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IMPORTANT NEW MEASURES IN ALGERTA

- PARIS == On lMarch 29 the Algerian government enacted into law a
numbeér of measures that were initiated during past months in various
sectors of the country's economy. Thus another essential step was
taken on the roed of Algeria‘'s development toward socialism. The two-
part deoree involves the "organisation and nanaﬁonont of vacated indus-
trisl snterprises and agricultural undertakings” and the “"diviaion of
the revenue from undertakings and enterprises under self-management.”

Iﬁwadditibn, on the ssme night, the Algerian authorities took

‘over some huge properties whioh were not at all "vacated"; particu-

larly the immense Trappe farms held by Henri Dorgeaud, who for meny
years made and unmade the governor generals sent by I'rance to Algeriea.
The properties nationalized in this way were turned over to menage-
ment committees elected by the workers. : . :

- In 1ts decrees the Algerian government has not yet formally
raised -~ on the legal plane -~ the question of the ownership of the
propertiss -in questionj but in decid that it would no longer
utilize the term "vascated properties” ("biens vacants") and that
Algeria from now on will be desling with "gself-management undertak-
ings" ("exploitations 4‘'autogestion”), the aceent is placed on the
decisive social aspect o new measures; that is, the management
of these means of production through the workers themselves on the
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Possession is nine~tenths of the law, says an 0ld juridical adage

 in regard to personal holdings. DBut to teke practical action in this

sense in regard to resl estate will at once arouse vehement protests
from the Frensh govermment, whigh expresses in the circumstsnces the
thinking of the capitalist world. '

The Algerien Revolution, after having conquered independencs,

' 43 now in a social phase in whioch viectory cammot be geined except
through a socialist revelution culminating in estasblishment of a



workers state. This point has not yet besn resched, but the msasures
which bave been taken, together with their repercussions in Algerian

society, have stimulated and strengthened the trend toward this out-

comé- Force would now. be needed to talte these enterprises out of the

hands of the workers and go back to the asg :

A noticeable feature of the decrees is the stress placed on the
most effective possible participation of the workers in the manage-
ment of the enterprises, Of course, it requires more than mere legim-
lation to convert texts into realities, above all in this domain,
but the texts constitute a point of departure, a guide and a stimu-~
lus for putting into practice measures that are profoundly revolu-
tionary. In his speech presenting these measures to the Algerian
nation; Ben Della, as head of the government, emphasised that this
was the meaning of the astions that have bsen undertsken.

Just before announcing the decress., Ben Bella told a group of
youth preparing to form a volunteer work brigade: "In the second
phase of our revolution, we are going to put into effect extremel
important decisions. Ve are going to deal a moertal blow to spscula-~
tion in this country. Ve are going to malze those whe want to continus
in the pattern of the colonial bourgeoisie underatand that there is
no place for them here. Ve are going to see to it that there will
no longer be a bourgeoisie here that profits from the labor of their
brothers but only Algerians, not grubbing after money, but gonerous
in exerting themselves to serve their country.”

KEY OLAUSES OF THE [ARCH 29 ALGERIAN DECREE

The March 29 decree "doaiing with the organization and msnage-
ment of industrial, mining and artisan enterprises as well as vacated
agrioultural undertakings'" establishes four institutions: -

"(1) the General Assembly of Vorkers,

*(2) the lorkers Couneil,

"(3) the lanagement Committee,

"(4) the Director.” |

The General Assembly of Vorkers is composed of permanent workers
on the job over 18 yesrs of age. The size of the Genersl Assembly
is determined sach year according to the degree of development of
the enterprise. Its duties include:

"Adopting the enterprise's plen of development or ocultivation
within the framework of the National FPlan as well as the annual pro-
grams of equipment., production and sales; o

"Adopting rules in regard to the organization of the work amnd
in regard to the determination and division of taske and responsi-
bilitiesn;

"Approving the books at the end of the acsounting period:
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“Elteting tho Hbrknr! Gonnsll whers this body is lot up.

Thn General Assenbly mekes its decisions by s limplo maaurity
of woerkers present, although a guorum of two-thirds of the members
is required for vdiia actien. ?btiag takes place hy -oerot ballet.

-Workers Councils axre set up in ontorprlsou where more than 100
workers are employed. RDp@outntntion is on the basis of not more
than one Council member for every 15 and not less than one for every
ten. The rules for voting are the same as for the General Assembly.
Elected for three-yesr terms, one-third of its members are renewed
each year. Its duties, with some differences, are the same ss those
of the General Assembly in smaller enterprises. But it also clcetl
and oontrnll” the Hanagon.nt Committee. S

The nnnagenont Committee consists of from three to eleven mem-
bers who hold office on the same basis as members of the Workers ,
‘Couneil, ~ Its duty is to »un the enterprise. It must meet at least
once & month; oftener, if the interests of the enterprise demand it
or the ehairman, which it elects, convenes it. It can admit to its
meetings in a consultative olpnoity members of the Workers Coumnecil or
tho Gon.rul Asloibly. : B -

- The Direstor "represents the State"” in the running of the enter-

prise. He checks the legality of economic and financisl operations
. ¢to see that they are maintained in conformity with the Natiomel Plan.
Urider the authority of the Chairman he checks the daily condust eof
effairs, particularly finsncial accounts, inventories, and minutes. '
-He has a deliberative voice in the Management Committee but can never

serve as chairmaen., He is nominated and withdrawn by the government
' body in charge of the enterprise in agreement with the Oouneil of
Communal Interprise and Self-Meanagement.

. In addition te the decree codifying the establishment of .the -
"sbovo orgmmu, a second measure was passed ntting up related bodiu.'

: "In ‘eVery eomna," reads the deorsve, " a Counell of Ooml
Interprise and Self-Management is created eonponod of the chairmen
of ‘the .liana ment Committees, s representative of the Party, of the
UGTA [Wnions/, the ANP and of the administrative authorities
of the commune: In cass of necessit s 82 intersommunal Couneil sam
be oreated in place of the communal Councils but without, powor to
lib-tituto Atself for more than five Councils.” .

 These Comiunsl Councils sid in creating menagement bedion,-1§
interesting the workers in the problems of lolt-nnnnsonqnt, end in
oo-ordinnting the asctivities of ont.rprtlol.

© .- They have the powsr to aceord er withdraw approvnl of dirnotors
nppointtl by the gevurnnont. .

' &ho :ollcwins articles of the decree ere af special Anterest:

'wArticle 26, The members of Workers Couneils, of the Commit-
tees of H-n-gomont of enterprises and undortaking., or ot Counoils .
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of Communal Enterprise and Self-management, cannot receive sny special.
remuneration for the accomplishment of their duties, it being under-
stood that the time devoted to the -deliderations and work of these
bodies will be considered as wormel work time and romunnrutld on the
same scalca
i(',_' : ¥ i 3 gt A Ji-

"Article 27. The members of thu abovu bodies exercise the
funotions devolving on them only in the meetings of the bodies of
whigh they are members and cannot extend the said functions outside
the sessions of the paid: bodies unluss axprolsly nandat.d by the body
to which they belong.” -

"Article 20. Any peraon who knowingly blook- the functionins
of a llanegement Committee, will bé liable to a penalty of five gunrs
imprisonment and a fine of from 1,000 to 10,000 franes ( 200 %o 2
or one of the two penalties.

"Article 29. The measures of the present deoroo bocomo effective
with its publication and must bo put into rull and tntire effect with
& naxiuun delay of one year.

“Arti¢cle 30. The present decrie on the organisation of the
self-managemsnt of Vaeatod ontcrprtsonland undortakingu tnnull ell
sontrary moaturen, , )

FULL TDIT OF BEN BBLLA'S SPEECH

~_On announoing a two-part descres Mareh 29 outabliahing Wbrk.rl
Counecils and related institutions, Den Bella spoke to the Algerian
people over radio and television, oxplainins the mesning of these
significant measures. Tho full text of hia spooch is as tollowut

_ Working men and women of Algoria,-aa I lpoak to you the s{%&gfgg
Journal of the Demoeratic and Popular Algerian Republies is pu ing
The text of some of the most, if mot the most impertant decisions
which the govornmont has taken since ite senstitution.

It concerns a. desoree bearing on the organiszation and nnnagcmlnt
of . industrial, mining and artisan cntorpriatl as wnll as. vacntad
agricultural undortakingt.

- AerQdy last wtck, more proolsoly Priday Mareh 25, the Official

- Journal published a significant text &efining the meaning of "vacated"
onde and for all. Those who imagined that the government of revolu-
tionary Algeria would wait, arms roldod 1in: face. of maneuvers whiesh -
eimed at nothing more nor less than liquidating ths "vaoatod proporn
ties" Wwell, they were niltaktne

I have said 1t before and I ropeat it now. It was not wv who
drove away the former exploiters of this vast -octor of the Algerian
egonony whish them becarme "vsoated properties.” It was not we who
sought to asphyxiste the Algerian esonomy. . it was the former- exploit-
ers who left, seeking to make their excdus a way of sabotaging and
blocking the possibilities of Treconstrusting independent Algeris.

We had to stem in the briefest possible time the disastrous conse-
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quences of this sabotage.

To those wﬁdjlozt. the Proiisidnal Government appealed that
they roturn._ Bbw many of them returned? :

Before anyone starts to invoke great principles, let him tell
us sclearly. how many of them responded to the appeal of the Provi~
sional Government to return and to participate in the reconstruction
of the country.. o 2 g Tk :

Could the government that issued from the Algerian Revolution

-stand arms folded before such a challenge? If it had done so, it

would not have besen worthy of the Algerian Revolution, it would not
have been worthy of speaking in the name of the Algdrian people. .
lloreover, the working masses of the country, they understood their
duty. Aimodtﬂthrywhorp. they organiszed themselves spontansously -
and-moved in to replace the absconding exploiters. In this respect,
the decrees of Ootobex 22 and November 23, 1962, setting up lianage-
ment Committees, did no more than ratify a state of affairs which the
working masses, in their patriotic and revoluticnary spirit, had
oreated throughout the sxtent of the country. .

Did the dedrees of October 22 and November 23, 1962, close the
door to those who had left, neglecting their duties teward the land
whigh had nourished them? In no fashion. Revolutionary Algeris has
its traditions of generosity. The desrees of October 22 .and Novem-
ber 23, 1962, left them the possibility of returning and even of being
reinstated in their enterprises and undertakings whisch they had
abandoned, but.on condition that they gave sufficient guarantees feor
honest and productive management of the enterprise and on condition
of acoepting sincere collaboration with the lanagement Committees.

How'many 6: them returned and agresed to collaborate with the
Hanagement Committees?

: What national government, worthy of the name, would have per-
mitted the situation to deteriorate? It was high time that Algeria
went to work. It was high time that the government which issued
from the Algerian Revolution orgonised the management of the under-
teakings and undertakings abandoned, betrayed by their former exploit-
ers. The Algerisn workers had proved their sapaoity to .fill the gap.

It was netessary to give them the opportunity to continue in their

effoxts. -

It then proved to be impossible to organise anything in a segtor
in whioh "vacated" could be continually placed in question, in which
“"yacated" sould be made the object of pressure, of bargaining, of
the business of influence. It was necessary to definitively settle

the question of the “vacated properties.” It was necessary that the

geater of "vacated properties” be defined, determined; once and for
all! ‘ ' : ' W

It was in this spirit that we passed our decree of March 18
1963, dealing with the regulation of the "vacated properties.” fnig



—m
desree which the National Constituent Aanembly spproved in its sounion
of Mareh 26, 1963, barred sny appeal from a ruling taken. prior to
Heareh 22, 1965, that a property had been "vacated." All enterprises
of an 1ndustr1a1, commercial, artisan, financial and mining character,
all agrisultural and forestry undertakings, all the offiges, rsal
estate or portions of real estate vhiuhg on the date of Marsh 22,
1963, hed been ruled te be "vacated, ' were, once and for all, defini-
tivtiy, "vasated properties" and !rom this fact their managon.nt
‘passed, once and for all, definitively, to the Algorian workers.

From now on we will not lpeak eny more of “vacated properties”
but of enterprises and undertakings of self-management.-

Once defined as "vacated," once determined as the kay.sletor
of the Algerian economy, we must turn, seriocusly, to the prodlem eof
the management of this sector which we wish to use as a- "pilot" for
our socialism.

Two solutiOns are offercd. Should ye plass managemont in the
State? Should we place it with the workers?

In faet xo heaitation is possible. The prineiple of nolr-
.management of the enterprises by the worlkers has already been.
inseribed in the reality of the Algerian llevolution by the spontane-
ous, conscious action of the laboring masses. The powerful movement
- of the lanagement Comnittees, which multiplied throughout the soun-
tryg await.d simply legalization in all its rovolutionary extonnion,

The decrees which tho Official Journal of the Domocrntic and:
Popular Algerian Republic is publishing today legalizes.and insti-
tutionalises the enterprises of self-managoment being run by tho
demooratic colloctivity of the workers. . 2

‘With the Gonoral Assemblies and the Norrors Gounoils9 with tho
lianagement Committees, the Algerian workers are taking. their destiny
in their own hands. It is the workers, in their General Assemblies,
who will deocide on the plan of development for their enterprisss
within the framework of the Nationsl Plan., It is they,.the workers,
who will establish, exanine and adopt the bookkeeping acecounts. It
is they who will determine bonuses for output. It is they who will
harvest the fruit of their labor. They will participate in the
management of the national funds for investment and the balaneing
of employment.

' Working men and women of Algeria, I would like to streos tho
-nationnl funds for baleanecing .nploymantn ]

As you know, there are unemployed, many unempleyed in Algoriat
There are jobs, many Jjobs with poor ox little pay in Algeria. There
is heevy labor which exhsusts s person and other work that 1a not so
bad. There are rich rOgionn, but alse poor ones in Algaria

It is throush the national funds for the balaneing of employmont
that the solidarity of the working men and women of Algeria expresses
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‘itself. It is through these funds that the workers of the Hitidja

and those. of the Aures express their fraternity. From the east to
the west, from the north to the south, the Algerian workers, through
the national funds for balaneing of employment, express once again
the unity of the Algerian nation. :

Working men and women of Algeria, I would also like to speak
about the Director who constitutes one of the instruments of your
solf-management.

This Director will be selected on & moral and professional level.
He will be nominated by the State, but this nomination will be sub-
mitted to your approval. , '

Because it is necessary that within your enterprises of self-
management someone should represent the national collectivity te
whigh you belong and safeguard its interests. It is necessary that
within your enterprises of self-management thers should be someone
who can serve as a transmission belt between our enterprises and the
State, someone responsible for the National Plan of development. '

Trhis Director, whose nomination is subject to your appreval,
this Director is a worker like you and will share your troubles and

"Joys and participate, with you, in the socialist construction of our
_eountry. '

liake his task easy., Help him, Protect him like one of your
owa - : L

Vorl:Ang men and women of Algeria, It is up %o you and only you
to prove to the world that the Alperian Revolution wants to be and
oan be in the vanpguard of the socialist experiments of our times.
Close your ranks, demonstrate to the world that you are masters of
your destiny, united, vigilant and conssious of your duties and your
rights; organise yourselves so that everywhere, over the whole
Algerian territory, the General Assemblies of the Workers can Join
together and that everywhere, throughout the Algerian territory,
the lianagement Committees, demooratically elected, 6an harness them-~
selves to the exalting task of the soclalist conatrustion of our
sountry. - : . .

Organization of an All-Furopean Conference to Help Bring Ald ¢o
Algerie was proposed at a meeting of Labour party members and Young
Socialists held liaxreh 14 at the House of Commons. The meeting was
chaired by John Baird, Hember of Parlisment from Wolverhampton Fast
and former editer of Free Alperia. :

The proposed conference would explere ways and means of bring-
ing teshniscisns and scientists to Algeria to help speed reconstruec-
tion of the country. The date of the gconference has not been fin-
slly fixed bdut will probably be sometime in May. -
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The speaker, l1ichel Raptis, stressed the impertance of “he
Algerian Rovalution to the Aradb and African pooplou.

There are tremendous difficulties to be overcome in Algoria.

. he said. liore than a million lives were lost in the seven-and-s-
half-ysar war and the sountry waes left devastated. On the granting
of indepsndence, £00,000 Europeans left the country. 'Today Algeria
is desperatsly {n need of skilled workers.

In spite of all this; the Algerian people are optimistic about
rebuilding their country aleng socialist lines. Already nearly 600
enterprises and 4,000 square miles of land are under the contrel of
workers managomont committoese

France, for aconomic and political reasons, is trying to foster
neocolonialinm in Algeria. DBecause of the holtilo attitudoe of the
leadership of the Social Democratie and Communist parties during the
struggle for independence and their passivity since then, the Aggerian
people wlra disappointed in the Iuropean working elaase

This is one reaaon, Michel Raptis declared, why the conforonou
should receive extra vigorous support from the 1abor movement through-
out Europnn

. It is essential, he said, that a left united front be set up to
help securs material aid for Algseria., Socialism is not confined to
national frontiers; it is intermational. Illore than pious resolutions
are needed to express solidarity with the Algerian Rovolution;
nolidnrity must speak the language of material aid. - _

John Baird movcd that a preparatory conmittoo be formed to
organize meetings and raise funds to send delegates to the confer-
‘snce. Twenty IP's have agreed to sponsor the committee.

UN'EHPI@!ED DIMOLSTRATE IN LONDON

LONDON Hnrch 27 ~- Parlisment was given falr wnrning of th&
mountin angor over the unemployment situation among trade unionists
and Jobless workers when 7,000 of them from all parts of tha country
nln;nblod yesterday in a msns lobby at the ontranco to the venerable
bui d:lnge

Police viclence finally brokt.up the dotermined déﬁontvbﬁtion
" but only after scenes had been snasted which reminded obsarvuru of
~ the bittor dayu of depression of tho thirtlc|, 2% RE T .

The Iobby was sponsored by riggt-wing bumnauutles who adneoivod
it as a tame, mild affair. Left wingers and -unémployed workers
decided to make it a real demonstration. They sang the Red Flag,
fixed red banners on the walls of Parliament, and shouted slogans
demanding jobs and a Labour goverament. S X :
. Fgd A ) 4 25 S 5 7 B
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When police felt that they could not succeed in barring the lebdby-
ists from entering the building, they sent for reinforgements.
liounted cops plunged into the crowd. Nine arrests were made and
several injuries were reported.

After the lobdby, some 1,300 demonstrators gathered in & hall
where they heard speakers under the auspices of the Lambeth Trades
Council. The themes were the molidarity of trade unionists and
unezmployed, youth and adults, the need for militant aection, and the -
socialist solution to the 111s of sapitalism.

. Following the general strike in Belgium, the mine strikes in
Spain and the ocurrent wave of strikes in France, the action in Britain
offers fresh evidence of the fact that militant astion is reviving
among the workers of VWestexrm ILurope. '

' FASSER SPOKESMAN SUPPORTS KHRUSHCHEY AGAINST HAO

Hassanoin Heykal, a close confident of Egypt's President Nasser,
fublinhld an article lMarch 30 in the dally paper Al Abram of which he
ca th.ioditor, on the problem of relations between Arab nationalism apd

ommunism. .

This article is worth noting. First of all, Heykal expresses
his "support for the position defended Dy the Soviets in the ideologi-
cal conflict, putting them in opposition to the Chinese position, in
which they advocate co-operation with all national revolutions that
adopt a policy of nonalignment." In other words, the radicsal spokesman
of the national bourgeoisie of course sympathizes with those leaders

‘of the bureaucracy who advocate all-out suppert for the colonial

bourgeoisie, and he is rather frigid towards the leaders of the Chinese
CP who play with the idea of "uninterrupted revolution" in the colondes.

Secondly, bhe points out that tho recent events in Iraq cannet be
correatly held to be a victory for the West in the cold war. "The

. lenders of the Iraqi Communist party have not been executed because

they belonged to that party, but because they had committad murders.”
This is an attempt to Justify the fierce persecution suffersd by the
Iraqi CP leaders as being nothing mere than understandable revenge
exacted by the Iragi nationslists for the support the CP gave Kassen
in butochering the nationalist Nasserist foreces during the lMossul and
Kirkuk uprisings. At the same time Nasser serves notice to American
imperialism that he is not ready to abandon his position of "nonalign-
ment” in the ocold war, a position that greatly strengthens his bar-
gaining power. The Soviet bureaucrasy, it has bdeen showr, will con~
tinue to send military and economic aid to the Aradb nationalists evea
when they butchexr the local CP leaders and militants.

Thirdly, Heykal points out: the contrast betwesen the full support
to Nasser and Nasserism adopted by the Arab Communists during the Sues
orisis in 1956 and the violent opposition of the Syrian Communists,
insluding their leader Khaled Dagdache; to Syro~igyptian unity in

‘1958, Heykal tries to show in tihis way that Communists only suppert
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national uprisings temporarily and for tactical reasons. In faet,
onge again a basic lesson is driven home the hard way: neither the
opportunism of 1956 nor the sectarian break with the mass movement

in 1958 enabled Arab Communism to win leadership of the Arab national~
democratic mass movement., Yet in several Aradb countries conditions
were -excellent to duild a powerful movejent on the basis of working-
class independence and a program of permanent revolution. '

Finslly, Heykal is compelled to conclude that "we are not hostile
towards Hnrxisn as an ideology. Nobody can deny that Marxism has
left traces in our country, notwithstanding the activity of the lecal
Communist organisations.” Here Heykal makes an important sdmission.
Notwithstanding the political mistakes and crimes committed by the
Otalinist leadership, Marxism continues to exercise a very utrong
appeal to radicel students, intellectuals and advanced workers fight-
ing for the socialist unirleltion of the Arab people. ' '

YEVTUSHENKQ UNDER FTAVY TIRE

PARIS, April 22 =~ For ssveral weeks now, Yevgenii Yevtushenke
has been under heavy fire from various spokesmen of the Soviet buresu-
oragy. The Soviet poet was first strongly ecritieised by Khrushohev
at a [axrch 8 meeting of writers and artists. Three weeks later, the
literary nowlpapor.nigoraturnaz§ Gaxeta published. a speech dy Yuri
Zhukov. A minister for cultural relations with foreign countries,
Zhukov is considered to be a leading spokesman for bureaucratic son-
servativiem on the "cultural front." A few weeks ago he wrote a
fulminating article against lichel Tatu, Moscow correspondent of the
Paris daily Le lMonde. The attask resd like any of the old-time
Stalinist exercises in abuse and vilification. Finally, a broadside
against Yevtushenko was printed in the Communist youth daily Komsomel-
%knz! Pravda, over the signatures of three authors, ineluding one of.

¢ paper's deputy chief editors. - z

While Khrushchev's attack against Yevtushenko mentioned other.
reasons for the bureaucracy’'s wrath against the young post, bdoth.
Zhukov's speech and the Kﬁﬂl°m¥1!!£Z§ Pravds article single out.
Yevtushenko's Precocious Memolrs as the poet's main "corpus delieti.”
These memoirs were publishe five installments in the Paris weekly
L!Cxpress and Yevtushenko evidently gave them to that magazine while

e was in Paris, (His speotacular reception by the Parisisn Communist
and progressive youth was reported in the February 27 Internationalist.)

It is true that the editors of EL%%EE!!E added their own titles
and subtitles to Yevtushenko's manuseript, and that some of these
subtitles may have been misleading. However, if one analyses the,
contents of the attaoks against Yevtushenko, and especially if - one
reads the full text of the Hemoirs, it becomes very clear why the
bureaucracy is both angered and ?rlghtnnod =~ not by what L'Express
added, but by what Yevtushenko himself said. S

: Aocofding to the %1toratgggaz§ gigota_inriion of Zhukov's speech,
this spokesman of the bureaucracy declared that Yevtushenko's
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'ﬁomgigs "abound in untrue and misleading statements and: auaeusncntu
on

Y of the literary but of the social life of our country,”
whila the editors of Komsomolskays Pravda charge Yevtushenko witn
baving made “"gacrilegious statements™ about the Revolution. But the
quotations used as substantiation for these accusations indicate
that Yevtushenko's "sacrilege” was not against the October Revolution

at all, which Yevtushenko venerates and which he defended again and
again during his public appearance in Paris. What he spoke against

"was some of the worst crimes of the Stalinist regime. When writing

about the forced collectivization and rapid industrialisation of tho
thirties, Yevtushenkc wrote:

*Russian people prefsrred to work rather than analy!o. With
heroio stubbornnesas raroly found in history they built power station
after power station, factory after factory. They worked with bitter-
ness so that the roar of mechines, tractors and bulldosers muffled the
cries and sighs thot tore through the barbed wire of the Siberian
concentration camps."

Ttis is in fact a true and realiatie picturo of the Soviet
poopl- 8 attitude during the thirties!

But tha spokesmen of the bureaucraov have not publicly attacked
the parts of Yevtushenko's llemoirs which are moest damaging to them.
These . are the parts in which Yevtushenko reveals himself to be &
left-wing eritic of Stalinism, upholding the tradition of Bolshevism
and the 56%050! Nevolutlon and even speaking in a nearly conscious
way for the young generation which wants to link up with that tradi-
tion.

At lsest three impoertant passages of the [lemoirs poimt in that
direction:

(1) Yevtushenko explains in his lMemoirs that his maternal
grandfather was a leading partisan fighter in the Urals during the
Civil War who was later sent to the liilitary Academy while Trotsky
was still Commimsar for Defense, eventually becoming a general of the
Red Army. Yevtushenko's grandfather was arrested and killed in the
Stalin purge of 1935, The evening before his arrest he went to see
his grandchild and spent the night singing revolutionary songs te

.him. This moving scene, as described by Yevtushenko, becomes almost

symbolic in character, the spirit of the October Rovolution being
transmitted by the old fighter to the young generation over the heads
of the "lost generation® which matured und.r Stelin,

(2) Yevtushenko tells the story or Stalin's funeral wherse
dosens of people were crushed to death as a result of the GPU black-
ing the streets with dig trucks. A great crowd pressed against this
barrier, trampling down thome who happened to be in front. The
poet eoils how he suddenly felt 6old fury at seeing this waste of
human beings in consequence of blind police obedience to senseless
diseipline thae required them not to move the trucks. At that moment,
Yevtushenko relates, he started to hate Stalin as the incarnation of

‘that inhuman nttitudo towards people.
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(3) Yevtushen!'o tells the story of how his famous poem 3Dab
Yar, denouncing anti-femitism got printed. He had broupht it to
Titerary megozine, whose editor hesitated a long time. Dut a delega=
tion of the printshop vorlrers came to tell him that everybody in the
shop had resd the poem and enthuslastically approved it. Yevbiushenko
descridbes the rousing ovation he got when he first¢ read this poem in
public. Vhen the session was over, he continues, an old man «#ith s
cane came to see him. He was very moved. "I have been a memdexr of
the Farty since 1905.° I've spent fifteen years in a forced labor .
camp, but this evening I ¥now that notwithstanding all betrayals
Bolsheviam is alive again. . .

Yevtushenks made some selfwcriticiama after the heavy altacks he
was subjected to. Te admitted that it was a mistake to publish his-
lMemoirs im e foreign magazine. But he didn't recant on any of the
essential points of the [lemoirs.

BELGIAN VORKLLS Iia ACTION ACAINST ANTIS T;(IKE LAW

DRUSSELS, April 3 — To give a dramatic demonstration of their
views on the antistrike legislation now under consideration ia Pariia-
ment, Delgian workers began turning this week to direct actioa.

Doy befere yesterday a8 wild-cat strike involvlng 10,000 7orkers’
broke out at the big electrical equipment plant of ACEC at Charierci.

Yasterday wild-cat strikes of tramway workers snarled up Crarleroiﬁ
ubllc transportationsysten. _

“ Today more than 50,000 workers in Liege ataged a two-hour general
gtrike. They met in three separate mass meetings to hear union spokes-
men denounce the projected antistrike law- _

On April 6 an emergency congress of the Soclalist party w111
decide what way the Soclalist liembers of Parliament should vote on
the pending bills. The work stoppages are intended to help stiffen .
resistance against the laws and weaken the pressure of those seeking
to. put. them on the books.

(For a background account of this atruggle see the March 6
Internationalist ) -

FRENCH ﬂINERS UIH STRIKD

' Q April 5 =-Although miners at some plta, demonstfating their
militaﬁé? -prumbled at the settlement, it appears that the majority
conaider they have won their strike after 34 days on the picket 1119:

So far as the demcnds raised at the beginning by the miners
unions are concerned, the struggle is ending with a quite favorable
compromise. A wage boost of 6.5 goes into effect at once, retro-
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active to April 1. Turther increases will go into effect until

the rise reaches 11% January 1 and 12,5 by April-1, 1964. An
immediate payment on account is granted, and the government agrees to
another week's paid vacation, giving the miners an annual paid vaca-
tion of four weeks. ' '

Against the background of general class relations in France,
both the objective reality and the prevailing mass sentiment, the
struggle terminated in victory for both the working class and the
unions. It suffices to cite the facts to show this.

©  The united take-off of the strike was a surprise for everyone,
including the unions. The government, to save face, named a
"committee of wise men" who recognized that wages had fallen behind
£%. -In response to this. the government, while making out that it
was accepting the report, granted only a derisory increase, hoping
thot the miners, at least those in Lorraine, would go back to work
and thus break the strike. This was at the end of the second week:

The maneuver failed; newv vague promises were made at the end
of the third week; the miners rejected them unanimously.

At the end of the fourth week, another identical maneuver., and
this time the representatives of the UNR (de Gaulle'’s Union opour lea
I'ouvelle Republique) elected in the Lorraine area personally appealed
for a back-to-work movement. A new failure. '

This time the government permitted top management of the
Charbonneges of I'rance to engage in genuine negotiations which,
after some twenty hours, ended in an agreement.

In almost five weeks -- not a scab. The niners left and
returned to work as one man. The decree signed by de Gaulle,
requicitioning the miners was thwarted. '

Farallel with the miners, workers in other industries presented
their demands. Substantial concessions were either gained or are
in process of being gained.

-8olidarity with the miners was widely demonétrated. liot only
on the port of the working class but also among wide layers of the
petty bourgeoisie, and even toward the end of the strike.

The regime had counted on defeating the miners and the union
through weariness, debt. material difficulties (inportant as finan-
cial aid wos, it is self-evident thot solidority collections could
never rise higb enough to assure minimum subsistence for 200,000
strikers and their families), the irritation of the middle class over
a succezazion of demonstrations upsetting the daily routine (stoppages
of electricity, gas, transport, etc.) which accompanied the upsurge
of demands during liorch.

All this failed to achieve the results sought by the regime.
It became engcged in a test of strength., Although the unions did
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not exactly reply on this level, the movenent was so powerful that
the rovernment was unable to foilow throughs At no time did it
dare engoge the forces of coercion which it brought into the
strike-bound areas., At no time did it succeed in dividing the
miners whether in petting a return to work in the coal basin. or in
pitting the three unions in competition with each ‘other.

l/ithout overestimating the victory of the miners, it must
nevertheless be underlined that it involves a serious loss of
prestige for de Gaulle and his regime, both nationally and inter-
n~tionally. This personage who only had to speak to bring the
generals to heel, to make the bourgeois political parties bite the
dust, to cancel out the American and British projects, this great
personage  who already had to change his tone in speakinf'with‘tha
Algerian revolutionists, was checked by the miners in his first
great test with the French working class. Ile sent hies ministers to
discredit themselves with declarations on radio and television:; he
kept his mouth shut. _

After such results, does this signify thot the workers organi-
zations followed correct tactics? Understandably in this first con-
frontation with the regime, the unions wanted to mssure unity of
action at 2ll costs and did everything possible to avoid incidents.
I'owever, it was possible to achieve more in building solidarity for
~the miners. Ve have in mind not so much the financial side of it as
workers actlona

It could not be a question of a general sfrika, which presup-
poses & different relation of forces in the country, but of nass .
denonstrationa in the streets.

. Toward the end of the second week of the strike, the ferment
had reached such proportion that much greater pressure could have
been brought to bear against the government to obtain its capitula-
tion:

The other great wealmess was that the mass organizations, both-
parties and unions, while they supported the strike did not utilize
the opportunity during the course of it to speak out strongly for a
program .(for & forty-hour week, against de Gaulle's atomic weapons
policy, etc.) which would have placed the combat in proper relation
to a perspective of further battles of greater scope, reaching even
to a struggle against the regime itBBlfo

The I'rench working class scored an important victory, especi-
ally if one takes into account the atmosphere which has prevailed
since de Caulle came to power. 3But it still has a hard road
ghead of even more difficult battles which may not always end as
favorably as this one did.
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