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A NEW STAGE IN THE ANTIWAR STRUGGLE IN !EE U.S. 

By Joseph Hansen 

The two April 15 demonstrations -- 
one in New York and the other in San 
Francisco -- were the most massive turn- 
outs of their kind in the history of the 
United States. 

This simple fact alone shows that 
a new stage has opened in the struggle 
against the war in Vietnam. Even more is 
involved. The size of the demonstrations, 
taken in conjunction with the character 
of the slogans and the mood of the demon- 
strators, shows that a most significant 
turn has occurred in the general politi- 
cal scene in America. New radical forces 
are on the rise. 

First as to the sheer size of the 
antiwar rally in New York. Dave Dellinger, 
a vice-chairman of the Spring Mobiliza- 
tion Committee which sponsored the demon- 
stration, announced from the platform in 
the United Nations Plaza late in the af- 
ternoon that 500,000 persons were partic- 
ipating at that moment. 

The most conservative estimates 
were 250,000 to 500,000 while other fig- 
ures ranged from 5OO,OOO to as high as 
750,000. 

The big capitalist press found it 
extremely difficult to minimize the mas- 
siveness of the demonstration. The New 
York Times (April 16) tried reporting on- 
ly that part of the news it saw fit to 
print. Police officials at the United Na- 
tions Plaza, said the Times, estimated 
the number of demonstrators at "between 
100,000 and 125,000." Rather lamely, the 
Times explained: "It was difficult to 
make any precise count because people 
were continually leaving and entering the 
rally area. It 

The UN Plaza will hold a crowd of 
125,000. This was packed to capacity by 
early afternoon. 

In addition, all the side streets 
were packed to capacity. 

That was not all. The marchers ex- 
tended an entire two miles from the UN to 
Central Park, and they were proceeding in 
much heavier ranks than the sixteen 
abreast that is normal for New York pa- 
rade s .  

Still another most impressive fig- 
ure must be added. At the assembly area, 
Sheep Meadow in Centrd Park, the crowd 
of 70,000 appeared to remain stationery 
during the afternoon as fresh masses of 
people kept pouring in from subways, bus- 
es and on foot. 

The parade started at noon. It was 
marching into the UN Plaza after the 
speeches were over and the rally had been 
officially ended. The final contingent, a 
section of doctors, nurses and hospital 
personnel, refused to obey police orders 
to disband "because it was over. I' 

The head of the contingent told 
police that it was not over until they had 
entered the Plaza. In heavy rain they moved 
forward in formation without breaking 
ranks. That was six p.m. 

In San Francisco it was the same. 
The march there, drawing principal1;g on 
the Bay Area and Los Angeles, and there- 
fore a much less heavily populated area 
than the East, nevertheless filled the 
entire length of Market Street for the af- 
ternoon with the biggest parade in the 
history of the city -- 75,000 persons. 

The giant size of the demonstration 
in New York was such as to comp1ete:ly shat- 
ter the routine practice of the communica- 
tions media of singling out minor incidents 
and blowing them all out of prpportion so 
as to obscure the main facts. 

A few tiny bands of ultrarightists, 
who concentrated at several points along 
the line of march to heckle, throw paint 
and eggs (and at one place bits of metal 
from a construction site) succeeded only 
in setting off by way of contrast their 
own impotence. Consisting of fifty to sixty 
members in each group, the two or three 
bands sought to provoke incidents, in some 
instances with the press and TV camermen 
obviously tipped off in advance. Most of 
the marchers and onlookers scarcely noticed 
these occurrences. They were absorbing 
their own experience -- something complete- 
ly new to the overwhelming majority of 
them -- the feeling of the weight of their 
own numbers. 

point in Central Park. A small band of ul- 
trarightists tried to provoke some inci- 
dents. The huge throng was scarcely aware 
of their existence. 

The ultrarightists set off a smoke 
bomb. Some of the crowd thought it was a 
colorful touch conceived by one of the con- 
tingents like the balloons painted with 
antiwar slogans. 

The press tried, naturally, to make 
something big of the draft-card burning 
which far less than a hundred draftees en- 
gaged in. But the crowd in Sheep Meadow 
paid little attention. Some thought that 
the smoke bomb might be from the draft 
cards. The draft-card burning ceremony, in 

It was the same at the assembly 
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f a c t  w a s  not an o f f i c i a l  p a r t  of the pro- 
t e s t  demonstration. 

There were some h i s t o r i c  f i r s t s  
besides the s i z e  of the demonstration as 
a whole. 

The police were extremely cautious 
and respec t fu l .  The crowd w a s  i n  a holi-  
day mood -- they were r e a l l y  meeting each 
other -- in te res ted  i n  making contacts,  
i n  talking. The police evidently consid- 
ered it bes t  not t o  do anything t o  change 
t h a t  mood. 

Thus they had s e t  up t h e i r  wooden 
b a r r i e r s  marked "Police Line -- Do Not 
Cross" throughout Sheep Meadow. The a i m  
was t o  begin separating and closing i n  
the crowd. 

The throng was so  huge, however, 
t h a t  the police withdrew. Many of the 
wooden ba r r i e r s  were knocked over and 
used as footwalks t o  c ross  the la rge  pud- 
d l e s  of water remaining from the heavy 
r a i n  the night before. 

More s ign i f i can t ly ,  f o r  the f i rs t  
time i n  the h i s to ry  of the park, the po- 
l i c e  permitted the sa l e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  
A l l  the r ad ica l  groups were there with 
booths o r  stands and with t h e i r  members 
threading the crowds s e l l i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  
Among the most conspicuous were those 
s e l l i n g  The Militant with i t s  lead  s tory  
about the case o f  Pfc. Howard Pe t r ick ,  
the G I  faced with court-martial f o r  ex- 
pressing h i s  a n t i w a r  views. 

e ra ture"  on one of the paths under the 
t r e e s  drew a t t en t ion  with i t s  wide dis-  
play o f  books by Marx, Fhgels, Lenin, 
"rotsky and Castro, and pamphlets of the 
Sbc ia l i s t  Workers party. Sales were br i sk .  
The National Broadcasting Company fea- 
tured it i n  i t s  nationwide TV newscast 
which l a s t ed  a half  hour, a most unusual 
amount o f  time t o  give any subject i n  a 
news report .  

The crowd w a s  a most f r i end ly  one; 
as  indicated above, one of the main in- 
t e r e s t s  being i n  meeting each other. But 
t h i s  was only the other side t o  t h e i r  ex- 
tremely serious mood. 

The tone of the demonstration w a s  
n o t  s e t  by the "hippies" with t h e i r  daf- 
f o d i l s  and odd dress ,  although they 
turned out en masse. The tone was s e t  by 
the very young people, the bulk o f  them 
of  college and high school age, who r a l -  
l i e d  i n  such numbers as t o  wash out even 
the hippies. 

demonstrators were i n  t h i s  age bracket. 
And for most of them it was t h e i r  f i r s t ,  
t h e i r  very f i r s t ,  b ig  demonstration i f  
not t h e i r  very f irst  ac t ion  of any kind 

A booth marked "Revolutionary L i t -  

Not l e s s  than three-fourths of the 

along these l i n e s .  

The slogans, too,  r e f l ec t ed  the un- 
derlying current of extreme seriousness. 
The slogans were far d i f f e ren t  from the 
p a c i f i s t  slogans cha rac t e r i s t i c  o f  the pa- 
rades staged and dominated by such orga- 
nizations as SANE only a few years ago. 

In f a c t  the slogans were qui te  dif-  
f e ren t  from those a t  the beginning o f  the 
a n t i w a r  p ro t e s t  movement t h a t  was touched 
off by Johnson's esca la t ion  of the w a r  i n  
Vietnam. 

A t  t h a t  time, the emphasis w a s  
placed on "negotiations." Only a r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  group, consisting of the Soc ia l i s t  
Workers party,  the Young Soc ia l i s t  Alliance 
and sympathetic currents pressed f o r  the 
slogan, "Withdraw U.S. Troops Now!" 

l a t t e r  slogan w a s  one of the main ones, 
sharing prominence with "Stop the W a r !  If 
and "Stop the Bombing! I' 

The s h i f t  was most dramatically il- 
l u s t r a t e d  by the quip repeated by several  
of the speakers a t  the UN Plaza which drew 
a roa r  o f  laughter from the crowd: "If you 
were being raped which would you prefer ,  
prolonged negotiations or  immediate with- 
drawal ? '' 

response of the demonstrators t o  the speak- 
e r s .  The milder, more standard p a c i f i s t  
declarations,  such as has been the stock- 
in-trade of the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
f e l l  r a the r  f l a t .  Militant declarations 
drew heavy applause. 

tacks leveled a t  President Johnson. Thus 
when Stokeley Carmichael spoke a few t ru ths  
about Rusk, McNamara and Johnson, he re- 
ceived tremendous applause. 

i ron ic  indictment of Johnson made by Pro- 
fessor  Howard Zim, author o f  the book on 
the Vietnam war, The Logic of Withdrawal. 

a t i ve  reception t o  the straightforward 
class-struggle speech made by Cleveland 
Robinson, the Secretary-"reasurer of D i s -  
t r i c t  65 C I O ,  chairman of the Negro- 
American Labor Council and one of the vice- 
chairmen of the Spring Mobilization Commit- 
t ee .  He indicted the war p ro f i t ee r s .  It is 
the poor, he said, who do both the dying 
and the paying f o r  the war. 

The common p o l i t i c a l  aim of a l l  par- 
t i c i p a n t s  i n  the immense demonstration -- 
t o  r e g i s t e r  opposition t o  President Johnson 
and h i s  war on the mainland o f  A s i a  -- was 
one of the most s ign i f icant  f a c t s  noted by 
seasoned p o l i t i c a l  observers. It portends 
much f o r  the future.  

I n  the April 15 demonstration, the 

The mood was indicated again by the 

The strongest response went t o  a t -  

Similar response went t o  a savagely 

The crowd also gave a most appreci- 



-412- 

The size of the demonstration, the 
big advance made in the nature of the 
slogans, and the generally militant note 
struck from the platform, marked the 
merging of the more active sectors of the 
civil-rights movement with the antiwar 
movement. 

of Stokely Carmichael, Floyd McKissick 
and Martin Luther King to become sponsors 
of the April 15 demonstration and to par- 
ticipate actively in leading it. 

!This was signaled by the decision 

This development, foreseen by a 
sector of the leadership from the begin- 
ning, constitutes an enormous step for- 
ward for the antiwar movement. As proved 
in the most incontestable way April 15, 
it means a greatly broadened movement and 
the involvement of new contingents num- 
bering into the hundreds of thousands. 

The best most conscious represen- 
tatives of the capitalist class were, of 
course, immediately aware of its signifi- 
cance. The three leaders, particularly 
the Rev. Martin Luther King came under 
heavy fire. 

getting involved with the reds in the 
antiwar movement! 

Red-baiting was tried. They were 

But the policy of nonexclusion has 
become so firmly established that it was 
simple to brush the red-baiting aside. 
James Bevel, the national director of the 
Spring Mobilization Committee, answered 
for all when he admitted that there would 
be reds in the march April 15 -- genuine 
Sioux Indians. 

An effort was made to mobilize the 
most conservative sectors of the Negro 
community against King. The NAACP and 
Ralph Bunche, Undersecretary for PoliDi- 
cal Affairs at the United Nations, spear- 
headed an attack on the "tactical error" 
King was making in trying to link the 
civil-rights movement with the antiwar 
movement. Vice-president Hubert Humphrey 
joined in this -- while touring with one 
of the worst racists, Lester Maddox of 
Georgia. Humphrey made the press with his 
assurance to Maddox that there was "lots 
of room" for both of them in the Demo- 
cratic party. 

011 the platform in the UN Plaza, 
King gave his answer by defending his 
move and underscoring the common inter- 
ests of the civil-rights and antiwar 
movements. 

The crowd got a big laugh when an- 
other speaker pointed out that at least 
in Sweden they had recognized that the 
two movements had something in common 
when they awarded King the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

There was an obvious drawing togeth- 
er of King, Carmichael and McKissick in 
face of the attack from the right wing. "he 
tremendous turnout, of course, helped con- 
solidate the merger of the two movements. 
King, referring to the huge civil-rights 
demonstration in Washington in 1963 said 
that big as that rally had been (more than 
100,000), it was nothing compared to this. 
This was the truth; he was speaking to the 
largest crowd he ever appeared before. 

The international impact of the 
giant demonstration cannot yet be assessed. 
Chairman Dellinger reported that messages 
of solidarity had been received from "all 
countries." As an indication he read a 
statement from 73 members of Parliament. 

the International War Crimes ltribunal -- 
Dave Dellinger, Stokely Carmichael and 
Isaac Deutscher. In mentioning the tribunal 
the hope was expressed that it would now 
get a much more favorable response than up 
to now. 

the stand were three members of 

Those who worked so hard to orga- 
nize the demonstration have the most solid 
reason to feel elated. They did a superb 
job from all points of view. Old timers 
could not recall any nationwide demonstra- 
tion of its kind that came anywhere near 
it in efficiency. This was all the more 
amazing in view of the spontaneity of the 
response. 

to the course of keeping the antiwar move- 
ment on the road of demonstrations rather 
than dissipation in ineffective "community 
work" or doorbell ringing for "peace" can- 
didates of the Democratic party were vin- 
dicated completely. 

who stood up to pressure from the right 
and refused to bow to red-baiting or to 
arguments about the need to get "senators 
and congressmen" on to the platform can 
stand up proudly. Life itself proved they 
were right. 

As for the ultralefts who withdrew 
to the sidelines to indulge in epithet- 
mongering about a "sellout" and "betrayal, '' 
they testified in their own way as to how 
wrong they were. They decided to come in 
at the last moment. It was amusing to see 
them at the march, doing their best to at- 
tract the attention of the crowd assembled 
through the work of others. 

5 e  American Trotskyists especially 
can feel proud, for their role is being 
increasingly recognized by both foes and 
friends as representing a most serious and 
politically alive tendency. Their determin- 
ation was undoubtedly decisive at several 
crucial turns, when the antiwar movement 
took unavoidable dips and when it seemed 
that the road of demonstrations was lead- 

Those who from the beginning held 

Members of pacifist organizations 
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ing  nowhere simply because they did not 
seem t o  have impact on the b i rd  bra in  i n  
the White House. 

It i s  prec ise ly  a t  t h i s  moment 
when a huge v ic tory  has been scored t h a t  
it is  appropriate t o  take a look ahead. 

There i s  not the s l i g h t e s t  ques- 
t i o n  t h a t  the next b ig  goal should be t o  
bring the labor movement i n t o  the antiwar 
struggle.  This was the b ig  missing com- 
ponent April 15. Only the advance guard 
were there. But t h i s  advance guard a l so  

gives the br ightes t  promise t h a t  the most 
powerful force of a l l  i n  American soc ie ty  -- the ranks of organized labor -- may soon 
be brought i n t o  play. 

When t h i s  happens, it is  not l i k e l y  
t h a t  even Johnson w i l l  dare t o  look i n  an- 
other d i rec t ion .  

But even i f  he does begin t o  indi-  
ca te  t h a t  he is preparing t o  draw back it 
may be t o o  . l a te .  The April 15 demonstra- 
t i o n  was the handwriting on the wall. 

A UNITED FRONT BETWEEN PEKING AND MOSCOW ON A I D  TO VIETNAM? 

In a spec ia l  dispatch from Wash- 
ington, which appeared i n  the April 12 
N_ew.York Times, Hedrick Smith sa id  t h a t  
"United S ta t e s  o f f i c i a l s "  had come t o  the 
conclusion t h a t  Chinese and Soviet gov- 
ernments "had apparently worked out an 
understanding t o  speed the flow of Soviet 
mi l i t a ry  supplies t o  North Vietnam across 
China. I t  

The news came through "good diplo- 
matic channels," which indicated t h a t  an 
"arrangement 
with the two feuding Communist countries 
i n  the l a s t  s ix  weeks." 

One of the methods f o r  "sidestep- 
ping previous Chinese-Soviet f r i c t i o n . . .  
was f o r  North Vietnam t o  take t i t l e  t o  
the Soviet shipments as they reached Chi- 
n a ' s  border with the Soviet Union, and 
then t o  safeguard them a s  they pass by 
r a i l  across China. I' 

While the Times did not i den t i fy  
the Washington o f f i c i a l s ,  it apparently 
considered them author i ta t ive  enough ko  
warrant giving the repor t  top b i l l i n g  on 
the f ron t  page. 

This w a s  followed by an a r t i c l e  by 
Harrison E. Salisbury i n  the April 16 is- 
sue of  the same paper. Salisbury drew the 
conclusion t h a t  i f  the repor t  received i n  
Washington is  cor rec t ,  then "the Vietnam 
w a r  may soon en ter  a new and dangerous 
escalation. 'I 

was made by Nonth Vietnam 

He quoted a message conveyed by 
Moscow through diplomatic channels more 
than a month ago warning the Johnson ad- 
ministration: 

ended by diplomatic means ... But, i f  as it 
appears, the United S ta t e s  i s  going t o  
s t ep  up i t s  ac t ion  on the land and i n  the 
a i r ,  we w i l l  e sca la te  our a i d  t o  North 
Vietnam s t ep  by step.  I f  the United 
S ta t e s  sends i n  more planes we w i l l  send 
i n  more missiles, more rockets,  more 
MIG's. There should be no misunderstand- 

"We would l i k e  t o  see the war 

ing on t h i s .  '' 
When t h i s  warning w a s  delivered by 

a "high Soviet diplomat, It Salisbury sa id ,  
"there was considerable doubt i n  Washing- 
ton t h a t  Moscow could f u l f i l l  i t s  promise." 
The deepening of the Sino-Soviet dispute 
w a s  c i t e d  as the reason. 

able t o  put aside t h e i r  deep differences 
even f o r  the l imited objective o f  f a c i l i -  
t a t i n g  the shipment of supplies t o  hard- 
pressed North Vietnam," Salisbury contin- 
ued, " th i s  would represent a major  lessen- 
ing  of the tensions which have beset 
Soviet-Chinese r e l a t ions  f o r  several  years. 
It would indicate a f i r s t  s t ep  toward the 
formation of a common Communist f ron t  
against  the United S ta t e s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  the 
region of Southeast A s i a .  The implications 
of such a s t ep  upon over-all United S ta t e s  
policy would be far-reaching." 

"If Moscow and Peking have been 

Recounting what he learned on h i s  
t r i p  t o  north Vietnam e a r l y  t h i s  year,  
Salisbury sa id  t h a t  a major  f ac to r  i n  the 
apparent willingness of Hanoi  t o  "negoti- 
a t e "  a t  t h a t  t ime was "fear t h a t  the sup- 
ply route might be closed by China, e i t h e r  
de l ibera te ly  or as a byproduct of the 
country's  i n t e rna l  and external quar- 
r e l s .  . . It 

A United front  between Peking and 
Moscow would re l ieve  t h i s  worry and 
strengthen H a n o i ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  meet Ameri- 
can esca la t ion  of the war i n  general. It 
could mean i n  addition delivery of weapons 
qua l i t a t ive ly  superior t o  anything yet 
sent.  

" I f ,  i n  f a c t ,  he concluded, "the 
agreement has been made between Moscow and 
Peking, Hanoi  probably w i l l  f i nd  it pos- 
s i b l e  t o  counter e f f ec t ive ly  the escala- 
t i o n  of U.S. pressure which has seemed 
inescapable for the next few months. A new 
and more c r i t i c a l  time o f  t e s t i n g  i n  Viet- 
nam may be a t  hand." 
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The Petrick Case 

G I  FIGHTS FOR RIGHT TO VOICE HIS VIEWS I N  U.S. ARMY AGAINST VIETNAM WAR 

By Lew Jones 

A twenty-one-year-old so ld i e r  i n  
the United S ta t e s  Army has been threatened 
w i t h  court-martial f o r  the  so le  "crime"' 
of expressing s o c i a l i s t  opinions against  
the war i n  Vietnam t o  h i s  fellow so ld ie rs .  

Private F i r s t  Class Howard Pe t r ick  
had been ac t ive  i n  the s o c i a l i s t  and an t i -  
war movements before he w a s  d ra f ted  i n t o  
the army l a s t  July. I n  the summer of 1965 
he had become ac t ive  i n  the Minnesota 
Committee t o  End the War i n  Vietnam. H i s  
opposition t o  the Vietnam w a r  l ed  h i m  t o  
s o c i a l i s t  convictions and he became a mem- 
ber o f  the Young S o c i a l i s t  Alliance and 
then the S o c i a l i s t  Workers party.  

Within the army Pet r ick  has con- 
tinued t o  express h i s  views against  the 
Vietnam w a r  and t o  c i r cu la t e  l i t e r a t u r e  
on Vietnam, on the black power movement, 
the ideas o f  Malcolm X, the Cuban revolu- 
t i o n ,  and Marxism i n  general. He has con- 
tinued t o  subscribe t o  the Mi l i tan t ,  the 
Young S o c i a l i s t ,  various antiwar publica- 
t i ons ,  and has c i rcu la ted  copies of GS- 
- ma and speeches by Fidel Cas t ro  and Che 
Guevara. 

The army has n o t  accused him of 
disobeying orders o r  o f  f a i l u r e  t o  car ry  
out h i s  du t i e s  as a so ld ie r .  The sole is- 
sue involved is  whether G I s ,  as United 
S ta t e s  c i t i z e n s ,  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  exercise 
the democratic r i g h t s  of f r e e  speech and 
assembly guaranteed by the  B i l l  o f  Rights 
i n  the U.S. Const i tut ion.  

The Emergency Civ i l  L ibe r t i e s  Com- 
mittee has agreed t o  provide Victor Ra- 
binowitz and Leonard Boudin a s  Pe t r i ck ' s  
c i v i l i a n  l e g a l  counsel. They are two o f  
the most  eminent cons t i tu t iona l  a t to r -  
neys i n  the United S ta tes .  

Pe t r ick  returned on April 1 from 
a ten-day leave from the army, during 
which he attended a na t iona l  convention 
of the Young S o c i a l i s t  Alliance. Upon h i s  
arrival a t  Ft.  Hood, Texas, he w a s  i n t e r -  
rogated by Mili tary In te l l igence  and as- 
signed an army lawyer who t o l d  Pe t r ick  
t h a t  there  w a s  a d e f i n i t e  prospect he 
would be court-martialed. The army lawyer 
sa id  the  charges i n  such a court-martial 
would probably be "subversion, 'I "making 
d is loya l  statements, 'I o r  "creating disaf- 
fec t ion"  within the army. Each of these 
counts c a r r i e s  a m a x i m u m  penalty of three 
years i n  prison a t  hard labor.  

f o r  several  hours on h i s  p o l i t i c a l  views, 
especially on whether he was a member of 
the Soc ia l i s t  Workers par ty  and w a s  c i r -  

Howard was held and questioned 

cu la t ing  l i t e r a t u r e  put out by the SWP. 

low G I s  t h a t  there  had been a shakedown of  
h i s  e n t i r e  u n i t ,  and h i s  c loses t  f r iends  
had been questioned by Army Intell igence.  
The lockers of the so ld ie rs  i n  P e t r i c k ' s  
u n i t  were searched. A l l  l i t e r a t u r e  against  
the war which Pe t r ick  had given out; was 
confiscated, as  well a s  any antiwar l i t e r -  
a ture  the so ld ie rs  had of t h e i r  own. 

Later Howard found out from h i s  f e l -  

Howard's f r iends  were asked such 
questions as whether he had any r e l a t i v e s  
l i v i n g  i n  Communist countries,  what he 
thought about communism, about the Vietnam 
war, about the United S ta t e s  government, 
and about the c iv i l - r igh t s  movement. 

In an interview, Howard described 
t h i s  harassment of h i s  f r iends :  "About 
f i v e  G I s  who had quite a b i t  of my l i t e r -  
a ture  were segregated from the r e s t  of the 
un i t ,  and were made t o  e a t  a f t e r  everyone 
e l s e  did.  They had guards watching them s o  
they wouldn't t a l k  w i t h  the  other guys. 
These guys were a l l  questionkd l a t e r  by 
Mili tary In te l l igence ."  

It was rumored i n  Pe t r i ck ' s  u n i t  
t h a t  they would be sen t  t o  Vietnam t h i s  
summer, s o  Pe t r ick  found much i n t e r e s t  i n  
h i s  ideas and l i t e r a t u r e .  Howard s t a t e d ,  
"Most of the GIs don ' t  w a n t  t o  go t o  Viet- 
nam, don ' t  understand the w a r ,  a re  n o t  sat- 
i s f i e d  with the answers they a re  given by 
the mi l i ta ry ,  and they want t o  know more 
about it. Mainly, they don't  agree wi th  the 
war enough t o  face being k i l l e d  over there.  
The guys who come back have t o l d  of com- 
p l e t e  platoons being wiped out,  i n  t e r r i -  
t o ry  t h a t  i s  supposed t o  be 'secure. I "  

He went on, "In any discussions 
about the w a r  I always t r i e d  t o  en te r  them 
t o  present what I thought about the w a r ,  
which is  bas i ca l ly  t h a t  the United S ta t e s  
has no r i g h t  t o  be i n  Vietnam. 

"I found t h a t  there were other G I s  
who agreed with me, o r  d i d n ' t  know much 
about the war and wanted t o  know more 
about it. I mentioned t o  them t h a t  I had 
l i t e r a t u r e  on the w a r  and i f  they wanted 
any, they could have it. Soon G I s  would 
come t o  me asking f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  and we 
would ge t  i n t o  discussions about the w a r ,  
and it would lead i n t o  other top ics ,  such 
as the labor movement, and I would give 
them a pamphlet I had on labor unions. 

the war, the ideas of black power would 
come up, and how black power organizations 
have come out aga ins t  the w a r .  And t h i s  

"Or  speaking with black G I s  about 
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would lead into such things as  the Lowndes 
County Freedom Organization, independent 
po l i t i ca l  action by black people, the 
ideas of Malcolm X, and such questions as 
nonviolence or self-defense, and the rac- 
ist  character of the w a r . . .  . ' I  

The pamphlet Petrick found most  
popular in the a r m y  was W a r  and Revolu- 
t ion  i n  Vietnam, a Young Social is t  pam- 
phlet by Doug Jenness. He had dis t r ib-  
uted about t h i r t y  o f  these i n  the course 
of h i s  ten months in the army. A l s o  he 
gave out about twenty of the pamphlet G I s  
and the Fight Against W a r  by Mary-Alice 
Waters. !Phis pamphlet describes the 
"Bring us Home" movement of United States 
t r o o p s  a f t e r  World W a r  11. 

campaigns were organized by the t roops ,  
who wanted t o  be demobilized, since the 
w a r  was over, and not remain stationed i n  
such places as  China. Soldiers Howard met 
d i d n ' t  know anything about these events, 
which are never mentioned in school his- 
tory books, and were very interested i n  
learning more about it. 

Howard figured out many different  
ways t o  explain the w a r  t o  h i s  fellow sol- 
diers ,  depending oh what the i r  in te res t s  
were and how much they knew about history 
and pol i t ics .  

who have had some college or have done 
some reading on Vietnam or Cuba, I could 
t a lk  t o  them on a much higher level ,"  he 
said. "I could explain t o  them tha t  it is  
basically capitalism that creates the con- 
dit ions which lead t o  these revolutions. 
When people are being exploited they can 
only be suppressed s o  long before they re- 
a l ize  what i s  happening and begin t o  re- 
sist. Many G I s  seem t o  understand tha t  i f  
people are suppresped they are going t o  
f ight  back. 

t ra t ion ,  what i f  the people in the United 
States were a l l  of a sudden taken over by 
a dictatorship and the people were forced 
t o  return t o  the way o f  l i f e  they had in 
the lYOOs, with  wages l ike  tha t ,  and poor 
l iving conditions. They would probably 
resent t h i s  and t r y  t o  organize some type 
o f  a movement t o  get r i d  of t h i s  dictator.  

"If t h i s  dictator  was gett ing help 
from the outside, well then, tha t  would 
be the role of the United States going in 
t o  help the south Vietnamese regime of 
Diem o r  whoever the dictator  was. We 
Americans would be i n  the position of  the 
peasants whom the U.S. i s  now fighting 
i n  Vietnam, and we would be fighting f o r  
a bet ter  way o f  l i f e .  

very well and ask why the Vietnamese peo- 
ple l e t  the dictator  get in power i n  the 

Demonstrations and letter-writ ing 

"Some people, especially those 

"Sometimes I said,  as an i l lus -  

"A l o t  of soldiers can see tha t  

first place. Then I would go back and ex- 
plain the Geneva Accords and how the 
United States had almost completely s e t  up 
the dictatorship of Diem." 

Petrick continued, "To different  
people you can use different  approaches. I 
have a good friend who i s  interested i n  
South America and Cuba s o  I re la ted the 
Vietnamese revolution t o  the Cuban revolu- 
t ion  and explained tha t  i f  the Vietnamese 
people w i n ,  they would probably s e t  up a 
system l ike  Cuba has now. Also,  I pointed 
out tha t  the United States  has troops i n  
Guatemala, which he knew, and that  eventu- 
a l l y  Guatemala could become another Viet- 
nam. I' 

Although the a rmy  might court- 
martial Howard  f o r  expressing soc ia l i s t  
and a n t i w a r  views within the army, Army In- 
telligence knew he was a soc ia l i s t  when he 
was drafted. 

A t  the point of induction into the 
Armed forces, the draftees are asked. t o  
sign a loyalty oath and a disclaimer, 
which is  supposed t o  establish tha t  the 
prospective draftee is  not a member of ,  or 
associated w i t h ,  any of several hundred 
organizations a rb i t r a r i l y  branded "sub- 
versive" by the U.S .  Attorney General. 
Petrick refused t o  sign t h i s ,  on the con- 
s t i tu t iona l  ground tha t  such an oath vio- 
la ted h i s  F i r s t  Amendment right of f ree  
po l i t i ca l  association. 

Because Petrick would not sign, the 
a r m y  did not induct him immediately, but 
said they would first conduct an investi- 
gation t o  determine whether he was accept- 
able f o r  service. During t h i s  investigation 
Petrick joined the YSA and the SWP. Through- 
out the period he w a s  active i n  the anti-  
w a r  movement. 

5 e  army, knowing tha t  Petrick w a s  
a soc ia l i s t  and against the Vietnam w a r ,  
nevertheless drafted him into the army,  
and is  now attempting t o  infringe on h i s  
r igh t  t o  express h i s  views there. 

A Provisional Committee t o  A i d  Pfc. 
Howard Petrick was formed by friends t o  
publicize the case and ra i se  the money f o r  
legal  defense. !he committee hopes t o  
receive s o l i d  support from the a n t i w a r  
movement, since t h i s  case is  also an attack 
on the right of c i t izens t o  express oppo- 
s i t i on  t o  the w a r .  

Petrick th inks  t ha t  t h i s  defense 
e f fo r t  can aid i n  assuring other GIs t ha t  
they have the r i g h t  t o  voice opposition t o  
the w a r  i n  the army. Commenting on t h i s ,  he 
explained, "Several GIs who saw I had anti-  
war l i t e r a tu re  and heard I was making state- 
ments against the w a r ,  asked me wasn't I 
afraid t o  do t h i s .  

"I t r i ed  t o  explain t o  them that  
t h i s  i s  a constitutional r igh t  which also 
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applies to GIs, and that they could 
exercise these rights. After a while a 
lot of these guys would speak out more 
against the war and also read the lit- 
erature more openly. After I had ex- 
plained to them that they had a right to 
this literature if they wanted it, m y  
of them would keep it in view in their 
locker even during an inspection. They 
weren't so afraid to have it then. 

down from what they're attempting to do, 
I'm sure that this will renew their faith 
that they do have constitutional rights, 
even though they may have to fight for 
thein. 

"Such things as my case, with a 
broad defense from the antiwar movement, 
would bring the antiwar movement a lot 
closer to the GIs. It would show them 

"But now I'm sure that what the there are people in this movement that 
army is doing to me is going to make a 
lot of the GIs worry about just how many to them and don't want to see them go to 
rights they do have. If, through a strong 
defense effort, we can make the army back Vietnam, period." 

really care about what is going to happen 

Vietnam and get shot up or just go to 

FOURTH INTEFCNATIONAL APPEALS FOR INCREASED AID TO VIETNAMESE REVOLUTION 

The International Executive Com- 
,mittee of the Fourth International met in 
a plenary session March 10-12 in Stock- 
holm. One of the main points on its agen- 
da was the war in Vietnam. 

There was unanimous agreement that 
international mobilization of all the 
forces supporting the Vietnamese revolu- 
tion is indispensable in order to coun- 
teract the pressure being exerted by the 
Soviet bureaucracy to impose a "compro- 
mise" on the Vietnamese fighters contrary 
to the interests of the revolution. 

preparations for the third world congress 
since the reunification of the Fourth In- 
ternational in 1963 (the ninth congress 
since 1938). 

ation in Latin America. It was decided to 
open a solidarity campaign in behalf of 
the Bolivian revolutionists struggling 
against the military distatorship of Gen- 
eral Barrientos. The entire leftist move- 
ment in Bolivia has been the object of a 
savage witch-hunt launched last January by 
the regime. 

Reports were presented on the situ- 

The IEC decided to call on all the The IEC also decided to step up the 
sections of the Fourth International to campaign in defense of Hugo Blanco and the 
intensify efforts to mobilize solidarity 
with the Vietnamese revolution and 
against American imperialist aggression. 

other victims of the repression in Peru. 

A conference of the Latin-American 
The decisions on this question 

came in the framework of a report on the 
work accomplished by the United Secretar- 
iat since the last meeting of the IEC. 
The United Secretariat is the leading 
body of the Fourth International between 
sessions of the IEC. 

Livio Maitan reported on the po- 
litical crisis in China which has been 
under discussion among the leading bodies 
of the Fourth International since the 
"cultural revolution" first began. It was 
decided to draw up a resolution on the 
basis of the report and utilize this to 
open a discussion in the world Trotskyist 
movement as a whole on this important and 
complex question. 

The discussion will be part of the 

sections of the Fourth International was 
scheduled to discuss these and other ques- 
tions of vital importance in the struggle 
against U.S. imperialism, native reaction 
and for the socialist revolution. 

A report was made on the current 
situation facing the organizations and 
groups of the Fourth International in 
Asia. 

The IEC registered with satisfac- 
tion the progress made by the Indian sec- 
tion and the results of a joint conference 
organized by the Indian and Ceylonese sec- 
tions. 

Attention was called to the impor- 
tance of the evolution of the prerevolu- 
tionary crisis now developing in India. 

BOLIVIAN DICTATOR OUTLAWS LEFTIST PARTIES 

The Barrientos dictatorship outlawed the Communist and Workers Revolutionary 
parties April 11, citing the recent "clashes" with guerrillas. However, last January, 
long before the reports of wide-scale guerrilla operations, Barrientos rounded up all 
the leaders of leftist parties he could find and deported them to remote villages where 
they face death from starvation and illness. 
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"WAVERING ABOUT SHOOTING ME" 

CThe following letter was sent by 
Hugo Blanco to the French Committee of 
Solidarity with the Victims of Repression 
in Peru. The translation is by World Out- 
a k .  1 

* * *  

Your militant stand, along with 
other voices from all over the world, has 
dismayed the assassins of our people. Im- 
perialism and its lackeys are wavering 
about shooting me. They understand that 
their crimes against Peru are being 
watched and condemned by world opinion. 

darity, that is staying their murderous 
hand. Your support has the greatest im- 
portance for our people. It shows that 
victory is near, that we are not alone in 
this struggle. 

the fighters and gives us added faith 
each day in the sureness of victory and 
redoubles our resolution. 

It is of immense encouragement to 

It is their fear of the people 
struggling to win liberation that impels 
them to unleash brutal repressions; and 
it is their fear of this same people, to- 
gether with resolute international soli- 

We are certain that your action 
will swell international solidarity, our 
strength will grow apace and we wil:L 
soon be victorious. 

Fraternally, 

Hugo Blanco 
El Fronth Penal Island 
February 18, 1967 

"WITH "HE SOLIDARITY OF THE WORLD BEHIND US" 

CThe following letter was written 
by Hugo Blanco to be read at a solidarity 
meeting in his behalf April 10 in Paris. 
"he translation is by World Outlook.] 

* * *  

The repression in Peru and 
throughout Latin America is mounting. It 
represents a desperate effort by Yankee 
imperialism and the local exploiters to 
stamp out the revolutionary process set 
in motion in the whole continent by the 
great Cuban revolution. We have joined 
the liberation struggle undertaken by our 
Asian and African brothers; we have re- 
solved no longer to be colonies. 

The armed peasants of Guatemala, 
struggling consciously and openly for a 
workers and peasants government and for 
socialism; the Venezuelan guerrillas 
fighting heroically; the Colombians per- 
sisting in their struggle; the armed Do- 
minican people confronting the marines; 
the Agrarian Revolution inaugurated by 
the Peruvian peasantry; likewise the 
heroic sacrifices of the guerrilla groups 
in Peru -- all these revealing facts form 
part of the same process, the Latin-Amer- 
ican revolution for national liberation 
and socialism. 

Yankee imperialism and its accomp- 
lices, the Latin-American exploiters, are 
terrified at seeing their end approaching 
and are dealing bloody blows against our 
peoples. 

od and have been an outstanding feature 
of the most recent governments in Peru; 

Massacres are their favorite meth- 

Belahde has broken the record. !hey have 
massacred peasants, workers, students, 
and the spectators at a soccer game. 

Murders without trial, like that 
of Fabricio Ojeda and those in Santo Do- 
mingo, abound in Peru; it suffices t o  
mention, among many, the revolutionists 
Heraud, De La Puente, Zapata and VaXlejos. 

A s  in our brother countries, the 
number of political-social prisoners is 
rising day by day, despite Belahde's 
cynical claim that there are none. 

flage their murders with "legal" farces. 
For a starter, they are setting the 
stage for my "execution" with great en- 
thusiasm. 

Now they have decided to camou- 

The whole world knows who is di- 
recting the "Alliance for PTogress" of 
the repression; it is the same ones who 
are organizing through their "escalation" 
the greatest crime of genocide in his- 
tory; it is those who are using human 
science to exterminate our Vietnamese 
brothers. Latin America is already suf- 
fering from these Yankee "escalations. I' 

We, the peoples of Peru and of all 
Latin America, who f o r  centuries have 
suffered from the "escalation" of hunger, 
the "escalation" of illiteracy, the "es- 
calation" of tuberculosis, anemia, rick- 
ets, and so many other "escalations" 
which our local exploiters and the impe- 
rialists have inflicted upon us -- we are 
ready to face this "escalation" of re- 
pression! We h o w  that this one will be 
the last, the final one, and that we will 
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win in a death struggle "made in the USA" persons have scored the "death penalty" 
with their own escalation. asked for by the military prosecutor. 

In this struggle against death, in 
this struggle for the lives of our Asian, 
African and Latin-American peoples, we 
need the support, the solidarity of all 
men on earth; when this solidarity 
reaches the level of the best days of 
revolutionary internationalism, the end 
of imperialism will have arrived. 

Many expressions of solidarity 
have come from all parts of the world, 
and we know that they are multiplying 
and growing. Every voice raised in our 
defense renews the spirit of the Peru- 
vian fighters. With the solidarity of the 
world behind us, not even the threat of 
death can halt our sure march toward to- 
tal victory. The French vanguard understands 

fully the great role allotted to the 
country of "the Commune" in this drama of With warm fraternal greetings, 
world importance. Proof of this is the 
activity of the Committee of Solidarity Hugo Blanco 
with the Victims of Repression in Peru 
and the way organizations and private 

El Front611 Penal Island 
March 1967 

HUGO BUNCO REPORTED IN PRISON HOSPITAL 

A UP1 dispatch from Lima dated 
April 7, which appeared in the New York 
Spanish-language daily El Tiempc), re- 
ported that Hugo Blanco has been taken 
to the prison hospital, gravely ill. 

confirmed by friends of the Peruvian 
peasant leader, is as follows: 

"LIMA, April 7 (UPI) -- "he Peru- 
vian guerrilla Hugo Blanco, who is serv- 
ing a 25-year sentence in the nearby 

The dispatch, which has not been 

prison island 'El Front6n,' is suffering 
from a grave lung ailment. 

"Blanco won fame during 196a and 
1963 when, at the head of leftist guer- 
rillas in the tropical Andean region of 
Cuzco, he killed three policemen. 

"A military tribunal of the police 
forces condemned him to 25 years in prison. 
It was officially announced that Blanco is 
under medical care in the prison hospital." 

PAMPHLET ON HTJGO BUNCO 

A 16-page pamphlet on Hugo Blanco has just been published in Toronto under the 
auspices of Robert McCarthy, who heads a committee seeking amnesty for all the political. 
prisoners in Peru. 

The pamphlet consists of remarks made by two participants at a solidarity meeting 
in behalf of the Peruvian peasant leader who was placed under threat of death when he 
appealed a savage 25-year sentence in the notorious penal island of El Frontbn. 

about the now world-famous case. 
Kenneth Golby of the Spanish department at York University gives the main facts 

Andre Gunder Frank, visiting professor in economics at Sir George Williams Uni- 
versity, goes into the economic and social background in Latin America which continually 
fosters revolutionary protest movements like the one headed by Hugo Blanco. Some of the 
most interesting parts of his speech deal with the foreign policy of the U.S. in Latin 
America, particularly its efforts to maintain and build up the most reactionary military 
wing forces. 

velopments in Latin America is motivated in part, he says, by their realization that 
they "cannot afford very many Vietnams...It is important for them...to have Asians fight 
Asians as long as they can be made to, to have Latin Americans fight Latin Americans as 
long as possible." 

McCarthy, Massey College, 4 Devonshire Place, Toronto, Canada. 

The present intense concern of the American imperialists over revolutionary de- 

!he pamphlet costs 30 cents (or 4 for $1) and can be obtained from Robert 
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WITCH-HX"I! VICTIMS I N  BOLIVIA FACE DEATH I N  JUNGLE CAMPS 

[The following repor t  w a s  issued clothing n o r  shoes, n o r  anything with 
which t o  r epa i r  what they have on, nor 
l e t s  them have anything e l s e ,  they a re  
soon ha l f  naked, suf fe r ing  without de- 
fense from the t e r r i b l e  storms t h a t  occur. 

i n  Buenos Aires  by Irene Mizrahi, former 
d i r ec to r  o f  Monthly Review i n  Latin h e r -  
ica .  1 

* * *  

Since January 18 of  t h i s  year, 23 
B o l i v i a n  p o l i t i c a l  prisoners have been 
condemned t o  a slow, c rue l  and inexorable 
death in the a reas  where they have been 
confined by the government of General 
Ren6 Barrientos. Some f r iends  i n  Bolivia 
wrote t o  Monthly Review (Argentina) t o  
repor t  t h i s  monstrous crime and t o  ask 
f o r  our collaboration i n  breaking through 
the conspiracy of si lence.  

Those a r res ted  belong t o  various 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  with a long background 
of struggle i n  the m i l i t a n t  Bolivian un- 
ions. That i s  why they have been condem- 
ned t o  a l i v i n g  h e l l  where sickness and 
hunger can f i n i s h  them o f f .  

The places where they have been 
sent are mi l i ta ry  outposts i n  a jungle 
zone often i n  the midst of swamps in- 
fes ted  with crocodiles and pirafias. The 
nearest  v i l l ages  are 120 t o  200 kilome- 
t e r s  away, separated from the camps by 
dense jungle, the best  barbed wire t o  
prevent escapes. To venture out of these 
places means c e r t a i n  death f o r  whoever 
t r i e s  it. A mi l i t a ry  plane comes once a 
week t o  re l ieve  the garrison, who ge t  out 
of there as rap id ly  as possible i n  view 
of the f a c t  t h a t  these zones insp i re  a 
j u s t i f i a b l e  f e a r  of the infec t ious  dis- 
eases t h a t  a re  present. 

I n  the "best" place o f  confine- 
ment, Ixiamas, there i s  a v i l l age  of 300 
half-savage inhabitants whose only source 
of income i s  hunting jaguars. Food con- 
sists exclusively of bananas and a t  
times, with luck, of ba t s  t o  be found i n  
churches s t i l l  standing f rom the days of 
a Jesui t  settlement. 

The houses, flimsy s t ruc tures  o f  
adobe and straw; are idea l  nesting places 
f o r  ta ran tu las  and snakes which take 
t h e i r  t o l l  among the p o l i t i c a l  prisoners. 
There i s  an in sec t  the s t i n g  of which 
produces a suppuration t h a t  can cause 
death within 48 hours. The a i r  swarms 
with mosquitoes, gnats and ho r se f l i e s  
t h a t  prevent any kind of a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
the open a i r ,  including the basic neces- 
s i t i e s .  The Bolivian government sends no 
medicines o r  food whatsoever t o  counter- 
a c t  these t e r r i b l e  scourges and deb i l i t a -  
t i o n  from undernourishment. 

It should be added t h a t  since the 
government sends the prisdners ne i ther  

After such a long time without 
hearing from them, since they are held 
s t r i c t l y  incommunicado, nobody knows how 
many of the p o l i t i c a l  prisoners are s t i l l  
a l ive .  It i s  reported t h a t  two o f  them 
were put i n  i s o l a t i o n  inoa s t a t e  of coma 
and t h a t  others f e e l  the s i t u a t i o n  i s  
hopeless. That i s  why there i s  no t h e  t o  
lose.  

Statements asking f o r  t h e i r  re- 
lease  should be obtained from unions, po- 
l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and anyone 
who does not believe t h a t  human r i g h t s  
are only empty rhe tor ic .  

Le t te rs  should be sent t o  the Mini- 
s t r o  de Gobierno Antonio Arguedas, and t o  
the President of the Republic General 
Rent5 Barrientos, La Paz, Bolivia. 

Le t te rs  should a l so  be sen t  t o  the 
newspapers i n  La Paz [ f iesenc ia ,  E l  D i -  
d o  and E l  Pueblo]. 

Energetic demands f o r  an end t o  
the inhuman treatment of the prisoners 
and f o r  giving them food, medical care 
and hygienic quarters should be made i m -  
mediately. It i s  possible t h a t  many have 
died but in te rna t iona l  s o l i d a r i t y  may 
save the l i v e s  o f  the r e s t .  

* * *  

The l i s t  o f  prisoners,  as  reported 
i n  World Outlook March 24 i s  as follows: 

Zan6n Barrientos Manani 
Sinforese Cabrera 
Luis Canipa 
Orlando Capriles 
Alejandro Carvajal 

.Nuflo Chavez O r t i z  
Ca r los  Daza L. 
Jorge Echaz6 Alvarado 
Filimon Escobar 
Gabriel GuzmAn I. 
Alberto Jara Daza 
Guillermo Lora 
Miguel Lora 
Carrasco Marin 
Edwin Moller 
Jose Palacios 
Victor Reynaga 
Eulogio Sanchez T. 

c a r  Sangines 
Victor Sosa 
Amadeo Vargas 
Felipe Villanuev 
Oscar Zamora 
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SLL rtCAP"REt' OF NALSO ENDS IN FIASCO 

By Brian Gormley 

London 
The seventeenth annual conference 

of the National Association of Labour 
Student Organizations [NALSO], which 
opened April 3 ,  lived up t o  expectations 
and proved to be the liveliest in its 
history. A sharp political struggle oc- 
curred among several tendencies over what 
attitude NALSO should take toward the of- 
fensive launched against it by the right 
wing of the British Labour party and how 
it should gauge the recent signs of a new 
radicalism among British university stu- 
dents as typified by such an organization 
as the Radical Student Alliance. 

A broadly based socialist student 
organization embracing some 6,000 members, 
the great bulk of them belonging to the 
Labour party, NALSO is a loose federation 
of over ninety socialist societies and 
Labour clubs on most of the major univer-. 
sities and colleges. Since its inception 
it has been under the leadership of the 
Labour left; and since Labour's election 
victory, it has been in a state of de- 
cline. 

Readers of the London Newsletter, 
the official weekly of the Socialist La- 
bour League, may have guessed in recent 
months that the SLL leadership had devel- 
oped a more than casual interest in the 
affairs of NALSO. Besides the amount of 
space devoted to this organization, NALSO 
loomed more and more prominently in vari- 
ous SLL activities and campaigns, the re- 
lationship being not unlike that of the 
SLL to the Lambeth Trades Council. ("he 
SLL used the Lambeth Trades Council as 
virtually a front, until it became such 
an empty shell that today demonstrations 
come and go and it is no longer heard 
from. ) 

At a poorly publicized, specially 
convened interim conference last January, 
where representation from the clubs was 
at its lowest and where credentials of 
some of the delegates were questionable, 
members of the SLL made a concerted ef- 
fort to "take it through the experience" 
of their particular brand of sectarian 
politics and grabbed a majority of posi- 
tions on the National Executive. 

Interestingly enough, they were 
assisted in this by the votes of the 
right-wing Social Democrats, a minority 
at the conference, whose only motive was 
to see the organization disaffiliated and 
proscribed by the Labour party so that it 
could be reorganized under their control. 

In the past, NALSO has been an em- 
barrassment to !J?ransport House. It was 
not uncommon for NALSO to nominate Ho Chi 

Minh as honorary vice-president. Trans- 
port House this time retaliated quickly 
by cutting off its annual subsidy, thus 
taking the first step in ridding itself 
of its troublesome student body. 

This clearly fitted in with the 
plans of the SLL leaders. While they do 
not agree with "ransport House on most 
things, they seem to share with the La- 
bour party brass the view that it is bet- 
ter to have militants outside the party 
looking in rather than inside conducting 
an effective struggle where it counts most, 
in the constituency clubs. 

tion at issue was whether or not NALSO 
would be participating in this coming La- 
bour party conference trying to rally sup- 
port from the floor, or whether it would 
be standing outside alone waving a placard. 

As was clearly revealed in the NALSO 
conference discussions, the SLL leaders 
think it is a waste of time for young so- 
cialists to be concerned about the Labour 
party and its internal evolution and the 
growth of the left wing, insbead preferring 
to be outside the organizations of the 
working class lecturing the left from the 
pulpit of sectarian ultraleftism, posing 
themselves as "the revolutionary alterna- 
t ive . 

As one delegate put it, the ques- 

But the SLL leaders misjudged the 
situation in NALSO. While students may be 
critical of the right wing of the Labour 
party, they are as yet opposed to 'being 
absorbed into the SLL. 

Under the initiative of the Cam- 
bridge and Oxford affiliates, a "Save 
NALSO" caucus was formed to protect the 
organization from the ultralefts and to 
maintain its ties to the Labour party. 

This became the central question 
for the conference. The SLL approach was 
at first cautious. They submitted minimum 
policy resolutions. 'Phe main task for the 
moment was merely to burn all bridges to 
the Labour party. 

But under pressure from the "Save 
NALSO" caucus, they were forced to argue 
their full position of making NALSO "the 
alternative revolutionary leadership" in 
opposition to the Labour party. 

The conference, by a hefty majority, 
rejected a statement by the SLL majority of 
the NALSO Executive on the reasons for the 
break with the Labour party, referring it 
back to the incoming Ekecutive. Over the 
opposition of the SLL, the conference by a 
substantial majority also passed the Cam- 
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bridge pos i t ion  which w a s  outlined i n  the 
following resolution: 

hasty ac t ion  o f  the NED of  the Labour 
Party i n  repudiating i t s  b i - l a t e ra l  
agreement with NALSO but a l s o  believes 
t h a t  the student s o c i a l i s t  movement must 
r e t a i n  links i n  some form with the Labour 
Party a t  a national l eve l .  It therefore 
i n s t r u c t s  the EC t o  seek immediately af- 
f i l i a t i o n  o r  some form of  association 
with the Labour Party, preferably one 
which w i l l  give NALSO speaking and voting 
r i g h t s  a t  the Labour Party Conference." 

Many of the students would have 
agreed with the SLL when they argued t h a t  
a revolutionary par ty  must be b u i l t .  But 
they would add t h a t  the var ian t  by which 
t h i s  w i l l  happen is through a struggle 
inside the ex i s t ing  organized p o l i t i c a l  
expressions of the working c l a s s ,  espe- 
c i a l l y  the Labour party,  a p o s s i b i l i t y  
which NALSO should not turn i t s  back upon. 

the pos i t ion  of the SLL was touched o f f  
by the SLL i t s e l f .  It was immediately 
posed t h a t  a l l  who did not agree w i t h  the 
SLL would have no place i n  NALSO. It 
would cease t o  be a broadly based student 
s o c i a l i s t  youth organization, representa- 
t i v e  o f  several  tendencies on the l e f t .  

"This conference deplores the 

The incentive t o  struggle against  

The SLL moved i n  hard i n  a deter-  
mined bid t o  consolidate i t s  hold, run- 
ning a f u l l  s l a t e  f o r  a l l  posit ions.  This 
w a s  i n  cont ras t  t o  the "Save NALSO" cau- 
cus which l e f t  several  pos i t ions  open. 

The conference ran over four days. 
In t h a t  time the arguments developed f a s t  
and furious a s  the fac t ions  struggled f o r  
the majority. 

ac t ive  supporter i n  Br i t a in  of the Fourth 
In te rna t iona l ,  w a s  denounced by members 
of the SLL f o r  "organizing against  the 
SLL . 

A t  every session, Ernest l a t e ,  an 

A high point came when an SLL spy, 
who had been sent i n to  the "Save NALSO" 
caucus, got up t o  "confess" and " t e l l  
a l l . "  Aside f rom the e f f rontery  of the 
SLL using t h i s  well-worn S t a l i n i s t  and 
right-wing Social Democratic device, the 
delegates were outraged when he got h i s  
f a c t s  wrong. 

l a t e  took the f l o o r  a t  the invita- 
t i o n  of the delegates. (The SLL have made 
h i m  such a demon t h a t  even t h e i r  own mem- 
bers wanted t o  hear him speak!) l a t e  an- 
swered the spy ' s  charges, explaining t o  
the delegates what the "Save NALSO" cau- 
cus was, and how he had helped it, as w a s  
h i s  duty a s  a s o c i a l i s t .  

the r i g h t  wing i n  giving every appearance 
He accused the SLL of ac t ing  l i k e  

of being opposed i n  pr inc ip le  
t i o n  caucuses. Didn't the SLL 
caucus? he asked. He sat down 
plause. 

The SLL caucus members 

t o  opposi- 
have i t s  own 
t o  loud ap- 

were forced 
t o  argue out t h e i r  posit ions on many ques- ' 

t i ons  i n  which they showed serious lack of 
preparation. 

When they charged t h a t  the "Save 
NALSO" caucus w a s  an "unprincipled combi- 
nation" against  them because some held t o  
the view t h a t  the Soviet Union was "s ta te  
c a p i t a l i s t "  while others.held it t o  be a 
workers s t a t e ,  they were informed t h a t  
everyone knew the program of the caucus, 
and anyway the question o f  s t a t e  capi ta l -  
i s m  could not be a pr inc ip le  for the SLL 
a s  they had adopted a similar pos i t ion  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  Cuba. 

'Bey were faced with the same d i f -  
f i c u l t y  when it was revealed t h a t  t w o  
young members of the Communist par ty  were 
on the s l a t e ,  both of whom came t o  the 
conference i n  opposition t o  Kin S t r ee t  
[headquarters of the Br i t i sh  CPY. The SLL 
denounced them as "Sta l in i s t s" !  

The "Save NALSO" caucus w a s  based 
on the Cambridge reso lu t ion  and was open 
t o  a l l  who supported t h a t  posit ion.  I n  
addition, it sought t o  develop a student 
program and t o  o r ien ta te  NALSO t o  the stu- 
dent p ro te s t  movement. It was a minimum 
posit ion.  And it  was t h i s  program t h a t  
stuck i n  the craw of the SLL s t r a t e g i s t s .  

t i ona l  Executive, the SLL contingent w a s  
reduced t o  a small minority, los ing  most 
of t h e i r  previous posit ions.  

ference was by no means c l ea r ;  it was even 
contradictory. I ts  pos i t ion  on student 
radicalism i s  ambiguous. 

Many resolutions were passed by 
unanimous votes. In the debate on the con- 
s t i t u t i o n ,  the delegates defeated a move 
by the SLL t o  de le te  a l l  references t o  the 
Labour par ty ;  but f a i l e d  t o  prevent the 
" e l i g i b i l i t y  clause" from being deleted. 
This would have in s i s t ed  t h a t  Executive 
posit ions could be f i l l e d  o n l y  by people 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  Labour par ty  membership. I n  
the pas t  t h i s  clause has been ignored by 
NALSO but was i n  e f f e c t  a statement of i t s  
main orientation. 

p r inc ip le"  and meant "acceptance o f  bans 
and proscriptions";  whereas it had been 
argued, espec ia l ly  by the Sussex delega- 
t i o n ,  t h a t  it was necessary t o  accept such 
devices i f  one were t o  be i n  an e f fec t ive  
pos i t ion  t o  f i g h t  against  them. 

In the e lec t ions  f o r  the new Na- 

The l i n e  f i n a l l y  adopted by the con- 

The SLL argued t h a t  t h i s  was "a 

It was pointed out by one of the 
Oxford delegates t h a t  i n  the pas t  the SLL 
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has accepted such clauses in the Young 
Socialists before they split from the La- 
bour party. 

Supporters of the Fourth Interna- 
tional were in the forefront of the cam- 
paign to protect NALSO from the sectari- 
ans. The Fourth Internationalists had 
helped to organize several caucuses to 
plan strategy in the weeks previous to 
the conference. 

They led in the political debates 
and succeeded in drawing out the SLL. The 
debates centered around such questions as 
"entryism, 'I the united-front tactic and 
how revolutionary socialists defend the 

Vietnamese revolution. 

Even though they were small in num- 
ber in contrast to the SLL's thirty-odd 
votes, in the confrontation before stu- 
dents interested in learning the truth the 
Fourth Internationalists showed that the 
SLL's ultraleft positions were a liability 
rather than an asset. 

After such ballyhoo about NALSO in 
the SLL press, the defeat poses serious 
questions for SLL members. It is to be 
hoped that in looking for answers they 
will closely reexamine the program and 
tactics of the SLL. 

PERWIAN COMMITTEE APPEALS FOR HEZP FOR DANIEL PEREYRA 

The Comit6 Pro-Defensa de 10s De- 
rechos Humanos [Committee in Defense of 
Human Rights], which has spearheaded the 
campaign in behalf of Hugo Blanco, has 
issued an appeal in behalf of Daniel Pe- 
reyra and twelve other codefendants who 
have been held in prison in Lima without 
trial for as long as five years. 

The thirteen prisoners were mem- 
bers of a group called ""upac Amaru" that 
set out to collect funds which they in- 
tended for the peasant movement forming 
around Hugo Blanco. They called at a bank 
in Lima to recuperate some of the money 
taken from the Peruvian workers and peas- 
ants. 

They succeeded in obtaining more 
than 2,600,000 soles ~US$lOO,OOOl. The 
papers rated this as the biggest holdup 
in the history of the country. 

notice sent to the press by the partici- 
pants explaining the political nature of 
the operation. In view of the aims of the 
young idealists, the action struck a very 
favorable response in the populace. [See 
World Outlook September 9, p. 11.1 

Unfortunately for those involved, 
the police stumbled on to them and they 
were arrested and some of them tortured. 

Still more sensational was the 

Later, others accused of being in- 
volved or politically associated were ar- 
rested. About twenty were released on 
bail. Another ten or so are still "at 
large." Thirteen are still being held in 
Lima's notorious jails. The list is as 
follows : 

Held Since April 1962 

Daniel Albert0 Pereyra Perez 
Jose Martorell Soto 
Adalberto Fonk6n Piedra 
Victor RaGl Terzi Zegarra 
Antonio Aragbn Gallegos 
Juan Nmez Marchand 
Jorge Tello Shchez 

Held Since January 1963 
Eduardo Juan Creus Gonzglez 
Juan Minaya Espinoza 
Mario Hoyos Urbano 
Luis Arroyo Bernal 
Pedro Candela Santillln 

Held Since August 1965 
Jose Marcelino Fonken Piedra 

The Comit6 Pro-Defensa de 10s De- 
rechos Humanos asks that protests over the 
interminable delay in bringing the defen- 
dants to trial and appeals for a speedy 
hearing be sent to Dr. Garcia Rada, Presi- 
dente dela Corte Suprema de Justicia, Lima, 
Peru. 

Reference should be made to the 
case of "DanAel Pereyra and others" [No. 
253/264 -- V Tribunal Correctional, 
Lima]. 

Copies of cables and letters and 
reports of actions should be sent to 
World Outlook and to the Comit6 Pro-Defensa 
de 10s Derechos Humanos, Avenida Tacna 329, 
Oficina 203, Lima, Peru. 

WAR CRIMES "RIBUNAL SETS DATE FOR FIRST SESSION IN PARIS 

Although it has been experiencing difficulties in getting a hall in Paris due to 
heavy pressure from sources in Washington, the International War Crimes 'Ikibunal has 
announced that the first session of its hearings will open April 26 and run until May 6. 
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STATE DEPARTMENT LISTS 37 NATIONS AS "HELPING" I N  VIETNAM 

A s  p a r t  of a propaganda drive as- 
sociated with the b ig  new jump i n  esca- 
l a t i n g  the w a r  i n  Vietnam, the S ta te  De- 
partment on March ll issued a l i s t  of 37 
countries which it claims have "joined 
the United S ta t e s "  i n  "helping" Saigon. 

While the l i s t  ind ica tes  i n  actu- 
a l i t y  how l i t t l e  support Johnson has 
abroad f o r  h i s  w a r  o f  colonial  conquest, 
the token gestures made by the various 
governments do have a psychological value. 
The in te rna t iona l  a n t i w a r  movement should 
note what these " a l l i e s "  of the U.S. are 
doing and c a l l  it t o  public a t t en t ion  
wherever possible i n  order t o  bring coun- 
terpressure t o  bear. 

Department, i s  as follows: 

f lour .  

The l i s t ,  a s  issued by the S ta te  

"ARGENTINA -- 5,000 tons of wheat 

"AUSTRALIA -- 4,500 combat troops 
w i t h  more on the way; economic a i d  rang- 
ing from medical teams t o  school books. 

p l i e s ,  blankets and t e n t s  through the 
Austrian Red Cross .  

lance and scholarships f o r  nine Vietnam- 
ese t o  study i n  Belgium. 

coffee. 

f rom road building equipment t o  education 
and medical help. 

from medical assistance t o  food and con- 
s t ruc t ion  of a science auditorium a t  Hue 
University. 

"AUSTRIA -- Offers o f  medical sup- 

"BELGIUM -- Medicines and an ambu- 

"BRAZIL -- Medical supplies and 

"BRITAIN -- Economic a id  ranging 

"CANADA -- Economic a i d  ranging 

"DENMARK -- Medical assistance.  

"DOMINICAN REPUBLIC -- An of fe r  of 

"FRANCE -- Professional and train- 

cement. 

ing personnel, and low-interest c r e d i t s  
f o r  economic development. 

"GREECE -- Medical supplies. 

"GUATEMALA -- Medical supplies. 

"HONDURAS -- Drugs and dry goods 

"IRELAND -- Flood r e l i e f .  

"IRAN -- Petroleum products and a 

f o r  refugees. 

medical team. 

"ISRAEL -- Pharmaceutical supplies 

"ITALY -- A surg ica l  team and sc i -  

"JAPAN -- Economic a i d  ranging from 

f o r  flood victims. 

ence scholarships. 

medical supplies t o  t r a n s i s t o r  radios and 
aid i n  building a dam t o  produce power. 

"LAOS -- Flood r e l i e f .  

"LIBERIA -- Medical assistance.  

"LUXEMBURG -- Plasma and blood 
transfusion equipment. 

"MALAYSIA -- Training o f  Vietnamese 
mi l i t a ry  and police o f f i ce r s  i n  counterin- 
surgency and supply of t ranspor ta t ion  
equipment . 
increased t o  about 360 men; economic as- 
sistance i n  medicine and education. 

c i a 1  welfare assistance.  

"NEW ZEALAND -- Combat forces being 

ttTHE NETHERLANDS -- Medical and SO- 

"NORWAY -- Flood r e l i e f .  

"PAKISTAN -- Flood r e l i e f .  

ttPHILIPPINES -- A 2,000-man m i l i -  
t a r y  engineering u n i t ;  c iv i c  ac t ion  per- 
sonnel including mi l i t a ry  and c i v i l i a n  
medical teams. 

and medical aid.  
ttSOUTH KOREA -- 45,000 combat troops 

"SPAIN -- Medical assistance.  

"SWITZERLAND -- Medical help and 
microscopes f o r  the University of Saigon. 

"TAIWAN -- A n  1 8 - m a n  mi l i t a ry  psy- 
chological warfare team plus economic a id  
i n  agr icu l ture ,  medicine, education and 
e l e c t r i c a l  development. 

"THAILAND -- Armed forces  t o t a l i n g  
about 12,000 men and economic a id  ranging 
f rom r i c e  t o  roofing materials and medical 
supplies. 

"TUNISIA -- Scholarships. 

"TURKEY -- Medicines and an o f fe r  
of cement. 

i c ines .  

l i e f  and medical assistance.  

s t ruc t ion ,  medical a i d ,  refugee help,  cred- 
i t s  f o r  i ndus t r i a l  development." 

"URUGUAY -- Relief supplies and med- 

"VENEZUELA -- Rice f o r  refugee re- 

VEST GERMANY -- Nonmilitary in- 
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WHAT I SAW IN NORTH VIE!PNAM 

By Setsure Tsurushima 

[At a conference of European van- 
guard youth organizations held in Brussels 
March 11-12 (see World Outlook April 7, 
p. 3611, a message was read from Setsure 
Tsurushima, a secretary of the Interna- 
tional War Crimes Tribunal who visited 
Vietnam as a member of the Japanese team 
delegated to gather evidence of the com- 
mission of war crimes. The text of this 
message is as follows.1 

* * *  

During my stay in Vietnam as a mem- 
ber of the investigation team of the IWCT, 
I could see two different aspects of the 
Vietnam war which are in sharp contrast to 
each other. 

One is terrible. American planes 
attacking hospitals, churches, pagodas, 
schools, killing men and women, young and 
old, and dropping fragmentation bombs 
which are used o n l y  to destroy human life. 

province in the southern part of north 
Vietnam, where there has been severe and 
heavy bombing by the Americans, showed 
clearly in what manner and for what pur- 
poses the Americans are bombing. The hos- 
pital was destroyed by several explosive 
bombs of which we could see their craters. 
We could see in the damaged sections of 
the roof of the hospital, the large red 
cross which had been painted on the roof 
as well as marks left by machine-gun fire 
from the airplanes. After destroying the 
buildings the American planes strafed the 
patients, who were trying to flee. 

of the war is the bombing of the dikes. 
How systematically they are bombing these 
dikes and the purpose of this bombing is 
very clear. 

Concentrated bombing of the dikes 
took place in July,  August and September. 
From February to June 5, 1966, there were 
55 such air raids. In July the figure was 
69. In August and September 136 occurred. 

As you know, Vietnam is a part of 
the monsoon area. "he rainy season is in 
July, August and September and these are 
the months when the water level is the 
highe s t . 

For example, Sontay province has a 
flow in the rivers of 3,400 cubic meters 
per second on a yearly average and 13,400 
cubic meters per secopd during the rainy 
season. 

A destroyed hospital in Tanh Hoa 

Another example of this same aspect 

One who remembers the great disas- 
ter when the dike of the Red River broke 

in August 1945, which brought death and 
famine t o  millions of people in eight 
provinces, can understand just how serious 
is the bombing of the dikes during the 
rainy season. !Che purpose of such bombing 
can only be to cause flooding which de- 
stroys towns and villages, killing many 
people and causing terrible famine. 

clearly in the words of the chairman of 
the executive committee of Thanh Boa prov- 
ince. As he is from a national minority 
which lives in the highlands, we asked him 
what the effects of the bombings have been 
on the lives of wild beasts and animals. 
He said, "Elephants are going and tigers 
are coming. 'I 

The foliage which the elephants eat 
has been gravely destroyed, and the ele- 
phants, which are lovely and peaceful ani- 
mals, have been frightened by the bombing 
and are fleeing Vietnam, while the tigers 
are coming in to eat corpses and helpless 
animals. American bombing, therefore, is 
succeeding in driving out all the peaceful 
animals and in bringing in the more vi- 
cious wild beasts. 

creative. "hey can change wild jungle 
areas into fertile fields. The struggle of 
the Vietnamese people against imperialist 
aggression is resulting in yet another as- 
pect of the Vietnamese war. 

This aspect, I think, was described 

However, human beings are much more 

We could see the Vietnamese working 
day and night, harvesting sweet potatoes, 
planting rice paddies, repairing the roads 
and dikes which American planes had bombed. 

I could realize that the produc- 
tivity of paddy fields has increased tre- 
mendously since Independence. Before the 
world war, the productivity of paddy 
fields in north Vietnam was less than two 
tons per hectare each year, but now they 
are producing more than four tons of rice 
per hectare each year. Their goal is five 
tons per hectare, and in some areas they 
are already harvesting more than five tons 
per hectare. 

the cultivated area, one can easily under- 
stand how wonderful is the development of 
the agriculture which is so important to 
Vietnam. 

tensive to intensive techniques as a re- 
sult of the evacuation of the population 
from the big cities to the countryside is 
promising an even greater increase in 
agricultural productivity. 

Keeping in mind the enlargement of 

And changing rice growing from ex- 
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Much more important than that, 
however, is this: Peasants are organized 
more tightly in the cooperative system 
because they cannot repair the roads, 
dikes and even their houses destroyed by 
the bombings without cooperative methods. 
Medical networks are established on the 
basis of a cooperative system; every ham- 
let has an assistant doctor, every vil- 
lage has some medical facility which is 
connected to the medical center of the 
district, and medical doctors are living 
together with workers and peasants. 
Teachers are also living together with 
peasants because school can be held only 
in the early morning and in the evening. 
Under the pressure of the war, the Viet- 
namese people are establishing socialism 
in the classical form of communes, or the 
soviet system. 

But what I would like to draw your 
attention to is an examination of how the 
American imperialists are causing wild 
beasts to come into Vietnam, and how the 
Vietnamese people are staging their 
struggle from the international point of 
view, 

The American imperialists are mo- 
bilizing troops not only from the U.S., 
but also from South Korea, Thailand, Aus- 
tralia, etc. ; the Japanese capitalists 
are supplying chemical products, etc.; 
and the British imperialists are keeping 
some troops to serve at the military 
bases in Thailand. On the other hand, 
what about the heroic struggle of the 
Vietnamese people? It i s  true that this 
is the first time since the Spanish Civil 
War that the workers and youth in the 
capitalist countries are staging cam- 

paigns supporting a struggle in a small, 
developing country. The Chinese, the Kor- 
eans, the Cubans, and the Algerians had to 
carry on their struggle by themselves with- 
out the assistance of people in other coun- 
tries, while we are staging campaigns to 
support the Vietnamese people in Bel-gium, 
France, Italy, Britain, the Scandinavian 
countries, the U.S., Japan, etc. The Viet- 
namese Revolution is having a great moral 
influence on people all over the world. 

But the campaigns of solidarity 
with the Vietnamese people have not yet 
been strong enough. They must be strong 
enough to respond to the escalation of im- 
perialist aggression with an increased es- 
calation of the struggle of the peoples. 

Friends! It is extremely urgent to 
establish an international organizaeion to 
stage the struggle of solidarity with the 
Vietnamese people in order to aid the over- 
throw of the imperialist world system. I 
believe the meeting here should be part of 
this struggle together with the Vietnamese 
people, and I am sure that a new stage of 
the international struggle against -the im- 
perialist world system is just now begin- 
ning ! 

Out with the wild beasts in 'Vietnam! 

Down with the world imperia1.is-k sys- 
tem! 

Long live the conference of the 
vanguard organizations of European youth 
to coordinate support for the Vietnamese 
Revolution and the struggle against NATO, 
to open the door of the new stage of the 
international anti-imperialist struggle! 

WELSH NATIONALIST LEADER CONDEMNS WAR IN VIETNAM 

[The following extract from a 
speech made by Gwynfor Evans, president 
of the Welsh Nationalist party, in a re- 
cent by-election campaign in Rhondda, has 
been translated by World Outlook from the 
March issue of the party's Welsh language 
monthly Y Ddraig Goch.1 

TIt may help to explain why the 
Labour party suffered such a steep decline 
in the vote in this usually Labour strong- 
hold. From 80% of the vote, Labour drop- 
ped to under 50%. The Nationalists scored 
40%. 1 

* * *  

these resources are bled to pay part of the 
S2 billion C185.6 billion] the government is 
squandering on preparations for war. 

Wales needs freedom to play its own 
role in the life of the world. It is in- 
tolerable that we, the people of Wales, 
are implicated in the American actions in 
Vietnam. 

In that poor country a million 
small children have already been wounded 
or killed, many of them horribly burned by 
napalm bombs and white phosphorous. 

Wales must help to establish a 
Wales needs freedom to create a peaceful, stable, and generous interna- 

just and benevolent social system for its tional order. Only a free Wales can do 
own people. We can do miracles merely that. And towards this end, Rhondda must 
with the opportunity to develop our abun- 
dant resources for themselves. Today f o r  the World. 

now lead the way -- for Rhondda,for Wales, 
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WHY THE COLOMBIAN GUERRILLAS WON'T GIVE UP 

By Guillermo Bonilla 

There are three countries in Latin 
America (Colombia, Venezuela and Guatema- 
la) where the guerrillas, after some ini- 
tial setbacks, have finally set deep and 
solid roots among the local populace and 
have reached a level of growth both in 
quantity and quality (number of guerril- 
las and military equipment) as to make 
them a real challenge to the governments 
of these countries. We will confine this 
article to the development of the Colom- 
bian guerrillas. 

Colombia has about l7,OOO,OOO in- 
habitants, sixty percent of whom are 
peasants. The typical peasant family 
lives in a hut with a palm-thatched roof 
and a bare earthen floor, with no latrine, 
no running water, no electricity. 

The peasant and his children work 
for the landlord from sunrise to sunset, 
six days a week, for ten or fifteen cents 
(U.S .  cents) a day. The children cannot 
go to school because there is no school 
to attend, and because their families 
need their labor t o  carry on. 

Due to the hopeless perspective 
in the countryside, many peasants have 
moved to the cities where they settle in 
those belts of abysmal poverty that sur- 
round the cities in Latin America. The 
lucky ones find jobs in the factories, 
but the great majority make a living by 
begging, stealing, prostitution, or dig- 
ging for refuse in the city dumps. 

In the cities there is a small 
middle class, politically inarticulate 
and completely dependent on the upper 
class f o r  jobs. 

The upper class constitutes a very 
small sector of the population. It owns 
and controls the means of production -- 
the land and the factories. The state op- 
erates as nothing but a machine to pro- 
tect and defend their interests. 

The upper class maintains its grip 
through violence. Our armies have no oth- 
er reason for existence. Relations with 
neighboring countries have been friendly 
for a long, long time; nevertheless our 
armed forces keep piling up tanks, jet 
planes and all sorts of heavy equipment 
whose guns are aimed at our own people. 
The army is used to crush any workers' 
strike, any student demonstration, any 
hunger march sometimes engaged in out of 
sheer desperation. 

The Colombian people have tradi- 
tionally paid allegiance to two political 
parties: the Liberals and the Conserva- 
tives. Both parties include elements of 

all social classes; and both parties are 
controlled by the upper class. People join 
one or the other, not out of reasoned con- 
viction but out of tradition: "I will be a 
Conservative because my parents and my 
grandparents were Conservatives." 

Outside of this two-party setup, no 
other significant political party exists. 
The Colombian Communist party has never 
gained wide acceptance among the Colombian 
masses in its thirty-odd years of exis- 
tence. In Medellin, an industrial city of 
more than 7OO,OOO inhabitants, for in- 
stance, the CP does not have more than 200 
militants. Rather than a real party it is 
a Moscow-oriented organization of bureau- 
crats given to a yearly trip to the USSR. 

lawyer named Jorge Elihcer Gaitan had be- 
come a popular political figure. Because 
of his strong leftist ideology, he gained 
immense support among the Colombian masses. 
GaitAn worked within the Liberal party, 
but he was for socialism; and when one 
reads his speeches there is no doubt that 
he meant business. 

power, refused to support GaitAn as a can- 
didate for the presidential elections of 
1946. But GaitBn's following was so strong 
that he decided to run on his own. This 
caused a split in the Liberal party. The 
Conservative party took advantage of the 
opening to run a wealthy candidate, Mari- 
ano Ospina Pdrez. Thanks to the divided 
opposition, Ospina P6rez won the presiden- 
tial elections in 1946; but the masses 
rallied behind GaitBn. The upper class be- 
came frightened. 

By the early 1940's a brilliant 

The Liberal party, which was in 

In order to stop Gaittin in the next 
elections, Ospina Pdrez unleashed a wave 
of violence against the rural population. 
This witch-hunt brought death to more than 
3OO,OOO peasants over a period of ten 
years, becoming known in Colombia as "La 
Violencia"; one of the darkest periods in 
our history. 

One year after the terror started, 
GaitBn was denouncing it in the main cities 
with such effectiveness that the govern- 
ment engineered his assassination on 
April 9, 1948. GaitBn's death touched off 
a violent reaction among the masses. Street 
fighting flared throughout the country. For 
several days virtual civil war raged in 
BogotB. The stores and buildings in the 
main streets were completely destroyed. 

Unfortunately the rage of the mas- 
ses was a blind force hitting here and 
there but lacking leadership; and the up- 
rising ran its course. The Conservative 



party was able t o  r e t a in  power. 

New presidential  elections were t o  
be held i n  1950. The Conservative party, 
conscious of  i t s  minority position, kept 
up the t e r ro r ,  and i ts  candidate, Laure- 
an0 G6mez, was elected w i t h  the absten- 
t i on  of the Liberal party. 

The peasants were forced t o  f l ee  and seek 
refuge i n  the jungles. The victims were 
always peasants, whether Liberals o r  Con- 
servatives. They organized into armed 
bands and fought each other w i t h  a cruel- 
t y  beyond bel ief .  People were slaughtered 
by the hundreds i n  a single area; t he i r  
bodies cut t o  pieces, women raped in the 
presence o f  t he i r  re la t ives  and then mur- 
dered. "he r ivers  o f  Colombia ran w i t h  
human blood and bodies. 

G6mez increased the repression. 

Things became s o  bad tha t  the gov- 
ernment l o s t  a l l  support save the support 
of brute force, and brute force turned 
against it. G6mez was deposed on June 13, 
1953. "he new dic ta tor ,  a general by the 
name of Rojas P in i l l a ,  w a s  regarded hope- 
f u l l y  by the people, who thought tha t  
peace m i g h t  come a t  l a s t .  Most of the 
peasants gave up the i r  arms, thinking 
tha t  P in i l l a  was an honest m a n .  

They were mistaken; he proved t o  
be a corrupt mili tary figure interested 
only i n  enriching himself and h i s  cronies. 
Violence erupted a l l  over again. 

During t h i s  period the Communist 
party played i t s  only important role .  It 
organized some peasant guer r i l l as ,  who 
gained strength in the southern part  of 
the country, an area tha t  l a t e r  came t o  
be known as the peasant republics (Mar- 
quetalia Guayabero, E l  Pato, Rio  Chiqui- 
t o ,  e tc . ) .  But these guer r i l l as  were not 
organized as the embryo of a future popu- 
l a r  army aiming a t  taking power, but as 
units of self-defense kept i n  isolation. 
This strategy proved t o  be disastrous and 
the peasant republics were liquidated. 

corrupt that  the upper classes had t o  get 
r i d  of h i m ;  and i n  1957 they organized a 
nationwide protest  by keeping a l l  banks, 
factor ies  and s tores  closed. P in i l la ,  a 
man without principles,  f led  the country; 
and Colombia has been ruled, o r  ra ther  
misruled ever since by a coal i t ion of the 
two t rad i t iona l  par t ies .  

This coal i t ion,  called the "Frente 
Nacional" (National Front), represents 
and defends the in te res t s  of the upper 
classes and American investors. A s  such 
i t s  in te res t s  are not those of the major- 
i t y  of the Colombian populace. They have 
tried everything f r o ' m  the Peace Corps t o  
the Alliance f o r  Progress and "industri- 
a l izat ion" programs, a l l  t o  no avail .  5 e  
Colombian masses are hungrier and poorer 

P i n i l l a ' s  government became s o  

than ever. The economy i s  unable t o  expand 
as  f a s t  as  the population. 

Declining prices f o r  coffee (our 
main export) have decreased the income from 
abroad. Our natural resources l ike  gold, 
o i l ,  platinum, are i n  the hands of American 
companies tha t  pay l i t t l e  o r  nothing f o r  
what they take out. The mili tary budget i s  
a giant burden on the national income and 
things go from bad t o  worse. 

f rustrat ion,  the masses look more and more 
t o  the Cuban example. 'Phe American govern- 
ment and i t s  Latin-American puppets manip- 
ulate a l l  the main media of communication 
(press, radio, TV) t o  d i s to r t  and f a l s i f y  
the t r u t h  about the Cuban revolution; bu t  
even so ,  not everyone has been fooled. A 
number of Colombians have come t o  believe 
tha t  the only way the masses can achieve 
po l i t i ca l  power and open up the possibi l i ty  
of  carrying out a program in the i r  own in- 
t e r e s t s  i s  through armed insurrection. They 
have come t o  the view tha t  under the objec- 
t ive  conditions, the best way t o  get t h i s  
type of insurrection s tar ted is  through 
armed struggle i n  the hinterlands --. guer- 
r i l l a  warfare. 

Several attempts have been made i n  
t h i s  direction. In the ear ly  s ix t i e s ,  the 
student leader Larrota t r i ed  t o  join the 
peasant bands i n  western Colombia. He was 
murdered before he could accomplish any- 
thing. Tulio Bayer, a physician, directed 
a guer r i l l a  f ront  in the Eastern Plains;; 
but t h i s  front collapsed, too. Likewise i n  
the ear ly  s ix t i e s  a group, s p l i t t i n g  from 
the Communist party, decided t o  develop a 
f ront  i n  the northern par t  of the country. 
"he leaders of t h i s  group, Fabio Vgsquez 
CastaEo and Victor Medina M o r h ,  organized 
the Frente Guerrillero Jose Antonio G a l h  
which "opened f i r e "  on January 7, 1965, by 
attacking the police s ta t ion  In  the town 
of  Simacota. "he Colombian Communist party 
openly c r i t i c ized  and opposed t h i s  move- 
ment, holding tha t  guer r i l l a  t ac t i c s  was a 
game f o r  adventurers and provocateurs. Ac- 
cording t o  t he i r  view it was necessary t o  
build a strong party and play the electoral  
game. 

Vgsquez and Mor6n kept up t h e i r  
fight wi th  minor skirmishes here and there. 
!bey got a r ea l  boost when Father Camilo 
Torres, a Catholic p r i e s t  who had been 
very active po l i t i ca l ly  in previous months 
and who enjoyed tremendous popularity among 
the students and c i t y  workers, decided t o  
join the ELN (Army of National Liberation, 
the group headed by VBsquez). 

time a t  the end of 1965 and from the moun- 
ta ins  sent a message t o  the Colombian peo- 
ple t e l l i ng  them tha t  he had joined the 
guerr i l las  because he was convinced tha t  
it was the only way t o  gain po l i t i ca l  power 
and carry out the radical reforms that  

In t h i s  panorama of poverty and 

Camilo Torres joined the ELN some- 
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Colombian society so badly needs. 

ernment. Up to then the government had 
referred to the guerrillasasbandits and 
assassins. But now it was different. The 
Colombian people knew Camilo Torres very 
well. They knew that he was a Catholic 
priest, who had studied sociology in Eu- 
rope, and that he had been the chaplain 
of the National University until he de- 
cided to leave the priesthood and join 
the political struggle. 

Unfortunately Camilo Torres was 
killed in an ambush a few months later on 
February 15, 1966. According to the of- 
ficial account, an army patrol, deep in 
the jungle looking for guerrillas, was 
suddenly machine-gunned and several sol- 
diers were killed o r  wounded. When the 
guerrillas moved in to take the dead sol- 
diers' weapons, a wounded sergeant 
macnine-gunned them, killing Camilo Tor- 
res and several others. 

This was a hard blow to the gov- 

The death of this priest-guerrilla 
was a big victory for the government and 
a blow to the guerrilla forces which had 
placed big hopes in him as a leader. But 
the movement did not collapse. The sur- 
vivors regrouped and went on organizing. 
Later on they opened a second front which 
they called the Frente Camilo Torres. 

The ELN has been very active ever 
since, and their latest activities indi- 
cate that they have grown in strength 
both in manpower and ... firepower. At the 
end of February, the ELN attacked the 
town of Vijagual on the Magdalena River. 
They killed several soldiers, wounded 
others, and took all the weapons with 
them after explaining to the local civil- 
ian population what the revolution was 
about. In March they ambushed a payroll 
train, derailing it with dynamite and 
gunning the troops from both sides of the 
tracks. The guerrillas fled without a 
single casualty on their side and with 
considerable acquisitions in weapons and 
money. 

In the souqhern part of Colombia, 
meanwhile, the survivors of the peasant 
republics reorganized themselves and formed 
the FAR (Revolutionary Armed Forces) under 
the leadership of Comandante Manuel Maru- 
landa %lee, a veteran guerrilla from the 
time of "La Violencia." This must be a 
heavily armed and well-or anized group be- 
cause the Colombian army $which is well- 
equipped and trained under American super- 
vision) has been unable to bring them under 
control despite massive efforts to hunt 
them down. The relationship of this south- 
ern bloc to the Colombian Communist; party 
is not very clear at present. 

It seems that there was a break af- 
ter the peasant republics were crushed and 
that now the guerrillas plan to follow a 
line of active insurrection contrary to 
the "peaceful coexistence" line of the CP. 

The action of the two guerrilla 
-fronts has compelled the government to 
keep the country in a state of siege, and 
to launch a huge military operation to an- 
nihilate the guerrillas. But this may 
prove to be a very difficult if not impos- 
sible task. The Colombian guerrillas are 
now veteran fighters with deep, deep roots 
among the local population, and the Colom- 
bian masses are beginning to see in the 
guerrillas their liberators from the cor- 
rupt oligarchy. 

strength and the machine politicians are 
losing in popularity. In a country with 
7,OOO,OOO potential voters, only forty 
percent went to the polls in the 1962 
presidential elections and only thirty-six 
percent in 1966. The current president, 
Carlos Lleras Restrepo, received a little 
more than 1,000,000 votes. He travels un- 
der heavy guard. A few months ago when he 
visited the National University accompa- 
nied by one of the Rockefellers, the stu- 
dents greeted them with bricks, stones, 
tomatoes and eggs and shouts of ''Down with 
the government! " and "Long live the guer- 
rillas ! I' 

The guerrillas are growing in 

COLOMBIAN -_ GUERRILLAS SUPPORT CASTRO~S MARCH 13 SPEECH 

CThe Ejhrcito de Liberaci6n Nacio- Committee of the Cuban Communist party is 
nal (National Liberation Army), the Co- as follows.1 
lombian guerrilla force, issued a strong 
statement in support of Fidel Castro's * * *  
stand urging revolutionists in Latin 
America to go ahead and make the revolu- 
tion and not be dissuaded from it by 
those who want to follow a line of class 
collaboration or "peaceful coexistence." ploitation. 

After more than a century of domi- 
sued by the Colombian guerrillas, as pub- nation by the bourgeoisie, our peoples are 
lished in the April 2 English edition of still living at the lowest levels of civi- 
Granma, the official organ of the Central lization, with ignorance and backwardness 

With the exception of Cuba, every 
Latin-American country today presents the 
same picture of hunger, poverty and ex- 

CThe text of the declaration is- 
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rampant. This landowning bourgeois class, 
incapable of creation, living off the 
dispossessed (almost enslaved) masses, 
always tagging along in the wake of the 
European and United States bourgeoisie, 
t ~ n i n g  us over lock, stock and barrel to 
the power of Yankee monopoly interests, 
today faces only decline. This Latin- 
American bourgeoisie can no longer con- 
tinue deceiving the peoples as it did in 
the past when it paraded as the champion 
of freedom and democracy. 

For awareness of what must be done 
has awakened the peoples of the Americas. 

Millions of human beings have had 
their eyes opened. IPhe picture is clear: 
Miserable wages, which leave the worker 
and his family starving; tumble-down, un- 
sanitary shacks, places of suffering 
rather than shelter; backwardness, with 
no possibility of escape; in short, the 
absence of any chance for a decent future. 
These are the conditions offered by the 
bourgeoisie in exchange for the riches 
produced by the millions who face death 
from hunger or  malnutrition, those mil- 
lions of Latin America's sons, of our 
brothers throughout the Americas. 

The small farmer of Latin America 
is doomed to perpetual misery. He ekes 
out only a starvation existence from his 
tiny parcel of land. He is condemned to 
waste away from disease, neglected com- 
pletely by the grasping landowning class. 

Along with the exploitation by the 
bourgeoisie, the tentacles of imperialism 
have been strangling Latin America, mak- 
i n g  the continent its captive, the easy, 
defenseless prey of the imperialist mon- 
opolie s . 

The enormous natural resources de- 
posited in our earth, which could insure 
our economic development if placed in the 
hands of the people, are instead ruth- 
lessly wrested from us without the 
slightest qualms. Chilean copper, Vene- 
zuelan iron and petroleum, Bolivian tin, 
and our own Colombian oil and platinum; 
all these riches of our continent are ex- 
tracted from our soil at the cost of 
blood and sweat, benefiting the true own- 
ers of that wealth not at all, but rather 
causing them growing suffering and pover- 
ty. 

When the products of the country- 
side such as coffee, sugar and bananas 
are not used to feed our own people, but 
placed in the hands of Yankee imperial- 
ists, they mean economic ruin and starva- 
tion. The Latin-American bourgeoisie and 
Yankee imperialism are growing rich off 
the hunger and poverty of the millions of 
people of the Americas. And they resort 
to any and all means to perpetuate this 
regime of exploitation: from sham assis- 
tance programs to the massacre of workers 

and farmers. And if all else fails, there 
is always the armed intervention of impe- 
rialism. 

First they trot out "economic as- 
sistance" programs, and when these are un- 
masked for what they are -- subtle means 
of economic domination -- something more 
refined but just as hypocritical is brought 
forth: the Alliance for Progress. And the 
Latin-American bourgeoisie bows shameless- 
ly to the new commands from its imperialist 
masters. And since such fables serve this 
exploiting class as well, the bourgeoisie 
plots right along with the imperialists, 
proclaiming changes and reforms bedecked 
with democratic trappings. 

But the situation does not improve; 
it grows worse for the peoples o f  Latin 
America. The crumbs which the imperialists 
offer in an attempt to quiet the peoples 
cannot hold back their discontent. 

The most reactionary sectors of the 
oligarchies come to power, and military 
gorillas or new-style civilian strongmen 
appear in those countries where imperial- 
ism is attempting to oppress the people 
through force. Repression is on the in- 
crease and the constant threat of armed 
intervention hovers over such countries. 

And this has unleashefi a revolution- 
ary wave. As oppression becomes more ruth- 
less, the peoples become more revolution- 
ary. And to fight in a revolutionary way 
does not consist in bending before Yankee 
might, but rather facing up to fighting 
and defeating it. 

Even before this situation became 
quite as clear as it is today, the heroic 
Cuban people threw off the same yoke that 
weighs down upon the rest of America. The 
triumph of the Cuban Revolution, its ex- 
ample and historic significance, marked 
the beginning of a new stage in the strug- 
gle: this time the decisive stage. For the 
Cuban Revolution has brought new fighting 
methods to the revolutionary struggle in 
the Americas. 

And the awakening of the peoples 
which began with the Cuban Revolution is 
now manifest in other nations. 

In Colombia, a nation with a tradi- 
tion of struggle going back many years, 
revolutionary experience has crystallized 
into revolutionary armed struggle. 

This new concept has come to the 
fore as a burning need of the people: the 
need to organize themselves and destroy 
the power of the exploiters. 

came into being as a direct product of 
this need, as a force prepared to carry on 
revolutionary warfare until final victory. 
We believe this to be the correct path, 

The National Liberation Army (ELN) 
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and therefore follow it and proclaim it 
to our people. 

has confirmed our views. 
Our experience, our  own growth, 

In Guatemala, as a result of the 
conditions forced upon the people by the 
oligarchy and imperialism, the popular 
revolutionary forces have created the FAR 
(Rebel Armed Forces), which has success- 
fully advanced the armed struggle and day 
by day continues to hit hard against the 
reactionary troops. 

Forces of National Liberation), under 
the leadership of Comrade Douglas Bravo, 
and the MIR (Movement of the Revolution- 
ary Left) have advanced greatly, basing 
themselves on a correct conception of 
revolutionary struggle, truly prepared to 
wage an armed struggle for the liberation 
of Venezuela. 

And in other countries as well, 
revolutionary movements have shaken off 
temporary difficulties which hampered 
them and have today launched their revo- 
lutionary armed fight. 

ready for the great armed struggle of 
liberation, a battle to be waged against 
the exploitation of the oligarchies and 
imperialist domination. 

Imperialism, of comse, will not 
let itself be taken off guard. Prepara- 
tions are being made to savagely suppress 
the people's liberation movement. The 
Inter-American Defense Council and the 
Inter-American Peace Force are instru- 
ments of aggression being prepared by the 
imperialists for use against the peoples 
of the Americas. 

campaign by uniting all truly revolution- 
ary movements. But such unity must be 
sought on a solid basis, on the basis of 
the stand each takes against imperialism. 

And the o n l y  correct stand to take 
against the imperialists is that of being 

In Venezuela the FALN (Armed 

An entire continent is making 

Revolutionaries must answer this 

prepared to fight, to confront the enemy 
with arms. 

against the enemies of the people with 
weapons in our hands, and who are deter- 
mined not to relinquish our weapons until 
final and decisive victory is ours ,  will 
always stand beside true revolutionaries, 
those who in Guatemala, Venezuela or any 
other country are making a positive con- 
tributAon to the liberation of the Ameri- 
cas. We consider such men our  true com- 
rades-in-arms and we declare our  most fer- 
vent solidarity with them. 

We, of the ELN, who are fighting 

The revolutionary situation in the 
continent is forcing the oligarchies into 
their final critical stage. The oligarchies 
seek a way out of this crisis by turning to 
groups which might possibly give them a 
democratic fagade, an appearance of inde- 
pendence from Yankee domination. In such 
maneuvers they have even asked for econom- 
ic assistance from countries of the social- 
ist camp. 

We feel that any aid whatsoever from 
the socialist camp for countries such as 
Colombia -- where aid is projected for 
Lleras Restrepo's ruling oligarchy -- will 
only serve to give those in power more re- 
sources with which to crush the revolution- 
ary struggle. This is hardly a consequent 
[consistent] way to help oppressed peoples 
win their liberation from the exploiting 
oligarchies and imperialist domination. 

Consequent with our position and 
revolutionary concepts, we consider that 
the position adopted by the Revolutionary 
Government of Cuba, as expressed by Major 
Fidel Castro on March 13, to be correct 
and appropriate. Moreover, we consider 
those statements concerning revolutionary 
tactics and strategy, as well as the gen- 
eral position of Revolutionary Cuba in re- 
lation to revolutionary struggle in the 
Americas to be quite correct. We also be- 
lieve that the Cuban Revolution has every 
right to unmask its detractors, as well as 
those who pass themselves off as a revo- 
lutionary party. 

PHILIPPINE GUERRILLAS GAINING IN S'PRENG'M 

Reports continue to come from Manila on the revival of the People's Liberation 
Army CHukbong Mapa alaya Nang Bayan -- "Huks"1. The latest is a special dispatch to 
the New York TimesYApril 161 according to which the intelligence service of the puppet 
government of the Philippines estimates that more than 26,000 peasants support it, 
nearly half its previous top strength. The same source declares that the Huks have 1,000 
"political" members and an armed fighting force of 156 regular troops and 136 part-time 
guerrillas. 

!The movement was thought to have been "liquidated," but the incapacity of the 
regime to ameliorate the country's bitter poverty and other ills is serving to renew 
the movement that beganla the form of resistance to the Japanese occupation. 
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