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Australian 
government 
brutalizes 
• • tmmtgrants 

BY RON POULSEN 
SYDNEY, Australia-Chanting "Free the 

refugees!" and "Open the borders! Close the 
detention camps!" more than 200 mainly 
youthful protesters gathered at the newly for­
tified barriers outside Villawood Detention 
Centre in Sydney January 27. The rally was 
in support of a 15-day hunger strike and other 
protests by hundreds of detainees behind the 
razor wire of Canberra's often remote refu­
gee camps. Similar actions took place in other 
cities and towns across the country. 

The refugees' actions erupted in resis­
tance to the brutal Australian government 
policy, the most extreme in the world, of 
mandatory detention of all asylum-seekers 
who land without papers. The 582 children 
in detention include 53 unaccompanied mi­
nors. One-fifth of adult detainees are 
women, with or without their families. Some 
children born in detention have never seen 
the world outside the razor wire. 

Despite Canberra's bluster that it has not 
deviated at all from its hard line, as we go to 
press on January 30 it appears the govern­
ment has made some concessions to the pro­
testers, leading them to suspend their hun­
ger strike. This includes restarting the pro­
cessing of Afghan and other visas, releasing 
some children, and possibly moving to phase 
out the worst detention center at Woomera. 

The hunger strike, along with other pro­
test actions by hundreds of men, women, 
and children seeking asylum in Australia, 
began January 15 in Woomera, located in 
the baking-hot South-Australian desert. 
Continual protests have occurred at the 
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Longshoremen, 
students back 
fired garment 
worker's fight 
BY NAOMI CRAINE 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina-Michael 
Italie spent two days in the Carolinas build­
ing support for the fight against his political 
firing by Goodwill Industries in Miami. He 
spoke with dockworkers in South Carolina, 
won backing from a longshore union leader, 
and spoke with students here, gaining new 
support in a nationwide fight to be reinstated 
to his job as a gru:ment worker. 

More than 30 people attended a meeting 
at the University ofNorth Carolina in Char­
lotte (UNCC) January 23 to learn about 
Italie's fight to defend workers' rights. Join­
ing him on the platform was Ahmad Daniels, 
the former director of minority affairs in 
Mecklenburg County. Daniels was forced 
to resign from that post last October, after 
he wrote a letter to a local paper stating that 
the fight against racism didn't end on Sep­
tember 11. 

Several people traveled to the meeting 
from Greensboro, over an hour away, in­
cluding four young people who heard about 
the meeting at a Palestinian rights protest a 
week earlier. 

Virginia Jordan of the UNCC Campus 
Greens welcomed people to the event and 
introduced ltalie, noting the importance of 
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Bipartisan 'two-front war' 
aimed at working people 
U.S. assault at 'home and abroad' is meeting resistance 
BY MAURICE WILLIAMS 

"This is a two-front war," U.S. president 
George Bush declared to the U.S. Confer­
ence of Mayors. "Overseas we're fighting 
and at home we're fighting." Speaking to 
300 mayors at the January 24 meeting, Bush 
laid out in no uncertain terms the course U.S. 
imperialism seeks to follow against work­
ing people at home and abroad. 

Included in the steps the U.S. rulers would 
like to take are further militarization of the 
country, expanded spying operations at 
home, and harsher measures against immi­
grants. 

In a prelude to his State of the Union ad­
dress, itself cast in a war atmosphere, the 
president announced proposals to double the 
budget for ''homeland defense" to $38 bil­
lion and add $48 billion to the country's mili­
tary budget. The president also proposed to 
boost spending for "border security" to $11 
billion. including a 29 percent increase for 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS). Bush used the meetings to outline the 
financial allocations for Washington's assault 
on workers at home and abroad. 

Central to the war at home, Bush said, 
are measures targeting immigrants. High on 
the list are those who have overstayed their 
visas. 'The INS estimates that 40 percent 
of the people who are here illegally have 
overstayed their visa," he said. "One of the 
things we want to make sure of is we find 
the 40 percent to make sure they're not part 
of some a! Qaeda network that wants to hit 
the United States. And so we're looking, 
we're listening, and we're following every 
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New Tarleton 
Members of Desis Rising Up and Moving (DRUM) hold rally January 21 on Martin 
Luther King Day holiday at Union Square in Manhattan before leaving on bus to pro­
test detention of Arab and South Asian immigrants at Hudson and Passaic County 
jails in New Jersey. The New Jersey actions drew some 300 people. 

'Jail killer cops,' demands Miami action 
BY LARRY TUCKER 
AND MARY ANN SCHMIDT 

MIAMI-Two hundred people rallied here 
January 26 as part of ongoing protests to de­
mand the prosecution of the cop who shot 
and killed Black youth Eddie Macklin dur­
ing the Martin Luther King Day march. Dur­
ing the King Day activity January 21 a cop 
jumped on the car Macklin was driving and 
shot him dead through the front window. 

Fifteen hours prior to the action, Miami 
Dade police had also unloaded their guns, 

shooting 23-year-old Orrett Kerr in Liberty 
City, a few blocks away from where Macklin 
was gunned down. Two days later police 
killed a homeless man with a record of men­
tal illness after shooting him with a non-le­
thal Taser stun gun in a hotel lobby. 

Police say they shot Kerr in the back dur­
ing a scuffle, claiming he fired a gun at an 
officer, grazing his face with a bullet. Kerr is 
in stable condition at a local hospital, while 
Officer Roderick Passmore, who is also 
Black, is on administrative leave with pay. 

Eyewitnesses insist Kerr had no gun. It will 
be weeks before test results of the gunpow­
der from the officers face will be returned. 

These two shootings occurred five 
months after a recent investigation of Mi­
ami police led to 13 indictments by a fed­
eral grand jury on charges of planting guns, 
lying, and obstructing justice. 

Linda Faye, who lives across the street 
from the scene of the incident, told the Mi­
ami Herald, "This has got to stop. Too much 
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SWP leadership: join with young socialists and 
proletarian fighters to build the communist movement 
BY GREG McCARTAN 
AND MAURICE WILLIAMS 

NEWYORK-"Today there are proletar­
ian and vanguard leaders in countries all 
over the world," said Socialist Workers Party 
national secretary Jack Barnes at a meeting 
here of 130 people on January 26. "We need 
to let them know that they are communists 
but they just don't know it yet. Only by 
knowing it, and banding together with oth­
ers in a proletarian party, can we organize 
to fight and win." 

This world-historic fact, and the question 
of what steps to take to more effectively 
organize the members of the Socialist Work­
ers Party and Young Socialists, together with 
proletarian fighters attracted to socialism, 
were the central themes of the event held at 

the Pathfinder Building. 
Featured at the front of the meeting, and 

on sale for the first time, was From the 
Escambray to the Congo: In the Whirlwind 
of the Cuban Revolution in both English and 
Spanish. The new book by Cuban revolu-

tionary leader Victor Dreke was edited by 
Mary-Alice Waters, who was one ofthe key­
note speakers at the event. 

The meeting took place in the midst of 
two days' volunteer labor by nearly 90 
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Now available from Pathfinder 
From the Es~ambray to the Congo: 

In tJte Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution 
•:• Interview with Victor Dreke, leading participant in Cuba's 
revolutionary movement. (• Join in the international campaign to 
read, sell, and distribute this new title. Order your copy now! 
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Argentine regime 
pressed to abide by 
imperialist 'rules' 
BY MARTIN KOPPEL 

Pressured by imperialist governments to 
present a "sustainable" economic program, 
that is, one that protects the interests of 
wealthy foreign investors, the Argentine 
government sent Foreign Minister Carlos 
Ruckauf to Washington January 28-29 to 
assure U.S. officials that it will abide by "the 
rules of the game." 

The administration of President Eduardo 
Duhalde is seeking new loans to resume in­
terest payments on its existing foreign debt 
of$141 billion. The government suspended 
payments in late December after defaulting 
on the debt. 

At the same time, the government is feel­
ing the heat at home from daily demonstra­
tions by working people and others devas­
tated by the economic collapse. In late Janu­
ary thousands of unemployed workers took 
to the streets ofBuenosAires, while middle­
class protesters held pot-banging actions 
known as cacerolazos. 

Duhalde was appointed by Argentina's 
congress January 1 after a nationwide erup­
tion of mass protests forced the resignation 
of President Fernando de la Rua December 
20. Duhalde, a leader of the Peronist party, 
has tried to defuse the protests by posing as 
a friend of "the people." 

Since World War II Peronism has had 
overwhelming support among working 
people. Juan Peron, who was president in 
1946-55 and again in 1973-74, promoted 
the image of a champion of workers who 
stood up to imperialism, while tying the 
unions to his Justicialist Party and to the 
capitalist state. Although the Peronists' im­
age has been tarnished, especially after a 
decade of assaults on workers' jobs, wages, 
and social rights under the Justicialist ad­
ministration of Carlos Menem in the 1990s, 
the labor movement remains that party's 
base of support. 

One ofDuhalde's first actions was to de­
value the peso, which since 1991 had been 
pegged to the U.S. dollar at a one-to-one 
exchange rate, an increasingly unsustainable 

policy as Argentina's economy weakened. 
Two exchange rates were established, one 
fixed at 1.40 pesos to the dollar for busi­
ness and trade, and a floating rate for most 
individuals that has now plunged to 1.8 pe­
sos to the dollar. 

The devaluation has led to price hikes for 
many consumer goods, including a 30 per­
cent increase for all imports, from medicine 
to food. Everything that was dollar-denomi­
nated, from utility bills to car loans and 
mortgages, has gone up. 

The government's partial freeze on bank 
withdrawals has particularly squeezed small 
merchants and professionals. After promis­
ing to return deposits in their original form, 
the government backtracked and announced 
that those accounts would be redeemable 
only in devalued pesos because there sim­
ply weren't dollars left. 

To lessen the blow to the middle classes, 
the Duhalde administration has slightly re­
laxed the bank restrictions, converted dol­
lar debts under $100,000 into devalued pe­
sos one-to-one, and announced it is consid­
ering doing so for loans over $100,000. It 
has also promised to compensate banks for 
the losses. 

The new government initially announced 
a stance of pursuing closer trade ties with 
European imperialist powers, which 
Ruckauf called a shift toward "polygamy" 
away from the policy of abject subordina­
tion to U.S. imperialism that Menem had 
boasted of as "carnal relations" and "auto­
matic alignment." 

In another move to strengthenArgentina 's 
maneuvering room with imperialism, the 
government in Buenos Aires has pledged to 
improve relations with its neighbor in Bra­
zil and promote the regional trade block 
Mercosur._ 

Imperialists let Argentina take the blow 
After years of U.S. support for pouring 

billions of dollars in loans to Argentina­
which has increasingly chained the nation 
to imperialist debt bondage, with workers 
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of public employees in December to protest rising unemployment and growing social 
crisis. Devaluation of nation's currency has sparked price hikes in many consumer goods. 
Demonstrations have demanded regime keep promise to create I million jobs. 

and farmers bearing the brunt of the 
squeeze-the Bush administration in De­
cember opposed further credits to bail it out 
and forestall default. The imperialist ruling 
families decided to let Argentina take the 
blow, even at the cost of some banks and 
companies going under, with the aim of 
buying up cheaply the bankrupt businesses 
while minimizing their own losses. 

Argentine officials sputtered in protest. 
In response to criticism from International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) officials that the dual 
exchange rate was not viable and to their 
demands for a "coherent" economic plan, 
Deputy Economy Minister Jorge Todesca 
declared, 'They should talk less if they don't 
have anything interesting to say." 

Imperialist spokespeople quickly cranked 
up the pressure and reminded the Argentine 
government of its subordinate place. An ar­
ticle in the February 4 issue of Fortune 
magazine warned that the policies of Buenos 
Aires "could help drive a region once firmly 
in the democracy-oriented, laissez-faire 
camp back toward the old, state-dominated 
political and economic model" that marked 
Argentina from World War II until Menem 
took office in 1989. 

An editorial in the BritishFinancial Times 
chastised Duhalde for his "populist ges­
tures" and warned that "he must realise that 
he cannot offer illusions forever" to the Ar­
gentine population. 

The 15 European Union finance minis­
ters issued a statement January 22 instruct­
ing the Argentine government to "adhere to 
the principles of a market-based economy 
and avoid discriminating against foreign 
direct investors and creditors." They added, 
"The financial sector in Argentina should 
not bear an unreasonable amount of the costs 
of the devaluation." The imperialist minis­
ters singled out a proposed bankruptcy law 
that, according to the Financial Times, 
"would give Argentine companies the up­
per hand in bankruptcy negotiations and 
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make it hard for creditors to collect on 
debts." 

Several U.S.- and European-owned com­
panies and banks have reported big losses 
from the Argentina crisis. FleetBoston Fi­
nancial Corp. announced it would take a 
$500 million charge. Moody's Investors 
Service reported that Telef6nica de Argen­
tina and the oil company YPF, both owned 
by Spanish capitalists, are at risk of default­
ing on their bonds. 

The Argentine regime quickly beat a re­
treat. Duhalde toned down his mildly na­
tionalist rhetoric. Ruckaufwas sent to meet 
with top officials in Washington "to con­
vince the U.S. that the new government will 
not institute protectionist measures or tum 
back the clock on the country's free market 
reforms," the Times reported. 

"Argentina is a country that will comply 
with the rules of the game," Ruckauf told 
the media. 

Buenos Aires reportedly seeks at least $15 
billion in IMF loans. Officials of the World 
Bank and Inter-American Development 
Bank said they would lend about $1 billion 
each if the Argentine government's auster­
ity budget met their approval. 

Protests demand jobs, relief from crisis 
Meanwhile, the government faces grow­

ing anger at home at the intolerable condi­
tions, above all the record unemployment­
now officially 20 percent and as high as 60-
70 percent in some areas outside the capital. 

Some 15,000 working people and others 
blocked highways and carried out a march 
January 28 from the depressed outskirts of 
Buenos Aires to the downtown Plaza de 
Mayo to demand jobs. The march was spon­
sored by two organizations that speak for 
unemployed workers, the Land and Hous­
ing Federation (FTV), affiliated to the Ar­
gentine Workers Federation (CTA), and the 
Combative Class-Struggle Current (CCC), 
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U.S. war deepens instability in Central Asia 
BY PAT RICK O'NEILL 

Washington's aggression in Central Asia, 
including its Afghan war and establishment 
of military bases in the region, has height­
ened instability and conflicts from the Mid­
east to the Indian subcontinent. Among the 
signs of this increased volatility are the war 
threats and military mobilizations by the gov­
emments of India and Pakistan, the step-up 
in the Israeli government's brutality against 
the Palestinian peop)e, and Iran's alliance 
with forces in the west of Afghanistan. 

With its January 25 test of a new ballistic 
missile, the Indian government demon­
strated that there will be no short-term letup 
in its military pressure on Pakistan. The 
missile's 400-mile capacity will place 
Pakistan's cities within range of India's 
nuclear warheads. 

"Coming at a moment like this, it is in­
dicative ofindia's resolve to keep the threat 
to Pakistan going," said the retired director 
general of India's military operations, Lt. 
Gen. V.R. Raghavan. The government of 
Pakistan, which reportedly has similar mis­
sile technology, condemned the test as pro­
vocative and destabilizing. 

India-Pakistan conflict 
Since mid-December, India has mobilized 

some 500,000 troops, and Pakistan some 
300,000, along the two countries' common 
border.ln response to New Delhi's demands 
that the Pakistani regime crack down on 
Kashmiri fighters or face a war, Islamabad 
has banned five organizations and detained 
more than 2,000 people. 

The conflict has unfolded as Washington, 
while maintaining its long-term alliance 
with the pro-imperialist Pakistani regime. 
has sought to build closer military and eco­
nomic relations with New Delhi. The long­
standing cont1ict between Pakistan and In­
dia has its roots in the founding of Pakistan 
in 194 7 as a spearhead against the struggle 
for national unification on the Indian sub­
continent. British imperialism, retreating 
under the blows of a massive anticolonial 
rebellion, organized to partition the subcon­
tinent. establish a pro-imperialist bulwark 
in Pakistan, and fan the flames of religious 
conflicts to divert the revolutionary struggles 
of working people. 

Over past decades the Stalinist regime in 
China has also helped to arm and support the 
Pakistani regime as a lever against Moscow. 
which had close ties with New Delhi. But 
with the moves by U.S. imperialism toward 
India, the Chinese government has begun 
promoting increased trade and diplomatic ties 
with India, its neighbor to the south. 

In the latest of several visits to India by 
top Chinese government leaders, Prime 
Minister Zhu Rongji said he wanted bilat­
eral trade to reach $10 billion in the coming 
years. While the present level of $2.29 bil­
lion is less than 1 percent of China's global 
trade, this represents an increase of 30 per­
cent over 2000-200 I. 

Israeli regime intensifies offensive 
The Israeli regime of Ariel Sharon, which 

has seized on Washington's "war against ter­
ror" rhetoric to justifY stepped-up assaults on 
Palestinians, this past week dismissed a pro­
test by 60 army reservists who refused to con­
tinue serving in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank. Calling the combat veterans a "mar­
ginal phenomenon," Sharon's spokesperson, 
Raanan Gissin, said that "you can't have a 
government in which people can decide 
they'll...bomb this target, but not that target." 

The reservists have begun circulating a 
petition they hope to have 500 others sign. 
The petition declares, in part: "We will no 
longer fight beyond the Green Line for the 
purpose of occupying, deporting, destroy-
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ing, blockading, killing, starving, and hu­
miliating an entire people." 

The Israeli army general staff issued a 
statement that military service is obligatory 
under the law and that "there is no place for 
reserve soldiers to choose what jobs they 
want and what jobs they don't want." 

While the collective character of the lat­
est protest was unusual, more than 500 Is­
raelis have refused to serve in the Israeli­
occupied territories since Palestinian 
struggles and Israeli repression accelerated 
in September 2000. Some 40 have been sen­
tenced to prison terms. The number of dead 
in the 16-month period of heightened con­
flict stands at I ,000, around three-quarters 
of whom are Palestinians. 

In the wake ofthe U.S. war, Afghanistan 
has no functioning central government. Lo­
cal governors, based on tribal ties and eth­
nic groupings, have divided the country into 
five unofficial military zones-the north, the 
west, the east, south of Kabul, and Kandahar 
province. 

"In all aspects we will need the contin­
ued support of the United States," said 
Abdullah, the foreign minister of the interim 
administration, installed by an imperialist­
dominated conference in Germany in De­
cember. During a January 28 visit to the 
White House by Afghan prime minister 
Hamid Karzai, Bush said that Washington 
would assist in the constmction of an Af­
ghan army and poli_ce force. 

Offensives by U.S. forces 
U.S. armed forces continue to carry out 

offensive actions inside the country. On 
January 24 U.S. Special Forces. backed by 
helicopters and an AC -130 gunship, killed 
21 men in a raid on two compounds in 
Oruzgan, centra! Afghanistan, and captured 
27 others. Faced with a storn1 of protest from 
local residents and survivors. who explained 
that the men were virtually unarmed, the 
Pentagon said that the attack was aimed at 
Taliban and a! Qaeda fighters and a weap­
ons store. The governor, Jan Muhammad 
Khan, said the men were in his employ, and 
that they had collected the weapons as part 
of a disarmament drive ordered by the Kabul 
government. 

Special Operations forces also directed 
the January 28 assault on a Kandahar hos­
pital where pro-Tali ban fighters had stayed 
after receiving treatment for wounds. Other 
Special Forces acted as snipers during the 
assault. The local Afghan troops who 
stonned the hospital used explosives and 
automatic rifles, killing six. U.S. forces had 
previously opened fire on the hospital as 
they waited to arrest pro-Tali ban fighters 
during discharge or attempts to escape. 

In a January 24 New York Times column 
entitled, "That Dog Won't Bark," conserva­
tive commentator William Satire addressed 
the overwhelming military capacity of the 
U.S. mlers in the world today. The United 
States, he wrote, "bold, but not arrogant, 
newly armed with the will to assert its inter­
ests and values" has created a situation in 
which "our adversaries, growing familiar 
with our new way, have learned to hold back 
the barking"-or vocal opposition to 
Washington's conduct in the world. 

While recognizing U.S. domination of the 
situation, various imperialist countries, as 
well as Russia, are seeking ways to gain in­
fluence with groups in the country. The ac­
tions of the government ofsemicolonial Iran 
have most irritated Washington, which con­
siders itself the be the first and last word on 
what happens in the country. 

Iran told to stop 'mischief' 
U.S. officials have accused Tehran of in­

filtrating the area around the northwestern 
city of Herat, undermining U.S. influence. 
"Iran is trying to stir up mischief. So far, we 
haven't taken any action, but we're keeping 
a very close eye on it," said one military of­
ficer. U.S. spy agencies also claim that a! 
Qaeda members have found shelter inside 
Iran, a charge denied by Tehran. 

Leading up to and during the bombing 
of Afghanistan, the Iranian government 
agreed to rescue U.S. troops in distress in 
its territory and to provide a port for U.S. 
wheat shipments into the war zone. "There 
are some things we're working in parallel 
with the Iranians. and some things they're 
going at in a different direction. We don't 
have identical goals in Afghanistan." said a 
State Department official. 

In his January 29 State of the Union speech, 
Bush claimed that Iran "exports terror" and 
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pursues "weapons of mass destruction." With 
Iraq, north Korea. and unnamed other coun­
tries, Iran fonns an "axis of evil," he said. 

Strife among Afghan governors 
Washington has expressed concern about 

Tehran's military backing for Ismail Khan, 
the govemor of Herat and the ruler in the 
south and west of Afghanistan. Iran has also 
reportedly sent civil engineers, aid, and in­
vestment to the area. Khan has been tar­
geted for threats by the U.S.-backed Gul 
Agha Shirzai. the mler of the southern re­
gion of Kandahar province. Claiming that 
traders have come under attack by Tajik 
"bandits" loyal to Khan, Shirzai posted 
troops along the roads, and moved a total 
of up to 2.500 soldiers north toward Herat. 

Other tensions and conflicts include re­
ported reprisals by soldiers loyal to Abdul 
Rashid Dostum, the northern ruler, against 
Pashtun villagers on the grounds that 
Pashtuns dominated the Taliban. Such di­
visions have their roots in Afghanistan's 
crippling legacy of colonial and imperial­
ist domination and wars· of conquest. of 
which the U.S. assault is the latest example. 
Tied to this is the lack of a bourgeois demo­
cratic revolution, leaving nation-building 
tasks, including the dismantling of tribal 
and semifeudal conditions and social rela­
tions, uncompleted. 

Muted criticism ofWashington has sur­
faced from the imperialist powers in Eu­
rope, including the govemments of France 
and Germany, prompted by U.S. restric­
tions on the scale and character of their 
military intervention in Afghanistan. The 
latest example concerns the imperialist­
dominated "security force" stationed in 
Kabul. The armed forces of the United 
Kingdom, Canada, France, and Italy, 
among others, are providing troops to the 
4,500-strong force, whose officers are sub­
ordinate to the U.S. command. 

Retiring UN official Francese Vendrell 
spoke on January 24 in favor of a seven-
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fold increase in the force to 35,000 troops, 
and recommended that their deployment be 
extended outside Kabul. "The call today by 
Mr. Vendrell...came close to challenging the 
position of the United States, which has op­
posed a major buildup of the intemational 
force," reported the NeH· York Times. 

Guantanamo prisoners 
European politicians have continued to 

snipe at the harsh conditions imposed on U.S. 
prisoners of war at Guantanamo base in Cuba. 
The Paris-based Intemational Federation of 
Human Rights Leagues stated that the incar­
ceration could tum into a "mere parody of 
justice." UN Human Rights Commissioner 
Mary Robinson, the former president of the 
Republic of Ireland, said that Washington is 
risking"the values that we fought to preserve." 
Govemment officials in Germany, the Neth­
erlands, and the United Kingdom have also 
protested the prisoners" treatment. Several 
governments are seeking the return of their 
citizens who are being held at Guantanamo. 

U.S. secretary of state Colin Powell, while 
agreeing with Bush's refusal to view the de­
tainees as prisoners of war, has argued for 
changes in the administration's stance on the 
issue. In Powell's view, reported an approv­
ingNew York Times editorial, "Claims of pris­
oner of war status could not be decided by 
Pentagon fiat, but must be resolved by the 
kind of legal hearing" stipulated in the 
Geneva Convention. The editorial also 
pointed to "concems expressed by. .. top mili­
tary commanders" that the White House po­
sition "potentially endangered future Ameri­
can troops who may fall into enemy hands." 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, on 
the other hand, insisted that "there is no am­
biguity .... They are not POWs." Vice Presi­
dent Richard Cheney said that circumvent­
ing the restrictions of the Geneva POW con­
vention allows "flexibility in interrogation," 
according to the Times. "We need to be able 
to interrogate them and extract from them 
whatever information they have," he said. 

Supporters give $25,000 from 
tax refunds to socialist press 
BY GREG McCARTAN 

One hundred supporters of the Militant 
and Perspectiva Mundial tumed their addi­
tional federal govemment tax refunds into a 
way to build the communist movement. To­
gether they contributed $25,758.30 to the 
two socialist publications since last July-a 
substantial and welcome infusion of funds! 

The supporters made an important addi­
tion to the finances of the Militant and 
Per.spectiva Mundial at a time when the 
communist movement was waging a work­
ing-class campaign against imperialism's 
assault on working people. In launching the 
fund the Militant noted the interest with 
which the publications were being met by 
workers and farmers on the front lines of 
resistance against attacks by those who 
benefit from the current U.S. tax system: 
the capitalist families and well-off profes­
sional layers who serve them. More are 
keen to read and discuss the wide range of 
articles on central political questions in the 
world today. 

Since then, both papers made an invalu­
able contribution to workers and farmers and 

others fighting imperialism as Washington 
accelerated its assault on workers' rights and 
war against the people of Afghanistan since 
September. Sales of single copies of the Mili­
tant were higher over the fall, as thousands of 
workers and young people sought out answers 
and a clear working-class explanation in re­
sponse to the rulers' offensive. 

The Militant and Perspectiva Mundial, 
unlike the big-business newspapers and 
magazines, are funded only by the contribu­
tions of its supporters. The two periodicals 
are sustained by working people and youth 
through fund drives, special contributions 
such as those from the tax refund, and sell­
ing single copies and subscriptions. 

Capitalism will never stop providing 
plenty of reasons to make a special donation 
to the lvfilitant and Penpectim Mundial. We 
welcome any additional contributions for any 
occasion, and from any partisan of the so­
cialist press who may have forgotten to send 
in their check. Our address is 410 West Street, 
New York, NY 10014. A special thanks to 
the I 00-spread the spirit and commitment 
even more widely. 
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'Jail the killer cops' 
Continued from frout page 
violence, period. People are mad. People are 
scared. When is it going to end?" 

Police kill homeless man 
On January 27 police killed a white man 

identified as Vinnie in the lobby of a motel 
in Hollywood. Witnesses told the press that 
the man entered the motel flailing his arms. 
He fell down, breaking part of a door. The 
hotel employee who called 911 said he 
looked like he was having trouble breath­
ing and was unable to speak. 

George Cressman of Hollywood, a bar 
patron, told the Sun Sentinel he saw four 
male police officers "kicking him and teas­
ing him. I said, 'Why don't you take it easy 
on that guy?' They said, 'Get the hell out of 
here or you're next."' 

Police claim Vinnie threatened an officer 
after he was shot with a Taser gun. The gun 
has darts, or probes, that are shot at a per­
son. The probes are connected to the weapon 
by high voltage insulated wire. When the 
probes hit, they pierce about a half inch into 
the body and shoot 50,000 volts of electric­
ity. The Taser gun is supposed to immobi­
lize the human target for five to 10 seconds. 
One witness said the police used the taser 
more than once on the victim. 

When emergency personnel arrived they 
found Vinnie face down handcuffed behind 
his back. He had no pulse and was not 
breathing. 

'Jail killer cops' 
During the second demonstration de­

mandingjustice for Eddie Macklin, protest­
ers gathered along the sidewalk as dozens 

of demonstrators passed out flyers in the 
street to cars driving by and urged them to 
join the action. 

"Jail killer cops to save our community!" 
and "Murder is murder!" were among the 
signs carried by protesters. Support for the 
action was registered by the overwhelming 
response from drivers honking their car 
horns and slowing traffic. 

Helena Talley, an 18-year-old Miami resi­
dent, said of the shooting of Macklin: "This 
is very wrong. They had him blocked off 
and yet they went and shot him. We don't 
want this happening to any more of our 
brothers, sisters, and cousins. This is a sig­
nal that Black folks need to come together. 
We'll probably get a little notice on this. I 
believe it will be noticed. maybe forgotten 
about-but we are not going to forget about 
this. We say 10-20-Life!" 

This demand has been put forward be­
cause of the double standard for police of­
ficers and others charged with killing some­
one. Sentences for murder range from 1 0 to 
20 years or life. The demand is for police to 
be sentenced according to the same regula­
tions. 

Henry Farmer, 41, of Liberty City said 
the cop's shooting ofMacklin, "was wrollJS. 
The man was unarmed. There was no rea­
son for him to get shot. Suspending the po­
lice with pay is not fair. They kill someone 
and they get a paid vacation." 

At the rally Max Rameau, leader of 
Brothers of the Same Mind, a Miami Black 
rights organization, listed 18 demands for 
justice, including arresting killer cops, pros­
ecuting the cop who killed Macklin, and no 
cover-ups by the police. 

Janitors march for pay raise at Harvard 

Edgar Barrios 
More than 500 workers and students marched in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 
Martin Luther King Day January 21. The protest and an earlier rally backed the 
demand for a wage increase by janitors represented by Service Employees Inter­
national Union (SEIU) Local 254 at Harvard University. Participants carried 
"Justice for Janitors" signs and chanted, "What's outrageous? Harvard's wages! 
What's disgusting? Union busting!" Negotiations with university management 
began the next day. Last spring, students organized an occupation of a university 
hall in solidarity with the workers' fight for wages, benefits, and full-time jobs. 

A call for a federal civil rights investiga­
tion was issued by Florida representative 
Carrie Meeks and. Rep. John Conyers Jr. 

The demonstration ended with a candle­
light vigil. Buses are currently being orga-

nized to take people to Macklin's wake in 
Pompano Beach and then to the funeral in 
West Palm Beach. A memorial demonstra­
tion was called for January 31 in Liberty 
City. 

Black History Month boosts Pathfinder sales 
BY KATY LEROUGETEL 

TORONTO-Building on their work to 
substantially increase Pathfinder sales in 
Canada in 2001, volunteer sales represen­
tatives have found that Black History Month, 
celebrated in February, has provided an 
opening to consolidate relations built up 
over the past year's efforts. 

Pathfinder's lead title for Black History 
Month is From the Escambray to the Congo: 
In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revolution. 
by Cuban lead(;!r Victor Dreke (see excerpt 
and information on pages 8-9). 

In early January, the Pathfinder volunteer 
sales people produced and faxed to a num­
ber of bookstores a two-page flyer and or­
der form centered on Pathfinder's Black 
History titles. 

It features collections of speeches by 
Malcolm X and Nelson Mandela and a sec­
tion on ''War and Racism" with, for ex­
ample, To Speak the Truth by Fidel Castro 
and Che Guevara, Capitalism 's World Dis­
order by Jack Barnes, and Cointelpro: The 

FBI's Secret War on Political Freedom by 
Nelson Blackstock. 

Two stores specializing in titles on Black 
rights and Afro-Caribbean history wel­
comed sales visits and placed substantial 
orders for books on these subjects and titles 
on Cuba as well. One buyer explained that 
whenever a picture of Argentine-born Cu­
ban revolutionary leader Ernesto Che 
Guevara is displayed in the window. it draws 
people into the store. 

Another. at the suggestion of the Path­
finder representative who had noted the 
many new Latino stores in the neighbor­
hood. took a copy of the Spanish-language 
version of How Far We Slm·es Have Come! 
by Mandela and Castro. as well as two cop­
ies of the Comnizmist Manifesto. 

As the buyers have worked with Path­
finder sales representatives over the past 12 
months, a mutual collaboration has grown 
up, permitting a back-and-forth of sugges­
tions on what books will sell and what titles 
to try out. 

When the sales volunteers followed up 
the fax with a phone call to other stores, 
many book buyers explained that Black 
History Month does not have much of an 
impact on their sales. 

Many did not want to see a salesperson 
but, as a result of the fax and previous visits 
or phone calls over the past period, a good 
half dozen promised to make a modest or­
der, including restocking from their previ­
ous orders. A second round of reminder 
phone calls has just oeen made to these buy­
ers, many of whom appreciated the jog to 
their memory. 

In these calls and during their visits, sales­
people have been promoting From the 
Escambrar to the Congo to buyers. Infor­
mal arrangements have been made with sev­
eral to drop by to show it to them now that 
it is available. 

One way Pathfinder supporters have in­
creased sales over the past year is by orga­
nizing regular visits, phone calls, e-mails, 
delivery of catalogs, and other publicity 

material to a number oflibrary systems and 
national bookstore chains. While the reac­
tion was almost invariably very cordial, no 
orders were immediately forthcoming for 
these system-wide buyers. In all cases, buy­
ers said that the books were worthwhile and 
would be ordered in due course. 

Using Black History Month and the ob­
vious authority of Pathfinder's titles to bol­
ster their case and their confidence, reps 
recontacted a number of these buyers and 
succeeded in obtaining the first order: 51 
copies each of four titles by or about 
Malcolm X, for a total of 204 booK.s. This 
has reaffirmed that patient, consistent work 
breeds results, and that this work has a 
longer time frame than for individual book­
stores. 

Pathfinder bookstore opens new location inN. Y. 

Other orders included one from a gen­
_eral store serving Spanish-language custom­
ers in Vancouver for six or seven titles in 
Spanish. A course adoption for 70 copies of 
the French-language version of the pamphlet 
The Transformation of Learning by Jack 
Barnes was also recently rushed to a Que­
bec university. A Toronto rep has arranged 
a visit to a local community center, too. 
Broadening the scope of sales efforts beyond 
bookstores has proven important to sustain­
ing sales. 

BY EMILY FITZSIMMONS 
NEWYORK-It was standing room only 

at the grand opening celebration of the new 
Pathfinder bookstore in Upper Manhattan 
January 25. A buffet dinner and Militant La­
bor Forum on the social explosion in Argen­
tina against the capitalist collapse there at­
tracted 50 people to the new bookstore, lo­
cated on a prominent comer in the working­
class neighborhood ofWashington Heights. 

Martin Koppel, editor of Perspectiva 
Mundial, and Romina Green, a national 
leader of the Young Socialists, both of whom 
recently returned from a two-week report­
ing trip to Argentina, were the featured 
speakers. 

A number of those who attended found 
out about the meeting from a short article 
in the Spanish-language daily El Diario, 
including five women originally from Ar­
gentina who are now living in the New York 
and New Jersey area. Others got leaflets for 
the event on street tables of Pathfinder lit­
erature in the workers district. 

Four Dominican political activists came 
to the bookstore that evening specifically to 
pick up their copies of the brand-new Path­
finder title From the Escambray to the 
Congo, In the Whirlwind of the Cuban Revo­
lution by Cuban revolutionary leader Victor 
Dreke. 

Participation in the meeting was boosted 

as well by a number of volunteer socialists 
and youth who had come to New York to­
participate in a volunteer Red Weekend at 
the Pathfinder Building to help reorganize 
the pick-and-pack operation of distribution 
of Pathfinder books. 

The openness to revolutionary ideas and 
the confidence among workers and youth 
in Argentina was pointed to by both Koppel 
and Green as they described the social ex­
plosion against brutal conditions that forced 
the resignation of four presidents over the 
course of a month. 

However, the lack of revolutionary lead­
ership in the working class and the strength 
of Peronism in the unions, has been an ob­
stacle to charting a revolutionary course to­
ward workers and farmers taking power, the 
socialists said. 

Koppel pointed to the fact that no orga­
nization in the labor movement is calling 
for an end to payment on the country's for­
eign debt, which has reached $141 billion. 
They described how resistance to the capi­
talist crisis continues despite the 
misleadership of the union officialdom and 
how, especially among younger layers, there 
is an eagerness to study the lessons of other 
revolutionary struggles, many of which are 
contained in the Pathfinder books that the 
reporting team took with them and sold dur­
ing the trip. 
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A lively discussion followed the presen­
tations ranging from the debt crisis, to how 
Cuba is viewed among fighters in Argen­
tina, to the role of armed struggle in forging 
a revolutionary movement. 

A collection at the meeting toward a 
$1,500 fund to expand the stock of Path­
finder books in the new bookstore brought 
the fund up to $1,000, and a total of$140 
worth of books were sold out of the book­
store that night. 

from Pathfinder 

In this light, Toronto volunteers are ex­
cited to have discovered that local high 
school librarians each have purchasing dis­
cretion over their stock-and the prominent 
part played by Black History Month in many 
classrooms may ease the way for Pathfinder 
titles. 

Katy LeRougetel is a member of the Graphic 
Communications International Union. 

Labor's Giant Step 
The First Twenty Years of the CIO: 1936-55 
Art Preis 
The story of the explosive labor struggles and political 
battles in the 1930s that built the industrial unions. And 
how those unions became the vanguard of a mass social 
movement that began transforming U.S. society. $26.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12; write Pathfinder, 
410 West St., New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 7 41-0690; or visit 
www.pathfinderpress.com. Please include $3 for shipping and handling. 



Workers, youth in 
Carolinas back fired 
garment worker 
Continued from front page 
defending freedom of speech at the univer­
sity campus. The Campus Greens cospon­
sored the program along with the local Com­
mittee to Defend Freedom of Speech and 
the Bill of Rights. 

ltalie showed a brief video of television 
coverage of his case, and described how the 
bosses at Goodwill fired him for comments 
he made in an election debate as the Social­
ist Workers candidate for mayor of Miami 
on October 18.As part of these remarks Italie 
said he opposed the U.S. rulers' war in Af­
ghanistan. favored workers building their 
unions. and supported the Cuban Revolution. 

In his talk here, Italie pointed to the in­
humane treatment of Afghan prisoners at the 
U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay. Cuba. 
as an example of the connection between 
the U.S. rulers' war abroad and the intensi­
fied attacks on workers' rights at home. 
What the U.S. government is organizing at 
Guantanamo--trying to dehumanize hun­
dreds of people it has captured and orga­
nizing an affront to the people of revolu­
tionary Cuba-"is an extension of the as­
sault by the employers and their government 
against working people at home," Italie said. 

In his presentation and in answer to a ques­
tion. he talked about other people he has met 
during his tour who are also standing up and 
fighting employer and government victim­
izations. He pointed to a press conference he 
attended recently in Florida for Sami Al­
Arian, who is fighting an attempt by the Uni­
versity of South Florida to fire him. 

porters of the Committee to Defend Free­
dom of Speech and the Bill of Rights col­
lected more than 75 signatures on petitions 
asking the mayor of Miami to pressure 
Goodwill to reinstate Italie. One-third of 
those signatures were from members ofthe 
Union ofNeedletrades. Industrial and Tex­
tile Employees (UNITE) at two Pillowtex 
plants in nearby Kannapolis. 

Discussions with dockworkers 
In Charleston, Italie and a supporter set 

up an information table at the ILA union 
hall, which is the hiring hall for unionized 
dockworkers. Many workers stopped to talk 
with the socialist worker and took fact sheets 
about his case. Some signed petitions sup­
porting his fight and dropped a few dollars 
into a collection can. 

A number of the dockworkers described 
the fight they went through to defend the 
Charleston Five-five ILA members ac­
cused of"riot" after police assaulted a union 
picket line two years ago. They had been 
picketing Nordana shipping company, 
which was using the nonunion WSI steve­
doring outfit instead of ILA labor. Felony 
charges against the ILA members were 
dropped last fall. after a national and inter­
national defense campaign. The union lo­
cal and 27 of its members are still tighting 
against a lawsuit brought by WSI for sup­
posed damages caused by ILA members 
defending their union. 

David King, who is in the process of join­
ing the Longshoremen's union, readily 
signed a petition to support ltalie. "I used to· 
work for Goodwill and was fired unjustly," 
King said. He had worked as a driver pick­
ing up donations. "Most of the Blacks who 

Militant/Dean Hazlewood 
Michael Italie speaks at University of North Carolina in Charlotte on January 23 

worked there were gotten rid of," he added. 
King also described how, in his view, 
"Goodwill takes advantage of immigrant 
labor" to pay rock-bottom wages. 

"Most of my co-workers were immi­
grants." Italie responded. "They take the low 
wages because it's a job. But once they're in 
a job, they fight for their rights. While I 
worked at Goodwill I, along with other co­
workers. went to rallies for immigrant rights.'' 

As part of a nationwide tour. Italie is 
scheduled to speak next in San Francisco. 
Seattle, and Vancouver. British Columbia. 

To schedule speaking engagements for 
Michael Italie in your area. please send the 
proposed dates and events planned to the 

Committee to Defend Freedom of Speech 
and the Bill of Rights. P.O. Box 510127. 
Miami, FL, 33151-0127. Tel: (305) 724-
5965 or E-mail: DefendFreeSpeech@ 
yahoo.com 

The committee is urgently in need of 
funds to produce literature, pay for phone 
calls, and plan travel. Financial contribu­
tions, large and small, can be sent to the 
above address. Please make checks out to 
the Free Speech Defense Fund. 

Naomi Craine is textile worker and a mem­
her of" the Union o{Needletrades. Industrial 
and Textile Employees. Dean Haz/elt'ood 
collfributed to this article. 

"We have to challenge those who say we 
can't speak at a time like this." said Ahmad 
Daniels in his presentation. He reviewed the 
events that led to county manager Harry 
Jones demanding that Daniels "resign by 
noon or you'll be fired at 2 p.m." for writ­
ing a letter that Jones claimed was "some­
what inf1ammatory, divisive." Daniels urged 
those attending the for.um to speak out 
"against an unjust war and for freedom of 
speech." He also appealed for funds to sup­
port ltalie's fight; about $200 was contrib-

'Constitution guarantees the right to express' 

, uted on-the-spot. 
Howard McLure of the Carolina Advo­

cates for Legal Reform and Ammar 
Alyounes, director of the Islamic Center of 
Charlotte, also addressed the meeting. 
McLure explained that his organization ad­
vocates for representation of low and 
middle-income people who have been 
wrongfully terminated. "We t:leed to find 
ways to combat this situation," McLure said. 

Alyounes noted that immediately follow­
ing September II "the Arab and Muslim 
communities were subjected to all forms of 
abuse. If you didn't offer an apology [for the 
attack on the World Trade Center], you were 
viewed as an accessory." He denounced the 
Bush administration for freezing the funds 
of Islamic charities "at the sign of a pen." 

Leonard Riley, from International 
Longshoremen's Association (ILA) Local 
1422 in Charleston, South Carolina, was 
unable to attend but sent a message to the 
Charlotte meeting (see below). 

Leading up to the event at UNCC, sup-

r~·~-~-~~~~.~~·~~~--~~~~~ 
Workers• Rights 
versus the 
Secret Police 
by Larry Seigle 
How, since the 
inception of 
the'modern 
revolutionary 
movement in 
1848, the ruling 
classes have 
responded with 
police spies, 
agents provo­
cateurs, and 
political frame-ups. $3 

The following message from Leonard 
Riley Jr., a member of the executive board 
of International Longshoremen's Associa­
tion Local 1422 in Charleston, South 
Carolina, was sent to the "Defend Free­
dom of Speech" meeting held January 23 
in Charlotte, !'lorth Carolina. 

I am very sorry and deeply disappointed 
that I am unable to resolve my work situa­
tion so that I could attend this most impor­
tant forum. I am sure it will be a great suc­
cess in keeping the efforts alive to combat 
those forces in our great country that have 
organized to deprive those persons with dif­
ferent views of their fundamental rights, in­
cluding but not limited to Freedom of Speech. 

These forces seek to suppress the expres­
sions of any person or groups that see the 
issues differently from the power brokers. 
While we all may have a different take on 
what should be the response to the acts of 
September 11, 2001, it is critically impor­
tant to remember and emphasize that the 
Constitution of the United States of America 
guarantees each of us the right to express 
how we feel about any issue. These guaran­
tees extend to all modes of communication, 
speech, writing, picket lines, entertainment, 
etc. 

I am a member of the International 
Longshoremen's Association, Local 1422, 
in Charleston, S.C. We are a union that loads 
and unloads ships that come into the Port of 
Charleston. We are in all probability the larg­
est union in South. Carolina. We are also a 
predominately Black local. Since 1997 we 
have been more socially and politically ac­
tive. We made a conscious decision to ad­
vocate for all workers, union or not, and 
champion the causes that would better the 
community in which we live. 

We became politically active, helping to 
elect those who said they would "fight for 
social change in our community. We became 
vocal against divisive symbols such as the 
Confederate Flag (flying atop the state­
house). We also successfully lobbied for our 
state to honor Dr. Martin Luther King with 
a State holiday. Along with the strength of 
our numbers, we used our money to fight 
these and niany other social ills. 

On January 20, 2000, while legally pick­
eting a Nordana ship because of its refusal 

to use the ILA and breaking a five-year con­
tract. the fiercely antiunion State Govern­
ment and allies such as the State Chamber 
of Commerce and the Manufacturers' Alli­
ance coordinated a military attack on our 
picket line. This resulted in my being ar­
rested along with nine others. Five mem­
bers were eventually indicted and placed 
under house arrest for nearly two years. 
They became known as the Charleston Five. 
They could not travel nor could they be out 
of their homes before 7:00a.m. or after 7:00 
p.m. unless they were at work. 

Thanks to the support from trade union­
ists. workers. and freedom lovers and so­
cial activists from across America and 
around the world, enough pressure was put 
on State Attorney General Charlie Condon 
and the judicial process that they were 
forced to drop these trumped-up felonious 
charges. They woke a sleeping giant. 

So I, along with my Brothers and Sisters, 

fully understand the unjust firing of both 
brothers Michaelltalie andAhmad Daniels. 
We fully support the struggle to have these 
courageous Brothers reinstated to their jobs 
and to have them fully compensated for time 
and benefits missed from being out of work. 
Our Local will follow this case very closely. 
Where there is a picket line to protest these 
unjust firings we will be there. We have 
learnt firsthand that an injustice anywhere 
is an injustice everywhere. An injury to one 
is an injury to all. Keep up the stmggle, we 
will win because we are right. 

This is a most appropriate time for such 
a forum during a time when our nation cel­
ebrates the legacy of Dr. King, who so 
wisely reminded us that if America is tore­
main a first-class nation, there can be no 
second-class citizen. Freedom of speech, as 
well as all of the rights laid out in the Con­
stituti"on of the United States of America, 
belongs to all of its citizens. 

'Management disagreed with 
Italie's political viewpoint' 

The following letter was sent Jan. 28, 
2002, to Miami mayor Manny Diaz and 
to the city commissioners by the Union 
of Union Representatives Executive 
Board. It was signed by Kathy Guyton, 
president; Greg Maron, Western Region 
vice president, Aly Young, secretary; 
Kristen Wilke, Central Region vice presi­
dent; Dave Beal, treasurer; Richard 
Schwartz, Southern Region vice presi­
dent; Calvin Jackson, chapter chair; 
Dawn Quaresima, Eastern Region vice 
president; and Gilda Turner, district 925 
chair. 

We are writing to demand that you pres­
sure Goodwill Industries to reinstate fired 
employee Michael Italie. As you know, Mr. 
Italie was fired by Goodwill simply because 
management disagreed with his political 
viewpoint. His work performance was not 
an issue, and the political comments for 
which he was fired were made during may­
oral debates and have no relevance to his 
employment with Goodwill Industries. 

Goodwill is a "private" organization, but 
as a public charity they are exempt from 
federal taxation and have noncompetitive 
rights to supply goods to the government. 
Thus, the legality of this situation is tenu­
ous. However, the real issue here is not 
whether Mr. Italie's firing is legal, but if it 
is just. As public-officials, you have an obli­
gation to serve the citizens of Miami and to 
speak out against threats to their civil liber­
ties. Indeed, the specter of censorship should 
not loom over the heads of Miami's work­
ing people. In the wake of the devastating 
events of September 11, now more than ever 
we must embody the ideals of freedom and 
democracy of which we are so proud. 

As working men and women living out­
side of Miami, we are concerned that this 
gross violation of Mr. Italie's democratic 
right to free speech, if unchecked, could set 
a dangerous precedent of tmmping indi- · 
vidual freedoms in favor of corporate power. 
We are calling on you to defend the right of 
free speech and to use your considerable 
influence to reinstate Mr. Italie. 
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Join with young socialists and proletarian 
fighters to build.the communist movement 
Continued from front page 
members, supporters, and contacts 
of the communist movement. The 
whole weekend was part of a 
months-long effort to reorganize 
Pathfinder, the Militant and 
Perspectiva Mundial, and the 
SWP's national office, along with 
Pathfinder's printshop. 

Participants traveled from as far 
away as California and Washing­
ton State; Texas; Florida; and 
Toronto and Montreal in Canada. 
The meeting reflected the hard 
work and high spirits of the vol­
unteers, who, through a series of 
such "red weekends," are dramati­
cally transforming the apparatus 
that produces the books, pam­
phlets, and periodicals of the com­
munist movement. 

By the end of the weekend the 
socialists workers and young so­
cialists had reorganized and di­
vided Pathfinder's entire stock of 

Militant/Sam Manuel 
Above, SWP leader Jack 
Barnes addresses Janu­
ary 26 meeting. Right, 
Mary-Alice Waters. 

books into a smaller and more efficient pick­
and-pack operation integrated as part of 
Pathfinder's offices, and a larger supply that 
is stored in the printshop. 

Teams worked throughout the two days 
to tum editorial material from paper to elec­
tronic files and to collect the e-mail num­
bers of every Pathfinder customer so the 
publishing house can begin sending out in­
voices electronically. 

Others organized an area for volunteers 
to ship out the Militant and Perspectiva 
Mundial to subscribers and distributors, and 
set up an area for office supplies. 

Barnes, who chaired the meeting, read 
greetings to the event from leaders of the 
party branch in Birmingham, Alabama, 
which held a simultaneous grand opening 
of their headquarters in a workers district in 
the city. They noted the interest that Path­
finder books have generated among work­
ers in the area, and expressed confidence 
that establishing the headquarters and book­
store will advance their party-building work. 
In addition, branch members have gotten 
hired together in both coal mines and tex­
tile mills in the area, deepening the 
proletarization of the party unit. 

The possibilities for building the commu­
nist mo\;ement were also seen in the tum­
out of 50 people the evening before at the 
grand opening of the party headquarters and 
Pathfinder bookstore in Upper Manhattan 
(see article, page 4). 

On the previous weekend 30 workers and 
youth had attended a socialist educational 
weekend in Miami. · 

Individuals and small groups of youth and 
workers are coming around the party and 
Young Socialists in New York. Many are 
immigrants, originally from Argentina, 
Burkina Faso, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Mexico, and other countries. In his 
remarks, Barnes returned several times to 
discuss how the party and Young Socialists 
can together organize practical revolution-

ary work with 
these vanguard 
fighters, join­
ing the three forces together in a common 
organization. 

Acceleration of imperialism's course 
"We need to keep remembering that Sep­

tember 11 only marked an acceleration of 
the course of U.S. imperialism and the un­
derlying contradictions and tendencies mov­
ing at different paces for years beforehand," 
Barnes emphasized. 

In George Bush's announcement of the 
big increase in the budget for "homeland 
defense," the U.S. president stated that the 
U.S. rulers are "fighting a two-front war." 
In Washington's view, every opposition to 
imperialism anywhere in the world has a 
counterpart right here in the United States. 

Plans to hire, train, and equip more cops 
and Ia migra agents are part of the broad 
assault on immigrant workers. Washington 
more and more sees anyone who overstays 
their visa as a suspect in the "war on terror­
ism." But., he noted, there is a big gap be­
tween budget proposals and the rulers' abil­
ity to use the full scope ofthe measures they 
hope to carry out against the working class 
owing to the resistance among working 
people and conflicts among the rulers them­
selves. 

On the military front, Washington's forces 
remain stronger than the rest of its imperi­
alist rivals combined, with a nuclear arse­
nal that is continually renewed and remains 
as potent as ever. The U.S. rulers will con­
tinue their drive to set up an antimissile sys­
tem to prevent smaller countries from us­
ing missiles and other advanced technology 
to the disadvantage of U.S. imperialism. 

Along with the use of its military, Wash­
ington will increasingly weigh in with its 
economic power to impose tariffs and pur­
sue trade disputes in order to maximize the 
competitive advantage that capitalists in the 

The Working Class and the 
Transformation of Learning 
The Fraud of Education Reform under Capitalism 
JACK BARNES 

"This pamphlet argues that schools will never be reformed 
because literacy, self-discipline, and curiosity are more dan­
gerous than useful to the ruling class" -Vertical File Index 
review. $3.00.Aiso in French, Icelandic, Spanish, and Swedish. 

Cuba and the Coming American Revolution 
JACK BARNES 

. There will be a victorious revolution in the United States before a 
victorious counterrevolution in Cuba-FHU/ C!a-.rnv, H-~ t9tH. 

Cuba and the Coming American Revolution is about the struggles of working 
people in the imperialist heartland, the youth who are attracted to them, and the 
example set by the people of Cuba that revolution is not only necessary-it can 
be made. Preface by Mary-Alice Waters. $13.00. Also in French and Spanish. 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write: Pathfinder, 41 0 
West St., New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0150 .. 
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United States have over 
their competitors. 

Barnes recalled that the 
Hawley-Smoot Act of 
1930, which brought U.S. 
tariffs to their highest-ever 
protective level at the 
time, played a big role in 
bringing on the Great De­
pression, as retaliatory 
measures by other coun­
tries sent U.S. exports into 
a sharp decline. 

Rightists in Europe 
As has already hap­

pened in the United States, 
immigration is transform­
ing the working class in 
Europe. This development 
has been accompanied by 
a growing number of mur­
ders, cop killings, and 
rightist attacks agains_t 
immigrant workers, 
Barnes noted. Right-wing 
forces who campaign 
against immigrants as the 

"enemy within" have grown. 
"These battles are part and parcel of the 

attacks on the vanguard of the working class 
and are the biggest polarizing element and 
pressure on workers today," Barnes said. 
"Only a proletarian party that is comfort­
able with and immersed in this section of 

the working class and in proletarian 
struggles can lead working people." In con­
trast to the response of the proletarian party, 
these sections of the working class are in­
visible to the social democrats of all stripes. 
For their part, the union chieftains consider 
the people who enter into mass struggles 
against the employers and their government 
to be trash, he said. 

One result of Washington's war against 
Afghanistan, Barnes noted, was the in­
creased intensity of the conflict between 
India and Pakistan. In the Middle East, the 
actions of U.S. imperialism since Septem­
ber 11 have put wind in the· sails of the Is­
raeli ruling class and armed forces in their 
war against the Palestinian people. 

The U.S. rulers' growing arrogance is 
based oil the belief that they can subject 
people anywhere to the same brutality they 
are dealing out to the prisoners at the ille­
gally occupied U.S. naval base in 
Guantanamo, Cuba. 

But "victories" such as these, said Barnes, 
lead to new resistance by workers and farm­
ers, including at home. The proletarian fight­
ers and leaderships this resistance breeds 
lack knowledge that their actions are part 
of a course towards the communist move-

ment. Socialist workers and young social­
ists on reporting teams to Argentina, at book 
fairs in Cuba and Mexico and other coun­
tries, and at labor and social protests in the 
United States where they meet workers in 
struggle, present this perspective. They dis­
cuss with these co-fighters the fact that it is 
possible to chart a road to bring an end to 
the brutalities of capitalism by converging 
with the communist movement and build­
ing proletarian parties capable of leading 
working people to power. 

And socialist workers and youth here 
have one decisive point to bring to proletar­
ian leaders around the world: the fact that a 
communist leadership can and will be built 
in the United States, Barnes said. This will 
make it possible to bring down the world's 
final empire; until that is accomplished, a 
nuclear question mark will continue to hang 
over humanity. 

Fusing with proletarian leaderships 
To help clarify these party-building per­

spectives, Barnes pointed to a letter written 
in 1932 by Leon Trotsky, a central leader of 
the Russian Revolution who fought to con­
tinue the communist traditions of the Bol­
shevik party led by Lenin. Trotsky headed 
the communist forces in the Left Opposi­
tion in the battle to rebuild proletarian par­
ties and a revolutionary international lead­
ership. In his 1932 letter to the International 
Secretariat of the Left Opposition, he re­
ported a request from an organization of 

Militant/Patrick O'Neill 
Above, dozens of volunteers worked for two 
days to reorganize Pathfinder stock to be 
stored in boxes in the printshop. Left, a "conga 
line" moved the books for the pick-and-pack 
operation up one floor to the Pathfinder of­
fices, ready for shipment the following day. 

black workers in South Africa for a discus~ 
sion of central issues in world politics. 

"The Johannesburg comrades may not as 
yet have had the opportunity to acquaint 
themselves more closely with the views of 
the Left Opposition on all the most impor­
tant questions. But this cannot be an obstacle 
to our getting together with them as closely 
as possible at this very moment, and help­
ing them in a comradely way to come into 
the orbit of our program and tactics." 
Trotsky noted that the clear voice and ac­
tions ofthe communist vanguard will attract 
the "warm sympathies of the most oppressed 
sections of the international working class ... 
to whom belongs the decisive word in the 
development of humankind." 

To help respond to similar party-build­
ing opportunities in the United States today, 
Barnes said, the volunteer red weekends are 
assisting in preparations to move Pathfinder, 
the Militant and Perspectiva Mundir;~l, and 
the party's National Office to a shared loca­
tion with the Garment District branch in 
Manhattan. This will help make it possible 
for the leadership of the party and young 
socialists in New York to organize to carry 
out a fusion of their forces with those from 
all countries and nationalities coming to­
ward the communist movement in the city. 

Barnes introduced Angel Lariscy, a mem­
ber of the Brooklyn branch of the party and 
the daytime foreman in Pathfinder's 
printshop. Prior to the event, participants were 
able to walk through the printshop in order 
to see the setup of the sheetfed presses, the 
capital additions to the shop's web press, and 



the reorganized storage of paper in the shop. 
"We currently have 15 people in the 

shop," Lariscy said. "Thirteen are in pro­
duction and two more make up our full-time 
sales force. All the work that was previously 
done by a full-time staff in our front office 
is now done from the production floor, 
where we run three presses on a two-shift 
schedule." 

Lariscy described the programs that have 
been instituted to train enough operators to 
run all three presses for two shifts a day. 
Press operators are also learning how to bill 
and invoice jobs as they are completed, and 
basic plate-making techniques on the shop's 
computer-to-plate equipment. 

Over the weekend the computer termi­
nals of the plate-making machine were 
moved onto the production floor. This 
change allows the plate-making process to 
be integrated into the work of the press op­
erators, said Lariscy. Next up is the transfer 
of the entire computer-to-plate machine to 
the press area. 

As printshop volunteers have organized 
the shop around keeping three presses run­
ning for two shifts, a number of volunteers 
have been freed up to build the party in New 
York and elsewhere. Barnes noted that there 
are now a dozen socialist workers and Young 
Socialists either employed in the 
meatpacking and garment industries in New 
York City, or organizing to be. 

The work of the volunteer brigades over 
the weekend, said Mary-Alice Waters in her 
presentation, was essential in organizing 
Pathfinder to devote increased attention to 
the promotion and distribution of Pathfinder 
books. Bringing the editorial offices and the 
pick-and-pack operation together on the 
same floor will help reduce duplicate work, 
increase the use of computers, and maxi­
mize the impact of editing, promoting, and 
selling the revolutionary books and pam­
phlets produced by the publishing house. 

Titles needed in Cuba and United States 
In one week's time, said Waters, an inter- · 

national team of Pathfinder supporters will . 
travel to Cuba to participate in the Havana 
International Book Fair. Pathfinder, which 
has a long tradition of participation in the 
fair, will be able to hold public launchings 
of three books at this year's event, she said. 
One will be a meeting around the newest 
book, From the Escambray to the Congo. 
Another will celebrate the Spanish-language 
edition ofthe pamphlet Women 's Liberation 
and the African Freedom Struggle, a speech 
by Thomas Sankara, the central leader of 
the revolution in Burkina Faso in the 1980s. 
Tricontinental Publishers, who will present 
"Equality and the Participation of 
Mozambican Women," will co-sponsor the 
event. A third meeting will be organized for 
Playa Gir6n/Bay of Pigs: Washington s First 
Military Defeat in the Americas by Fidel 
Castro and Gen. Jose Ramon Fernandez. 

Following the book fair, Waters and other 
Pathfinder supporters will travel together 
with Victor Dreke to several cities in Cuba 
to participate in launchings of From the 
Escambray to the Congo. The meetings will 
be organized by the Association of Com­
batants of the Cuban Revolution, a leader­
ship organization of those who served in in­
ternationalist and military operations, and 
the local government and Communist Party 
in each city. 

In his book, said Waters, Victor Dreke 
brings to life "what men and women can 
make happen by beginning to change the 
economic structure and social relations 
through making a socialist revolution." 

Waters said that From the Escambray to 
the Congo will be Pathfinder's lead title for 
Black History Month in February. She en­
couraged those present to begin organizing 
to take the book to college campuses. Make 
the most of opportunities, she said, to dis­
cuss the book's content with student orga­
nizations who may want to organize a meet­
ing about it, and to introduce it to Black 
Studies departments and bookstores. 

Pathfinder publishes titles such as these, 
she said, because they are needed by work­
ing people in the United States, "by the 
young Victor Drekes of all colors and na­
tionalities, whether native-born or on these 
shores due to the lawful workings of capi­
talism. Here they will find the brutalities of 
imperialism and capitalism. But they will 

also find the communist movement, the con­
tinuity of communism, and the opportunity 
to collaborate and work together with the 
Socialist Workers Party." 

Advances for Communist Leagues 
SWP leaders Norton Sandler and Olym­

pia Newton described steps forward being 
made in Sweden and the United Kingdom 
by the Communist Leagues and Young So­
cialists in those countries. Both are carry­
ing out what has become known in the 
movement as the "third campaign for the 
tum." This involves a sharp .reorientation to 
find and follow the lines of resistance in the 
working class and to establish industrial 
union fractions among layers of the prole­
tariat that are facing and resisting the em­
ployers' assault. 

In the United Kingdom, Sandler said, 
members of the Communist League are get­
ting jobs in the meatpacking and garment 
industries. They have also established an 
organizing committee in Scotland, opening 
up an arena of consistent activity outside of 
London. These steps have put the party and 
YS "in touch with a layer of the working 
class they haven't been in contact with be­
fore. These moves have had a big impact on 
young people interested in our movement 
and opened up new possibilities for recruit­
ment," he said. 

Newton, who is also a member of the 
Young Socialists National Executive Com­
mittee, said that one of the political strengths 
of the work of the YS over the past year has 
been to "see our world movement as part of 
a broader anti-imperialist movement today." 
She pointed to the work that YS members 
from a number of countries carried out in 
building and participating in the 15th World 
Festival ofYouth and Students inAlgiers last 

· summer, and to the organization's ongoing 
collaboration with the Union ofYoung Com­
munists in Cuba. 

In Sweden, she· said, the YS and Com­
munist League decided to shift their jobs 
from the auto and electronics industries to 
meatpacking and garment or textile. They 
have also decided to fuse their two organi­
zations and have established an organizing 
committee in Gothenburg. These three steps 
have already led to "a deeper integration into 
the working class in Sweden and the dis­
covery of industries the comrades didn't 
know existed before." 

Explosion of resistance in Argentina 
Perspectiva Mundial editor Martin 

Koppel spoke about the explosion of resis­
tance in Argentina and the openings to work 
with proletarian leaders there today. He was 
part of a three-person reporting team that 
had just returned after two weeks in the 
South American country. 

In reporting on a variety of actions, in­
cluding protests against government auster­
ity measures and the impact of the country's 
$140 billion foreign debt; mobilizations by 
strikers demanding back pay; and demon­
strations by unemployed workers, the team 
"found a hunger for politics, a deep interest 
in the Cuban Revolution and in learning 
about Emesto Che Guevara, and a welcome 
response to what we had to say about the 
struggles and resistance of working people 
in the United States," Koppel said. "There 
is now a trail of Pathfinder books, New 
Internationals, andPerspectiva Mundials to 
follow up on in Argentina," he said. 

This interest is evident in the United 
States as well. Young people and workers 
who have emigrated from Argentina at­
tended public meetings in Miami and New 
York at which Koppel spoke about the re­
porting trip. 

Barnes said that the regular financial con­
tributions of supporters of the party are prov­
ing decisive in the work of the communist 
movement. Party supporters have begun 
organizing a campaign to raise their annual 
contributions to $300,000. 

In addition, a Capital Fund of $600,000 
launched at a red weekend in December will 
help lay the basis for the continued produc­
tion of Pathfinder books, the renewal of 
printshop equipment, and other major capi­
tal needs. By the end of the weekend, the 
fund had reached a total of $410,485 from 
39 contributors. 

A special sale of overstocked Education 
for Socialists bulletins and hardcover Path-

finder books was held during the weekend. 
Socialists of all generations seized the op­
portunity to expand their libraries, purchas­
ing books to a total value of$1,890. 

The course laid out by the speakers, ex­
plained Barnes in conclusion, is one of a 
proletarianization of the communist move­
ment to maximize the ability of proletarian 
fighters to join the party and to gain enough 
exp~rience to decide to become lifetime 
communists. 

The socialist revolution, he said, opens up 
the chance for working people to fight to 
transform the conditions oflife. Under capi­
talism, it is impossible to eliminate racism, 
women's oppression, and to close the gap be­
tween the conditions in the cities and coun­
tryside. With the socialist revolution human­
ity can begin the fight to overcome these 
horrors of class society. On this new ground, 
the working class can open the battle to turn 
state property into social property. 

The Cuban Revolution made it possible 
for working people to begin to grapple with 
these questions and chart a course along this 
road. The rich lessons of this battle are taken 
up in books such as Che Guevara Talks to 
Young People, he said. 

Weekend 'differs from jobs I've had' 
Several young people and workers who 

joined the volunteer brigades said they de­
cided to participate after hearing reports 
from previous red weekends. Brendan Mills 
McCabe, a 20-year-old student from Seattle 
who joined the Young Socialists last July, 
said two YS members there had told him 
about their earlier experiences. 

"I've also talked to people who had worked 
in the printshop and heard about how things 
have changed. That made me really interested 
in coming," he said. "I'm impressed that 
people are here on a voluntary basis work­
ing this weekend; they're proud ofthe goals 
they make and the work they do. It's very 
different from jobs I've had. 

"It's great to experience something like 
this," he said. "You feel more what's neces­
sary and what can be accomplished. Last 
night Jack Barnes said the presses will still 
be running, even when the printshop moves. 
That they won't all shut down for even one 
day, because that's what we need." 

Michel Duguay, 23, a student at Laval 
University in Quebec City, said he worked 
in the warehouse taking boxes from shelves 
and putting them in alphabetical order. He 
also took out hardcover copies from the 
warehouse for sale and brought other books 
up for the pick-and-pack operation in Path­
finder. ''I'm really glad I came here and got 
to meet other members of the YS and the 
SWP. I see a lot of solidarity here." 

Duguay said he became a YS member in 
Quebec shortly after the events on Septem­
ber 11, although that had nothing to do with 
his decision. "I went to the protest against 
the Free Trade Area oftheAmericas in Que­
bec City. Something was missing there and 
it didn't seem to accomplish anything. I was 
working in a paint shop when I met mem­
bers of the YS at a literature table," he said. 
"I didn't know much about Marx but I liked 

Left, Militant/Carole Lesnick 
Top left, student demonstration January 
23, in Manila, Philippines, to protest ar­
rival of U.S. Special Operations Forces 
in the country. Above, workers employed 
at government enterprises march Janu­
ary 30 in Seoul, south Korea. Left, so­
cialist workers at literature table in the 
Sunset Park workers district in Brook­
lyn. Imperialism's "victories" in the 
world are breeding proletarian lead­
erships in country after country, open­
ing possibilities for building communist 
parties capable of leading working 
people to power. 

the scientific approach to politics. I usually 
go to Montreal every weekend to staff lit­
erature tables at the Metro station and on 
campus." 

When he gets back to Canada, Duguay 
said he will be working to build a public 
meeting for Communist League member 
Christian Catalan who participated in the 
Militant reporting trip to Argentina. "We met 
a number of people who expressed interest 
in the meeting at a literature table recently 
where we sold four subscriptions to the 
Militant. People are interested in having 
other news besides what's in the big-busi­
ness press." 

Carlos, a m.aintenance worker from Cuba 
who now lives in New Jersey, said he par­
ticipated in the activities because "comrades 
invited me to come for the weekend. Ev­
erything I learned in Cuba about the United 
States-I've had the misfortune to live it. 
In this country the conditions are horrible 
and very exploitative. 

"Under this democracy, they've taken 
away many social programs such as Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children," he said. 
"In the city where I live the authorities want 
to close down a school, but the parents are 
fighting it." 

Rose Engstrom traveled from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, to participate in the weekend of 
voluntary labor. "I wanted to be a part of 
what's happening with the transformation 
of the print shop," she said. Engstrom, 31, a 
laid-off textile worker, said that it had been 
helpful to hear Jack Barnes explain why 
Pathfinder, the Militant, and the SWP Na­
tional Office need to move to another area 
in New York to be part of a workers district. 

Engstrom said that as a student in the 
early 1990s she got involved in political 
activities against the Gulf War and in labor 
solidarity actions. She said she joined the 
communist movement because "I wanted to 
be political. I believe that this society can 
be changed. When I got involved I kept run­
ning into the party." 

"We are attacked a great deal be­
cause of what we are. But we are at­
tacked much, much more because we 
show to every nation of the Americas 
what it's possible to be. What's impor­
tant for imperialism - much more 
than Cuba's nickel mines or sugar 
mills, or Venezuela's oil, or Mexico's 
cotton, or Chile's copper, or 
Argentina's cattle, or Paraguay's 
grasslands, or Brazil's coffee- is the 
totality of these raw materials upon 
which the monopolies feed." -Che 
Guevara, July 28, 1960 $15.95 

Avail~~ ·from~ookst~.lndudipg those 
listed on page 12, or at pathflhdetpress,corn. 
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FROM THE ESCAMBRAY TO THE CONGO 

'Rifles for cooks, rifles for teachers, 1 
Reprinted below is the fourth and final 

installment from the chapter '"Lucha 
Contra Bandidos' in the Escambray" of the 
new Pathfinder book From the Escambray 
to the Congo: In the Whirlwind of the Cu­
ban Revolution, an interview with Cuban 
revolutionary Victor Dreke. 

Dreke fought in the Cuban revolution­
ary war, led by the Rebel Army, that over­
threw the U.S.-backed Batista dictatorship 
in January 1959. In the early 1960s, he was 
a commander of the volunteer battalions 
that fought the U.S-organized counterrevo­
lutionary bands in the Escambray moun­
tains of central Cuba. In 1965 he was sec­
ond in command of the column of Cuban 
internationalist volunteers, headed by 
Ernesto Che Guevara, that joined with na­
tional liberation fighters in the Congo. He 
subsequently carried out numerous inter­
nationalist missions in Africa. 

Mary-Alice Waters, president of Path­
finder Press, and Luis Madrid, a Pathfinder 
editor, conducted the first session of the in­
terview with Dreke in Havana on Oct. 26, 
1999. Pathfinder editor Michael Taber and 
Perspectiva Mundial editor Martin Koppel 
joined Waters in a second interview ses­
sion on Dec. 2, 2001. 

This book is now available, with simul­
taneous editions in English and Spanish. 
Copyright © 2002 by Pathfinder Press, re­
printed by permission. 

·:· 
One morning in 1963 an informant for 

State Security came and told us there was 
a group of bandits in Manicaragua, at the 
entrance to the town. There's a bridge there, 
as I mentioned earlier. The bandits were 
led by Porfirio Guillen, who was one of the 
leaders appointed by Julio Emilio Carretero 
and Osvaldo Ramirez. 

To tell you the truth, I thought the infor­
mation was false. 

Granma 
Funeral march in 1963 for paper workers murdered by a counterrevolutionary band. 
U.S.-backed bandits had to be captured "because behind them was death and destruc­
tion, of crimes and murders of innocent people that we had to stop." 

company at the time had forty-five men, 
and sometimes we'd wind up with thirty or 
so. It wasn't a company of a hundred. And 
it's riot possible to organize an encirclement 
with thirty-five or forty-five men. The ban­
dits would just slip through. 

The bandits were there, moreover, be­
cause they were planning to attack 
Manicaragua. Imagine how embarrassing 
it would have been if the bandits were to 

get into Manicaragua, near our head­
quarters. I thought they were sticking 
their tongue out at us. I really did. 

Madrid: How many bandits were 
there? Was it a single group? 

Dreke: There were eighteen or nine­
teen bandits hidden there. They were 
part of a single band, that of Porfirio 
Guillen. Tartabul was second in com­
mand. 

to handle them, that they could attack 
Manicaragua, firing their rifles, and then 
flee. They weren't trying to capture it, be­
cause to do that they would've had to kill 
us all. But they were confident they could 
create trQuble in Manicaragua, in the city, 
and then flee. 

Waters: How were the bandits finally de­
feated? 

Dreke: We used different tactics. The en­
circlements were always done at dawn or 
in the middle of the night. They couldn't 
be carried out during the day. You had to 
march at night in order to surprise the ban­
dits sleeping or eating, or partying, as they 
did every so often. They would drink a few 
bottles of rum and we'd surround them 
sleeping it off. 

We prepared to launch the opera­
tion. With whom? With every 
compaiiero who could breathe. We got 
the cooks together. Rifles for the 
cooks. Rifles for the teachers. Rifles 
for everyone, including myself of 
course. And we headed out. We got 
there and clashed with the bandits. 

Bohemia 
Members of Lucha Contra Bandidos unit on 

We captured almost the entire band, 
among them Guillen. Tartabul es­

caped, but we caught up with him later. 
Three of our compaii.eros were killed. 

Above all we marched during bad 
weather, when it was cold and rainy. Those 
were the optimal times to operate, since 
the bandits didn't move. Wherever they got 
to during the day, they stayed and camped 
for the night. When they felt secure they 
would spend two or three days in the same 
place. Those were moments of maximum 
opportunity during which a number of 
members of State Security were able to pen­
etrate the bands. This happened through­
out the Escambray. 

march to capture counterrevolutionaries. 

"It's a lie," I said. 
I was stubborn. But I issued orders to 

the compai'ieros, "All right, let's go fire 
some shots and find out." 

But we had a problem. We had hardly 
any troops right there, just one company, 
the famous company of the Mayaguara 
Horse-and part of it was on leave. This 

It was a staggering blow for the bandits. 
This was in 1963. It was a moment when 

they still had some strength. They had been 
located virtually inside the city itself, since 
we didn't have the troops to hit them with. 
They were confident we wouldn't be able 
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Later the battalions were mobilized and 
operational divisions were created. 

The LCB battalions didn't operate solely 
in the Escambray; they moved through vari­
ous operational zones. We would move a 
division from one spot to another, to oper­
ate in a different area. We would move it 
toward Sagua; we would move it toward 
Camagiiey, which was a very convulsive 
region, the Jatibonico region; Sancti 
Spiritus, where there were many bands, 
such as the zone Mario Bravo operated in. 

1 Alberto Delgado, a member of Cuban State 
Security operating on a farm in Maisinicu in 
the Escambray, had successfully posed as one 
of the bandits' key contacts. In March 1964 
Delgado arranged to get counterrevolutionary 
leader Julio Emilio Carretero and his band on 
a boat supposedly transporting them to the 
United States. But the "American" boat was 
actually manned by members of the Cuban 
armed forces, who apprehended the entire 
band. Jose "Cheito" Leon, a bandit leader re­
maining in the Escambray, figured out 
Delgado's role in the operation and murdered 
him on April 29, 1964. 

The story is described by Jose Ramon 
Fernandez in Making History: Interviews with 
Four Generals of Cuba's Revolutionary Armed 
Forces (Pathfinder, 1999). 

2 On July 26, 1965, the rally marking the 
twelfth anniversary of the Moncada attack was 
held in Santa Clara, in Las Villas province. The 
rally was addressed by Fidel Castro, who spoke 
of the victory over the bandits. 

3 In October 1959, working for Cuban State 

We would move these units to carry out 
these operations to root them out. 

There's something about the antibandit 
struggle that I think is important for every­
one to understand: Our troops never abused 
a single prisoner. We never mistreated a 
single one, even though those prisoners had 
committed a great many murders, and we 
hated them. We hated them. That has to be 
said. Because you saw peasants murdered, 
women massacred, children orphaned. You 
never want to hate a human being, of course, 
but the individuals who did these things had 
first and last names that we knew. 

There were some bandits of whom we'd 
say, "We must pursue and capture so-and­
so at all costs." We were all hardheaded 
about this, all of us involved in the struggle 
against the bandits-compaii.eros like 
Lizardo Proenza, the last commander of the 
LCB, who was a great compaii.ero in the 
struggle against bandits. Tomas[ sevich] too. 
We were all that way. They had to be cap­
tured. Because behind them was a trail of 
death and destruction, of crimes and mur­
ders of innocent people that we had to stop. 

Pedro Gonzalez was one of the bandits 
we were determined to get. He cmpmitted 
many murders and was able to create panic 
in the Trinidad area. One of his last acts 
was to attack a bus carrying paper workers 
leaving the factory and traveling along the 
road from Trinidad to Sancti Spiritus. He 
set the bus afire and killed some of the 
workers. Then he ambushed an army ve­
hicle driving by, murdering its occupants. 

Pedro Gonzalez's band would attack 
somewhere and then he'd immediately split 
from the rest of the band. He would always 
go around with only one or two others. 
That's how he operated. We would capture 
some members of the band, but Gonzalez 
himself always managed to get away. 

We pursued him until one Sunday we 
caught him in what we called an opera cion 
de levante, a "flush-' em-out operation." We 
did this when we didn't have enough people 
for an encirclement. We would take our 
troops and begin combing the area, until 
we'd suddenly run into the bandits and 
they'd have to come into the open and start 
running. We then knew there were bandits 
in the area and could estimate how long it 
would take them to get from here to there. 
At that point, we could work on putting 
together an encirclement. 

These operations were very important, 
because we'd manage to keep the bandits 
on the move, letting us know where they 
were. Because they were always hiding. 

There were times when troops came from 
Oriente to Las Villas to participate in the 
operations. In 1963, for example, 
Compaii.ero Manuel "Tito" Herrera came 
at the head of a battalion from Oriente. This 
battalion was armed with FAL light auto­
matic rifles, the most potent gun we had. 

Before getting there, the compaii.eros 
from Oriente had been told the bandits were 
just walking around freely in the 
Escambray. We've gone through forty years 
of revolution, but back then we were young. 
We believed if we were sent from Havana 
to Pinar del Rio, then we must be the best, 
because they were sending us in to resolve 
the problem. "We're going there to finish 

Security, Santiago pretended to break with the 
revolution in order to infiltrate the CIA-backed 
forces. In January 1961 he was killed at sea 
when his boat was sunk by counterrevolution­
ary Cuban pirates apparently unaware of his 
identity. Santiago was heading toward Cuba, 
where he was to take up a CIA-appointed post 
as overall head of counterrevolutionary bands 
in the Escambray. 

4 In July 1987 Cuban television began broad­
casting a series entitled "The CIA's War against 
Cuba," which revealed the names of 89 CIA 
agents in Cuba who had been working as ac­
credited U.S. diplomats. To present this infor­
mation, Cuba publicly identified 27 Cuban State 
Security personnel who had been functioning 
within Cuba as double agents for years. Most 
of them had had to endure being spumed by 
family, friends, coworkers, and neighbors. Fol­
lowing the revelations, the 27 were treated as 
heroes by the Cuban people. 

5 The bandit Roberto Tartabul was killed in 
this raid. Three of his brothers were members 
of Lucha Contra Bandidos. 



ifles for everyone' 
it. We'll solve it." Not everyone thought 
this way, but many did. The compaiieros 
from Oriente arrived thinking that way. 

The first days came and our troops didn't 
see any bandits, since they were hiding. We 
prepared an operation to comb the area and 
flush them out. We deployed the Lucha 
Contra Bandidos battalions from Las Vil­
las, as well as the battalion from Oriente, 
along the Topes de Collantes highway. That's 
one of the most mountainous and most dif­
ficult areas in the Escambray to comb. 

All the compaiieros were there. Captain 
Herrera was at the head of his troops from 
Oriente. All the people from Las Villas­
the Mayaguara Horse and Olaechea-were 
there too, at the head of their troops. Ev­
eryone was marching in single file, mixed 
in one with another. We combed the area 
for four days. 

What was the result? A number of ban­
dits who had been hiding there heard the 
noise of the combing operation. Our troops 
were talking-even though we'd tell them 
to stop-plus we were using small ma­
chetes to clear trails through the under­
growth. Hearing the noise, the bandits fled. 
They even left their rifles behind. 

That operation brought with it an impor­
tant result-the unity among all the 
compaiieros. There was no more regional­
ism: ''I'm better because I'm from Oriente" 
or "I'm better because I'm from Las Vil­
las." At moments of danger and struggle, 
you're not thinking about where you were 

dits. He lost his life in the line of duty; they 
murdered him. But the operation was suc-
cessful.1 · 

As the bandits were being eliminated in 
the Escambray, they were simultaneously 
being finished off in the rest of the prov­
inces. 

At the end a very beautiful rally was held 
celebrating the elimination of the bandits. 
I was sorry I wasn't able to be at that cel­
ebration, at which our commander in chief 
spoke.2 

How were the bandits eliminated? 
Through the people's unity, the people's 
determination. Had we not united, we could 
not have eliminated them, because they 
kept on and on. 

We crushed the bandits. No doubt about 
it. There are people who don't like saying 
we crushed them, but we had to crush them. 
They were assassins and criminals. We 
never mistreated anyone; the captured ban­
dits were never beaten or abused. But they 
were taken to serve their sentences, accord­
ing to what each had done. 

It's important to point out the work of 
many compaiieros who pretended to be ban­
dits for a time but who were compaiieros 
from State Security who had infiltrated 
them. Like Alberto Delgado, "the Man of 
Maisinicu," and other compaiieros who 
were killed. 

Or take the case of Commander Tony 
Santiago--the same one I fought under dur­
ing the revolutionary war. He had infiltrated 

Granma 
As the revolution grew stronger working people were able to eliminate the counter­
revolutionaries. "The aid the bandits got from abroad, from the U. S. government, was 
essential to their murderous conduct and length of time they were able to survive." 

born; you're thinking that the person be­
side you is your brother. And you don't care 
where he's from, only that he's another 
revolutionary. 

Through these actions, our combatants 
developed a sense of identity. We were 
LCBers. The members of Lucha Contra 
Bandidos considered ourselves a single 
group. You still see it today. The ones who 
are alive still say, ''I'm an LCBer." 

Anyway, as we grew stronger, the hour 
came to eliminate the bandits everywhere. 

Waters: What year was this? 
Dreke: In 1964 and 1965. The bandits 

were eliminated by 1965. I was not in Cuba 
when they. were finally finished off. I had 
left for the Congo. 

But I participated in one of the last op­
erations, as I recall. We captured Mario 
Bravo, one of the worst bandits, who oper­
ated in the Camagiiey region, on the border 
between Sancti Spiritus and Ciego de Avila. 

The conditions were being created to take 
the final step of eliminating the bandits. 

State Security had planned an operation 
to get one of the last groups out of the coun­
try and capture them at sea. A ruse was 
worked out: the bandits thought they were 
heading to the United States, when they 
were actually heading straight to jail. The 
story is told in the movie The Man of 
Maisinicu, a reference to Alberto Delgado. 
This compaiiero was a member of State Se­
curity who had infiltrated a group of ban-

the counterrevolutionary organizations and 
was an agent for a long time. As far as al­
most everyone was concerned, he was an 
enemy who had left Cuba. But he was a 
compaiiero from State Security who was 
carrying out a mission. And they killed 
him.3 

Many of these compaiieros faced rejec­
tion. Not even your father or mother or your 
wife knew anything. You couldn't even hint 
at the truth, because your life and the mis­
sion were on the line. People didn't know 
these compaiieros were secretly working for 
State Security. You can imagine how happy 
these families and others were when they 
found out the truth.4 

The job done by the political workers 
was another important factor in the struggle 
against the bandits. These compaiieros had 
a big responsibility. Because in addition to 
combing the woods with a rifle like we had 
to do, they had the painful and bitter mis­
sion of giving a mother the news her son 
was dead. 

One night a compaiiero was killed who 
was one of the youngest of our fighters. 
That day had been his fourteenth birthday. 
Earlier that day, or the day before, he had 
been wounded, and he died on his birth­
day. The family was waiting at home, hop­
ing he'd been given a leave. And the 
compaiieros had to take the body of the 
young boy to them. It was terrible to see 
this. Terrible. 

FROM THE ESCAMBRAY TO THE CONGO 

Bohemia 
Militia members in the Escambray. The struggle to defeat the counterrevolutionary 
bands strengthened working-class solidarity. "At moments of danger, you're not think­
ing about where you were born; you're thinking that the person beside you is your 
brother. And you don't care where he's from, only that he's another revolutionary." 

There were occasions when compaiieros 
had to bring information to parents and 
families who were not revolutionaries. 
That's also true. 

Then there was the case ofTartabul. This 
had a big impact on me personally. As I 
mentioned earlier, Tartabul had managed 
to escape the encirclement, the sweep of 
the area in Manicaragua, against Guillen's 
band. Tartabul was from Cumanayagua, and 
his brother was the head of one of our LCB 
companies. 

On the day of the final operation against 
Tartabul I told his brother, "Look, don't you 
go," because I knew his brother was there. 

"I have to go on the operation," he re­
-plied. 

"Don't go on the operation. Stay away." 
"No, I have to go on the operation." He 

insisted. 
I don't want to give a false picture. He 

didn't actually come up against his brother 
face to face. But he wanted to participate 
in the operation. His mother was a revolu­
tionary, a black woman who didn't under­
stand why her son was with the bandits and 
not with the rest of the family, who were 
all revolutionaries. 5 

Madrid: What enabled the bandits to 
keep functioning? How were they supplied? 
Who paid them? 

Dreke: The bandits were able to func­
tion because of the support they received 
from U.S. imperialism. There's no doubt 
about that. We don't say it for propaganda 
purposes, but because it's the truth. 

For one thing, their weapons came from 
the United States. During the first stage the 
bandits had a large quantity of weapons­
.30 caliber machine guns, and every other 
type of weapon. We have photos of the 
weapons they used. These weapons were 
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directly supplied by the Americans. Many 
were seized, but others remained hidden. 

Madrid: Were they sent by air? 
Dreke: By air and by sea. A large quan­

tity of weapons came in by sea along the 
coast extending from Corralillo through 
Sagua la Chica. 

At that time, unbeknown to us, the head 
of our navy in the Sagua la Grande region, 
Lt. Ramos, was a traitor. One of his respon­
sibilities was patrolling the coast in that 
area. And he simply didn't do it, so that 
weapons could be delivered to the coun­
terrevolutionaries. Ramos eventually took 
a speedboat and fled Cuba. 

Large quantities of weapons were also 
delivered by air. 

The money used by the bandits was sent 
by the Americans, too. Much of it was sent 
by way of the counterrevolutionary groups 
in Cuba that were United States puppets. 

They had cadres. They would pull people 
out of Cuba for training. They had a coun­
terrevolutionary organization inside the 
country, and a counterrevolutionary orga­
nization abroad led by the CIA. Some of 
these people-such as Evelio Duque, Cesar 
Paez, Ramonin Quesada, and others-fled 
during the first clean-up in 1960 and 1961. 
They were able to escape and leave the 
country. Others remained in Cuba. 

This didn't just happen in the Escambray. 
The same thing happened in Camaguey. 
There were clandestine shipments of weap­
ons through Nuevitas. They could do this 
because during the first years of the revo-

- lution, we really didn't have a navy; it con­
sisted of two small boats. 

So the aid the bandits got from abroad, 
from the U.S. government, was essential to 
their murderous course of conduct and the 
length of time they were able to survive. 
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U.S. rulers' assault 
Continued from front page 
single lead." 

To facilitate the hunt for visa overstayers 
Bush stated plans to increase funds for the 
INS and double the number of its agents. 
After touring the Coast Guard cutter Tahoma 
in South Portland, Maine, he also announced 
January 25 a proposal to develop a national 
tracking system to monitor the arrival and 
departure of noncitizens at U.S. airports, 
ports, and Canadian and Mexican border 
crossings. The budget increase for the INS 
would largely be used for computer systems 
to keep a list of the more than 30 million 
visas issued in the country each year. A com­
puter network to track foreign students, 
which was approved by the U.S. Congress 
six years ago, will be online next year. 

The INS has also established a new Bu­
reau of Immigration Enforcement that will 
oversee border patrols, investigations, and 
spying operations as part of the projected 
crackdown on an estimated 3 million im­
migrants who have expired visas. 

In making these moves the U.S. rulers are 
cognizant of the fact that many of those who 
do not have their papers all in order are 
working people, employed across the coun­
try in factories, mills, field jobs, restaurants, 
and many other industries. They have in­
creasingly joined struggles for workers' 
rights, led union organizing drives, and 
fought attempts to criminalize and dehu­
manize sections of the working class. 

In the effort to tighten border restrictions, 
Bush said the budget he plans to present to 
Congress February 4 will include funds for 
800 additional customs agents, as well as the 
Coast Guard's largest annual funding increase 
in history, the Washington Post reported. 
Coast Guard officials said some of the addi­
tional money would also be used for mari­
time "SWAT teams" and sea marshals. 

Rulers meet resistance 
Despite its attempts to press full steam 

ahead targeting workers' rights, the U.S. 
rulers have been encountering growing re­
sistance to their attacks. For example, 300 
people rallied on Martin Luther King Day 
in Jersey City and Paterson, New Jersey, to 
protest the detention of more than 350Arab 
and South Asian immigrants. They are be­
ing held in county jails with no charges 
against them after being rounded up as part 
ofWashington's "anti-terror" campaign. 

Protesters in Paterson shouted, "INS, FBI, 
No more kidnaps, no more lies!" while 
marching in front of the Passaic County jail. 
Among the demands raised by the demon­
strators were the repeal of the USA Patriot 
Act, release of detainees being held for im-

Rebels shoot down U.S. 
helicopter, Colombian 
military destroys it 

The Wall Street Journal carried the follow­
ing news item in a column on January 25: 

"Colombia's military destroyed a U.S. 
government helicopter to keep it from fall­
ing into the hands ofleftist rebels who forced 
the aircraft down during an anti-drug mis­
sion last week, U.S. officials said. Five Co­
lombian police officers died while trying to 
protect the downed aircraft, and three Co­
lombian army soldiers were wounded. The 
helicopter belonged to the U.S. State Depart­
ment but didn't have Americans on board 
when it took ground fire from the Revolu­
tionary Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, 
last Friday. The policemen 'were killed while 
securing the perimeter to rescue the crew of 
the downed helicopter,' a U.S. Embassy of­
ficial said in Bogota. The helicopter's crew, 
including a Peruvian pilot working for Dyn­
Corp., a Reston, Virginia, company con­
tracted by the U.S. government as part of the 
anti-drug-war effort, was evacuated un­
harmed. Although no U.S. citizens partici­
pated directly in the fighting, some were close 
to the action, a Colombian official said." 

Dyn-Corp and other similar companies 
"contracted by the U.S. government," are 
often fronts for CIA and Special Forces op­
erations in areas where Washington says it 
has no troops involved in combat operations. 

Readers of the well-crafted Journal article 
may appreciate how the author deftly avoids 
using words indicating that there was fight­
ing between the FARC and Colombian 
forces, that the helicopter was shot down by 
the FARC, or that government cops and 
troops were killed and wounded by rebel fire. 

migration violations, release of their names, 
and immediate access for inmates to legal 
information and representation. 

Assault helicopters for 'war at home' 
In the wake of the events on September 

11 Washington has stepped up the militari­
zation of the United States with some 8,000 
National Guardsmen deployed at airports 
across the country. The White House Office 
of Homeland Security said the February 3 
Super Bowl in New Orleans will be given 
special security status, complete with SWAT 
teams and National Guard troops patrolling 
inside and outside the stadium. Fighter jets 
and military attack helicopters will patrol 
the skies. And to make all the football fans 
feel safer, military experts are also consid­
ering equipping security forces with por­
table antiaircraft missile launchers. 

Not to be outdone on homeland defense, 
Connecticut governor John Rowland an­
nounced January 24 that the state's National 
Guard had acquired three of eight promised 
Black Hawk helicopters from the federal 
government. 

Under the guise of preventing "future ter­
rorist attacks," Bush said spending for 
"homeland defense" would include an ad­
ditional $3.5 billion to provide training and 
equipment for more than 550,000 cops in 
cities across country. "We will hire an addi­
tional 300 FBI agents to help fight the war 
on terror," he added. 

Military command at home 
The government has increased the num­

ber of sky marshals and deployed hundreds 
of Coast Guard cutters and aircraft to patrol 
ports. The U.S. Air Force Reserve has also 
flown more than 800 combat air patrols over 
Washington, New York, and more than two 
dozen other cities. 

Washington is taking further steps to es­
tablish a domestic military command in 
preparation for the use of U.S. troops against 
workers and farmers inside its borders. An 
article in the January 27 Washington Post re­
ported on White House plans to give a four­
star general authority over domestic deploy­
ments such as Air Force jets patrolling skies 
above U.S. cities, Navy ships running coastal 
checks, and Army National Guard troops po­
licing airports and border crossings. 

"This particular review will go ahead and 
establish the command," said an unnamed 
Defense Department official. "And then we 
will lay out a series of considerations over 
the course of the next several months to 
make it all happen." 

Meanwhile, government officials in New 
York City have created new counterterrorism 
and intelligence posts. The intelligence com­
missioner will have officers assigned to ev­
ery precinct in the city and be in charge of 
"investigating terrorism, international crime, 
drug trafficking and money laundering," the 
New York Times reported. The intelligence 
division will also share information with the 
CIA, FBI, and other cop agencies around the 
country and the world. 

David Cohen, who spent 35 years as a 
top CIA official, has taken the job of the 
city's deputy commissioner of intelligence. 
Cohen oversaw Washington's espionage 
around the globe during his stint as CIA di­
rector of operations. He said he intended to 
ensure "strong intelligence"-meaning spy­
ing operations-in New York. 

CIA broadens domestic spying 
Also under the banner of fighting the "war 

on terrorism," the U.S. Congress has now 
given the CIA broader powers, including 
new legal authority to snoop on U.S. resi­
dents, and has granted billions of dollars to 
go along with this new arrangement. The 
spy agency can also now obtain private 
records of institutions and corporations 
seized under federal court-approved 
searches. It can read secret grand jury testi­
mony without prior approval from a judge. 
Legislation is currently being discussed in 
Congress that would allow the CIA to inter­
cept e-mail messages sent to the United 
States from abroad, without requiring the 
agency to obtain a warrant. 

At the same time, the CIA has begun shift­
ing spies from overseas to domestic stations. 
According to the Los Angeles Times, the CIA 
shut down an office in Germany that moni­
tored Iranians and relocated some of the staff 
to Los Angeles, which has the largest Ira­
nian population of any city outside Iran. 

Another example of moves by city and 
state governments across the country to put 
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Connecticut governor John Rowland announces state budget plans January 24 that 
include the acquisition of three new Black Hawk helicopters from the federal govern­
ment as part of the state's "domestic security plan." 

in place repressive measures to curtail work­
ers' rights is a package of antiterrorism bills 
promoted by Maryland governor Parris 
Glendening. The legislation provides more 
wiretapping authority for cops to spy on tele­
phone conversations. The bills also create a 
15-member state security council that broad­
ens emergency powers of the governor, in­
cluding authorization to confine people to 
their homes or neighborhoods under the 
pretext of a chemical or biological attack, 
such as the recent anthrax scare incidents. 

More wars after Afghanistan 
"The fight against terrorism will not end 

in Afghanistan," Bush told a meeting of the 
Reserve Officers Association the day before 
speaking at the mayors conference. 

He said that the military budget for the 
next year "will be the largest increase in 
defense spending in the last 20 years" and 
noted that the additional expenditures would 
go toward more precision weapons, missile 
defenses, high-tech battlefield equipment, 
and unmanned aircraft--equipment that has 
proven effective for Washington in its wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Congress has already allocated $328 bil­
lion for military spending for the current 
fiscal year. According to the New York Times, 
Pentagon officials said some of the addi­
tional funds would be allocated for more 
tanks, warships, and fighter jets. The addi­
tional funds would bolster even more Wash­
ington's military edge over its imperialist 
rivals in Europe and Japan. 

Highlighting the war againstAfghanistan, 
Bush declared his intention to use military 
force to assert Washington's imperial pre­
rogatives around the world. "We've totally 
destroyed the [Afghanistan] government," 
he boasted. "We said, if you hide a 
terrorist... you're just as guilty as the terror­
ists, and we will hold you accountable, as 
the Taliban has found out." 

Repressive measures set up by Clinton 
The Bush administration's bipartisan 

course of waging more wars abroad, further 
steps toward militarization ofUnited States, 
and establishing repressive measures ini­
tially targeting immigrants and ultimately 
all workers is being built on the groundwork 
prepared by the Clinton administration. 
During years the great liberal was in office 
he engineered an increase of 100,000 more 
cops on the streets, while the U.S. prison 
population doubled to 2 million inmates. 

During those years the U.S. ruling class 
escalated its assaults on immigrant work­
ers, with the INS, now the largest federal 
cop agency, deploying some 15,000 armed 
agents, and stepping up factory raids and 
deportations to record numbers. Nearly 
300,000 immigrants were deported from 
1997-99. 

The Illegal Immigration Reform and Im­
migrant Responsibility Act and the Anti­
Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, 
both of which Clinton signed into law in 
1996, expanded the powers of the INS to 
seize and deport undocumented immigrants 
without the right to judicial review or ap­
peal. The laws authorized the INS to jail 
noncitizens based on "secret evidence" 
without bail in detention centers. Some two 
dozen people already had been imprisoned 
based on secret evidence, long before the 
September II World Trade Center attacks. 

In early 1999 Clinton called for spending 
$2.8 billion to establish a domestic military 
command. Several months later the Penta­
gon announced that it was changing its com-

mand structure to include for the first time 
the training of military forces for domestic 
use. The move was justified as an antiterror­
ism measure, but it laid the basis to use U.S. 
armed forces against the struggles of work­
ers and farmers in this country. 

Bush threatens Iran, 
Iraq, and Korea in 
address to Congress 

Proclaiming that "our war against terror is 
only beginning," President George Bush tar­
geted Iran, Iraq, and north Korea for bellig­
erent threats in his January 29 State of the 
Union address before Congress. He said that 
the three countries "constitute an axis of evil" 
and "pose a grave and growing danger." 

The U.S. president pointed to Wash­
ington's "most visible military action" in 
Afghanistan as the harbinger for the course 
ofU.S. imperialism in the world, describing 
his dispatch ofU.S. troops to the Philippines 
and threats against Somalia, where U.S. war­
ships patrol the coastal waters. 

Over the past several weeks Washington 
has stepped up propaganda against Tehran. 
Bush claims the Iranian government "exports 
terror" while repressing the Iranian people. 
A few weeks before his State of the Union 
speech he said the U.S. government"will take 
action against Tehran" if he deems it is try­
ing to foster instability in Afghanistan. 

The U.S. capitalists have neverreconciled 
themselves to the overthrow of the shah of 
Iran in 1979, when a massive revolutionary 
upheaval of oil workers, peasants, and other 
working people toppled the U.S.-backed re­
gime. This uprising dealt a blow to one of 
Washington's pro-imperialist pillars in the 
region and the U.S. government has sought 
to push back the gains of the Iranian toilers 
ever since. 

In his speech Bush accused the north Ko­
rean government of "arming with missiles 
and weapons of mass destruction, while 
starving its citizens." Washington maintains 
military pressure on the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, which refuses 
to bow to U.S. imperialist dictates. 

Coming out of World War II workers and 
peasants on the Korean peninsula mobilized 
in a revolutionary struggle that led to the over­
tum of capitalist property relations, includ­
ing a deep-going land reform, nationaliza­
tion of industry, and other social measures in 
the north. In response, the U.S. rulers waged 
a bloody war against the Korean people from 
1950 to 1953, resulting in the deaths of more 
than 3 million Koreans and the destruction 
of cities, factories, and mines as a result of 
Washington's saturation bombings. 

The war ended in a defeat for U.S. impe­
rialism, which failed to crush the workers 
state in the north. Today Washington main­
tains Korea as a divided nation, with its 
37,000 occupation troops, nuclear missiles, 
and a naval force based in south Korea. 

Before the joint session of Congress, Bush 
declared that "Iraq continues ... to support ter­
ror," although so far the U.S. rulers have been 
unable to produce any evidence linking 
Baghdad with the events on September 11. 
Bush's threats against Iraq register the fact 
that Washington has not given up on trying 
to attain what it failed to do in the 1990-91 
GulfWar: the overthrow of the Iraqi govern­
ment and the installation of a protectorate to 
do its bidding and act as a gendarme against 
the struggles of the Arab masses. -M. W. 



Australian. gov't brutalizes immigrants 
Continued from front page 
camp, where the largest number oflong-term 
detainees are held. Reporters were passed a 
handwritten statement from seven hunger 
strikers which said: "Now more than 370 
people have refused to eat.... Woomera is a 
hell hole; refugees are treated as animals." 

There have been ongoing protests at all 
the detention centers, including mass 
breakouts in June 2000. Tear gas, water can­
non, and other riot gear have been used fre­
quently by the guards against protesters. On 
December 1.7 and 18 last year, protests cli­
maxed with refugees setting fire to 21 build­
ings and huts at Woomera An escape at­
tempt was suppressed by guards. 

Suicide attempts are commonplace by 
some inmates, depressed and maddened by 
months and even years of imprisonment in 
these detention camps. Toward the end of 
the hunger strike, II teenagers at Woomera 
made a suicide pact, threatening to kill them­
selves if they were not released. Other des­
perate acts have included people sewing 
their lips together. In the latest protests, up 
to 35 hunger strikers at Woomera, includ­
ing teenagers, stitched their mouths. This is 
often done with a single stitch to the side of 
the mouth, symbolizing Canberra) attempts 
to stifle their voices. 

Attempts to demonize refugees 
As part of his ongoing efforts to demon­

ize the refugees in the ·eyes of other work­
ing people, Immigration Minister Philip 
Ruddock, without a shred of evidence, 
claimed that parents forced this painful pro­
test on their children. Jalil, a 21-year-old 
Iranian held for a year. said immigration 
officials lied in blaming the parents. "No­
body would stitch their child's mouth. The 
children who are doing it are between I 0 
and 15 years old. They see their family do­
ing it, so they do it," he said. 

Others at Woomera ingested a cocktail of 
detergent or shampoo and paracetomol. Six 
were hospitalized. The January protests rap­
idly spread to other detention camps around 
the country. 

At Port Hedland in the remote northwest 
of the continent, 17 detainees went on a 
hunger strike while protesters marched out­
side. At Curtin, four detainees joined the 
hunger strike, and six were hospitalized. At 
Maribyrnong in Melbourne, 22 detainees 
refused food, while 300 protesters gathered 
in support outside. 

At the Sydney rally, a live mobile phone 
hookup with an Iranian detainee inside 
Villawood was translated to the crowd. He 
asked, "Why are we being treated like crimi­
nals?" Sister Susan Connelly of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph said it was important to chal­
lenge the ideas of"Pauline Hanson and her 
puppeteers." Hanson, the former head of the 
rightist Qne Nation Party, is a prominent 
anti-immigrant politician. Denny Faddoul, 
New South Wales President of the National 
Union of Students, pointed out that "noth­
ing has changed since the White Australia 
Policy" and that Australia is "the only coun­
try on earth that locks up asylum-seekers." 
He labeled the government's actions "a dis­
grace." The White Australia Policy was 
aimed at administering immigration laws to 
ensure that non-Europeans were not admit­
ted to the country. 

Frustration at bureaucratic delays in the 
processing of visas boiled over when the 
Immigration Minister, Philip Ruddock, told 
the media there would be a freeze on the 
work as punishment for the December fire 
protests. Government spokespeople also 
said that Afghan people w£Juld have to re­
turn home now that the war to replace the 
Taliban regime is over. 

Prime Minister John Howard has accused 
the hunger strikers of trying to "morally in­
timidate" his government. During the elec­
tion campaign last year, in the midst of the 
war on Afghanistan, Howard, with thinly 
veiled racism, had smeared asylum seekers 
as possible terrorists. Howard and Ruddock 
have continually stood reality on its head, 
painting those on the receiving end of their 
government's inhuman policies as the 
criminals. 

The issue is the most polarized in Aus­
tralian politics but the ground has begun to 
shift. As the detainees have stood up for their 
dignity, gathering support from outside, and 
as international condemnation grows, num­
bers of prominent figures have taken their 
distance from Howard's intransigent line. In 
an embarrassment for the government, 
Neville Roach resigned in the midst of the 

hunger strike as chairman of the Council for 
Multicultural Australia, saying that Canberra 
was inflaming prejudice, not only against 
refugees, but against all those of Middle 
Eastern appearance. 

The refugees suffer constant taunts to "go 
home," harassment and brutalization by cen­
ter guards who call their rubber-coated ba­
tons "blackPanadol"-a reference to a com­
mon painkilling drug. A government om­
budsman concluded that the detained refu­
gees have fewer rights than convicted crimi­
nals and that the guards, employed by a pri­
vate company, were less accountable than 
prison wardens. They have the "right" to 
strip-search anyone older than 10. 

Polarization over detentions 
As the Sydney protesters marched 

through neighborhood streets to the deten­
tion center on January 27, some onlookers 
jeered and others cheered, reflecting the 

sharp polarization over the issue. 
One young wharfie (dockworker) who 

has worked for three years at Patrick, Port 
Botany, voiced a common sentiment when 
he told this correspondent that "if the refu­
gees are allowed to just come in, we will all 
be working for $2 an hour." Other workers 
have reacted against the inhumanity of the 
government. Paul Keating, 34, also a wharfie 
at Patrick for two years and a member of 
the Labor Party, said, "We're talking about 
human rights and decency here. These 
people are coming from a desperate situa­
tion but they've been demonized." 

The new Labor opposition leader, Simon 
Crean, broke his silence on the issue after 
two weeks, trying to keep up bipartisan sup­
port for the government on "border protec­
tion" while criticizing Howard's breach of 
bipartisanship on "multiculturalism." Crean 
offered belated "compassion" for "innocent 
children behind razor wire," proposing that 

children and mothers be released into the 
community. 

It was a Labor government that intro­
duced mandatory detention of refugees 
without papers. For two-thirds of the 20th 
century, the White Australia policy was in­
scribed in Labor's platform. Only in the 
1970s and '80s did this change to support 
for "multiculturalism." Like the party as a 
whole, Labor's frontbench is divided over 
the issue. 

A national protest has been called for 
February 12 for the opening session outside 
Parliament House in Canberra, with wide 
endorsement from former detainees and 
refugee rights, church, community, and po­
litical organizations. 

Ron Poulsen is a member of the Maritime 
Union of Australia. Joanne Kuniansky, a 
member of the Australasian Meat Employ­
ees Union, contributed to this article. 

Bosses seek to topple Chavez government 
BY ROGER CALERO 

Political polarization in Venezuela is 
deepening as the employers extend their 
reactionary drive against the government of 
President Hugo Chavez. The latest action 
occurred on January 23, when the main 
employers association organized a march of 
70,000 people. Six weeks earlier the bosses 
had organized a one-day strike to oppose a 
series of government measures. The action 
shut down 85 percent of the country's busi­
nesses and industries. 

The antigovernment demonstrators 
marched in the streets of Caracas, the Ven­
ezuelan capital, banging pots and carrying 
coffins symbolizing the end of the regime. 
The actions have received the support of 
officials of the main trade union federation, 
the Venezuelan Workers' Confederation, 
which is aligned with the capitalist opposi­
tion Democratic Action Party. The same day 
some 30,000 government' supporters­
mostly working people-marched in re­
sponse to the bosses' action. 

El Universal, a Venezuelan daily, de­
scribed the protesters' "main banner" as ''the 
defense of citizens' rights, public freedoms, 
and the rescue of the fundamental principles 
of democracy"-allegedly threatened by 
Chavez's attitude towards the press and 
other institutions. 

The demand by the wealthy capitalists 
and landowners for Chavez to step down is 
ultimately aimed at workers and peasants. 
Wealthy capitalists and landowners have 
bridled at a land reform law proposed by 
Chavez. The act allows the government to 
take over privately owned idle land and hand 
it to peasants to farm. Another measure op­
posed by capitalists and the imperialists in­
creases the royalties paid by private-sector 
oil companies. 

Pedro Carmosa Estanga, president of the 
big-business federation Fedecamaras, said 
on January 29 that, given the critical politi­
cal and economic situation in the country, 
the federation "has decided to declare itself 
on permanent watch, and is willing to act in 
a belligerent manner if necessary." 

The big-business media has been on a 
campaign to· condemn Chavez for his "au­
thoritarian" government style and his abuse 
of executive powers, threatening 
Venezuela's "democratic traditions." The 
newspaper owners have also blamed the 
president's "tone of discourse" for inciting 
attacks against government opponents and 
the media. At a January 21 rally, the Ven­
ezuelan president asked supporters not to 
attack press reporters, saying that the argu­
ment was with the media owners. 

Two weeks before, hundreds of demon­
strators had surrounded the building of the 
opposition daily El Nacional, after its edi­
tors ran a piece titled, "Dictator without a 
mask." News articles reported that the dem­
onstrators carried signs saying, "We ask the 
media to publish the truth" and-in refer­
ence to the newspaper owners' campaign­
"Why do they lie?" 

Washington has backed the anti-Chavez 
drive and has expressed its uneasiness at the 
new package of measures directed at the oil 
companies. A January 12 Financial Times 
article stated that Washington has abandoned 
the "concept of responding to Mr. Chavez 
according to what he does, rather than what 
he says ... and is now trying to figure out how 
to deal with a 'rogue democracy."' 

Above, Venezuelan president Hugo 
Chavez joined some 30,000 supporters, 
mostlv workers, in demonstration Janu­
ary 23, in response to antigovernment 
action called by the country's employ­
ers association with the support of the 
officialdom ofthe main trade union fed­
eration. Two weeks before, the bosses or­
ganized a one-day strike that shut down 
85 percent of the country's businesses 
and industries to oppose a series of gov­
ernment measures. The Venezuelan rul­
ers are extending their reactionary drive 
against the Chavez regime and are 
openly encouraging fissures between 
Chavez and the military. At right, dem­
onstrators in front of military base in 
Caracas carry signs saying, "If you are 
not with Venezuela, who are you with?" 

Chavez, who led a failed coup in 1992 
against the discredited government of Carlos 
Andres Perez, came to power in 1998 in the 
midst of an acute social crisis. In spite of its 
status as one of the world's largest oil ex­
porters, half the workforce was unemployed 
or underemployed, and 70 percent of the 
country's 21 million people were living be­
low the poverty line. 

Chavez won a hearing by claiming to 
champion the rights of the poor. Using anti­
corruption demagogy, he presented himself 
as a strong leader from outside the estab­
lishment who would take decisive action to 
fix these problems. 

He promised to bring stability and to im­
prove the lives of workers and peasants, while 
defending the Venezuelan nation-capitalists 
and workers alike. He took a nationalist stand, 
evoking the figure of Simon Bolivar, a Ven­
ezuelan national hero and a prominent 
leader of the anticolonial struggle in Latin 
America in the early 19th century. 

Hard-hit by low world market prices for 
oil, which accounts for half the government 
revenue and a third of economic output, the 
Venezuelan economy registered a 2.7 per­
cent growth last year, well below both gov­
ernment projections and the 3.2 percent 

growth recorded in 2000. Bank reserves 
shrank by 25 percent in the year. 

The relatively low turnout at the pro-gov­
ernment rally on January 23 parallels opin­
ion polls that show declining support for the 
Chavez government. The employers are 
openly encouraging fissures between 
Chavez and the military. 

Following the antigovernment demon­
stration, Chavez replaced several cabinet 
members, appointing naval captain Ramon 
Rodriguez Chacin, one of the officers who 
participated in his failed 1992 coup, as In­
terior Minister. 

Chavez moved Adina Bastidas from 
deputy vice president to minister of trade 
and industry. Expressing the judgment of 
the capitalist rulers, the Financial Times of 
London quoted Venezuelan "political ana­
lyst" Anibal Romero, who complained: 
"You would find it hard to think of a more 
inadequate appointment. She's an enemy of 
private enterprise and intensely dislikes the 
culture of capitalism." 

Opposition groups have announced that 
the protests will continue in February. Al­
ready actions have been called to coincide 
with a march to be led by Chavez at the be­
ginning of next month. 
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West Coast marchers 
oppose intervention 
of U.S. in Philippines 
BY ROLLANDE GIRARD 

SAN FRANCISCO-Chanting, ''No Jus­
tice! No Peace! U.S. Out of the Philippines!'' 
and "What do we want! Justice not War. 
When do we want it'? Now! Even more!'' a 
spirited crowd of 150 people marched 
through the streets of San Francisco Janu­
ary 24 to protest Washington's decision to 
send U.S. troops to the Philippines. 

Many of the participants were of Filipino 
origin, the majority were young. Signs read, 
''Philippines not fur sale." and "U.S. troops 
terrorize the Filipino people.'' 

The march was initiated by the Filipinos 
For Global Justice Not War Coalition. and 
endorsed bv. among others. Bavan Interna­
tional, Gabriela N~tvvork. Co~m1ittee for 
Human Rights in the Philippines, Filipinos 
for Affirmative Action. Filipino Workers As­
sociation, andAnakbayan. In a written state­
ment inviting people to participate in this 
protest, the coalition explained the U.S. gov­
ernment "has announced the next site of its 
Terror War ... the Philippines' southern island 
of Mindanao. More than 1,000 armed U.S. 
troops will be marching on Filipino soil in a· 
war that the Filipino people oppose with regu­
lar mass protests all over the nation," it said. 

Rhonda Ramiro, from the Committee for 
Human Rights in the Philippines, said she 
is "outraged that the U.S. military is back 

in our land. For I 00 years they've occupied 
our country." she said. This "is an attack on 
the sovereignty of our people and we will 
fight against it." Tony Segarra. a participant 
in the march and a member of the Filipino 
Workers Association, told the Afilitant that 
"the war is not a solution for the world eco­
nomic crisis. It doesn't \Vork that way. His­
tory says that military solutions 
will just create more problems." 

One other issue that was raised 
at the protest was the loss ofjobs 
for airport screeners who are Fili­
pinos. The Aviation and Trans­
portation Security Act. \Yhich was 
signed by President George Bush 
Nmember 19. made the 2R.OOO 
screeners federal employees. in­
creased the scrutiny of passen­
gers and luggage. put air mar­
shals on the planes. and required 
screeners to be U.S. citizens 
within a year. 

It is estimated that about one­
fourth of all workers currently 
holding screening jobs are non-
citizens. In San Francisco, 80 percent of the 
800 screeners are noncitizens and in Los 
Angeles the number is around 40 percent 
of the 1.000 screeners. 

This law "singles out noncitizen people,'' 

Abow: Militant/Shirlcv Pci\a 

"" Above: Young Filipinos lead march iri. San 
Francisco against U.S. intervention. Left: 
protest in Manila condemns government 
complicity with Washington. 

said Ramiro. "Filipinos are specifically af­
fected because so many are not citizens. This 
is even though for the National Guards and 
other positions you don't need to be a citi­
zen. You can even register into the U.S. 

armed forces to fight U.S. wars" without 
being a citizen, she added. 

MILITANT LABOR FORUMS----

A suit seeking to overturn the provision 
requiring screeners to be citizens was filed 
by lawyers from the American Civil Liber­
ties Union and the Service Employees In­
ternational Union in federal court. They ar­
gue that the citizenship requirement is a vio­
lation of the constitutional right to equal 
protection. 

CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco 
Why the Ruling Class :"'eeds the Death Pen­
alty, Why Working People Need to End It. 
Speaker: Deborah Li<~tos. Socialist Workers Party. 
Fri .. Feb. 8. 7:30p.m. Dinner at 6:30p.m. 
The Truth Behind the 1993 U.S. Invasion of 
Somalia and the Working-Class View of 
'Black Hawk Down.' Speaker: Bill Kalman, 
Socialist Workers Party. Fri. Feb. 15, 7:30p.m. 
Dinner at 6:30p.m. 3926 :'vfission St. Donation. 
55 Tel: (415) 584-2135. 

FLORIDA 
Miami 

MICHIGAN 
Detroit 
The Revolutionary Legacy of 'lalcolm X. 
Excerpts from documentary on life of l\lalcolm 
X. discussion. Fri. Feb. 8. 7:30 p.m. 421!8 rt: 
lemm: Tel: (331 J 554-0504. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
U.S. Out of the Philippines! Fri .. Feb. 8. 7:00 
p.m. 7 :'vfason .h·e .. Otahuhu. Suggnred dona­
tion: 53. Tel. (09) 2 76-8!185. 

Christchurch 
Do U.S. Rulers Aid the Struggle of Afghan 
Women? Fri .. Feb. 8. 7:00p.m. Gloucesrer Ar­
cade. 129 Gloucester St. Suggested donarion: S3. 

Tel: (03! 365-6055. 

AUSTRALIA. 
Sydney 
Stop Canberra's Brutal Attacks on Refugees! 
Open the Border, Close the Camps! Speaker: 
Ron Poulsen, Communist League and member, 
:\laritime Union ofAustralia. Sun .. Feb. I 0. 4:00 
p.m.l.lrjloUI: 3281-3 Beamish Sr .. Campsic. Do­
nation: 54. Tel: !02) I.J718-0197. 

CANADA 
Vancouver 
The Occupation of Afghanistan-Part of Ac­
celerated Assault on Workers' Rights. Speaker: 
Bett)~ Brown. Communist League. Fri .. Feb. 8. 
7:30p.m. f¢202D-4806 .\lain StreeT. Tel: (604) 
872-8343. 

Jeimy Gebin. the lead plaintiff, told the 
San Francisco Clzronicle, "The craziest part 
is that if I get tired. I can go enroll in the 
National G~tard and be back in the airport. 
with a gun ... standing behind the screeners." 

One of the many speakers at the rally held 
in front of the Filipino consulate at the end 
of the march invited people to come to a 
meeting to protest the tiring of an airport 
screener for her involven1ent in challeng­
ing the mistreatment of many Filipino co­
workers at one of the terminals. 

Another protest has been called for Feb­
ruary 5 to mark the 1 03rd anniversary of 
the start of the Filipino-American War. 

Rollande Girard is a garment worke1: Behind the Recent Assault on Parliament in 
Haiti. For Immediate Release of Haitian Refu­
gees Held at Krome Immigration Detention 
Center. Speakers: Tony Jeanthenour. Veye Yo: 
Eric Simpson. Socialist Workers Party. meat 
packer. Fri. Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m. Reception at 6:30 
p.m. 8365 NE 2nd Ave., 2nd Floor. Donation: 
54. Tel: (305) 751-7076. 

-IF YOU· LIKE THIS PAPER, LOOK US UP 

NEW JERSEY 
Newark 
What's Behind the Implosion ofEnron?What 
It Reveals about the Illusions of Lifetime Ben­
efits for Working People. Fri. Feb. I, 7:30p.m. 
506 Springfield Ave., 3rd Floor. Donation: 54. 
Tel: (973) 643-3341. 

NEW YORK 
Brooklyn 
U.S. Militar:1 Out of the Philippines. Speaker: 
Olympia Newton, Socialist Workers Party and 
Young Socialists. 3 72A 53rd St. (at 4th A1·e.) 
Donation: 55. (718) 567-8014. 

Garment District 
The Afghan Occupation: The U.S. Prepares for 
Future Wars. Speaker: Brian Williams, Socialist 
Workers Party. Fri., Feb. I, 7:30p.m. 545 8thAl·-

enue 14th Floor. Donation: 54. (212) 695-7358. 

Upper Manhattan 
The 1951 Waterfront Lockout in New 
Zealand. Fifty Years Ago, Workers Resisted 
Rulers' Drive to War and Austeritv. Featuring 
Shattered Dreams, film in tribute t~ watersid~ 
workers and their allies. Speaker: Patrick O'NeilL 
Afilitant correspondent. Fri .. Feb. I, 7:30 p.m. 
599 W I 87th Street, 2nd Flo01: Donation: 55. 
Tel: (212) 7 40-461'1 

-CALENDAR-
PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia 
Cuba in Today's World: from Camp X-Ray 
to the Miami Five. Speakers: Jose Luis Noa and 
Oscar Redondo (First Secretary) of the Cuban 
Interests Section. Wed., Feb. 13. 7:30p.m. Re­
ception at 7:00p.m. University olPennsylvania, 
Houston Hall, 3417 Spruce Street. Tel: (917) 
971-3284. 

Where to find Pathfinder books and 
distributors of the Militant, Perspectiva 
Jfundial, New International, Nouvelle 
Internationale, Nueva Internacional and 
Ny International. 

UNITED STATES 
ALABAMA: Birmingham: 3029A 

Bessemer Road. Zip: 35208. Tel: (205) 780-
0021. E-mail: 73712.3561«:~compuserve.com 

CALIFORNIA: Los Angeles: 4229 S. 
Central Ave. Zip: 90011. Tel: (323) 233-93 72. 
E-mail: 74642.326({1;.compuserve.com 
San Francisco: 3926 Mission St. Zip: 94112. 
Tel: (415) 584-2135. E-mail:sfswp 
@hotmail.com 

COLORADO: Craig: 6 West Victory Way. 
Zip: 81625. Mailing address: P.O. Box 1539. 
Zip: 81626. Tel: (970) 826-0289.E-mail: 
westemcoloradoswp@yahoo.com 

FLORIDA: Miami: 8365 NE 2nd Ave. 
#206 Zip: 33138. Tel: (305) 751-7076. E-mail: 
Pathmiami@yahoo.com Tampa: P.O. Box 
16002. Zip: 33687. E-mail: 
TOC 1 004@aol.com 

GEORGIA: Atlanta: 2791 Lakewood Ave. 
Zip: 30315. Mailing address: P.O. B_ox 
162515. Zip 30321. Tel: ( 404) 763-2900. 
E-mail: atlpathfinder@cs.com 

ILLINOIS: Chicago: 1212 N. Ashland 
Suite 20 I. Zip: 60622. Tel: (773) 342-1780. 
E-mail: ChicagoPathfinder@compuserve.com 

IOWA: Des Moines: 3720 6th Ave. Zip: 
50313. Tel: (515) 288-2970. E-mail: 
swpdesmoines@cs.com 

MASSACHUSETTS: Boston: 12 
Bennington St. Mailing address: P.O. Box 702. 
Zip: 02124. Tel: (617) 569-9169. E-mail: 
1 03426.3430@compuserve.com 

MICHIGAN: Detroit: 4208 W. Vernor St. 
Mailing address: P.O. Box 441580 
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Zip: 48244. Tel: (313) 554-0504. 
E-mail: I 04127 .3505(~compuserve.com 

MI~NESOTA: St. Paul: 113 Bernard St.. 
\Vest St. Paul. Zip: 55118. Tel: ( 651) 644-
6325. E-mail: TC6446325@cs.com 

~EW JERSEY: :"iewark: 506 Springfield 
Ave. 3rd floor. Zip: 07103. Mailing address: 
Riverfront Plaza. P.O. Box 200117. Zip: 
07102-0302. Tel: (973) 643-3341. 
E-mail: swpnewark@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK: Brooklyn: 372A 53rd St. 
(at 4th Ave.) Mailing address: PMB 106. 4814 
4th Ave. Zip: 11220. Tel: (718) 567-.8014. E­
mail: swpbrooklyn@,earthlink.net Garment 
District, 545 8th Ave. Mailing address: P.O. 
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Upper ;\1anhattan: 599 W. 187 St. #lA 
Zip: 10033. Tel: (212) 740-4611. E-mail: 
swpuptown(iyusa.net 

OHIO: Cleveland: 11018 LorainAve. Zip: 
44111. Te 1: ( 2 1 6) 6 8 8- I I 9 0. E-m a i I: 
103253.1111~1compuserve.c('m 

PENNSYLVANIA: Philadelphia: 5237N. 
5th St. Zip: 19120. Tel: (215) 324-7020. E­
mail: PhiladelphiaSWP(a yahoo.com 
Pittsburgh: 5907 Penn Ave. Suite 225. Zip. 
15206. Tel: (412) 365-1090. 
E-mail: 103122.720@compuserve.com 

TEXAS: Houston: 619 West 8th St. Zip: 
77007. Te I: ( 713) 869-65 50. E-mail: 
swphouston@evl.net 

WASHINGTON, D.C.: 3437 14th St. NW 
Zip: 20010. Tel: (202) 387-1590. E-mail: 
dc-swp@starpower.net 

WASHINGTON: Seattle: 5418 Rainier 
Avenue South. Zip: 98118-2439. Tel: (206) 
323-1755. E-mail: swpseattle@qwest.net 

AUSTRALIA 
Sydney: I st Flr, 3/281-287 Beamish St., 

Campsie, NSW 2194. Maiiing address: P.O. 
Box K879. Haymarket, NSW 1240. Tel: (02) 
9718 9698. 
E-mail: cl~australia@ bigpond.com 

BRITAIN 
London: 4 7 The Cut. Postal code: SE 1 8LL. 

Tel: 020-7928-7993. 
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CANADA 
Montreal: 4613 St. Laurent. Postal code: 

H2T IR2. Tel: (514) 284-7369. E-mail: 
Librpath@sympatico.ca 

Toronto: 2761 Dundas St. West. Postal 
code: M6P 1Y4. Tel: (416) 767-3705. 
E-mail: milpathtoronto@sympatico.ca 

Vancouver: #2020-4806 Main St. Postal 
code: V5V 3R8. Tel: (604) 872-8343. E-mail: 
clvancouver@cs.com 

FRANCE 
Paris: Centre MBE 175, 23 rue Lecourbe. 

Postal code: 75015. Tel: (0 I) 47-26-58-21. E­
mail: 73504.442@compuserve.com 

ICELAND 
Reykjavik: Skolavordustig 6B. Mailing 

address: P. Box 0233, IS 121 Reykjavik. Tel: 
552 5502. E-mail: milpth@mmedia.is 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland: Suite 3, 7 MasonAve., Otahuhu. 

Postal address: P.O. Box 3025. Tel: (9) 276-
8885. 
E-mail: milpath.auckland@actrix.gen.nz 

Christchurch: Gloucester Arcade, 129 
Gloucester St. Postal address: P.O. Box 13-
969. Tel: (3) 365-6055. 
E-mail: pathfinder.militant@paradise.net.nz 

SWEDEN 
Stockholm: Domargrand 16 (T-bana 

Vastertorp) Postal code: S-129 04. Tel: (08) 31 
69 33.E-mail: I 00416.2362@compuserve.com 
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They'll hire judges directly?­

"Delaware's top judge said he has 
created a task force to study using 
corporations' and other donations 

ing ahead with an "experimental" 
inspection program to spot con­
taminated and bruised chickens. 
Company employees inspect the 
poultry and the federal inspectors 
inspect the inspectors. At five of 11 
chicken plants, a Congressional 
committee found more contamina­
tion than previously. 

agreed to by the company's audi­
tor-theAndersen accounting firm 
that won headlines by shredding 
Enron records. 

magazine, India Today. He spoke 
on the condition that the press be 
kept out. Later, participants con­
fided to reporters that Gore con­
fided to them he supported the U.S. 
war against Afghanistan. He also 
urged that India take further steps 
to allow foreign investments. 

wage of $284,000. The housing 
perk was initially granted when 
Wiggins relocated to Los Angeles 
to take the job on a temporary ba­
sts. 

Chainsaw needed oil-Albert 
"Chainsaw" Dunlop (he gained the 
title by his ruthless capacity to slash 
payrolls of troubled companies) is 
ready to cough up $15 million to 
shareholders at bankrupt Sunbeam 
appliances where he cooked the 
books to conceal losses. Earlier, a 
damage payment to Sunbeam 
shareholders of $110 million was 

Note to Mr. D-lf Dunlop can 
fake Canadian residency, he's eli­
gible to share cash being dispensed 
by Canada's Dunlop Tire. To pro­
mote their brand name, the com­
pany set up a $25,000 fund to be 
divided equally among all Canadi­
ans named Dunlop who legally 
change their names to "Dunlop 
Tire." How about an "Albert 
Chainsaw Dunlop Tire." 

Nervous?-After completing an 
internal auditing of company 
books, Homestore.com booted 
seven employees. 

How delicate-A 3,000 gallon 
spill of raw human sewage hit Little 
Corona Beach in the Orange 
County, California, coastline. It was 
the second such mishap in January. 
A delicately worded press release 
ruled the area off-limits until it was 
no longer "tainted." 

to help pay for the state courts."­
Delaware News Journal. 

Let the workers take the rap­
The agriculture department is press-

Pst-Ex vice prez Gore was the 
keynote speaker at a New Delhi, 
India, conference sponsored by the 

Sweet-The Los Angeles city 
council voted to continue a $3,500 
a month housing allowance for 
David Wiggins, the top dog at the 
Department of Water and Power. 
That's in addition to his annual 

Thought for the week-"Com­
panies come and go. It's part of the 
genius of capitalism."-Treasury 
Secretary Paul O'Neill musing on 
the fate of Enron. 

Meat packers discuss fight against plant closing 
BY BETSEY STERN 

CHICAGO-An article in the January 10 
issue ofExito, the Spanish-language weekly 
published by the Chicago Tribune, sheds 
new light on the fight of workers at the 
American Meatpacking Corporation 
(AMPAC) here who lost their jobs when the 

company closed the plant in November. 
The workers were given no warning of 

the shutdown. AMPAC told them the com­
pany did not have to abide by the Worker 
Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act, 
which requires companies to inform em­
ployees 60 days in advance of a plant clos-

Telephone workers in New Jersey 
r~lly for holiday pay on King Day 

Militant/ Jane Harris 
Members of Black Telephone Workers for Justice lead march in Newark, New Jersey, 
January 21, demanding that Martin Luther King Day be a paid holiday. 

BY NANCY ROSENSTOCK 
NEWARK, New Jersey-Chanting"What 

do we want? Martin Luther King Day off as 
a paid holiday," 125 people marched and ral­
lied in front of the main headquarters of 
Verizon downtown here on January 21. 

The demonstration was organized by the 
Black Telephone Workers for Justice 
(BTWFJ), a group formed one year ago. 
They work at Verizon and are members of 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) Local 827. The workers 
are demanding that the company make Mar­
tin Luther King's birthday a paid holiday. 

frllm !Mhfitwler 
The Chanalina Face 
of u.s. Pollii:lics 
Working-Class Politics and the Unions 

jACK BARNES ~A c ••• •. H •• 

A handbook for ~ 
workers coming 
into the factories, 
mines, and mills. It 
shows how millions 
of workers, as po­
litical resistance 
grows, will revolu­
tionize themselves, 
their unions, and 
all of society. Also 
available in Spanish and French. $19.95 

Availaf?le from bookstores, 
including those listed on page 12 

At a rally held after the march, Ron Wash­
ington, president of the organization, ex­
plained that they have been successful in 
getting the union local to officially support 
this demand and to fight for it to be in their 
contract. which expires next year. ''We don't 
just want this as a paid holiday for Verizon 
workers," he added, "but for all workers." 

IBEW Local 827 president Dominic 
Turdo, who also spoke at the event, said, "I 
am happy to be invited to speak here. Our 
local is in full support of making Martin 
Luther King's birthday a paid holiday." 

Hassan Abdus-Sabur, a 28-year-old tele­
phone worker who is vice president of the 
BTWFJ, told the Militant, "The most signifi­
cant thing is that we got 90 percent of the 
workers at the two garages where we work 
to take off." He said some of the union offi­
cials carried BTWFJ signs and a few of his 
co-workers who missed the demonstration 
told him they planned to participate next year. 

Among those participating in the action 
were nursing home workers, members of the 
Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU). They came with their union banner 
and one SEIU official spoke at the rally. 
Larry Adams, president of Mailhandlers 
Local300, also spoke on behalfofhis union. 

Other speakers included representatives 
from the People's Organization for Progress, 
the Newark Coalition ofNeighborhoods, the 
Socialist Workers Party, and civil rights at­
torney Arthur Kinoy. 

Nancy Rosenstock is a member of the Union 
ofNeedletrades, Industrial and Textile Em­
ployees. 

ing. The bosses at AMPAC claim the law 
does not apply to them because the plant 
was closed by an order of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture (USDA) after inspec­
tors found unsanitary conditions. 

In the Exito article, a USDA official is 
quoted as saying they never ordered the 
plant closed. According to spokeswoman 
Carol Blake, the USDA did temporarily re­
voke AMPAC's license, but when the com­
pany submitted a list of actions to improve 
sanitary conditions at the plant "we were in 
agreement with the proposals of the com­
pany and we were awaiting other measures 
when ... AMPAC decided to close instead of 
continuing with the process of inspections.'' 

TheAMPAC workers are demanding two 
months severance pay, extension of medi­
cal benefits, unpaid vacation pay, and two 
half-days pay that the company still owes 
them. 

'What happened was not an error' 
At a Militant Labor Forum here January 

12, workers discussed the fight at AMPAC 
as well as other labor struggles in the Chi­
cago area. Rufino Pena, a leader of the fight 
with 27 years atAMPAC, pointed out: "Hu­
man beings commit errors, but what hap­
pened here was not an error. What happened 
was horrible .... We had a right to be noti­
fied. We have a right to severance pay. We 
will keep fighting for the two days pay and 
also vacation pay." 

Silvia Contreras, a worker with 18 months 
in the plant, spoke of the injustice of telling 

workers, "some with 20 or 30 years in the 
plant, right before the holidays, that all our 
benefits are cut off." She said many work­
ers, like herself, are in the middle of medi­
cal treatments that they now cannot pay for. 

Several workers from the Latino Union, 
which has supported the AMPAC workers 
in their struggle, spoke at the forum. Jose 
Landaverde, director of the Latino Union, 
described struggles of day laborers in Chi­
cago against the abuses of the temporary 
agencies, a fight that the Latino Union has 
helped lead. He pointed to efforts by the 
Latino Union to link up fights of temporary 
workers with those of permanent employ­
ees, giving as an example the case of a strike 
at Appetizers, where the Latino Union 
helped organize workers at a temporary 
agency to refuse work at Appetizers during 
the strike. 

Joel Britton, an AMPAC worker and So­
cialist Workers Party leader, pointed to the 
potential for deepening struggles against the 
"dog-eat-dog system of capitalism whose 
crimes we are hearing documented tonight." 
He gave as examples the struggles of work­
ers in Argentina and the push forward given 
to the class struggle in the United States by 
the big influx of immigrants in recent years. 

Britton cited the USDA spokesperson's 
statement inExito, saying this revelation can 
be taken advantage of by AMPAC workers 
to seek official UFCW backing for the fight 
to punish this meat boss for violating the 
Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notifi­
cationAct. 

25 AND 50 YEARS AGO 

THE MILITANT 
February 11, 1977 

In his "fireside chat" February 2, Presi­
dent Carter called on the American people 
to "sacrifice." "waste less energy,'' and tum 
down our thennostats. He declared that "the 
energy shortage is permanent" and blamed 
it on our failure "to take energy conserva­
tion seriously." 

This is a lie. Working people are not to 
blame for this crisis and. we should not have 
to pay for it. The heat shortage was deliber­
ately created by the giant energy corpora­
tions. They want higher prices and will stop 
at nothing to get them. 

The energy profiteers-Exxon, Texaco, 
Gulf, Mobil, and a handful of others-shed 
no tears if factories are closed and millions 
are thrown out of work. They do not care if 
schools are shut down. 

They care for one thing only: profit. 
The energy trust has conspired to curtail 

production and create an artificial shortage. 
With their hand on the throttle of natural 
gas production and shipment, they are hold­
ing the entire country hostage in the freez­
ing winter to achieve their goal of higher 
prices and profits. 

Vital information about this crisis is kept 
secret by the corporations and the govern­
ment. How much gas is really available? 
What reserves are untapped?What is the real 
cost of producing this gas? 

Carter piously urged the oil and gas com­
panies to "be honest." But they are not hon­
est! The only way to uncover the truth is to 
open the records of the energy corporations 
to public scrutiny so that committees of trade 
unionists and consumers can examine them. 

THE MILITANT 
PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE 
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February 11, 1952 

Little-known facts about American in­
vestments in the privately owned Suez Ca­
nal Company, which operates the canal for 
profits, has been disclosed by Washington 
columnist RobertS. Allen in the Feb. 2 N. Y 
Post. "The American stake in this strategic 
waterway," he says, "is far greater than gen­
erally realized." 

Allen's information reveals part of the 
true reasons-which are strictly imperial­
ist-why Washington has been secretly pre­
paring for armed intervention against the 
Egyptians and has been putting tremendous 
pressure on Egypt's government to come to 
terms with British imperialism. Somerville 
Pinkney Tuck, former U.S. ambassador to 
Egypt, is one of the directors of the Suez 
Canal Co. 

About one-fourth of the stock of this com­
pany is now owned by American citizens. 

"More American-owned oil passed 
through the Canal in 1950 and '51," reports 
Allen "than that of any other country, in­
cluding Britain, heretofore the leading oil 
power in the Middle East." 

The Rockefeller-controlled Standard Oil 
interests are directly behind the threats and 
economic blackmail Washington has been 
using on Egypt. 

"Only a few hints have leaked out so far," 
states Allen of the "strenuous U.S. efforts" 
to beat the Egyptians into line. Allen repeats 
his previous statement, reported in last 
week's Militant, disclosing that 6,000 U.S. 
Marines have been ready to move into Egypt 
"within a few hours." 
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-EDITORIALS---------

Bipartisan 'two-front war' 
In his State of the Union address and in meetings lead­

ing up to it, George Bush spelled out the course of the 
bipartisan "two-front war": more military assaults on other 
countries, stepped up repression targeting immigrants, and 
further moves to strengthen the repressive apparatus of 
the state, which will be used against the working class in 
future battles. These steps by the president mark the ac­
celeration of U.S. imperialism's war against working 
people since September 11. It builds on-both at home 
and abroad-what was put in place during the Clinton 
administration. 

Bush took particular aim at north Korea, Iran, and Iraq 
as "the world's dangerous regimes." Washington's bellig­
erent stance towards north Korea stands out in particular 
because it is a country in which the revolutionary struggles 
of the toilers led to the overturn of capitalism and the es­
tablishment of a workers state. Workers and farmers there 
stood up to the massive assault by Washington during the 
Korean War and have defended their country in the face 
of massive U.S. firepower ever since. For this, the U.S. 
imperialists have never forgiven them. 

Despite the bipartisan plans about where to go in their 
war at home and abroad, the U.S. rulers face resistance 
from toilers around the world. 

The employers and their government in Washington have 
already been running ~up against opposition to their esca­
lating attacks on immigrants. Strikes, organizing drives, and 
protests of plant closings like the struggle being waged by 
meat packers at the American Meat Packing Corporation 
in Chicago highlight the willingness of the working class 
to put up a fight. The recent protests in New Jersey against 
detentions of Arab and South Asian immigrants, fights by 
Arabs who have been fired for expressing their views on 

September 11 and supporting Palestinian resistance to the 
Israeli occupation of their land, and mobilizations demand­
ing drivers licenses in California are other examples. 

The stakes are high in Bush's two-front war-a war 
that is ultimately aimed at workers and farmers through­
out the United States. By singling out immigrants for sharp 
attacks the rulers hope to push back a section of the work­
ing-class vanguard, dividing working people and weak­
ening our ability to fight. 

The labor movement has an enormous interest in de­
fending workers' rights that are under attack and taking a 
stand against the victimization of anyone by the capitalist 
rulers and those who serve them-whether native or for­
eign born, or with or without "proper" papers. By taking 
the moral high ground, working people can deepen the 
solidarity that is essential in standing up to the employers 
and their government and defending the basic interests of 
the working class and its allies. 

All workers have an interest in demanaing the release of 
all ofWashington's detainees with no strings attached and 
opposing the drive by the Bush administration against the 
millions of workers and others who overstay their visas. 
We need to demand U.S. imperialism keep its hands ofT 
Korea, Iran, and Iraq, and to get every soldier, warplane, 
ship, and nuclear weapon out of the Korean peninsula. 

Organizing to defend workers' rights at home and 
abroad prepares the working class for bigger battles, which 
build the kind of leadership capable of organizing the 
toilers to take power out of the hands of the warmakers, 
overturn capitalism, and open up the possibility for the 
first time to fight to end once and for all the wars, racism, 
discrimination, and other social evils endemic in the bm­
talities and dog-eat-dog society capitalism offers. 

Australia: Open the borders! 
Two weeks of hunger strikes and other protests by hun­

dreds of people seeking asylum in Australia. along with 
solidarity actions by those who rallied in support. have 
helped to expose the concentration camp-like conditions 
of their detention. Through their actions, the protesters 
claimed the dignity their jailers try to strip them of. They 
have also forced the government to waver from its previ­
ous intransigence, and-among other modest conces­
sions-to once again begin to process asylum applica­
tions. 

Those in the camps are the "lucky ones" who have 
managed to reach Australian shores. Canberra enforces a 
naval blockade, backed up by air force patrols, against 
ships carrying refugees. Hundreds of people have been 
transported to camps in Pacific island countries exploited 
by Australian imperialism. From there, too, they have won 
support through protests. 

Capitalist politicians, from ultrarightist Pauline Hanson 
to conservative government ministers, have waged a long 
campaign to vilify the "boat people" and other asylum­
seekers. Recently, the campaign has included the slander 
that they are "potential terrorists." This demagogy, along 
with the refugees' resistance, has helped to fuel the sharp­
ening polarization around the issue. 

Thanks to the protests and the spotlight they have shone 
on the camps, people around the world have received a 

glimpse of the brutaL racist, and anti-working-class char­
acter of Australian imperialism. Like the other imperialist 
ruling classes, the Australian rulers plunder the resources 
of the semicolonial world, including its natural wealth and 
the labor power of its workers and farmers. Imperialist 
exploitation and debt bondage has foisted increasingly im­
possible conditions of unemployment, landlessness, and 
military aggression upon people of the Third World. Mil- · 
lions are left with little choice but to travel to the imperi­
alist centers in search of work. In doing so, they bring 
their experiences of stmggle into the working class in the 
destination countries. 

Demands raised during the protests for the immediate 
release of the refugees and the closure of all of Canberra's­
detention centers, both inside and outside Australia, de­
serve the full support of all working people. The immi­
gration laws are designed to divide our ranks and leave 
layers of workers vulnerable to greater exploitation. They 
must be opposed. The immigration policy to defend the 
interests of working people in Australia is not compli­
cated: Open the borders! 

The struggle waged by the refugees is a crucial one for 
the labor movement in Australia. Backing their struggle 
will strengthen working-class unity against the bosses and 
their government, who are deepening their drive against 
the rights of workers and farmers at home and abroad. 

No sanctions on Zimbabwe 
With a bit of the bully in their heads from playing the 

loyal junior thug in U.S. imperialism's war adventures 
around the world, the British mlers are spearheading a 
campaign to impose economic sanctions against Zimba­
bwe in the run~up to elections scheduled for March. 

The British government's justification for this viola­
tion of Zimbabwe's national sovereignty is its professed 
concern about democratic elections in the country. Lon­
don says that if the government of Robert Mugabe doesn't 
allow election observers in the country or agree to a list of 
other demands, it will start turning the screws. Buoyed by 
U.S. president George Bush's war talk against north Ko­
rea, Iran, and Iraq, the British mlers are looking for a piece 
of the action in order to claw their way up the imperialist 
pecking order. 

Imperialist governments, led by Britain, have been scan­
dalizing the Mugabe government as part of a concerted 
campaign to get him to leave office after nearly two de­
cades in power. To justify their intervention, they point 
most often to a series of orchestrated occupations of capi­
talist farms by supporters of the regime, and to repression 
of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change. 

The people of Zimbabwe waged a decades-long stmggle 
against British colonial rule. The movement against the 
racist white-minority regime of what was then Rhodesia, 
which remained an outpost of Britain despite a formal 
declaration of "independence" in 1965, won wide sup­
port among African working people. 
· Facing defeat at the hands of the rebel forces led by 

Mugabe and others, the racist minority government enlisted 
its masters in the UK to bring maximum pressure to bear in 
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a negotiated settlement. One key provision demanded by 
the British imperialists was that the first elected govern­
ment in what would become independent Zimbabwe could 
not touch the landed estates. The restriction was aimed at 
blocking off a deep-going land reform in the country. 

Nearly all the arable land was controlled by a small 
number of capitalist farmers, as it still is today. A 1998 
study concluded that a million black families are still 
settled on barren land after being forced to vacate their 
original fertile areas by the colonial settlers. Zimbabwe 
remains locked in bondage to the imperialist powers with 
a foreign debt of more than $4 billion. The mines and 
factories in the country are at the mercy of the capitalist 
market, as are Zimbabwe's agricultural exports. 

Mugabe 's government has been losing support among 
working people in the country, especially those in urban 
areas, as the economic crisis deepens. The bureaucrati­
cally organized land occupations-which often victimize 
the peasants who are working the land, casting them as 
supporters of the white farmers-have nothing to do with 
a true land reform. They only deal blows to an alliance 
between workers and peasants and open the door to im­
perialist intervention. 

But the struggles of working people in Zimbabwe will 
never be advanced by such outside intervention. The Brit­
ish mlers' supposed concerns should not be given an ounce 
of credence. Instead, working people around the world 
can defend national sovereignty and stand on the side of 
the masses in Zimbabwe by opposing the imperialists' 
sanctions plan and calling for the cancellation of the 
country's foreign debt. 

Argentina pressed 
by i01perialists 
Continued from Page 2 
a union formation. The CTA is the smallest of the country's 
three labor federations. 

The demonstrators demanded that the Duhalde govern­
ment fulfill its promise to create I million jobs, establish 
unemployment insurance for all the jobless, and pass a 
budget that is not "balanced against the people." Other 
workers as well as merchants lined the streets of the capi­
tal to greet the marchers as they headed to the presidential 
house. 

Three days earlier, some 20,000 people held a 
cacerolazo in Buenos Aires to demand relieffrom the eco­
nomic crisis. Organized by a collection oflargely middle­
class neighborhood groups, as well as small businessmen 
and farmers, the pot-banging protesters' main slogan was 
"Out with all of them!" Angry at the impact of the devalu­
ation and the restrictions on bank withdrawals, they con­
demned the cormption of "all" politicians as the source 
of the problem. 

"We can't solve all of the country's problems in three 
weeks," said Duhalde in a radio address just hours after 
the cops fired tear gas and mbber bullets at the demon­
strators and left 13 people injured. Duhalde inaugurated 
the radio program, called "Talking with the President," in 
order "to create the perception that the President keeps 
himself close to the people," according to a report by the 
U.S. investment firm Goldman Sachs. 

Duhalde appealed to the jobless workers and pot­
hangers to "help me, because we think alike." He prom­
ised to carry though on his jobs promise, which consists 
of offering short -term. minimum-wage make-work "jobs" 
such as raking leaves. 

The president also met with a delegation from the dis­
sident wing of the General Confederation of Labor (CGT), 
headed by Hugo Moyano, which asked him to meet the 
unions' demands for jobs and the repeal of antilabor leg­
islation. Moyano, a Peronist, told Duhalde, "We're with 
you." The unionists, however, left the meeting with few 
commitments from the president. 

In Neuquen, I 0,000 unionists and their supporters 
marched January 24 to demand the release of four union 
officials who had been locked up since January 11 on 
frame-up charges of assaulting the head of the provincial 
Social Security Institute. Three of them were released the 
following day. The four face charges of up to 10 years in 
pnson. 

Response to letters on 
Kashmir and WIC 
BY JACK WILLEY 

On the letters page, Annalucia Vermunt raises concerns 
about a sentence in the article, "Pakistan arrests 2,000 
under U.S. pressure," in Militant issue no. 4, which states: 
"Over the past 12 years, Muslim forces have waged a 
guerrilla war against Indian security forces in Kashmir, 
taking the lives of more than 35,000 people, according to 
Indian government estimates." 

We thank her for the observation, since the sentence 
reads as if forces in the Kashmir killed 35,000 people, 
rather than that being the figure for deaths inflicted by 
both sides in the conflict. 

There are numerous political groups in Kashmir span­
ning a wide spectmm of views. Some have focused their 
demands on the Indian government to implement the long­
denied referendum of the overwhelmingly Muslim 
Kashmiri people to decide whether they want to join Pa­
kistan instead of being forcibly united with India. Others 
are directly backed by Pakistan's military government. 
These often wrap themselves in Muslim religious garb to 
justify communalist assaults on people who are Hindu 
and those they accuse of spying for Indian intelligence. 
This only plays into the hands of Hindu communalists 
who, with the tacit support of the Indian regime, carry out 
similar attacks on Muslims. 

The Militant has used several terms to describe the vari­
ous groups in Kashmir, including "Muslim." Use of the 
word "Muslim" does not in and of itself mean a group is 
reactionary or progressive. The Indian mlers have treated 
Kashmiris as second-class citizens, giving fuel to Hindu 
communalists based on the fact that the people of Kash­
mir are Muslim. As a result, many groups consider their 
Muslim identityto be a source of pride. 

What is WIC? 
Women, Infants, and Children, known as WIC, is a 

government program for people the government consid­
ers "low-income" and nutritionally at risk. It provides 
counseling and certain foods to pregnant women and 
mothers with infants up to one year old. It also serves 
children up to their fifth birthday. 

The government uses other programs such as Food 
Stamps, which gives low-income families a quota offood 
coupons each month to purchase food at grocery stores. 
Somebody who is unemployed can be cut off from the 
program if a government official decides that person is 
not trying hard enough to find work. 

All these programs are designed to circumvent the gov­
ernment paying out cash relief at a livable income, but 
instead to try to degrade and demoralize people who find 
themselves in financial straits 



Malcolm X speaks on American nightmare 
Printed below is an excerpt from 

Malcolm X Talks to Young People, one of 
Pathfinder's Books ofthe Month for Feb­
ruary. The item quoted comes from the 
chapter titled "I'm not anAmerican, I'm 
a victim of Americanism," a speech given 
by Malcolm X at the University of Ghana, 
May 13, 1964. Copyright© 1965 by Betty 
Shabazz and Pathfinder Press, reprinted 
by permission. 

BY MALCOLM X 
I intend for my talk to be very informal, 

because our position in America is an infor­
mal position, [Laughter] and I find that it is 
very difficult to use formal terms to describe 
a very informal position. No condition of 
any people on earth is more deplorable than 
the condition, or plight, of the twenty-two 
million Black people in America. And our 
condition is so deplorable because we are 

BOOKS OF 
THE MONTH 

in a country that professes to be a democ­
racy and professes to be striving to give jus­
tice and freedom and equality to everyone 
who is born under its constitution. If we 
were born in South Africa or in Angola or 
some part of this earth where they don't pro­
fess to be fot freedom, 1 that would be an­
other thing; but when we are born in a coun­
try that stands up and represents itself as the 
leader ofthe Free World, and you still have 
to beg and crawl just to get a chance to drink 
a cup of coffee, then the condition is very 
deplorable indeed. 

'A victim of Americanism' 
So tonight, so that you will understand 

me and why I speak as I do, it should prob­
ably be pointed out at the outset that I am 
not a politician. I don't know anything about 
politics. I'm from America but I'm not an 
American. I didn't go there of my own free 

choice. [Applause] If I were an American 
there would be no problem, there'd be no 
need for legislation or civil rights or any­
thing else. So I just try to face the fact as it 
actually is and come to this meeting as one 
of the victims of America, one of the vic­
tims of Americanism, one of the victims of 
democracy, one of the victims of a very 
hypocritical system that is going all over this 
earth today representing itself as being 
qualified to tell other people how to run their 
country when they can't get the dirty things 
that are going on in their own country 
straightened out. [Applause] 

So if someone else from America comes 
to you to speak, they're probably speaking 
as Americans, and they speak as people who 
see America through the eyes of an Ameri­
can. And usually those types of persons re­
fer to America, or that which exists in 
America, as the American Dream. But for 
the twenty million of us inAmerica who are 
of African descent, it is not an American 
dream; it's anAmerican nightmare. [Laugh­
ter] 

I don't feel that I am a visitor in Ghana or 
in any part of Africa. I feel that I am at home. 
I've been away for four hundred years, 
[Laughter] but not of my own volition, not 
of my own will. Our people didn't go to 
America on the Queen Mary, we didn't go 
by Pan American, and we didn't go to 
America on the Mayflower. We went in slave 
ships, we went in chains. We weren't immi­
grants to America, we were cargo for pur­
poses of a system that was bent upon mak­
ing a profit. So this is the category or level 
of which I speak. I may not speak it in the 
language many of you would use, but I think 
you will understand the meaning of my 
terms. 

When I was in Ibadan [in Nigeria] at the 
University of Ibadan last Friday night, the 
students there gave me a new name, which 
I go for-meaning I like it. [Laughter] 
"Omowale," which they say means in 
Yoruba-ifl am pronouncing that correctly, 
and ifl am not pronouncing it correctly it's 
because I haven't had a chance to pronounce 
it for four hundred years [Laughter]-which 
means in that dialect, "The child has re­
turned." It was an honor for me to be re-
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ferred to as a child who had sense enough 
to return to the land of his forefathers-to 
his fatherland and to his motherland. Not 
sent back here by the State Department, 
[Laughter] but come back here of my own 
free will. [Applause] 

I am happy and I imagine, since it is the 
policy that whenever a Black man leaves 
America and travels in any part of Africa, 
or Asia, or Latin America and says things 
contrary to what the American propaganda 
machine turns out, usually he finds upon his 
return home that his passport is lifted. 2 Well, 
if they had not wanted me to say the things 
I am saying, they should never have given 
me a passport in the first place. The policy 
usually is the lifting of the passport. Now I 
am not here to condemn America, I am not 
here to make America look bad, but I am 
here to tell you the truth about the situation 
that Black people in America find them­
selves confronted with. And if truth con­
demns America, then she stands con­
demned. [Applause] 

This is the most beautiful continent that 
I've ever seen; it's the richest continent I've 
ever seen, and strange as it may seem, I find 
many white Americans here smiling in the 
faces of our African brothers like they have 
been loving them all of the time. [Laughter 
and applause] The fact is, these same whites 
who in America spit in our faces, the same 
whites who in America club us brutally, the 
same whites who in America sic their dogs 
upon us, just because we want to be free 
human beings, the same whites who tum 
their water hoses upon our women and our 
babies because we want to integrate with 
them, are over here in Africa smiling in your 
face trying to integrate with you. [Laugh­
ter] 

I had to write a letter back home yester-

-LETTERS 
WIC program? 

In the January 21 Militant there is a men­
tion of Bush's proposal for "budget cuts that 
would deny 200,000 women and children 
WIC food supplement programs." The article 
is by Carmen James. What are WIC food 
supplement programs? Are there other such 
schemes, and how widespread are they? 
Pierre Kraus 
by e-mail 

India's role in Kashmir 
In the article, "Pakistan arrests 2,000 un­

der U.S. pressure," published in the Janu­
ary 28 issue, Maurice Williams writes: 
"Over the past 12 years, Muslim forces have 
waged a guerrilla war against Indian secu­
rity forces in Kashmir, taking the lives of 
more than 35,000 people, according to In­
dian government estimates." 

This quote seems to absolve the Indian 
government of responsibility. New Delhi has 
carried out a brutal military occupation of 
Kashmir which has seen many people die. I 
agree that the anti-imperialist struggle on 
the Indian subcontinent can be the motor 
force for the unification of India as a na­
tion-state, completing the national demo­
cratic revolution, brutally interrupted by the 

day and tell some of my friends that if 
American Negroes want integration, they 
should come to Africa, because more white 
people over here-white Americans, that 
is-look like they are for integration than 
there is in the entire American country. 
[Laughter] But actually what it is, they want 
to integrate with the wealth that they know 
is here-the untapped natural resources 
which exceed the wealth of any continent 
on this earth today. 

When I was coming from Lagos to Accra 
Sunday, I was riding on an airplane with a 
white man who represented some of the in­
terests, you know, that are interested in Af­
rica. And he admitted-at least it was his 
impression-that our people in Africa didn't 
know how to measure wealth, that they wor­
ship wealth in terms of gold and silver, not 
in terms of the natural resources that are in 
the earth, and that as long as the Americans 
or other imperialists or twentieth-century 
colonialists could continue to make the Af­
ricans measure wealth in terms of gold and 
silver, they never would have an opportu­
nity to really measure the value of the wealth 
that is in the soil, and would continue to 
think that it is thev who need the Western 
powers instead of thinking that it is the West­
em powers who need the people and the 
continent that is known as Africa. 

1 Angola was then a colony of Portugal; it won 
its independence in 1975. 

2The most well-known victim of this practice 
was the singer Paul Robeson. Another important 
case was that of Black journalist William Wor­
thy, who had to fight a two-year legal battle to 
overturn a 1962 conviction for visiting Cuba af­
ter he had been denied a passport. 

imperialist division of the country. 
Partition has been a deadly tool to divide 

working people of the region. The only ba­
sis for such struggle is through defending 
the people of Kashmir's right to self deter­
mination. The quote attributed to Indian 
government sources without any qualifica­
tions attached doesn't accurately reflect the 
political conditions there, and the role New 
Delhi has played in oppressing the people 
of the region. 

I also have a question: is the character­
ization of the forces responsible for the guer­
rilla war as "Muslim" forces rather than pro­
Pakistan, or Kashmiri, deliberate? It sug­
gests something of a guerrilla war based on 
religion rather than nationality-more like 
the character of al Qaeda, recruiting from 
across the Muslim world. 
Annalucia Vermunt 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 

The letters column is an open forum for 
all viewpoints on subjects of interest to 
working people. 

Please keep your letters brief. Where 
necessary they will be abridged. Please 
indicate if you prefer that your initials 
be used rather than your full name. 
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Workers protest job cuts in Canada 
BY GABRIEL CHARBIN 
AND JOE YOUNG 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia­
Teachers, health-care and public-sector 
workers, and students are organizing a se­
ries of protests against sweeping job cuts 
and other assaults against working people 
being carried out by the British Columbia 
provincial government. 

On January 17 the government said it 
will eliminate 11,700 government jobs over 
three years, about one-third of all positions 
in the provincial civil service, making it the 
largest such layoff of government employ­
ees in Canadian history. 

The Transportation Ministry will be the 
hardest hit, with 61 percent of all jobs on 
the chopping block. Among the country's 
provinces, British Columbia (B.C.) already 
has the second lowest ratio of government 
workers to the population. 

The Liberals, the governing party in the 
province and nationally, says it plans to 
freeze health and education spending for 
three years. The government is also target­
ing recipients of welfare. Single mothers 
who are currently expected to start look­
ing for work when their youngest child 
reaches age seven will now be forced to 
find a job when the child turns three. People 
the welfare agency deem "employable" are 
to be limited to receiving welfare two years 
out of five. Another proposal is to eliminate 
a subsidy for pensioners with low incomes. 

In preparation for their assault on the 
teachers union, the government adopted a 
law last August making education an essen­
tial service. This effectively eliminated the 
teachers' right to strike. Two months later 
the province's 45,000 teachers began lim­
ited job actions to press their contract de­
mands, but the government imposed a con­
tract in late January. 

Included in the attacks on the teachers 
union and education as a whole are provi-

students rallied January of-
fices as thousands of students walked out of school to support teachers' contract demands. 
The teachers held a one-day strike January 28 throughout province of British Columbia. 

sions to remove class size limits from the 
collective agreement between the teachers 
and the school boards. Instead, class size 
decisions will be placed under the B.C. 
School Act. A cap of 30 on class sizes for 
grades 4-12 was changed into a district­
wide average, allowing some classes to be 
smaller and others larger than 30. Contract 
restrictions on how many special-needs chil­
dren can be in a classroom were also elimi­
nated, as were ratios that force employers 
to hire a certain number of librarians, En­
glish-as-a-second-language teachers, coun­
selors, and special-education specialists 
based on the number of students in a school. 

The government also tore up agreements 

with the health-care workers unions. New 
legislation either eliminates or rolls back the 
ability of the unions to have a say over sev­
erance pay and layoff and seniority job 
bumping rights. It also opens the door for 
private companies to provide health care, a 
move the unions. see as threatening the 
50,000 workers employed in the state sys­
tem. 

A growing mobilization 
These wide-ranging attacks have sparked 

a number of mobilizations. Teachers carried 
out a province-wide walkout January 28 to 
protest the government's action in impos­
ing a contract. In Vancouver some 10,000 

Brewery workers fight lockout at Labatt 
BY PATRICIA O'BEIRNE 

LONDON, Ontario-More than 300 
unionized workers here have been walking 
the picket line after being locked out Janu­
ary 8 by Labatt Breweries of Canada. The 
workers were locked out after a near unani­
mous vote rejecting the company's contract 
offer. 

The same day workers at the Labatt brew­
ery in Toronto ratified a contract, with 93 
percent in favor. 

Picket captain Guy Harrington told the 
press that "money was never an issue. The 
problem is the abuse the temps take in the 
plant." 

One worker on the picket line described 
how a part-time worker was ill but felt he 
couldn't take off work because he isn't in 
the union. Harrington said that one worker 
in the plant has been part-time for 18 years. 
"These people have families, they have 
mortgages, and there's no reason they can't 
be in the union," he said. 

Bob Chant, Labatt Breweries Ontario's 
public relations director, said the company 

has been preparing for the lockout for sev­
eral months and they are "resolved to fully 
supply the marketplace." Labatt's seven 
other Canadian breweries are still operat­
ing, he added. 

Workers on the picket line described the 
solidarity they have been getting for their 
fight-from the many drivers honking their 
car horns in support, to a rally with donated 
chili last week where workers from several 
unions, including the CanadianAuto Work­
ers, Steelworkers, Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union, and carpenters and en­
gineering unions came by the picket line. 

teachers rallied and many other actions 
were held throughout British Columbia. 
Among those addressing the Vancouver 
rally were representatives of the B.C. Fed­
eration of Labor, the B.C. Government 
Employees Union, and the Canadian 
Union of Public Employees. 

Teachers at the Vancouver rally were ea­
ger to fight back. Chris Sterno, a teacher 
in Burnaby, a Vancouver suburb, told the 
Militant, "Everyone here is angry. There 
is a feeling of being duped by the govern­
ment. Everything we've done has been in 
support of students." 

Teacher Genevieve Kidd added, ''I'm 
appalled. I never thought highly of the Lib­
erals before this but I never thought they 
could dream of doing this. They took de­
mocracy and laughed in its face.'' 

Elementary school teacher Sylvia 
Helmer told the rally that she was there 
"to talk about special support students. The 
cuts will hurt them." Of the 29 students in 
her class, 14 speak English as a second 
language and four need special assistance. 

Thousands of high school students 
throughout British Columbia walked out 
of classes January 23 to support the teach­
ers. Hundreds gathered at several rally 

points in the Vancouver area. Students from 
Moscrop Secondary School in Burnaby car­
ried signs reading, "Save education for our 
generation," and "Support the teachers, sup­
port education or you 'II see Gordo's deci­
mation." Gordo is the nickname for B.C. 
premier Gordon Campbell. 

Protest leader Shannon MacAnn said, 
"Education means learning but right now 
we're not learning anything. We have to fight 
against classes having 45 students." Jeff 
Grant, a student at Moscrop Secondary 
School, added, "! want to show that our 
teachers are important and deserve to be 
negotiated with." 

At the same time, cuts to health care, in­
cluding hospital and ward closures, have been 
met with several protests. In Delta, a small 
town south of Vancouver, a rally organized 
on short notice January 18 drew about I ,000 
people to condemn the closure of the emer­
gency ward of the Delta Hospital. 

On January 25, I ,500 health-care work­
ers, many organized by the Hospital Em­
ployees Union, rallied in downtown 
Vancouver in front of a meeting of premiers 
from every province in Canada. The meet­
ing, devoted entirely to health care, featured 
proposals by premiers from British Colum­
bia, Alberta, and Ontario to open up health 
care to private companies. 

Gabriel Charbin is a meat packer and a 
member of United Food and Commercial 
Workers Local 2000. 

"We're not asking for money, just ethical 
treatment," millwright Bill Cathcart said on 
the picket line here. "We're prepared to sit 
this out until summer. The company has 
been stockpiling in Quebec and in the States, 
we know that. This could easily be a three­
month lockout." EU threatens sanctions against Zi01babwe 

Workers say they rejected the company's 
offer because of numerous concessions de­
manded by the company. The proposed pact 
failed to address the union's two top con­
cerns--outsourcing of work by the company 
and the bosses' attempt to keep 80 workers 
out of the union who work part-time, and 
earn only $12 an hour with no benefits. In 
addition to the part-time workers, there are 
about 300 unionized members at the Lon­
don plant. 

The workers are members of Local 1 of 
the Brewery General and Professional Work­
ers' Union (BGPWU). 

The company's offer included an 18 per­
cent salary increase over six years, a $2,000 
signing bonus, and a pension upgrade. The 
union wants the company to create more 
full-time jobs with the same pay and ben­
efits as the rest of the plant, where the aver­
age union wage is $26.75 an hour. 

"We're all getting older and we're all go­
ing to retire but there's no one to replace 
us," said Julius Halsema, who has worked 
at Labatt for 30 years. "Let some ofthe part­
time workers join the union and get ben­
efits." 
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BY BRIAN WILLIAMS 
In a move aimed at ratcheting up their 

drive against the government of Zimba9we, 
European Union foreign ministers meeting 
on January 28 in Brussels, Belgium, an­
nounced that they would impose sanctions 
upon the southern African country if EU 
election observers were not permitted entry 
to it by February 3. 

Presidential elections are scheduled to 
occur March 9-10, and the imperialist rul­
ers in Europe, led by London, are hoping to 
ease out of office President Robert Mugabe, 
the leading figure in the government of Zim­
babwe since the country won independence 
from Britain in 1980. 

The sanctions under consideration would 
freeze assets held by Mugabe and others in 
his government held in Europe and impose 
a visa ban on them traveling anywhere on 
the continent. 

According to a CNN report, the sanctions 
would also be imposed if the Mugabe gov­
ernment "prevents the international media 
from reporting the elections, if the human 
rights situation gets any worse-and they 

can be imposed later if the election is as­
sessed as not being free and fair." 

Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the oppo­
sition Movement for Democratic Change, 
is backing the EU government's plans to slap 
sanctions on Zimbabwe. 

Meanwhile, London is pressing for the 
removal of Zimbabwe from the 54-nation 
Commonwealth, composed primarily of 
former British colonies. 

These moves come in the context of a 
deepening economic crisis facing working 
people in Zimbabwe and a legacy of back­
wardness imposed by a near-century ofBrit­
ish colonial rule, and by imperialist exploi­
tation and debt bondage. Today the 
country's foreign debt stands at $4 billion, 
while 60 percent of the population of 12.5 
million is living below the government-de­
clared poverty line, more than 50 percent 
are unemployed, 25 percent of the adult 
population are infected with HIV/ AIDS, and 
life expectancy at birth is just 3 7 .I years. 

The land question remains at the heart of 
the crisis in Zimbabwe. There are more than 
6 million landless peasants and about 4,500 

mainly white capitalist farmers who domi­
nate agricultural production and own as 
much as 80 percent of the arable land. 

Over the past couple of years Mugabe has 
organized a bureaucratic campaign of" land 
seizures." These actions have had nothing 
to do with carrying out a much-needed radi­
cal agrarian reform to advance the struggle 
of the workers and peasants of the country. 
Rather, they are carried out solely to ben­
efit government officials and supporters of 
the ruling party-the Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front. Nonethe­
less, these actions have brought the ire of 
London and Washington on the Mugabe re­
gime, along with moves toward greater im­
perialist intervention into the country aimed 
at ending his rule. 
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