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VIETNAM AND THE WORLD S'XQUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 

By Ernesto "Che" Guevara 

["he text of an article sent by 
Comandante Ernesto "Che" Guevara from 
"somewhere in the world" to the Executive 
Secretariat of the Organization of Soli- 
darity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia and 
Latin America was made public by that 
body and carried by Frensa Latina in its 
bulletin of April 17. 

CPrensa Latina reports that it is 
to appear in the first issue of a new 
magazine called Tricontinental which will 
begin publication in Havana in June. 

[The translation below is by World 
Outlook. I 

* * *  

The slogan is to create two, three 

"It is the time of the furnaces, 

... many Vietnams. 
and it is only necessary to see the glow." 
(Jose Martl. ) 

It is not twenty-one years since 
the end of the last world conflagration 
and various publications, in an infinity 
of tongues, are celebrating the event 
symbolizing the defeat of Japan. "here is 
an atmosphere of apparent optimism in 
many sectors of the different camps into 
which the world is divided. 

"wenty-one years without a world 
war, in these days of maximum confronta- 
tions, of violent encounters and abrupt 
turns, appears to be a very high number. 
But, without analyzing the practical re- 
sults of this peace for which all of us 
are prepared to struggle (misery, degra- 
dation, constantly increasing exploita- 
tion of enormous sectors of the world), 
it is appropriate to ask whether it is 
real. 

It is not my intention in these 
notes to give an account of the various 
conflicts of a local character that have 
occurred since Japan surrendered. Neither 
is it our task to cite the numerous and 
growing civil struggles that have broken 
out in these years of so-called peace. It 
is sufficient to offer as examples coun- 
tering the excessive optimism, the wars 
in Korea and Vietnam. 

In the first, after years of fero- 
cious struggle, the north part of the 
country was left with the most terrible 
devastation in the annals of modern war; 
riddled with bombs, without factories, 
schools o r  hospitals -- without any kind 
of housing to shelter ten million inhabi- 
t an+& . 

In this war, under the deceptive 
banner of the United Nations, dozens of 
countries intervened under the military 
leadership of the United States, with the 
massive participation of troops of that 
country and utilization of the conscripted 
south Korean population as cannon fodder. 

people of Korea and the volunteers from 
the People ' 8  Republic of China were sup- 
plied and assisted by the Soviet military 
apparatus. 

"he North Americans tried out every 
kind of means of destruction, excluding 
thermonuclear weapons but including bacte- 
riological and chemical arms on a limited 
scale. 

ried on almost uninterruptedly by the pa- 
triots of that country against three impe- 
rialist powers: Japan, whose power col- 
lapsed with the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki; France, which recovered its Indo- 
Chinese colonies from this defeated power, 
disregarding the promises made in a time 
of duress; and the United States, in the 
latest phase of the conflict. 

"here have been limited confronta- 
tions in all continents, even when in the 
Americas, for a long time, all that oc- 
curred was attempts at freedom struggles 
and barracks overturns until the Cuban rev- 
olution sounded its trumpet call, showing 
the importance of this region and drawing 
the rage of the imperialists upon it, com- 
pelling it to defend itself on the beaches 
at Playa Gir6n first and later during the 
October crisis. 

touched off a war of incalculable propor- 
tions by bringing on a clash over Cuba 
between the North Americans and the So- 
vie ts. 

On the other side, the army and 

In Vietnam fighting has been car- 

"he latter incident could have 

But obviously, at the present moment 
the contradictions are centered in the ter- 
ritory of the Indochinese peninsula and the 
neighboring countries. 

Laos and Vietnam were shaken by 
civil wars until they passed beyond that 
after North American imperialism inter- 
vened with all its power and the whole 
zone became converted into a dangerous, 
sputtering fuse leading to a powder keg. 

In Vietnam the confrontation has 
acquired extreme sharpness. It is not my 
intention to go into the history of this 
war either. We will merely indicate some 
of the significant milestones. 



In 1954, after the crushing defeat 
at Dien Bien Phu, the Geneva accords were 
signed, dividing the country into two 
zones with the stipulation that elections 
were to be held in eighteen months to de- 
termine who would govern Vietnam and how 
the country would be reunified. 

that document, beginning maneuvers to 
displace Bao Dai, a French puppet, with a 
man who fit in better with their aims. 
This turned out to be Ngo Dinh Diem, 
whose tragic end -- that of a lemon 
squeezed by imperialism -- is known to 
everyone. 

In the months following the sign- 
ing of the accord, optimism reigned in 
the camp of the popular forces. They dis- 
mantled redoubts of anti-French struggle 
in the south part of the country and 
waited for the agreement to be carried 
out. But the patriots soon grasped that 
there were to be no elections unless the 
United States felt capable of imposing 
its will at the ballot box, something it 
could not do, even with all the methods 
of electoral fraud it knew. 

The North Americans did not sign 

Again they initiated struggles in 
the south part of the country and these 
have been gaining in intensity up to the 
present moment in which the North Ameri- 
can army has reached almost a half mil- 
lion invaders, while the puppet forces 
are declining in number, and above all, 
have completely lost the will to fight. 

North Americans began systematically 
bombing the Democratic Republic of Viet- 
nam in another attempt to put a brake on 
the militancy in the south and to impose 
a conference from a position of strength. 

It is about two years since the 

At the beginning, the bombings 
were more or less isolated and were pre- 
sented in the guise of reprisals for al- 
leged provocations from the north. 

in intensity until they became converted 
into a gigantic battle carried out by the 
air forces of the United States day after 
day, with the aim of destroying every 
vestige of civilization in the northern 
zone of the country. It is an episode in 
the somber and famous escalation. 

Then they increased methodically 

The material aims of the Yankee 
circles have been achieved in good part 
despite the intrepid defense put up by 
the Vietnamese antiaircraft batteries, 
the more than 1,700 planes brought down 
and military supplies provided by the so- 
cialist camp. 

There is a painful reality: Viet- 
nam, this nation representing the aspira- 
tions, the hopes f o r  victory of an entire 
disinherited world, is tragically alone. 
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This people must endure the pound- 
ing of North American technique, operating 
almost scotfree in the south, with some 
possibilities of defense in the north, but 
always alone. 

The solidarity of the progressive 
world for the Vietnamese people has some- 
thing of the bitter irony faced by the 
gladiators in the Roman Circus when they 
won the applause of the plebs. 

To wish the victims success is not 
enough, the thing is to share their fate, 
to join them in death or victory. 

the Vietnamese we feel anguished over its 
logical meaning for humanity. 

of aggression. Its crimes are immense and 
known to the whole world. We already know 
this, gentlemen! 

the decisive moment vacillated in making 
Vietnam an inviolable part of socialist 
territory -- yes, at risk of a war of glob- 
al scale, but also compelling the North 
American imperialists to make a decision. 

When we analyze the isolation of 

North American imperialism is guilty 

But they are likewise guilty who at 

And they are guilty who keep up a 
war of insults and tripping each other, 
begun some time ago by the representatives 
of the two big powers in the socialist 
camp. 

We ask, in order to get an honest 
answer : 

Is Vietnam isolated or not, doing a 
dangerous balancing act between the two 
disputing powers? 

And -- what grandeur has been shown 
by this people! What stoicism and valor in 
this people! And what a lesson for the 
world their struggle holds! 

For some time it has not been clear 
if President Johnson was seriously think- 
ing of initiating some of the popular re- 
forms necessary to soften the sharpness of 
the class contradictions that are appear- 
ing with explosive force and more and more 
frequently. 

ments announced under the pompous label of 
the Great Society have gone down the drain 
in Vietnam. 

What is certain is that the improve- 

The greatest of the imperialist 
powers feels in its heart the drain caused 
by a poor, backward country and its fabu- 
lous economy feels the effect of the war. 

Killing is ceasing to be the best 
business for the monopolies. 
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Defensive arms, and not in suffi- 
cient number, is all these marvelous sol- 
diers have, besides love for their coun- 
try, their society, and a courage beyond 
compare. 

Vietnam; it sees no way out and it is 
searching desperately for a way that will 
permit it to emerge with dignity from the 
dangerous situation in which it finds 
itself. 

But imperialism is sinking in 

But the "four points" of the North 
and the "five" of the South have caught 
it in a pincers, making the confrontation 
still more decisive. 

Everything appears to indicate 
that peace, this precarious peace to 
which they give that name only because no 
global conflagration has occurred, is 
again in danger of being broken by any 
irreversible and inacceptable step taken 
by the North Americans. 

And for us, the exploited of the 
world, what should our role be in this? 

The peoples of three continents 
are watching and learning a lesson for 
themselves in Vietnam. 

Inasmuch as the Tmperialists are 
utilizing the threat of war to blackmail 
humanity, the correct reply is not to be 
afraid of war. The general tactic of the 
peoples must be to attack vigorously and 
uninterruptedly wherever a confrontation 
occurs. 

But in those places where this 
miserable peace which we endure has not 
been broken, what should our task be? 

To free ourselves at any price. 

The world panorama is one of great 
complexity. The task of winning freedom 
still faces the countries of old Europe, 
those sufficiently developed to experi- 
ence all the contradictions of capitalism 
while remaining too weak to follow the 
course of imperialism or to initiate this 
road. In these countries, the contradic- 
tions will become explosive in the next 
years, but their problems and, hence, 
their solutions are different from those 
facing our dependent and economically 
backward peoples. 

The fundamental field of imperial- 
ist exploitation covers the three back- 
ward continents -- the Americas, Asia and 
Africa. 

Each country has its own charac- 
teristics, but the continents, as a whole, 
also have theirs. 

The Americas constitute a more or 
less homogeneous whole and almost every- 

where North American monopoly capitalism 
holds absolute primacy. 

weak and timorous, governments are unable 
to resist the orders of the Yankee master. 

The puppet, or in the best of cases, 

The North Americans have reached 
virtually the pinnacle of their political 
and economic domination. They can now ad- 
vance little; any change in the situation 
could be converted into a decline in their 
primacy. Their policy is to maintain their 
conquests. The line of action is reduced 
at the present time to the use of brute 
force to block freedom movements no matter 
what their nature. 

The slogan, "We will not permit an- 
other Cuba," is designed to cover up treach- 
erous aggressions like the one perpetrated 
against Santo Domingo; or, before that, 
massacres like the one in Panama, and the 
clear warning that they are ready to send 
Yankee troops anywhere in the Americas 
where a change in the established order 
endangers their interests. 

This policy enjoys almost absolute 
impunity. The OAS [Organization of Ameri- 
can States] is a convenient mask, however 
discredited it is; the UN is of an ineffi- 
cacy bordering on the ridiculous or the 
tragic; the armies of all the countries of 
the Americas are ready for use in mowing 
down their own people. 

In practice what has been formed is 
an international of crime and betrayals. 

In addition, the indigenous bour- 
geoisies have lost all capacity to oppose 
imperialism, if they ever had any -- and 
constitute only a source of supplies for 
it. 

either a socialist revolution or a carica- 
ture of revolution. 

characteristics. The freedom struggles 
against a series of European colonial 
powers resulted in the establishment of 
more or less progressive governments whose 
subsequent evolution was, in some cases to 
deepen the primary objectives of national 
liberation and in others to revert toward 
proimperialist positions. 

United States has little to lose and much 
to gain in Asia. The changes have favored 
the U . S . ;  it is struggling to displace 
other neocolonial powers, to penetrate new 
spheres of action in the economic field, 
sometimes directly, sometimes utilizing 
Japan. 

But special political conditions 
exist there, above all in the peninsula of 
Indochina, which give Asia characteristics 

No other changes can be made; it's 

Asia is a continent with different 

From the economic point of view, the 
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of capital importance and which play an 
important role in the global military 
strategy of North American imperialism. 

Its blockade of China extends at 
least from South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, 
South Vietnam and Thailand. 

(chis dual situation -- such a 
strategic interest as the military block- 
ade of the People's Republic of .China and 
the ambition of its capitalists to pene- 
trate the big markets which they do not 
yet dominate -- makes Asia possibly one 
of the most explosive regions in the 
world today, despite the apparent sta- 
bility outside of the Vietnam area. 

Belonging geographically to this 
continent, but with its own contradic- 
tions, the Middle East is boiling, and no 
one can forecast what the cold war will 
lead to between the progressive countries 
of this zone and Israel, which is backed 
by the imperialists. 

One more rumbling volcano in the 
world, Africa, appears almost like virgin 
territory for a neocolonial invasion. 

Changes have occurred which, to a 
certain degree, have compelled the neo- 
colonial powers to give up their former 
absolute prerogatives. But when the pro- 
cesses continue without interruption to 
their conclusion, colonialism gives way, 
without violence, to a neocolonialism, 
the consequences of which are the same so 
far as economic domination is concerned. 

The United States formerly did not 
have colonies in this region and now it 
is struggling to penetrate the former 
preserves of its partners. 

tutes, in the strategic plans of North 
American imperialism, a long-range re- 
serve; its current investments are of 
importance only in the Union of South 
Africa and it is beginning to penetrate 
into the Congo, Nigeria and other coun- 
tries, where violent competition is flar- 
ing up (of a "peaceful" nature up to now) 
with other imperialist powers. It does 
not yet have big interests to defend ex- 
cept its pretended right to intervene any 
place on the globe where its monopolies 
are making good profits or where big re- 
serves of raw materials are to be found. 

the possibilities for the peoples to win 
their freedom in the immediate or near 
future. 

Analyzing the African scene, we 
see that the Portuguese colonies of Gui- 
nea, Mozambique and Angola are struggling 
with some intensity, with particular suc- 
cess in Guinea and variable successes in 
the other two. 

It can be said that Africa consti- 

All the above leads up to posing 

Also we still see a struggle between 
Lumumba's successors and the old accomplices 
of Tshombe in the Congo, a struggle that ap- 
pears at the moment to be inclining in favor 
of the latter, those who have "pacified" a 
big part of the country to benefit them- 
selves, although war remains latent. 

In Rhodesia the problem is different -- British imperialism utilized all the 
machinery at its disposal to hand over pow- 
er to the white minority which now holds it 
illegally. The conflict, from England's 
point of view, is completely against these 
officials, except that this power, with its 
customary diplomatic skill -- it is also 
called hypocrisy in good Spanish -- main- 
tains an appearance of distaste for the 
measures taken by the Ian Smith government 
and is supported in its crafty attitude by 
some of the Commonwealth countries which 
follow it and is attacked by a good part 
of the countries of black Africa, whether 
they are economic vassals of English impe- 
rialism or not. 

In Rhodesia the situation could be- 
come highly explosive if the efforts of the 
black patriots to rise up in arms material- 
izes and this movement is actually sup- 
ported by the neighboring African nations. 
But today all these problems are aired in 
bodies as innocuous as the UN, the Common- 
wealth or the OAU [Organization of African 
Unity]. 

cial evolution of Africa causes us to fore- 
cast a continental revolutionary situation. 

Portuguese must end victoriously, but Por- 
tugal signifies nothing in the imperialist 
list. 

The confrontations of revolutionary 
importance are those that hold at bay the 
whole imperialist apparatus, although we 
would not, because of that, cease strug- 
gling for the liberation of the three Por- 
tuguese colonies, for the deepening of 
their revolutions. 

Nevertheless the political and so- 

The freedom struggles against the 

When the black masses of South Afri- 
ca or Rhodesia initiate their genuinely 
revolutionary struggle, or when the impover- 
ished masses of a country set out against 
the ruling oligarchies to redeem their 
right to a decent living, a new era will 
have opened in Africa. 

Up to now barracks coups have oc- 
curred in which one group of officers re- 
places another or a regime that no longer 
serves their caste interests and those of  
the powers that surreptitiously control 
them; but there have been no popular con- 
vulsions. 

In the Congo, these characteristics 
were given a temporary impulse by the mem- 
ory of Lumumba, but they have been losing 
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momentum in recent months. 

In Asia, as we have seen, the sit- 
uation is explosive, and Vietnam and Laos 
where the struggle is now going on are 
not the only points of friction. The same 
holds true for Cambodia, where at any mo- 
ment North America can launch a direct 
invasion; Thailand, Malaysia must be 
added, and, naturally, Indonesia, where 
we cannot believe that the final word has 
been said despite the annihilation of the 
Communist party of that country after the 
reactionaries took power. And, of course, 
the Middle East. 

In Latin America, the struggle is 
going on arms in hand in Guatemala, Co- 
lombia, Venezuela and Bolivia and the 
first buds are already appearing in Bra- 
zil. 

There are other centers of resis- 
tance that have appeared and been extin- 
gui she d . 
this continent are ripe for a struggle of 
such nature that, to end in a triumph, it 
cannot be accommodated to anything less 
than the establishment of a government of 
socialist nature. 

In this continent practically o n l y  
one language is spoken, save for the ex- 
ceptional case of Brazil, with whose peo- 
ple those who know Spanish can speak, in 
view of the similarity between the two 
languages. 

so great among these countries that they 
can be identified as an "international 
American" type, much more so than in 
other continents. Language, customs, re- 
ligion, a common boss unites them. 

But almost all the countries of 

The similarity of the classes is 

The degree and forms of exploita- 
tion are similar in their effects for ex- 
ploiters and exploited in a good number 
of countries of our America. 

And rebellion in them is ripening 
at an accelerated rate. 

We can ask: This rebellion -- how 
can it be fructified? What kind of rebel- 
lion will it be? 

We have maintained for some time 
that given its similar characteristics, 
the struggle in the Americas will, in 
time, acquire continental dimensions. It 
will be the scene of many big battles in 
behalf of humanity, in behalf of its lib- 
eration. 

Measured against the scope of this 
continental-wide struggle, the present 
struggles keeping it going in an active 
way are only episodes, but they have al- 
ready provided their martyrs who will 

figure in the history of the Americas for 
having given their quota of necessary 
blood in this final stage of struggle 
the full freedom of mankind. 

FABRIC10 OJEDA -- VENEZUELAN MARTYR 
Written there are the names of Co- 

mandante Turcios Lima, the priest Camilo 
Torres, Cornandante Fabricio Ojeda, the 
comandantes Lobath and Luis de la Puente 
Uceda, the biggest figures in the revolu- 
tionary movements of Guatemala, Colombia, 
Venezuela and Peru. 

But the active mobilization of the 
people creates new leaders -- C6sar Montes 
and Yon Sosa raised the banner in Guatema- 
la; Fabio Vgzquez and Marulanda did it in 
Colombia; Douglas Bravo in the west of the 
country and Am6rico Martin in El Bachil- 
ler, leading their respective fronts in 
Venezuela . 

New buds of war are appearing in 
these and other American countries, as has 
now occurred in Bolivia, and these will 
continue to grow, with all the vicissitudes 
which this dangerous occupation of the 
modern revolutionist involves. 

Many victims will die, victim of 
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their own errors,otherswill fall in the 
harsh combat that is looming; new bat- 
tlers and new le rs will arise in the 
heat of the rev0 ianary struggle. 

The people will continue 
eaders 
the w 
epress 

advisers in 
ountries where armed struggle is go- 

ing on and the Peruvian army, advised and 
trained by the Yankees, managed, it seems, 
to inflict a defeat on the revolutionists 
of that country. 

duct their activities with sufficient po- 
litical and military skill, they become 
practically unbeatable and necessitate 
new deliveries by the Yankees. 

In Peru itself, with tenacity and 
firmness, new figures, although not yet 
fully known, are reorganizing the guer- 
rilla struggle. 

arms that sufficed to repress the small 
armed bands, will be converted into mod- 
ern arms and the groups of advisers into 
North American combatants, until the time 
arrives when they find themselves obliged 
to send growing numbers of regular troops 
to assure the relative stability of a 
power whose national puppet army disinte- 
grates in face of the battles undertaken 
by the guerrillas. 

This is the Vietnamese road; the 
road which the peoples must follow, the 
road which the Americas will follow, with 
the special feature that armed groups can 
establish something like coordinating 
committees to make the repressive task of 
Yankee imperialism more difficult and to 
help their own cause. 

The Americas, a continent forgot- 
ten in the latest political struggles for 
freedom, which is beginning to make 
itself felt through the "ricontinental by 
means of the Cuban revolution which is 
the voice of the vanguard of its peoples, 
will undertake a much more outstanding 
task -- the creation of the second or 
third Vietnam, or the world's second or 
third Vietnam. 

that imperialism is a worldwide system, 
and it must be beaten in a worldwide con- 
frontation. 

struggle must be the destruction of impe- 
rialism. 

But if the guerrilla centers con- 

Little by little, the obsolete 

In short, it must be remembered 

The strategic objective of this 

The participation which is up to 
us, the exploited and backward of the 

world, is to eliminate the bases sustain- 
ing imperialism -- our oppressed peoples 
from whom capital, raw materials, techni- 
cians and cheap workers are extracted; and 
to whom new capital, means of domination, 
arms and all kinds of goods are exported, 
adding up to absolute dependence. 

The fundamental element of this 
strategic goal will be, then, the real 
liberation of the peoples, a liberation 
that will be obtained through armed strug- 
gle in the majority of cases, and which, 
in the Americas, will have almost unfail- 
ingly the property of becoming converted 
into a socialist revolution. 

In focusing on the destruction of 
imperialism, it is necessary to identify 
its head, which is none other than the 
United States of North America. 

the tactical aim of which is to draw the 
enemy from his surroundings, compelling 
him to fight in places where his habits 
run counter to the prevailing reality. 

The adversary must not be under- 
estimated; the North American soldier has 
technical ability and is backed by means 
of such magnitude as to make him fearsome. 
He lacks essentially the ideological mo- 
tivation which his most hated rivals of 
today have to the highest degree -- the 
Vietnamese soldiers. 

We must carry out generally a task, 

We can triumph over this army only 
to the extent that we succeed in undermin- 
ing his morale. And this is done by in- 
flicting defeats on him and causing him 
repeated suffering. 

entails immense sacrifices by the peoples, 
sacrifices which must be demanded from now 
on, in full frankness, and which perhaps 
will be less painful than those which they 
will have to undergo if we were to continu- 
ally flee from the fight in order to try to 
get others to draw the chestnuts from the 
fire. 

to free itself will probably do so without 
an armed struggle; and the suffering of a 
war as long and as cruel as those conducted 
by the imperialists will be spared this 
people. 

But this narrow line of victories 

It is clear that the last country 

But perhaps it will be impossible 
to avoid this struggle and its effects in 
a conflict of worldwide character and it 
will suffer as much or more. 

We cannot forecast the future, but 
we must never give way to the miserable 
temptation to be the standard-bearers of a 
people who yearn for freedom but reject the 
struggle that goes with it and wait for 
victory like a beggar. 
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It is absolutely correct to avoid 
any useless sacrifice. Because of this it 
is extremely important to be clear on the 
actual possibilities which dependent 
Latin America has to free itself in a 
peaceful way. 

The answer to this question is 
clear to us -- the present moment may or 
may not be the one indicated to initiate 
a struggle, but we cannot permit OUT- 
selves to harbor any illusions, we have 
no right to believe that freedom can be 
won without a struggle. 

street fights with stones against tear 
gas, nor peaceful general strikes; nor 
will the struggle be one in which an in- 
furiated people destroys the repressive 
framework of the ruling oligarchy in two 
or three days. It will be a long, cruel 
struggle in which the front will be in 
guerrilla hideouts, in the cities, in 
the homes of the combatants; in which the 
repression will seek easy victims among 
their relatives. In the stricken peasant 
populace, in the towns and cities de- 
stroyed by the enemy's bombs, we are 
pressed into this struggle; there is no 
other way but to prepare for it and de- 
cide to begin it. The beginning will not 
be easy; it will be extremely difficult. 
Every repressive means, every bit of dem- 
agogy and brutality within the capacity 
of the oligarchies will be placed in the 
service of their cause. 

Our mission, in the first moments, 
is to survive, then to act, the perennial 
example of the guerrilla carrying on 
armed propaganda in the Vietnamese mean- 
ing of the term; that is, the propaganda 
of gunfire, of battles that are won or 
lost, but which are waged, against our 
enemies . 

And struggles will not be mere 

!The great lesson of the Snvinci- 
bility of guerrilla warfare catyhing on 
among the masses of the dispossessed. The 
galvanization of the national spirit; the 
preparation for more difficult tasks, for 
resistance to more violent repression. 
Hate as a factor in the struggle; intran- 
sigent hate for the enemy, which takes 
one beyond the natural limitations of a 
human being and converts one into an ef- 
fective, violent, single-minded, cold 
killing machine. 

people without hate cannot triumph over a 
brutal enemy. 

the enemy carries it; into his home, into 
his places of diversion, making it total. 

He must be prevented from having a 
moment's tranquility, a moment's calm 
outside the barracks and even within them 
-- attack him wherever he is to be found; 

O u r  soldiers must be like that; a 

!be war must be taken as far as 

make him feel relentless pursuit wherever 
he goes. 

cline. He will become still more bestial; 
but signs will be noted of the decay which 
begins to appear and which will develop 
into genuine proletarian internationalism, 
where the banner under which the struggle 
is carried on is the sacred cause of ben- 
efiting all humanity, so that to die under 
the colors of Vietnam, Venezuela, Guatema- 
la, Laos, Guinea, Colombia, Bolivia, Bra- 
zil -- to mention only the current scenes 
of armed struggle -- is equally glorious 
and desirable for an American, an Asian, 
an African and even a European. 

Every drop of blood spilled in a 
land under whose flag one was not born, is 
an experience that is treasured by anyone 
who survives and who can then apply the 
lessons learned in the struggle for free- 
dom in his own place of origin. And every 
people that frees itself is a phase in the 
battle for freedom of the very peoples that 
have already won a victory. 

and to place everything at the service of 
the struggle. 

the world struggling for freedom, all of 
us know; and we cannot hide it. "hat they 
have acquired a character and a sharpness 
that makes a dialogue and reconciliation 
appear extremely difficult, if not impos- 
sible, we know that, too. 

To seek ways to initiate a dialogue 
which the disputants reject is a fruitless 
task. 

But the enemy is there, pounding 
day after day and threatening new blows 
and these blows will unite us today, to- 
morrow or the day after tomorrow. 

this necessary union will win the grati- 
tude of the peoples. 

In view of the virulence and the 
intransigency with which each cause is de- 
fended, we, the dispossessed, cannot take 
part in any way by declaring a position on 
the differences, even when we at times 
agree with some of the arguments on one 
side or the other, or to a greater degree 
with those of one side rather than those 
of the other. 

Then his morale will begin to de- 

It is time to moderate our disputes 

That big controversies are agitating 

Whoever first obtains and prepares 

At this moment of the struggle, the 
form in which the present differences are 
made public constitutes a weakness, but in 
the situation confronting us, to hope to 
reach an agreement on them through words 
is an illusion. History will determine 
which positions will be wiped out and which 
will be confirmed. 
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In our world of struggle, every- 
thing involving a dispute around tactics, 
methods of action for the attainment of 
limited objectives, must be analyzed with 
the respect due other's appreciations. As 
for the great strategic objective, the 
total destruction of imperialism by means 
of struggle, on that we must be intransi- 
gent. 

We would sum up as follows our as- 
pirations for victory: destruction of im- 
perialism by means of eliminating its 
strongest bulwark -- the imperialist do- 
main of the United States of North Ameri- 
ca. 

To take as the tactical line the 
gradual freeing of the peoples, by ones 
or by groups, involving the enemy in a 
difficult struggle outside of his ter- 
rain; liquidating his bases of support, 
which are his dependent territories. 

peat it once again, a cruel war. 

when he sets out to initiate it and let 
no one vacillate in initiating it out of 
fear of the results which it can draw 
upon his own people. It is almost the 
only hope for victory. We cannot evade 
the need of the hour. 

This means a long war. And, we re- 

Let no one be mistaken on this 

Vietnam teaches us this with its 
permanent lesson in heroism, its tragic 
daily lesson in struggle and death in 
order to gain the final victory. 

Over there, the imperialist troops 
find the inconveniences of those accus- 
tomed to the standard of living which the 
North American nation boasts. They have 
to confront a hostile land, the insecuri- 
ty of those who cannot move without feel- 
ing that they are walking on enemy terri- 
tory; death for those who go outside of 
fortified redoubts; the permanent hostil- 
ity of the entire population. 

All this continues to provoke re- 
percussions inside the United States; it 
is going to arouse a factor weakening the 
full vigor of imperialism; the class 
struggle inside its own territory. 

How close and bright would the fu- 

ture appear if two, three, many Vietnams 
flowered on the face of the globe, with 
their quota of death and immense tragedies, 
with their daily heroism, with their re- 
peated blows against imperialism, with the 
obligation it would signify for imperial- 
ism to disperse its forces under the lash 
of the growing hate of the peoples of the 
world! 

And if we were capable of uniting 
so as to give our blows greater solidity 
and certainty, so that aid of all kinds 
for the people locked in combat would be 
even more effective. 

How great the future would be, and 
how near! 

If we, on a small point on the map 
of the world, carry out the duty which we 
hail and place at the disposition of the 
struggle this small bit which we are per- 
mitted to give: our lives, our sacrifice, 
it can happen that one of these days we 
wifl draw our last breath on a bit of 
earth already ours, watered with our blood. 
Let it be known that we have measured the 
scope of our  acts and that we consider 
ourselves no more than elements in the 
great army of the proletariat; but we feel 
proud at having learned from the Cuban rev- 
olution and its great main leader the great 
lesson to be drawn from his attitude in 
this part of the world: "What difference 
the dangers to a man or a people, or the 
sacrifices they make, when what is at 
stake is the destiny of humanity." 

Our entire action is a call for war 
against Yankee imperialism and a cry for 
the unity of the peoples against the great 
enemy of the human species: the United 
States of North America. 

Wherever we are surprised by death, 
let it be welcome if our call for war has 
reached even one receptive ear and another 
hand reaches out to take up our arms, and 
other men prepare to sing the mournful 
songs to the chattering of machine guns 
and new calls for war and for victory. 

-- Che 

AS CHE WAS SAYING 

The Pentagon has just sent "three 
or four" military advisers to Bolivia to 
precede a larger group which will provide 
antiguerrilla training for the armed 
forces of the Barrientos dictatorship. 
This was confirmed by State Department 
sources April 13. The advisers will not 
themselves participate in any military 

operations, it was said. As in Vietnam at 
the beginning, they will "only advise and 
train" the Bolivian army so as to make it 
"more effective" in putting down guerril- 
las. The State Department spokesman denied 
that the move was due to any current 
clashes. It had been planned for some time, 
he said. 
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BRITISH VOTCERS DEAL WILSON A STIFF BLOW 

By Brian Gormley 

The gravest blow since being 
elected t o  power was delivered t o  the 
Labour par ty  A p r i l  1 3  when Labour con- 
t r o l  of county councils across England 
and Wales was reduced t o  a shambles. I n  
a l l  of England, Labour now controls only 
one county council -- Durham -- and two 
i n  Wales . 

Its most  serious defeat was i n  
London, where Labour has held the county 
council since 1934. Here the party was 
reduced t o  a f r ac t ion  of i t s  former 
strength,  now holding only 18 sea t s  t o  
the Tories' 82. 

The average swing throughout the 
country against  Labour was 12.9% of the 
vote. In  pa r t s  of London, espec ia l ly  i n  
the so l id  working-class d i s t r i c t s  i n  the 
East End (Hackney), the swing went up t o  
20.9%. I n  I s l ing ton ,  it rose t o  26.6%. 
Even i n  Wilson's home r id ing  i n  Lanca- 
sh i r e ,  Huyton West, the percentage s h i f t  
t o  the Tories was up by 21.8%. The t o t a l  
percentage of people voting was down i n  
m o s t  places. Many Labour supporters ab- 
s ta ined ,  espec ia l ly  among the working 
c l a s s ,  while the p a r t y ' s  middle-class 
support tended t o  remain s tab le .  Tradi- 
t i ona l  Labour voters crossed c l a s s  l i n e s  
t o  vote f o r  the Tories. 

It i s  s ign i f i can t  t o  note t h a t  the 
votes f o r  the Communist par ty  candidates 
remained s t a t i c ,  o r  even decreased. I n  
London they l o s t  a t h i r d  of t h e i r  votes,  
po l l ing  66,000 i n  comparison t o  92,000 i n  
1964. 

The hammering which the Labour 
pa r ty  took i s  the f i r s t  public demonstra- 
t i o n  by the mass of the Br i t i sh  working 
c l a s s  o f  i t s  d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  with the 
Wilson government's support of Br i t i sh  
capitalism. Party canvassers repor t  t h a t  
they hadn't  voted f o r  Labour t o  get  Tory 
po l i c i e s  of increased r a t e s  and r en t s .  

Labour I s "incomes policy" was the 
main i r r i t a n t .  "We are not voting f o r  a 
government t h a t ' s  freezing our wages," 
e l ec t ion  workers were to ld .  

The sharpest c r i t i c i sm has come 
f r o m  within the House of Commons from J i m  
Dickens, Labour MP f o r  Lewisham West. 
Speaking a t  Ruskin College, Oxford, he 
sa id  the defeat "must be l a i d  squarely on 
the played-out, deadbeat policy of defla- 
t i o n  adopted by the government t o  appease 
the Bank of England and the City a t  home, 
and the In te rna t iona l  Monetary Fund and 
European cen t r a l  bankers abroad." He cas- 
t iga ted  the recent budget, which was pre- 
sented i n  the midst of the e lec t ions ,  as  
''a bankers budget, which proposed t o  hand 

back E26 million a year t o  sur tax  payers 
while doing nothing about ch i ld  poverty." 

"contemptible support" f o r  the bombing of 
Vietnam had knocked the s tu f f ing  out of 
Labour par ty  workers. 

spons ib i l i ty  f o r  the debacle l i e s .  Even 
the r i g h t  wing expected t h e i r  support t o  
be down. But no one predicted,  even on the 
l e f t ,  such an avalanche of opposition 
votes. 

He s t a t ed  t h a t  the government's 

Everyone i s  aware of where the re- 

The e lec t ion  defeat has had a stun- 
ning impact upon the Labour par ty  i t s e l f ,  
espec ia l ly  i t s  vast  bureaucracy, a great 
proportion of which was embedded i n  loca l  
governments around the country. It has 
a l so  put a scare i n t o  the Br i t i sh  bour- 
geoisie t h a t  Wilson might be stampeded 
in to  abandoning h i s  economic policy and 
the general rightward course of the govern- 
ment. 

The Guardian, i n  an e d i t o r i a l  on 
April 15, was quick t o  warn: "If the gov- 
ernment i s  convinced t h a t  i t s  po l i c i e s  are 
r i g h t ,  it would be gravely mistaken i f  it 
panicked now and allowed i t s e l f  t o  be blown 
off course. 'I 

James Magrach, a leading p o l i t i c a l  column- 
i s t  f o r  the Sunday Times. Commenting upon 
the e f f e c t  the defeat w i l l  have on the 
Labour MP's, he s t a t ed :  "The more panicky 
troops are already evincing symptoms of 
shell-shock as  they groped f o r  t h e i r  F r i -  
day t r a i n s  t o  home. And M r .  Wilson knows, 
from h i s  own pas t ,  the cynical r e a l i t y .  
There i s  never any grati tude i n  p o l i t i c s  
when the chips are down. The Prime Minister 
i s  probably a l so  going t o  l ea rn  the lone l i -  
ness of the long-distance runner. 

"This s i t u a t i o n , "  he went on, " w i l l  
c a l l  f o r  a pronounced change i n  technique 
on the Prime Minister 's  p a r t  i n  the months 
t o  come. T h i s  i s  the time f o r  the velvet 
gloves, f o r  cosseting [pampering] the 
doubters and the f ea r fu l  w i t h o u t  making 
any r e a l  concessions." 

Labour brass w i l l  attempt t o  "play it  
long." But whether he can do t h a t  without 
making major concessions, o r  even causing 
a major c r i s i s  i n  the par ty  remains t o  be 
seen. 

More spec i f ic  advice i s  given by 

It i s  obvious t h a t  Wilson and the 

No matter what happens, t h e  stage 
i s  being s e t  f o r  a major r evo l t  a t  the 
next annual conference i n  October, bring- 
ing t o  a head the already l a t e n t  devisions 
inside the par ty  on the r i g h t ' s  east-of- 
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Suez policy, the prices and incomes poli- cies to short-run electoral considerations 
cy, the "wage freeze" and support for would be a betrayal of our responsibilities 
American actions in Vietnam. to the nation. 'I 

In the coming months local elec- 
tions will be taking place throughout the 
country. If the trend continues, Labour 
will lose eight cities -- Liverpool, 
Bristol, Nottingham, Leicester, Bradford, 
Newcastle, Aberdeen and Dundee. On the 
basis of the swing, Leeds, Manchester and 
Glasgow are now in doubt. 

Can Wilson "play it long" without 
paying a terrible price? Can he stick to 
his dogma, enunciated to a Labour party 
audience, in Fulham last Saturday? Defi- 
antly he stated, "to trim national poli- 

Because of the shakeup, it is pos- 
sible that the biggest opposition in the 
history of the party will be formed and it 
is certain that the constituency parties 
will be in a state of revolt. Not only has 
the right wing's policy proved to be bank- 
rupt in meeting the needs of the British 
working class, but they now are shown as 
lacking in popular support. 

It's this latter aspect which the 
Labour leadership has been using to justify 
desertion, even of official conference res- 
olutions. 

REPORTED GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES DISTURB BRAZILIAN CONGRESS 

There have been persistent reports 
of guerrilla activities in Brazil since 
the military coup d'6tat April 1, 1964. 
Some have been unconfirmed; others indi- 
cated only the involvement of very small 
forces. In addition, the military brass 
have consistently denied that anything 
worth bothering about has occurred. 

Nonetheless the very persistency 
of the reports has led to some uneasiness 
in ruling circles. On April 18 it was 
announced that the minister of defense, 
General Aurelio Lira Tavares, had been 

asked to appear before the Brazilian con- 
gress to submit to questioning, particu- 
larly on the news that guerrillas had 
been encountered in the mountainous re- 
gion of Caparao in the state of Minas 
Gerais. 

On the eve of the Punta del Este 
conference the Brazi1ian.pres.s reported 
guerrilla activities in this area; and 
during the conference the army announced 
that it had captured eleven guerrillas, 
including their leader, a former parachute 
captain, Juarez Nogheira. 

POLICE ESTIMATE ON GIANT ANTIWAR MARCH SCORED AS A LIE 

5 e  efforts of the New York police 
to minimize the giant antiwar demonstra- 
tion in that city April 15 by claiming 
that "only" 125,000 turned out, has stir- 
red sharp protests. 

The figure was so fantastically 
different from the reality that even the 
New York Times felt it had no recourse 
but to open its columns to the dispute. 
In its April 19 edition it ran a 22-inch 
story on the subject. 

As against the police figure, 
Robert Greenblatt, an assistant professor 
of mathematics at Cornell University and 
one of the cochairmen of the Spring Mo- 
bilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam, said, "There was a minimum of 
400,000 people there." 

Dr. Martin Luther King, who has 
had long experience in speaking to big 
crowds, estimated that the number of peo- 
ple packed into the United Nations Plaza 
at the time he spoke was somewhere be- 
tween 100,000 and 200,000. 

In addition, all the streets ap- 
proaching the Plaza were jammed, the line 
of march still extended back to Central 
Park, and Sheep Meadow, the assembly point, 
was still crowded. 

After the speeches had ended at the 
UN Plaza, the march still continued for 
well over another hour despite persistent 
efforts of the 3,000 police to disperse 
the crowd by turning them away from the 
Plaza. 

The last contingents entered the 
big square before the UN headquarters at 
about 6 p.m. in face of a heavy downpour. 
They had been waiting at the assembly 
point since 11 a.m. for their turn to 
march. 

In the photograph on the next page 
the line of march is shown near the exit 
at Central Park. 

The size of the crowd can be judged 
from the fact that the marchers poured 
past this point steadily for about six 
hours. 
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An Eyewitness Account 

LIFE I N  NORTH VIETNAM UNDER "HE AMERICAN BOMBS 

[The following account of a t r i p  
i n  north Vietnam i n  the area close t o  the 
seventeenth p a r a l l e l  appeared i n  the 
April 16-17 issue of the Par i s  da i ly  &g 
Monde . 

[The author, Dr. Jean-Michel Kri- 
vine, i s  head surgeon a t  the LariboisiGre 
hospi ta l  i n  Paris.  He went t o  Vietnam as 
a member of the second investigation team 
of the International War Crimes Tribunal. 

[A few statements made by Dr. Kri- 
vine upon h i s  r e tu rn  t o  Par i s  have ap- 
peared i n  the da i ly  American press but 
were evidently torn  out of context and 
badly d is tor ted .  

ing i s  taken from the journal which Dr. 
Krivine kept of h i s  t r i p .  The t r ans l a t ion  
i s  by World Outlook.] 

CLe Monde s t a t e s  t h a t  the follow- 

* * *  

"Bac-si (doctor) Krivine, do you 
know how t o  r i de  a bicy-?" 

It was four p.m. Since l a s t  even- 
ing we have been i n  the province of Ha- 
Tinh, 350 kilometers south of Hanoi. An- 
other 300 kilometers t o  go i f  we were t o  
take the most  d i r e c t  route,  RN 1. 

three simultaneous sounds -- gunfire 
from the Seventh Fleet ( s i x  shots,  si- 
lence, another six shotd, e t c . ) ,  American 
j e t  planes passing very high overhead, 
f i n a l l y  children r e c i t i n g  t h e i r  lesson 
i n  a kindergarten a dozen meters from 
our room. We are  staying in a rambling 
hote l  i n  the open countryside surrounded 
by r i c e  paddies and straw-thatched huts.  

I n  t rave l ing ,  we have t o  wait f o r  
n i g h t f a l l  and u t i l i z e  heavy, high- 
centered mi l i t a ry  vehicles with fou r -  
wheel drives -- l i k e  our command-car of 
Soviet manufacture which appears heavy 
enough t o  go anywhere. I n  the daytime, 
planes can spot the trucks and it  is  bet- 
t e r  then t o  go on foot or bicycle. 

We l e f t  i n  a single f i l e .  There 
were a dozen of us ,  accompanied by Dr. 
'Phien, a s s i s t an t  d i r ec to r  of the prov- 
ince ' s  health department. Along the paths 
we were regarded with cu r ios i ty  -- few 
Westerners come here -- by peasants t r o t -  
ing with heavily loaded shoulder poles,  
youths i n  "colonial ha t s "  covered with 
leaves,  children a s t r ide  t h e i r  buffaloes. 

We stopped i n  f ron t  of a heap of 
bricks and t i l e s  t h a t  had once been the 
Huong-Rhe d i s t r i c t  hospi ta l .  A young g i r l  

This morning I w a s  awakened by 

approached my guide and whispered some- 
thing i n  h i s  ear.  The guide laughed. "& 
asked me i f  you weren't an American p& 
lot, I' he said.  "Ifyou were there were a 
couple of things she wanted t o  t e l l  y z ! "  

We straddled o u r  bikes again and 
went t o  the province's hospi ta l  a t  Ha- 
Tinh. Everything had been razed t o  the 
ground. There were only c r a t e r s ,  bricks 
and broken t i l e s  a t  the foot of broken 
walls. 'Phis modern, 300-bed establishment 
was destroyed by bombs dropped i n  1965 
during eighteen a t tacks ,  1 w a s  to ld .  Quite 
calmly, Dr. Thien said t h a t  a l l  nine hos- 
p i t a l s  i n  the province had been destroyed. 
Nonetheless, they were continuing t o  
function i n  the countryside, s t a f f ed  with 
t h e i r  regulation personnel i n  d i s t an t  
places. Moreover I w i l l  be given the 
opportunity t o  v i s i t  these establishments. 

Here were other devastated build- 
ings. A grade school, a big brick build- 
ing designed f o r  1,500 pupi l s ,  was l e f t  
with only i t s  walls standing. To the 
r i g h t  of it, a normal teachers school was 
i n  t o t a l  ru ins .  

I n  the evening we l e f t  f o r  the 
province of Quang-Binh. After r o l l i n g  
along f o r  some hours, l i g h t s  ou t ,  on un- 
repaired roads, our truck had t o  stop. 
Voices could be heard, an animated con- 
versation.. .  An o f f i c i a l  of the escor t  
explained : 

After some inqui r ies ,  we ended up 
a t  a farm -- a f loo r  of bare ea r th ,  b r ick  
walls, a t i l e  r o o f .  In the dim l i g h t  of 
a Chinese o i l  lamp, I can make out a big 
clock, a sewing machine, a few cha i rs ,  a 
tab le  and a green chest  t h a t  must contain 
a l l  the prized possessions of the family. 

We were awakened a t  dawn by salvos 
the Seventh F lee t ,  c loser  than usual. 

ed by h i s  wife, the head of the fam- 
i l y  had car r ied  out "do-it-yourself re- 
pa i r s .  With ear th ,  stones and galvanized 
i ron ,  he had reinforced the r o o f .  Inter-  
laced bamboo poles strengthened two walls. 

American planes had attacked t h i s  hamlet 
with fragmentation bombs and napalm i n  
1966. For several kilometers around, how- 
ever, there were o n l y  r i ce  paddies, f i e l d s  
and straw-thatched huts.  A fragmentation 

We s t a r t e d  up a conversation. 
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bomb f e l l  within one meter of the home -- 
the scars  are v i s ib l e  on the walls of the 
house and a b ig  branch on a nearby t r e e  
was cut i n  two. The couple and the three 
children had time t o  ge t  inside.  No one 
was injured. 

by napalm, the t r aces  are s t i l l  v i s i b l e  
i n  the f i e l d s .  

A number of huts were s e t  on f i r e  

We are t o  s tay  several  days i n  the 
province of Quang-Binh, one of the most 
heavily attacked, since the seventeenth 
p a r a l l e l  i s  not f a r  away. The planes come 
i n  regular ly ,  s h e l l s  from the Seventh 
F lee t ,  and, coming down toward Vinh-Linh 
s h e l l s  from the ground a r t i l l e r y .  But i n  
a l l  the places where I stopped (and some 
of them were unscheduled), I could see 
the peasants tending t h e i r  f i e l d s ,  f i sh -  
ermen returning from the sea,  children 
going t o  school, the san i t a t ion  service 
keeping up t h e i r  work i n  an astonishingly 
e f f i c i e n t  way, people smiling. .. 

Thus we v i s i t e d  a f i sh ing  v i l l age  
attacked many times by a wide assortment 
of weapons of which I could see the 
signs -- high-explosive bombs, fragmenta- 
t i o n  bombs, 20 mm. s h e l l s ,  napalm. Every- 
thing had been smashed and burned, but 
the inhabitants had b u i l t  lower straw 
huts communicating d i r e c t l y  with each 
through trenches and no one had l e f t  the 
area. Along the coast we saw a ba t t l e sh ip  
of the Seventh F lee t .  Overhead a recon- 
naissance plane c i rc led .  Separated i n t o  
small groups, taking advantage of the 
protection of incompletely burned t r e e s ,  
we were able t o  reach the v i l l age .  

Under a roof made of palm leaves,  
protected by a low wall ,  f o r t y  f i r s t -  
grade pupils were l i s t e n i n g  t o  the teach- 
e r .  When we entered, an eight-year-old 
g i r l  gave the s igna l  and the c l a s s  began 
singing a p a t r i o t i c  song, clapping t h e i r  
hands i n  time. Then came games during the 
recess ,  the children conducting them- 
selves i n  a d i sc ip l ined  way a s  i s  usual 
i n  a she l t e r .  

To en te r  the community pharmacy, 
which i s  underground, it i s  necessary t o  
get  down on a l l  fours.  Inside,  a young 
g i r l  i n  a white smock was working. She 
had taken a preparatory course f o r  s i x  
months and had been here since April 
1966. She d i d n ' t  want t o  leave her v i l -  
lage.  O n  three narrow shelves she had 
arranged her products, the va r i e ty  of 
which was surpr i s ing  -- a n t i b i o t i c s ,  an- 
a lges ics ,  antidotes f o r  diarrhea,  t r ad i -  
t i ona l  remedies based on p lan ts .  "We 
don ' t  keep everything he re , "  sa id  the 
pharmacist. "My supplies are stored i n  
several  places. Besides t h a t  we have two  
pharmacies i n  the v i l lage  with a dis-  
penser i n  each one. 

The community's infirmary i s  l ike-  

wise underground, but it i s  more spacious 
with i t s  two wooden beds, i t s  wardrobe, 
i t s  tab le  and cha i r .  The twenty-year-old 
nurse, who received nine months t r a in ing ,  
likewise did not want t o  leave her v i l lage .  
She explained how she t r ea t ed  burns and 
shock. No one could deny her competence, 
her v ivac i ty ,  and her sense of responsi- 
b i l i t y .  She worked with three subordinate 
nurses under the guidance of an a s s i s t a n t  
physician. Altogether, i n  various s h e l t e r s ,  
the infirmary had eighteen beds. The case 
of t h i s  coastal  v i l lage  i s  not unique. I n  
every community where we stopped, I found 
a center of t h i s  kind headed by one o r  two 
a s s i s t a n t  doctors who had three years 
t r a in ing  and were helped by four o r  f i v e  
nurses. 

The road t o  Vinh-Linh i s  as  muddy 
as  you would want. Fortunately, the "shock 
brigades" responsible f o r  keeping up 
communication routes had placed white 
s t i c k s  repainted each day when i t  r a ins .  
The young g i s l s  i n  charge of t h i s  work 
were with u s  -- they must keep each road 
open and u t i l i z a b l e  a l l  the time by a 
heavy truck moving with i t s  l i g h t s  out. 
During my t r i p  we were never halted by an 
unrepaired road o r  blown up bridge. Some- 
times i t  took us ten hours t o  t r ave l  100 
kilometers C62 miles]. The j o l t s  might be 
impressive, but we got through. 

Traveling t o  Vinh-Linh i n  t h i s  way 
i s  not exactly relaxing -- the command 
car  looked l i k e  a ship plowing through a 
sea of mud. Imperturbably, the chauffeur 
drove through twelve hours of darkness, 
using a dim camouflaged headlamp. H i s  
hearing was a s  keen a s  h i s  eyes -- de- 
sp i t e  the noise of h i s  engine, he noted 
planes passing overhead. We f i n a l l y  came 
t o  deep trenches cut i n  the muddy ground. 
They l ed  t o  a huge s h e l t e r  of reassuring 
so l id i ty .  

took me t o  the Via-Linh provincial  hos- 
p i t a l  f o r  a v i s i t .  Ordinarily t h i s  i s  a 
"quiet" hour, but caution was ca l l ed  f o r  
j u s t  the same because the Americans of ten  
s h i f t  t a c t i c s .  I could see the Ben-Hai 
River and the famous Hien-Luong bridge. 
While he waited, the chauffeur patched up 
the t ruck ' s  camouflage. 

The hospi ta l  i s  t o t a l l y  destroyed. 
Great splashes of napalm frame the red 
crosses on the portico.  I had already 
seen a spectacle of the same kind a t  
Dong-Hoi i n  the province of Quang-Binh. 
According t o  a doctor, who accompanied me, 
the building, which had 250 beds and was 
completely i so la ted  i n  the f i e l d s ,  was 
attacked eleven t i m e s  i n  1965. From t h i s  
heap of ru ins ,  I took a piece from the 
wall of the operating room on which na- 
palm t h a t  had not burned was s t i l l  s t ick-  
ing. 

The following day a t  noon, a truck 

An extraordinary s igh t  f o r  the 
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foreign visitor -- the inhabitants appear 
to go about their occupations tranquilly. 
Production is considered to be at least 
as important as the antiaircraft defense, 
and the cooperative, which had harvested 
five tons of rice per hectare, was as 
proud of this success as of its militia 
which had brought down planes. The slogan 
"Hang on in the bomb craters and p ~ -  
duce," has been taken so seriously that 
I saw old bomb craters in green slopes 
converted into ponds where the peasants 
raised fish. (The 3,000-pound bombs cur- 
rently being used blast holes 28 meters 
in diameter and eight to ten meters 
deep.) [About 90 feet wide and 36 to 33 
feet deep.] 

This calmness, this will to live 
and to win, these treasures of ingenious- 
ness...all this takes one's breath. Imag- 
ine in Paris a "stomach" operation being 
performed without error in a bomb shelter 
by the light of a bicycle lamp, not hav- 

ing more than four deaths when a hundred 
homes in the village are burned, working 
a centrifuge at 2,400 revolutions a min- 
ute through the friction of a bicycle 
wheel, taking heavy trucks across bamboo 
bridges installed at night, to have al- 
most completely wiped out malaria, chol- 
era, trachoma...and illiteracy. 

At the Viet-Duc hospital in Hanoi, 
I watched an operation conducted by Dr. 
Ton That Tung, a surgeon of worldwide 
fame. He remained faithful to his old 
French instruments. He told me the long 
story of Vietnamese surgery, the diffi- 
culties that were encountered. He said, 
laughing: "[Chey destroyed everything. 
Everything we built since 1954 is in ruins -- hospitals, schools, factories, new 
homes. We don't have anything more to lose 
except independence and freedom. But to 
keep that, believe me, we are readyto 
endure everything." 

SARTFKE REPORTS EMBASSY PROMISE THAT HUGO BUNCO WILL NOT BE SHOT 

Par i s 

Jean-Paul Sartre, speaking at a 
mass meeting April 10 in defense of the 
victims of Peruvian repression, an- 
nounced that the Peruvian embassy had 
assured him that Hugo Blanco would not 
be executed. He said he had received a 
letter from the Peruvian embassy guaran- 
teeing that Hugo Blanco would not be 
shot. 

Despite this assurance, he urged 
that the campaign in defense of the im- 
prisoned Peruvian peasant leader be con- 
tinued: "We will not cease our struggle 
until the day Hugo Blanco is free!" 

This was well received by the au- 
dience, as the Peruvian authorities are 
not to be trusted. 

Sartre told the audience of more 
than 1,500 that a revolutionary bond 
united the freedom struggle led by Hugo 
Blanco and that of the Vietnamese. The 
world-famous French philosopher said that 
in face of the international aggression 
of imperialism, it is necessary to orga- 
nize internationally against it. 

The sizable meeting was organized 
by the Committee of Solidarity with the 
Victims of Repression in Peru. The hall 
was filled to overflowing and two o r  
three hundred people were unable to get 
in. 

The meeting was chaired by Daniel 
Mayer, president of the League for the 
Rights of Man. He emphasized that the 

meeting was only part of the vast movement 
of support for the political victims of 
Peruvian reaction. This was shown by the 
messages of various international organiza- 
tions which have undertaken similar protest 
act ions. 

Other speakers included Laurent 
Schwartz, the renowned mathematician; the 
Peruvian writer, Murio Vargas; the jour- 
nalist A.P.Lentin; and P. Vandeeburie, 
president of the Union Nationale des Etu- 
diants de France). They stressed their 
wholehearted support for the imprisoned 
Peruvians, and emphasized various aspects 
of the political and social situation in 
Latin America, especially in Peru. 

Simone de Beauvoir was present as 
well as representatives of a number of 
trade unions. These included the Confeder- 
a1 Bureau of the Confbdbration Gbn6rale 
du Travail [General Confederation of Work- 
ers] the Fbdkration de 1 'Education Nation- 
ale (National Teachers Federation], and 
officials of Force Ouvrisre [Labor Force]. 

The chairman of the meeting read 
messages sent by Hugo Blanco. (See World 
Outlook, April 21. ) 

Participants affirmed their deter- 
mination to continue the committee's work 
in support of the revolutionaries of Peru. 

The meeting closed with the singing 
of "The Internationale. ' I  
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Howard Pe t r ick  Case 

FT. HOOD BRASS TURN I T  OVER TO PENTAGON FOR DECISION 

By Lew Jones 

The Petrick case was t o o  hot f o r  
them. That appears t o  be what the m i l i -  
t a r y  au tho r i t i e s  a t  Ft.  Hood decided when 
they suddenly closed the investigation -- 
s o  f a r  as they are concerned publicly. 

They passed the buck t o  the Penta- 
gyn. And s o  Pfc. Howard Pe t r ick ,  the so- 
c i a l i s t  youth who stuck up f o r  h i s  con- 
s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  discuss and defend 
h i s  opinion t h a t  the U.S. i s  completely 
i n  the wrong f o r  having gone i n t o  Vietnam 
i n  the f i r s t  place and s t i l l  more wrong 
i n  staying there a single day, has become 
the subject o f  an extraordinary council 
o f  w a r  among the top generals of the Pen- 
tagon. 

These mi l i t a ry  s t r a t e g i s t s  and po- 
l i t i c a l  representatives of the ru l ing  
c l a s s  must decide what t o  do About an 
American who believes i n  exercising the 
r i g h t ,  guaranteed i n  the U.S. Constitu- 
t i o n ,  of freedom of speech -- ac tua l ly  
exercising t h a t  r i g h t ,  n o t  j u s t  paying 
l i p  service t o  i t ,  and exercising it 
where it counts most today, inside the 
U.S.  army. 

i n  the case came a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 
the immediate, widespread response t o  the 
appeal f o r  s o l i d a r i t y  sen t  o u t  by f r iends  
of the courageous G I .  

i n  the press ,  expressions of support were 
coming i n  from a l l  over the United S ta t e s ,  
backing Howard Petrick and expressing ad- 
miration f o r  h i s  firm stand i n  behalf o f  
one of the main pr inc ip les  t h a t  guided 
the American revolu t ion is t s  of 1776. 

This abrupt and spectacular tu rn  

Within days a f t e r  the case broke 

The F t .  Hood au tho r i t i e s  seem t o  
have been impressed by t h i s  response even 
before the mammoth antiwar demonstrations 
i n  New York and San Francisco April 15. 

A t  those demonstrations, the name 
of Pfc. Howard Petrick became known t o  
hundreds of thousands of persons. I n  view 
of the response among these antiwar dem- 
ons t ra tors ,  there was absolutely no doubt 
t h a t  the case would become the most fa- 
mous since James Kutcher, the l eg le s s  
veteran o f  World War 11, won h i s  r i g h t  t o  
hold a government job and s t i l l  maintain 
h i s  Trots?syist views. 

/ On April 19, Pet r ick  was informed 
by the Ft.  Hood brass t h a t  they were 
closing the case s o  f a r  a s  they were con- 
cerned and r e f e r r i n g  the whole mattes t o  
the U.S. Department of the Army i n  the 
Pentagon. 

The hasty reversa l  of the witch- 
hunt procedure a t  F t .  Hood i s  quite under- 
standable. The question now i s  -- w i l l  the 
Pentagon take a s i m i l a r  view? This remains 
t o  be seen. 

Pe t r ick  was most  impressive. It included 
statements by Da 
St r ike  f o r  P e a c e 7  Staughton Lynd (a well- 
known p a c i f i s t ) ,  Linda Dannenberg (execu- 
t i v e  secretary of the Student Mobilization 
Committee), Herbert Aptheker (a leader of 
the Communist par ty) ,  and a number of an t i -  
war groups. 

A sampling of the f i r s t  responses, 
published i n  the April 24 Mi l i tan t ,  takes 
the b e t t e r  pa r t  of a page of the weekly 
newspaper. 

t en t ion  because o f  an unusual number of 
fea tures .  

i s t  Alliance and the Soc ia l i s t  Workers 
par ty ,  Petrick was drafted i n t o  the army 
las t  July. H i s  service record was excel- 
l e n t  and he was soon well l iked  by the 
other G I ' s .  

On March 20 he was granted a leave. 
He used the time i n  the most educational 
and prof i tab le  way possible by attending a 
national convention of the Young Soc ia l i s t  
Alliance which was held i n  Det ro i t ,  Mich- 
igan. 

found t h a t  h i s  locker had been searched 
and h i s  s o c i a l i s t  and antiwar l i t e r a t u r e  
confiscated. 

The in s t an t  support f o r  Howard 

ar Wilson (Women's 

The case a t  once a t t r a c t e d  wide a t -  

A member of both the Young Social- 

Upon returning t o  F t .  Hood, he 

The same evening he was questioned 
and provided with a mi l i t a ry  attorney, who 
advised him t h a t  he faced a possible court- 
martial  on charges of "subversion, '' creat-  
ing "disaffection" and making "disloyal" 
statements. The lawyer sa id  t h a t  the charge 
of "disloyal" statements c a r r i e s  a maximum 
penalty of three years '  imprisonment f o r  
each count. 

The f r ee  speech issue was c l ea r ly  
posed inasmuch a s  Pfc. Petrick had never 
disobeyed an order and h i s  service record 
was excellent.  It was extremely d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  the army o f f i c i a l s  t o  bring any charge 
against  him except having p o l i t i c a l  thoughts 
they disagreed with and expressing them t o  
other members of the armed forces.  

It was expected t h a t  charges would 
be brought against  Pfc. Petrick within 
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CZECHS ADD THEIR B I T  ON '"EN CRITICISM" OF TROTSKY 

days. But i n  view of the G I ' s  evidently 
la rge  number of f r iends  i n  c i v i l i a n  c i r -  
c l e s ,  the brass obviously decided t o  make 
a t a c t i c a l  r e t r e a t .  

Indicative of the character of the 
support being received by Petrick i s  the 
statement made by Timothy Wheeler, a 
youth staff wr i te r  f o r  The Worker and a 
member o f  the Communist party. 

"I regard the interrogation and 
harassment o f  Pfc. Howard Petrick a s  a 
b la tan t  v io la t ion  of h i s  r i g h t s  as  guar- 
anteed in the U.S. Consti tution," sa id  
Wheeler. "This i s  an attempt t o  s t i f l e  
the growing antiwar sentiment i n  the m i l -  
i t a r y  against  the Vietnam w a r  and the 
draft. H i s  case i s  one of a growing num- 
ber of cases o f  revol t  against  the Viet- 
namese w a r  i n  the mi l i t a ry  and a l l  Ameri- 
cans o f  good conscience should take i m -  
mediate s teps  t o  support him against  t h i s  
harassment and t o  defend him i n  the event 
o f  a court-martial. 

"Furthermore, t h i s  harassment i s  
an attempt t o  drive a wedge in to  the 
peace movement, t o  divide ce r t a in  sec- 
t i ons  from other sections. This attempt 
must be repudiated by the movement as a 
whole. 'I 

Pfc. Pe t r i ck ' s  parents have stood 
squarely behind him. H i s  f a the r ,  Nicholas 
Petrick,  a shop steward i n  the United 
E lec t r i ca l  Workers Union, made the fo l -  

lowing statement: 

"I don ' t  l i k e  the way the Army went 
about it. If they had asked Howard, I be- 
l i eve  he would have to ld  them anything 
they wanted t o  know. I don't think he has 
done anything wrong, e i t h e r .  He has the 
r i g h t  t o  think and say what he w a n t s ,  just 
l i k e  any other c i t izen ."  

The Emergency Civil  L iber t ies  Com- 
mittee is providing the services o f  the 
eminent cons t i tu t iona l  attorneys,  Leonard 
B. Boudin and Victor Rabinowitz, a s  Pfc. 
Pe t r i ck ' s  c i v i l i a n  counsel. 

Friends of Pfc. Petrick have formed 
a provisional defense committee t o  publi- 
cize the case and t o  r a i s e  money t o  pay 
the l ega l  cos ts  involved. The committee, 
the "Provisional Committee t o  Aid Pfc. 
Howard Pe t r ick ,"  urges support f rom every 
quarter. 

The committee f e e l s  t h a t  a vigorous 
defense e f f o r t  a t  t h i s  point may help the 
army t o  reconsider i t s  e n t i r e  approach t o  
t h i s  case. 

Statements of support and contribu- 
t i ons  should be sent t o  the committee a t  
P.O.Box 562, Cooper S ta t ion ,  New York, 
N.Y.,  10003. 

Additional information on the case 
may a l s o  be obtained by writ ing there.  

Brussels 

Li te rary  productions i n  which ref-  
erences are made t o  Leon Trotsky, gener- 
a l l y  within the context of the "new c r i t -  
icism" offered on t h i s  subject by the 
school of Stalinism, continue t o  appear 
i n  Eastern Europe. The l a t e s t ,  according 
t o  a repor t  i n  the Austrian press ,  is a 
book writ ten by two f acu l ty  members o f  
the department of philosophy a t  the Uni- 
v e r s i t y  of Prague, History of the Inter-  
national Labor MovemF(actual1y t h i s  i s  
primarily a h i s to ry  of the Communist In- 
t e rna t iona l ) .  

Vladimir Suchopar, a re  reported t o  go 
i n t o  some d e t a i l  i n  describing Trotsky's 
warning t o  the par ty  of the danger of the 
apparatus bureaucrats taking over the 
party.  They tend t o  agree a l so  with !L'rot- 
skyls view t h a t  the Communist pa r t i e s  
were la rge ly  responsible f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  
prevent the r i s e  of fascism i n  the t h i r -  
t i e s .  

After these left-handed t r i b u t e s ,  

The authors, Vladimir Kasik and 

the authors then c i t e  as "proof" t h a t  
Trotsky was defeated "democratically" by 
a majority of the Soviet par ty ,  the f a c t  
t h a t  many of Trotsky's followers ultimate- 
l y  capitulated t o  S t a l i n ' s  bureaucratic 
t e r ro r .  In pa r t i cu la r ,  they point t o  Radek 
and Piatakov who surrendered t o  S t a l i n  i n  
the l a t e  twenties. 

This display of f r ee  choice lo ses  
some of i t s  l u s t e r  when we remember t h a t  
both these men were l iquidated not very 
democratically by S t a l i n  i n  the Moscow 
frameup t r ia l s  of the t h i r t i e s .  These 
t r ia l s ,  the authors admit, had "grave re- 
sults upon the masses of the world" and 
were responsible f o r  the  bad relat ions 
between "Communists and Soc ia l i s t s  i n  the 
West." It i s  not c l ea r  from the review 
whether the authors make a fo r th r igh t  con- 
demnation of the t r ia l s  as frameups. 

The authors analyze the "cult  of 
the personality" and give evidence of the 
contempt with which the working c l a s s  was 
regarded by the so-called p rac t i t i one r s  
of the "cu l t ,  'I and the near d i s a s t e r  it 
brought the country. 
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POLICE VIOLENCE MOUNTS IN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Santo Domingo 

The discovery of a trussed-up 
corpse in a river, attempted murders, 
acts of violence, disturbances, protests, 
raids...It seems like the beginning of a 
mystery novel, but unfortunately this is 
not the case. 

These are some of the notorious 
incidents which have occurred in less 
than a week's time while the president of 
this country -- who owes his post to 
fraudulent elections during the occupa- 
tion of the country by United States 
troops -- was attending the conference in 
Uruguay Cthe conference of the presidents 
of American states at Punta del Estel. 

The discovery on March 10, a day 
before the opening of the conference of 
presidents, of a man's body in the Yuca 
River in Villa Mella, twelve kilometers 
north of the city caused a sensation 
here. 

The evidence indicated that the 
man was killed somewhere else and later 
thrown into the river. He had a bullet 
in the head and showed lacerations around 
the neck, the mouth, and the eyes. He 
has still not been identified. 

Other offences which aroused in- 
dignation were the violations of the 
parliamentary immunity of some deputies 
in the form of assaults and beatings. 

Of these, the most scandalous epi- 
sode was the beating administered by a 
soldier to Americo P6rez Mercedes, a dep- 
uty of the Partido Revolucionario Dom- 
inicano Cthe PRD, ex-President Bosch's 
party]. The attacker also abused the dep- 
uty with obscene language. 

talized as a result of the assault which, 
as the legislator explained, was in- 
flicted merely because he belonged to an 
opposition party. 

Both houses of the legislature 
unanimously condemned this act. Another 
PRD legislator, Senator Secundino Gil 
Morales also had run-ins with the police 
authorities. 

tary man who fought on the Constitution- 
alist side in 1965 was shot at by unknown 
persons. The attack against Captain Angel 
R. Marrero of the Dominican air force 

Perez Mercedes had to be hospi- 

In addition, on March 10 a mili- 

car while he was re- 
in Santo Domingo ac- 
fe and three-year-old 
ted in minor injuries. 

On March 13, three opposition dep- 

uties declared that the repression "which 
has reigned in this country for some time 
has recently taken an upturn." 

that several PRD members, whose where- 
abouts was still unknown, had been ar- 
rested in Monte Plata, seventy kilometers 
northeast of Santo Domingo. 

In line with this, they announced 

The deputies, Jottin Cury -- who 
was minister of foreign affairs in the 
Caamaiio government -- Enmanuel Espinal, 
and Francisco A. Guerrero, declared that 
"the leaders and members of our party are 
victims of police persecution so extreme 
that it makes it impossible for many of 
them to live in their own neighborhoods 
and go about their customary work." 

On March 14, the secretary general 
of the PRD denounced the persecution of 
members of his party and acts of violence 
against them. 

On the afternoon of March 14, he 
accused the police of "raiding the home 
of former Constitutionalist Colonel 
Man010 Bordas for the second time in less 
than three days. 

"Although neither of these raids 
turned up anything, the authorities are 
issuing provocative stories to the press 
that the police found arms in Bordas' 
home in the first raid. 

"Likewise, during Doctor Balaguer's 
absence, government agents surrounded 
with evident hostile intent a house in 
which former Constitutionalist Colonel 
Gerard0 Marte HernAndez was staying. The 
car of a deputy had to be used to rescue 
him from his pursuers. 

trade union leaders were arrested by the 
police in La Romana Ca gar-producing 
city 110 kilometers east of Santo Doming01 
in a new wave of terror against the work- 
ing class in that locality. Yesterday 
afternoon [March 131, Andr6s GonzAlez, 
Tito Jimitnez and his father, as well as 
Comrade Julio Morales were still held in 
jail. Military and police patrols are 
moving provocatively in the city." 

He added that "the 
of persecution and terror 
Balaguer's absence is nothing but part of 
a political plan the aim of which is to 
revive the Communist-anti-Communist 
antithesis in order to have the country 
revert back to the days of the civil war 
and to open still wider the wounds which 
hatred has left open in the hearts of 
Dominicans. I t  

PeEa G6mez announced that "several 

kthermore, on March 12 a young 
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lawyer, Doctor Rufino Paniagua, who w a s  
at torney general of the Cons t i tu t iona l i s t  
regime during the April 1965 c i v i l  w a r ,  
w a s  seized i n  San Juan de l a  Manguana, 
133 kilometers from Santo Domingo, and 
h i s  head shaved i n  the army barracks. 
Paniagua l i v e s  i n  Santo Domingo and went 
t o  San Juan owing t o  the death of a r e l -  
a t ive .  

The so ld ie rs  i n  the barracks 
threatened t o  shoot him. 

The afternoon da i ly  paper 
Nacional sa id  the following i n  an edito- 
r i a l  of March 14: 

"Outrages continue t o  be the order 
o f  the day. The police and armed forces 
are no longer s a t i s f i e d  with assaulting 
c i v i l i a n s ,  now they are attacking depu- 
t i e s ,  and t h i s  t o  such an extent t h a t  the 
l a t t e r  f ind  themselves forced t o  suspend 
t h e i r  sessions a s  a f i n a l  way of protest-  
ing. 

"Nonetheless, the l eg i s l a tu re  must 

"(a) Ex-Corporal Tapia Tapia i s  

remain i n  recess u n t i l :  

handed over t o  the c i v i l  courts.  [Ex- 
Corporal Tapia Tapia i s  accused of having 

k i l l e d  a ch i ld  and wounded several persons 
with a grenade which h threw l a s t  year. 
He i s  a t  the San I s id ro  A i r  Base, protected 
by several high o f f i ce r s  who have refused 
t o  tu rn  him over t o  the cour t s . ]  

"(b) Those who k i l l e d  Guido G i l  are 
t r i e d .  [Doctor Guido G i l ,  lawyer, trade 
unionist ,  and member of the Central Commit- 
tee  of the Movimiento Popular Dominican0 
(Dominican Peoples Movement), the pro- 
Chinese Communist par ty ,  was kidnapped and 
probably murdered by the police more than 
two months ago.] 

"(c) They a r r e s t  the ones who are 
machine-gunning unarmed persons without 
r i s k  t o  themselves. 

"(d) The commissions which are in- 
vestigating the crimes produce r e s u l t s  
which can stop the murderers. 

"Because the t r u t h  i s  t h a t  it i s  
not worth the trouble t o  maintain the ap- 
pearance of three separate powers when 
those i n  uniform do whatever s u i t s  them. 
It i s  b e t t e r  t o  stop pretending and admit 
t h a t  it i s  the mi l i ta ry  and the police who 
are i n  command. 

DETROIT EDUCATORS CABLE APPEAL FOR HUGO B U N C O  

Detroit 

Professors, poets and a student 
leader issued an appeal here April 13  i n  
behalf of Hugo Blanco. They. sent a te le -  
gram t o  Peruvian President Francisco 
Belahde Terry which read: 

"A m a n  cannot be condemned t o  
death f o r  f igh t ing  against  hunger and re- 

pression. General amnesty f o r  peasant 
leader ,  organizer, Hugo Blanco and h i s  com- 
panions . " 

The appeal was signed by 13  pro- 
fessors  from Wayne Sta te  University and 
Montieth College, a l so  student council 
president Chuck Larson; and Buckeye poets, 
Allen Vannewkirk and Halma Perry. 

MOHAMMAD ALI PROVES HE IS  A REclL CH.Al'"ION 

Muhammad A l i ,  world heavyweight 
boxing champion, has announced t h a t  he 
w i l l  refuse t o  take the required oath a t  
h i s  scheduled induction i n t o  the U.S. 
Army on April 28 i n  Houston, Texas. 

A l i  i s  one of America's highest 
paid professional a th l e t e s ,  a type gen- 
e r a l l y  notorious f o r  t h e i r  conservatism 
and superpatriotism. A l i ' s  ac t ion  i s  a 
s ign  of how deep the opposition t o  the 
war i n  Vietnam runs i n  the U.S., par t ic -  
u l a r l y  among black men. 

In a scathing indictment of the 
war, A l i  sa id  he would not go in to  the 
army "simply t o  help continue the domina- 
t i o n  of white slave masters over darker 
people the world over. 

Why should they ask me, another 
so-called Negro, t o  put on a uniform and 
go 10,000 miles from home and drop bombs 
and bu l l e t s  on brown people i n  Vietnam 
while so-called Negro people i n  Louisville 
are t rea ted  l i k e  dogs and denied simple 
human r igh ts?"  

Muhammad A l i ,  b e t t e r  known a s  Cas- 
s iu s  Clay, i s  an adherent of the Black 
Muslim organization. He declared, "I w i l l  
not disgrace my re l ig ion ,  my people o r  
myself by becoming a t o o l  t o  enslave those 
who are f igh t ing  f o r  jus  e ,  equa l i ty  and 
freedom . 

The boxer could receive f ive  years 
i n  prison f o r  refusing t o  be drafted.  
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U.S. PRESSURES CANADIAN BANKS ON CASHING CHECKS FOR CUBA COMMITTEE 

Toronto 

How petty and spiteful can the 
world's biggest and -- to judge from ap- 
pearances -- strongest government become? 

Canada where, it seems, the State Depart- 
ment (or the CIA?) has been putting the 
heat on some very big banks over a very 
small account. 

The question is being raised in 

The story was made public in a 
statement to the press April 13 by Myra 
Dickson, secretary-treasurer of the Fair 
Play for Cuba Committee. "The Toronto- 
Dominion Bank," she said, "has refused, 
on head office instruction, to honour any 
cheques payable to the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee originating in the U.S. 

first informed of the bank's policy "by 
an official of the Wellington and Church 
streets branch, who refused to accept a 
Fair Play account involving U.S. cheques, 
saying that pressure from the bank's U.S .  
affiliates would prevent it from honour- 
ing the cheques. The official affirmed 
that the case was parallel to the Quaker 
medical aid to Vietnam, which the U.S. 
government has attempted to halt, claim- 
ing that it constitutes trading with the 
enemy. I '  

If this seems unbelievable, it is 
nonetheless true. "I have now received 
formal confirmation of this new policy, 
in a written note sent to us along with 
several returned cheques by the Ronce- 
villes branch of the bank where we have 
had an account for some time," said Mrs. 
Dickson. "The note specified that Head 
Office instruction prevented the branch 
from honouring the cheques." 

Play for Cuba Committee asked some per- 
tinent questions: "Has the Toronto-Domin- 
ion Bank taken on itself the responsibil- 
ity to declare Cuba to be an enemy power? 
Has the bank given in to the U.S. govern- 

Mrs. Dickson said that she was 

"he representative of the Fair 

ment policy of blockade and harassment of 
Cuba? This would seem in contradiction to 
Canada's long-standing diplomatic and 
trade relationships with the present 
Cuban government, as well as with Cana- 
da's invitation to Cuba to participate in 
Expo 67. 

"Is the Canadian government un- 
aware of this policy decision?" continued 
Mrs. Dickson. "The government is respons- 
ible for supervision of the banks and it 
is hard to imagine that it would not be 
informed of such a fundamental change of 
policy by a major bank." 

The Fair Play for Cuba Committee, 
Mrs. Dickson explained, is an educational 
organization consisting of Canadians. It 
has worked for over six years to acquaint 
the Canadian public with the facts and 
ideas of the Cuban revolution. "We have 
held countless public meetings," she said, 
"and sold tens of thousands of pamphlets 
-- thousands of them to U.S .  residents -- 
containing speeches, documents and re- 
ports of Cuba since the revolution. The 
cheques refused by the bank were in pay- 
ment for educational pamphlets sold to 
U.S. residents." 

Mrs. Dickson asked whether the 
U.S. government had a hand in the bank's 
move. The U.S. government "was involved in 
the similar harassment of the Quakers, and 
has forbidden its citizens from visiting 
Cuba to see the truth of the situation 
there. Does this mean they are trying to 
prevent U.S. residents even from reading 
factual reports of what is happening in 
Cuba? 

"The bank's action is a grave at- 
tack on the Fair Play for Cuba Committee -- indeed on Cuba itself. We demand that 
the Canadian government instruct the bank 
to honour these cheques. We will make 
every effort to inform the Canadian public 
of the Toronto-Dominion Bank's action, 
and persuade it to reverse its policy." 

HOW MAO'S THOUGHT REACHED NEW ZEALAND ~ - ~ - - _ _ _ -  

Wellington 

Australian and New Zealand stu- 
dents after visiting China in February 
said that most "Red Guards we met had 
never heard of Winston Churchill, or even 

' of Trotsky, though they know all about 
'Comrade Ted Hill' (head of Australia's 
tiny pro-Chinese Communist party)." 

cox, chairman of the pro-Peking New Zea- 
Another Maoist folk hero, Vie Wil- 

land CP, disclosed privately that he went 
to China a few years ago when his party 
was wavering between Moscow and Peking. 
There he spent two days with a couple of 
top Chinese leaders who finally persuaded 
him of the rotten revisionism of the Soviet 
line. 

The two, it turns out, were Liu 
Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping, now being 
purged for their "long standing" Xhrus- 
chevist deviation. 



[The April 16 number of the En- 
glish edition of Granma, the official or- 
gan of the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist party of Cuba, reports that eleven 
Latin-American student delegations at- 
tending the Ninth Congress of the Inter- 
national Union of Students (IUS) at Ulan 
Bator, Mongolia, March 27 to April 5, 
withdrew from the gathering when the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the IUS refused to 
put on the agenda the question of expel- 
ling the University Federations of Chile 
(UFUCH ) . 

[Previously, at meetings of the 
IUS Executive Committee held in Prague 
March 13-16, the Latin-Americans had 
charged that the UFUCH, which is headed 
by the youth of the Chilean Christian 
Democrat party, had been exposed as one 
of  the recipients of CIA funds. 

[The representatives of the eleven 
Latin-American organizations cited the 
information brought to public attention 
by the U.S. magazine Ramparts. 

[After these delegates withdrew, 
only a minority of seven Latin-American 
organizations were left at the congress. 

[This minority was further reduced 
when two members of the three-man delega- 
tion of the University Federation of Ven- 
ezuela withdrew and, along with them, one 
member of the two-man delegation of the 
National University Students' Federation 
of Colombia. 

Latin-American student organizations is- 
sued the following statement explaining 
their action.] 

[The representatives of the eleven 

* * *  

The organizations which have 
signed this statement have assumed an 
important position: We withdraw from the 
sessions of the Ninth Congress of the 
International Union of  Students, being 
held at Ulan Bator, Mongolia, from March 
27 to April 5. The basis for this deci- 
sion has been stated verbally by each one 
of our delegations in the Congress. Pend- 
ing later declarations by our organiza- 
tions, detailing the basis of this atti- 
tude, stemming from a synthesis of our 
individual opinions on the IUS, and its 
principles, nature and activities during 
the last few years, we address ourselves 
to the international revolutionary, demo- 
cratic and progressive student movement 
in order to clearly explain the basic 
criteria f o r  our present position. 

facts show clearly, but we once more af- 
firm that our guiding principle is a de- 

We do not wish to repeat what 

termined struggle to the death against 
imperialism (primarily Yankee imperialism), 
colonialism and neocolonialism, and. for 
authentic and genuine independence, nation- 
al liberation and a true peace with digni- 
ty. We are struggling for these fundamental 
objectives, which we regard as principles 
whose defense and validity in practice 
constitute an absolute and immediate 
imperative. 

These principles completely deter- 
mine our concept of unity. We are strug- 
gling for that unity and for the incor- 
poration of the revolutionary, democratic 
and progressive forces and will not admit 
within our midst reactionary organizations 
that do not reflect the dreams and aspi- 
rations of the student bodies of their 
respective countries in their policy or 
activities. To accept them is to flagrant- 
ly violate our own principles, which we 
have defended and will resolutely continue 
to defend. All our efforts in this Ninth 
Congress of the IUS have therefore been 
aimed at strengthening anti-imperialist 
and anti-colonialist principles through 
discussion. Unfortunately, frank and ob- 
jective discussion was lacking in the 
discussion of point three of the agenda, 
the Latin American organizations' charges 
against the Union of University Federa- 
tions of Chile (UFUCH), owing to anti- 
democratic and arbitrary procedures. 

contained in a well-documented report, 
were ignored and evaded, particularly by 
the UFUCH, and later, totally or partial- 
ly recognized by other organizations, and 
even by a member of the Chilean delega- 
tion itself. 

Our arguments and accusations, 

However, the result was rejection 
of the document and of our  proposal to 
expel UFUCH from the IUS until such time 
as events and the student struggle change 
the present reactionary policy of that 
organization. A majority in the Congress 
has rejected expulsion of UFUCH, that is, 
has approved its remaining within the 
ranks of progressives and revolutionaries 
as if it were really one of them. This 
decision constitutes a violation of the 
principles on which the International 
Union of Students is based, because: UFUCH 
through its reactionary and proimperialist 
Christian Democrat leadership that dic- 
tates its political line of action, is 
not representative of the dreams and 
aspirations of the progressive student 
movement of Chile; because UFUCH's ob- 
jectives and actions have accorded with 
those of Cuban counterrevolutionaries in 
exile; because UFUCH has maintained a 
proven divisionist attitude within the 
heart of the Latin American student move- 
ment, the best examples of which have 
been its participation in the divisionist 
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conference of Guatemala, in the so- 
called 4th CLAE that was held in Natal, 
Brazil, and its boycott of the 4th CLAE 
Congress of Latin American students held 
in Havana, Cuba. 

in a scandal, accounts of which ap- 
peared in the press, is a body whose 
actions reflect close ties with orga- 
nizations financed by the C I A  such as 
the World Organization of University 
Students and the International Students' 
Conference (ISC), and some UFUCH leaders 
collaborate directly with the Central 
Intelligence Agency; because UFUCH main- 
tained an irresponsible attitude, the 
role of accomplice in the brutal crime 
committee by the government party that 
controls it, against the workers of the 
El Salvador Mine; because, in yet an- 
other violation of the IUS's constitu- 
tion on anti-colonialist and unitarian 
principles, it has systematically op- 
posed the participation of those stu- 
dent unions whose countries do not have 
universities, the latter fact a direct 
result of colonial exploitation. This is 
also reflected in UFUCH's demagogy. Since 
1964 it has belonged to the Executive 
Committee of the IUS together with or- 
ganizations of the colonial countries, 
while at the same time maintaining a co- 
lonialist attitude in collaboration with 
the ISC, systematically denying IUS rep- 
resentativeness in such a way as to 
attack the members of the Ekecutive Com- 
mittee, the IUS itself, and its prin- 
ciples. These examples, among others, 
corroborated by reality and exhaustive- 
ly explained and duly recorded by the 
Congress itself, prove beyond a shadow 
of a doubt the reactionary and pro- 
imperialist nature of UFUCH, imposed by 
its Christian Democrat leadership. 

A majority of the Congress, far 
from having demonstrated the contrary, 
and ignoring the solid arguments pre- 
sented, chose to maintain the UFUCH with- 
in the UYS,  thus violating the most ele- 
mentary principles upon which that or- 
ganization was founded. 

!Phis action is not at odds with 
the IUS's general policy, the erroneous 
conception of unity and cooperation which 
it has been following, its false concepts 
of the bases for unity within the stu- 
dent movement; rather it has been a di- 
rect consequence of this policy. Expe- 
rience itself will confirm our stand and 
make it clear to those honest elements in 
whom we place o u r  confidence. Again we 
state, in order to clear up honest doubts 
and silence the obstructionists, that 
with this attitude we do not attack 
Chilean students since we consider that 
the reactionary Christian Democrat lead- 
ership has betrayed their highest aspi- 
rations; not only does it not represent 
them, but is in flagrant contradiction 

Because the UFUCH, as was proved 

with them. To believe otherwise is to side 
with the ideology responsible for the 
massacre of workers at the El Salvador 
Mine; it is to believe that Chilean stu- 
dents support that reactionary ideology. 
We have a much higher concept of Chilean 
students, whose people have written glo- 
rious pages in history. 

We will never accept a situation 
where a majority of the Congress seeks to 
decide on such a grave and delicate prob- 
lem, directly concerning questions of 
principle, on the basis of superficial 
discussion and an artificial analysis -- 
as shown in the a priori statements that 
some delegations irresponsibly issued in 
opposition to our charges and arguments, 
just after the discussion had begun. 

where the conclusions are a product of 
the arbitrariness and abnormality which 
have in essence characterized the course 
of the debates and their final conclusions. 
Nor do we accept the charge that our atti- 
tude is divisive, much less sectarian, as 
has been insinuated in various disrespect- 
ful and intolerable addresses. 

We fight for unity, that unity 
which is upheld in the uncompromising 
principles of the world-wide revolutionary 
democratic and progressive student move- 
ment, which was faithfully reflected in 
the spirit and content of the 4th CUE, 
held in Havana, under the slogan of "For 
anti-imperialist unity among Latin Ameri- 
can students.'' Let us remember that the 
UFUCH did its very best, unsuccessfully, 
to establish a boycott of that conference 
and destroy it. 

We are confident that o u r  action 
is a direct contribution to the cause of 
the fighting peoples, whose struggle is 
to build the world of the future; we are 
in complete solidarity with their efforts. 
Our determination is inspired in the 
defense of anti-imperialist principles 
and in the preservation of their real 
values -- not only theoretical but also 
practical and effective. We consider it 
a concrete contribution to solidarity 
with the embattled peoples, and especially 
with the heroic people of Viet Nam. 

to the false, sterile discussions in 
which organizations such as UFUCH are 
active participants. There are serious 
charges based on facts, against the UFUCH, 
and those who today defend its position 
directly or indirectly will be answerable 
to history. 

We are aware of our responsibility. 
We are and will continue struggling for 
the fulfillment of the highest aspirations 
of our students, and our peoples, prepared 
to travel the most difficult roads, mov- 
ing with sure step ever forward to victory. 

Much less do we accept a situation 

We prefer this determined attitude 
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The document is signed by the fol- Federation of Colombia (FUN). 
lowing Latin American student organiza- 
tions : National Students' Union of Haiti 

(UNEH). 
Federation of University Students 

for the Independence of Puerto Rico Students' Union of French Guiana 
(FUPI ) . (UEG) . 

University Students' Federation General Student Union of Guade- 

University Federation of Venez- PYO Student Council of Guyana. 

of Cuba (FEU). loupe (UGEG). 

uela (FCU). 

of Ecuador (FEUE). 

Dominican Student Federation 
Federation of University Students (FED). 

National Student Union of Brazil 
National University Students' (UNEB). 

ASK MESSAGES BE SEXT TO WAR GRIPES TRIBUNAL 

In a press release issued April 17 
the International War Crimes Tribunal. an- 
nounced that it will hold its first ses- 
sions April 29 to May 9 in Pmis at the 
Municipal Theatre Issy-les-M 
(salle des sports). 

brought to bear by the American govern- 
ment to discredit the body of eminent men 
brought together by Bertrand Russell to 
investigate U.S. war crimes in Vietnam, 
the tribunal will carry through i-&s pro- 
jected hearings. 

At this opening session the tri- 
bunal will deliberate on two questions: 

"1. Has the United States govern- 

Despite the tremendous pressure 

ment ... committed acts of aggression ac- 
cording to international law? 

"2. Has there been bombardment of 
targets of a pwely civilian character, 
for example, hospitals, schools, sanatoria, 
dams, etc., and on what scale has this 
occurred? 

"In carrying out its enquiry the 
al will examine evidence from indi- 
witnesses, as well as from the in- 
ting teams of lawyers, doctors, 

smgeans, and other specialists who have 
spent the past months in Vietnam and Cam- 
bodia on behalf of the Tribunal ..." 

Messages of solidarity should be 
sent to the War Crimes Tribunal. Particu- 
larly important eclarations of s u p  
pork from trade , peace, political, 
student and you mizations. The Paris 
office of the t 1 is: 22 rue Etieme 
Marcel, Paris 2, France. 
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