Utah miners
fight for union

BY MARCO ANTONIO RIVERA
PRICE, Utah—"“We are not going back
to work till we all go back to work,” shouted
70 miners in Spanish at their employers at
the Co-Op mine near this city September
22. The miners had halted production and
calmly organized themselves into man
trips to come above ground. They had
taken off their mining bibs and gathered
at the bosses’ office.
The press here reports that the Co-Op
Continued on Page 2

SocialistWorkers
campaigners join
San Francisco
Immigrant rights
sendoff rally

BY MARK GILSDORF
SAN FRANCISCO— Carrying signs
with demands such as “Stop immigra-
tion raids and deportations” and “Jobs for
all” in English and Spanish, half a dozen
Young Socialists for Britton marched here
September 20 with other demonstrators to
City Hall, where a rally of 2,000 was held
as a sendoff to the Immigrant Workers
Continued on Page 7

Washington aids
Tel Aviv’s plans
to remove Arafat
from Palestine

BY SAM MANUEL

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Aiding and
abetting the Israeli regime’s plans to expel
Palestinian Authority (PA) president Yasir
Avrafat, Washington vetoed a resolution be-
fore the United Nations Security Council
September 16 that condemned the Israeli
cabinet’s decision to “remove” the Palestin-
ian leader.

Two days later, U.S. president George
Bush, at a joint press conference with
Jordanian king Abdullah Il at Camp David,
said that “Prime Minister Abbas was under-
mined at all turns by the old order—that
meant Mr. Arafat.” Bush was referring to the
September 6 resignation of the PA’s former
prime minister Mahmoud Abbas, who had

Continued on Page 11

Federal court
In Florida gives
Cuban hijacker
20 years in jail

BY ASKIA TOURE
MIAMI—ALt a September 19 sentenc-
ing hearing in the U.S. District Court here,
Judge Shelby Highsmith sentenced Adermis
Wilson Gonzalez, who hijacked a Cubana
Airlines plane this spring, to 20 years in
prison. The sentence is the minimum for
such a crime. Wilson said he will appeal.
Wilson, 34, took control of the AN-24
plane, with 51 people aboard, during a flight
from the Isle of Youth to Havana March
31. He threatened to blow up the plane with
hand grenades, and demanded that the pilot
take him, along with his wife and son, who
were also on board, to the United States. The
Continued on Page 10
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Thousands send off buses for Freedom Ride in California, other states

BY BETSEY STONE ‘
AND OLGA RODRIGUEZ ]
LOS ANGELES—More than
1,000 people, the majority of them
members of trade unions, rallied at
City Hall here September 20 to de-
mand rights for immigrant workers.
They were sending off a contingent
of 140 people from Southern Cali-
fornia taking part in the Immigrant
Workers Freedom Ride. Departing
from 10 cities across the country, 18
busloads of “freedom riders” will
be converging in Washington, D.C.,
on October 1 and 2. They will then
travel to New York for a large rally
on October 4 in Flushing Meadow

Park, Queens.

In addition to the rally in Los
Angeles, sendoff events were held
the same weekend in San Francisco,
Seattle, and Portland, Oregon.

In San Francisco, some 2,000
unionists held a march and rally.
Many of the demonstrators chanted
in Spanish, “Aqui estamos y no nos
vamos” (We’re here and we’re not
leaving). Lively contingents of the
hotel workers, longshore, and other
unions were prominent in the action.

The rally was addressed by United
Farm Workers (UFW) cofounder Dolores
Huerta and other union officials. Among
the speakers were several politicians, in-
cluding Gov. Gray Davis, who was there
to campaign against the recall vote against

Continued on Page 5

Bomb damages

\Venezuelan president Hugo

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS

A bomb blast inside the Miraflores ‘=

compound, the presidential palace in
Caracas, woke up residents through-
out the downtown area of Venezuela’s
capital in the early morning hours of
September 19. The explosion occurred
in the parking lot of the barracks for the
presidential Honor Guard, located in the
front of the compound. Windows of the
regiment’s building were shattered and
the roof of a workshop collapsed. No
injuries were reported.

Officials of the government of
President Hugo Chavez blamed the
pro-imperialist opposition for creating
a climate that encourages such actions.
National Assembly delegate Tarek Wil-
liam Saab, of the governing Fifth Repub-
lic Movement (MVR), said the bombing
could be attributed to “the desperation of
individuals who want to cause destabiliza-
tion,” according to the online publication
Venezuelanalysis.com.

The attack on Miraflores was the first
since April 11, 2002, when a third of the
military’s top-ranking generals staged a
coup, taking over the presidential palace
and attempting to oust Chavez. The coup,
which had Washington’s tacit support, was
short-lived, however. Chavez was back in
Miraflores within two days. The Venezu-
elan bourgeoisie made a second attempt
to topple Chéavez’s nationalist government
with a two-month bosses’ “strike” last De-
cember and January.

Both times, mass mobilizations by
workers and peasants turned back the
employers’ moves.

The bombing of Miraflores took place
one week after the pro-imperialist op-
position suffered a third major blow.
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September 20 rally of 1,000 at Los Angeles City Hall to send off buses for Freedom Ride.
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Appeal to readers for funds to replace stolen camera

On September 10, the Militant’s camera bag—containing our new Canon EOS 10 D
digital camera and three lenses—was stolen at an event in New York covered by a Militant
reporter. The total loss amounts to $4,000. We appeal to our readers for contributions to
help us replace this equipment. Please send your special contribution (earmarked for the
camera) to the Militant at 152 W. 36th St. Room 401, New York, NY 10018.
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Miraflores Press

Soldiers examine damage from September 19
explosion at the presidential palace in Caracas.

On September 12, the country’s National
Elections Commission rejected a petition
for a referendum to recall the president.
The effort was organized by the opposi-
tion coalition Coordinadora Democrética
(Democratic Coordination), whose heart
and soul is Fedecamaras, Venezuela’s main
big-business association.

“The opposition miscalculated,” said
Antonio Aguillén, a unionist in Caracas, in
a September 22 telephone interview. “They
were pushed by Washington again and again
to try to overthrow Chavez. They have failed,
and they are desperate. We can expect more
bombings and assassination attempts.”

In recent trips to Colombia, U.S. secre-
tary of defense Donald Rumsfeld and other
U.S. government and military officials have
praised Bogota for its fight against “narco-
terrorists” in Colombia and have stated that
the Venezuelan government is not doing its
part to fight “terrorism.” These veiled threats
have been made at a time when Washington
is taking steps to strengthen its military pres-
ence in Latin America. Caracas charged that

oresidential palace in Caracas

Chavez cancels U.S. visit citing security concerns

15 U.S.-made Black Hawk helicopters
flown by the Colombian military vio-
lated Venezuela’s airspace September 9.
Such incidents indicate that Washington
may be trying to embroil Venezuela in a

regional conflict.

The day before the attack on Mira-
flores, Chavez announced the cancella-
tion of his impending trip to the United
States. He had been scheduled to visit
the country September 25-29 to address
the United Nations General Assembly
in New York, among other activities.
At a September 17 lunch meeting with
foreign journalists in Caracas, Chavez
cited security concerns for canceling the

Continued on Page
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Utah miners fight for union

Continued from front page

mine is operated by C.W. Mining Co. and is
owned by the Kingston family. This family
has drawn considerable notoriety in recent
years after being accused of sexual abuse of
young women through polygamous activ-
ity. The mine is located near Huntington,
Utah, some 35 miles south of Price in the
heart of the state’s coal-mining area.

The bosses responded to the workers by
saying, “There is already a union here, and
what you are doing is illegal,” referring to
the company-organized “union.”

The workers at Co-Op recently decided
they needed a real union and enlisted the
support of the United Mine Workers of
America (UMWA).

Miner’s firing sparks walkout

Safety issues and the attempt to victim-
ize workers are at the heart of this struggle
that erupted into a walkout by the mostly
Mexican-born workforce after William Es-
trada, a worker born in El Salvador, was
“suspended with intention to dismiss” by
the company.

“This has been a long time coming,” said
José Garcia, a miner at Co-Op. “We have
been discussing, preparing and uniting for
some time. We have elected representatives
inall production crews to defend ourselves.
We had decided we would not let the bosses
get us one by one and that we would deal
with their harassment and the safety prob-
lems together. We now approached the
UMWA to help us with whatever steps are
needed to get a union bargaining election
here and eventually get a contract.”

Earlier that morning the company
had suspended Estrada, an equipment
maintenance worker, for refusing to sign
a disciplinary warning the week before.
This was the third attempt to victimize a
UMWA supporter in recent weeks.

The company had tried to suspend
another worker four days earlier. Some
15 workers found out about this, stopped
production, and went together to talk to
the bosses.

According to the miners involved, the
company was attempting to suspend that
worker for doing some “fire-bossing”—that
is, carrying out the mine safety inspections
that are scheduled before every shift. These
are duties his immediate foreman is respon-
sible for. But this foreman was ignoring
his responsibility and had instructed the
worker to carry out the inspection. The
mine supervisor then threatened to disci-
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pline the worker.

The miners demanded not only to re-
verse the suspension of the worker, but also
to send home the boss who forced him to
break the rules. “Twenty times the big boss
told us he was not going to go back on his
decision to suspend our co-worker,” said
a miner. The miners told the bosses they
would not go back to work and they would
pull out the rest of the workforce if the
company did not do as they said.

The production boss who serves as
representative of the company “union”
convened a meeting of the bosses pres-
ent. Management then announced that the
worker would not be suspended and that the
boss who forced the worker to do fire-boss-
ing duties would be sent home instead.

The company had been successful in sus-
pending another supporter of the UMWA
organizing drive the previous week. Work-
ers negotiated his job back and vowed that
no one would be victimized.

Bosses call in sheriff

On the morning of September 22, the
workers tried to negotiate with the com-
pany to get Estrada s job back. The bosses
refused. When the workers made it clear
no one was returning to work until Estrada
got his job back, the company called the
sheriff’s department. The sheriff proceeded
to tell the workers to leave.

“Take them all out of here,” one of the
bosses ordered the policeman, according
to participants.

“We don’t have enough room for all
these people,” responded the sheriff. “Do
you want me to call the INS?” he asked,
referring to the immigration police.

The workers evacuated company prop-
erty and met at a local park in Price.

Day shift workers were joined by co-
workers from the other shifts who were
called on the way to the park. After much
discussion, workers reiterated their deci-
sion that they either would go back together
or that nobody would go back. They or-
ganized a representative delegation to ac-
company Estrada next morning to negotiate
his return. A meeting of all workers was set
to follow in order to hear a report on the
company’s response.

The company allowed only one worker
to accompany Estrada. After much dis-
cussion on the merits of their disciplinary
note, the company told Estrada and the
other worker that they would give them an
answer the next day.

Free the Cuban Five!

The frame-up on charges of
conspiracy to commit espio-
nage of five Cuban militants
working to protect their fel-
low countrymen from armed
groups operating from U.S.
soil is another dramatic proof
of the hypocrisy of U.S. con-
cerns for “justice” and “hu-
manity.” The ‘Militant” cham-

First Latin America—wide conference on campaign to
free the Cuban Five, Lima, Peru, August 29-31.

pions the fight to free the five. Read why. Don’t miss a single issue!
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with the National Labor Relations Board
with the union seal on our behalf,” said
Fermin Pérez. The workers also decided
that it was time to organize press confer-
ences to tell the world they were fighting
for union representation.

The workers elected a representative
who would negotiate their return back to
work. Knowing that the company is in need
of getting production out, and that it will
try to break their ranks one by one, they
decided that dealings with the company
need to be carried out through this elected
representative of theirs. The workers ac-
knowledged that the company succeeded
in getting some workers to come into work
on the day shift. A list was made along with
assignments for contacting those workers
to discuss the situation with them.

Spouses’ auxiliary initiated

The miners also decided that it was time
to involve their spouses into the struggle.
A special women-only meeting for all the
spouses was called for that afternoon. The
meeting would be led by the three female
workers in the mine.

They proceeded to document all the
unsafe conditions that had led the work-
ers to walk off the job, along with all the
incidents of harassment. Discussion was
initiated on possible participation in the
upcoming Immigrant Workers Freedom
Ride sendoff rally in Salt Lake City.

Miners reported that after the meeting
had broken up and some leaders were talk-
ing, a group of three workers approached
them. They said they were part of the
dozen or so Mexican-born workers who
are employed by the Kingston family at
the Railco coal loading facility down the
road. They said they had heard from close
friends in town about the struggle at Co-Op
and wanted to join the fight for a union.
After some discussion, these workers were
warmly invited to participate in a meeting
of all the workers, families, and friends the
next day in the local park.

The owners of the Co-Op mine are noto-
rious not only for the exploitation of their
employees but for accusations of abuse of
young women in their family.

According to an August 28 Associated
Press article, Mary Ann Kingston, now 22,
and her attorneys filed a suit in a state court

August 1, naming 242 family members and
97 businesses operated by the Kingstons.
“The suit seeks more than $110 million
from what Mary Ann Kingston and her
lawyers called a ‘secretive religious society
and economic organization’ that teaches
and promotes sexual abuse of young girls
through illegal and underage marriages,
incest, and polygamy,” the article said.
“The Kingston clan, also known as the
Latter-Day Church of Christ, is believed
to have more than 1,000 members and a
$150 million business empire in six West-
ern states, based mainly in the Salt Lake
valley area. Marriages of half-sisters, first
cousins, nieces, and aunts are part of their
religious beliefs.”

According to the article, Mary Ann
Kingston was born into the family and was
told by her father, John Daniel Kingston,
that she would become the 15th wife of his
brother, David Kingston, when she turned
16. She was indeed forced to marry David
Kingston and was later beaten by her father
for attempting to flee.

A related story in the August 14-27 Salt
Lake Observer said, “One of Kingston’s
most profitable enterprises is a bituminous
coal and lignite mine in Huntington (Car-
bon County), which at one time brought in
revenues of $1 million a month, according
to the Observer’s sources.”

Workers at this mine are now determined
to give these bosses the best fight possible
to win their jobs back and organize with
the UMWA.

“Because they have been able to smash
attempts that have been made in the past to
take them on,” said Garcia, “the company
thinks it will be able to scare us and make
us beg for our jobs. But we have never
come this far and we are going to finish
what we started here.”
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Bomb damages gov’t building in Venezuela

Continued from front page

trip, and said his government would not
provide details at this point. He stated that
he regretted most not being able to speak at
a public meeting in Manhattan. A coalition
to welcome Chéavez, made up of Venezuela
solidarity groups and other organizations in
New York, had organized a September 26
event featuring the Venezuelan president at
New York’s Riverside Church.

According to the online publication
Vheadline.com, police investigators in
Caracas said it was a stroke of luck that
the September 19 blast caused only limited
damage. The bomb thrown into the com-
pound missed the military fuel tanks by 44
yards and came very close to hitting the
main munitions storage area.

On September 19, Caracas suspended oil
shipments to the Dominican Republic be-
cause traders handling them were allegedly
involved in a plan to assassinate Chavez,
said Venezuela’s energy and mines minister,
Rafael Ramirez, according to Reuters. The
Venezuelan government has accused Carlos
Andrés Pérez, the country’s former presi-
dent under the reign of the social democratic
Democratic Action party, of being involved
in this plot. Pérez, who has a mansion in the
Dominican Republic, along with homes in
Miami and elsewhere in the United States,
has denied the charge.

Chévez’s regime has drawn the ire of the
big majority of the country’s capitalist class
for taking measures that have cut into the
prerogatives of finance capital and raised
the expectations of working people. These
include an agrarian reform law, a bill that
benefits working fishermen to the detriment
of large commercial fishing companies,
legislation strengthening state control of
the country’s national patrimony in oil and
natural gas, and allocation of state funds for
cheap housing and other social programs.

Washington and the local bourgeoisie
are also hostile to Chavez because of his
government’s closer economic and political
ties with revolutionary Cuba. These include
Havana’s assistance in Venezuela’s current
massive literacy campaign and a project to
send hundreds of Cuban volunteer doctors
to offer medical services in the poorest
neighborhoods of Caracas and other cities
and rural areas, where residents have had
virtually no access to health care.

Mission Robinson

At ceremonies throughout Venezuela
in September, Chavez and other govern-
ment officials handed literacy certificates
to 200,000 people who graduated from
literacy classes. According to the Cuban
daily Granma, some 300,000 Venezuelans
had completed the program as of Septem-
ber 21.

In one such event at Miraflores, Jesus
Serpa, a peasant from the mountainous
areas in the state of Miranda, said that no
other government had paid attention to the
needs of working people in the countryside,
such as teaching everyone how to read and
write.

“We have with us here the teacher Le-
onola Relys,” Chavez said in response,
according to Granma, “representing the
Cuban people, Fidel [Castro], and this
army of collaborators who are helping us
to achieve what seemed unthinkable.”

The literacy campaign launched at the
beginning of this year is called Mission
Robinson. It was named after Simén Rodri-
guez, a nationalist poet and schoolteacher in
Caracas who used the pseudonym Robinson
Crusoe. Rodriguez served as a teacher to
Simon Bolivar—Venezuela’s national hero
and a leader of the struggles against Spanish
colonialism in Latin America.

Mission Robinson’s goal is to eliminate
illiteracy in the country. As of the end of last
year, some 2 million people did not know
how to read and write—12 percent of the
country’ adult population. To accomplish
this goal, about 100,000 volunteers are
being organized across Venezuela. So far,
at least 60,000 have signed up, overwhelm-
ingly college and high school students.

Joel Panton, 26, who recently graduated
from medical school at the University of
Carabobo in Valencia, Venezuela’s third-
largest city, is one of these volunteers. Cuba
has helped the literacy campaign “in a way
that increases our self-confidence,” he said
in a September 14 telephone interview with
the Militant. “Cuba didn’t send thousands
to ‘indoctrinate us about communism,” as
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Fishermen at Cumana, Venezuela, during visit by Militant reporters July 20, 2002. Delia

Bermudez (center) said she’d heard of how Cuba wiped out illiteracy—*

that’s what we

need here.” To her left are her sons Yorbanis and Rommel and their father, Francisco.

the escualidos charge,” he stated. He was
using a derisive term—literally the “squalid
ones”—employed widely in Venezuela to re-
fer to the pro-imperialist opposition. “Cuba
sent 25 instructors to share their experience
in wiping out illiteracy in the first years of
the revolution, along with contributing all
the TV sets, VCRs, videocassettes, and
printed material we now use to teach people
how to read and write.”

In September 1960, a year and a half after
the triumph of the revolution that overthrew
the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship and
established a workers and farmers govern-
ment, Fidel Castro—Cuba’s prime minister
at that time—addressed the United Nations
General Assembly, announcing to the world:
“In the coming year, our country intends to
wage its great battle against illiteracy with
the ambitious goal of teaching every single
illiterate person in the country”—one mil-
lion Cubans, roughly one-third of the adult
population then—*“to read and write.” That’s
what they did, as some 100,000 young peo-
ple, most of them teenagers, went to the
countryside and lived and worked alongside
peasant families, eliminating illiteracy by
the following year and learning much in the
process themselves.

Knowledge about this accomplishment of
the Cuban Revolution has been spreading
through Venezuela’s fishing villages, farm
cooperatives, and working-class neighbor-
hoods for the last two years. During a visit
to Cumand, a fishing center on Venezuela’s
northern coast in July of last year, this re-
porter got such evidence firsthand. Delia
Bermudez, the mother of two fishermen in-
terviewed by the Militant, said she had heard
from Cuban physical education teachers and
doctors who had done volunteer stints in the
area that illiteracy had been eliminated in
Cuba within one year. “I don’t know how
they did it,” Bermudez said, “but that’s what
we need here.” Rommel and Yorbanis Ber-
mudez, her sons, explained that illiteracy is
detrimental to their daily lives. They would
no longer let their father go to the market to
sell the day’s catch, they said, because the
middlemen robbed him doubly “since he
doesn’t know how to read and write.”

These conditions are now being con-
fronted across the country.

Pantén said that he and other volun-
teers use community centers, schools, and
people’s homes to teach literacy classes in
the evenings. The campaign has received
such enthusiastic support among working
people across Venezuela that even some
businesses are trying to get at least a little
of the credit for the massive effort, accord-
ing to Pantdn. “McDonald’s has offered its
fast-food stores as places that can be used
for literacy classes,” he stated.

‘In the Heart of the Barrio’

Plan Barrio Adentro (In the Heart of the
Neighborhood) is similarly popular among
working people but has come under intense
fire from Venezuela’s medical association
and big business.

“We'd never thought wed get a doctor
around these parts,” Yanis Narvéaez, 26,
told Associated Press reporters August 7.
Narvéez lives in the Resplandor neighbor-
hood of Caracas, where many homes are

made of cardboard and tin. Vivian Iglesias,
a Cuban volunteer doctor offering basic
medical services in that area, was taking the
temperature of Narvéaez’s feverish toddler
that day. “I don’t think she is doing anything
bad, like a lot of people say, just because she
is Cuban,” Narvéez said about Iglesias.

She was referring to slanders in the big-
business media about the program that has
brought 1,000 Cuban doctors and nurses
so far to serve as volunteers in the poor-
est working-class neighborhoods, mostly
around Caracas up till now. The opposition
is charging that this program “is proof that
Chéavez wants to impose a communist sys-
tem like that of his friend and mentor, Cuban
president Fidel Castro,” according to AP.

“l never imagined things would be like
this,” Iglesias said of the living conditions
in Resplandor. “But I like the Venezuelans.
I like how they talk, their sayings, and if |
can help, that’s great.”

Iglesias and the other Cuban medical
personnel volunteering in Venezuela get
a stipend of $250 per month, a fraction of
what most Venezuelan doctors make.

Responding to the accusation that these
volunteers are there to spread communism
among the poorest layers of the country’s
toilers, another Cuban doctor, Roberto
Hernandez, who serves in the San Pablito
barrio of Caracas, told the Washington Post
on August 24, “I am here only as a doctor.
When | talk politics, it’s only when | have
been asked about my country. And | tell
them that | hope Fidel lasts another 100
years.”

The 45,000-member Venezuelan Medical
Federation has also claimed that doctors like
Iglesias and Hernandez are taking jobs away
from 8,000 unemployed local physicians.

“That’s a big lie,” said Pantdn, who has
just started practicing medicine in Valencia
and volunteers at a community clinic like
the Cuban doctors. “Most of the Venezuelan
doctors don’t want to ever set foot in neigh-
borhoods like Resplandor or Catia. They call
them *slums.’ They despise the people living
there. Many of them live to make money,

not to save lives. The government appealed
to Venezuelan doctors to join the program
along with the Cubans. Less than 100 have
volunteered.”

Responding to virulent attacks on Plan
Barrio Adentro by Venezuelan Medical
Federation president Douglas Leén Na-
tera, Freddy Bernal, the pro-Chavez mayor
of the Libertador municipality of Caracas,
announced in a TV program September
16 that his office was organizing a march
to show the popularity of the project and
denounce the federation’s demands to dis-
mantle it. “I invite Mr. Natera,” Bernal said,
according to a news report in the Venezuelan
web site aporrea.org, “to go to the barrios
himself. I’ll wait there for him along with the
people. We are not going to allow a bunch
of tramps, which is what most members
of the Federation are, to come and rob the
Venezuelan people of this dream.”

Politicization of working people

Under these conditions of sharpening
class confrontation, a rapid politicization
of the toilers is taking place. As the Mili-
tant reported last week (see “Pro-imperialist
opposition is dealt blow in Venezuela” in
the September 29 issue), dozens of facto-
ries shut down by the owners during the
bosses’ lockout early this year have been
occupied by the workers who are running
production, in some cases for months now.
Peasants have stepped up land takeovers,
forcing government authorities to accelerate
implementation of the new agrarian reform
law passed in 2001. Many of these actions
by working people have been attacked, as
employers have used police units loyal to
them and private thugs to murder militants.
More than 70 peasant leaders have been
killed in such incidents the last two years,
according to interviews with peasants in
several states.

Most organizations in the labor move-
ment have shattered and new ones are being
formed. The top leadership of the Confed-
eration of Venezuelan Workers (CTV)—the
country’s largest trade union federation until
last year—backed the bosses’ “strike.” It has
since become a shell of its former self. CTV
president Carlos Ortega has fled the country
and is currently in Costa Rica.

A new union federation, the National
Union of Workers (UNT), was formed in
August. A report in Venezuelanalysis.com
said the following about the conclusion of
the UNT meeting: “Nationalize the banks!
Take over the enterprises that have shut
down and have them run instead by workers!
Refuse to pay the foreign debt and use the
funds to create jobs! Reduce the workweek
to 36 hours! Create new enterprises under
workers’ control!'—These are some of the
demands that emerged from the action pro-
gram workshop, which were enthusiastically
endorsed by the First National Congress of
the National Union of Workers (UNT) of
Venezuela August 1-2.” The gathering was
attended by 1,300 delegates, representing
120 unions and 25 regional federations.

SUTISS, the steelworkers union, which
was among the largest industrial unions in
the CTV, however, did not join the UNT as
its organizers earlier expected. SUTISS
president Ramén Machuca and other union-
ists across the country who have been part

Continued on page 4
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An Evening in Solidarity with Cuba
Cuba Sneaks for oL
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“' , Jenezuels
An Evening of Solidarity with
The Bolivarian Revolution
Speakers include Pedro Eusse, a
\ . leader of the National Union of Workers
Cuban Foreign Minister Felipe Pérez Roque (UNT), and Rodrigo Chavez, head of
will address the latest developments in the Bolivarian Gircles in Venezuela.
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Roger Calero speaks in Australia, Sweden

Talks to unionists, students on lessons of his victorious antideportation fight

BY RON POULSEN

SYDNEY, Australia—R6ger Calero and
two supporters met up with a dozen or so
workers leaving the Morris McMahon can
manufacturing plant after work September
1, during his three-day visit to Sydney,
following his trip to New Zealand. Keith
Brown, a union delegate and one of the
leaders of a successful 16-week strike at
the plant that ended July 2, congratulated
Calero on his recent win over U.S. govern-
ment efforts to deport him.

“l would not be here if it wasn’t for the
support of hundreds of people like yourself
around the world,” replied Calero. Brown
responded: “We know all about that. It was
exactly the same here. We [strikers] were
40 people in a cast of thousands.”

Workers at the metal factory, a major-
ity of them immigrants and women, won
a union agreement, or contract, during
the strike. As their fight progressed they
reached out to other unionists for financial
support and reinforcements on the picket
line.

Calero visited Sydney during his inter-
national “Fight to Win” tour to speak on the
lessons of his defense campaign and thank
those who helped win his fight to remain
a permanent resident in the United States
(See accompanying article, “*El Espafiol’
covers Calero’s Sydney visit” for details
of the case).

Defense campaign supporters held a
public meeting the evening before the
McMahon visit. Calero told the 15 people
present that his defense was not fought
primarily in the legal arena. “Nothing had
changed with the laws” used by the rulers
against hundreds of thousands of immi-
grant workers, he said. “What changed
in my case was the fight they did not ex-
pect”—a fight organized so that “even if we
didn’t win we would make the government
pay the highest political price.”

Ron Poulsen spoke for the Communist
League. “The labor movement in Australia
faces similar attacks on immigrant work-
ers as part of a broader assault on workers
rights,” he said. “The government’s actions
have included seldom publicized factory
raids to grab workers without papers and
the brutal expulsion or detention of thou-
sands of asylum-seekers labelled ‘boat
people.””

Participants asked about the campaign
for the release of the five Cuban revolution-
aries imprisoned in U.S. jails, the struggles
of immigrant workers in the United States,
and the impact of Washington’s new “na-
tional security” laws.

Calero also spoke at a lunchtime meet-
ing of 10 people at the Bankstown campus
of the University of Western Sydney. One
student asked him for suggestions on
waging the campaign to close the deten-
tion centers where asylum seekers are held
and end the brutal treatment they face.
The question sparked a wider discussion.
Calero explained that this “was a question
not just for immigrants but for the entire
working class.”

Calero also met meat packers at Primo,
a large plant where several workers had
supported his campaign, and workers at the
Rheem water heater factory, where there

Further reading
Workers’ Rights

versus the Secret Police
by Larry Seigle

How, since the
inception of the
modern revolu-
tionary workers
movement in
1848, the ruling
classes have re-
sponded with po-
| lice spies, agents
provocateurs, and
political frame-
ups. $5.00

Available from
www.pathfinderpress.com
or from bookstores, including those
listed on page 8.

have been rolling stoppages and company
lockouts over a new enterprise contract.
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BY ANDREAS BERGERHEIM
AND CATHARINA TIRSEN

GOTHENBURG, Sweden—*“Not only
did we get support, we extended support
during the campaign against my deporta-
tion. We are here now to share the lessons
that if you fight like this, you can win.”

That was how Rdger Calero, an editor of
Perspectiva Mundial and staff writer for the
Militant, described his defense campaign
on student radio K103 here September 8
during his visit to this city in the south of
Sweden.

Andreas Bergerheim, a member of the
Young Socialists, joined Calero in the in-
terview. Young supporters in Sweden of the
socialist worker had moved into action as
soon as they heard of his arrest last year,
he said. “We started to collect names and
send letters,” said Bergerheim, “mainly by
asking people in working-class suburbs like
Angered.”

Asked whether there are similar cases in
Sweden, Bergerheim explained that he had
“met with young people in Hagfors who had
guarded a Salvadoran family from being
deported for several weeks, 24 hours a day.
It was a real social struggle. They had the
support of the whole community.” He also
talked about the fight of Nadina, a young
Bosnian girl who faced deportation despite
a severe eye sickness that would not be
treatable in her native country. Nadina and

3'

Militant/Jenny Kyng

Roger Calero speaking at public meeting in Sydney August 31. Picture appeared
alongside an interview in El Espafiol en Australia, a Spanish-language weekly.

her family were deported September 12.

At a public meeting in Angered the
next day, Calero was welcomed by Martha
Herndndez, a cleaner at a meatpacking
plant. She said that after being approached
by a co-worker she had signed a petition
to defend his right to stay in the United
States. Catharina Tirsén spoke on behalf
of the Communist League.

In the discussion Calero noted that he
had found out about similar attacks on
immigrant workers in each country that
he had visited.

He spoke by phone with one of the youth
who had taken part in the Hagfors fights. She
told him that one family member had his
visa application approved, and the rest of the
family plan to renew their applications.

“I never thought we could win this,” she
said. “Sometimes that is what you think
when you are in the middle of the fight,”
Calero said. “But if you just keep fighting
and reaching out like you did, you have the
best chances of winning.”

Dag Tirsén contributed to this article.

Class polarization sharpens in Venezuela

Continued from Page 3

of the Bolivarian Workers Force—a labor
federation tied to the governing Fifth Re-
public Movement—are focusing their ef-
forts on launching a political organization,
the Workers Party (PT) of Venezuela. The
PT’s first national assembly is set to take
place in the city of Guyana, Bolivar state,
September 27.

Washington’s destabilization campaign

This political ferment among the toilers
is at the heart of what’s fueling Washing-
ton’s campaign to destabilize and eventually
topple the Chavez government.

During a visit to Bogota August 19, U.S.
secretary of state Donald Rumsfeld praised
Colombian president Alvaro Uribe for an
“excellent job” in combating “narcoter-
rorism.” Rumsfeld was referring to the
regime’s war on government opponents,
some of whom are waging a guerrilla
struggle led by the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC) and by the
smaller National Liberation Army (ELN).

Inasimilar visit to Bogota a week earlier,
Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the U.S.
Joint Chiefs of Staff, “compared Venezuela
to Irag’s neighbors that allow ‘weapons or
fighters’ to cross the border,” according to
Dow Jones reporter Charles Roth. “It’s not
helpful when countries don’t fully support
the antiterrorism fight,” Myers reportedly
said in reference to the Venezuelan gov-
ernment.

In January, Gen. James Hill, chief of the
U.S. Southern Command, told a conference
in New York that “narcoterrorists” and Is-
lamic groups were using Venezuela’s Mar-
garita Island to launder money, according
to Dow Jones.

These statements by White House and
Pentagon officials have been made as
Washington re-launched its effort, put on
the back burner the first half of this year,
to strengthen its military intervention in
Latin America, particularly in Colombia,
which shares a 1,400-mile-long border with
Venezuela.

The Colombian military, which has
been receiving training from hundreds
of U.S. Special Forces troops, has ac-
cused Caracas of permitting Colombian
guerrillas to use its territory as a base
of operations—a charge the Venezuelan
government denies.

In mid-July, former Colombian finance
minister, Juan Manuel Santos, told an au-
dience in Caracas that Venezuela is trying
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to buy 50 MiG fighter jets from a Russian
manufacturer. Venezuelan ambassador to
Colombia Carlos Rodolfo Santiago imme-
diately denounced him as a “cynical and
irresponsible liar.”

These accusations are accompanied by
other provocations, which pose the prospect
of aregional conflict between the two coun-
tries. On September 9, Venezuelan foreign
minister Roy Chaderton told reporters that
15 U.S.-made Black Hawk helicopters
flown by the Colombian military had vio-
lated his country’s airspace at Los Bancos
near Guasdualito on Venezuela’s southwest
frontier with Colombia.

Washington, which is behind this ag-
gressive stance by Bogota toward Caracas,
has also become more open in the last two
months in its desire to get rid of Chavez.
The Venezuelan president assailed inter-
ference by U.S. ambassador to Venezuela
Charles Shapiro in favor of the faltering
opposition efforts to organize a referen-
dum to oust Chavez. Shapiro visited the
country’s National Elections Commission
and held a news conference at the board’s
offices, offering U.S. “technical assistance”
for the poll.

“This is a sovereign nation, ambas-
sador, and you must respect this country
and your government must respect this
country,” Chavez said in response. “What
prerogative does ambassador Shapiro have

to visit them?”

There are also indications that Washing-
ton may be contemplating putting economic
pressures on Venezuela. For the first time
in 50 years, U.S. companies did not import
any reformulated gasoline from Venezuela
in July, while importing other petroleum
products.

Faced with this increasingly overt
campaign of destabilization by U.S. im-
perialism, the Venezuelan government has
continued to stand up to Washington in the
international arena, including in opposing
the U.S.-led occupation of Iraqg, even if
cautiously.

On September 22, the Venezuelan del-
egation to the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) said it was
unacceptable for the Iragi delegation to at-
tend that week’s OPEC output policy talks
as avoting member. Iraqgi delegates from the
U.S.-picked Governing Council in Baghdad
were scheduled to attend an OPEC meet-
ing for the first time since U.S. and British
forces toppled the Saddam Hussein regime
and began a long-term military occupation
of the country.

“Our position is clear,” said Rafael
Ramirez, according to the Associated Press.
“Venezuela hopes to have Iraq included
within OPEC, but the internal situation of
Iraq should be resolved, and there should
be recognition by the UN.”

Beijing deploys troops along N. Korea border

BY PATRICK O’NEILL

The Chinese government has stationed
substantial forces along its 870-mile border
with the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK). Carried out in early Sep-
tember, the move came as Beijing increased
pressure on the DPRK to halt its develop-
ment of nuclear weapons. At the same time,
Pyongyang has protested Washington’ arms
build-up in south Korea, including its in-
stallation of the latest Patriot missiles. Such
moves are “creating a stumbling block to
resolving the nuclear problem,” stated the
Korean Central News Agency. Some 37,000
U.S. troops are stationed in the south.

The Chinese foreign ministry announced
the border deployment September 15, say-
ing its troops had taken over patrols from
the Chinese People’s Armed Police Force.
Some 300,000 Chinese troops are based in
the provinces closest to north Korea, along
with 250,000 members of the Armed Police

Force.

The moves came shortly after the
August 27-29 six-party talks in Beijing.
Representatives from the governments of
the United States, Japan, China, Russia,
and south Korea attempted to pressure
Pyongyang there to drop development of a
nuclear defense. While saying it was ready
for talks, Pyongyang refused to take steps
toward disarmament demanded by Wash-
ington. Beijing appears to be concerned
itself—Washington’s interests aside—with
the prospect of its neighbor becoming a
nuclear power. After the talks, Chinese
deputy foreign minister Wang Yi said that
“the differences between north Korea and
China are comprehensive.”

In late February Beijing closed an oil
pipeline to the DPRK for three days. Ac-
cording to the Korea Times, China supplies
70 percent of north Korea’s energy needs
and 40 percent of its food.



Freedom Ride

Continued from front page

him. Also joining the San Francisco event
were campaigners for the Socialist Workers
candidate for governor, Joel Britton. They
joined with those protesting deportations
and factory raids, supporting the demand
of amnesty for all immigrants, and back-
ing union struggles that many immigrant
workers have been part of.

At the rally in downtown Los Angeles,
several hundred construction workers from
Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego coun-
ties, wearing the orange T-shirts of the Labor-
ers International Union of North America,
made up one of the largest contingents.

Other sizable groups of unionists
included home-care workers, hospital
workers, and janitors who are members of
the Service Employees International Union
(SEIU), garment workers from UNITE, and
members of the Hotel Employees and Res-
taurant Employees (HERE). Members of
the United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW), California Federation of Teach-
ers, and American Federation of Television
and Radio Artists also participated.

A hotel worker and member of the SEIU,
who asked not to be identified by name, said
that her daughter was one of the Freedom
Riders. “We want to get our papers and win
the right to be legal. We want benefits. We
want driver’s licenses and we want our chil-
dren to have a decent education,” she said.

Legalization of status

Opening the rally, Maria Elena Durazo,
president of HERE Local 11 and national
coordinator of the Freedom Ride, said the
demonstrators are calling on the govern-
ment to legalize the status of all immigrant
workers, guarantee equal legal protection
on the job to all workers regardless of im-
migration status, and shorten the long wait
for residency applications.

For U.S. residents who have applied to
bring spouses and children to join them
in this country, the waiting list is at least
five years, and seven years for families
from Mexico, according to the U.S. State
Department’s “visa bulletin.”

The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride
has been endorsed by the AFL-CIO as well
as a number of immigrant rights organiza-
tions, Black rights groups, and elected of-
ficials. In a number of cities, unions have
helped organize events to publicize the
cross-country caravan.

The proposal for the Immigrant Workers
Freedom Ride was initiated two years ago
by the hotel and restaurant workers union.
HERE was part of the effort that led the
AFL-CIO executive board in 2000 to advo-
cate an amnesty for undocumented workers
and the repeal of laws that impose sanc-
tions on employers who hire these work-
ers. This was a reversal of the AFL-CIO’s
longstanding position of backing the U.S.
government’s anti-immigrant policies.

An estimated 10 million workers in this
country—the exact figure is hard to deter-
mine—Iack residence papers. The historic
wave of immigration to the United States
over the past three decades has had a big
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impact on the union movement. Today,
there is a substantial immigrant component
in many unions, such as the UFCW, UFW,
the garment and textile workers union
UNITE, and the Laborers. Workers seeking
to organize unions have had to confront ef-
forts by the bosses to take advantage of the
existence of a section of workers deprived
of legal protection.

The rally in Los Angeles reflected the
mood of resistance among layers of immi-
grant workers. Olga Ramirez, an asbestos
worker, pointed to the women construction
workers in the Laborers contingent. “We’re
not quiet any more,” she said. “We’re speak-
ing up, even yelling, moving ahead!”

Organizers of the cross-country caravan
have evoked the traditions of the Freedom
Rides that mobilized Black rights fighters
in the early 1960s.

One of the featured speakers at the Los
Angeles rally was Rev. James Lawson, Jr.,
a participant in the 1961 freedom ride from
Montgomery, Alabama, to Jackson, Missis-
sippi, to desegregate public transportation.
Lawson, who is president of the Los Angeles
chapter of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, proclaimed, “We are here
today for the cause of the immigrants and
the unions.”

“At the heart of the civil rights movement
of the 1950s and 1960s was the notion that an
injustice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where,” he said. “The freedom ride is not just
about immigrants but about all peoples.”

The freedom riders going on the buses
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Ryan Scott, right, Socialist Workers candidate for district attorney in San Francisco,
and other Young Socialists for Britton campaigners participate in September 20
San Francisco rally to kick off Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride.

were greeted with applause as they marched
to the front. Some carried placards with the
slogan of the civil rights movement: “I AM
A MAN.” Some of the women’s placards
said: “I AM A WOMAN.”

Renén Armendarez Cuello, host of the
popular show “El Cucuy de la Tarde,”
spoke of conditions he witnessed in a
nearby garment factory. “There was no
drinking water, the workers had to bring
their toilet paper from home, and it was
110 degrees inside,” he said. “The build-
ings here are constructed with the blood

and sweat of immigrants who do not have
rights, who want to get them.”

“Can we get them?” he asked. The crowd
broke into chants of “Si se puede!” (Yes,
we can.)

Other speakers included UFW president
Arturo Rodriguez, Miguel Contreras, ex-
ecutive director of the Los Angeles County
Federation of Labor, Joe Hansen of the
UFCW, Los Angeles mayor James Hahn,
several members of the state legislature and
congress, and representatives of immigrant
rights groups.

Fund supporters step up efforts to meet goal

BY ANGEL LARISCY

The pace of contributions to the July 12-
October 15 Socialist Workers Party-Build-
ing Fund has picked up over the past week,
with more than $13,000 being collected
toward the $80,000 goal. Organizers of the
fund around the country have reported plans
to use the final month to collect on pledges
and win new donations.

The reports below of fund meetings
addressed by SWP leaders demonstrate
the response socialist workers are finding
among workers and youth to the socialist
perspective on political developments and
the need to build the revolutionary party.

To contribute to the fund please send your
donation to SWP, 152 W. 36th Street, Room
401, New York, NY 10018. All checks
should be made out to SWP.
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BY RACHEL FRUIT

TAMPA, Florida—Margaret Trowe
from Boston spoke here September 20 on
the world capitalist crisis and the growing
resistance of working people. Thirteen
people attended the program and dinner
and contributed $486. An additional $300
came in from people who were not able to
attend. Trowe also spoke at a fund event in
Miami the next night.

In response to one question about the
union officialdom’s campaign to defend

“American” jobs, Trowe said, “We have to
build international links in the labor move-
ment. When workers take over factories in
Venezuela, that helps us, and they need to
learn about the struggles of workers in the
United States.”

A student at the University of Florida in
Gainesville who had been part of the Cuba-
U.S. Youth Exchange in July spoke in the
discussion about opportunities for political
work on the campuses, including the fight
to free the Cuban Five.
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BY MARTY RESSLER

PITTSBURGH—Laura Garza, Socialist
Workers candidate for Boston City Council,
spoke here September 20 on “The Working
Class and the Fight for Women’s Rights.”
Among other points, Garza described how
capitalist industrialization draws peasants
away from isolated village life into low-paid
factory work. This puts them in position to
be part of the labor movement, and—in the
future—the “jail break’” by women, rebelling
against their second-class status, which will
be part of the fight
for socialism.

The 13 par-
ticipants donated
$590 toward the
Pittsburgh goal of
$3600, with $75

Rally with the Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride

MARYLAND

Baltimore

Welcome the Immigrant Workers
Freedom Riders from Minnesota
and Rally for In-State Tuition
for Maryland’s Immigrant High
School Students. Wed., Oct. 1,
12:00 noon. University of Maryland,
Baltimore Campus.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
Welcome the Immigrant Workers
Freedom Ride. Wed., Oct. 1, 6:30
p.m. Bible Way Temple, 1100 New
Jersey Ave. NW.

March in Solidarity with Immi-
grant Workers and Others in the
D.C. Parking Industry. Thurs.,
Oct. 2, 7:00 p.m. Farragut Square
(K St., NW, between Connecticut
Ave. and 17th St.)

NEW JERSEY

Jersey City

Rally by Freedom Riders and
Supporters. Fri., Oct. 3, 2:00 p.m.
Liberty State Park.

NEW YORK

Queens

Mass Rally to Celebrate Freedom
Ride. Flushing Meadows Park.
Information from www.iwfr.org.
Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride
sponsors include AFL-CIO, National
Council of La Raza, UNITE, United
Food and Commercial Workers.

Other events

NEW JERSEY

Newark

U.S.-Cuba Relations: Why Wash-
ington’s Cold War against Cuba
Doesn’t End. Speaker: Mary-Alice
Waters, President of Pathfinder Press.
Wed., Oct. 1, 2:30 p.m. Rutgers Uni-
versity, Paul Robeson Campus Cen-
ter, Room 232, 350 Martin Luther
King Jr. Blvd. Sponsored by Student
Government Association.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

March for an End to the Occupa-

Twin Cities
Utah

tion of | M for Jobs, Ed Seattle

ion of Iraq; Money for Jobs, Edu-

cation and Health Care; Fight Back Houston

against the Patriot Act. Sat., Oct. 25. Newark

Sponsored by Act Now to Stop War Miami

and End Racism (A.N.SW.E.R.) and .

United for Peace and Justice. NE Pennsylvania
Los Angeles

WASHINGTON, D.C. New York

Reality of the World Capitalist Cri- Detroit

sis Today. Help Meet the $80,000 So- Western Colorado

cialist Workers Party-Building Fund. T

Speaker: James Harris, member of ampa

SWP National Committee. Sat., Oct. Birmingham

11. Dinner 6:30 p.m., program 7:30 Washington. D.C

p.m. Donation $5 each for dinner and . ALl R

program. 3717 George Ave., NW. Tel: Pittsburgh

(202) 387-1590. Atlanta
Cleveland

CANADA San Francisco
Boston

Toronto Des Moi

Free the Cuban Five—Political e_s oines

Prisoners Held Captive in the Chicago

United States. Evening of solidar- Omaha

ity, with Irma Gonzalez, daughter . .

of René Gonzaélez, and Dr. Aleida Philadelphia

Guevara. Mon. Sept. 29. 7:30 p.m. Other

OISE auditorium, 252 Bloor St. W. Total

Tel: (416) 533-7971. ota
Goal/Should be

of that in new pledges.

The next evening Garza addressed the
same topic in Hazleton, Pennsylvania.
Three members of the United Food and
Commercial Workers union from a local
meatpacking plant, a college student from
Wilkes Barre, and two other young workers
were among the dozen people who took part.
The meeting raised $950.
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BY ILONA GERSH

DETROIT—AL the September 20 fund
event here, SWP and Young Socialists leader
Romina Green spoke on “The 50th Anni-
versary of Attack on the Moncada Garrison
in Cuba, 30th Anniversary of U.S.-backed
Coup in Chile: One Way Forward to the
Victory of Humanity. Follow the Moncada
Road.”

Participants contributed $675 toward the
local goal of $2,500. The next day, Green
took part in a lively discussion at a house
meeting with two immigrant workers from
Mexico working in a Detroit meatpacking
plant.

$80,000 Party-Building Fund

July 12-October 15: Week 10 of 13

Goal Paid %
4,300 3,465 81%
1,100 750 68%
6,000 3,410 57%
3,500 1,940 55%
3,500 1,875 54%
1,800 925 51%
2,000 950 48%
7,500 3,520 47%

10,000 4,531 45%
2,500 1,125 45%
2,700 1,135 42%
1,800 750 42%
1,400 530 38%
2,700 990 37%
3,600 1,230 34%
5,200 1,739 33%
1,000 285 29%
8,000 2,150 27%
2,800 575 21%
1,450 270 19%
4,200 775 18%
1,300 90 7%
3,200 150 5%

1,361
81,550 34,521 43%
80,000 61,535 77%
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Cuban militant In
U.S. prison answers
anti-Cuba smears

The following is a letter by René
Gonzélez, one of five Cuban militants
serving draconian sentences in U.S. prisons
on frame-up charges brought by the U.S.
government. The other four are Gerardo
Hernandez, Ramon Labafiino, Fernando
Gonzélez, and Antonio Guerrero.

Gonzélez sent the letter below to Joanne
Landy and the Progressive magazine on
July 15. In his letter, the Cuban revolu-
tionary responds to a “Statement Protest-
ing Repression in Cuba” by the Campaign
for Peace and Democracy (CPD) cosigned
by Landy, Thomas Harrison, and Jennifer
Scarlott—the three co-directors of the
CPD. The Progressive published the state-
ment along with an appeal to professors,
writers, and others to join the group in its
campaign denouncing the Cuban govern-
ment for alleged repressive measures. Well-
known social democrat Stanley Arronow-
itz, self-described anarchist Noam Chom-
sky, historian Howard Zinn, and prominent
African-American academic Cornel West
were among the many individuals who lent
their names to this anti-Cuba campaign.
The statement appeared in the New York
Times, the Nation, and various web sites,
in addition to the Progressive.

This campaign was launched in March
and April after the Cuban government ar-
rested and convicted 75 individuals for
receiving funds from and collaborating
with U.S. government officials in Cuba
to advance Washington’s economic war
on Cuba. At about the same period, three
ringleaders of a hijacking of a passenger
ferry in Havana were arrested, tried, con-
victed, and executed in Cuba. Washington
used these incidents to launch a campaign
of slanders and threats against the Cuban
Revolution. A number of liberal critics of
U.S. foreign policy, like those mentioned
above, joined the big-business chorus de-
nouncing Havana.

The Cuban Five, as they are known,
were carrying out an internationalist mis-
sion to gather information on ultrarightist
organizations with a record of violent at-
tacks on Cuba carried out from U.S. soil
with Washington’s complicity. They were
arrested by FBI agents in 1998. Each was
charged with “conspiracy to commit es-
pionage” and “conspiracy to act as an un-
registered foreign agent.” Hernandez was
also charged with “conspiracy to commit
murder.” They were convicted in a federal
court in Miami in June 2001, given sen-
tences from 15 years in prison to a double
life term, and locked up in five federal
prisons spread out across the country.

On February 28 the five men were
thrown into solitary confinement—"*“the
hole”—after an order by the Justice
Department charging that the extensive
solidarity they had received in the form
of correspondence and the few visitors
they were allowed made them a “national
security risk.” An international campaign
of protests was launched against this un-
successful attempt by Washington to break
them. They were released from the hole a
month later.
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On July 8, the San-Francisco based Na-
tional Committee to Free the Five issued
an appeal for protest letters to be sent to
U.S. authorities demanding that visas be
granted to Olga Salanueva, wife of René
Gonzélez, and Adriana Pérez, wife of Ge-
rardo Hernandez, to be able to enter the
United States and visit their husbands in
prison. The two have been denied entry into
the U.S. repeatedly. Letters demanding that
visas be granted to Pérez and Salanueva
can be sent to Secretary of State Colin
Powell, 2201 C St. NW, Washington, D.C.
20520, tel: (202) 647-4000, fax: (202)
261-8577; Homeland Security Director
Thomas Ridge, Washington, DC 20528;
and Attorney General John Ashcroft, 950
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC
20530-0001, tel: (202) 353-1555, e-mail:
askdoj@usdoj.gov

Amitabh Pal, managing editor of the
Progressive, informed the Militant Sep-

» #

Cuban revolutionary René Gonzalez

tember 19 that his magazine has received
Gonzélez’s reply and “we’re considering
whether to publish it.”
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BY RENE GONZALEZ

Dear Ms. Joanne Landy:

Being a Cuban revolutionary all my life,
having fought in Angola against the South
African invasion and being, at the present
time, incarcerated in a U.S. federal prison
for protecting the Cuban people from the
terrorist actions supported, encouraged,
and silenced by the United States govern-
ment, | hope that—if being progressive is

still to fight for a better world—I might be
entitled to the benefit of being considered
a progressive person.

So when | opened a magazine called
precisely The Progressive and read an ad
by the Campaign for Peace and Democracy
requesting signatures in order to condemn
Cuba for its alleged “repression of dissi-
dents,” | was, at best, in disbelief.

| can’t imagine that somebody can
consider himself a progressive person and
then take at its word the endemic slander-
ing and lies of the U.S. media with regard
to Cuba. It would only take a little bit of
intellectual honesty and some research to
discover that the money to pay “dissidents”
is appropriated, overtly and openly, by the
U.S. authorities to be distributed through
entities like NED and USAID among
whomever on the island decides to make a
living as a dissident.

Who gives any moral authority to the
U.S. government to create a paid opposition
in Cuba? What international principle of
law applies to this behavior? Since when
is it the role of a U.S. diplomat to tour the
island organizing the “opposition” and giv-
ing out money?

Anyone who, in their own country,
receives money from a foreign power to
undermine their government is considered
atraitor, be it in Cuba or in any other nation
of the world, including the United States.

These so-called “dissidents” have—con-
trary to what appears in the ad—all of the

Continued on page 10

Jailed Native American leader Leonard Peltier
salutes Cuba on 50th annlversary of I\/Ioncada

Printed below is a letter that American
Indian Movement leader Leonard Peltier
sent to Cuban president Fidel Castro and
the people of Cuba in August, marking
the 50th anniversary of the assault on the
Moncada barracks on July 26, 1953—the
opening act of the Cuban Revolution.

Leonard Peltier, an Anishinabe-Lakota,
has spent the last 27 years in prison on
frame-up charges of killing two FBI agents
in a shoot-out at the Pine Ridge Native
American reservation in 1975.

Peltier became involved in the American
Indian Movement (AlM) in the early 1970s.
He went to Pine Ridge, South Dakota, to
assist local people under attack by goons
organized by the Pine Ridge Tribal Council
headed by Dick Wilson. With covert back-
ing from the FBI, Wilson was carrying out
a campaign of violence, including beatings
and murder, against those in opposition to
his policies. During this time the reserva-
tion had a higher ratio of FBI agents to
citizens than any other area in the country.
Despite this no murders or beatings were
ever investigated.

AIM had been the target of federal
authorities for years, including under
the FBI’s Counterintelligence program
(COINTELPRO), which grew out of the
government’s attempts to disrupt the labor
movement prior to World War 1.

On June 26, 1975, shooting broke out
between two FBI agents in unmarked cars
and local residents, some of whom were
members of AIM. The two agents and one
Native man were Killed. Three people went
to trial for the deaths of the agents, one of
whom was Leonard Peltier. No investiga-
tion of the Native man’s death took place.
Two of those who went to trial were found
not guilty on grounds of self-defense.

Peltier had previously been identified as
an AIM leader by the FBI. Fearing that he
had no possibility of a fair trial, he fled to
Canada. Peltier was later arrested and extra-
dited in response to affidavits manufactured
by the FBI that the government now con-
cedes were false and fabricated. He was tried
in a different district from the first trial, and
by a judge handpicked by the FBI. Peltier
was found guilty of first-degree murder and
sentenced to two consecutive life terms.

According to the final decision of the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, Peltier’s
trial and previous appeals had been riddled
with FBI misconduct and judicial impro-
priety, including coercion of witnesses,
perjury, fabrication of evidence, and the
suppression of exculpatory evidence that
could have proved his innocence. Neverthe-
less, all the appeals of his conviction and
sentence were turned down.

In 1993 Peltier filed a petition for commu-
tation of his sentence with the Department

of Justice. Supporters of Peltier sought a
presidential pardon from former U.S. presi-
dent William Clinton before he left office.
Some 500 FBI agents and their families
protested outside the White House in 2000
demanding Peltier’s request be turned down.
Clinton denied him clemency.

On September 19, Peltier’s attorneys
asked the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals to
grant him a parole hearing he has sought
since 1986. The Parole Commission had said
Peltier must wait until December 2008 for
such a hearing, a decision upheld last year
by a federal court in Kansas. Peltier appealed
to the 10th Circuit. The appeals court took
the request under advisement. More than
200 supporters of Peltier’s fight gathered
outside the courthouse after the hearing,
beating drums, and carrying AIM banners
and signs demanding: “Free Peltier!”

Message of solidarity to Fidel Castro,
the people of Cuba, and the Revolution

BY LEONARD PELTIER

My honorable brothers and sisters of
Cuba,

During the many years of my unjustified
imprisonment, His Excellency President
Fidel Castro, the Revolution, and the great
Cuban people have kindly offered me almost
three decades of solidarity and have main-
tained their commitment with my struggle
for freedom. However, | continue unjustly
serving two consecutive life sentences in a
U.S. penitentiary simply for opposing my
people’s exploitation and oppression.

This year sees the commemoration of
the 50th anniversary of the assaults on the
Moncada garrison in Santiago de Cuba
and the Carlos Manuel de Céspedes in
Bayamo, undertaken by the great Cuban
revolutionary forces headed by His Excel-
lency President Fidel Castro.

The 26th of July, 1953, marked one of
the most significant acts of resistance to
imperialism in history and the first step that
led to the defeat of the Batista dictatorship
supported by the United States. My people,
the indigenous people of the United States,
have confronted a similar imperialism for
more than 500 years and have fought
against it. This imperialist aggression has
been responsible for the death of our ances-
tors, the rape of our sisters, and the plunder
of our land. Today, more than ever, we are
obliged to continue fighting to preserve our
free determination and solidarity.

I should like to take this opportunity to
say that | reiterate my solidarity with His
Excellency President Fidel Castro, with the
Revolution, and with my Cuban brothers
and sisters. | call for an end to all foreign
campaigns of subversion and aggression
against the Cuban government and people.
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The new “war on terrorism” headed by the
United States has created a smokescreen in
order to commit illegal acts of aggression
and deeds ostensibly ignoring international
law.

The Republic of Cuba has the right to
defend and preserve its national sover-
eignty in the face of all forms of imperial-
ist aggression and terrorism. Finally, I call
on the government of the United States to
immediately release my five heroic broth-
ers who remain unjustly incarcerated for
attempting to halt acts of terrorism orga-
nized from Miami against their country and
their people. | promise constant solidarity
with my brothers and sisters of Cuba and
humbly ask them to continue supporting
the struggle for achieving my release.
Ever Onward to Victory!

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,
Leonard Peltier

How you can help Leonard
Peltier’s fight for freedom:

¢ To obtain information on Peltier’s
case and upcoming activities related
to his fight for freedom, contact the
Leonard Peltier Defense Committee
at Box 583, Lawrence, KS 66044, or
call (785) 842-5774. On the Internet
visit www.freepeltier.org

¢ You can write to Leonard Peltier,
#89637-132, PO Box 1000, Leaven-
worth, KS 66048-1000. Peltier can
receive letters, postal money orders,
soft-cover books, and photographs.

¢ \Write to the Parole Board demand-
ing Peltier’s immediate release; letters
should be addressed to United States
Parole Commission, Air World Center,
Suite 220, 10920 Ambassador Dr.,
Kansas City, MO 64153.




Socialists join Bay Area immigrant rights rally

Continued from front page
Freedom Ride.

The young socialist campaigners,
marching next to contingents of roofers and
other unionists, joined in the lively chants
demanding rights for immigrant workers.
Their signs identified them as supporters
of the Socialist Workers candidate for gov-
ernor of California, Joel Britton.

The action was marked by the partici-

Appeals Court rules
CA recall vote stays October 7

BY PAUL PEDERSON

LOS ANGELES—The full 11-
judge panel of the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals unanimously ruled
September 23 that the California re-
call election will be held October 7
as originally scheduled. The ruling
reverses an earlier three-judge deci-
sion in favor of a suit by the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
which had argued that the election
should be held off until punch-card
voting machines used in six counties
were replaced.

The State of California had settled
an earlier suit by the ACLU, agreeing
to replace this equipment by March 2,
2004. If the ruling by the three judges
had stood, the recall election would
have been postponed until then.

In reinstating the October 7 date,
the court cited “the enormous re-
sources already invested” in the
election. It also opposed “interfer-
ence with an election after voting has
begun”—a reference to the hundreds
of thousands of absentee ballots al-
ready cast. The ACLU has said that
it will not appeal.

pation of several large union contingents,
including the Laborers International Union
and Hotel Employees and Restaurant Em-
ployees Local 2, which has been involved
in a series of union organizing drives and
contract fights at area hotels. Also march-
ing were contingents from community and
immigrant rights groups.

Democratic governor Gray Davis and
a number of other capitalist politicians
spoke, sounding a chorus of “No to the
recall.” Davis expressed sympathy for im-
migrant workers “who toil under the hot
sun to put food on our table.”

When asked, however, he declined
to express a position on the goal of the
Freedom Ride—legalizing the status of
undocumented workers, saying it was a
“federal issue.”

The Socialist Workers campaigners
joined others in protesting factory raids and
deportations by immigration cops. They
celebrated the success of the struggles by
workers that recently led the state govern-
ment to pass a law reversing restrictions
on undocumented workers’ access to a
driver’s license. And they championed the
demand of the march that the government
guarantee legal protections to all undocu-
mented workers.

Atthe rally in front of City Hall, demon-
strators were drawn to a two-table display
of revolutionary literature by a colorful
banner urging workers and youth to “Cam-
paign with Young Socialists for Joel Britton
for Governor, Deborah Liatos for Mayor,
Ryan Scott for District Attorney.”

Ryan Scott, Socialist Workers candidate
for district attorney in San Francisco and
a spokesperson for Young Socialists for
Britton, met a contingent of 15 students
from California State University in Mon-
terrey, where Scott had previously attended
school. Five among the group were from
the campus chapter of the Chicano student

group MEChA and said they were excited
about having Joel Britton come to speak on
their campus September 24. A professor at
the campus had already invited Britton to
speak there.

Nattely Gutierrez, a leader of the Mon-
terrey campus MEChA chapter, said she
was angered about Lt. Gov. Cruz Busta-
mente’s attempts to distance himself from
his past membership in MEChA. Gutierrez
said she appreciated the Socialist Workers
campaign’s defense of the Chicano organi-
zation and Britton’s activity in support of
the Chicano struggle. She invited Britton
to address the MEChA chapter while he is
in Monterrey.

Five of the youth from CSU Monterrey
signed up to find out more about campaign-
ing with the Young Socialists for Britton.

SWP takes ‘not voting’ stance on Proposition 54

The following statement was released
September 23 by Joel Britton, Social-
ist Workers candidate for governor of
California, to Good Politics Radio, an
Internet site through which audio mes-
sages can be recorded and heard.

Hello. I’m Joel Britton, the Socialist
Workers Party candidate for governor of
California. I’m on the special recall elec-
tion ballot as “Joel Britton—Independent,
Retired Meat Packer.”

A long-time trade unionist, Black
rights and antiwar activist, | serve on the
National Committee of the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

I have been asked whether | support
or oppose Proposition 54, the proposed
amendment to the California constitution
that is on the recall election ballot.

According to the Official Voter Infor-
mation Guide Proposition 54 is supposed
to “prohibit state and local governments
from using race, ethnicity, color or national
origin to classify current or prospective stu-
dents, contractors or employees in public
education, contracting, or employment
operations.”

I am opposed to both the “Vote Yes on
54 and the “Vote No on 54” campaigns
being waged and take a “Not voting”
position.

Ward Connerly, the conservative Repub-
lican who heads the “Vote Yes” campaign
cynically claims that if Proposition 54 re-
ceives a majority of ballots cast it will help
create a “color-blind” society. This, from a
well-known opponent of affirmative action
measures to redress current-day inequali-
ties and discrimination against working
people who are Black, especially.

Without a fight to end such inequalities
and discriminatory practices, working peo-
ple will be unable to wage united struggle
against the wealthy families who rule this
country through their twin Democratic and
Republican parties.

As we build a revolutionary workers
movement that can fight for a workers and
farmers government that will put an end to
capitalism—uwhich breeds racist oppression
and discrimination of all types—a “color-
blind” society will then become possible.

This is not what Connerly and Co. have
in mind.

Those campaigning for a “No” vote on
Proposition 54 include Democratic gov-
ernor Gray Davis, his Lt. Governor Cruz
Bustamante, Republican candidate Arnold
Schwarzenegger, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), the mayors of Los Angeles
and San Francisco, many trade union of-
ficials, and leaders of health-care and other
organizations. They all falsely claim that
unless this measure is defeated, it will be
impossible to fight racist discrimination
in housing, education, medical care, and
employment.

We can lead a fight against racist dis-
crimination without promoting reliance on
government collection of “racial” statistics.
The civil rights fighters of the 1950s and
1960s—part of a mass proletarian struggle
that brought down the Jim Crow system
of statutory segregation throughout the
South—didn’t need “racial” data from gov-
ernmental bodies to convince people that
something had to be done. What’s more, as
Malcolm X taught us, it is the government
that was responsible for maintaining racist
oppression in the South and in the North.
That is still true today.

Los Angeles police chief William Brat-
ton and other top police officials in the
state have come out against Proposition
54, saying that the measure would hurt
their efforts to stop “racial profiling” and
“protect against hate crimes.” These pro-
nouncements take the fakery to a higher
level. The purpose of police is to mete
out punishment, to keep workers in line,
to make an example of you if you come
from the wrong class—even more so if you
happen to be the wrong color or the wrong
nationality. It is worth remembering that
far more working people are executed by
a policeman’s bullet, chokehold, or hog-
tying than by lethal injection or electrocu-
tion, even with the unrelenting climb in
state-sanctioned murders since the U.S.
Supreme Court reinstated capital punish-
ment in 1976.

The logic of the “Vote No” on Prop 54
forces is to rely on governmental bodies,

instead of relying on ourselves and our
own capacities, of organizing ourselves in
struggles independent of them.

Liberal “Vote No” campaigners falsely
claim that passage of Prop 54 would have
a “devastating impact” on civil rights and
would “roll back 40 years of hard-won civil
rights gains.” But to roll back the gains of
the civil rights movement would take a
massive counterrevolutionary movement.
And that is simply not on the agenda. The
Supreme Court ruling this past summer
upholding affirmative action in university
admissions registered this fact.

Vote “Yes” to recall Governor Davis
and then vote Socialist Workers—for
“Joel Britton, Independent, Retired Meat
Packer.”

Visit www.themilitant.com for more
information on the Socialist Workers
Party campaign. To make a much-needed
financial contribution, make out a check
to Socialist Workers Campaign Committee
and send it to 4229 S. Central Ave., Los
Angeles, CA 90011. To volunteer to help
campaign, call (323) 233-9372.

I\/iiTitanDeborah Liatos
Arrin Hawkins (center, speaking into mike) campaigns with Young Socialists for
Britton as part of September 20 immigrant rights kick-off march, San Francisco.

One member of the Service Employees
International Union stopped by the cam-
paign table and expressed his support for
Davis and his opposition to the recall, but
he also bought a copy of Teamster Rebel-
lion by SWP leader Farrell Dobbs and
agreed to get back to the socialist cam-
paigners to discuss what he read.

A student from San Francisco State
University who stopped by the campaign
table picked up the Militant and The Work-
ing Class and the Transformation of Learn-
ing, and left her name to be contacted about
helping set up speaking engagements for
the socialist candidates.

By the end of the day, rally participants
had bought 25 copies of the Militant, 6
copies of Perspectiva Mundial, and $50
worth of Pathfinder books.

Yale strike settled

BY MAGGIE TROWE

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut—Thou-
sands of unionists from East Coast cities
converged here September 13 to express
solidarity with the maintenance, clerical,
and technical workers who launched a
campus-wide strike against Yale Univer-
sity August 27.

Yale and the union reached a tentative
agreement September 18. The eight-year
contract includes wage raises of 3-5 percent
per year, and an increase in pensions based
on a new formula for determining monthly
payments.

The last contract expired in January
2002. Workers will receive two-thirds of
retroactive wage increases to that date.

More than 5,000 workers and their sup-
porters rallied at the city green after march-
ing through downtown New Haven.

Workers told the Militant that inadequate
pensions are at the heart of the dispute. Yale
workers with 20 years on the job receive a
pension of $620 a month, said Charles Lee,
66, a retired member of Local 35 of Hotel
Employees and Restaurant Employees
union, one of the two locals on strike. That
“won’t pay for a retirement home,” he said.

Changing Face of U.S.
Politics

Working-Class Politics at the Millenium

by Jack Barnes

A handbook for workers coming into the
factories, mines, and mills, as they react to the
uncertain life, ceaseless turmoil, and brutality
of capitalism today. It shows how millions of
workers, as political resistance grows, will
revolutionize themselves, their unions, and all of
society.

$23.95

Teamsters Rebellion

Tells the story of the 1934 strikes that built an
industrial union and a fighting social movement
in Minneapolis.

by Farrell Dobbs

$16.95
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The Working Class
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of Learning
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“Until society is reorganized
so that education is a human
activity from the time we

are very young until the time
we die, there will be no
education worthy of working,
creating humanity.”

Also available in Spanish and French. $3.00

Order from www.pathfinderpress.com or from

bookstores, including those listed on page 8.
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Cuban Revolution champlons Palestinian struggle

Below are excerpts from *“I speak on
behalf of the children of the world who
do not even have a piece of bread,” a
speech Cuban president Fidel Castro
gave at the United Nations General
Assembly Oct. 12, 1979. The full text
appears in To Speak the Truth: Why
Washington’s ‘Cold War’ against Cuba
Doesn’t End, one of Pathfinder’s Books
of the Month for September. The book
contains speeches to the UN by Castro
and Ernesto Che Guevara, another
central leader of the Cuban Revolution.
Castro addressed the UN in his capac-
ity as president of the Movement of
Nonaligned Countries, which had held
its Sixth Summit the previous month in
Havana. The summit took place in the
wake of tumultuous events, including the
toppling of the Shah of Iran by a mass
revolutionary uprising; the triumph of

BOOKS OF
THE MONTH

the revolution in Grenada under the
leadership of Maurice Bishop; and the
overthrow of the U.S.-backed dictator-
ship of Anastasio Somoza by Nicaraguan
workers and peasants, led by the San-
dinista National Liberation Front. It is
copyright © 1992 by Pathfinder Press,
reprinted by permission.

BY FIDEL CASTRO

Mr. President, there can be no doubt
that the problem of the Middle East has
become one of the situations of greatest

Septernber BOOKS
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By Leon Trotsky
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ing-class struggle.
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struggle for a socialist society. $20.95.
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On the Jewish Question

By Leon Trotsky

“Never was it so clear as it is today that
the salvation of the Jewish people is
bound up inseparably with the overthrow
of the capitalist system”—Leon Trotsky
$4.50 Special price: $3.00

To Speak the Truth: Why
Washington'’s ‘Cold War’
Against Cuba Doesn t End
By Ernesto Che | =
Guevara, Fidel
Castro

Guevara and Castro
explain, in speeches
before the UN, why
the U.S. government
s0 hates the example
set by the socialist
revolution in Cuba
and why Washington's effort to destroy it
will fail. $16.95. Special price: $13.00

Join the
Pathfinder Readers Club
for $10 and receive
discounts all year long

ORDER ONLINE AT
WWW.PATHFINDERPRESS.COM

Palestlnlans march in the West Bank, 2002. “Unconditional W|thdrawal by Israel
is required for Mideast peace, Castro said.

from all the occupied Arab territories,”

concern in today’ world. The Sixth Sum-
mit Conference examined it in its twofold
dimension.

On the one hand the conference re-
affirmed that Israel’s determination to
continue its policy of aggression, expan-
sionism, and colonial settlement in the
occupied territories—with the support of
the United States—constitutes a serious
threat to world peace and security. At the
same time the conference examined the
problem from the standpoint of the rights
of the Arab countries and of the Palestin-
ian question.

For the Nonaligned countries the Pal-
estinian question is the very crux of the
problem of the Middle East. These two
problems form an integral whole and
neither can be settled in isolation from
the other.

No just peace can be established in the
region unless it is based on the total and
unconditional withdrawal by Israel from all
the occupied Arab territories, as well as the
return to the Palestinian people of all their
occupied territories and the restoration of
their inalienable national rights, including
the right to return to their homeland, to
self-determination, and to the establish-
ment of an independent Palestinian state
in accordance with Resolution 3236 of the
General Assembly.1

This means that all measures taken by
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Israel in the occupied Palestinian and Arab
territories—including the establishment of
colonies or settlements on Palestinian land
or other Arab territories, whose immedi-
ate dismantlement is a prerequisite for a
solution of the problem—are illegal, null,
and void.

As | stated in my address to the Sixth
Summit:

We are not fanatics. The revolutionary
movement was always educated in hatred
of racial discrimination and pogroms of
any kind. From the bottom of our hearts,
we repudiate the merciless persecution
and genocide that the Nazis once
unleashed on the Jews. But there is
nothing in recent history that parallels it
more than the dispossession, persecution,
and genocide that imperialism and the
Zionists are currently practicing against
the Palestinian people.

Pushed off their lands, expelled from
their country, scattered throughout
the world, persecuted and murdered,
the heroic Palestinians are a moving
example of selflessness and patriotism,
living symbols of the greatest crime of
our era.? [Applause]

No one should be surprised that the
conference, for reasons stemming not from
any political prejudice, but rather from an
objective analysis of the facts, was obliged
to point out the role of U.S. policy in the
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region. The U.S. government has aligned
itself with Israel, supported it, and has
worked to attain partial solutions favorable
to Zionist aims and to guarantee the fruits
of Israel’s aggression at the expense of the
Palestinian Arabs and the entire Arab na-
tion. By so doing it has played a major role
in preventing the establishment of a just
and comprehensive peace in the region.

The facts, and only the facts, led the
conference to condemn U.S. policies and
maneuvers in that region.

When the heads of state or government
arrived at a consensus condemning the
Camp David agreement and the Egyptian-
Israeli treaty of March 1979,3 their formu-
lations had been preceded by long hours of
detailed study and fruitful exchanges. This
allowed the conference to consider those
treaties not only as a total abandonment
of the cause of the Arab countries, but also
as an act of complicity with the continued
occupation of Arab territories.

These words are harsh, but they are true
and just.

The Egyptian people are not the ones
who were judged by the Movement of Non-
aligned Countries. The Egyptian people
command the respect of each and every
one of our countries, and enjoy the solidar-
ity of all our peoples. The same voices that
were raised to denounce the Camp David
agreements and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty
praised Gamal Abdel Nasser, a founder of
the Movement and an upholder of the fight-
ing traditions of the Arab nation....

1UN General Assembly Resolution 3236, ap-
proved November 22, 1974, reaffirmed the right
of the Palestinian people to self-determination,
national independence, and sovereignty.

2The text of Castro’s keynote address to the
Sixth Summit conference of the Movement of
Nonaligned Countries is contained in Fidel Cas-
tro Speeches: Cuba’s Internationalist Foreign
Policy 1975-80 (New York: Pathfinder, 1981),
pp. 162-79.

3Following Cairo’s defeat in the 1973 war
with Tel Aviv, accords between Egyptian presi-
dent Anwar al Sadat and Israeli prime minister
Menachem Begin were signed at the U.S.
presidential resort at Camp David, Maryland, in
September 1978. Under terms of a subsequent
peace treaty, signed in Washington in March
1979, the Egyptian government extended formal
diplomatic recognition to Israel.
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— GREAT SOCIETY

BBC asks a question—This
past July 26, Cuba celebrated the
anniversary of the 1953 rebel as-
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sault on the Moncada barracks
that kicked off the guerilla and
urban underground struggles that
climaxed in the 1959 overthrow
of the Batista regime. This July 25,
in Havana, a BBC reporter asked

Enrique Oltuski, who had been a
leader of the July 26 Movement
in Havana, if things were now any
different.

Venceremos—Oltuski to BBC:
“It’s many times better than it used
to be. Perfect? No. We don’t claim
that we have reached a perfect
society. We are a bunch of crazy
Cubans who believe that a better
world can be built. We have dedi-
cated our lives to this, and now we
are training our young generation
to continue our work.”

Haunted for crimes?—
“SHELBYVILLE, Kentucky—
Stumped by mysterious sights and
sounds in their headquarters, who

did the Shelbyville police depart-
ment call? Ghost hunters. A team
from Louisville plans to seek logi-
cal explanations for unexplained
knocks, jiggling doors and other
phenomena in the 19th-century
brick building”—News item.

Virtually perfect—Underfund-
ing of pensions could exceed $80
billion; U.S. finds the viability of
the agency that insures plans for
44 million Americans is at risk”—
Headline, Los Angeles Times.

Oops—*“Scientists at Johns
Hopkins University, who last year
published a controversial report
suggesting that a single evening’s
use of the illicit drug Ecstasy could

cause permanent brain damage and
Parkinson Disease are retracting
their research in its entirety, saying
the drug used for their experiment
wasn’t Ecstasy at all”—News
item.

DVD—Short of musicians for
military funerals, the Pentagon has
approved a push-button bugle that
plays taps by itself as the operator
holds it to his lips.

Which reminds us—A time
back, Gls had it that military mu-
sic was to music as military justice
was to justice.

Don’t splatter it — The Penta-
gon spent some 15 hours burning

Sarin, a lethal nerve gas, in a new
incinerator. They had hoped to burn
a stockpile of 800 gallons in less
than a day, but 270 gallons remain
unfinished at Anniston, Alabama.
Getting burned will be postponed
while they “fine-tune” the incin-
erator. A single drop of Sarin on a
person’s skin can be fatal.

They can’t do everything—
Washington has asked the UN for a
delay on its agreement to scrap less
than a half of its declared inventory
of 31,000 tons of mustard gas, Sa-
rin, and other killer chemicals. For
assorted environmental concerns
and incinerator problems, the Pen-
tagon now wants a delay until 2007,
not the initial 2004.

‘Gay rights strengthen Cuban Revolution’

Director of Cuban sex education institute discusses changing attitudes, need for further steps

Below is an interview with Mariela
Castro Espin that appeared in the May
23 edition of Alma Mater, the journal of
the University of Havana. Castro is the
director of the Cuban National Institute
for Sex Education. The interview was
published under the title, “Cuban Soci-
ety and Homosexuality.” Translation and
subheadings are by the Militant.

BY EDUARDO JIMENEZ GARCIA

More relaxed. Not more tolerant.

Achieving dignity and respect for the
rights of Cuban homosexuals is no easy task.
Yet it hardly seems humane to wait another
century for some sort of “natural evolution”
to bring about justice. The full emancipation
of gays and leshians in Cuba also entails pro-
moting and achieving changes in the popular
conceptions of a society that does not yet
accept homosexuality, despite the fact it is
more relaxed than before about the existence
of this “phenomenon.” In an interview with
Alma Mater, Mariela Castro Espin, director
of the National Center for Sex Education
(CENESEX), expressed her belief that “we
are now poised at the most opportune mo-
ment for homosexuals to gain more space
and representation in Cuban society.”

Question: Do you believe that the ‘90s
ushered in an era of greater social tolerance
with respect to homosexuality in Cuba?

Answer: Yes, | believe so, that people are
a little more relaxed about a homosexual
presence, both in public and in the privacy
of the family, but only a little bit relaxed, not
more tolerant. We have much more work
to do in our society for this “relaxation” to
mean real respect toward sexual diversity.
Sexuality is more complex than what sci-
ence has been able to establish, and what
we are able to imagine. That is why we must
be very careful about the decisions taken in
this respect.

I do not have statistics or other kinds of
scientific data to demonstrate that there is
more tolerance, because there are no stud-
ies on this specific subject in our country.
Yet, | am able to observe this phenomenon
as a professional and as an individual. | do
believe that since the 1990s there has been a
greater acceptance of the presence of homo-
sexuals by some portion of the population
and public institutions. That does not mean
that the contradiction has been resolved for
all individuals at all levels of society.

In terms of our society as a whole, I think
we are at agood moment to implement poli-
cies that are more explicit about the defense
of the rights of homosexuals, so that we are
better prepared to confront any manifesta-
tion of discrimination on account of sexual
orientation.

By the 1970s, reforms that were made to
the Penal Code excluded the classification
of homosexuals as a criminal; any word
that discriminated against homosexuals
was modified. However, that is not enough
because I think our laws should better reflect
the respect that homosexuals merit.

Greater and more professional work is
needed at the microsocial level, because
what this is about is trying to change per-
ceptions, modifying popular conceptions
within society. That is why | identify this
very humanistic attempt to achieve greater
respect for the rights of homosexuals with
the Battle of Ideas that is being waged in

our society today. | believe this battle, in the
field of culture and politics, should include
such a necessity, because it would mean a
cultural, social, and political strengthening
of the Revolution.

Q: Is that a proposal?

A: Yes. It is a proposal | am making, at
appropriate opportunities, from my posi-
tion of responsibility as the director of the
National Center for Sex Education, with the
aim of achieving this type of analysis. And |
assure you it has reached receptive ears. My
suggestion is in no way removed or distant
from the spirit of the Revolution, or from
the entire process that has brought about
this call to a Battle of Ideas. It would be
wonderful to be able to spark a deep-going
discussion on this subject among various
groups, so that Cuban society could develop
a healthier culture of sexuality, one that is
fairer, that helps to overcome the erroneous
beliefs and prejudices of our ancestors with
regard to sexual orientation. Something like
this would put the Revolution even more in
line with its humanist ethics; because the
Cuban Revolution has been made with the
participation of all Cuban men and women
who have identified themselves with the
conquests and dreams of this social ef-
fort. Among all these participants are also
people of various sexual orientations. Thus,
it would not be fair to trample on the dignity
of homosexuals because of some ancestral
taboos. That is why | believe this to be a
fundamental task, in which we have much
more work to do.

Constitution and sexual orientation

Q: How do you think our laws should
better reflect respect for the rights of ho-
mosexuals?

A: The Constitution of the Republic pro-

ey,
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Poster for 1993 Cuban film Strawberry and Chocolate by

director Tomas Gutiérrez Alea. The movie uses satire to

criticize bias against gays in Cuba. The film’s popularity

in Cuba registered changing attitudes on this question.

Noting this, Mariela Castro calls for “policies that are

more explicit in defense of the rights of homosexuals.”

tects all people, regardless
of their race, sex, age. And,
obviously this protection
includes homosexuals,
albeit not explicitly (when
something like that is made
explicit, it is a recognition
that there is a need to avoid
any type of discrimination,
such as racial or against
women). In my modest
opinion, some day, when
plans are made to revise
the Constitution, | believe
it should explicitly include
sexual orientation, in the
same way it includes race,
gender, and other consid-
erations. | don’t consider
this to be an urgent matter,
but I do believe we should
be clearer about this in
our laws, more evident,
not only as a protection
of these people from dis-
crimination in public insti-
tutions, but also within the
family, because it is often
there that a homosexual is
first insulted or rejected.

To be rejected by one’s
own family group is one
of the most destructive
experiences for one’ per-
sonality, and even more so
when the condition that caused the rejec-
tion—that is, sexual orientation—was not
a matter of choice.
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A major step toward the conclusion of a
separate treaty between Israel and Egypt was
taken September 28 when the Israeli Knes-
set (parliament) approved the Camp David
summit accords by more than four to one.

During his opening speech to the Knesset
September 25, Israeli Prime Minister Men-
achem Begin could not refrain from boast-
ing that as soon as a treaty with Egypt was
concluded, his government would resume
building new settlements on the occupied
West Bank and would expand existing ones.
Begin further promised that there “will be
no plebiscite” in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, “and there is and will not be under
any conditions or in any circumstances a
Palestinian state.”

During an earlier interview with the Wall
Street Journal, Begin cynically noted the
“possibility we won’t find an agreement”
on the issue of sovereignty over the West
Bank.

“Then the result will be local autonomy
for the Palestinians and our soldiers will be
there in Judea and Samaria.”

This is the formula for continued occupa-
tion and oppression that is being palmed off
by [U.S. president James] Carter and the
big-business media as the road to peace.

Q: Why do you think the gay community
in Cuba has not organized itself, as it has
in other countries, to demand, among
other things, greater space and respect at
a social level?

A: | think the greatest difficulty is that
there is no unifying and convincing effort,
because male and female homosexuals are
as heterogeneous as heterosexuals. Yet |
don’t see this as an obstacle; | see it as a
complicated reality. It is also true that one
should be able to count on support from the
rest of Cuban civil society, a society still
very permeated with sexual prejudices.

But I think gays and lesbians should try a
strategy of greater integration into society,
because if they “organize themselves,” this
could bring about a period of self-segrega-
tion, of isolation, rather than to become
more part of Cuban society, and to make
their condition more natural within it.

I believe that male and female homosexu-
als should participate more in the different
opportunities for social and political discus-
sion that currently exist in Cuba, despite the
prejudices, so they can make known their
truth, their legitimate need for equality, their
beliefs, in order to gain support from the
scientific community, and in that way bring
to bear arguments that can effect the changes
that are necessary in society—which are
also just and fair. | think such a strategy
would be more effective and healthier, too.

| believe we are now poised at a very
opportune moment in which people with
a homosexual orientation can be better
understood and integrated into different
places of our society.
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NEW YORK—The kingdom of Interna-
tional Longshoremen’s Union Boss Joseph
Ryan looked in a bad way this week as the
American Federation of Labor, the state
government, the courts and Eisenhower
moved in to break the stronghold of Ryan
and his henchmen over the longshoremen
here and impose their own domination.

After turning a pious face away from the
stench of extortion, murder and just plain
shakedown of some two decades, the AFL
high chiefs looked into the ILA affairs
and, under pressure of unsavory publicity,
expelled the ILA from the AFL.

The Ryan gang had their difficulties with
the ship owners too. The AFL move came
in the midst of the union’ contract nego-
tiations and was undoubtedly prompted by
the desire to prevent the ILA from getting
a legal contract.

Accordingly, for the first time in the
memory of longshoremen here, the Ryan
gang called a strike against the ship own-
ers who have refused the demands of the
union.

The New York longshoremen will not
have the kind of union they need and want
until they take over and run things on the
waterfront themselves.
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——EDITORIAL

Defend the rights of immigrants

There is growing recognition among working people
that the struggles for the rights of immigrants are a
necessary part of strengthening our class in face of the
employers’ assault on our jobs, wages, conditions, and
social gains. The Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride is
an indication of that understanding and of the spreading
mood of working-class resistance today.

The United States has been transformed by the biggest
wave of immigration in its history—4.5 million immigrants
arrived in the 1970s, 5.7 million in the 1980s, 11.3 million
in the 1990s, and 2 million just in the last two years. Today
an estimated 8 million workers do not have legal papers. Far
from wanting to keep them out, the employers have drawn
immigrants to this country in order to create a superex-
ploited layer of our class and to try to keep us divided.

The government has beefed up the immigration police
and stepped up workplace raids and the militarization of
the borders. Almost 2 million workers were detained on the
Southwest border last year. Since 2001, one million “no
match” letters have been sent warning bosses to crack down
on workers without proper Social Security cards. Even while
posing as “friends of immigrants,” Democrats and Republi-

cans have backed the deportations. Pitting U.S.-born against
foreign-born, “legal” against “illegal,” and even longer-term
immigrants against new arrivals, they have fueled the dema-
gogic lie that undocumented workers are a source of crime,
unemployment, and other social ills caused by capitalism.

In resisting the bosses’ assault, many working people
are concluding that we must join together, regardless of
nationality or legal status, in a common fight. The influx
of fellow workers born abroad has strengthened the work-
ing class. Workers from other countries bring their class-
struggle experiences and culture with them, breaking down
divisions among our ranks, and broadening our horizons. A
case in point is the successful struggle by immigrant work-
ers in California for the right to a driver’s license, which has
helped push back government probes to impose a national
ID card on all working people. The strike today by coal
miners—mostly Mexican-born—at a Kingston lignite mine
in Utah underscores the place of immigrant workers in the
struggles today to organize or defend our unions.

Stop the factory raids and deportations! No secret deten-
tions or trials! End the “no match” letters! For the right to
a driver’s license! Legal status for all immigrants now!

Cuban hijacker gets 20 years in jalil

Continued from front page
grenades later turned out to be fake.

The plane had to land in Havana for refueling. During
the 15-hour layover, Cuban and U.S. officials, including
President Fidel Castro and U.S. Interests Section chief
James Cason, “unsuccessfully warned Wilson about the
penalties for air piracy,” said the September 20 Miami
Herald. After Wilson released 21 passengers and refused
to give up, Cuban authorities allowed the plane to take
off for Florida.

Two U.S. Navy jets escorted the craft to Key West,
where Wilson was arrested. At his four-day trial there in
July, the jury deliberated for one hour before pronounc-
ing him guilty.

Earlier in September U.S. prosecutors expanded charges
against six other hijackers who seized a Cubana Airlines
DC-3 passenger plane during its Isle of Youth-Havana flight
on March 19. U.S. authorities arrested the six Cubans after
the plane landed in Key West, but refused to extradite them
or return the plane as the Cuban government had demanded.
The prosecution added counts of interfering with a flight
crew and conspiracy to the original charge of air piracy.
Earlier, defense attorneys, prosecutors, and FBI agents had
traveled to Cuba to investigate the case.

These incidents were among a string of seven hijackings
of Cuban planes and vessels between August 2002 and
April of this year. They have been fueled to a large degree
by Washington’s policies towards Cuba, which include
restricting the number of visas granted by the U.S. Inter-
ests Section in Havana to Cubans who apply to emigrate,

while encouraging Cubans to cross the Florida straits by any
means. The latter is codified in the Cuban Adjustment Act,
approved by U.S. Congress in 1966. This law encourages
people to leave Cuba for the United States by providing
virtually automatic asylum to any Cuban who lands on
Florida’s shores, regardless of any crimes they may have
committed to get there.

On April 11, after a speedy trial, Cuban authorities
convicted and executed three ringleaders of the hijacking
of a passenger ferry in Havana nine days earlier. No more
successful hijackings have taken place since then.

Washington used these executions to orchestrate a
campaign of slanders and threats against the revolutionary
government. It also used the earlier arrests and convictions
of 75 opponents of the Cuban Revolution found guilty and
imprisoned for collaborating with and getting funds from
U.S. officials in Cuba to advance the U.S. rulers’ economic
war on the Caribbean nation.

As the Cuban government held a firm stance in defending
the country’s sovereignty, however, U.S. authorities began
to prosecute some of the Cuban hijackers. According to a
September 19 Associated Press report, Washington also
fulfilled its promised quota this year for granting 20,000
visas to Cubans who apply to emigrate. It had slowed to a
trickle between October 2002 and April of this year. During
that period, the U.S. Interests Section in Havana had issued
only 700 such visas. Rafael Dausa, director of the Cuban
foreign ministry’s North America division, said in a state-
ment that the news was “a positive element for relations on
migration issues between Cuba and the United States.”

René Gonzalez replies to smears

Continued from Page 6

rights to express their opinions in Cuba. All they have to
do is to stand up at a nomination meeting and explain to
their neighbors that they want to take the country back to
1959, return the Cuban land to the United Fruit Company,
recall the terrorists that now live in Miami to the island
and give them their properties back, sell the country to the
transnationals and become themselves the political class
that will take care of all those people’s petty interests. If
their neighbors agree with them, they will be nominated
without having to spend a dollar.

But if they find themselves in front of a revolutionary
constituency—and their neighbors are committed to their
country and support the government of the people, for the
people, and by the people; and having fought and died
for their society, don’t want to betray the memory of the
patriots who have given their lives for the sovereignty and
independence of Cuba—no “dissident” will be nominated
nor will he obtain any vote.

And if they don’t deserve the confidence of their
people, they don’t have the right to go to the American
embassy—the last place | would think of as a haven for
democracy—to find a source of sovereignty that only lies
in Cubans.

Cuba, for more than 40 years, has faced a state of hos-
tility and war that has led to more than 3,000 deaths and
more than 2,000 injured on account of terrorist and armed
actions carried out by traitors paid, trained, and supplied by
the U.S. government. Those mercenaries were dealt with
through the legal system. They weren’t arbitrarily declared
“enemy” or “illegal” combatants, or disposed of through
a drone-launched rocket so that Fidel could pose to the
cameras declaring them “no longer a problem.” Nor were
they subjected to secret military tribunals, nor were their
families’ homes demolished by the Cuban military.

They were given sentences according to their involve-
ment in their terrorist activities instead of the irrational
punishment accorded here to the Puerto Rican patriots,
just for their affiliation to a given organization, or the
vindictive treatment given to me and my co-defendants
for protecting Cuba from those mercenaries who now,
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with their money and connections to the U.S. adminis-
tration, sponsor schemes like the one of the “dissidents”
or encourage illegal immigration from Cuba in order to
justify the aggressive policy against Cuba.

The Cuban people have had no other option than to
take their losses and to keep building the socialist society
that so many have fought for, leaving it to history to settle
questions of justice and relying on extreme patience and
enormous courage.

| don’t know how many real progressive people are
adhering to this campaign against Cuba. Things here are
so relative that somebody can be labeled as liberal just
for eating a hamburger with the left hand. And I’ve grown
used to see some on TV advertised as leftist just because
they are a little to the left of George Wallace.

But | assume there must be some genuine progressive
people among them; people who really care about human
rights and who honestly believe in justice, misguided by
a perverse media which leaves them without any other
reference when it comes to knowing what happens around
the world.... I’ve always had the greatest respect for honest
Americans who, overcoming the immense power of the
most sophisticated machinery of deception ever designed,
have been able to look beyond all of that to have a view
of world events that pays homage to this country. It takes
a lot of intelligence, curiosity, courage, and, above all, a
lot of sensitivity.

| want to appeal to that sensitivity and, with all due re-
spect, invite you to think of this: It was one thing to be a
Roman citizen, with all privileges accorded to full citizen-
ship, discussing democracy and liberty on the senate or on
the streets of Rome; and another thing, completely different,
to be fighting for that democracy and that liberty, in the
field, against all odds, under the siege of Pompeii legions,
defending your very life together with Spartacus.

Very truly yours,

René Gonzalez Sehwerert
Federal Correctional Institution
Edgefield, South Carolina

cc: The Progressive

Is French capitalism
to blame for 15,000
deaths in heat wave?

BY PATRICK O’NEILL

Two readers objected to an article in the September 22
issue, headlined, “French capitalism kills 12,000 during
heat wave, Paris blames ‘mother nature,”” which reported
the massive death toll in France during early August.

Before taking up the main questions they raise, let’s first
clear up one issue raised by Stefan Metzeler in this week’s
letters column. “France was the ONLY country where the
elderly died in such great numbers,” he writes. But the
Italian government, for one, admitted September 11 that
at least 4,175 more people older than 65 died there than in
the same period a year ago. Other governments reported
increased death rates, too.

REPLY TO A READER

In disagreeing with the statement that capitalism is to
blame for the death count, which had risen to 15,000 by
September 9, Metzeler and Gene Montalvo, whose letter
was published last week, repeat the fallacy that the French
government and economic system are “socialist.” Montalvo
writes, “I fail to see how capitalism is responsible for a
socialist government’s response to heat deaths.” Metzeler
states this week, “France is BY FAR the most collectivist,
socialist, and centralized country in all of Europe.”

How does this square with the facts? Today’s so-called
“socialist” French government is a conservative coalition
led by the Gaullists. The Gaullists have been the dominant
big-business party in France for decades.

For their part, despite their names, the Socialist and
Communist parties have nothing to do with socialism or
communism. The SP is a social democratic party and the
CP is a Stalinist organization. Both follow a course of try-
ing to reform or patch up capitalism and administering the
capitalist state, not of organizing a revolutionary movement
of working people to take power out of the hands of the
billionaire ruling families and establish a government of
workers and farmers.

For nine decades, since they helped drag workers and
farmers into World War | as cannon fodder for the imperi-
alist rulers in France, SP leaders have acted to defend the
interests at home and abroad of big business. In the 1930s,
by heading up a Popular Front government that included
representatives of the CP and capitalist parties, they helped
the capitalists derail a massive working-class upsurge and
block workers and farmers from contending for power.

Through their struggles over the decades, working people
in France have extracted concessions from the bosses, from
the reduction of working hours to vacation pay, pensions,
free health services, and other social rights. But the capital-
ist families—the owners of Michelin, Crédit Lyonnais, and
the like—remain the ruling class and use the state to protect
their interests, waging an offensive to erode these gains.

Over the past year we have been hearing shriller denunci-
ations of the French government among big-business circles
in the United States and other imperialist countries—from
the United Kingdom to Switzerland.

This is for two reasons. One is the hatred of bosses every-
where for the example set by working people in France in
their resistance to the attacks by the bosses and the govern-
ment. In their view, Paris needs to push harder to roll back
pensions, raise the retirement age, and weaken unions.

Sharpening inter-imperialist rivalry

The second—and main—reason is the sharpening ri-
valry between imperialist powers over markets and natural
resources around the globe. The anti-French rhetoric goes
along with efforts by Washington to shove Paris aside in
the ongoing dispute over control of the Mideast, Africa,
and other regions.

Scoffing at “socialist France,” Montalvo extols the vir-
tues of capitalism in the United States. Government and
private agencies “act rapidly to assist the elderly in dealing
with heat dangers,” he claims.

What is the situation facing the elderly in the United
States? The figures on hunger among retired people suggest
that they should not expect timely and generous action from
state or churches if a heat wave should hit next summer.
One in four senior citizens suffered from malnutrition by the
early 1990s, early in the current crisis. A December 2002
report commissioned by city mayors said that requests for
food assistance by the elderly had increased by 19 percent
over the previous 12 months. Authorities should prepare
for “the coming senior bubble and the predictable wide-
spread hunger among aging, working-poor baby boomers
who have inadequate retirement plans,” it said.

“The capitalist does not care about the first thirteen years
of workers’ lives,” Jack Barnes observes in Capitalism’s
World Disorder, “then he cares about our ability to work
hard for the next fifty years; then he hopes we die quickly.
That coarse attitude is what the rulers try to get layers of
the working population to accept as well.”

That is the essence of the bosses’ attitude toward what
they consider the “non-productive” members of the toiling
classes. It underscores why we need to follow the example
of workers and farmers in Russia in 1917, and Cuba in
1959, and forge a powerful movement with a revolutionary
leadership to overthrow the capitalist system. That will open
the way to the first steps in the construction of socialism
on a worldwide basis.



‘I won’t start WW 11 for you’

British general told Wesley Clark in Kosova in 1999

BY PATRICK O’NEILL
AND SAM MANUEL

Former army general and NATO com-
mander Wesley Clark—the man who four
years ago ordered British troops to speed to
Pristina airport in advance of Russian forces
during the Kosova war, only to be rebuffed
by a less trigger-happy British subordi-
nate—entered the race for the Democratic
Party presidential nomination September
17. He quickly emerged as the front-run-
ner among the 10 Democratic candidates,
and has received unofficial backing from
former president William Clinton and other
prominent figures.

Clark and his supporters campaign on
his military record, as well as on his liberal
positions on abortion and other social ques-
tions. They point in particular to his record
as a military officer in Yugoslavia.

In 1995 Clark was top military adviser
to the White House negotiators as they im-
posed the Dayton accords, which set up the
U.S.-led NATO occupation of Bosnia, after
U.S. and British planes carried out 3,000
air attacks against Serbian forces between
February 1994 and September 1995. The of-
fensive and accords that followed reinforced
Washington’s dominant position over the
imperialist powers in Europe.

Three and a half years later, as NATO
commander, Clark oversaw the 78-day
U.S. and British bombing war on Serbia
and Kosova. Yugoslavia’s working people
were the main targets of NATO’s assault.
The U.S. Air Force, backed by its British
counterpart, bombed out factories, hous-

ing, bridges, communications centers, oil
depots, and hospitals, in addition to military
installations.

After the war, Kosova was carved up
among the military forces of five NATO
imperialist powers—France, Germany, Italy,
the United Kingdom, and the United States.
By 2001, the occupying forces amounted to
42,500 troops.

Finding itself frozen out of this postwar
carve-up, Moscow, which had backed the
assault and successfully pressured the
Serbian regime of Slobodan Milosevic to
capitulate, dispatched 200 troops from Bos-
nia to Kosova’s Pristina airport. Clark “im-
mediately ordered 500 British and French
paratroopers to be put on standby to occupy
the airport,” reported the BBC in August
2000, in an account of a documentary film
about the incident.

Clark’s order was blocked by Gen. Mi-
chael Jackson, the commander of the Brit-
ish forces. “I’m not going to start the Third
World War for you,” he told Clark during a
“heated exchange.”

“Confront them,” said Clark, in another
account carried by the August 20, 1999,
Guardian. “Not unless you’re prepared
to see lots of Russian bodies,” Jackson
replied.

As the standoff unfolded, Moscow pre-
pared to fly in thousands of reinforcements.
“We had battalions of paratroopers ready to
leave within two hours,” said Russian gen-
eral Leonid Ivashev. Clark then directed U.S.
admiral James Ellis, the head of NATO’s
southern command, to order helicopters,

along with British tanks and
armored cars, onto the runway
to prevent the Russian transport
planes from landing. “Ellis
replied that the British General
Jackson would oppose such a
move,” reported the Guardian.

Clinton’s White House gave
Clark the “brush-off” when he
complained about the British
generals’ actions, which had been
endorsed by the British govern-
ment, said the British daily. Clark
had earlier advocated the use of
U.S. ground troops and attack he-
licopters in the 1999 assault—a
move opposed by Clinton.

In the end, the Hungarian gov-
ernment, under pressure from
Washington, refused to allow the
Russian cargo planes to overfly its
territory. Clark agreed to provide
supplies to the Russian paratroop-
ers stranded at the airport. Meanwhile, Rus-
sian and NATO officials cut a deal in which
3,600 Russian troops would function as part
of the NATO occupation, under their own
officers but without the separate zone that
Moscow had pushed for.

Clark was cashiered in July 1999, the
month following the Pristina crisis. Ac-
cording to Clark, Clinton subsequently
told him that “I had nothing to do with” the
early retirement.

Clinton welcomed Clark’s candidacy, re-
ferring to the general and Senator Hillary
Clinton as the “two stars” of the Demaocratic

Washington aids Tel Aviv’s plans to remove Arafat

Continued from front page

Washington’s approval.

“That’s why we are now stalled,” Bush
added, referring to the U.S- brokered “road
map for peace” in the Middle East, which
he had signed earlier in Agaba, Jordan,
along with Abbas and Israeli prime min-
ister Ariel Sharon. The plan is another
attempt to stifle the Palestinian national
liberation struggle. It promises a Palestin-
ian state in 2005 on a patchwork of land
in the occupied territories. In exchange,
it demands that the Palestinian Authority
clamp down on those organizing suicide
bombings and other attacks against Isreali
targets and put together a leadership to
Washington’s liking.

Promoting this drive by the U.S. rulers,
Bush continued, “Hopefully, at some point
in time, a leadership of the Palestinian Au-
thority will emerge which will then commit
itself 100 percent to fighting terror.”

U.S. ambassador to the UN John Negro-
ponte said that the Security Council resolu-
tion lacked a “robust condemnation” of the
Palestinian groups Hamas, Islamic Jihad,
and the Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades—all on
Washington’s “terrorist™ list.

A September 19 emergency session of
the UN General Assembly passed a reso-
lution similar to the one Washington had
vetoed in the Security Council. Only the
governments of the United States, Israel,

Micronesia, and the Marshall Islands voted
against the proposal, which passed with
133 votes in favor and 15 abstaintions.

The next day, more than 1,000 Pales-
tinians turned out in the West Bank cities
of Hebron and Bethlehem to protest the
Israeli threats against Arafat. At the same
time, thousands of Israelis marched to the
defense ministry to protest Tel Aviv’s oc-
cupation of the West Bank and Gaza.

The Israeli cabinet had announced Sep-
tember 11 that it would “act to remove”
Avrafat. Israeli vice prime minister Ehud
Olmert told Israel radio, “The question is:
How are we going to do it? Expulsion is
certainly one of the options, and killing is
also one of the options.” A day later, Israeli
foreign minister Silvan Shalom said that
killing Arafat was “not the official policy
of the Israeli government.”

Ahmed Qurie, the new Palestinian
prime minister, called Bush’s charges
against Arafat “regrettable and harm-
ful.” Tel Aviv insists that the Palestinian
Authority crack down on Hamas, Islamic
Jihad, and the Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades.
In response, Qurie and other Palestinian
officials called for a ceasefire, which Tel
Aviv rejected. Israeli defense minister
Shaul Mofaz, among those who favor de-
porting Arafat, said Qurie could win Tel
Aviv’s collaboration only by going after
Hamas and other groups.

On September 18, 13 Palestinians were
wounded, following a firefight between
PA security forces and Hamas militants.
Palestinian officials accused Hamas of
burning down a police station, attacking it
with grenades, and kidnapping a high-rank-
ing PA security official. A statement from
the Palestinian interior ministry said seven
members of Hamas had been arrested. The
ministry is headed by Muhammad Dahlan,
whom Abbas appointed before his resigna-
tion. Hamas accused Dahlan of provoking
a fight to undermine efforts by Qurie to
form a new cabinet, which may include a
Hamas supporter.

In recent weeks, Tel Aviv has stepped
up its efforts to kill Hamas leaders. On
September 16, Israeli tanks surrounded
the West Bank home of Majid Abu Dosh,
killing Dosh as he attempted to leave. As
is customary, the Israeli military then de-
molished Dosh’s home with bulldozers.
The Israeli army conducted its largest raid
into the Gaza Strip September 18, killing
Hamas member Jihad Abu Shwairah. The
West Bank city of Jenin was also put under
a curfew.

Over the last month, Israeli forces have
killed 13 members of Hamas and at least
six civilians in Tel Aviv’s campaign to de-
stroy the group, including a failed attempt
September 6 to murder Hamas founder
Sheik Ahmed Yassin.
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NATO commander Wesley Clark at Tirana air-
port, Albania, May 4, 1999, after visiting NATO
forces involved in bombing of Yugoslavia.

Party. Other party stalwarts also expressed
enthusiasm, emphasizing Clark’s military
and “national security” credentials. New
York congressman Charles Rangel said
that Clark is “Teflon to the question of be-
ing a patriot.”

Like several other Democratic Party
candidates, Clark has criticized the present
government’s conduct of the Irag occupa-
tion. “The Bush administration has thus far
refused to engage our allies through NATO,”
he wrote disapprovingly in a column in the
September Washington Monthly.

On September 18 Clark told reporters
that despite being “conflicted” he “probably
would have voted for” the Congressional
resolution that authorized the invasion of
Irag. Referring to fellow candidate Howard
Dean, he said, “I think he’s right. That in ret-
rospect we should never have gone in there.
But on the other hand, he wasn’t inside the
bubble of those who were exposed to the
information.”

According to the New York Times, Clark
also that he would “probably oppose”
President Bush’s request for $87 million to
finance the postwar occupation, although
“he could see circumstances in which he
might support sending even more money
into the country.”
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California campaign

After many years absence, due
to reactionary campaign laws, it’s
simply fantastic to have a real al-
ternative for workers, seniors, and
students on the California ballot.
The capitalist class is certain to
attempt to shore up this “recall
loophole” from the 20th century.

The Britton for Governor cam-
paign is on the side of all students,
I am sure, but it would be useful to
spell out to some degree the social-
ist position on college fees, incred-
ible student debt, and cutbacks at
every grade level throughout the
state.

I am a transit worker of 27
years and often come into contact
with students of all ages—ever
increasing fees and cutbacks are a
hot topic. | believe students today
are every bit as capable as we were
in the 70s in opposing imperialist

wars and capitalist plunder, includ-
ing on the campuses. But a boost
from a genuine socialist campaign
is sorely needed.

Rick Trujillo,

San Jose, California

Liberia

Enclosed find a $35 donation.
I would appreciate a little data on
the history of ship registry in Li-
beria, and its connection with the
current events. And why Charles
Taylor has fallen from favor with
the big-business henchmen that
originally placed him in power.
Horace Kerr
Denver, Colorado

Imperialism

I am an electrician and have
been a union man for years. | find
you web site interesting, but I no-
tice you use the term “imperialist”

quite frequently.

In order that | might better
understand the articles, please let
me know what you mean when
you use this term. Do you use it
as a general term, or does it have
a specific meaning?

Ken Berg
by e-mail

French socialism?

I’ve come across your explana-
tion of the more than 11,000 heat
deaths in France and would like
to comment. Being a Swiss citi-
zen from the French speaking area
of Switzerland, I’ve followed the
issue closely and | know French
politics extremely well.

The heat wave this summer was
universal all over Europe, includ-
ing Spain, Italy, Germany, and, of
course, Switzerland. We’ve had
temperatures of over 41.5° Celsius,

atthe very least as hot as in France,
if not even hotter.

Strangely, France was the ONLY
country where the elderly died in
such great numbers during this
heat wave.

How is France different from
its neighboring countries? Simple,
plain, and obvious: France is BY
FAR the most collectivist, social-
ist, and centralized country in all
of Europe! Government controls
pretty much all aspects of society
and over 60 percent of the total
economy.

Your title of “French capitalism
kills 12,000 during heat wave” can
at best be considered ironic, since
“French capitalism” is practically
an oxymoron.

The only “capitalism” to be
found in France is STATE capi-
talism, which is of course the ex-
act inverse of true capitalism, as

still found in Switzerland or the
US.A.

In France, you can see more
homeless than in the U.S.A. by
now. Violence also has surpassed
U.S. rates.

Many young French people
dream of emigrating because of
the miserable economic outlook
in their own country. I’m person-
ally assisting several to immigrate
to Switzerland.

Stefan Metzeler
by e-mail

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on
subjects of interest to working
people.

Please keep your letters brief.
Where necessary they will be
abridged. Please indicate if you
prefer that your initials be used
rather than your full name.
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Swedish voters reject adopting euro

BY CATHARINA TIRSEN

GOTHENBURG, Sweden—By a mar-
gin of 56 percent to 42 percent voters in
Sweden rejected a proposal to adopt the
euro as the nation’s currency in place of
the krona in a September 14 referendum.
More than 81 percent of those eligible par-
ticipated in the vote, a higher figure than in
the 2002 elections for parliament.

Not even the murder of pro-euro foreign
minister Anna Lindh a few days before the
referendum produced a large enough num-
ber of sympathy yes votes for integrating
Sweden more fully into the European
Monetary Union (EMU).

Most employers and the big-business
media, as well as a majority of members
of parliament, campaigned for a yes vote.
Sweden was “gripped by a political cam-
paign whose scale and one-sidedness is
without precedent in this Nordic country,”
said the British Financial Times.

A small minority of employers and
bourgeois politicians did campaign for a
no vote. Stockholm had initially been re-
luctant to join the European Union (EU),
and, together with the governments of Den-
mark and the United Kingdom, refused to
adopt its common currency, thus keeping
one door open to more collaboration with
Washington. “Germany and France have
big problems,” noted one Swedish capital-
ist after the vote, referring to the leading
powers in the EU. “Are we going to suffer
for that?”

As the euro gained strength vis-a-vis
the dollar, the rulers in Stockholm began
to shift their position. A congress of the
Social Democratic Party, the dominant
political force in Swedish politics for the
last 70 years, adopted a position in favor
of the euro in 2000.

End of Cold War weakened Stockholm

Half of the members of the Social
Democratic Party, however, voted against
the euro, as did 65 percent of members
of the union federation LO, traditionally
dominated by the Social Demaocrats.

“The end of the ‘Cold War’ has af-
fected Swedish imperialism,” explained
Anita Ostling, speaking for the Commu-
nist League at a Militant Labor Forum in
Gothenburg September 20. “Before that,
Swedish imperialism could maneuver be-
tween the stronger imperialist countries
and the workers states in eastern Europe,
presenting an image of itself as ‘neutral.’
This is no longer possible. Besides, there
are no suitors offering collaboration that
will benefit the Swedish rulers. This
makes Swedish imperialism weaker than
ever.”

Ostling described how the “weapons in-
spectors,” Stockholm’s preferred method of
subjugating and controlling Iraq and its oil
riches, had been run over as Washington
and London went to war against Baghdad.
Then, as Prime Minister Gdran Persson was
most intensively campaigning for Sweden
to join the euro, Berlin and Paris declared
they would not abide by the rules of the
Stability and Growth Pact, an agreement
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among EMU members to limit inflation
and budget deficits in order to maintain
the euro as a stable currency.

“Another effect of the end of the Cold
War, as well as the initial stages of eco-
nomic depression, is the weakening of
social democracy,” added Ostling. “We
did not see the apparatus of the Social
Democratic Party enter work places like
a locomotive to convince workers how to
vote. That monolith too is weaker.”

“The labor movement was split and
Social Democratic leader Goéran Persson
failed to lead it,” complained Lars Lejon-
borg, leader of the People’s Party Liberals.
He blamed the no vote victory on “myths
promoted by the Social Democrats that
‘Sweden is best,” ‘we have nothing to
learn from others,” ‘we are best on our
own.”” Other bourgeois party leaders like
AIf Svensson of the Christian Democrats
and Bo Lundgren of the Moderate Rally
conservative party proposed that the Social
Democratic government end its collabora-
tion with the Left Party and Green Party en-
vironmentalists, who had campaigned for a
no vote, in order to work more closely with
other bourgeois political forces.

Employers demand compensation

Immediately after the referendum, rep-
resentatives of employers’ organization and
businessmen demanded compensation for
the weaker competitive position they said
they would face because of the no vote.
Jakob Wallenberg, of the dominant Wal-
lenberg family, hoped that the “yes side”
would continue to work together “to make

Sweden more competitive. That means
more education, higher productivity in in-
dustry, and increased incentives for private
ownership.”

In his “Declaration of Government” on
September 16, given by the prime minister
at the traditional opening of parliament in
the fall, Géran Persson promised to adopt
“forceful actions that will strengthen Swed-
ish companies, trade and growth.” He said
he would revise tax laws to the benefit of
big business and offered “a broad collabo-
ration” to opposition parties, trade unions,
and employers.

Anders Jonsson, columnist in the Swed-
ish daily Svenska Dagbladet, cautioned the
prime minister against making promises in
his declaration to “maintain resources for
education and health care. The citizens
can read almost every day about munici-
pal governments [in charge of health care]
facing big deficits and schools that must cut
budgets. Reality across the country seems
to correspond poorly to what is being said
from the rostrum of parliament.”

Reactions by imperialist rivals

The result of the referendum on the euro
is but one sign of increased difficulties for
the European Union as it enters its first re-
cession since the adoption of the common
currency for 12 of its 15 members. Berlin,
Paris, and Rome, with the three largest
economies in the EU, are not complying
with the budget rules initiated by the rul-
ers in Germany and France in 1997, thus
shifting their economic problems onto their
smaller rivals. This drew complaints from

representatives of smaller capitalist powers
at the meeting of EU finance ministers in
Stresa, Italy, on September 13-14. With
the German and French rulers project-
ing a third and fourth consecutive year
of budget deficits respectively larger than
the 3 percent limit under EU rules, “who
can you trust in the future development of
Europe?” said the governor of the Dutch
central bank.

With a planned expansion bringing
in 10 new members next year, Europe,
writes Alan Cowell in the New York Times,
“could soon be perceived as falling into
three castes,” with a majority of the new
members in eastern Europe having to
“make wrenching economic adjustments”
to comply with the demands in the Growth
and Stability Pact; the three countries still
outside the common currency; and the 12
nations presently using the euro, led by
Germany and France.

This development was welcomed by
the New York Post on September 18. An
editorial in the conservative daily said the
no vote in Sweden would “help slow the
evolution of the European Union from a
free-trade pact into a single French-domi-
nated European superstate, designed to
challenge American power and protect
European statism,” which is where “Eu-
rope’s Francophile elites are bent on taking
the E.U.” From the point of view of the
editors of the Post, “anything that upsets
the Franco-German agenda of creating a
Europe run for the benefit of Paris and
Berlin—and to America’s detriment—is
a positive development.”

Scotland: 2,000 demand closure of Dungavel

Immigration jail at union-sponsored rally

BY PAMELA HOLMES

STRATHAVEN, Lanarkshire—Men,
women, and children waved down to dem-
onstrators from the windows of Dungavel
Detention Centre September 6. The 2,000
protesters had assembled to demand the clo-
sure of this prison, in which asylum seekers
are detained before being deported.

The unprecedented level of participation
by immigrant workers strengthened the ac-
tion, called by the Scottish Trade Union
Congress to mark the second anniversary
of the center. The rally won broad backing
from trade unions, political parties, and re-
ligious and welfare organizations, and was
about 10 times the size of a protest this time
a year ago. The Glasgow Refugee Action
Group, the newly formed Scottish African
Refugee Community Association, and oth-
er immigrant rights organizations brought
about one-third of the participants.

Ten double-decker buses carrying more
than 600 people from Glasgow wound
their way down the narrow country lanes
to reach the prison’s rural site. More than
400 people had attended a public meeting
the previous night in Glasgow to pro-
test against the detention of children at
Dungavel. At one point, several hundred
protesters maintained a barrage of blows
against the perimeter fence, chanting,
“Scotland’s shame; Shut it down!”

Militant reporters spoke with immigrant
workers from the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Kurdistan, Irag, Afghanistan, and
Senegal. Many spoke of their battles to gain
the right to live and work in this country
and carried documents showing what stage
they were at in the long drawn-out legal
process. Also present were small groups of
more established immigrant workers from
the Indian subcontinent.

“It’s good to be free again,” Mercy Ikolo
told the crowd. lkolo, who is from Cam-
eroon, has been living in Ireland for more
than a year. She was returning to Dublin
August 17 after visiting friends in Scot-
land when she and her Irish-born daughter
were detained by immigration authorities
at the Scottish port of Stranraer and sent
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Chanting “Shut it down!”” protesters gathered at the Dungavel immigration jail.

to Dungavel. Mothers cannot feed their
children outside of the center’s set meal
times, she said—whether or not they have
eaten. Every movement is monitored, she
said, and noted the difficulty in getting ac-
cess to attorneys.

Glasgow Refugee Action Group repre-
sentative Mohammed Naveen Asif called on
participants to continue organizing, while
Aamer Anwar, who acts as lawyer for many
of the detainees, urged protesters to turn up
to fill the court each time a case is heard.

As we waited to board the buses back to
Glasgow, a group of young Asian women
chanted, “One, two, three, four, we don’t
want Dungavel no more; Five, six, seven,
eight, we don’t want no racist hate!”

In the days leading up to the demonstra-
tion, newspapers carried a number of stories
about conditions inside Dungavel, focusing
on the imprisonment of children and help-

ing show how arbitrary and unlimited the
detentions often are. One report told the
story of Fatima Jailana Muse from Somalia.
Despite her husband having indefinite leave
to remain in the United Kingdom, Muse is
in Dungavel with her two daughters. Her
jailers cut off her allowance of £3.50 (£1 =
$1.58) after she took a Weetabix biscuit to
her room to feed her baby, who was unable
to eat at the set time. In spite of the growing
controversy, and criticism by the Scottish
National Party opposition, the first minister
of the executive of the Scottish parliament,
Jack McConnell of the Labour Party, has
refused to take a stand. “Asylum and immi-
gration are reserved to the UK government,”
said a spokesman. “The Executive does not
interfere in policies reserved to Westmin-
ster and by the same token they would not
interfere in issues that are devolved” to the
Scottish parliament.
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