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Imperialists’
war plan:
bribe, divide
Taliban

BY DOUG NELSON

Washington is preparing a program
of economic and political incentives to
encourage desertion in the ranks of the
Taliban in Afghanistan and eventually
draw its leadership into negotiations.
The move is becoming a prominent part
of U.S. war strategy, which also involves
the arrival of 30,000 troops designed to
wrest control of a larger swath of south-
ern and eastern Afghanistan.

At the same time, a major impedi-
ment to the imperialists’ war effort re-
mains the sanctuary its major Taliban
adversaries enjoy in Pakistan, where
Washington recently stepped up its
campaign of drone strikes to an unprec-
edented pace.

Afghan president Hamid Karzai is
expected to present a plan to begin a
“reconciliation” process with the Tal-
iban at an international conference on
Afghanistan in London January 28. The
office of Richard Holbrooke, U.S. spe-
cial envoy to Afghanistan and Pakistan,
announced the plan January 22.

The course assumes a degree of inte-
gration of the Taliban into the Afghan
government at some point. According

Continued on page 9
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U.S. rulers prepare
deeper social cuts

Workers face more economic uncertainty
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Workers line up for jobs in southeast Los Angeles November 20. Obama administration
plans tax breaks for business in answer to unemployment crisis.

BY SETH GALINSKY

January 27—As President Barack
Obama readies his State of the Union
speech, marking the first year of his
presidency, neither capitalist party, the
Democrats or Republicans, has any so-
lutions to the grinding economic and
social crisis. Workers face growing un-
certainty.

The day before Obama’s speech, USA
Today reported that the number of peo-
ple on welfare rose for the first time in
15 years, when then-president William

‘Militant’ supporters respond
to interest in communist paper

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Supporters of the Militant are re-
sponding to increased interest in
communist literature from readers of
the paper who are signing up to renew
their subscriptions and purchase cop-
ies of the latest book from Pathfinder
Press: Malcolm X, Black Liberation,
and the Road to Workers Power.

A one-month drive through Febru-
ary 17 is focusing on winning long-
term Militant subscribers, and opens
a broader winter/spring campaign to
sell the new book and further expand
the Militant’s circulation.

“A young Black couple who pur-
chased an introductory subscription
and pre-paid for the new book in De-
cember decided to renew for a year,”
writes Steve Warshell from Houston.
“In addition, an introductory sub-
scription was purchased for the cli-
ents in the hair salon where one of
them works. She has been taking the
paper up to the salon and people really
like it.” Warshell added that of the six
Militant subscription renewals sold by
supporters there, “each one was with
the new book.”

Those renewing or subscribing for
the first time can purchase Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to

Workers Power for $10, a 50 percent
discount.

“We’re taking a systematic ap-
proach with teams assigned to contact
and meet with previous subscribers
in different areas in and around the
city,” reports Tom Baumann, who is
helping to organize the renewal ef-

Continued on page 4

N.Y. meeting
answers slander
against Cuba

BY PAUL MAILHOT

NEW YORK—Fifty people attend-
ed a program here entitled, “Race,
Racism and the Cuban Revolution:
An Activist Roundtable” held Janu-
ary 19 at the Brecht Forum. Speak-
ing at the event were Sam Anderson,
Rosemary Mealy, and Lucius Walker,
three well-known African American
activists and long-time defenders of
the Cuban Revolution.

The event was aimed at counter-
ing the publication of “Acting on Our
Conscience: A Declaration of Afri-

Continued on page 9

Clinton vowed to “end welfare as we
know it.” Welfare programs that at one
time aided more than 14 million people
were slashed by Clinton. In fiscal 2008
3.8 million people received welfare pay-

ments. In 2009 this rose to 4 million.
More than 37 million people received
food stamps last year, an 18 percent in-
Continued on page 3
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Vanguard place of Blacks
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Latino
farmers
fight unfair
lending

BY SETH GALINSKY

The U.S. Supreme Court January
19 turned down a request to review a
discrimination suit filed by 110 Latino
farmers. The refusal leaves standing
a lower court ruling that the Latino
farmers have to try their claims case
by case, not together as a class action
that would have allowed thousands of
farmers to join the suit.

The court ruling flies in the face of
government statements admitting to
racist discrimination against minority
farmers by U.S. agriculture agencies.

Latino farmers often cite 1997
congressional testimony by then ag-
riculture secretary Daniel Glickman.
“Good people lost their farmland not
because of bad weather, bad crops,
but because of the color of their skin,”
he said.

The lawsuit documents discrimina-
tion by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) and other government
farm agencies. Among greater obsta-

Continued on page 5

Haitians organize while gov’t,
imperialists fail to meet needs

.

Reuters/Ho New

Haitian women clear rubble in Port-au-Prince January 25. Working people are organizing
themselves in the face of the social disaster following recent earthquake.

BY CINDY JAQUITH

January 27—After a 7-magnitude
earthquake devastated their coun-
try January 12, examples of Haitian
working people organizing to collec-
tively distribute scarce food, set up
shelters, and provide security are now
being reported. Their actions are tak-
en as Washington and other imperial-
ist powers, as well as the government
in Haiti, fail to provide adequate and
timely relief.

Although the United Nations esti-
mates that 2 million Haitians require
rapid food aid, the UN World Food

Continued on page 7
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Protests back women’s
right to choose abortion

BY SUSAN LAMONT

WASHINGTON—*“Having choice is
so important,” said Hayley Anderson,
16, standing in front of the U.S. Su-
preme Court January 22. “It would be
terrifying if the government outlawed
abortion.” She joined some 100 other
supporters of women’s right to choose
at a spirited picket line marking the 37th
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade, which decrim-
inalized abortion in the United States.

Many protesters were from college
campuses in the area. Activists from
the National Organization for Women
(NOW), Planned Parenthood, the Fem-
inist Majority Foundation, and others
also participated.

“Women don’t have the same rights
as men in this country,” said Emily
Crevelling, 21, codirector of American
University Students for Choice, which
brought half a dozen members to the
rally. “Women are treated like vessels
to produce life, and not as individual
human beings.”

The same day the annual so-called
March for Life was also held here,
drawing thousands from around
the country. Many were bused in
by churches and parochial schools.
Groups of anti-abortionists tried to
disrupt the pro-choice picket, provoca-
tively setting up a sound stage in the
middle of the pickets’ area, and send-
ing in groups of teenagers sporting
red tape over their mouths with “Life”
written on it, to position themselves in
the middle of the picket line, at times
making it difficult to keep walking.

w MILITANT

The police meanwhile stood by and
watched.

Undeterred, abortion rights support-
ers continued to picket and kept the vol-
ume up on their chants of “Pro-life, that’s
a lie! You don’t care if women die!” and
“Women’s rights are under attack! What
do we do? Stand up, fight back!”

That same day some 150 people
marched and rallied in San Francisco
backing a woman’s right to choose
abortion. The action, sponsored by the
Bay Area Coalition for Our Reproduc-
tive Rights, countered the sixth annual
“Walk for Life—West Coast” rally held
by opponents of abortion rights, which
drew thousands of people.

In Los Altos, California, 140 people
also marched January 22 in defense
of abortion rights. “Halfway through
their march they were met by about
75 antichoice protesters,” reported Le-
nore Sheridan from San Jose, Califor-
nia. “There is an increased presence of
antichoice picketers harassing women
who use the Planned Parenthood clin-

ics, which offer pediatric services in
addition to abortion and other repro-
ductive and health-care services.”
“Antichoice picketers harass ev-
eryone entering the clinics,” she said,
“including those taking their children
for shots, which really upsets the kids
because they don’t understand the
pictures on the signs or why they are

MIitant/Paul Pederson
Some 100 supporters of women’s right to choose abortion picket Supreme Court building in
Washington, D.C., January 22 on 37th anniversary of ruling decriminalizing abortion.

being yelled at. Planned Parenthood
in Santa Clara County is asking for
more clinic escorts since there are
usually more antichoice picketers be-
tween the anniversary of Roe v. Wade
and Easter.”

Carole Lesnick in San Francisco con-
tributed to this article.

Black lung disease afflicting younger miners

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The number of miners getting black
lung, a debilitating and often fatal dis-
ease caused by breathing coal dust, is
on the rise, especially for younger min-
ers. Longer work shifts and company
drives to raise production as they em-
ploy fewer workers has increased un-
derground dust levels to which miners
are exposed.

The situation is so severe that even

Legalization for undocumented workers!

The fight to defend the
rights of immigrant work-
ers is central for strength-
ening the labor movement
today. The ‘Militant’ cov-
ers the fight for the legal-
ization of undocumented
immigrants and against
raids and deportations.
Don’t miss a single issue!

Militant/Naomi Craine
Some 10,000 protesters march in Phoenix
January 16 against anti-immigrant policies
of Maricopa County sheriff Joseph Arpaio.
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West Virginia senator John D. Rock-
efeller 1V, during a January 15 meet-
ing at a local hospital acknowledged,
“The big spike of people getting black
lung today is taking place among peo-
ple in their 20s and 30s, not in their
50s and 60s.”

According to the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, about
9 percent of workers with 25 years or
more in mines tested positive for black
lung in 2005-2006, the latest published
data. This is up from 4 percent in the late
1990s. The rates also doubled for people
with 20 to 24 years in mining, includ-
ing many in their late 30s and 40s. More
than 10,000 miners have died from this
disease during the past decade.

For many decades, both the coal
bosses and the government denied
that black lung disease even existed.
Through popular struggles of miners
and their union, the United Mine Work-
ers of America, national black lung
benefits were finally won in the 1970s,
along with regulations controlling the
amount of coal dust in the mines. One

of the high points of this fight was the
23-day black lung strike of 45,000 coal
miners in 1969. During the strike min-
ers organized a series of demonstra-
tions at the West Virginia state capitol
in Charleston until a favorable black
lung bill was passed.

Without the continued mobilization
of coal miners and strengthening of their
union, the coal bosses and the govern-
ment have made it increasingly difficult
for miners suffering from black lung to
obtain benefits. According to a recent
report by the General Accounting Of-
fice, 87 percent of claims for black lung
benefits were initially denied in 2008.
Those filing appeals then face addition-
al expenses for lawyers and doctors in
pursuing their cases.

Steps to lower the “permissible dust
exposure limit” have been stalled by
the federal government. The current
level is 2 milligrams per cubic me-
ter in underground mines. The mine
safety administration announced
plans to reduce this limit in 1999, but
no change was ever made.
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Major U.S. banks report
gigantic profits for 2009

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

Large U.S. banks reported huge prof-
its for last year, the product of steps tak-
en by Washington to bail them out of the
worldwide financial crisis. Proposals by
the Barack Obama administration for
so-called bank reform and regulation
don’t alter the capitalist government’s
approach toward these giant financial
institutions, which they consider “too
big to fail.”

At the same time, millions of work-
ing people—considered by Washington
not “too big to fail”—face rising long-
term unemployment.

Goldman Sachs Group reported a re-
cord-high profit of $4.95 billion for the
fourth quarter of 2009 and $13.4 billion
for the entire year. JPMorgan Chase,
the nation’s second-largest bank, said
it more than quadrupled that quarter’s
profit to $2.38 billion, making $11.7 bil-
lion in 2009. Wells Fargo made $2.8 bil-
lion in the fourth quarter, even while re-
paying $25 billion to the U.S. Treasury
on its bailout loan.

The massive profits come as the
Obama administration continues to
serve these banks in numerous ways.
Besides funds given to them through
the Troubled Asset Relief Program be-
ginning in late 2008, banks can borrow
money at close to zero percent interest
from the Federal Reserve. They then

use these funds to buy Treasury securi-
ties yielding 3 percent interest instead
of making what they consider uncertain
loans to consumers and businesses.

To take advantage of these govern-
ment policies, investment banks were
allowed “to redefine themselves as
‘commercial banks,” with special ac-
cess” to Federal Reserve funds, noted
the Weekly Standard.

Transferring ‘toxic assets’

“Toxic assets,” for the most part
worthless mortgage-backed securities,
are being transferred from the banks’
books to the government ledger. The
Federal Reserve “holds more than $900
billion in mortgage-backed securities,”
reported Crain’s New York Business,
with plans to boost this to $1.25 trillion
through the end of March.

With Paul Volcker, former chair of
the Federal Reserve Board, at his side,
Obama announced January 21 what
he claimed would be “‘common-sense”
reforms of the banking system. For
months Volcker had been shuffled to
the background by the White House
in favor of Treasury Secretary Timo-
thy Geithner and others more closely
identified with big investment houses.
Volcker calls for prohibiting commer-
cial banks from owning or investing in
hedge funds and limiting the use of fed-

Young people protest racism in England

Staffs United
Againut QACISA

STOKE-ON-TRENT, England—More than 200 people protested against rac-
ism here January 23. Thomas Robinson, a first-year student at nearby Keele
University, said it is “important to show an opposition.” The countermobiliza-
tion was a response to a demonstration held by the English Defense League
(EDL), a rightist outfit in the United Kingdom that protests “capitulation to
Muslim extremists.” The 1,500 people at the EDL action carried placards that
read “Patriotism is not racism” and “Terrorists off our streets.”

Militant/Ogmundur Jénsson
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erally insured deposit funds for “specu-
lative” and “risky” investments, such as
mortgage-backed securities.
Commercial banks, however, could
continue to engage in such trading as
long as “they could show regulators
that they are doing it for their clients,
not their own proprietary accounts,”’ re-

Capitalist parties offer no solution to crisis

Continued from front page

crease, while the number of people col-
lecting unemployment benefits more
than doubled, to about 9.1 million. On
January 25 Wal Mart—owned Sam’s
Club announced layoffs of 11,000 work-
ers, mostly part-time employees. The
next day Verizon said it was cutting
10,000 jobs.

In Obama’s speech, according to ini-
tial press reports, is a three-year spend-
ing freeze on education, nutrition, na-
tional parks, air traffic control, and farm
subsidies. Exempt from the freeze are
the Pentagon and Homeland Security
budgets.

While White House officials say that
Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Secu-
rity could also be exempt, the New York
Times notes that the freeze is meant to
signal that Obama “is willing to make
tough decisions.”

On January 19, the White House
tentatively agreed to issue an executive
order to create a bipartisan commission
to propose changes—a code word for
cuts—in federal entitlement programs
including Medicare, Medicaid, and So-
cial Security. The commission would
deliver its recommendations after this
fall’s congressional elections.

While laying the ground for deeper
attacks on the rights, entitlements, and
living standard of workers and farm-
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Philadelphia

Obama’s State of the Union: What Lies Ahead
for Working People. Speaker: Janet Post, So-
cialist Workers Party. Fri., Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m. 188
W. Wyoming Ave. Tel.: (215) 455-2682.

ers, Obama claimed that he will “fight
for the middle class” and the “American
Dream.” Initial reports on his proposal
do not include any serious plan to create
jobs. Instead, he is proposing a variety
of tax credits that would allegedly ease
the pressure of the economic crisis.

Massachusetts election

Obama and the Democratic Party
suffered a defeat January 19 when Re-
publican Scott Brown beat Democrat
Martha Coakley in a special election for
the U.S. Senate seat in Massachusetts
held by liberal icon Edward Kennedy
until his death.

A big part of Brown’s victory was his
opposition to the so-called health-care
reform, which found an echo among
many workers who sense that the “re-
form” would be used to restrict medical
care. Brown had no concrete proposals
for his own “reform” except to proclaim
that “we can do better.”

Brown also campaigned against civil-
ian trials for alleged terrorists and for
“an across the board” tax cut to create
jobs.

Obama rallied behind Coakley to no
avail. During a January 17 day of cam-
paigning for the Democratic candidate,
Obama didn’t mention the health-care
bill once.

In his victory speech, Brown did not
mention the Republican Party except to
say he will work with both parties.

—CALENDAR—
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Sydney

Meeting in Solidarity with Queensland
Couple Facing Prison for an Abortion. Drop
the Charges! Speakers: Kathy Newnam, Pro-
Choice Action Collective; Kate Gleeson, lec-
turer, Macquarie University; others. Sat., Feb.
6, 2:30 p.m. NSW Teachers Federation 22-23
Mary St., Surry Hills. Tel.: 0407 665 857.

After the election Brown told the
Wall Street Journal that he thought that
Obama is “doing a great job with North
Korea, a nice job with Afghanistan.”

But prominent liberal columnist Paul
Krugman criticized Obama January 26.
In a column titled “Obama Liquidates
Himself)” Krugman wrote, “A spend-
ing freeze? That’s the brilliant response
of the Obama team to their first serious
political setback?”

“It’s appalling on every level,” Krug-
man charged. “It’s bad economics, de-
pressing demand when the economy
is still suffering from mass unemploy-
ment.”

Spirit of bipartisanship?

Some conservatives, however, are
pleased with Obama’s proposals.

“Republicans, in a spirit of biparti-
sanship, should praise the president for
beginning to come to his senses about
too much government spending (and
for acknowledging at the same time
that national security spending can’t be
frozen),” wrote Weekly Standard editor
William Kristol.

Other conservatives are worried that
if the Republicans make gains in No-
vember, they won’t do any better than
Obama in dealing with the crisis.

Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy
Noonan noted that Brown’s election vic-
tory is not as significant as it may seem.
Brown’s “‘constituents,” Noonan said,
“couldn’t care less about the fortunes”
of the Republican Party.

Twelve days before the election,
Noonan wrote a column titled, “The
Risk of Catastrophic Victory: Obama is
in the midst of one. Can the GOP avert
one of their own?”

Noonan warns that the Republicans
could win a majority in Congress in No-
vember, and still “be left unable to lead
when their time comes.”

ported MarketWatch Web site.

Volcker has been calling for reinstat-
ing the Glass-Steagall Act, in hopes that
legally separating commercial and in-
vestment banks will halt the debt-driv-
en frenzy inherent to the workings of
capitalism. The U.S. rulers were forced
to impose Glass-Steagall in 1933 in re-
sponse to the wave of bank failures in
the early years of the Great Depression.
It was repealed under the William Clin-
ton administration in 1999.

In a reflection of how little confi-
dence the capitalists have that they have
solved the financial crisis, doubts are be-
ing raised in Congress about ratifying a
second term for Federal Reserve chair-
man Ben Bernanke, one of the leading
proponents of the government’s use of
hundreds of billions of dollars to bail
out giant banks and the American In-
ternational Group insurance company.
His term expires January 31. Many in
capitalist circles, however, are signaling
that changing the head of the Federal
Reserve could trigger greater financial
calamity. “A prolonged delay would un-
settle markets; a rejection could be even
worse,” noted the Wall Street Journal.

Meanwhile, the number of workers
facing long-term unemployment con-
tinues to rise. In December 6.1 mil-
lion people had been without a job for
more than six months, according to the
Labor Department. The official un-
employment rate in December was 10
percent, 15.3 million workers. But this
does not count the 2.5 million persons
the government claims are “marginally
attached” to the labor force.

For further reading
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Sell the book on
‘Workers Power’

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

The campaign to read and sell cop-
ies of Pathfinder’s new book Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road to
Workers Power by Jack Barnes is off
to a good start.

The book draws lessons from the
past century and a half of class strug-
gle in the United States and points to
the role that workers who are Black
will play in the mass social movement
that will make a proletarian revolu-
tion.

“Don’t start with Blacks as an op-
pressed nationality,” writes Barnes.
“Start with the vanguard place and
weight of workers who are Black in
broad proletarian-led social and po-
litical struggles in the United States.
From the Civil War to today, the record
is mind-boggling. It’s the strength and
resilience, not the oppression, that
bowls you over.”

A focus of the sales drive is reach-
ing out to Black workers in neighbor-
hoods where they live and at work-
places, as many will be especially in-
terested in the contents of this book.

“After one week we have sold six
new books and Militant renewals,”
writes Frank Forrestal about sales at
the Dakota Premium beef slaughter-
house in South St. Paul, Minnesota.
“We have concentrated on Black co-
workers. One, who works near me,
has given a helping hand, suggesting
other people to talk to. Based on his

suggestions, two other Black workers
on the kill floor took the book to look
over and will probably pick it up.”

In Seattle a couple of workers
originally from Ethiopia purchased
the book. One renewed his Militant
subscription and the other bought an
introductory one, writes Edwin Fruit.
“We need to fight for the future for all
of us and this is what the book seems
to be about,” one commented. Sup-
porters in Seattle have sold five Mili-
tant renewals. Each of the subscribers
has bought the new book.

Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and
the Road to Workers Power can be
purchased for just $10, half the cov-
er price, with any subscription or
renewal to the Militant, or together
with Cuba and the Coming Ameri-
can Revolution, The Working Class
and the Transformation of Learning,
or Is Socialist Revolution in the U.S.
Possible? (See ad for special offer on
page 6.)

“All five workers at a small indus-
trial laundry and sewing shop in Oak-
land, California, picked up a copy of
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the
Road to Workers Power,” writes Eric
Simpson from San Francisco. Four
of these workers purchased the book
along with at least one of the other
specially discounted Pathfinder titles.

Widely distributing the Militant
supplement containing the new book’s
introduction is one of the best ways of

Interest in communist paper

Continued from front page

fort in New York. “We’re seeing more
longer-term subscriptions than previ-
ous campaigns. We currently have 17
renewals, more than a third of which
are for six months or more. Most have

also purchased the new Pathfinder
book. Others said they planned to get
it when they have the money, or when
it is available in Spanish.”

In Miami, “Shaheda, a South Afri-
can woman, renewed her subscription
for three months and bought
an introductory subscription
for a friend,” reports Emily
Paul. “She really appreciated
the coverage in the Militant.

Week 1
Country Quota Sold
UNITED STATES
Atlanta 6
Boston 10 2
Chicago 20 8
Des Moines, IA 20 &
Houston 12 6
Los Angeles 25 3
Miami 20 6
New York 45 17
Philadelphia 25 0
San Francisco 20 3
Seattle 16 4
Twin Cities, MN 25 10
Washington, D.C. 25 11
Other U.S. 1
U.S. Total 80
CANADA 20 9
UNITED KINGDOM
Edinburgh 8 0
London 12 4
UK Total 20 4
AUSTRALIA 15 0
NEW ZEALAND 10 6
SWEDEN 8 2
Int’l Totals 248 95
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% She said, ‘It’s a firsthand ac-
count of events by people con-
cerned with fellow human be-

20% | ings.”
40% A team of Militant sup-
15% porters visited Dodge City,
50% Kansas, January 16—17. “The
129% United Food and Commercial
30% Workers had just called off a
38% vote on union representation at
0% the National B§ef plant there,”
15% reports Maggle Trowe from
059, Des M01n.es,' lowa. ‘_‘We sold
p= 31 subscrlptlons, going dqor—
4% to-door in workers districts
there, including to workers
from National Beef and from
a unionized Cargill plant.”
45% Militant supporters partici-
pating in the 10,000-strong
- immig'rant rights protest in
33% Phoenix were well received.
. They signed up three renew-
20% als and sold another 11 sub-
0% scriptions and 60 copies of the
60% paper. In addition, six copies
of Malcolm X, Black Libera-
25% tion, and the Road to Workers

Power were sold, reports Eric
Simpson from San Francisco.

New Pathfinder title in bookstores

when sales representatives visited.

chased seven copies on the spot.

region and beyond.

NEW YORK—“Here it is!” a Brooklyn street vender exclaimed, showing
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the Road to Workers Power to his son.

This response to Pathfinder Press’s newest title reflected the effective
distribution work that had been done for the book. Buyers were waiting

At a bookstore in Miami’s Little Haiti neighborhood, which had been
advertising the book for several weeks prior to publication, the buyer pur-

At Nicholas Variety in Brooklyn (above), the owner will be including
the book in her next order. Sales representatives in the San Francisco Bay
Area also got promises for several orders. As in other cities, they will be
building on this success to show the new title to other booksellers in their

Militant/George Alvarez-Bouse

—CANDACE WAGNER

getting more people interested in the
entire book. Arranging to promptly
get back to these individuals for fur-
ther discussion can boost book sales.

Additional copies of the English
supplement have just been reprinted
and can be purchased for 50 cents
from distributors listed on page 8.
The supplement in Spanish is also
available, and one in French will be
printed February 4. The Spanish edi-
tion of the book will be available by

the end of March. It can be preordered
now for $10 along with a Militant sub-
scription or with one of the three spe-
cially discounted Pathfinder titles.

Militant supporters are encouraged
to take goals for sales of Malcolm
X, Black Liberation, and the Road
to Workers Power between now and
June 1. In Des Moines, lowa, sup-
porters have adopted a goal of 80 and
are organizing a weekly class on the
book, reports Maggie Trowe.

Lebanon meeting demands freedom
for Cuban Five imprisoned in U.S.

BY BASHAR ABU-SAIFAN
AND GEORGES MEHRABIAN

BEIRUT, Lebanon—More than
250 people attended a reception here
January 6 celebrating the 1959 revo-
lutionary victory by Cuban toilers
against U.S.-backed dictator Fulgen-
cio Batista. Held at the UNESCO Pal-
ace, the event was sponsored by the
Solidarity Committee for the Free-
dom of the Cuban Five and hosted by
Cuban ambassador Manuel Serrano
Acosta. The meeting was marked
by the participation of Lebanese and
Palestinian parties, as well as groups
and individuals from various political
persuasions in the country.

Wafia Ibrahim welcomed the par-
ticipants on behalf of the Solidarity
Committee for the Freedom of the Cu-
ban Five. “We are here, united, friends
of Cuba—Lebanese and Palestinian,
Christians and Muslims, communists
and nationalists—to defend Cuba
against the embargo imposed by Wash-
ington and demand freedom of the Cu-
ban Five from U.S. jails. We are also
here to demand freedom of all Arab and
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails,”
she said.

The Cuban Five—Antonio Guer-
rero, Gerardo Hernandez, Ramoén La-
banino, Fernando Gonzalez, and René
Gonzalez—were arrested in 1998 and

convicted in 2001 on frame-up charges
that included “conspiracy to commit es-
pionage” and, in the case of Hernandez,
“conspiracy to commit murder.” They
were in Miami monitoring the activities
of rightist Cuban exile groups that have
carried out armed attacks against Cuba
with Washington’s complicity.

In his speech Serrano Acosta ex-
plained that “2009 was particularly
challenging for the ability of our people
to resist the criminal blockade of the
U.S. Negative events resulting from
the world economic crisis as well as the
numerous storms that hit all parts of
the country led to reassessing our pro-
grams.”

“The Cuban people are working with
discipline towards increasing agricul-
tural production, reducing expenses by
increasing the national product, and also
in developing our services to strengthen
our socialist society,” he said. Serrano
also pointed to the continued assis-
tance by 37,000 internationalist Cuban
volunteers in various countries as well
as 7,200 students from 30 countries in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America study-
ing for free in Cuba as part of the rev-
olution’s continued determination and
commitments.

He added, “the Cuban Five remain
steadfast while incarcerated in U.S.
prisons.”



Canada: Joblessness still
high in so-called recovery |

BY MICHEL DUGRE
AND JOHN STEELE

MONTREAL—Some 500 full-time
and 400 contracted oil refinery workers
in east-end Montreal face the prospect
of long-term unemployment after the
January 7 announcement by Shell Oil
bosses of their decision to close their 76-
year-old Montreal refinery by the end of
the year.

The Shell layoffs reflect how workers
in Canada, particularly those in manu-
facturing and resource industries, con-
tinue to face massive unemployment
under the impact of the deepening world
capitalist depression. Hundreds of thou-
sands will use up their federal Employ-
ment Insurance (EI) payments in the
coming months.

According to figures published by

the Canadian Labour Congress (CLC),
the largest union federation in Canada,
of the more than 1.6 million officially
unemployed, one in five have been out
of work more than six months—an in-
crease of 6 percent over the last year.

The number of unemployed work-
ers who don’t receive EI benefits has
jumped by 33 percent. In 29 cities across
the country the average proportion of
unemployed workers who receive ben-
efits is about 36 percent.

The CLC predicts that more than
500,000 workers will end up applying
for government welfare after exhausting
their benefits in 2010.

The reality facing working people
stands in contrast to statements like that
of Royal Bank of Canada chief econo-
mist Craig Right. On January 4 Right

Tania Liu

June 13 rally in Toronto demands Canadian government extend Employment Insurance.
Number of jobless not receiving unemployment benefits is rising dramatically.

stated that he is seeing “improving
global outlook, improving global finan-
cial markets and improving outlook for
Canada.”

On January 11, Finance Minister

Latino farmers fight discriminatory lending

Continued from front page

cles Latino farmers face compared
to white farmers are: denial or delay
of loans, restrictions on access to loan
money, and being granted loans and
then told there is no money available.

“To farm today you need financial
help,” Hector Flores, 74, who farms 90
acres near El Paso, Texas, told the Mili-
tant. “Otherwise you end up just subsist-
ing.”’

One year Flores applied for a loan
in March. “We got our loan in Novem-
ber, too late for the cotton we needed to
plant,” he said. “But Anglo farmers got
their loans on time.”

In 1995 Jose Luis Galvan, a farmer in
Hancock, Texas, was told he had been
approved for a loan by the Farmers
Home Administration, but that to get the
money he would have to sell his house
because the farm he was buying already
had a home on it.

After selling his home, he was told
the loan application was out of date and
he must reapply. Galvan did so and was
denied the loan.

Today he farms 80 acres. Keeping
his head above water is even more dif-
ficult in today’s economic crisis, Galvan
noted. “I grow alfalfa and cotton,” the
59-year-old farmer said. ‘“But the market

Justice for
Black farmers!
11 a.m. rallies against
discrimination and
for compensation:

Febh.6 — Little Rock, AR
Downtown Hilton
Feh.8 —  Memphis, TN
Handy Park
Feh.9 — Jackson, MS
Battlefield Park
Feb.10 —  Montgomery, AL
In front of Capitol
Feb.11 —  Columbus, GA
Civic Center
Feh.12 — Columbia, SC
Clarion Hotel
Feb.13 — Richmond, VA
Downtown Hilton

Washington, D.C.

Outside USDA

For more information: (800) 891-1148
www.blackfarmers.org

is very depressed and fuel and fertilizer
prices are going up.”

“The crisis is hitting everyone, but
when you're a big farmer, you have mon-
ey and loans coming in, you’re able to ab-
sorb it better. But if you’re a small farmer
like me you can’t,” Galvan stated.

Statements by Galvan, Flores, and
other Latino farmers from California,
Texas, and New Mexico are posted on
the Justice for Hispanic Farmers and
Ranchers Web site www.garciaclassac-
tion.org along with other documents in
the case.

In a phone interview, Guadalupe Gar-
cia, a New Mexico farmer and the lead
plaintiff in the court case, said that local
committees that have the power to ap-
prove farm loans are dominated by large
farmers and ranchers.

“They look down on small and me-
dium farmers,” he said.

Black farmers case aids Latinos’ suit

In 1984 and 1988 Garcia lost large
parts of his crop due to flooding, and
was refused loans to help him recover
from his losses.

Garcia lost most of the 626 acres that
he farmed with his father and son when
he was foreclosed in 1999. “That’s when
I called the lawyers that were helping
the Black farmers because we were fac-
ing the same situation,” he said, “and
they agreed to help us out.”

In 1997 Black farmers launched a case
known as Pigford v. Glickman that chal-
lenged the government’s discriminatory
treatment of Black farmers. A settle-
ment was agreed to in 1999. That same
year, Garcia and other Latino farmers
launched their lawsuit.

Native American farmers and women
farmers have also sued the USDA. While
the judges hearing the case of the Black
and Native American farmers agreed to
allow the cases to proceed as class ac-
tions, U.S. federal district judge James
Robertson, who is hearing the lawsuits
of both the Latino and women farmers,
refused.

“We need to get all the minority farm-
ers together,” Garcia said. “Blacks, Indi-
ans, Hispanics, Asians, women. We face
the same discrimination. All our cases
need to be settled.”

James Flaherty, who Prime Minister
Stephen Harper says is preparing a bud-
get to “put Canadians to work,” admit-
ted at a press conference that because
of continuing high unemployment the
“economic recovery’ is in a fragile state.
He went on to blame the high value of
the Canadian dollar relative to the U.S.
dollar and protectionist policies by the
administration of U.S. president Barack
Obama.

Last year the official rate of unem-
ployment jumped from 6.3 to 8.5 per-
cent. The rea/ unemployment rate, how-
ever, is at least 10.4 percent. The real
unemployment rate takes into account
workers who have given up looking for a
job and involuntary part-time workers.

Even this figure is probably conserva-
tive. Last March an article in the Toronto
Star criticizing the federal government’s
method of calculating the labor force
and the unemployment rate suggested
the real unemployment rate is closer to
13 percent or 3 million.

The United States is Canada’s largest
trading partner and competitor. Accord-
ing to the Montreal daily La Presse over
the past year exports of manufactured
and other products to the United States
dropped 29 percent. This includes the
energy sector. In the first seven months
0f 2009, petroleum product exports from
Canada to the United States declined
to $34 billion, 51 percent less than in a
comparable period in 2008.

—— 25,50, AND 75 YEARS AGO
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DENVER—Only weeks after be-
ing cleared of the last of the decade-
old bombing charges against him,
Chicano activist Francisco “Kiko”
Martinez has again become the vic-
tim of government persecution.

On January 23, Martinez’ two-
room farmhouse in rural Alamosa,
Colorado, was surrounded by a 30-
man machinegun-toting SWAT team,
and he was arrested on charges of ly-
ing to federal officers in 1980.

The charges stem from the fact
that Martinez was forced to assume
a false identity from 1973 to 1980
in order to protect his life. A federal
grand jury had accused the radical
attorney in the fall of 1973 of mail-
ing three letter bombs to opponents
of the Chicano movement. None of
the “bombs” exploded. (They were
all amazingly “discovered” by the
police in the nick of time and de-
stroyed.)
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Two days after the surrender of the
fascist insurrectionists in Algiers, a sub-
servient French parliament abdicated
what little power it had by granting Gen.
[Charles] de Gaulle the power to rule
France by personal decree for at least the
next year. This shifts the political situa-
tion in France even further to the right.

From a Bonapartist or “strong-man”
regime operating in conjunction with
a drastically weakened parliament, De
Gaulle’s “Fifth Republic” has now di-
vested itself of the fig leaf of represen-
tative government and become a per-
sonal dictatorship.

That the initial use of decree rule
to punish the fascist elements who or-
ganized the Algiers uprising may be
only the prelude to crippling decrees
against the French workers, is indi-
cated by De Gaulle’s refusal to permit
any safeguards for civil liberties or
labor rights to be written into the bill
granting the new powers.
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February 9, 1935

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—The im-
mediate release of the 17 workers and
union leaders on trial in Sacramento
on charges of violating the criminal
syndicalism laws is demanded in a
resolution passed by General Driv-
ers Union Local 574 of the American
Federation of Labor.

Denouncing Californian employ-
ers for their attempt, under cover of
a “red scare,” to crush the Cannery
and Agricultural Workers’ Union, the
resolution continues:

“In the same spirit of solidar-
ity which other local unions demon-
strated in supporting us, Local 574
hereby goes on record as supporting
our 18 brother workers in Sacramento
brought to trial through the machina-
tions of the Industrial Association and
the agricultural growers associations,
bitter enemies of the labor movement
in California and firm supporters of
the open shop.”
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Vanguard place of Blacks
dates to Reconstruction

The Militant is running excerpts from
the newly published Pathfinder book
Malcolm X, Black Liberation, and the
Road to Workers Power, by Jack Barnes,
national secretary of the Socialist Work-
ers Party. We encourage our readers to
buy, read, and discuss it.

The excerpt below is taken from the
chapter “Radical Reconstruction: lIts
Congquests and the Consequences of Its
Defeat.” It explains how the vanguard
place of workers who are Black in lead-
ing broad, proletarian-based social and
political battles in the United States goes
back to the closing years of the U.S. Civil
War, and especially to the postwar bat-
tle for Radical Reconstruction. Blacks
provided leadership in substantial parts
of the South both to freed slaves and to
exploited farmers and antislavery work-
ers who were white. Copyright © 2009
by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by per-
mission.

The U.S. ruling class, its schools, and
bourgeois historians hide or distort what
happened during Radical Reconstruc-
tion. But this revolutionary experience
of the producing classes is a story that
needs to be told by a proletarian party in
the United States, as an example of what
many of our predecessors fought for a
century ago—a forerunner of the kind
of fighting workers and farmers alliance
we are struggling for today. This story
will find a ready audience among fight-
ers in the factories and on the farms.

The most advanced of these Radical
Reconstruction regimes, such as those in
South Carolina and Mississippi, adopted
immediate and democratic demands in
the interests of working people. This
progressive social legislation included
the barring of racial discrimination;
universal suffrage for males regardless
of race; property taxes that fell heaviest
on plantation owners and the moneyed
classes; the first free public schools
in the South (including desegregated
and tuition-free university education in
South Carolina); public hospitals and
medical care for the poor; public-relief
systems; the elimination of whipping
and other cruel and inhuman punish-
ments; and expanded grounds on which
a woman could obtain a divorce.

Working farmers and artisans who
were white faced the same exploiters as
the freed slaves. Many of them had op-
posed secession from the Union, hated
the privileged slavocracy that ruled the
Confederacy, and supported emancipa-
tion. During the Civil War, Marx and
Engels closely followed reports in the
southern press of resistance by farmers
and small-town and city working people
against conscription and taxation. Sub-
stantial numbers of these toilers wel-
comed the measures carried out during
Radical Reconstruction and joined in
defending them.

None of the Reconstruction govern-
ments, however, had both the will and
the power to enforce an expropriation
of the big plantation owners that could
have made possible a radical land re-
form, since the appointed Union Army
commanders in each state held effec-
tive veto power over legislation and its
enforcement. While some of these offi-
cers were more radical than others, none
were willing to countenance a broadside
attack on the landholdings of the south-
ern property owners. . . .

The aspirations of the liberated and
proletarianized Blacks, and their allies
among southern white working people,
were blocked by the growing power of
the U.S. capitalist class, which during
those same postwar years was landing
significant blows against the working
class and young labor movement. The
final defeat of Radical Reconstruction
required a bloody counterrevolution.
The deal between the Democratic and
Republican parties to withdraw Union
troops from the South in 1877 accelerat-
ed areign of terror by the Ku Klux Klan,
the Knights of the White Camelia, and
other racist gangs beholden to the inter-
ests of the exploiters.!

Farrell Dobbs explained this culmi-
nating chapter of the defeat of Radi-
cal Reconstruction in the first volume
of Revolutionary Continuity: Marxist
Leadership in the U.S.

Farrell wrote:

By 1877, Radical Reconstruction
had gone down to bloody defeat and
not only Afro-Americans but the
entire working class had suffered
what remains the worst setback in its
history. The defeat was engineered by
the dominant sectors of industrial and
rising banking capital, a class that was
incapable of carrying through a radical
land reform in the old Confederacy

1. In the 1876 presidential election, the
Democratic Party candidate Samuel
Tilden won more than 51 percent of
the popular vote, but neither Tilden
nor the Republican Rutherford Hayes
tallied the required 185 electoral votes
to become president. A deal worked
out by a commission of Democratic
and Republican members of the U.S.
Congress handed the White House to
Hayes in return for a pledge to with-
draw all Union troops from the South,
a promise Hayes rapidly fulfilled.

—rm . AL
New York Public Library

Following U.S. Civil War, recently emancipated Blacks cross river in rural Georgia, on the
way to vote, rifles in hand to ensure that they can exercise their right to vote.

and rightly feared the rise of a united
working class in which Black and
white artisans and industrial workers
would come together as a powerful
oppositional force, allied with free
working farmers.

The rural poor and working class
were forcibly divided along color lines
in the years following 1877. The value
of labor power was driven down and
class solidarity crippled. Jim Crow,
the system of extensive segregation,
was legalized. Racism spread at an
accelerated pace throughout the entire
United States.

This defeat was suffered not only
because the freed slaves, who aspired
to get land in order to become working
farmers, were betrayed by the bourgeoi-
sie and both capitalist political parties. It
also occurred because the U.S. working
class and its organizations were as yet
still too weak and politically inexperi-
enced to provide a labor leadership for
the kind of class-struggle social move-
ment that could have made possible a
massive expropriation and redistribu-
tion of land to the freed slaves.

The defeat of Radical Reconstruc-
tion was devastating for prospects to
build a fighting alliance of workers and
farmers, Black and white, in this coun-
try. Any united action by the oppressed
and exploited more and more also had to
confront the development of U.S. impe-
rialism during the final decades of the
nineteenth century. The robber barons

of rising finance capital encouraged rac-
ist poison as part of their ideological jus-
tification for imposing U.S. domination
on the black-, brown-, and “yellow”-
skinned peoples of Puerto Rico, Cuba,
the Philippines, and Hawaii.” . . .

Moreover, the defeat of Radical Re-
construction dealt a devastating blow to
Blacks and other U.S. working people.
The U.S. working class became more
deeply divided by the national oppres-
sion of Blacks that was institutionalized
in the South on new foundations in the
bloody aftermath of 1877. U.S. labor’s
first giant step toward the formation of
major industrial unions did not come for
another six decades, and the formation
of a labor party, anticipated by Marx 108
years ago, remains an unfulfilled task of
our class to this day.

Nonetheless, Marx could not have
been more correct about the alliance of
social forces that would have to be at the
center of a successful revolution in the
United States—the working class, toilers
who are Black, and exploited farmers.

2. In 1898, at the dawn of the imperial-
ist epoch, Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the
Philippines, former colonies of Spain,
were seized by Washington as victor’s
booty in what the U.S. rulers called
the Spanish-American War. That
same year, U.S. imperialism militarily
seized, and later annexed, the then-in-
dependent country of Hawaii.
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Legacy of Lumumba is
discussed in Stockholm

BY CATHARINA TIRSEN

STOCKHOLM, Sweden—About 30
people attended a January 20 presenta-
tion and discussion at the Malcolm X-
Café Pan Africa here, sponsored by the
Afro-Swedes Organization.

“We all think of Haiti tonight. Why
is it that Haiti is poor, and France and
other countries are rich?” said Kit-
imbwa Sabuni, who chaired the event.
“We might get some answers tonight,
as we will discuss colonial revolution,
imperialism, and the murder of Patrice
Lumumba.” Sabuni introduced the
speaker, Dag Tirsén, from the Com-
munist League.

Tirsén described the mass movement
that lead to the independence of Congo
from Belgium on June 30, 1960, which
was part of a broader wave of struggles
for national independence throughout
Africa at that time.

Although not officially scheduled
to speak, Lumumba, who was prime
minister, took the podium at the in-
dependence ceremonies. His speech,
broadcast on radio, electrified the pop-
ulation as he spoke the unvarnished
truth about the fight for independence
and the exploitation of Congo by the
imperialist powers.

“The Belgian and other imperialists
wanted to maintain their control over
the country and its riches,” Tirsén said,
“and they found that Lumumba was an
obstacle to that.”

When soldiers in the Congolese
army rose up against their Belgian of-
ficers, Lumumba carried through their
demands. This included the removal
of the Belgian Lt. Gen. Emil Janssens,
replacement of Belgian officers with
Congolese, and pay increases.

After Belgian occupation of the min-
eral rich Katanga, Lumumba made the
fatal error of asking the United Nations
for help to stop the aggression. Seeing
an opportunity to intervene, Washing-
ton voted for sending UN troops in the
Security Council.

Dag Hammarskjold , then secretary-
general of the United Nations, played
an key role in forming the imperialist
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intervention. He was a former Swedish
cabinet minister as well as a member
of one of the Swedish ruling families
with interests in Africa, including in
the LAMCO mine in Liberia.

“It was Hammarskjold that came up
with the plan of how to get rid of Lu-
mumba and place the blame on inter-
nal African disputes,” said Tirsén.

When the chief of staff Joseph
Mobuto seized power in a coup, “UN
troops from Ghana were forbidden by
Hammarskjold to protect Lumumba
outside his residence” Tirsén said. Af-
ter Lumumba was captured, Swedish
UN troops stood by at the Katanga air-
port as he was beaten. Lumumba was
tortured and killed shortly thereafter._

“This story about Congo is not about
history, it is about what is happening
now, as more and more Swedish and
other imperialist troops are sent to Af-
ghanistan. At the same time the rights
of workers here are under attack as the
capitalist crises worsens,” Tirsén said.

The presentation was followed by a
lively debate and question period.
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Congo independence leader Patrice Lumumba, at right, with aides shortly before their as-
sassination in 1961. Former Swedish cabinet minister Dag Hammarskjold, UN secretary-
general at the time, played a key role in the imperialist intervention in Congo.

“You talked about the Congolese
bourgeoisie. But as I see it, you have
the imperialists, and you have their
henchmen,” said Samson Tomas, one
of the participants.

“I heard an expert on Haiti that
said the problems there were because
of corruption and incapable govern-
ments,” said Sabuni. “Can govern-
ments in Third World countries get
more power today, or is it the same as
in Lumumba’s time?”’

“The whole system has to be
changed,” said Tirsén. “When there is
a crack in it, people can organize and
move forward like Lumumba and his
organization tried to do.” Tirsén point-
ed to the example of the Cuban Revolu-
tion, where working people took power
out of the hands of the U.S. backed dic-
tatorship of Fulgencio Batista.

“That is the kind of leadership you
need, including in Sweden,” Tirsén
said.

Haiti: Gov’t, imperialists fail to meet needs

Continued from front page
Program as of January 23 had dis-
tributed food to a mere 320,000. New
York Times correspondent Damien
Cave visited the devastated work-
ing-class city of Carrefour just out-
side Port-au-Prince. There he found
“small soup kitchens have sprung up
with discounted meals, subsidized by
Haitians with a little extra money.”

Cave interviewed three women who
said they began cooking for neighbors
the day after the earthquake struck and
typically serve 100 people before 10:00
am. “Smiling and proud, the women
said they did not have the luxury of
waiting for aid groups in their hilly
neighborhood.”

Four thousand homeless people in
the Primatur Gardens camp in the capi-
tal are surviving under plastic tarps,
umbrellas, or just tree shade. They have
set up a committee to run the camp, re-
ported the Christian Science Monitor.
The committee organizes residents with
health-care training to provide rudi-
mentary treatment, maintains a census
of who is living there, mobilizes people
for regular cleanup, and conducts secu-
rity patrols.

Joel Jean-Baptiste told the Monitor
that the camp is on state property, “but
once there was a disaster and the gov-
ernment vanished, it became the right
of the people to occupy this property
and use it.” Camp resident Magda Jeidy
said, “If we waited for our government
we'd all die.”

Since the earthquake Haitian Presi-
dent Rene Preval has yet to deliver a
national address to the Haitian people.
He remains at a temporary government
office at a police station in the afflu-
ent suburb of Petionville outside the
capital. He has not ventured out to visit
any camps or hospitals. The Financial
Times explained that “Today, every last
function of government—from running
hospitals to restoring water supplies
and handing out food—is in effect in
the hands of foreigners.”

Stories continue to surface of the

callous indifference the international
rescue effort, spearheaded by Wash-
ington, has shown to the working-class
areas most damaged by the earthquake.
When the Haitian government called a
halt to the search for survivors in col-
lapsed buildings on January 23, a stun-
ningly low 132 people had been pulled
out alive by international teams, many
of them foreign diplomatic person-
nel. In contrast, working people using
whatever was at hand have likely saved
thousands in impoverished neighbor-
hoods where the international teams
never went.

Both Haitian prime minister Jean-
Max Bellerive and communications
minister ~ Marie-Laurence  Jocelyn
Lassegue said their estimate of the
number dead was 150,000. But no sys-
tematic count was done and thousands
of corpses were simply hauled away
in dump trucks to be buried in mass
graves, with no attempt to identify the
victims.

No one knows how many of those
who perished would have lived if search
missions, food, water, and doctors had
arrived sooner. In an op-ed piece in the
January 25 Wall Street Journal, three
U.S. surgeons who went to Haiti de-
scribed waiting four days for the U.S.
military to permit them to land in Port-
au-Prince. They then confronted a mass
of patients requiring blood and medi-
cines to fight infection, but said they
“received virtually no support from any
branch of the U.S. government, includ-
ing the State Department.”

Cuban medical mission a contrast

Standing in sharp contrast is the way
the revolutionary government of Cuba
has responded to the social disaster.
According to the Cuban newspaper
Escambray, Cuban medical personnel,
now numbering 700 people, had treated
more than 25,000 injured Haitians as
of January 26. When the earthquake
struck there were already hundreds of
Cuban medical volunteers in Haiti as
part of a long-term aid program that

Cuba’s government has provided for
the last 11 years. They in turn have mo-
bilized Haitian medical students and
volunteers from other countries to help
staff field hospitals and clinics.

The young manager of one Cuban
clinic, Junior Enrique Lopez, told Na-
tional Public Radio that a plane of Cu-
ban doctors arrived the day after the
earthquake and two flights have arrived
with food, medicine, and other supplies
every day since.

In the midst of the crisis, 19 foreign
ministers of major capitalist countries
and representatives of international
aid organizations met January 25 in
Montreal to map out a response to the
situation in Haiti. Despite the obvi-
ous immediate steps needed—from
massive aid with no strings attached,
to opening the doors of imperialist
countries to refugees, to canceling
Haiti’s foreign debt—the meeting
took no action, except for a call by
U.S. secretary of state Hillary Clinton
for another meeting at the United Na-
tions in March.

Haitians to be held at Guantinamo

Washington is meanwhile readying
the infamous prison camp at its naval
base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for as
many as 12,000 Haitians it expects to
capture when they try to enter the Unit-
ed States without visas.

The Department of Homeland Se-
curity says about 200 severely injured
orphans from the Haiti disaster will be
allowed to enter the United States on
a “humanitarian parole.” Children al-
ready cleared for adoption prior to the
earthquake can also enter. But accord-
ing to the Washington Post, the U.S.
embassy in Haiti turned down a Miami
doctor trying to get visas for three badly
burned children.

Prior to the earthquake, some 55,000
Haitians had their requests for U.S.
visas approved, but they remain on a
waiting list that could take years. The
U.S. Congress limits immigration from
Haiti to 25,000 people annually.
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Vietnam War and crumbhng of U S. mllltary morale

Printed below is an excerpt from Out
Now! A Participant’s Account of the
Movement in the U.S. against the Viet-
nam War, one of Pathfinder’s Books of
the Month for February. Washington’s
196075 military intervention in Viet-
nam, which resulted in the deaths of
more than 2 million Indochinese people,
ended in defeat. The U.S. rulers met
formidable opposition from Vietnamese
workers and peasants, who were fight-
ing for national liberation and against
imperialist exploitation. Gaining mo-
mentum from the proletarian-led fight in
the 1960s for Black rights, millions mo-
bilized in the United States and around
the world in opposition to the war, de-
fended the right of Gls to voice their dis-
sent, and raised the demand: Bring the
troops home now! The piece below is
from the chapter titled, “The Crumbling
of U.S. Military Morale.” Copyright ©
1978 by Pathfinder Press. Reprinted by
permission.

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

BY FRED HALSTEAD

History testifies that most of the in-
dividuals who comprise a ruling class
in decay will rationalize brutality and
corruption as the way things have to be
done. The closer they are to an impasse,
the stronger the tendency will become.
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SPECIALS
Out Now!

A Participant's Account of the
Movement in the United States

against the Vietnam War

by Fred Halstead

An irreplaceable account of the fight
for a political course able to organize
working people, Gls, and youth and
help lead growing world opposition
to the Vietnam War.

$35. Special price: $26.25

My Life
by Leon Trotsky
$33. Special price: $24.75

Marianas in Combat
by Teté Puebla
$14. Special price: $10.50

The Jewish Question

A Marxist Interpretation

by Abram Leon

Traces the historical rationalizations
of anti-Semitism, showing that prior
to domination of industrial capital-
ism, Jews emerged as a “people-
class.” Explains why the propertied
rulers incite renewed Jew-hatred in
epoch of capitalism’s decline.

$22. Special price: $16.50
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American Labor

Struggles: 1877-1934
$22. Special price: $16.50

50 ainos de guerra encubierta
by Larry Seigle
$8. Special price: $6

Join Pathfinder Readers
Club for $10 and receive
discounts all year long

ORDER ONLINE AT

WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

OFFER GOOD UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2010

Flax Hermes

Participants in April 15, 1967, march in San Francisco against war in Vietnam. The
Vietnamese revolution, led by the National Liberation Front, won solidarity from fighters
for Black rights battling racist discrimination in United States.

The wealthiest families of America,
who control the two-party system, are
no exception. The standards and prac-
tices of the CIA and the Pentagon, for
example, exemplify the morality of
their masters. There are individual ex-
ceptions, of course, both among the
ruling rich and among the Democratic
and Republican politicians they control.
But these people were not chosen—nor
could they be—by the class as a whole
to make or implement major policy.
“The time chooses the man” is an old
saying. “Whom the gods would destroy,
they first make mad,” goes another.

The American ruling class has not
reached the point where it deliberately
selects madmen to rule, though it came
surprisingly close to that in the early
1970s, as Nixon and some of his aides
personified.

Deputy to Henry Kissinger, General
Alexander M. Haig could nonchalantly
speak in those days of “brutalizing” the
Vietnamese in order to gain a point or
two in the negotiations for a truce.

The tendency for some sections of
the antiwar movement to focus their ap-
peal on the Establishment and to trim
their demands to the confines of two-
party politics was not without its logic.
The U.S. government was the one force
which could have stopped the war any
time it wanted to. But neither the threat
nor the unsuccessful attempt to tie up
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Washington, nor the sacrifices of those
who committed civil disobedience, nor,
for that matter, the huge mass demon-
strations, succeeded in improving the
morality of the American power struc-
ture. For all their tactical disputes, its
leaders never did change their minds
about their right to “brutalize” Vietnam
to keep a piece of it under U.S. domina-
tion as proof of their ability to police the
world. This was in keeping with their
morality.

America’s rulers were never persuad-
ed morally. They were forced—first of
all by the resistance of the Indochinese
peoples but also by the American an-
tiwar movement and the international
opposition to the U.S. role—to maneu-
ver within ever more restricted bounds.
They backed off reluctantly, bit by bit,
“brutalizing” as much as they could get
away with, all the way to the end. The
function of the American antiwar move-
ment was not to blusteringly threaten
them or cajole them, but to add as much
weight as possible to the relationship of
forces working against them. . . .

The Laos invasion of 1971, which had
begun in February, was over by April.
The operation was aimed at cutting the
supply and replacement routes to the
NLF [National Liberation Front] areas
from North Vietnam and was supposed
to prove the success of the “Vietnam-
ization” policy. That is, the ability of
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the refurbished Army of the Republic
of (South) Vietnam (ARVN) to hold its
own against the NLF, Pathet Lao, and
North Vietnamese army (NVA) units.

The ARVN, however, was badly
mauled and retreated in wild disorder.
The American command was surprised
at the heavy losses of its own helicopters
flown by American crews. Here and
there American ground units refused or-
ders to advance and in general dragged
their feet. The Pentagon was unable
to rescue the operation by using mas-
sive numbers of additional American
ground troops. The American antiwar
movement made that course too socially
explosive at home, especially since the
move would have to come just as the
spring antiwar offensive was building.
The specter of May 1970 haunted the
American Establishment.

Instead, the administration issued
rose-tinted reports of the Laos opera-
tion and continued to try to defuse the
antiwar sentiment by cutting draft calls,
sending word to field commanders to re-
duce GI casualties, and stepping up the
withdrawals of American troops. This
worked to some extent, but at a military
cost. In the spring of 1971 there were
over 330,000 U.S. military personnel
in Vietnam, two-thirds the March 1969
peak. By the end of the year the level was
down to one-third the peak with very
few involved in ground combat. As the
U.S. ground-combat role melted away,
the Pentagon fixed its hopes on air raids
to keep the Saigon regime in business.
The antiwar movement had forced this
shift along with spreading opposition
to the war among Gls in Vietnam itself.
Even before the large-scale withdrawals
of 1971, the American ground-combat
effectiveness in Vietnam was already
disintegrating from within.

Until 1968, most American GIs in
Vietnam still rationalized that the war
had some good purpose. But when they
returned to the U.S. after the regular
one-year tour of duty, they inclined to
turn against the war, in part because
they could now think about it without
the psychological trauma of admitting
they were facing death for no good
reason, and in part because by 1968
the antiwar sentiment had penetrated
deeply among the American youth
population.

CANADA

QUEBEC: Montreal: 7107 St. Denis
#204 H2S 2S5. Tel: (514) 272-5840. E-mail:
clle_can@bellnet.ca

FRANCE
Paris: P.O. 175, 23 rue Lecourbe.

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (01) 40-10-28-37.
E-mail: milpath.paris@laposte.net

NEW ZEALAND

Auckland: 7 Mason Ave., Otahuhu.
Postal address: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: (9) 276-
8885. E-mail: clauck@xtra.co.nz

SWEDEN

Stockholm: Bildhuggarvigen 17, 12144
Johanneshov. Tel: (08) 31 69 33. E-mail:
kfstockholm@tele2.se

UNITED KINGDOM

ENGLAND: London: First Floor, 120
Bethnal Green (Entrance in Brick Lane).
Postal code: E2 6DG. Tel: 020-7613-2466.
E-mail: cllondon@onetel.com

SCOTLAND: Edinburgh: Second
Floor, 105 Hanover St. Postal code:
EH2 1DJ. Tel: 0131-226-2756. E-mail:

cledinburgh@talktalk.net



—— EDITORIAL

Working-class answers to crisis

President Barack Obama delivers his State of the
Union address January 27, marking the first year of
his presidency. For the working class and farmers
2009 has been a year of escalating war, rising unem-
ployment, more deportations, a decline in quality and
access to health care, attacks on Constitutional rights
and protections, housing and farm foreclosures, and a
deteriorating standard of living. Blacks and other op-
pressed nationalities have fared worse than others.

The capitalist government in Washington, and on
the local level, has no answers to the deepening eco-
nomic and social crisis that is devastating the lives of
millions of workers worldwide. The newly elected Re-
publican senator from Massachusetts, Scott Brown,
has taken the spotlight for a moment after winning the
office previously held by Democratic Party politician
Edward Kennedy. But what are Brown’s proposals to
reverse the effects of the economic crisis on working
people? Like other politicians in the two capitalist par-
ties, he has none that will benefit workers.

The only answers to the devastation that working
people face are those that directly cut into the capital-

ists’ profits and ultimately challenge the dictatorship
of capital. The crisis of unemployment, for example,
can only begin to be addressed by a massive public
works program to repair infrastructure, build schools,
hospitals, affordable housing, and other socially need-
ed projects—putting millions to work.

The ruling families of the United States and other
capitalist nations use the power of their state to defend
their system and their profits no matter what the con-
sequences for us. That is why working people need a
proletarian dictatorship to replace the rule of capital.

The introduction to Malcolm X, Black Liberation,
and the Road to Workers Power aptly explains, “Only
the conquest, and exercise, of state power by the work-
ing class and expropriation of finance capital can lay
the foundations for a world based not on exploitation,
violence, racial discrimination, class-based pecking
orders, and dog-eat-dog competition, but on solidarity
among working people that encourages the creativity
and recognition of the worth of every individual, re-
gardless of sex, national origin, or skin color.

“A socialist world.”

N.Y. meeting answers slander on Cuba

Continued from front page

can-American Support for the Civil Rights Struggle
in Cuba,” a statement signed by some 60 prominent
African Americans who claim the Cuban govern-
ment has fostered a “racial system” and perpetu-
ated discrimination. Since the release of their state-
ment in November 2009, supporters of the Cuban
Revolution have begun to answer the false charges.
In introducing the panel Anderson said, “I hope
tonight’s program is one of many that will take up
this question.”

Mealy described how Cuba’s constitution outlaws
racist practices and how those laws came about as a
product of the revolutionary struggle. “There remain
issues of racism in Cuba,” Mealy said, but if it is not
understood that these are being addressed within the
revolution “you can find yourself aligned with the
wrong side,” referring to those who echo Washing-
ton’s campaign against Cuba.

Similarly, Walker, who as the director of Pastors for
Peace, often organizes solidarity trips to Cuba, said,
“With the revolution the question of racism begins to
be seriously addressed.” Walker pointed to the pride
most notable among older blacks in Cuba in the tre-
mendous advances, “even though the fight against
racism is seen very much as a work in progress.” He

pointed out Cuba is a country where some “70 per-
cent of the people are of African heritage.”

Anderson gave the audience a description of Carlos
Moore, an Afro-Cuban writer and initiator of the state-
ment slandering Cuba who turned against the revolu-
tion in the early years, leaving the island in 1963.

There was a lively exchange following the presen-
tation with many relating personal experiences of
how the question of racial prejudice is dealt with in
Cuba. Some in the audience explained that the cam-
paign against Cuba’s supposed racism is also direct-
ed against those who think a revolution is needed in
the United States. Questions were raised about why
this campaign against Cuba is gaining momentum
now among prominent African Americans, some of
whom had previously defended Cuba in face of U.S.
aggressions.

At the end of the meeting Mealy encouraged those
in attendance to continue the dialogue at other meet-
ings, and to join the fight to defend the Cuban Revo-
lution. She pointed in particular to actions in defense
of the Cuban Five—Cuban revolutionaries who were
framed-up by the FBI and have been serving draco-
nian sentences in U.S. jails since 1998—as well as
the fight against Washington’s decades-long embargo
against Cuba.

— LETTERS

Clarification on Jim Crow

I enthusiastically applaud the
editorial “Defend the Cuban Rev-
olution!” against the false charge
of racism and the accompanying
article in the February 1 issue of
the Militant. 1 especially like the
point about what an armed work-
ing class can do to fight against
racism. However, both say that a
“Jim Crow-style” system of racist
segregation was in place on the
island before 1959. Such a charac-
terization is likely to convey im-
ages of what existed in the United
States.

While racial discrimination was

a N

Correction

The February 1 issue gave a
nonworking URL for a petition
answering a campaign charging
that Cuba’s revolutionary govern-
ment is racist. The address must be
entered exactly: www.petitionon-
line.com/RaceCuba/petition.html

\_ /

a reality in Cuba before 1959 it dif-
fered in significant ways from what
was in place in the U.S. Most impor-
tant, the Cuban working class was
never separated on the basis of skin
color to the degree it was in the U.S.
Nowhere was this more evident than
in the trade unions.

Exactly because of this difference
the working class in Cuba could
make a socialist revolution. For its
counterpart in the U.S. its task in
1959 could only be the overthrow of
Jim Crow—the prerequisite for do-
ing what took place in Cuba.
August Nimtz
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Editor’s note—The Militant ap-
preciates the reader’s point on ac-
curacy about the situation facing
blacks in Cuba before the 1959 revo-
lution.

More rapid utility cutoffs

Like many other California work-
ers, I recently received a letter from
Pacific Gas and Electric explaining

how excited they were that new
“SmartMeters” would soon be in-
stalled in the neighborhood. These
meters, PG&E promises, “will em-
power you to take greater control of
your energy consumption, use less
energy, and save money.”

But a recent article in the San
Francisco Chronicle points out that
PG&E is predicting that the new
technology will mean that 85 per-
cent of late-paying customers could
be disconnected in 2011—a num-
ber approaching 380,000. Instead
of sending a crew out to manually
disconnect your service, a manager
would now simply flip a switch.
Bill Kalman
Richmond, California

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on
subjects of interest to working
people. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.

Afghanistan war

Continued from front page

to Maj. Gen. Michael Flynn, head of NATO intel-
ligence in Afghanistan, the Taliban have appointed
their own “shadow governors” in 33 out of 34 Afghan
provinces who act to support the insurgency and dis-
rupt government functioning at a local level.

The incentives package is initially directed at rank-
and-file Taliban combatants and lower-level command-
ers, U.S. defense secretary Robert Gates explained at a
January 22 press conference in Pakistan. This, Gates
said, is intended to help shift the relationship of forces
in Washington’s favor and eventually force the Taliban
leadership to accept its terms for an end to the war.

At the same time, fighting has intensified over the
last year, with mounting casualties on both sides and
2,412 civilian deaths, a record in the war. The United
Nations attributed nearly 70 percent of the civilian
deaths to the Taliban and said those caused by U.S.-
led forces declined from 2008.

Gen. David Petraeus, head of the U.S. Central Com-
mand, predicted another bloody year for 2010 in an
interview with the Times of London January 25. Gen.
Stanley McChrystal, head of U.S. and NATO forces
in Afghanistan, told the Financial Times January 25
that any moves to reduce the currently expanding U.S.
force, which may begin sometime after July 2011,
would be “largely over-matched by increases in Af-
ghan security capability.”

The Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board, an
international forum where Washington, its imperialist
allies, and the Afghan government hash out plans for
Afghanistan, announced January 21 its decision to in-
crease the combined Afghan police and military forc-
es—both afflicted with Taliban infiltration and high
rates of desertion—from 190,000 to 305,000 over the
next two years.

Off the battlefield, both sides are engaged in a con-
test to win the “hearts and minds” of the Afghan pop-
ulation. McChrystal recently said he intends to issue a
directive to cut back on frequent night raids of Afghan
villages, which have sparked protests over civilian ca-
sualties and other transgressions. About 500 protesters
chanted slogans against the U.S. and Afghan govern-
ments January 21 following a night raid they say killed
four civilians, including a 13-year-old boy.

Mullah Mohammad Omar, central leader of the
Afghan Taliban and former head of the Afghan gov-
ernment, issued a new code of conduct last spring,
according to the New York Times. His directive bans
suicide bombings aimed at civilians, burning down
schools, and disfigurement. It outlines rules for treat-
ment of prisoners and executions and urges Taliban to
live in harmony with local populations. According to
Afghans quoted in the 7imes, in some areas the Tal-
iban have changed their behavior in line with the new
code.

Meanwhile, Washington has carried out an unprec-
edented barrage of aerial drone strikes in Pakistan—
11 in a period of 20 days—following a suicide attack
against a CIA base in Khost, Afghanistan, December
30 that killed seven U.S. agents.

Washington’s quandary in Pakistan

Washington’s war effort is complicated by the fact
that the Pakistani government has shown no inclina-
tion to oppose the main Taliban factions fighting U.S.-
led forces in Afghanistan, in particular the Afghan
Taliban headed by Mullah Omar and allied forces led
by Sirajuddin Haqqgani, both of which operate from
bases in Pakistan. Close alliances with these forces
have in the past served as Islamabad’s main source
of leverage in its contest with the Indian government
over influence in Afghanistan.

In his January 21-22 visit to Pakistan, Gates praised
the Pakistani offensive operations against the Taliban
Movement of Pakistan. He announced Washington
would provide Islamabad with unarmed Shadow
drones and said past U.S. policy in the region is re-
sponsible for a “trust deficit” between the two coun-
tries. At the same time he stressed Washington’s desire
that Islamabad expand its war against other Taliban
and armed Islamist groups. “There is no such thing as
some of those extremist groups being good and some
of those extremist groups being bad,” he said.

Shortly after his arrival however, the main spokes-
man for the Pakistan Army, Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas,
announced there would be no further military opera-
tions against Taliban groups for at least the next year.
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