Drive builds
readership of
‘Militant’ in
working class

BY MARY MARTIN

The Socialist Workers Party’s nine-
week fall circulation drive to increase
readership of the Militant and books
by party leaders is a little ahead of
schedule going into its third week. At
the heart of the effort is knocking on
workers’ doors to discuss the social

SWP FALL ‘MILITANT/
BOOK, FUND DRIVE

disaster that workers, ranchers and
farmers are living through, imposed
by the bosses and their government as
they try to place the cost of the deep-
ening crisis of their capitalist system
on our back. We find that workers
want to discuss the SWP’s perspec-
tives for how workers can meet these
attacks and chart a course for the
working class to take political power.
In addition to branches of the SWP,
members and supporters of Commu-
nist Leagues in Australia, Canada,
New Zealand and the UK. are using
the drive, which runs to Nov. 21, to
Continued on page 3

Fall campaign to sell
Militant subscriptions

and books
Sept. 16 - Nov 21 (Week 2)

Sub Subs Books Books
Country quota sold quota sold
UNITED STATES
Albany 9%5 22 95 23
Atlanta 85 20 85 15
Chicago 15 29 115 18
Colorado 30 4 30 5
Lincoln 30 5 30 3
Los Angeles 135 28 135 25
Miami 45 11 45 5
New York 180 51 180 51
Oakland 125 49 135 34
Philadelphia 70 29 70 20
Seattle 105 22 105 19
Twin Cities 7% 15 75 23
Washington 80 21 80 12
Total U.S. 1,170 306 1,180 253
Prisoners 20 4
UNITED KINGDOM
London 65 27 65 15
Manchester 60 20 60 11
Total UK. 125 47 125 26
CANADA
Montreal 60 20 60 13
Vancouver 45 13 45 12
Total Canada 105 33 105 25
New Zealand 50 15 50 8
Australia 45 10 45 9

Total 1,515 415 1,505 321

1,500 333 1,500 333

SHOULD BE

INSIDE

Kurdish freedom struggle
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in interests of all workers
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Sept. 29 protest at Sulaimani airport in Kurdish region against Iraqi government attempt
to ban international flights to punish Kurds for Sept. 25 independence referendum.

Kurds stand up to threats
from Mideast regimes

BY JIM BRADLEY
The Kurdish Regional Government
in northern Iraq, backed by over-
whelming support for an independent
Kurdistan registered in the Sept. 25
referendum there, is standing firm in
face of opposition and threats from
the capitalist rulers in Baghdad, An-
kara and Tehran, as well as the impe-
Continued on page 4

Sept. election
results reflect
political crisis of
German rulers

BY TERRY EVANS

The Sept. 24 German election saw
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s govern-
ing coalition — the Christian Demo-
cratic Union and the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SPD) — lose seats to
the recently formed Alternative for
Germany (AfD.) The CDU and SPD,
which have shared or alternated in
every government since the division
of the country in 1949, received their
lowest vote ever.

AfD took 13 percent of the vote,
and will get 94 seats in the Bundestag,
the German parliament, making it the
third largest party. Merkel’s CDU
vote declined from 41 to 33 percent.

Liberal media pundits and politi-
cians falsely claim the AfD is a fascist
party. “For the first time since the end
of the Second World War, real Nazis
will sit in the German parliament,”
former SPD leader Sigmar Gabriel
said.

And, as in the case of President
Donald Trump, they claim the AfD

Continued on page 5

Support the fight for an
independent Kurdistan!

The Kurds® fight for independence
is an inspiration for working people
worldwide. Despite the opposition of
Washington, Moscow and almost ev-

EDITORIAL

ery capitalist regime in the region mil-
lions of people in the Kurdish areas of
Iraq voted overwhelmingly in favor of

an independent Kurdistan Sept. 25.
It’s no surprise that thousands of
Continued on page 9
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Puerto Rico:
‘Colonialism
causes the
most damage’

BY SETH GALINSKY

“The hurricanes caused a lot of
damage, but not as much as colonial-
ism has,” longtime independence
fighter Rafael Cancel Miranda said
by phone from San Juan, Puerto Rico,
Sept. 28. “We’ve been suffering under
the hurricane of Yankee colonialism
for more than 100 years.”

The former political prisoner was
referring to Washington’s exploita-
tion of the natural resources and la-
bor power of working people in the
U.S. colony, transferring the wealth
to U.S. corporations, and squeez-
ing even more out now to pay the
colonial regime’s $74 billion debt to
bondholders.

Although Washington has sent
thousands of troops and Federal
Emergency Management Agency per-
sonnel, the pace of restoring services,
opening roads, and providing food,
water, electricity and fuel has been
painfully slow.

“Not far from where I live there’s a
10-story building for retirees. There’s
no electricity. They can’t get water,”
Cancel Miranda said. It’s worse out-
side San Juan in towns and rural ar-
eas. Two weeks after the storm many
rural areas had not received water or
food.

“This is a tragedy, especially for
workers and for those with few eco-

Continued on page 7

US rulers’ sanctions on NKorea
hit workers, farmers hardest

BY SETH GALINSKY

While his rhetoric sometimes
sounds bombastic, President Don-
ald Trump and his administration’s
policy toward North Korea is largely
the same approach promoted when
Barack Obama, George W. Bush
and Bill Clinton occupied the White
House — slapping economic sanc-
tions against the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. The goal is to
force Pyongyang to give up its nuclear
arsenal.

If “forced to,” Trump told the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly Sept.
19, “we will have no choice but to
totally destroy North Korea.” He de-
meaned North Korean leader Kim
Jung Un as a “rocket man” who is “on
a suicide mission.”

In 1994, President Bill Clinton said
that he wouldn’t allow the DPRK to
produce enriched plutonium to make
nuclear weapons and that he was pre-
pared to use military force to stop it.

“I will surely and definitely tame

the mentally deranged U.S. dotard
with fire,” Kim replied in kind to
Washington a few days after Trump’s
U.N. speech. “I am now thinking hard
about what response he could have

Continued on page 9
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Revoked Obama directive had

zero to do with women’s rights

BY SETH GALINSKY

Education Secretary Betsy DeVos
issued interim guidelines Sept. 22 to
replace an executive order issued by
the Barack Obama administration
that gutted the constitutional right to
the presumption of innocence in the
name of fighting sexual harassment
on college campuses.

“One rape is one too many,” DeVos
said Sept. 7. “One aggressive act of ha-
rassment is one too many.” At the same
time, DeVos said, “One person denied
due process is one too many.”

Obama’s order, imposed in an April
2011 letter issued by the Department of
Education’s Office for Civil Rights, had
nothing to do with advancing the fight
for women’s equality. Working people
and students should celebrate its demise.

The letter reinterpreted Title IX, a
1972 law signed by President Richard
Nixon. A by-product of the mass strug-
gle for Black rights and the rise of the
women’s liberation movement, Title IX
prohibits discrimination “on the basis of
sex” in any education program that gets
federal funds.

Title IX was aimed at forcing uni-
versity administrations to expand ba-
sic rights, stopping them from denying
equal rights to women. The Obama re-
interpretation turned it on its head, giv-
ing administrators the power to regulate
relations between students.

At the heart of the directive was an
attack on democratic rights. When in-
vestigating allegations, the letters says,
“The school must use a preponderance
of the evidence standard (i.e., it is more
likely than not that sexual harassment or
violence occurred).” This is substantial-

ly lower than the “clear and convincing”
evidence constitutionally required to
find someone guilty in criminal court,
an important basic democratic right. It
shifts the burden of proof from college
administrators onto the accused.

In other words: Guilty until proven
innocent.

The letter redefined sexual harass-
ment as “unwelcome sexual advances,
requests for sexual favors, and other ver-
bal, nonverbal, or physical conduct of a
sexual nature” — a definition so broad
that almost anything was chargeable.
It turned over to school administrators
the decision whether or not to allow the
accused, and the accuser, to have legal
counsel during hearings.

The letter threatened to cut off federal
funds to any college that didn’t imple-
ment its dictates.

The change accelerated the expansion
of a massive bureaucracy to investigate
alleged offenses. It fueled the naming of
thousands of so-called Title IX “coordi-
nators” and set up review boards that act
as judge and jury. It encouraged campus
officials to “educate” students on proper
sexual conduct.

As all too often happens when lib-
eral meritocrats set out to do “good,”
they trampled on people’s rights.
These programs became entwined
with a push to write political correct-
ness into the guidelines on speech and
conduct that have mushroomed on
campuses everywhere.

A case study

In the opening paragraphs of the “The
Uncomfortable Truth About Campus
Rape Policy,” the first of a three-part se-
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Defend framed-up Canadian rail workers!

The Canadian government
is attempting to frame up rail
workers Thomas Harding
and Richard Labrie for the
deadly 2013 oil train derail-
ment in Lac-Mégantic. The
‘Militant’ will cover their tri-
al that begins this month, and
the fight for union solidarity
and to drop the charges.
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women entered workforce, gaining self-confidence, strengthening unity of working class.

ries in the Arlantic Monthly, Emily Yofte
describes one example of this process,
looking at what happened when Kwad-
wo Bonsu, 23, was accused of sexual as-
sault at the University of Massachusetts
at Ambherst in 2014.

His accuser’s written account de-
tails in her own words that the entire
encounter — in which she did not
remove any clothing or have inter-
course — was consensual, but that at
one point she felt uncomfortable. A
resident assistant at a dorm, she said
that it was only afterwards that, “as
my RA training kicked in, I realized
I’d been sexually assaulted.”

She filed a complaint with the Am-
herst police who investigated and
closed the case with no charges. She
also filed a complaint with the univer-
sity, which then banned Bonsu from
visiting any dormitory other than his
own, forbid him from entering the
student union, allowed him to go to
only one dining hall and warned him
to not talk about the allegation.

Though found not guilty, Bonsu
was suspended for a year, permanent-
ly banned from living on campus and
required to get counseling to address
his “decision-making” because the
university claims he used the wom-
an’s name in an email and sent her a
Facebook friend request.

As Yoffe shows, this is not an aber-
ration. The system is stacked to ensure
cases like this happen all too often.

Liberal politicians and middle-class

leftists are up in arms over the rescind-
ing of the Obama directive. They paint
DeVos as a tool of President Donald
Trump, whose every action must be
dark and reactionary. Twenty-nine
Democratic Party senators sent a letter
to DeVos Sept. 14 demanding she hold
off on changes until there is a “transpar-
ent process.” But unlike the Obama ex-
ecutive order, which was implemented
with no discussion, the Education De-
partment is soliciting public comments
before adopting the new guidelines.

The proponents of political correct-
ness often claim that “campus sexual
assault is a national scourge,” despite
figures that show that women in college
are less likely to be victims of sexual as-
sault than nonstudents.

The fight for women’s emancipa-
tion is an essential part of the fight to
advance the interests of the working
class. There is greater support for wom-
en’s rights today than ever. One of the
key turning points came when women
fought their way into the workforce in
larger numbers, especially in tradition-
ally male jobs, including in steel mills
and coal mines. As the number of work-
ing women grew, their self-confidence
grew. They won the support and solidar-
ity of their male co-workers, strength-
ening the unions and the fight to win a
woman’s right to choose abortion.

That’s the road forward, not an assault
on basic rights, meritocratic “nudges,”
or bureaucratic meddling in the private
lives of students.
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‘Militant’ readership, fund

Continued from front page

introduce the communist movement
and discuss developments in the class
struggle — from the independence
votes in Kurdistan and Catalonia, to
the sharp distinction between the re-
sponse of Cuba’s revolutionary gov-
ernment to prepare for and rebuild
after recent hurricanes, and the social
disaster for working people in the col-
onies of Washington and other imperi-
alist powers in the Caribbean.

The drive runs concurrently with
the SWP’s $100,000 fall party fund
to finance the party’s ongoing work.
Charts showing the party’s progress
are printed on the front page and be-
low.

“The Militant stands strong for
everyday workers,” Joye Beamon, a
grocery store worker in Chicago, told
party supporter Salm Kolis as she re-
newed her subscription. “It’s for peo-
ple who want the real story, the truth
about what is actually happening lo-
cally, nationally and internationally.”

Dan Fein from Chicago reports that
he went to talk more about politics and
the party with a co-worker of his at
Walmart who subscribes to the Mili-
tant and got to meet his family. Fein
told them he and other party members
were going to knock on some doors to
introduce the party and its literature,
and asked if they have any sugges-
tions where to go. They told Fein they
thought the party would get a good re-
sponse just knocking on doors on the
same street. He and other party mem-
bers did so and ended up signing up
three of their neighbors for subscrip-
tions.

From Seattle, party supporter Pat
Scott reports that at Walmart where
she works a co-worker asked her why
she says Bill Clinton’s presidency
was bad for working people, and that
the election of Hillary Clinton would
have been just as bad. Scott suggested
he read The Clintons’ Anti-Working-
Class Record by SWP National Secre-
tary Jack Barnes. He bought a copy af-
ter work and got a copy of the Militant
to decide about getting a subscription.

The book is one of the half-price
specials in the drive, along with Mal-
colm X, Black Liberation, and the
Road to Workers Power and Are They
Rich Because They're Smart? also by
Barnes; Is Revolution in the US Pos-
sible? by party leader Mary-Alice Wa-
ters; and “It’s the Poor Who Face the
Savagery of the US Justice’ System”

Socialist Workers
Party

Fund Drive

Sept. 16 - Nov. 21- Week 2

Area Quota Collected %
Albany $5,000 $200 4%
Atlanta $11,200 $2,695 24%
Chicago $12,000 $1,620 14%
Colorado $700 0%
Lincoln $300 0%
Los Angeles $9,400 $125 1%
Miami $3,500 $570 16%
New York $17,000 $1,050 6%
Oakland $14,500 $2,192 15%
Philadelphia $4,200 0%
Seattle $8,200 $760 9%
Twin Cities $4,800 $180 4%
Washington, DC $7,250 $342 5%
Other $1,200

Total $99,250 $9,734 10%
Should Be $100,000 $22,222 22%

by the Cuban Five, five Cuban revo-
lutionaries who spent up to 16 years
in U.S. prisons for their actions in de-
fense of the Cuban Revolution.

Katy LeRougetel from the Commu-
nist League in Canada reported from
Vancouver that party members attend-
ed a meeting of about 40 Kurds orga-
nized by supporters of a group from
the Iranian part of Kurdistan, which
celebrated the recent referendum in
Iraq. “Seyran Enveri, a health care
worker in a seniors home and member
of the British Columbia Government
Employees Union, told me her union
supports the Kurdish struggle and she
has spoken out on this at union gath-
erings,” LeRougetel said. “She got a
copy of the Militant and gave me her
number to get back to her about a sub-
scription.”

SWP members participated in a
meeting about the Kurdish fight for
independence in New Jersey, where
Brian Williams reports they got three
new subscribers to the Militant and
sold 6 single copies, a copy of Are
They Rich Because They're Smart?
and got $19 in donations.

Pamela Holmes reports from the
United Kingdom that Communist
League members from both London
and Manchester got together to cam-
paign door to door last weekend in
working-class areas in Greater Man-
chester.

They also attended two simultane-
ous protests totaling 30,000 people
outside the annual Conservative Par-
ty conference, with some calling for
overturning the Brexit vote and oth-
ers promoting a Labour Party govern-
ment. Many workers were attracted to
the Communist League table, display-
ing placards calling for support for
Kurdish independence, denucleariza-
tion of the Pacific, and for the unions
to fight to organize all cab drivers,
including the thousands who work for
Uber.

“I didn’t know anything like this
existed in Manchester,” 21-year-old
office worker Gemma Jorgensen told
Holmes when she spotted the cam-
paign table. “I was a big Corbynite
at first but ’'m not so sure now. What
would the Labour Party do if it was in
power?”

Holmes said it was a dead end for

Militant/Anne Howie

Communist League members Andrés Mendoza, left, and Catharina Tirsén, center, par-
ticipated in Sept. 17 London demonstration in support of Kurdish referendum. Many par-
ticipants, like woman at right, were interested in books by leaders of the communist
movement and the Militant newspaper. Nine-week international drive to win new readers
is centered on going deeply into working class, talking to workers on their door steps,
and to workers walking strike picket lines and joining social protests like the one above.

workers to back either Labour or the
Conservatives. She pointed to the Cu-
ban Revolution as an example for work-
ing people. She described how the Cu-
ban government mobilized the whole
people to prepare for and then respond
to the recent hurricanes as an example
of what working people can do when
we get rid of the capitalist system and
replace it with workers power.

Keen to keep in touch for future
activity, Jorgenson got a subscription
to the Militant and a copy of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power, Holmes said. Over
the weekend, 16 subscriptions to the
Militant and 14 copies of the party’s
campaign titles were sold.

SWP FUND DRIVE TO
RAISE $100,000

BY CHRIS HOEPPNER

The Socialist Workers Party’s
$100,000 fall fund drive helps finance
the work of the party. There is increas-
ing interest in the SWP, the Militant,
and revolutionary books that explain
why the capitalist world order of im-
perialist alliances and “spheres of in-
fluence” that have marked politics for
decades are coming apart — from the
unraveling of the European Union, to
the Kurdish fight for independence
roiling the war-shaken Middle East, to

rising challenges to Washington’s he-
gemony from China, Russia and more.

Recent contributions to the SWP
fund give an indication of what’s pos-
sible. Jacquie Henderson writes from
the Twin Cities that party members
there are sending in $140 from “con-
tributions from five people we met
when we knocked on their doors over
the past week.”

“I don’t know that we can promise
this amount every week from taking
the party to working-class neighbor-
hoods throughout the state,” she said,
“but if we keep asking, if we continue
to give people that we meet the op-
portunity to help in the work of the
party in this way, it should add up to a
substantial amount towards our quota
of $4,800.”

Cecelie Brown, who works at a Phil-
adelphia-area Walmart store, donated
$10 to the SWP fund. “I believe in the
working class, and if we can take over
and rule, the world will have a better
chance,” she said. “But we need unity
and I think the SWP is a big help in
establishing that. I hope other workers
will join in contributing to the fund.”

If you'd like to sign up for a Militant
subscription, order books on special
or make a contribution to the party
Fund, contact the party office nearest
you, listed in the directory on page 8.

MILITANT
SUBSCRIPTION

& BOOK
SPECIALS

Malcolm X, Black Liberation,

and the Road to Workers Power
by Jack Barnes

$15. With subscription: $10

These books just $5 each with a Militant subscription
(trial offer for new readers: 12 weeks $5)

Are They Rich Because They're Smart?
Class, Privilege, and Learning Under Capitalism
by Jack Barnes

The Clintons’ Anti-Working-Class Record

Why Washington Fears Working People
by Jack Barnes

Is Socialist Revolution in the US Possible?
A Necessary Debate Among Working People
by Mary-Alice Waters

“It's the Poor Who Face the

Savagery of the US ‘Justice’ System”
The Cuban Five Talk About Their Lives Within the
US Working Class.

$7 EACH WITHOUT SUBSCRIPTION

To subscribe or purchase books at these prices,

contact Socialist Workers Party or Communist League branches listed on page 8.
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Spanish gov’t, cop assaults
fail to prevent Catalan vote

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Dockworkers, firefighters, public
workers, students and many others, in-
cluding the F.C. Barcelona soccer team,
joined a general strike Oct. 3. Labor
unions and other groups called the ac-
tion across Catalonia to protest attacks
by Spanish cops that injured some 900
people as the federal government in Ma-
drid tried unsuccessfully to shut down a
referendum on independence there two
days earlier.

Despite the all-out efforts by the
Spanish government to prevent the ref-
erendum on Catalonian independence
from taking place, some 2.3 million
people braved cop attacks and threats to
cast ballots Oct. 1 — 90 percent in favor.
The attacks did cut turnout in some ar-
eas, along with a boycott by opponents
of breaking away from Madrid. Turnout
was 42 percent of the 5.4 million eligible
voters.

Madrid, declaring the referendum il-
legal, sent in federal police with orders
to seize ballots and cordon off polling
stations. Knowing the cops would face
widespread opposition, the federal gov-
ernment housed them on special boats
by the docks, where port workers pro-
tested their presence.

On Sept. 29 thousands of referendum
supporters — teachers, students and
their families — occupied about 1,000
school polling stations, preventing the
cops from closing them down. Hundreds
of farmers drove tractors to the doors to
help keep them open. On the morning of
the vote Civil Guard and National Police
forces in riot gear attacked crowds and
attempted to remove people from the
polls and seize the ballots.

As lines stretched for blocks of indi-
viduals waiting to vote, cops fired rub-
ber bullets at crowds in Barcelona and
other cities and beat people.

“The only thing this will do is make
those undecided people vote ‘yes’ to
independence,” Marc Quintana, a
34-year-old carpenter who was forcibly
removed by police in Sant Julia de Ra-
mis before he could vote, told the Wall
Street Journal.

“It’s really sad to have to vote like
this,” Honorato Pons, 79, a retired weld-
er, told the New York Times. “I'm not
going to let anybody in Madrid shut my
month and leave me feeling humiliated.”

“We did what we had to do,” Span-
ish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy told
the media Oct. 1, praising attacks by the
federal cops.

About 2,000 polling stations re-
mained open, according to Catalan of-
ficials. With large crowds blocking cops
from entering most voting stations, the
Spanish government decided to call off
federal cop operations early. The polls
stayed open until 8 p.m.

During the more that 35 years of his
brutal dictatorial rule, Gen. Francisco
Franco banned unions, crushed dissent
and campaigned to stamp out Catalan
nationalism, barring use of the Catalan
language. After his regime fell follow-
ing his death in 1975, Catalans fought for
and won growing autonomy in capitalist
Spain. In 2005 the Catalan parliament
passed a new Statute of Autonomy by an
overwhelming majority that expanded
self-rule in the region. It was approved
by the federal parliament and carried in
a referendum in Catalonia the following
year. But the expanded autonomy was

challenged in Spain’s highest Constitu-
tional Court by the People’s Party — the
party of Prime Minister Rajoy.

In 2010 the court threw out or watered
down some of the autonomy provisions.
“The interpretation of the references to
‘Catalonia as a nation” and to ‘the na-
tional reality of Catalonia™ in the act
“have no legal effect,” the court said.

Two weeks later over a million Cata-
lans marched in Barcelona against this
decision. Similar marches have taken
place every year since on Sept. 11 —
the National Day of Catalonia. The
march this year, just a couple of weeks
before the banned referendum, was a
million strong.

The referendum — and the brutal re-
sponse from Madrid — is a reflection of
how the sharpening imperialist compe-
tition and capitalist economic crisis is
pulling the European Union apart, as is
Brexit in the UK.

Reuters/Susana Vera

Demonstration outside National Police station in Barcelona Oct. 3, part of general strike
across Catalonia to protest Spanish cop assaults on Catalan independence referendum.

Kurds stand up to threats from Mideast regimes

Continued from front page
rialist rulers in Washington.

“I’ve been fighting for half a century.
With my people I have been through
mass killings, deportations, gassings. |
remember times when we thought we
were done for, headed for extermina-
tion,” KRG President Masoud Barzani
told Bernard-Henri Lévy, the maker of
a new documentary film “Peshmerga,”
in Erbil Sept. 25, after passage of the
referendum. “During those decades of
resistance, of hopes dashed and reborn,
I never imagined that in my lifetime I
would see the day when ... my people
would finally be able to come together
and express to the world their desire to
be democratic and free.”

Out of 4,581,255 eligible voters, 72
percent turned out to vote. “Yes” for
an independent Kurdistan won 92.7
percent. Tens of thousands of Kurds in
Iran, Turkey and Syria celebrated, as did
Kurds throughout the world. This his-
toric development was possible because
the ruling classes in Washington and
across the region have been absorbed
in wars amid the unraveling of the ar-
tificial borders and “order” imposed on
the toilers of the Middle East by the vic-
tors in the two 20th century imperialist
world wars that denied the over 30 mil-
lion Kurds the right to their own state.

The outrage, and the fear, of the rul-
ers in Ankara, Tehran and Damascus —
Kurdistan’s neighbors who oppress the
great majority of the rest of the region’s
Kurds — as well as in Baghdad and
Washington, found swift expression.

On Sep. 29 Baghdad ordered a halt to
all foreign flights in and out of Kurdis-
tan and demanded that Erbil hand over
the KRG’s two international airports to
the central government — a demand re-
jected by Erbil.

The Iraqi government also threat-
ened to send troops to seize oil fields in
Kirkuk, territory historically Kurdish
but claimed by Baghdad in continuity
with the Arabization policy of the for-
mer Saddam Hussein dictatorship.

The Iraqgi parliament Oct. 3 barred
Kurdish elected members from partici-
pating and told them to go back to Kurd-
istan. Then the remaining members of
parliament, led by political allies of Teh-
ran, voted to demand the Federal Court
strip the Kurdish delegates of their im-
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munity and put them on trial.

Baghdad has also asked Ankara to
turn over oil revenues the KRG receives
through Turkey, a key aspect of Kurd-
istan’s economy. For some years the
landlocked KRG has been shipping oil
via Turkey to international markets, but
Ankara now threatens to shut down the
pipeline. So far the oil continues to flow.

“Wake up from this dream,” Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan told
the Kurds. “An independent state is not
being founded in northern Iraq, but on
the contrary, a continuously bleeding
wound is being opened.” He claimed the
only way the referendum passed was by
manipulation of Israel’s Mossad intelli-
gence agency.

“Israel played no part in the Kurd-
ish referendum, aside from the natural,
deep and long-standing sympathy the
Jewish people have for the Kurdish peo-
ple and their aspirations,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu replied.
Tel Aviv is the only government that has
declared its support for an independent
Kurdistan, hoping it can provide a coun-
terweight to the growing influence of
Tehran’s rulers.

“An artificial state” in Kurdistan “is
an issue for Turkey’s national security,”
Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim
said. Ankara is “working hard” to join
with Tehran and Baghdad to step up
pressure against the Kurds.

Armed forces from Iran, Iraq and Tur-
key are conducting military war games
on the KRG’s borders. But there have
been no direct attacks on the Kurds.

Washington: vote lacked ‘legitimacy’

“The vote and the results lack legiti-
macy and we continue to support a unit-
ed, federal, democratic and prosperous
Iraq,” Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said Sept. 29. At the same time, the State
Department made it clear they oppose
any armed attacks against the KRG,
calling for “calm on all sides.”

The pressure the mass vote for Kurd-
ish independence puts on neighboring
rulers was reflected in statements by
the foreign minister of Syrian dictator
Bashar al-Assad, who said Damascus is
open to discussions with Syrian Kurds
about the formation of an autonomous
Kurdish region within Syria’s borders.

In fact, one already exists along the
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border with Turkey, called the Demo-
cratic Federal System of Northern Syria,
home to 2 million Kurds, defended by
the Kurdish People’s Protection Units
(YPG). The YPG is in a tactical alli-
ance with Washington, fighting to oust
reactionary Islamic State from Raqga,
its self-declared capital, and to extend
U.S. influence in Syria along the eastern
bank of the Euphrates River from Deir
el-Zour to Syria’s border with Iraq.

Syrian army forces, backed by Ira-
nian officers, Hezbollah forces and Rus-
sian bombers, are also trying to take
these areas, but are currently confined
to the other side of the Euphrates.

The U.S. imperialist rulers are locked
in a struggle with Moscow, as well as the
capitalist rulers in the region, all seeking
to defend their own national economic
and political interests. In particular,
Washington is trying to prevent Teh-
ran from firming up a land route from
Afghanistan through Iraq and Syria to
Hezbollah in Lebanon.
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German rulers’ political crisis

Continued from front page

vote shows workers in Germany are
becoming more bigoted and reac-
tionary.

Despite its dominant position against
its competitors in the EU, Germany is
not immune to the political turmoil oc-
curring in other capitalist countries. As
the broader economic, social and moral
crisis battering working people contin-
ues to unfold, millions of workers, look-
ing for a way out, have voted against the
parties that have shared power as the
crisis deepens.

Alexandra Heil, a 43-year-old worker
on disability benefits, told the Washing-
ton Post, that she wasn’t sure about the
AfD because “they are somewhat Hit-
ler-like, and I don’t want that.” But she
went ahead and voted for them because
she “just wanted something to change,”
and was pleased to see the establishment
politicians “all wetting their pants a bit”
at the result.

Across Germany the official un-
employment rate has fallen, but those
figures obscure the reality for many
working people. There are consistently
high numbers of workers classified as
long-term unemployed. Workers in so-
called mini jobs that pay less than $540
a month have risen from 2.2 million in
2003 to 7.8 million in 2016.

The government’s disdain for work-
ers and their problems was graphically
displayed when CDU General Secretary
Peter Tauber had to apologize in July
after contemptuously stating that those
who just studied hard wouldn’t get stuck
in mini jobs.

Over a million Germans have turned
to food banks to get enough to eat, and
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the numbers are rising. When a cleaner
from Bochrum challenged Merkel about
why growing numbers of pensioners
can’t afford to make ends meet, Merkel
told her she couldn’t “change our pen-
sion system at the moment,” and sug-
gested she just buy a private pension.
The cleaner responded that on her wag-
es she couldn’t afford it.

Some pundits claim the growing
“fascist threat” is innate in the genes of
the German people, as New York Times
columnist Roger Cohen indicated in an
article titled “The Return of the German
Volk.” He says people who voted for
AfD are “violent” and “rightist, nativist,
nationalist,” just plain “reactionary.”

But fascist outfits don’t evolve out of
bourgeois parties or through electoral
politics. They are forged in combat in re-
sponse to rising working-class struggles
and social movements. History shows
the bosses reluctantly turn to the fascists
when the social crisis of their system is
deepest, ceding some power in order to
drive working-class struggles off the
streets, and crush the unions and work-
ers’ parties that lead them.

The election results showed the re-
sponse by millions of workers and others
to the impact in Germany of the same
worldwide carnage that drove millions
in the U.S. to elect Donald Trump. And
to register through the ballot box their
opposition to what is being done to them
by parties at the center of bourgeois poli-
tics in the interests of Germany’s prop-
ertied owners.

AfD grows where crisis is deepest

AfD picked up its highest percentage
of votes in eastern parts of Germany,
where workers face the deepest depres-
sion-like conditions. The Berlin wall
was torn down over 25 years ago by the
struggles of the peoples of East Germa-
ny against the Stalinist regime there. In
the wake of German reunification, Ber-
lin announced a “Solidarity Pact” which
was supposed to bring basic living con-
ditions in the east up to the levels of the
rest of the country.

But unemployment in the east re-
mains higher, wages and pensions low-
er, public services poorer and overall
living conditions worse. Between 1990
and 2015 fully 15 percent of the popula-
tion of Germany’s five eastern states left
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President George Bush declared
on Oct. 2 that the U.S. govern-
ment “will seek a new UN Security
Council resolution, with a provision
for enforcement, banning all flights
in Bosnian airspace except those
authorized by the UN. If asked by
the UN, the U.S. will participate in
enforcement measures.”

The brutal war being carried out
against the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is not a matter of indif-
ference for working people around
the world. The people of the Yugo-
slav republics deserve international
solidarity, not imperialist interven-
tion. We should demand: End all
plans for military intervention in
Bosnia! Lift the economic sanctions
that are strangling the people of Ser-
bia and Montenegro!

Los Angeles.

cover inside of homes.

Hundreds protest toxic waste in Los Angeles

COMMERCE, Calif. — Three hundred people marched to the office of the
California Department of Toxic Substances Control here Sept. 18, demanding
a thoroughgoing cleanup of contamination from the Exide Technologies bat-
tery recycling plant. The plant operated in Vernon from 1922 to 2015, spewing
arsenic, lead and other toxic waste on working-class communities southeast of

Protesters say the current cleanup is inadequate. It would remove contami-
nated soil from only 2,500 of the 10,000 homes near the plant. It does not

“We cannot be victims of our own state agencies. On my block, there are 19
homes. Twelve have somebody with cancer,” Joe Gonzalez, above in wheel-
chair, with sign reading, “Gov. Brown Where Are You,” told the rally. Gonzalez,
a lifelong resident of the area, has been diagnosed with terminal cancer.

Exide took over the lead-acid battery smelter in 2000, running it 24 hours
a day. Area residents campaigned to shut it down. As evidence of the pollu-
tion mounted, company officials signed a deal with the U.S. Attorney’s Office
to pay $59 million to demolish the plant and clean it up, and the government
agreed not to prosecute them. Opponents of the department’s cleanup plan
have formed the Lead-Free Communities Coalition to continue the fight.
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the region.

The AfD campaigned on a platform
of German withdrawal from the euro,
restrictions on temporary agency work,
opposition to the deployment of German
troops abroad and greater restrictions on
immigration than proposed by Merkel.

The gains made by German bosses
in raising productivity while holding
down real wages and dealing blows to
workers’ jobs, pensions and living con-
ditions have helped Berlin maintain its
supremacy in the European Union. The
EU functions to advance the interests of
German capitalists against their weaker

competitors. Germany’s gross domestic
product per head has risen 20 percent
relative to that of Italy in the last decade,
while Greece’s GDP declined more than
20 percent, with devastating conse-
quences for working people there.

The EU was born with a fatal con-
tradiction. The capitalist rulers of each
European nation-state seek to defend
their industry, banks, profits and power
against their EU “partners.” And as the
worldwide capitalist crisis of production
and trade progresses, the tensions in-
crease and get sharper. And everywhere
workers and farmers bear the brunt.
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Soviet officialdom seems determined
to mar the celebrations of the 50th year
of the October Revolution with more
persecutions of antibureaucratic writers.
A trial similar to that of authors Andrei
Sinyavsky and Yuli Daniel in February
1966 seems again in the works. Chief
defendant is said to be Aleksandr Ginz-
burg, sparkplug of the underground
magazine Phoenix 1966.

The chief grievance of the bureaucrats
against Ginzburg is that he circulated a
“White Paper,” containing the transcript
of the Sinyavsky-Daniel trial, together
with letters of protest against the trial
made by prominent Soviet intellectuals.

The resourcefulness of young Soviet
rebels, in being able to get hold of such
documents and circulate them in semi-
underground conditions, does indeed
bode ill for Soviet bureaucrats.
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John L. Lewis’ departure from the
CIO is not news; it was freely predicted
far in advance of the recent action of
the United Mine Workers convention in
formally withdrawing from the organi-
zation. The injurious effects of this rup-
ture on the industrial union movement
are not at all mitigated by the fact that it
was generally anticipated.

The miners’ organization played a
progressive role second to none in help-
ing to enroll the mass production work-
ers under the banner of the trade union
movement. From the first day, the op-
position to the craft union bureaucrats
within the AFL to the time when the
CIO was firmly established (having
fought and defeated the bosses in rub-
ber, steel and auto) the question of indus-
trial unionism was the central issue of
the struggle within the labor movement.
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Thousands protest ‘anti-drug’
killing by cops in Philippines

Workers, students discuss deepening social crisis

BY RON POULSEN

MANILA, Philippines — Thou-
sands of working people and students
have been joining protests here against
the recent cop killing of 17-year-old
high school student Kian Loud delos
Santos and others in Caloocan City, a
mostly poor, northern Manila work-
ing-class district.

A four-person team — myself and
Linda Harris from the Communist
League Australia, Janet Roth from the
CL in New Zealand and Philippe Tes-
sier, Communist League candidate for
mayor of Montreal — learned about
this fight during a trip here in mid-
September.

Popular support for Philippine Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte, elected last year,
has been bolstered by an expansion of
the Philippine economy — a product
of a recent investment boom. Many
working people also support action
against widespread drug traffic and
violence on the streets, and have been
drawn behind Duterte’s murderous
“war on drugs and crime.”

Delos Santos was one of 82 people
killed by Manila-area cops Aug. 16 in
one of the authorities so-called anti-
drug operations, this one called the
“one time, big time” initiative. Large
protests led by family members erupt-
ed after surveillance camera video and
eyewitness reports showed delos San-
tos was dragged across a schoolyard
by cops Jerwin Cruz, Jeremias Pereda
and Arnel Oares and shot three times
while he knelt in front of them. This
blew apart the cops’ lie that he died in
a “gun-battle.”

The cold-blooded killing galvanized
broader opposition to the regime’s cop
and vigilante killings.

The outrage was so widespread that
Duterte had to order the arrest of the
cops, who were charged with murder.
A public Senate inquiry into the kill-
ing was launched. “You are not al-
lowed to kill a person that is kneeling
down begging for his life,” Duterte
said. “That is murder.”

“I used to believe in Duterte’s prom-
ise to end crime,” 20-year-old college
student Michael Alberto Darang told
the Sydney Morning Herald at delos
Santos’ funeral Aug. 27. “But I never
wanted deaths for the innocent. Stop
these killings. Instead, arrest drug
lords and others.”

We were in the Philippines to visit
the Polytechnic University of the Phil-
ippines at the invitation of the Circle
of Young Socialists and PUP SPEAK
— Students Party for Equality and Ad-
vancement of Knowledge — a student
group that won last year’s student coun-
cil elections.

“As many as 5,000 went to the wake
and funeral for Kian, including people
from many organizations,” Elijah San
Fernando, a leader of CYS and chair of
PUP SPEAK, told the Militant. He said
students at the university mobilized for
weeks in demonstrations against cop
abuse and murders.

“Duterte is protecting the drug lords,”
Fernando said. “Many Filipino politi-
cians try to excuse the extrajudicial kill-
ings of teenagers and even children as

‘collateral damage.””

The government admits to 3,450
deaths from “gun battles,” which the
cops call “nanlaban,” meaning self-de-
fense, since Duterte’s election.

“The drug menace is real,” Fernando
said, but more people are now reject-
ing the “bloody anti-drug campaign of
Duterte.” Drug use is “a public health
problem. No jobs, low wages, the diffi-
culty in getting access to public services
— the system itself is the problem.”

In an effort to defuse the mounting
protests and public revulsion, the police
command announced Sept. 15 that the
entire cop force at Caloocan, with the
exception of the newly installed chief
and his deputy, would be reassigned and
retrained.

Students snapped up copies of the
Militant and books by leaders of the
Socialist Workers Party when we set up
literature tables at the university, with
assistance from CYS and PUP SPEAK
activists. Many wanted to discuss U.S.
and world politics, the Cuban Revolu-
tion and women’s liberation. This was
one reflection of the openings in the
Philippines for working-class fighters
and youth to reach new people with
communist ideas.

Workers face slum conditions

Circle of Young Socialists members
also took us to a poor, working-class
area in Malabon, in the north of Manila
Sept. 14. Emily Cano, organizer of the
Ang Bagong Bahay Housing Coopera-
tive, and others from the neighborhood
welcomed us with a “boodle fight” —
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a meal of rice, fish, chicken and veg-
etables laid out on banana-leaf-covered
tables. Afterwards they took us on a tour
of the area — small houses jammed to-
gether along narrow alleyways with an
open drain in the middle.

Cano had been a domestic worker in
Abu Dhabi in the 1980s. For the past
15 years, she has led community pro-
tests by coop members demanding the
government build decent housing to
replace the slums.

She and others showed us where the
water levels reached during flooding
after a recent typhoon. They receive
no aid from the municipality to repair
flood damage, which occurs regularly.
We saw volunteer community workers
rebuilding a washed-out bamboo bridge
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Above, from left, Hawa Bah, Mohamed Bah’s mother; Sharonne Salaam, mother of Yusef
Salaam, one of the Central Park Five; and Gina Best, whose 28-year-old daughter India
Kager was killed by police in 2015 in Virginia Beach, Virginia, at New York protest Sept. 25.

BY STEVE CLARK

NEW YORK — Some 75 people
gathered in Harlem Sept. 25 to mark
the fifth anniversary of the cop killing
of Mohamed Bah and protest the Aug.
22 announcement by the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office that the federal govern-
ment will not indict the police officers
who broke down his apartment door
and killed him. A New York grand
jury rejected indictments in Novem-
ber 2013. Participants marched from
the building where Bah was shot to
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the state office building several blocks
away.

Family members of 16 victims of
police killings and frame-ups came
from around the country to stand with
Hawa Bah. Others included Kadiatou
Diallo, whose son was killed in a hail
of gunfire by New York cops in 1999,
and Rhonda Dormeus, whose daugh-
ter Korryn Gaines was killed and five-
year-old grandson Kodi wounded in a
shooting by Baltimore County police
in their apartment in August 2016.

Militant photos/Ron Poulsen
Left, Philippe Tessier,
Communist League can-
didate for mayor of
~ Montreal, talks with
Emily Cano, organizer
of protests demanding
government  replace
slum housing, Sept. 14.
Above, housing in Mala-
bon neighborhood of
Manila, Philippines.

across the canal.

They showed us houses gutted from
fires caused by electrical faults. Many
working people in the poorer areas are
“forced to tap into the water and power
supplies illegally just to live,” Cano said.

“Street crime is a problem,” she said,
explaining how gangs roam the area,
committing robberies and rape. Com-
ments by community members we met,
as well as signs on some of their doors,
made it clear that these conditions have
led people to support Duterte’s cam-
paign to “clean up the streets.”

“Almost every night, people find bod-
ies by the canal or roadway, shot in the
head execution-style,” Cano said. “Two
mayors who were opposed to Duterte
were murdered.”

In September 2012, Hawa Bah,
from Guinea, West Africa, was visit-
ing her son, a student and taxi driver,
and found him suffering from depres-
sion. She called 911 for an ambulance
and waited downstairs for medical
workers to arrive. Instead, five heav-
ily armed cops appeared, pushed past
her, went to Bah’s apartment and shot
him dead.

Police spokespeople initially said
Mohamed Bah had slashed at two of-
ficers with a 13-inch knife, prompting
detective Edwin Mateo to yell, “He’s
stabbing me, shoot him.” But Mateo
later said he was actually hit by a po-
lice Taser — informa-

Protest marks 5 years since cops killed Mohamed Bah

‘Colonialism is the hurricane’

Continued from front page
nomic resources,” he said.

It’s a similar story in all the colo-
nies and semicolonies of the United
States, Britain, France and the Neth-
erlands in the Caribbean because the
imperialist powers and colonial regimes
work to suck even more wealth out of
workers and farmers.

Capitalist social relations turn the ef-
fects of disasters like hurricanes Har-
vey, Irma and Maria, or Mexico’s earth-
quakes, into catastrophes for working
people.

And, like in Puerto Rico, workers and
farmers in the rest of the Caribbean are
being ravaged by the disastrous effects
on them caused by the worldwide capi-
talist economic crisis and exacerbated
by wealthy bondholders demanding
debt payments.

Before Irma and Maria hit, the trea-
sury of the U.S. Virgin Islands “had
barely enough cash to keep the govern-
ment funded for three days,” the New
York Times reported. Unemployment
was more than twice the U.S. average.
The debt of nearly $2 billion was higher
per capita than Puerto Rico’s. Its pension
system was on the verge of bankruptcy.
And the colonial government had used
up funds set aside for relief from hurri-
canes and other natural disasters to meet
other expenses.

Barbuda was almost 90 percent de-
stroyed by the storms and all its 1,800
residents had to be evacuated to Antigua
— with help of the Venezuelan govern-
ment. Gaston Browne, prime minister of
the former British colony of Antigua and
Barbuda, has asked for a moratorium on
its $15.8 million debt to the International
Monetary Fund. But the IMF says it
would rather loan the government more
money instead.

Some of the islands in the Caribbean
play special roles in world capitalist profit
gouging. Tax and other loopholes in the
British Virgin Islands mean that more
than 400,000 capitalist enterprises world-
wide are registered there, with some $1.5
trillion in assets. Though workers in the
British colony face a disaster from the
hurricane, with at least 70 percent of
the homes and other buildings there de-
stroyed, the tax shelter profit business
was up and running again within days.

Cancel Miranda described the car-
nage facing working people in Puerto
Rico before the storms. “The truth is,
brother, even before Hurricane Maria,
there were children here who went to
bed hungry,” he said. “There were hun-
dreds, maybe thousands, of street ven-
dors at the stoplights. That’s the wonder

tion kept from Hawa
Bah and her attorneys.
Mateo has admitted in
civil court proceedings
that Mohamed Bah did
not stab him.

Attorney Debra Co-
hen, who spoke at the
Harlem action, told the
Militant that the trial
of a federal civil law-
suit filed by Hawa Bah
against the city will be-
gin Nov. 1. Supporters
are encouraged to at-
tend the opening of the
trial at the U.S. Court-
house, 500 Pearl Street,
at 9 a.m.
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of being a colony.”

And much of the damage “could have
been avoided,” he said. Over the last
decade, the colonial regime has laid off
thousands of government workers, in-
cluding at the electric company, which
cut back on maintenance to pay its debt.

No electricity for months

More than 80 percent of the electrical
lines were destroyed by Hurricane Ma-
ria, Angel Figueroa Jaramillo, president
of the UTIER electrical workers union,
told the Militant Sept. 30. And outside
San Juan there was almost no phone ser-
vice. “The government and the electric
company didn’t prepare for the storms,”
he said. “The workers, the linemen,
were ready to get the system back up,
but the company hasn’t provided the
equipment, the materials, the cables, the
cranes, transport.”

For two weeks after the storm, thou-
sands of containers of food, and mer-
chandise for Walmart and other stores
clogged the ports because of a lack of
diesel and warehouse space, while thou-
sands of people were without basic ne-
cessities. Drivers showed up at the con-
vention center in San Juan in answer to
the call by the local government only to
be turned away.

It wasn’t until Sept. 30, CNBC re-
ported, that enough trucks finally be-
gan arriving at the port, clearing out the
backlog, opening space for more aid to
arrive.

President Donald Trump and San
Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz got
into a long-distance fight over who was
more responsible for the disorganiza-
tion and lack of progress in recovery in
Puerto Rico. In fact, both were right. No
level of government — from Washing-
ton to Puerto Rico — was prepared or
mobilized to meet the needs of working
people. When Trump visited the island
Oct. 3, the two smiled and shook hands.

Revolutionary Cuba shows the way

In sharp contrast, the revolutionary
government in Cuba led workers and
farmers to prepare for the hurricanes
in advance, minimizing loss to life and
property, including evacuating 1.8 mil-
lion people before the storms made
landfall. Reconstruction is well under-
way. The government reported Sept.
29 that nearly 100 percent of electricity
was back up after repairing 3,600 poles,
more than 2,000 kilometers (1,250
miles) of electric lines, and more than
1,300 transformers.

To rebuild more than 14,000 de-
stroyed homes and 23,500 damaged
ones the government is offering loans,
grants and subsidized construction ma-
terials. Many fields are already being re-
planted with quick growing crops.

The Central Organization of Cuban
Workers (CTC) has called for a national
mobilization of voluntary work Oct. 7 to
advance “redoubling our efforts to erase
as quickly as possible the consequences
of this destructive event.”

When workers and farmers made a
revolution in 1959, led by Fidel Castro
and the July 26 Movement, they took
control of the government and began to
mobilize to meet their needs, they trans-
formed themselves. They take respon-
sibility for each other and offer solidar-
ity and whatever they have to others in
distress. While fighting to restore power
in Cuba, the revolutionary government
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the opening days of the brigade.

Int’l brigade brings solidarity to Cuban people
_ ——— : —

More than 200 people from 21 countries, including 67 from the U.S., arrived
in Cuba Oct. 1 to join the two-week “In the Footsteps of Che” International Bri-
gade, organized by the Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP).

The brigade is joining the Cuban people in commemorating the 50th an-
niversary of the Oct. 8, 1967, fall in combat of Argentine-born Cuban revolu-
tionary leader Ernesto Che Guevara. Guevara was in Bolivia then, fighting with
others to organize a revolutionary movement in the southern cone of Latin
America. The brigade will visit many areas in Cuba where Guevara led troops
in Cuba’s revolutionary war and after the overthrow of the U.S.-backed Ful-
gencio Batista dictatorship organized political work essential to consolidating
workers and farmers rule. Che’s insistence that participation in voluntary labor
is crucial to advancing workers’ revolutionary consciousness was the theme of

“What Che represents is so important,” explained Fernando Gonzalez,
president of ICAP and one of the five Cuban heroes framed up and jailed for
years in U.S. prisons for activity in Florida in the 1990s defending the Cuban
Revolution from attacks by U.S.-backed counterrevolutionary groups. “Che is
an example to follow for his confidence in the capacities of human beings to
transform themselves into revolutionaries.”

Brigade members will do voluntary labor on farms near the camp, then
travel to Santa Clara, where Che’s remains and those of other combatants who
fought alongside him are interred, for the Oct. 8th commemoration.

They will tour areas hard hit by Hurricane Irma and join in hurricane recov-
ery work in Sancti Spiritus. Many brigade members brought gloves, tools and
safety equipment, prepared to jump into the effort.

The U.S. delegation is the largest on the brigade, followed by 37 people from
Argentina, 26 from Brazil, 20 from Chile, and internationalists from Zambia,
Guinea-Conakry, Congo-Brazzaville, Bolivia, Austria, Greece, France and more.

ACN/Odalis Acosta

— MAGGIE TROWE

offered to send four brigades of electri-
cal workers and a fully equipped mobile
hospital with 39 doctors to help in Puerto
Rico. The U.S. rulers haven’t responded.

“We have heard of Cuba’s offer,” Can-
cel Miranda said. Jaramillo, the electri-
cal union leader, said he had heard about
it too.

It could be six months before most of
Puerto Rico has electricity. Puerto Rico
and Cuba show the difference between
capitalism and socialism, Cancel Mi-
randa said. “In Cuba working people are
united. They were prepared in advance,
they had shelters ready. They depend on
themselves.”

K Cuban internationalists aid Mexico, Caribbean \

building homes.

people elsewhere.

cians to repair hurricane damage.

While still facing challenges in repairing damage from Hurricane Maria,
workers and farmers in Cuba, organized by their revolutionary government,
have made big strides in restoring electricity and beginning the process of re-

And in an example of internationalism — what Cuban workers often say
means “sharing what we have, not what'’s left over” — at the same time they're
mobilizing at home, they’re also sending needed personnel and aid to working

On Sept. 23, the Cuban government sent 1.6 tons of humanitarian aid to the
Caribbean islands of Dominica and Antigua and Barbuda. Along with the ship-
ment were medical personnel, a canine rescue brigade and electrical techni-

This is on top of the 771 Cuban internationalist volunteers already in the Ca-
ribbean before hurricanes Irma and Maria hit, who stayed on to help. Among
the islands where the Cubans are stationed are Antigua and Barbuda; San Cris-
tobal and Nieves; St. Lucia; Bahamas; Dominica; and Haiti.

Because of the Cuban revolutionaries’” well-deserved reputation for interna-
tionalist solidarity, the colonial regimes welcome the help.

On Sept. 29, Cuban TV reported that 40 volunteers from the Henry Reeve
Medical Brigade — including doctors, nurses, lab technicians, anesthesiolo-
gists and physical therapists — were on their way to the Mexican state of Oax-
aca, one of the poorest parts of the country, which suffered serious damage in
the Sept. 7 earthquake.

Writing in Granma, newspaper of the Communist Party of Cuba, Ricardo
Alonso Venereo explained the Cuban people offer solidarity because it feels
the misfortunes of other peoples “as if they were our own.”

\\ — SETH GALINSKYJ
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1917 Bolshevik Revolution: Example for workers today

Below  are  excerpts  from
Revolutionary Continuity: The Early
Years 1848-1917 by Farrell Dobbs.
1t is one of Pathfinder’s Books of the
Month for October. Dobbs was a cen-
tral leader of the successful 1930s
Teamsters’ strikes in Minneapolis and
the eleven-state over-the-road cam-
paign that spread the union across
the Midwest. He served as labor sec-
retary and then national secretary of
the Socialist Workers Party, part of
the communist leadership cadre de-
termined to build a proletarian party
modeled on the Bolshevik Party led
by V. 1. Lenin that organized the work-
ers and peasants of Russia to take
power in October 1917 — 100 years
ago. Copyright © 1980 by Pathfinder
Press. Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY FARRELL DOBBS

Although the October insurrection
ended capitalist use of the government
against the workers, it did not follow
that they could achieve full economic
supremacy in one stroke. More was
involved than the seizure of capitalist
industry by the soviet regime. For this
step to become practical, the work-
ers first needed to gain experience in
administering the national economy
while most factories remained tempo-
rarily capitalist owned.
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Revolutionary Continuity:
The Early Years 1848-1917

by Farrell Dobbs

How successive generations of
fighters joined in the struggles that
shaped the U.S. labor movement,
seeking to build a class-conscious
revolutionary leadership.
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Che Guevara Talks
to Young People
$15. Special price: $11.25

Women and the Cuban
Revolution

by Fidel Castro, Vilma Espin

$16. Special price: $12

Understanding History
by George Novack

How did capitalism arise? Why did
this exploitative system exhaust its
potential to advance civilization?
Why revolutionary change is
fundamental to human progress.
$19. Special price: $14.25

The Revolution Betrayed
by Leon Trotsky
$20. Special price: $15

Le désordre mondial
du capitalisme
(Capitalism’s World Disorder)
by Jack Barnes

$25. Special price: $18.75

Join Pathfinder Readers Club
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discounts all year long
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WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

OFFER GOOD UNTIL OCTOBER 31

May Day demonstration in Petrograd, 1917. October Bolshevik Revolution was one of the
two great 20th century revolutions, alongside the 1959 Cuban Revolution led by Fidel Castro.

To carry out the desired measures in
the industrial sphere, Lenin explained,
revolutionary democracy had to be
applied so the masses could develop
confidence in their own strength. In ad-
dition to their other functions, the trade
unions had to become schools for man-
aging the economy. The workers had to
be schooled in the art of administration
in handling overall management of pro-
duction and distribution. Toward that
end their control over the bosses had to
be extended at once to every facet of in-
dustry and trade. Knowledge acquired
through such activities would prepare
them to administer the whole economic
structure, and all capitalist enterprises
could then be expropriated.

Quick action was taken by the soviet
government to set this process into mo-
tion. By official decree workers’ con-
trol was established over all industrial,
commercial, banking, and agricultural
enterprises employing five or more peo-
ple. Committees elected by the workers
in these enterprises were authorized to
keep a constant eye on company books,
records, inventories, etc.; ferret out se-
crets kept from them by the bosses; and
see that all operations were conducted in
the public interest.

Factory committees of this kind con-
stituted the organizational nuclei for
state regulation of the industrial econo-
my. They became part of and subordi-
nate to the trade unions in the various
branches of industry. The unions, while
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independent, were in turn responsible to
the soviets, and subordinate to them on
matters of planning and state policy. By
means of this overall structural form,
the workers in each factory could defend
their immediate interests. ..

Seventy years after publication by
Marx and Engels of the Communist
Manifesto, the October revolution had
brought a government to power that
led the workers in establishing the
world’s first workers’ state. Its appear-
ance introduced qualitatively new di-
mensions into the class struggle inter-
nationally. For the first time in history
a state without exploiters was being
founded. The old bourgeois society —
in which a privileged minority used its
control of the economy to rule over and
plunder the toiling masses — had been
displaced. The means of production
and distribution were now collectively
owned by the working people.

A viable structure already existed
for the organization of mass action to
achieve new social advances made pos-
sible by the changed property relations.
The soviets served that purpose admi-
rably. These bodies provided a vehicle
for establishment of a higher form of
democracy than had ever existed in
any bourgeois republic. The soviets
personified the Marxist concept of a
self-conscious movement representing
the immense majority, acting in the in-
terests of the immense majority, and do-
ing so in keeping with the democratic
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principle of conscious development
of society by majority decision. They
served as dynamic instruments through
which to extend the rights and ensure
the welfare of the working people.

Once in full control over industry
and commerce, the soviet leadership
made economic planning to serve so-
cial aims the keystone of the new soci-
ety. Under the old bourgeois order, in
which the coining of capitalist profits
was the main goal, social relations had
been conditioned by the blind play of
economic forces. As a result downturns,
if not deep economic depressions, had
followed inevitably after periods of rela-
tive prosperity. In sharp contrast to the
economic anarchy that had previously
prevailed in production and distribution
under capitalism, the soviets were given
the chance to demonstrate the intrinsic
value of a planned economy.

Such planning, carried out in a soci-
ety where capitalist expropriators of the
surplus social product had themselves
been expropriated laid the basis for rap-
id development of the productive forces.
The available social wealth could thus
be increased apace, and means provided
to make a better life for all.

Appropriation of the surplus social
product by the proletariat through its
government opened the way to new
cultural advances. It became possible
not only to reduce scarcities in living
necessities and eventually eliminate
them, but also to widen the vistas of
the future. The door was opened to be-
gin eradicating the crushing inequali-
ties due to class, race, and sex oppres-
sion that had been reinforced by cen-
turies of exploitation and rule by the
privileged classes.

Together with the new social po-
tential that had been created, the so-
viet triumph gave powerful impetus
to proletarian struggles going on else-
where in the world. A concrete dem-
onstration had been seen of the man-
ner in which the working class inter-
nationally could take steps to end the
imperialist war, abolish capitalism,
and move toward construction of a so-
cialist order.

In the process of reaching these
goals through their own revolution-
ary struggles, the Bolsheviks had
also shown in practice how the work-
ers elsewhere could build a vanguard
party capable of leading the exploited
masses in battle against the capitalists.
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—— EDITORIAL

Support fight for independent Kurdistan!

Continued from front page
Kurds in Iran, Syria and Turkey took to the streets
applauding the vote. And it’s also no surprise that
the referendum brought an immediate and harsh
response from the capitalist regimes in these
countries, where the vast majority of the Kurdish
people live.

Baghdad was especially upset that the referen-
dum included oil-rich Kirkuk. Historically Kurd-
ish, Kirkuk is today a multinational city, with
Kurds, Turkmen and Arabs, the result of a con-
scious “Arabization” drive by former Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein. Kurdish Regional Government
leader Masoud Barzani has pledged that all minori-
ties and nationalities would be treated equally in
an independent Kurdistan. This would be sharply
different from the treatment of the Kurds and other
minorities by Baghdad, as well as by the capitalist
regimes in the rest of the region.

The Kurds — more than 30
million strong, the largest na-
tionality in the world without
their own country — have re-
fused to stop fighting for their
national rights despite tremen-
dous odds. In Iraq, Turkey,
Iran and Syria they have suf-
fered bloody attacks from the
ruling regimes that have often
denied them the right to speak
their language, own land, or
even be treated as citizens. Be-
cause of the weakening of U.S.
imperialism and the continual
wars that have wracked the
Middle East, the Kurds found
the space to make significant
advances, winning the right to
speak Kurdish in Turkey and
carving out autonomous re-

gions in Syria and Iraq.

The Kurdish struggle shows that it is possible to
stand up to centurieslong oppression and win. This is
what the Iraqi rulers, the other capitalist rulers in the
Middle East and Washington fear the most — that the
Kurdish struggle will inspire workers and farmers to
stand up and fight for their own interests.

And the impact goes beyond the Middle East. It’s a
boost for workers and farmers in Puerto Rico fighting
to end U.S. colonial rule, and inspires working people
in Catalonia, opposing attempts by the Spanish state to
block their right to self-determination.

Working people around the world should oppose
the threats and hostile moves by the governments
of Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria. Stand with the
Kurdish people and their fight for an independent
homeland. Raise these questions in your union,
with co-workers and others. Prepare now to take to
the streets in solidarity if the Kurds are attacked.

Sept. 17 demonstration in Beirut, Lebanon, in support of right of Kurds in Iraq to hold
referendum for independent Kurdistan. Similar demonstrations took place worldwide.
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B8 “Of all capitalism’s evils, the most fundamental one is how
< that system of exploitation reproduces its social relations as a
condition of producing its profits. How its workings, its blind
methods of functioning, keep grinding toiling humanity into
the ground.” — Jack Barnes
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Sanctions hit NKorea

Continued from front page
expected when he allowed such eccentric words to
trip off his tongue.”

But the two governments are not on the verge of
a new war. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson admit-
ted Sept. 30 that Washington and the DPRK are
talking “directly, through out own channels.”

To get its way, Washington is tightening the eco-
nomic screws on North Korea — increasingly with
the aid of the government of China. The main vic-
tims of the economic assault are the working people
of Korea. So far, the leaders of the DPRK don’t feel
what Washington offers in exchange is sufficient to
convince them to stop developing nuclear weapons
and delivery systems.

Since a 1953 cease-fire was signed, the U.S. gov-
ernment has refused to sign a peace treaty with the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. There are
some 28,500 U.S. troops based in the South, and
Washington organizes provocative war games sev-
eral times a year, including simulations of elimi-
nating DPRK leaders.

In one of the most recent provocations, two U.S.
B-1B bombers crossed over the Demilitarized
Zone into North Korean airspace Sept. 23. Pyong-
yang ignored the violation, prompting South Kore-
an spy agency officials to say the DPRK “is careful
to avoid unintended provocations or clashes.”

In July Washington banned travel by U.S. citi-
zens to North Korea beginning in September. On
Sept. 3, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
carried out what it said was an underground test
of a hydrogen bomb. On Sept. 11, at the urging of
Washington, the U.N. Security Council imposed its
harshest sanctions yet. This includes reducing oil
exports to North Korea by 30 percent, banning all
North Korean textile exports, restricting the hiring
of overseas labor from North Korea, and expand-
ing the inspection of North Korean ships on the
high seas.

Beijing — North Korea’s main trading partner
— has begun implementing more sanctions. South
Korean newspaper Hankyoreh reported Sept. 29
that Beijing has ordered North Korean businesses
in China and Chinese-North Korean joint ventures
to shut down by early January. It has also begun
restricting coal, seafood and garment imports from
North Korea and exports of some petroleum prod-
ucts.

While Washington demands that Pyongyang
give up its nuclear weapons, President Trump says
nothing about the U.S. nuclear arsenal. The U.S.
rulers have enough nuclear weaponry to destroy
the planet many times over.

Washington is the only government in the world
that has ever used a nuclear weapon, dropping
atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945. During the Korean War,
President Harry Truman had nuclear weapons
transported to the Korean Peninsula and threat-
ened to use them against North Korean and Chi-
nese combatants who were fighting to defend the
Korean people’s right to a united, undivided nation.
Neither China nor North Korea had a single nucle-
ar weapon at the time. Worried about the political
price the U.S. rulers would pay if they used nukes
again, in the end Truman ordered the bombs re-
turned to the U.S.

“Working people the world over aspire to an
earth that’s free of these and other weapons of
mass destruction,” the Socialist Workers Party and
Young Socialists said in a message of solidarity to
the people of the DPRK Sept. 8.

“The Socialist Workers Party and Young Social-
ists join with others across the world to demand:
U.S. troops, ships, planes, and THAAD missile
and radar systems out of Korea! For a Korean Pen-
insula and Pacific and Asia free of nuclear weap-
ons! Korea is one!”

‘Militant’ Prisoners’ Fund A

The Prisoners” Fund makes it possible to send pris-
oners reduced rate subscriptions. To donate, send
a check or money order payable to the Militant and
earmarked “Prisoners’ Fund” to 306 W. 37th St., 13th
Floor, New York, NY 10018.
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