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"BLACK POWER" -~ A GIANT STEP FORWARD

The Meredith March in Mississippi came to an end June 26
with what was for Jackson, the capital of the state, a giant rally
of some 15,000 singing, shouting demonstrators. This successful
conclusion to the march that began June 6, when the lone James
Meredith was ambushed, turned out, however, to be but a curtain
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raiser for a new development of enormous importance in the American
political scene. : .

All the organizations primarily involved in the Negro strug-
gle for civil rights and equality had rushed contingents, including
some of their most prominent leaders, to resume the march begun by
Meredith. During the long days walking in the sun, they discussed
the major issues facing their movement, particularly the acute prob-
lem of ways and means to achieve their goals. The constant harrass-
ment of the marchers by local police and white racists lent special
point, and urgency to the discussion. Daily television coverage
brought the debate into the homes of Americans from coast to coast.

~ The end result was the explosive spread of a new slogaﬁ -
black power. ‘ Y

The concept is relatively simple. It involves (1) the right
to self-defense against the physical assaults of the racists;
(2) the necessity for the Negro people to assert their potential
political strength under their own leadership; (3) the necessity to
exercise this strength independently of the two-party system and,
if need by, against it. ‘

The concept involves a rupture with the "nonviolent" Gandhist
prescription (although it does not mean advocacy of violence). It
signifies breaking the political strings held by white liberals who
have been a major source of financial support for the traditional
organizations (it does not mean rejection of white participation in
the struggle or "racism in reverse'"). It offers a sharp challenge to
the Democratic party (while still far from organization of an inde-
pendent political formation on a nationwide scale). It places a huge
question mark over trying to legislate meaningful reforms into the
present system (without as yet posing the need to turn to revolu-
tionary methods and a revolutionary program).

One of its most significant aspects is its opposition to
the war in Vietnam. It notes the hypocrisy of purportedly export-
ing democracy to Vietnam while democracy is still nonexistent in
the South; and of sending troops across the Pacific .under pretense
of defending the democratic rights of the south Vietnamese when the
Johnson administration does not even offer federal protection for
Negroes inside the United States. It stresses in particular the
Xrime of sending Negroes to fight against the colored peoples of

sia. , - - : ,

The spread of the slogan of black power is occurring at
breathtaking speed even by American standards. It had already come
to the fore in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee in lMay
with the defeat of John Lewis as chairman and the election of -
Stokely Carmichael. It was the key issue at the twenty-third annual
convention of the Congress of Racial Equality which opened July 1 =
in Baltimore. And it was the. key issue at the fifty-seventh annual
convention of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People which opened July 5 in Los Angeles. The CORE adopted
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the slogdn amid very militant speeches.. The ‘conservative middle-
class leadership of the NAACP rejected it amid dire forecasts that
it meant "black death." (The decline in membership of the NAACP, -
however, would seem to indicate that the Roy Wilkins leadership may .
wither on the vine if-it continues to stay out of touch .with the - .7
current mood among the Negro masses.)

_ The hlgh command Of the Democratlc party has moblllzed as - 1f,
it were facing a fresh focal center of colonial revolt. Senator ;
Robert ‘F. Kemnedy opened the.attack June 30 -with a statement that L
the slogan of black power "could be damaglng not.- only to the c1v11'
rights: movement but to the- country B s - L

Kennedy went further "But 1t also 1ndlcates a spllt w1th1n ,
the Negro leadership and I think it also demonstrates that there is
a militant group of :Negroes::who are not anxious to work w1th the
white:icommunity to try to find answers. to these problems S

The Democratic party leaders are mountlng thelr attack along
the lines. 1ndlcated by Kennedy. They are charging that black power
is racism in reverse and “that.it signifies a "go it alone" philosophy
and rejection :of help from whltes concerned about 01v1l llbertles e
and Negro-:equality. . B PR R v N

Johnson sent no one less than Vice-President Hubert Humphrey
to press - -this line at the NAACP convention. In a speech July © this
liberal Democrat-who has made a spectacle of himself,bellyecrawlingf
before Johnson 'in hope -of again being named vice=president in 1968,
said: "And we: must reject calls for racism, whether they come from :
a throat that is whlte or‘one that is black " : , R

wwth such demagoglc arguments (and also the use of flnanClal-

contributions), the Democrats are trying to bolster the most con-
servative wing of the civil-rights movement, split it down the
middle and isolate . such militant leaders as Stokely Carmichael,
Floyd B. McKissick and Mrs. Farnnie Lou Hamer who have shot over-
night into national prominence and who are threatenlng to displace
the old, well-housebroken leadershlp who enaoy belng patted on the
head by the - llberal Democrats.w:r - . o , ,

The Rev,.Dr.oMartln Luther—King Jr. 1s wrlthlng in. the mlddle.
He is doing some mighty powerful preaching in behalf of . '"nonvio-_.
lence." At the same time he realizes that this no longer goes over.
On July 8 hé announced that he is considering organizing a wave of
civil disobedience: demonstrations,. "We'll use something that avoids..
violence, but becomes mllltant and extreme enough to dlsrupt the . -
flow of a city. "; e . e T e

--He : seemed to:-have in. mind such things as.masses..of people
lying: down on. & hlghway to - stop traffic, or 31t-down demonstrations,.
by unemployed  workers at- 01ty halls. He admitted that only:a. few ...
months iago he-felt.-that such actlons should ‘be. used sparlngly,.lf_r.
at all. e ne . et
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His remarks clearly revealed the pressures he is feeling. :
"When they [public officials] drain the steam-out of the nonviolent
movement and give no: concessions, they are planting the seeds for a
Watts-1like situation....Théy have mastered that art in the North.
They'll let you march all summer and not give you one thing."

King cited the case of Chicago's Mayor Richard J. Daley, who
promises to end the slums but who does nothing concrete. "He's just
trying to stay-ahead: of us just enough to take the. steam out of the
movement. But he fails to understand that if gains are not made and
made in a hurry through responsible civil rights organizations, it
will open the door to militant groups to gain a foothold -- and
those that have tried to be responsible will be driven to more
irresponsible deeds and words." S '

He complainedlthat."Industr&’is playing games with us. Even
a long-standing ally like labor tolerates building trades unions
that won't allow Negroes in them."

If Negroes had made genuine rather than "superficial prog-
ress, he said, there would not be a black power movement or a danger
of violence by Negroes. "But now people have to understand that the
choice is no longer between nice little meetings or nonviolence. It
is between militant nonviolence and riots.”

'King's dilemma’ is a measure of the shift that has occurred =
in the thinking of the: Negro people. He is already being left behind:
and the movement begun by the martyred Malcolm X has suddenly taken:c
a giant step forward. This can now greatly alter the American poli-
tical scene, opening up new perspectives that will have inevitable .=
international repercussions, particularly in connection with such
imperialist operations as the war in Vietnam. : ’ '

 MEMO FOR A COMING WAR CRIMINAL TRIAL

The bombing of Hanoi and Haiphong June 29 was decided on
personally by President Johnson in dictatorial fashion. In a speech
the following day that reached a level of cynicism rare even feor
him, he sought to face down the universal condemnation voiced
throughout the world. — ~ - : R

- Johnson claimed 'he was fighting the concept that "might makes:
right" and that he was given a mandate in the 1964 election to wage
war on north Vietnam. Others can advise or criticize, "But there is
only one that was chosen by the American people to decide.”

Johnson won the election not because he said he could put
over Goldwater's warmongering program better than Goldwater. Just
the opposite. Heé said, for instance, that "we are not going North
and we are not going South” and that he "knew of no plans that have
been made'" to escalate the war in Vietnam. f
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- JOHNSON'S CALCULATIONS IN BOMBING HANOI AND HAIPHONG

By Dick Roberts

‘The official reason why the Johnson administration began
heavy - bomblng of the oil-storage depots in Hanoi and Haiphong
June 20 is that "infiltration" by north Vietnamese troops into south
Vietnam had greatly increased in recent weeks. This position was
maintained by Defense Secretary Robert McNamara in a press con-
ference held the day the bombings began.

McNamara contended that "enemy truck movement to South Viet-
nam has doubled during the first five months of 1966, compared to
the same period in 1965" and the "rate of infiltration [isl] about
4,500 a month."

Even at faoe value, these flgures are not very convincing.
The 4,500 figure is not new. McNamara gave it at least twice earlier
this year: first, at the culmination of the "peace offensive" in
January when Johnson ordered renewed bombing of north Vietnam; and,
second, in his Chamber of Commerce speech May 2, when he promised
the huge increases in U .S, troop commltments Whlch have subsequently
been Sent to Vletnam ‘

As to doubllng the rate of truck movements it need only be
commented, comparing the same periods, that U.S. troop commitment
had increased.almost tenfold; that the bombing of south Vietnam
had increased five times; and that the bombing of north Vietnam had
tripled ~- before the 01l—storage depot attacks.

Very few observers, 1f ‘any, have 'accepted lMcNamara's conten-
‘tion that the main or even an ‘important determinant of. the June 29
decision was increased north Vietnamese troop movements. But the
question of what really lay behind Washington's drastic escalation
of the war is one that is of paramount interest to most people,
and not Just to war orltlcs alone L

. A‘glance at the leadlng American newspapers shows that
concern about Johnson's decision is deep-going even among those
who generally support the war. The New York Times and the Wall®
Street Journal, for example, devoted considerable attention n to the
bombing de0181on -- and the conclusion about its causes that these
two newspapers came up with is quite different from the one lMcNemara
gave in his press conference.

‘In the first place, it was w1de1y noted that the bombing of
Haiphong and Hanoi marked a turning point in Washington's tactics
that goes far beyond the initial steps of destroying these oil-
storage tanks. The New York Times treated this question in its main
editorial July 3:

"The policies now being followed were those advocated in
essence, by Senator Goldwater in the 1964 campaign and criticized
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at that time by Mr. Johnson. The once strong emphasis on; negoti-
ations has faded. It appears illogical to escalate the war, as the
United States is doing steadily, and still expect the North Viet-
namese and Vietcong to 'negotiate.'

"Another change that now requires notice," the New York
Times continued, "is the -shift in emphasis from a war whose main
objective was the containment of Communist China to a war aimed .
almost exclusively at the military defeat of North Vletnam and the
Vietcong. : L

"There is an obvious calculation that Peking will not move,
Jjust as there has been all along a belief that Mcoscow would not
fight for Hanoi. President Johnson now seems assured that the war.
can be fought and won exclusively in South and North Vietnam. .

According to the New York Times, therefore, the bombings
marked a shift to the all-out war concept long. advocated by the
Pentdgon and supported by Barry Goldwater in the 1964 elections --
a concept that leaves llttle room for a negotlated settlement short.
of surrender . :

CAnd, accordlng to the Tlmes, the bomblngs showed that . for
the tlme belng, at least, Washington is confident that neither the
Soviet Union nor China w111 enter the war; and it is this "calcu-
lation" that is the main reason. why Johnson made the bombing deci-
sion at thls tlme.‘- -

The two conclu81ons set forth by the New York Times about
Washington's policy were corroborated by. members of the newspaper -
staff who attended various "high-level" press “briefings in Washlngton'
during the week the bombing began, or who were privy to other inside
sources. Arthur Krock, the Times' senior correspondent in Washlngton,
devoted a oolumn to the subgeot June 29 :

Krock addressed hlmself to the questlon of why Presldent
Johnson had chosen to reveal the bombing intentions in a press
conference June 18, ten days before they actually took place [see
World Cutlook July 11. "Was the President's purpose...to prepare
the American people and those of friendly nations for the attack,
thereby softening the impact of the policy change?" Krock asked,
or, "was the purpose also, or only, to_assure lMoscow. and Peklng in
advance that the attack -on the facilities did not represent &
change of policy to unlimited war?" (Emphasis added.)

Krock inclined toward the second answer. "The mere ritual
denunciation. of the attack by the Soviet Union," he pointed out,
"suggests that if this was the objective of the caveat 1t was
comprehended and accepted " . :

The opinion that Johnson had made the early statement in
order to warn the American people and their allies could be rejected,
Krock believed, because the reasons for the policy shift of bombing
Hanoi and: Halphong were. known long beforehand both to leadlng
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Democrats and Republioans‘and to Washington's main'allies abroad.

"There is- another speculative assignment here for its S
timing," Krock then added. "This is that the internal troubles of
the Peking Government have removed any risk there may ever have
been of a military response." (Emphasis added')

To other Washington journalists, the 1mportance of the
Chinese and Soviet responses, the internal fighting between them,
and the wave of purges in China - were not speculative matters in
determining Johnson's move. ’ :

Wall Street Journal staff reporter Phllip Geyelin reported
June 30, "Much more than practical military need was involved in
the dec1s1on, which has been the subject of intense deliberation
for weeks.... To the experts, Hanoi looks to be increasingly
isolated from its big Red patrons, Russia and Communist China, as
these two concentrate increasingly on their own quarrel and the
Chinese are convulsed ‘by purges and 1nternal strains "

New York Times Washington correspondent Max Frankel, who =i
possibly attended the same brlefing as Geyelin, spelled out the
influence of Moscow and Peking's response (or lack of it) in greater
detail. "Strains between the Communist nations and a great political
upheaval in Communist China," Frankel reported in the May 30 New
York Times, "have encouraged tne Administration to 1ntenSify its .
pressure. - . o

"Far from uniting in supportffor a Communist ally," Frankel
continues, "Moscow and Peking have been quarrelling more and more
about which is to blameé for North Vietnam's unhappy predicament and
for the ineffectiveness of Soviet and Chinese help."

And it is not only the polemical exchanges between Moscow
and Peking which are carefully watched in Washington: "The Soviet
Union has taken pains all along to emphasize that it is supplying
only 'defensive' weapons to North Vietnam. These have not proved
an effective deterrent to American air assaults."” (Emphasis added. )

"More effective for a time," Frankel then explained, "was
the memory of Chinese intervention in the Korean war 16 years ago.
In deference to the huge Chinese Arimy, Washington has repeatedly.
disavowed any desire to conquer or destroy North Vietnam. To prove
its point, it has long spared Hanoi and Haiphong, has tried to
stay away from civilian targets and from Chinese frontier areas,
and had only gradually expanded the pattern of attack toward the
two main cities.

*"The fear of Chinese intervention has abated here in recent
months, " Frankel concluded, "as Peking has apparently toned down -
its ambiguously worded threats of last year and has spoken more and
more of the need for the North Vietnamese to stand on their own
feet. " (Empha51s added )
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- But Washington can never be absolutely certain that the ,
Soviet and Chinese leaders will refrain from defending north Vietnam
indefinitely. Each step of the U.S. escalation serves as a further
test of Moscow and: Peking's resolve. Besides being a significant
step towards greater destruction of north Vietnamese material
resources, the present bombing attack was also -- and perhaps mainly --
a test of Soviet and Chinese policy.

Three large air bases capable of landing jet fighters are
known to be in the vicinity of Hanoi and Haiphong. "North Vietnam's
first reaction to the raids today," Frankel continued in the June 30
analysis, "was viewed here as relatively restrained. Some officials
had believed that the best of its Soviet and Chinese-built air
force had been committed to' the defense of Hanoi. The absence of .a
serious challenge was taken as a sign that Hanoi feels itself
isolated and unsure of more.aid..."

Washington's "calculation" which lay behind the.decision to
bomb Haiphong and Hanoi, therefore, had two sides to it: One was
the decision that the Soviet and Chinese leadership would not
respond; the other was the decision that this failure to respond
would set the stage for a sweeping escalation of the war against
. Vietnam. B . o : -

It was clearly the second side of the reasoning which led
the New York Times to the conclusion cited earlier that a new stage
of the war had been opened. The bombings of oil-storage depots are
only a preliminary step. Once begun, the Pentagon's plan is to
continue escalation until -- stopped. ' :

: - New York Times reporter William Beecher reported the .
Pentagon's viewpoint as of the first day of bombing, June 29: "Even
as black smoke rose over Hanoi and Haiphong after today's air
strikes on petroleum installations," Beecher wrote, "top military
men at the Pentagon were looking toward further escalation- of the
war effort." (New York Times, June 3%0.) - : el

Beecher lisféd the.following immediate steps on the Pentagon's
agenda:

S -”Cloéing of the harbor at Haiphong. It is estimated that
two-thirds of North Vietnam's imports, including 95 percent of its
oil, pass through Haiphong.. . o -

. "Destruction of the three largest jet airfields in the Hanoi-
Haiphong area. Most of North Vietnam's 70 MIG fighters and 12
I1-28 bombers are based on those fields... ' -

L "Bombing of power plants and industrial installations. High
on: the list would be the Thainguyen steel plant, about 35 miles
~morth- of Hanoi..." e

Beééhef also took note of the reasoﬁ;Wh& JohnSon had not
bombed Hanoi earlier, and what the implications of the present move
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were: "For months," he stated, "the:Joint.Chiefs of Staff pressed
for stch assaults.... Their arguments were resisted, however, be-
cgdusé-efithe danger that striking at the heartland of North Vietnam
might cause Communist China to ehter the war in a bigger way, might
force the Soviet Union to step up its material support to Hanoi, and
night'¥Hjure [the United States':reputation throughout the world if
substantial numbers of civilians were killed in the bombing.

"Now that Presidént Johnson has decided to run those risks...,"
Beecher continued, "some key Pentagdn planners feel that, in time,

they may:- be permitted to attack other major military targets in the
formerly off-limits areas."” c

Therefore all eyes in Washington were on the response: Would
Moscow finally alter its policy of "ritual denunciation” and de
facto "peaceful coexistence" wiph- the West? Would Peking cease its
ultrarevolutionary sounding haranglies against Moscow, bid for a
united front against Johnson and actually come to Hanoi's support?
Those were the major questions in the Pentagon war room, and the
answers were duly registered.

New York Times correspondent Peter Grose wired the Soviet
response from Moscow. "About 20 petitions of protest were handed in
yesterday and today at the United States Embassy," Grose reported
July 1. "The petitions, all similar in wording, were brought by
small delegations. There were no threats of large-scale demonstrations,
the [U.S.] official said.”

Grose continued, "To most observers, the initial Soviet
reaction to the Hanoi-Haiphong bombings has been guarded and
reserved -- about.the minimum réquired by the long-standing Soviet
policy of giving the Vietnamese Communists full political support
while remaining aloof from anything approaching military engage-
ments." (Emphasis added.)

Grose also observed in passing, "Enthusiastic offers of
volunteers to fight beside the North Vietnamese, heard in public
meetings in months past, have not been reported now."

Washington was not as confident about Peking's reply. No
official assessment was made until Hanoi and Haiphong had been
pounded with bombs four more days. When hundreds of tons of bonmbs
had produced only one note from Peking, however, Washington was
jubilant. The story made the front page.

"Peking's carefully worded reaction to the bombings of Hanoi
and Haiphong," Max Frankel wrote in the July 6 New York Times, "has
reinforced the Administration's cale¢ulation that China will not
directly intervene in the war at this stage.

"That calculation," Frankel continued, "was supported by
nearly all of President Johnson's ‘principal advisers before he
ordered the attacks." Even the gloomiest Pentagon planners were
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pleased with the results, ‘Frankel reported: "Those who most feared

a Chinese military involvement last year and . those who opposed the
resumption of bombings last February, find little reason to challenge
that judgment now." ' : ,

And Frankel - comes to the crux of the matter: "Far from using
tougher language, the Chinese were found here to have held back
‘even from the language they used in the spring of 1965...This was
the reaction predicted throughout the top levels of the United
States Government. In fact, one of the major purposes of the
intensified bombing was to demonstrate to Hanoili that it must stand
essent%ally alone against increasing American pressure." (Emphasis -
added. » S e C

' THE PROTESTS IN GERMANY AND JAPAN

The shocked protests that swept the world over Johnson's deci-
sion to bomb Hanoi and Haiphong were especially significant in two .
countries -- Germany and Japan. R s

In Munigh, 600 demonstrators appeared at the U.S. consulate,
shouting, "Johnson, murderer!"” S _ S o

A similar demonstration occurred in Stuttgart. One of_ﬁhe
placards depicted American planes loaded with bombs marked, "Made
in Germany." B

g Clashes with police and reactibnafies flared up in both
cities. In Hamburg, where a crowd of 500 tried to break into the
U.S. consulate, the police used fire hoses and clubs. :

In Japan, Johnson's popularity could be gauged by the fact
that when Secretary Dean Rusk landed July 4 at Kyoto, 4,500 police
were on hand to protect him from the crowds and help sneak him along
back roads into town. Some 1,600 police were deployed around Rusk's
hotel to keep the stone throwers out of range. Apparently the head
of the U.S.State Department is a light sleeper and wakes at the
sound - of breaking glass. L

: On- June %0, the Japan Postal Workers Union sent a cable to
Johnson protesting the bombings at Hanoi and Haiphong. The annual
_ convention of the 243,000-member union adopted the message the fol-
‘“lowing day at its opening session. The message expressed fear that
the bombing of Hanoi may lead to a third world war. It urged the
U.S. government to immediately suspend bombing, to withdraw its
troops, and recognize the self-determination of the Vietnamese
people. - s R

The General Council of Trade Unions of Japan (Sohyo) issued
a ‘similar protest and announced that it was calling on all affiliated
unions to hold workshop rallies immediately and to organize protest
actions on a nationwide scale. C ' S e
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TEE*INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK FROM PEKING

By George Novack

The snags encountered by Premier:Chou En-lai during his:
eight-day visit to Bucharest in June, which resulted in a rift with-
the Rumanian leaders, underscore the deepening isolation of China
at 2 time when it is menaced by U.S. militaryaggression and most
in need of solidarity and support from the other:Communist states..” .

The extent of this isolation can be measured by contrastiﬁg
Peking's present international situation with its bright outlook
when Khrushchev fell in October 196%4.

- With the deposing of the first secretary and cheirman of the
Council of Ministers it looked as ‘though Peking had gained a :
smashing victory over its archoppoment and ‘was on the: way to at- - -
taining most of its principal obJjec¢tives ‘in the Sino+Soviet dispute.
Peking had demanded Khrushchev's pélitical headj it had been
chopped off. The Teader of the Russian revisionists had apparently
been repudiated as well as removed. . - Simi '

Cn that very day the Chinese explodea their first nuclear
bomb, a remarkable feat considering the Russian withdrawal Qf nuclear,

military and economic aid in 1961.

L These two events dramatically demonstrated how high Peking's
star had risen while Moscow's- prestigé 'had fallen. S

Mao and his associates doubtless awaited signs of willingness
on the part of Brezhnev and Kosygin to ‘grant substantial concessicns
to their viewpoint. This expectation was reasonable since Peking had
amassed broad backing from a variety of other Communist govermments
and parties, not so much for its policies as for its tactics in Uhe
Sino-Soviet dispute.

For months Moscow had been pressing for an international
conference of Communist parties which would repudiate Peking'se -
positions, condemn its intransigence, and virtually excommunicate o
it from the Communist community. Peking opposed the convening of
such a conference as unwarranted and divisive and insisted that 1t .
be indefinitely postponed. T . R

After dumping Khrushchev, his successors did attempt to
mollify the Chinese by making small overtures and suspending open
polemics. Although they did not alter the policy of peaceful
coexistence in any essential respect, they did have to beat a
retreat at the 19-party meeting in Moscow in March 1965. So many of.
the participants, from the Italians to the Cubans, objected for
diverse reasons to any bans against the Chinese that the Kremlin -
was forced to sbandon the projected type of international conference.
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Despite the absence of the Chinese and their closest allies,
this rebuff to the Soviet leaders was a gain for Peking. The
communiqué that came out of the March meeting did not comply with
any of the Kremlin's key demands, among them a proposal that dog-
matism, not opportunism, be recognized as "the main danger" in
deviating from the correct line. This would have meant shifting the
center of attack from Yugoslavia, the target in 1960, to Peking.

It can now be Seen thaf'this marked the high tide of Chinese
influence in the Communist world between the outbreak of the Sino-
Soviet dispute at the beginning of the 1960's and today.

* %k ok

The turn took place soon after the March 1965 meeting,
beginning with the demonstrations of Chinese and Vietnamese students
before the U.S. embassy in Moscow which was broken up by police
and soldiers. This incident was staged by the Chinese embassy on
orders from Peking in protest ‘against the Kremlin's behind-the-
scenes negotiations on Vietnam with Washington. This action, however
justified by the sluggish Russian reaction to Johnson's bombing of
north Vietnam, was widely construed as a provocation and a deliberate
widening of the breach between the two powers when greater solidar-
ity was in order. o e :

This feeling was confirmed when the Chinese followed up
with vehement accusations that Moscow's guiding line was "Khrush-
chevism without Khrushchev" and that his successors were conspiring
with Washington to sell out north Vietnam and the National Liberation
Front.

Since that time relations between Moscow and Peking have
steadily deteriorated until today they stand farther apart than ever
with no prospect of reconciliation short of direct American assault
upon China's territory. :

Meanwhile Peking has suffered an almost uninterrupted series
of setbacks in the colonial countries. These began with the post-
ponement of the Asian-African Conference scheduled for Algiers in
June 1965 after Ben Bella's overturn by Boumedienne. Peking received
two black marks by its indecent haste in recognizing the new
military regime and then by the nullification of the conference
which it was eagerly promoting with a view to barring Soviet
participation.

The interventions of the Chinese in various of the newly
independent African countries have not met with much success, in
part because of the reverses of the revolutionary struggles on
that continent highlighted by the suppression of the Congo rebels
with the aid of U.S.-Belgian-South African mercenaries. Chinese
representatives have been expelled from several countries (Burundi,
Kenya). By the end of 1965 Peking's influence in Africa had been
largely reduced to the Congo Republic and Tanzania.
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The. most dramatic.blow came at_the end of February 1966
when Nkrumah was. overﬁhrown whlle on hls way to Peklng

In Latln Amerloa, pro Peklng splltofﬁs have been organlzed
from the.oommunist parties in Brazil, ‘Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and
Mexico. Many guerrilla fighters are 1nsp1red by the example of the
Chinese Revolution, adhere to its ideas of colonial strugglé, and
look hopefully toward Peking for material aid. But it cannot be
said that the Chinese have made’ sizeable headway ‘at Moscow's
expense. CastrOLSm remains the predomlnant 1nfluenoe w1th1n the
revolutlonary left’ln Latin Amerlca

In the past year and a half Peklng 8 1nfluence in Asia has
lessened, not only among its states, but also among its Communist -
parties. China won no laurels by its abortive mobilization during
the India-Pakistan conflict. It has seen both north Korea and north
Vietnam turn from sympathy to neutrality in the ‘Sino-Soviet dispute
and attend the twenty—thlrd congreéss of the Soviet Communist party -
in deflance of Peking's boycott.

Even the Japanese Communlst party,. 1rr1tated by Peking's
obstinacy in reaeotlng united actlon of the Communist countries =
against U.S. military escalation in Southeast Asia, is becoming -
alienated. Its daily newspaper has stopped publlshlng the broadoast'
schedules of the Peking, Han01 and Pyongyang radio stations. ‘

The mllltary coup in Indonesia last October was the severest
setback for Communist China on.both the dlplomatlc and party levelsf‘
The keystone of Chinese policy in Asia against Washington and -
Moscow was the close alliance with Sukarno. The shunting aside of
the Indonesian head of state and the reorientation of the generals
toward the imperialist powers have shattered this strategy and
shifted the relation of forces in that part of the world to -
Peking's dlsadvantage Peking is left with no strong and rellable
partners in the Afro-Asian bloc.

The bloody crushing of the Communist party of IndoneS1a,
the largest outside China and the Soviet Union, was a double blow.
Though formally. neutral, the PKI was ‘actually one of China's it il
firmest allies in the tussle with Moscow. It was also held up as a s
prize example of the success of Peking's line in "the third world.":
The repercussions. of its total annihilation, so completely unen-
tlclpated by everyone from, Daakarta to Peking and Moscow, are still
resounding throughout the’ Communlst world as well as’ w1th1n the '
Chinese Communist party.

After this came Castro's attacks upon Peking and closer
alignment with Moscow.. From: the inception of the debate Havana was
tacitly sympathetic with the Chinese positions on the colonial

revolution and unbending: opp031tlon to U.S8. imperialism. However,
Peklng s sectarian attitude in dealing with the neutrals in the
Sino-Soviet conflict, coupled:with Cuba's inescapable economic and
military dependence upon the Sovlet Unlon, have. nulllfled this -
sympathy. : S ,
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For a time, neutralist Rumania sought to play the role of
honest broker between Moscow and Peking. Now the schism produced
by Chou's visit, either through the Chinese premier's intention to
make a public denunciation of Moscow or through opposing any con-
cession to U.S. imperialism in the Vietnam war, has left Peking
vnrtually alone i '

Its only remaining staunch supporters are Albania in Europe
and an assortment of smaller Communist partles, ranging from Burma,
New Zealand and Australia to the Grippa group in Belgium. China can
count on only half-hearted backing from north Vietnam and north
Korea against Moscow. This is not much to boast of after five years
of bltter ideological struggle

The prospect of 1mproved trade and diplomatic ties w1th
Japan and other capltallst governments” does not compensate for
these accumulated losses on the world arena.

Chlna S grow1ng isolation within the Communist bloc is all
the more troubling in face of the tightening of U.S. encirclement
and the relentless edging of its military machine toward Chinese
territory, now grlmly emphasized-by the bombing of the oil
installations at Hanoi and Halphong and the repeated reports from
Washington that more is to come. _

Even a fissureless monollth would tend to crack under such
stresses. A realistic view of China's worsened international
situation must be one of the principal generators of dissension
at the top of +he Chinese Communlst party and the government

Promlnent spokesmen in Peklng have dlsmlssed the reverses
as unimportant and asserted that such temporary setbacks are
inevitable on the road to complete v1ctory. Such OfflClal optimism
cannot quash all doubts. '

Some influential voices must be raising such questions as:
how did we land in this plight within a year and a half after
Khrushchev's downfall? Can there be some flaws in Mao's omniscience?
What must be done to turn the adverse tide and break out of our
isolation? Isn t a’ new course necessary9

Such "dangerous thoughts” of critics in hlgh circles may very -
well have been major precipitants of the regime's ongoing purge and
its stiffening of thought control over the whole range of China's
intellectual and political life.

HEKMATDJOULAND'KHARVI WIN STAY OF SENTENCE

An order to stay the executlon of Parv1z Hekmatdjou and Ali.
Kharvi has been issued by ‘the shah, according to: a' July 6 dispatch °
from Teheran. The shah may now commute their death penaltles to life
imprisonment. Demands. to:release: the’ two political prisoners should
be sent to the shah and Iranian consulates.
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THE .COMMUNIST, CHINESE STUDENTS -

From a 6b£réé§oﬁééﬁflin’Tokyo

I read George Novack's article ''The Internal Sturggle in
Peking" [World Outlook, June 3]. It is very good. We must acutely
realize the explosively high pressurée of 700,000,000 people densely
jammed within one frontier confronting physical and ideological
problems unsolved by the Chinese Commuhist leaders.

The impact of developments there surpasses our imagination.
The great Chinese Revolution which inspired the world with such
hope is turning into a horror %o millions of people, just as
Stalin's betrayals disgusted so mahy and led them into terrible
frustration:. We must acutely realize this danger.

Last summer one of my sons, a freshman at a Tokyo university, .
helped organize a tour in which 130 university students went to China.
They were welcomed by the young people and university students
there with ‘such enthusiasm that they were completely overwhelmed.
Their encounters were spontaneous and passionate, even though they
were organized under official auspices. R T

In brief meetings the young people became so friendly that
many, “almost all, on both sides embraced each other and parted
with tears, though few could speak each-other's language. -

The Chinese youth welcomed them with dances and other
entertainment and the moment the-program was finished they rushed
to their young guésts and embraced them. !y son and:othersg.after- .
wards admitted that they felt their own atomized existence in Japan
all the more keenly. They were embarrassed. to realize that when _
the Chinese youth would repay the visit to.their school in Japan ..
in response to their invitation, they would not be able to accord
a welcome such as they received in China.

My son was much impressed by an old Japanese folksong .
rendered so beautifully by a Chinese group. He felt its beauty-
for the first time, he said.

Upon their return, the Japanese student delegation compiled
a booklet: giving their impressions which, however naive, can Dy
that very fact: be more trusted in certain respects than those of.
better-known, more sophisticated people.

oI learned through them that the Chinese students at the
leading universities, together with other young men and women, are . . -
still in a more or less revolutionary frame of mind. They yearn ..
for something great and true with a common aspiration. They number
by the millions, by the tens of millioms, in the cities.

In his article.Novacksquoted Victor.ZérZa's,words comparing
the present situation in Peking with the crisis in the Soviet
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leadership a few months before Stalin's death. That may be true so
far as the gravity of the conflict in the leadership is concerned.

But in regard to these tens of millions of young people it
rather resembles to some extent the situation in 1927 before
Stalin's suppre381on ‘of the Left Opposition. These intellectuals
and young people are not indifferent. They aré strikingly bright,
burning W1th 1ntense cur1051ty and revolutlonary zeal.

Thelr flery, non1nd1v1dua11stlc rebel spirit makes them
different from students in capltallst countries and perhaps also
from Soviet Rus51a ‘They still live in a pre-Stalin era. They study
Lenin's works’ as’ well as Mao's, even though all the documents of
the Comintern are not at thelr dlsposal :

The writings of the figures now- accused of counterrevolutlon
are sharply critical of the present leaders. None of the accused,
except for the old Kuo Mo-jo, has yet recanted.

Behlnd this" surprising militancy of the adults is" the
resistance of ‘these ‘young men and women. If the grown-ups can .
become so critical; then the dissidence- of these young people w1th
bright 1ntelllgence must be unbearably acute. :

‘We should not forget the existence of many victims of the
"Great Leap Forward" and other affairs. Each of these has involved
thousands of young men. (Many Trotskyists who were arrested in 1949
and later also,remaln in prison. _

"We know of one prison alone in the suburbs of Peking where
hundreds of youthful political prisoners have been doing heavy labor
for many years, resolutely refusing release on the condition of -
recanting. They are not Trotskyists, at least they do not call
themselves such. Many Chinese youth and students ¥know of their
existence and resistance. ~ :

BUILT4IN OBSQLESCENCE'OF JOHNSON*ADMINISTRATION LIES

The high degree of obsolescence built into the lies of the
Johnson administration shows how hard it is to beat American . =
technique and know-how. A good example was provided by Under Secre-
tary of State George W. Ball on &’ nat10nw1de telev1sed program :
June 26. v v '

Seid Ball: "There is no decision ‘on the part of the United
States Government to bomb Halphong or’ “to bomb the 1nstallat10ns in
Halphong—Han01 1

Johnson's lleutenant sald that 51m11ar statements had been
made before but he was repeatlng it "because of the amount of dis-
cussion there has been in the 'press: on this subaect M Han01 and
Haiphong were bombed just three days. later. : -
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: QOUP:D'ETAT,TOPPLES ILLIA REGIME

On June 28 a three-man military Junta ousted the civilian
government of Pre51dent Arturo U. Illia in Argentina. The junta,
consisting of commander in chief of the 'army, Lieut. Gen. Pascual
Angel Pistarini, Admiral of the Fleet Benigno Ignacio Varela and
the air force chief, Brig. Gen. Adolfo Teodoro Alvarez, selected &
retired army commander, ‘Tieut. Gen. Juan Carlos Onganla to serve as_

T A of’the country

The coup was‘not unexpected ‘Rumors thet ‘it was impending
had mounted in recent weeks. As long ago as March, La Verdad, the
weekly newspaper of the Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores
[Workers Revolutionary partyl, in a close analysis of the political
situation, came to the conclusion that a coup "is possible, although
we do not believe it is the most probable variant." [See” World
Outlook May 20.] In the folIOW1ng weeks, La Verdad, oppos:x_nb the
reactlonary moves, noted the rlslng danger e _

While the Argentlne coup d'état is dlfferent from- the'
Brazilian coup of 1964 in a number of respects, the mllltary men
who undertook it clearly drew 1nsp1ratlon from Branco's seizure of
power, partlcularly Johnson's role 1n that reactlonary event o

Juan de Onis, special correspondent of the New York Tlmes,
noted thls 1n a dlspatch from Rlo de Janelro the day of the coup:

"But the mllltary movement that really stlrred the thlnklngff
of the Argentine drmed forces was' the Brazlllan coup that teppled L
Presidént Jodo Goulart in April, 1964. _

"Brazil's example -- of a regime that has adopted strong
powers to reorganize the public administration, to fight inflation
through increased taxes and control of wages and to banish politi-
cal opposition -- has had a strong imp&ct on'the Argentine military.

"The fact that the United States has given moral support and
generous material backing to the Brazilian Government of President
Humberto Castelo ‘Branco, the former Army Chief of Staff, has been
cited in Argentina by supporters of the military as 1ndlcatlon thatv
United States opp081t10n to a coup in Argentina was. 'window dress—;
ing.'" _ TP

As Minister .of Economics, the Jjunta appointed Nestor -Salimei.
A manufacturer of vegetable 011, he is a director of several big ..
banks and insurance companies. He dlrectly represents the buszness
and industrial leaders behind the coup d'état. These circles, :
according to H.J.Maidenberg, Buenos Aires correspondent .of the New :
York Times, were ”generally highly pleased" with the coup. .

The price of the peso went up. and the Buenos Aires stock
exchange had 1ts best rlse in more than a. year o
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The junta announced that it would "legislate” laws and that
the president they appointed would exercise the powers granted by
the constitution to Congress. o

They dissolved all political parties, the supreme court and =
Congress. , e :

The New York Times predicted editorially June 29 that "The
junta will no doubt now try the impossible task of crushing Peron-
ism." While this appears to be a basic aim of the junta, they were
proceeding cautiously, perhaps hoping to deepen the already existing
divisions in the Peronist movement or at least to avoid frightening
it into closing ranks and advancing a militant, independent politi-
cal .program. '

- On June. 30 the Jjunta staged nationwide raids on Communist
party headquarters. Thirty arrests were made. The police chief in -
Misiones Province announced July 6 that 70 "Communists" had been
arrested in his jurisdiction. He declared that they may have been
trying to get into contact with "the notorious Che Guevara.'

The junta also organized arrests of Jewish shopkeepers on
July 1. It was learned July % that six directors of a Jewish-led
credit-union cooperative had also been arrested. Twelve more were
arrested July 4. ‘

The shopkeepers were released July 4, the credit officials
the following day. The police gave no explanation for either the
arrests or the releases. Certain figures of the Illia regime,
including Illia's brother Ricardo, were also arrested and then
released. ‘

A BONAPARTIST JUNTA IN ARGENTINA

Buenos Aires

The new regime is!Bonapartist in character. Its aim essen-
tially is to serve as anl.arbiter in the disputes between sectors
of the Argentine bourgeoisie, between the industrial bourgeoisie
and the landlord-cattleman interests, between the lower and middle
sectors of the bourgeoisie and the oligarchical circles at the top.

The coup d'état is a consequence in addition of the labor
movement's retreat since 1959. In this respect, the coup has a
preventive aim, but not in an immediate sense. Thus it:differs
from the coup d'état in Brazil in April 1964 which was organized
in direct response to the immediate threat of a popular and working-
class mobilization. '

Le Monde's ahalysis is mistaken in cdncluding that it closely
parallels the Brazilian coup d'état. The Argentine coup is Bonapart-
ist and not semifascist, a rightist Bonapartism but not semifascism.
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The view -of revolutionary Marxiste-here is that this is prob-
ably the last chance the bourgeoisie will have to establish a stable
_bourgeois government. After this reglme, the 51tuat10n can become
fopeniy prerevolutlonary

Lihe- prospects of the new government are not very brlght It
ig’ almost ‘certain to run into squabbles among the armed forces them-
‘selves at an’ ‘edarly date. There are cleavage lines running between
the navy and %the army. Moreover the various sectors of the bour-
geoisie Will be compelled to find expression through groupings in
the armed forces inasmuch as polltlcal parties have been banned.

- If ‘these dlfferencee, Whlch ‘are ‘inherent in the present
51tuation, ‘should ‘develop,,” &s- they most likely will before long,
the sole present base of the regime will be broken; i.e., the dis-
cipline and unlty of the military will be shattered. Somethlng like
this happened in the coup d'état of 1955.

The trade-union leaderships are up to their necks in the
filth of class collaboration. The leadership of the CGT [Confeder-
acion General del Trabago], which has been honeymoonlng with the
Stalinists, went along with the shift in power. They issued publlc
declarations granting a certain degree of polltlcal confldence in
the new government. :

The Stalinists, who in turn were honeymooning with the
previous bourgeois government, have been reticent. Along with the
Trotskyists they will be the first argets to be singled out by
the reactionaries. However, the Stalinists are not conVertlng
their peticence into a plan of struggle. On the contrary, . they
are placing complete faith in the CGT leadershlp, which Wlll pos—
sibly support the military: reglme L e

Perén and the Peronlst leadership also appear to have
decided on a policy of watchful waiting with signs of a favorable
attltude toward the new government.

The Junta S method of operation appears to be qulte differ-
ent from anything experienced up to now. They are proceeding
..cautiously and slowly. They appear to be trying to avoid provoking
resistance. However their economic and social plans leave no room
_for the least doubt. They intend to shift the burden of the -economic
-werisis onto the backs of the workers, 1ncrea51ng productivity by
puttlng a greater squeeze on them. P ,

June 29, 1966

WASEDA STUDENTS END STRIKE ACTION

On June 24 students at Tokyo's blg Waseda Unlver81ty called
off a five-month strike against a hike in tuition and for greater
autonomy in student affairs. They won some conce551ons, 1nclud1ng
%ha%ges in administration, but not their main grievance concerning

uition.
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BARRIENTOS - "ELECTED" IN BOLIVIA

[Lieut. Gen. René Barrientos Ortufio easily won the electoral
contest which the military Jjunta in Bolivia decided to stage July 3.
According to the figures released by the Jjunta on July 6 before the
count was complete, Barrientos was credited with 455,729 votes out
of a total of 745,299 cast. Charges of fraud were sent to the Orga-
nization of Amerloan States. The CAS, which is a creature of the
U.S.State Department, will probably flle them in the wastebasket.

[The article below, written on the eve of the election,
indicates that the electoral show put on by Barrientos and his
American advisers will have but llttle effect on the acuteness of
the country s political crisis. ] ‘ -

* ok ok

La Paz

In the electoral campaign, the opposition has been very
active, hinging its platform on the demand for a general amnesty.
The military junta felt compelled to concede this, but imposed a
number of limitations. Thus the atmosphere of repression remains
unbroken in Bolivia.

Due to the persecution of political and trade-union leaders,
intervention in the internal affairs of the unions, prosecution of
political opponents as criminals, etc., the prospect of elections
failed to arouse any enthusiasm among the people. Despite intensive
campaigning in the press and over the radio, the military junta and
the National Electoral Court have met with poor response. The books
closed June 3% with 1,198,000 registered voters. The registration
in 1964 was 1,700, OOO It is estimated that at least thirty percent
of those ellglble failed to reglster

Not all the political parties are part1c1pat1ng in the -
July 3 elections. Many of them are calling for a boycott, others
advocate castlng blank ballots

Barrientos is the,candldate of the FRB [Frente de la Revolu-
cidén Boliviana]. This is composed of the MPC [lMovimiento Popular
Cristiano], a party organized by the military junta; the PRa [Par-
tido Revolucionario Auténticol, which split from the IMNR [Movimiento
Nacionalista Revolucionario] shortly before the downfall of Paz -
Estenssoro; the PSD [Partido Social Demdbcratal, a grouping of the
ollgarohy founded by Robert Arce, former manager of the Patifio
Mines Co.; and the PIR [Partido Izquierda Revolucionarial, which
claims to be Marxist and which was the first vehicle of Stalinism
in Bolivia. This contradictory conglomeration was put together with
a combination. of blackmail and handouts; and is designed to pass as
a civilian base for the .candidacy of the mllltary figure, Barrientos.
They are dlsoredlted organlzatlons without the least following among
the. masses. : . : :
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Up to the middile of May, the FRB was the only organization
part1c1pat1ng in the elections. By granting them a handful of seats
as deputies and senators, the military junta gained the partlolpauv-
tion of the AID [Alianza Institucionalista Democrétical, which is
composed of the Partido Liberal, the pro tln—company ex-President
Enrique Hertzog's Unlon Republlcana - and the wing of the MNR headed
by Victor Andrade, a friend of the Yankees who served as ambassador
to Washington under the former government. -

“The eleotoral Court denied the w1ng of the MNR heaoed by
Victor Paz Estenssoro and Hernén Siles’ Zuazo a place on the ballot
certifying Andrade who has an understanding with the military and -
the Yankees but who. lacks any popular support It also certified the
FLIN [Frente de, Liberacién Nacionall, which is a front organization
for the pro-Moscow Communist party, and the FSB [Falange Socialista’
Bolivianal]. . _

It is common public knowledge that these parties have an
understanding with the military involving seats in parllament and
large sums of money. The pro-Moscow Communist party is accused of
seeking to serve. as an agenoy of the government within the labor
movement I ,

 The polltlcal partles boyoottlng the electlon 1nolude the
MNR headed. by Paz Estenssoro and Siles’ Suazo, the united POR =
[Partido Obrero Revoluoionarlo] headed by Hugo Gonzélez-Moscoso:
and Guillermo Lora; ‘the PDC [Partido Demécrata Cristiano] ted by
Remo Di Natali; the pro—Peklng Partido Comunista Boliviana; the
PRIN [Partido Revolucionaria de 1a Izquierda Nacionall headed by
Lechin; the Grupo Espartaco; an' old ‘split-off from the MNR which
claims to be Marxist. All of these parties, with the exception of
the PDC belong to the CODEP [Consejo Democrético del Pueblol, a
kind of leftist front. The boycott called ‘for by these partles is
being observed by the worklng—class and popular organlzatlons The
thirteenth congress of the mine workers decided to boycott the
elections as did the Federacion de Trabajadores en Harina [Flour
Workers ‘Federation], the COB [Central Obrera Bollv1ana] and the
opp051tlonal peasant organizations.

o The reasons glven for the boycott are as follows

) (l) Absenoe of guarantees in a cllmate of terror and peree—v
cution of the opp051t10n, particularly the left; continuation of " -
the Ley de ‘Seguridad del Estado [State Security Law] which prohib<
its any trade-union’ aot1v1ty and political opp081t10n and under @
which political and trade-union leaders have been subjected to '
criminal trials and 1mprlsonment absence of the right of assembly,
since any meetlng of the left is broken up and tear-gassed; absence
of freedom of the press,'51noe Journallsts ‘who report the news -
truthfully are beaten up and newspapers that print anythlng against’
the government are punished, as happened to the newspaperman Sanchez
who was beaten up and the evening Jornada whose offices were broken:
into and tear-gassed, and the trade—unlon radlo statlons that were
attacked, smashed and then padlocked.’ :
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(2) Existence of a:powerful apparatus to put over the mili-
tary candidate, an apparatus that uses government planes and =~
vehicles and government money, -including funds to buy a helicopter,
which mobilizes state. functionaries, compelling them to participate
actively under threat of losing their jobs, .and which organizes .
armed bands to intimidate the population. The POR and the PDC have
demanded investigation of the sources of money used by the. candi-

date, but their demands have been met with silence. S
(3) The open intervention of all the military, police and

administrative authorities in behalf .of the military candidate.

They are. the only ones who enjoy civil liberties.. . S

 f:[(4)7The~oﬁédginﬁerveﬁﬁibh of ﬁﬁé;Nof%h,Améfidan'eﬁﬁéssy;fé .
Yankee colonel supervising Barrientos},gleCtOralAcampaign." T

In view of this situation, the election is only a farce and
a fraud aimed at legalizing the military dictatorship.

The. parties of the Marxist left, .the POR and the pro-Peking .
PCB, point in addition to the bourgeois parliamentary crisis that . =
is at the bottom of the indifference and lack of confidence of the
masses in the elections. The electoral law does not grant the work-
ing-class districts parliamentary representation and the peasant
vote is a mere fiction due to the intervention of the army and the
bureaucracy. In practice the peasants do not .vote, the authorities .
simply load the .ballot boxes with their wvotes. A parliament formed
in this way can be only completely servile as it was in the days of
the MNR. It cannot serve even as a tribune for revolutionists still
less as a means for discussing and resolving the problems of the
nation and the workers. : N A o ’

_ The parties of the right who'aﬁé;boyC6Eﬁing{the election .
call their campaign "democratic resistance'; those .of the left call .
theirs "militant, fighting abstention." . o : : o

Their slogans are not to vote; or, where voting is obliga-
tory, to cast a blank or invalid ballot.. L o I
The president. of the. National Electoral Court, Mario Roldn

Anaya, estimated that around 800,000 would vote July 3; that is,
less than fifty percent of those on. the lists in 1964 and about two-
thirds of those registered this year. This serves as a gauge of the.
extent of abstention. Out of the 800,000, however, there will be a
big percentage of blank, invalid or spoiled ballots. All this indi-
cates the overwhelming opposition in Bolivia to the military.

. If Rolén's estimate proves correct, and one adds the 500,000 .
unregistered citizens to his estimate of 400,000 registered voters
who will fail to turn out, this means that .about 900,000 will have .
rejected participating in the elections, aside from those who cast
blank-ballots. L ; T o

' As can be seen, under present.circumstances, the elections
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do not have a popular basis of support. The insurrectional way out,
posed by the POR and the pro-Peking PCB, is gaining ground as the
only road. On the eve of the elections a question mark still stood
over them and there were persistent rumors that one of the military
factions was considering another coup d'état.

June 20, 1966 , B

THREE‘U; S. SOLDIERS DENOUNCE WAR IN VIETNAM

Three prlvates in the U.S. army, on furlough in New York,
told a press conference June 30 that they would refuse to board a
troop transport on which they were scheduled to leave for Vietnam:
Pvt. Dennis Mora, 25, read from a prepared statement: '"We have made
our dec181on We will.not be part of this unjust, immoral and
illegal war. We want no part of a war of extermlnatlon We- oppose
the crlmlnal waste of American lives and resources. We refuse to go
to Vietnam..'

Pfc. James A, Johnson, 20, a Negro, sald "Many brave, loyal
black American soldiers who fight and die for their country are s
hated, despised and cruelly treated in many sections of this coun-
try. The Negro in Vietnam is being called upon to defend freedom
which in many parts of this country does not: exist for him. Just

as the Negroes are fighting for absolute freedom and self-
determination in the United States, so 1t is with the Vietnamese

in their struggle against the Amerlcans

Pvt. David A. Samas said, "America has no role in Vietnam
except that of 1nst1gator and conqueror. Are we fighting the Fas- -
01sts, the Communists, or are we killing little brown peasants who
in turn are fighting for their freedom?"

.The action.of the three created a nationwide sensation,
belng given exten81ve coverage on television and the radlo as well
as in the major newspapers.

The first reaction of the Johnson administration was voiced
by Frank A. Bartimo, the Pentagon's assistant general counsel. He
said July 2 that the men had exercised their right of free speech
and had not -- as yet -- v1olated mllltary dlSClpllne

The three were scheduled to address a meetlng under the N
auspices of the Fifth Avenue Vietnam Peace Parade Committée at the
Community Church in Manhattan July 7. Just before. the meeting, they’
together with a fourth soldier Pvt. Joel Turtel, 22, were arrested
by plainclothesmen, and hustled in handcuffs to Fort Dix, New Jersey.

The entlre audience of some 500 at the Community Church
responded by marching in a body to Times Square where they staged
a protest demonstration. ' :
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IN TRIBUTE TO FABRICIO OJEDA

By nguel Fuente

"I seek, through revoiutiOnary action, the solution to all
our great problems and the achievement of a new life for the
people, different from the precarious existence they have experienced
for a century and a half in an unjust republic.... We take up arms
with faith and optimism, as one who has found his fatherland of
the future. We take up arms-against violence, against repression,
against torture, against graft and corruption. We take up arms
~against the depravities and the betrayals,.,g_We are fighting so
that the dawn of" llberty and Justlce can 11ght up the horlzon of
our country ' . v :

These were the words ‘which Fabricio Ogeda member of’the
Chamber of Deputles of ‘the Venezuelan Congress, addressed’ to hlS
colleagues in an open letter on June 5, 1962. :

On June 17 of this year he was captured by the SIFA [Serv101o
de Inteligencia de las Fuerzas Armadas -- Intelligence Service of
the Armed Forces] and assa881nated within four days -

" Torture and assa531nat10n of polltlcal prisoners in the style
of Batista has been, common ‘practice under thg Betancourt- Leoni
agencies of repression since 1963. But the blatant way in which
Fabricio Ojeda was murdered testifies to the’ 1ntens1flcatlon of
the armed struggle of the Venezuelan people,:to the desperation of
the U.S. lackeys running Venezuela, and to the Hitler-like measures
fostered by the U.S. government in a useless attempt to hold back
the revolutlonary determinatlon of the peoples of Afrlca, Asia and
Latin Amerlca

Who was Fabricio Ojeda?

Born in Bocono, 1n the state of Trualllo, thlrty—seven years, .
ago, 'Fabricio served as a schoolteacher for some years in the .
state of Zulia. Later he worked as a reporter on various Caracas -
dailies. :

, Durlng the dlctatorshlp of Marcos Pérez Jiménez (who was
awarded ‘the Order of Merit, the highest award that can be given
to a foreigner by the U.S. government) Fabricio was a reporter for
El Nacional, Caracas' number one daily which at the time had a left-
of-center orlentatlon.,Hls assignment was to cover the Presidential
Palace. He happened at the same time to be president of the clan-
destlne ”Junta Patridtica" which was to act.as the coordinating
oenter for the. overthrow of the dlctatorshlp on January 23, 1958

In the elections that followed, Fabricio won a seat to the
Chamber of Deputies as a candidate of the’ URD [Unién Republicana .
Demodratica ~-- Republican Democratic Union]. B
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By the spring of 1962, the FALN [Fuerzas Armadas de Liber-
acién Nacional -- Armed Forces of National Liberation] were in
process of consolidation. When the uprisings of Cartpano and Puerto
Cabello took place, Fabricio decided that the only way to obtain :
national liberation from U.S. imperialism was through armed struggle . -
against both the foreign oppressor and its "national' representatives.

Fabricio joined the guerrilla forces. On October 12, 1962
he was taken prisoner after an encounter with government troops. . =
At his trial, the prosecution demanded eighteen years imprisonment
for him. On September 17, 1963, along with other revolutionists
being held in the Trujillo state prison, he made a spectacular
escape and rejoined the guerrillas. o :

He was given the rank of comandante and placed in charge of .
the "José Antonio Paez" front which operates in the states of
Trujillo, Barinas, Lara and Portuguesa.

When he was captured June 17, Fabricio was president of
the General Command of the FLN [Frente de Liberacidédn Nacional --
National Liberation Frontl] and the FALN.

Minister of Defense Florencio Gbémez announced June 21 that
Fabricio Ojeda had committed suicide that day by hanging himself
in his cell. The. government's cover story for his death while in
the hands of the nobtorious SIFA'was so flimsy that protests and: |
demands for a thorough investigation-came from all quarters. Even
the reactionary daily La Esfera said that;the circumstances of
Ojeda's death "creates a delicate problem for the government. "

The students at the University of Caracas did not stop
with simply voicing protests. They held demonstrations which spread
to many points in the city, including the "23 de Enero" working-
class district. On' June 22, two policemen on Los Ilustres Avenue
were cut down by machinegun fire from a passing car. The next day
a police patrol car was hit by a hand. grenade and automatic rifle
fire. Sporadic shooting occurred in various parts of the capital.
Protest leaflets were scattered throughout the city and the slogan,
"Comandante Fabricio, your death will be avenged," was painted on
walls. : : S

MEénwhile, ih’tﬁe\"José Antonio?Paez"~front? four government
soldiers were ambushed and killed by guerrillas.

The pressure on the government has been such that it felt
forced to release eight leaders of the Transport Workers union who
had been held for several days following a strike protesting the
sudden firing of 140 workers. on government projects. T

Upon announcing the "suicide," the government barred newsmen
from the headquarters of the SIFA where the body was being held.
Fabricio's brother reported that he had seen Fabricio .two days o
before and that he was in good spirits. After identifying the body,.
he reported seeing marks on Fabricio's chest. The results of the
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autopsy were not made publlc

In an apparent move to appease public susplclons, Attorney
General Antonio Saldedo Lozada announced that a "thorough investi~
gatlon” of the death would ‘be made. -

Revolutlonlsts throughout Latin America w1ll see in Fabricio

Ojeda a figure who typifiedrtheir own polltlcal course :since the. .
Cuban Revolution. His exemplary. record and martyrdom will produce
thousands ‘of new:"Fabricios" in:Venezuela. The.imperialists and -
their indigenous-:agents think they can- stop the revolutionary
movement by murdering its best representatives. They do not under-
stand that the sacrifice made by these revolutionists will bring
countless new recruits into the ranks of those who are determined
X; achieve the complete social and ‘economic 11berat10n of Latln

erica. : : v

Review

INSIDE STORY OF HEALY'S CONFERENCE-

HEALY "RECONSTRUCTS" THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL =~- DOCUMENTS AND .
COMMENTS BY PARTICIPANTS IN A-FIASCO. With a preface by
Joseph Hansen.:Socialist Workers Party, 873 Broadway,
New York N Y lOOOB 40 pp 55 cents T :

This pamphlet contains documentary material of particular
interest to partisans:of the Fourth International. and to revol- -
uulonary socialists concerned about the good name of Trotskyism
in Britain. It provides an inside picture of what went on at an
international: conference organized by: Gerry Healy of the SOClallSo_r
Labour League last April w1th the avowed aim of ”reconstructlng
the Fourth Internatlonal AR _ s

The - conference, whlch had been ballyhooed by Healy S weekly;,_
publication The Newsletter for some time as a coming major event
in the revolutionary-socialist movement, ended in a complete fiasco.
Of the three main participating tendencies, one was kicked out
and another walked out, leaving only Healy and his group. .

The' pamphlet .includes letters written by representatives
of the Spartecist tendency, who attended the conference as observers
and who saw their leading spokesman James Robertson; hustled out of .
the gathering; a letter by Healy trying to justify the dictatorial
way he ran things; an exchange of letters between James Robertson
and Tim:Wohlforth after the conference; and an article by the Voix
Ouvriére group recounting :the abysmal political level of the
gathering and why they as 1nv1ted guests and part1c1pants were faced
with no choice but to walk out, o :
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In a preface to these illuminating documents, Joseph Hansen
indicates the background to the pretentious conference and why it
was that the participants -- to their own complete surprlse -
found themselves at loggerheads desplte the common views that had
,brought them together in the same room.’ Hansen analyzes in- detall
the organlzatlonal procedures Iollowed‘by Healy in expelllng x
Robertson ‘and. shows how grossly the norms of democratlo centrallsm
were, v1olated - .

 The 8001allst Labour League, under Healy s leadership, has
long been notorious in the British labor movement for its lack of
democracy. However, it was difficult for revolutionary socialists
abroad to judge how much the rumors and reports might be colored
by factlonallsm e :

. ' This material- settles the question. "The facts reported by
the Robertson delegatlon," as Hansen observes, "are different from
anythlng yet revealed since they come from people who were pathet-
ically loyal to Healy and who could scaréely believe their eyes
as they witnessed what was happening. Their report of how Healy
expelled Robertson, backed as it 1s by Healy s own boasts and
admissions;, 1s utterly conv1no1ng

In contrast to the fiasco of Healy's conference, Hansen
calls attention to the progress of the Fourth International since
its Reunification Congress in 1963%. Last December it neld another
world congress, marklng a new step forward

While the 1nternat10nal Trotskylst movement continues to
advance, the few groups like the one headed by Healy, which refused
to abide by the rules of democratic centralism, have moved further
~away from the basic principles and practices of Trotskyism. The
result, in the form of political and organizational degeneration,
is to be seen in such revealing documents as those that have been
made available in th1s pamphlet.

SECRET CIA CHANNEL BETWEEN MANILA AND DJAKARTA

% " Activities of the CIA have become a subject of inquiry in
the Phlllpplnes, according to Lorenzo J. Cruz, writing in the

April 26 issue of The Asia Magazine. When. Justice ‘Secretary José ¢
Yulo dlsolosed that several government officials were on the pay-
“roll of tHe" CIA, it was asked if they should not be charged with
treason. Forelgn Secretary Narciso Ramos admitted that when normal
communications with Djakarta broke down recently, "the Philippine
government used the CIA's secret channel to Djakarta to communicate
with the Philippine embassy in that city." Aside from indicating
the extensiveness of the CIA's web, this scandal raised the ques-
tion of the CIA's knowledge of "oonfldentlal national documents --
if not outrlght secrets." Cruz does not mention it, but the revela-
tion 'also again raised the matter of the CIA's role in the mysteri-
ous events that set off the blood purge in Indonesia last October.
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NOTE ON;THREE COMMUNIQUES

Three oommunlques have been translated and publlshed below ,
by World Outlook, all of . them dealing with a matter of considerable.
interest to the revolutlonary movement in Latin America and else-
where inasmuch as it concerns a guerrilla front and a sectarian
group which were the subgect of extensive remarks by Fidel Castro
last January and the occasion for an unaustlfled attack by him
agalnst Trotskyism. T

The full teXt of Castro's speéCh was published in the
February 11 issue of World Outlook. In subsequent issues extensive
documentation was provided on the repercussions touched off by his
attack. These included such items as a reply by the editors of
Monthly Review,.an "Open Letter” by the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International, an attempted rebuttal by Blas Roca, and a
reply to this by Joseph Hansen o :

The guerrllla movement c1ted by Castro was the MR- 13 of
Guatemala headed by Marco Antonio Yon Sosa; the sectarians involved
in the Guatemalan situation and alleged te "be "Trotskyists'" were
followers of J. Posadas, who usurped the name of the Fourth Inter-
national. O S . :

Yon Sosa has now broken with this group. The olroumstances .
of the break are indicated in the three documents below -- an ‘
official communiqué issued by the MR-13, an official reply by the
Mexican Posadists. and an official clarlflcatlon by the Mexican
Trotskyists. : ,

World Outlookbreserves comment for the moment to the following:

(1) Judglng from its communiqué, the MR-lB leadershlp does
not yet understand the true nature of the Posadist group, but still
believes them to be genuine Trotskylsts and genuine representatives
of the Fourth International. This is no doubt due to the isolation
of these guerrilla forces.

(2) The Khrushchevists (and no doubt forces much to the right
of them, particularly in Mexico) will seek to utilize Yon Sosa's
break with the Posadists to grind their own factional ax. This was
immediately indicated by the fact that in Mexico the Communlst
party engaged in massive distributions of the MR-13 communiqué. The
break lends itself to factional use by the Khrushchevists, however,
only because of the fraud that the Posadist group represents
Trotskyism, a fraud which these sectarians help maintain by their
own fraudulent claim to being "the Fourth International:" In this
respect the "reply" of the Mexican Posadists to Yon Sosa plays
completely into the hands of the heirs and continuators of Stallnlsm.

~,  (3) There is a- minor error in the communiqué of the Mexican
Trotskyists. They state that Posadas and his group were expelled
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from the Fourth Imternational because of their '"sectarian and . . . ...
adventurous. positions." Inside the Fourth Internaetional,: Posadas;

and his faction: advocated sectarian and possibly adventurous views
but were not expelled because:of that. So:long as they abided by
majority dec¢ision: they retdined full rlght -to maintain their views -
and to advocate them inside the movement in accordance with the. iy
rulegiof democraticlcentralism. Howevery Posadas finally broke these -
rules. Heipublicly proclaimed that an emergency congress had:been -
called and that this congress had "reorganized" the Fourth Inter=. --. -
national, deposing the former leadership and vesting all authority

in him and his Latin-American Bureau. He even went so far as to
reproduce the official publications of the Fourth International,
taking their titles and ifaking them down to the very type face. It
was because of this that the Fourth International "expelled" him.

~(4) On the organizational level, Posadas acted just as
arbltrarlly with the MR-13 leadership as he had with the leader-
ship of the:Fourth International. He usurped authority. This
occurred dinveonnection with both the handling of MR-13 funds and .
the functioning of the Political Bureau of the MR-13. Both instances.,
are reminiscent of the abominations typical of the Comintern in '
the days of Stalin, denounced innumerable times by the world
Trotskyist movement as examples of the worst bureaucratic praotlces
Insofar as the abstract principle advanced . by .the -Posadists in their.
"reply" is-concerned, it is true that the. 1nternat10nal revolutlonary~
socialist movement must be financed by its adherents, but it is _
completely impermissible to do this without their knowledge and
consent. In this area, the revolutionary movement has no _recourse
but to rely on the level of consciousness of its members. Anything
else means political suicide.

This.applies a thousandfold toiother: organizations -- trade
unions, 01v1l—r1ghts bodles, cooperatlves, and "other groupings with.
avowedly limited aims =- in which revolutionists are granted ‘»,f.a
positionstof. respon81b111ty To divert funds, or to manlpulate the
organization, no matter-how laudable the professed aim; is a
betrayal of trust. How many promising organizations have been
wrecked by such practices! This was one of the most bitter fruits
of Stallnlsm

(5) The Posadist communlque refers to the Cuatemalan FAR
LFuerzas Armadas Rebeldes]. These guerrillas are headed by Luis A.
Turcies Lima, who split from the MR-13%, alleging the influence of
the ”Trotskylsts” (Posadists) as his reason., Turcios is influenced,
it would seem by the PGT (Guatemalan Labor party -- the Communist
party), but it would be a mistake to assume that he is dominated by
it or by its tendency to adhere to the line of "peaceful coexistence.
Turcios enJjoys.strong backing from the Fidelista current and was
given great pr@minence at the Tricontinental Conference in Havana
last January. It may be that Yon Sosa's break with the Posadist
group is not unconnected with moves to unite the two guerrilla
groups. Objectively this would be a favorable development if it
occurs on the basis of a program of socialist revolution, whatever

i
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tactical adjustments may be required concretely in Guatemala.
Should “"peaceful coexistence" become the axis of unification this
would be“a disastrous setback. In that case, however, much more
would be'involved than the fate of the Guatemalan revolution. It
would be a sign of a big turn to the right by the Fidelista
leadership. There has been no decisive evidence of such a turn .
yet. In fact, the positions taken by the Cuban leaders in the main
at-the Tricontinental Conference and subsequently indicates the

contrary.

COMMUNIQUE OF THE MR-13% MOVEMENT

 [The following is a translation of the full text of a com-
muniqué issued by the Movimiento Revolucionario 13 de Noviembre,
the Guatemalan guerrilla movement headed by Marco Antonio Yon Sosa.
It appeared in No. 20 of Voz Campesina, a supplement to Revolucidn
‘Socialista, organ of the "Aléjandro Dé Lebén" guerrilla.front.]

* Kk ok

"~ From the National Leadership of the Movimiento Revolucionaribt;
13 de Noviembre to the masses of Guatemala, the Americas and the
entire world: : S

THE MR-13 EXPELS THREE MILITANTS, MEMBERS OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL (TROTSKYIST) FOR DISLOYALTY AND SURREPTI-
TIOUS DIVERSION OF FUNDS. -

THE FIRST PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY COURT OF THE MR-13, con-
sisting of the Political Bureau, representatives of the guerrillas,
Chiefs of the Militia and Presidents of the Peasant Committees, met
in one of the camp sites of the ALEJANDRO DE LEON: GUERRILLA FRONT
on the date of April 29 and 30, 1966, to consider acts committed
by three members of the Fourth International, who were active.
militants of the MR-13. ‘ :

The trial was characterized by the freedom, serenity, equa-
nimity and impartiality of the members of the Court throughout the
session and by the objectivity with which they judged the facts.
The three defendants made full use of their right to defend them-
sélves and the Court examined the proofs on which the accusation
was based, free from pressure and emotional influences. L

After the President of the Court, Comandante Marco Antonio
Yon Sosa, opened the trial, comrade Ernesto -- on behalf of the -
National Leadership -- proceeded to present the facts with the
objective of fully illuminating the problem, so as to make it

]

possiﬁle to judge its exact dimensions.

' From the explanations and the speeches, éspecially thqf 
replies by the defendants (the main parts of which were recorded
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on tape), the following facts were fully established during the
trial: (a) that in the month of November 1965, the MR-13 carried
out the collection of forced levies on the bourgeoisie, an operation
that produced some thousands of quetzales [one quetzal = $11 to be
utilized to cover expenses incurred in the struggle to take power
and in the development of the Socialist Revolution in Guatemala;
(b) nevertheless, this entire sum of money was divided between the
Fourth International and the MR-13%, without previously consulting
or getting approval from either the National Leadership of the
Party or, Comandante Marco Antonio Yon Sosa; (c¢) that this division
of the money was organized and carried out by the militants =
Francisco Amado Granados (ex-member of the PB) and members of the -
Fourth International whose pseudonyms are: Tury, EVARISTO, TOMAS
and ROBERTO; (d) that this distribution was the culmination of a
plan which had been conceived and decided on by the International
Secretariat (IS) of the Fourth International almost a year ago, a
plan which the members under trial today were ready to carry out.
Those named, upon integrating themselves into the struggle in
Guatemala, took advantage of the confidence that had been placed

in them because of the way they had preoccupied themselves with
advancing the Socialist Revolution in our country. This, along with
their political abilities, brought them to membership in the PB,
with the exception of Tury who in his visit to Guatemala usurped
this position.

. mjﬁﬁg to circumstances connected with their actiVities in the
Party, @bt the time the trial was held only EVARISTO, TOMAS and

ROBERTO were present.

The only one who knew about the diversion of funds was
compafiero Ernesto, who was opposed from the beginning to the plan.
Because of this he was isolated, first separated from tasks in-
volving the Leadership and then persuaded to go abroad under pre-
text of getting medical treatment, finally trying to tie him cdown
with a petty-bourgeois perspective and thus taking him away from
the revolutionary struggle and the party. At the beginning of the
year compaiiero Ernesto rejoined the armed struggle in the "ATEJANDRO
DE LEON," GUERRILLA FRONT, an occasion which he utilized to take:'
up with Comandante Yon Sosa everything that had happened. The real:"’
leadership of the Movement was called together to be advised of the
facts; this culminated with the setting up of the PEOPLE'S COURT.
During the proceedings of the trial, two other instances of funds
being diverted with the same aims were uncovered. Although less
was involved, this, too, was fully proved.

The defendants: EVARISTO, TOMAS and ROBERTO did not deny,
refute or minimize the essence of the proofs that were presented.
They limited themselves to meking political explanations which at
no time had been brought into the dispute by the Court. They argued
that this money was being used in all the sections of the Fourth
International and that at no time did they take anything for their
personal benefit. They tried to cover up and distort the facts by
posing political considerations. Their sectarianism, haughtiness
and arrogance prevented them from viewing the reason for the trial
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objectively. The trial was the result of the premeditated way in
which they: arbitrarily and dishonestly dlsposed of the money of the
Guatemalan masses, which the MR-1% administers due to the necess1t1es
of the struggle, employing it for tasks leading to the conquest 0f.
power, the establishment of a Worker—Peasant government and. the con—;
struction of socialism in Guatemala. In brief. the reason’ ‘why the ..
defendants were- submitted to trial was the disloyal, opportunlstlc :
and premedltated way in: which, taking advantage of the. confldence ;;.
placed in them by the Party, they utilized our resources. At no. time .
were they accused of diverting. funds.for thelr personal ‘benefit;

and there was complete clarity. about this in the. Court. In thelr L
defense, no- matter how they: trled they could not dlstort the factsi;

The Court after de01d1ng that the motlves whleh led them to -
divert funds were mltlgatlng, RESOLVED y _ e

First: TO EXPEL EVARISTO TOMAS and ROBERTO FROM THE MR~ 15
Second: TO BREAK ALL TIES WITH THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL o

- Not belng in agreement w1th the sentence of the: Court the
defendants appealed, declaring their attachment to the Guatemalan
masses. The verdict was unanimously upheld

THE MR-1% DECLARES before the masses of Guatemala, the
Americas and the world, that it is expelling the Trotskyists and
breaking all ties with the Fourth International and all its sectlons_
because of the opportunistic and disloyal conduct they displayed -
within the party and REAFFIRMS ITS UNSWERVING DECISION TO CONTINUE
ARMED STRUGGLE FOR THE PROGRAM OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION.

IT APPEALS to all the masses "of Guatemala to the workers, ‘
peasants, students and poor petty-bourgeoisie to struggle under the_g
leadershlp of the MR-13 which with its program of Socialist Revolu-
tion is bringing the masses together in preparation for the seizure
of power. IT APPEALS to the masses of all the Workers States: To
the Chinese and Cuban masses and. thelr leaderships to uncondition-
ally support the MR-13 and. to dlstrlbute its documents. IT APPEALS
to the masses of the whole. world to crush Imperialism and Capital-
ism and establlsh an Anti- 1mper1allst World United Front

WORKERS STUDENTS PEASANTS, ARM YOURSELVES'
Rebel Terrltory, May 15, 1966
For the National Leadership
Mareo Antonio Yon Sosa :

CmdteT General
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_COMMUNIQUE.OEVTHE MEXICANgPOSADIST GROUP

- [The follow1ng is a translatlon of the full text of a leaflet

\udlstrlbuted in Mexico Clty by the followers of J. Posadas, who call
themselves the Partido Obrero Revolucionario (Trotsklsta), Se001on
_Mex1cana de la Cuarta Interna01onal ] - :

* %k Xk

10 THE PROLETARTIAT, THE STUDENTS, THE PEASANTRY, THE REVOLUTiONARY
MASSES OF MEXICO . o

COMTUNIQUE
’OomrédeS' -

- Yesterday, the twenty-third of June, militants of the Mexican
Communlst Party profusely distributed Number 20 of "Voz Campesina,"
the supplement of "Revolucidén Socialista," organ of the MR13 of
November of Guatemala. The document announces the expulsion of three
Trotskyist militants of the MR13, in whose leadership they were
active, and the breaking of ties with the Fourth International on
the charge of disloyalty and the surreptitious diversion of funds
for Trotskyism. The very fact that militants of the CP, which
~always combated, sabotaged and fingered the actions of the MR13 in
Guatemala and combated and sabotaged it in Mexico, are the ones
distributing this document, is in itself eloquent with regard to
the polltlcal meanlng of the turn taken by the leadership of the
MR1%. The rejoicing of the counterrevolutionaries and their action
in distributing this document shows in and of itself, both fear of
the advance of the MR13 along the road of revolutlonary Marxism,
that is, Trotskyism, and fear that the present retreat of the leader-
ship of the IMR1% may not be permanent. With all their might they
want to drag it back, widen the breach with Trotskyism, get it to
abandon its program, drag it toward peaceful coexistence.

The NRl}, at its Conference in February of this year,
accepted the program of the Fourth International, saluted its
action, resolved to constitute itself into a party Since: then, as
a result of fingering by the Partido Guatemalteco del Trabajo.(CP),
the FAR, the conciliationist Cuban leadership, combined with actlons
of the Guatemalan dictatorship and imperialism, its best and most
. conscious leaders have been assassinated. Among others who fell
were Francisco Amado, member of the PB, editor of "Revolucion
Socialista" and political leader of the movement; David Aguilar Mora
and his companion, Eunice Campirdn de Mora, "Chlnto," "Tsmael" and
other Guatemalan or Mexican cadres, Trotskyists or semi-Trotskyists,
who were the base of the political leadership of the MR13. The pre-
“paration of the imperialist war, as the Chinese charge, unites the
.conciliationist bureaucracy, the CP's and the police in a conscious
”counterrevolutlonary labor. The Venezuelan CP expels guerrillas as
'adventurers" and ten days later Fabricio Ojeda, who refused to
give up and capitulate, to "coexist peacefully," is fingered and
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assassinated. The Guatemalan FAR supported Méndez Montenegro in the
elections, it '"coexisted." In order to stop the action of the MR13
and its socialist program on the Guatemalan masses and the ranks of
the FAR, it was necessary to finger and betray its leadershlp and .
throw the Trotskylsts out of the IMR13. The anti-Trotskyist campaign
of "Sucesos," "E1l Dia," "Politica" goes together with repression by
the Méx1can police and the CIA and its local .agents. The preparation
of the war requires blocking the construction of a world revolution-
ary Marxist leadership, blocking a united front between the Chinese,
the consistent revolutionary nationalists and Trotskyism, striking
at Trotskyism as the spearhead and motor of this united front. The
Soviet bureaucracy, Fidel Castro, the CP's and the imperialist and
national capitalist police move in common in this aim. Thus taking
advantage of the assassination and imprisonment of the most ardent
militants in the political struggle, and of the political formation
of the rest of the team of the Guatemalan leadership begun by Yon
Sosa, which, is insufficient to carry forward the struggle for the
socialist program, in which they believe, and to apply the February
resolutions to function as a party, the agents of the FAR utilized-
a comprehension of the struggle that is still nationalist, limited,
particularist, and used false pretexts in order to expel the Trot-
skyist 1eaders of the MR13. And they have opened the road to an
internal struggle in this movement which can cripple it, disrupt

it and cause it to lose the prestige acquired before the masses
precisely through its socialist, Trotskyist program and action,

but which cannot withdraw from the masses, whatever the course fol-
lowed by the majority of. the MR13, what they have already acquired:
the program of the MR13, fruit of the conscious ‘action of Trotsky-
ism, which coincides with the experience of the masses themselves,
that the revolution must be socialist and must lead to a workers
and peasants government, and not one of bourgeois democracy and a
government of alliance with the bourgeoisie, as the FAR and the PGT
claim.

The accusation of "disloyalty" is false, because Trotskyism
supported the MR13 from the very beginning, when it consisted of
SlX, sabotaged by the CP, alone, without perspectives and suffer-
ing demoralization. Because it helped the development of the MR13
with all its means so that it owes its positions and influence to
the raising of the level of its best cadres and the adoption by the
movement of the Trotskylst progran. v

By dint of mllltants and forces sacrificed at the expense of
its own development, by dint of means sent to the MR1? when Trotsky-
ism was hard-pressed, the Mexican section of the Fourth Interna-
tional helped the MR13 to advance, because it was thus helping, not
Trotskyism, but the Guatemalan revolution, which is part of the
world revolution, and not an isolated process. For this Mexican
Trotskyist revolutlonary militants struggled and died in Guatemala,
together - with Guatemalan Trotskyists and semi-Trotskyists who
struggled: and died for what was attacked by those who today publlsh‘
and distribute this document, the Communist parties and other” ,
counterrevolutionaries. The Fourth International was the only move-=
ment that publicized and supported the action of the MR1% and the
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only one that organized action %o accelerate the triumph of the

. Guatemalan revolution, accelerating and organizing the triumph of
..the world socialist revolution. There can be no disloyalty when the
" MR13 enjoyed and enjoys.every kind of support, political, material
~and organizational, despite the International's lack of means and

" when, fundamentally, the action of the International was what per-

-pitted the MR13 to gain its two main strengths: its program, which
is Trotskyist, and the support of the world revolution and the best
groups and tendencies in each country, when everyone was sabotaging
it and is still sabotaging it and the CP's are moving now inm its
behalf only to bury it. - 2 ' S

, And there can be no diversion of funds when the document:
. itself proves that a majority of the leadership decided on the dis-
- position of these funds and when these funds were used for the MR13%
and action by the MR13 in the action of .devéloping the world revolu-
tion and the only parties and cadres that are defending it. And when
the action itself from which these funds originated was organized
.and carried out by militants of the Fourth International in the .
MR13. Ernesto, a minority within the leadership and its pro-FAR
limping wing, the FAR. that tried to get the MR13 to vote for Méndez
lMontenegro, was not '"pulled out" with preconceived aims, as the
document. says, but simply went over to acting now as a leader act-
~ing, with the backing of the PGT, along the line of its opportunism
and to get the MR13 to retreat from its program and objectives, when
- formerly he could not do this because an entire: team existed -- now
physically eliminated, by the police or by expulsions from the MR13
-- which in practice carried almost the whole leadership, because it
corresponded with the wishes and socialist orientation of the IMR13
and the Guatemalan and world revolution.

The MR13's break with the International is transitory. The
triumph of the Trotskyist program does not depend on the compre-
hension of one or another leader, but on the process itself of the
revolution which requires it. The honest revolutionaries come to
it and action in accordance with this program signifies action
together with the only ones who are its consistent defenders and
appliers, the parties of the Fourth International. Groups can
retreat, some leaders can break themselves, but the revolutionary
socialist, Trotskyist process advances and will triumph. The pres-
sures are immense. The very advance of the Chinese, in practice, to
Trotskyist positions increases these pressures by increasing the
acceleration of the time limit for war. The repression of Trotsky-
ism and the assassination of those opposed to peaceful coexistence
will increase.: The anti-Trotskyist slanders as well as the assassin-
ations, shows the weakness and the desperation of the two who are:
doomed -~ the bureaucracy of the CP's and capitalism -- over the
advance of the world socialist revolution and Trotskyism. Due to
lack of experience as a mass revolutionary world party, the advance
of the revolutionary tendencies is contradictory, is subject to.
zigzags, to retreats, even to partial delays. But the world process
always unites the front in a forward direction, never backward. And
the advance of the MR13 to the Trotskyist program will not recede
because it is an advance of the masses of Guatemala and the worl@.
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This resolution of part of the leadership of the MR13 is a blow
against the Guatemalan revolution, but much more a blow against the
MR13. Through it the counterrevolutionaries of the CP, the PGT, the
FAR, Fidel Castro, have caused great damage to the revolutlon But
they cannot rejoice much. Greater damage was caused by the extermin-
ation of the Bolshevik party, the old Leninist guard, the liquida=
tion of the Third International. Nevertheless, the world_revolutlon
and Trotskyism are triumphing and Stalin has been swept into the
ashcan of History, where the whole bureaucracy will shortly follow
him. The triumph of world socialism is an objective process. The
attacks against Trotskyism, like the insults and attacks against
the Chinese, cannot hold it back. The Fourth International will
continue and is continuing to support the MR13 while it maintains
its program. It calls on the revolutionaries of Mexico to repudlate
this expu181on which opens the road for the abandonment of the
‘program of the IMR13, although its honest leaders want to defend it,
- because a program requires men to carry it forward, militants of
one and the same substance as what they are defendlng The Mexican
section of the Fourth International calls on all the revolutionary
militants to demand freedom for the members of the MR13 and the -
Guatemalan revolutionaries in prison, the appearance of David
Aguilar Mora, Eunice Campirédn de lMora, Francisco Amado and other
revolutlonarles presumably assa351nated by the dictatorship. It
calls on them to demand freedom for the Mexican and Argentine Trot-
skyists in prison in Mexico. It calls on them to impose the full
right of freedom of tendencies within a United Front and repudiation
of the anti-Trotskyist campaign of the Stalinist capitulators, who
are helping the bourgeoisie and imperialism in trying to dlsarm the
masses and their revolutlonary Vanguard

The Polltlcal Bureau of the

Revolutionary Workers Party

(Trotskyist), Mexican Section
- of the Fourth International

June 24, 1966

COMMUNIQUE OF THE MEXICAN‘TROTSKYISTS

[The follow1ng is a translation of the full text of a leaf-
let distributed by the Marxist Workers League, the Mexican section
‘of the Fourth International. The original title of the leaflet is
"E1l MR 1% Desenmascara al Posadismo' (The MR-15 Unmaska Posadlsm) ]

f I S 3

COMMUNIQUE ‘FROM THE LIGA OBRERA MARXIS”A
TO THE REVOLUTIONARY VANGUARD OF MEXICO AND TATIN AMERTCA

| In a communlque dated May 15, 1966 the National Leadershlp
of the (Guatemalan) Movimiento Revolucionario 1% de Noviembre made
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public the expulsion of three militants accused of disloyalty and
the surreptltlous diversion of funds. It.is stated in the same com-
muniqué that the three who were expelled are Trotskylsts and mem-
bers of the Fourth International. , :

The LIGA OBRERA MARXISTA, MEXICAN SECTION OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, spe01f1es :

FIRST: That on the ba51s of the charges in the communlque and the
reply of the defendants, IT APPROVES THE EXPULSION DECIDED ON BY
THE MOVIMIENTO REVOLUCIONARIO 13 DE NOVIEMBRE AND COMMENDS THE

- DEMOCRATIC WAY IN WHICH THE PEOPLE!'S COURT WAS CONDUCTED.

SECOND: It rejects the "polltlcal arguments" which the Partido
Obrero Revolucionario published in Mexico in reply to the. chargesu

THIRD: It agrees with the MOVIMIENTO REVOLUCIONARIO 13 DE NOVIEMBRE
in characterizing those expelled and the entire group to which they
belong as ''sectarian, haughty and arrogant."

FOURTH: It strongly denies tnat the Partido. Obrero Revolucionario,
or the three who were expelled are Trotskylsts or members of the
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. o

FIFTH: The Posadist group, to which they belong, was expelled more.
than three years. ago from the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL. ;

The LIGA OBRERA MARXISTA (LOM), MEXICAN SECTION OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, feels doubly obliged to solidarize with the MOVIMIENTO
REVOLUCIONARIO 13 DE NOVIEMBRE. First because it concerns an orga-.
nization that represents the exp101ted Guatemalan masses; and, .
second, because it was taken in by the adventurous group headed by
J. Posadas 1n the name of Trotskylsm

Posadas and hlS group were expelled from the FOURTH IVTERNAg
TIONAL in 1963% because of their sectarian and adventurous positions.
They continued to speak: in the name of . our world organization after~
this in the .most 1rrespons1ble and- plratlcal way. '

On the organlzatlonal level Pbsadlsm is reduced to sub-
sidized groups of two or three members who publish newspapers all
of which print the same absurd articles written by their '"chief"
Posadas. They are groups without any real links with the masses in
their countries, without any serious program and having in common .
nothing more than being blindly obedient to a mentally sick personjg
and being re01p1ents of the disesteem of the political groups in
the few countries in which they are active. Their life depends
precisely on the economic aid sent by their center, aid which -- as
we now know -~ originated in tapping the funds of the MR~15

: On the 1deologlcal level, they exist on a few items developed
by the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL, smothered in all kinds of ridiculous
absurdities that only arouse laughter whether taken singly or as

a whole. Nevertheless the question is only too serious. 1t is
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serious in that it succeeded in coming up in the ranks of a move-
ment, the MR-13, which is the vanguard of the Guatemalan masses.

And 1t is tragic in that the vanguard of the Guatemalan movement -
confused the adventurous Posadas group with the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

On the political level, Posadism:is sectarianism carried to
an absurdity -- provoked from one side by the opportunism of the o
traditional organizations. In effect, some revolutionary youth who
rejected the faulty methods of the CP's and other Stalinist orga-
nizations, entered the ranks. of Posadism in search of an alterna-
tive leadership. The "political™ justification. for mishandling the
funds of the MR-1% is the most recent example of this sectarianism.
They argue, basically, that the money was utilized "for the world
revolution." In reality the money was utilized to maintain sub-
sidized groups in various countries dedicated to reproducing and
dlstrlbutlng the articles of Posadas. In other words, the sectar-
ian Posadists did nothing less than to get the world revolutlop
confounded with these tiny groups S : '

Sectarianism, under normal condltlons, especially when it
reaches fantastic, religious extremes, merits no more attention
than a few biting sentences. But if this sectarianism takes over
real revolutionary leaderships it becomes an actual danger. In
Mexico, Argentlna, Bolivia, Peru, etc., Posadism is only the butt
of Jokes among: political organizations.: In Guatemala 1t has cost
lives. Revolutionaries throughout the world must consider this
problem seriously before it becomes of major importance. Our
course is to organigze -the revolutionary vanguard, -offering a way
out for revolutionaries who correctly despise the faulty leader-
ships of the CP and other groups allled openly o’ covertly with
the class eneny. i

From the hlstorlc point of view, Posadism was born with the
expulsion of a group that controlled the BLA (Burd Latinoamericano
[Latin-American Bureaul] of the Fourth International) and which’
succeeded in dragging along, for:a short time, the big majority
of the sections of the International in'Latin America. Within a
few months these sections abandoned the Posadist leadership,
reducing it to nothing, and rejoined the ranks of our Party. The
process of disintegration of the group was held up precisely
because it succeeded in linking up with' the leadership of the
MR-13, for which it set itself up as spokesman, gaining prestige
for itself and above all, economic resources. Immediately news-
papers underwritten by this group began'to appear in various coun-
tries, including Europe, in which they designated themselves as
"the Fourth International." The common denominator of these news-
papers was that all of them published exactly the same material:
articles, declarations, appeals to the masses, etc., signed by
J. Posadas. No other name was permitted to appear in these news-
papers beside that of the '"chief." There are unsigned notes and
what Posadas writes. From time to time the name of a certain ILuis
appears, whom Posadas himself praises, but this is not to be
marvelled at in this marvelous rellglon, since Luis and Posadas
are pseudonyms of the same person.
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In Mexico everybody knows. the ‘Posadists. They were the ones
who took the floor at an assembly of the school of economics to. .
predict the Atomic World War amid general laughter. They are the
ones who from the platform in an assembly of fifty students or:in
their newspaper with a circulation of 300 which they distribute in
the UNAM [Universidad :Nacional Auténoma de Méxicol, make pathetic
appeals to the masses-of the world for a General Revolutionary =
Strike Against- the Nuelear World War. They are' the ones who main-
tain the thesis of "War and Instant Revolution." We know the
Posadists for their sectarian postures, for their bemusement by a
general slogan that makes them’ lose touch with’reality, that takes v
them like magic into a‘world of“fanciful dreams. So that they state u
that "there is'now no time for: anything, the World War is on us."
A striking instance of the unreality of their "Marxist" analyses

was provided by the dec¢laration they issued when the Posadists were ~

recently imprisoned in Mexico. They said it "is a proof of the weak- =
ness of the bourgeoisie..." Is the arrest of its cadres a sign of
the strength of Posadism? Who raised protests? Was there any mobil-

ization, any publicfmeeting...?> 

An odd groupfofithis kind,’ lacking a sense of the ridiculous,ﬁw
is difficult to c¢lassify politically. To characterize a group with
such a strange religion as sectarian or bureaucratic is not much.

This phenomenon must be viewed by revolutionaries as one of
the consequences of lack of effective leadership in the revolution-
ary movement, as a product of thé incapacities of the leaderships
holding responsibility in the mass organizations of the workers. . .-
Concretely, as the other side of the coin of opportunism, likewise: -
carried to an absurdity by the CP's' and other working-class leader-
ships affected by Stalinism. Posadas is the echo, the inverted:
mirror image of all the big opportunist traitors of the workers
movement like Lombardo, Thorez, Togliatti, Khrushchev, etc.

Posadism has been dealt a hard blow by being deprived of the
resources of the MR-13. As hard as it received when the FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL won back the sections which it controlled in Latin:
America. But this does not mean that Posadism will disappear. .
Posadism, like any social phenomenon, will not disappear as long as
the causes that engendered it continue to exist -- as long as the
revolutionary leadership of the proletariat is not organized on a
world scale. Until this is accomplished, Posadism will continue %o
attract elements who can be counted on for adventurous moves, for
infiltration into other organized groups, especially in groups that
initiate a struggle without a clear political program and who are
easily taken in by the ultraleft demagogy which the sectarians
generally employ. So long as the world crisis in proletarian leader-
ship continues, ‘the sectarians throughout the world will be able to
sacrifice the lives of revolutionary militants who mistakenly Jjoin
their ranks out of disappointment with opportunism in general.

_ The LOM declares that on an international scale, the'task of
the revolutionaries in struggling against sectarianism (and against
its other face, opportunism% is to organize revolutionary Marxist
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-~ -parties. In Mexico this means organizing the revolutionary party of
the workers. _ o S . L , S

ol - :The LOM declares that from any point of view it is unjustifi-
- -able to:confound Trotskyism with the. activities of the Posadist. sect.
~It-.is-as unjustifiable as t0-:hold communism responsible for the
betrayals.and errors-of hundreds of political.groups that adopt the
-most opportunistic positions in the.name.of Marxism-Leninism,. ..

© .. -..The LOM protests- against the arrest of the-Posadists in.
~--Mexico and against the terture.to which they were subjected. Despite
our deep differences with this.group; the LOM considers it necessary
to state that it opposes bpurgeois violence against:revolutionary
militants, ‘whether or not they:are mistaken, whether or not they are
sectarian.: The LOM registers -the same protest against the-arrest

-, and torture-of the writer Adolfo Gilly. .

©. .- -The LIGA OBRERA MARXISTA urges Mexican revolutionaries to
struggle to overcome the crisis in leadership affecting the.working
class; to overcome the contradiction between the objective condi-

. tions:of capitalist crisis and the absence of a leadership capable
. of burying it and constructing a new state, a socialist state. The
way to overcome this crisis,.a crisis determining the present
situation, is to construct a vanguard revolutionary Marxist party.

o -+ The LIGA OBRERA MARXISTA declares that the conmstruction of
~such a party will occur in turn through a- process of alliances and
fronts among revolutionary groups in order. in this way to achieve
. an effective organizational level in which the revolutionary pro-
~gram can. be consistently applied. To overgome the barriers of
sectarianism and to promote the-formation: of an Anti-imperialist
and Anticapitalist.United Front is a slogan: inscribed on- the. ban-
ners of our World -Party. - _— . . o

. -. - The LIGA OBRERA MARXISTA, MEXICAN SECTION OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, urges revolutionaries, the youth, the vanguard of
the working class to Join its ranks. Not to struggle for improve-
ments in: the present system, but to.bury it..We urge the most con-
‘scious sectors. of society to. participate under the banner of . the
- FOURTH INTERNATIONAL: in carrying. out- the. World Socialist Revolution.
- WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITE!:

CENTRAL GOMMITTEE

TIGA OBRERA MARXISTA
MEXTCAN SECTION OF THE
... FOURTH INTERNATIONAL -

July 1, 1966



