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From the Bolivian Underground 

THE MF,A"G OF THE NEW GUERRILLA FRONT 

[The following material has been 
passed on to World Outlook from the Bo- 
livian underground. It consists princi- 
pally of a declaration written by Hugo 
Gonzdlez Moscoso, one of the main leaders, 
along with Guillermo hra, of the Bolivi- 
an Trotskyist movement who have both been 
exiled in remote jungle camps by the Bar- 
rientos regime. 

[The declaration, now being circu- 
lated in Bolivia, a pears to have been 

secret political police and was evidently 
drawn up as the text of an official party 
statement. It was approved, it should be 
noted, by the Political Bureau of the POR. 
The statement is preceded by an introduc- 
tion signed by the La Paz Regional Com- 
mittee of the FOR. 

[The importance of the declaration 
and the fact that it is being circulated 
clandestinely will, of course, be appar- 
ent to everyone familiar with the politi- 
cal situation in Bolivia.] 

written before Gonz B lez was seized by the 

* * *  
INTRODUCTION 

Comrade Workers : 

The bourgeois-democratic method of 
struggling to win power and obtain the 
great fruits of socialism cannot achieve 
the triumph of the proletariat. This 
method serves only to justify the exis- 
tence of an oppressive regime with the 
title, "legally constituted." 

The emergence of the Nancahuazfi 
guerrillas has totally changed the coun- 
try's current political situation. 

How could the proletariat and the 
people of Bolivia liberate themselves if 
they continued today to confine their 
methods of struggle to the channels which 
the bourgeoisie established to safeguard 
its own social order? To put it precisely, 
in order to achieve the victory of the 
Bolivian proletariat and popular masses, 
to destroy the regime which serves the 
interests of the monopolies and finance 

- 

capital, and to create a new sociaK order 
more in harmony with the needs of the day, 
it is necessary to adopt a more advanced 
method of struggle, a method by which the 
proletariat and people of Bolivia can win 
political power. And the best method to 
this end is armed struggle in the form of 
guerrilla warfare. 

The Partido Obrero Revolucionario 
CPOR -- Revolutionary Workers party, the 
Bolivian section of the Fourth Interna- 
tional] was the first to indicate lthis 
method of struggle to themasses. 

Today, the revolutionary struggle 
of the Bolivian working masses is ex- 
pressed in the guerrilla activity of the 
brave fighters of fiancahuazb. Today, the 
guerrillas are emerging as the leadership 
of a nation oppressed by imperialism, as 
those who most authentically represent 
the masses and their needs. 

The guerrilla struggle has begun! 
And with it has begun the final battle 
which will smash the pro-imperialist re- 
gime in Bolivia. The task of the revolu- 
tionaries is to sharpen this struggle, to 
defend it, and extend it valiantly with- 
out vacillation or fear. 

The guerrillas are our most reso- 
lute class brothers; they are fighting 
for us, for the entire people. However, 
there are many who do not understand 
their cause or their objectives. The dic- 
tatorial military government is mounting 
a full-scale campaign of slander against 
the revolutionary patriots of hcahuazb. 
Imperialism, for its part, wants to pre- 
sent a distorted view of the guerrilla 
struggle to international public opinion. 

To set the record straight, the La 
Paz Regional Committee of the POR puts in 
your hands, comrade worker, peasant, high- 
school student, university student, em- 
ployee, intellectual, this work on the 
guerrillas and their obdectives by the 
party's general secretary, Comrade Hugo 
GonzQlez Moscoso. 

La Paz, May 1967 

ALL THE PEOPLF: TO THE SIDE OF THE GUERRILLAS 

We wholeheartedly salute t guer- PCB [Partido Communista de Bolivial, the 
rillas of NancahuazG! In the mids f the appearance of the guerrillas in the south- 
demoralization of the vacillators and the east of the country is the proper response 
opportunism of the parasites, and when to the crimes of the "gorilla" dictators. 
the military repression, after filling The guerrillas are a trumpet call t o  bat- 
the concentration camps in the eastern tle and a light on the path the Bo.Livian 
jungles, has outlawed the POR and the masses must follow to shake o f f  the yoke 
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of their oppressors and exploiters. 

mad adventure and still less a mechanical 
and artificial transposition of the Cuban 
guerrilla experience. While there is no 
doubt that the victorious armed struggle 
of the Sierra Maestra, which buried the 
revisionism of the partisans of a "modus 
vivendi" with imperialism and "peaceful 
roads to socialism," was one of the most 
valuable lessons of the Cuban revolution, 
the guerrilla movement has emerged in Bo- 
livia as the natural culmination of the 
country's internal political process. 

The guerrilla movement is not a 

The armed struggle is not alien to 
the Bolivian people; to the contrary, it 
represents the conclusion which the peo- 
ple have drawn from the present objective 
reality. 

climactic moments in which these masses 
have risen in arms to break their oppres- 
sive chains. The guerrilla movement of 
the War of Independence, of the Padillas, 
Juana Azurduy, the Lanzas, the Mendez 
Mutiny, the Thesis of Pulacayo with its 
Armed Committees, the Ninth of April [the 
revolutionary nationalist uprising of 
1952 which put Paz Estenssoro in power] 
with its armed trade-union militia make 
up the historical legacy belonging to the 
guerrillas of Rancahuazb. 

Symbolically, the geographic scene 
of their activity is the same as that in 
which Juana Azurduy and Manuel Asencio 
Padilla waged a victorious guerrilla war 
against the Spanish royal armies in the 
second decade of the past century. 

years have forced the Bolivian people to 
return to this historical tradition. The 
fiancahuazfi guerrillas thus express the 
people's general inclinations and are 
their most authentic spokesmen. 

The resolve to turn to armed 
struggle ripened by a slow process in the 
consciousness of the workers and the peo- 
ple. These last fifteen years are witness 
to how the workers, the peasants, the in- 
tellectuals, the workers and peoples par- 
ties, in sum, the entire Bolivian people, 
have fought to improve their living con- 
ditions, to deliver the country from de- 
pendency and backwardness. 

and student congresses have petitioned 
and formulated plans and programs. More- 
over, the mobilized masses have lent 
their support and their force to one 
bourgeois leadership after the other in 
the hope that they would use their power 
to realize their desires and aspirations 
for progress. But the masses were always 
cheated. The social, economic, and polit- 
ical conquests gained at the cost of sac- 

Bolivian history records those 

The experiences of the last fifteen 

Numerous working-class, peasant, 

rifices, at the moment of truth, turned 
into nothing more than pompous, lyrical 
declarations. 

prove the lives of the peasant masses who 
remain poverty-stricken with the lowest 
per capita annual income in Latin America. 
The nationalization of the mines, by way 
of a peculiar desire to create a "strong 
bourgeoisie" in Bolivia, served to enrich 
a caste. 

Instead of national independence, 
finance capital returned to take over the 
oil and the gold. Imperialist agents in- 
filtrated every institution, from the 
cabinet on down -- the army, education, 
and all administrative and economic ac- 
tivities in the country. Hundreds of 
spies from the so-called Peace Corps, 
and military, banking, agricultural, min- 
ing, and cultural commissions hold sway 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. 

The agrarian reform did not im- 

When the masses, realizing how they 
had been defrauded, became restless and 
demanded thoroughgoing solutions and a com- 
plete change in their way of life, their 
flatterers became their hangmen; and the 
workers' every petition and mobilization 
was answered with open repression. But 
the jailing of the workers' leaders, the 
imprisoning of the Trotskyist and Commu- 
nist leaders, did not end the economic 
crisis; it did not make unemployment dis- 
appear; it did not feed the people. 

This aggravated crisis brought the 
military to power. A military government 
came to the fore to crush the people. And 
its inability to solve the problems of 
the workers and of the nation led it to 
massacre the miners in the Siglo Veinte 
Mine, to bomb and machine-gun Milluni and 
the heights of La Paz, to confiscate 
trade-union property and to decertify the 
unions. 

Instead of giving the people more 
bread, the military government cut wages 
and salaries. But -- in return for re- 
ducing the people's food ration -- the 
military raised their own salaries by 
more than three hundred percent. 

With the military dictatorship, 
imperialist oppression became more acute. 
As a consequence, the last vestiges of 
freedom and democracy disappeared for the 
masses and their partisans. But, far from 
containing the economic crisis, the capit- 
ulation to imperialism, the destruction 
of the unions, unemployment, and finally 
the "outlawing" of the POR and the PCB 
only accentuated it. The military govern- 
ment with its terroristic methods cannot 
resolve even the least of these problems; 
and chaos and bankruptcy continue to 
mount. 



The Guerrilla Movement 
Is the Way to Save Bolivia 

The guerrillas have come to the 
fore to put an end to this situation and 
to open up a new road, the true road, to 
progress for the country. 

The normal, legal methods of strug- 
gle have become ineffective in the face 
of military terror. Present conditions 
have made armed struggle in the form of 
guerrilla warfare a necessity. The mili- 
tary dictatorship has barred all demo- 
cratic roads and forced the emergence of 
guerrilla warfare. This is the incontro- 
vertible truth of the matter. 

When trade unions are being broken 
and unionized workers massacred, when 
union leaders and revolutionary militants 
are being jailed and persecuted, and when 
the workers' every petition or action is 
met with armed force or jail, that means 
that there is no room for legal and demo- 
cratic methods of struggle. 

It is the military dictatorship 
which has put itself outside the law and 
forced the people to take up arms. The 
military government alone, the lackey of 
imperialism, is responsible f o r  the guer- 
rilla war! 

The masses have learned from their 
daily experience that armed rebellion is 
now necessary to oust the military dicta- 
torship, to break the yoke of imperialism, 
and then to create a state of the workers 
and the people. The people have seen 
clearly the inability of the bourgeoisie 
and imperialism to promote development. 
The meetin s of ministers [of the Ameri- 
can states?, the OAS [Organization of 
American States], the ECIA [Economic Com- 
mission for Latin America], the summit 
meetings of the [Western Hemisphere] 
presidents, the Alliance for Progress, 
all the different kinds of economic plans, 
have failed disastrously and become noth- 
ing more than smokescreens to hide the 
dramatic and agonizing reality in Latin 
America and in Bolivia. 

All these bodies have been study- 
ing the Bolivian crisis for twenty years. 
There is no lack of plans, programs, in- 
quiries, etc. Bolivia has been studied 
from every angle, but the imperialists 
and their lackeys have never found a rem- 
edy for its backwardness. 
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The reason for this is quite simple 
-- the only cure for the ills of Bolivia, 
its backwardness, dependence, and poverty 
is socialism; and this medicine is poison 
to the Yankee exploiters and their na- 
tional bourgeois counterparts. 

It is natural, then, for the peo- 
ple to have lost confidence in the plans 
of the imperialists and the semicolonial 

bourgeoisies and in their organizations 
and bodies. After long experience, no one 
can hope any longer that the exploiters 
will change and become sensitive to the 
needs of those they exploit; the most the 
exploiters can do is cover themselves with 
empty, demagogic verbiage. 

Barrientos speaks of developing a 
dialogue with the people; but for him 
development is capitulation to imperialism 
and his dialogue is directed to the oli- 
garchies and the agents of imperialism. 
He speaks of concord and peace among Bo- 
livians but at the same time he persecutes, 
jails, and slaughters the people. We saw 
the dialogue Barrientos is offering when 
the army moved into the Siglo Veinte, and 
the peace he offers is the peace of the 
grave, as it was for the construction 
worker Adrian Arce and the POR miner lead- 
er CBsar Lora, who was murdered by a pis- 
tol shot in the head. 

We have seen it also in the peace 
of the prisons of San Pedro, Puerto Rico, 
Huaragoys , Pekin, Madidi , Ixiamas , Ulla 
Ulla, where the revolutionary opponents 
of his antinational and antiproletarian 
regime are confined; and in the outlawing 
of the POR and the PCB. The entire Bolivi- 
an people condemn and reject such dialogues 
and such a peace! 

The Guerrillas Are Sons of the PeopLe 

It is through this conviction that 
the people, the great majority making up 
the nation, have come to the belief that 
armed struggle -- guerrilla war -- is the 
true way and that it is the solution to 
this situation here and now. The guerrilla 
movement thus has issued from the needs of 
the people itself and from out of the 
depths of the people. 

The most resolute and valiant sons 
of the Bolivian people are fighting in 
the mountains of fiancahuazd -- the miners 
who were driven fzom the mines and con- 
demned to starve; the factory and construc- 
tion workers who saw their wages cut and 
their rights abolished; the peasants who 
in their humble huts waited in vain f o r  
progress and saw the agrarian reform be- 
come a cwel farce; the young unemployed 
professionals who chose to sacrifice them- 
selves for the fatherland rather than emi- 
grate; the students whose hopes have been 
frustrated by the crisis and by unemploy- 
ment. 

These sons of Bolivia, the sons of 
miners, factory workers, peasants, and 
professionals, are called "foreign mer- 
cenaries" by the military dictatorship. 
We reject this insult to the patriotic 
sons of the people! It is the Yankee 
spies, fauned on in every government of- 
fice from the palace down, who are the 
mercenaries. 
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Barrientos' g o r i l l a s  have whipped 
up a fu l l - sca le  sensation around three 
jou rna l i s t s ,*  but they keep t h e i r  mouths 
shut about the a r r i v a l  of Yankee mi l i t a ry  
o f f i ce r s  and FBI agents. The foreign mer- 
cenaries a re  the Argentine, U.S. and Bra- 
z i l i a n  mi l i ta ry  o f f i ce r s  who, i n  com- 
p l e t e  v io l a t ion  of national sovereignty, 
have, i n  f a c t ,  replaced the inept Mi l i -  
t a r y  High Command and the government 
i t s e l f !  The mercenaries a re  those who 
t r a i l  behind t h e i r  imper ia l i s t  master 
and have converted B o l i v i a  i n t o  a j a i l  
f o r  Bolivians. 

What Are the Guerril las Fighting For? 

The objectives which the guer r i l -  
l a s  seek are c l e a r  and requi re  no spec ia l  
explanation. Issuing from out o f  the peo- 
p le  i t s e l f ,  they seek t o  put an end t o  
the regime characterized by soc ia l  in- 
j u s t i c e ,  absence of  democratic freedoms 
and guarantees, and imper i a l i s t  oppres- 
sion o f  the nation. 

The g u e r r i l l a  struggle takes i t s  
insp i r a t ion  from the asp i ra t ions  o f  the 
people and the workers, f rom a l l  of the 
demands o f  the miners, students,  and 
teachers which up t o  now have met only 
w i t h  a v io len t  and negative response f rom 
the mi l i t a ry  d ic ta torsh ip .  

Conduct o f  the Mili tary Dictatorship 

The response of the g o r i l l a s  t o  
the presence of g u e r r i l l a s  i n  fiancahuazb 
has been the same as t h e i r  previous re- 
sponse t o  the p e t i t i o n s  of the workers: 
terrorism, deception, and l i e s .  Far f rom 
giving any thought t o  the soc ia l  and 
economic causes of the g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t y ,  
the mi l i t a ry  clique lashed out v io l en t ly  
against  the people. 

dozens of trade-union leaders  and revclu- 
t i ona r i e s  have been arrested.  The concen- 
t r a t i o n  camps i n  the eas te rn  jungles a re  
f u l l  o f  POR, PCB, and P R I N  [Partido Revo- 
lucionario de Izquierda Nacionalista, the 
l e f t  sp l i t -of f  from the former ru l ing  
Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionariol 
members and leaders ,  o f  miner and student 
1 e ader s . 

I n  the c i t i e s  and i n  the mines, 

I n  the countryside, the bureaucrat- 
i c  henchmen of the d ic ta torsh ip  have un- 
leashed a re ign  o f  t e r r o r  and already 
many peasants have f a l l e n  victim t o  it. 

Argentinian, and Brazil ian o f f i c e r s  a re  
displaying criminal f e r o c i t y  against  a 
handful of Bolivian p a t r i o t s ;  3,000 in- 
fantrymen, heavy a r t i l l e r y ,  f i g h t e r  

I n  the g u e r r i l l a  zone, the Yankee, 

* Rdgis Debray, George Andrew Roth and 
Carlos Albert0 Fructuoso. -- W.O. 

planes and bombers, parashoot troops, the 
D I C  CDirecci6n Investigaci6n Criminal, the 
sec re t  p o l i t i c a l  police1 and the National 
Guard w i t h  t r a ined  dogs have been thrown 
against  the gue r r i l l a s .  

Daily, the woods, p l a ins  and se t -  
tlements a re  being fur ious ly  and ind is -  
criminately bombed and machine-gunned. 
Napalm, provided by American a id ,  i s  be- 
ing  dumped on farmers, small ranchers, 
and humble peasants. The v i l l a g e s  of Ca- 
m i r i ,  Lagunillas, Muyupampa, and Montea- 
gudo a re  l i v i n g  i n  anguish as a r e s u l t  of 
the a t t i t u d e  taken by the m i l i t a r y  bul- 
l i e s .  

supporters a r e  taken pr i soner ,  many of 
whom "commit suicide" a f t e r  hor r ib le  to r -  
t u re .  

of the Yankee, Argentinian, and Brazil ian 
mercenaries, as well as the Bolivian trai- 
t o r s ,  stands i n  cont ras t  t o  the humane 
conduct of the g u e r r i l l a s ,  who c a l l  f o r  
surrender first and f i r e  only i n  s e l f -  
defense, and who t r e a t  t h e i r  prisoners 
well and s e t  them f r e e  a f t e r  giving them 
medical treatment. 

D a y  a f t e r  day, presumed g u e r r i l l a  

This s o r t  of behavior on the p a r t  

&us, the casua l t i e s  which occur 
i n  the g u e r r i l l a  zone a re  the sole re- 
spons ib i l i t y  of the m i l i t a r y  d i c t a to r sh ip  
and i t s  g o r i l l a  mercenaries. 

It Is Our Duty 
t o  Support the Guerr i l las  

The g u e r r i l l a s '  cause i s  the  cause 
of every Bolivian. The g u e r r i l l a s  a re  
nothing more than the f igh t ing  arm of the  
people, t h e i r  weapon t o  curb those who 
s ta rve  the masses, t o  check the murderers 
of Arce and Lora, the butchers of  Siglo 
Veinte, Milluni, the heights of La Paz, 
the mass murderers of 1965, those re- 
sponsible f o r  B o l i v i a ' s  backwardness and 
w a n t ,  as well as f o r  the wage cu t s  -- and 
those who are s e l l i n g  t h e i r  country and 
de l iver ing  it over t o  the voracious appe- 
t i t e  o f  imperialism. 

The g u e r r i l l a s  represent every Bo- 
l i v i a n ,  every sec tor  of the population, 
because t h e i r  struggle i s  a l l  Bol iv ia ' s  
struggle . 

But the  people's support must be 
organized and coordinated. The g rea t e s t  
nelp we can give t o  the g u e r r i l l a s  i s  t o  
advance the struggles of the  urban masses, 
the masses of the miners, the masses of 
the workers i n  general, as well as the 
masses o f  students and peasants, f o r  t h e i r  
own demands. 

O n w a r d  with the smuggle t o  regain 
possession of the mines! Onward w i t h  the 
struggle f o r  a general increase i n  wages! 
Onward with the struggle of the teachers,  
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university and high-school students, and 
the peasants! Onward with the struggle 
for democratic rights and for the release 
of the prisoners! The guerrillas are sup- 
porting the people's struggle arms in 
hand! Mobilize against the military dic- 
tatorship and the gorilla mercenaries! 

All revolutionaries must unite to 
strengthen the powerful Left Front. The 
underground committees and armed militia 
must reappear in the unions; and the most 
audacious union leaders must be brought 
to the fore. 

In this mighty process, the trade 
unions must be reorganized, from the 
rank-and-file level to the leadership of 
the COB [Central Obrera Boliviana, the 
Bolivian trade-union federation], bring- 
ing forward elements whose stature is 
equal to the level of the armed struggle 
begun by the guerrillas. The masses must 
start from the level to which their gains 
and their experiences of the most recent 
years have brought them. 

The Guerrillas Will. Triump& 

The people are invincible and the 
guerrillas, who constitute the armed ex- 

pression of the people, will triumph. The 
weaknesses of imperialism and the puppet 
government are apparent; already signs of 
crisis and demoralization are appearing 
in the Military High Command, the officers 
and the ranks. The hybrid cabinet of Bar- 
rientos, the Bolivian Cao Ky,  is tottering. 
Nothing but the pressure of the American 
embassy has prevented the army and the gov- 
ernment from cracking before now. A section 
of the army has called for Barrientos' res- 
ignation and demands an exclusively mili- 
tary cabinet. 

This  crisis, suppressed today, will 
soon ripen and explode. The guerrilla war 
and mass struggle will shatter every bar- 
rier and apparatus of repression, and at 
last Bolivia will be free and find the 
path of development which will lead it to 
the creation of a new workers society 
without exploiters. 

Political Bureau of the POR 

Boliviari Section of the 
Fourth International 

May 1967 

BOLIVIAN STUDENTS DECLARE UNIVERSITY "FREE TERRITORY" 

The proclamation of the tin miners 
at Oruro and Huanuni, stating that the 
region constitutes "free territory,'' was 
answered by dictator Barrientos in his 
customary manner. He sent in troops. 
Shooting began June 24 and unofficial 
figures put the toll at 21 dead and 70 
wounded. 

vi and Siglo Veinte mines downed tools. 
The workers at the San Jos6, Huanuni and 
Potosi mines held meetings to 
what action they would take. 

not seem to have succeeded in "pacifying" 
the Bolivian people. On June 29 the stu- 
dents at Santa Clara held an animated 
meeting that ended with them declaring 
their university "free territory." 

the withdrawal of the troops from the 
mining centers, an end to the state of 
siege, and an increase in the miners' 
wages which were slashed by Barrientos. 

and his minister of government Arguedas 
hand in their resignations. 

street demonstration in which they made 
speeches and distributed leaflets calling 

On June 26 the miners at the Cata- 

The occupation of the mines does 

I 

During the meeting they demanded 

They also demanded that Barrientos 

The students then organized a 

for a struggle to overthrow the govern- 
ment. They marched to the local head- 
quarters of the Partido Revolucionario 
Authtico but were met by police who 
broke up the demonstration through the 
use of tear gas and fire hoses. 

The military regime appeared to be- 
coming rattled by these events. On July 4 
the Ongania government in Argentina leaked 
to the press that it had turned down "for 
the time being" a request from Barrientos 
for Argentinian troops to be used against 
the guerrillas who have been operating in 
southeast Bolivia. The news that Barrien- 
tos was seeking foreign troops to bolster 
his regime created a sensation in Latin 
America. It showed how shaky the general 
himself estimates his regime to be. 

As an excuse for appealing for 
foreign troops, Barrientos is alleging 
that Che Guevara is the leader of the 
guerrilla front. The July 5 New York Times 
said that Barrientos had "resurrected" the 
"legend" of Che Guevara being in Bolivia. 
"he Paris daily Le Monde has reported that 
RBgis Debray's lawyer was the first to put 
the report into circulation. 

be congratulated for providing a beauti- 
ful example of the terror the very name 
of Che Guevara strikes in the heart of a 
typical Latin-American dictator. 

Whatever the facts, Barrientos can 
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FIRST gALANCE SHEET OF THE MIDDLE-EAST CONFLICT 

[The following is the text of a 
resolution on the Middle-East conflict 
adopted June 28 by the United Secretar- 
iat of the Fourth International, the 
world party of socialist revolution 
founded by Leon Trotsky.] 

* * *  

(1) The crisis in the Middle East 
has served to demonstrate once again the 
explosive nature of the world situation. 
While imperialism pursued its criminal 
war in Vietnam, a limited war broke out 
in another epicenter where international 
contradictions converge, bearing with it 
the danger of becoming transformed into a 
major conflict. At the same time, other 
epicenters in other parts of the world 
are rumbling, particularly in Latin Amer- 
ica where the potential for an explosion 
is building up day by day, 

For the past twenty years the Mid- 
dle East has been kept in turmoil by an 
almost uninterrupted succession of doples- 
tic and international crises. At bottom 
this is due, whether directly or indirect- 
ly, to the presence of imperialism, which 
is exploiting the enormous resources of 
this region and seeking to maintain its 
position at any price. The Arab masses, 
in return, bled by the foreign exploiters 
and the indigenous ruling classes and 
layers, linking up with the historic wave 
of the colonial revolution, have mobi- 
lized in impetuous movements that have 
already brought about important changes 
in the traditional structures despite the 
limitations and contradictions featuring 
the leaderships in the forefront at vari- 
ous stages. 

It is in this context that the 
existence and the role of the State of 
Israel must be considered. Set up by Zion- 
ism and imperialism at the expense of the 
Palestinian Arabs, this creation exploit- 
ed the sentiments and aspirations of 
broad layers of Jews, the victims 3f the 
barbarous anti-Semitic persecution which 
raged repeatedly in the so-called civi- 
lized countries of Europe. 

In view of its social and politi- 
cal structure, the origin and ideology of 
its ruling groups, its international ties, 
the State of Israel inevitably introduced 
an element of permanent antagonism in the 
Middle East. Imperialism has profited 
from this, exploiting the resulting weak- 
ening of the Arab movement and the pos- 
sibility of propagandizing ideological 
themes that might have an impact on wide 
sectors of world opinion. At the same 
,time, the question of Israel provided a 
channel for the reactionary Arab ruling 
classes  i n  diver t ing the hate of the 
masses who were beginning to rebel against 

the exploitation of which they were vic- 
tim. 

In the glaring light cast by the 
events of 1956, all possibility of doubt 
was removed as to the actual role of the 
State of Israel, the ally of French and 
British imperialism in their adventure 
to regain the Suez Canal after it was 
nationalized by the progressive Egyptian 
government. 

A correct appreciation of the re- 
cent events and the attitude which the 
revolutionary movement ought to adopt 
cannot be gained without understanding 
the essential facts about the class 
nature of the countries involved in the 
crisis and the international meaning of 
their respective actions. The fundamental 
feature of the June 1967 conflict was the 
confrontation between a capitalist state 
with very specific sociological and ideo- 
logical traits, integrated in the imperi- 
alist system on a regional and world 
scale, and an ensemble of Countries of 
colonial and semicolonial structure, in 
which the most dynamic element was repre- 
sented by states that had at different 
stages adopted spectacular anti-imperial- 
ist measures. 

The imperialist forces, welded 
into an international united front that 
included even the dregs of traditional 
anti-Semitism, utilized the occasion to 
deliver a blow to the Arab states, par- 
ticularly Egypt and Syria, in order to 
force back the freedom movement and post- 
pone the settling of accounts in certain 
crucial instances. The camouflage for 
this was propaganda designed to obscure 
the primary significance of the conflict. 

it useful in diverting attention from the 
war in Vietnam, the most recent phases of 
which had profoundly moved world opinion 
and touched off unprecedented demonstra- 
tions in the European capitalist countries 
and the United States. A certain success 
in this was registered -- not only did 
divisions occur in the pro-Vietnam move- 
ment, bur new attacks against the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam failed to pro- 
voke the countering response that would 
normally have followed; and in a whole 
series of countries a very dangerous hys- 
teria was to be noted in which fear over 
the fate of Israel merged with the revenge- 
ful mood of former colonialists against 
the peoples engaged in the colonial rev- 
olution. 

In this context it is the duty of 

Washington in particular also found 

the Fourth International to state its at- 
titude with complete frankness -- we stand 
on the side of the Arab masses and the 
Arab countries against the Zionist state 



of Israel and its imperialist partners 
and masters. 

-664- 

Vietnam, would do so in the Middle East 
under less favorable conditions). 

(2) Analysis of the events shows 
unquestionably that the Tel Aviv govern- 
ment took the initiative in opening fire, 
thereby assuring itself probably a deci- 
sive advantage on the military level. But 
even before the outbreak of hostilities, 
several episodes indicated that Israel 
was getting ready to strike at her neigh- 
bors. Various factors contributed in this 
direction -- growing economic difficul- 
ties, the gradual consolidation in Syria 
of a government in the vanguard of the 
progressive Arab movement, the pressure 
and concern of the oil companies who be- 
came more and more worried about main- 
taining their positions. 

It is likewise probable that the 
ruling circles in Tel Aviv felt that the 
international context was definitely more 
favorable than in 1956 and they could 
count on the Soviet Union not intervening 
directly in the conflict in any way. 

The problem arises, however, of 
explaining why Nasser, for his part, ac- 
cepted the perspective of a test of force 
under the given conditions and conse- 
quently undertook measures, including 
those dealing with the Strait of Tiran 
which on the face of it involved the risk 
of a military confrontation. 

'Phe hypothesis that at bottom it 
was due to pressure exercised by the So- 
viet Union with the aim of engaging the 
United States on a new front in order to 
establish a basis for overall negotia- 
tions has not been confirmed by the 
events. In the diplomatic phase following 
the cease-fire, the USSR did seek to 
place all the problems on the table; but 
it is clear that the outcome of the con- 
flict in the Middle East weakened the 
position of the USSR, and, in addition, 
in view of the fact that they had no in- 
tention of becoming directly engaged, the 
Soviet leaders could have had no doubts 
about this even if they did not foresee 
such a quick conclusion. Nasser himself 
in announcing his resignation revealed 
that Moscow, while sounding the alarm at 
the beginning over the threat to Syria, 
intervened later in the direction of 
"moderation. 'I 

In addition, it can be gathered 
from the official Nasserite explanations, 
aside from their apologetic character, 
that the Arab leaders, particularly the 
Egyptians, were under no delusion, es- 
sentially, in their estimate of the Is- 
raeli reaction (no one could seriously 
envisage the possibility of 'Pel Aviv 
swallowing the blow struck at Aqaba 
without replying) or in their interpre- 
tation of the attitude of the USSR (it 
was difficult to believe that Moscow, 
which had not become directly engaged in 

It was particularly in their esti- 
mate of the relationship of forces on the 
military level that the Nasserite group 
made a very grave error. In counting on 
the way the army and the air force had 
been strengthened and in underestimating 
the forces of the enemy (and likewise, 
no doubt, the negative consequences of 
the engagement in Yemen), the Nasserites 
thought they could reverse the situations 
of 1948 and 1956, or at least sustain a 
prolonged war which, accompanied by guer- 
rilla struggle and a people's war in cer- 
tain zones, would effectively constitute 
a major danger for Israel. A test of a 
few days duration was sufficient to show 
how mistaken these calculations were. 

( 3 )  The immediate causes of the 
Arab defeat were thus rooted in a false 
estimate of the relationship of forces 
and, fundamentally, in a military inferi- 
ority that was expressed, among other 
things, by the technical errors indicated 
by Nasser himself. No one can point to 
any crisis in the relations between the 
regime and the masses that might have 
flared during the conflict and provoked 
the disintegration of the army. No source 
has adduced the least evidence of this 
kind; and the masses, in addition, dis- 
played their support to Nasser at the 
most crucial moment. 

But the military weakness, in the 
final analysis, has political roots. At 
bottom what was involved were the intrin- 
sic limitations and contradictions of a 
regime which is still based much more on 
the passive and controlled support of the 
masses than on their active, democratic 
mobilization, and which above all has 
maintained to a large degree the politi- 
cal and administrative structures of the 
past, featured by extreme bureaucratiza- 
tion and immense corruption. It is these 

e precisely, which are at the 
e ineffectiveness of a mili- 

tary apparatus that despite the efforts 
of a decade and considerable foreign aid 
once again proved inadequate when the 
test came in the field. 

The political causes on an inter- 
national scale are not less important. 
The Arab countries are deeply divided and 
this division, behind the facade of a 
"sacred union," once again operated in 
favor of the Israelis and the imperial- 
ists. Certain countries did not budge, 
limiting themselves to verbal demonstra- 
tions of solidarity, while the united 
front which Nasser established with Jor- 
dan, severely criticized by the Syrians 
and Algerians? proved completely sterile 
in practice since it did not serve to 
distract the concentration of enemy ef- 
forts against Egypt or to avoid the im- 
mediate collapse of the Jordanian forces. 
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(Only King Hussein seems, for the time 
being, to have profited from this pact, 
succeeding in retaining his throne, which 
would probably have been impossible with- 
out the cover of the alliance with Nas- 
ser. ) 

'phe refusal of certain countries 
to prolong the oil blockade after the 
cease-fire provided further confirmation 
of the precarious nature of the Arab bloc 
and signified an additional weakening of 
the positions of the most progressive 
governments. 

The Arab countries found out, in 
addition, that the bureaucratic leader- 
ship of the USSR, whose acts are deter- 
mined essentially by its conservative 
interests and the ramifications of its 
concept of "peaceful coexistence," is 
not at all inclined to run risks. In 
the current situation in the Middle East, 
the bureaucracy is anxious above all to 
avoid a direct confrontation with the 
United States, !This anxiety, which led 
to panic at the crucial moment, induced 
the Kremlin to associate itself shame- 
fully with the June 7 UN decision which 
in reality sanctioned the Israeli vic- 
tory, showing the solemn declarations of 
the top Moscow figures to be nothing but 
propaganda. 

No matter how the political and 
diplomatic situation evolves -- and for 
obvious reasons the progressive Arab 
states cannot envisage a rupture with 
Moscow -- the prestige of the USSR has 
suffered a very grave blow. Class- 
conscious militants and vanguard layers 
will be more and more inclined to ques- 
tion the fundamental line of the Soviet 
leadership and its willingness to reply 
effectively to imperialism. 

can gain despite the fact that China is 
in no condition to intervene in a deci- 
sive way and the fact that its capacity 
to act is seriously limited by its policj 
of rejecting a united front against im- 
perialism a priori. 

(4) The war in the Middle East 
undoubtedly strengthened the State of Is- 
rael and enabled imperialism to score 
some gains. The Arab states emerged from 
the test with greatly weakened or disorga- 
nized armies and with very grave losses, 
They face the perspective of a long peri- 
od of difficult military and economic re- 
construction. 

Tendencies oriented toward Peking 

But in recognizing this fact, it 
must not be forgotten that in the near 
and even immediate future, Israel must 
face some acute problems arising from her 
expansion and some difficult political 
situations -- both abroad and at home -- 
without mentioning the fact that its in- 
habitants have not ended the nightmare of 

another clash with the crushing superi- 
ority of forces held by the Arab coun- 
tries. 

As for American imperialism, it 
will have to pay a high price f o r  the 
limited success that was gained. Even 
leaving aside the economic repercussions 
of the blocking of the Suez Canal and the 
supply of oil, the imperialists must post 
against their account the increasingly 
bitter hate of the Arab masses, who have 
gained still clearer understanding of the 
imperialist role and the need for iEi strug- 
gle to the end against it. 'phis factor 
will have extensive influence on develop- 
ments in the Middle East. 

'phis is all the more so inasmuch 
as the military defeat did not involve 
demoralization and demobilization of the 
masses up to now. On the contrary, in a 
series of countries, and Egypt in the 
first place, the masses responded ,with a 
new wave of radicalization which was sym- 
bolized by the demonstrations in Cairo in 
support of Nasser against the forces de- 
manding his departure. 

cut the links between the Nasserite re- 
gime and the masses. At the decisive mo- 
ment, the resigning president was able to 
count on a mobilization of wide extent in 
contrast to what happened upon the down- 
fall of other Bonapartist leaders brought 
down by their adversaries without the 
masses reacting or reacting very little. 
It would be an error, however, to under- 
estimate the difficulties in store for 
the future, including those following a 
"cooler" appreciation of the consequences 
of the defeat. 

Arab movement will not fail to seriously 
ponder the experiences it has undergone. 
In the phase now opening, the domestic 
problems of reconstruction in particular 
will be on the agenda, and in the pro- 
gressive countries, especially in Egypt 
and Syria, there will be the danger of a 
counterattack by the partisans of the 
former regime. 

'The correct response will not be 
limited to defending the status quo, to 
supporting the existing regimes, but must 
be conducted by working out a political 
course aimed at surmounting the limita- 
tions and contradictions of the present 
leaderships and regimes and at assuring 
the complete elimination of the vestiges 
of imperialist domination and settling 
accounts with the national bourgeoisies 
as classes. 

A prime necessity is to establish 
state structures qualitatively different 
from those of the former regime and ca- 
pable of really guaranteeing all the 
democratic rights of the masses, who must 

(5) The military defeat did not 

In any case, the revolutionary 



-666- 

be in position to directly control and 
manage the property confiscated from the 
imperialists and the indigenous ruling 
classes. In other words, objectively the 
problem is the consistent socialist de- 
velopment of the revolutionary movement 
in Egypt, in Syria, and also in the coun- 
tries where the task still remains to 
sweep aside the most reactionary layers 
closely linked to imperialism in the de- 
fense of their monstrous privileges. 

Arab revolutionists must pose the strug- 
gle against the State of Israel in cor- 
rect terms, opposing any chauvinist dis- 
tortions or manifestations along the 
line of a "holy war." The State of Israel 
must be combated because of its Zionist 
nature and its role as an instrument of 
imperialism, which is the enemy No. 1. 
It is necessary to reject any political 
or propagandistic orientation that re- 
verses the order of things, seeking t o  
justify the struggle against the imperi- 
alists essentially because of the aid 
they provide to Israel. 

lution, in general, can only be that of a 
very hard and prolonged struggle which 
will probably take the most diverse forms, 
ranging from new military conflicts be- 
tween states to guerrilla actions and a . 
genuine people's war. "hat is why it is 
imperative to draw all the lessons of 
June 1967. 

victory still retards the political and 
ideological maturing of the Israeli 
masses, they will come to realize in the 
final analysis that maintenance of a 
Zionist state, integrated in the imperi- 
alist system, within the framework of an 
Arab world in full transformation, con- 
stitutes a blind alley for them. Even in 
the near future they will be able to ob- 
serve that the war did not resolve the 
economic difficulties and that the conse- 
quences of this thrust to the right which 
the conflict accentuated injures them. 

must admit that the problem exists of 
Jewish masses living in the Middle East 
and who cannot be denied the elementary 
rights belonging to every nationality. 
But a condition for such recognition is 
that the Jewish masses in Israel do not 
identify their fate with that of the Zion- 
ist state. 

On 811 international level, the 

The perspective of the Arab revo- 

(7) Even if the euphoria of the 

Sooner or later the Arab movement 

The Arab masses have struggled and 
will legitimately continue to struggle in 
the future against the Zionist state -- 
which from the very fact that it is based 
on the right of unlimited immigration 
necessarily operates in an expansionist 
direction at the expense of the Arab pop- 
ulation in Palestine and the neighboring 
regions as has occurred in the past and 

as is the case at present. 

change radically the day the Jewish masses 
in Palestine free themselves from Zionism, 
rejecting it as the doctrine at the heart 
of their state organization, struggling 
against their own capitalism -- whatever 
its specific social and ideological nature -- and joining in the common struggle of 
the peoples of the Middle East agai:nst 
imperialism. This is the way in which the 
premises for solidarity and col1abo:ration 
between the Israeli masses and the Arab 
peoples can be established. 

also involves the right of self-determina- 
tion f o r  the Israeli masses, it is pos- 
sible to find a solution which will per- 
mit coexistence and collaboration between 
the Arab states, including a Palestinian 
Arab state, if the interested populations 
wish to establish it, and the Jewish na- 
tional community now in Palestine. 

For us the present task is not to 
take up the question of the state struc- 
ture such a national community would have. 
For our part we believe that a genuinely 
independent state would scarcely be viable 
and that it would thus be preferable to 
envisage particular forms of autonow with- 
in the framework of a wider state forma- 
tion which would obviously have an Arab 
majority. It is clear that this perspec- 
tive can be realized only as imperialism 
is driven out of the Middle East, capital- 
ism overturned in the Arab countries and 
the working-class and peasant masses of 
this area of the world move jointly toward 
the construction of socialism. 

(8) In the conflict that has con- 
tinued on the political and diplomatic 
level since the June 7 cease-fire, the 
Fourth International reaffirms its aoli- 
darity with the Arab countries against 
the State of Israel. The Fourth Interna- 
tional is struggling in particular for 
the achievement of the following immediate 
or short-range objectives: 

armies to their bases of departure and 
the reestablishment of the lines of the 
armistice of 1949. 

(b) The immediate return of the 
refugees to their homes, with full com- 
pensation for the damages inflicted on 
them as victims in the recent war. 

(c) An effective solution of the 
problem of the former refugees, to whom 
the opportunity must be given of return- 
ing to their lands, with compensation for 
all damages they have suffered; or, if 
they choose not to return, full compensa- 
tion for their holdings. The right of the 
Arabs of Palestine to self-determination 
must be recognized and translated into 

But the terms of the problem will 

Within this perspective, which 

(a) The withdrawal of the Israeli 
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practice. ply them. 

(d) Effective measures to boycott 
the imperialist powers. The measures 
should likewise be applied to govern- 
ments who oppose them or hesitate to ap- 

(e) Complete solidarity of 1;he 
workers states on the side of the Arab 
countries, including the application of 
boycotts on an economic level. 

THOUSANDS EXECUTED IN GUATEMALAN WITCH-HUNT 

The reports coming out of the un- 
derground in Guatemala of a savage wave 
of repression, undertaken by the Mhdez 
Montenegro government through the use of 
right-wing military terrorist organiza- 
tions, are being confirmed by material 
appearing in the bourgeois press. 

A good example is the account in 
the June 10 London Economist "from a cor- 
respondent in Guatemala City." 

"Since last November, writes the 
Economist's correspondent, the revolution- 
ary guerrilla fighters "have been heavily 
buffeted and thousands of their support- 
ers have been slain in an anti-communist 
'pacification' drive in the dry, hungry 
hillbilly country of the Guatemalan Ori- 
ente . 
zone," continues the correspondent, has 
been carried out in military style by a 
proliferating number of right-wing ter- 
rorist groups. I t  

The line is a thin one between the 
official army and the groups specializing 
in the murder of civilians. "Some of 
these are phantom organizations under 
whose name soldiers in civilian dress 
carry out their more grisly operations." 

the U.S. and the CIA may have a hand in 
the bloody activities: 

"The principal terrorist organisa- 
tion, the White Hand, is a creature of 
the Movimiento de Liberacidn Nacional. In 
1954, the MLN spearheaded the CIA-Qrga- 
nized invasion from Honduras which, with 
the connivance of the Guatemalan military 
high command, overthrew the pro-communist 
regime of Colonel Jacobo Arbenz. 

the Oriente and many of their followers 
have been disappearing into Honduras. A 
new low-range radio station, Radio Ameri- 
ca, based in Honduras has been warning 
peasants of a new invasion with massive 

"5e clean-up of the guerrilla 

There are also indications that 

"Since last July MLN leaders in 

American support. 

Even more concrete is the report 
that "...the White Hand's anti-communist 
vigilantes in the Oriente have received 
roughly 2,000 rifles and machine gims 
whichawere given to the Guatemalan army 
under the American military aid pro- 
gramme. These weapons have been used in 
the slaughter of guerrilla collaborators 
and sympathisers in the towns and vil- 
lages along the Atlantic Highway ..." 

On the actual number of murders 
by the American-armed terrorists, the 
Economist estimates: 

"Since the army began its o.ffen- 
sive, between 40 and 50 of the estimated 
200 to 300 hard-core guerrilla fighters 
have been killed. Army sources have put 
the death roll at roughly 2,000 in the 
eastern departments of Zacapa and .Izabal, 
the central area of rebel activity." 

These figures indicate the massive 
slaughter of civilians being carried out 
by the pro-U.S. army and its terrorist 
collaborators. 

"One foreign missionary priest 
living in the guerrilla zone declared: 
"There is seldom a day when you don't 
see a body floating down the Rio Monta- 
gua. 5 e  killings are always in the coun- 
tryside, never in the town..."' 

The Economist's correspondent 
says that "The surviving rebels have 
withdrawn into a deeper portion of the 
thicket, or into Guatemala City. Cap- 
tured guerrillas in black hoods are now 
accompanying army patrols in order to 
point out men who have collaborated with 
the insurgents and guerrilla camp sites 
and buried arms deposits." 

According to the Economist's Guate- 
malan correspondent, "The violence of re- 
cent months is believed to have claimed 
more lives than all the insurgent activ- 
ity of the past five years." 
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NGZTPEN CAO KY "S!l!EPS DOWN" 

Nguyen Cao Ky's decision June 30 
to "step down" was good for a one-day sen- 
sation in the Weetern press. Whether for 
good or ill, however, Johnsonls favorite 
puppet was not being replaced by anything 
cleaner or dirtier. Instead of "presi- 
dent" in the coming elections, he will 
run o n l y  as "vice-president. 'I Another 
general, Nguyen Van Thieu is to have the 
glory of running for the main post. Mean- 
while he keeps his job as premier. 

scribed as "humiliating" for the blood- 
thirsty killer, whose hero is Hitler, 
was reported to have been the result of 
adroit behind-the-scenes knife work by 
Kyls fellow generals. 

the key decision was made by Ellsworth 
Bunker, the U.S .  ambassador to the puppet 
government. He was "persuaded, says a 
report in the July 1 New York Times, 
"that anything smacking of dishonesty or 
rigging would destroy the elections' ef- 
fectiveness." &om this it can be gath- 
ered that even Johnsonls cronies were 
aghast at Ky's free-wheeling style of 
electioneering. 

gon premier may soon be awarded a conso- 
lation prize that may do much to help 
salve his ruffled feelings. It was an- 
nounced in Washington July 2 that the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff are putting heavy 
pressure on Johnson to escalate the war 
in Vietnam by a minimum of another 70,000 
troops and they would be happier with 

The shift, which was widely de- 

But it was abundantly clear that 

It appears, however, that the Sai- 

100,000. 

But this is precisely what Ky has 
been demanding, although it must be con- 
fessed that the voice coming from his 
throat sounds much more like Gen. West- 
moreland's than his own. 

sources" in Washington, according to the 
July 8 New York Post, "take it for grant- 

In any case, the #'best informed 

\- cop&-.-- 1 -- 
TO GET CONSOLBTION PRIZE? 

ed that the U.S. is going to escalate the 
ground war in Vietnam." 

As part of the routine, Johnson 
scheduled McNamara to make an "inspec- 
tion" visit and decide what the generals 
really need in the way of another levy of 
American conscripts. 

And during his tour, McNamara will, 
naturally, do his best to cheer up the 
humiliated Ky. 

"BOHEMIA" TELLS CUBAN READERS ABOUT HlJGO BLANCO 

To the growing worldwide campaign 
of solidarity with Hugo Blanco has been 
added the voice of Bohemia, the weekly 
magazine published in Havana. Bohemia is 
well known in Latin America f o r  its Cuban 
and world news, special features, docu- 
ments and a variety of historical, cul- 
tural, medical, scientific and other 
material. 

Each of three recent issues of &- 
hemia which have just been received in 

New York carries information about Hugo 
Blanco. The April 14 number, which is 
dedicated to the anniversary of the Playa 
Gir6n victory, reprints in full an arti- 
cle describing the case of the Peruvian 
peasant leader. 

The reprint is from issue No. 81 
of the journal Gente, publiehed in Lima, 
Peru. The account of Blanco's trial at 
lacna, of the support for him demonstra- 
ted by the people, and of the background 
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of the case are all based on an interview 
with Doctora Laura Caller, one of the de- 
fense lawyers. [An kglish translation of 
the Gente article is to be found in World 
Outlook, October 21, 1966.1 

Bohemia introduced this with sev- 
eral paragraphs describing the worldwide 
support for the defendants. For example, 
"To the House of Pizarro in Lima from all 
over the world come protests from hun- 
dreds of labor, student, and intellectual 
organizations; the Chamber of Deputies of 
Chile, various English Members of Parlia- 
ment, the 62 Argentine trade-union orga- 
nizations of Peronist persuasion, the 
League of Irish Workers, and the Pan Afri- 
can Congress of South Africa have sent 
telegrams; on the streets of Paris are to 
be seen many posters telling about the 
case and Committees for the Defense of 
Hugo Blanco are being formed everywhere." 

Bohemia concluded the reprint from 
Gente with the comment that the Blanco 
trial, contrary to the expectations of 

his persecutors, has become a demonstra- 
tion of the readiness of the Peruvian peo- 
ple to support "the necessary road of in- 
surrec tion. " 

The April 21 Bohemia (which also 
contains Che Guevara's message on Viet- 
nam and world revolution) carries a photo 
of one of the Parisian posters on the 
Blanco case, with an explanatory caption. 

The April 28 Bohemia (which in- 
cludes Fidel Castro's speech praising the 
April 15 Spring Mobilization in the U.S. ) 
reprints two messages by Hugo Blanco. 

One is a short letter published in 
the bulletin of the Paris-based Committee 
of Solidarity with the Victims of Repres- 
sion in Peru. 

The other is an open letter to the 
workers and peasants of Peru, explaining 
the gist of his case and proclaiming his 
willingness to die for the sake of the 
revolutionary cause. 

T € E  LOS ANGELES TEST OF THE "SPIRIT OF GLASSBORO" 

An incident occurred between Kosy- 
gin's two t$te-$-t$tes with Johnson at 
Glassboro, the town that gave the English 
language the word "booze," which received 
little notice outside of the city where 
it occurred -- Los Angeles, California. 
The incident, nonetheless, cast its own 
light on the "spirit of Glassboro" or 
"spirit of Holly Bush," as some of the 
Washington propagandists preferred to 
call it, and perhaps it signified some- 
thing new on the American political scene. 

On Friday, June 2 3 ,  after a final 
handshake and pat on the back for the 
representative of the Kkemlin, who went 
far beyond the call of duty in displaying 
homely cordiality, the busy political 
chief of U.S. imperialism jetted to the 
West Coast for a $500-a-plate fund-raising 
dinner sponsored by the local Democratic 
party bosses. 

But the antiwar movement had orga- 
nized a reception of its own. In response 
to the call to show Johnson what the peo- 
ple of Los Angeles really think about his 
war in Vietnam, a tremendous crowd turned 
out -- in fact the biggest of its kind in 
the history of the city. Estimates put 
the figure as high as 25,000 although the 
sponsoring committee, deciding to be con- 
servative, put it at 20,000. 

The demonstration was a legal one, 
having obtained the proper police permits, 
and it was conducted in an orderly way. 

!The Los Angeles police, however, 
appear to have been briefed to try a 
tactic that had not yet been attempted 

LGpLW- 

"LET US REASON TOGETHER" 
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by the au tho r i t i e s  i n  response t o  the 
many and mounting demonstrations t h a t  
have been staged against  U.S. involvement 
i n  the  Vietnamese c i v i l  war. 

"The police used loudspeakers t o  
i n s t r u c t  the crowd t o  disperse, ' '  writes a 
correspondent of World Outlook. "Only 
those i n  the f ron t  ranks heard the in- 
s t ruc t ions . "  Those behind, not hearing 
the pol ice ,  kept moving forward. 

advanced on the crowd, protected by crash 
helmets and with both hands on t h e i r  
clubs. The police separated the crowd in- 
t o  vulnerable sec t ions  and then when the 
demonstrators were unable t o  move they 
s t a r t e d  swinging t h e i r  clubs." 

A 14-year-old g i r l  reported: "The 
squad moved on us ,  swinging t h e i r  clubs. 
My g i r l  f r i end  got knocked down. I t r i e d  
t o  help her  but a policeman kneed he r  i n  
the stomach and h i t  her i n  the jaw with 
h i s  club. We got t o  the parking l o t ,  
where police were s t i l l  bashing and push- 
ing  and kicking people." 

ported. One demonstrator t o l d  the LA 
- Angeles Free Press how people f e l l  as 
they t r i e d  t o  ge t  away and werp then 
beaten senseless by the pursuing cops. 

curb, stopping every t en  f e e t  o r  so  and 
s t r i k i n g  out b l ind ly  with clubs." 

"Shoulder t o  shoulder, the police 

Dozens of s imi la r  scenes were re- 

"Motorcycle cops rushed along the 

"The police l i s t e d  200 a s  in- 
ju red ,"  wr i tes  o u r  correspondent, "but 
many others were beaten and l e f t  t o  bleed. 
Unknown hundreds of others escaped t o  
t h e i r  homes. Only 51 were a r r e s t ed ,  com- 
pared t o  the hundreds beaten. A s  the 
frenzy o f  beatings ended, Police Chief 
Tom Reddin sa id ,  'It w a s  a per fec t  police 
exercise.  I a m  very s a t i s f i e d . "  

ported him as saying, "It was a beaut i fu l  
plan and well executed." 

Democratic Mayor Sam Yorty, one of 
the main hos ts  of President Johnson a t  
the banquet, l e f t  h i s  $500 p l a t e  long 
enough t o  watch the execution of the 
"beautiful  plan." According t o  the Lo2 
k g e l e s  Times, he offered h i s  thanks t o  
the  pol ice ,  who are of course under h i s  
j u r i sd i c t ion ,  " for  making the Pres ident ' s  
s t a y  an enjoyable and safe  one." 

Thousands of pa r t i c ipan t s ,  f o r  
whom t h i s  w a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  demonstration 
of any kind, were eyewitnesses of the 
police b r u t a l i t y ,  saw t h e i r  fellow demon- 
strators being roughed up and clubbed, 
s a w  the blood streaming f r o m  lacera ted  
sku l l s .  Hundreds o f  thousands i n  the area 
saw the scenes on TV. A s  a r e s u l t  there  
w a s  an uproar i n  the community. 

The June 25 e l e s  Times re- 

Some of the pa r t i c ipan t s  began 
speaking a s  char te r  members o f  a new 
"June 23 Movement. 

r a l l i e d  t o  the defense of the victims. 
The i ssue  became s o  hot t h a t  it f i n a l l y  
w a s  given notice i n  the New York press 
which had evidently hoped t o  ignore it. 

of what w a s  occurring, including the ad- 
vance plans. According t o  the July 1 _New 
York Post, "the President a t e  h i s  dinner 
a t  the Century Plaza Hotel expecti:ng t o  
be rushed from the hote l  a t  any minute." 

The same source declares,  "Ap- 
parently the [Secret Service] agents kept 
Johnson br ie fed  on the developments out- 
s ide  because he r e fe r r ed  t o  them w:hen he 
l a t e r  commended Police Chief Tom Reddin 
on the ' f i ne  job your o f f i c e r s  have done 
tonight. 'I 

Los Angeles t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the execu- 
t i o n  of t h i s  "beautiful  plan" t o  use po- 
l i c e  clubs on antiwar demonstrators, af- 
t e r  h i s  f i rs t  meeting with Kosygin. If 
Johnson had had the s l i g h t e s t  reason t o  
believe t h a t  a bloody incident l i k e  the 
one contemplated against  the antiwar 
movement i n  Los Angeles would pain o r  
even embarrass the distinguished repre- 
sen ta t ive  of the Ibemlin, would he have 
gone through with i t ?  

Johnson consulted with Kosygin about the 
evening's plans t o  use clubs on those who 
were coming t o  p ro te s t  the w a r  i n  Vietnam 
and t o  demand the withdrawal of American 
troops among other things. But whatever 
Kosygin sa id  must have sounded extremely 
reassuring t o  the boss o f  the U.S. imperi- 
a l i s t  w a r  machine. 

The c i v i l - l i b e r t i e s  organizations 

Johnson, of course, was well aware 

Le t  us reca l l  t h a t  Johnson flew t o  

It i s  excluded, of course, t h a t  

If there  were any doubts whatso- 
ever, they were s e t t l e d  by the f a c t  t h a t  
Kosygin d id  n o t  a t  once cancel h i s  sched- 
uled Sunday meeting with Johnson i n  order 
t o  ind ica te  h i s  s o l i d a r i t y  with the  anti- 
w a r  demonstrators who had been b r u t a l l y  
attacked and beaten i n  Los Angeles be- 
cause they dared t o  engage i n  an ac t ion  
t h a t  s ign i f i ed  s o l i d a r i t y  with the Viet- 
namese people i n  t h e i r  t e r r i b l e  ordeal. 

Instead, wagging h i s  t a i l  t o  make 
f r i ends ,  while keeping it tucked between 
h i s  l egs  out  of harm's way, Kosygin re- 
turned f o r  the second sn i f f ing  of noses. 

Small wonder t h a t  Johnson was re- 
ported t o  be " jubi lan t"  over h i s  success 
i n  lu r ing  the Soviet "leader" i n t o  a ses- 
s ion  o f  reasoning together. O f  course, 
Kosygin can r ep ly  t h a t  it w a s  he who won. 
He convinced Johnson of the v i r tues  of 
"peaceful coexistence" and t h i s  i s  proved 
by what happened a t  Los Angeles. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH CHEN PI-LAN ON THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

[Chen Pi-lan i s  well known i n  the 
h i s to ry  of the Communist movement of 
China as a w o m a n ' s  leader i n  the twenties 
and t h i r t i e s .  She took an ac t ive  p a r t  i n  
1925-27 revolution and was a founding mem- 
ber of the Trotskyist  movement. 

[Born i n  1902, she joined the so- 
c i a l i s t  youth movement i n  April 1922. She 
became a member of the Chinese Communist 
par ty  i n  October 1922. She w a s  ac t ive  i n  
the Peking branch under L i  Ta-choa. Later 
she moved t o  Shanghai. 

sent her t o  Moscow t o  study. She remained 
there  until the outbreak of the Chinese 
revolution the following year and then 
returned t o  Shanghai where she served 
a member o f  the regional committee and 
as secre ta ry  of the Women's Section and 
a s  e d i t o r  of the magazine China Woman. 

[In the f a l l  of 1925, she met Peng 
Shu-tse, a found- member of the  Chinese 
Communist par ty ,  and they became l i f e -  
1 ong companions . 
hs iu ,  the  founders of the  Chinese Commu- 
n i s t  par ty ,  were expelled i n  1929 because 
of t h e i r  assessment of the  e r r o r s  com- 
mitted by the p a r t y  leadership during the 

ding revolutionary perzod, she, too 
xpelled. The charge was "Trotsky- 

[In the spring of  1924, the par ty  

[Shortly a f t e r  Peng and Chen Tu- 

[There was substance t o  the accu- 
s a thn ,  since We e r r o r s  c o m i ~ e d  by the  
young CommMet p a r t y  were due primarily 
t o  the baneful W l u e n c e  of S t a l i n ;  and 
f u l l  l n s igh t  i n t o  the nature of tbe 
e r r o r s  came from studying writ ings by 
Leon e o t s k y  which had been kept from the 
knowledge of t h e  ranks and most leaders 
of the  i n t e r n a t i  Communist movement 
but which f i n a l l  ached China i n  a 
roundabout way and came t o  the a t t e n t i o n  
of Peng Shu-tse and Chen Tu-hsiu. 

Chen Tu-hsiu were imprisoned by Chiang 
Kai-shek, she continued t o  work a t  build- 
ing  the Trotskyist  movement, supporting 
herse l f  and two children by teaching and 
writ ing under the  most d i f f i c u l t  under- 
ground conditions. She wrote a number of 
a r t i c l e s  under the pen name of Chen Pi- 
yam which were published i n  various peri-  
odicals and l a t e r  compiled i n  two volumes. 
The publication of t h i s  work established 
her reputa t ion  i n  China as an au thor i ty  
on the woman question. 

i n  1937, she became ed i to r  o f  a monthly 
magazine New Voice and a member of the 
P o l i t i c a l  Bureau of the Revolutionary 
Communist pa r ty  of China, the Trotskyist 

[In 1932, when he r  husband and 

[After Peng's re lease  from prison 

organization. 

[Throughout World War 11, the  Chi- 
nese Trotskyists fought against  Japanese 
imperialism and a t  the same time strug- 
gled f o r  a s o c i a l i s t  revolution i n  China. 
With the v ic tory  i n  1949, however, some 
of the best-known Trotskyist  l eaders  had 
t o  leave t h e i r  homeland due t o  Mao's ex- 
tremely f ac t iona l  a t t i t u d e  toward them. 
Those who remained suffered extreme per- 
secution. Some disappeared, others were 
k i l l e d ,  a number were imprisoned. The ul- 
timate f a t e  of many of those who were i m -  
prisoned i s  n o t  known t o  t h i s  day. Some 
are s t i l l  behind bars. Chen Pi-lan i s  
among those who, much against  t h e i r  w i l l ,  
have been forced t o  l i v e  i n  ex i l e .  

[The interview below was granted t o  
Antonio Farien. In the opening he r e f e r s  
t o  two interviews with Peng Shu-tse. For 
these see World Outlook, August 12, 1966, 
and February 10, 1967.1 

* * *  

Question: 1 x 1 ~  interviews w i t h  
Peng Shu-tse, who analyzed the  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  Chiqa in some d e t a i l ,  I have Rotten a 
f a i r l y  c l e a r  idea of the o r ig ins  and sub- 
ssquen% evolution of the "great prole- 
tarian cultural revolution," the  d i f f e r -  
en t  and contrasting-posit ions of the Mao- 
ists  and a n t i - f i o i s t s ,  and the  possible 
fu ture  p z s p e c t i v e s  of the  struggle.  

In the f i r s t  stage o f  the "cul- 
t u ra l  revolution," the pe-ople who were at- 
tacked w e r e  ar t is ts ,  wr i t e r s ,  scholars 
and educators. Therefore, I would l i k e  t o  
a s k y o u  some questions about the d i f f e r -  
ences of opinion on questions of l i t e r a t u r e ,  
a s ,  education, e t c .  

F i r s t  of a l 1 , m a y  I ask you t o  de- 
sc r ibe  and analyze the differences be- 
tween the two fac t ions  on these questions, 
as it seems these differences can be most 
important and give us a much c l e a r e r  and 
G t t e r  understanding of the general l i n e s  
and pos i t ions  of the two contending fac- 
t ions .  

Answer: Yes, t h i s  i s  t rue .  I f  one 
understands the differences on these ques- 
t ions,  one can ge t  a very good idea as t o  
what the general struggle between the two 
f ac t ions  i s  about. 

In r e a l i t y ,  when Ma0 launched the 
"cu l tura l  revolution" movement, he began 
by a t tack ing  the  drama of Wu H a n ,  H a i  J u i  
Dismissed from Office, Tien Han's drama, 
Shi Yao Whan ( a  woman's name) and the 
writ ings of Teng To, Midnipht Discussions 
on Yen Shan and Notes f rom a Three-Family 
Village_. In other words, Ma0 began by at- 
tacking the  leading cadres i n  the cul- 
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tural  f i e l d s  which, o f  course, gave r i s e  
t o  the name, "cu l tura l  revolution." 

We a l l  know t h a t  under S t a l i n i s t  
d i c t a t o r i a l  regimes, there i s  no p o l i t i -  
c a l  freedom, and, under these conditions, 
there  i s  much d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  among the 
people. Dissa t i s fac t ion  of t h i s  kind is  
usually r e f l ec t ed  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  
since most artists and wr i te rs  are very 
sens i t ive  t o  the world around them. They 
observe the d a i l y  l i f e  of the people and 
see t h e i r  p l igh t  as well as t h e i r  hopes 
and asp i ra t ions .  Through the means of 
l i t e r a t u r e  and art, then, they mirror 
what they have observed -- the bad as 
well a s  the good. 

It is  f o r  j u s t  t h i s  reason t h a t  
the S t a l i n i s t  po l i c i e s  have always se- 
verely r e s t r i c t e d  the cu l tu ra l  f i e l d s  i n  
order t o  keep the bad s ide  from being ex- 
posed, including the bureaucratic regime. 
Li te ra ture  and a r t  were no longer allowed 
t o  r e f l e c t  the  ac tua l  r e a l i t y  but became 
mere propaganda t o  pra i se  the po l i c i e s  of  
the bureaucrats as well as them as indi- 
vidual s . 

It i s  very c l e a r  t h a t  such a s i tu -  
a t i o n  existed under S t a l i n ' s  regime; and 
the po l i c i e s  elaborated by Zhdanov on 
l i t e r a t u r e  and art are typ ica l  examples. 

The po l i c i e s  elaborated by Ma0 i n  
t h i s  respect have been i n  no way d i f f e r -  
e n t ,  except perhaps they have been more 
r e s t r i c t i v e  and harsher. The r e s u l t  i n  
China has been an almost constant r e s i s -  
tance i n  the f i e l d  of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  
t o  Mae's pol ic ies .  The present purge of 
people i n  t h i s  f i e l d  i s  by no means the 
f i rs t ,  although it i s  the l a r g e s t  and 
most  serious.  

Q-: Could you b r i e f l y  t e l l  us when 
Ma0 began t o  purge these people i n  the 
c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  and why? 

era ture  and a r t  began i n  May 1942 during 
the Yenan period. It was during t h i s  
time t h a t  Ma0 made h i s  well-known "Talks 
a t  the Yenan Forum on Li te ra ture  and A r t "  
which were given i n  preparation f o r  the 
purge of a well-known wr i te r .  

A: Mao's policy of r e s t r i c t i n g  lit- 

I n  these long discourses, except 
f o r  a few quotations f rom Lenin, whom he 
c i t e d  as h i s  au thor i ty ,  Ma0 demanded t h a t  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  serve only the workers, 
peasants and so ld i e r s  i n  l i n e  with the po- 
l i t i c a l  po l i c i e s  o f  the party;  and he w a s  
against  any exposures or  s a t i r e s  of h i s  
Yenan regime. The wr i t e r s  were o n l y  sup- 
posed t o  p ra i se  the Communist New Democ- 
racy, revolutionary heroes, e t c . ;  and he 
pointed out t h a t  there  were many defec ts  
i n  the f i e l d  of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  and 
t h a t  it was necessary t o  launch a move- 
ment i n  order t o  purge them. 

W i n g  t h i s  time, there were sev- 
e r a l  wr i te rs  who had wr i t ten  some ar- 
t i c l e s  exposing the r e a l  l i f e  i n  Yenan, 
such as the famous woman wr i t e r ,  I i ng  
Ling, who wrote an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  1%- 
pressions o f  the March Eighth Holiday; 
the famous poet,  A i  Ching, who wrote an 
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  One Should Understand 
and Respect the Writers; and Wong Shi-wei, 
who wrote a s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d ,  
Cro ta la r ia  Sess l i f l o ra .  The l a t t e r  were 
the sharpest exposure of c e r t a i n  aspects 
of Yenan. He c r i t i c i z e d  the lack  of 
democracy and contrasted the privileged 
l i f e  of the bureaucracy t o  t h a t  o f  the 
rank and f i l e .  These a r t i c l e s  a t t r a c t e d  
much a t t en t ion  among the people and es- 
pec i a l ly  among the young Communistis. 

Ma0 could not t o l e r a t e  such c r i t i -  
cism and f o r  t h i s  reason ca l l ed  a meeting 
t o  discuss the questions of l i t e r a t u r e  
and a r t  where he gave h i s  t a l k s .  These 
meetings and t a l k s  not only prepared f o r  
the purge which followed; they a l so  l a id  
the foundations f o r  the basic l i n e  of 
Communist par ty  policy i n  questions con- 
cerning l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t .  

Not l o n g  a f t e r  these discussions 
and meetings, a spec ia l  meeting w a s  
c a l l ed  t o  purge Wong Shi-wei. Many of the 
p a r t y ' s  o f f i c i a l s ,  such as the heads of 
the Central Propaganda Department and 
the Organizational Department and the 
president of the Center o f  Academi.a, as 

took p a r t  in  t h i s  meeting. 

such a serious nature. The reason i s  
simple. Wong joined the pa r ty  i n  1926. 
This made him an o l d  par ty  member and one 
o f  t he  most  important members of the Cen- 
t e r  of Academia. Wong had t r ans l a t ed  i n t o  
Chinese more than two mi l l ion  words of 
the works of Marx, Engels and Lenin. He 
w a s ,  as well, a very capable wr i te r  and 
w a s  respected by almost everyone, espe- 
c i a l l y  the youth. Thus the purge o f  Wong 
Shi-wei was a most  important event i n  the 
Yenan period. 

during which Wong expressed and defended 
h i s  opinions i n  the face of vigorous at- 
tacks by the leading cadres and o f f i c i a l s  
of the  party. There were a number of cul- 
tural  workers who agreed with Wong's 
opinions and sympathized with him. Yet, 
due t o  h i s  being condemned as an t ipar ty ,  
anti-Marxist and Trotskyist  by some of 
the  pa r ty  leaders ,  and espec ia l ly  by Chen 
Po-ta -- who i s  now the leader  of the 
present cu l tu ra l  revolutionary group but 
who a t  t h a t  time w a s  Mao's pr iva te  secre- 
t a r y  -- who c r i t i c i z e d  Wong most m a l i -  
ciously,  they became f e a r f u l  and re- 
t rea ted .  Nevertheless, Wong, f r o m  begin- 
ning t o  end, remained strong i n  defending 

s cadres working i n  the f i e l d  o f  
t u re  and art, and other wr i t e r s ,  

One might wonder why it w a s  of 

The meeting l a s t e d  s ix teen  days 
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h i s  ideas a s  cor rec t .  

demning him a s  being an t ipa r ty ,  an t i -  
Marxist and Trotskyist;  he w a s  expelled 
from the par ty ,  thrown i n t o  prison and 
tortured. F ina l ly ,  he acknowledged t h a t  
he was a Trotskyist;  and hence he w a s  
k i l l e d .  

The meeting f i n a l l y  ended by con- 

We should take spec ia l  note of the 
f a c t  that  Wong Shi-wei's book, Cro ta la r ia  
Sess l i f l o ra  has exercised great a t t r ac -  
t i o n  and has in t e re s t ed  many youth, in- 
cluding members and sympathizers of the 
CCP a s  well a s  i t s  youth organization. 
The book has c i rcu la ted  throughout China 
by means of handwritten copies passed on 
and on, time a f t e r  time. The or ig ina l  
copy t h a t  I read w a s  borrowed from a sym- 
pathizer of the CCP and w a s  of t h i s  type. 

Because o f  the bravery and bold- 
ness of Wong's res i s tance  against  the 
vicious a t t acks  and h i s  ins i s tence  on 
the correctness of h i s  own pos i t ion ,  he 
became very famous. H i s  name i s  t o  be 
found i n  most  h i s t o r i e s  of t h i s  period. 

Q; Were there any other purges 
a f t e r  WOng-? 

A :  After the CCP took power i n  
1949, GO'S c u l t u r a l  po l i c i e s  were put 
i n t o  e f f e c t  f o r  the na t ion  a s  a whole. 

The first t o  r e s i s t  and c r i t i c i z e  
them was Hu Feng, who w a s  a very famous 
l e f t  theore t ic ian  on l i t e r a t u r e  and art. 
He considered Mao's "Talks a t  Yenan" t o  
be mechanistic and therefore he sa id  t h a t  
"mechanism has controlled l i t e r a t u r e  and 
a r t  c i r c l e s  for the l as t  t e n  years . . . th i s  
ideology of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  has been 
sterilized...when one speaks they must 
employ Mao's thought which causes people 
more than enough trouble.  'I* 

He held t h a t  t r u t h  i s  the highest  
p r inc ip le  oS-a r t .  He was against  what he 
regarded as the oversimplified policy of 
having l i t e r a t u r e  and art serve only po- 
l i t i c a l  ends and w a s  against  the limita- 
t i o n  of themes a s  proposed by Mao. Thus 
he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l l  wr i t e r s  should have 
the r i g h t  t o  choose t h e i r  own subjects.  

The ideas and opinions of Hu Peng, 
as I have i n d i c a t e d , a r e , o f  course, based 
on pr inc ip les  which everyone should be 
able t o  accept. However, from Mao's 
point of view, such ideas were out of 
bounds and i n  1955 he began a campaign 
against  Hu Feng and h i s  followers. This 
campaign l a s t e d  several  months and w a s  
ca r r ied  out on a na t iona l  scale.  

~~ 

*The quotation is  from "On the  
Counterrevolutionary Double-dealer Chou 
Yang," by Yao Wen-yuan, published i n  
HXg-qL, NO. 1, 1967. -- A.F. 

Not only were Hu Feng's followers 
attacked and c r i t i c i z e d ,  but many people 
i n  the un ive r s i t i e s ,  middle schools and 
c u l t u r a l  organizations who only sympa- 
thized with h i m  were a l s o  attacked and 
purged. According t o  r epor t s  published 
a t  the time, more than 130 Hu-Fengists 
were imprisoned o r  put i n  labor camps. 
Since t h a t  time there  has been no news of 
h i m  o r  h i s  followers. 

Feng purge came the "Let a Hundred 
Flowers Blossom and a Hundred Schools of 
Thought Contend" movement, April t o  June 
1957. It w a s  during t h i s  period t h a t  a 
number of l e f t  wr i te rs  c r i t i c i z e d  Mao's 
po l i c i e s  on l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t ,  such as 
Ting Ling, A i  Ching and Feng Hsueh-feng, 
the most famous contemporary theo re t i c i an  
of l i t e r a t u r e  and ar t .  These three  were 
a l l  leaders  of the  pa r ty  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
f i e l d s ,  espec ia l ly  Ting Ling and Feng 
Hsueh-feng, who were respec t ive ly  chair-  
woman and vice-chairman of the National A s -  
soc ia t ion  of Li te ra ture  and A r t  Workers. 

Almost immediately a f t e r  the Hu 

I n  June, when Ma0 began t o  sup- 
press the "Blossom and Contend" movement, 
they came under a t tack .  

For example, i n  September, a spe- 
c i a l  meeting w a s  held i n  Peking t o  purge 
Ting Ling. There were around one hundred 
pa r t i c ipan t s  i n  t h i s  meeting, including 
many high o f f i c i a l s  of the pa r ty  i n  the 
c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s ,  such as the minister and 
vice-minister of cu l ture ,  Shien Yen-ping 
and Chou Yang. 

This meeting, l i k e  the one held 
i n  Yenan t o  purge Wong Shi-wei, l a s t e d  
s ix teen  days and w a s  very exhausting f o r  
Ting Ling as she w a s  subjected t o  one at- 
tack a f t e r  another, accusing her  of being 
a r i g h t i s t  and a reactionary.  Attacks 
against  her which appeared i n  the  
People's Daily made a connection between 
her and Wong Shi-wei and accused her  of 
being l i k e  him. ' 

Shortly a f t e r  the meeting, Ting 
Ling, Feng Hsueh-feng, A i  Ching and m a n y  
others were imprisoned or  sen t  t o  "reedu- 
ca t ion  camps. If A s  with Hu Feng and h i s  
followers, nothing fu r the r  has been heard 
about t h e i r  f a t e .  

Concerning Ting Ling, I should say 
a few more words. I n  1923-24, she w a s  a 
classmate of mine i n  Shanghai University 
where we l ived  i n  the same home. We became 
very close f r iends ,  so  I know her very 
well. She had a very s t rong  character and 
w a s  very democratic minded. 

Also during the "Blossom and Con- 
tend" movement, we should take not ice  of 
the  pos i t i on  taken by Shien Yen-ping. I n  
a meeting ca l l ed  by the Central United 
Front Department on May 16, 1957, Shien 
Yen-ping expressed h i s  own views on l i t e r -  



a ture  and a r t .  He sa id ,  "In regard t o  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t ,  it must be considered 
a special  f i e l d .  By only depending on 
some of the p a r t y ' s  basic t e x t s  and with- 
out any special  knowledge i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  
it is  impossible t o  resolve concrete prob- 
lems concerning l i t e r a t u r e  and art...What 
then should be done? There i s  the short  
road which i s  dogmatism and commander- 
i s m . "  It i s  very c l ea r  t h a t  Shien was 
c r i t i c i z i n g  the whole apparatus o f  the 
cu l tu ra l  department. 

Shien considered t h a t  i n  l i t e r a -  
tu re  and a r t ,  there existed a "general 
phenomenon" of "monotony" and "repeti- 
t iousness." He explained t h a t  the "sick- 
ness" of r e p e t i t i o n  w a s  due t o  reducing 
everything t o  formulas and t o  the lack  of 
va r i e ty  i n  themes. In  shor t ,  these sick- 
nesses were due t o  not carrying out  the  
policy of the "Blossom and Contend" move- 
ment. 

A l l  the c r i t i c i sms  of Shien Yen- 
ping no doubt implied t h a t  Mao's po l i c i e s  
on l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  r e s t r i c t e d  the 
c rea t ive  i n i t i a t i v e  and freedom of the 
wr i t e r s ;  hence the monotonous and repe t i -  
t i o u s  works which were devoid of any 
l i v e l i n e s s  o r  c r ea t iv i ty .  

Q; Since Shien Yen-p&ng w a s  the 
ministes of cu l ture ,  t h a t  i s ,  the highest 
leader i n  the  cu l tu ra l  f i e l d ,  why i s  it  
t h a t  he spoke out against  Mao's po l i c i e s  
and why was he not p x g e d  with the 
others? 

A :  I n  order t o  answer t h i s  ques- 
t i o n ,  it i s  necessary t o  give a shor t  r6- 
sum6 of Shien's personal h i s tory .  He 
joined the CCP i n  1921 and a t  t h a t  time 
he was already the author of several  ar- 
t i c l e s  and the ed i to r  of  the la rge  maga- 
zine,  Novel. After the defeat of the  
revolution of 1927, he l e f t  the CCP. How- 
ever, he continued t o  write and published 
several books under the pen name of Ma0 
Toing, some o f  which became very cele- 
brated and he himself became very well 
known. It was f o r  t h i s  reason tha t  he be- 
came minister of cu l ture  a f t e r  the CCP 
took power i n  1949. He held t h i s  post 
u n t i l  January 1965 when he requested t h a t  
he be allowed t o  r e t i r e .  

A s  t o  the reasons why he c r i t i -  
cized lvlaols po l i c i e s  and why he was not 
purged, we must note t h a t  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  
h i s  speech was made during the peak of 
the "Blossom and Contend" movement; 
secondly, Shien was not a member of the 
par ty ;  and, t h i r d l y ,  the Ministry o f  
Culture w a s  r e a l l y  controlled by Chou 
Yang . 

According t o  some recent repor t s ,  
however, Shien has been ar res ted  i n  the 
current purge. It is  most probable t h a t  
he was a r res ted  because of the pos i t ion  
he expressed i n  h i s  speech of 1957. 
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During the 1925-27 revolution, I 
had quite a b i t  of personal contact with 
Shien, and s o  I a lso  knew him very well. 
He was an extremely cautious man and most 
l i k e l y ,  i n  my opinion, he has probably 
not made any c r i t i c i sm of Mao's po l i c i e s  
since 1957. 

9.: Since you sa id  t h a t  it was 
r e a l l y  Chou Yang who controlled the Mini- 
s t r y  of Culture and since Chou Yang him- 
s e l f  has recent ly  been attacked, w h a t  
were h i s  ideas and did they conform with 
those of Shien Yen-ping-? 

A_: Chou Yang's opinions on l i t e r -  
a ture  and a r t  are not only s imi la r  t o  
those of Shien Yen-ping, they are much 
more profound. I f  we turn  only t o  the 
a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan, recent ly  pub- 
l i shed  i n  Honggi, No. 1, 1967, "On the 
Counterrevolutionary Double-dealer Chou 
Yang," attacking Chou Yang, we can see 
what h i s  pos i t ion  is .  

For example, Yao Wen-yuan very 
c l e a r l y  s t a t e s ,  "Chou Yang, l i k e  Hu Fsng, 
repeatedly advocated the propaganda t h a t  
' the  highest p r inc ip le  of a r t  i s  t r u t h , '  
and he was against  the 'oversimplifica- 
t i o n  and vulgar iza t ion , '  the conditions 
placed on wr i te rs  and the ro l e  of l i t e r -  
a ture  a s  propaganda. Chou Yang considered 
t h a t  'dogmatism' and 'sectarianism' and 
the harsh a t t i t u d e  towards a r t i s t s  and 
writers has ser ious ly  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e i r  
freedom." "As t o  the 'question of making 
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  serve p o l i t i c s , '  there 
was narrow, one-sided and incor rec t  under- 
standing." merefore ,  Chou advocated t h a t  
"there should be no l i m i t s  on subjects 
and t h a t  we should help people see the 
d ive r s i ty  o f  the world, the laws of his-  
t o ry  and the complex nature o f  l i f e . "  "Re- 
gardless of the subjec t ,  it can r e f l e c t  
the s p i r i t  o f  the present period." 

I n  another a r t i c l e ,  Chou Yang sa id ,  
"It is  b e t t e r  t o  describe the i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
technicians,  and others from the point of 
view of  the p r o l e t a r i a t .  However, the 
working c l a s s  should not be sec t a r i an ;  
t h a t  i s ,  it should not  only write about 
the workers and peasants. The idea t h a t  
p ro l e t a r i an  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  only about 
workers and peasants i s  not  co r rec t . "  

Chou Yang w a s  espec ia l ly  against  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  serving only p o l i t i c s .  
He a l so  sa id ,  "The wr i te rs  should not only 
write about current a f f a i r s  and should 
not follow the policy put forward today 
and then f o l l o w  a d i f f e r e n t  policy t h a t  
might be put forward tomorrow."* 

"In a word, Chou Yang considered 

*Quotations taken f rom an a r t i c l e  c r i t i -  
c iz ing  Chou Yang by L i  Chi-kai and o thers ,  
published i n  Wenhui Bao, July 31, 1966. -- A.F. 
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tha t  writers should wr i t e  what they them- 
selves see and according t o  what they 
themselves f ee l ,  even i f  what they see 
and f e e l  does not correspond t o  the ideas 
and policies of the party. The writer 
must be loyal t o  the f ac t s ,  t o  the t ru th  
and t o  the objective conditions, and 
write f reely what he believes." There- 
fore,  Chou Yang advocated assuring 
freedom i n  the sphere o f  writing.* 

Q-: If Chou Yang disagreed with 

A_: This i s  an important question 
and it is very necessary tha t  it be 
answered. Under the personal dictator- 
ship o f  Mao, many leaders and cadres of 
the party disagreed with h i s  policies,  
but nevertheless they were forced t o  
carry out h o t s  decisions. Chou Yang was 
only one of many such cadres and leaders. 
He often found himself i n  a contradictory 
s i tuat ion,  tha t  i s ,  not believing i n  
h o t s  pol ic ies  and even speaking and 
writing about h i s  differences, but 
nevertheless forced t o  carry out Mao's 
l ine  i n  practice.  

For example, before the purge of 
Hu Feng i n  1955, during a discussion 
meeting on HU Feng's case, Chou Yang 
said,  "Hu Feng's general po l i t i ca l  posi- 
t ion  i s  i n  agreement with the party."** 
In other words, Chou Yang did not want 
the case of  Hu Feng t o  become too  ser i -  
ous. When Ma0 ordered Hu Feng t o  be 
purged as  a reactionary, Chou was oblig- 
ed t o  carry out h i s  orders. 

Hsueh-feng, A i  Ching and the others were 
attacked, Chou Yang was forced into the 
same contradictory position as  i n  the 
case of Hu Feng. It was fo r  t h i s  reason 
tha t  Yao Wen-yuan accused him of being 
"double-dealer" o r  "two-faced counter- 
revolutionary." In  r e a l i t y ,  then, under 
the pressure of Mao, many cadres were 
obliged t o  carry out pol ic ies  with which 
they d id  not agree. !Phis r e f l ec t s  the 
contradiction between Ma0 and the cadres 
of the party of which the present c r i s i s  
i s  only a culmination, reaching t o  the 
point of explosion. 

In 1957, when Ting Ling, Feng 

&I Can Chou Yang's opinions be 
consideEed as  exempkry for  most of the 
cadres i n  the cul tural  f ie lds?  

*See a r t i c l e  enbitled, "A Reevaluation 
of Chou Yang," published i n  Mina Pao 
magazine, August 1966. -- A.F. 

**See a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan c i ted  
ea r l i e r .  -- A.F. 

A: Yes, it seems as though Chou 
Yang's opinions r e f l ec t  most of those of 
the rank and f i l e .  For example, the two 
other vice-ministers of culture,  Sha Yeh 
and Lin Mo-han, as well as  the secretary 
of the party group heading the All-China 
Federation of Literature and A r t  Circles, 
Yang Han-sheng, a l l  shared the same opin- 
ions as  Chou Yang. 

even more radical than Chou's, however, 
and it w a s  fo r  t h i s  reason tha t  he has 
been subjected t o  harsher cr i t ic ism than 
many of the others. 

Q-: Could you give us some idea of 
Ygg H&-sheng s opinions? 

A: Yes, I can, but f i r s t  I should 
give you a few de ta i l s  about h i s  personal 
history. Yang Han-sheng w a s  also a class- 
mate of mine a t  Shanghai University i n  
1923-24. He was a t  t ha t  time a member of 
the party and was a very active par t ic i -  
pant i n  the revolutionary movement. After 
the defeat of the revolution i n  1927, he 
remained i n  Shanghai and was active i n  
the underground, and it was during t h i s  
time tha t  I had much contact with him and 
h i s  wife. Beginning i n  1928, he wrote 
several novels and afterwards became a 
very important party cadre i n  the cul- 
t u ra l  work o f  the party. 

t a i n  t radi t ions of the party during the 
second Chinese revolution, he disagreed 
with the many res t r ic t ions  which Ma0 
placed upon writers and a r t i s t s  and cr i -  
t ic ized them very harshly. 

of playwrights and actors i n  Canton, he 
said,  "The par ty ' s  policy on l i t e r a tu re  
and a r t  [that i s ,  Mao's policy] i s  equal 
t o  ten ropes binding the hands and f ee t  
of writers.  .&.ese ten ropes prove t o  be 
f ive obligations: (1) one must write 
about important scbjects ( 2 )  one must 
write about heroes and outstanding fig- 
ures (3)  one must par t ic ipate  i n  collec- 
t ive  writing (4) one must f in i sh  h i s  work 
i n  a cer ta in  amount o f  time (5) one must 
always have the OK from the party leader- 
ship. F r G m  these f ive obligations a r i se  
f ive ventures: (1) t o  write about the 
contradictions among the people, espe- 
c i a l l y  between the masses and the leaders 
(2) t o  write any s a t i r i c a l  dramas ( 3 )  t o  
write any tragedies (4) t o  write about 
the defects and fa i lures  of a hero (5) t o  
write about the weaknesses of any of the 
par ty ' s  leaders. All of t h i s  leaves a 
writer i n  despair and makes it d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  him t o  write, and even when he does 
write,  h i s  work is  only repet i t ious."  

In conclusion, he advocated tha t  
"it is  necessary t o  do away with a l l  re- 
s t r i c t ions  and t o  break out of a l l  l i m i -  
tat ions.  We must respect the ru le  of cre- 

Yang Han-sheng's opinions were 

Because he remained loyal t o  cer- 

For example, i n  1962, a t  a meeting 
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a t i v i t y ,  t h a t  is, freedom f o r  the 
wr i te rs .  

Yang Han-sheng was severely at- 
tacked by the Maoists f o r  the above opin- 
ions as well as f o r  many other things. In 
1957, Yang and Tien Han went t o  the USSR 
f o r  the anniversary of the October Revo- 
lu t ion .  While they were the re ,  they s a w  
many plays such as "The I n f i n i t e  Perspec- 
t i v e "  and the  "Bluebird. These two 
dramas were exposures o f  the personal 
c u l t  of S t a l i n  and the purges o f  h i s  op- 
ponents. They portrayed S t a l i n ' s  ru l e  t o  
be "like t h a t  under the Tsars," and poin- 
t ed  out t h a t  "the USSR no longer needs 
the period of t e r r o r . "  

returned t o  China, Yang sa id  t h a t  the ac- 
t o r s  o f  the USSR were very "bold"; "we 
a re  very timid. We should make the utmost 
e f f o r t  t o  reform, t o  be bold and cre- 
a t ive .  IT * *  

When Yang Han-sheng and Tien H a n  

For these things,  the Maoists ac- 
cused Yang of being a "counterrevolution- 
a ry  r ev i s ion i s t " ;  ye t ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  he w a s  
only expressing agreement with the de- 
S ta l in i za t ion  taking place i n  the Soviet 
thea te r .  It w a s  t h i s  which Ma0 could not 
t o l e r a t e .  

3; Wu ~- Han, Teng To and Tien Han 
are  some of China's most famous wr i te rs  
who not only have been among the f i rs t  
t o  be attacked but a l s o  amonIr those who 
have been the most  severely attacked by 
the Maoists.  Have they ever expressed 
t h e i r  opinions on l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t ?  

have, oT course, differences with Mao's 
po l i c i e s ,  but these have never been ex- 
pressed openly as f a r  a s  I know. They 
have, however, wr i t ten  plays and a r t i c l e s  
i n  which they have i n d i r e c t l y  c r i t i c i z e d  
Mao's po l i c i e s  and h i s  personal c u l t  and 
d ic ta torsh ip .  The two plays,  Hai J u i  
Dismissed by Wu Han and Shi Yao Whan 
by Tien H a n ,  which uses h i s t o r i c a l  p l o t s  
i n  order t o  c r i t i c i z e  Ma0 and h i s  poli-  
c i e s  are good examples. 

Teng To a l so  wrote many a r t i c l e s  
i n  which he i n d i r e c t l y  attacked the 
policy of the people 's  communes as well 
a s  Mao's i n f a l l i b i l i t y .  But t h i s  w a s  ex- 
plained i n  your interview with Peng Shu- 
t s e ,  and s o  it is  not necessary f o r  me t o  
repeat it. Here, I would only l i k e  t o  

A: Wu Han, Teng To and Tien Han 

*See a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "Criticism of 
Yang Han-sheng s Ten Ropes, published i n  
Renmin Ribao, December 29, 1966. -- A.F. 

**See the a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Yang Han- 
sheng as a Propagandist of the Revision- 
i s t  Li te ra ture  and A r t , "  published i n  the 

,Worker's Daily_, February 27, 1967. -- A.F. 

point out t h a t  even those who attacked 
Ma0 i nd i r ec t ly  could not be to l e ra t ed  by 
Ma0 . 

Qj Were any of the leaders  i n  the 
cu l tu ra i  f i e l d s ,  such as Chou Yang, 
ggainst any of Mao's other po l ic ies?  

agreed on questions of l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  
were a l so  i n  disagreement with Maops 
overa l l  policy. Since the leaders  and 
cadres working i n  the  cu l tu ra l  f i e l d s  
have frequent contact with w r i t e r s  and 
artists working d i r e c t l y  with the masses, 
they learn from them the fee l ings  and 
asp i ra t ions  of the masses. 

For example, i n  a meeting held i n  
Darien, August 1962, of wr i te rs  from a l l  
over the country, the overwhelming major- 
i t y  o f  them expressed t h e i r  d i s sa t i s f ac -  
t i o n  with and c r i t i c i z e d  the "great leap  
forward" policy and espec ia l ly  the peo- 
p l e ' s  communes, as well a s  Mao's po l i c i e s  
on l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t .  They f e l t  t h a t  
"the l i f e  of the peasants i s g e t t i n g  worse 
and worse," and "the general l i n e  i s  the 
psychology of an ups t a r t . "  Similarly,  
"the Great Leap Forward is  l i k e  a stimu- 
l a n t ,  I' and "the people 's  communes are 
adventurism." Chou Yang himself s a id ,  
"The Great Leap Forward represents sub- 
jec t ive  idealism." Again, "the people 's  
communes have been established t o o  ea r ly . "  
He even sa id ,  "It is  good t o  l e t  the 
peasants have t h e i r  own p l o t s , "  and he 
advocated "opening the f r e e  market" i n  
the countryside.* 

The c r i t i c i sms  of the "great leap 
forward" and the people 's  communes by 
Chou Yang and the other wr i te rs  a re  
echoes o f  the  c r i t i c i sms  advanced by Peng 
Teh-huai i n  1959. Therefore, i n  a meet- 
ing  of the All-China Federation o f  Liter-  
ature and A r t  Circles i n  June 1964, Ma0 
made an address i n  which he sa id  t h a t  "in 
the  pas t  15 years, these associations and 
most of t h e i r  publications [a few sa id  t o  
be good] had f o r  the most p a r t  f a i l ed . . .  
t o  car ry  out t he  po l i c i e s  of the party. . .  
and f a i l e d  t o  r e f l e c t  the s o c i a l i s t  revo- 
l u t i o n  and construction. In recent years,  
they had even verged on revisionism. I f  
they did not take serious s t eps  t o  re- 
mould themselves, sooner o r  l a t e r ,  they 
were bound t o  becgme organizations of  
the Hungarian Pe to f i  club type."** 

A: A l m o s t  a l l  of those who dis- 

From what Ma0 sa id ,  it i s  c lear  
t h a t  he feared the i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  the 
c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  and it i s  easy t o  under- 
stand why he began the cu l tu ra l  revolu- 

*See above, L i  Chi-kai i n  Wenhui Bao. -- A.F. 

**Yao Wen-pan, "On the Counterrevolution- 
a ry  Double-dealer Chou Yang." -- A.F. 



t i o n  and a purge of a l l  those who opposed 
him. Ma0 feared an ac tua l  development 
such as  the Hungarian revolution of 1956 
i n  China i t s e l f ,  s t a r t e d  by similar 
groups a s  the Pe to f i  Club and it i s  f o r  
t h i s  reason t h a t  he began h i s  purge by 
s ingl ing  out these cadres i n  the f i e l d s  
of l i t e r a t u r e  and art. 

Q-: B y  i s  it t h a t  many of the fa- 
mous educators such as Lu Ping,-president 
o f  Peking University, L i  Ta,  president of 
Wu Han University, Kuang Ya-ming., presi-  
dent of Nanking University_, e tc . .  have 
been purged? Did they have differences,  
and possibly refused t o  car ry  out Mao's 
po l i c i e s  i n  education? 

Mao's pGlicies on education. But t h i s  i s  
a complicated and d i f f i c u l t  question. It 
would make i t  much c l ea re r  i f  I would 
f i r s t  ou t l ine  Mao's a t t i t u d e  toward edu- 
c a t  ion.  

Since the CCP took power i n  1949, 
Ma0 has based h i s  educational po l i c i e s  on 
the pr inc ip le  t h a t  "education must serve 
p o l i t i c s . "  Ma0 often s t r e s sed  the  idea 
t h a t  "students and professors should re- 
mould t h e i r  thought. '' Ma0 compelled the  
students t o  a t tend  p o l i t i c a l  l ec tu re s  and 
t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  discussions 
and physical work. In other words, h i s  
policy w a s  t o  make Communists out o f  a l l  
the students and t o  ge t  them t o  accept 
and support the p a r t y ' s  po l i c i e s .  The 
learning of o ther  subjec ts ,  Ma0 does not  
regard as being important; o r ,  a t  bes t ,  
it is  only a secondary consideration. Be- 
cause of such po l i c i e s ,  the standards of 
educati.on have g rea t ly  diminished. 

gram of  1958, Ma0 put forward the idea 
of an "educational revolution. He 
s t ressed  the idea  t h a t  "education must be 
accompanied by productive work. 'I Under 
t h i s  slogan, the  professors as well as 
the students were sent t o  the  countryside 
t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the work of the peo- 
p l e ' s  communes, while others were sent t o  
work i n  the f a c t o r i e s ,  s t i l l  carrying on 
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  s tud ies  and ac t iv i t ies .  
These conditions l ed  t o  almost a stand- 
s t i l l  i n  the s tudents '  regular  s tud ies .  
This was the s i t u a t i o n  i n  1958-59. 

A :  These educators were against  

In the "great leap  forward" pro- 

Mao's po l i c i e s  and t h e i r  r e s u l t s  
aroused much d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  among the 
professors,  teachers and students. For 
example, L i  T a  sa id ,  "The Educational 
Revolution has destroyed the educational 
process. The fundamental courses have 
been torn  asunder. The qua l i t y  of edu- 
ca t ionahas  been lowered, the methods of 
teaching and studying have been disorga- 
nized. A l l  the schools controlled by the  
par ty  knave become anarchic. The relations 
between teachers and students,  between 
the young and old and between the masses 
and the pa r ty  have worsened t o  the great- 
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e s t  degree. 

He a l so  sa id ,  "The Educational 
Revolution i n  1958 caused a very bad s i tu -  
a t ion .  It destroyed the ac t iv i t i e s  o f  the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and hampered t h e i r  s e l f -  
respect.  "* 

The c r i s i s  described by L i  Ta rep- 
r e sen t s  the common opinion of the over- 
whelming majority of educators, profes- 
s o r s ,  teachers and students. 

L i  Ta was one of the  founding mem- 
bers  of the CCP and was one of the twelve 
who attended the  founding congress i n  
1921. He was e lec ted  t o  the Central Com- 
mittee of the par ty  and became the head 
of the Central Committee's Propaganda De- 
partment. Sometime afterward, he l e f t  the 
par ty  because he disagreed with the deci- 
s ion  t h a t  the  members of the CCP should 
j o i n  the Kuomintang, although he remained 
a Marxist. 

He t r ans l a t ed  many Marxist books 
and propagandized the ideas of Marxism i n  
many of h i s  own a r t i c l e s .  It i s  evident 
t h a t  he helped the Marxist movement when 
he w a s  outside the party.  

Since he w a s  a professor and had 
studied education from a Marxist point of 
view, including the educational system i n  
the USSR, he became very well known a s  a 
Marxist educator. This w a s  why the CCP, 
a f t e r  taking power, appointed him as the 
president of Wu H a n  University. 

It w a s  because o f  h i s  profound 
knowledge as an educator t h a t  he r ea l i zed  
the dangers of Mao's educational po l i c i e s  
and c r i t i c i z e d  them very severely. 

Mao's policy of  "educational revo- 
lut ion" m e t  with bankruptcy following the 
f a i l u r e  of  the "great leap  forward." A t  
the  beginning of 1960, Ma0 w a s  no longer 
able t o  maintain h i s  po l i c i e s  and so  he 
temporarily sat  back while Liu Shao-chi 
and Teng Hsiao-ping took on the responsi- 
b i l i t y  of dealing with the s i t ua t ion .  

Educational p o l i c i e s ,  then, were 
somewhat changed and corrected. F i r s t  of 
a l l ,  the Central Educational Department 
published the "Sixty Points of Higher Edu- 
ca t iona l  Reforms." The chief reforms were 
aimed a t  encouraging the students t o  
study i n  t h e i r  spec ia l  f i e l d s  and t o  make 
sure t h a t  they had the necessary time t o  
do so.  The students were supposed t o  par- 
t i c i p a t e  i n  physical work and p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s ;  however, these things were 
not supposed t o  i n t e r f e r e  with o r  be done 
during the time se t - a s ide  f o r  study and 
c l a s s .  A regular  system of teaching and 
studying was t o  be rees tab l i shed  as well 

*See Ming Pao magazine, No. 12 ,  1966, 
p. 37. -- A.F. 
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a s  a d i sc ip l ined  re la t ionship  between the 
students and professors. I n  order t o  
r a i s e  the qua l i ty  of education, examina- 
t i o n s  were a l so  t o  be r e i n s t i t u t e d .  Many 
o f  the students were t o  be encouraged t o  
take up s tudies  i n  the s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s  
as well as foreign languages. "he schools 
were no longer supposed t o  i n t e r f e re  i n  
the love l i f e  o f  the students,  nor were 
they supposed t o  apply any other inap- 
propriate pressures. Attention was a l s o  
t o  be brought t o  the hea l th  of the  stu- 
dents and t o  t h e i r  welfare i n  general. 

The Peking municipal government, 
headed by Peng Chen, car r ied  out these 
new reforms very en thus i a s t i ca l ly  and 
elaborated a s e r i e s  o f  concrete measures 
t o  implement them. For example, it w a s  
s t a t ed  t h a t  "students and teachers should 
n o t  be demanded t o  l ea rn  p o l i t i c s  too 
quickly, nor should any time be taken 
away f rom t h e i r  regular s tud ies  f o r  po- 
l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  "he teachers must 
know and teach t h e i r  subjec ts  a s  well as 
possible and the students must l ea rn  
t h e i r  lessons as well as they can. "he 
use of abs t rac t  p o l i t i c a l  ideas and terms, 
the empty preaching and the long p o l i t i -  
c a l  repor t s  must be avoided." 

The president of Peking University, 
Lu Ping, from 1961 completely abandoned 
the "educational revolution" policy and 
turned the univers i ty  i n t o  an experiment 
f o r  the new education reforms. He lowered 
the amount o f  time required f o r  physical 
l a b o r  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  and made 
sure the students had adequate time t o  
study t h e i r  pa r t i cu la r  subjects.  Hence 
the students of Peking University were 
much b e t t e r  off f rom 1961 t o  1962. 

Lu Ping a l so  advanced the  slogan, 
"Learn from the USSR, 'I t h a t  i s ,  China 
should a l so  t r y  t o  copy some o f  the edu- 
ca t iona l  po l i c i e s  i n  some of  the Western 
count r ies ;  and he advocated inv i t i ng  the  
old professors who had been expelled i n  
the pas t  years t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e i r  teach- 
ing  posts.  

L i  Ta ,  Kuang Ya-ming and many of 
the other educators ca r r i ed  out similar 
reforms. "hus the un ive r s i t i e s  and col- 
l eges  succeeded i n  returning t o  wrmal 
and constructive educational prac t ices .  

"his educational reform, i n  the 
eyes of Ma0 Tse-tung was an absolute 
negation of h i s  own po l i c i e s  o f  "educa- 
t i o n  serving p o l i t i c s "  and "education 
combined w i t h  productive l abor , "  and he 
considered it t o  be a " rev is ionis t  edu- 
ca t iona l  l i n e "  o r  the " res tora t ion  o f  
bourgeois educational po l i c i e s . "  With 
t h i s  he de l ibe ra t e ly  prepared t o  purge 
those who were responsible f o r  these re- 
forms . 

On June 13, 1966, Ma0 published 
a notice i n  the name of the Central Com- 

mittee of the CCP and the S ta t e  Council. 
This document i s  a concrete manifestation 
o f  the purge i n  the educational f i e l d  and 
contains two major  po in ts :  

schools were ordered closed f o r  s i x  
months i n  order t o  "carry out thoroughly 
the cu l tu ra l  revolution." I n  reali t iy,  
t h i s  meant t o  "carry out thoroughly" a 
purge i n  a l l  the un ive r s i t i e s  and middle 
schools. Following publication o f  t.he no- 
t i c e ,  there  was a fur ious  struggle and a l l  
Mao's opponents i n  the un ive r s i t i e s  and 
middle schools came under a t t ack  and were 
purged. 

( 2 )  Almost a l l  opponents were 
attacked by the students as they caxried 
out Mao's orders,  r e su l t i ng  i n  the purge 
o f  such people as Lu Ping, L i  T a ,  Kimng Ya- 
ming, Peng Kang, president of the University 
of Communications i n  Sian, Ho Lu-ting, 
president of the Museum College i n  Shang- 
ha i ,  and Chiang Lan-tsein, president of 
Tsing-hua University i n  Peking. A s  .for the 
professors,  the purge i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
estimate;  however, from a l l  r epor t s ,  i t  
seems as though the number would run i n t o  
many thousands. 

(1) A l l  un ive r s i t i e s  and middle 

The People Is Daily held t h a t  the 
most important question was t o  see "wheth- 
e r  we s h a l l  pass  on Ma0 Tse-tung's 
thought f rom gemra t ion  t o  generation." 
This is  comparable t o  the r e l ig ious  a t t i -  
tude towards the Bible, and Mao's "cultur- 
a l  revolutionary educational" reforms 
come close t o  pa ra l l e l ing  the educational 
methods o f  the Catholic Church during the 
Middle Ages. 

Q-: What, i n  your opinion, w i l t 1  be 
the outcome of the "cu l tura l  revolution"? 
"hat i s ,  what do you think w i l l  be 1;he 
overa l l  influence and e f f e c t  of Maots 
"cu l tura l  - revolution" on Chinese cu l ture?  

A: Mao's purge has included almost 
a l l  those cadres working i n  the Central 
Propaganda Departnent , the Central Cul- 
tural  Ministry i n  the  All-China Founda- 
t i o n  of Li te ra ture  and A r t  C i rc les ,  the 
All-China Union of Stage A r t i s t s ,  Na- 
t i ona l  Federation of Film Workers and 
the National Federation of News Workers 
a s  well as wr i te rs ,  musicians, paint;ers, 
educators, professors,  e t c . ,  who are  the 
embodiment of China's cu l ture .  l o  purge 
them means t o  destroy China's cu l ture .  I 
w i l l  only point out here two indisputable 
examples of what Mao's "cu l tura l  revolu- 
t i o n "  means concretely t o  Chinese cu l tu re ,  

(1) Since Ma0 launched the "cul- 
tural revolution" i n  May 1966, most writ- 
e r s  have not dared t o  write anything. The 
publication of most cu l tu ra l  magazines has 
stopped, film-making has a lmos t  come t o  a 
s t a n d s t i l l ;  the publication and republica- 
t i o n  of many books of foreign o r ig in  and 
even many by Chinese authors has been 
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terminated; many cinemas and theaters 
have ceased t o  operate. In  other words, 
almost a l l  cul tural  ac t iv i t i e s  no longer 

J exis t .  

(2 )  Since a l l  the middle schools 
and univers i t ies  were closed i n  June 1966, 
not one university has reopened and it 
was only l a s t  March that  a part  of the 
middle schools began t o  reopen i n  such 
places as  Peking and Tiensing. Even be- 
fore the "cultural revolution" and Ma.0 's 
purge, there was a great lack of teachers 
and professors; now, of course, there are 
even fewer. 

The worst  par t  i s  that  from the 
elementary schools t o  the universit ies 
there i.s a chronic shortage of textbooks, 
since almost the whole printing establish- 
ment has been given over t o  printing the 
works of Ma0 Tse-tug. For example, i n  
the last  half year, f i f t een  million Selec- 
ted WoI*ks of Ma0 Tse-tung have been pro- 
duced, each containing four large volumes, 
as  weil. as eighty milxion Quotations from. 
Ma0 Tse-tung. In  addition t o  t h i s ,  another 
eighty million copies of the Selected 
Works have been scheduled f o r  publication 
t h i s  year. Nearly a l l  other books, there- 
fore,  such as  textbooks, l i t e r a tu re  and 
even the works of Marx, Engels and Lenin 
have ceased t o  be printed. 

Generally, then, I can say that  
not o n l y  have cul tural  a c t i v i t i e s  sea@;- 
nated since Ma0 launched h i s  "cultural 
revolution," China's culture i s  being 
destroyed t o  the point of disaster .  

Finally, I would l i k e  t o  say tha t  
the "proletarian cul tural  revolution" is  
theoretically absurd. When the proletari-  
a t  takes power i n  a country, i t s  greatest  
task is  to  overthrow the remaining capi- 
t a l i s t s  i n  the world and complete the so- 
c i a l i s t  revolution. Before the world 
capita:list c lass  has been destroyed, it 
is impossible t o  construct a r ea l  prole- 
ta r ian  culture. However, a f t e r  the world 
soc i a l i s t  revolution has been completed, 
the pro le ta r ia t  i t s e l f  w i l l  begin t o  dis- 
appear; tha t  is ,  classes and, of course, 
c lass  antagonisms w i l l  begin t o  disappear. 
It i s  a t  t h i s  point, then, tha t  soc ia l i s t  
culture w i l l  begin naturally t o  estab- 
l i s h  i t s e l f .  Therefore, it i s  i n  no way 

necessary t o  establish a proletarian cul- 
ture.  

Mao's launching of the "cultural  
revolution" i s  not only theoret ical ly  
absurd, it i s  also f o o l i s h  from a prac- 
t i c a l  point of view. The socio-economic 
base i n  China is  s o  backward tha t  there 
are many areas which remain i n  a s t a t e  
of primitive production. As f o r  culture,  
the majority of the peasantry remain il- 
l i t e r a t e  along w i t h  almost half the work- 
ing class.  If under these conditions, t o  
launch a "proletarian cul tural  revolu- 
t ion" i n  order t o  establish " fou r  news" -- new culture,  new ideas, new habits and 
new customs -- does not display ignorance, 
then it reveals i l lusionary and f o o l i s h  
idealism. 

the cul tural  level of the workers and 
peasants, he should have s ta r ted  by 
eliminating the i l l i t e r a c y  of the masses. 
In order t o  achieve t h i s ,  it would, first 
of a l l ,  be necessary t o  increase the stan- 
dard of l iving o f  the masses, tha t  i s ,  
increase the i r  pay and decrease the i r  
hours  of work. It would be necessary t o  
l e t  them have time and energy t o  study 
and t o  par t ic ipate  i n  cul tural  ac t iv i t ies .  

contrary, demanding tha t  the workers and 
peasants work longer hours  w i t h  no i m -  
provement i n  the i r  l iv ing  standards. 
Mao's recent campaign against  "economism" 
and h i s  refusal t o  grant any concessions 
t o  the working class  show h i s  a t t i tude  
quite clearly;  tha t  i s ,  the working class  
should serve only as instruments of pro- 
duction i n  the in te res t s  o f  the bureau- 
cracy. 

In r e a l i t y  it can be said tha t  Ma0 
u t i l i zed  the label  of "proletarian," only 
i n  order t o  rationalize h i s  attack and t o  
purge h i s  opposition under the accusation 
of "taking the cap i t a l i s t  road." However, 
we can see that  Ma0 has n o t  attacked the 
r ea l  cap i t a l i s t  and bourgeois elements 
s t i l l  existing i n  China. This i n  i t s e l f  
i s  enough t o  prove that  Mao's "proletar- 
ian cul tural  revolution" i s  nothing more 
than a purge which he i s  carrying out i n  
order t o  maintain h i s  own bureaucratic 
ru le  and personal cul t .  

If Ma0 r ea l ly  intended t o  ra i se  

Mao's policy is ,  however, j u s t  the 

KYOTO STUDENTS BLOCK ARMY USE OF UNIVERSITY 

Some 2,000 students a t  Kyoto Uni- 
vers i ty  boycotted classes and staged a 
marathon meeting beginning June 29 t o  com- 
pel the administration t o  discontinue u t i -  
l i z ing  the i r  school f o r  mili tary purposes. 
!Twenty-five army men are studying nuclear 
physics there among other subjects. 

ins t i tu t ion ,  appeared before the students. 
Dr. Azuma Okuda, president of the 

By 10:20 p.m. he promised t o  take up the 
matter a t  a meeting of deans the fo l low-  
ing day. This was not acceptable t o  the 
shouting, jeering students. Finally a t  
6 a.m., Okuda conceded. 

It w a s  reported tha t  during the 
meeting he had t o  receive injections t o  
ho ld  down h i s  blood pressure and vi ta-  
mins t o  keep going. 
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BER!PRAND RUSSELL URGES BAN ON USE OF NAPALM 

CBertrand Russell, who initiated 
the War Crimes Tribunal that recently 
found the U.S. government guilty of ag- 
gression and other crimes against peace 
and against humanity in Vietnam, has been 
following the events in the Middle East 
with close attention. On June 12 he de- 
nounced the blitzkrieg carried out by the 
overnment of Israel as "aggression." 7 See World Outlook, June 30, p. 644.) 

[On June 27, in another statement 
to the press, Bertrand Russell expressed 
his revulsion over the Israeli use of 
napalm in its attack on the neighboring 
Arab states. The world-famous philosopher 
and pacifist urged that this fiendish 
"antipe el on belongs in the 
same category as dumdum bullets and gas 
chambers and should be banned. !?&e full 
text of his statement follows.1 

* * *  

There is now extensive evidence 
that Israel used large quantities of na- 
palm in its recent blitzkrieg against its 
Arab neighbours. U !&ant announced on 
June 9 that the United Nations represen- 
tatives on the spot had reported to him 
that Israeli aircraft were "continuously 
bombing, napalming and strafing" Snian 
positions. The Washington Post has re- 
ported Syrian hills "covered with burned 
and blackened fields, silent testimony to 
the liberal use of napalm." The Beirut 
correspondent of the Economist has re- 
ported that in Jordan the informed esti- 
mate is "between 14,000 and 18,000 people 
killed, of whom maybe almost half were 

civilian. The main cause of death was na- 
palm bombing. Eyewitness reports from 
Lebanese doctors speak of continuous na- 
palm bombing of roads where civilians 
were fleeing from the West Bank. Ambu- 
lances and medical units were bombed. 
Three hospitals were totally destroyed. 
Refugees in and around Amman are esti- 
mated by UNRWA CUIT Relief and Works Agen- 
cy] and others at 100,000, of whom 60,000 
were already refugees living in the camps 
near Jericho which were bombed....!l?he 
estimates of Egyptian casualties are still 
very rough. It is feared that there may 
be as many as 20,000, some of them mili- 
tary.. ... The S'imes published a report from 
Cairo on June 19 of its correspondent's 
visit to viet&ms of napalm in hospital. 

Napalm causes third degree burns 
which destroy the whole thickness of the 
skin, and frequently destroy the underly- 
ing muscles and even the bones. If the 
wounds remain open for long, keloids (or 
hypertrophic scars) occur on the scars. 
There is also the danger of fibrosis and 
contracti.cn of the scars which usually 
leads to pronounced disability and dis- 
figurement. "he keloid formations can 
become cancerous. 

It is abundantly clear that napalm 
is an antipersonnel weapon which has no 
place in any civilised community. Whether 
it is used in Syria or Vietnam, the Andes 
or Iraq, it is intolerable in its fiend- 
ishness. Napalm must be banned in %he 
same way as dumdum bullets and gas cham- 
bers. 

I 1 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

World Outlook is now on its sum- other week on the average. 
mer schedule. 

With the fall we will resume our 

I This means publication every regular weekly schedule. 
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