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Immigrant
deaths soar
in Arizona
desert

BY SETH GALINSKY

Just two days after reports that
deaths of undocumented workers
crossing the Arizona desert are soar-
ing, Homeland Security secretary
Janet Napolitano announced the U.S.
government is stepping up immigra-
tion enforcement along the border.

Bruce Parks, the Pima County
Medical Examiner, told the Associ-
ated Press July 16 that 40 bodies had
been brought to his office since July
1 in the midst of a severe heat wave.
Tighter measures at the U.S.-Mexico
border have pushed immigrants with-
out papers to attempt crossing in more
remote, dangerous areas.

Last year, known deaths of immi-
grants along the entire U.S.-Mexico
border rose to 422, the highest since
492 died in 2005.

In an op-ed piece in the Arizona

Continued on page 5

Finance
bill seeks to
avert new
bank crisis

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The financial “reform” bill passed
by Congress has been described by
the capitalist media as the biggest
overhaul of Wall Street since the
Great Depression. But its provisions
offer no relief from the capitalist de-
pression and social crisis gripping
working people.

White House officials claim the
new law will prevent another eco-
nomic collapse similar to the one in
2008 that led to the failure of Lehman
Brothers and Washington Mutual, and
the creation of a $700 billion govern-
ment fund to bail out American Inter-
national Group, Citigroup, and other
financial institutions.

The 2,300-page legislation, which
the Senate passed July 15 and the
House of Representatives two weeks
earlier, sets up a “Financial Stabil-
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N.Y. socialists’ ballot
drive goes over top

“Workers need our own political party

Militant/Brian Williams

Continued on page 9

Socialist Workers candidates in New York talk with participants at Pathfinder booth during
Harlem Book Fair July 17. Behind table from right, Willie Cotton, SWP candidate for U.S.

SWP candidates in Iowa enter
home stretch in petition drive

o

Militant/Margaret Trowe
Helen Meyers, left, Socialist Workers Party candidate for lieutenant governor of lowa,
campaigning recently at shopping area in Des Moines.

Senate, and Réger Calero, candidate for U.S. Congress in 15th District.

BY ANGEL LARISCY
AND BRIAN WILLIAMS

NEW YORK—Socialist campaign-
ers here celebrated completion of a
10-day effort July 18 to collect 7,000
signatures to place Roger Calero on
the November ballot for U.S. Con-
gress in the 15th District. The Social-
ist Workers Party is also running Dan
Fein for governor and Willie Cotton

and Sarah Ruth Robinett for two open
U.S. Senate seats.

Some 50 people came to a campaign
forum the evening of July 17 where
Calero and Robinett spoke. This in-
cluded two people who had met cam-
paigners on the streets that day or in
the week before, as well as a cowork-
er of Fein and two others attending

Continued on page 4

New Orleans cops indicted for
Hurricane Katrina shootings

BY ANGEL LARISCY

A federal grand jury indicted five
current and one former New Orleans
cop July 12. Four of the men are
charged with shooting six unarmed
civilians, killing two, in September
2005, during the aftermath of Hurri-

BY MARGARET TROWE

DES MOINES, Iowa—The socialist
campaign here is wrapping up a suc-
cessful drive to get on the ballot.

The SWP is running David Rosenfeld
for governor, Helen Meyers for lieuten-
ant governor, Rebecca Williamson for
U.S. Congress, and Margaret Trowe for
secretary of agriculture.

Campaign supporters have fanned
out across lowa to collect 2,000 signa-
tures to put Rosenfeld and Meyers on
the ballot, with 1,460 in hand as of July
21. More than 450 people also signed to
get ballot status for Williamson.

The SWP candidates and supporters
plan a big campaign day on Saturday,
July 24 in Des Moines and Waterloo.
They will file petitions July 28.

Jocn ws cw New York City
Campaign for Socialist Workers Candidates
& July 24-25-6

Street campaigning in working-class neighborhoods
Contact or stop by SWP Campaign Headquarters
307 W. 36th Street
(212) 736-2540; newyorkswp@mac.com

Join supporters of Cuban Revolution Saturday night
Demand freedom for Cuban Five revolutionaries jailed in U.S.
July 24 at Martin Luther King, Jr. Labor Center/1199 SEIU Union Hall
310 W. 43rd Street
Reception 6:30 p.m.; Program 7:30 p.m.—Contact: (917) 887-8710

cane Katrina. All six are charged with
covering up the crimes. U.S. Attorney
Jim Letten, appointed by George W.
Bush, announced the charges.

The indictments and ongoing in-
vestigations show a pattern of brutal-
ity carried out by New Orleans po-
lice officers and concealed by their
superiors. Five former officers have

Continued on page 9
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Merchants in Iran strike
to block 70% tax hike

BY CINDY JAQUITH

A strike by Iranian merchants has
forced the government to back down
on a plan to raise their taxes by up to 70
percent. The action points up divisions
among the capitalist rulers over how to
cope with the deteriorating condition of
Iran’s economy.

Textile, jewelry, and carpet merchants
in Tehran, where the most important ba-
zaar is located, began the strike July 6.
Then shops started closing down in oth-
er major cities, such as Tabriz, Isfahan,
Mashhad, and Hamadan.

Some businesspeople in Tehran
donned black armbands and demon-
strated, AP reported.

To diffuse the situation President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad suddenly de-
clared July 11 and 12 would be national
holidays, saying this was to conserve
energy.

The merchants association, in nego-
tiations with the government, won a re-
duction of the tax increase to 15 percent,
although some traders pointed out that
with a 10 percent hike already in effect,
the actual increase is 25 percent. The
New York Times reported that as of July
18, all shops in Tehran were open.

During a previous merchants’ strike
in 2008, Ahmadinejad was also forced
to yield after trying unsuccessfully to
impose a sales tax.

The merchants’ action comes as the
effects of the world capitalist economic
crisisdeepeninlran. Anarticleinthe July
12 Financial Times of London reported
that from March to May one of every
eight checks written in Iran bounced,
according to the Central Bank. Bank

Melli said its overdue debts are nearly
$46 billion, 860 percent higher than in
2005. The Iran Chamber of Commerce
reported industries are working at only
40 percent of capacity. Unemployment
is estimated at 25 percent, with many
more underemployed.

Big merchants have been supportive
of the capitalist governments that have
been in power since the 1979 revolu-
tion in Iran, but many find themselves
increasingly in disagreement with
Ahmadinejad’s policies. Faced with
a sharp drop in oil income and the ef-
fects of years of economic sanctions by
imperialist powers, his administration
has moved to raise funds by increasing
taxes, among other means. The eco-
nomic sanctions imposed on Iran make
foreign enterprises wary of trading with
Iranians and imports and exports more
expensive.

A jeweler on strike in the bazaar
told the Times that he blamed Ahma-
dinejad’s foreign policy for some of the
economic problems. “When the gov-
ernment was opening anti-imperialism
funds in Nicaragua and Venezuela with
our money it should have thought about
such rainy days when oil prices fall and
it faces budget deficits.”

Others interviewed by the Times ex-

ment to back down on steep tax increase imposed as Iranian economy deteriorates.

pressed resentment with the growing
economic power of enterprises owned
by the Pasdaran, the military force that
is increasingly influential in the govern-
ment. The merchants have traditionally
been aligned with the clerical hierarchy.

Hossein Nogrehkar Shirazi, deputy
oil minister, said in an interview with
the Iranian news agency Khabar On-
line that Iran is selling oil at a discount
to attract buyers. Sales are slowed by
the difficulty getting around bank
sanctions. Production has become
more expensive.

Meanwhile, the September deadline
for starting to lift government subsi-
dies on basic goods is approaching.
These subsidies—covering fuel, water,
flour, bread, wheat, rice, milk, sugar,
and transportation—were won after the
1979 revolution, qualitatively improv-
ing workers’ conditions. The parliament
passed legislation last year to phase them
out. Iranians with the lowest incomes
are supposed to receive cash to cope
with the increase in prices. The parlia-
mentary research office estimates prices
could go up as much as 60 percent.

Judge increases Lynne Stewart sentence to 10 years

BY SETH GALINSKY

NEW YORK—A judge increased
the 28-month jail sentence of Lynne
Stewart, a defense attorney who often
accepted unpopular cases and defended
working people who could not afford a
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lawyer, to 10 years on July 15.

The charges were brought against
Stewart for her work as one of the law-
yers for Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman,
a blind Muslim cleric who was found
guilty on frame-up charges of “seditious
conspiracy” for allegedly plotting to
blow up the United Nations headquar-
ters and other structures. No physical
evidence linking Abdel-Rahman to any
crime was presented during his trial.

Abdel-Rahman was sentenced to life
in prison. U.S. officials also imposed a
draconian ban, prohibiting him from
most communications with people out-
side the prison. His lawyers were re-
quired to agree to abide by these Special
Administrative Measures.

Stewart, 70, began serving the origi-
nal sentence November 19 after losing
appeals of her conviction on frame-up

charges of “conspiracy to provide mate-
rial aid to terrorist activity” for releasing
a press statement on behalf of Abdel-
Rahman to Reuters in 2000.

A federal appeals court ruled that the
sentence imposed by Judge John Koeltl
in 2005 was too light, instructing Koeltl
to resentence her.

In his ruling Koeltl said that Stewart’s
statements after the first sentencing in-
dicated a “lack of remorse.”

A headline in a New York Daily News
editorial July 16 gloated, “Right where
she belongs.” The paper said that the
sentence “still let her off way too easy.”

“I’'m somewhat stunned by the swift
change in my outlook,” Stewart told the
judge. “We will continue to struggle on,
and we will take, of course, all avail-
able options to do what we need to do to
change this.”
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Workers need a labor
party, says D.C. socialist

BY SUSAN LAMONT

WASHINGTON—"Thanks for com-
ing to our picket line! Thanks for sup-
porting us. Good luck!” These were
some of the comments from nurses
walking an early morning information-
al picket line outside the Washington
Hospital Center July 19, as they greeted
Omari Musa, Socialist Workers Party
candidate for mayor of Washington.

Musa was there in solidarity and to
discuss his party’s platform with the
nurses. Among the points he stressed is
the need for workers to build their own
party, a labor party based on a fighting
union movement.

Dozens of members of Nurses United,
wearing bright purple T-shirts, picketed
in front of three entrances to the sprawl-
ing hospital complex during the morn-
ing rush hour.

“The nurses at the Washington Hospi-
tal Center deserve the support of union-
ists and other workers throughout the
D.C. area. They are setting an example,”
said Musa.

Some 1,600 members of Nurses Unit-
ed have been fighting for a new contract
since April. On June 28 they voted by 98
percent to reject the hospital’s latest con-
tract offer, which includes cuts in wages
and benefits totaling thousands of dollars
a year, including elimination of weekend
and shift differentials. The nurses are
also demanding improvements in patient
care and staffing levels.

“Lack of medical care is a growing
crisis for workers in the District, as in
every other part of the country,” Musa
said. “Under the capitalist system,
‘health care’ is a profit-making busi-
ness. Every year hospital owners and
pharmaceutical companies make mil-
lions, while more and more working
people can’t afford to visit a doctor or
get medicine.”

“A week ago, United Medical Cen-
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Korea Is One! The Fight for Reunification.
Speaker: Arlene Rubinstein, Socialist Workers
Party. Fri., July 30, 7:30 p.m. 4025 S. Western
Ave. Tel.: (323) 295-2600.

San Francisco

Afghanistan, Washington’s Longest War:
U.S./NATO Out Now! Speaker: Eric Simpson,
Socialist Workers Party. Fri., July 30, 7:30 p.m.
5482 Mission St. Tel.: (415) 584-2135.

NEW YORK

Manhattan

Black Liberation and the Fight for Working-
Class Independent Political Action Today.
Speaker: Steve Clark, Socialist Workers Party
National Committee and editor, Malcolm X,
Black Liberation, and the Road to Workers Pow-
er. Fri., July 30, 8 p.m. 307 W. 36th St. (near Sth
Ave.) 10th Floor. Tel.: (212) 736-2540.
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NEW YORK

Manhattan

Celebrate Opening New Location of Casa
de las Américas and the 57th Anniversary
of the Attack on the Moncada Barracks in
Cuba. Guest speaker: Cuban ambassador
to the United Nations. Music, food, art.
3 p.m. - 8 p.m. Donation: $20. /82 E. 111th St.,
(between Third Ave. and Lexington).

ter—the only hospital in Washington
east of the Anacostia River—threatened
to close for lack of funds,” continued
Musa. “This hospital serves part of the
city that is predominantly Black, with the
highest unemployment rate and greatest
medical needs. The socialist campaign
demands an end to hospital closures. No
one should be denied access to preven-
tative, chronic, or emergency care for
lack of funds.”

Volunteers for the socialist campaign
are gathering the signatures required to
place Musa’s name on the ballot for the
November election. Petitioning began
July 20, with the biggest teams going
out the weekends of July 24-25 and July
31-August 1. Volunteers will gather
5,000 signatures, well over the require-
ment of 3,000.

“The economic crisis deeply affect-
ing working people must be answered
with a fight to take political power out
of the hands of the capitalist rulers,
who profit off of inequality and lower-
ing standards of living,” Musa said. “To
begin that fight workers have to support

UK rulers aim

BY PAUL DAVIES

LONDON—The new Conservative—
Liberal Democrat coalition government
announced an emergency budget in late
June. It promised a “spending review”
in October that will mark a further stage
in the government’s efforts to off-load
the capitalist crisis onto the backs of
working people.

George Osborne, chancellor of the
exchequer and a Conservative, urged
support for the budget’s tax increases,
a freeze on public-sector pay and child
benefits, and limited access to housing
benefits.

Osborne also announced future re-
ductions in the rate at which social ben-
efits rise, by changing the way benefit
increases are calculated. In a concession
to Liberal Democrat coalition partners,
who face pressure from their ranks,
the budget increases the threshold at
which income tax is paid. More than
600,000 households will lose an average
of £1,000 per year in housing benefits,
according to the Chartered Institute for
Housing (£1=US$1.50).

The Institute for Fiscal Studies said
the United Kingdom faces the “lon-
gest, deepest, sustained period of cuts
to public services spending at least since
World War I1.”

Reflecting concern that the govern-
ment’s projections were insufficient to
turn around the crisis, lan King in The
Times noted that Osborne’s “problem is
that plenty of things could blow this off
course, not least the continued economic
problems in the eurozone, Britain’s big-
gest trading partner.” The signs of a fur-
ther downturn in the U.S. economy will
inevitably impact on Europe. Britain’s
bosses face not only a widening trade
deficit with the rest of the world, but also
a sharp decline in already relatively low
productivity through the recession.

Some commentators in the big-busi-
ness press complained that cuts in the
social wage had not gone far enough.
The new government has inherited the
second largest budget deficit in Europe.
Calling the cuts “modest,” The Sunday
Times complained that the government
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Omari Musa, Socialist Workers Party candidate for mayor of Washington, D.C., joins
picket line of nurses fighting for contract at Washington Hospital Center.

battles like the nurses’, and set out on an
independent road in politics, breaking
from the Democrats and Republicans,
the bosses’ parties, and toward building
our own labor party.”

The Socialist Workers Party is also
running Glova Scott for delegate to the
U.S. House of Representatives and Paul
Pederson for D.C. City Council Chair-
man.

at workers’ living standards

had chosen “the line of least resistance”
and “has too easily accepted that the
NHS [National Health Service] levia-
than cannot be touched.” Instead, the
paper said, Osborne should have ended
universal access to child benefits and
pensioners’ access to winter fuel allow-
ances. Former Conservative minister
Norman Tebbit urged the government to
ensure “there is no backsliding” by its
Liberal Democrat allies.

No room for maneuver

Meanwhile, others are concerned
that the cuts will impact the very frag-
ile economy, as short-term interest rates
are already at the historically low level
of 0.5 percent—leaving no room for ma-
neuver. The UK economy declined 6.4
percent from the second quarter of 2008
to the third quarter of 2009. Writing in
the Financial Times June 18, columnist
Samuel Brittan said, “[Prime Minister]
David Cameron and George Osborne
are behaving like owners of a whelk
stall rather than economic managers of
a nation with its own currency.”

Unease over the government’s course
reflects the crisis of bourgeois leader-
ship in the face of challenges before the
UK capitalist class. Bank lending, key
to economic recovery, remains nega-
tive—that is, more money is being paid
back to the banks than they’re lending
out.

The British government’s course also
marks a divergence with the Barack
Obama administration. In a letter to G-
20 leaders Obama noted that in the past
“stimulus was too quickly withdrawn
and resulted in renewed hardships and
recession.”

This has been the thrust of the Labour
Party in opposition as it was during the
election campaign. Labour has concen-
trated its fire on the Liberal Democrats,
calling for their members of Parliament
(MP) to vote against cuts that they said
they opposed when they were in oppo-
sition. But while still in government,
then-Labour chancellor of the exchequer
Alistair Darling had already projected
the deepest cuts since the 1950s.

Figures released in mid-June reveal a
glimpse of the escalating impact of un-
employment—with the numbers classi-
fied as “economically inactive” reach-
ing a record high. Official figures now
claim a 7.9 percent unemployment rate.
The numbers out of work for more than
a year increased by 85,000, while unem-
ployment for 16 to 24-year-olds rose to
just under a million.

The number of people forced to work
part-time because they can’t get full-time
work has risen to more than a million.
Workers’ real incomes are being hit hard
with pay rises averaging only 1.9 percent
while retail price inflation has gone over
5 percent. Fuel costs rose 25 percent over
the past year. Those declared insolvent,
or bankrupt, hit a record high in the first
three months of 2010.

Some leaders of trade unions, in par-
ticular in the public sector, have talked
about protest action, but their “restraint”
has won the praise of the government’s
business secretary, Liberal Democrat
Vincent Cable. “Many of the unions de-
serve a lot of credit,” he told The Times.
“One of the miracles of this crisis . . . is
that people have taken pay cuts and part-
time working and the unions very often
have cooperated with management to
see this happen.”

Speeches by labor leaders at the Dur-
ham Miners Gala July 10 did little to
counter that judgment. Condemning
“high octane,” “unfettered” capitalism
and calling for a government that would
expand entitlements, they urged work-
ers to look to the next general elections
some five years away for change.

Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn and
former London mayor Ken Livingstone
harked back to the post-World War 11
Labour government that enacted the
NHS, council house building, and the
welfare state. Livingstone called this
“the most important advance in histo-
ry.” David Guy of the National Union of
Mineworkers said the next general elec-
tion would be the “day of reckoning.”

Jonathan Silberman and Pete Clifford
contributed to this article.
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N.Y. ballot drive over top

Continued from front page

their first socialist event. A success-
ful meeting to launch the ballot effort
was also held the first weekend.

In addition to collecting more than
7,200 signatures, campaign support-
ers over the 10 days introduced peo-
ple to the new book Malcolm X, Black
Liberation, and the Road to Workers
Power by Jack Barnes, published by
Pathfinder Press, and to the Militant
newspaper. Thirty-one copies of the
book and 38 subscriptions to the Mili-
tant were sold during the petitioning
effort. This included 11 copies of the
books and 10 subscriptions sold on
Saturday, July 17, at the Harlem Book
Fair. SWP candidates and supporters
campaigned at the fair, and through-
out Upper Manhattan, collecting
1,525 signatures that day.

A booth featuring Pathfinder’s
titles was one of some 125 set up by
bookstores, distributors, authors, or
publishers at the fair. Many visitors
also attended panel discussions at
the Schomburg Center for Research
in Black Culture and other locations.
A panel entitled “Is Racial Justice
Passé? Barack Obama, American So-
ciety, and Human Rights in the 21st
Century” featured five professors
and authors of recent books, as well
as Steve Clark, coeditor of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power.

Good response in Harlem

Petitioners for Calero reached out
to working people with a fighting
perspective to defend the interests of
the working class, to break politically
from the imperialist Democratic and
Republican parties, and to build a rev-
olutionary movement to take political
power out of the hands of the capital-
ist exploiters.

Campaign supporters received a
good response in the district, which
includes the Upper Manhattan neigh-
borhoods of Harlem, East Harlem,
Washington Heights, and Inwood. In
the final week of the drive, campaign-
ers gathered signatures both before
and after work—collecting close to
900 by the weekend. A young worker
who met socialists at an immigrant
rights rally May 1 and a woman elec-
trician who learned about the cam-
paign from a coworker joined the pe-
titioning effort.

Many working people, when ap-
proached in the final week by SWP
candidates and supporters, said, “I’ve
already signed.” Thousands of cop-
ies of the party’s campaign platform
in English and Spanish were distrib-
uted.

Petitioner Harry D’Agostino said
he found real interest among workers
in the Socialist Workers campaign.
“The idea that working people need to
take political power often got people
to stop,” he said. D’Agostino, who pe-
titioned seven of the 10 days, said he
was able to sell a number of copies of
the Militant by pointing to the strug-
gles it covers in the United States and
around the world, and explaining how
workers can learn from each other’s
fights.

Socialist candidates and campaign-
ers staffing the booth at the Harlem
Book Fair had nonstop conversations
about U.S. and world politics. The
booth prominently featured Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power, sparking discussion
on lessons to be learned from Mal-
colm X and the role of workers and
farmers who are Black throughout a
century and a half of class struggle
going back to the Civil War and Radi-
cal Reconstruction. More than $500
of Pathfinder books and pamphlets
were sold.

‘Is Racial Justice Passé?’

Some 125 people attended the ses-
sion on “Is Racial Justice Passé?”
Reverend Herbert Daughtry, national
presiding minister of the House of
the Lord churches, was the modera-
tor. Daughtry read passages from his
book In My Lifetime: Towards the
Presidency of Barack Obama, point-
ing to the election of Obama as a
“great achievement” that “will reap
benefits” for generations.

“Barack Obama and the Democrat-
ic Party administration he represents
do not in any way represent the inter-
ests of the big majority of working
people who are Black and other work-
ing people,” said Clark in his presen-
tation. The deepening global eco-
nomic and social crisis today shows
the consequences of the fact that “we
live under the dictatorship of capital,”
he said. “We need to break politically
from the Democratic and Republican
parties and organize our own party

accepting such bribes.

It was essentially a hribe to vote up the contract’

“It was essentially a bribe to vote up the contract,” wrote Naomi Craine in
a note along with a check she sent for $862 for the Capital Fund, which raises
money for the long-term publishing projects of the communist movement.

The money Craine sent is from a settlement between the United Food and
Commercial Workers union and Farmer John, a pork slaughterhouse in Los
Angeles, for years of not paying workers for the time needed to put on, remove,
and clean their smocks, protective equipment, and tools.

“The blood-money character of this settlement is highlighted by the way it
came on the eve of the company and union officials pushing through a lousy
contract—six years with total raises of $2; some workers in higher tiers getting
no raises, instead lump sums; and increases in health costs,” Craine wrote.

Class-conscious workers refer to these bribes as blood money because the
bosses use them to buy workers’ silence over speedup, low pay, long hours,
and unsafe conditions. The communist movement has a proud tradition of not

Vivian Sahner in Atlanta sent in a blood money check of $2,274. “Each year
we get a little slice of the money made, to try to get us on board to work harder
in the next year,” her note said. “I'm glad to see it go to a good purpose.”
Sahner, who works as a customer service representative, said this bribe is a
small pittance aimed at convincing workers they have a stake in the company.
Meanwhile, the bosses have imposed a wage freeze and increased the amount
workers have to pay for health coverage.

—CINDY JAQUITH
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Campaign supporter collects signatures in Harlem July 10 to put Réger Calero, Socialist
Workers Party candidate for U.S. Congress in 15th District, on ballot.

independent of those who exploit and
oppress us.”

After the presentations panelists
were available to autograph copies
of their books. One participant who
asked Clark to sign a copy of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power was from Columbus,
Ohio. She has watched Harlem book
fairs on C-SPAN, she said, but decid-
ed this year to attend.

In addition to the panel on “Is Ra-
cial Justice Passé?” there were panels
on “American Stories: Creating Life
against Resistance” and “Can We Tell
the Truth about the Black Past?” Each
was televised live on C-SPAN’s Book
TV, and videos are available online at
C-SPAN’s Web site.

Some visitors to the Pathfinder
booth said they heard about Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power at the panel discus-
sion and wanted to know more.

A woman who is a teacher in up-
state New York bought the book
and, after asking about its author
Jack Barnes, also became interested

in another title by him, The Work-
ing Class and the Transformation of
Learning: The Fraud of Education
Reform under Capitalism. “I’ve been
a teacher for some 20 years,” she said.
“But what they organize us to do in
the classroom isn’t education, aimed
at encouraging students to think for
themselves. It’s just training.”

Socialist campaign meeting

At the campaign dinner and forum
that evening, Ruth Robinett explained
the importance of the conviction of
Johannes Mehserle, a Bay Area transit
cop, for killing Oscar Grant, a young
Black man, last year, as well as the in-
dictments of four New Orleans cops
for killings in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina in 2005. “The police are used
to protect the ruling class and private
property,” Robinett said. “A convic-
tion of a cop is rare and important.”

Réger Calero told the audience,
“The White House and Democrats
in Congress, including my opponent
Charles Rangel, are telling us the so-

Continued on page 7
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Coke plant explosion in
Pennsylvania injures 20

BY SETH GALINSKY

Twenty people were injured in a
July 14 explosion at the U.S. Steel
coke plant in Clairton, Pennsylvania.
Three workers are in critical condi-
tion with severe burns.

Brian Doyle, one of the injured
workers, told the press that the alarm
went off on his gas detector indicating
dangerous levels before the blast, but
his crew kept trying to seal the pipe
they were working on. He said the ex-
plosion picked him up and blew him
across the floor.

Less than a year ago an explosion in
the plant killed a worker for a pipe in-
stallation contractor.

The Clairton Coke Works is the big-
gest coke manufacturing facility in the
United States. Some 1,500 workers
produce an annual 4.7 million tons of
coke—coal baked at high temperature
to remove impurities for making steel.

In spite of U.S. Steel’s long history of
safety violations at the plant, the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA) has a record of imposing
only paltry fines for violations. OSHA
fined the company $2,600 in 2005
for hazardous conditions. In 2006 the
agency fined the company just $7,000
when a worker lost both legs after be-
ing struck by equipment.

The United Steelworkers union,
which organizes most of the work-
ers at the Clairton plant, is sending
a team to investigate the July 14 ex-

plosion. Steelworkers union spokes-
person Gerald Dickey downplayed
the company’s responsibility in an
early statement. “There’s no reason
for us to believe it was a dangerous
place to work,” he told the Wall Street
Journal. “Steelmaking is a dangerous
business. There’s going to be situa-
tions that happen.”

OSHA issued a statement just hours
after the explosion asserting that the
blast that day and the one in 2009
“occurred in two separate areas of the
plant and are unrelated.” The agency
said that it did not issue citations or
fine U.S. Steel for the 2009 incident
“because plant employees were not
exposed to any hazards.”

Maureen Revetta, whose husband
Nicholas was killed in the 2009 blast,
criticized OSHA for closing that in-

U.S. Steel’s coke plant in Clairton, Pénnsylvania, where blast recently injured 20 workers,
has long record of unsafe practices, but government safety agency has levied only small
fines against company. One worker died there in an explosion less than a year ago.

vestigation without determining the
cause. “How could someone who is
supposed to be protecting the safety
of workers tell me that?” she said to
the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.
Expressing her support for the new-

ly injured workers Revetta told WPIX
TV that she thought OSHA’s job is
“to provide an explanation as to what
happened and to make the workplace
safe for the men that have to go there
every day.”

Massachusetts grocery workers end strike

BY SARAH ULLMAN

BOSTON—Members of United Food
and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Lo-
cal 791 approved a new contract with
Shaw’s Supermarkets July 8 and ended
their four-month strike of the Perish-
able Goods Distribution Warehouse in
Methuen, Massachusetts. The vote was
171-37 in favor.

The warehouse distributes meat,
dairy, and produce to the 176 Shaw’s
Supermarkets and Star Markets in New
England. The grocery chain’s parent

Arizona immigrant deaths

Continued from front page
Republic July 19 Napolitano said that
starting August 1, additional National
Guard troops would begin their border
deployment. At the same time Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is
opening a new office in Ajo, Arizona,
and a Border Enforcement Security
Task Force Jump Team will start work-
ing out of Douglas.

Homeland Security is also sending
“mobile surveillance systems, thermal-
imaging binocular units, and trucks
equipped with detection scopes, as well
as observation and utility aircraft” to
the Tucson area, she said. Earlier in the
week, Napolitano awarded $14 million
in grants to help the Arizona govern-
ment pay for its cop actions along the
border.

The announcement of the stepped up
measures was made on the eve of Ar-
izona’s new anti-immigrant law taking
effect.

While Napolitano says that ICE’s
priority is going after “criminal aliens,”
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“felony fugitives,” and “‘gang members,”
in a July 15 interview with Fox News
she explained “we will proceed” against
anyone “we come across” who is in the
country without papers.

Sandra Punin, 22, is an example, of
working people they “come across.” She
was in a minor fender bender in Long
Island, New York, June 14. The cop who
wrote Punin a ticket arrested her after
finding that she missed an appearance
before an immigration judge in 2006,
when she was 17. Punin was turned over
to ICE and is now in an immigration jail
facing deportation proceedings.
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PITTSBURGH—On July 21, 8,200
workers at Wheeling Pittsburgh Steel
Corp. rejected a company plan to cut
wages and benefits by 18 percent.
Workers walked out at eight plants in
Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Ohio.
Members of the United Steelworkers
of America (USWA) took to the picket
line in a fight to save their union and
their jobs.

Wheeling Pittsburgh, the seventh
largest and most modern steel producer
in the United States, filed bankruptcy
in April, citing labor costs as the pri-
mary reason. The real intentions of the
bosses became clear this month when
the company appealed to federal bank-
ruptcy Judge Warren Bentz for permis-
sion to tear up the union contract.

company, Supervalu of St. Paul, Minne-
sota, is one of the largest grocery com-
panies in the country.

Company officials say former strikers
will return to work in phases over the
next couple of weeks. Unionists report
all replacement workers have been ter-
minated, while the more than 50 union
members who crossed the picket line
will continue to work.

In a telephone interview July 18,
striker Christian Ovallos said, “We won
the war.” With eight years at the com-
pany, he expects to return to work in a
week or two.

The workers voted to strike March
7, rejecting a contract that would have
increased health-care costs by $28 per
week for those with family coverage. As
soon as the vote was taken, the company
substituted an offer with greater conces-
sion demands, including converting 24
jobs to nonunion subcontractor posi-
tions. Shortly after the strike began the
company hired replacement workers and
cancelled the strikers’ health insurance.
Strikers won unemployment benefits at
the beginning of May.

A 60-mile march over five days in late
May, from the struck facility near the
New Hampshire border to downtown
Boston, won the support for the strike

and was covered in the media. Ten state
congressional members and 80 religious
leaders urged Shaw’s to negotiate with
the union.

The union organized 150 strikers to
picket the warehouse June 30 from mid-
night to 3:00 a.m., when the largest num-
ber of trucks make deliveries. Strikers
blocked the road, at one point prevent-
ing more than half a dozen tractor trail-
ers from entering the warehouse.

According to picket captain Ruben
Benitez, “the police were angry with the
union because they didn’t notify them;
there were only two cops.” Six union
members were arrested.

The following week negotiations led
to the mediator-recommended settle-
ment. Neither the company nor the
union are providing details, but Ovallos
says the health-care contribution is less
than before.

Other former strikers report raises
over the four-year contract will be 20
cents the first year and 20 cents each of
the last two years, roughly similar to the
original offer. There will be a $750 bo-
nus in 2011.

A concession was made to allow
some 30 to 40 receiving-dock jobs go to
a third-party contractor, while the ware-
house remains all union.
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August 1, 1960

LOS ANGELES, July 10—Close
to 5,000 people marched today in the
NAACP-sponsored plea to the Demo-
cratic convention for action on civil
rights.

The march proceeded from the Shrine
Auditorium to the Sports Arena, site of
the Democratic convention, where Rev.
Martin Luther King led a rally and a 24-
hour vigil of youth picketers was set up.

Large groups of white and Negro stu-
dents from local and West Coast colleges
ranging from San Bernardino College in
Southern California to Reed College in
Oregon participated. Many had previ-
ously demonstrated against the Chess-
man execution, supported the Southern
sit-ins, and engaged in actions against
the House Un-American Committee.
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August 10, 1935

ST. LOUIS, Mo—What promises
to be the most sensational strike of the
year for the Middle West is the action of
the brutally exploited “tiff” miners of
Washington Co., Missouri, which has
just begun.

“Tiff” is the colloquial appellation
given to a mineral, the trade name of
which is barytes. It is used extensively
in the manufacture of paint and other
lead products.

The strike is a protest against wage
and living conditions always low but
which with the recent rise in prices of
foodstuffs are no longer tolerable.

These grim, determined men of the
Ozarks are fighting not merely for an
increased standard of living; they are
fighting for life itself.
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What lies behind China
economic ‘miracle’

(First in a series)
BY DOUG NELSON

Over the last three decades, the Chi-
nese government has increasingly em-
ployed capitalist methods. This course
has led to a rapid expansion of China’s
economy at the expense of working
people and set uncontrollable forces in
motion that will have profound conse-
quences for the class struggle there and
worldwide.

China’s economic growth, often re-
ferred to as a “miracle,” has inspired a
number of myths. One common view
is that this economic miracle might
provide some road out of the world
capitalist depression.

Far from acting as a counterweight or
being immune to the worldwide capi-
talist economic crisis, however, China’s
“market socialist” economy is quite
vulnerable to the unfolding depres-
sion in Europe and the United States.
The size of the Chinese economy and
the depth of its integration into world
capitalist trade and finance also mean
that what happens in China will in turn
impact the rest of the world. The work-
ing class in China will be a significant
actor in these developments.

In looking at where the economy and
class struggle in China is headed today,
it is useful to review the origins of the
government’s current course.

The Chinese government began a
shift from centralized state planning
toward an expanding use of capitalist
methods in the late 1970s. While these
new economic policies were quite dif-
ferent from those of the past, they
represented a continuation of an anti-
working-class trajectory pursued by the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) since
it was brought to power by the mass
revolutionary upsurge of the toilers that
overthrew the imperialist-backed gov-
ernment of Chiang Kai-shek in 1949.

In power, the Communist Party’s
domestic and foreign policy has served
the interests of a privileged layer rooted
in the government bureaucracy and ad-
ministrative apparatus. These narrow
interests have sharply conflicted with
those of the workers and peasants.

Capitalism’s World Disorder
WORKING-CLASS POLITICS
AT THE MILLENNIUM

The social devas-
tation and finan-
cial panic, coars-
ening of politics,
cop brutality, and
imperialist ~ ag-
gression—all are
products not of
something gone
wrong with capi-
talism but of its
lawful workings. Yet the future
can be changed by the united
struggle of workers and farmers
increasingly conscious of their
capacity to wage revolutionary
struggles for state power and to
transform the world.
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The reactionary outlook of the CCP
leadership predates the revolution. In
the 1920s a counterrevolutionary fac-
tion in the Soviet Union, headed by
Joseph Stalin, consolidated its grip on
the Soviet party and carried out a mur-
derous purge of its revolutionary lead-
ership. The degeneration of the Com-
munist Party in the Soviet Union, along
with most of the international commu-
nist movement that looked to it, deeply
impacted the young CCP.

The Stalinist leadership in Moscow
played a key role in the defeat of the
Chinese revolution of 1925-27 and aid-
ed the consolidation of power by those
in the Chinese Communist party who
shared similar political perspectives.
Mao Zedong, the principal leader of
this tendency, would come to head the
party and, after the revolution, the Chi-
nese government.

After coming to power in 1949, the
Mao leadership had no intention of up-
rooting capitalism. But over the next
few years, under threat of imperialist
invasion, mass mobilizations of the
toilers spread from the countryside to
the cities. This resulted in the expro-
priation of land, industry, transport,
banking, and trade from foreign and
domestic capitalists and landlords and
the establishment of a unified nation.
The economy came under the direction
of the state and the capitalist market
was replaced with centralized planning
of production and distribution.

The unleashing of productive capaci-
ties of workers and peasants during the
first decade resulted in rapid industrial
development. This laid the basis for a
dramatic rise in the cultural level and
living conditions of the population.
Social gains included the expansion of
education and medical care.

Stifling toilers initiative

But the Communist Party govern-
ment moved to stifle the toilers’ ini-
tiative, confidence, and solidarity as it
sought to administer workers, whom it
treated as mere economic inputs, rather
then lead the working class to take con-
trol of state property. Recognizing the
toilers’ aspirations as a threat to their
growing privilege, the bureaucrats
blocked workers’ involvement in poli-
tics and management.

Along these lines, bureaucratic and
adventurous economic policies, such
as forced collectivization of farms,
were initiated in the mid-1950s. Aimed
at boosting output on the backs of
working people, while undermining
involvement of workers and peasants
in the organization of production, they
were economic and political disasters.
This course, and its accompanying re-
pressive methods, ran counter to the
building of socialism. Among the con-
sequences, it undermined the political
basis on which an economy based on
proletarian state property could ad-
vance.

The economic and political conse-
quences of these policies and the death
of Mao in 1976 opened the door for a
new faction, which sought to employ
some capitalist economic methods, to
consolidate control over the party.

The move toward capitalist methods
was pushed under the rubric of spur-
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Shenzhen city on the southwest coast of China. One of five “special economic zones”
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established in 1980 to attract direct foreign investment by the Chinese government. It has
grown from a fishing town of 30,000 to a major industrialized port city of 9 million.

ring economic growth. “Whether a cat
is black or white makes no difference.
As long as it catches mice, it’s a good
cat,” coined in 1961 by Deng Xiaoping,
a leader of this party faction, became a
well-known catchphrase to justify this
course.

The first significant steps toward
unleashing the chaotic forces that drive
the capitalist market began with deci-
sions of the CCP Central Committee in
December 1978. That plenum enacted
a policy to encourage the growth of
small private businesses.

At the time of the 1978 plenum, a
total of about 150,000 self-employed
household businesses existed in urban
areas throughout the country. In the
1980s private companies with more
than the legal limit of seven employees
began to appear. These were recognized
and designated as “private enterprises”
by the government in 1988. That year
some 6.5 million people were privately
employed in urban businesses. By the
late 1990s, this figure reached more
than 30 million.

The government moved in the early
1980s to break up the communes and
lease land rights to farmers for 15-year
periods. Later the maximum lease pe-
riod was extended to 30 years, then to
70 years in 2008.

Prices controls were relaxed and agri-
cultural markets were opened for farm-
ers to sell a growing portion of their
produce at market prices for profit. Un-
predictable fluctuations in the weather
or market prices meant that some farm-
ers could become wealthy, while others
were devastated. Class differentiation
accelerated in the countryside.

The lifting of price controls was
extended to manufactured goods. By
1988 more than half the value of retail
goods were sold at market prices.

Manufacturing firms in the rural
areas controlled by small village and
township governments began to ex-
pand. Unlike state-owned enterprises,
they operated on market principles
separate from the planned economy,
retaining after-tax profits, or absorb-
ing losses. Most of the profits were to
be either reinvested or used for pub-
lic expenditures, providing the main
source of social spending in rural areas
neglected by the central government.
Along with the breakup of the com-
munes, in 1984 the government began
to encourage the growth of these enti-
ties, designating them as “township
and village enterprises” (TVE).

The number of people employed in
TVEs rose from 30 million in 1980 to
95 million people in 1988. In the 1990s
the TVEs were increasingly leased,
mortgaged, or sometimes sold to pri-
vate parties.

Officially recognized private enter-
prises began to spread in the rural ar-
eas in the 1990s. By 1999 there were
48 million people employed in private
businesses, nearly 10 million of whom
worked in “private enterprises” with
more than seven workers.

In 1984 the practice, common in
TVEs, of paying bonuses tied to pro-
ductivity or allowing companies to
retain “excess profits” began to be ex-
tended in various forms to state-owned
enterprises. Government functionaries
in positions of management were in-
creasingly enticed by new possibilities
for personal gain to wring as much val-
ue as possible from workers’ labor.

‘Special economic zones’

In 1980 Beijing established four cit-
ies along the southeast coast as “spe-
cial economic zones.” The areas were
opened to foreign investment and au-
thority was handed over to local gov-
ernments, who offered tax incentives
for foreign investment in industry, as
well as real estate and other sectors.

Capitalist enterprises have been at-
tracted above all by the competitive
advantages of relatively low wages, as
well as tax breaks and government con-
trol over trade unions. Some of these
operations have been set up as joint
ventures between foreign companies
and state-owned enterprises, others are
completely foreign-owned.

Between 1984 and 1992, the gov-
ernment established these measures
in more than four dozen other cities,
as well as the entire island province of
Hainan.

The influx of foreign capital invest-
ment spurred rapid development and
urbanization in areas of the country,
particularly along the coast. During
the first decade, many workers there,
particularly those working in the new
private ventures, gained higher wages
and a higher standard of living.

The next article will follow the con-
tinuing evolution of the Chinese econ-
omy toward increasing use of capitalist
methods in production, trade, and fi-
nance; its interconnections with world
capitalism; the class polarization re-
sulting from this course; and the devel-
opment of the Chinese proletariat.
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Inquiry of U.S. massacres
in Korean War halted

BY SETH GALINSKY

The Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission of Korea, which was charged
with investigating “illegal massacres
before and after the Korean War” and
human rights violations in South Korea,
decided to wrap up its work this year.

Since it was set up by former South
Korean president Roh Moo-hyun in
2005, the commission documented
138 massacres of South Korean civil-
ians by the U.S. military during the
195053 Korean War.

It oversaw the excavation of 13 mass
graves and exhumed 2,000 remains of
victims of South Korean government
executions. Tens of thousands had al-
ready been massacred in the South
by the U.S.-installed dictatorship two
years before the start of the war. More
than 100,000 were executed by the
South Korean government and the
U.S. military during the war.

The scale of the executions reflects
the massive resistance Washington
faced from workers and peasants who
refused to accept the imperialists’ di-
vision of their country and the imposi-
tion of a regime in the South that de-
fended the interests of capitalists and
large landowners.

Even though 140 suspected mass
grave sites are still unexplored, a new
majority in the commission, appoint-
ed by President Lee Myung-bak, an-
nounced in mid-July that it would not
extend the body’s term. According to
the New York Times, the inquiry is be-
ing ended “to avoid antagonizing the
United States.”

Lee Young-jo, the new truth com-
mission chair, told the press that there is
“not much more to be revealed.” He also
halted distribution of the commission’s
March 2009 English-language report,
claiming it was poorly translated.

But families of those killed by the
U.S.-backed regime or directly by U.S.
forces have pressed for the inquiry to
go on. “They have so far uncovered just
a tip of the iceberg,” Oh Won-ruk, 70,
leader of a national association of 80
survivor groups, told the 7imes. “The
current conservative government wants
to keep it all buried.”

The killings took place after Wash-
ington divided the Korean Peninsula,
with collaboration of the Stalinist re-
gime in Moscow, following World War
II. After landing troops in 1945, the U.S.
military command outlawed strikes,
arrested supporters of a unified Korea,
and installed the Syngman Rhee dic-
tatorship. Meanwhile in the North, the
Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea was carrying out a land reform and
passing legislation for labor rights and
women’s equality.

Suppression of 1948 uprising

On April 3, 2008, Ahn Byung Ook,
former president of the truth commis-
sion, participated in a memorial service
on Cheju Island. Tens of thousands of
residents were massacred there when the
South Korean military and police, with
U.S. assistance, suppressed an April
1948 uprising by the island’s farmers
and fishermen, who were armed mostly
with swords, spears, and farm imple-
ments. The uprising grew out of protests
against police brutality and upcoming

national elections, which were designed
to legitimize the division of the country.
In June 1950 troops from North Ko-
rea crossed into the South and within
three days gained control of Seoul,
the South Korean capital. By early
August they had pushed U.S. and
South Korean troops out of the entire
country except for a beachhead at the
southeastern tip of the peninsula.
Washington, under cover of the Unit-
ed Nations, launched a brutal offensive
and eventually regained control of the
South. The executions continued with a
vengeance in the towns and villages the
U.S.-led forces captured during the war.
Although the Pentagon has tried to
portray the killing of Korean civilians
by the U.S. Army and Air Force dur-
ing the war as an “unfortunate trage-
dy” caused by panicky soldiers acting
without orders, documents discovered
in the U.S. National Archives in 2006
show that this was official policy.

Refugees ‘will be shot’

“If refugees do appear from north
of US lines they will receive warn-
ing shots, and if they then persist in
advancing they will be shot,” said a
July 26, 1950, letter from John Muc-
cio, U.S. ambassador to South Korea,
reporting on decisions made by U.S.
commanders the day before. The let-
ter was written on the first day of a
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Students at class, Oct. 1, 1950, on remains of school in Eum Pyung, north of Seoul, destroyed
by artillery fire. U.S. military destroyed much of Seoul when it retook South Korea from
forces fighting to remove U.S.-imposed government in the South and reunify country.

four-day slaughter of 400, mostly
women and children, at No Gun Ri,
100 miles southeast of Seoul, by U.S.
Army troops and Air Force planes.
The truth commission reviewed 138
massacres carried out by U.S. forces,
but under its new leadership the com-
mission is recommending that in most
cases compensation from Washington
not be pursued because they say they
were the result of “military necessity.”
While the truth commission’s work
focused on killings that took place in the
South, Washington pursued a scorched-
earth policy during the war that leveled
almost every building in North Korea,

as well as much of the South, in a fruit-
less attempt to crush the resistance of
Korean workers and peasants.

Some 3 million Korean civilians,
half a million North Korean soldiers,
hundreds of thousands of Chinese
volunteers who helped fight the U.S.
occupation, as well as 100,000 South
Korean and UN soldiers, including
54,000 from the United States, were
killed during the war.

The truth commission also investi-
gated killings, torture, and frame-ups
carried out by subsequent U.S.-backed
military regimes in South Korea up
until the early 1990s.

New York socialists campaign in Harlem

Continued from page 4

called economic stimulus is working
and that the economy is going in the
right direction.”

“They tell us all we need to do is be
patient,” Calero said. “But the land-
lords are not being patient when they
throw people out of their apartments.
Con Ed is not patient when the elec-
tricity is cut off. The doctors are not
patient when the health insurance is
canceled.”

“The economic crisis is the result
of the capitalist system of exploita-
tion and will continue until we get
rid of the dictatorship of capital once
and for all,” continued Calero. “That’s

why workers must break from the
parties of finance capital, the Demo-
crats and Republicans, and form an
independent party of labor, based on
a fighting trade union movement in
the United States.”

Back out campaigning

Calero, along with other Socialist
Workers Party candidates and cam-
paign supporters will be back out cam-
paigning over the July 24-25 weekend
and the months between now and the
November elections. They will be dis-
tributing the campaign platform and
selling copies of Malcolm X, Black
Liberation, and the Road to Workers

Militant/Brian Williams

Pathfinder book table at Harlem Book Fair July 17. At left is SWP senatorial candidate Willie
Cotton. At center with book is Steve Clark, coeditor of Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and
the Road to Workers Power. Clark spoke at book fair panel on “Is Racial Justice Passé?”

Power and other books and pamphlets
that patiently explain a revolution-
ary working-class alternative to the
course of the capitalist candidates and
parties.

On Saturday evening, July 24, cam-
paign supporters will also be partici-
pating with others in “An Evening in
Solidarity with Cuba” to celebrate the
57th anniversary of the July 26, 1953,
assault on the Moncada army garri-
son in Santiago de Cuba. The attack,
led by Fidel Castro and other Cuban
rebels, launched the revolutionary
war that toppled the U.S.-backed dic-
tator Fulgencio Batista dictatorship in
1959.

A focus of the July 24 meeting will
be the campaign to free the Cuban
Five. Gerardo Hernandez, Antonio
Guerrero, Ramoén Labafiino, Fer-
nando Gonzalez, and René Gonzalez
have been in prison since their arrest
on Sept. 12, 1998. They had been
gathering information on counterrev-
olutionary Cuban American groups
that operate from South Florida with
Washington’s complicity and have a
history of violent attacks on Cuba.

The five were framed and convicted
in 2001 on charges that included fail-
ing to register as agents of a foreign
government and “conspiracy to com-
mit espionage.” They were given sen-
tences ranging from 15 years to life.
Hernandez, who was also falsely ac-
cused of “conspiracy to commit mur-
der,” was sentenced to two life terms
plus 15 years.

Socialist candidates and their sup-
porters are explaining the frame-up
to working people everywhere they
speak and actively campaigning with
others to free the Cuban Five.
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How Cuban Revolutlon transformed workers’ lives

Below is an excerpt from To Speak the
Truth: Why Washington’s ‘Cold War’
against Cuba Doesn’t End, by Fidel Cas-
tro and Che Guevara, one of Pathfind-
er’s Books of the Month for July. In Sep-
tember 1960, Castro addressed the UN
General Assembly. Parts of his speech
are printed below. This period marked a
turning point for the Cuban Revolution.
Tens of thousands of working people
were occupying fields and factories and
mobilizing in the streets as property of
imperialist-owned banks and industries
in Cuba along with the largest holdings
of Cuba’s capitalist owners were nation-
alized, becoming the property of the Cu-
ban people. Copyright © 1992 by Path-

finder Press. Reprinted by permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY FIDEL CASTRO

When the revolution came to power,
what did it find? What “marvels” did
the revolution find when it came to
power in Cuba? First of all, the revolu-
tion found that 600,000 Cubans, able
and ready to work, were unemployed—
as many, proportionally, as were jobless
in the United States during the Great
Depression that shook this country, and
which almost produced a catastrophe
here. This is what we confronted in my
country—permanent unemployment.
Three million out of a population of a

BOOKS

OF THE MONTH

PATHFINDER
READERS CLUB
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To Speak the Truth

by Ernesto Che Guevara, Fidel Castro
In historic speeches before the

United Nations General Assembly E.,;
and other UN bodies, Guevara
and Castro address the peoples
of the world, explaining why the
U.S government fears the ex-
ample of the socialist revolution
in Cuba and why Washington's
effort to destroy it will fail.

$18. Special price: $12.75

25%
DISCOUNT

To See the Dawn
Baku, 1920—First Congress

of the Peoples of the East
$24. Special price: $18

The Left Opposition in the U.S.:
Writings and Speeches, 1928-31

by James P Cannon
$28. Special price: $21

Cosmetics, Fashions, and the
Exploitation of Women

by Joseph Hansen, Evelyn
Reed, Mary-Alice Waters
How big business plays on wom-
en's second-class status and social
insecurities to market cosmetics.
$15. Special price: $11.25

iQué lejos hemos
llegado los esclavos!
(How Far We Slaves Have Come)
by Nelson Mandela and Fidel Castro
$10. Special price: $7.50

Israel: A Colonial-Settler State?
by Maxime Rodinson

$13. Special price: $9.50
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for $10 and receive
discounts all year long
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Bohemia

March in Havana August 1960 with symbolic burial of coffins representing U.S.-owned

companies nationalized by the revolution.

little more than six million had no elec-
tricity, possessing none of its advantag-
es and comforts. Three and a half mil-
lion out of a total population of a little
more than six million lived in huts, in
shacks, and in slums, without the most
minimal sanitary facilities. In the cities,
rents took almost one-third of family
income. Electricity rates and rents were
among the highest in the world.

Some 37.5 percent of our population
were illiterate; 70 percent of the rural
children lacked teachers; 2 percent of
our population suffered from tuberculo-
sis—that is to say, 100,000 persons out
of a little more than six million. Ninety-
five percent of the children in rural areas
suffered from parasites. Infant mortality
was astronomical. Life expectancy was
very low. On the other hand, 85 percent
of the small farmers were paying rent
on their land of up to 30 percent of their
gross income, while 1.5 percent of the
landowners controlled 46 percent of the
total area of the country. Of course, the
proportion of hospital beds to the num-
ber of inhabitants was ridiculously low
compared with countries that have even
halfway decent medical services.

Public services, the electricity and
telephone companies, all belonged to
U.S. monopolies. A major portion of
banking, importing, and oil refining;
the majority of sugar production; the
best land; and the most important in-
dustries in all fields in Cuba belonged
to U.S. companies.

The balance of payments in the last

—IF YOU LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP

Where to find distributors of the
Militant, New International, and a full
display of Pathfinder books.
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ten years, from 1950 to 1960, has been
favorable to the United States vis-a-vis
Cuba to the extent of $1 billion. This
is without taking into account the hun-
dreds of millions of dollars extracted
from the public treasury by the corrupt
officials of the dictatorship and later
deposited in U.S. or European banks.
One billion dollars in ten years! This
poor and underdeveloped Caribbean
country with 600,000 unemployed was
contributing to the economic develop-
ment of the most economically devel-
oped country in the world!

This was the situation that confront-
ed us. Yet it should not surprise many
of the countries represented in this as-
sembly. For what we have said about
Cuba is but an X-ray view that could
be applied to many of the countries
represented here. . . .

The revolutionary government began
to take its first steps. The first was a 50
percent reduction in rents paid by fami-
lies. This was a very just measure since,
as I said earlier, there were families
paying up to one-third of their income
for rent. The people had been the vic-
tims of housing speculation; urban real
estate had also been subject to specula-
tion, to the detriment of the entire Cu-
ban people. But when the revolutionary
government reduced rents by 50 per-
cent, there were those who were consid-
erably upset; yes, a few who owned the
buildings and apartment houses were
upset. But the people rushed into the
streets rejoicing, as they would in any
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country—even here in New York—if
rents were reduced by 50 percent for
all families. But it caused no problems
with the monopolies. Some of the U.S.
companies owned large buildings, but
they were relatively few in number.

Then another law was passed, a law
cancelling the concessions that had been
granted by the Batista dictatorship to the
telephone company, which was a U.S.
monopoly. Aided by having a population
without means to defend itself, valuable
concessions had been obtained. The rev-
olutionary government cancelled those
concessions and reestablished the prices
for telephone services that had existed
previously. This was the first conflict
with the U.S. monopolies.

The third measure was the reduction
of electricity rates, which had been
among the highest in the world. This
led to the second conflict with the U.S.
monopolies. Already they were begin-
ning to paint us as Reds, simply be-
cause we had clashed with the interests
of the U.S. monopolies.

Then came another law, an essential
law, an inevitable law—inevitable for
the Cuban people and inevitable, sooner
or later, for all the peoples of the world,
at least those who have not done so. This
was the Agrarian Reform Law.'! Natu-
rally, everybody agrees with agrarian
reform in theory. Nobody would dare
to deny it; nobody except an ignoramus
would dare to deny that agrarian reform
in the underdeveloped countries of the
world is one of the essential conditions
for economic development.

1. In adopting the Agrarian Reform Law of
May 17, 1959, the new revolutionary gov-
ernment made good on what had been
one of the central promises of the July
26 Movement and Rebel Army. A limit
of 30 caballerias (approximately 1,000
acres) was set on individual landhold-
ings. Implementation of the law resulted
in the confiscation of the vast estates
and sugar plantations in Cuba—many of
them owned by U.S. companies; this land
passed into the hands of the new govern-
ment. The law granted sharecroppers,
tenant farmers, and squatters deeds to the
land they tilled. A second agrarian reform
law, enacted October 4, 1963, set a maxi-
mum limit on holdings of 167 acres.
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—— EDITORIAL

Take the high ground—Free Cuban 5!

The Cuban government and Communist Party
leaders Ratl Castro and Fidel Castro have again taken
the political and moral high ground from Washington
and the propertied families whose class interests it
serves. Cuban leaders have announced the release of
52 prisoners, the last of 75 tried, convicted, and jailed
in 2003.

“All will be released without exception, in coming
weeks,” said Cuban National Assembly president Ri-
cardo Alarcén in a July 20 interview with a Brazilian
daily. According to the Spanish news agency EFE,
Alarcon suggested other prisoners not convicted of
violent crimes may also be released.

The Cuban leader answered the cynical misrep-
resentation of these individuals as “political pris-
oners” and “prisoners of conscience” by imperialist
governments, the big business media, and “human
rights” groups. They “are not dissidents” persecut-
ed for their political views, Alarcon said. “They are
persons charged with crimes and with working for
foreign powers that want to destroy our country.”
They had taken funds from the U.S. Interests Sec-
tion in Havana.

As we go to press, 11 of these prisoners have been
released and are already in Spain. Twenty others have
agreed to fly directly from prison in Cuba to Spain.

According to supporters and family members of
the prisoners, Madrid is withholding aid to help them
find decent living quarters there. The wife of a pris-
oner still in Cuba said U.S. officials told her it “will
not be possible for the prisoners to go directly” to the
United States, and that entry applications would take
time to process.

Meanwhile, in early July Washington carried out
a swap with Moscow of 10 persons—all but one
Russians by birth—who had been arrested in the
United States and charged with being spies for Rus-
sia. The 10 were exchanged for four Russians jailed
by Moscow on charges of spying for Washington.

Despite these developments, the U.S. rulers
continue to hold behind bars—now for nearly
12 years—five Cuban revolutionaries: Gerardo
Hernandez, Antonio Guerrero, Ramon Labaiiino,
Fernando Gonzalez, and René Gonzalez. Arrested
by U.S. authorities in September 1998, they were
framed up and convicted in 2001 on charges includ-
ing failure to register as agents of a foreign govern-
ment and “conspiracy to commit espionage.” They
were given sentences ranging from 15 years to life.
Hernéndez was also falsely accused of “conspiracy
to commit murder” and sentenced to two life terms
plus 15 years.

In truth, the five had been gathering information on
counterrevolutionary Cuban-American groups that
operate from South Florida with Washington’s com-
plicity and have a history of violent assaults against
the Cuban Revolution.

Now that the Cuban government is releasing the
52 remaining prisoners convicted in 2003, both the
U.S. government and Cuban counterrevolutionaries
are squealing like stuck pigs. This unforeseen blow
to their “human rights” demagogy and deceit is well
deserved.

Emulate the revolutionary leadership in Cuba! Take
the moral high ground too. Join the growing world-
wide campaign demanding “Free the Cuban Five!”

New Orleans cops indicted for shootings

Continued from front page

already pled guilty to covering up the shootings.
Since February federal prosecutors have charged

16 current and former New Orleans cops for crimes

in the days after Katrina. The most recent indict-

ments are part of an investigation of at least 10 shoot-

ings by police in which four people were killed.

Danziger Bridge shootings

In the latest indictments, Sgt. Kenneth Bowen, Sgt.
Robert Gisevius, Officer Anthony Villavaso, and for-
mer cop Robert Faulcon are accused of killing James
Brisette, a 17-year-old Black man, and shooting four
members of his family on the Danziger Bridge.

Susan and Leonard Bartholomew said they were
walking to the grocery store with their two children
and nephew, Brisette, when a Budget rental truck
pulled up and men inside began firing on them.
Brisette was shot six times in the torso, Susan Bar-
tholomew’s arm was partially blown off, and her
husband was shot in the head. The Bartholomew’s
daughter was shot four times. The men in the truck
turned out to be cops.

Faulcon, who is Black, is also accused of shoot-
ing a mentally handicapped 40-year-old Black man,
Ronald Madison. Bowen is accused of kicking and
stomping Madison as he lay dying.

Madison was with his brother Lance walking
across the bridge to check on the dental office of
their older brother Romell. They heard gunshots and
ran. Faulcon shot Ronald Madison seven times in
the back. Lance Madison was arrested and charged
with attempted murder of the police. He was jailed
for three weeks before he was released without being
charged.

In a statement, Romell Madison said, “Our family
has waited a long time for justice in this case.” He
later said that he wasn’t interested in seeing the of-
ficers receive the death penalty.

Two other members of the New Orleans Police De-
partment (NOPD), Sgt. Arthur Kaufman and retired
Sgt. Gerard Dugue, are charged with helping to cover
up the shootings by manufacturing witnesses, fabri-
cating police statements, and planting a gun.

On July 16 a judge ruled that Bowen, Gisevius and
Villavaso will remain in jail and not be granted bond.
The officers have twice beaten state charges in the

.

AP/Gerald Herbert
Sherrel Johnson, mother of James Brisette, killed by cops on
Danziger Bridge in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.

shootings. The FBI arrested Faulcon in Texas July 13.

Last month five other police were charged for
shooting and setting on fire a 31-year-old Black man,
Henry Glover, during the Katrina crisis. Glover was
shot by a cop as he walked near a strip mall.

When Glover’s brother and another man sought
help for him at NOPD’s SWAT unit compound, set up
at a local elementary school, they were beaten and ac-
cused of being looters. The police took their car with
Glover in the back and drove off. The scorched car
was later found behind a police station and Glover’s
burnt remains were found weeks later.

Danny Brumfield, a 45-year-old Black man was
shot and killed by police as he tried to get assistance
at the Convention Center, which was being used as a
shelter. Police claim he brandished a pair of scissors
at them as he approached their car. After shooting
Brumfield in the back, the cops simply drove off.

Other cases include Keenan McCann, a Black man
shot five times by police as he attempted to get water
from a truck. He survived. After leaving the hospital,
a warrant was issued for his arrest for threatening po-
lice with a gun. He was never formally charged. Mat-
thew McDonald, a Caucasian, was shot in the back
and killed by police, who claimed they saw a gun in
his bag. McDonald’s family was not told he was killed
by cops until four years later when a reporter con-
tacted them about the investigation into his death.

Financial ‘reform’

Continued from front page
ity Oversight Council” to determine “risks” to the
capitalist financial system.

It establishes a consumer bureau within the Federal
Reserve, replacing the Office of Thrift Supervision. The
new bureau will be staffed mostly by banking regula-
tors transferred from other government-run consumer
divisions.

The bill calls for shifting the trading of some de-
rivatives, which worldwide now encompass more than
$600 trillion, from private over-the-counter sales to
public clearinghouses. Derivatives are basically bets
placed on the rise or decline in the price of stocks,
bonds, or other paper values.

The bill also seeks to restrict financial firms from
trading funds from their own accounts. It assigns a
slew of regulators from 10 government agencies to
write hundreds of new rules to implement the law. The
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, which will
have new authority over derivatives, for example, has
already asked for $45 million for its new staff.

The Federal Reserve now becomes the “pre-emi-
nent regulator,” stated the Wall Street Journal, warn-
ing that the risks are that it “still won’t be able to pre-
vent another crisis.” The government’s central bank
will continue to have authority to bail out financial
institutions the government considers “too big to fail.”
The new clearinghouses will also have access to dis-
counted Federal Reserve funds.

Some of the biggest banks have grown even bigger
since the government’s 2008 bailout. “Before the crisis
the 25 largest had 56% of bank assets; today, it’s 59%,”
the Journal reported.

President Barack Obama claims the new law, which
his administration campaigned to pass, will lay the
foundation for a stronger and safer financial system
that will be less prone to panic and collapse.

“There is little in this legislation that will fundamen-
tally change the way Wall Street does business,” Dean
Baker, codirector of the Center for Economic and
Policy Research in Washington, D.C., told Bloomberg
News, in presenting a dimmer view. “The six largest
banks will still enjoy the enormous implicit subsidy
that results from the expectation that the federal gov-
ernment will bail them out in the event of a crisis.”

Banks take advantage of regulations

Some of the largest banks are adopting plans to take
advantage of new regulations to maximize their prof-
its. “Compelled to trade derivatives in the daylight of
closely regulated clearinghouses,” stated the New York
Times, banks like JP Morgan Chase and Goldman
Sachs “‘are building up their derivatives brokerage op-
erations. Their goal is to make up any lost profits—and
perhaps make even more money than before.”

Working people, meanwhile, will be hard hit by
many of the changes as banks plan to pass on addi-
tional costs to their customers, with increased fees on
bank accounts and credit cards. The financial “reform”
law will make it more difficult for working people to
borrow money. It requires banks to more closely scru-
tinize an individual’s income, credit history, and job
status before making a loan.

While the law supposedly makes permanent that
individual deposits of up to $250,000 are insured, the
increased pace of bank failures raises questions about
how secure deposits will be. Ninety banks have col-
lapsed through mid-July, a faster pace than in 2009
when 140 banks failed. These mounting bank closures
have led to a Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation
deficit of more than $20 billion.

New International
MAGAZINE OF MARXIST POLITIGS AND THEORY
Issue number 10 includes:

“Imperialism’s March

Toward Fascism and War”

—by Jack Bames msg7stock | /|
“What the 1987 Stock Iﬁiﬁﬁi;iiisﬁ
Market Crash Foretold” el

fascism..war

—Resolution adopted by 1988
Socialist Workers Party convention
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