gathered in the Plaza de las Tres Cultu-
ras. Thus the soldiers, together with the
numerous plainclothes police and the hun-
dreds of granaderos who also took an ac-
tive part, were three against one.

If we take into consideration that
about half of those attending the meeting
were women and children,we realize that
the meeting could have been broken up
through the arrest of all those present
by simply overpowering them bodily.

Undoubtedly some students were car-
rying guns, although I have pointed out
that the shotis from the buildings were
not aimed at the troops but into the air.
But even if they were armed with pistols,
who could have gotten in with a rifle or
a machine gun? The entire sector had been
surrounded for days before by granaderos
and the buildings were being watched by
plainclothesmen. But it is unlikely that
the students used their pistols. Everyone
knows how afraid the people are of the
army. As soon as the olive-green uniforms
appear everyhody feels like running.

This, however, did not prevent the
press from "reporting" the next day that
"the agitators even used a high-caliber
machine gun mounted on a tripod against
the troops." Wouldn't a lot of soldiers
have been killed if a high-caliber machine
gun had been trained on those advancing in
closed ranks?

The papers also published a picture
of a man "carrying an enormous ax" --
which in the photo looked more like a
kitchen utensil -- who "tried to attack
the troops." This was certainly a desper-
ate gesture by a citizen, who tried, like
many others burning with indignation at
the sight of this inhuman massacre, to
attack the troops with his bare hands.

e % A

i

GUILTY. President Diaz, Mexico's criminal
No. 1. Federal troops could not have been
deployed at Tlatelolco without specific

authorization from Diaz as top commander.

The army's arsenal was tested on
the Chihuahua building. The machine guns
in the turrets of the tanks and armored
vehicles vomited gunfire indiscriminately.
Obviously this building was inhabited by
peaceful bystanders who had nothing to do
with the meeting. To kill a presumed snip-
er, all those in reach of the bullets and
shells of "the guardian of our institu-
tions" were murdered in the most cowardly
way.

Ah, but the splendid General José
Hernandez Toledo, for whom medals and
gold braid certainly lie in store, de-
clared pompously, "We didn't use high-
powered weapons." True, the tanks didn't
use their cannon, although there are
traces of bazooka shells on the Chihuashua
building. The air force was not used
either, though perhaps four or five bombs
dropped by airplanes on the Plaza de las
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Tres Culturas would have done a quicker
and more efficient Jjob than the soldiers
did.

Once the massacre was over, the
time came for the "mop-up job." The sol-
diers carried out this operation to per-
fection, literally storming the buildings
around the Plaza de las Tres Culturds.
They were hurnting for "agitators," of
course, but they grabbed up everything of
value to be found in the apartments. And
some times they destroyed what they could
not carry off. The prisoners were trans-
ported in military trucks but some of the
trucks were certalnly used to carry off
the booty.

At this very moment many families
of "humble fighting men," must be watch-
ing television, eating from silver plates,
and using fine table linen. Those who did
not participate in "Operation Tlatelolco"
undoubtedly hope that the army high com~
mand is preparing another massacre of Mex-
icans so that they can make up for a bad
year.

The heroic generals Cristéforo Ma-
sébn and RaGl Mendiolea Cerecero, who were
left at the head of the attacking troops
after General José Hernadndez Toledo re-
ceived his "grave wound" in the chest, a
bullet "penetrating his thorax" -- but
which did not prevent him fromchatting
easily three hours later -- took every
possible precaution with the dangerous
members of the ConsejoNacional de Huelga
who were captured in this glorious opera-
tion. For a starter they were totally
stripped and then manacled.

Then the "mop-up Job" continued,
which consisted in breaking down the
doors of all the apartments with gun
butts, arresting the inhabitants, and
letting the soldiers load up with every-
thing that struck their fancy.

Hundreds of prisoners were lined
up against the wall of the church of San-
tiago Tlatelolco with their hands behind
their heads. In previous clashes with the
students, the soldiers kept their hands
off the youths they captured and the
granaderos were the ones who covered them-
selves with blood, beating those who were
already more than subdued. But that was
not what happened this time. The soldiers
beat men, women, and youths with their
rifle butts to their heart's content and
the police helped out, whipping people
with their pistols.

Almost no one escaped unharmed.
Even reporters were struck by rifle butts
and one was stabbed by a bayonet. The pho-
tographers got theirs too and several had
their cameras smashed. The army, which
had "come out of the ranks of the people,"
was at the height of its glory. The sol-
diers were omnipotent, dealing out the

greatest injury they could to defenseless
people. Not one tried to defend himself
because that would have meant instant
death.

The Italian writer and Jjournalist
Oriana Fallaci from the magazine L'Europeo
was wounded twice on the fourth floor of
the Chihuahua building. She cried out des-
perately, "An ambulance, please, an ambu-
lance, for mercy's sake an ambulance!”
But she kept on losing blood for almost
an hour because the chief of staff of the
Defense Department by this time had al-
ready ordered suspension of the Red Cross
emergency service.

And besides being wounded, her
purse was stolen. This act is a shame to
any real Mexican and will certainly bring
discredit on our country abroad. Maybe
some "fighting man" is wondering right
now what the lira is worth, if our fellow
journalist did not have time to change
her money.

As I pointed out from the start,
this whole maneuver was minutely planned
by fiendish and perverse minds. The Olym-
pic Battalion, made up of hand-picked
elements from the Guardias Presidenciales
[Presidential Guards], had the job of at-
tacking stores in the Ciudad Tlatelolco
area, undoubtedly in order to blame this
vandalism on the "extremist agitators."

The members of the Olympic Battal-
ion loaded up with everything that caught
their fancy and destroyed everything else.
What perverse reasons did they have for
dealing this way with the property of
modest merchants who had nothing to do
with either the students or the govern~
ment? It is understandable that the sol-
diers stole what suited them but why did
they destroy the rest? Only the plotters
of "Operation Tlatelolco" can answer
these questions.

The next morning, thousands of
prisoners were being taken off in military
trucks. Some reporters speak of "a thou-
sand arrested," and others put the figure
st11l lower. But since there were about
5,000 people in the Plaza de las Tres Cul-
turas at the time our glorious national
army began its assault and about 200 were
killed and 500 wounded, those arrested
total thousands. Because the residents of
the surrounding buildings, many of them
in their underwear, were taken by entire
families and herded to the military trucks.
Probably not more than a hundred managed
to escape the scene of the attack safely
and then only by a miracle. Because when
the green flares were fired ("shoot into
the air™), followed up by the red ones
("attack, heroic and valiant soldiers"),
absolutely every exit from Ciudad Tlatelol-
co was covered by troops.

"I take full responsibility," "Mar-
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shal" Marcelino Garcia Barragén, the sec-
retary of defense, told Jjournalists ur-
gently summoned to his office. Later he
added, perhaps to provide comic relief
for the massacre: "Freedom will continue
to rule."

Moreover, "Marshal" Garcia Barra-
gén called on parents "to keep a rein on
their student sons and don't let them be
used by agitators." What is not clear is
why, if he really thinks that these youth
are "victims of agitators," he did not
send his troops against the rascally agi-
tators instead of ordering them to murder
not only students but defenseless mothers
and children. (By some strange chance a
large percentage of the mothers who went
to the tragic meeting in Ciudad Tlatelel-
co were pregnant. Unable to run, they of-
fered the soldiers their best target.
Furthermore, many of them brought small
children with them, who, finding them-
selves left alone, ran about in flocks,
sobbing hysterically.)

Garcia Barragidn, who took full re-
sponsibility, said that he sent the army
because "the police asked for it." This
is an incredible story because the secre-
tary of defense cannot conceivably be un-
aware that in peacetime -- although he
and his soldiers think.that we are at
war -- orly the president can order the
army in and not some cop.

But the people have drawn their
own conclusions. They know who 1s respon-
sible for this horrendous and stupid massa-
cre, which is unquestionably the worst to
ever occur in Mexico City in peacetime.
The government has taken an irremediable
step. Now no solution is possible to the
student conflict. FPutile and trivial at
the start, this struggle grew, thanks to
the ineptitude of those who could have re-
solved it in time, until it has reached
the point of becoming a torment and worry
for millions of Mexicans. And it will al-
so have negative effects abroad.

(Many foreign journalists who came
to Mexico for the Olympic Games were in
the Plaza de las Tres Culturas when the
soldiers attacked. Besides the wounds suf-
fered by the Italian writer Oriana Falla-
ci, as I write this, two Japanese and two
German reporters are still "missing.")

And, speaking of journalists, the
venality and the filthy corruption that
prevails on the so-called "big press' is
beyond belief. Of course, the daily pa-
pers cover upr the theft of public funds
which produces a flock of millionaires
every six years,* the outrages committed

* The length of the president's term of
office in Mexico.

by the local bosses, and the perversion
of democracy that reigns in Mexico. But
at the time of an attack as cowardly as
the one in Ciudad Tlatelolco, which
brought sorrow to so many homes, it was

a sacred duty to report the facts honest-
ly and attempt at least some kind of de-
fense of the victims -- if the economic
backing on which these papers depend per-
mitted no more.

The press in Mexico long ago aban-~
doned its calling. But in a case like
this one, it was duty bound to get up off
its belly and take sides with those who
were unjustly and cravenly machine-gunned.

I was outraged when I read the
capital's big dailies on Thursday, Octo-
ber 3. There was so much distortion and
prevarication in their "news" that the
editors of the most servile captive daily
almost reached the point of mutiny --
until they remembered that their most
sensitive organ is the stomach.

And what about the editorial pages,
the in-depth commentary? In the face of
the tragedy in thousands of homes in the
capital mourning their dead or missing
loved ones, our astute commentators talked
about the dollar, the Pope's last encycli-
cal, Vietnam, the appointment of new
judges, the classical poets, and a thou-
sand stupid things.

History will judge those responsi-
ble for the massacre of Ciudad Tlatelolco.
Those who have converted arrogance and
force into official norms in government
will not escape its Jjudgment. But the mer-
cenary press, which in exchange for a few
monetary gains, turned its back on the
people, will not escape the judgment of
history either. And I do not mean the
lackeys who perform the job of venal
journalists. They are already judged and
condemned. I mean those who entitled them-
selves captains of the press, those who.
think they can boast of the title of pro-
fessional writer, who are dishomored by
their involvement in the conspiracy of
silence around this crime against their
country.

The profession's greatest teacher
said: "A journalist is not one who works
on a newspaper or owns one. A journalist
is one who seeks the truth and publishes
it, even at the cost of his honor, his
fortune, or his life."

£ I

With this objective report of what
happened on Wednesday, October 2, 1968, in
Ciudad Tlatelolco, Por Qué?, with all due
modesty, feels that it is fulfilling a
task which should be that of all those in
Mexico who call themselves Jjournalists.
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A SECRET UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW?

[The following letter to the edi-
tor appeared in the October 9 issue of
the London Times under the title, "BALKAN
DANGERS." The signers are prominent mem-
gerslof the Intermational War Crimes Tri-

unal .

[On one point we would express a
difference. The statement speaks of the
"identity of interests between the rulers
of United States capitalism and the bu-
reaucracy of the Soviet Union." In our
opinion, if the relationship is probed to
the bottom it will be discovered that
while the rulers of U.S. capitalism and
the bureaucracy of the Soviet Union do
have a common interest in maintaining the
status quo ageainst the advance of the
world socialist revolution, the "identity"
of interests ends there.

[American imperialism is driven by
its economic interests to expand at the
expense of all other systems, including
weaker sectors of its own system. The So-
viet economic system, qualitatively dif-
ferent from capitalism, is under no such
compulsion. Thus its posture at bottom is
defensive as against the aggressive char-
acter of U.S. capitalism.

[Whatever deals may be made with
the imperialists, the Soviet bureaucracy
is capable -~ if it feels that the fate
of the economic gystem in which it is
rooted has been placed at stake —- of
shifting abruptly and opposing imperial-
ism. This is one of the lessons that
should be drawn from the 1939-41 period.

[When Stalin made a pact with Hit~
ler, this was taken by many people as evi-
dence that the interests of the rulers of
German imperialism and the Soviet bureau-
cracy were identical. However, the seem-
ing identity turned out to be a surface
phenomenon.

[The bureaucracy relied on diplo-
macy and unwarranted concessions of vari~
ous kinds to ward off the threat of Ger-
man invasion. Such means only encouraged
Hitler and helped him in his preparations
for the next stage. In the resulting show-
down, the bureaucracy put up a desperate
resistance which finally enabled the So-
viet Union to survive and drive out the
invading imperialist armies. The bureau-
cracy's way of defending the country was,
of course, extraordinarily costly to the
Soviet people and to the peoples of the
entire world.

[The current leaders of the USSR,
Stalin's heirs, are continuing the policy
of "peaceful coexistence" with world im-
perialism which proved so disastrous in
relation to Germany. They seek to meet
the threat posed by Washington's war prep-

arations with means similar to those used
at the time of the pact with Hitler.

[The deep-lying contradiction be-
tween the Soviet system and world cspital-
ism should be borne in mind, however. It
explains much in the attitudes and actions
of the Soviet bureaucracy that otherwise
defy rational explanation.]

* kK

Sir. —- We write to call attention
to a series of recent events which have
not been grasped sufficiently in the
world.

The Albanian Government withdrew
from the Warsaw Pact on September 13 and
on September 21 dispatched a formal Note
to the Bulgarian Government protesting
the sudden and large concentration there
of Soviet troops. These troops threaten
the territorial integrity and indepen-
dence of Albania, it was stated.

This formal step of a sovereign
state is particularly significant, as
Soviet troops can reach Albania only
through Yugoslavia. Simultaneously, Prime
Minister Zhivkov's visit to Moscow and
the hurried visit to Sofia of the Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Warsaw Pact, Marshal
Jabukovsky, have been followed up by an
official statement of the Soviet Union
and of Bulgaria revealing plans "for mea-
sures to safeguard socialism in this part
of the world".

Ever sincz the invasion of Czecho-
slovakia, a new series of attacks on the
independence of Yugoslavia, combined with
territorial claims, have appeared in the
Bulgarian press. The statement: "the turn
of other countries will come", has been
given prominent mention and the occupa~
tion of Macedonia is not inconceivable.

The Bulgarian Deputy Minister of
Defence, General Slavéo Trnski, stated in
an article in the Otelestveni Front on
September 24: "Our army is small in num-
bers, but this did not prevent us from
being a faithful ally of the Soviet army.
Hand in hand with them we are now in the
Czechoslovakian Socialist Republic to put
out the fire caused by the counter-revolu-
tion. Tomorrow, we shall be directed again
to other places where it will be necessary
to put down the counter-revolution".

We cannot at this point state whe-
ther these threats will materialize, but
the signs are ominous. Equally, informa-
tion from other parts of the world dis-
turbs us and corroborates American re-
ports from leading newspapers. They speak
blatantly of the extension of spheres of
influence agreements between the rulers
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of the two super-powers.

We have reason to believe, on the
basis of prima facie evidence, that the
United States and the Soviet Union are
enacting an understanding which involves
the reciprocal support for the crimes of
each in its agreed "sphere of influence."
This is at the expense of the indepen-
dence and self-determination of other na-
tions, from Europe to Vietnam. The secret
diplomacy of the rulers of the United
States and of the Soviet Union threatens
the liberty and sovereignty of men every-
where. It is essential that this identity
of interests between the rulers of United
States capitalism and the bureaucracy of
the Soviet Union should be fully under-
stood and opposed in the service of truth.

As four men who are devoted to so-
cialism and who have publicly denounced
and fought the crimes of United States
imperialism ia Vietnam, we call upon so-
cialists and communists to repudiate the
threat to socialism posed by the Bismarck-

ian acts of the Soviet leadership. Its
secret dealings are with those who commit
genocide in Vietnam and elsewhere. We do
not forget that it was the Soviet Union
under Lenin which repudiated the secret
diplomacy of spheres of influence in 1917,
and which insisted upon the right to self-
determination of all peoples, including
their own.

The Soviet leaders, by their acts
and their policy, repudiate the ideas of
Lenin, of socialist intermationalism and,
thereby, sustain imperialism itself.

Yours faithfully,

BERTRAND RUSSELL
JEAN-PAUL SARTRE
VLADIMIR DEDIJER
LAURENT SCHWARTZ

2 Shavers Place, Haymarket
Oct. 7.

IN MEMORY OF THE 7,000 WORKERS AND STUDENTS OF KRAGUJEVAC

[Bertrand Russell made the follow-
ing statement in commemoration of the
7,000 workers and students of Kragujevac,
Yugoslavia, who were murdered under the
Nazi occupation on October 21, 1941.]

* k%

The occupation of Europe and, par-
ticularly, the Balkan countries by Nazism
provided the occasion for one of the most
stirring demonstrations of human courage
in European history. The will of large
numbers of people in Europe to resist at
any cost the brutality of Nazi rule was
nowhere more boldly carried out than in
Yugoslavia. The partisan resistance in
Yugoslavia was a symbol to anti-fascists
everywhere. In the leadership of this
anti-fascist struggle were people who had
in their minds a vision of a just society
which would end exploitation and privi-
leged rule, of which Nazism was the most
barbaric expression. The use of brutal
force to suppress the right of self-
determination is a central feature of
fascist rule. It reveals inability to pre-
serve power except by imposing authority
through cruel killing and elaborate vio-
lence. It is precisely because capitalism
must force people to be colonial subjects,
or to exploit their labour, that men who
resist Nazism embrace socialism and its
vigion of liberty and equality. Liberty
and equality are inconceivable without
control by the people who have been op-
pressed by the older order. Control must
not be a formal abstraction. This is why
gocialism is impossible to imagine with-
out total democratic control guaranteed

by councils of workers, peasants and stu-
dents. Unless the workers control the fac-
tories, the students the universities,

and the peasants the countryside, and un-
less all three groups determine social de-
cisions through councils which they can
remove at will, socialism will be dis-
graced and damaged. Socialism without de-
mocracy leads to rapacious and arbitrary
rule by cynical and privileged bureau-
crats.

This is why workers' control and
workers' councils are the essence of so-
cialist freedom and without this freedom
sociaglism will become an empty promise,
concealing the power and privilege of
cynical and cruel men. Yugoslavia has had
to struggle against the false soclalists
who despise democracy and self-determina-
tion, Jjust as she had to struggle against
the Nazi occupation. This struggle is
heroic in equal measure. It is revealing
that it was necessary to wage it against
both the Soviet bureaucratic leadership
and the German fascists. It is not cor-
rect to equate the German fascists and
the Soviet bureaucratic leadership. How-
ever, each group imposed arbitrary rule
at the expense of democratic liberty.

The 7,000 workers and students mur-
dered in cold blood by Nazi troops 27
years ago died before machine guns, cry-
ing out slogans of freedom and urging peo-
ple to fight on to the end. With what vi-
sion did they die? They could not have
died so heroically and even happily, if
they did not believe that their struggle
was for the liberation of men and for a
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social system which would make that liber-
ation a part of the experience of people
permanently and a basic characteristic of
the new society. Unarmed people cried out
for freedom before machine guns. Such re-
sistance has been seen wherever hunger
for freedom has inspired men to great
courage. It has been seen in the extra-
ordinary struggles of the peoples of Viet-
nam. It has been seen in Algeria. It is
seen today in Czechoslovakia and in Mexi-~
co. When thousands and even millions of
people become conscious of the possibil-
ity of a new society without either ex-
ploitation and privilege or arbitrary
rule, a material power will be generated
by this consclousness which no brutal
force can crush. No matter how fanatically
the brutal men of Washington who control
the labour and resources of hungry people
throughout the world try to impose their
rule by mass rurder, they will continue

to meet the resistance of millions until
their arbitrary rule is crushed.

No matter how hard the brutal rul-
ers of the Soviet Union try to protect
their privilege by meeting demands for
democracy with force and bloodshed, they
will continue to encounter the resistance
of workers and students. These self-
appointed leaders will be thrown, in time,
from their usurped positions and their be-

trayal of socialism will be ended the way
the partisans of Yugoslavia ended Nazi oc-
cupation. They are not leaders of social-
ism, they are besmirchers of it. They are
not men of liberation, they are betrayers

‘of it. They are not opponents of imperial-

ism, they are collaborators with it and
they are not entitled to speak of social-
ism; they must be removed in the name of
socialism. This struggle for workers' con-
trol, for sociglism with freedom, for
self-determination, for the liberation of
oppressed people, for the smashing of bu-
reaucratic privilege and hypocrisy will
indisputably win the hearts of millions
of human beings throughout the world. No
one who remembers the dignity of the
workers and students of Kragujevac should
doubt this. It is idle to honour the
nartyrs of Kragujevac unless we make the
cause for which they died a living strug-
gle today against the heirs of Nazi bru-
tality: in Vietnam and in Czechoslovakia.
The people of Yugoslavia will face again
such tests but they will not face them
alone. This I profoundly believe to be the
historic meaning of the sacrifice of 77,000
Yugoslav citizens on October 21, 1941.

T greet you in the conviction that
that struggle was part of a process of
liberation for mankind which has only seen
its earliest beginning.

MOSCOW REPLIES TO RUSSELL, SARTRE, SCHWARTZ, AND DEDIJER

[The following item by I. Petrov
appeared in the October 16 issue of the
Moscow weekly Literaturnaya Gazeta under
the title, "Who Benefits?" It is in re-~
ply to a letter to the editor of the Lon-
don Times, reprinted in full in this is-
sue of Intercontinental Press. (See

p. 93%2.)

[The translation of Petrov's arti-
cle is by Intercontinental Press.]

[ I .

Last week the London Times pub-
lished a letter signed by Bertrand Rus-
sell, Jean-Paul Sartre, Vladimir Dedijer,
and Laurent Schwartz.

Let us take note that the Times is
by no means inclined to publish every-
thing that comes in the "mail." And this
letter was unquestionably published be-
cause it corresponded with the aims of
the people who set the political line for
this English bourgecis Jjournal. And this
line is violently anti-Soviet.

The authors of this letter fell
for the provocative bait put out by Ti-
rana. Their letter rehashes the rumors,
officially denied, about a concentration
of Soviet troops in Bulgaria and adds a

snide insinuation about "a threat" to
Yugoslavia.

This alone would already be more
than enough to win the approval of the
editors of the Times. But the authors of
the letter go further. Citing umspecified
"reports in leading American newspapers,"
they write about a division into "spheres
of influence," about "cooperation" and
"secret deals" between the Soviet Union
and...American imperialism. Outrageous,
but not unfamiliar, expressions. Not one
fact, not one proof, because the facts to
back up these slanderous accusations
against the Soviet Union simply do not
exist in the real world. And the same
words...the very words, as if translated
from the language of the Peking leaders
who have been screaming for a long time
about an "outright conspiracy" between
the Soviet Union and the United States
of America (!).

Following right behind the Hsinhua

News Agency, right behind Chou En-lai,
who has delivered tirades of this sort
more than once in recent weeks, Russell,
Sartre, and the others are in fact call-
ing for a build up of a united front of
anti-Communist forces against the Soviet
Union.
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the others drew our attention not only be

cause to a certain extent it exceeds even

the limits of the present exercises in
slander in the Western press but also be-
cause we see under it the signatures of
men who enjoy worldwide prominence. I re-
fer to Sartre and Russell, who, in their
assessment of the events taking place in
the world, have succumbed to the torrent
of slanders and inventions poured out by
the anti-Soviet propaganda machine.

Of course, even before this,Jean-
Paul Sartre has startled us more than
once by his astonishing inconsistency,
by his changing and often contradictory
sympathies and views. But taking up the
propaganda refrains of the Chinese ex-
tremists, whose maliciousness is rivaled
only by their senselessness —-- that, we
confess, we had not expected from Jean-

From Czechoslovakia
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letter of Russell, Sartre, and
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Paul Sartre.

As for Bertrand Russell, he unfor-
tunately has been signing various "open
letters" with a light-mindedness more be-
fitting a movie star handing out auto-
graphs than a scholar. One might legiti-
mately ask whether the venerable philoso-
pher reads what he signs.

The letter in the Times is some-
what less transparent because it puts up
a camouflage of pledges of devotion to
the ideas of socialism. But in order not
to fall into slander, would it have been
too much for the writers, before they pub-
lished their letter, to have considered
Qui Prodest? Who benefits? Who benefits
from this statement? Whose anti-Soviet
bias fully corresponds to the provocative
positions of the Maoist group in China
and the interests of the imperialist
states headed by the USA?

LISTY EDITORIAL

[The following editorial by Milan
Kundera, entitled "The Great and The
Small," was printed on the front page of

Literarni Listy August 1. Prominently fea-~

tured in the leading Czech weekly, it rep
resented a courageous defiance of the
Kremlin bureaucrats. At the time it star-
tled even experienced foreign observers.
(See Intercontinental Press, October 21,

p. 897.)

[The translation is by Interconti-
nental Press.]

* kK

On the first afternoon of the
Fourth Writers Congress, Pavel Kohout be-
gan to read the letter by Solzhenitsyn
in which this great heir of Tolstoy de-
scribes the tragic fate of Soviet litera-
ture under Stalinism and neo-Stalinism.
At that moment JiYi Hendrych,* who was
sitting up front on the podium, turned
purple, put on his jacket over his white
shirt, decorated with suspenders, and
stumbled toward the back of the podium
where Prochizka, Lustig, and I were sit-
ting. And saying these words which still
stand out in my memory, "You have all be-
trayed, you have all betrayed," he left
the meeting. |

Qur ideological elders had already

gotten used to tolerating a little un-
orthodoxy from us, had learned to close
their ears a bit when in the interests of

their own peace of mind they did not want
to hear something. But here a power was
mentioned of which they stood in terror,
whose ears they could not stop up as they
did their own. Thus, the first collision,
one that shook the writers congress from
its opening and then set off a chain of
further conflicts, was a collision against
the Soviet barrier.

At that time reading Solzhenitsyn's
letter in front of five hundred people in
a closed hall (really just reporting on a
document we were incapable of suppressing)
was condemned as inadmissible interference
in the affairs of the Soviet Union.

A year later millions of people
throughout the entire world could read an

official document in which the Soviet lead-

ers and their faithful followers gave our
state leadership precise instructions as
to what they must do and how they must
govern.

A comparison of these two situa-
tions testifies eloquently to the kind of

equality that lies behind the words "friend- -

ship," "affection," "brotherhood," and
"eternal" loyalty. Because of this, the
use of the lofty old expression "among
equals" bothers me. Our relationship to
the Soviet Union has never been like that.
It is not so even today when our govern-
ment has struck out on its own path with
admirable courage.

In fact, Just try to imagine the

* A major figure in the Stalinist Novotny

leadership.

reverse of the present situation. Let us
imagine the unimaginable case of our gov-
ernment sending Moscow a note protesting
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Soviet legal procedures, the harsh prose-
cutions of students and intellectuals,
the sterility of Soviet Marxism, or the
threat of neo--Stalinism. Let us try to
imagine our government arguing (as Moscow
argues against us) that these are by no
means purely Soviet affairs but that they
brought discredit on the entire interna-
tional Communist movement and that in its
own vital interests it insisted that these
conditions be remedied.

Can it be imagined that the Soviet
leaders would react to such a note as we
have? That they would explain and defend
their policy at length? That they would
even admit failure in this or that re-
spect? That they would invite our dis-
trict council members, farmers, and tour-
ists to come snd see with their own eyes
what kind of democracy they have in the So-
viet Union? That they would assure us in
every sentence of their unfailing affec-
tion? That they would invite us to discuss
all these questions and be delighted to be
allowed to meet with us on their own ter-
ritory and not on ours?

This may seem an absurd picture.
But that just shows that not only has our
relationship never been one of equality
but we cannot even imagine such a rela-
tionship. Only outrageous inequality can
arouse us. Decorously concealed inequality
has gotten into our marrow and seems usual
and normal.

By this example I have no intention
whatever of blaming our political leaders
for their patient attitude in the face of
threats, or their calm tone and energetic
search for an understanding. In today's
conditions their inexhaustible forebear-
ance is a wearon which exposes the aggres-
sive, arrogant, and uncompromising atti-
tude on the other side. But while this
reasonableness is an effective and appro-
priate weapon, it is not a weapon used
against an equal, but one used by the
small against the great, of the victim
against the attacker.

What an enormous effort our small
state, surrounded by the affectionate eyes
of our allies' cannon, would have to make
to achieve full equality! The habits of
twenty years cn both sides cannot be ef-
faced in a day. It is not possible either
to change our national character, which
in recent centuries unfortunately has rath-
er lost its acute sense of independence
and freedom. And our national character,
besides its magnificent traditions of free
thought, has its dreary Austrian tradi-
tions of obedience and accommodation also.

Nevertheless, national character
is formed and transformed in the tempests
of history, and this difficult and dramat-
ic year will cnce again answer the ques-

LITERARNT LISTY published the above car-
toon by Haddk in its issue of August 1.
Aimed at Ulbricht of the German Democrat-
ic Republic, it proved to be prophetic.
It bore the caption: "Liberté, Egalité,
Freundschaft!"

tion of who we are, what we are, and what
fate we deserve. Our peoples are faced
with a constant possibility that their
lives will become mere existence, that
they will have to endure a harsh, alien and
constrained fate, that from a free an
cherished ally of a great power they will
become a mere thing in its hands, that
they will be condemned to a position of
insignificance and servility in the world
and sooner or later perish.

For a small nation the question of
its existence or nonexistence is always
open. Its sovereignty is constantly to be
won, a constant striving and struggle.
Only a people which passionately wants to
be itself, to live in its own way, only
a heroic people for whom conly its own way
of life is truly life, deserves to live
and be, and only such a nation will sur-
vive.
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THE COUP IN PANAMA —- A SPLIT IN THE QLIGARCHY?

More than a week after the Octo-
ber 12 coup in Panama,the military junta
that overthrew President Arnulfo Arias is
still jittery. Colonel José M. Pinilla
and Colonel Bolivar Urrutia are maintain-
ing a 9 p.m. curfew in Panama City. Na-
tional guard patrols operate numerous
checkpoints where civilian cars are
stopped and searched for weapons. One
guardsman was killed by machine-gun fire
from a passing car October 13 and another
was killed by a sniper.

There is widespread anger at the
military coup staged by the national
guard colonels. But there is no indica-
tion that Arias, a millionaire coffee
grower, will succeed in rallying enough
support to regain office. On fundamental
issues such as continued U.S. control of
the Panama Canal and occupation of the
Canal Zone, Arias and the colonels who
ousted him are in agreement. They differ
only on how to Justify to the Panamanian
masses the continued exploitation of the
country by American imperialism.

The influential U.S. business dai-
ly, the Wall Street Journal, which is in
position to know, ascribed the coup to a
split in the oligarchy. An article by
James C. Tanner in the October 18 issue
said: "Just as this S-shaped land is
split physically by the 10-mile-wide, 50-
mile-long Panama Canal Zone, its oligar-
chy -- the dozen wealthy families who tra-
ditionally are the 'king makers' of Pana-
manian politics -- is bitterly divided."

The Wall Street Journal explained
to its select readership why they should
consider it their business to be con-
cerned about what happens in the internal
politics of Panama:

"Uncle Sam has more at stake in
Panama than the canal connecting the At-
lantic and Pacific Oceans. It has key mil-
itary bases there and has pumped $65 mil-
lion in the past four years into the Pan-
amanian economy (not counting the $1.9

million annual royalty pald Panama -- and
other economic benefits estimated at $150
million a year -- for Canal Zone pur-

chases and salaries).

"Panama also, till recently at
least, was a model of how the Alliance
for Progress can work. Dr. Arias' prede-
cessor, Marco A. Robles, successfully pro-
mulgated tax reforms that are a key part
of the Alliance for Progress objectives
«+..What's more, Panama is a sort of 'pic-
ture window' of U.S.-Latin relations...."

Washington has demonstrated in
this "model" how the Alliance for Prog-
ress can work, and just what kind of re-
lations U.S. imperialism is interested in

with Latin-American nations. The U.S.
State Department has intervened openly or
covertly in Panamanian politics many

times to make or break politicians and
presidents. Central to the imperialist in-
tervention has been the desire to maintain
unquestioned control over the canal. This
has been a key issue in Panamanian poli-
tics since the country was wrenched away
from Colombia in a phony revolution backed
up by American marines in 1903. The Wall
Street Journal testified:

"It's easy to convince Panamanians
that the U.S5. is robbing them. The con-
trast is there for all to see between the
hygienic splendor of the U.S.-controlled
Canal Zone and the squalid rickety slum
dwellings along the narrow, dirty streets
on its borders. And Panamanians are well
aware, too, of the high revenue of the
canal: 14,000 ships pass through it each
year. 1

In 1964 twenty-one Panamanians
were brutally killed by U.S. troops dur-
ing demonstrations against continued Amer-
ican rule over the Canal Zone. At that
time President Johnson negotiated a ser-
lies of secret treaties with President Ro-
bles. While never ratified, the treaties
were published in both countries. The
first provided for a formal U.S. admis-
sion that it had no "perpetual" claim to
the Canal Zone. The second, however, as
the Wall Street Journal put it, "dealt re-
alistically with the need for U.S. forces
to remain in Panama to protect the water-
way." This produced a storm of protest.

‘The resulting exposure of Robles
as a compliant front man for Johnson
turned even the oligarchy against him.
"It's no secret,”" the Wall Street Journal
sald, "that several of Panama's wealthier
families pitched in with Dr. Arias to en-
gineer the impeachment, later overruled
by the supreme court, of Mr. Robles."
(Robles was impeached by supporters of
Arias' Panamenista party in the national
assembly in April. Although the impeach-
ment was reversed in the courts, Robles
did not run in the presidential election
May 12. Arias easily defeated the nonenti-
ty backed by the former regime and was in-
augurated October 1, twelve days before
being overthrown.)

From Washington's standpoint Arias
was attractive as a presidential candidate.
His reputation of being rather "anti-
American" facilitated his task of watch-
ing over Wall Street's interests.

President twice before, Arias was
deposed both times. His "anti-Americanism"
dates from his 1941 impeachment for reput-
ed pro-Nazi sympathies. The Wall Street
Journal added, "...the U.S. was believed
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to have been a factor in his ouster."

Washington was prepared for a rec-
onciliation with its former opponent when
he appeared to be useful. "It's believed

in Panama," the Wall Street Journal said,

"that Dr. Arias drew discreet U.S. back-
ing in this year's elections."

Arias was the first choice of the
imperialists, but when his rivals in the
oligarchy succeeded in dumping him, the
State Department quickly switched sides.
Arias is now in exile in the Canal Zone.
His hosts have warned him against appeal-
ing to the Panamanian people against the
military dictatorship on "humanitarian"

grounds. The October 19 New York Times de-
scribed U.S. officials as "eager" to see
the former president go somewhere else.

As for the junta, it has other prob-
lems. The government has a larger than
usual budgetary deficit. Tax collections
are expected to substantially decrease in
the immediate future owing to a business
decline in the last quarter. In a bid to
keep the working class out of action, the
colonels declared a freeze on low rents
and prices of necessities. But fundamental-
ly they are relying on repression. This is
shown by their curfew, military check-
points, and press, radio and television
censorship.

REBELLION AMONG GERMAN CP YOUTH OVER INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKTA

Among the disputes now seething in
the Communist movement over the Kremlin's
invasion of Czechoslovakia, one of the
sharpest is in the West German CP. Noted
for its subservience to Moscow, the lead-
ership supported the occupation.

But in the party's youth organiza-
tion, a different attitude prevails. The
junior bureaucrats of the SDAJ [Sozialist-
ische Deutsche Arbeiterjugend -- Socialist
German Worker Youth], ran into difficulty
in trying to impose this line on the rank
and file.

In the Mannheim local of the SDAJ,
anti-Stalinist members ousted their pro-
Moscow leadership and denounced the Krem-
lin intervention in a press release Au-
gust 27. "The USSR's military intervention
in Czechoslovakia was a confession of po-
litical weakness. The bureaucrats of the
sclerotic socialism of the Soviet Union
find themselves unable to recognize his-
torical forces, to say nothing of giving
them concrete political expression. Here-
after the party apparatus will define so-
cialism and the apparatus has no inten-
tion of achieving socialism by involving
the working class in politics."

In a further press release on Au-
gust 28, the new leaders described the
fight over the invasion issue:

"The Mannheim SDAJ discussed this
problem [Czechoslovakial at a special mem~
bership meeting. We must note that the ma-
jority of the leadership and a minority
of the membership tried to Jjustify the in-
tervention with threadbare and contradic-
tory arguments. Thus they stood in opposi-
tion to the majority of the members. When
the attached resolution was submitted to
a vote, the spokesmen favoring the inter-
vention left the hall. The resolution was
accepted."

The worsted young bureaucrats, how-

ever, appealed to their elders to save the
situation for them. At the next membership
meeting on September 2, the anti-Stalinist
majority found themselves physically
barred from their hall by aged Stalinist
stalwarts equipped with hastily issued
SDAJ membership cards.

After dragging out opponents who
succeeded in getting into the meeting,
the pro-Moscow "youth" proceeded to ex-
pel twelve members of the anti-Stalinist
fraction.

The legal leadership explained what
had happened in a press release on the same
day: "Since most of the SDAJ members could
not get into the hall, there were twice
as many adults there as youth...The re-
jection of open as well as rational dis-
cussion reached the point of physical
violence. Critical SDAJ members who suc-
ceeded in getting into the hall were
driven out. The CP'ers did not shrink
from calling in the police against the
locked out SDAJ members...

"Thus they showed that when they
cannot impose their position with argu-
ments, they will seek to do so not only
by maneuvers but by physical force.

"The overwhelming majority of the
SDAJ members stand by their legally
elected leaders.”

The expulsions decreed by the rump
meeting in Mannheim were upheld by the na-
tional leadership of the SDAJ.

But the Mannheim group is carrying
its fight further, calling for a special
congress of the SDAJ. It has established
ties with strong anti-Stalinist groupings
in most of the other SDAJ locals and is
publishing a monthly opposition bulletin,
Rote]SDAJ Opposition [The SDAJ Red Opposi-
tionl].
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ARE GREEK TROOPS GOING TO VIETNAM?

Greece's dictator George Papadopou-
los is planning to send troops to Vietnam,
according to the October 10 Le Monde. The
Paris daily attributed the report to
Athénes-Presse libre, a weekly informa-
tion bulletin also published in Paris.

The general staff of the Greek ar-
my is said to have decided February 8 to
prepare a special brigade [about 1,500
men] to join U.S. forces in their war
against the people of Vietnam.

Athénes-Presse libre reported that
commanders of major units of the Greek ar-
my received orders February 12 to proceed
secretly in the selection of commissioned
and noncommissioned officers and soldiers
for the special brigade.

Le Monde said that "at present no
information has been received from offi-
cial or semi-official sources to confirm
the departure of this special Greek unit
for Southeast Asia.”

Athénes-Presse libre said no ex-
planation for the decision had been given
by Greek commanders except "the obliga-~
tions flowing from alliances."

One explanation may be that Wash-
ington is interested in drawing on the ex-
pertise of the Greek generals in carrying
out elections for the benefit of the U.S.
command in Vietnam, which faces similar
problems. A well-placed hint from Johnson
that American military aid to the Athens
dictatorship depended on reciprocity in
Southeast Asia might be expected to have
achieved some response.

The advantages from Washington's
standpoint would be considerable. Up-to
now not a single European government has
dared to publicly commit troops to aid
the U.S. war in Vietnam. Furthermore the
Greek generals' skill in producing a
91 percent "yes" vote for their proposed
constitution September 29 must have been
greatly envied by the Thieu regime in
Saigon, which made a rather embarrassing
showing last year.

How Papadopoulos achieved his re-
sults is quite illuminating. The 91 per-
cent figure is of those voting. Nearly
2% percent of the electorate defied com-

. 'Yes!

pulsory voting laws and demonstratively

abstained. Of those voting, "no" votes in
the Athens-Peiraeus area were 22.7 percent
despite intimidation by polling officials.

What swung the "election" was the
overwhelming "yes" vote in the countryside
—— only 3.6 percent voted "no."

A report in the October 2 London
Guardian describes what took place in the
rural areas:

"The official voting procedure was
as follows: after presenting his identity
card and voting book to the returning of-
ficer the voter was given an envelope and
and 'No' ballot sheets. He then went
behind a screen and put one of the sheets
into the envelope, came out from behind
the screen, and dropped his envelope into
the ballot box....

"Things were quite different in
the village where I spent last Sunday.
Bludgeoned by 18 months of pro-regime pro-
paganda and terrified of possible conse-
quences if they voted 'No,' most of the
villagers entered the polling station,
picked up a 'Yes' ballot sheet and, with-
out bothering to go behind the screen,
put it into the envelope and dropped it
into the ballot box. Just in case anybody
was fool enough to pick up a 'No' ballot
sheet or, worse, to go behind the screen,
there were a couple of selected villagers
ready to record their names for the bene-
fit of the local police chief.

"In a nearby village the recording
officer presented each voter with an en-~
velope and a 'Yes' paper. Anyone perverse
enough to want to vote 'No' had to go to
another part of the room to get the appro-
priate black lettered ballot sheet.

"The irregularities in the part of
the country I was in were comparatively
mild. In two western Greek villages Right-
wing extremists got into the polling sta-
tions and burnt all the 'No' ballot pa-
vers. In several villages there was no
screen in the voting place so that not
even a fiction of secrecy was maintained.”

No doubt the U.S. high command and
the Greek generals will work together well
in bringing "democracy" to Vietnam.

CIRO TRUJILLO CASTANO REPORTED KILLED IN COLOMBIA

The Colombia army claimed on Octo-
ber 7 that it had killed Ciro Trujillo
Castafio, an important guerrilla leader,
during a skirmish in Aquitania. "Captain
Ciro" began his career as a guerrilla

fighter in 1962 under the famous "Tiro Fi-
jo" {Sure-shot] Manuel Marulanda. He car-

ried out many successful raids on military
patrols as well as kidnappings of rich land-
owners to finance the guerrillas.
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SOME ADVICE TO TARIQ ALI

By Joseph Hansen

The Vietnam Solidarity Campaign,
the organization to be credited for tak-
ing the initiative in projecting and pre-
paring the October 27 antiwar demonstra-
tion in London, has been singled out for
singularly vicious red-baiting in the cap-
italist press. The police, Scotland Yard,
and ultrarightist provocateurs have col-
laborated in this, seeking to provide
"evidence" for the charge that the VSC is
seeking to precipitate "violence."

Thus Scotland Yard raided the head-
quarters of the Black Dwarf, the newspa-
per edited by Tariq Ali, one of the main
figures in the Vietnam Solidarity Cam-
paign. After ransacking the place, they
found a diagram and instructions crudely
scribbled in crayon on a wall telling how
to make a Molotov cocktail. This was giv-
en sensational treatment in the press.

The most recent sensations consist
of an anonymous leaflet giving "instruc-
tions" on carrying out violent actions on
October 27, and anonymous "information"
that the fire in the Imperial War Museum
was deliberately set to provide advance
"publicity" for the October 27 march.

The purpose of this red-baiting is
all too clear. Besides trying to frighten
people into staying away, the guardians
of "law and order" are seeking to provide
a pretext for either banning the demon-
stration or for using police violence
against it.

This 1s not all that the Vietnam
Solidarity Campaign has had to contend
with in its efforts to bring together the
maximum forces in a demonstration of soli-~-
darity with the Vietnamese people and op-
position to Harold Wilson's policy of aid-
ing and abetting the U.S. imperialist ag-
gression in Vietnam.

A group in the ultraleft fringe --
the Sociglist Labour League -~ has been
conducting its own campaign against the
October 27 march, against the Vietnam Sol-
idarity Campaign, and specifically against
Tariq Ali.

No attention need be paid this pop-
gun echo to the heavy artillery of the
capitalist press were it not for the fact
that in relation to their opponents in
the labor movement, the leaders of the So-
cialist Labour League do not always con-
fine themselves to purely verbalistic ex-
cesses. Those who know the SLL well, took
particular ncte of the following sentence
in an article by Cliff Slaughter, an au-
thoritative voice of the central leader
Gerry Healy, in the August 31 Newsletter:

"It's time Tariq Ali was told t6
shut his mouth."

This was not merely a display of
ugly subjectivism. In the same paragraph
Slaughter said of Ali: "He is deliberate-
ly used by the capitalist press to build
up in the working class a picture of what
is supposed to exist anywhere to the left
of the Communist Party." In other words,
Slaughter charges Ali with being utilized
by the capitalist press.

Slaughter continues in the next
paragraph:

"Political playboys are an expen-
give Jjoke so far as the real Marxist move-
ment is concerned. At critical times like
the invasion of Czechoslovakia they become
the spearhead of all the middle-class
'democratic’ rubbish around the left,
which is never so umited as in their op-
position to the Soviet Union and to Trot-
skyism." By "Trotskyism," Slaughter means
the sectarian views of Healy.

A "political playboy," an "expen-
sive Jjoke," a "spearhead" of middle-class
democratic rubbish, a convenience for the
capitalist press -- in Healy's school no
alternative exists. It's time -- high
time -- Tariq Ali was told to "shut his
mouth." But who is to tell him? And by
what means is he to be made to shut his
mouth?

A precedent exists by which to
judge what Slaughter has in mind.

In June, 1966, the Socialist Work-
ers party published a pamphlet in New
York, Healy "Reconstructs" the Fourth In-
ternational. This consisted principally
of letters written by Healy and some of
his followers providing irrefutable evi-
dence of the kind of regime that exists
in the SLL and the Stalinist methods
employed by its leaders.

The pamphlet, sold by adherents of
the United Secretariat of the Fourth In-
ternational in Britain, enjoyed lively
sales.

The Central Committee of the SLL
responded by issuing an officisl state-
ment, printed in the August 20, 1966,
Newsletter, denouncing the pamphlet.

Among other things, the committee
said that the Socialist Workers party had
"capitulated to imperialism," had "sold
out the anti-war movement," and had come
to play the role of "finger-men for the
State Department." The pamphlet was a
"provocation" that "constitutes a com-
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plete and irreversible departure even
from revisionism."

The statement carried the follow-
ing threat: "We shall not hesitate to
deal appropriately with the handful of
United Secretariat agents who hawk it
around the cynical fake-left in England."

Healy himself further motivated
this in an article published in the Novem-
ber 5, 1966, Newsletter. The United Secre-
tariat of the Fourth International, he
said, "now emerges as the 'left cover'
for bureaucracy and imperialism." The So-
cialist Workers party, he declared, '"is
initiating a sly stage-by-stage orienta-
tion towards the Democratic Party it-
self." Accusing the Socialist Workers par-
ty of adapting to Stalinism, he issued a
declaration of war: "Any revisionist ten-
dencies which in one form or another adapt
themselves politically to the Stalinists
are, in our opinion, mortal enemies.”

A case of apoplexy? It soon turned
out that more was involved.

On November 17, not two weeks af-
ter Healy's article was printed, Ernest
Tate, today a prominent figure in the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign together
with Tariq Ali, was selling the famous
pamphlet on the sidewalk in front of Cax-
ton Hall where the Socialist Labour League
had scheduled a public meeting. He was
subjected to some heckling by members of
the SLL but he paid no attention to them.

Suddenly Gerry Healy appeared at
the door. As if they had been given a sig-
nal, six or seven members of the SLL at-
tacked Tate in gang fashion.

"My literature was knocked from my
hands," Tate testified. "I was punched
and thrown to the ground, my glasses were
smashed, and as I lay on the ground I was
kicked repeatedly in the groin and stom-
ach."

The victim of the SLL punch-up
boys had to be hospitalized.

The sequel was, if possible, even
more scandalous than this reversion to
the methods used by the Stalinists in
Britain in the early thirties.

Healy was named specifically by
Ernest Tate in an open letter to the radi-
cal press describing what had happened.
Healy's response to this was to resort at
once to the bourgeois courts. He sought
to do still further damage to the victim
of a beating ati the hands of members of
the SLL by making him the target of a 1li-
bel suit based on a technicality (the dif-
ficulty of proving to the satisfaction of
a bourgeois court that Healy's signal was
actually intended to start a punch-up).
Healy indicated that he was exploring

utilizing the courts of the class enemy
to bar further sales of the pamphlet.

The Socialist Leader and Peace
News, rather than fight a shyster lawsuit,
met Healy's demand for ten guineas and a
retraction for the "crime" of having pub-
lished Tate's letter. "We have been in-
formed," they said in formal statements,
"that Mr. Healy asked a steward to clear
the pavement in front of the entrance of
the Hall so that passengers alighting
from coaches would not be delayed in get-
ting to the meeting; that he did nothing
to prevent Mr. Tate or anyone else from
selling literature; and that others were
selling literature at each side of the
entrance without interference." The two
publications, in the form demanded by
bourgeois law, said they "sincerely apol-
ogise to Mr. Healy for having published
the suggestion that he employs violence
or seeks to curtail freedom of expression.

"

Ernest Tate, standing firmly on
the principles of revolutionary socialism,
countered efforts to have a capitalist
court decide on the merits of the case.
Tate sought instead to have a working-
class tribunal weigh the evidence. This,
naturally, met with no response from Hea-
ly, a firm adherent to the justice of Her
Majesty the Queen.

The tone adopted by the SLL in its
current campaign against Tariq Ali and
the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign is remi-
niscent of the tone employed against
Ernest Tate before he was beaten. Thus
Cliff Slaughter's attack did not pass
unnoticed.

The International Marxist Group,
to which both Ernest Tate and Tariq Ali
belong, issued a leaflet September 6 re-
plying to the slanders. [See Interconti-
nental Press, September 23, p. 794.] Not-
ing Slaughter's sentence, "It's time
Tariq Ali was told to shut his mouth,"
the authors of the leaflet observed that
this "leaves a very nasty taste that we
are sure most workers would not find
pleasant. In other words i1t smacks of a
Stalinist attitude towards political op-
ponents.”

This was put about as mildly as it
could be,in view of the SLL's record.

Cliff Slaughter's answer, "The
Newsletter draws blood," in the October 8
issue of the SLL's official organ, may
have been intended to allay the apprehen-
sions he had aroused. If so, he had bet-
ter try again. His tone remains the same.
Thus he tells his audience that the Inter-
national Marxist Group is "squealing" and
"we in the Socialist Labour League are go-
ing to make them squeal still more."

It is pointless to take up Slaugh-
ter's arguments, spread over an entire
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page in the second of two articles on the
subject. They are devoid of the slightest
interest, designed as they are merely to
"prove" Healy's thesis that the United
Secretariat c¢f the Fourth Intermational,
the Socialist Workers party, and their co-
thinkers internationally (all of whom he
labels as "Psbloites") have "capitulated"
to "imperialism" and the "Stalinist bu-~
reaucracy." We will follow Slaughter only
on the matter of concern -- shutting
Tariq Ali's mouth.

"But we are criticized especial-
ly," says Slsughter, "for saying (Au-
gust 31), 'It's time Tariq Ali was told
to shut his mouth'. This, says the leaf-
let, 'leaves a very nasty taste that we
are sure most workers would not find
pleasant. In other words it smacks of a
Stalinist attitude towards political op-
ponents'.

"Let us put the record straight,
and reply to this snide attack."”

Here is how Slaughter puts the
record straight:

"Everybody in the labour movement
knows that we have always fought for the
right of all tendencies to be heard. We
tell Jordan, Tate and the Pabloites of
the 'International Marxist Group'
straight that, while we will always de-
fend their right to speak against repres-
sions from the capitalist state or the
Labour Party and trade union bureaucracy,
we do not forget that they the Pabloites,
joined with the 'state capitalists' to
help Transport House to suppress 'Keep
Left' and the Young Socialists."

Everybody in the labour movement
knows! The truth is that everybody in the
labour movement kmnows Just the contrary.
For instance, the facts about the beating
of Ernest Tafie and Healy's rushing to the
capitalist courts are well known in the
British labour movement. The stifling,
undemocratic regime in the SLL, proved by
the documents in the pamphlet Healy "Re-
constructs" the Fourth International, is
just as well known to everybody in the
labour movement. Everybody in the labour
movement has likewise known for years
that the charge repeated in the last part
of Slaughter's paragraph is a slander. So
much for Slaighter's sophistry in the way
he appeals to the record. Yes, sophistry.

Our red professor, who unfortunate-
ly still exhibits traces of his years of
training in the Stalinist movement, con-
tinues:

"We say categorically, we did not
propose or encourage any suppression of
Tariq Ali or anyone else."

Does he not protest too much? The
facts in the case of Ernest Tate speak
categorically otherwise.

But what then did Slaughter intend
to propose or encourage by pointing to
Tariq Ali in the invidious way he did and
commenting, "It's time Tariq Ali was told
to shut his mouth"?

He did not indicate it then; now
he has suddenly decided what he meant:
"And we offer again [!] some advice to
those close to Tariq Ali; tell him to
shut up for a while and read and think
before he opens his mouth."

In short, Slaughter, motivated by
benevolent intentions, was only suggest-
ing to the International Marxist Group
that they would do well to imitate what
is practiced every day inside the Social-
ist Labour League. There, under a tinpot
despot, a monolithic regime dismisses de-
mocracy as so much rubbish. People are
told to shut up, or else...

Slaughter's disinterested advice
to Tariq Ali's friends hardly squares
with the Healyite thesis that these
friends are nothing but tools of "im-
perialism" and the "Stalinist bureau-
cracy" -- "mortal enemies" as Healy put
it just twelve days before Ernest Tate
was beaten by an SLL punch-up squad.
Since when has Slaughter come to the po-
sition that the SLL should offer friend-
ly advice to "mortal enemies"?

Slaughter has not changed his
views as to the nature of Tariq Ali's
friends. After his lame explanation about
what he really meant by saying, "It's
time Tariq Ali was told to shut his
mouth," he repeats: "The Pabloites are
ideological representatives of the middle
class subservient to imperialism."”

Lest anyone still mistake his real
views because of his backing water on pro-
posing or encouraging that Tariq Alil
should be induced to shut his mouth, he
reiterates: "Their role in diverting peo-
ple from the road of Marxist leadership
and revolution is their major role, and
it is for this that we do principally at-
tack them." (Emphasis in original.)

With diversionists, subservient to
imperiglism and blocking the road of Marx-
ist leadership and revolution, isn't it
permissible to put up a small smoke
screen if they happen to have been alert-
ed by something you proposed or encour-
aged a bit too obviously?

Our advice to Tariq Ali is to re-
main on guard, particularly if he happens
to be on the pavement in front of a meet-
ing of the SLL where either Healy or
Slaughter are featured as speakers.
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FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, SALUTES SOVIET DEMONSTRATORS

[The fol®owing statement was is-
sued October 13 by the United Secretariat
of the Fourth International.]

* x %

The Fourth International salutes
the Soviet citizens Pavel Litvinov, Laris-—
sa Daniel, Vliadimir Delone, Konstantin Ba-
bitsky, and Vladimir Dremlyuga. It sa-
lutes these Soviet citizens, who were
given harsh sentences of exile and prison
for their attempt to demonstrate in Red
Square on August 25 against the invasion
of Czechoslovakia by the troops of the
Soviet Union and its allies.

The Fourth International denounces
the bureaucratic court of "justice" which
compounded its subservience to the regime
by a ridiculous pretense that this case
had nothing to do with politics and that
the years of exile and prison it meted
out were for obstructing traffic in the
streets of Moscow.

The attempted demonstration of Au-
gust 25 is an important step forward in
the revival of political life in the So-
viet Union. This was not a demonstration
like previous omnes in which Soviet citi-
zens protested sanctions against writers.

It was no longer Jjust the bureaucracy's
cultural policy that was challenged. This
demonstration challenged one of the re-
gime's most important moves, a premeditat-
ed action against a popular upsurge seek-
ing to establish socialist democracy in a
workers state.

It was this bureaucratic crime that
the demonstration in Red Square stigma-
tized. This demonstration will reverberate
in the consciousness of a growing number
of Soviet citizens. And this is particu-
larly true for the young soldiers, who,
assured that they were being mobilized
against counterrevolutionaries, were sent
to suppress a people on the march toward
socialist democracy.

While the "judges" in Moscow are
still subservient to the Kremlin, the "de-
fendants" are no longer broken types such
as were once put on trial. They are a van-
guard of citizens expressing the deepest
aspirations of the peoples of the Soviet
Union.

The Fourth International calls on
all revolutionary militants and all work-
ers to demand that the Soviet authorities
release Pavel Litvinov and his comrades
at once and without any conditions.

PRO-MOSCOW MINORITY FAILS TO REVERSE STAND OF SWEDISH CP ON CZECH EVENTS

The Swedish Communist party, which
has been considered one of the most "lib-
eral" Communist parties in the world and
perhaps the most sensitive to the new
youth radicalization, appears also to be
one of the parties most torn by divisions
over the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovak-
ia.

The party's minority, hard-line
Stalinist wing around the paper Norrsken-—
flamme, opened a public attack on the
liberal Hermansson leadership -- which
condemned the Soviet action -- before the
Swedish general elections September 16.
The paper now seems ready to take advan-
tage of the party's severe defeat in the
elections to further its factional drive.

It was apparently encouraged in
this course by the Kremlin leadership,
which printed a translation of a Norrsken-
flamme attack on Hermansson in its for-
eign news weekly Za Rubezhom of Septem-
ber 27.

The article starts by blaming the
electoral defeat on ideological confusion
stemming from the leadership's "anti-
Soviet" stance. However, it expanded this
attack to include the Swedish party's en-

tire political course since the Twentieth
Congress, which it pointed to as the
source of all the party's woes.

"Never has there been such ideolog-
ical chaos in the party as there is now.
Never before has there been such a lead-
ership in our party whose majority has
pressed a political course on the party
culminating in a petty-bourgeois adven-
turist policy. Never before have the ul-
tralefts and right revisionists had such
an opportunity to disseminate their views
in the party...

"Those who suppose that the weak-
ness in the party leadership arose over
the crisis in Czechoslovakia are falling
into an error. Since the Twentieth Party
Congress the petty-bourgeois influence
in the leadership has risen at a mounting
tempo. Before now some comrades supposed
that this created the danger of a right
revisionist development. But practice has
shown that the party leadership's devia-
tion from the principled positions of
Marxism-Leninism has also opened up the
way to an ultraleft adventurist policy."

The Norrskenflamme article ended
its assault on a note in the style of the




"ogood old deays" of Stalin before the
Twentieth Congress. "We have every right
to demand that the leadership, which has
so clearly demonstrated its political in-
competence, resign and confess before a
special party congress that it acted im-
maturely in this situation." Despite
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these rather categorical charges and de-
mands, however, Le Monde reported October 2
that a Central Committee plenum on Octo-
ber 1, including the editor-in-chief of
Norrskenflamme, voted unanimously to ap-
prove the leadership's line condemning the
Kremlin invasion of Czechoslovakia.
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