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NGUYXN VAN " R O I ,  hero of the Vietnamese 
people, has become a symbol of t h e i r  de- 
termination t o  s t ruggle  aga ins t  imperial- 
i s m  u n t i l  they w i n ,  no matter  what the 
cost;. On October 15, 1964, i n  Saigon, the  
U.S.-supported d i c t a t o r  Ky staged a pub- 
l i c  execution of the young p a t r i o t .  Ngu- 
yen Van Troi def ied  the Hitler-loving Ky 
t o  t;he end. In face  of the  f i r ing squad, 
he shouted "Down w i t h  U.S.  imperialism! 
Long live hresident  Ho C h i  Minh!" 

Although i n  the "advanced" West he 
i s  l i t t l e  known as ye t ,  h i s  memory i s  al- 
ready revered throughout the  co lonia l  
wor1.d. 
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Ma0 Takes Trotsky as Target 

MOSCOW TRIALS PRAISED AS FORERUNNER OF "CULTURAL RFXOLUTION" 

By Les Evans 

A curious turn i n  China's "cultur- 
a l  revolution" w a s  the publication May 16 
of  a c i r cu la r  of the Central Committee o f  
the Chinese Communist par ty  t h a t  had been 
drafted May 16, 1966, and kept s ec re t  f o r  
an en t i r e  year. 

c i r cu la r  w a s  "drawn up under Chairman 
Mao's personal guidance and put forward 
the theory, l i n e ,  p r inc ip les  and po l i c i e s  
of the great pro le ta r ian  cultural  revolu- 
t ion .  I' 

According t o  Hsinhua [May 221 the 

In i t s e l f  the c i r cu la r  contains 
nothing remarkable and is  i n  fact  some- 
what obscure. What i s  p l a i n  i s  t h a t  i t s  
publication w a s  the signal f o r  the open- 
ing of a new campaign by the Maoist 
forces. A whole s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  on the 
"significance" of  the c i r cu la r  have been 
given wide play in the Chinese press.  

Most important i s  an adulatory re- 
view e n t i t l e d  "A Great Historic Document" 
signed by the e d i t o r i a l  boards of Red 
Flag  and the Peoples D a i l y _ ,  the theoreti-  
c a l  journal and newspaper of the Central 
Committee of the Chinese Communist party. 
This review of the c i r cu la r  w a s  ca r r ied  
by a l l  the Peking papers on May 18, and 
was printed by both Hsinhua and Peking 
Review on May 19. Since then Red Fla 
[No. 71 has even car r ied  an a r t i c l e  fre- 
leased by Hsinhua May 231 of fer ing  "refer- 
ence material" t o  supplement the review. 

ument, '' searches f o r  " theore t ica l"  pre- 
cedents in the Marxist movement f o r  the 
"great cu l tu ra l  revolution. I' The o n l y  
h i s t o r i c a l  analogy the authors come up 
with o f  a s i m i l a r  event, however, i s  the 
Moscow frame-up t r ia l s  of the t h i r t i e s .  
In  t h e i r  eyes t h i s  does not cons t i tu te  a 
damning exposure of the nature of the 
"cultural  revolution"; t o  the contrary, 
they consider the analogy a most  favor- 
able one. 

After a long d i a t r i b e  denouncing 
Mao's fac t iona l  opponents i n  the leader- 
ship of the CCP a s  "representatives of 
the bourgeoisie who have sneaked i n t o  the 
party,  the government, the army and the 
various spheres of cu l ture . . . "  the au- 
thors  draw t h e i r  comparison: 

"Stalin w a s  a grea t  Marxist- 
Leninist who ac tua l ly  cleared out a large 
number of counterrevolutionary represen- 
t a t i v e s  of the bourgeoisie who had 
sneaked i n t o  the par ty ,  including Trotsky, 
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, Bukharin, Rykov 

The review, "A Great Historic Doc- 

and company. I' 

The notes car r ied  i n  Red Flag, 
No. 7 ,  bear the pretentious t i t l e ,  "Ref- 
erence Material f o r  'A Great Historic 
Document.'" In the guise of  h i s to ry ,  the 
notes present slanders of the victims of 
Moscow Trials t h a t  were d e f i n i t i v e l y  ex- 
posed as frame-ups t h i r t y  years ago: 

"They were the deadly enemies of 
Leninism. They t r i e d  in a hundred and one 
ways t o  sabotage the Leninist l i n e  on a 
number o f  important questions concerning 
revolution, i n  an attempt t o  s t rangle  the 
s o c i a l i s t  revolution." 

As espec ia l ly  lengthy section i s  
devoted t o  rehashing S t a l i n ' s  a t t acks  on 
Trotsky, as i f  once again Lenin's m a r -  
tyred comrade-&-arms were the m a i n  enemy, 
t o  be disposed of a t  any cos t  and by no 
matter what method : 

in ' s  theory t h a t  the v i c t  
w a s  possible i n  one count 
against  it the 
Permanent Revolution', st 
w a s  impossible f o r  one in 
t o  break f r e e  from 'mater 
on the world economy' and impossible t o  
car ry  out s o c i a l i s t  construction through 
self-reliance." 

The anonymous Maoist compiler con- 
t inues  : 

"He opposed the d ic t a to r sh ip  of 
the  p ro le t a r i a t ,  saykng %hat i t  would in- 
ev i tab ly  come i n t o  ' hos t i l e  co lUxion '  
with the broad masses of t he  p rY* 
He slandered and attacked S t a l  turn- 
i n g  the  s t a t e  machine i n t o  an ' U e a r d - o f  
t o o l  f o r  force a d  f o r  s t rangl ing  %he in- 
dependence of -t-he people." 

The uzmamed defender o f  S t a H n ' s  
au thor i ta r ian  methods goes on t o  say of 
the m a n  who organized the seizure of power 
i n  1917 and then organized and l e d  the 
Red A r m y  t h a t  successfully defended the 
f irst  workers s t a t e  i n  h is tory :  

"Trotsky opposed L e d n ' s  and Stal-  

"Trotsky a l s o  concentrated h i s  
a t t ack  on the leading force o f  the dicta- 
to rsh ip  of the p r o l e t a r i a t  -- the Commun- 
i s t  party.  After Lenin's death, he oppos- 
ed the cor rec t  leadership of the p a r t y ' s  
Central Committee headed by S t a l i n  under 
the cloak of ' r es tor ing  inner-party de- 
mocracy,' ' f igh t ing  bureaucracy' and 'build- 
ing the co l lec t ive  leadership. '  He t r i e d  
i n  vain t o  tu rn  the Communist par ty  o f  the 
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Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) into a bour- 
geois-type party, that is, a revisionist 
party for restoring capitalism." 

question of industrializing the USSR -- 
without mentioning that Trotsky was the 
one who proposed the first five-year 
plan : 

"Trotsky also frenziedly attacked 
socialist industrialization and agricul- 
tural collectivisation in his desperate 
efforts to restore capitalism. He clam- 
oured that without a developed industry 
in the Soviet Union, agricultural collec- 
tivisation was nothing but a 'blind, 
crude and adventurist method'; he put 
forward a so-called ultra-industrial 
plan, which would increase taxation on 
the peasants in an attempt to shatter the 
worker-peasant alliance, disrupt the 
economic bond between town and country 
and undermine the foundations of indus- 
try. 

"Zinoviev and Kamenev also raised 
a hue and cry about the Soviet Union be- 
ing technically and economically backward 
and being unable to achieve the victory 
of socialism. In the summer of 1926, Zi- 
noviev formed an anti-party alliance with 
Trotsky on a number of important ques- 
tions. I' 

The Maoist author takes up the 

This Maoist purveyor of doctored 
"history" relies heavily on the ignorance 
of his readers: otherwise he would hesi- 
tate to repeat the more than 40-year-old 
charges of "super-industrializer." Stalin 
had to drop that one in 1930 when he him- 
self became a "super-industrializer." 

we are told, "including The Foundations 
of Leninism, Concerning-Questions of 
Leninism and Questions and Answers, 
sharply criticizing Trotsky's opportunist 
fallacies and defending Leninism. He 
pointed out: 'Lack of confidence in the 
socialist potentialities of our  work of 
construction leads to liquidationism and 
to degeneration . . . . I  Stalin believed that 
the victory of socialism was possible in 
one country since-Soviet power was sup- 
ported by the strong worker-peasant alli- 
ance and backed by the international pro- 
letariat and the people of the colonies 
and semi-colonies. He pointed out that 
the essence of Trotsky's fallacies was to 
'clear the way for a bourgeois-democratic 
republic....' Stalin exposed Trotsky's 
scheme of 'restoring inner-party democra- 
cy' by showing that it was aimed at under- 
mining the unity of the party, breaking 
its backbone and disintegrating it. He 
pointed out that the Trotskyists were 'in 
words -- industrialisers, but in deeds -- 
abettors of the  opponents of industrial- 
isation. 

"Stalin wrote a number of works, I' 

After an attack on Radek, Bukharin 

and Rykov as "agents of the kulaks within 
the party, the Maoist spokesman extols 
the purges organized by Stalin in which 
all the outstanding figures of Lenin's 
time were imprisoned, driven to suicide 
or simply executed : 

Soviet party and people resolutely waged 
repeated struggles against Trotsky, Zino- 
viev, Bukharin and other representatives 
of the bourgeoisie who had wormed their 
way into the party, utterly frustrated 
their opportunist line and finally purged 
them ficom the party." 

Moscow Trials at this time? Is he seeking 
an example from history which he wants to 
apply t o  China now? Why has he singled 
out a series of issues with which he 
associates the name of Trotsky? The pro- 
portion of material denouncing Trotsky's 
struggle against bureaucracy and for 
inner-,party democracy reveals more than 
the Maoists perhaps intended. 

launched wasn't it aimed at the "bureau- 
crats"? How did this objective happen to 
become "Trotskyist" and therefore highly 
reprehensible ? 

The sudden injection of "Trotsky- 
ism as a theme in the bitter factional 
struggle against the political opposition 
to Ma0 is of particular interest because 
of the clear way in which the Maoists 
associate it with the content of the "cul- 
tural revolution. I' The "cultural revolu- 
tion" is directly linked by the Maoists 
themselves to Stalin's monstrous purges 
of the thirties! 

"Under Stalin's leadership, the 

Why has Ma0 decided to praise the 

When the "cultural revolution" was 

And, as if to drive home the point, 
they repeat Stalin's foul slanders against 
his victims, trimming them only to meet 
the immediate needs of the current fac- 
tional struggle in China. (They omit the 
themes about Stalin's victims having s o l d  
out to Hitler and the Mikado. This perhaps 
will come later. ) 

ancient slanders by the Chinese leader- 
ship mean for the course of their own 
"cultural revolution"? Lenin's Central 
Committee, after being framed-up by Stalin, 
were shot. Is that what Ma0 plans for his 
opponents in the leadership of the Chinese 
CP? If' not, why raise the example of the 
Moscow Trials? 

The Maoist authors of "A Great 
Historic Document" are not entirely un- 
critical of Stalin. Their criticism how- 
ever is a singular one. They maintain 
that Stalin did not carry the purges far 
enough ! 

"But where he [Stalinl failed was 
in not recognising on the level of theory, 

What does the reiteration of these 
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DEATH OF OMOTOSHO -- A BLOW TO NIGERIAN SOCIALISTS 

t h a t  c l a s ses  and c l a s s  struggle e x i s t  i n  
soc ie ty  throughout the h i s t o r i c a l  period 
of the d ic ta torsh ip  of the p r o l e t a r i a t  
and the question of who w i l l  win i n  the 
revolution has ye t  t o  be f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d ;  
i n  other words, i f  a l l  t h i s  i s  not han- 
dled properly there  i s  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
a come-back o f  the bourgeoisie." 

The reason f o r  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  i s  
r a the r  obvious. It is  intended t o  account 
f o r  Khrushchevism, which the Maoists do 
not see a s  the continuation o f  Stalinism -- which it r e a l l y  is .  Since they a re  i n  
conf l i c t  with S t a l i n ' s  handpicked h e i r s ,  
while they ex to l  S t a l i n  himself, they a re  
faced with the problem of explaining the 
o r ig in  o f  Khrushchevism. I n  absolute con- 
t r a d i c t i o n  t o  Marxist method and theory, 
not t o  mention the most  obvious f a c t s ,  
they f ind  p a r t  of the explanation i n  a 
lack  of vigilance on S t a l i n ' s  pa r t .  

This "explanation" a l so  has the 
advantage of j u s t i fy ing  Mao's current way 
of meeting c r i t i c s  of h i s  regime and pol- 
i c i e s  and of making it sound more plau- 
s i b l e  t h a t  anyone who opposes the grea t  
helmsman i s  obviously out t o  r e s to re  cap- 
i tal ism. They "sneaked i n t o  the par ty ."  

Where the log ic  of Maoism leads t o  
i s  indicated by the f a c t  t h a t  Marx and 
Engels a re  no longer accepted as authori- 
t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  These protagonists of 
pro le ta r ian  democracy, whom Lenin c i t e d  
i n  h i s  pamphlet S ta te  and Revolution, of- 
f e r  no help t o  the c u l t  of Mao! Or, as 
the Maoist spokesmen put it i n  "A Great 

Hist0ri.c Document," the a r t i c l e  laying 
down the l i n e  f o r  7OO,OOO,OoO people i n  
China : 

"Marx and Engels could not possibly 
solve t h i s  s e r i e s  of major  t heo re t i ca l  
problems a t  t h e i r  time...lenin died ea r ly ;  
he did not l i v e  t o  solve these problems i n  
prac t ice .  

I f  t h i s  is not p l a i n  enough, more 
i s  offered: 

"In the ea r ly  years o f  the 20th 
Century, Marxism developed i n t o  the stage 
of Leninism; i n  the present e r a ,  i t  has 
developed fu r the r  i n t o  the stage o f  Ma0 
Tse-tung's thought." Or t o  be more blunt,  
where a contradiction i s  t o  be found, 
Mao's thought replaces the teachings of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin. 

.As t o  the new "theory" t h a t  it i s  
"necessary t o  strengthen the d ic ta torsh ip  
of the p r o l e t a r i a t  f o r  a long period of 
time," there i s  a straightforward an- 
nouncement t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  e n t a i l  more up- 
heavals. I n  shor t  the "cu l tura l  revolu- 
t i on"  i s  j u s t  beginning : 

"The present great cu l tu ra l  revolu- 
t i o n  i s  only the f i rs t ,  and i n  the fu ture  
there a:re bound t o  be many others. .  . i f  
things are not properly handled, a capi- 
t a l i s t  r e s to ra t ion  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  a t  any 
time. A:L1 members of the Communist party 
and the people of the whole country must 
not think t h a t  everything w i l l  be a l r i g h t  
a f t e r  one o r  t w o  g rea t  cu l tu ra l  revolu- 
t i ons ,  or even three o r  four.  

Ibadan 

A t  a time when the c r i s i s  i n  Niger- 
i a  i s  deepening and the country stands on 
the brink of c i v i l  war, the Nigerian so- 
c i a l i s t  movement suffered a grievous loss 
with the death of J.O.B.Omotosho on 
May 20. 

J.O.B. a s  he was known t o  h i s  
f r i ends  and comrades was the founder and 
first ed i to r  of Advance, "The Nigerian 
Workers Newspaper." He w a s  on the editor- 
i a l  board of E g e r i a n  Soc ia l i s t .  He w a s  
president of the Nigerian Union of Demo- 
c r a t i c  Journa l i s t s ;  and l e g a l  advisor t o  
many trade unions, t o  the Nigerian Ten- 
an t s  Association and other peoples orga- 
nizations.  

J.O.B.Omotosho w a s  k i l l e d  i n  an 
automobile accident on the Ibadan-Lagos 
road. He w a s  48. H i s  funeral  was held on 
May 27 a t  Ipot i -Eki t i  where he w a s  the 
in sp i r e r  and organizer of a la rge  collec- 
t i v e  farm and development pro jec t .  H i s  
program of  peasant organization was j u s t  

gathering momentum i n  the western region. 

J.O.B.Omotosho w a s  an attorney 
by profession, and was always t o  be found 
defending poor peasants, workers and 
those urider a t t ack  by the government. 

He was the advocate f o r  D r .  Victor 
Allen and others against  f a l s e  charges of 
s ed i t i on  and treason and w a s  the attorney 
who saved the l i f e  of Celestine Bassong, 
a f igh te r  of the Union des Populations du 
Camerouri [Popular Union of the Cameroons], 
who would have been sent t o  a f i r i n g  squad 
i n  the Republic of Cameroun. 

A t  the time of h i s  death, J .O.B.  
was a member of the Nigerian Academy of 
Sc ien t i f i c  and Technical Workers. H i s  
l as t  paper before t h a t  body was a b r i l -  
l i a n t  pi.ece on "Marxist Attitude t o  Law 
i n  Developing Nations. 

H i s  death i s  a t r ag ic  l o s s  t o  the 
peoples and soc ia l i s t  movements. 
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THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" AND 'THE JAPANESE LEFT 

By S. Okatani 

Outside of China i t s e l f ,  the "cul- 
tural  revolution" has had i t s  g rea t e s t  
impact i n  Japan. This i s  not  surprising, 
since Japan, f o r  more than a thousand 
years has been under the cul tural  influ- 
ence of China. Chinese characters are 
s t i l l  i n  use i n  the language; and the 
e t h i c a l  and moral precepts of Confucian- 
i s m  have l e f t  as deep an imprint on cul- 
tural  t r a d i t i o n s  as P u r i t a n i s m  has in 
England and North America. 

In academic c i r c l e s ,  i n t e r e s t  has 
been espec ia l ly  high. A symposium of  lead- 
ing  "sinologists" on "The Era of the Ma0 
Dynasty," a t t r a c t e d  widespread attention. 
Among the pa r t i c ipan t s  w a s  Professor Shi- 
geo Kaieulca, a dedicated Maoist and au- 
thor of Mao's biography. 

One of Japan's leading phys ic i s t s ,  
Shorthi  Sakata, known in t e rna t iona l ly  f o r  
h i s  work i n  nuclear research, caused a 
sensation when he s t a t ed  t h a t  the young 
Chinese phys ic i s t s  would soon lead the 
world because they followed the teachings 
of Mao. 

Effect Upon the 
Japanese Communist Party 

But the most important e f f e c t  of 
the "cultural  revolution," as w a s  t o  be 
expected, has been on the l e f t  w i n g  of 
the Japanese working-class movement, es- 
pec ia l ly  those groups which were t r ad i -  
t i o n a l l y  pro-Peking in or ien ta t ion  and 
which have f e l t  compelled t o  reverse 
themselves. Other groups, which had pre- 
viously been very c r i t i c a l ,  have now 
swung much c loser  t o  China. 

Up u n t i l  recent ly  the Communist 
pa r ty  had been Peking's most loya l  a l l y ,  
pa r t i cu la r ly  a f t e r  the outbreak of the 
Sino-Soviet conf l i c t .  Now it has become 
an outspoken c r i t i c .  

f o l l o w s  from adherence t o  the pr inc ip le  
t h a t  it i s  wrong f o r  one Communist par ty  
t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  the in t e rna l  affairs  of 
another. But i t  seems t h a t  the CP leaders 
a re  a l i t t l e  embarrassed over t h e i r  new 
ro le .  5 e y  are r e luc t an t  t o  explain it. 
L i t t l e  is  t o  be found i n  t h e i r  many pub- 
l icat ions dealing with the question. 

In the January 24 Akahata, an ar- 
t i c l e ,  "An Answer t o  Slanderous Charges 
Made by the Red Guards," sought t o  j u s t i -  
f y  Japanese cr i t ic isms of the leadership 
of the Chinese Communist par ty  and t o  
rationalize the expulsion o f  members of 
the Japanese Communist pa r ty  who had 
l i ned  up with China. But n o t  once d id  it 
venture i n t o  polemics over ideological 

Its new a t t i t u d e ,  it explains, 

differences or reveal what went on between 
the top leaders of the CCP and the JCP. 

This half-hearted a t t i t u d e  r a i s e s  
a very serious and urgent question f o r  the 
JCP. If the par ty  has d i f f i c u l t y  i n  elabo- 
r a t i n g  i t s  own a t t i t u d e  toward China, how 
can it possibly influence workers keenly 
in te res ted  in the "cultural  revolution"? 
How can the leadership expel members of 
t h e i r  own par ty  because they support China, 
ye t  r e f r a i n  from explaining the r e l a t ions  
between the JCP and the CCP? 

The c r i s i s  in the re la t ionship  be- 
tween the t w o  p a r t i e s  f i r s t  came t o  the 
surface las t  year as the "cultural  revolu- 
t i on"  developed. A s  ea r ly  as January 1966 
the JCP began t o  advance i ts  "independent" 
pos i t ion  i n  the in te rna t iona l  Communist 
movement. 

A t  the national congress of presi-  
dents of par ty  prefecture branches, Gen- 
e r a l  Secretary Kenji Miyamoto is  reported 
t o  have s t a t ed  t h a t  the JCP w a s  not sup- 
porting the CCP f o r  t w o  reasons. One was 
the CCP's view t h a t  the Russian proposal 
f o r  an in te rna t iona l  united f ron t  against  
U.S. imperialism w a s  nothing but a "com- 
promise with imperialism." The other was 
the demand of the CCP t h a t  the JCP launch 
an armed struggle i n  Japan. 

The withdrawal o f  the JCP from the 
o r b i t  o f  the CCP i s  rooted i n  the same 
causes t h a t  i n i t i a l l y  compelled the CCP 
leadership t o  p rec ip i ta te  the "cu l tura l  
revolu t i  on. I t  

One of the most  important of these, 
aside from those offered o f f i c i a l l y ,  was 
the t ex r ib l e  defeat suffered by the Indo- 
nesian Communist party,  which w a s  under 
the influence of the CCP. It is  a l s o  wide- 
l y  believed t h a t  the JCP brass were an- 
gered a t  the attempt of the Chinese t o  
intervene i n  the a f f a i r s  of t h e i r  par ty  a t  
the time of the nationwide s t r i k e  ac t ion  
April 17, 1965, i n  order t o  compel the JCP 
leaders t o  change t h e i r  po l ic ies .  

w a r  in Vietnam is  a contributing fac tor .  

an important a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  "For Inter-  
national United Action and an Internation- 
a l  United Bent against  American Imperial- 
i s m . "  This stood i n  sharp cont ras t  t o  the 
Chinese pos i t ion  of h o s t i l i t y  t o  j o i n t  
action with the USSR. 

mere  i s  no doubt, t o o ,  t h a t  the 

Las t  February 9,  Akahata published 

Immediately a f t e r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  was 
published, the leaders of the JCP v i s i t ed  
China, North Korea and North Vietnam. This 
coincided with a t r i p  by representatives 
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of the Cuban government to the same 
places at the same time. "he purpose of 
this move soon became clear. 

A statement, issued in common with 
the Vietnamese Workers party, took as its 
central point the urgent necessity to 
establish an international united front 
of the workers states to defend the Viet- 
namese revolution. 

In a speech in Korea, Miyamoto in- 
sisted that the policies of the Russian 
leadership have a dual nature -- revi- 
sionist and a side that is shifting away 
from revisionism. 

%is proposal for an international 
united front was rejected by the CCP. It 
became clear to the Japanese leadership 
that a fundamental difference existed be- 
tween them and their previous allies on 
the question of defending the revolution 
in Asia. 

The conflict remained muted until 
the world peace conference in Japan last 
August when it flared into the open. Un- 
der the leadership of the JCP, the Gen- 
suikyo [Antinuclear and Antihydrogen Bomb 
Association -- the body which sponsors an 
international antinuclear conference each 
year] had indicated where it stood in the 
Sino-Soviet conflict when it first became 
intense by expelling the pro-Russian wing 
of the organization. Last August another 
split occurred. "he pro-Peking faction 
walked out. 

In a message of greetings to the 
conference, Chou En-lai condemned the 
"Rus s ian revisionists and "re act i onary 
elements"; and, much to the anger of the 
JCP, levelled an indirect criticism of 
them. !?he JCP leadership replied to Chou 
En-lai in an article in Akahata, counter- 
posing their own position of appealing 
for an international united front. 

peace conference were not confined there. 
All the organizations where the JCP had 
any influence at all underwent similar 
experiences. We will return to these fur- 
ther on. 

"he reversal in line caused mem- 
bers of the Communist party considerable 
difficulties. After publishing the arti- 
cle, "For International United Action and 
an International United Front against 
American Imperialism" -- the article 
which first indicated that important dif- 
ferences existed -- Akahata began to make 
oblique references to and criticisms of a 
"certain dogmatic group" which "blindly 
follows a foreign party." 

which to launch public attacks was chosen. 
"his was a small pro-Peking 
itself the "Communist Party Eiberation 

The crises that plagued the world 

A target outside the party against 

oup calling 

Front)," concentrated mainly in the Osaka 
region, headed by one Shigeo Shida. Osten- 
sibly the JCP leaders were replying to a 
sharp cxitique which this tendency had 
made of both the Japanese and Indonesian 
Communist parties, but from a pro-Peking 
point of view. Obviously, the JCP leaders 
were shooting at bigger targets since the 
group which they attacked is so small that 
it is difficult to obtain its literary 
materia:L, its only available production 
being a circular addressed last February 
to all Communist organizations. 

where the flare-up occurred, the pro- 
Chinese tendency was represented by the 
Yamaguchi €!ref ec ture branch of the Commu- 
nist party, which called itself a branch 
of the "Communist Party (Revolutionary 
Left)." In its three publications, this 
tendency had castigated the leaders of the 
party as; "revisionists who flee when they 
face a crisis." They called the JCP itself 
"an opportunist party which is joining the 
anti-Chinese cabal. 'I Leading members of 
the tendency were expelled shortly there- 
after . 

The new program of the party sought 
to codify for the first time "independence 
from Moscow and Peking." In the course of 
adopting it, two important Central Commit- 
tee members were thrown out. One of them 
had voted against the new line and the 
other had abstained. This occurred at the 
Central Committee meeting of August 27-29. 

The two involved in this were Ruji 
Nishazawa, well-known for his book, A Study 
of Ma0 Tse-tug's "hougg, who voted 
against the resolution, and Yasuji Anzai, 
who abstained. 

were correspondents for Akahata, were not 
spared in the struggle over the uew line. 
Expulsions took place in East Berlin and 
Hanoi and there were reprisals from the 
other side. 

A supporter of the new line, living 
in Peking was subjected to hooligan treat- 
ment by resident Japanese students of the 
pro-Peking tendency. At the Tenth National 
Conference of the party, these students 
were accused of blindly following "foreign 
forces" and committing a "shameful counter- 
revolutionary action." 

In all this, perhaps the most sur- 
prising to those in Japan who follow Chi- 
nese affairs was the news that Koichi 
Saionji had been expelled from the JCP. 
He is well-known, not only because he is 
a Communist who came from a family that 
ranks high in the Japanese aristocracy, 
but because of his activities during 
World War I1 when he gave assistance to 
Dr. Sorge, the Soviet intelligence agent 
executed by the Japanese militarist gov- 
ernment. 

At the August 1966 world conference 

Members living abroad, many of whom 
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Saionji had been in Peking for a 
decade as a representative of the Japan- 
China Friendship Association. Although 
it was evident that his interest in China 
was deep, it was relatively unknown, ex- 
cept in top circles of the party, that he 
held a party card. 

Uninhibited by the harsh words ut- 
tered in the past, the Russian leaders 
have now made approaches to the JCP, at- 
tempting to take advantage of the break 
with the CCP. Their public attitude ap- 
pears to be more fraternal than the one 
they display toward their own tiny ally, 
the pro-Russian CP of around only 1,000 
members. 

Socialist Party Also Under 
Influence of Chinese Events 

Those who were surprised at the re- 
versal of the line of the JCP were as- 
tounded to discover that groups that did 
not even pretend to call themselves Com- 
munist were polarizing into differing 
postures on the "cultural revolution, 
with factions moving closer and closer to 
the CCP. This could already be seen at 
the world peace conference last August. 

Socialism group in the Socialist party, 
Yanosuke Narasaki and five other members 
of the party visited China and publicly 
expressed support for the "cultural revo- 
lution. l t  

the Japan-China friendship Association 
because of the latter's refusal to sign a 
common communiqu6 with the Chinese repre- 
sentatives during the Chinese Indepen- 
dence Celebrations, another Socialist 
party group, including Toshio Kuroda and 
other members of the Heiwadoshikai (Com- 
rades for Peace) intervened, getting in 
touch with the CCP and signing the com- 
muniqu6 in place of the JCP to the satis- 
faction of the CCP representatives. After 
that they began to organize a new Japan- 
China Friendship Association. 

These are but examples. In every 
mass organization in the country which is 
having internal difficulties because of 
the change in relations between the JCP 
and the CCP, there are strong pro-Chinese 
tendencies. 

Representing the Study Meeting for 

After the break between China and 

'phe present attitude of the Chi- 
nese Communist party to the Japanese So- 
cialist party stands in glaring contrast 
to that of the period when the Sino- 
Soviet conflict first broke into the open. 

Although formally the SP took a 
neutral position due to its sympathy f o r  
the line of "peaceful coexistence" and 
the program of structural reforms, it was 
partial to Moscow's side in the dispute. 
For example, Seburo Eda, general secre- 

tary 01: the Socialist party and Hiroo Wada, 
head o f  the SP's international affairs de- 
partment, were denounced by the CCP as 
"colleagues of the American imperialists 
and the revisionists. 'I There now appears 
to have? been a switch on this. 

"he formal attitude taken at the 
SP's annual conference was that the "cul- 
tural i?evolution" in China was too un- 
stable for a definitive position to be 
adoptetl; nevertheless, under the leader- 
ship of Kozo Sasaki, president of the par- 
ty, who has always been sympathetic to 
China, the party is moving much closer to 
the CCP. 

The shift is due in part to the 
change in the SP leadership with the de- 
feat of  the Eda faction. This group had 
been in extreme opposition to the Commu- 
nists 'and had bluntly refused to partici- 
pate in any united-front organization 
around such questions as the Japanese- 
South Korean pact, etc. When the struggle 
erupted in Gensuikyo during the Sino-Soviet 
conflict, they seized the opportunity to 
abandon that organization, setting up 
their own antinuclear bomb association, 
the Gexlsuikin. They also split from the 
Japan-Soviet Friendship Association. 

The Eda wing lost power to the 
Sasaki tendency at the national conference 
of the party in 1965. The Sasaki wing has 
a record of being more sympathetic to the 
Japanese and Chinese Communist parties. 
Because of the struggle now going on be- 
tween these two parties, and because the 
SP is looking for new allies, the Chinese 
have adopted a very friendly attitude 
toward it. 

SP has been subjecteC to severe attacks by 
the JCP and is being engaged by it in a 
factional struggle inside those mass orga- 
nizations which are affected by the new 
line. 

of all this is that the old Eda faction's 
right-wing criticisms of the Sasaki SP 
leadership find a parallel in the criti- 
cisms the JCP leadership make against the 
pro-Chinese tendency. 

As a result, the leadership of the 

And what is remarkable in the midst 

What Will Be the Long-Term Effects 
on the Japanese Left? 

At first glance, it appears very 
peculiar that each time turmoil is seen in 
a mass organization and a split occurs, 
the split is due to the pro-SP group pull- 
ing out and setting up a new organization, 
despite holding a majority in the old orga- 
nization. 

and the Japan-Soviet Friendship Asso- 
ciation split at the time of the Sino- 
Soviet; conflict. SP groups under Eda's 

This was the case when Gensuikyo 
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influence walked out. 

And the same was true when the 
Japan-China Friendship Association and 
the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee split 
during the recent Sino-Japanese Communist 
party division. Jiichiro Matsumoto, the 
president, and many other well-known 
leaders of the committee, such as Haruo 
Okada, walked out. 

why, since they held the majority, 
did they not expel the minority that sup- 
ported the line of the JCP? The answer is 
simple. They knew they would have diffi- 
culty controlling the ranks, many of whom 
were Communist militants. 

the Chinese camp, the most serious prob- 
lem before it will be its ability to keep 
its supporters on the "independent" line. 

It is now more than likely that 
the JCP will become integrated into what 
has become lrnown today in the interna- 
tional Communist movement as "the third 
tendency," which includes the Cuban and 
North Korean Communist parties. Its par- 
ticipation in this tendency will give new 
scope to the colonial revolution. 

But it is necessary to pay close 
attention to those features of the Japa- 
nese Communist party that distinguish it 
from the other "third tendency" parties. 
For instance, nationalism as a program to 
mobilize the masses is possible in Korea 
and other developing countries. In Japan 
it is impossible. Yet the JCP is commit- 
ted to this position, a legacy of the 
Stalinist influence upon it and the ideo- 
logical basis of its reformism. 

The JCP leaders are quite unlike 
the Cubans, who are firm international- 
ists. Unlike the Cuban CP, the JCP will 
be unwilling to participate wholeheart- 
edly in international campaigns. 

strength was its depicting itself as the 
most reliable and loyal ally of the Rus- 
sian and Chinese Communist parties in Ja- 
pan. Will it be able to hold onto its 
support and maintain its prestige among 
militants now that it does not have the 
support of either Russia or China? 

Now that the JCP has broken from 

In the past, a mainstay of JCP 

The difficulties that will confront 
the JCP can be foreseen when one looks at 
Gensuikyo. First there were the expulsions 
of "the revisionist delegates" who were 
under Russian influence; then came the 
turn of "the dogmatists" who supported 
the pro-Peking tendency. 

A s  Gensuikyo is an international 
body, dependent on support internationally 
on Stalinist connections in the various 
peace committees and CP front groups all 
over the world -- a large proportion of 
the delegates in the past came from this 
source .-- which foreign delegates, and 
how maqy, will be inclined to come to the 
next conference? How can it keep the con- 
ference going every August without the 
presence of substantial foreign delega- 
tions? Isn't it possible that its compet- 
itor, Gensuikin, which is under the con- 
trol of the Socialist party, and which 
has kept a somewhat neutral posture on 
the questions that presently divide the 
world Communist movement, will be sup- 
ported by m a n y  more foreign delegations? 

And Gensuilqo will be unwilling to 
have delegates attend its conference if 
they have already participated in Gensui- 
kin. Tho o n l y  solution, it would seem, 
that could ensure adequate representation 
from abroad would be to unite the two 
organizations. If this were to occur, the 
CP would lose whatever degree of leader- 
ship it has been able to maintain in this 
field. 

party, which is monolithic, the Socialist 
party now consists of several factions, 
some of them being strongly pro-Chinese 
and pro-Russian. The SP leadership now 
has important influence in most of the 
left mass movements, in the Afro-Asian 
Solidarity Committee, in the Japan- 
China Friendship Association, in Gensuikin 
and the Japan-Soviet Friendship Associa- 
tion, to name a few. 

It is obvious that at each new 
level of development of the Sino-Soviet 
conflict and at each new stage in the 
antagonisms between the CCP and the JCP, 
the Socialist party is going to 'be deeply 
affected by the differences; and it, t o o ,  
is going to be rent by factional strug- 
gles, 

In comparison to the Communist 

CUBAN CAPTURJ3D IN VENEZUELA "FOUND" HANGED IN CELL 

The Venezuelan government claims 
that Pedro Cabrera Torres, a Cuban nation- 
al who was captured in a landing made 
May 8 by Venezuelan guerrillas, hanged 
himself in his cell while awaiting trial. 
His body was found by a guard June 2 and 
the news was released the same day. The 
circumstances recall the death of Fabri- 

cio Ojeda a year ago June 21. He, too, 
according to the Venezuelan government 
"hanged himself" in his cell shortly after 
being captured. In Mexico, where there is 
no death penalty, prisoners are shot "while 
fleeing." In Venezuela, it seems, they 
don't even flee. They just conveniently 
strangle themselves. 



-593- 

THE FUTILE EFFORT TO BAN PROLIFERATION O F  THE BOMB 

By Henri Valin 

More than mere coincidence was in- 
volved i n  Lyndon Johnson's attendance a t  
the funeral  services f o r  ex-Chancellor 
Adenauer. H i s  v i s i t  t o  Western Europe 
came prec ise ly  when, f o r  the f i r s t  time 
since the end of the Second World W a r ,  
West German foreign policy w a s  publicly 
p i t t e d  against  the S ta te  Department l i n e  
on a c ruc ia l  i s sue  i n  in te rna t iona l  poli-  
t i c s .  

"he coincidence can be taken as  
symbolical of the end of the Adenauer 
e r a ,  an e ra  marked by the c loses t  collab- 
ora t ion  between Washington and Bonn. And, 
i f  the professional p o l i t i c i a n  from Texas 
required no genuine gr ie f  t o  produce a 
few t e a r s  a s  he l e f t  the cathedral  a t  
Cologne, there i s  not the  s l i g h t e s t  doubt 
t h a t  the S ta t e  Department sincerely 
mourned an epoch when it was considered 
axiomatic f o r  American and West German 
foreign policy t o  take an iden t i ca l  view. 

&tent and L i m i t s  o f  Rebirth 
o f  West German Imperialism 

Amidst the chorus of encomiums ac- 
companying the o l d  ex-chancellor t o  h i s  
grave, a theme running throughout the 
statements of a l l  the commentators, both 
East and West, was t h a t  h i s  ro l e  had been 
t o  win back a place i n  the world f o r  Ger- 
man capitalism a f t e r  the most crushing 
mi l i t a ry  defeat suffered by any s t a t e  i n  
modern h is tory .  

agreed t h a t  it w a s  c l e a r l y  the "cold w a r , "  
the extension of the Second World W a r ,  
which gave the German bourgeoisie t h i s  
unexpected opportunity t o  make a rapid 
comeback. Adenauer's "genius" was nothing 
more than h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  understand both 
the reasons f o r  t h i s  opportunity and i t s  
l imi t a t ions ,  while avoiding any f a l s e  
s teps  which would have made Washington 
suspect h i s  l oya l ty  t o  the At lan t ic  a l l i -  
ance. 

And a l l  the commentators were 

I n  the same s p i r i t ,  most German 
bourgeois commentators blame the S ta te  
Department f o r  the r e l a t i v e  cooling-off 
i n  German-American r e l a t i o n s  which has 
occurred i n  recent months. They remind us 
how hard the West German c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  
has t r i e d  t o  remain Washington's most  
f a i t h f u l  champion i n  Western Europe; what 
an e f f o r t  it made t o  r e s i s t  the tempta- 
t i o n  of a "German Gaullism" under Chan- 
c e l l o r  Erhard; the extent t o  which it 
took on i t s e l f  the ro l e  of the lone Euro- 
pean standard-bearer of the d i r t y  w a r  i n  
Vietnam, which i s  running i n t o  more and 
more general condemnation i n  European 
bourgeois c i r c l e s .  

I f  t h i s  unconditional l oya l ty  i s  
questioned today, they say, it is  because 
Washington has clumsily and contemptuous- 
l y  disregarded the v i t a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  West 
German capitalism both i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  
with Moscow and i n  the sphere of nuclear 
armaments. (Che proposed t r e a t y  on nonpro- 
l i f e r a t i o n  of nuclear armaments draf ted  
i n  Geneva by the Americans, Soviets,  and 
Br i t i sh  i s  sa id  t o  be the source of the 
trouble.  

t i o n ' s  policy of a "d6tente" i n  Europe i s  
not s o  much the r e s u l t  of a de l ibera te  
choice by the S ta te  Department t o  loosen 
the t i e s  w i t h  i t s  "favored a l l y "  a s  it i s  
an inevi tab le  consequence of the Vietnam 
war. Having opted f o r  a policy giving top 
p r i o r i t y  i n  the present world s i t u a t i o n  
t o  ha l t i ng  and turning back the colonial  
revolution, the American imper i a l i s t s  must 
consequently s t r i v e  t o  avoid a " w a r  on 
two f ron t s "  and t o  secure t h e i r  European 
r ea r .  "his is  the underlying meaning of 
the "detente. I t  

I n  r e a l i t y ,  the Johnson administra- 

The Chinese are cor rec t  i n  accusing 
the Soviet Union of objectively promoting 
aggression i n  Vietnam by f a l l i n g  i n t o  the 
t r a p  of a "d6tente" which has already en- 
abled the Pentagon t o  withdraw i t s  troops 
from West Europe i n  order t o  send them 
s t r a i g h t  t o  Vietnam. 

But what the West German bourgeois 
commentators f a i l  t o  mention i n  t h e i r  
analyses of the present cooling i n  German- 
American r e l a t i o n s  i s  the fundamental am- 
b igu i ty  which has hung over these r e l a -  
t i ons  since the founding of the Bonn Re- 
public. 

The American imper ia l i s t s  deliber- 
a t e l y  encouraged the r e b i r t h  of a great 
c_apitalist i ndus t r i a l  power i n  West Ger- 
many i n  order t o  h a l t  the advance o f  
"Communism" i n  Europe. They thus helped 
t o  c rea te  a formidable competitor which 
has already taken more than a few markets 
away from them. But they had no choice, 
o r  r a t h e r ,  they preferred a West German 
c a p i t a l i s t  competitor t o  a Germany com- 
p l e t e l y  closed t o  cap i t a l .  

However, having learned from the 
experience of two world w a r s ,  the American 
imper ia l i s t s  kept some trump cards from 
the beginning i n  order t o  aver t  the build- 
up o f  a grea t  mi l i t a ry  power i n  Germany. 
Their pr inc ipa l  trump f o r  t h i s  purpose was 
t h e i r  monopoly of nuclear a r m s ,  l a t e r  re- 
placed by the t r e a t i e s  of Bonn and Par i s  
which forbade the Germans d i r e c t  access 
t o  nuclear arms. 

It was possible f o r  the contradic- 
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tion between West German imperialism's 
economic revival and its military weak- 
ness to remain veiled as long as NATO 
seemed all-powerful ; the decline in 
NATO's military strength brought it out 
into the open. If German-American rela- 
tions have cooled as a result of the 
draft treaty on nonproliferation of nu- 
clear arms, it is precisely because the 
West German bourgeoisie's impatience to 
overcome this contradiction is mounting 
year by year, if not from month to month. 

The Arms Race 
and Capitalist Competition 

Ihowing that its nuclear rearming 
is an extremely unpopular cause, not only 
with the working masses but even in capi- 
talist circles in West Europe, the West 
German bourgeoisie has deftly stressed 
not the military but the economic side of 
the draft treaty on nonproliferation of 
nuclear arms drawn up by the Americans 
and the Soviets. 

They claim, not without reason, 
that the treaty's provisions give the 
Americans a formidable advantage in the 
race for the celebrated "World Nuclear 
Market of the Seventies," which all the 
spokesmen of big capital speak of with 
all the more delectation since the pre- 
sent world market appears to be contrac- 
ting singularly at their expense. 

They voice the fear that surveil- 
lance of nuclear reactors by the Vienna 
International Nuclear Agency's "inspec- 
tors" would enable the Americans and the 
Soviets to conduct industrial espionage 
on a grand scale. 

However, the Germans with their 
"rapid feeder" are in process of scoring 
a big advance not only over their Euro- 
pean competitors but even over the USA 
and the USSR, at least in the industrial 
sphere (and tomorrow doubtless in the 
military realm -- which again proves that 
it is impossible in the long run to sep- 
arate industrial potential from military 
potential). They suspect Washington of 
wanting to retard, if not to halt, this 
sensational advance of the West German 
nuclear industry. 

These arguments have been accepted 
by virtually all the capitalist powers in 
Western Europe. An anti-American bloc won 
such an overwhelming majority of the 
votes on this question in the last two 
meetings of the NATO Council that Wash- 
ington, recognizing its defeat, was 
forced to simply withdraw its draft trea- 
ty and reopen negotiations with the Krem- 
lin on a new, heavily amended version of 
such a treaty. 

In Asia, India and Japan also re- 
belled against the proposed treaty, 
claiming that it left them defenseless 

against a "nuclear attack" (the intimation 
is by China), since no American nuclear 
guarantee is extended to these two coun- 
tries. 

There was even talk of the revival 
of a Bonn-Tokyo Axis on this occasion, or 
of one going from Bonn to Tokyo via New 
Delhi. In the case of the Japanese imperi- 
alists, concern over industrial competi- 
tion doEbtless plays a much more important 
role than preoccupation with military "se- 
curity." As for the Indian bourgeoisie, it 
is holding fast to its criminal policy of 
siphoning off the tensions of its internal 
social contradictions, which are approach- 
ing the point of a revolutionary explosion, 
into conflicts with neighboring countries. 

far as t o  threaten to build a nuclear bomb, 
and thus of squandering resources which 
could save millions of people from famine. 

bined pressure of almost the entire world 
bourgeoisie is quite significant. Doubt- 
less, the amended version of the treaty 
will take better account of the particular 
interests of the other capitalist powers. 
This affair pointed up more than a cooling 
in the relations between Bonn and Washing- 
ton. It also revealed the fact that Amer- 
ican imperialism by itself can no longer 
speak in the name of the entire interna- 
tional bourgeoisie. 

Capitalist solidarity in the face 
of the "Communist menace 'I is still intact; 
neither NATO nor SEAT0 is going to col- 
lapse. But within the context of this s o l -  
idarity, the problem of competition is be- 
coming more and more extensive; and the 
deterioration of the international econom- 
ic conjuncture is not without its role in 
this development. The same can be said of 
the altered economic relationship of 
forces among the big capitalist powers. 

Ibe New Delhi leaders have gone so 

Washington's retreat before the com- 

Nuclear Arms 
and the World Revolution 

Opposition to the draft treaty on 
nonproliferation of nuclear weapons came 
not only from the other capitalist powers 
aside from the USA. The People's Republic 
of China also opposed it. On its part, 
this opposition is understandable and le- 
gitimate. The Maoist leaders can be criti- 
cized for their irresponsible opposition 
to an international united front for the 
defense of the Vietnamese revolution; but 
one must understand their concern over 
self-defense in the face of the ever more 
clearly emerging threat of a nuclear at- 
tack against them by American imperialism. 

In principle, it would certainly be 
preferable if the various workers states 
were not forced to waste their resouxces 
on manufacturing weapons of such immense 
cost as inuclear arms. It would be prefer- 
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able if Soviet arms could serve as a nu- 
clear shield for all of the workers 
states. 

But this ideal solution is depen- 
dent on two conditions: first, that the 
Soviet bureaucracy extend a nuclear guar- 
antee to all the workers states; second- 
ly, that it effectively internationalize 
control of, and access to, these arms 
within its own "camp. I t  

Narrowly nationalistic and conser- 
vative, the Ikemlin bureaucracy is not 
prepared to fulfill either of these con- 
ditions. As yet it has not even publicly 
declared its determination to defend 
China with nuclear weapons in the event 
of an American atomic attack and thus it 
objectively encourages such an aggression. 

In these circumstances, the preoc- 
cupation of the workers states with self- 
defense, including nuclear arms and, if 
necessary, independent manufacture of 
them is perfectly legitimate. In the ab- 
sence of the above-mentioned conditions, 
to forbid such manufacture would be equiv- 
alent to denying them the right to defend 
themselves effectively against the Ameri- 
can nuclear threat. 

their anguish at the perspective of the 
proliferation of nuclear arms in the 
hands of governments, or even private or- 
ganizations which are increasingly "irre- 
sponsible. 

idea that the government in Pretoria -- 
to cite o n l y  one example! -- o r  the Fran- 
co dictatorship could have such weapons 
in their hands tomorrow is the sort of 
thing that makes for real nightmares. 
However, those who conclude from such an 
agonizing perspective that the treaty on 
nonproliferation of nuclear arms must be 
approved at any cost arrive at two par- 
ticularly illogical conclusions. 

be claimed that "extremist" and "irre- 
sponsible" governments in some small corn- 
tries are the source of the principal dan- 
ger of a nuclear conflagration? This is 

Scientists and pacifists describe 

It is easy to understand that the 

In the first place, can it really 

forgetking rather quickly that it was the 
American imperialists who first dropped 
nuclear bombs on Japan and that they alone, 
to this day, have committed such a crime -- 
that the principal nuclear threat comes 
solely from them and their aggressive pol- 
icy. 

weapons in the hands of South Africa, 
India, Pakistan, Israel, o r  Egypt could 
drag Washington into a world war "against 
its wi:Ll," by an inexorable "chain reac- 
tion" i s  a gross sophism. The prolifera- 
tion of nuclear weapons increases the risk 
of localized atomic conflicts; but the dan- 
ger of a world war rests with Washington 
and with it alone. 

Secondly, it is a delusion to think 
that the danger of proliferation can be 
curtailed by a treaty. Such a treaty would 
have the same effect as the celebrated dis- 
armament treaties of the interwar years: 
that is, in practice, no effect at; all. 

The claim that atomic or hydrogen 

It would require the creation of a 
genuine world police force; i.e., the abo- 
lition of sovereignty f o r  all states, to 
make it effective. This is unrealizable 
under present conditions. 

Thus it follows that attempts to 
build nuclear weapons would continue be- 
hind the veil of such a treaty and that it 
would simply add the risks attendant on 
redoubled secrecy to those already exist- 
ing. 

avert the danger of nuclear destruction of 
the human race is universal nuclear dis- 
armament, starting with the United States. 
Such disarmament implies the political and 
military disarmament of the imperialist 
bourgeoisie. Unless the world revolution 
goes forward, unless the American working 
masses acquire an ever clearer anti- 
imperialist and anticapitalist conscious- 
ness, no progress will be made toward this 
goal. 

It will be won the day the American 
workers take their destiny into their own 
hands 

In the long run, the o n l y  way to 

JOHNSON PLANS EIXCTRONIC W A U  FOR VIE'I'NAM 

Johnson's camarilla of brain- slightest movement in the surrounding 

This would touch off a "heavy air attack 
on the trespassers. 'I 

Planned f o r  the Demilitarized Zone, 
they suggest it could also be used on 
south Vietnam's border with Laos and Cam- 
bodia. The cost? A mere #3,500,000,000. 

trusters have come up with a new one: an terrain to a central detection receiver." 
"electronic barrier" to seal the border 
of south Vietnam. 

Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 
writing in the June 1 New York Post de- 
scribe the projected barrier as made up 
of "electronic mines that transmit the 
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ALARM I N  JAPAN OVER ESCALATING DANGER OF WORLD WAR 

The bombing of Hanoi and the ad- 
vance o f  U.S. troops i n t o  the Demilita- 
r i zed  Zone s e t  up between the two halves 
of Vietnam touched off f e a r  i n  Japan t h a t  
the world may be standing close t o  the 
brink o f  catastrophe. 

voiced by Tensei Jingo, a columnist i n  
the Asahi Shimbun, whose a r t i c l e  appeared 
i n  an Faglish translation i n  the May 23 
Asahi kTening News. 

has become an arena f o r  ground f igh t ing ,  
he declared, "the U.S. and Saigon forces  
probably w i l l  reach the Ben Hai River -- 
the ultimate boundary. "hen only the 100- 
meter-wide r i v e r  w i l l  separate the oppos- 
ing forces.  

each other. What happens i f  the ground 
f igh t ing  next crosses the narrow r i v e r  
i n t o  the northern p a r t  of Vietnam? 

continues the Tokyo columnist, "is the 
short  fuse which would l i g h t  the dynamite 
of an all-out clash -- i n  a f l a s h ,  the 
world would be h i t  by a t e r r i b l e  s i tua-  
t i on .  

A typ ica l  reac t ion  was the one 

Now t h a t  the Demilitarized Zone 

These forces may start f i r i n g  a t  

"An advance i n t o  North Vietnam," 

"And a t  present,  sparks a re  f ly ing  
i n  the v i c i n i t y  of the fuse." 

:In an e d i t o r i a l  i n  the same issue,  
t h i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  newspaper expressed i ts  
apprehensions: 

"It is  t rue  t h a t  the w a r  i n  Viet- 
nam has now reached a c r i t i c a l  stage. The 
expansion of the  bombings of North Viet- 
nam has posed the danger o f  se r ious ly  in- 
fluencing the U.S.-Soviet and U.S.-China 
r e l a t ions ,  while the k i l l i n g  and in jur ing  
of ' innocent'  people and the u t t e r  de- 
s t ruc t ion  of v i l l ages  and f i e l d s  through 
the 'scorched e a r t h '  s t ra tegy  i n  South 
Vietnam have brought about a stage t h a t  
can no longer be l e f t  alone notwithstand- 
ing the premise t h a t  ' t h i s  i s  war.' 

reinforcements a re  reported. 
"Moreover, huge American troops 

"The vicious c i r c l e s  o f  aggrava- 
t i o n  and esca la t ion  have been repeatedly 
car r ied  out i n  t h i s  struggle,  making t h i s  
a w a r  termed a ' f i g h t  without s t ra tegy . '  
Hence, .my fu r the r  esca la t ion  of the pres- 
en t  h o s t i l i t i e s  must be thwarted by a l l  
possible means. 'I 

JOHNSON FLOUNDERS I N  MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 

By Joseph Hansen 

I n  the tense c r i s i s  over the Mid- 
d le  East, two strange reactions in Ameri- 
can ru l ing  c i r c l e s  have caught interna- 
t i ona l  a t ten t ion .  

One is  the cautious posture sud- 
denly adopted by the Johnson administra- 
t ion .  This stands i n  remarkable cont ras t  
t o  i t s  trigger-happy a t t i t u d e  i n  the Do- 
minican c r i s i s  when the policy w a s  t o  
shoot f i r s t  and ask questions la te r .  

ligerence i n  sec tors  of the c a p i t a l i s t  
c l a s s  which have been expressing increas- 
ingly sharp opposition over Johnson's 
esca la t ion  o f  the w a r  i n  Vietnam. These 
c i r c l e s ,  which have i n s i s t e d  on the tac- 
t i c a l  i nadv i sab i l i t y  of the esca la t ion  i n  
Vietnam and the danger t h a t  it could 
touch off World War 111, have abruptly 
switched. They are  i n s i s t i n g  -- and i n  
no mild terms -- t h a t  Johnson take a 
"firm stand" against  Nasser I s  asse r t ion  
of the sovereignty of the United Arab Re- 
public over the Gulf of Aqaba. 

The New York T i m e s ,  which has cam- 
paigned pe r s i s t en t ly  over the pas t  two 
years f o r  a t a c t i c a l  modification of U.S. 

The other i s  the display of bel- 

policy i n  Vietnam, and which has argued 
t h a t  Johnson's concentration on a w a r  i n  
Southeast A s i a  has caused him t o  s l i g h t  
more important i n t e r e s t s  elsewhere, espe- 
c i a l l y  an unparalleled opportunity t o  ex- 
p l o i t  the weaknesses revealed by the cur- 
rent  government in the Soviet Union, 
dropped the sedate tone normally employed 
i n  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  columns and resor ted  t o  
language not far f rom t h a t  t o  be found i n  
the most chauvinistic gu t t e r  sheets.  

On June 2, the Times scored de 
Gaulle, "who i s  apparently wi l l ing  t o  
throw I s r a e l  t o  the Egyptian sharks." It 
fulminated over "Nasser's i l l e g a l  attempt 
t o  blockade the Gulf of Aqaba." And it  
did not hes i ta te  t o  r a t t l e  the w a r  drums 
against  Moscow because of the encourage- 
ment from there t o  Nasser. 

":Russia's present r u l e r s  are more 
cautious than Nikita Khrushchev," de- 
c la red  the e d i t o r i a l ,  "but the game they 
are now playing i n  the Middle East could 
prove a lmos t  as r i se  a s  the Cuban m i s -  
s i l e  adventure that nearly incinerated 
the world and ult imately cos t  Khrushchev 
h i s  job. " 
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After t h i s  dark reference t o  the 
possibi l i ty  of the world being inciner- 
ated and the game costing the present 
ru le rs  of Russia the i r  jobs, the Times 
dragged i n  the ancient theme about "the 
h is tor ic  Russian expansionist drive to-  
ward w a r m  water." 'phis i s  "a kind of i m -  
perialism, 'I we are informed, which "the 
cap i t a l i s t  nations have long since aban- 
doned." (Are we t o  conclude tha t  the cap- 
i t a l i s t  nations long ago seized a l l  the 
w a r m  water they require and now reserve 
the i r  expansionist drive o n l y  t o  w a r m  
land l ike  Southeast Asia?) 

The Times hints  in the f ina l  sen- 
tences of the ed i tor ia l  a t  the t rue 
causes of i t s  emotional outburst: 

[by Moscow1 t o  achieve a posit ion astr ide 
West Europe's v i t a l  o i l  sources tha t  
could be exploited f o r  blackmail pur- 
poses i n  the future. It suggests tha t  
Moscow's sweet t a lk  i n  Europe may be an- 
other e f for t ,  as  i n  1955, t o  put the 
Allies off guard while attempting t o  turn 
NATO's  c r i t i c a l  southeastern flank." 

on foreign a f f a i r s ,  put it w i t h  notable 
succinctness i n  explaining how it hap- 
pened tha t  the U.S. which "never even 
pretended t o  have a Middle East policy 
pr ior  t o  World W a r  11" was "forced" t o  
"become interested i n  the area." 

"American o i l  concessions along 
the Persian Gulf began t o  show signs of 
incredible wealth. 'Phe region's former 
suzerains, Britain and fiance,  were re- 
spectively debi l i ta ted and destroyed. 
Finally, Hi t le r ' s  diabolical persecu- 
t i on  drove Europe's surviving Jews t o  
Zionism and produced dynamic Israel .  Pe- 
troleum, a power vacuum and po l i t i ca l  
concern over Jewish Palestine thus 
brought the U.S.A. into the Middle Eas t . "  

To be observed i s  the f ac t  that  in 
Sulzberger's l i s t  of U.S. in te res t s  o i l  
comes f irst .  This is  a suff ic ient  t ipoff 
on the reasons f o r  the sudden transforma- 
t ion  of the New York Times f rom a dove 
into a hawk. 

"Combined w i t h  t h i s  i s  an e f for t  

C.L.Sulzberger, the Times' expert 

Johnson, we may be sure, i s  not 
l e s s  interested i n  the "incredible 
wealth" of the Middle East than the pub- 
l i shers  of the Times. Why then didn ' t  
he react  t o  Nasser's moves w i t h  h i s  own 
famous "lightning draw? ( I  

5 e r e  are several reasons. The 
most  obvious one is  tha t  he i s  bogged 
down in Vietnam. 

The New York Times i s  keenly aware 
of  t h i s  and has been drawing some lessons 
about it f o r  the edif icat ion of those en- 
trusted with the destiny o f  U.S. imperial- 
i s m .  These make very interest ing reading. 

GAMAL ABDFL NASSER 

For instance, i n  a long ed i tor ia l  May 31 
we learn: 

"It i s  neither accidental nor il- 
logical tha t  many of  the same Americans 
who are cal l ing fordescalationand uncon- 
di t ional  negotiations i n  Southeast Asia 
also c a l l  for  f i r m e s s  on the par t  of the 
United States  i n  ins i s t ing  on freedom of 
passage t o  the Gulf of Aqaba and on honor- 
ing American commitments t o  defend the 
sovereignty and independence of I s rae l . "  

According t o  the Times, no genuine 
commitments were ever made w i t h  respect 
t o  South Vietnam; but i n  the Middle East 
the s i tuat ion is to t a l ly  different.  A s  it 
views the h is tor ic  record, every American 
president since Truman has committed the 
U.S. both legal ly  and morally t o  a f i r m  
stand i n  the Middle East. (The Times, of 
course, does not ask i f  the American peo- 
ple were consulted about t h i s . )  

Besides the legal and moral fac- 
t o r s ,  American in te res t s  are involved. 
""he Middle East i s  the crossroads of  the 
world, between Asia and Europe. It has 
been a s t ra tegic  goal of Russia since 
Peter the Great. I' 

Moreover, power po l i t i c s  must be 
weighed : 
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"In i t s  great-power aspect the 
Middle Eastern c r i s i s  shapes up as a con- 
f ron ta t ion  of the Soviet Union versus the 
United S ta tes .  A s  the Br i t i sh  and French 
were gradually forced out o f  the area fo l -  
lowing World W a r  11, the United S ta t e s  
took t h e i r  place. The region is  now of 
paramount s t r a t e g i c  importance t o  t h i s  
country, whereas u n t i l  esca la t ion  of the 
Vietnam w a r ,  Southeast Asia w a s  o n l y  a 
marginal power f ac to r  f o r  the United 
S ta t e s .  

Last -- but not l e a s t  -- a l o t  of 
do l l a r s  a re  a t  stake: 

"The Persian Gulf area produces 27 
per cent of the world's petroleum and has 
proved global reserves of 60 per cent. 
American f i r m s  have a gross investment i n  
the region of more than  $2.5 b i l l i o n .  
There i s  nothing comparable i n  American 
i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  can be sa id  of the South- 
e a s t  A s i a n  peninsula." 

The Times concludes: "If Washing- 
ton now argues t h a t  it cannot afford t o  
take on two c ruc ia l  commitments a t  the 
same time, t h i s  would be another good 
reason t o  say it is  time t o  descalate the 
w a r  i n  Vietnam. 'I 

The concomitant conciusion, which 
t h i s  i n f l u e n t i a l  voice of the powerful 
Eastern sec tor  of the American ru l ing  
c l a s s  leaves unsaid, i s  t h a t  Washington 
should esca la te  the c r i s i s  i n  the Middle 
Eas t .  

Here we come t o  another reason f o r  
Johnson's hes i t a t ion .  The very extent o f  
U.S. involvement i n  exploit ing the o i l  o f  
the Middle East d i c t a t e s  caution. Both 
Washington and London had a sobering ex- 
perience on t h i s  i n  1956. 

sought t o  blackmail the Egyptian govern- 
ment by withdrawing a id  i n  building the 
Aswan dam, Nasser responded by national- 
i z ing  the Suez C a n a l ,  And when France, 
Br i ta in  and I s r a e l  answered t h i s  w i t h  
t h e i r  version of a Pearl  Harbor a t t ack  on 
Cai ro ,  the Soviet Union intervened very 
vigorously on the side o f  Egypt .  

When Secretary of S ta te  Dulles 

The na t iona l iza t ion  of the Suez 
C a n a l  was an espec ia l ly  traumatic experi- 
ence f o r  Western imperialism. No doubt i n  
the discussions now going on i n  London 
and Washington over the s i t u a t i o n ,  t h i s  
painful memory i s  very much present. If 
Johnson and Wilson move i n  the Middle East 
along the l i n e s  of the ac t ion  i n  the Do- 
minican Republic, the r e t a l i a t i o n  a t  the 
expense o f  the U.S. and Br i t i sh  o i l  in- 
t e r e s t s  could prove t o  be quite unpleas- 
ant. 

S t i l l  another consideration i s  
giving pause t o  Johnson. By backing N a s -  
s e r ,  the Soviet government has committed 
i t s  pres t ige  i n  a way it has not yet done 
i n  Vietnam. The circumstances of t h i s  
Soviet move suggest t h a t  it was done o n l y  
a f t e r  long consideration. A rep ly  by John- 
son involving any bluff has probably been 
discounted in advance. 

The Pentagon must therefore weigh 
whether o r  not the c r i s i s  i n  the Middle 
E a s t  i s  not connected a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  t o  
Johnson's reckless  esca la t ion  of the w a r  
i n  Vietnam. D i d  the pressure on the Soviet 
government f i n a l l y  reach such degree as  
t o  compel a counterthrust? Is t h i s  i t ?  

The Pentagon, the S ta te  Depart- 
ment and the White House must sure ly  be 
pondering i f  it would not be wise t o  now 
engage i n  a r e t r e a t  r a the r  than a w i l d  
plunge ahead. 

When Johnson escorted Wilson i n t o  
the White House, it w a s  noted t h a t  i n  the 
accompanying ceremonies the Br i t i sh  f l a g  
was being flown upside down. Amid laugh- 
t e r ,  t h i s  was ascribed t o  an e r ro r .  

"maritime powers," two o l d  s a l t s  who came 
up through the hawsehole, knew pe r fec t ly  
well, of course, t h a t  t h i s  i s  the tradi- 
t i ona l  signal of d i s t r e s s  on the high 
seas. No doubt they put the B r i t i s h  en- 
sign upside down i n  order t o  catch the 
attenti.on of the other maritime powers. 

In any case it symbolized t h e i r  
situati.on i n  the Middle E a s t  c r i s i s .  

But the heads of the two biggest 

U.S. SOLDIER CONVICTED FOR ANTIWAR OPINIONS 

Pvt. Andrew D. Stapp w a s  convicted 
by a U.S.  a r m y  court-martial June 1 f o r  
refusing t o  obey an order t o  t u rn  over 
h i s  a n t i w a r  and s o c i a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e .  

the l i t e r a t u r e  included copies of a e  
Militant, works by Karl Marx and Mal- 
colm X, and other r ad ica l  publications. 

"I refused t o  l e t  them take my 

According t o  the Associated Press,  

l i t e r a t u r e , "  Stapp declared, "because the 
F i r s t  Amendment of the United S ta t e s  Con- 
s t i t u t i o n  guarantees the r i  h t  of a l l  
Americans t o  f r ee  speech... 7 including] the 
r i g h t  of revolutionary s o c i a l i s t s  t o  orga- 
nize within the Army. . . "  

t o  the lowest pay grade, unconfined hard 
labor ,  and fo r f e i tu re  of two-thirds of 
one month's pay. 

Stapp was sentenced t o  a reduction 
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REPORT REGIS DEBRAY BEING STARVED 

Rdgis Debray, the French journal- 
ist  seized by the Barrientos d ic ta torsh ip  
i n  Bolivia, has f i n a l l y  been charged with 
something d e f i n i t e  a f t e r  being held in- 
communicado since April 20. 

heads the permanent mi l i t a ry  t r ibunal  i n  
La Paz, ordered t h a t  Debray and C a r l  
Andrew Roth, the English journalist ar- 
r e s t ed  a t  the same time, be t r i e d  togeth- 
e r  with seven others on charges of being 
"authors, coauthors and accomplices" i n  
crimes covered by twenty a r t i c l e s  i n  the 
mi l i t a ry  code and f ive  a r t i c l e s  i n  the 
criminal code. 

The spec i f ic  charges were t o  be 
made public l a t e r .  It w a s  reported these 
would include "murder, i n c i t a t i o n  t o  sub- 
version and violat ion of Bolivian sover- 
eignty. I' 

The names of the seven additional 
defendants were not reported i n  the press 
and nothing was sa id  about Carlos  Albert0 
Fructuoso, the Argentine jou rna l i s t  ar- 
r e s t ed  with Debray and Roth, u n t i l  May 27 
when it w a s  reported i n  the press  t h a t  he 
had entered Bolivia under a f a l s e  pass- 
po r t ,  t h a t  h i s  r e a l  name w a s  Carlos  A l -  
ber to  Bustos,  and t h a t  he would be t r i e d  
with the others. 

mi l i t a ry  t r ibunal  was given May 22 but 
not announced u n t i l  May 24 the day before 
the hearing on a w r i t  of habeas corpus 
f i l e d  by Debray's attorney, Walter Flores 
Torrico. 

Colonel Robert Flores Becerra, who 

The order t o  t r y  Debray before a 

Debray was not produced by the 
s t a t e  a t  the hearing and the wr i t  w a s  de- 
nied. 

i t  had learned i n  La Pae May 24 from "a 
good source" t h a t  Debray's condition is 
"alarming" and t h a t  he may be i n  danger 
of dying. 

t h a t  it had learned from sources i n  touch 
with individuals who know Debray's guards 
t h a t  he i s  now i n  a pronounced s t a t e  of 
weakness, alarmingly emaciated. "Accord- 
ing t o  t h i s  source, the d a i l y  r a t i o n  a l -  
lowed those detained i s  one-half t h a t  of 
so ld i e r s  i n  the Bolivian army." 

paign i n  behalf of Debray has been devel- 
oping on a broad scale.  I ts  biggest scope 
up t o  now has been i n  France where Debray 
i s  a well-known i n t e l l e c t u a l .  Even de 
Gaulle f e l t  compelled t o  intervene, a l -  
though he did it i n  the form of a private 
l e t t e r  t o  the Bolivian d i c t a t o r  Barrien- 
t o s .  

Agence France-Press reported t h a t  

The same agency reported May 26 

Meanwhile, an in te rna t iona l  cam- 

The slowness of the French Commu- 
n i s t  par ty  i n  joining t h i s  campaign be- 
came something of a national scandal. 
Finally,  f o r t y  days a f t e r  Debray's ar- 
r e s t ,  & ' H u m a n i t d ,  the organ of the French 
Communist par ty ,  published an a r t i c l e  on 
the case by Jean Marcenac. 

On May 30 some 2,000 persons, ac- 
cording t o  Le Monde, turned out  a t  a s o l i -  
d a r i t y  meeting i n  Paris.  Daniel Mayer, 
chairman o f  the League f o r  the Rights of 
Man presided. Speakers included Jean-Paul 
Sar t re  and a long l i s t  o f  prominent f ig-  
ures  of the French l e f t .  

In Canada a p e t i t i o n  demanding the 
re lease  of RBgis Debray is being circu- 
l a t e d  and plans are i n  progress f o r  a 
public meeting i n  Toronto. 

I n  the United S ta tes  fourteen pro- 
fessors  a t  the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e  of 
Technology and Harvard University issued 
an appeal May 12 declaring: 

singled. out by Bolivian au tho r i t i e s  be- 
cause of h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  sympathies f o r  
C a s t r o .  He i s  threatened with a death 
sentence i n  h i s  imminent judgment before 
a court-martial, held within a remote 
'mi l i ta ry  zone.' RQgis Debray, now 26, i s  
an alumnus of the prestigious Ecole Nor- 
male Swpdrieure, and an 'agrdg6 de philo- 
sophie, '  one of the most t a len ted  young 
French in t e l l ec tua l s .  

"He wrote a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  on 
Cuba, and recently published a book, 
Revolucion en l a  Revolucion?, Habana and 
Par i s  1967. Undoubtedly, Debray had sym- 
pathies f o r  castroism, but t h i s  does not 
cons t i tu te  prima f ac i e  evidence of h i s  
leading a g u e r r i l l a  band. Whatever the 
f a c t s  may be, the Bolivian government has 
not s o  f a r  brought f o r t h  any evidence 
es tab l i sh ing  h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n  the guer- 
r i l l a  movement. 'I 

"The case of Rdgis Debray has been 

"We, the undersigned, j o in  the 
appeal made by leading moral, re l ig ious ,  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  French personal i t i es ,  t o  
request; the Bolivian government t o  make 
public a f u l l  statement of the accusa- 
t i ons ,  t o  grant the accused journa l i s t s  
the r i g h t  t o  counsel, the r i g h t  t o  see 
t h e i r  respective ambassadors, a public 
and f a i r  t r i a l  by c i v i l  au tho r i t i e s  and 
the basic guarantees of due process a s  
required i n  the Ar t ic les  9 ,  10, 11 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. ' I  

The i n i t i a l  signers of the decla- 
r a t i o n  include Latin-American spec ia l i s t s  
Frank I joni l la ,  Albert 0. Hirschman, Juan 
Marichstl, David H.P. Maybury-Lewis, Max 
F. Mill.ikan and A. Kimball Romney. 
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UNREST I N  MEXICO 

Mexico City 

Things are becoming grim i n  Mexico. 
A year o f  repression culminated spectac- 
u l a r l y  May 15-16 w i t h  the mi l i t a ry  occu- 
pation of Hermosillo, the cap i t a l  o f  So- 
nora. The mass movement there had devel- 
oped even more broadly and mi l i t an t ly  
than i n  Morelia las t  October. 

The struggle became acute i n  April 
when the e l ec to ra l  campaign opened and 
the question of candidates came up f o r  
decision i n  the Partido Revolucionario 
Ins t i tuc iona l .  

The loca l  bourgeoisie, one of the 
r i c h e s t  i n  Mexico, had i t s  own candidate 
f o r  governor, Fausto Acosta Romo, who w a s  
defeated i n  the b a t t l e  f o r  nomination by 
the €31 six years ago. The federa l  govern- 
ment, which i s  c lose ly  linked with U.S. 
imperialism, had a d i f f e ren t  one, Fausti- 
no Pdlix Serna. 

The present governor, Luis Encinas 
Johnson, opularly known a s  "Johnson, e l  
pequefio" ?Johnson, the l i t t l e ] ,  was o f  
course with the machine. 

The struggle within the PRI was 
very sharp. The loca l  bourgeoisie, aware 
of i t s  disadvantageous pos i t ion  i n  the 
bureaucratic apparatus o f  the o f f i c i a l  
par ty ,  turned t o  the popular sec tors  i n  
order t o  exer t  pressure on the function- 
a r i e s  who were t o  decide on the nomina- 
t ion .  

The students i n  Hermosillo, rang- 
ing from the univers i ty  down t o  the 
grade schools, responded unanimously t o  
the appeal and went out  i n t o  the s t r e e t s  
i n  big demonstrations. The upshot was 
t h a t  the populace i n  the c i t y  and l a t e r  
the en t i r e  s t a t e  repudiated the "central" 
government and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  instrument, 
the PRI. 

Johnson, "el pequefio, rep l ied  
with repressive measures. This included 
asking the neighboring U.S. s t a t e  of 
Arizona f o r  arms, a move t h a t  had decided 
impact on public opinion nationally.  

The popular demonstrations spread 
i n  face of the provocation, reaching the 
l eve l  of a semi-insurrection as the po- 
l i c e  invaded the campus, seeking the ten- 
t e r s  of p o l i t i c a l  opposition. The fury of 
the public w a s  such as t o  f r igh ten  the 
bourgeoisie who had touched off t h i s  
chain reaction. 

Acosta was ca l led  i n t o  Mexico City 
f o r  consultation. He l e f t  a t  the begin- 
ning of May and the most consistent stu- 
dents i n  h i s  own movement turned increas- 
ing ly  i n  the d i rec t ion  of uncompromising 

opposition t o  Johnson, "e l  pequefio. ' I  

The demonstrations reached such a 
p i tch  t h a t  the loca l  government l o s t  con- 
t r o l .  An appeal f o r  help was sent t o  the 
federal. government. 

Troops were sent i n  and they took 
over everything, including the schools. 
A curfew w a s  decreed i n  Hermosillo. The 
other communities i n  the s t a t e  found them- 
selves i n  v i r t u a l l y  the same s i tua t ion .  

Thus, i n  l e s s  than a year,  the D l a z  
Ordaz government did what even the "gori- 
l l a "  Ongania has n o t  yet  done i n  Argentina -- use troops t o  occupy the centers of 
primary and secondary education. 

Among those taken i n  the r a i d s  was 
Ram6n Danz6s Palomino, the candidate of 
the Mexican Communist party.  On May 28 it 
was reported t h a t  he w a s  being held i n  the 
peni ten t ia ry  a t  Hermosillo. 

On the same day t h a t  Sonora under- 
went mi l i t a ry  occupation, a t  Quer6taro the 
regime pompously commemorated the centen- 
n i a l  of the v ic tory  of the Mexican people 
over Emperor M a x i m i l i a n .  

The secretary of public education, 
the novel i s t  Agustln YBfiez, s a id  i n  an 
o f f i c i a l  speech i n  the presence of Presi- 
dent Dfaz Ordaz: "The negative explosions 
of juvenile groups are a t t r i bu tab le  i n  
great p a r t  t o  l ack  o f  c iv i c  education and 
the s p i r i t  of so l ida r i ty .  I' 

any l o s s  of time and energy inf r ing ing  
the law, s l o w s  down progress and conspires 
against  the nation. 

These were obvious a l lus ions  t o  the 
student; movement i n  Mexico, pa r t i cu la r ly  
i n  Sonora, which i s  the only sector of the 
populace a t  the moment expressing the dis- 
content ex is t ing  throughout Mexico. 

Only a few days a f t e r  the repres- 
s ion  i n  Sonora, the army had t o  intervene 
i n  a s t a t e  i n  the south, Guerrero, i n  an 
area near the t o u r i s t  center a t  Acapulco. 
The reason -- pro te s t s  against  police bru- 
t a l i t y .  

A week a f t e r  the repression i n  So- 
nora, un ivers i ty  students i n  Campeche, a t  
the opposite end of the country, demon- 
s t r a t e d  against  the governor there.  

the i n t e r i o r ,  s a id  May 23 i n  r e fe r r ing  t o  
these events: "I a m  of  the opinion, i n  the 
f irst  place,  t h a t  these incidents are much 
smaller i n  scale than those t h a t  occur 
norma1l.y i n  a l l  countries i n  the world. I n  
the second place, I believe t h a t  they have 

He sa id  fu r the r :  "Any disorders,  

Luis Echeverria, the secre ta ry  o f  
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BALAGZTER G I V E S  PAPER CONCESSION TO DOMINICAN DEPUTIES 

no interconnection whatsoever that they 
have no common denominator. 'I hmphasis 
added. 1 

The government is thus disinclined 
at the moment to engage in red-baiting. 
It wishes to avoid giving the impression 
that these demonstrations in widely sep- 
arated regions were due to revolutionary 
forces. Discontent is much too general to 
attribute it to the left which would thus 
appear stronger than it really is. 

However, this did not persuade the 
most reactionary journals to give up 
McCarthyism. For exam le the May 29 issue 
of the weekly Tiempo ?Time] carried the 
following headline: "Ma0 and Castro in 
Mexico. I )  

The article, a review of the many 
student actions in the past year in all 
parts of the country, offers the conclu- 
sion that what is happening in Mexico is 
due to "a semi-occult or subterranean 
power ... [which] is taking advantage of 
every incident in Mexico -- if it doesn't 
create them -- in order to perpetrate ex- 
cesses, resort to violence and accustom 
the youth and adolescents to cultivate, 
as the best of atmospheres, indiscipline 
and violence, and, basing itself on this, 
to resort to the use and abuse of multi- 
tudinous aggression." [Emphasis added.] 

This "semi-occult power" is, natu- 

rally, exposed at once: "Isn't the conclu- 
sion justified that Mexico has already be- 
come subject to the action of the obscure 
forces -- obscure in name but quite clear 
in actuality -- which, as in those areas 
of the world (Africa, Asia and the Ameri- 
cas), where the social situation offers 
elements favorable to the objective of 
undermining democracy, when it exists, 
are trying to open step by step, when 
they can't do it in giant strides, the 
road to subversion oriented toward a re- 
gime analogous to the one in Castroite 
Cuba, the Soviet Union or Red China?" 

Reference is then made to Mao's 
"four stages" for "overcoming the democ- 
racies": agitation, terrorism, guerrilla 
struggles and military action to over- 
throw the government. The conclusion is 
then posed: "Is Mexico in the first; 
stage ? I t  

Tiempo is a semiofficial magazine. 
It thus reflects the thinking of the top 
circles of the government, presumably in- 
cluding the president himself. If Eche- 
verrla's declarations at the moment con- 
tradict Tiemr>o's hypothesis, perhaps only 
a matter of tactics is involved. The gov- 
ernment is not yet prepared to resort 
more extensively to the McCarthyite "ex- 
planation" for living conditions that are 
becoming more am3 more insupportab1.e to 
the Mexican people. 

Santo Doming0 

President Balaguer conceded on the 
guarantees demanded by the legislators of 
the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano 
CPRDl as a condition for their returning 
to the legislature. 

The demands of the legal opposi- 
tion were : 

(1) Creation of an atmosphere of 
absolute democratic rights for all citi- 
zens,.political parties and trade-union 
organizations. 

casts in the country so that the demo- 
cratic parties and trade-union organiza- 
tions are able to obtain time for their 
programs without any kind of pressure be- 
ing exerted as a result against the en- 
terprises that sell them time on the air. 

rights of the Constitutionalists in the 
army and their reintegration in the regu- 
lar armed forces. 

The PRD deputies returned to their 

(2) The right to make radio broad- 

( 3 )  Guarantees likewise for the 

seats in the legislature. 

revolutionary June 14 movement were ar- 
rested May 26 at Azua, a city west of 
Santo Doming0,upon returning from the 
capital. 

'Various organizations and the fam- 
ily of a former second lieutenant, a Con- 
stitutionalist, who was arrested and 
beaten by the police May 25, are afraid 
that he may have been killed. 

Although the police deny it, the 
Movimiexlto Popular Dominicano , the Par- 
tido Comunista Dominicano and the wife of 
the arrested man state that he was ar- 
rested. 

.Nevertheless, three leaders of the 

'The PCD declares that the agents 
who seized the former Constitutionalist 
fighter belonged to the secret service of 
the police. 

'The MPD says that Valera Portes 
"disappeared mysteriously and none of the 
police headquarters will indicate where 
he is being held." 
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In V i l l a  Gonzdlez, i n  the suburbs 
o f  Santiago, the second l a rges t  c i t y  i n  
the country, a youth was ar res ted  f o r  
passing out l e a f l e t s  f o r  the PCD. 

the Asoc iac ih  Dominicana de Abogados 
[Dominican Lawyers Association1 holds 
that  the change introduced i n t o  the l a w  

I n  addition, a c i r c u l a r  issued by 

on habeas corpus represents a "dictato- 
r i a l  s i tua t ion ."  

The c i r cu la r  ind ica tes  t h a t  "be- 
cause there i s  no assurance that  human 
r i g h t s  a re  guaranteed, s t i l l  l e s s  a sep- 
a ra t ion  o f  powers, we are confronted 
p rac t i ca l ly  w i t h  a d i c t a t o r i a l  regime and 
lack  a cons t i tu t ion ."  

COST OF L I V I N G  CONTINUES TO CLIMB I N  BRAZIL 

The r e a l  wages of B r a z i l i a n  work- 
e r s  have f a l l e n  by 40 percent since April 
1964 according t o  a repor t  i n  the Brazi- 
l i an  underground workers b u l l e t i n  Comitd 
de EmTsrdsa [Factory Committee], No. 8, 
May 1967. A t  today's pr ices  it would be 
necessary f o r  workers t o  put i n  eleven 
hours a day t o  maintain t h e i r  1964 stan- 
dard of l iv ing .  But employment i s  down, 
many f ac to r i e s  having shifts of  l e s s  
than s i x  hours. 

basic necess i t i e s  i n  1964 wi th  the time 
now necessary. 

A s  Comite de Emprdsa notes,  the 
workers standard of l i v i n g  w a s  already 
l o w  i n  1964. Furthermore, the e n t r i e s  i n  
t h i s  tab le  do n o t  take i n t o  account the 
decline of B r a z i l i a n  currency vis-a-vis 
the dol.lar, which produced pr ice  r i s e s  i n  
imported items, espec ia l ly  wheat and gas- 
oline.  

The following t ab le ,  taken from The tab le  i s  i n  cruzeiros.  One 
the bu l l e t in ,  represents the decline in U.S.  do l l a r  i s  equal t o  2,220 cruzeiros.  
purchasing power of workers s a l a r i e s  i n  The 1967 p r i ces  have been converted t o  
d e t a i l ,  comparing the amount of working 1964 cruzeiros t o  compensate f o r  the 
time necessary t o  earn the pr ice  of the devaluation of the currency. 

Product 

Milk 
Cheese 
Fish 
Beans 
Rice 
Pot a t  oe s 
F ru i t  
Bread 
Eggs 
Beef 
Sugar 
Lard 
S a l t  
Vegetable s 
Coffee 
Codfish 
Pork 
Wheat f l o u r  
Onions 
Butter 
O i l  

Price i n  1964 

95 
1,000 

360 
185 
280 
90 
130 

8 
170 
660 
140 
600 
90 

130 
160 

1,100 
780 
80 

100 
1,200 

600 

Price i n  196i 

3 30 
3 , 000 
1,200 

600 
1,000 

400 
500 
50 

1,100 
2,800 

420 
2,000 

270 
450 
390 

4,500 
3,400 

420 
400 

4,000 
2,300 

Minutes of Working Time 
lq64 1967 

27 
286 
103 
53 
80 
26 
37 
48 

188 
40 

171 
26 
37 
46 

314 
223 
23 
29 

343 
171 

2.3 

38 
343 
137 
69 

114 
46 
57 
6 

126 
320 
48 

229 
31 
51 
4 4  

514 
389 
48 
46 

457 
265 

CORRECTION 

I n  the June 5 issue of World Outlook, the l i n e  o f  poetry on page 561 t h a t  reads: 

"Then a l l  the men of the ear th  surrounded him; they looked a t  the body, said, 
f i l l e d  with emotion;" should read as follows: "Then a l l  the men of the ea r th  surrounded 
h i m ;  they looked a t  the body, sad, f i l l e d  with emotion;" 
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Book Review 

"CASTRO S CUBA, CUBA S FIDEL" 

By Harry Ring 

CASTRO'S CUBA, CUBA'S FIDEL, by Lee Lock- 
wood. Macmillan and Company, N.Y. I l l u s -  
t r a t ed .  288 pp. $9.95. 

Like many of today's books, t h i s  
one i s  expensive. But r e l a t i v e  t o  what 
you usually g e t ,  i t ' s  worth scraping up 
the money f o r .  

It i s  ind ica t ive  o f  the changing 
p o l i t i c a l  climate i n  the U.S., perhaps, 
t h a t  a major house l i k e  Macmillan f e l t  
f r e e  t o  publish a serious,  honest work 
about Cuba. And, it must be sa id ,  they've 
done a technical job t h a t ' s  worthy of the 
s k i l l e d  photography and objective report-  
ing  cha rac t e r i s t i c  of Lee Lockwood a t  h i s  
bes t .  

The book's pr inc ipa l  fea ture  i s  a 
probing, seven-day interview with Castro. 
About one-third o f  the interview w a s  
chopped out and published i n  the January 
issue of Playboy magazine along with stu- 
pid and tendentious in t e r j ec t ions  made by 
Playboy's ed i to r  -- i n t e r j ec t ions  t h a t  
some unwary readers thought were Lock- 
wood's. 

This w a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n j u s t i c e ,  
since Lockwood is  an honest repor te r  who 
seeks objec t iv i ty .  He w a s  an ea r ly  pa r t i -  
san of  the Cuban revolution but regards 
himself as anti-Marxist. He believes t h a t  
s o c i a l i s t  revolutions diminish individual 
freedom although he i s  hopeful t h a t  per- 
haps Cuba w i l l  escape t h i s  f a t e .  

The one f r u s t r a t i n g  thing about 
the book i s  tha t  the interview took place 
21 months ago, j u s t  p r io r  t o  a new period 
of  s ign i f i can t  p o l i t i c a l  developments i n  
Cuba. 

Since the interview, the Cuban 
leaders  have declared t h e i r  v i r t u a l  inde- 
pendence p o l i t i c a l l y  from both Moscow and 
Peking. They have sharpened t h e i r  revolu- 
t ionary l i n e  abroad and stepped up the 
struggle against  bureaucracy a t  home. 

The b a t t l e  against  bureaucracy has 
been accompanied by a deepened sociologi- 
c a l  ana lys i s  o f  the problem. The narrow 
concept t h a t  bureaucracy i s  l a rge ly  a 
technical problem is  being replaced by 
the concept t h a t  i t ' s  a matter of coping 
with a privilege-seeking, p o l i t i c a l l y  
conservative s t r a t a  t h a t  a c t s  a s  a brake 
on the revolution. 

Despite the time l a g ,  the book i s  
of the highest p o l i t i c a l  value. Lockwood 
i s  familiar with Cuba. He happened t o  be 

there ox1 January 1, 1959, and reported on 
Castro's  triumphal march t o  Havana. He 
made additional t r i p s  there for major U.S. 
publications in 1959 and 1960. Then, af-  
t e r  four years,  he returned i n  1964. That 
v i s i t  p:rompted him t o  r e tu rn  i n  the spring 
o f  1965 t o  gather material  f o r  t h i s  book. 

Lockwood describes h i s  reac t ion  
a f t e r  a four-year absence: 

" A l m o s t  immediately I was amazed 
a t  the apparent discrepancies which ex- 
i s t e d  between what w a s  popularly being 
said and believed about Cuba i n  the United 
S ta t e s  and what I ac tua l ly  saw. There had 
been considerable changes of course. Yet, 
a f t e r  three weeks of t rave l ing ,  including 
a seven-day, cross-country taken i n  
Castro's  company, I could f i n d  l i t t l e  
evidence of the standard image of Cuba so 
l u r i d l y  painted by American newspapers 
and magazines -- t h a t  of a crumbling econ- 
omy, a populace i n  t a t t e r s  and near star- 
va t ion ,  and a p o l i t i c a l  regime t h a t  had 
l o s t  i t s  popular support and was maintain- 
ing i t s e l f  i n  power through oppression and 
t e r ro r .  Instead, I found t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  of  
rationi:ng, people were well-clothed and 
adequately fed,  nearly everyone w a s  work- 
ing and had money, and -- contrary t o  a l l  
pronouncements by o u r  S t a t e  Department -- 
Cas t ro  s t i l l  enjoyed the support, even 
the a f fec t ion ,  of the grea t  majority of 
Cubans. " 

.Lockwood spent 14  weeks i n  Cuba 
before :Fidel sat down i n  f ron t  of a tape 
recorder f o r  a scheduled one-day in t e r -  
view t h a t  stretched i n t o  a record-breaking 
seven days. During those 14  weeks, Lock- 
wood gathered much valuable information. 

He gives fasc ina t ing  descriptions 
of personal i t i es  whose names are known t o  
par t i sans  of the revolution but about whom 
l i t t l e  i s  known outside the country. These 
include p o r t r a i t s  of F i d e l ' s  c loses t  per- 
sonal and p o l i t i c a l  assoc ia tes ,  C6l ia  
Sanchez and Dr. Ren6 Vallejo, the g i f t e d  
surgeon who has been F i d e l ' s  constant com- 
panion since the days they fought together 
i n  the mountains. 

There a re  absorbing odd b i t s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  information strewn through the 
pages. A t  one point Lockwood asks Pidel 
about the charge t h a t  he was r e a l l y  a Com- 
munist when he took up the struggle against  
Batista.  Fidel t e l l s  him ne i ther  he nor Che 
had been Communists. 

Lockwood asks: "Nor your brother 
R a G l  ? 'I 
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Cast ro  r ep l i e s :  "RaG1, yes. RaG1, 
completely on h i s  own, while he w a s  a 
student a t  the univers i ty ,  had joined the 
Communist Youth. But it should be sa id  
t h a t  when he went t o  the Moncada a t t ack  
he was not behaving i n  a pa r t i cu la r ly  
d isc ip l ined  way, properly speaking." 

d i sc  ip l ine  ? 'I 

Lockwood: "You mean he broke par ty  

Fidel: "Exactly. 'I 

The f a c t s ,  together with photos, 
presented by Lockwood provide an insp i r -  
ing ins ight  i n t o  the spec ia l  program t o  
t r a i n  teachers f o r  every area of the 
country, no matter how remote. 

The t r a in ing  begins a t  a special  
school high i n  the mountains, where young 
men and women l ea rn  t o  teach while they 
complete t h e i r  high-school education. 
Physical comforts a re  a t  a minimum and 
the schedule i s  rigorous. But, Lockwood 
repor t s ,  "In s p i t e  of the harshness o f  
the l i f e ,  the long school hours and the 
shor t  vacations (90 days a year ) ,  the 
d isc ip l ine  and the morale o f  the students 
are exceptionally bigh. 'I 

Equally impressive i s  h i s  t e s t i -  
mony on the s t a t e  of the arts i n  Cuba: 
"Under the loosely administered patron- 
age o f  the Revolution, the arts have 
flourished i n  Cuba and remained refresh- 
ing ly  f r e e  of the ideological influence 
o r  r e s t r a i n t  common i n  other s o c i a l i s t  
cultures...Unlike other s o c i a l i s t  coun- 
JGries, Cuba has not s o  far attempted t o  
coerce her ar t is ts  t o  produce only such 
a r t  as can serve as propaganda f o r  the 
Revolution and it shows no sign of doing 
so .  

Lockwood's description of the re- 
h a b i l i t a t i o n  program f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s -  
oners i s  one of the most fasc ina t ing  
chapters i n  the book. Only those who spe- 
c i f i c a l l y  request it are  en l i s t ed  as par- 
t i c i p a n t s  i n  the program. 'Phey are given 
useful work and, where warranted, spec ia l  
t ra in ing .  "hey go t o  school three hours a 
day f o r  a combination o f  regular courses 
based on previous education and courses 
i n  p o l i t i c a l  education. These are de- 
scribed by Lockwood as "indoctrination." 
But, he adds, "It i s  not brainwashing." 

Once every 45 days, each prisoner 
i n  the program i s  given a pass t o  v i s i t  
h i s  family f o r  three days, plus necessary 
t r ave l  time. The t r i p s  are on the honor 
system, with the prisoner simply given 
money f o r  f a r e  and meals. 

hand, Lockwood accepts F ide l ' s  statement 
t h a t  thus  fa r  not & single prisoner has 
f a i l e d  t o  r e t u r n  from home on time. 

On the basis of what he s a w  first- 

The interview with Fidel i s  wide- 

ranging and d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r e a t  adequately 
i n  a review. It covers Cuba's domestic 
po l i c i e s ,  progress and problems; F i d e l ' s  
p o l i t i c a l  evolution, h i s  view of  the 
world i n  general and of the U.S. i n  par- 
t i c u l a r .  

For t h i s  wr i t e r ,  F i d e l ' s  views 
about the p o l i t i c a l  perspectives f o r  the 
U.S. have been of pa r t i cu la r  i n t e r e s t .  I 
have argued against  h i s  a s se r t ion  i n  the 
interview, a s  presented i n  the Playboy 
excerpts, t h a t  there i s  l i t t l e  prospect 
f o r  a revolutionary development i n  the 
U.S. At one poin t ,  as pr in ted  i n  Playbox, 
he t o l d  Lockwood: 

"It would be absurd t o  speak a t  
t h i s  moment of a revolution there.  Per- 
haps there  w i l l  never be a revolution in 
the United S ta t e s  i n  the c l a s s i c  sense of 
the word, but r a the r  evolutionary changes. 
I am sure,  f o r  example, t h a t  within 500 
years North American society w i l l  bear no 
resemblance t o  the  present one." 

l e s s  categorically.  A l s o ,  Fidel concedes 
fu r the r  on t h a t  h i s  d i m  view of immediate 
prospects i n  the U.S. "perhaps i s  due t o  
our  great pessimism about whether the 
American people have much opportunity t o  
express t h e i r  own opinions, or t o  change 
a situation...we have no f a i t h  i n  the 
government of the United S ta t e s  and t h a t  
could also have l ed  us t o  a c e r t a i n  de- 
gree of underestimation o f  the people of 
the United S ta tes .  It 

In the f u l l  t e x t  t h i s  i s  s t a t ed  

Elsewhere Castro showed lack  o f  an 
adequate p ic ture  o f  the U.S. by s t a t i n g  
t h a t  it takes the q u a l i t i e s  of a revolu- 
t ionary simply t o  be a l i b e r a l  there.  

by many revolu t ion is t s  around the world. 
They do not f u l l y  grasp t h a t  while many 
aspects s t i l l  remain, McCarthyism has 
l o s t  force i n  the U.S.; and, despite the 
bes t  e f f o r t s  of the c a p i t a l i s t s  and t h e i r  
government t o  keep McCarthyism a l i v e ,  
radicalism is  again on the  r i s e  i n  the 
U.S. today. 

years ago t h a t  Fidel expressed the above- 
quoted views about the  U.S. 

This is an erroneous notion shared 

It was, of course, nearly two 

Since then he has seen the devel- 
opment of a vigorous antiwar movement 
f rom California t o  Maine. I ts  significance 
has not escaped him. Following the giant 
April :L5 demonstration against  the Wetnam 
w a r ,  he declared i n  a speech t h a t  the  dem- 
ons t ra t ion  showed t h a t  the world revolu- 
t ionary forces now had a worthy a l l y  r i g h t  
i n  the United S ta tes ,  one t h a t  would soon- 
e r  o r  :later develop i n t o  a powerful revo- 
lu t ionary  force.  [See excerpts from 
Castro's  speech i n  World Outlook May 12,  
p. 499.3 
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Much of the interview takes the 
form of a near debate, with Lockwood pos- 
ing all of the questions that are usually 
thrown at defenders of the Cuban revolu- 
tion. (Weren't the original aims of the 
revolution "betrayed"? What about free 
elections? And so on.) Fidel's answers 
show how strong his desire is to stand on 
well-reasoned grounds in defending the 
revolution. 

Cuba made a deep positive impres- 

sion on Lockwood. He concludes: 

the same spirit of excitement, of a sense 
of purpose, of a moral momentum, of a 
people making their own destiny, that 
charged the air when Castro's Revolution 
swept into power seven years ago. The 
fact that this spirit, this 6lan vital, 
has been preserved through all the years 
of difficulties is one of the surest 
signs of the revolution's health." 

"There is in Cuba today much of 

BOMBS AT CARNIVAL ANGER HAITIAN' DICTATOR 

[The following report, datelined 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and signed by 
Roger Tilangingue, has been translated 
from the April 27 issue of the Haitian 
underground paper, the Voix du Peupx 
(Voice of the People).] 

* * *  

Duvalier celebrated his sixtieth 
birthday and the tenth anniversary of his 
dictatorship at the same time. Everything 
was done to make the festivities dazzling. 
And the government which maintains that 
it doesn't have the means to undertake 
necessary public works nevertheless found 
money to underwrite an ambitious adver- 
tising campaign for tourists, for decora- 
ting the city, making up floats, hiring 
carnival bands, etc. 

As things began, leaflets signed 
by our party appeared throughout the cap- 
ital and its suburbs. A little tonton ma- 
coute* voiced the anger of his cohorts 
when -- believing it was a program for 
the festival -- he saw that it was really 
a political declaration. He said: "This 
PEP [Parti de 1 'Entente Populairel thinks 
it owns the country." 

In the evening of the first day of 
the carnival, two persons tried to seize 
Mrs. Max Adolphe, a deputy and execution- 
er of Fort-Dimanche. This was a repeti- 
tion of an unsuccessful attempt a few 
days earlier. 

On the second day, a bomb exploded 
some 200 meters from the national palace, 
General panic. To halt the fleeing spec- 
tators, the tonton macoutes and soldiers 

~~ 

*Tonton macoutes -- bogeymen, the strong- 
arm squads maintained by Duvalier. -- W.O. 

found no better means than to shoot; into 
the crowd, thus increasing the number of 
victims. 

After the explosion, Duvalier took 
his submachine gun and, with an escort, 
left the palace. His presence, it was 
soon clear, did not bring back those who 
had fled and did not prevent a second 
bomb from exploding a few minutes later 
in the parade route, near the cemetery. 
Once again the tonton macoutes fired 
their guns. 

could not contain hi2 rage. The most dis- 
quieting occurrence f o r  him was that the 
same evening, shortly after the explo- 
sions, the subcommander of the militia at 
the national palace, Jacques Lysius, was 
visited at his home by a commando group 
of patriots. 

There was a heavy exchange of gur.1- 
fire between the commandos and the tonton 
macoute entrenched in his house. By the 
time government reinforcements arrived, 
the assailants had retreated. 

Many arrests were made. Duvalier 

.Fearfully, Duvalier sent out an 
emergency call for detachments of ma- 
coutes Prom the provinces to protect him, 
mainly .from Artibonito and Arcahaie. He 
declared Port-au-Prince an occupied. city 
and, as always, issued threats over the 
radio. 

On the third day of the carnival 
the crowds were few and the number of 
participants considerably reduced. 

who sabotaged Duvalier's carnival and 
tried to punish the worst butchers in the 
country. Forward to new actions to 
develop "panic in the year X." 

We warmly salute these patriots 
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PHILIPPINE FREFDOM LEADER GImN LIFE SENTENCE 

A Philippine court has handed down 
a savage sentence against a leader of the 
Huk resistance movement. L a g i n g m ,  "The 
Voice of the Filipino People,'' published 
in Los Angeles, reported on May 15: 

captured by Philippine government forces 
seven years ago, was sentenced to life in 
prison April 22 under the Anti-Subversion 
Law of 1957. This compounded a 10-year 
sentence imposed in 1963 for rebellion. 

"Described as No. 3 in the hierar- 
chy of the rebel movement, and known as 
Commander Linda Bie, Liwanag was betrayed 
by an informer out to collect a reward of 
50,000 pesos CUS$12,7541. 

"Judge Tito V. Tizon of the court 
of first instance of Balanga, Bataan, 
found Liwanag guilty on a charge that he 
had continued to be a member of the cen- 
tral committee of the Communist Party 

"Silvestre Liwanag, Huk leader 

after passage of the Anti-Subversion Law 
which makes such membership a crime." 

The judge rejected a defense con- 
tention that the trial placed Liwanag in 
double jeopardy. The judge ruled that 
membership in the Communist party's high- 
est body was punishable separately from 
the previous trial for rebellion. Lagbg 
UB continue s : 

1960, in barrio Kalunasan, Orion, Bataan 
province, together with his wife Rosita. 
He was suffering from tuberculosis and 
complained that he had been given rough 
treatment to force him to confess to 
crimes * 

"Liwanag was captured June 21, 

"Judge Tizon could have imposed 
the death sentence, but found as a 'miti- 
gating circumstance' the fact that the 
rebel :Leader was 'a simple farmer and has 
no formal education. ' If 

NICARAGUA -- U.S. COMPANY STORE 
By Tom Sanders 

The clerks running the U.S. com- 
pany store in Central America known as 
"Nicaragua, Incorporated" realize that 
they will soon face new problems. The 
light from the fires lit by guerrilla 
forces in neighboring Guatemala are suf- 
ficient to throw frightening Vietnamese- 
like shadows on Nicaragua's store win- 
dows. 

However, it is nothing new for the 
people of Central America to be involved 
in wars of this kind. 

filibusters in the 1850's were the first 
to give Nicaraguans the baptism of U.S. 
firepower; but their visit was brief, al- 
though it met little opposition. The 
first invasion of Nicaragua by United 
States forces in the twentieth century 
took place in 1909; and by 1926, during 
the third invasion, there was major re- 
sistance. 

William Walker's North American 

The second occupation by U.S. 
troops started in 1912 and lasted for 
fourteen years. 

It was very profitable for the 
foreign owners of the property and in- 
vestments the soldiers "protected. '' The 
principal business venture of the New 
York bankers was the purchase of a modest 
51% of the stock of the Pacific railway 
from which they enjoyed a fantastic 
20.75% return annually upon their origi- 

nal inve s tment . 
As a sideline, and in order to 

"help" the Nicaraguan government with its 
so-called fiscal reforms, the friendly 
American bankers founded the National 
Bank of  Nicaragua as called for by Nica- 
raguan law, but organized the bank as a 
Connecticut corporation under a charter 
certified by the Connecticut secretary 
of state on June 7, 1912, the very year 
this occupation began! 

It opened for business two months 
later with a board of directors composed 
100% of North Americans. But the board 
was democratically minded and only one 
year later permitted the Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment to appoint two members. 

A further step towards the solu- 
tion of Nicaragua's financial crisis was 
made by the friendly American bankers 
when they discovered that it was within 
Nicaraguan law to make the notes of the 
bank legal tender, eliminate import du- 
ties on necessary supplies, gain tax ex- 
emption and maintain their reserves on 
deposit in U.S. banks. The bankers more 
than showed their sense of fair play by 
agreeing to a time limit to their bank 
concession, a conservative 99 years! 

understand, especially in a country like 
Nicaragua where the national literacy 
rate is 33%. But treaties are another 

Banking is difficult for people t o  
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matter. 

headed by General Jose Marla Moncada, at-  
tempted t o  overthrow the regime of Presi- 
dent Emiliano Chamorro, a general who 
owed h i s  pos i t ion  t o  the U.S. marines and 
who showed h i s  appreciation by signing 
the Bryan-Chamorro t r ea ty .  

This ceded t o  the United S ta t e s  
"in per e t u i t y  and f o r  a l l  time" (Ar-  
t i c l e  17, "free from a l l  taxation o r  
other public charge, the exclusive pro- 
p r i e t a ry  r i g h t s  necessary and convenient 
f o r  the construction of a canal, by wayIl 
of any route over Nicaraguan t e r r i t o r y ,  
together with the perpetual pr iv i lege  o f  
fo r t i fy ing  the Corn Islands and of con- 
s t ruc t ing  a naval base on the G u l f  of 
Fonseca, f o r  a price of $3,000,000 (Ar -  
t i c l e  111) t h a t  must remain i n  the  U.S. 
t o  cover Nicaragua's debts and w e d i t s .  

caragua w a s  not a f r e e  agent;,md i l l e g a l  
because her 1905 c o n s t i t u t i m  spec i f ic -  
a l l y  forbade d l  public servants from 
signing any ' treaty d e s s  aumorized to 
do so b r  ess. 

ican Jus t ice  a l s o  d the t r e a t y  fo 
be i l l e g a l .  

In order t o  maintain l e g a l i t y ,  the  
government cancelled t h e  cons t i tu t ion  and 
convened three  conskitutional congresses 
i n  a row. Each time, however, Congress 
retained the t r e a t y  regulation a r t i c l e .  

The U.S.  opposed Moncada i n  h i s  
attempt t o  overthrow Chamorro i n  1926 
and t o  make sure t h a t  the r evo l t  f a i l e d ,  
U.S.  Secretary of S ta te  Kellog denounced 
Central America and Mexico as centers of 
Communist propaganda and sen t  the U.S. 
marine s . 

I n  1926, a Liberal party r evo l t ,  

The t r e a t y  w a s  imPlora19b;ecause N i -  

In 1917 the af Central h e r -  

The marines soon had the s i t ua t ion  
well i n  hand and imposed a new e lec t ion  
plan which was contrary t o  Ar t ic le  84, 
paragraph 2, of the Nicaraguan consti tu- 
t i o n  which s t a t e s  t h a t  Congress s h a l l  
"regulate the votes,.judge and declare 
the e l ec t ion  of President and Vice Presi- 
dent. . . I t  

But one of Moncada's l i eu tenants ,  
a farmer and mining engineer named Augu- 
s t o  C Q s a r  Sandino, refused t o  acquiesce 
i n  abrogating h i s  country's consti tution. 
On May 24, 1927, f i v e  days a f t e r  h i s  
thirty-fourth birthday, he wrote Moncada 
t h a t  he would not surrender h i s  a r m s  t o  
the marines. He then departed, with h i s  
small band, f o r  the northern mountains i n  
order t o  r e s i s t  the invasion. 

Several hundred volunteers were 
a t t r ac t ed  t o  Sandino's cause from many 
Latin-American countries,  swelling h i s  

e f fec t ive  f igh t ing  force t o  about 1,000 
men. 

' b e  marines were so  f rus t r a t ed  by 
the g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s  used t h a t  they sys- 
tematically bombed the Nicaraguan v i l -  
lages i n  the g u e r r i l l a  zone -- 70 i n  a l l  
(including Las Timas and other v i l l ages  
i n  Honduras by "mistake "). 

chasing shadows through the r a i n  f o r e s t s  
and mountains, attempted a concentration 
policy a t  Ocotal i n  May 1930. A l l  inhabi- 
tants o f  specified areas were ordered 
i n t o  six designated v i l l ages  by June 1, 
1930. A l l  persons found i n  the r e s t r i c t e d  
area were considered enemies and dea l t  
with accordingly. 

Nicaraguan National Guard, which had been 
operating under the marines, was en- 
Srusted t o  Moncada's under-secretary of 
fore ign  a f f a i r s ,  Anastasio Somoea, a fo r -  

chanic and storekeeper, who had re- 
ceived h i s  college education i n  the U.S. 

Somosa groved t o  be the kind of 
storekeeper &he Nicaragua company s to re  
neefled. On February 21, 1934, one year 
a B e r  the marines gave u and l e f t  Nica- 
mgua, he sprung a *a,p gapproved by U.S. 
Ambassador A x ? k r  Bliss Lane) and m u r -  
fiered StKldino and s chief a s s i s t a n t s  
long  aflter they had disbanded t h e i r  army 
and established a government-sponsored 
cooperative farm. 

With Sandino dead there  was no one 
capable o f  stopping Somoaa, who ruled and 
looted Nicaragua with a Liberal par ty  
t e r r o r i s t i c  mi l i t a ry  d ic ta torsh ip  f o r  
over 22 years. 

Anastasio Somoza was assassinated 
i n  1956. H i s  two sons -- Luis, an agri-  
cultural. engineer ( a  raduate of the Uni- 
v e r s i t y  of California7 and Anastasio Jr. 
[a graduate of West Point) -- continued 
the  dynasty. 

Luis died, reportedly o f  a hear t  
a t t ack ,  i n  April of t h i s  year. The San 
Francisco Chronicle reported i n  i t s  obit-  
uary t h a t  he was "credited with having 
helped write a soc ia l  secur i ty  l a w  en- 
acted i n  1956 which benefited 30,000 work- 
e r s .  " 

' b e  American commander, s i ck  of 

By December 1932 command o f  the 

I n  1962, as  president of the coun- 
t r y ,  Luis Somoza did push reform measures 
through Congress. The working day o f  do- 
mestic servants was d r a s t i c a l l y  cu t  t o  
14 hours a day and they were given the  
l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  one day off a week. 

I n  June 1963 he s e t  the minimum 
d a i l y  w a  e f o r  any job a t  s i x  c6rdobas 
[seven c rdobas = U.S.$11.  

This b r i l l i a n t  record w a s  not un- 
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marred. In June 1962, a f t e r  months o f  fu- 
t i l e  negotiations, teachers unions in  the 
Federaci6n Sindical de Maestras de Nica- 
ragua struck f o r  higher pay. They asked 
f o r  $71 cU.S.1 a month; Somoza's best of- 
f e r  was only $57. 

cheapest boarding houses he could find i n  
Le6n and Managua, the capi ta l ,  on $100 a 
month and found it t o  be impossible. 

The recent "election" was won by 
Luis' brother Anastasio. It remains t o  be 
seen what "reforms" he w i l l  undertake ; 
but it can confidently be predicted tha t  
they w i l l  not be much. 

known as Nicaragua is i n  the f i r m  hands 
of a leader who heads the National Guard, 
who knows how t o  manage both police and 
army as  w e l l  a s  the postal ,  telegraph and 
telephone services, and who has had expe- 
rience i n  chasing the shadowy figures of 
the various Frente Sandinista de Libera- 
ci6n Nacional groups through the r a in  
forests  and mountains. 

diers  w i l l  catch up with the Saadinistas -- and then we sha l l  see whether or not 
they w i l l  prove receptive t o  the idea of 
a new perspective f o r  t he i r  country. For 
the Sandinistas, l i ke  Che Guevara, say: 

"Wherever death may surprise us, 
l e t  it be welcome i f  our  ba t t l e  cry has 
reached even one receptive ear and an- 
other hand reaches out t o  take up our  

This  writer t r i ed  t o  l i ve  i n  the 

That par t  of the "free world" 

One of these days Somoza's sol- 

AUGUST0 CESAR SANDINQ 

arms, and other men come forward t o  join 
i n  o u r  funeral dirge with the chattering 
o f  machine guns and new c a l l s  for  ba t t le  
and f o r  victory. 'I 
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