
PARIS OFFICE: Pierre Frank, 21 rue d’Aboukir, Paris 2, France 
NEW YORK OFFICE: World Outlook, P. 0. Box 635, Madison Sq. Station, New York, N. Y. 1001 0 

Vol. 5 ,  No. 34 
October 27, 1967 

Fidel Castro : 

In Tribute toChe 
Re‘gis Debray’s Farewell to Che 

The Area Where Che Fell 

@“Orders Came Down ... To Execute Che” 
Fourth International Joins in Mourning 

I I October 21 Antiwar Actions: 

A Worldwide Success 
Pierre Frank : 

Fiftieth Anniversary of October Revolution 

WORLD OUTLOOK specializes in weekly political analysis and interpretation of events for labor, socialist, coloniol independence and Negro freedom publications. Signed articles 
represent the views of the authors, which may not necessarily coincide with those of WORLD OUTLOOK. Unsigned material expresses, insofar as editorial opinion may oppeor, 
the standpoint of revolutionary Marxism. To subscribe for 26 issues send 17.50 or&2/15s. or 37.50 francs to: Reba Hansen, Business Manager, P.O. Box 635, Madison Sq. Station, 
New York, N. Y. 10010. m... 



-850- 

IN TRIBUTE TO CHE 

By Fidel Castro 

[Full t ex t  of speech made by Major 
Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist party 
of Cuba and prime minister of the revolu- 
t ionary government, i n  memory of Major 
Ernest0 Che Guevara, a t  the Plaza de l a  
Revoluci611, on October 18, 1967, Year o f  
Heroic Vietnam. (Translation of the o f f i -  
c i a l  t ranscr ipt  of the department of 
stenographic t ranscr ip ts  of the revolu- 
t ionary government.)l 

* * *  

Revolutionary Comrades : 

August, 1955. And i n  one night -- as  he 
r eca l l s  i n  h i s  writings -- he became one 
of the future expeditionaries of the 
Granma, although a t  t ha t  time tha t  expe- 
d i t ion  possessed neither ship, nor a r m s  
nor troops. 

And tha t  w a s  how, together w i t h  
R a h ,  Che became one o f  the f irst  two on 
the Granma l is t .  And twelve years have 
passed since then -- they have been twelve 
years f i l l e d  w i t h  struggle and h is tor ica l  
significance. During t h i s  time death has 
cut down many brave and invaluable men, 
but,  a t  the same time, throughout those 
years of our  revolution, extraordinary 
persons have ar isen,  forged from among 
men of  the revolution, and between those 
men and the people, bonds of  affection 
and of friendship have emerged which sur- 
pass a l l  description. 

express, i n  some degree, our feelings to-  
ward him who was one of the closest ,  the 
most beloved and, without doubt, the most 
extraordinary of our  revolutionary com- 
rades -- t o  express our  feelings f o r  him 
and f o r  the heroes who have fought w i t h  
h i m  and f a l l e n  w i t h  h i m ,  h i s  internation- 
a l i s t  army t h a t  has been writing a glori-  
ous and never t o  be effaced h is tor ica l  
epic. 

l iked immediately, f o r  h i s  simplicity, 
h i s  character, h i s  naturalness, h i s  com- 
radely a t t i t ude ,  h i s  personality, h i s  
o r ig ina l i ty ,  even when one had not yet 
learned of h i s  other character is t ic  and 
unique virtues.  

troop doctor. And s o  the bonds of friend- 
ship and w a r m  feelings f o r  h i m  were ever 
increasing. 

s p i r i t  of hatred and loathing for  impe- 
r ia l ism,  not o n l y  because h i s  po l i t i ca l  

I first met Che one day in July o r  

Tonight we are meeting t o  t r y  t o  

Che was one of those people who is  

In those first days he w a s  OUT 

He was f i l l e d  with a profound 

awareness w a s  already considerably devel- 
oped, but a l s o  because shortly before, he 
had had the opportunity of witnessing the 
criminal imperialist  intervention i n  Gua- 
temala through the mercenaries who aborted 
the revolution i n  that  country. 

orate arguments. It w a s  suf f ic ien t  f o r  h i m  
t o  know tha t  there were men determined t o  
struggle against t ha t  s i tuat ion,  a r m s  i n  
hand -- it was suff ic ient  f o r  him t o  know 
tha t  those men were inspired by genuinely 
revolutionary and pa t r io t ic  ideals.  That 
was more than enough. 

1956, he s e t  out on the expedition toward 
Cuba w i t h  us. I r eca l l  t ha t  tha t  t r i p  was 
very hard f o r  him, since,  because of the 
circumstances under which it was necessary 
t o  organize the departure, he could not 
even provide himself with the medicine he 
needed and, throughout the t r i p  he suf- 
fered from a severe attack of asthma, w i t h  
nothing t o  a l lev ia te  it, but also without 
ever complaining. 

march, suffered o u r  first setback and, a t  
the end o f  some weeks, as you a l l  know, a 
group o f  those who had survived from the 
expedition of the Granma w a s  able t o  re- 
unite.  Che continued t o  be the doctor of  
our  group. 

We came through the first ba t t l e ,  
victorious,  and Che was already a soldier  
o f  our  troop and, a t  the same time, s t i l l  
our  doctor. We came through the second 
victorious ba t t l e  and Che was not only a 
soldier ,  but the most  outstanding soldier 
i n  tha t  ba t t l e ,  carrying out f o r  the first 
time one of those singular f ea t s  t ha t  
characterized him i n  a l l  mil i tary action. 
O u r  forces continued t o  develop and we 
faced another ba t t l e  of extraordinary i m -  
portance a t  tha t  moment. 

information we had was erroneous i n  many 
respects. We were going t o  attack, i n  f u l l  
daylight -- a t  dawn -- a strongly defended, 
well-armed posit ion a t  the edge of the sea. 
Enemy troops were a t  our r ea r ,  not very 
d is tan t ,  and i n  t h a t  confused s i tua t ion  
it was necessary t o  ask the men t o  make a 
supreme ef for t .  

Comrade Juan Almeida had taken on 
one of the most d i f f i c u l t  missions, but 
one of our  flanks remained completely w i t h -  
out forces -- one of the flanks was l e f t  
without an attacking force,  placing the 
operation i n  danger. And a t  tha t  moment, 
Che, who was s t i l l  functioning as our  doc- 
t o r ,  asked for  two o r  three men, among 

A man l ike  Che did not require elab- 

One day, a t  the end of  November, 

We arrived, s e t  out on our  first 

"he s i tuat ion was d i f f i cu l t .  The 
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them one with a machine gun, and in a m a t -  
t e r  of seconds rapidly s e t  o f f  t o  assume 
the mission of a t tack from tha t  direction. 

On t ha t  occasion, he was not only 
an outstanding combatant but, a lso,  an 
outstanding doctor, attending the wounded 
comrades and, a t  the same time, attending 
the wounded enemy soldiers.  

captured and it became necessary t o  aban- 
don tha t  posit ion,  undertaking a long re- 
turn march under the harassment of  diverse 
enemy forces,  it w a s  necessary f o r  someone 
t o  s tay  behind w i t h  the wounded, and Che 
stayed w i t h  the wounded. Aided by a s m a l l  
group of  our soldiers ,  he took care of  
them, saved t h e i r  l i v e s  and l a t e r  re- 
joined the column w i t h  them. 

From tha t  time forward,  he s tood 
out as  a capable and val iant  leader,  of  
that  type of men who, when a d i f f i c u l t  
mission i s  pending, do n o t  w a i t  t o  be 
asked t o  carry it out. 

Thus it was a t  the ba t t l e  of E l  
Uvero, but he had acted i n  a similar way 
on a not previously mentioned occasion i n  
the f irst  days when, following a betrayal,  
our  l i t t l e  troop w a s  attacked by surprise 
by a number of airplanes and we were 
forced t o  r e t r e a t  under the bombardment. 
We had already walked some distance when 
we remembered some r i f l e s  of some farmer- 
soldiers  who had been with us in the first 
actions and had then asked permission t o  
v i s i t  t h e i r  families a t  a time when there 
w a s  s t i l l  not much discipl ine in our em- 
bryonic army. And right then it w a s  
thought t ha t  possibly the r i f l e s  were 
l o s t .  

After a l l  the weapons had been 

I r e c a l l  t ha t  the problem w a s  not 
brought up again and, during the bombard- 
ment, Che volunteered, and having done so ,  
quickly went out t o  recuperate those ri- 
f l e s .  

This was one of h i s  principal char- 
ac t e r i s t i c s :  h i s  willingness t o  ins tan t ly  
volunteer f o r  the most dangerous mission. 
And natural ly  t h i s  aroused admiration, 
and twice the usual admiration, f o r  a f e l -  
low combatant, f ight ing alongside us, who 
had not been born here, a man of  profound 
ideas, a m a n  i n  whose mind s t i r r e d  the 
dream of struggle in other par t s  of the 
continent and who w a s ,  nonetheless, so  
a l t r u i s t i c ,  so dis interested,  so  will ing 
t o  always do the most d i f f i c u l t  things, 
t o  constantly r i s k  h i s  l i f e .  

And tha t  was how he won the rank 
of major and leader of the second column, 
organized in the Sierra  Maestra. !l!hus h i s  
prestige began t o  increase; he began t o  
gain fame as a magnificent combatant who 
was t o  reach the highest posts i n  the 
course of the w a r .  

Che w a s  an incomparable soldier.  
Che was an incomparable leader. Che w a s ,  
from a mil i tary point of view, an extra- 
ordinar i ly  capable man, extraordinarily 
courageous, extraordinarily aggressive. 
I f ,  as a guer r i l l a ,  he had h i s  Achilles'  
heel it was t h i s  excessively aggressive 
quali ty,  h i s  absolute contempt f o r  danger. 

The enemy believes it can d r a w  cer- 
t a i n  conclusions from h i s  death. Che w a s  a 
master of warfare. He w a s  a virtuoso i n  
the art of guer r i l l a  struggle. Ahd he 
showed tha t  an i n f i n i t e  number of  times. 
But he showed it especially i n  two extra- 
ordinary deeds. One of these was i n  the 
invasion, in which he led  a column, a 
column pursued by thousands of enemy sol -  
d i e r s  over f l a t  and absolutely unknown 
t e r ra in ,  carrying out -- together w i t h  
Camilo -- an extraordinary mil i tary ac- 
complishment. He also showed it i n  h i s  
l ightning campaign i n  Las Villas  Province, 
especially i n  the audacious at tack on the 
c i t y  of Santa Clara, entering, w i t h  a 
column of barely 300 men, a c i t y  defended 
by tanks, a r t i l l e r y  and several thousand 
infantry soldiers.  

as  an extraordinarily capable leader, as  
a master, as a virtuoso i n  the art of rev- 
olutionary war. 

However, now a f t e r  h i s  heroic and 
glorious death, some attempt t o  deny the 
t ru th  or value of h i s  concepts, h i s  guer- 
r i l l a  theories. 

when he i s  a virtuoso i n  an art as  danger- 
ous a s  revolutionary struggle -- but what 
w i l l  surely never die  i s  the ar t  t o  which 
he dedicated h i s  l i f e ,  the a r t  t o  which he 
dedicated h i s  intell igence.  

What i s  s o  strange about the f a c t  
t ha t  t h i s  master died i n  combat? What i s  
stranger i s  tha t  he did not die  i n  combat 
on one of the innumerable occasions when 
he risked h i s  l i f e  during our  revolution- 
ary struggle. And many times it w a s  neces- 
sary t o  take steps t o  keep h i m  from losing 
h i s  l i f e  in actions of minor significance. 

And s o  it w a s  i n  a combat -- i n  one 
of the many ba t t l e s  he fought -- t ha t  he 
l o s t  h i s  l i f e .  We do not have suf f ic ien t  
evidence t o  enable us t o  make deductions 
about what circumstances preceded tha t  
combat, t o  imagine how f a r  he may have 
acted i n  an excessively aggressive way, 
but -- we repea! -- i f  as a guer r i l l a  he 
had an Achilles heel t ha t  Achilles '  heel 
was h i s  excessive daring, h i s  complete 
contempt f o r  danger. 

And t h i s  i s  where we can hardly 
agree w i t h  h i m ,  since we consider t ha t  h i s  
l i f e ,  h i s  experience, h i s  capacity as  a 
seasoned leader,  h i s  prestige and every- 

Those two heroic deeds stamped h i m  

The master may die -- especially 
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thing h i s  l i f e  s ignif ied,  were more valu- 
able, incomparably more valuable than he 
himself, perhaps, believed. 

l y  influenced by the idea tha t  men have a 
re la t ive  value i n  his tory,  the idea tha t  
causes are not defeated when men f a l l ,  
t ha t  the powerful march of his tory cannot 
and w i l l  not be halted when leaders f a l l .  

about it. It shows h i s  f a i t h  i n  men, h i s  
f a i t h  in ideas, h i s  f a i t h  in examples. 
However -- as I said a few days ago -- 
w i t h  a l l  our  heart  we would have l iked t o  
see h i m  as a forger o f  v ic tor ies ,  t o  see 
victor ies  forged under h i s  leadership, 
since men of h i s  experience, men of h i s  
ca l iber ,  of h i s  r ea l ly  unique capacity, 
are  not common. 

H i s  conduct may have been profound- 

And tha t  i s  t rue ,  there i s  no doubt 

We have a f u l l  understanding of 
the value of h i s  example. We are absolute- 
l y  convinced tha t  many men w i l l  s t r i ve  t o  
l i v e  up t o  h i s  example, t ha t  men l ike  him 
w i l l  emerge from the heart  of the peoples. 

w i t h  a l l  the vir tues  tha t  were combined 
i n  him. It is  n o t  easy f o r  a person, spon- 
taneously, t o  develop a personality l i ke  
h is .  I would say t h a t  he i s  one of those 
men who are d i f f i c u l t  t o  match and virtu- 
a l l y  impossible t o  surpass. But I would 
say tha t  the example of men l i k e  him con- 
t r ibu tes  t o  the appearance of men of the 
same caliber.  

f igh ter ,  the man capable of performing 
great fea ts .  And what he did,  what he was 
doing, the very f a c t  of h i s  r i s ing ,  with 
a handful of men, against the army of the 
rul ing class ,  trained by Yankee advisers 
sent i n  by Yankee imperialism, backed by 
the oligarchies of a l l  neighboring coun- 
t r i e s  -- i n  i t s e l f  const i tutes  an extra- 
ordinary fea t .  

And i f  we search the pages of his-  
tory,  it is  l i ke ly  tha t  we w i l l  f ind no 
other case i n  which a leader,  w i t h  such a 
limited number of men, has s e t  about a 
task of such import; a case i n  which a 
leader,  w i t h  such a limited number of men, 
has s e t  out t o  f igh t  against such large 
forces. Such proof of  confidence i n  him- 
s e l f ,  such proof of  confidence i n  the 
peoples, such proof of f a i t h  i n  men's 
capacity t o  f i gh t ,  can be looked f o r  i n  
the pages of  his tory -- but the l i k e  of 
it w i l l  never be found. 

It is  not easy t o  f ind a person 

In Che, we not o n l y  admire the 

And he f e l l .  

The enemy believes it has defeated 
h i s  ideas, h i s  guer r i l l a  concepts, h i s  
point o f  view on revolutionary armed 
struggle. And what they accomplished, by 
a stroke of luck, w a s  t o  eliminate him 
physically -- what they accomplished w a s  

accidental advantage t h a t  an 

we do not know t o  what degree 

l u t e  disdain f o r  

s also happened i n  our  war of 

by a stroke of luck. 

quite c lear ly  when he wrote i n  
age t o  the Latin-American Confer- 
Sol idar i ty  that  i f  death s ~ -  

d h i s  ba t t l e  cry w i l l  reach not 
j u s t  one receptive ear ,  but millions of 
receptive ears. And not one hand but m i l -  
l ions  of hands w i l l  be stretched out t o  
take up a r m s .  

New leaders w i l l  emerge. And the 
men -- of the receptive ears and the out- 
stretched hands -- w i l l  need leaders who 
emerge from the ranks of the people, j u s t  
as leaders have emerged i n  a l l  revolutions. 

Those hands w i l l  not have available 
a leader of Che's extraordinary experience 
and enormous ab i l i t y .  Those leaders w i l l  
be formed i n  the process of struggle -- 
those leaders w i l l  emerge from among the 
millions of  receptive ears ,  from the m i l -  
l ions  of hands tha t  w i l l  sooner o r  l a t e r  
be stretched out t o  take up a r m s .  
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It isn't that we feel that his 
death will necessarily have immediate re- 
percussions in the practical sphere of 
revolutionary struggle, that his death 
will necessarily have immediate repercus- 
sions in the practical sphere of develop- 
ment of this struggle. The fact is that 
when Che took up arms again he was not 
thinking of an immediate victory -- he 
was not thinking of a speedy victory 
against the forces of the oligarchies 
and of imperialism. As an experienced 
fighter, he was prepared for a prolonged 
struggle of five, ten, fifteen or twenty 
years, if necessary. He was ready to 
fight five, ten, fifteen, twenty years, 
or all his life if need be! 

And within this time perspective, 
his death -- or rather his example -- will 
have tremendous repercussions. The force 
of that example will be invincible. 

luck try in vain to deny his experience 
and his capacity as a leader. Che was an 
extraordinarily able military leader. But 
when we remember Che, when we think of 
Che, we do not think fundamentally of his 
military virtues. No! Warfare is a means 
and not an end -- warfare is a tool of 
revolutionaries. The important thing is 
the revolution -- the important thing is 
the revolutionary cause, revolutionary 
ideas, revolutionary objectives, revolu- 
tionary sentiments, revolutionary virtues! 

And it is in that field, in the 
field of ideas, in the field of senti- 
ments, in the field of revolutionary vir- 
tues, in the field of intelligence, that -- apart from his military virtues -- we 
feel the tremendous loss that his death 
means to the revolutionary movement. 

Because Che's extraordinary per- 
sonality was made up of virtues which are 
rarely found together. He stood out as an 
unsurpassed man of action, but Che was 
not only an unsurpassed man of action -- 
he was a man of visionary intelligence 
and broad culture, a profound thinker. 
That is, in his person the man of ideas 
and the man of action were combined. 

Those who cling to the idea of 

But it is not only that Che pos- 
sessed the double characteristic of the 
man of ideas -- of profound ideas -- and 
the man of action, but that Che as a rev- 
olutionary united in himself the virtues 
which can be defined as the fullest ex- 
pression of the virtues of a revolution- 
ary: A man of total integrity, a man of 
supreme sense of honor, of absolute sin- 
cerity -- a man of stoic and Spartan liv- 
ing habits, a man in whose conduct not 
one stain can be found. He constituted, 
through his virtues, what can be called 
a truly model revolutionary. 

When men die it is usual to make 
speeches, to emphasize their virtues, but 

rarely as on this occasion can one say of 
a man, with greater justice, with greater 
accuracy, what we say of Che: that he was 
a pure example of revolutionary virtues. 

But he possessed another quality, 
not a quality of the intellect nor of the 
will, not a quality derived from experi- 
ence, from struggle, but a quality of the 
heart: he was an extraordinarily human man, 
extraordinarily sensitive. 

of his life, that he constituted the 
singular case of a most extraordinary man, 
able to unite in his personality not o n l y  
the characteristics of the man of action, 
but also of the man of thought, of the man 
of immaculate revolutionary virtues and of 
extraordinary human sensibility, joined 
with an iron character, a will of steel, 
indomitable tenacity. 

And because of this, he has left to 
the future generations not only his experi- 
ence, his knowledge as an outstanding sol- 
dier, but also, at the same time, the 
fruits of the intelligence. He wrote with 
the virtuosity of a master of o u r  language. 
His narratives of the war are incomparable. 
The depth of his thinking is impressive. 
He never wrote about anything with less 
than extraordinary seriousness, with less 
than extraordinary profundity -- and we 
have no doubt that some of his writings 
will pass on to posterity as classic docu- 
ments of revolutionary thought. 

And thus, as fruits of that vigor- 
ous and profound intelligence, he left us 
an infinity of memories, an infinity of 
narratives that, without his work, without 
his efforts, might have been lost forever. 

An indefatigable worker, during the 
years that he served our country he did 
not know a single day of rest. Many were 
the responsibilities assigned to him: as 
president of the National Bank, as direc- 
tor of the National Planning Board, as 
Minister of Industries, as commander of 
military regions, as the head of political 
or economic or fraternal delegations. 

His versatile intelligence was able 
to undertake with maximum assurance any 
task of any kind. And thus he brilliantly 
represented our country in numerous inter- 
national conferences, just as he brilliant- 
ly led soldiers in combat, just as he was 
a model worker in charge of any of the in- 
stitutions that he was assigned to and for 
him there were no days of rest, for him 
there were no hours of rest! 

dows of his offices, he had the lights on 
until all hours of the night, studying, or 
rather, working or studying. For he was a 
student of all problems, he was a tireless 
reader. His thirst for learning was prac- 
tically insatiable, and the hours he stole 

That is why we say, when we think 

And if we looked through the win- 



from sleep he devoted to study. 

to voluntary work. He was the inspiration 
and provided the greatest incentive for 
that work which is today carried out by 
hundreds of thousands of persons through- 
out the country, he stimulated that ac- 
tivity in which o u r  people are making 
greater and greater efforts. 

munist revolutionary, a true communist, he 
had a boundless faith in moral values. He 
had a boundless faith in moral values, he 
had a boundless faith in the conscience 
of man. And we should say that he saw, 
with absolute clarity, the moral resources 
as the fundamental lever in the construc- 
tion of communism in human society. 

He thought, worked out and wrote 
many things. And it is fitting to bring 
out, on a day like today, that Che's 
writings, Che's political and revolution- 
ary thinking, will be of permanent value 
in the Cuban revolutionary process and in 
the Latin-American revolutionary process. 
And we do not doubt that his ideas, as a 
man of action, as a man of thought, as a 
man of untarnished moral virtues, as a 
man of unexcelled human sensitivity, as a 
man of spotless conduct, have and will 
continue to have universal value. 

me imperialists boast of their 
triumph at having killed this guerrilla 
fighter in action -- the imperialists 
boast of a triumphant stroke of luck that 
led to the elimination of such a splendid 
man of action. But perhaps the imperial- 
ists do not know or pretend not to know 
that the man of action was o n l y  one of 
the many facets of the personality of 
that combatant. And if we speak of sor- 
row, we are saddened not o n l y  at having 
lost a man of action, we are saddened at 
having lost a morally superior man, we 
are saddened at having lost a man of ex- 
quisite human sensitivity, we are sad- 
dened at having lost such a mind. We are 
saddened to think that he was o n l y  thirty- 
nine years old at the time of his death. 

ditional fruits that we would have re- 
ceived from that intelligence and that 
ever richer experience. 

We have an idea of the dimension 
of the loss for the revolutionary move- 
ment. But, nevertheless, here is the weak 
side of the imperialist enemy: they think 
that by eliminating a man physically they 
have eliminated his thinking -- that by 
eliminating him physically they have 
eliminated his ideas, eliminated his vir- 
tues, eliminated hi: example. 

belief that they have -10 hesitation in 

He devoted his scheduled days off 

And as a revolutionary, as a com- 

We are saddened at missing the ad- 

And so shamelt-s are they in this 

as the most natural thing in 

e repulsiveness of the proce- 
do not even seem aware of the 
ess of the admission. They have 
it as if thugs, oligarchs and 

e fell defending the interests, 

most bitter enemies. 

om the revolutionary point of 



model for our people -- Che's example will 
be the ideal model for our people! 

pect our revolutionary combatants, our 
militants, our men to be, we must say, 
without hesitation: "Let them be like 
Che!" If we wish to express what we want 
the men of future generations to be, we 
must say: "Let them be like Che! It If we 
wish to say how we want our children to 
be educated we must say without hesita- 
tion: "We want them to be educated in 
Che ' s  spirit! If we want the model of a 
man, the model of a man who does not be- 
long to our time, the model of a man who 
belongs to the future, I say from the 
depths of my heart that such a model, 
without a single stain on his conduct, 
without a single stain on his actions, is 
Che! If we wish to express what we want 
our  children to be, we must say from our 
very hearts as ardent revolutionaries: 
"We want them to be like Che!" 

If we wish to express what we ex- 

Che has become a model of what men 
should be, not only for our people but 
also for people everywhere in Latin Amer- 
ica. Che carried to its highest expression 
revolutionary stoicism, the revolutionary 
spirit of sacrifice, revolutionary com- 
bativeness, the revolutionary's spirit of 
work. 

Che brought the ideas of Marxism- 
Leninism to their freshest, purest, most 
revolutionary expression. No other man of 
our time has carried the spirit of inter- 
nationalism to its highest possible level 
as Che did. 

And in the future, when an example 
of a proletarian internationalist is 
sought, that example, high above any oth- 
er, will be Chefs example! National flags, 
prejudices, chauvinism and egoism had 
disappeared from his mind and heart. And 
he was ready to shed his generous blood 

sponfaneously and immediately, in behalf 
of people, for the cause of any people! 

And thus, his blood fell on our 
soillwhen he was wounded in several battles -- 4 d  his blood was shed in Bolivia, for 
the edemption of the exploited and the 
opprTssed. That blood was shed for the 

of all the exploited and all the op- 
ed -- that blood was shed for all the 

It is for this reason, comrades of 

ple, we will always look for inspiration, 
inspiration in struggle, inspiration in 
tena ity, inspiration in intransigence 
tow a3 d the enemy, inspiration in interna- 
tiondlist sentiment! 

~ Therefore, after tonight's impres- 
sive ceremony, after this incredible dem- 
onstfration of multitudinous recognition -- 
incr dible for its magnitude, discipline 
and jpirit of devotion -- that demonstrates 
that lour people are a sensitive, grateful 

evolution, that we must face the 
e with optimism. And in Che's exam- 

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! 

onward to victory! 

REGIS DEBRAYIS FARZWEL~L TO CHE 

I 

"The Death of Che Does Not Mark the End of the 
Anti-imperialist Struggle, But Its Beginning." 

[The press has reported that R6gis 
Debray was so shocked at the news of the 
death of Che Guevara that he "gave up his 
defense" against the charges leveled 
against him by the Bolivian dictatorship. 
For instance, J. Halcro Ferguson, in the 
October 15 London Observer, described 
Debray's reaction as "throwing in of the 
sponge, admitting he had aided Guevara 
and the guerrillas ..." 

[These reports are tendentious, to 
say the least. Debray did nothing of the 
kind. He merely reaffirmed his well-known 

a translation of 

tary fourt in Camiri. The translation, by 
World Outlook, is from the French text 
print d in the October 14 issue of the 

* * *  
Paris, e daily Le Monde. 1 

' After the heroic death of the man 
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whom the future and all the peoples of 
the world will list among the greatest 
liberators of the Americas, in the mourn- 
ing felt by all revolutionists today, the 
moment has come for me to define certain 
points of principle which may be of some 
interest to the court. But I want to 
state in advance that the death of "Chef' 
Guevara does not mark the end of the anti- 
imperialist struggle, but its beginning, 
just as it has given this struggle, in an 
irreversible way, its banner. Because 
"Che" is not one of those who dies -- as 
an example and guide it is correct to 
speak of him as immortal, because he will 
live in the hearts of all revolutionists. 
One "Che" is dead. Others are on the 
point of being born, of rising in action; 
others are already in action or will be 
tomorrow, here and other places in the 
continent. As for the "Che" who just died 
here, history and the revolutionists will 
undertake to judge those bearing the re- 
sponsibility for his death, no matter 
where they may be. 

inition of my situation, with regard to 
you, will. not adversely affect anything 
or anyone. My lawyer, Dr. Novillo, who 
has done me the honor to defend me and 
whom I wish to ratify publicly and for- 
mally as my counsel, will be able to dem- 
onstrate that the concrete charges lodged 
against me in the indictment -- the in- 
stigation, guidance and carrying out of 
$he so-called crimes for which this trial 
is being held -- lack any real foundation 
whatsoever. But now, leaving aside the 
juridical questions, I want to deal with 
the essence, that is, the political and 
moral sides, which for a revolutionist 
are the same. 

(1) Without entering into the de- 
tails of my activities, I wish to empha- 
size that, completely sharing the ideas 
of the Bolivian guerrillas, I myself 
asked, upon reaching the base camp of the 
guerrillas, to participate in all the 
duties and daily tasks of the guerrillas, 
such as mounting guard both inside and 
outside the camp, helping in the cooking, 
in hunting and other tasks of the daily 
life. I asked accordingly that I be put 
on the list like any other guerrilla for 
my turn of duty, because as a revolution- 
ist I could not and did not wish t o  be 
considered like a mere visitor in a hotel, 
standing arms crossed or sleeping peace- 
fully while my comrades exhausted them- 
selves providing food for me and guarding 
my sleep. 

This lasted until I was able to 
meet "Che" on March 20. Although I had 
arrived as a mere journalist, I myself 
asked "Che" Guevara at this time to let 
someone else come and do my job, to put 
an end to my status as a visitor and to 
agree to let me join the guerrillas after 
consulting with the Bolivian members. 

Under these conditions, a full def- 

he rejected my request, letting 
that my mission of reporting 
about my visit there and his 

xclude the others, except in 
In this sense, not only do I 
also I request that the court 

vara had not decided 
ately I cannot claim 
en a combatant, let 
onor of asking to be 
ity with them. 

murders, and 

sion with argu- 

whole that a revolutionist has 

calls for compassion as in 
pular insurrection, are, in 
titles to glory and proofs of 
ied out. Popular insurrection, 
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I did not participate it was not because 
of any privilege o r  right held by intel- 
lectuals to not carry out their ideas to 
their ultimate conclusions, but a mere outside the zone of combat, as he 
matter of fact under the discipline and ed me. And now that this separation 
division of revolutionary tasks. initive and irreversible? my 

w today is not to have died 

elt the separation as a pain- -- that of having to carry 
a revolutionary militant 

In taking leave of ''Che" Guevara 

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL JOINS $N MOURNING CHE 

"The following statement in trib- 
ute to Che Guevara was issued October 17 
by the United Secretariat of the Fourth 
International, the world party of social- 
ist revolution founded by Leon Trotsky in 
1938. I 

* * *  

The Fourth International salutes 
the memory of Ernesto "Che" Guevara, the 
illustrious Latin-American revolutionist. 
It joined in Cuba's mourning which is 
shared by all those throughout the world 
who are struggling against capitalism and 
for the victory of international social- 
ism. 

Still under forty years of age 
when he fell, Che had devoted his life to 
the anti-imperialist struggle and the so- 
cialist revolution throughout Latin Amer- 
ica, from Argentina where he was born, to 
Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, Guatemala and 
Bolivia. He participated in the Granma 
epic, which in two years, to the surprise 
of everyone, swept away the Batista re- 
gime and made way for socialist Cuba, the 
first free territory on the American con- 
tinent. 

The winning of power showed Guevara 
more faithful than ever to his communist 
ideals. He struggled against bureaucra- 
tism, against stimulants that could favor 
it. He struggled for a new man, a genu- 
inely new man having nothing in common 
with the caricatures provided by the bu- 
reaucrats. Imbued to the core with the 

inteqnat ional character of the social is t 
revo ution, he reminded the "rich" workers 
statqs of their duties with regard to 
thosfi who are still poor. 

I Even more, he felt that with the 
exacdrbation of the world situation, his 

he likewise left his fam- 
message he said that the 

supr me task was "to create two, three... 

hand,i under the blows of the Bolivian 
"gorqllas" and their CIA masters. Not con- 
tent iwith murdering him, they hastened to 
destdoy his body while at the same time 
they sought to mutilate his memory. 

The blow is a hard one, but this 
indoditable revolutionist will not vanish 
from /the battle. His memory will be there. 
In all of Latin America and throughout the 
enti e world, the death of Ernesto "Che" 
Guev k a will be mourned in the way he 
would have wished: Wherever death may 
surpr'ise us, let it be welcome if our 
battle cry has reached even one receptive 
ear another hand reaches out to take 
up o arms, and other men come forward 
to join in our  funeral dirge with the 
chattering of machine guns and new calls 
for battle and for victory." 

many ei Vietnams." He fell in combat, arms in 

I 

Glory to Ernesto "Che" Guevara! 

ICHE AREA WHERE CHF~ FELL 

In his speech October 15 stating 
why the Cubans had become convinced that 
Che Guevara was dead, despite the glaring 
contradictions in the declarations of the 
Bolivian dictatorship, Fidel Castro re- 
ferred to the coincidence between the de- 
scriptions of the terrain given by the 
reporters at the scene and those con- 
tained in the notes presumably written by 
Guevara and quoted by the Bolivian gener- 
als.  One of the sources cited by Fidel 
was the New York Times of October 8, 
which printed a report written before Che 

was k/illed. 
I 

I Here are the pertinent paragraphs 
dispatch sent by Paul L. Mont- 

Camiri, Bolivia: 

I "Even for a man as traveled as 
Ernespo Che Guevara, the bleak cul de sac  where^ the Andes fall off to the Amazon 
basin,is a long way from anywhere. 

ing op the dusty valley, baking the raw 

I 

~ "The sun rises blazing each morn- 
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In the a r t i c l e  i n  the October 6 the 
issue,  "Fourth International Greets SDS gency 

earth and the brown brambles. The teeming 
insect  l i f e  -- monstrous f l i e s  and mos- 
quitoes, spiders and stinging beet les  -- 
swarm i n  the dead s t i l l nes s .  The heat and 
the dust and the b i t e s  turn the skins of 
humans t o  a cloak of misery. !The harsh 
vegetation, dry and covered with thorns, 
makes sustained movement a l l  but impos- 
s ib le  except along the well-watched r ive r  

parliamentary level  against the emer- 
laws.. . I' should read: ""he l i n e s  of 

FADED JUNGLE GREENS WERF: HIS F+ L ROBES 

[The following paragraphs are from 
a report  by Marlene Nadle, sent from 
C a m i r i ,  Bolivia, describing how the body 
of Che Guevara was brought in .  "he a r t i -  
c le  was printed i n  the October 19 issue 
of The Village Voice, a New York weekly.] 

* * *  

Children were the f i r s t  t o  spot 
the body of gue r r i l l a  leader Ernest0 Che 
Guevara lashed t o  the landing runners of 
a helicopter t ha t  hovered over the small 
a i r  s t r i p  i n  Valle Grande. A t  4:55 p.m. 
on Monday, October 9 ,  the copter landed 
i n  a spot far  f r o m  the swelling crowd 
which, except f o r  the press,  was held 
back by soldiers  with bayonets. 

r o l e t  van which was pursued across the 
a i rpor t  by journal is ts  i n  jeeps. They 
passed crates  of napalm and stopped i n  
f ront  of a small, three-sided shed tha t  
was t o  serve as  a makeshift mortuary. 

A uniformed, stocky, blonde man i n  
h i s  30s emerged from the van and shouted, 
"Let's get  the h e l l  out of here. 'I Later, 
he denied any knowledge of English. A l -  
though the fellow wore no insignia on h i s  
jungle greens, he appeared t o  be direct-  
ing the operation. No off icer  would iden- 
t i f y  him, but rumor w a s  rampant tha t  he 
was a Cuban exi le  i n  the employ of the 
C I A .  

The corpse was hustled in to  a Chev- 

The body w a s  removed from the 
Chevy and placed on the same slab tha t ,  
jus t  two weeks ea r l i e r ,  had been used f o r  
another guer r i l l a  leader,  COCO Peredo. 
Guevara's patched and faded jungle greens 
were h i s  funeral robes; they were caked 

o r  shoes, he had only pieces 

n t  photos, it was testimony 
ays when, pursued by the , he traveled great distances 
many privations. In  the end, 

t i n  a canyon-like fold i n  

e body was fingerprinted, then 

ts ide the shed, more soldiers  

CORRECTION I 
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AMERICAN "OBSERVER" F'FESENT WI@ MURDERERS OF CHE 
I 

Santa 
serve-?. 

i n  

t o  an 
adven-;ure 
was 
and t o  
He 

[The following account o f  the way 
i n  which the Bolivian dictatorship dis- 
played the body of Che Guevara was sent 
by the special correspondent o f  Agence 
France-Presse from Valle Grande, Bolivia. 
Datelined October 11, it was published i n  
the October 12 issue of the Paris da i ly  
Le Monde. The t ranslat ion is  by World 
Outlook. I 

* * *  

Cruz center. He came here as  an ob- 
No American 'green bere ts '  are 

partiEipating i n  the mil i tary operations 

"The guer r i l l a  adventure has come 

due t o  the lack of any popular support 

Bo:.ivia. I t  

end," he said, "as any senseless 
must come t o  an end. The defeat 

the a r id  t e r r a in  tha t  was chosen." 
added: "We w i l l  bury Guevara here i n  

Yesterday afternoon, I s a w  the 
l i f e l e s s  body, r iddled w i t h  bu l le t s ,  of 
a guer r i l l a  known as  " R a m h , "  the alleged 
nom de guerre of Comandante Ernest0 "Che" 
Guevara. Thirty of us journal is ts ,  in- 
cluding three foreign correspondents, 
went t o  Valle Grande, a small town, som- 
nolent i n  the heat of  Southeast Bolivia, 
i n  order t o  ver i fy  the death of  the most 
prestigious of the guer r i l l as .  

Coming down from the misty heights 
of the militaryairdrome a t  La Paz (13,451 
f e e t ) ,  our  Dakota landed i n  Valle Grande 
during the s ies ta .  A t  the other end o f  
the deserted s t r e e t s  of  the town, a gate, 
before which some f i f t y  cur iosi ty  seekers 
were standing, opened on a f i e l d  a t  the 
bot tom o f  which, a t  the side o f  a h i l l ,  a 
morgue had been improvised i n  a former 
stable.  Some spruce of f icers  and armed 
soldiers  greeted us. 

The body of  a bearded m a n ,  w i t h  
long ha i r ,  dressed solely i n  olive green 
pants, l ay  on a s t re tcher  placed on a 
stone sink. The smell of formaldehyde was 
strong around the body riddled w i t h  bul- 
l e t s  and drained of blood. The o f f i c i a l s  
charged w i t h  meeting a l l  our  possible ob- 
jections concerning the ident i ty  of "Ra- 
m6n" did the i r  utmost t o  point out the 
resemblances, feature by feature ,  between 
the body and the guerr i l la .  "No doubt i s  
possible," they t o l d  us; "the finger- 
p r in t s  of the body correspond wi th  those 
of Guevara. I' 

"Ram6n" was mortally wounded i n  a 
ba t t l e  l a s t  Sunday [October 81, a few 
miles from Higueras, near Villa Grande. 
He succumbed t o  h i s  wounds ear ly  Monday 
morning. "He was not f inished o f f , "  we 
were t o l d  by Colonel Arnaldo Saucedo, 
commander of the second ba t ta l ion  of 
"Rangers" operating i n  t h i s  sector. 

"I a m  'Che Guevara, I have 
f a i l ed , "  he is  supposed t o  have whispered 
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"ORDERS CAME DOWN.. .TO EXE 

[The following extracts  are from 
an a r t i c l e  about the death o f  Che Guevara 
which appeared i n  the October 20 issue of 
the reactionary Luce publication, 
magazine.] 

* * *  

UTE m" 

The Quebrada del Yuro, deep i n  the 
s t i f l i n g  Bolivian jungle seventy-five 
miles north of C a m i r i ,  i s  a steep and nar- 
row ravine tha t  i s  covered with dense fo -  
l iage.  There, ear ly  last  week, two compa- 
nies  o f  Bolivian Rangers to ta l ing  more 
than 180 men s p l i t  in to  two columns and 
quietly stalked a handful of guerr i l las .  
Shortly a f t e r  noon, the troops spotted 
the i r  men, and both sides opened up with 
the i r  r i f l e s  and automatic weapons a t  a 
withering point-blank range of 150 fee t .  
After a lengthy f igh t ,  four Rangers and 
three guer r i l l as  lay  dead, and four other 
guer r i l l as  had been captured. 

nary guerr i l la .  He was Ernesto ("Chef') 
Guevara, thirty-nine, the elusive Marxist 
firebrand, guer r i l l a  expert and former 
second i n  command t o  Fidel Castro whose 
name had become a legend a f t e r  h i s  dis- 
appearance from Cuba two and one-half 
years ago. Since tha t  time, much of the 
world had thought Che dead (perhaps even 
a t  Castro's hands) u n t i l  h i s  presence in 
Bolivia w a s  dramatically confirmed a 
short  time ago.... 

Dressed i n  a dusty fatigue s h i r t ,  
faded green trousers and lightweight 
high-top sandals, Che caught a bu l le t  i n  
h i s  l e f t  thigh as  he advanced toward the 
government troops; another bu l le t  knocked 
h i s  M-1 semiautomatic carbine r igh t  out 
of h i s  hands. In  Che's rucksack, the Rang- 
e r s  found a book en t i t l ed  Essays on Con- 
temporary Capitalism, several codes, two 
war d ia r ies ,  some messages of support 
f rom " h i e l "  -- apparently Castro -- and 
a personal notebook. "It seems," read one 
recent notebook entry i n  Chefs t i g h t ,  
c r i sp  handwriting, "that t h i s  i s  reaching 
the end." 

A t  Quebrada del Yuro, Che was load- 
ed onto a s t re tcher  and carried f ive  miles 
t o  the town of Higueras Informed of h i s  
capture, army leaders i n  La Pas, the 
capi ta l ,  pondered what t o  do with him. 
Since Bolivia has no death penalty, Che 
a t  wors t ,  would go off t o  prison -- per- 
haps only a f t e r  a long, noisy t r i a l ,  a 
propaganda outcry from the whole Commu- 
n i s t  bloc and the threat  t ha t  other guer- 
r i l l as  might streak i n t o  Bolivia and make 
a cause o f  him. 5 e  next day, orders came 
down t o  Higueras t o  execute Che. He was 
shot two hours l a t e r .  

One of the prisoners was no ordi- 

Strapped t o  &he runner of a heli-  

copter, 
Valle 
old town 
h i l l s  
port ,  it 
whisked 
stone 
Malta 
s i s t e r s .  

Che's body w a s  then flown t o  
Grande, a dirt-poor, two-century- 

of 7,000 people s e t  i n  ro l l ing  
some 3,000-feet high. A t  the a i r -  

was loaded i n t o  a truck and 

s t r ee t s  t o  the town's Se5or de 
Hospital, run by German Dominican 

down the narrow d i r t  and cobble- 

There f o u r  men i n  white and a 

Latin America was almost as  

he said,  "and die with 

and washing 
clothes 
exmination 
Jose 
had seven 
through 
s tant ly .  
Abraham, 
cared 

h i s  body. A m a n  i n  c iv i l i an  
took h i s  f ingerprints .  A medical 

by D r s .  Moises Abraham and 
Martinez revealed tha t  Che's body 

bul le t  wounds, including one 
the heart  t ha t  k i l l ed  him in- 

"An interest ing f a c t ,  '' said 
"is tha t  h i s  f e e t  were very well 

f q r .  I' 
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PIBUVIAN MILITARY COURT SPARES HUGO BLANCO'S LIFE 

According to an Agence France- 
Presse dispatch from Lima, October 12, 
the Supreme Military Court handed down a 
decision "confirming the 25-year sen- 
tence" imposed on Hugo Blanco, the well- 
known peasant leader. 

The prosecution had countered Hugo 
Blanco's appeal of the savage sentence by 
demanding the death penalty. 

Had the court conceded to this de- 
mand, Hugo Blanco could have been exe- 
cuted within twenty-four hours after the 
verdict . 

An international campaign was 
mounted to save Hugo Blanco. Peruvian 
consulates and embassies were picketed 
in cities around the world. Hundreds of 
messages and appeals were made to Fresi- 
dent Belahde to spare Hugo Blanco's life 
and commute the sentence. 

The appeals came from a wide range 
of sources, including prominent intellec- 
tuals in many countries and such world- 
famous figures as Jean-Paul Sartre and 
Bertrand Russell. 

Organizations representing thou- 
sands of members added their weight to 
the international protest. 

Actions in behalf of Hugo Blanco 
continued right up to the very eve of the 
court hearing. On October 10, for in- 
stance, some 500 people were reported by 
Le Monde to have assembled before the 
Peruvian embassy in Paris to demonstrate 
their solidarity with Hugo Blanco. 

The decision of the court, reject- 
ing the demand of the prosecution to kill 
Hugo Blanco, represents a victory for the 
international campaign waged in his be- 
half. However, it is only a partial vic- 
tory. Hugo Blanco still faces a quarter 
of a century in prison because of his 
revolutionary-socialist views. 

The campaign to win his freedom 
will certainly be continued. The partial 
victory gained should serve to intensify 
the demands to President Belahde to 
grant amnesty to Hugo Blanco and his com- 
rades who are in prison with him. 

BIGGEST ANTIWAR DEMONSTRATION IN HISTORY OF WASHINGTON 

Unlike Vietnam, no U.S. bombers 
were raining death from the bright blue 
skies over Washington, Saturday Octo- 
ber 21. But nearly 200,000 demonstrators 
were there who had converged on the na- 
tional capital from all corners of the 
country to demand an end to the war in 
Vietnam. After a rally at the Lincoln 
Memorial they marched to the Pentagon 
where thousands laid siege to the nerve 
center of America's military machine. 

onstration in Washington's history. The 
turnout exceeded expectations. The au- 
thorities had sought to discourage atten- 
dance by spreading warnings that any dis- 
orderly conduct would be sternly handled 
by the thousands of armed troops called 
up to guard the world's biggest military 
establishment. While this scare propa- 
ganda may have kept some older people 
from Washington, it spurred the militancy 
of the youth and brought them out in 
greater numbers. 

Unlike the peace march in Washing- 
ton a year ago, which had a middle-aged 
composition, this assemblage was domin- 
ated by youth. They flocked to Washington 
from campuses and cities across the coun- 
try, thanks in good measure to the orga- 
nizing work of the Student Mobilization 
Committee. In Boston, for example, 900 

This was the largest antiwar dem- 

more students applied for transportation 
the night before than could be accommo- 
dated on the chartered buses. 

The program began with a massive 
meeting around the reflecting pool at the 
Lincoln Memorial where the atmosphere was, 
as one participant commented, "more like 
a celebration than a demonstration." At 
2:l5 p.m. the march leaders set off for 
the Pentagon two miles across the Potomac 
River. The crowds flowed across the bridge 
to the Pentagon for three hours. A second 
meeting was held in a parking lot close 
to the Pentagon. 

strators set siege to the entrance of the 
colossal structure. One had planted a Na- 
tional Liberation Front flag on the terrace. 

converted into a major military operation. 
U.S.  Army Chief of Staff Harold K. Johnson 
issued a memorandum to all members of his 
task force which stated: "We will have the 
United States and the rest of the world 
watching to see how well we do these jobs." 
The government stationed 5,000 troops to 
guard the Pentagon and had 1,800 National 
Guards, 2,000 policemen, and 300 Federal 
Marshals on hand in addition. This was the 
first time federal troops had been assigned 
to Washington since President Hoover used 

From 4 p.m. on, thousands of demon- 

Defense of the Pentagon had been 
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them t o  crush the Bonus Marchers a t  the 
depth of the depression i n  1931. 

The army paratroopers f lown i n t o  
Washington were the same t h a t  had been 
sen t  t o  suppress the black uprisings i n  
Detroit  l as t  Ju ly  and t o  Santo Doming0 i n  
1965. The day before, Senator Stennis of 
Mississippi,  chairman of the Senate Pre- 
paredness Subcommittee, ca l l ed  on Defense 
Secretary McNamara t o  use "the same reso- 
l u t i o n  i n  dealing with the p ro te s t e r s  as 
American troops a re  doing i n  Vietnam." 
McNamara watched the demonstrators f rom 
h i s  o f f i ce  i n  the  Pentagon where he w a s  
i n  constant communication a l l  day with 
the White House. 

The Federal Marshals, backed by 
so ld i e r s  armed with bayonet-tipped rif- 
l e s ,  drove back the demonstrators who 
t r i e d  t o  en te r  the Pentagon. Six who suc- 
ceeded i n  g e t t i n g  through a s ide  door re- 
served f o r  the  press  were quickly e jec ted .  
llhree hundred seventy-five persons were 
a r r e s t ed ,  including the p a c i f i s t  l eader  
David Dellinger, chairman of the Nat ional  
Mobilization Committee t o  End the War i n  
Vietnam, the nove l i s t  Norman Mailer, and 
Dagmar Wilson, a founder o f  the Women's 
S t r ike  f o r  Peace. 

prominently i n  the press ,  these d i r e c t  
ac t ions  were a separate p a r t  of the day ' s  
program. The overwhelming majority of the 
marchers d id  not pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  them. 
This included the  black contingent who 
l a t e r  held t h e i r  own r a l l y  across the 
s t r e e t  from Howard University, the black 
campus a few miles f rom the cap i to l .  

Dellinger opened the meeting a t  
the Lincoln Memorial by a s se r t ing  t h a t  
" t h i s  begins a new stage i n  the American 
peace movement i n  which the cu t t i ng  edge 
becomes ac t ive  res i s tance ."  A s  the  B r i t -  
i s h  union leader ,  Clive Jenkins, general 
secre ta ry  o f  the l a rge  white-collar union 
ASSET [Association of Supervisory S t a f f s ,  
Ekecutives and Technicians], s t a r t e d  t o  
speak, th ree  members o f  the American Naz i  
pa r ty  came f rom behind and tumbled the 
podium and microphones down the stone 
s teps .  Demonstrators prevented them from 
breaking up the  program and police l e d  
them away a s  they shouted: "Heil H i t l e r ! "  

Jenkins t o l d  the crowd t h a t  a ma- 
j o r i t y  o f  the labor movement i n  Br i t a in ,  
by ac t ion  of both the Trade Union Congress 
and Labour pa r ty ,  a re  now morally and for -  
mally against  the Vietnam war and Wilson's 
complicity with Washington. " O u r  t a sk  now 
i s  t o  prod the Labour Government t o  pro- 
ceed along these l i n e s . "  Emphasizing the 
in t e rna t iona l  scope of the antiwar move- 
ment, he observed t h a t  h i s  speech was be- 
ing  transmitted on a telephone hookup t o  
f i v e  c i t i e s  i n  Western Europe. 

Although it was played up most  

Dr. Benjamin Spock, a prominent 

e ,  declared t h a t  "the r e a l  
don Johnson "whom we e lec ted  

uted "Viva Che" as 

orm: "Immediate 

atural  beauty i s  

National Mobilization Committee 

of the demonstrators were 
sed t o  the  war but favored 
he National Liberation Front. 

e s i t - in  a t  the Pentagon l a s t e d  
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A WEEK OF ANTIWAR PROTEST AC~IONS IN THE U.S. 
I 

The weekend mobilization i n  the na- 
t iona l  cap i ta l  was preceded by a Stop the 
Draft Week i n  which antiwar forces i n  
scores of c i t i e s  across the United States  
took various protest  actions against the 
w a r  machine. These led  t o  large-scale 
flareups on several campuses from the 
eas t  coast t o  the west. 

i t e d  w i t h  federal  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Boston, 
New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Washington, 
Denver, Minneapolis, Portland (Oregon), 
as well as  in several European capi ta ls .  
In San Francisco 1,000 demonstrators 
handed the U.S. Attorney a basket contain- 
ing 180 d ra f t  cards. In Los Angeles po- 
l i c e  arrested nineteen persons f o r  staging 
a sit-down in front  of the Armed Forces 
induction center. 

The most violent protest  of t h i s  
kind took place i n  downtown Oakland where 
3,000 a n t i w a r  demonstrators clashed w i t h  
helmeted police,  using clubs and chemical 
sprays, when they t r i e d  t o  close down the 
induction center. 

Draft cards were burned o r  depos- 

Many had come from the Berkeley 
University campus by bus where an a l l -  
night r a l l y  had been held in defiance of  
a court order. A Supreme Court judge had 
issued the order a f t e r  Oakland police had 
arrested 125 demonstrators, including 
fo lk  singer Joan Baez, the day before. It 
forbade the university t o  make i t s  fac i l -  
i t i e e  available f o r  any meetings attacking 
the d ra f t  laws. Although the Berkeley 
chancellor canceled permission f o r  a 
r a l l y  in the Stuaenc Union, the students 
held one in the open a i r  outside Sproul 
H a l l ,  the t rad i t iona l  staging area fo r  
protest  r a l l i e s  in recent years. 

In the i r  clash w i t h  the Oakland 
cops more than-a  score of the demonstra- 
t o r s  had t o  be t reated f o r  injur ies .  

CHAIN OF ANTIWAR DEMONS(CR 

The international scope and charac- 
t e r  of the movement against U.S. interven- 
t i on  i n  Vietnam w a s  underscored by the 
chain of demonstrations staged i n  c i t i e s  
around the world timed t o  coincide w i t h  
the Washington protest  r a l ly .  These in- 
terl inked actions in Europe and Asia were 
inspired by a common aim and slogan: 
"U.S., get out of Vietnam and l e t  the 
Vietnamese s e t t l e  t he i r  own a f f a i r s . "  

A meeting a t  Finsbury Town Hall, 
North London, was part  of an internation- 
a l  telephone hookup w i t h  the  proceedings 
a t  Washington which also included Paris ,  

1 The University of Wisconsin and 
Brooklyn College of New York were likewise 
the k e n e s  of stormy campus actions. Stu- 

and 
aga i i s t  the demonstrators. 

emanding the l i f t i n g  of a l l  repr i sa l s  

The movement a t  Brooklyn College 

H 
The next day v i r tua l ly  the en t i re  

g i r l  , and dragged fo r ty  of them out of 
the uilding in to  patrol  wagons. "wo pro- 
f e s s  rs who objected t o  the b ru ta l i t y  
agairist women students were likewise ar- 
restdd. 

went on s t r ike  which shut 
ac t iv i t i e s .  Their united 

action resul ted i n  victory 
when  the Brooklyn College president agreed 
t o  Wop a l l  charges against the protesters .  

Commenting on the "storm trooper" 
resp nse of police in many c i t i e s  t o  the 
stud n t  demonstrators, the New York Post 
col i s t  Harriet Van Horne wrote: "How 
sad i t is  tha t  demonstrations i n  behalf 
of peace always end nowadays w i t h  broken 
head$, blood i n  the gut ter  and freedom's 
banner a b i t  more fouled and ta t te red ."  

I 

ATION$ AROUND THE WORLD 

Stoc olm, Copenhagen and Genoa. It was 
addrgsed by Frank. Allaun, Labour M P ,  and 
Lord,Brockway, chairman of the B r i t i s h  
Coundil f o r  Peace i n  Vietnam. It w a s  f o l -  
lowe by a torchlight procession t o  the 
P r i m ,  ! Minister's residence a t  Downing 
Stredt.  

~ The la rges t  protests  took  place i n  
Japd where hundreds of thousands of 

The press reported 20,000 
marched t o  the United 



States Embassy with antiwar slogans. 

press and police estimates systematically 
underestimate the size of the demonstra- 
tions both in the U.S. and elsewhere. For 
example, the Washington police would ac- 
knowledge no more than 25,000 persons at 
a rally that obviously numbered seven or 
eight times that many.) 

In West Berlin 10,000 demonstra- 
tors with a small group of young Ameri- 
cans at their head marched down the Kur- 
furstendamm, the main street of the city, 
bearing a fifty-foot-long banner demanding 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Vietnam. 
Members of the Association of German So- 
cialist Students, which lead the radical 
student movement,carried portraits of Che 
Guevara and chanted "Ho Ho; Ho Chi Minh." 
It was the largest demonstration in Berlin 
since the end of the world war. 'Pwenty-two 
persons were arrested as the police used 
water hoses against the demonstrators. 

center of Amsterdam for two hours in a 
largely silent protest which was occasion- 

(To minimize their importance, 

About 15,000 marched through the 

By Ernest Tate 

by shouts of "Johnson, murder- 

olice to drive off the crowd. 
in Stockholm's park Vasa- 
e Swedish government to 

1 and comer- 

e largest single European demon- 

France. I 

is round of antiwar protests was 
to a fourth continent on 

for Sydney, Australia. 
22, with a big demonstra- 

After the Labour government's de- 
feats at the !trades Union Congress in 
Brighton, followed shortly by severe 
electoral setbacks in the Cambridge and 
Walthamstow by-elections [see World Out- - look, October 61, left-wing delegates to 
the annual Labour party conference in 
Scarborough arrived there with high ex- 
pectations that the right wing would be 
defeated on several important policy is- 
sues. 

bom what took place, however, it 
is clear that victory for the left will 
neither be as easy nor as automatic as 
some may have liked. 

Not that the left's hopes were un- 
founded. A glance at the resolutions 
shows a deep hostility to the govern- 
ment's course of action. Even resolutions 
from the loyalist sections of the party, 
which supported the incomes policy for 
instance, found that they had to hedge 
their bets and criticize the government 
because of its failure to keep down 
prices. 

On the first day, the debate was 
on health, education and welfare and it 
did not provide any real test to gauge 
the strength of the left. At one point 
the conference was thrown in to  an uproar 
when John Boyd of the AEU [Amalgamated 
Engineering Union], newly elected party 

ed to call a card vote 
ted. (In the bloc voting, a 
can represent 1,000 votes or 
epending on whether it belongs 

cy delegate or a trade- 

is Boyd's law?" a delegate 
rring to an incident at the 

TUC wher AEU president William Carron 
had bure ucratically voted the union bloc 
over the objections of a number of AEU 
delegate Carron had cynically referred 
to his r i ing as "Carron's law." 

the two central issues before 
were the Labour govern- 

the Prices and 
for Washington's 

Policy, it was a different 
matter. 



Speaker after speaker complained 
about the loss of Labour party support 
caused by the Incomes Policy. Moving the 
composite which the NEC found acceptable, 
even a loyalist, Raymond Bellchambers 
Buckley CLP [Labour party constituency], 
stated that it had been unfair. 

lem 
overseas 
decade 
a S5OO 
and 
Polaris 
always 
tough 
bankers. 

Graphical 
the 
ployment 
the 
ness 
had 
ernment, 
sition.. 

he 
the 
the 

The 

T.J.Smith of SOGAT [Society of 

Sl5O million a year for over a 
on defence. This had escalated to 
million balance of payments deficit 

submarine. ""he government has 
gone for the soft options. "he 
decision would be to take on the 

I t  

motion. Many of us experienced unem- 
in the thirties, he stated, "with 

utter dejection, despair and hopeless- 
that it produces." "If the Tories 
pursued the same policies as this gov- 

ils that the country has been spending 

yet SlOO million is spent on one 

and Allied Wades], seconded 

there would be today a big oppo- . I t  

"You can't feed a family on speeches," 
said. "If the government had attacked 
capitalists instead of the friends of 
party, they would have a lot more sup- 

for things 
said, but 
There has 
and, while 

people were prepared to wait 
to work themselves out, he 
"we can't wait indefinitely. 
been a rash of rent increases 
people might find it diffi- 

cult to understand the complexities of 
sterling, nevertheless they see prices 
going up. 

Doreen Bellerby, the seconder, to 
cries of "Hear! Hear!" from the delegates, 
added her grievances too: "We are exceed- 
ingly unhappy," she said, that "rents 
went up almost immediately after the an- 
nouncement of the wage restraint" and 
that "the government did nothing when lo- 
cal authorities put up rents affecting 
lower paid workers." 

McGarvery of the Boilermakers, the union 
sponsoring one of the critical composites 
calling for an end to the Incomes Policy. 
He asked, doesn't the leadership under- 
stand what is happening? "he employers 
organizations, the Confederation of Brit- 
ish Industries, want to defeat the govern- 
ment -- their purpose is to demoralize 
the supporters of the party. What we 
want from this government, this great 
party of ours, is an acceptance," he went 
on, "that they are on the road to ruin 
and destruction, abetted by Callaghan 
[Chancellor of the Exchequer]." 

The argument that the government 
is taking unpopular decisions for the 
long-term good of the country is "so much 
eyewash." You have tried the policy and 
failed, McGarvery said, "have courage to 
say you are sowing the seeds of your own 
destruction. It 

"he first left speaker was Dan 

Brian Bolton, seconding the Boil- 
ermakers composite, argued that the gov- 
ernment "seems to think we already have a 
socialist economy." "We are opposed to a 
Prices and Incomes Policy under capital- 
ism," he said, "and will only accept it 
when Clause 4 of the party's constitution 
[calling for the nationalization of in- 
dustry] is implemented." 

A great mass of incomes are uncon- 
trolled, he went on, and o n l y  some can be 
controlled. The capitalists' incomes are 
not controlled because they don't make 
the products. That's why the CBI [Con- 
federation of British Industries], he 
said, gives solid support to the Labour 
government. 

called for a 615 minimum wage, a delegate 
Speaking on the composite which 
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port  and confidence. 'I He called f o r  an 
end t o  the wage r e s t r a in t .  

ernment. Most typical w a s  John Orford, 
ass i s tan t  general secretary of the Na- 
t ional  Union of  Vehicle Builders. "There 
seems t o  be a tendency t o  blame the gov- 
ernment f o r  our  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  It he said,  
"but do we need t o  remind you tha t  the 
country was on the point of collapse?" 
(Did he think a Labour government would 
come in to  off ice  under any other circum- 
stances? a left-winger quipped.) 

"It 's no time t o  throw away a l l  
we've gained," Orford continued, "even i f  
progress has been slower than anticipated. 
The people below the poverty l i n e  have 
been with us f o r  many years, no one can 
blame the government f o r  that .  'I 

Yes, he agreed, wages f o r  some 
workers were t o o  l o w ,  but would t h i s  be 
al tered by leaving others t o  get  what 
they can? "It i s  only through the gov- 
ernment pol ic ies  of r e s t r a i n t  t ha t  we as  
trade unionists can look a f t e r  our  own." 

ference, it had become apparent t ha t  the 
r igh t  wing had won the day. They, on the 
whole, were f a r  more assertive and ag- 
gressive and they charged tha t  there were 
no al ternat ive pol ic ies  t o  the i r s .  

The l e f t  l e t  the r igh t  wing o f f  
w i t h  the most  f lagrant d i c t a to r i a l  ac- 
t ions.  When the chairman refused t o  put 
Composite 34 on the f l o o r ,  cal l ing for  
the nationalization of Br i ta in ' s  360 mo- 
nopolies and advocating other soc ia l i s t  
measures, t h i s  was not challenged. It 
was l e f t  t o  the movers of the composite, 
Liverpool, West Derby CLP, t o  make the i r  
lonely protest .  (The advocates o f  Compos- 

Other speakers defended the gov- 

Already a t  t h i s  point i n  the con-- 

supporters of the English 

vement throughout i t s  en t i re  
his tory . 

C usins continued on the same theme: 
Can the ountry afford an incomes policy? 
he asked. 'Wy answer is  no -- because the 
incomes ol icy has been re la ted  t o  deliber- 
a t e  a c t i  n on the par t  of the government 
t o  creat  a degree of unemployment." Using 
def la t io  ary methods i s  good po l i t i c s  f o r  
the T o r i  s. "It can never be good po l i t i c s  
f o r  us b cause we w i l l  not allow it." He 
was the ast speaker from the f l o o r .  

the voting, the two progovernment 
composit s carried. One, recording continu- 
ed suppo t f o r  the government, got 3,213,000 
t o  3,091,000 votes; and the other got 
2,657,OO t o  2,461,000. The ASSET composite 
was defe ted by 3,997,000 t o  2,324,000 
votes; t e Boilermakers motion was rejected 
by 3,860,000 t o  2,535,000. The composite 
on the m'nimum I wage also went down. 

I 
!THE HOLDOUTS i 

"President Johnson has ju s t  issued 
a moving appeal t o  the nations of the 
ear th ,  asking them t o  stop manufacturing 
instruments of w a r  and t o  devote the i r  
resources instead t o  the great task of 
universal education. 

"Let us hope tha t  he w i l l  be heed- 
ed by a l l  countries and above a l l  by t h i s  

North Vibtnam which, insanely engaged i n  
the wors t  warmongering, obstinately con- 
t inues t meet the peace-seeking v i s i t s  
of the erican planes with i t s  gigantic 
arms ind s t ry ,  systematically placing i ts  
schools der the t ra jec tory  of the bombs 
aimed a t  educating the Vietnamese people." -- Rober Escarpit, i n  the October 11 Paris 
daily' Le L Monde. 

KEEPING GREECE SAFE FOR !MTE & WORLD 

e number 114 r e fe r s  t o  the f i n a l  

was susp nded by the generals who seized 

guarded 

A mil i tary court i n  Athens con- 
demned Anastasios Kokoris, a thirty-three- a r t i c l e  n the Greek consti tution, which 
year-old businessman, t o  four years i n  
prison October 11. He was found gui l ty  of power Ap il 21. The a r t i c l e  reads: "The 
trying t o  ho is t  a banner above the Acrop- present onsti tution is  t o  be safe- 
o l i s  bearing the inscription, "Democracy 
114. lenes . 'I 

y the patriotism of  the Hel- l 



ON W FIFTIETH A"ERSARY OF 

In 1917 the October Revolution was 
regarded by the governments of that time 
and treated in the world press as an epi- 
sode of brief duration. Today, fifty 
years later, both friends and enemies rec- 
ognize that the event was a momentous, if 
not the most momentous, date in human 
history. The Russian Revolution is cer- 
tainly far from finished; on the contrary, 
signs of new bounds forward can already 
be discerned within it. But a balance 
sheet of October is all the more neces- 
sary to get an insight into that future. 

October has become an important 
date for the general public primarily be- 
cause the revolution brought about the 
transformation of Czarist Russia -- which 
combined a substratum of economic, social 
and cultural backwardness with the fea- 
tures of an imperialist and semicolonial 
power -- into the second power in the 
world. This transformation was accom- 
plished in the course of a half century 
which encompassed two foreign invasions, 
a civil war, unparalleled human and mate- 
rial destruction and enormous expenditures 
for unproductive armaments. 

United States whose development fully 
flowered after the Civil War. The follow- 
ing fifty years bring us to the eve of 
U.S. entry into the first world war. 
Throughout that time this country did not 
experience any wars on its territory and 
engaged in only a few unimportant foreign 
expeditions. At the same time it received 
millions of European emigrants and an in- 
flux of European capital along with them. 
This is a comparison on a truly histori- 
cal scale. The United States is clearly 
outclassed. On this scale the capitalist 
mode of production has shown itself to be 
very inferior to the socialist mode of 
production. And, on the socialist side of 
this balance sheet, we have not taken in- 
to account the harmful role of the bureau- 
cratic leadership which we will deal with 
later on. 

The building of socialism presup- 
poses, first of all, an immense economic 
development to arrive at abundance. The 
Soviet Union has not yet achieved this; 
it is an international problem which can- 
not be resolved within the framework of a 
single country. However, the balance of 
the past fifty years cannot be measured 
solely by the economic progress. It is 
necessary to take into consideration the 
price paid by the masses for this prog- 
ress and it is also necessary to draw up 
a political and cultural balance sheet. 
Finally, since the construction of social- 
ism is involved, it is also necessary to 
inquire into the relations which existed 

Let us take, for comparison, the 

T€E OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

duri g this period between the development 
of t e Soviet Union and the progress of 
the E orld revolution. 

ative aspects -- the miser- 
andards to which the worker 
sses were reduced for a 
total elimination of every 
kers and socialist democracy, 
ectual conformism over the 

or regarded as negligible only by 
ts of the Soviet power. Lenin in 

glossed over what he be- 
egative -- and the negative 
sed enormously after his 

orty years -- can be passed by in 

sm" o r  "bureaucratic col- 

Henceforth the balance sheet will 
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not mean that the victories of Stalinism 
or Nazism were inevitable. Is it neces- 
sary to conclude that "forced collectivi- 
zation" and the Moscow Trials were inevi- 
table? No, there is no great book where, 
according to divine decree, history is 
inscribed in advance. 

Bureaucratic deformations were un- 
avoidable in the USSR. These already ex- 
isted in Lenin and Trotsky's time. They 
accompany, and will accompany, every vic- 
torious revolution in varying degrees, 
and not o n l y  in underdeveloped countries, 
for objective reasons which are nowadays 
well known. The transition from bureau- 
cratic deformations to a frightful bureau- 
cratic degeneration came as the conse- 
quence of a struggle over many years in 
which the Left Opposition was defeated. 

The outcome of this struggle was 
not predetermined. Stalinism was not a 
simple phenomenon. It embraced the degen- 
eration of the isolated workers' state, 
the degeneration of the Bolshevik party 
as a party of the Soviet proletariat, the 
decomposition of the leadership of the 
Bolshevik party in the face of the mount- 
ing bureaucratism, the degeneration of 
the Communist International and its sec- 
tions. Each of these phenomena had its 
own dialectic of development, distinct 
from that of the others. The fate of the 
Communist International was not the same 
as that of the Soviet state or that of 
the various Communist parties. 

Between Trotsky, who tirelessly 
defended the program of October, and the 
pragmatic Stalin, who was as much the in- 
strument as the director of the bureau- 
cracy, were inserted the successive po- 
litical errors (tardily and poorly under- 
stood) committed by Zinoviev, Kamenev, 
Bukharin and others which considerably 
weakened the resistance of all the orga- 
nisms to the gangrene of bureaucratism by 
provoking the decay of the leadership of 
the Bolshevik party. 

Those who believe that Stalinism 
was inevitable deprive themselves of un- 
derstanding the dual role of the Soviet 
bureaucracy and are thus incapable of 
establishing a precise balance sheet of 
the revolution. For they do not know how 
to dissociate the dynamic belonging to 
the productive forces liberated by October 
from the role played by the bureaucracy 
in relation to this dynamic, an executive 
role which functions far more as a brake 
than as an accelerator. It is certainly 
impossible to measure such things mathe- 
matically. Nonetheless, it is noteworthy 
that Stalin's successors have all, more 
or less explicitly, referred to this op- 
position between the power of the produc- 
tive forces and the bad use which was made 
of them by Stalin's policies, at least, 
in their view, from a certain date. 

!be obvious objection can be made 
that theise men express themselves in this 
manner because they need a scapegoat. But, 
whatever be the motivation for their ob- 
servation, it is an implicit recognition 
of the hiarm wrought by the bureaucracy in 
Soviet siociety. They reserve this judgment 
for the past period of Stalin's rulership. 
But we think it likewise applicable to the 
period of "de-Stalinization" in which the 
bureaucracy retained its direction of 
society iwhile exhibiting a certain degree 
of "liberalization. I' 

forces of t M s  society and its leadership 
have beclome more and more flagrant pre- 
cisely biecause economic development has 
now attadned a high level. The reforms 
having been put into effect only from 
above, they produce less and less results. 
The society emanating from the October 
Revolution which has been subjected to 
such constraint and coercion from Stalin- 
ism wants to express itself. Having no 
independent political organs at its dis- 
posal, ift is beginning to do so in those 
circles where ideas are dealt with daily, 
among the intelligentsia. The Brezhnev- 
Kosygin leadership has continued the ori- 
entation against free expression in the 
cultural field imparted by Khrushchev 
during his last year in office. 

more clearly disclosed the existing antag- 
onism between Soviet society and its lead- 
ership. If it be taken into account that 
the "de-Stalinization" began almost fif- 
teen years ago, that the principal reforms 
were enacted in the first five years, and 
that it has given on ly  limited results, 
these very facts confirm that it will be 
impossibile to put an end to bureaucratic 
power by simple reformist interventions, 
and that it will be necessary to resort 
to a revolutionary struggle, to the polit- 
ical revplution envisaged by Trotsky,T 
order to restore a regime of Soviet democ- 
racy which, by itself, will give an impul- 
sion to the productive forces incomparably 
greater than any previously known, 

In the international arena the dual 
role of the bureaucracy is apparent 
throughout its career. It has, certainly, 
defended the mode of production engendered 
by October because it draws the substance 
of its privileges from it. But it has done 
so in its own manner which was to seek in- 
cessantly, even during the war, notably at 
the Tehekan, Yalta and Potsdam conferences 
a global agreement with world imperialism 
for the establishment and maintenance of 
the status quo. 

ever all those anywhere in the world who 
rose up ggainst capitalism turned hopeful- 
ly towarp the Soviet Union to find support 
there, tbe leaders of the Ibemlin and the 

The contradictions between the 

"De-Stalinizat ion" has not o n l y  

In accord with this objective, when- 
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Communist parties offered them a policy 
which restricted and often broke their 
revolutionary upsurges. Hence a heavy 
succession of defeats. Let us mention 
only the darkest: the defeat of the Chi- 
nese Revolution of 1925-27 after Moscow 
had hailed Chiang hi-shek as the "hero" 
of this revolution; the paralysis of the 
German proletariat in the face of the 
rise and victory of the Hitlerites when 
the Stalinist leadership, in line with 
its "third period" policies, declared 
that the Social Democracy was "the main 
enemy"; the defeat of the Spanish Revolu- 
tion of 1936-38 in which the Stalinists 
and Social Democrats resurrected a pseudo 
bourgeois-democracy incapable of standing 
on its own feet; the liquidation of numer- 
ous revolutionary movements for the bene- 
fit of the imperialist democracies in the 
immediate postwar period, notably in 
fiance and Italy, together with the aban- 
donment of the Greek resistance fighters 
on two occasions in 1944 and 1947; the 
collapse of the Indonesian Communist move- 
ment whose opportunist policy was sup- 
ported by both Moscow and Peking, etc. 

It has taken an experience like 
that which the Vietnamese people are pres- 
ently undergoing for larger sections of  
people to grasp that Soviet aid is not 
only quantitatively inadequate but that 
it is not intended to assure victory. It 
is rather designed to induce American im- 
perialism to draw back to the extent re- 
quired to undertake negotiations in ac- 
cord with an illusory "peaceful coexis- 
tence." The Soviet bureaucracy does not 
push for victory but for "peace" in Viet- 
nam, and that explains its hostility to 
the only realistic policy -- because it 
is revolutionary -- which Che Guevara 
formulated in these terms: "to create two, 
three.. .many Vietnams. I t  The "socialism in 
one country" of the Soviet bureaucracy 
has cost m d  still costs the world so- 
cialist revolution dearly. The bureau- 
crats are more eager to plant the red 
flag on the moon than to see it triumph 
the world over. 

The bureaucracy endeavors to falsi- 
fy the balance sheet by concealing its 
misdeeds. The formula of "the cult of 
personality" serves less to make the 
truth known than to cast a veil over 
Stalinism. Its crimes remain in the 
shade, save for a few carefully selected 
"rehabilitations." Stalin's official his- 
tory, crammed with lies, has been replaced 
by other official histories, following one 
after the other, replete with different 
lies and some half-truths. Let us run 
rapidly through the latest version of the 
history of the revolution and the Soviet 
Union presented by the Central Committee 
of the Communist party of the Soviet Union 
in its "Theses for the Fiftieth Anniver- 
sary of the Great October Socialist Revo- 
lution. 

Before Lenin, according to these 

No forced collectivization took 

duction....The 

side was broken by the efforts of 
king class and the rural poor in 
e with the middle peasants .... Col- 
sation...still further strengthened 
iance between the working class and 
sants..." It is hard to tell which 
repugnant, Stalin's calumnies 
the Old Bolsheviks or these shame- 

Further on we read: "The triumph of 

asion of the "wentieth Congress, 
of "unwarranted 
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It is also stated in this document 
that "During the stern years of the war 
the people fought under the leadership of 
the Communist Party .... Huge organisation- 
al, Party and political work was conduct- 
ed in the army by political workers who 
included prominent functionaries of the 
Party and Government." This anonymity has 
at least the advantage that Brezhnev and 
Kosygin's successors will not be obliged 
to fabricate new books from which certain 
names will have to be dropped. But these 
"theses" say nothing about that particu- 
lar aspect of the leadership of the party 
that Khrushchev revealed at the Twentieth 
Congress and that no one has controverted, 
that Stalin never called a meeting of the 
Central Committee during the entire year. 

But it would be a pity to pass over the 
following, which appears toward the end, 
without saying a word about it: "a spirit 
of innovation and a bold search for the 
new are all inherent traits of our art." 
They'd better praise it themselves for no 
one else would think of doing so. It's 
clear that this passage in the "theses" 
refers to "socialist realism," and not to 
the literature and art in the first years 
of the revolution. 

We can't comment on everything. 

Let us close on international prob- 
lems. "The rapprochement of the countries 
that have embarked on the socialist road 
and their consolidation in the socialist 
community falls in with the fundamental 
interests of the peoples . . . I t  But then to 
what, to what interests, does the absence 
of rapprochement and consolidation cor- 
respond? Why was there a Soviet-Yugoslav 
conflict? Why are there differences with 
Rumania? Not a word. 

Since the Sino-Soviet rift cannot 
be entirely omitted, a dozen lines are de- 
voted to saying that Ma0 took up "a policy 
which combined petty-bourgeois adventurism 
with great-power chauvinism..." Take away 
the word nadventurism't and you have the 
policy of the Kremlin. Equal treatment is 
given in these theses -- a single line! 
-- to the subjects of the war in Vietnam, 
the threats against Cuba, and the experi- 
ence of the People's Republic of Mongolia. 
The Communist International is entitled to 
a dozen lines in which we learn that it 
formed "eminent" leaders who, however, 
likewise remain nameless. 

to hide its misdeeds; it even seeks to 
deny its own existence. It appears in 
these theses only through the references 
to the Soviet state where its members are 
included in the categories of workers and 
sometimes of the intelligentsia. Although 
they dispose of considerable privileges 
and a power such as a genuine possessing 
class has rarely held, it does not wish 
anyone to see the imprint of its foot- 
steps. This "modesty," this ambition to 
be dissolved into "the people as a whole," 

The bureaucracy not only strives 

testifids that the bureaucracy is in its 
own fashion aware of the parasitic role 
it play& in Soviet society. 

of calc lating the liabilities owing to 
the burdaucracy in economic development. 
But humqn societies engage not o n l y  in 
material, production; they also produce 
ideas. History shows, among other things, 
that all ruling classes have created their 
own ideologies to justify and consolidate 
their domination. The history of the Soviet 
Union shows that in almost half a century 
the bure~aucracy of the country has pro- 
duced no ideology of its own. Out of its 
own needs, it has concocted only a hodge- 
podge w2th Marxism transformed into an 
"ideolo4y" and petty-bourgeois democracy. 
This is ifurther testimony to its parasitic 
role and a manifestation of the bonapartist 
position it occupies between the proletar- 
iat and ,capitalism. 

%is bankruptcy on the plane of 
ideas fislds striking expression in the 
fact that the Soviet leaders from Stalin 
to those of today have offered no theory 
of the October Revolution, of the conquest 
of power by the proletariat in a country 
which had not carried out a bourgeois rev- 
olution. Moreover, the only theory which 
explains October, which is embodied in 
Lenin's "April Theses" of 1917 and many 
of Lenin's writings after October, the 
theory of the permanent revolution (as a 
number of informed people nowadays ac- 
knowledge) is still banned. 

October inaugurated a new epoch for 
humanity, that of the transition from cap- 
italism tto socialism through the world 
revolution. In the fiftieth year of this 
era, we Can say with undiminished assur- 
ance that nothing that has happened in the 
intervensng years has invalidated the 
fundamen~al lessons of October. To be sure, 
the road to socialism has been shown to be 
more complicated than anyone imagined be- 
fore October. The hopes of the first years 
of the revolution turned out to be exag- 
gerated. But the postponements are essen- 
tially due to the subjective factor. The 
formation of the Communist parties was in 
a certaip measure undertaken too late. At 
that time these formations were too inex- 
perienced to know how to take advantage of 
the revolutionary situations in the Euro- 
pean couhtries; after that they were too 
weak to resist the Stalinist degeneration. 

world presents an extremely variegated 
picture. The new mode of production en- 
compasses one-third of this globe and a 
third of the human race. The revolution 
has be@ by breaking the weakest links of 
capitalibm; and its most advanced wing is 
today fowd paradoxically in the economi- 
cally less developed countries, those 
where the building of a socialist society 
is the mbst difficult. On the organization- 

bJe mentioned above tLe impossibility 

Fafty years after October, the 



a1 level, the workers' movement is domi- 
nated by bureaucratic leaderships imbued 
with the aberrant outlook of peaceful and 
parliamentary paths to socialism. 

A century after the foundation of 
the First International, there is no 
longer a mass international. A caricature 
of an international leadership is provided 
by MOSCOW'S impotent "Peace Movement." 
Revolutionary Marxism does not, either 
nationally or internationally, head a 
mass organization. The Chinese peasant is 
learning to think in Marxist terms while 
the workers of the United States have yet 
to constitute a class political party of 
their own, on a scale corresponding to 
their weight, even of a reformist charac- 
ter. 

MA0 FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO CONSOIJIDATE 

By Livio Maitqn 

This unexpected combination is a 
source of great confusion. Some people, 
who cling to obsolete schemas, deny that 
the revolution has made any progress, as 
if any document could have foreseen all 
the forms of development of world history, 
while others repudiate Marxism in order 

HIS POSITION 

forms and it has there- 

ist International of Lenin and 

ears of ebb in the rev- 

xism. This fiftieth anniver- 

The violent struggle in China, now 
in its second year, is still far from 
ended. m e  most recent official documents 
themselves reveal -- in their explicit 
admissions and their not less meaningful 
omissions -- that the attempts of the 
Mao-Lin Piao group to crush all opponents 
and to establish tight control through 
the so-called triple alliances [coali- 
tions of Red Guard, municipal and army 
"cadres"1 have o n l y  had partial results. 

It was already clear last spring 
that the role of the army was becoming 
more and more important. On one hand it 
had to solve the problem of rallying many 
of the cadres; on the other, it had to 
orient various sectors of the "Red Guards" 
and the "Revolutionary Rebels" in the de- 
sired direction. 

This summer's events seem to indi- 
cate that while the struggle at the top 
has continued with extreme violence, the 
army has often found itself shaken by 
deep divisions and in conflict with sec- 
tors of the popular masses. 

Also to be taken into account are 
the recurring allusions by the Chinese 
press to multiple and opposing organiza- 
tions (some of which, like the so-called 
May 16 Movement, are now denounced as 
counterrevolutionary and are forced to 
work at least partially underground) and 
the continuous political fire against 
anarchistic and "left extremist" tenden- 

attacks confirm the 

feature of the "Cultural Revolu- 
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In the factional presentations of 
the Ma0 group things are extremely clear: 
it is a matter of choosing between the 
capitalist road and the socialist road, 
between Liu Shao-chi and Mao. The tech- 
nique of the whole polemic against Liu -- 
which o n l y  incurable simpletons or those 
who applaud for pay or out of zeal could 
take for good coin -- is too transparent, 
too strongly reminiscent of the well- 
known Stalinist technique. 

Liu is presented not as a Commu- 
nist with different ideas but as an agent 
of the bourgeoisie who infiltrated the 
party from the earliest years in order to 
defend the interests of this same bour- 
geoisie. Resorting to the method of trun- 
cated quotations and the most grotesque 
distortions, the Ma0 group tends on one 
hand to charge Liu with responsibility 
for the actual rightist attitudes assumed 
by the entire party and by Ma0 in the 
first place. On the other hand, it 
charges Liu with the most disparate posi- 
tions that are probably held by different 
tendencies and by various persons. The 
result is that the struggle is presented 
to the masses as opposition between the 
infallible Mao, converted into a " m a g i c "  
symbol (the word appears frequently Fn 
the Maoist press) of the forces of good, 
and the degenerate Liu, the personifica- 
tion of the Evil One. And the masses, 
whose sovereignty is proclaimed in words, 
are actually subjected to a continuous 
barrage of one-sided propaganda and are 
deprived of the most indispensable in- 
formation. 

We invite all those who by taking 

In this issue 

a few oflhis writings literally have be- 
come cheprleaders for the "extensive" de- 
mocracy pf Mao, to think about the enor- 
mous valpe and the enormous sducational 
import tp the Chinese masses and the en- 
tire intbrnational workers movement the 
actual descussion would have had, if it 
had deveboped along the seal lines of the 
argumenti, in total clarkty and concrete- 
ness, anb if the opinions of Liu Shao-chi, 
Peng Chep or Tao Chu could have been ex- 
pressed @ defended by those directly 
fnterestpd at all the levels where the 
ideas of Ma0 and Lin Piao are expressed 
and ultiqately before the entire Chinese 
people. 

distance between such a dia- 
lectical process -- and tkiat it is not 
utopian pas demonstrated by the Bolshevik 
par- inlthe days of Lenin -- and the 
me%hods pf the Maoist group (calumny and 
syatemat$c distortion; silence imposed on 
opponents; deification of Mao; exhaltation 
of Stalib against Zinoviev, Bukharin and 
Trotsky;l defense of Zhdanov's concepts, 
etc.) is1 one of the criteria that enables 
us to mebsure the distance between the 
theory a+d practice of Ma0 -- even the 
really s iced to the needs of socialist 
construc ion and an internationalist rev- 
olutionak-y strategy. 

If such a policy were actually put 
into effect, the consequences could short- 
ly prove extremely significant. A new 
phase wpuld open in a crisis that has 
already Ueeply shaken China and the Chi- 
nese workers movement. 

and a theory and practice 

September 20, 1967 
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