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iMPoRT At~ rr.mw · NEASUR.ES IN ALGERIA 

. PARIS - On r.tareh 29 the Algeri~ govemment enacted into law a 
DUII'ber .ot meaa1lres that were initiated during pa•t manthe· ·a Yarioua 
aeotora ot the oouatry•e ecoDOJ117. Thua &~~.other ••••nt1al. atep vaa , 
takea on the road ot Algeria • a 4evelopaeat toward aooialiam.. The two-' 
part deoree inYolTe8 the "orsaa1sat1on and aana1eaent ot Yaeate4 indue­
trial tfDterpr1aea and agricultural \U14ertakinsa . and tbe . "d1Yiaioa· ·ot 
the ·revenue troa UD4ert:alc1Dga aDd eDt•rpl'1a~• under eelt-IIUlaseaent .. " 

In ., .add~tlon, on ·tll•· aaae nlpt, the Alseri&Jl authoritiea took· 
·oTer aome huge propertiea whioh were not at all •••aoate4 • r partiou­
larl,. the iJnmenae Trappe fU'IIa he14 b7 Heui Dorseau4, w~o tor Jla!l7 . 
,..a:ra made . ancl · QDII&de the governor pnerala sent b7 D'renoe to Algeria., 
The pr~pertie• nationalised 1D this W87 were turned Gver · to manase­
merit ooiiUiitteea eleoted_b7 the wo:rnra. 

·.· .• In 1 ta .deo:re•• the A.lger1aD govemaent haa not yet fo:naally 
· ' :ralaed - on. th• legal plane -- tbe ·question ot · the ownerah1R· of the 

propert1ea ·in q"eatio111 but in deo141ns that it woul& no tong•r ', 
utilise the teN ·"yaoate4 prope:rtiea" ( "bi•n• Yaouta") . and that 
Algeria trom ·nov on will be 4Hl1Dg with aell'-muageMQt undert:ak-

. 1nga" ("ejllo1tat1oDa 4 •autlnatlon•), the aooent is placed on ·the . 
. 4eo1a1ve·iiolaX ·aa:peo\ o'f tenew meaaurea; that iaj tbe·management 
of theae me&Da of pro4uotlon tbzoagb the workers themeelYes o~ the 
aoene., 

Poaaeaaion ia nille-teDtba ot the law, sa,.a u old ~ur141oal a4e:ge 
1Jl reg•rd: to personal hol41Dga. But to take praot1oal aotion 1il tbia 
aenae 11.1 regard .tG real eatate will at .onoe arouae .•eheaent proteata 

' troll the Frenob so'\tei'Jllleat. whloh' expr••••• 1D the oiro\lllstanoea the 
thtllking ot the oapitaliat wo:rl4. · · 

The Algerian R•Yolutlon, after havtDg oonquere4 1n4epen4eao•, 1 

~ 1• now 1n .a aoo1al phaae 1D wbioh Tlotory OaDDOt be ga1De4 ·~~ept 
.tnroush a aooiallet re•olutlon out.inatiDs 1ll eatablie~nt of.a 



worker• state. This point baa not 7et been reached, but the measurea 
which have been taken, together with their repercussions in Algerian 
society, haYe stimulated and strengthened the trend toward this out-
oome ~ :Foree . '\frould now. be needed to tal::e these enterprises out of the 
hands ot .the workers and go back to the past.. · 

A noticeable feature ot the decrees ~• the etreas plaoed on the 
moat ettective possible participation of the workers in the manage­
ment of the enterpriaea~ . Ot course. it requires more than mere legis­
lation to convert texte into realitie•, above all in thia domain ~ 
but the texts constitute a point ot departure, a guide and a atimu­
lua tor putting 1nto practice measures that are profoundly revolu­
tionary~ In hia speech pre•enting theee measures to the Algerian 
nat1on\l nen Della, as head of the government, emphasised that this 
wae the meaning or the actions thllt have been \Ul~ertaken c 

Just before announcing the deoreea, Ben Bella told a group of 
7outh preparing to torm a·volunteer work br1ga4ea "In the aeoond 
phaae ot our revolution, we are going to put into et:rect extremely 
important deciaiona. We are going to deal a mortal blow to specula­
tion in this country" \te are going te mal:e thoee who want to contizlue 
in the pattern of the colonial bourgeoisie understand that there ia 
no place tor them her•~ We are going to aee to it that there will 
no·longer be a bourgeoisie here that profits from the labor of their 
b~othera but only Algeriana 9 not grubbing after money,· but g•nerous 
in.exerting themaelYea to sen-e their country.," 

KEY OfAA.USES OF. THE HARCH 29 ALGERIAN DEQREE 

The ~~h 29 decree "4ealtng with the organisation and a&Dase­
aent of tnduetr1al 9 mining and artisan enterprise• aa well as Tacate4 
agrioultural unde~akinga" ••tabliahea tour institutions& 

"(1) the General Aaaembli of Workera, 

"(2) the \torkera Council, 

"(3) the Hanagement CoJIIDiittee, 

" ( 4) the Director., " 

The Gen•ral Aaaembl7 ot Worker• le compoaed ot perman•nt worker• 
on the job over 18 yeara ot age. The at•• ~t the Gener~l A•sembl7 
1• determined each ,ear accor41ns to the degree ot development of 
th• enterprisee Ita 4utiea incl~der 

"A4opt1ng the enterpr1••'• pl&D ot development or oultiYatioa 
within the framework of the National Plan •• vell as the annual pro­P••• of equipment~ pro4uetlon and aal••l 

"Adopting rules 1n regard to the organisation of the W@:L'k aDCl 
1n regard to the determination an~ 41v1aion o! tasks and reapoaa1-
bil1tieaa 

"ApproYing the books at the end ot the aooo\Ulting perio«~ 



l ' .• ... . 

"E.i~ets.q· the Worbn Co•o11 when · th1• bo47 1• .a.et up~·." . 
' ~ . 

~e:. G.aeraf · .A.a•••b17 . aakea 1ta 4eo1a1oaa ·b:r · ~ •implt~ · ma3or1t7 
of . waJ'k~zo• .. PM•••ti al tb.e\al)l • .. _._ ot two•thi1'4.a ot the Habera· 
ia nquin4 to~ •• .14 aot1••· Y•tills taba plaoe b7 aeol'et 'ballot • 

. \fo:rb~ oOuiloua 8l'e ··~ Up 1D ea,er»:riae~ vh•:re. ~re ' tlwl ·roo 
voz-te~a ·uoe eaplo~a.·. R•~aeDtatioD ia oil the ba-.1a ot .. ilot :•'*" · 
~~ oDe Cou~11 meabe:r tor enr,. 15 aac1 aot leas tbaa one fer. e?eJ:7 
teD. ~e nl•• .. t~r vot1as an ·the -e a• tor the General A••••bl7. 
llleo,ed. tor·tbree-,..u t-.. •. olle•th11'4 of it• aeabera are :reaewe4 
eaoh 7'taJi .• · ~t~ 4ut1ea, with •e•• 41tte:reao••, are the aa.e •• tho•• 
of the .. GeD•ral .. .A.aaea'bl7 1D eMlle~ enterpr1•••~ B,at it · also ,•leota 
·ed .oontrola" the J.lallagemeDt Coa1ttee. · ~ .. .. · 

. !'he ;1-Ialiage~aeat Committee oona1•t• of hom three · to: eleTeD ..... 
'beJ-• who ho14 o~t1oe on the aue baala aa ·•abera of the· Worker• 

· oo~o11~: · tt• ·dut7 1• to I'UD the eatei"J)rltle. It nat •~•t at 1•••• 
oaoe a ..,., .... otteae:r, it the 1Dtenn• ot the eaterpriae 4ellall4 1t 
o~ the ebaU.U, whioll it •J.••'•• a.neae• it. It can a4111t· to lt• 
aeetiDga iD a eonaul,at1ve oapaolt7 •••b•r• ot the Worker• Couao11 or 
the GeJtual .A.sHJilbl7. · · 

· : !'he · Dueoto:r ":npe•enta the State u 1n the rmm1Dg ot t'he eater• 
priae. · Be ' eheob the legality ot econoato llll4 tinaDoial ope:rat~w 

.to aee that 'they a:re matllta1De4 ·tD ooDto~1t7 with the Bat1oa•l Plea~ 
UD4er the authorit:r ot the Oba~ be oheak• the 4&117 oon4•ot ot· 
a.ttat:r• • ~1o111&rl7 tiaalloial aooouata, iaveatorlea •. · ali4· •11lut••. · . 

·Be baa a .4el1bent1'Ye voice ~ 'tb.e MaDa-•Dt Committee .'btlt .O&D·Ile ... r - · •efte .all .. obaiftall• Be ·ta · DOII1Date4 ed witlktl'aw b7 the .·SOTeftllleat 
· boa,. 1D ·obarp of the . ._tezopri•e ill. apeeMDt w~tb. th•· Co\ID.eil. ot 

Co..uaal Ebte~1•• aDd Selt-Manageaeat. 

. Iil. ad41t1oai .. to the 4eu.e eo4if71Dg the eatabll•baent .. ot. the 
· · abo~• · orsdiaa•• a aeoon4meaE\'ure ·was pas8e4 aett~s· up .:reJ.atea. 'bo41••·· 

- . · : "~:·weJ:T. eolllllllle," read• the · deo:r•e-. -~· Co\mo1l'· o~ o~~Ua.i. 
ED~eQ,t.-e . an4 SeU-Manapaent 1a OHate4 oompGee4 ot the: obainea . 
ot· ... the :l·Jall&I!.MDt · CoED1~!_!!4 a reptre8ell,at.1ve ot the . Party • ~t tlle 
VG'l'• ~lOil!lt ·· th• JlfP . [.~ and ot the a4aia1atrative autbor1t1•• 
ot the oOibiNae• In oaae ot neoeaeitl'• u 1Dteroo.auaal Counoil eaa 
b• -ue•t•4.·1D pla~• •t 'the oo-1 OOlllloll• bui; ,ritbo\at p,wer -to 
••'bnS.tute 11raelt fer aon thall tin Oouo11••" · · '·· . · · ·· .' - . . . . .. -· 

.. . . !h~ .. . ColliiND&l c0ao11a a14 1D ona~bs manapaqt 'bo41••', -~ 
iat•~~iils the .'wvker• 1D the p:robl•• O,t. •elt--ap .. nt,, ~4 . ill 

, oo-oMtaattns .,lie aotl'Yltiea ot •ateQrl•e•. 

. ~he7 haTe the pCMtr to· &000~ U'· wltUftW approftl ot 4b'eetft. 
appoill~~ )7 t1M so'Yenmeat. · · · · 

· · · ·~· i•1ift1r.i . ~1olee ot tlie 4eoree. '" et .. apeai•l int•~•n' 
. . . . . I ' . • . • ~ . 

• .btlole · 26. . The Maben of Woran OoUilo11•, of the Oollll1t­
tee• of J.iu:apm•D~ ot ente~rt••• u4 ua4ertakillp • or .• t c.o-.oila . 

. -
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ot CoamUftal Enterpr1ee and Selt·•~!lgement1 . cannot recetv• any apeo1al. l 
reaUile.ratioD tor the accompliahllent:; ct the r dutiea. it. being un4er­
atood that the tim• devoted to the-deliberations and work ot theee · 
bodlea ~ll be considered' a• irerasal wek• tae· and·· reaben.t•a. ·on ·the 
same acalfl;~:. 
. ·• •. : •. '.·.~··.,··'·· ·~· ~' .. ·. '·' . ·.• . ' · ....... .,.·· ~'·.· ;..· ·.·· ~ r:.:. · J:"· ".·· ·· · ;~: ~;~-~ tV- ~~ 

"Artt.ole 2?. The members ot!tbe abote··bo41•• ••ro!·•• th• 
tunot1ona dnolving · on tbem ,~lll7 .·ia\· the IIIM•tlrga of th• bo4iea· et 
whioh the::r are members and oannot extend tbe aa·id .tunotion• outaide 
'the aeaaiona of the · •atd.;-bodl:e:•· unl••• exp•eaal:r mandated b7 the body 
to wh1oh tbe:r belongc · ' '· · · ·· · ' 

:-~· ~ .. .. . ' 

• ~i<Jle 20" . ~Y person who : blow1ng17 . blooka . the tunoti·oaiJls 
ot a Hanag11ment. Committe. e, will be liable" to a penal t:r ot :t1 ve ,.ears 
1mpr1aonment and a tine o:t :trom 1,000 to 10 ooo treoa (t200 to f.2 9 000) 
or one ·or the t~to penal ties o · ' ' · 

· "Article 29. The measure• of the present 4eoree become etteeti'Ye 
with ita publication arid .Uat be put into full and enttre.etfeot with 
a aa:xiiNm 4ela,. of · one · ,..ar. ·1 ·. . . .. • · · 

"Article 3(). The preaent decree &n 'tbe orptatsatioll_Ot the 
eelf-IIMUlagement ·· ot ~acated en'Mrptt1ee•: ancl:" \Ul4enakt.np·•. ~ula all 
contrary measure a .. " · · 

. _ On annourusing a two-part de~~·• Marob 29 eetabliahing Workers 
OoUil011a and related 1nstitut1olla, Den Bella ·.apoke to the Algerlaa 
peopl• ove:t- radio and teleYiaion • explailliag the maan1Df5. ot t .'lleae 
eigntttoant meaaurea., The . tu11· text o~ bte speech. ia aa tollewa a 

. . 

. Worki.Dg aen and. woJIIen o:r .A.lgeriai~as I . apeak· to you tbe Otftoial 
Jouatal · ot the Democratic and PopUlar .A.lc;e.r1all Republt;o ie pubtlefiliia 
the teXt o! eome o~ the moat~ it not the aoat importaat deo1a1one 
wh1oh ~he ·governmen-t baa takeJl ain~e tte crenatitu'ti.on. : · . .. • . 

l:t ~once~s a. deore.• bearing on the orsantsation .and. manasemen-t 
ot . induatriali minlng· and· a!'tiean enterprti!Jea aa .well aa· .. .Yaoated 
agr~oul tural U!lde"ekinga. · · · · · 

. Al~iJ.d7 laet week, more 'prectael7 Frtclay March 2~, .the O:tf1c1al 
JoUNal publ1ah4t4 a · 81gnit1cant text 4etinillg the aeaniDB of 1vaoatW." 
onoe and tor all e Those whC) imagined tblit the gonrmaent of renlu­
tionazo,. Alr;eria would wait, ···.·antir ~roldedt" ·· ~tn· taoe. C)f maneuver• whioh · 
aiaed .at nothing more. nor leaa than liquidating the "vacated proper-
ties.• ~ .wll, 'they W.re m:latakell~ · · · · · ·.~ ' 

• ' • : , ,,., .?.' . . .. .. '• . . 

'I have said it before eald~ · I ·rr4JP(tat ' i1::-now. It wae not ··w who 
&o.Ye· away the former exploiter• of this vast aeotorof'the Algerie 
eoonoa7 whiob tbllll beo.au': ..._oatl4· 1Pz'$J)eni.ea •. " It waa not ,,. who 
•ought to aaphyxiate the .A.lgeriaa eeono1117 . 1 ~ .lt · was the . forae~ c exploit­
era who lett, aeeking to make their e:Xodua a wa7 ot aabo't~ging an4 
'blook1Dg· the · poaaibtlitiee: ft~··· ~eooma~otlDs in4apend.eDt .Alseria "' 
We bad to atem in the bri•feat poaa1ble time the diaaatroua con••-

.. . 
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quenoea ot ·this .sabotage. 

· To, those wtio· lett, the i'roviaional Government . appea1e4 ·the.t 
they re.turn. How •n:r o:t theQS· retumed? .· · . 

' ,"' ' - ' . 
• • ¥ • 

Before &n'7.C)rie,etarta.tc invoke great pr1nc$.plea, let .b1m tell 
ua clearl)". how. man:r of -them reepo:nde4 t:o the appee.l of the Provi-. 
aional· ·Q()ve~ent to return· and to. participate in the .r~oonatruotlon 
of t11e· countri. · · · 

. . 

Could . the .governmen~ tbat ' iaaue4 trom the Alprian R_eTolutioa 
atand o.rma folded before auch a challenge? It it b.$4 done ao, it . 
would not have ·been· ~orth:y. ot the Alger.ian· Rev_o.luti~n, ~~ would· no~ 
have t>een wort:tly o:t . a peaking iD the nuae · of the Alger1an people o . 

Horeove;r . the worlting JDaasea ot the coWttr,", th•Y· understood· their 
~u'ty. . Aimollt everywhere, . the7 ors8ll1se4 themaelvea- apontaneou•l7 -
an4.-move4 a 'to replace .theabsoondiDg·exploitera •. In this l'eape~~i 

. th• decree• . of Ootobel': ~2 and November 23 • 1962, aett·ing up l•laJlag•- · . 
m•nt Committees, 414 no more thnn ratify e. state ot a:tttlire which the 
working masses, in their patriotic· and revolutionary spirit, had 
oreated throughout the extent of the country,. · · 

. ' . . 

J>ld the de4reea ot Octo be~ 22 and NoYember 23, 1962, · e1oae th• 
door to · tboae wh.o had le.tt • neglecting their duties tetrard the· laa4 
whiob had nouriahed them? ID no 1'aah1on o Revolutionary Algeria . ha• 
1te traditiona ot generoait;r. The deoreea ot October ~2 :~d NoTea­
ber 23~ 1962, le.t:t them the poasibilit7 ot returning and:~nn ot.being 
reinstated in their enterprises and unde~ak~ga whic~ they bad 
abandoned, but . on condition that tbe;r gave e~1'io1ent guarantee• tor 
honeat and produot1ve maaagemeat ot the enterpriee and on condition 
ot aooeptlne; a1noere collaboration with the l~anagement Committee• ~ 

' • ~ , . • • 40 • 

now mcn7 of them returoed and agreed to oollaborate with the 
I-lanagement Co1DJ11-tteea? · 

\that ·national so•enaent, won~ ot the DUe • woul4 · ha~e per­
aitte4 the 81tuation to d•tario&-ate? It waa b1Sh time that J.1gei'1a · 
went to work •. It waa high tiae that the ·governaent wh1oh 1aaue4 
trom the Algerian ~evolution orsnn1ae4 the maDasement ot .th• \U14tr­
tak1Dgs and UD4ertak1Dga al;taD4oned, betra7ed b7 their t .ormer e~1(tit­
era. Th.- Algerian worker• ha4 proYe4 their hpaotty to.:till the· ·gape. 
It wae ··. neeeaaar1 to give them the opportUD1t7· to oont1n1le_ in · the~ 
ettorteo 

It then .proved to be 1mpoaa1ble to orpnise .eytbing 1D. • .. eeotor 
in wbloh "•aoate4" could 'be oont1Dual17 plaoe4 in queat1oa, 1D vhioh 
"•acated" ooul4 be .. made the ob;teot of preaaure • of barga1n1ac, of 
the bue1n••• · o~ tQtluenoe. It waa neoeaaary to 4ef1D1t1Yel7 ••ttl• . 
the que•t1on of the "'Yacated propenlea." I'tr wa• neceaaary that tbe 
aeotex" of "Yaoated properties• 'be 4et1De4, 4etermined• . onoe _: an4 · fol' 
all~ : . 

. - lt waa · in th18 spizoit that· we passed our deone ot .. :Maroh 18.1 
196'9 dealilll with the regulation of the "vaoated ~open1e•~ " - Th1a 



d•oree vb1oh the National Constituent Asa•mbly approved in it• ee•aion 
ot Naroh 26'il 1%3, barred any appeal from a t-uling taken. prior to 
Hal"oh · ~2, 196:5., that a property had been. "Tacate4 o " All enterprise• 
or an industrial.., ooJIDlerci,al 9 artiaan, tinanoial and mining oharaeter ~ 
all asr1oult~al .and .toreatry undertakings, all the o.t.tices "' l'(D&l 
eatate or portion• of real eatate whioh ~ on the date of March 22 '* 
196:5, had been· ruled to be "..,acateclc;" we:re, onae and .t.or a l l ; def'in1-
t1Yel7, "Yaoated p~opertiea" and from thia tact their management 
pa•a~d. on~e and .tor· all, definitively, to the Algerian workers~ 

hom now on we will not ape&k an7 more of UTaoated. propertiea• 
but of. ~nterpr1aea and undertaking• or a elf-management ... · 

Once de~ined aa "vaoatec1 9 " once det.ormined aa the key . seotor 
ot the Algerian.eoonom,-9 we 1DWit turn, aer:loual:r~ to the proble• of 
tb• m&Dagement· o! thia a ector which we wish to use as a. ·"pilot" tor 
0~ aocialiamo . 

. Two ~olutj.ons are o.t.terod. Should we place management in the 
State? ·should we place it with the workers? 

In tact lio hesitation· is posaible4 The principle ot • ·elt-
. management · ot the enterpriaes by the worl~ors has already been: . 
1naor1bed in the reality o.t the Alcerian Uevolution by _the I!IPOn'tane­
oua ~ e~n•o1oua . action o.t the laboring masses. The pow•r.tul m~vement 

. of 'ttl• t-:e;nasement Comr,itteea. which .multiplied tbro.ugbout tbtt · ooun­
~r,-~ ·awaited eimpl7 legallsation _in all its revolutionary exten•ion., . 

' . .. 

The decreea ·wbich tho Ot.ticial Journal ot th• Democratio and· 
Popular ·A..lgerlan nepublic is puliilahtiig toaay legalize• . :and· 11lst1-
tut1onal:1sea.t~e. enterpr1aea of ·selt-managoment being run by tbe 
dtaoor•tt.c collectivity ot the workers ... · · 

·with the General Assemblies and tll~ Vorlr.ers Counoilai with the 
Nanagement Committeea, the Algerian workers are takin~ . their ~eatin;y 
1n their own handa. It ia the worl:ors, in their General- A•sembliea \) 
who will deo1de on the plan of deTeloprnent tor their enterprises 
within. the :fz-amework o.t the lfatlonal Plan. It ia they,_ the ·workera t 
who will eatabliah t exartine Bnd adopt the bobkkeeping account• <! It 
la .. they who will determine bonuaeD for output. .It is they who· will 
harveat the tnlt . ot their labor. 'l'hey will particlpat• ·1_11 . the . 
management of the national tunda tor investment and the balancing -
of eiaplo,.iDuto · 

. Work1Dg men ancl women of ~lgeria, I would like to strees the 
· national . tun4• tor bale.ncins e•plo:rment~· 

As 7ou · blow; there are unemplo:yed • man,- unemployed in .Algeria eo 

There are ~ob~, ·many ~oba with pcor or little pay 111 Algeria .. . Tbere 
1• beaV7 .labor which exb.auata a person and other w~rk : tbat 1a n~t ao 
bad c There are rich region•, but a lao poor one a 1ri Al~e.rln ~ :.· 

It ia through the national :fuDda tor . the bal~o1ng of ,mplo.,.ent 
that t·h.- •olldarlty or the working men and wom•n of Algeria expr••••• 



.. 

itaelf. It ia throufh theee funds that.the workers of the M1t1d~a 
and thoae. of the Auzoea expreaa their f»atern1ty ~ hom the eaat to 
the ve•t, from tha north to the. eouth, the Algerian workera, through 
the national lunda tor balanoing ot emplo,ment, expreea onoe again 
the unity of the Algerian nation. . 

Working men and women ot Algeriat I would also l1ke to apeak 
about the Director who conetitutea one of the inatZ"WWlenta of your 
eelt-management. 

· Thia Director will be aelected on a moral and profe•atonal leYele 
He will be nominated by the State, but thia nomination will be sub-
mitted to your approval. · 

Decauoe it is neceaear,y that within your ebterprieea ot aelt­
management aomeone ahould repreaent the national collectivity te 
vhiob you belong and eategunrd ita intereata. :It 1a neoeaaary that 
within your enterpriaea of aelt•management there ahould be aomeone 
who can aerYe aa a tranam1•e1on belt between our enterpr1••• and the 
State 9 aomeoae napona~ble tor the tlational Plan ot development~ · 

' 

T~is Dtreotor, whose nomination 1• subject to your approYal, 
this Director ia a vorker.like you and will ahare your ~rouble• aD4 

·jo,w and participate, with you, in the aooialiat construction of our 
. ooutr.r a · 

I·~ake hie task eaay. Help hill. Protect him like one ot yo~ 
own .. 

. \torl:--.ing men and womell ot Algeria. It is up to you and onl7 you 
to prove to the world that the Alca~1an Revolution wants to be aDd 
oan be in the yan~ard or the aooialiat experiment• of our timeao 
Oloae :rou raDka, "-•moDatrate to the world that :J'OU are maetere. ot 

·your deatin7 9 united·, vtsilaDt and oonaoioua ot your duties and ,ur 
righta, o:rr;anise youraelvea ao tbat evel'JWhere, ove:r the whole .. 
Algerian ten1to:ry, the General Aeaembl1e• ot the Workers can joi.D 
together·and that everJWhere. thzGugbout the Algerian ter.r1tor.7 9 
the f.Ianagemeat Committees, 4eaooht1oally.eleoted, oan han••• tbea­
aelvea to the exalting task ot the aoc1al18t oonatruotion ot our 
~o~tr,'e · 

OO!FEREliOi PROPOGEJ? TO ttE1,p BRDiG .A.JD TO ALGERIA 

rirsan1sat1on ot an All-European 'eanterenoe to Help Brias A14 to 
Algeria waa propoae4 at a meetiDs ot Labour·party meabera an4 Y~UDI 
Sooialiata hel4 •~h 1~ at the House of Commona. ~he meetins waa 
ohaire4 by Jolm BaUd, Heaber of Pal'liqent trom WolYerba•ptoll Eaat 
and toner ecli tozt of lb• .A.lgria. . 

The propoaed oonterence would explore va,.. an4 mean• ot br1Ds­
tns teolm1o1ua and aoientisi:e to .Upria to help a"ed reoonatruo­
t1oa o~ the oouatry. !he date ot the oontereaoe has not beeD .. tia­
a117. t1ze4 but will proltabl7 be aol'le,tme 1D tlay. 
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!rhe speaker t Hiohel Raptis, etrellsed the importance of 4~h• 
Alger!~ .Revolut1on to the .A.rab · and .A.trioan peoples_. . 

There are tremendous 41tticultieli to· be overcome · in.Algeria~ 
h• ea14. Hore than a million lives were lo•t iD the seven-and-a­
halt-year war and the country was lert devastated. On the grantins 
ot independence, 800,000 European• left the oountrye 1 Today Algeria 
is de•perately 1n need of skilled workers. 

In spite ot all this, the Algerian people are optimistic about 
rebuilding their country along socialist lines~ Already nearly 600 
e~terpr1••• and ~,000 square mile• ot land are under the control of 
workers manage~ent committee•~ 

France~ tor economic and political reasons is trying to :roster 
neooolonialiam in Algeriae Decau•e ot the ho•tlle attitude o~ the 
leadership o:r the Social Democratic and Communist parties during the 

· struggle tor independence and their paasivity since then, the Algerian 
people were d1sap~o1nted in the European working claBBe 

This is one reasoni Michel Raptis declared 9 why the _con!erenoa 
should receive extra vigorou. eupport trom the labor movement through-
out ~rope~' · · · 

. It is essential, he aatd, that a lett united !ront be 3Gt up to 
help eeoure materfal aid tor Algeria~ Soc1aliam , is not confined to 
national frontier•; it ie international.· I·lore than pious reftlolutione 
are neec1e4 ·to express eol1dar1t,. with the Alger1az1' Revolution, 
eol14arit:r must apeak the language ot material aide · · 

'< • 

John Daii-4 ~ove4that a preparatory oommittee be formed to 
organist: aeetinga and raiee fUDds to send delegatee to the confer-· 

· ence .. · Twenty NP•e have agl'H4 to aponeo:r tbe . oomitt.••~ 
. ' 

tJNEHPLOYED DEMOilSTRATE nT LOI'IDON · .... , 

· LONDON~ Maroh 27 - Parliament. wae g1Ten f'a~r warning o! the 
mounting anger over the unemplo,.eat aituation among trade unioniats 
and jobleaa .workers when 7,000 of thea trom a.ll parte ot _th·:t ooutry 
aasembled yesterday in a maas lobby at the entrance to the venerable 
building., · · 

Polioe yiolence .tinall:r broke up the dot•rinined demona·~,:-at1on 
· but ~nl;r atter •cene• had been enaO'te4 which ;zoemifth4 ·ob•erTers ot 
' the bitter .day• o.t depreesion ol tbe.:. th1a-t1e•~. '' ·. ,, , .( ,: .. · .. 

- • • r •:i ... ~ & .{,J' .:- ' .::•,' ' . ."!6- L~- ' ,;· •• • ', 

. ~i.• ~~~:tobb:r Wa.s eponao~4· 'b:ef L_.teHt~wirisd1J11ijemidate wbo · odnee1v•4 
1 t •• a ta•e, . mild . a.ttair. Le.tt w1Ds•r.1t ~ :'·~:Plto,-.4 tiforkora · · 
4eo14ed to make it a real de•onatration. They ,ang the Red Flas, 
tiud r•d baDners. ·on the "all• ot Parlta .. nt, "mld •ho\11:e4 alosana 
4eaan41ng ~oba &1'14 a La'bov .sonrB!Hnt, ' ; .,'.' ' . 

~ · · ;_ 7' · •. J_ ·-: ~ --~~: - _ . ::~ ( f ;t .,._ r; ,,-- · -.-.r:i 'i'~ ·~·- - ~~ !" 
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When police telt that the7 could not suco•e4 1n barring the lobby­
iata trom eatering the building. tbe7 aent tor reinro._e .. nta. 
Mouated cop• plUDged 1Dt~ the c•owa. Nine arreat• were aade and 
aeveJ:"al -in~~i•• v•re reponed. 

After the lobbyi •ome 1 9~ demonatratora gathered iD a hall 
where the7 heard speakers under the auapioea of the Lambeth Tra4ea 
Oouno1l. The the~ea were the aol1dar1ty ot trade unionist• and 
uneaplo7ed• youth and adult•! the need for m111taDt aetion, and th• 
•ooialiat eolution to the 11 • or eap1taliam. 

_ - :B'ollow1ng the general at~ib 1n Belgiua, the miD• atrikea 1D 
Spain ud the ou.rrent wave ot atrikea 1D hanoe, the aotion 1n Britain 
otters treah evidence ot the taet tbat militant aotion is J:"eV1Y1DS 
among the-workera ot \#eaten E\a'o~. 

FfASSER §POKESI-IAN SUPFORT~ Igj.RUSHCBEy AGAI!f§ f.Il£! 

Haaaanein _l!•ykal 9 a clolie confident ot ES7Pt•a Preaident N••••r~ 
iubl1abe4 an article HQ"oh 30 in the dail7 paper Al Abram of whioh he 

• the editor~ on the prob~•• ot •elation• between Ira~·nationaliea aD4 
Ooma\iniaa • . 

This article is worth notins. Firet ot all• Ueykal expre•••• 
hia •auppo~ for the -position defended by the Soviet• 1D the 14eolos1-
oal oontlict~ putting thea in oppoai~ion to the Ohineae po•itionv 1a 
whioh they advocate oo-operatio~ with all national •eYolutiona that · 
adopt a poli07 ot noDaligmaent." Ill other wor4a, the radical apokeallall 
_ot the. national bouraeo1sie ot course a,.pathtsea with those lea4era 
ot ~be bureaucracy who advocate all-out 8Qpport for the colonial 
bovseois1e 8 and he ia rather frigid towarda the leaders ot the OhiDeae 
CP ·who play with the idea ot "uninterrupted reYolution• in the oolontea& 

Seoon417e he po1Dta out' that the recent eventa 1D Iraq O&DDot be 
correotl7 held to be a victo~ tor the Weat in the oold ware •The 
lea4era. ot the Iraqi Oommuniat party baYe not been executed beoauae 
they belonged to that part79 but beoause the)' had ooam1tt•4 INMer•"• , 
Thia ia aD a~empt to 3uat1t7 the fleroe peraeoution auftere4 by the 
Iraqi OP lea4era as being nothing more thaD uadera'tandable rne:rage 
exaotea by the Iraqi nat1onal1ata tor the aupport the OP gave Ea•••• 
in butoherins the·nationaliat Naaaer1•t foroea 4urtDg the -Moeaul aa4 

j·· KiZ'kuk upriainge. .At the •am• tilte Naaaer ••"ea aotioe to Aa•r1eaa 
! 1mperial1c• that he ia not rea47 to abandon bia position of 0 DoDal1SD­

ment" in the oold war, a poa1t1on that peatl,- a_trenphena h1a bar- · 
gaiai:rag power. The· SoY1et bveauozaae7, 1 t baa ben ahown • will oon­
t1Du• to aend a111tar,r and eoono•io a14 to the Arab aat1onal1at• •••a I when they butoher the· local CP leader• &D4 ailltanta. 

, ~h1r417, Heykal po1D.ta out· the oontraat between the full au:Ptort l -· to Raaaer aDd Naaaer1n adopted b7 the Arab OoiL"lUniata 4u1Dg the Buea 
or1•1• iD 1956 and the violent opposition of the Syrian Ooamuai•ta, 
illoluding tbeb' leader Kbale4 Dasdaohe, to Sno-~ID'J)tian unit7 1D 
·1958o Heykal tries to ahow 1n thia wa:r that Oo~mUDiat• only •uppet 
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national upriaings temporarily and tor tactical reasons. In taot, 
onoe aga1D a baa1o leaaon ie driven home the hard. wayr neither the 
oppo:rtuniam ot 1956 nor the aectarian break with the mass m·ov•ment 
in 1950 enabled Arab Communism to win leadership of the Arab national­
demooratio maas movement. Yet in aeveral Arab countries condition• 
were·exoellent. to build a pow•rtul movement on the basis ot workills-
olaeo independ•no• and a program of perman~nt re•olution,e · 

. . 
Pinall71 He:rkal 1a compelled to conclude that •we are not hostile 

toward.s l'larx1am aa an ideology o . Nobody can deny that·· Marxin baa . 
let.t . . trace• in our co\U'ltry, notwithstanding the activity ·ot . the iocal 
Co1111un1at .. ·orpniaation•. " Here He:rkal maltea an important ·aclJa1aa1oD c · 

Notv1thst'u41ng the· political miatakea and crimea committed by the 
Otal1Diat leadership 9 l•Iarxiam continues to · eurciae a very strong 
appeal to radical at~denta 1 intelleotuala an~ advanced worker• tish'-
1ng tor the 11ocialiat unit1eation of the Arab people. · · · 

YEVTUSIIENKO tniDEl1 FEAVY FIRE 
, · 

PARIS, April 22 '- For eeveral weeks now, Yevgeriii Yevtuahenko 
has been under be'vy fire tron various spokesmen ot the Soviet bureau• 
o:rao,., The Soviet poet was tint etrongly eri tioised b;r .~ruahobti.,. 
a't a I~Iaroh 8 meeting of writers and artists. . ~~ee week.- later, the. 
litera~ new-paper. Literaturaaft Gas•ta published. a ap•ech by Yurt · 
Zbuko.,.. A mtniater lor cUitura rela\!ona with ~o:reign oountr1e•~ 
Zhukov ta considered to be a leading apokeaaan tor bureaucratic oonw 
aenat1ti.sm on· the 1'oultural tront." A lew vee~ ago be n-ote a · 
.tulm1nat1ng article against f.ltchel Tatu. Moaoow correspondent ot tbe 
Paria daily Le Mondee The attack :read like ani of the old-ti•• 
Stal1niat· e:nrolaea in abuae and v111t1cat~o~. :Finally, a broada14e 
agaiaat Yevtuah•~o·vaa printed in the Ooamuntet youth daily ~om11oaol• 
lbp Pl'av«a, over the a1paturea of three autbora, 1nolu41ng ·one of, . '1i• pap~'· · deputy ch1et editorao . . .· · · .... 

• . · i 

While KbruahoheT'• attack aga1nBt YevtuaheXlko mentione4 other. 
reaeone for the . bureauorae7' • wrath againat the youag po•t • both. 
ZbuoT'• "ape•oh and the IC~uomolata~ P£awa ·-art1cl• 111Dgl• out: 
Ye"n\lahellko'a Precoo1ouaeaoe• asne pii\'aaain "corpuil 4e11ot1." 
~h•ae meaotra were publiabel five iDotallmentB in tbe Pa1'18 veekl7 
L'P!J!r••• and YeTtuahenko . •v14ent17 save them to that ·aagai1De~hile 
he waa. ln Paris •. (His apeotaoular reoept1oD by the Pari•ian CoiUDuDiat 
and·pr.opees1v•.:routh was reponed in the Februar;r .2? Int!!'D!tionaliat~) 

· It . ia true that the e41tora ot :&'~reae:add~d their ow:n·:tttlea 
and aubt1tl•• to Yevtuahellko'e manuacr , and tbot some .ot theae 
aubtltl•• -DI•Y have been misle:.tdlng. BowYer. it ·one analyse·• tbe, 
oontenta ot -.he attaoka againat YenusheDko, . and eapeciall,y- .. it ·one 
reat\a 'tb.e tull text ot tbe I'lemo1ra it beoome• very clear ·why the 
bUeauorao:r. ia both anpre4 an! · frtghtenecl •• not b7 wba_t·. L • ~r••• · 
ad.4•4, but by what Yenuehenko hiaa•lt aa14. · . . 

. 
Aoo.oriiDs to the ittera~m•zt Ge.feta . .Yeraion of ~hukov'a apeeeh, 

thia apok•••an ot theUI'eaucracy eo1are! that Yevtuahe~to•s · 
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·NemoiH "abound in untrue and misleading 1tatements e.nd~aaseasmenta 
not on y ot the . literary but ot the eocial life of our oountr7" 
while the editors of Xoaaomolakata PraYdf chars• Yevtus!lenkowlth 
having made •sacrilegious a\a~emeata1 a~out the Revolution. But the 
quotations uaed as aubstantiation .tor :these aoouaations indicate · 
that.Yevtusbenko'a "eaorilege" vaa not againat the Oc-tober Revolution 
at all, which Yevtuahenko Teneratea ~d which be deren4e~ again and 
again during his public appe~anoe U1 Paria.. Wbat he spoke againat 

· was aome ot tbe woret crillea of the Stalinist regime. When writ ins 
about the forced colleot1Tisation and rapid 1Dduatr1alisat1on of the 
thirtiea, Yevtushellko wrote· t 

•Russian people preferred to work rather than analyse. With 
h•roio atubbornness rarely found· in hietory they built power atation 
atter pcnter station. factory a.tter tactor:r. !['hey worked with bitter­
ness ao that the roar of m~chines, traotora and bulldosera au.t.tled the 
criea and aigha ·that tore through the barbed wire of the S~beri•n 
concentration camps,." · 

'rhia ia in .tact a true and realistic plct\lre or the Soviet . 
people • s att.itude .during the thirties: 

But the spolceame~ of ·the bureaucracy · have_ not publ~c·1y attaclat4 
the part a ot Yevtushenlco • s Hemoira which are most damaging to tbeao 
Theae.~re the parts in whicli !e'auabenko reveals himaeli to be a 
l•~t-win~·iritic. of Otalinia•, upholding the tradition of Bolshevia• · 
an! E.he · c obex- !ievoiu~lon and even apeaking ·u·a nee:ri,..conaoloua 
way.ttJr the )"O\mg generation which want• to ltnk up with that tradi-
tion" .. · · ·· · 

' . 

At least three important paasagea of the 1·1emo1re pout in that 
direction' · · 

( 1) Yevtuabenko explain• in h1a I"'emgira that hia ma,ei'Dal. 
grandtather waa a leading partiaan tigSEer lD the Urala dur~s the 
C1v11 War who was later aent to the Military A•a4emy while frOta~ 
was atill Comm1aaar for Defenae, eventuall7 beoomins a gene~al of the 
Red Arm7o YeTtuahenko'• grandfather was ar.reated and k1lle4 in the 
Stalin purge of 19,So The evening before his arrest he went to aee 
hia grandchild and spent the night ainging reyolutionary eons• to 

: hia.. This ,noTing scene 9 as described by Yevtuahenko 9 beoomea almoat 
•ymbolto in character, the aptr1t of the October Revolution beins 
tranamitted by the old fighter to tbe young generation o•er tbe head• 
ot the "loat generation• whiob mature~ unde~·StaltD. 

(2) YeTtuahenko tella the ator.r or Stalin • s funeral when 
4o•ena ot people were cruehed to death as a reeul' ot the GPU block~ 
tog the atreete with big trucke. A gr~at crowd preaa•d aga~at this 
ba:r1'1er traapl1Dg dow thoae who happened to be in front. The 
poet teila hew be au4denl1 felt oold tury at •••ins this waete of 
human be1ns• in conaequenoe of blind police obe41enoe to aenaeleae 
41aoipl1D• that require4 tbea not to move the truoka. At that •oment. 
Ye'ftu•b.eako relatea, he atarte4 to bate Stalin as the illoaraatioll ot 
that illh\lllall attitude . toW&Ma people • · 
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( 3) . YevtusbenJ~o tells tbe . story of ho1:1 _ his famous poem ~ .... Y 
Yar ~ denouncing anti-f?~n;aiti~m got printed . He haO. _brou(~ht _ j.t ~c;--a 
mer~r:v :magazine 'li - l·tbose .edi,tor hesitated a long time. nut a . d elega­
tion of the prj.ntsbop )to;.kers came to tell him tbat everybody in. t11.e 
shop had read t~c poem and enthusiastically approyed it.. Ytlv.tuc:henko 
describes the rousing ovation he got when be first; read tbis poe·m i n . 
public c \"/hen the session was over~ he continues '-~ an old man wi ·th .s 
eane came to see him.~ He was very moved ., "I have been a membel;" of 
the. Party since 1905 .. · I'-ve spent fifteen years in a forced labor 
camp~ but this evening I know that notwithstanding all -betrayals 
Dolshev.ism is aliye again . e ,. " - . 

Yevtushenk~- made some self...,criticisms after the heavy attacks he 
was subjected toe .Tie admitted that it was a mistake to p~bli3.Q his­
!}Eun~j.re in a foreign magazine. But be didn 1_t recant on· any _ or · ·t he 
essential .points of the r-Iexnoirs~ 

!LELGIAN \lORB.:GllS IIT ACTIO!~ AGAIUST .ANTISTRIKE LA.~ 

DRUSSELS, April 3 ..... _ To give a dramatic demonstration of t hei.r 
views on the antistrike legislation now under consideration i.n: __ Parl ia­
ment, Delgian 'tJorkers began turning this week to direct aetio:a, 

Doy before yesterday _ a wild--cat strike lnvol ving 10 .ooo ·tiOr kers· 
broke .out at the big electrical equ_ipment plant o:f AOEO at Ch:J.r l eroi ~ 

Yesterday wild--cat strikes of tramway workers snarled up -Charleroi !. 
public _· ·transportation systemo · 

. - .. ' -
Today more than 50 9000 workers :in Liege staged a two-hol+r .general 

strike , They met in_ three separate mass meetings to hear union spokes ...: 
men denounce the _projected antis-trike law.;• -. . 

On April 6 an· _emergency · congress ot the Ooei alist pa.rt:r w-il l 
"-ecide what way the nocialiat Hember~ of Parliament should vote o;n 
the pending bills e The work stoppages are intended to help s .t:iffe·n . 
resistance against the laws and weaken the pressure of tP,ose seeking 
to. put .. th~m · on the books" - · 

. -

... · (l!'or a background a.coount of this struggle see the l"larch 6 
Internationalist.) · · 

FRENCH . I1INERfl lYilT STRIIE 
' ' 

. . . 1.~~~\. Apl:'il 5 ~'"7A1thou~ miners at some~ . pits ~ d~monstt~ting their 
!nl.litaA~tf· : ~rWllbled ~t tb~ settlement, it appeat's that the ma.jority · 
consid~r they havewon _their strike ai'ter 34 days on the picket line : 

· s~ far as the demt'.nds rained at tbe beginning by the miners 
uniono ·are concerned, the struggle is endingwitb a quite favorable 
eompromioe e A wage boost of 6., 17,~ goes into effect at. once '!! retro-

• I .I 
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( active to April le Further increases· will go into effect until 

the rise reaches lU~ January 1 and 12o!T,~ by April -lc; 19611-Q An 
immediate payment on account is granted, and the g~vernment a~ees to 
another· week's paid vacation, giving the miners an annual paid vaca­
tion of four weeksc 

Against the background of general class relations in France~ 
both the objective reality and the prevailing mass sentiment~ the 
struggle terminated in victory for both the working class and the 
unions4 It suttices to cite the facts to show thisa 

. The united take-off of the strike wns a surprise !or everyone~ 
including the unions. Tile government,. to save face. named a 
"committee of wise men" who recognized that wages had fallen behind 
C9.1., ·In response to this.., the government, while making out that it 
was accepting the report., granted only a derisory increase'i hoping 
th~t the miners,·at least those in Lorraine~ would go back to work 
and thus break the strikee This was at the end of the second weekc 

.The maneuver failed; neu vague promises were made at the end 
or the third week; the Miners rejected them unanimously., 

At the end of t 11e fourth week, another identical maneuver., and 
this time ~be representatives of the UNR (de Gaulle's Union ·pour la 
rouvelle .Republique) elected in the Lorraine area personally appealed 
tor a back~to-work movement. A new failure~ · 

This time the government permitted top management or the 
Charbonno.ges of Fro.nce to engage in genuine negotiations which"' 
after some twenty hours, ended in an agreementr 

In almost five weeks -- not a scab. ~he niners left and 
returned to \lork as one man. The decree eis11ed by de Gaulle~ 
requicitioning the miners was thwarted~ 

Parallel with the miners 9 workers in other industries presented 
their demands. Substantial ·concessions were either gained or are 
1n process of being gainedu 

·Solidarity with the miners was uidely dernonstraved. not only 
on the port of the working class but also. among \'Tide layers of the 
petty bourgeoisie, and even toward the end of the strike. 

The regime bad counted on defeating the miners and the union 
through weariness, debts material diffi~ulties (important as finan= 
cial aid was, it is self-evident that solidaritY collections could 
never rise h1gb enough to assure minimum subsistence tor 200,000 
strikers and their tamilies) 9 the irritation of the middle class over 
a succession of demonstrations upsetting the daily routine (stoppages 
of electricity., .gas 9 transport<t etc~) which accompanied the upsurge 
o:tdemands during Horch .. 

All this :tailed to achieve the results sought by the regime .. 
rt ·became engnged in a test of. strength., Although the unions did 
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not exactly reply on this leveli the ·movement \'las so powerful that 
the r:overnment was unable to fo lou thro·ughe At no time did it 
daret engage the forces of coercion \fhicb it brought into the 
strike-bound areas, At no time did it succeed in dividing. the 
miners whether in cetting a return to work in the coal basin .or in 
pitting the three unions in competition \'lith each ·otherc . . 

\·Jithout overestimating the victory of the miners, ·it· must 
nevertheless be underlined that it involves a serious loss of 
prestige for de. Gaulle and his regime, both nationally and inter~ 
n:->tionally. 'Phis personage wbo only had to speak to bring ·the 
generals to heel., to make the bourgeois political parties bi1;e the 
dust~ to cancel out the American and British projects, this great 
personage· who already had to change his tone in spea~ing· with·· the · 
Algerian revo~utionists~ was checked by the miners in his first 
gre~t test with the French working classe · lie sent his mi.nistere to 
discredit themselves with declarations on radio and television; he 
kept his mouth shut. 

After such results~ does this signi!y tho.t the workers organi~ 
zationa followed correct tactics? Understandably in . this first con~­
fronta.tion with the regime, the unions wanted to assure · ~ity of 
action at all costs and did ever;ything ·possible to avoid incidents, 
However i- it was posnible to achieve more in building solidar:t ty for 

. the miners~ · i/e have in mind not so much the financial side .or. it as 
workers action~ ' 

It could not be a question of a general strike~ which p~esup­
poses & different relation of torces in the country. but of mass 
q.emo~strn.tions in the streets. 

Towo.rd the. end of the second week of the strik.e 9 th~ ferment 
bad reached such proportion that much greater pressure could have 
been brought to bear against the government to obtain its .capitula­
tion·~ 

The other great wealmeoe wa.s that the mass organizations_., botbr· 
parties end unions., while they supportedthe strike'did not utilize 
the opportunity during the course of it to speak out strongly !or a 
probl'am .(for a forty-hour week• against de Gaulle's atomic weapons 
policy~ · etc~) which would have placed the combat in proper re.l~tion 
to a 'perspective of further battles or greater scope;, reaching even 
to a struggle against the regime itsel!o 

The · l!'rench working class scored an important victory 1 especi­
ally 1! one -takes iilto account the atmosphere which has prevailed 
since de Gaulle came to power. Dut it still bas a bard ·.road 
ahead of .even more ditticult battles which may not always end as 
favorably as this ·one did. · · 

Su~1'Umsnt du 4 avril 196:S du Bi ·18de 11 Qat.rilnae Inttmlati.cmale " 
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