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Militant Army volunteer Sara Lobman, right, sells subscription in Maspeth, Queens, New York, 
to Andrew Los, active duty marine who served in Afghanistan and is on his way to Japan.

2,000

1,433

Country quota sold %
UNITED STATES
Los Angeles* 160 131 82%
Philadelphia** 100 73 73%
Miami* 85 58 68%
Twin Cities* 150 102 68%
San Francisco** 175 118 67%
Des Moines* 160 103 64%
Seattle* 160 103 64%
Chicago* 150 95 63%
New York 330 194 59%
Houston* 65 38 58%
Atlanta* 165 92 56%
Boston* 60 31 52%
Washington 110 48 44%
Total U.S. 1,870 1,186 63%

Canada* 70 45 64%

New Zealand* 65 52 80%

Australia* 60 45 75%

UNITED KINGDOM
Manchester* 35 20 57%
London** 100 85 85%
Total UK 135 105 78%

Total 2,200 1,433 72%

Should be 2,000 1,333 67%

*Raised goal   ** twice

					   
					   
					   
					   
					   
		

Spring ‘Militant’ 
subscription campaign
April 23–June 6 (week 4)

should
be

BY paul mailhot
Militant Army volunteers in the 

United Kingdom are giving a boost 
to the international campaign to sell 
more than 2,000 subscriptions to the 
paper. Members of the Communist 
League in London upped their quota 
for a second time, from 90 to 100. In 
Manchester, socialists raised the goal 
from 25 to 35. And volunteers in Can-
ada increased theirs to 70. 

A bus driver in Manchester recently 
bought a subscription from a door-to-

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 9

BY JOHN HAWKINS
CHICAGO—Taking direct aim at 

women’s right to abortion, Indiana 
governor Mitch Daniels signed into 
law May 10 the first bill in the coun-
try prohibiting the use of Medicaid at 

clinics that provide abortion services.
Making clear the intent of the leg-

islation is to deny women access to 
abortion, Daniels declared that after 
a “careful review” he was confident 

Continued on page 5

“Walk for Choice” rally in Tallahassee, Florida, February 26, one of several around country in 
response to February 18 vote by U.S. House barring federal funds for Planned Parenthood.

BY cindy jaquith
Coal miners at the large Willow 

Lake underground mine facility in 
Equality, Illinois, voted last week 
to join the United Mine Workers of 
America (UMWA). The union is now 
fighting for a new contract.  

The Peabody Energy–owned mine 
employs 444 workers and has a long 
record of safety violations. 

Since 2008 Peabody has been fined 
$230,000 for dangerous conditions at 
Willow Lake, including inadequate 
roof support and excessive coal dust. 
In 2009 the mine had an accident rate 
more than double the national aver-
age. In 2010 a supervisor at the mine 
was killed when a shuttle car hauling 
coal struck him.  

Willow Lake is one of two Peabody 
mines under investigation by the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration 
(MSHA). On May 25 an administra-
tive law judge ordered Peabody to re-
lease files on accidents, injuries, and 
work-related illnesses that it withheld 
from MSHA, claiming concern for 
the “privacy” of its workers. Massey 
Energy Co., another coal company 
with a deadly safety record, was or-
dered to do the same.  

Prior to voting in the UMWA, min-
ers at Willow Lake were represented 
by the International Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, 
Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers 
Union. 

Volunteers from the Militant Army 
are headed to Equality, Illinois, to 
talk to miners and workers in the lo-
cal community about the struggle at 
the Willow Lake mine. A report will 
appear in next week’s issue. 

White House ‘peace plan’ v. fight  
for a democratic secular Palestine
BY seth galinsky

U.S. president Barack Obama’s re-
marks that “the borders of Israel and 
Palestine should be based on the 1967 
lines with mutually agreed swaps” 
as a starting point for negotiations 
sparked a public clash with Israeli 
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
Despite the prominence given to it by 
the media, the dispute has nothing 
to do with resolving the Palestinian 

struggle for national rights or with the 
interests of working people—Jewish 
and Arab alike—in Israel.

Seated next to Obama in the Oval 
Office May 20, Netanyahu said Israel 
“cannot go back to the 1967 lines”— 
to the borders before the 1967 Six-Day 
war, when the Israeli Army occupied 
parts of neighboring countries.  

Netanyahu also took issue with 
Obama for not restating Washington’s 
long-standing rejection of the “right 
of return” for descendants of Palestin-
ian Arabs expelled from Israel. 

The Washington Post called the 
dispute “The blowup with Israel” and 
said that Obama and Netanyahu were 
“once again publicly and poisonously 

Door to door with 
the Militant Army

door team. “At first he said he wasn’t 
interested in politics,” wrote Dag Tir-
sén. “But he went on to say he expects 
‘major fightbacks’ in coming years 
if the increasingly grim future many 
workers face doesn’t turn around.”

The response in working-class 
communities in Manchester, where 
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Afghans protest U.S. 
hunter-killer raids

Insurance companies profit as health care declines

BY brian williams
Some 2,000 people demonstrated in 

a funeral march in the northern city of 
Taloqan in Afghanistan’s Takhar Prov-
ince May 18. They were protesting the 
killing of civilians in a night raid on a 
house by U.S.-led forces and Afghan 
troops in that town. The dead included 
the owner of the house, his wife, daugh-
ter, and a guest, the provincial governor’s 
office told the media.  

Shouting “Death to [Afghan president 
Hamid] Karzai! Death to America!” the 
marchers carried aloft the bodies of the 
two men and two women killed. Afghan 
police and NATO troops opened fire on 
the demonstrators, killing 10 of them 
and injuring more than 50. Protesters re-
turned to the streets the following day. 

The demonstration occurred in the 
same province where a U.S. special forc-
es’ operation last September mistakenly 
targeted and killed 10 people traveling 
as part of an election campaign convoy 
for a parliamentary candidate. 

The May 18 raid is just one recent 
example of “collateral damage” from 
U.S. special forces’ hunter-killer opera-
tions. In the last week alone, three other 
commando raids in eastern Afghanistan 
killed children, among other noncomba-
tants. Afghan cops opened fire May 15 
on marchers protesting a raid in Nanga-
har Province the night before, killing a 
15-year-old boy. Among those killed at 
the protest was a 14-year-old boy. 

NATO officials claim that the lat-
est raid killed militants affiliated with 
the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, a 
group that backs the Taliban in northern 
Afghanistan. The protesters emphati-

cally pointed out that all 
four were civilians. U.S.-
backed President Karzai 
condemned the assault, 
saying it was a case of mis-
taken identity.  

In a statement on its 
website, the German De-
fense Ministry “admitted 
that its troops deliberately 
fired upon the demonstra-
tors,” reported Spiegel 
online, backtracking from 
its previous story that its 
troops only fired warning 
shots. Two German sol-
diers were killed. Berlin 
has nearly 5,000 troops 
stationed in northern Af-
ghanistan. 

BY seth galinsky
While health insurance compa-

nies are enjoying their third year of 
record profits, growing numbers of 
workers—including those with insur-
ance—are foregoing medical care. 

In fact, a large part of the profit jump 
is because workers with insurance are 
increasingly putting off treatment be-
cause they can’t afford the rising co-
payments and deductibles.  

David Welch, a nurse in Califor-
nia, delayed going to a specialist even 
though he has a history of skin can-
cer, because his deductible is $4,000, 
cited the New York Times, in an article 
on this topic. 

This is a win-win situation for the 
insurance capitalists. They fill their 
coffers with monthly premiums, but 
pay out less for health care. 

Premiums are going up in part 
because federal and state regulators 
have already approved steep hikes to 
compensate insurance companies for 
the first stages of the health-care “re-
form” law, which will take full effect 
in 2014.

 In early May Cigna, the fourth-
largest health insurer in the United 
States, announced that its first quar-
ter income jumped 52 percent, while 
health-care medical claims, its largest 
expense, fell 6 percent. 

Rising numbers of uninsured
While the insurance companies’ 

profits swell, the percentage of those 
without any coverage increased from 
14.8 percent to 16.4 percent between 
2008 and 2010, according to figures 
from Gallop-Healthways Well-Being 
Index.  

Among the growing uninsured, 
ironically, are heath-care workers 
themselves. According to the Parapro-
fessional Healthcare Institute, 14 per-
cent of hospital workers, 26 percent 
of workers in nursing homes, and 37 

percent of those employed by home-
care agencies are uninsured. 

At Lakeview Christian Home in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico, only 87 out 
of 200 workers are on the insurance 
plan. “When we started charging $25 
a month,” Joanna Knox, Lakeview’s 
chief executive, told the Times, “many 
employees dropped coverage.” 

Another trend is the increasing 
number of doctors who refuse to see 
patients covered under Medicaid, the 
government insurance program for 
those with low income, because it is 
less lucrative for them. As a result, 
Medicaid patients often turn to emer-
gency rooms for care, the one place 
required by law to provide treatment 
without money up front or assurance 
of payment—just a massive bill in the 
mail. 

But hospital emergency rooms are 
shutting down. 

A study published in the May 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association found that the number 
of hospitals with emergency depart-
ments in nonrural areas declined 
from 2,446 in 1990 to 1,779 in 2009. 
During the same period the number 
of emergency room visits increased 
by 35 percent. 

Reuters

March in Taloqan, Afghanistan, May 18 condemns night raid by U.S.-led forces that killed four civilians.

The U.S. rulers’ frame-up 
and incarceration of Puerto 
Rican independence fight-
ers, like Norberto González 
Claudio and Oscar López 
Rivera, are an attack on the 
rights of all working people. 
The ‘Militant’ covers the 
fight to win their freedom. 
Don’t miss an issue. 

FBI agents take Norberto González Claudio 
from courtroom in Puerto Rico. Judge or-
dered him extradited to Connecticut.



texas
Houston
Free the Cuban Five! Speaker: Mike 
Fitzsimmons, Socialist Workers Party. Fri., 
June 3, 7:30 p.m. Suggested donation: $5. 
4800 W. 34th St., Suite C-51A. Tel.: (713) 
688-4919. 
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militant 
labor 
forums

Obama disclosure order is 
attack on political rights

TEXAS
Houston
‘From My Altitude’: A Touring Exhibit 
of Artwork by Antonio Guerrero, One of 
the Cuban Five Political Prisoners in U.S. 
Jails. Opening reception and Cuba Solidar-
ity night, Sat., June 4, 7 p.m. Exhibit ends 
June 15. Houston Institute for Culture/East 
End Studio Gallery, 708C Telephone Rd. 
Tel.: (832) 390-7661. Sponsored by the Hous-
ton Peace Council, Houston Cuba Solidarity 
Committee, International Action Center.

calendar 

Special offers with Militant subscription
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the Road to Workers Power

by Jack Barnes $20 $10 with subscription
This book helps us understand why it is the revolutionary conquest of 
power by the working class that will make possible the final battle for Black 
freedom—and open the way to a world based not on exploitation, violence, 
and racism, but human solidarity. A socialist world.

Changing Face of U.S. Politics
Working-class politics and the unions
by Jack Barnes $24 $10 with subscription
A handbook for those seeking the road toward effective 

action to overturn the exploitative system of capitalism and join in 
reconstructing the world on new, socialist foundations.

Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S. Possible?
by Mary-Alice Waters $7 $5 with subscription

The Working Class and the Transformation of Learning
by Jack Barnes $3 $2 with subscription
Contact distributors on page 8—subscription rates on page 2 Pa
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International ‘Militant’ subscription campaign
the Communist League recently set 
up an organizing committee, encour-
aged Militant supporters there to go 
for the higher goal.

As readers may have noted in 
last week’s issue, efforts by Militant 
Army volunteers outside the United 
States—who were well ahead of sched-
ule—helped lift the scoreboard several 
percentage points. This week is no dif-
ferent—London is already at 85 percent, 
New Zealand at 80, and Australia at 75. 
Time for another raise?  

There are two more weeks in the door-
to-door effort to win new readers. So far 
1,433 subscriptions have been sold, just 
slightly ahead of schedule. 

Plans to go over the top in the cam-
paign include teams selling subscrip-
tions in cities and towns in early June, 
as Militant Army volunteers head to 
an international socialist conference in 
Oberlin, Ohio. So far, socialist workers 
from Australia, New Zealand, and the 
United Kingdom have signed on.

Four books about the working-class 
struggle to conquer political power are 
being offered along with subscriptions. 
These are The Changing Face of U.S. 
Politics; Malcolm X, Black Liberation, 
and the Road to Workers Power; and 
The Working Class and the Transforma-
tion of Learning, all by Jack Barnes; and 
Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S. Pos-
sible? by Mary-Alice Waters. 

The Militant gets numerous reports 
about workers’ responsiveness to the rev-
olutionary perspectives written about in 
the paper. Many caught in the vise of the 
capitalist crisis—its wars, joblessness, 
debt burdens, and attacks on social and 
political rights—are more inclined now 
to take a look at a newspaper published 

in the interests of working people.
Sara Lobman from New York writes, 

“Rudy Gush, a retired worker who has 
had ‘more jobs than I can say,’ bought a 
subscription from a door-to-door team in 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, last week.

“At first he said he’d just buy a sin-
gle,” Lobman reported. “‘Five years ago 
if you’d come here with that paper, I’d 
have thrown you off the steps and told 
you if you don’t like it in America, go 
somewhere else.’ Gush said. ‘But here I 
am talking with you about revolution.’” 

In the end Gush bought a subscription 
and took two blank sub cards in case any 
of his friends want to get the paper.  

The Militant Army is also expand-
ing—a major goal of the subscription 
campaign. Not only do we want new 
readers, but also recruits from workers 
and young people who find the paper 
useful and want to introduce it to co-
workers, neighbors, and friends. 

Arlene Rubinstein from Los Angeles 
writes, “Efren Quitana, pictured in the 
May 23 issue, has become an effective 
member of the Militant Army. Through 
his efforts showing the paper to cowork-
ers, we have three new subscribers.

“Efren set up a lunchtime get-togeth-
er with his coworker José, who in turn 
brought his friend Pedro, to talk about 
the Militant with a couple of us from the 
Socialist Workers Party. José said he has 
been trying to understand the economic 
crisis and appreciated discussing it with 
workers who have a communist outlook. 
Both he and Pedro subscribed.

“They told others back at work about 
the paper,” Rubinstein said. “Allen, an-
other coworker, showed up at the Mili-
tant Labor Forum the next week due to 
their efforts and picked up a sub.”  

John Naubert from Seattle writes, 

“Patricia Flores, who got a subscription 
in Yakima, Washington, asked us for 
extra cards to sign up more readers. 

“Patricia and a friend of hers, who is 
also a Militant subscriber,” Naubert says, 
“are fighting against Secure Communi-
ties”—a program under which finger-
prints of every person booked by local 
cops are sent to the FBI and forwarded 
to federal immigration authorities to be 
checked against their databases. 

The two women “want the articles the 
Militant has recently written about these 
antiworker laws to help arm themselves 
to better argue for the rights of immi-
grants,” Naubert said. 



Finally, in response to the Militant 
Army article last week, we received this 
note from Chris Rayson, a rail worker 
in the Seattle area. 

“You can tell Joe Swanson, whose 
note about ‘High Green, High Ball’ 
appeared last week, that the term is 
still used on the railroad and for the 
same reasons. 

“The Socialist Workers Party’s 
confidence in workers and farmers 
is well placed. I find it wide open to 
talk politics with anybody. Coworkers 
have had much experience over the 
last few years that is beginning to cut 
through the myths and illusions.”  

Continued from front page
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Hazelton, Pennsylvania, Socialist Workers campaign headquarters after 2004 firebombing by 
rightists. SWP has fought for and won exemption from disclosing names of its contributors.

BY JOHN STUDER
On April 13 President Barack Obama 

issued a draft presidential Executive Or-
der that would force all companies and 
their officers to publicly disclose politi-
cal contributions in order to bid on gov-
ernment contracts.

Entitled “Disclosure of Political 
Spending by Government Contractors,” 
Obama’s proposed order—like other 
“disclosure” requirements pushed by lib-
erals since the 1970s—is packaged as an 
aid to greater “transparency” about big 
business interests in the United States. 
In reality, such measures—whether 
legislation, executive orders, or court 
rulings—provide another weapon to be 
wielded against working people by the 
capitalist state that serves the interests 
of the wealthy ruling families who own 
and control “big business.”

Claiming to promote “the integrity 

of the federal contracting system,” the 
order makes public the political activity 
of businesses and executives through a 
“centralized, searchable, sortable, down-
loadable and machine readable format” 
on government websites.

The proposed disclosure order con-
veniently exempts those Obama con-
siders key to his 2012 reelection pros-
pects. These include trade unions whose 
class-collaborationist officialdoms, the 
administration hopes, will once again 
spend tens of millions on his campaign, 
as they did in 2008. Also exempt are 
“grant recipients” from the well-heeled, 
self-ordained “meritocratic” layers 
of professors and foundation person-
nel among whom Obama himself was 
groomed.

In an article headlined “When Capi-
talists Need Socialist Workers” in the 
May 6 National Review, which de-

scribes itself as “America’s conservative 
magazine,” Stephen Hoersting writes 
that Obama’s proposed order opens the 
door to attacks against those seeking 
government contracts who contribute to 

political candidates and causes the ad-
ministration—or others—oppose.

Hoersting notes that the Socialist 
Workers Party has fought—and won—
an exemption from such disclosure 
regulations on federal, state, and local 
levels.

The party’s fight against turning over 
a “hit list” to the government and other 
anti-working-class forces by disclosing 
the names of its contributors and those 
who do business with it has been waged 
for some four decades.

In 1973 the party filed a federal law-
suit against spying and harassment by 
the FBI, CIA, Military Intelligence, 
and other federal agencies. It waged a 
decade-long political and legal cam-
paign, forcing out thousands of pages of 
files showing how the government car-
ried out systematic spying, harassment, 
and disruption against the party and 
its members and supporters because of 
their views and activities. Through this 
campaign, the SWP exposed evidence 
dating back to the 1930s, when its mem-
bers helped lead militant working-class 
battles across the Upper Midwest and 
fought against the U.S. imperialist war 
drive.

The party won in federal court, with 
the judge ruling in 1986 that the govern-
ment must stop targeting its members 
and supporters.

As the socialists were launching this 
effort some 40 years ago, however, Con-
gress in 1974 adopted legislation forcing 
political parties and other groups to turn 
over lists of contributors and vendors 
during election campaigns. The law, 
making these names publicly accessible, 
had been vigorously pushed above all by 

Continued on page 4
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Country Quota Paid %

UNITED STATES

Miami $3,000 $2,611 87%

San Francisco* $15,000 $12,427 83%

Houston* $4,000 $3,241 81%

Seattle* $8,800 $7,031 80%

Boston $4,000 $2,844 71%

Atlanta $7,800 $5,346 69%

Des Moines $3,400 $2,321 68%

New York $21,000 $13,853 66%

Chicago $10,000 $5,960 60%

Twin Cities $7,000 $4,074 58%

Washington $8,500 $4,437 52%

Los Angeles $8,500 $4,406 52%

Philadelphia $4,000 $1,720 43%

Other $600

Total U.S. $105,000 $70,871 67%

Canada* $7,000 $6,435 92%

New Zealand $3,500 $2,959 85%

United Kingdom

London $1,600 $2,375 148%
Manchester $300 $317 106%
UK Total $1,900 $2,692 142%

Australia $1,500 $1,283 86%

France $300 $328 109%

Total $119,200 $84,568 73%
Should be $116,000 $87,000 75%
* Raised goal 

‘Militant’ Fighting Fund
April 2–May  30 (week 6)

‘In Cuba, we tell people to 
read, not what to believe’
BY FELICITY COGGAN

AUCKLAND, New Zealand—Eze-
quiel Morales, a representative of the 
Cuban Institute for Friendship with the 
Peoples, spoke at four public meetings 
in Auckland, Hamilton, and Wellington 
in May, following a monthlong tour of 
Australia. He also met with trade union-
ists and was interviewed on student and 
community radio. 

Speaking at a meeting at the Univer-
sity of Auckland organized by the Stu-
dents’ Association and the Cuba Friend-
ship Society, Morales said he was eight 
years old when the Cuban Revolution 
triumphed on Jan. 1, 1959. Born into a 
peasant family in Granma Province in 
eastern Cuba, the eldest of five boys, he 
began working at age seven to help sup-
port his single mother and brothers. He 
described working as a shoeshine boy 
for 45 cents a day and paying 5 cents a 
day to learn to read and write.

He joined the 1961 literacy campaign 
organized by the new revolutionary 
government. More than 100,000 volun-
teers, most of them young people like 
Morales, went into the countryside in a 
yearlong campaign to eradicate illitera-
cy in Cuba. Morales described how they 
worked alongside people, convincing 
them to learn to read and write. Helping 
one farmer with the harvest, he talked 
about the new agrarian reform law in 
Cuba that guaranteed peasant families 
title to the land they worked. It was then 
the farmer realized he would need to be 
able to read and write to participate in 
the land reform.

Morales also spoke about the eco-
nomic reforms under way in Cuba to-
day. The guidelines adopted by the re-
cent congress of the Cuban Communist 
Party don’t mean the country is moving 
towards capitalism as some claim, Mo-
rales said, and are different from those 

in China and Vietnam. The goal is to 
increase productivity, to produce more 
efficiently, he said. 

Addressing the limitations on Inter-
net use in Cuba, he described the new 
fiber-optic cable between Cuba and 
Venezuela that will soon be operational, 
superseding the existing costly access 
via satellite—the result of Washing-
ton’s refusal to allow Cuba access to 
the undersea cable a few miles off its 
shores. The limits on Internet access do 
not mean there is no freedom of speech 
in Cuba,” Morales said. “In Cuba we 
don’t tell people to believe, we tell them 
to read.”

Morales displayed his marked-up 
copy of the Draft Guidelines of the Eco-
nomic and Social Policy of the Party 
and the Revolution, a document pro-
duced by the Cuban Communist Party 
last November for discussion leading 
up to the Sixth Congress of the party in 
April. He was one of millions who par-

ticipated in meetings at workplaces and 
in communities to debate the provisions 
in the document. More than 180 of the 
nearly 300 proposals in the draft guide-
lines were amended coming out of these 
meetings, Morales said. 

Morales also described the advances 
in health care and education in Cuba as 
a result of the revolution, and the attitude 
of doctors trained in Cuba. “In Cuba a 
sick person is a patient, in other coun-
tries that person is a ‘client,’” he said.

BY Glova Scott
WASHINGTON—The Montgom-

ery County Council in Maryland 
unanimously passed a budget May 19 
that cuts $25 million from education 
and $33 million in health and retire-
ment benefits for government and 
school employees. County Council 
president Valerie Ervin, speaking for 
the all-Democratic council, said, “It’s 
time for all of us to live within our 
means.”

There will also be a 1 percent in-
crease in property taxes and several 
hundred thousand dollars in cuts to 
public libraries. Meanwhile, the po-
lice department budget is being raised 

Democratic-led county council in 
Maryland cuts workers’ benefits

Militant/Baskaran Appu

Ezequiel Morales, representative of the Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples, 
speaking at University of Auckland in New Zealand, May 12. 

Four areas increase ‘Militant’ fund-raising goal!

by nearly $3 million.
Another proposal includes increas-

ing health-care premiums for govern-
ment workers from 20 percent to 25 
percent unless they join HMO plans. 
The county council also proposed 
long-term cuts to pension plans by 
capping future cost-of-living increas-
es.

If it passes a final vote, set for May 
26, the budget will go into effect July 
1. Public union officials, who had or-
ganized an earlier rally to protest bud-
get cut proposals in Rockville, Mary-
land, are working as part of a county 
“task force” to hammer out details of 
cuts to workers’ health-care plans.

BY Doug Nelson
“The response to the Militant in 

working-class neighborhoods and 
communities here in Canada has been 
reflected in the higher number of first-
time contributors,” said John Steele, 
who organizes the Militant Fighting 
Fund there. “One new contributor 
said she would send in $50. When the 
check arrived, it was for $100.” This 
week supporters of the paper there in-
creased their fund-raising goal from 
$6,400 to $7,000. 

Canada is joined this week by three 
other areas where supporters of the 
Militant raised their quotas: San Fran-
cisco with $1,000 more; Seattle with 
$200, and Houston pledging an extra 
$200 for the second week in a row. The 

four provide an example for other ar-
eas where collections have gone over, 
or are poised to exceed, the goals. 

The four increases bring the com-
bined local quotas to $119,200—more 
than $3,000 over the $116,000 goal! 

Dan Fein, who organizes the fund 
in New York City, said supporters 
there initially decided to reach for a 
goal of 15 new contributors, but lat-
er increased it to 25 because the re-
sponse was better than anticipated. 
So far they have received first-time 
donations from 24 readers of the pa-
per. Surely they will exceed their goal 
again. 

One new contributor in New York, 
Koffi Abbiw, returned Fein’s call to 
say he was putting $40 in the mail 

when he gets paid on Friday.  
“I like the Militant because it is the 

most truthful paper I have ever read 
and I read a lot of papers to keep up 
with what’s happening in the world,” 
said Abbiw, a student at Medgar Evers 
College in Brooklyn who is originally 
from Ghana and has been reading the 
paper for a year. “The Militant does 
not back off from telling the facts.” 

Another recent contributor in New 
York, Samuel Alarape, an African 
American hospital worker, pledged 
$100 when he renewed his subscrip-
tion for a year and picked up a copy 
of The Working Class and the Trans-
formation of Learning, one of several 
books on special with subscriptions. 
(See ad on page 3.) 

Obama disclosure order is attack on rights
Common Cause—a major proponent of 
Obama’s order today—as well as other 
liberal groups.

The Socialist Workers Party op-
poses all such disclosure laws or regu-
lations—used against any individual 
or organization—as an assault on the 
political rights of working people. The 
party launched a fight against the 1974 
disclosure provisions and has won ex-
emptions for its election campaigns 
since the late 1970s, both from the 
Federal Election Commission and in 
federal court.

Since 1990 the SWP has had to fight 
again every six years to renew the ex-
emption. Each time it has presented 
substantial evidence that the party and 
its supporters continue to be targeted 
for attacks and discrimination by indi-
viduals and government authorities. 

Other groups, from a variety of po-
litical viewpoints, have not been able 
to win such exemptions and have seen 
their members and supporters subject-
ed to threats, assaults, and retaliation. 
One example was in 2008, when con-
tributors to an effort opposing Proposi-
tion 8 in California, which would have 
legalized same-sex marriage, were tar-
geted because of their political views.

In 2009 the Federal Election Com-
mission extended the SWP’s exemp-

tion again, but shortened it to four 
years this time. Steven Walther, the 
commission’s chair, argued that social-
ism is now “more mainstream.” That 
means “more scrutiny is in order,” he 
argued. 

Hoersting points out that the only 
Supreme Court judge who argues dis-
closure is unconstitutional is Clarence 
Thomas. In a lone dissent from part 
of a 2010 court decision, Thomas said 

disclosure requirements “enable private 
citizens and elected officials to imple-
ment political strategies specifically 
calculated to curtail campaign-related 
activity and prevent the lawful, peaceful 
exercise of First Amendment rights.”

“When American capitalists need 
the protection of Socialist Workers,” 
Hoersting ends his piece, “it’s time 
the [Supreme] Court revisited its 
precedents.”

Continued from page 3
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25, 50, and 75 years ago

June 6, 1986
A week of brutal attacks by South 

African government troops, cops, and 
government-backed vigilantes has de-
stroyed much of the so-called squatter 
township of Crossroads, killing at least 
30 people and leaving some 30,000 peo-
ple homeless. 

“The vigilantes set fire to homes as 
they went,” the New York Times re-
ported. 

The Times portrayed the battle as 
a clash between “conservatives” and 
“radicals” within the township but the 
target of the attack was the great major-
ity of the township’s population, who 
have been living in Crossroads in defi-
ance of the apartheid regime and who 
have participated in the nationwide anti-
apartheid upsurge.

June 5, 1961
The Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

has issued a call for relaxation of the ban 
on travel to Cuba to permit 500 student 
“peace corps” volunteers to spend the 
summer working in Cuba.

Bert Wainer, of the FPCC Student 
Council newsletter, said the call was is-
sued in response to several hundred stu-
dents who had expressed a deep sense 
of shame for the recent CIA-sponsored 
invasion of Cuba. The unofficial “peace 
corps” would repair some of the damage 
inflicted by U.S. planes and tanks dur-
ing the ill-fated invasion. 

Wainer said many students had ex-
pressed a wish to visit families of Cu-
bans murdered by CIA-armed merce-
naries and of those killed by explosions 
and sabotage within Cuba.

June 6, 1936
One million French workers have oc-

cupied 500 key plants, shops, mines and 
factories across the whole of France. So-
cialist Premier Leon Blum, supported 
by the French Stalinist party and the 
General Confederation of Labor, has 
rushed through a “settlement” of their 
immediate demands.

The tremendous strike movement 
hurls the lie into the teeth of the creators 
of the People’s Front who declare that 
the French proletariat is not yet ripe for 
power. It was the great leftward swing 
of the masses which piled up the great 
People’s Front majority in the recent 
elections. It was the same swing, mov-
ing way beyond the leaders of the two 
big parties, which produced the great 
strikes of the past fortnight.

Spain: workers, youth protest joblessness, cuts

Some 30,000 demonstrate in Madrid’s Puerta del Sol plaza May 21 to protest 
high unemployment and government austerity measures. Tens of thousands 
have been protesting daily in cities throughout Spain since May 15, leading up 
to the country’s May 22 regional and municipal elections. Official unemploy-
ment in Spain is more than 21 percent, the highest in the European Union. 
Unemployment for 18- to 25-year-olds is 45 percent. The demonstrations rep-
resent the largest protests yet against policies of socialist prime minister José 
Zapatero, whose party suffered unprecedented defeats in the elections. 

Capitalist rulers in the United States and Europe are concerned about the 
ability of the Spanish and Italian governments to continue spending cuts and 
pay down debt, causing a rise in yields on Spanish and Italian bonds. They’re 
nervously watching Greece, whose economy continues to spiral downward 
following a $146 billion bailout by the European Union and International Mon-
etary Fund, steep government spending cuts, layoffs, and tax hikes. Spain is the 
fourth largest economy in Europe. Government officials there have repeatedly 
declared that a bailout is out of the question.

—Harry D’Agostino

“that all nonabortion services . . . will 
remain readily available” across the 
state through other providers.

The law would affect seven orga-
nizations in the state that provide 
abortions, the largest being Planned 
Parenthood, according to the gover-
nor. In addition to blocking funding 
for Planned Parenthood, the bill bans 
abortions in the state after 20 weeks 
of pregnancy. A similar provision was 
signed into law in Nebraska in April 
2010. 

In 1973 the Supreme Court ruled 
that states cannot restrict abortion 
services before 24 weeks. In 1976 
the Hyde Amendment was passed by 
Congress, prohibiting use of federal 
funds for abortions.

The Indiana law also requires that 
abortion providers discourage women 
from choosing the procedure by tell-
ing them that “life” begins at concep-
tion, that abortion causes infertility, 
and that fetuses can “feel” pain at 20 
weeks or earlier.

In February the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives voted for a bill to elimi-
nate federal funding for Planned Par-
enthood and Title X, a program that 
supports birth control, cancer screen-
ings, and testing for pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted diseases. The bill 
was dropped in a compromise con-
gressional deal in which Democratic 
opponents of the proposal agreed to 
ban all government funds for abortion 
in the District of Columbia.

“Medicaid law is pretty clear: You 
cannot unplug a provider because 
they’re providing a constitutionally 
protected service,” Betty Cockrum, 
executive director of Planned Par-

enthood Indiana, told the 
press. 

Planned Parenthood 
filed to suspend enforce-
ment of the new law. On 
May 11 Federal District 
Judge Tanya Walton Pratt 
denied Planned Parent-
hood’s request for a tem-
porary restraining order. 

“The court’s ruling 
today means that 9,300 
Medicaid patients at our 
28 locations have lost ser-
vices from their preferred 
provider,” Cockrum said. 
A majority of Planned 
Parenthood’s clinics are 
in lower income working-
class areas.

Since the beginning 
of the year Virginia and 
South Dakota have also 
enacted new restrictions 
on abortion. Legislatures 
in Ohio and other states 

are considering bills similar to the 
one passed in Indiana.

Meanwhile, the number of abortion 
providers continues to decline, espe-
cially in rural areas. In 1976, there 
were only 10 states where 90 percent 
or more of the counties had no abor-
tion provider. As of 2005 that was the 
case in 23 states.

A hearing on the request for an in-
junction against the Indiana legisla-
tion is scheduled for June 6.

BY Helen Meyers
DES MOINES, Iowa—State leg-

islators here are moving to further 
restrict women’s access to abortion 
and block plans by Dr. LeRoy Carhart 
from moving his abortion clinic to 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

Carhart, one of only a few doctors 
in the United States who perform 
late-term abortions, currently oper-
ates a clinic in Omaha, Nebraska, but 
has faced new restrictions since the 
state in April 2010 banned abortions 
after 20 weeks of pregnancy. After 
the new law was passed, Carhart an-
nounced he would open a clinic in 
Council Bluffs, about five miles east 
of Omaha.

The Iowa State Senate passed a 
bill May 16 requiring new facili-
ties that provide abortions after 20 
weeks be built near a hospital with 
an intensive-care unit. Only four 
cities in Iowa have hospitals to 
meet these requirements, none in 
Council Bluffs. The bill will now 
go back to the House.

Some Iowa state politicians are 
pushing to enact the same 20-week 
limit on abortions that exists in Ne-
braska and want to require women 
seeking an abortion to view an ul-
trasound of their fetus. To date only 
Louisiana and Arizona have made 
ultrasounds mandatory.

Opponents of women’s right to 

abortion plan to open an anti-abortion 
“clinic” in West Des Moines, accord-
ing to the Des Moines Register. The 
clinic “aims to decrease the more than 
6,000 abortions performed in Iowa 
annually,” the paper said. “The cen-
terpiece . . . is an ultrasound room to 
see the fetus’s beating heart—a strat-
egy that the clinic director believes is 
as effective as any in encouraging a 
woman to carry her baby to term.” 

The facility, called Informed 
Choices Medical, says it will provide 
health services for women but will not 
provide condoms, or refer women to 
get contraception. The clinic recom-
mends “natural family planning” and 
abstinence. 

Abortion rights in Indiana

Continued from front page

Iowa legislators seek further limits on abortion

Militant/Leah Morrison

Picket outside clinic in Germantown, Maryland, January 23 
defends women’s right to choose abortion and Dr. LeRoy 
Carhart, who performs late-term abortions there. 

Abortion Is a  
Woman’s Right!

by Pat Grogan, Evelyn Reed
Why abortion 
rights are central 
not only to the 
fight for the full 
emancipation of 
women, but to 
forging a united 
and fighting labor 
movement.—$6

PathfinderPress.com
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Higher taxes or layoffs of 
teachers? A fake trade-off 
Union officials deal blow to solidarity
BY STEVE CLARK

Last week members of the Socialist 
Workers Party branch in Los Angeles 
submitted an article to the Militant 
reporting on a May 13 rally there of 
some 2,000 teachers and their sup-
porters. The demonstrators were pro-
testing threatened teacher layoffs and 
cuts in funding for public schools.

Sacramento’s plans to “balance the 
budget” on the backs of government 
employees come on top of $11.2 billion 
in earlier cuts, including measures to 
kick workers off welfare for life after 
four years (it’s currently five years!); 
to close California’s senior day-care 
centers; and to substantially reduce 
spending on Medi-Cal, a health-care 
program depended on by working 

As volunteers in the Militant Army 
join with teachers and other workers in 
actions against layoffs and antilabor as-
saults, we should remember that these 
are defensive battles to protect our class 
from being torn apart by the employers 
and their government—not steps toward 
the transformation of education.

Class-conscious workers don’t fall 
into the trap set by the teachers union of-
ficialdom of lending political credence 
or support to the bloated bureaucracy of 
public “education” under capitalism. We 
have no stake in defending or demand-
ing the restoration of many school pro-
grams that are of no value whatsoever 
to working people. Nor do we share an 
iota of common ground with “Waiting 
for Superman”-style “education reform-
ers” among the well-off professional and 
middle classes. 

It’s worthwhile taking a look at The 
Working Class and the Transformation 
of Learning: The Fraud of Education 
Reform Under Capitalism, a pamphlet 
by Jack Barnes, national secretary of the 
Socialist Workers Party. It’s one of four 
titles currently being offered by Militant 
Army volunteers together with an intro-
ductory subscription to the Militant (see 
ad on page 3)

“If we start where reformers and lib-
erals throughout the capitalist world 
begin—with my children, my neighbor-
hood, my schools, my problems—then 
we get nowhere,” Barnes says. “ . . . 
There is no universal education under 
capitalism; there is no such thing as 
education ‘for all.’ There is only ‘educa-

tion’ for the working class, and a com-
pletely different kind of ‘education’ for 
the small propertied minority.

“If we do not explain education under 
capitalism as a class question (that is, 
from the standpoint of the bourgeoisie, 
two totally separate and unrelated ques-
tions for two different classes); if we do 
not present working-class schooling as 
the social destruction of human solidari-
ty, as the organization of a society based 
on class differentiation, where human 
beings late in their teens become units 
of production in the minds of person-
nel managers and social planners; if we 
do not point to the fundamental issue of 
truly universal, lifetime education—if 
we cannot explain education this way, 
then we cannot explain it at all.

“But understood and explained cor-
rectly,” the SWP leader concludes, 
“there is no more important question for 
communists. Education as a lifetime ex-
perience—I cannot think of a better rea-
son to make a socialist revolution. What 
better reason to get rid of the capitalist 
state, to begin transforming humanity, 
to begin building human solidarity? . . .

“I’ve been convinced for a long time 
that explaining the communist ap-
proach to education is part of preparing 
the working class for the greatest of all 
battles in the years ahead—the battle to 
throw off the self-image the rulers teach 
us, and to recognize that we are capable 
of taking power and organizing society, 
as we collectively educate ourselves and 
learn the exploiters in the process.”

–Steve Clark

people across the state.
Union officials from the California 

Teachers Association (CTA) called 
the May 13 protest to rally support for 
their demand that the state legislature 
back Democratic governor Edmund 
Brown’s proposal to extend a hike in 
state income tax for four years and 
an increase in sales tax and driver’s 
license fees for five years—measures 
initiated by previous Republican gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

The article on the protest, drafted 
by Norton Sandler, quoted extensively 
from a statement handed out by mem-
bers and supporters of the Socialist 
Workers Party in Los Angeles, as 
they talked to teachers and other rally 
participants and sold subscriptions to 

the Militant. 
The statement opposed 

the tax hikes and sought 
to explain why such mea-
sures, far from aiding 
public employees in Cali-
fornia, are a blow to the 
working class. This initia-
tive by socialist workers in 
Los Angeles to respond to 
the CTA officialdom’s re-
actionary support of higher 
taxes and fees—measures 
that cut deeply into the 
living standards of work-
ers, farmers, fishermen, 

and hard-pressed middle layers—was 
welcome and timely.

As editor of the Militant, I rejected 
the article, however. The arguments 
in the statement issued by the SWP in 
Los Angeles lead working-class fight-
ers off politically. I consulted with 
other national leaders of the SWP 
in New York, who agreed the article 
should not be run. Since the political 
questions at stake are important for 
workers across the United States and 
the world, it’s useful to explain the 
reasons for the rejection.

Unrelenting blows
The consequences for working 

people in California of the unrelent-
ing blows of three years of deepening 
capitalist crisis—with the official job-
less rate there at nearly 12 percent—
are a mirror of attacks on workers and 
farmers across the country, whether 
by Democratic or Republican admin-
istrations. 

Government employees are among 
those in the gun sights of the em-
ploying class and their governments 
at the local, state, and federal levels. 
This week the Tennessee legislature 
voted to end collective bargaining 
with teachers. New York City mayor 
Michael Bloomberg has announced 
plans to lay off 4,100 teachers. The 
Militant this year has reported as-
saults on government workers in Wis-
consin, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 

Florida, Texas, and elsewhere. 
The flyer handed out by socialists 

at the May 13 rally in Los Angeles, 
however, didn’t come close to the cen-
tral questions class-conscious work-
ers can and must discuss with other 
working people about the source of 
these attacks and what we must do to 
fight them.

Taxes and layoffs
The problem started with the head-

line: “Higher taxes or layoffs and 
cuts—pick your poison.” 

But for workers it’s not a matter of 
“pick your poison.” So long as the rul-
ing capitalist families hold power—so 
long as working people live under the 
increasingly crisis-ridden dictatorship 
of capital—we will continue to face 
higher taxes and layoffs and cuts. 

Both. Not one or the other. Com-
munists need to explain that workers 
won’t be doing any “picking.” We re-
ject the capitalists’ fake trade-off be-
tween workers’ jobs and higher taxes.

The statement correctly exposed 
phony talk about “shared sacrifice” 
by Democratic and Republican politi-
cians. This is echoed by union offi-
cials who ingratiatingly try to show 
that workers are ready to carry “our 
share”—just make it a bit less intoler-
able. 

But the flyer added the misleading 
statement, “From Washington to Sac-

The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning

May 13 rally in Los Angeles of teachers and supporters called for extending hike in state income 
taxes and raising sales tax and driver’s license fees, measures that cut deeply into living standards 
of workers, farmers, fishermen, and hard-pressed middle layers. Class-conscious workers reject 
fake trade-off between jobs and taxes promoted by bosses and union officials. 

Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay
Featuring “Trade Unions: Their Past, Present, and Future” by Karl Marx

by Leon Trotsky
“Too exclusively bent upon the local and imme-
diate struggles with capital, the trades’ unions 
have not yet fully understood their power of 
acting against the system of wages slavery itself. 
They therefore kept too much aloof from gener-
al social and political movements.” —Karl Marx 
—$16

Cuba and the Coming  
American Revolution
by Jack Barnes
The Cuban Revolution of 1959 had a worldwide 
political impact, including on workers and youth 
in the imperialist heartland. As the proletarian-
based struggle for Black rights was advancing in 
the U.S., the social transformation fought for and 
won by Cuban toilers set an example that social-
ist revolution is not only necessary—it can be 
made and defended. —$10

Order from distributors on page 8 or pathfinderpress.com

Jobs fair in San Jose, California. Statewide, official unem-
ployment is nearly 12 percent, mirroring conditions workers 
and farmers face across the United States.

Continued on page 8
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Further reading from  
New International 
Issue 14 includes: ‘The 
Stewardship of Nature Also 
Falls to the Working Class’  
by Jack Barnes, Steve Clark, and 
Mary-Alice Waters
“The capitalist system 
will inevitably continue to 
ravage humanity and the 
planet we inhabit. It cannot 
be stopped without uprooting 
capitalism itself.”

www.PathfinderPress.com

by cindy jaquith
Teams of Militant Army volunteers 

have been traveling to working-class 
communities struck by tornadoes or 
floods in recent weeks. They are talk-
ing with workers and farmers about why 
the impact on their lives of these calami-
ties is greatly magnified by capitalism’s 
profit-driven class relations—and what 
needs to be done to replace the crisis-
wracked dictatorship of capital with rule 
by the toiling majority. 

This is explained well in “The Stew-
ardship of Nature Also Falls to the 
Working Class: In Defense of Land 
and Labor,” a statement drafted by Jack 
Barnes, Steve Clark, and Mary-Alice 
Waters, published in issue 14 of New 
International, a magazine of Marxist 
politics.  

“Human hardship from natural oc-
currences, including calamitous ‘acts of 
god,’ falls in starkly different ways on 
different social classes under capital-
ism,” the statement explains.  

Capitalist property relations dictate 
that those forced to live in the areas 
most vulnerable to disasters are work-
ing people, the statement says. “So long 
as the extraction of surplus value in war-
like competition for profits dictates the 
production and distribution of wealth,” it 
says, “land will remain private property 
and rental housing for the toiling major-
ity will be built where the propertied 
classes don’t want to live. It will be con-
structed where workers can ‘afford’ the 
rent, including often on flood plains.”  

This is “part of the price toilers con-
tinue to pay for the inevitably increasing 
world disorder of imperialism, marked 
by social breakdowns, financial crises, 
unrelenting inflation, contractions in 
the employment of land and labor, re-
duction of the social wage, spreading 
wars, constriction of democratic rights, 
and the growth of Bonapartist rightist 

and fascist forces.”  
“Only the leadership of a workers and 

farmers government, conquered in rev-
olutionary struggle, can lead working 
people to even face confronting the vast 
worldwide pathologies of capitalism, let 
alone bring to bear their creativity, en-
ergies, discipline, and solidarity to cure 
them.” 

Below are accounts from recent Mili-
tant Army teams to Alabama and Loui-
siana.



Alabama: ‘Gov’t doesn’t 
care about working man’
BY Jacob Perasso

Hueytown, Alabama—“The gov-
ernment doesn’t care about the working 
man. They line their pockets with our 
money,” said Larry Eskins, who makes 
a living here building motor homes.

An April 27 tornado ripped through 
this largely working-class community. 
Eskins pointed out that those whose 
property was destroyed and who lack 
insurance are largely on their own. 

When President Barack Obama visit-
ed Alabama in the aftermath of the tor-
nadoes, he went to Tuscaloosa, Eskins 
noted. “Obama didn’t come to our side. 
We are country folks. He went to where 
the big university is.” 

“Until working people take political 
power, these kinds of disasters are inevi-
table,” said Alyson Kennedy, a Militant 
Army volunteer. “The government’s 
indifference to what we face is inherent 
in the capitalist system. They put profits 
first.” Kennedy said that what is needed 
to address immediate needs of work-
ing people is an emergency, federally 
funded public works program to build 
housing, provide aid, and create tens of 
thousands of jobs in the stricken areas. 

The government only listens to peo-
ple if they make more 
than a couple hundred 
thousand dollars a year, 
Eskins said. He bought 
a Militant subscription 
and said he wanted to 
help spread the word 
about the paper. “The 
world needs this,” he 
said. Eskins had several 
suggestions of other 
people Militant Army 
volunteers could talk to 
and took an extra sub-
scription form to show 
others who might be 

Militant/Alex Huinil; Inset, Militant/ Rachele Fruit

Above: Militant volunteers Alyson 
Kennedy and Jacob Perasso talk with 
Larry Eskins of Hueytown, Alabama, 
(right) about government failure to 
aid workers hit by tornadoes. Inset: 
roofer Mel Jackson of Pratt City, 
Alabama, reads Malcolm X, Black 
Liberation, and the Road to Workers 
Power after meeting socialists on ear-
lier visit to storm-torn state.

Disasters hit classes in starkly different ways
Militant Army teams visit hard-hit areas, discuss capitalist crisis and road to workers power

Militant/Jacob Perasso

Tornado damage on outskirts of Birmingham, Alabama, May 22. Immediate and long-term 
impact on working people is greatly magnified by social relations of capitalism, which act to 
minimize costs to government and prioritize profits of landlords and insurance companies.

interested. 
More than 70,000 Alabama residents 

have registered for help from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). The most a tornado victim 
can receive is $30,200, which includes 
any temporary housing FEMA pro-
vides. Those grants will not be enough 
for many people to repair or rebuild 
their homes. FEMA urged residents to 
apply for loans from the Small Business 
Administration—a cynical suggestion 
to many who will not qualify for such 
loans based on credit scores and ability 
to pay. 

Christopher Jones, a steelworker at 
the nearby U.S. Steel mill, said that 80 
coworkers had been hit by the tornado, 
adding, “The union hall served as a 
drop-off place for donations.” 

Jones said the Republicans are the 
problem and that the Democrats have 
been supportive of the unions. He lis-
tened carefully as Militant Army vol-
unteer Sam Manuel said the attacks on 
the working class, not just on the unions, 
have been carried out by both Demo-
crats and Republicans. 

“The course of the trade union of-
ficials of turning the unions into vote-
catching machines for the Democrats 
turns off many workers and weakens 
the unions,” Manuel said. He showed 
Jones The Changing Face of U.S. Poli-
tics: Working-Class Politics and the 
Trade Unions, which is being offered 
at a special discount along with a sub-
scription. Jones purchased the book and 
subscription and also picked up a copy 
of Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the 
Road to Workers Power.  



Louisiana: ‘They help 
shippers, not fishermen’
BY MIKE FITZSIMMONS 
AND JACQUIE HENDERSON

CATAHOULA, Louisiana, May 
21—Thousands of workers and farmers 
in and around the Atchafalaya Basin in 

southern Louisiana face the possibility 
of devastating floods since the Army 
Corps of Engineers opened up the Mor-
ganza floodway May 14. 

“Sugarcane, rice, crawfish, and other 
farmers risk losing a whole season’s 
harvest,” said Leopold Calais, 22, who 
works at a gas station. “People are al-
ready stressed by the high gas prices.” 
He took a couple of copies of the Mili-
tant to show coworkers and friends. 

“They keep the water level up so high 
all year to help the million dollar ship-
ping and oil companies. They don’t want 
to let it out here for the fishermen when 
they need it,” said Alvin Laviolette, who 
is disabled from a rig accident. 

“They should have been opening the 
Morganza gates a little bit all through the 
year, so those people up north wouldn’t 
be flooded,” said Cynthia Clawson, who 
lives less than a mile from the levee that 
protects Catahoula from the rising Atch-
afalaya River.

Floyd Robicheaux, 73, and his daugh-
ter Christine Vicnair, 49, also of Cata-
houla, took time out after a day of haul-
ing crawfish traps to talk as they got a 
subscription to the Militant. “I can tell 
you this is the time of year that we should 
be making money,” Robicheaux said. 
“But I make little more than expenses 
now. Either you don’t have enough wa-
ter, or like now, they wash us out with 
the bad water.” 

When we raised that the Democratic 
and Republican parties in Washington 
and Baton Rouge only act on behalf of 
the capitalist class, Christine jumped in: 
“Yes, you can see that here.” 

In Cuba, workers are in power and 
organize to defend the interests of all 
working people, we pointed out. “I’d 
like to know more about that,” Chris-
tine responded. She said one of the 
first articles she would like to read in 
the Militant was one headlined “We 
build a movement in the U.S. to emu-
late Cuba’s example,” by Jack Barnes, 
national secretary of the Socialist 
Workers Party. 
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ramento, the capitalist government 
can find the funds for their priori-
ties—from expanding wars to guar-
anteed payments to the wealthy bond-
holders or bailing out the banks. It is 
only when it comes to working people 
that money cannot be found.”

But this assertion—like the well-
worn slogan of middle-class radicals, 
“Money for jobs, not for war!”—im-
plies another false trade-off peddled 
by the propertied rulers. It simply isn’t 
true that reductions in war spending 
or interest payments to bondholders 
will stem assaults on the living and 
job conditions of working people. In 
the imperialist United States, it’s a 
bourgeois fable that there is one big 
pie that can only be cut into so many 
slices. 

A dubious achievement
The CTA officials function within 

the working-class movement as part 
of one of the two main political in-
struments of the employing class, the 
Democratic Party. The officialdom’s 
political course is a dagger in the 
heart of working-class solidarity. It is 
an obstacle to forging a fighting alli-
ance with others among the oppressed 
and exploited targets of the bosses.

In recent decades, teachers union 
bureaucrats have to their credit the 
dubious achievement of bringing 
about something almost unheard of 
in U.S. history: their petty-bourgeois 
small-mindedness has made teach-
ers unpopular among many working 
people! The respect, admiration, and 
gratitude toward dedicated teachers, 
long held by workers and farmers, is 
more and more a thing of the past. 

In 1866 the International Work-
ing Men’s Association (IWMA), the 
first labor organization encompass-
ing workers from across Europe and 
North America (often known as the 
First International), adopted a reso-
lution on “Trade Unions: Their Past, 
Present, and Future.” The Interna-
tional in those years championed the 
war in the United States to defeat the 
slaveholders of the Confederacy, ral-
lied support for Irish independence 
from British colonial oppression, 
and organized meetings and demon-
strations in solidarity with Poland’s 
struggle for national unification and 
independence. 

“Apart from their original purposes, 
[the trade unions] must now learn to 
act deliberately as organizing centers 
of the working class in the broad in-
terest of its complete emancipation,” 
said the IWMA resolution, drafted 
by Karl Marx. “They must convince 
the world at large that their efforts, far 
from being narrow and selfish, aim at 
the emancipation of the downtrodden 
millions.” 

The labor officialdom as a whole 
has for decades made a mockery of 
any such militant internationalist 
course for the unions. Teachers union 
officials have made themselves car-
toon stick figures in this regard.

Need a road forward
As the Los Angeles statement cor-

rectly says, working people need to 
“chart a road to taking political power 
out of the hands of the capitalist rul-
ing class and reorganizing society 
and all economic relations from top to 
bottom in the interests of the working 

class, the vast majority.” 
What follows in the leaflet, how-

ever, presents no road forward to 
advance along such a revolutionary 
working-class course.

The flyer, for example, calls for “the 
rehiring of all laid-off public workers 
with back pay” and “return of all fur-
lough days that state and municipal 
workers have been subjected to.” 

But when have communists or other 
class-conscious workers ever issued a 
call on General Motors or other boss-
es, large or small, to rehire all laid-off 
workers? Never. That utopian demand 
offers nothing to advance a working-
class fight in face of mass layoffs and 
high and persistent unemployment. 

Instead, we explain the need for 
federal legislation to cut the work-
week with no cut in pay in order to 
spread the available work to all who 
need jobs—be they teachers and other 
government employees, or steelwork-
ers, coal miners, and others laid off 
from privately owned companies. We 
call for a massive program of govern-

ment-funded public works to provide 
jobs building quality housing, hospi-
tals, public transportation, schools, 
child-care facilities, and to meet other 
needs of working people. 

In the fight against government as-
saults on their jobs, wages, and health 
and retirement benefits, public em-
ployees and their unions need to turn 
to—and have a right to expect soli-
darity from—the industrial unions 
that organize workers employed by 
capitalist owners. 

Teachers and other public employ-
ees confront the capitalists only indi-
rectly. Their employers—be it a board 
of education, the state of Wisconsin, 
or some federal agency—are not capi-
talists, but government bodies that 
represent the class interests of the 
bosses. 

Privately employed workers, on the 
other hand, directly confront a boss 
and can use their collective power on 
the shop floor and on the picket line to 
win protections against employer as-
saults, including going on strike and 

denying profits to the wealthy own-
ers. 

But the strength of industrial unions 
has been bled over many decades by 
the class-collaborationist course of 
the officialdom—subordinating la-
bor to the bosses’ Democratic party; 
negotiating “fringe” benefits for a de-
clining number of union workers in-
stead of organizing a labor-led social 
and political movement to demand 
health care and pensions for all; ra-
tionalizing and helping the employers 
impose giveback after giveback, and 
much, much more. With less than 7 
percent of workers for private bosses 
organized in unions, the labor move-
ment today is weaker than at any time 
in the past century. 

The stakes in reversing that are 
large not only for industrial work-
ers and others directly employed by 
capitalist owners. They are also deci-
sive for government workers, whose 
unions cannot mobilize the same kind 
of power in the face of capital.

No ‘communist tax program’
The statement handed out at the Los 

Angeles teachers protest called for “a 
steeply graduated income tax on the 
wealthy and corporations.” But that 
makes communist workers sound like 
we’re staking out a “socialist” posi-
tion in the debate among Democratic 
Party liberals over whether income 
taxes should be raised on those mak-
ing more than $250,000 a year or on 
those making more than a million.

This problem is not helped by tag-
ging on the phrase, “with no taxes for 
workers or exploited farmers,” as the 
flyer does. 

Yes, communists oppose all taxa-
tion of working people. Workers are 
weighed down by regressive payroll 
taxes, sales taxes, gasoline taxes, cig-
arette and liquor taxes, homeowners’ 
taxes, as well as fees for driver’s li-
censes, schools, marriages, birth and 
death certificates, and myriad things 
too dizzying to list. 

That’s why it’s useful to point to the 
fact that workers in the United States 
paid no income tax until 1943. That’s 
when the Democratic administration 
of Franklin Roosevelt first imposed 
one on workers, because the U.S. rul-
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Ironworker Local 378 members and other unionists stand with Wisconsin workers at 
April 4 rally in San Francisco. In fight against government assaults, public employees 
and their unions need to turn to—and have a right to expect solidarity from—industrial 
unions that organize workers employed by capitalist owners. 
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Fight for a democratic secular Palestine
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at odds with each other.” 
Irrespective of these pointed exchanges, Obama’s 

bow to the views of his left-liberal base (and his own 
roots) among university personnel and other middle-
class professionals marks no shift in Washington’s and 
Tel Aviv’s relations of mutual dependence to advance 
their interests in Palestine and the region. 

“Israel must be able to defend itself,” Obama empha-
sized at the American Israel Public Affairs Commit-
tee convention a few days after the controversy broke 
out. “The ultimate goal is two states for two peoples. 
Israel as a Jewish state and the homeland for the Jew-
ish people, and the state of Palestine as the homeland 
for the Palestinian people.” 

When Israel was created in 1948, and during the war 
that followed, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
were expelled from their homes and farms or fled. In 
the 1967 war, the Israeli army occupied Syria’s Golan 
Heights, Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip, and 
the West Bank of Jordan. In 1979, after Cairo and Tel 
Aviv signed a peace treaty, the Sinai was returned to 
Egyptian rule. 

The Israeli rulers’ dreams of a greater Israel, howev-
er, foundered. Beginning in late 1987, the Palestinian 
intifada (uprising) spread throughout the West Bank 
and Gaza. Tens of thousands of Israelis, no longer see-
ing Israel as the “promised land,” left the country, of-
ten heading to the United States.  

Today more than 4 million Palestinians live in the 
occupied territories of the West Bank and Gaza, de-
nied the right to freely travel inside Israel. Another 1.6 
million Palestinians, some 20 percent of Israel’s popu-
lation, are Israeli citizens. They face discrimination in 
housing, jobs, land, language, education, health care, 
and other public services. 

Palestinians fight discrimination
The Palestinian citizens of Israel refuse to accept 

second-class status. Over the last two years, Palestin-
ians forced Israel Railways Company to halt the firing 
of 130 Arab railway workers; Arab egg farmers won 
subsidies for producing 6 million eggs a year (subsidies 
that previously had been awarded to Jewish farmers 
only); and Palestinian rights groups forced the Israeli 
government to allow Palestinian political prisoners to 
embrace their children during jail visits. 

As part of the working class in Israel, Palestinians 
have joined struggles with Jewish and immigrant co-
workers for higher wages, better work conditions, and 
against plant closings. 

In the West Bank Palestinian workers and farmers 
have fought against land confiscations, the denial of 
water rights, and the building of a wall blocking them 

off from large parts of the territory. In both the West 
Bank and Gaza, they have opposed arbitrary border 
closings by the Israeli regime.

In the West Bank the number of Israeli citizens 
living in settlements scattered throughout the terri-
tory has doubled from 142,000 in 1996 to more than 
300,000 today, usurping Palestinian land rights and 
acting as provocation against the Palestinian majority.  

Those in the ruling classes in Tel Aviv and Wash-
ington who put forward a “swap” of Jewish enclaves 
in the West Bank with predominantly Arab areas of 
Israel hope to hold on to a Jewish majority in Israel. 
They also worry that the rebellions in Egypt, Tunisia, 
Syria, and other parts of the Middle East will deepen 
the isolation of Israel and could leave Washington and 
Tel Aviv with few allies in the region. 

In face of the political difficulties for imperialism, 
the bourgeois nationalist leaderships of the Palestin-
ian groups Hamas and Fatah offer no way forward to 
mobilize Palestinians in their national interests, or to 
advance the fight of toilers in the occupied territories 
and those within Israel’s borders. 

A democratic secular Palestine
“What the Israeli rulers are seeking to impose in 

order to consolidate Israel within borders of their own 
choosing is not a ‘peace process,’” Jack Barnes, na-
tional secretary of the Socialist Workers Party, pointed 
out in a June 2006 report to the party’s convention. “It’s 
the consolidation of an Israel still based on the forcible 
expulsion of the Palestinian majority, together with the 
‘right of return’ of those of Jewish parentage.” 

“Tel Aviv intends to hold onto East Jerusalem and 
selected large suburban Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank, as well as strategic military locations along the 
Jordanian border,” he added. 

The Palestinian people need to forge a revolution-
ary leadership that will fight for a democratic secular 
Palestine, Barnes said. Inside Israel, this will include 
a substantial Jewish component. It will come out of 
working people and youth fighting “for land; for water 
rights; for freedom of movement, freedom to travel; 
for jobs, decent wages, and union protection; for the 
release of political prisoners; for women’s equality; 
against the brutal operations of Tel Aviv’s cops, troops, 
and commandos.” 

While saying no timetables are possible, Barnes 
emphasized, “A communist leadership of Jewish and 
Arab workers and farmers—dedicated to the fight for 
a democratic secular Palestine, and for socialist revo-
lution—can and will be built. . . . as growing num-
bers of toilers come to understand that if this task is 
not achieved in time, there will be little left of that 
part of the world.”

Indiana has become the first state to outlaw the use 
of Medicaid for medical services at any clinic that 
performs abortions, in what is the latest move to push 
back the 1973 Supreme Court ruling legalizing wom-
en’s right to abortion. The attack is part of the grinding 
offensive against working people that also includes as-
saults on health care, the right to a job, growing wars, 
and constriction of democratic rights.  

Abortion has always been a working-class issue. 
When it was illegal hundreds of working-class wom-
en, 80 percent of them Blacks or Latinas, died from 
back-alley or self-induced abortions each year. Hun-
dreds of thousands were maimed.  

That number plunged dramatically once legal abor-
tion became available. The Supreme Court decision 
opened the door to millions of women—especially 
those from the working class—to begin to control their 
own reproductive functions. It went a significant way 
toward establishing the fundamental right of women 
to decide when and whether to have a child. 

Freedom from enforced motherhood is a precondi-
tion to women’s liberation. Only with the right to con-
trol their own bodies can women begin to assert their 
full human identity as productive, not just reproduc-
tive, beings, to exercise full control over their lives, 
and join as equals in social and political life.

Ever since the 1973 decision, Democrats and Re-
publicans have been chipping away at it. The very first 
body blow was in 1976, when Congress banned federal 
funds for abortion except in case of endangerment of 
the mother’s life, rape, or incest. Today, only 17 states 
allow Medicaid funds to cover abortions.  It’s in this 
context that President Barack Obama has called for 
“common ground” with opponents of women’s rights 
to “reduce the number of women seeking abortions.”  

Eighty-seven percent of U.S. counties—where 35 
percent of the country’s women live—have no abor-
tion providers at all. Twenty-four states require waiting 
periods before an abortion can actually be performed. 
Thirty-six states demand parental involvement before 
a minor can get an abortion. Eighteen states force 
women to undergo “counseling”—humiliating, an-
tiscientific badgering sessions—prior to having an 
abortion.  

The fight for women’s right to abortion is not only 
an essential part of the struggle for women’s emanci-
pation, but is needed to strengthen the unity and fight-
ing capacity of the working class as a whole—putting 
us on firmer ground to resist the capitalist exploiters’ 
drive to foist their crisis onto our backs. 

ers needed to pay for their drive to dominate the world 
capitalist order during the slaughter of World War II. 

But we have no “communist tax program.” And we 
don’t tell workers that taxing the rich will solve our 
problems.

No ‘tax road’ to workers power
There is no way for workers to tax our way to the 

expropriation of the capitalist exploiters. That can only 
be done as the product of a victorious revolutionary 
struggle to end the dictatorship of capital and estab-
lish a workers and farmers government—a govern-
ment that helps advance struggles by working people 
against exploitation, racism, the second-class status 
of women, imperialist war, devastation of the earth’s 
air, soil, and waters, and every form of oppression and 
brutality produced and reproduced by capitalist social 
relations.

The same holds true for the final demand in the Los 
Angeles flyer: “An immediate end to interest and prin-
cipal payments to the wealthy bondholders.” 

It’s good to explain that talking about the enormous-
ly wealthy bondholders is just another way of describ-
ing the capitalist ruling class. But a thinking worker 
will ask: “If the state halts all interest and principal 
payments, bonds will be worthless, won’t they? So no 
one will make loans to the government, and there will 
be even more massive layoffs and cuts.”

That’s a fact under capitalist rule. The only way to 
respond to such a question is to point to the need to 
build a revolutionary movement of working people to 
fight for workers power. 

A workers and farmers government will neither 
float bonds nor levy taxes on working people. A 
government of the toilers will provide universal 
lifetime education, health care, and disability and 
pension benefits by drawing on society’s enormous 
surplus wealth—wealth that is produced in one and 
only one way, by the transformation of nature by 
social labor.

The flyer distributed at the Los Angeles rally says, 
“It is our labor, not the largesse of the capitalists, that 
creates the wealth that provides for education, health 
care, and other vital necessities.” That’s a true state-
ment, but it misses the most important point from the 
standpoint of the vast toiling majority.

It is the labor of working people that creates the 
massive surplus value that capitalists appropriate 
and from which they derive their profits and power. 
Nothing workers get in terms of schooling, medi-
cal care, or pensions is charity—it’s all produced 
by us. 

At the same time, everything we have—above 
and beyond what bosses must pay in wages to 
maintain and reproduce the labor power they need 
to keep production up and profits rolling in—is the 
product over decades of what working people have 
fought for, won, and defended in struggle. That, too, 
comes from nowhere else.

*   *   *
Today, as a result of the grinding impact of the 

capitalist crisis on tens of millions of working people, 
communists are finding growing receptivity among 
workers to discussing a revolutionary perspective 
along the road to power. An expanding Militant Army 
is going door to door in working-class neighborhoods 
with a newspaper “published in the interests of work-
ing people” that reports each week on imperialism’s 
crises and wars and how workers and farmers are or-
ganizing and fighting.

The Militant is our most powerful political tool 
right now, supplemented by books and pamphlets 
by revolutionary leaders recording the lessons of 
working-class struggles worldwide for more than 
150 years.

Publishing schedule
The Militant will be taking a two-

week break after the next issue, 
which will be mailed out June 2. 
We will resume publication with 
issue number 24, which will be 
mailed out Thursday, June 23.
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