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Rightists, 
• un1on tops 

peddle 
anti-China 

• campa1gn 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

"U.S. reaches an accord to open China 
economy as worldwide market," trumpeted the 
front page of the New York Times November 
16. The previous day, the Chinese govern
ment agreed to a number of trade concessions 
in return for Washington's support for China's 
application to join the World Trade Organiza
tion(WTO). 

Among the first voices raised in opposition 
to the deal were those of rightist Patrick 
Buchanan andAFL-CIO officials, who pledged 
to campaign to build opposition to the pact in 
the U.S. Congress. Buchanan called the pact a 
"cave-in" to Beijing. AFL-CIO President John 
Sweeney said the agreement "deals away our 
democratic principles and most cherished val
ues, and we will fight it."Washington, he said, 
is "prostrating itself in pursuit of a trade deal 
with a rogue nation that decorates itself with 
human rights abuses." 

The U.S. rulers hope to eventually reim
pose capitalist domination in the world's most 
populous country, where it was overturned 50 
years ago in the Chinese revolution. They 
frame their trade and military policy with that 
in mind. At the same time U.S. capitalists 
want to reap profits today by exploiting the 
human and natural resources in China. Beijing, 
for its part, is pushing to join the World Trade 
Organization in order to expand trade rela
tions and attract investment. 

The agreement, if implemented, would 
open significant areas of China's economy to 

Continued on Page 7 

Buchanan 
courts labor 
officials with 
his 'America 
First' politics 
BY MARriN KOPPEL 

Ultrarightist presidential candidate Patrick 
Buchanan has aggressively jumped into the 
debate around the upcoming meeting of the 
World Trade Organization with his America 
First politics. He assailed the Clinton admin
istration for the November 15 pact with China 
agreeing to its entry into the WTO. He called 
on his supporters to join him in the protection
ist protests that will take place in Seattle dur
ing the meeting, which opens November 30. 
· The trade negotiations have been marked 
by the sharpening political tensions between 
Washington and Beijing. The U.S. capitalist 
rulers seek to extract trade concessions from 
China, while developing nuclear missile sys
tems and other military moves aimed at the 
workers state there. 

Buchanan has taken advantage of the anti
China propaganda that dominates the big-busi
ness debate over this issue to push his Ameri
can nationalist demagogy. 

"This is the latest administration capitula
tion to Beijing at the expense of working 

Continued on Page 12 

Join actions to demand 
U.S. Navy leave Vieques 

The U.S. military should get out of the 
island of Vieques and all of Puerto Rico. 
Not in five years, but now. As Vieques fish
ermen and others demand: "Not one more 
bomb, not one more shot!" 

The recent decision by the Clinton ad
ministration to resume bombing practice in 
Vieques underscores the fact that Puerto 
Rico is a U.S. colony. Although the over-

EDITORIAL 
whelming majority of Puerto Ricans want 
the Navy out of their eastern island, all the 
vital decisions affecting their lives are made 
in Washington, not in San Juan. 

Vieques, like all of Puerto Rico, has his
torically served as a springboard for U.S. 
aggression abroad - most recently for the 
U.S.-led bombing assault on the people of 
Yugoslavia. Pentagon officials complain 
that they need Vieques to train U.S. troops 
for future military deployments. But if they 
can't find an alternate site, that's their prob
lem. Forcing the U.S. Navy out ofVieques 
will deal a blow to Washington's war ma
chine. This illustrates how a successful fight 

\ 
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Continued on Page 14 October protest in Philadelphia opposes U.S. military training on Vieques 

Puerto Ricans .protest plans to resutne botnbing 
BY NAOMI CRAINE 

The Committee for the Rescue and Devel
opment ofVieques is calling on all of its sup
porters to strengthen protest camps on the Puer
to Rican island ofVieques beginning Novem
ber 19 .Actions are planned in Puerto Rico and 
in several U.S. cities that day to demand the 
U.S. Navy leave Vieques for good. 

After being forced to suspend bombing in 
the area for the last seven months, the Clinton 
administration is preparing to resume mili
tary exercises on Vieques. The aircraft carrier 

USS Eisenhower and its battle group is sched
uled to head for the island at the beginning of 
December. 

Since World War II, Washington has oc
cupied two-thirds of this small island off 
the eastern coast of Puerto Rico, using the 
land and surrounding waters for bombing 
and live-ammunition training. For six decades, 
fishermen and other residents have protested 
the Navy's presence and the environmental 
destruction it causes. 

Since April, when a U.S. warplane dropped 

two 500-pound bombs that killedVieques resi
dent David Sanes, protesters have set up sev
eral camps in the Navy-controlled zones in 
order to deter a resumption of the bombing 
practice. 

The Pentagon says they need to carry out 
a practice amphibious landing backed by 
live ship-to-shore artillery before being de
ployed to the Persian Gulf in February. 

"We have to reinforce those camps be
cause the process is reaching its final stage," 

Continued on Page 7 

Overnite truckers stand up to company, 
cops, and courts in strike for a union 

Sl EON..-~ lid 

CAPITALISM'S WORLD DISORDER: 
WORKING-CLASS POLITICS AT THE MILLENNIUM 

JACK BARNES 
"The capitalist rulers offer us social disaster. 
They offer us depression. They offer us 
death from curable disease. They offer us 
war. The offer us fascism. They offer us an 
unending list of horrors. But we offer our
selves the ability to prevent those horrors 
from becoming the final reality, the confi
dence that we can transform that future." 

Available in bookstores. including those listed on page 12, 
or from Pathfinder at 410 West Street. New York, NY 10014 

BY MIKE ITALIE 
ATLANTA- Striking Teamsters con

tinue to put the pressure on Overnite Trans
portation in their four-week-old walkout 
against the largest nonunion trucking com
pany in the United States. By maintaining 
spirited picket lines and gaining the sup
port of other workers, the strikers have held 
the line against company and court union
busting, and have struck further blows to 
advance the fight for a union at Overnite. 

The strike was initiated in Memphis, Ten
nessee, on October 24, where pickets report 
the fight for a union is linked to winning 
back the jobs of five workers who were re
cently fired. 

Memphis is one ofOvernite's larger ter
minals, with 400 to 500 workers, and was 
one of the six targets in a week-long strike 
by Teamsters in July 1999. 

The fight to organize the 8,200 drivers 
and dock workers at Overnite has gone on 
for more than 20 years, and the union has 
been voted in at 3 7 worksites, representing 
45 percent of the workforce, since 1995. 
According to Teamsters officials, about 
2,000 workers have joined the strike na-

Continued on Page 9 
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Israeli settlements increase 
As representatives of the PalestinianAu

thority (PA) and the Israeli government en
tered a new round of talks November 11, 
the construction of Israeli settlements on 
Palestinian land continued apace. PA presi
dent Yassir Arafat noted a week earlier that 
Israeli settlers have continued to take over 
areas of the West Bank and the government 
has not dismantled those built over the past 
year. The number of illegal settlers stands 
at 171,000, not including those in East 
Jerusalem. 

Workers protest job cuts in Japan 

The government of Israeli prime minis
ter Ehud Barak organized a high-profile 
eviction of a small group of settlers on West 
Bank land on November 10. On the same 
day, Barak's cabinet agreed to a 5 percent 
pull out of the West Bank territories. Less 
than 5 percent of the West Bank is under 
full Palestinian control. Another 30-35 
percent, spread out in disconnected patches, 
is controlled militarily and economically by 
Tel Aviv. U.S. President William Clinton, 
who traveled to the Middle East to press for 
a settlement in mid-November, refused to 
criticize Israel's construction of further 
settlements. 

British Army accused of collusion 
In the first week of November cops in 

Northern Ireland reported they found secret 
documents of the British Army in an office 
of the Protestant Orange Order. The 
Orangemen support continued British rule 
of Northern Ireland. The documents listed 
detailed information about 300 individu
als who take a republican stance and op
pose British rule. The cops were looking 
for information on groups that have been 
linked to bomb attacks on republican house
holds. Sinn Fein, the leading republican 
political organization, said there was clear 
"collusion [between] loyalist death squads" 
and the army. 

Unionists protest outside headquarters ofNissan Motor Corp. in Tokyo in Octo
ber after the auto giant announced plans to lay off 21,000 workers. Over the 
following weeks, Mitsubishi Motors Corp. said it would slash 10,000 jobs over 
next five years and the Nippon phone company plans to lay off20,000. 

Mexican union raises safety alert 

Alejandra Barrales Magdaleno alleged No
vember 12 that Taesa management keeps two 
sets of maintenance records, one of which ac
curately records problems. The company gives 
the other, sanitized version to federal aviation 
authorities during periodic inspections. The 
union's claims followed by only two days the 
crash of a Taesa commuter jet, which killed 
all 18 people on board. The 300 flight at
tendants who work at the airline are cov
ered by a different, progovernment union, 
and a number are fighting for affiliation with 
the Flight Attendants Union. 

Pakistani, Indian forces clash The Flight Attendants Union of Mexico 
has accused the country's third-largest air
line of deceptive and dangerous mainte
nance practices. The airline, Transportes 
Aereos Ejecutivos S.A. (Taesa), has called 
the charges "irresponsible." Union leader 

Fighting broke out again between Paki
stani and Indian forces along the Kashmir 
border between the two countries. Officials 
from Pakistan said November 10 that 15 
Indian soldiers were killed; their counter-
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parts from India said 1 7 Pakistani troops 
died. The clash came four weeks after the 
chief of Pakistan's army, General Pervaiz 
Musharraf, deposed the government of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

The coup occurred in the aftermath of 
heavy fighting in Kashmir involving Indian 
and Pakistani forces. Both countries have 
developed nuclear weapons and came close 
to using them in 1990. On November 11 the 
military government charged ex-Prime Min
ister Sharif and officials from his govern
ment with treason, a crime punishable by 
execution. Washington has given tacit sup
port to the new regime. 

Basque prisoners protest 
Twenty Basque political prisoners started 

an indefinite hunger strike November 1. Held 
in French and Spanish jails, the prisoners de
mand the release of all Basque political pris
oners. As well, they called for the transfer of 
Basque prisoners to the Basque country, an 
area that straddles the Spanish-French border. 
The Spanish government has reneged on a 
September promise to transfer 105 prisoners, 
shifting only 27. 

The Basque country is the scene of a long
standing independence fight. The national lib
eration organization ETA (Basque Homeland 
and Freedom) announced a cease-fire in Sep
tember 1998 and entered negotiations with the 
Spanish government. ETA canceled a round 
of talks scheduled for August, explaining 
that Madrid was demanding further conces
sions. In October French police arrested a 
member of the ETA negotiating team, Belen 
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Gonzalez Penalba and another supporter of 
Basque self-determination. 

Bangkok evicts Burmese workers 
The Thai government decided in early 

November to deport up to 600,000 undocu
mented workers from Burma, and from in
dustrial towns on the border between the two 
countries where migrant laborers have con
gregated. The measure will affect potentially 
up to one-fifth of the Thai clothing indus
try. Bangkok claims that it is acting to pro
vide jobs for Thai nationals. 

Workers from crisis-ridden Burma cross 
the border to find work, despite the fact that 
Thailand remains in recession. The military 
government in Burma closed the border in 
October after Burmese dissidents staged a 
protest in Bangkok. Thai police make work
ers wade across unguarded stretches of the 
border river back to Burma. 

ANC joins Socialist International 
South Africa's governing political party, 

the African National Congress, joined the 
Socialist International, which held its con
gress November 8-10 in Paris. Jacob Zuma, 
deputy president ofboth theANC and South 
Africa, headed the delegation. The Social
ist International is made up of social-demo
cratic and labor parties from many coun
tries, including the Socialist Party of France, 
and the UK Labour Party. 

U.S. Senate ups minimum wage 
The U.S. Senate voted to raise the hourly 

minimum wage in the United States by $1, 
to $6.15. The Republican-controlled body 
decided to phase in the increase over 28 
months, and appended tax breaks suppos
edly to offset the cost to employers. A 
Democratic alternative, which would have 
somewhat reduced the implementation pe
riod and the tax cuts, suffered defeat. The 
increase faces obstacles in the Senate be
fore being considered by the House of Rep
resentatives. Eleven million workers in the 
United States earn the minimum wage, 
which applies in 40 states and stands today 
at $5.15. In the last 30 years its buying 
power has declined by about 20 percent at 
1999 values. 

New York mayor hits homeless 
New York mayor Rudolph Giuliani's ad

ministration announced on October 25 that 
by next year it will force "able-bodied" 
homeless people to work as a condition for 
sleeping in city shelters. The measure ex
tends the administration's policy introduced 
in 1997 which requires welfare recipients 
to accept work or face a cutoff in benefits. 
Under this program 40,000 people work at 
jobs for the city. Many have replaced union
organized workers. More than 80,000 
people use the shelters in a given year, and 
21,000 shelter beds are occupied every 
night. Workers who receive wages higher 
than welfare levels may be forced to hand 
over the difference for the right to use the 
shelters. 

-PATRICK O'NEILL 
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Referendum vote rejects republic model, 
reflects deepening divisions in Australia 
BYRON POULSEN 
AND BOB AIKEN 

SYDNEY, Australia - A proposal to es
tablish an Australian republic, with a presi
dent selected by the prime minister and rati
fied by a two-thirds majority of the federal 
House of Representatives, was defeated in 
a national constitutional referendum No
vember 6. The queen of the United King
dom and the governor-general appointed 
by the Australian prime minister will con
tinue to serve as head of state. Around 55 
percent voted against the proposal to re
place them with an appointed president. 

The nationalist debate that preceded the 
poll cut across party lines. It was not about 
"republicanism" versus "monarchism" nor 
about a spurious need for Australian "inde
pendence." 

The new need for "an Australian head of 
state" is part of the rulers' evolving discus
sion about how to advance "Australia's 
place" in capitalism's crisis-ridden global 
disorder. The poll took place as Australian 
forces led a military occupation of East 
Timor, with the backing of all the capitalist 
parties, the labor officialdom, and most 
middle-class radical groups. 

The "yes" campaign was marked by the 
nationalist theme of the need for anAustra
lian head of state. Using the symbol of an 
"Aussie" president "who is one of us" and 
"above the political fray," the rulers aim to 
induce workers to identify more with "our" 
capitalist exploiters. Supporters of the sta
tus quo counter that the governor-general, 
always an Australian since 1965, is "effec
tively" the head of state. 

Vote didn't show support for queen 
Opinion polls leading up to the compul

sory vote indicated that a majority of "no" 
voters supported a republic in principle, 
putting total republican sentiment just un
der 75 percent. Another poll found less than 
10 percent said their choice was based 
mainly on support for the queen. 

"It was not a vote against the republic, it 
was a vote against the setup," declared Peter 
Seaton, a boilermaker from Tregear. 

Jason Tasic, a sheetmetal worker, said he 
deliberately abstained from voting over the 
lack of choice. "I'd rather cop a fine than 
vote for a kind of republic I didn't want. It's 
the first time I've ever not voted." 

Two Turkish-born operators at a wreck
ing yard, Mehmetali Sozer andAhmet lnou, 
said they voted yes, although they both 
supported a popularly elected president. 

Supporters of the constitutional monar
chy combined forces with republicans who 
support a directly elected president to de
feat the referendum proposal, in a campaign 
that ironically helped to further undermine 
support for the monarchy. This official "no" 
campaign used the nationalist image of 
Australia as the most stable country in the 
world, with the theme, "If it ain't broke, why 
fix it?" But another central slogan was, "If 
you want to vote for the President ... Vote 
No to the Politicians' Republic." 

The biggest "no" vote came in working
class and rural electorates. Most press com
mentators concluded that those in the bottom 
half of the economic heap had given there
publican proposal "their kiss of death." Writ
ing on the eve of the vote, the Australian's 
international editor, Paul Kelly, wrote, the 
"support for the no case reveals ... distrust of 
the system, hostility towards politicians, 
alienation from decision-making, resentment 
at the rapid pace of ... 1990s top-down re
forms." 

Reflecting widespread capitalist support 
for a moderate republican shift, the edito
rial opinion of the major dailies across the 
country was solidly for a yes vote. The West 
Australian was of the few that called for a 
no vote, but did so in favor of a directly 
elected president, while the Australian Fi
nancial Review criticized the referendum 
proposal as a "sham." 

Since the vote Prime Minister John 
Howard - who campaigned for maintain
ing the status quo - has tried to gag a dis
cussion that has divided his cabinet. His 
main leadership rivals in the Liberal Party 
have adopted varying republican positions. 
Treasurer Peter Costello supported the call 
for a "modernized" head of state "able to 
unite society." Employment Minister Peter 
Reith, the leading government union-

campaign, claiming the changes would 
mean more native title rights over farm land. 

The recent republican debate was initi
ated by then Labor prime minister Paul 
Keating in the early 1990s. Keating ap
pointed Malcolm Turnbull, a prominent 
merchant banker, to head an official Repub
lic Advisory Committee. Turnbull became 
the head of the Australian Republican 
Movement, which championed the "model" 
just voted on. 

Dock workers celebrate victory over union-busting attempt by Patrick Stevedores and 
Australian government,Aprill998. Government of Prime Minister John Howard faces 
continued labor resistance and new protests in countryside. 

While in opposition at that time, the lead
ership of the conservative Liberal Party tried 
to blunt the push for a republic - and the 
debate within its own ranks -by backing 
a constitutional convention and referen
dum. A majority of the January 1998 con
vention - half of whose delegates were 
appointed by the Howard government and 
half elected- supported republican posi
tions but were divided over minimal change 
or shifting to a directly elected president. 
Howard opposed both alternatives. The 
majority for the "minimalist" republic showed 
a growing shift within the ruling class over 
the last decade. 

buster, campaigned for a no vote, declaring 
that he saw a republic with a directly elected 
president as "an antidote to the sense of 
alienation many people have with our po
litical process." 

Reith played a central role in an attempt 
in early 1998 to break the Maritime Union 
of Australia (MUA) at a major national ste
vedoring company, Patrick. In the biggest 
union battle in Australia for many years, 
widespread solidarity with the MUA forced 
the government and Patrick to back down. 
Today, in addition to continued opposition to 
the Howard government's attacks on unions, a 
deepening farm crisis is sparking new protests 
in the countryside. 

Debate continues in ruling circles 
Meanwhile, ensuring that the republican 

debate continues, Australian Labor Party 
(ALP) leader Kim Beazley has pledged a 
future Labor government to carry out a pro
cess of plebiscites on a republic. During the 
campaign Beazley scored the royal family's 
role as ambassadors for British trade "pro
viding aid and comfort to our opponents in 
trade." The ALP leadership is itself divided 
over the powers and means of electing the 
head of state in a republic. New South Wales 

Labor premier Robert Carr has denounced 
the direct-election model supported by 
other ALP leaders as setting up a "two
headed government in Canberra." 

The outcome of the ballot had left the 
country "stranded in a constitutional waste
land, embracing neither monarchy nor re
public with any firmness," Geoffrey Barker 
complained in the Australian Financial 
Review November 8, while the Sydney 
Morning Herald declared that the referen
dum "debacle" had "settled nothing." 

Denouncing Howard for "a failure oflead
ership," in refusing to recognize the "inevi
tability of a republic ... and its potential as 
a unifYing force," the Herald editorialized 
that instead of "heading into the next cen
tury confident, proud, and united ... we had 
yet another vote that reflects the divisions 
in our country." . . 

A second referendum question, m\'a pro
posed constitutional preamble largely 
drafted by Howard, was defeated by a larger 
margin, with more than 60 percent against. 
A big majority of indigenous leaders op
posed the wording referring to Aboriginal 
"kinship with," rather than the stronger "cus
todianship of," the land. At the same time, 
the National Party upped its racist scare 

Workers have no stake in flag-waving 
The Australian capitalist class gained 

control of their state and waged wars to pro
tect their own emerging imperialist inter
ests in the region and the world, in a gradual 
process of separation from Britain. This 
spanned a century up to World War II. In 
1926, London and the Commonwealth gov
ernments decided that governors-general 
would in the future follow only the instruc
tions of their respective prime ministers, not 
the British Crown. In 1975, the Australian 
ruling class used the governor-general's 
powers as de facto head of state to dismiss 
the Labor government of Gough Whitlam 
after alerting their allies in Washington and 
London. 

A statement issued by the Communist 
League pointed out that "working people 
have no stake in either side of [this] nation
alist debate." It said, "workers, farmers, and 
youth have no common interests with the 
bosses and their government, including on 
the need for 'new,' revamped forms of gov
erning, the better to rule over us as 'Austra
lians.' " 

The CL called on workers and farmers to 
chart a course independent of the rulers' 
flag-waving, whether republican or monar
chist. 

Protesters in Iowa: 'Free Abu-Jamal!' 
BY JAVIERARAVENA 
AND JENNIFER PONCE 

IOWA CITY, Iowa- Supporters of 
MumiaAbu-Jamal's fight for freedom ral
lied at the old state capitol here November 
6. Abu-Jamal, a journalist and Black rights 
activist, is facing execution in the state of 
Pennsylvania. He was railroaded to death 
row in 1982, accused of killing a Philadel
phia police officer. 

After hearing some speakers, the 50 rally 
participants fanned out across the corners 
of Clinton Street and Iowa Avenue holding col
orful signs and passed out leaflets explaining 
the case to people walking by and motorists 
stopped at the lights. They then marched 
around the campus ofthe University oflowa 
chanting and passing out more leaflets. 

Many ofthe participants in the rally were 
students from Drake University in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and Grinnell College in 
Grinnell, Iowa. There were also several stu
dents from high schools in Des Moines and 
a grocery store worker visiting from Wis
consin. Residents in Iowa City and some work
ers from Des Moines also joined the action. 

James Kosloske, 19, a grocery store worker 
and member of the United Food and Commer
cial Workers (UFCW) in Silver Lake, Wis
consin, was visiting some friends in Des 
Moines when he heard about the rally. "This 
is my first rally and I feel pretty good about 
helping out a good cause," Kosloske said. ''The 
lack of evidence against him is there, but they 
still don't want to give him a retrial." 

The Grinnell Coalition in Defense of 
MumiaAbu-Jamal, an ad hoc committee in 
Des Moines, and some people from Iowa City 
organized the rally. Marianne MacKelbergh, 

a 22-year-old restaurant worker in Iowa City, 
was part of this effort. "Since I have lived 
here there have been several rallies, and this 
one is the biggest one I have seen yet," she 
commented. 

Several speakers were featured at the rally, 
including Paul Ford of the Grinnell Coali
tion in Defense ofMumiaAbu-Jamal, Jen
nifer Ponce of the Young Socialists in Des 
Moines, Sean Parson from Drake Univer
sity, and Drew Chebuhar from Iowa City. 

The ad hoc committee in Des Moines was 
formed following the signing of a death 
warrant for Abu-Jamal by Pennsylvania gov
ernor Thomas Ridge. The group has been 
meeting at Drake University. The first meet
ing took place October 20, with more than 40 

people attending. University and high school 
students along with community activists and 
workers are planning a future action in Des 
Moines. Paul Ford announced at the rally that 
regional demonstrations have been called for 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Philadelphia on 
December 11. 

The evening before, some rally partici
pants attended a panel discussion titled 
"Free MumiaAbu-Jamal and end the death 
penalty" at the Militant Labor Forum in Des 
Moines. 

Javier A ravena is a member of UFCW Lo
cal1149 in Perry, Iowa. Jennifer Ponce is a 
member United Auto Workers Local 1672 
in Des Moines. 

An Action Program to Confr~nt 
the Coming Economic Crisis 
A Program for International 
Working-Class Struggle Today 

How a program to fight for jobs and affirmative action, 
and to combat imperialism's pillage of the Third World, 
is crucial to uniting working people internationally. 
$3.00 

Al50 AVAILABLE IN FRENCH, SPANISH, IcELANDIC, AND SWEDISH 

Available from bookstores, including tho~e listed on page 12, or write 
Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, NY 10014. Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0150. 
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YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD-------

'I want to be exposed to new ideas,' says 
student at socialist conference in California 

This column is written and edited by 
the Young Socialists (YS), an interna
tional organization of young workers, stu
dents, and other youth fighting for social
ism. For more information about the YS 
write to: Young Socialists, 3284 23rd St., 
San Francisco, California, 94110. Tel: 
(415) 824-1429. 

Email: 105162.605@compuserve.com 

BY APRIL HOLLAND 
SANTA CRUZ, California- The Young 

Socialists chapter at the University of Cali
fornia campus here hosted a successful so
cialist educational conference over the 
weekend of November 6-7. More than 25 
people took part in the event, including 
Young Socialists from Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, Seattle, and Vancouver; members 
of the Socialist Workers Party; and youth 
who wanted to learn more about the YS. 

The conference was entitled 
"Capitalism's World Disorder: Working
Class Politics at the Millennium," after the 
most recent publication from Pathfinder 
Press. The classes and discussions captured 
several key political questions that the book 
explains in depth- the "cultural war" be
ing waged by ultrarightist Patrick 
Buchanan, the fight for women's liberation, 
and living examples today of the sea change 
in working-class politics as demonstrated 
by three Teamster strikers from Basic Veg
etable who came to share their experiences. 

The first class was titled the "Stakes for 
Workers and Farmers in Resisting Patrick 
Buchanan's Cultural War," presented by 
Norton Sandler, a member of the Socialist 
Workers Party in San Francisco. He ex
plained Buchanan's cultural war and how it 
scapegoats immigrants, women, homosexu
als, and the "corrupt elite" as the causes for 
the social and economic crises in the United 
States. 

Sandler described how while Buchanan 
has one foot in bourgeois politics to gain a 
hearing through the Reform Party, he has 
the other in the streets. As Capitalism's 
World Disorder states on page 232, the fas
cist movement that Buchanan is assembling 
the initial cadres of"will use whatever force 
and violence is necessary to deny enough 
democratic rights to the majority of work
ing people, eventually, to preserve the privi
leges of the upper middle class and main
tain capitalist rule." 

Sandler also discussed Minnesota Gov. 
Jesse Ventura as a Bonapartist figure in bour
geois politics today. Ventura is pretending 
to rise above class conflicts and promises 
to cut through the "red tape" by being a 
"spokesman" for the people. 

Samantha Kern, the national organizer 
of the Young Socialists and California State 
YS organizer, gave a class on "The Origins 
ofWomen's Oppression and the Working
class Road to Women's Liberation Today." 
She referred to The Origin of the Family, 
Private Property, and the State by Frederick 

Young 5ocialiata 
$9,000 Fund Drive 

CITY GOAL COLLECTED 

Ne-rk 700 1,077 154% 

DesMeines 130 150 115% 

LesAngeies 500 1550 110% 

N-Yerk 700 743 106% 

Phlllltlelphla 475 48~ 102% 

Chicage 1,200 1,218 102% 

Seattle 400 400 100% 

Birmingham 550 456 83% 
San Francisco BOO 652 82% 

Detroit 350 274 78% 

Santo Cruz 650 472 73% 

Minneapolis 500 348 70% 
Atlanta 250 150 60% 

Pittsburgh 200 0 0% 

Miami 85 

OTHER 183 

Total 7,405 7,241 91% 

Should be 8,000 8,000 100% 

*Some moneys sent in have not arrived. A final chart 
will appear in next week's issue. 

Engels, which explains that the ;'r' Rican flags were proudly dis-
vast majority of human exist- played by participants. 
encewasinstagesknownassav- Julian Rosado, Student 
agery and barbarism where men Council president of Bronx 
and women lived as equals, the Community College, addressed 
means of production were the crowd. "Badillo does not de-
owned collectively, and there serve to represent my Puerto 
were no institutions such as the Rican flag anymore. He is try-
family, private property, or the ing to manipulate us into think-
state. ing that because he's Latino we 

Kern explained that the op- should support him." 
pression of women came with Sultana Ocasio, a student at 
the rise of class society. She gave Baruch College and a member 
an overview of the women's lib- of the Muslim Students Asso-
eration movement in the late ciation told the Militant, ''I'm 
1960s and early '70s and the here to represent CUNY students 
gains it conquered, especially to show Badillo that his behav-
the right to choose abortion, ior is unacceptable." 
which gave women increasing The group that planned the 
confidence. action, the CUNY Action Net-

This movement had its roots work, is a coalition of students 
in the increasing involvement representing many of the 12 
of women in the workforce, and CUNY campuses that was 
was reinforced as more women formed in response to Badillo's 
entered industry, breaking into comments and has as its aim the 
jobs that were previously lim- removal of Badillo from the 
ited to men, such as the coal Board. Non-student groups were 
mines and other basic indus- represented at the protest as 
tries. In conclusion, she ex- well, including the Congress for 
plained that as men and women Puerto Rican Rights, Domini-
fight alongside each other, it can 2000, and the Mexican-
strengthens the working-class American Workers Association. 
as a whole. One speaker who received sus-

For several youth at the meet- tained applause was Iris Baez, 
ing, this was their first socialist an activist against police brutal-
educational conference. After ity whose son, Anthony Baez, 
the Saturday sessions Claudia, was killed by New York police. 
a student at the University of Many passers-by stopped to 
Santa Cruz, said she found the Militant/Elena Tate see what the protest was about 
conference "very interesting. I De~onstration of students in New York City, October 28, against and to show support. One such 
wanted to be exposed to new racist remarks of CUNY trustee chairman Herman Badillo. person, a postal worker whose 
ideas and listen to a different perspective. It meeting "gave me an inside and personal son goes to John Jay College of CUNY, told 
makes sense to me, and I would like more look at workers' struggles in the United the Militant that he was glad to see people 
information." States today .... The Teamsters workers' out protesting Badillo. "We've protested our 

On$unday morning, Santa Cruz .Young struggle made me feel the energy and the management out here before and it helped 
Socialists and invited guests discussed per- incredible effort that these workers are put- us to win a better contract." 
spectives for the YS in the next few months. ting into this fight. That's really worth our Two days after making his racist com-
The main reports included how the YS is admiration, respect, and most of all, uncon- ments, Badillo issued an apology, in re-
participating in the national campaign to ditional support." sponse to an outpouring of anger and calls 
sell and place Capitalism's World Disorder •!• to resign. But for many students, faculty, 
in bookstores and libraries. and community groups, an apology isn't 

There was also discussion on how the YS N. Y. students protest racism enough. 
was going to meet its goal in this last week by university trustee The protest of October 28 was just one 
of the National Young Socialists fund drive. action in a series of anti-Badillo activities. 
Further discussion was centered on the im- BY ELENA TATE Planning meetings of the CUNY Action 
portance of participation in the Guadalajara NEWYORK- About 100 people gath- Network are ongoing, with the aim of con-
Book Fair. YS members will help staff the ered in midtown Manhattan October 28 to tinuing until the chairman resigns or is re-
Pathfinder booth there and strengthen the in- demand the removal of Herman Badillo moved. 
ternational character of the Young Socialists. from the Board of Trustees of the City Uni- Since Badillo made the comments, he has 

That afternoon, Irlinda Villasensor, versity of New York (CUNY). Badillo, the been followed by a group of students to 
Humberto Capiz, and Eustolia Valdez, three chairman of the appointed board, has been virtually all of his public engagements who 
Teamsters who are on strike at Basic Veg- at the center of protests in recent days after loudly call on him to either resign or be 
etable, addressed the conference. They came making racist comments against Mexican removed during his presentations. Accord-
especially to build the solidarity rally tak- and Dominican immigrants at a Center for ing to the Hunter Envoy, a student newspa-
ing place in King City November 14 (see Educational Innovation luncheon Septem- per at Hunter College of CUNY, a program 
article on page 11 ), and invited all those ber 22. at the New School that featured Badillo on 
present to come and give their support. On that occasion Badillo, who was the September 29 turned into an anti-Badillo 

Some 750 workers have been on strike at first Puerto Rican congressman in the United rally, with 150 demonstrators. 
the large onion and garlic dehydration plant States, said, "If you go to El Barrio in East 
since last July. They are fighting two-tier Harlem ... this is supposed to be a Puerto 
wages, permanent replacements, and attacks Rican area, it's all Mexicans. The problem 
by the company on health insurance and is that in Mexico and Central America, there 
pensions. Capiz, a forklift driver and me- has never been a history of education .... 
chanic, said that the company "would like They're pure Indians, Incas and Mayans, 
to take away our health benefits that we have who are about, you know, five feet tall, with 
fought for ... .If we lose this strike, you all straight hair .... We have to have a sense of 
will lose as well." urgency about this continuing migration 

The company has been downsizing de- of Mexicans and Dominicans because I as-
spite an increase in production. Valdez, a sure you it's not going to stop" 
crew leader, explained how working twice Luz Schreiber of Hunter College ad-
as fast under pressure from the company dressed the rally: "What Badillo said was a 
jeopardizes the safety of all workers. manifestation of his racist policies of dis-

The strikers described in detail the mantling open admissions and 
company's counter-campaign and the role remediation." 
of the police, who side with the company. Mariana Zubok of Queens College told 
"The police treat all of us like we have crimi- participants, "If we look farther than 
nal records," stated Capiz. They said that Badillo's speech of September 22, we will 
when the replacement workers or company see his record ofbetraying all people, CUNY 
make complaints of alleged misconduct by students and the working class. Since be-
the strikers, the police are immediately on coming chairman, he has fought to end open 
the scene. But when strikers are victims of admissions and remediation programs at 
thuggery and other attacks, the police re- CUNY. Even back when he was a congress-
spend slowly or not at all. man, he supported instituting a tuition at 

By the close of the conference, most par- CUNY, which used to be free!" 
ticipants were making plans to get to the Signs included 'We refuse to let a bigot 
strike rally in King City. These fighting be the chairman of our university,' and popu-
workers made an impression on fighting lar chants were: "Education is a right. Keep 
youth who were attending this conference. up the fight!" and "Badillo, get out!" in both 
Degan, a student from Yugoslavia, said the English and Spanish. Dominican and Puerto 

Elena Tate is a student at Hunter College. 

FROM PATHFINDER 

The Origin of the Family, Private 
Property, and the State 
Frederick Engels 
How the emergence of class-divided 
society gave rise to repressive state 
bodies and family structures that 
protect the property of the ruling 
layers and enable them to pass along 
wealth and privilege. Engels dis
cusses the consequences for work
ing people of 
these class in-
stitutions
from their 
original forms 
to those of 
modern 
times. $16.95 

See page 12 for 
list of 
aistributors. 
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- CAMPAIGNING WITH ;CAPITALISM'S WORLD DISORDER' 

'I plan to read this myself,' says librarian 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

Deborah Liatos, a United Steelworkers of 
America member in San Francisco, reported 
to the Militantthis week how a fellow union
ist bought a copy of Capitalism 's World Disor
der. "He is a locked-out worker at Kaiser Alu
minum." she said, "We often see Kaiser work
ers at picket lines in the city. There's no Kai
ser plant here, but workers come to picket the 
company headquarters and speak at different 
union locals. 

"When we showed him the book, he said he 
had been thinking about getting one for a long 
time. He looked at the photos and read the 
back cover. We discussed how the speeches in 
the book give an optimistic perspective of the 
road forward for those in struggle. Finally, he 
decided to buy it," said Liatos. 

Socialist workers and young political fight
ers are campaigning to get out Capitalism 's 
World Disorder: Working-Class Politics at the 
Millennium far and wide. They are waging the 
campaign jointly with co-workers, working 
farmers and others, to place the book on the 
shelves oflibraries and shops. That way the 

book reaches a potentially much larger audi
ence of working people. 

Supporters of the campaign are also taking 
it with them to picket lines and to political 
events. The book will be the main armament 
of a team that will intervene in the anti-WTO 
events in Seattle at the beginning of Decem
ber. The book describes and looks forward to a 
labor movement that organizes along the lines 
of international solidarity. 

"The King City march and rally on Novem
ber 14 was an ideal place to sell Capitalism's 
World Disorder," wrote Larry Lane, a mem
ber of the International Association of Ma
chinists in San Francisco. He was referring to 
the action in support ofTeamsters on strike at 
Basic Vegetable. "Many of the workers and 
youth there were open discussing politics and 
were trying to figure out what it would take to 
change their situation in the world." 

Eight participants in the action bought cop
ies of Capitalism 's World Disorder, and a simi
lar number decided to subscribe to the Mili
tant or Perspectiva Mundial. Lane sold two 
copies of the book. 

"The first was to Jane, a clerical worker for 
the city of Santa Cruz," he wrote. "She is a 
member of the Service Employees Interna
tional Union, and mentioned that she was cu
rious why so many right-wing ideas and groups 
are growing now. She pointed to the attacks on 
bilingual education and environmental laws. 

''The second CWD was sold to a co-worker 
who came to the rally with his daughter on a 
Teamster-organized bus from San Francisco. 
He works in the same area of the UnitedAir
lines jet turbine shop that I do and has bought 
other Pathfinder titles before. He found the 
rally and march very exciting and inspiring. 
He wanted to know what else he can do to 
help the Basic Vegetable workers win their 
strike." 

Below are some of the other reports that 
came in this week. 

Campus libraries stock 
Pathfinder in L.A. 

LOS ANGELES- Pathfinder supporters 

PathfinderFundra~es$13~92~ 
on time and way over the goal! 
BY LUIS MADRID tributions, the editorial work on Making His- worker he met at a Pathfinder literature sale 

Pathfinder Fund supporters around the world tory: Interviews with Four Generals of Cuba's at the GM plant gate. "She told me about the 

raised $136,924, handily surpassing the origi- Revolutionary Armed Forces was also being harsh conditions in the plant. Capitalism's 

nal goal by nearly 10 percent. The intema- completed (see special offer on page 9). Fund- World Disorder explains why this is happen-

tional fund-raising campaign was accom- raising and editorial tasks together ensured this ing. Two years ago I started looking for an-

plished by the November 15 deadline to boot. new title will be featured in the Pathfinder booth swers and I couldn't get them from teachers, 

This collective effort-from New Zealand, at the Guadalajara International Book Fair in Tv, or the newspapers. When you read the book 

to France, to Belgium, and cities across the Mexico the last week ofNovember. and discuss with others like we do here every 

United States-puts the revolutionary pub- In addition, work remains on schedule for Sunday you understand the world. The book is 

lisher in a solid position to continue produc- the publication early in 2000 of the Spanish- a guide to action to change it." 

ing the political tools workers, farmers, and and French-language editions of Capitalism's As an example ofhow the world is affect-

youth need today as we seek to understand the World Disorder: Working-Class Politics at the ing youth, Farfalis reported on a walkout at 

horrors capitalism offers, organize to combat Millennium by Jack Barnes. Che Guevara his high school by students demanding extra-

them, and set out to chart a road forward for Talks to Young People will appear as well in curricular activities, which teachers are not 

humanity. English and Spanish, in time for the Havana providing to protest the government'~ educa-

As volunteers were receipting the final con- Book Fair in February. tion cutbacks. · '· 
The nearly 900 contributions Christian Cornejo, a meatpacker and mem-

ranged from a couple of dollars up to her of the United Food and Commercial Work-
$1,000, withmanygivingforthefirst ers Local175, reported on his recent partici-
time to such an effort, responding to pation in a Militant reporting team to 
fellow trade unionists on the job to Saskatchewan to talk to farmers facing de-
fund-raising events in their local ar- pression conditions because of rock bottom 
eas, to mailings appealing for funds, wheat prices. "The farmers were very inter-
and a variety of other initiatives. ested in the conditions I face at work," he said. 

•!• "We discussed the need for a fighting alliance 
Canada 3,650 5,235 143% of workers in the city with farmers, and about 
Sweden 700 929 133% Toronto supporters how this alliance produced a socialist revolu-

France 500 540 108% go over the top tion in Cuba."Two of Cornejo's co-workers 
attended the celebration. 

N-Zealand 2,550 2,729 107% BY JOHN STEELE Sylvie Charbin, an auto parts worker and 
United Kingdo111 1,200 1,273 106% TORONTO-Pathfinder support- member of International Association of 

ers-including unionists, high school Machinists Local 2113, reported on her 
United Slates and university students-tucked into experiences selling the book to a hog farmer 

Boston 4,100 4,615 113% a delicious turkey dinner and listened in southwestern Ontario and to a member of 
to a panel of fighters at a fund-raising the International Woodworkers union on 

Mia111l 3,500 3,890 111% celebration for the international Path- strike against Interforest in Durham. The 
Des Moines 1,800 1,948 108% finder Fund here November 13. When striker, who was unable to attend because 
Detroit 4,500 4,865 108% all the funds were accounted, includ- she had to start a new job after being fired 

Atlanta 3,500 3,781 108% ing donations, door receipts, and for her union activity, told Charbin she 

Houston 6,500 6,950 107% raffle tickets sold, those attending hoped the celebration would be a success. 
cheered the grand total ofCan$4,091. "We need this book in French as soon as 

N_.rk 9,000 9,568 106% The original local goal had been possible," said Charbin. "Quebec truckers 
San Francisco 12,500 13,258 106% Can$3,600(Can$1=US$0.68). Thirty- who have been fighting for a union, farmers 
Washington, D.C. 6,000 6,346 106% eight people joined in the celebration. there who are being driven off their farms 

SeaHie 11,000 11,610 106% Under a banner reading ''Translate, need to read this book." She has also worked 

PIHsburgh 4,500 4,697 104% 
read, discuss and sell Capitalism 's with Pathfinder supporters in five countries 
World Disorder," Mario DeSantis to prepare the French-language translation 

N-York 13,000 13,534 104% explained the importance of the book of Capitalism's World Disorder. Pathfinder 
St. Louis 1,300 1,339 103% to him. A member of the Canadian will release the book early next year. 
Chicago 8,000 8,198 102% Auto Workers Local 707 at Ford as- John Riddell, one of the more than 100 

Los Angeles 8,000 8,185 102% sembly plant in Oakville, De Santis volunteers around the world working to put 

Bir111lngha111 3,000 3,032 101% 
has been building support for a strike all of Pathfinder titles into digital form so 
of woodworkers in Durham, Ontario. they can be reprinted easily using the latest 

Chlpp-. Falls 400 403 101% "Reading this book has helped me computerized technology, said, "We have 
Philadelphia 4,000 4,018 100% to realize that it is the working class to think about what the world is becoming. 
Cape Girardeau 250 250 100% that holds the world on its shoulders," We are heading towards a period when the 
Ft. Colli• 500 500 100% explained the auto worker. "And this stock in this bookstore will be sold out to 

Cleveland 4,000 3,685 92% makes me proud to be part of this fighting workers. The reprint project will 

Twin Cities 10,000 8,384 84% class." Referring to page 60 of the ensure the lessons of 150 years of struggle 

Other U.S. 1,712 
book, which describes the growing will be available to the fighters through 
crisis of the world capitalist economy, Pathfinder books when they need them." 

U.S. Total $119,350 $124,768 105% De Santis said, "The bosses' down- A warm applause went to those who or-
sizing and line speedups are signs of ganized the meeting, set up the displays, and 

Australia 950 950 100% desperation. This should be our in- prepared the meal. A feature of the event 

Belglulll 500 500 100% spiration to fight." were earth green tablecloths and napkins 
Oshawa high school student and hemmed by volunteers, preparing to get 

Totals $128,900 $136,924 110% Young Socialists member Dimitris jobs as sewers in order to do communist 

Should be $125,000 $125,000 100% Farfalis told participants about a dis- work while active in the Union of Needle-
cussion he had with a GM Oshawa trades, Industrial and Textile Employees. 

Juan Villagomez and Mark Friedman spent a 
few hours visiting the bookstore and several 
of the many libraries at a major campus here, 
where struggles around affirmative action and 
defending immigrant rights and bilingual edu
cation have been sizable. 

The bookstore has carried Pathfinder 
titles in the past. The buyer was pleased to 
see us, since he was almost out of stock. He 
was especially keen on Capitalism's World 
Disorder. He ordered three after we dis
cussed the sections explaining the impor
tance of affirmative action programs, and 
the rise of the incipient fascist, Patrick 
Buchanan. 

He stocked up on the Pathfinder titles 
that had sold out by Malcolm X, Nelson 
Mandela, Evelyn Reed, and Che Guevara, 
and ordered new books, including Trotsky's 
History of the Russian Revolution, Revolu
tion Betrayed, and Art and Revolution. "I 
know these books will sell," he said, citing 
the "increased student interest in these top
ics." 

Many larger campuses have libraries con
nected with various departments. The Cen

. ter for AfricanAmerican Studies carries Path
finder titles, primarily those written by Black 
authors, from W.E.B. Du Bois to Maurice 
Bishop. The librarian ordered Capitalism's 
World Disorder for the library, but added 
that "I plan to read this myself as soon as it 
comes in." 

The librarian at the Chicano studies de
partment also bought a copy of the book, 
along with a dozen other titles. 

The university's main research library 
also decided to order Capitalism 's World 
Disorder. Several teams a week are being 
sent out in LA, often combining campus 
literature tables with visits to campus book
stores, libraries, and bookstores suggested 
by co-workers. 
Mark Friedman 

In the Ohio coalfields 
CLEVELAND, Ohio- Mark Chicwak 

and his brother Larry, both Steelworkers in 
an Ohio town, met with three socialist work
ers who visited the area to place copies of 
Capitalism 's World Disorder in bookstores 
and libraries. 

Before Mark bought a copy, the discus
sion went from the ongoing struggles of 
steelworkers in the Midwest, to the fight for 
jobs and the importance of rejecting the 
trade union tops' protectionist campaign 
against steel imports and the World Trade 
Organization. 

Larry asked how workers and farmers can 
defend the environment when two local coal 
companies had just laid off more than 300 
miners, blaming the restrictions on burning 
high-sulfur Ohio coal. We discussed how 
working people should demand that the 
utility companies take advantage of the 
existing technology to bum coal cleanly. 

Mark had suggested we call the state li
brary regional office before visiting. The mo
bile service run by the office serves working 
people and youth throughout this coal mining 
region. 

The meeting with the acquisitions direc
tor the next day, while yielding no guaran
tees, was very promising. She said she was 
glad to receive the Pathfinder catalog, and to 
discuss the contents of Capitalism's World 
Disorder. She also said she appreciated the 
chronologies, glossaries, indexes, photo sig
natures, maps and other resources that many 
Pathfmder books contain. 
Mike Fitzsimmons 
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Socialists oppose 
initiative that would 
hurt small fishermen 
BYSCOITBREEN 

SEATTLE -Initiative 696 was roundly 
defeated in a statewide vote here Novem
ber 2. The measure would have destroyed 
the livelihoods ofhundreds of independent, 
small fisherman with one or two boats by 
banning most commercial net, troll, and 
trawl fishing in state waters, including Puget 
Sound and three miles out into the Pacific 
Ocean. The initiative was rejected in 34 of 
the 39 counties, with 60 percent voting 
against it statewide 

Supporters ofl-696 had campaigned for 
it on the basis that it would protect the 
salmon, some species of which are endan
gered. A group of small fisherman formed 
"Fish for All" to campaign against I-696. 
Their literature noted that "I-696 targets 
fishing families and communities and will 
result in thousands of lost jobs." They also 
pointed out that small commercial fisher
men are not the reason for declining fish 
runs and concludes, "Let's work together to 
restore our streams and rivers." 

A "No on I-696" group, supported largely 
by commercial-fishing industry, also cam
paigned against the initiative. 

Chris Rayson, the Socialist Workers can
didate for the Port of Seattle Commission, 
called for a "no" vote on 1-696. The proposal, 
Rayson said, "tries to make independent 
fishermen the scapegoats for the decline in 
some salmon runs." 

The socialist candidate also explained 
that it was a mistake to accuse Native Ameri
cans as benefiting from passage of the ini
tiative, as some of the literature against I-
696 indicated. Native Americans, whose 
fishing rights are protected by treaty, would 
have been exempted from the restrictions. 
"Native Americans are as concerned with 
salmon conservation as any other group," 
Rayson explained, and "playing up Native 
Americans as the beneficiaries ofl-696 pas
sage could only be seen as trying to win 
votes on a racist appeal." 

Another ballot measure, Initiative 1-695, 
was approved. I-695 abolished the state's 
2.2 percent annual car tax and replaced it with 

a flat $30 fee - substantially lower in most 
cases - for all vehicles beginning January 1. 
I-695 also required future vehicle tax or fee 
increases to have voter approval. 

Rayson's campaign took no stand on I -695, 
since there was no way to help clarify and 
defend the road forward for working people 
within the framework of the vote. He instead 
stressed the Socialist Workers opposition to 
all taxes except a steeply graduated income 
tax, and called for no taxes on working people. 

Rayson, a switchman on the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad and mem
ber of the United Transportation Union, was 
the only candidate running against the in
cumbent, Clare Nordquist, a self-described 
"venture capitalist." Rayson received 
99,627 votes, or nearly 37 percent of the 
vote for this King County post. 

The Post Commission oversees the run
ning of the Port of Seattle and Seattle
Tacoma International Airport As such, it 
influences billions of dollars in transporta
tion, trade, and fishing businesses, and im
pacts heavily on labor issues, as well. 

During the campaign, hundreds of port 
truck drivers went on strike demanding an 
hourly wage and a union contract. Rayson's 
campaign actively supported their fight, 
joining their picket lines and rallies, and 
widely distributing a statement supporting 
their struggle. Rayson spoke out in their de
fense at candidate meetings and in interviews 
with the press. His campaign won some sup
port among these truckers. Kevin Merriott, one 
of the owner-operators who joined in these 
actions, said he voted for Rayson because he 
"was for us on our truck campaign. He had 
strong views on changing the port so I thought 
he was the best candidate." 

In the weeks leading up to the election, the 
socialist's political positions got a wide hear
ing, as they were included in the official Wash
ington State voters guide, the Seattle Times 
voter's'guide, and in the daily SeattlePost
Intelligencer. 

The Post-Intelligencer prominently ran 
a statement from Rayson in its Op-Ed page 
the week before the election, which it titled, 

Militant/Lisa Ahlberg 
Supporters and striking port truckers at Seattle's waterfront August 23. SWP candidate 
for port commissioner Chris Rayson championed the drivers' unionization drive. 

"Port should back working-class struggles 
against U.S. bosses." In it Rayson explained 
the imperialist nature of the World Trade Or
ganization (WTO), which "is a vehicle used 
by Washington, as the dominant imperialist 
nation, to organize trading policy in a world of 
capitalist disorder, with intensified competi
tion and rising tensions." He also explained 
why the Socialist Workers campaign would 
not participate in the protests being organized 
by labor officials and middle-class reformers 
against the WTO meeting here at the end of 
November. The "fair trade" advocated by 
these forces is really "economic nationalism," 
Rayson wrote. "Whether it is the Teamsters 
officials trying to lock out Mexican truckers 
or USWA or lAM officials joining the anti
China slander campaign against imports, the 
effect is to put cooperation with U.S. bosses 
above unity with working people abroad. In
stead, labor needs to mobilize the broadest 
solidarity around today's strikes and protests 
against U.S. bosses." 

Rayson warned that the main beneficiaries 
of these anti-WTO protests would be the presi
dential campaign ofPatrick Buchanan, "the 
chief organizing center today of incipient 
American fascism."The anti-WTO protests, 
which Buchanan says he will participate in, 
"provides him an opportunity to get a broader 
hearing within the working class," the candi
datewrote. 

While Rayson's large vote reflected an anti-

establishment protest and not a pro-socialist 
consciousness, many of his co-workers said 
that they voted for him, knowing his socialist 
views. This reflects the growing interest by 
workers in seriously considering a working
class alternative in the elections. "Josh 
Sjoholm, a BNSF switchman, said he voted 
for Rayson because "he took the time to write 
something. Plus I wanted to mix it up. I don't 
want to have one mind frame around the port." 

In the week prior to the election the Social
ist Workers 1999 campaign also won an ex
emption from publicly disclosing the names, 
addresses, and occupations of its contributors 
and its vendors. On October 28 the Washing
ton Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) 
voted unanimously to approve a renewal of 
the campaign's exemption it had granted last 
year. Several campaign supporters, including 
workers from Boeing andAlaskaAirlines, and 
two students from a nearby college attended 
the hearing in Olympia. 

The campaign fought unsuccessfully tore
move an audit provision added to its exemp
tion last year, and again objected to its inclu
sion. The exemption only lasts through the 
end of 1999 and Socialist Workers candidates 
must reapply for an exemption every year. 

Scott Breen is a member of the International 
Association of Machinists and was the cam
paign director for the Socialist Workers 
1999 Campaign in Washington State. 

Cranberry growers suffer from sharp price drop 
BY TED LEONARD 

CARVER, Massachusetts- The wet-har
vest of cranberries is one of the most beautiful 
sights on earth. Crimson berries floating on 
flooded bogs are corralled by workers with 
wooden booms and drawn from the water by 
pumps or conveyors onto the bed of a waiting 
truck. However, for cranberry growers this 
year's harvest is far from idyllic. 
- By Thanksgiving the price for a barrel ( 100 

pounds) of cranberries is expected to fall to 
around $32. The break-even price needed by 
the grower to cover the cost of producing the 
fruit is around $35. 

For most of the last decade berries sold 
for about $60 a barrel. Two years ago the 
fruit peaked at $80 a barrel. Prices plunged 
last year to $35-40 a barrel- the lowest re
turn since the early 1980s. 

Prices are expected to continue falling this 
year, perhaps to as low as $25, because the 
industry enters the harvest season with 2.8 
million barrels ofberries in storage from last 
fall. Adding an anticipated harvest of 6.4 mil
lion barrels to the surplus, there will be an 
inventory of9 .2 million barrels in the United 
States. The expected demand for cranberries 
over the next year is 5.5 million barrels. 

Not everybody breaks even at $35.Accord
ing to the New Bedford Standard-Times, the 
Andersen family invested in 26 acres ofbogs 
in 1992, when prices for berries were high. 
They break even at $50 a barrel. They now 
supplement their income by logging pine trees 
from their land and by "working around the 
clock." 

With about 500 growers and 14,200 acres 
of cranberry bogs, Massachusetts produced 
34 percent of the cranberries grown in the 
United States in 1998. Wisconsin, the larg
est U.S. producer, accounted for 4 7 percent, 
and New Jersey growers were third with 10 
percent of the harvest. 

Bogs in this area range from a dozen acres 
to more than 300 owned by the large grow
ers. Usually a grower will have four acres of 
open land for each acre of bogs. According 
to a recent article in the Standard-Times the 
Makepeace family, who were among of the 
founders of Ocean Spray Cranberries Inc. in 
1930, owns 10,000 acres of open land. 

It takes about 35 acres to produce a liv
ing income for a family. Owners of the larger 
bogs hire workers beyond the family year 
round. At harvest time all the family mem
bers help out and extra workers are hired. 

"If the crop's down [in price], people may 
be getting laid off, as opposed to having a 
year-round job," said Don DeGowin, a me
chanic who has been working in the cran
berry industry for 30 years. Militant report
ers talked to him while he was taking a break 
from a wet cranberry harvest exhibition at 
the recent Massachusetts Cranberry Harvest 
Festival in South Carver. 

On top of the falling prices, the summer 
drought in southeastern Massachusetts pro
duced a smaller berry this season. 

Massachusetts's growers face additional 
pressure from real estate developers. Fed
eral laws protect wetlands, where cranberry 
bogs are located. Under these laws no de
velopment can take place on the wetlands. 
For the wealthy escaping the city, lots 
around bogs are attractive, because they 
know there will be no new developments 
next to them. One acre ofland can now sell 
for $50,000 to $75,000 in southeastern 
Massachusetts and Cape Cod, the cranberry
growing area of the state. 

The development of homes next to the 
bogs has added to the grower's problems. 
Many growers contract helicopters to spray 
fertilizers and pesticides to reduce the dam
age caused by driving equipment on the 
bog. Family dwellings next to the bogs 
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place new restrictions on when helicopters 
can spray, raising the growers' costs for the 
service. 

Another effect of the Wetland Protection 
Law is that bogs that are "abandoned," that is 
not worked, for five years cannot be put back 
into production. So growers do not have the 
option of not working their land for a few years 
while the prices are low. 

There are a handful a companies the grow
ers can sell their berries to in the area. Ocean 
Spray, headquartered in Middleboro, Massa
chusetts, is one of them. Ocean Spray domi
nates the cranberry industry and sold about 
$1.4 billion of cranberry drinks and other prod
ucts last year. 

Ocean Spray is a "grower-owned" coop
erative. Like all capitalist agricultural en
terprises, the cooperative serves the inter
est of the wealthy growers. "Grower-mem
bers" own their bogs, raise their own crops, 
and market them through the cooperative. 
Growers pay to become members, then get 
multi-year contracts from Ocean Spray to 
buy their berries. The actual price received 
by the growers and when they receive pay
ment depends on Ocean Spray's profits. It 
can be up to 18 months before growers learn 
the price they will be paid for their berries 
and receive the money. 

This relationship particularly hurt some 
growers this spring who had begun spend
ing for this year's crop anticipating a cer
tain amount of income from last year's har
vest. When the checks were less than an
ticipated, growers had to scramble to mange 
their cash flow. Planned expenses to repair 
or replace equipment had to stop. 

The combination of sharply reduced 
prices paid to growers by Ocean Spray as a 
response to the large number of cranberries 
in storage, increased competition, and the 
straight jacket of the contracts dictated by 

Ocean Spray has made the company increas
ingly unpopular. 

Among growers drinking coffee and talk
ing at Dandy Donuts in Carver, Massachu
setts, before they start work, Ocean Spray is 
a hot topic. "I'm glad I got out when I did," 
declared Bob Mellville, who owns and 
works about 100 acres of cranberry bogs in 
the area. "I used to be on the advisory board 
[at Ocean Spray], but they never listened to 
us. The corporate board made all the deci
sions." 

Ted Leonard is a member of the Union of 
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees. Sarah Ullman, a member of the 
United Transportation Union, contributed 
to this article. 
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Vieques protests: 'Navy out!' 
Continued from front page 
said Ismael Guadalupe, a leader of the Com
mittee for the Rescue and Development of 
Vieques. Protesters "cannot wait for an evic
tion order to move onto the Navy-occupied 
lands." He called for massive civil disobe
dience on the island beginning November 
19. 

The committee is working with All, 
Puerto Rico with Vieques to provide logis
tical support for the increased number of 
protesters at the camps.All Puerto Rico with 
Vieques is the coalition that organized the 
July 4 march of 50,000 people in front of 
the U.S. Navy's Roosevelt Roads base in 
Ceiba, Puerto Rico, to call on the military 
to leave Vieques. 

The protesters insist they will not leave 
the camps, and many people have already 
volunteered to take their place if U.S. offi
cials arrest them. 

Some 1,350 students at the University of 
Puerto Rico's Rio Piedras campus took part 
in an assembly November 10 where they 
voted to launch student strikes and protests 
if the Navy resumes its bombing in Vieques. 
The students are seeking to publicize their 
fight internationally by working with stu
dent groups in the United States and around 
the world. 

In one reflection of the breadth of senti
ment against the U.S. military presence in 

Vieques, the DisabledAmerican Veterans of 
Puerto Rico organized several of its mem
bers to be interviewed in the November 11 
issue of the San Juan daily El Nuevo Dia 
calling for an end to U.S. bombing there. 

Under the pressure of the popular pro
tests, Pedro Rossel16, the pro-statehood 
governor of Puerto Rico, had adopted a 
stance that the Navy should leave Vieques. 
When it became clear Washington intended 
to resume its bombing, Rossell6 reportedly 
consulted with U.S. president William 
Clinton by phone November 13. 

Following those talks, the governor 
floated the idea ofholding a yes-or-no vote 
among the residents of Vieques on a plan 
Clinton would propose to allow the resump
tion the military training there. This might 
include the proposal to carry out the exer
cises without live ammunition, and for fewer 
days out of the year. Rossell6 noted that 
Clinton had no obligation to consider the 
results of such a referendum, but insisted 
that the U.S. president "told me he is sensi
tive to the position of the Vieques residents." 

The reaction in Puerto Rico was of al
most universal scorn, particularly since it 
had been announced that Clinton had al
ready decided to restart the bombing prac
tice. "This is the second time that a referen
dum has been proposed," said Guadalupe, 
of the Committee for the Rescue and De-

velopment of Vieques, at a November 16 
press conference. "The people of Vieques 
have already spoken, so the referendum 
should be deep-sixed." 

Rossell6 quickly retreated, acknowledg
ing that Clinton would issue a directive, not 
a proposal, on resuming the military exer
cises, so a vote was unnecessary. 

Meanwhile, theHariford Courant, the big
business daily in Hartford, Connecticut, 
launched a ''terrorist" smear campaign against 
Puerto Rican independence supporters and 
against the Cuban revolution. 

An eight-part series signed by staff writer 
Edmund Mahony recycles the slanders and lies 
that were used by the FBI in the 1980s to frame 
up the Hartford 15 - independence advocates 
who accused of involvement in the robbery of 
a Wells Fargo depot- and asserts a "Cuban 
connection." The paper's editors had cam
paigned against the Clinton administration's 
release of 11 other Puerto Rican political pris
oners earlier this year. 

Ron Richards in San Juan, Puerto Rico, con
tributed to this article. 

Protesters, right, in Vieques, wave U.S. flag 
with skulls for stars November 3, against 
Washington's plan to restart bombings. 

San Francisco election reflects deeper crisis of capitalist system 
BY JIM GOTESKY 

SAN FRANCISCO- "The write-in 
votes for Tom Ammiano in the San Fran
cisco mayoral elections, which forced a run
off contest between Ammiano and incum
bent Willie Brown, demonstrate the grow
ing crisis of the capitalist system," argued 
Osborne Hart at the Militant Labor Forum 
held here November 12. Hart, a rail worker 
and member of the United Transportation 
Union, was the Socialist Workers candidate 
for San Francisco mayor. 

Ammiano, president of the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors, launched his write-in 
mayoral campaign October 15, three weeks 
before election day. His election efforts were 
spearheaded by the Harvey Milk Gay/Les
bian/Bisexual!Transgender Democratic 
Club and tenants rights activists. Union 
leaders among city health-care unions also 
backed his campaign. He received nearly 
46,000 votes - 25 percent of the total. 

Ammiano outpolled Clint Reilly, a politi
cal consultant, and Frank Jordan, former 
Republican San Francisco mayor. Brown gar
nered 72,657 votes, or 39 percent. 

"Until a few days before election day the 
mayoral campaign followed the standard pat
tern of mud slinging exchanges between capi
talist office holders and their challengers. 
Many of my campaign supporters were sur
prised, too, by the vote for Ammiano, but we 
shouldn't have been," said Hart. 

Ammiano taps discontent 
"Instability more and more characterizes 

capitalist politics today as the capitalist 
system marches steadily toward fascism and 
war," the socialist worker continued. "The 
U.S. economic upturn has not eased the 
grinding attacks on wages, working condi
tions, and living standards of workers and 
exploited farmers. 

"A substantial portion of the middle 
classes also face ruin from small business 
failure, corporate downsizing, skyrocketing 
rents and home prices. The hard-pressed 
middle classes look for politicians who will 
protect them from being thrown down into 
the working class. This is why figures like 
the 'strongman' Reform Party governor of 
Minnesota, Jesse Ventura, get a hearing. 
This crisis is also breeding incipient fascist 
politicians such as Patrick Buchanan." 

Ammiano is not a rightist like Buchanan 
or Ventura, but rather a liberal Democrat. 
His appeal to young and working-class vot
ers included the fact that he initiated "Liv
ing Wage" legislation in May 1999 that 
would require all nonprofit agencies and 
businesses with city contracts to pay their 
employees at least $11 an hour plus health 
benefits. The measure affects more than 
13,000 workers. 

Hart said, "This bill should be supported 
by working people. But for the Bay Area, this 
much needed wage increase is modest," he 
said, pointing to the astronomical rents and 
other high living costs in the area. 

"While Brown also supports the living wage 
bill, his administration is more closely aligned 
with the banks, real estate companies, and 
landlords that are making San Francisco un
livable for working people," stated Hart. 

Declining support for Brown contributed to 
the voter turnout for Ammiano. "In fact, voter 
turnout for the mayoral contest was lower than 
in 1995. Only 20 percent of eligible voters 
voted" 

Brown's callous disregard for human dig
nity was captured weeks before the elec
tion when he ordered city police to confis
cate shopping carts from the homeless. 
Brown quickly halted the effort after the 
story gained media attention. 

No alternative to working-class struggle 
Many liberal and radical groups are hail

ing theAmmiano vote, while the main lead
ers of the Democratic and Republican par
ties are rallying to insure a victory for Brown 

in the December 14 runoff. 
"Whoever wins, little will change in San 

Francisco," said Hart. "The choice is, in fact, 
between two liberal Democrats. There is no 
working-class alternative in this run off." 

Hart pointed to the need to build a new 
working class movement "uniting work
ers -both union and nonunion - with ex
ploited farmers and others among the rural 
poor. We will have to look to and make alli
ances with workers internationally as our al
lies in these fights. 

He pointed to the strike for union recogni
tion at Overnite Transportation anq fight 
against union-busting at Basic Vegetable 
in King City, California, as well as struggles 
by working farmers to hold onto their land as 
the initial stages of this movement. 

Hart outlined a program of action that 
can unite working people, including "a 
fight for a shorter workweek with no cut in 
pay- 30 hours work for 40 hours pay- in 

tandem with a campaign for massive feder
ally funded public works programs that would 
build hospitals, schools, day-care centers, and 
infrastructure. Millions of new jobs could be 
created through this program." 

He called for an immediate restriction of 
rents to 10 percent of a person's income and 
full implementation of affirmative action 
in employment and education. "Implemen
tation of affirmative action would include 
an immediate, massive increase in the mini
mum wage," he said. 

"The struggle to defend workers rights 
and living standards will not be settled in 
elections on a local, state or national level," 
Hart concluded. "This fight will require a 
new government, a workers and farmers 
government, that replaces the capitalist 
government in Washington. A government 
that will step-by-step replace capitalism with 
socialism, a system based on human needs 
not profits." 

Washington, Beijing reach trade deal 
Continued from front page 
more direct and larger-scale penetration by 
U.S. capital. Its provisions include a reduc
tion in the tariffs China levies on imported 
goods from 22.1 percent to 17 percent. Tar
iffs on U.S. farm products would be cut 
sharply to 15 percent or less. The tariff for 
automobiles would go from 100 percent to 
25 percent over six years. 

Other footholds for foreign firms include 
the ability of companies to set up their own 
product distribution, repair, and mainte
nance systems in China. U.S. banks will be 
permitted to offer services to Chinese cus
tomers two years after Beijing joins the 
WTO. Foreign investors can purchase 49 
percent of Chinese telephone service pro
viders, increasing to 50 percent in two years. 

At the same time Washington will be al
lowed to enforce protectionist measures 
against the alleged "dumping" of goods by 
China for 12 more years. These terms fol
low closely those proposed by Beijing and 
rejected by Washington in April talks be
tween Prime Minister Zhu Rongji and U.S. 
president Willi!Ull Clinton in Washington. 

In a number of rounds of negotiations 
over the last 13 years the U.S. rulers have 
withheld their approval of China's applica
tion for membership in the WTO and it pre
decessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs· 
and Trade, seeking to squeeze more con
cessions from the Chinese government. 
Recent talks between the European Union 
and Beijing have had the same thrust. 

The agreement takes Beijing a step closer 
to membership of the WTO. Several major 
hurdles remain. Among the major imperi
alist powers, the governments of Japan and 
the United States have said they support 
Chinese entry, but those of the European 
Union and Canada have yet to do so. The 

agreement will also face a de facto review 
by the U.S. House of Representatives, when 
that body debates and votes on the "con
cession," according to the New York Times, 
of "granting permanent trading rights to 
China rather than reviewing those rights 
annually." This yearly review of the 
country's trading status has provided a stage 
for capitalist politicians to vent hostility to
wards Beijing and the Chinese revolution. 

Given these remaining obstacles to its 
membership in the WTO, China's represen
tatives at the trade body's ministerial meet
ing in Seattle from November 30 to Decem
ber 3 will probably be seated as observers. 

The capitalists in the United States have 
to date indicated broad-based support for 
the agreement. The rulers have long been 
concerned about the growing U.S. trade 
deficit with China. Many hope to cash in on 
economic growth in that country of more 
than a billion people. A smaller layer of capi
talists in sectors such as textile oppose the 
agreement, which will put more competi
tive pressure on their industries. 

Some among the U.S. rulers hope they 
can greatly extend the foothold of capitalist 
property relations in China. The changes 
"could be profound" editorialized the New 
York Times, if they strengthen the "market 
advocates" in the Chinese regime. 

Charlene Barshefsky, the chief U.S. rep
resentative at the Beijing talks, cautioned 
that "What you have accomplished is open
ing a market.... It could have a spillover ef
fect-but it may not." Those hoping tore
store capitalism in the Eastern European 
workers states through investment have been 
sorely disappointed over the last decade. 

Working people in China will bear the 
brunt of layoffs that will follow any major 
new influx of capital. A worker at the Beijing 

Light Truck Company told a reporter, "Our 
factory is already in bad shape. Most work
ers are on leave and are called back only 
when there is work to do. This will open 
China up to better and cheaper U.S. trucks. 
I don't believe we will survive." 

The Stalinist rulers in China fear the re
sistance that workers and peasants will 
mount to the mass layoffs that foreign in
vestors will demand in their quest for prof
its. While hailing the opportunities for the 
"financial giants" of the "West," a report in 
the International Herald Tribune lamented 
the fact that "good money has been thrown 
after bad out of fear that bankrupt state com
panies would breed social unrest." 

Washington is holding out less and less 
hope that peaceful "reforms" will accom
plish their goals of overturning the nation
alized economy of the workers state and 
reimposing imperialist rule. It is beefing up 
its military forces, including a new genera
tion of missiles designed to give the Penta
gon a first-strike nuclear capacity, to pre
pare for military confrontations with Beijing 
that it sees coming down the road. 

The leadership of the AFL-CIO national 
union federation pledged to campaign 
against the agreement. "It's an outrage that 
a country with China's record on labor rights 
is allowed into the WTO without any attempt 
to improve its record," said Mark Levinson 
of the Union ofNeedletrades, Industrial and 
Textile Employees. 

These officials echo the positions of right
ist figures like Buchanan and conservative . 
politicians like Republican presidential con
tender Malcolm Forbes, who also opposes 
China's entry into the WTO. Under cover 
of concern over human rights violations, 
they advocate more protections against for-. 
eign competition for U.S. capitalists. 
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'Health system 
in Cuba is based 
on solidarity' 
BY MARTIN BOYERS 

BOSTON - "The health-care system in 
Cuba is internationalist in its core concept. 
It is based on solidarity with our own people 
and with other communities in the world," 
said Dr. Alfredo Portero Urquizo, speaking 
at Roxbury Community College (RCC) here 
November 4. Portero is the director of the 
International Medical Cooperation Unit in 
the Ministry of Public Health in Cuba. 

In a two-week tour of the Boston area, Portero 
addressed more than 600 people on seven cam
puses and spoke before seven community orga
nizations and health agencies. 

In Boston he spoke at Harvard University, 
Tufts University, Boston University Medical 
Center, and the University of Massachusetts. 
He also spoke at Yale University in New Ha
ven, Connecticut, and Trinity College in Hart
ford. The tour was organized by the Student
FacultyCuban Medical Doctor Tour Commit
tee. 

At the RCC event, attended by 60 people, 
Portero was joined at the podium by Dr. 
Jorge Perez, the director of Cuba's Instituto 
Pedro Kouri. Perez presented a slide show 
that explained Cuba's program for the treat
ment of people withAIDS. 

Dr. Paul Farmer of the Harvard Medical 
School also spoke. Farmer is the director of 
Partners in Health, an agency based in Cam
bridge, Massachusetts, that organizes health
care projects in Haiti and Roxbury, a mostly 

Black community in Boston. Perez was in the 
United States through an invitation by Farmer. 

Portero described Cuba's medical care sys
tem and its international medical brigades. 
"Cuba maintains one medical care system," 
he said. It is accessible to all Cubans regard
less of sex, religion, or political belief and it 
is free of charge, "whether you need an aspirin 
or open heart surgery." 

Gains of Cuban revolution 
Cuba's prerevolutionary health system 

treated the wealthy and well-connected, while 
leaving the vast majority with little or no at
tention.After workers and farmers took power 
in Cuba in 1959, ousting the U.S.-backed dic
tatorship there and opening the first socialist 
revolution in theAmericas, half of the country's 
6,000 doctors left. 

New generations of youth, motivated by a 
social system that puts human needs ahead of 
private profits, responded to the need for re
placements. Today Cuba has 66,000 physicians 
and a total of350,000 health-care workers. 

Cuba's infant mortality rate, which was of
ficially 60 deaths per 1,000 live births in 
1959, stands at 7.1 per 1,000 today. That fig
ure is slightly higher than the national aver
age in the United States, but lower than in 
many large cities and rural areas here. 

Cuba has one family doctor per 180 people, 
and maintains a medical school in each prov
ince of the country. Diseases resulting from 
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Cuban doctor Alfredo Portero at Roxbury Community College in Boston November 4 

malnutrition, poor public sanitation, and un
healthy water sources, which are major causes 
of death in other underdeveloped countries, 
are unknown in Cuba. The leading causes of 
death in Cuba are cancer, heart attacks, and 
high blood pressure, Portero said. 

This has been accomplished despite the 
economic embargo maintained on the is
land by the United States for close to 40 
years. Portera estimated the trade ban, which 
denies Cuba medicines and equipment that 
contain any U.S.-manufactured or patented 
component, has cost more than $60 billion 
in medical costs alone. 

"No international medical collaboration 
[by Cuban doctors] took place before 1959," 
Portero noted. The revolutionary government's 
medical aid abroad began with an emergency 
response to a 1960 earthquake in Chile. The 
first regular internationalist assistance pro-

gram was established in Algeria in 1963. 
Since then, 3 9, 780 volunteers have worked 

in 80 different nations in the Caribbean, Latin 
America, Africa, andAsia. Today, 2,652 serve 
in 56 nations, Portero said. 

Internationalist medical aid 
He described the "Integral Medical Aid 

Plan," initiated by Cuba following Hurri
canes Mitch and Georges that devastated parts 
of the Caribbean and Central America last 
year. More than 30,000 people died in those 
hurricanes and their aftermath. Portera said, 
"The media talked a lot about the destruction 
of Mitch, but they are silent about the chronic 
hurricane of malnutrition and diseases that 
take as many lives every year." 

Miami press conference condemns 
U.S. effort to disrupt summit in Cuba 

To fight this "chronic hurricane," Cuban 
volunteer doctors are going to the most re
mote areas of the countries affected to pro
vide medical relief. At the same time young 
people from those countries are receiving 
training in Cuba to become doctors who can 
eventually replace the Cuban doctors. 

Currently there are 429 Cuban doctors in 
Haiti as part of this program, and the number 
will be increased to 800 by the end of this 
year. The host countries provide housing, food, 
and no more than $100 per month "pocket 
money" to the medical workers. 

BYROLLANDEG~ 
AND MICHAEL MARTINEZ 

MIAMI - "Once again the United States 
did the unspeakable against Cuba, in this 
case to prevent the Ninth [!hero-American] 
Summit.from taking place on the island," 
Andres Gomez said at a press conference 
here on November 11. "But once again it 
failed, in spite of extraordinary threats and 
pressures made by the U.S. government on 
the other governments participating in or
der to sabotage and obstruct the summit." 

Gomez is the head of the Antonio Maceo 
Brigade, a Cuban-American group that sup
ports the Cuban revolution. The press con-
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for shipping and handling. 

ference was sponsored by the Brigade, the Al
liance ofWorkers in the Cuban Community 
(ATC), Afro-Cuban Cultural Rescue, and the 
Miami Coalition to End the U.S. Embargo of 
Cuba. The lbero-American summit was held 
in Cuba November 15~ 17. 

Sixteen heads of state took part in the 
meeting. The presidents of five other coun
tries that have participated in the annual 
meetings did not attend. The heads of state 
of Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Costa Rica 
said they were boycotting the meeting be
cause of a "lack of democratic reform" in 
Cuba. 

The sponsors of the press conference 
stated these governments "are trapped in a 
dishonorable neocolonial relationship with the 
United States." 

They sent a letter to the ambassadors of 
the !hero-American governments attending 
the summit, which read, "Despite the dif
ferent ideologies between your government 
and the revolutionary government of Cuba, 
it is essential to show the world, and above 
all the government of the United States, the 
firm support of the !hero-American coun
tries to the principle of nonintervention in 
the internal affairs of other countries, espe
cially in the case of Cuba, which during the 
last 40 years has been the last bastion of 
social justice and sovereignty among our 
peoples." 

The first lbero-American summit, held in 
Mexico in 1990, was the first time top offi
cials from Latin America, Spain, and Portu
gal met together to discuss cultural, politi
cal, and economic issues without the direct 
involvement of Washington, which domi
nates other international forums in the 
Americas. 

The declaration issued by the organizers 
of the press conference noted that from the 
beginning, "enemies of Cuba revolution, 
especially the United States, have sought to 
exclude Cuba" from the !hero-American 
summit meetings. For nearly 40 years, since 
workers and farmers in Cuba took power, 
the U.S. rulers have sought to isolate the 
revolutionary government in Cuba politi
cally, diplomatically, and economically by 
every means possible. 

This year's conference, the first of the 
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summits to be held in Havana, has been ac
companied by a flurry of attacks and slanders 
against Cuba in the big-business press, includ
ing prominent coverage of meetings by some 
of the summit participants with opponents of 
the government in Cuba. 

In responding to the boycott by the Costa 
Rican, Salvadoran, and Nicaraguan govern
ments, Gomez mentioned the November 9 
vote ofthe United Nations General Assem
bly on the U.S. embargo of Cuba. Govern
ments of 155 countries voted for a Cuban
sponsored resolution calling for an end to 
the embargo. Only two, those of the United 
States and Israel, voted against the resolu
tion. 

Gomez also pointed to the trial that was 
about to open in San Juan, Puerto Rico, of 
seven men accused of attempting to assas
sinate Cuban president Fidel Castro at the 
seventh lbero-American summit on the is
land of Margarita, Venezuela. 

Four of the Cuban-American rightists at
tempted to sneak onto the island using the 
boat of a fifth defendant, who is a leader of the 
Cuban American National Foundation. They 
were armed with 50-caliber sniper rifles. One 
reportedly confessed that he planned to shoot 
at Castro's plane as it landed. 

"We demand that they receive the maxi
mum sentence established by law," said 
Gomez. 

The presidents of Argentina and Chile 
also did not attend the Havana summit, say
ing they were protesting a Spanish court's 
attempt to try former Chilean dictator 
Augusto Pinochet and several former mem
bers of the military juntas that ruledArgen
tinain 1976-83. 

At the press conference here, Gomez ob
jected to this violation of Chile's national 
sovereignty by Madrid. "We all know that 
Pinochet is a murderer but he has to be 
judged in Chile and not in Spain," explained 
Gomez. "Why haven't they brought the 
Francoists to justice, who killed thousands" 
during the 40-year rule of Francisco Franco 
in Spain. 

Rollande Girard is a member of the Interna
tional Association of Machinists in Miami. 
Michael Martinez is a high school student. 

Portera noted that Cuba has few material 
resources to use on these projects. The Cu
ban government has challenged govern
ments with far more resources to provide 
medicine and equipment to supplement 
Cuba's contribution of volunteer medical 
workers. 

He described how the Nicaraguan gov
ernment at first rejected Cuba's offer of aid 
following the hurricanes, claiming that poor 
Cuban doctors just wanted to eat 
Nicaragua's food. A flood of protests by 
needy Nicaraguans forced Managua to re
verse its stand. "And this time, we sent food 
as well as doctors," Portero pointed out. 

To train doctors from other LatinAmerica 
countries and the Caribbean, Cuba has estab
lished the LatinAmerican School ofMedical 
Science in Havana. Currently it has nearly 
2,000 students. Portero stressed that these stu
dents are selected by their own governments. 
The education is completely free, including 
room and board. The only cost to the student is 
travel to and from Cuba. 

Cuba has expanded the Integral Medical 
Aid Plan to parts of Africa and recently opened 
the first medical school in the history of the 
African nation of Gambia, Portero reported. 

During Portero's visit, the Haitian Consu
late in Boston held a reception and press con
ference for the Cuban doctor. ConsulAndrine 
Constant thanked Portero for the medical aid 
Cuba is giving Haiti. 

A highlight of the tour was a meeting of20 
people at the public library in Lawrence, Mas
sachusetts. This meeting, conducted in Span
ish, was organized, chaired, and publicized by 
textile workers at Malden Mills. 

Alberto Guerrero Lara, a member ofUnion 
ofN eedletrades, Industrial and Textile Em
ployees Local 311, explained after the pro
gram why he helped organize the meeting. "It 
is a show of solidarity with the Cuban people 
and it clarifies many lies about the revolu
tion," said Guerrero. "I believe this type of 
activity should happen more often." 

Martin Boyers is a member of the United Auto 
Workers. Sarah Ullman, a member of the 
United Transportation Union, contributed to. 
this article. 



Overnite strikers advance fight for union 
Continued from front page 
tionwide. 

In many places the picket lines are regu
larly staffed not only by striking Ovemite 
workers, but other Teamsters and union mem
bers who are committed to helping them win 
a union. 

Strikers face court injunctions 
Ovemite bosses have resisted the union 

drive every step of the way. They are receiv
ing help from the cops and courts. Judges have 
granted Ovemite's requests for injunctions 
against the strikers at 11 sites as ofNovember 
16, and violence-baiting against the strikers 
by the company and big-business press has 
increased. 

In the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, Anoka 
County judge James Gibbs issued an injunc
tion against the Teamsters strikers November 
12. The order prohibits strikers from having 
more than two pickets at the gate of the 
Overnite terminal or speaking to the replace
ment workers. The injunction even prohibits 
the two pickets from being closer than 15 feet 
to each other. 

The judge also ordered strikers not to fol
low Overnite trucks. Picketing the scab trucks 
as they make their deliveries has been a key 
means of increasing the visibility of the 
strike, especially in face of a near-total news 
blackout. 

The morale of the Minnesota strikers is 
high, however, and they are confident they can 
find ways to affect the company. Strikers and 
their supporters continue to gather on the 
shoulder of the road near the terminal. 

Here in Georgia, a Fulton County judge 
came to the company's aid in the second week 
of the strike, with a 30-day restraining order 
that prohibits pickets from getting within 50 
feet of Ovemite trucks, among other restric
tions. But strikers are meeting the challenge. 

Freddie Cowden, with 16 years at Overnite, 
and David Gilliland with 9 years, are among 
the 5 to 10 strikers who go out every day in 
Atlanta to picket the scab trucks as they 
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Overnite striker pickets scab-driven truck in Minnesota November 8. New injunction 
imposed on Teamsters there bars drivers from following and picketing the trucks. 

make their deliveries around town. Cowden 
noted that there's been no let up in this "am
bulatory picketing" and that "some of the 
customers run the trucks right out of there" 
once they see the pickets outside their busi
ness. 

He added that one reason for the nervous
ness of these business owners is that union 
drivers, like one from UPS that day, "refuse to 
cross the picket line," bypassing the business 
until some time later. 

Gilliland noted that Ovemite has called 
in the Atlanta city and the Dekalb county 
police, the Department of Transportation 
tried to claim the picket shack was block
ing the sidewalk, and the Fire Department 
was called in to shut down the strikers' fire 
barrel. But the firefighter said, "I'm in a 

union, too, so I'm leaving the barrel alone," 
he related. 

The Teamsters campaign at Ovemite has 
lifted the lid on some of the company's anti
union tactics of intimidating and firing union 
supporters. On November 10 the National La
bor Relations Board (NLRB) affirmed an ad
ministrative law judge's decision to award 
union bargaining rights at terminals in Nor
folk, VIrginia; Bridgeton, Missouri; Louisville, 
Kentucky; and NorthAtlanta, Georgia. 

The union had lost representation elections 
at these locations after a majority of workers 
signed cards asking to join the union. The 
NLRB ruled that company officials had car
ried out such a level of intimidation that the 
election results should be reversed in favor of 
the union. 

Also in the past week the Teamsters 
strike fund has received a $100,000 con
tribution from theAFL-CIO, and Teamster 
president James Hoffa announced that 
strikers will receive $100 per week in strike 
benefits from the union. 

The Teamster· battle against Ovemite 
comes at a time of increased determination 
among workers to fight for dignity and better 
working conditions. A historic victory was won 
inJune 1999, when5,000textileworkersvoted 
in the Union ofNeedletrades, Industrial and 
Textile Employees (UNITE) at Fieldcrest 
Cannon (now Pillowtex) in Kannapolis, North 
Carolina. Last week the final question mark 
on the election, the result of a 25-year fight, 
was pushed aside when the company an
nounced it was withdrawing its challenge to 
the union victory. 

Striking Teamster Dexter Molden, 31, has 
now been part of two union organizing drives, 
and for a while both at the same time. He was 
working his full-time job at Wilen Manufac
turing inAtlanta five years ago when he started 
part-time at Ovemite on the dock. 

Workers at Wilen, a mop manufacturer, de
feated a vicious antiunion employer and 
voted to join UNITE in 1994, winning a 
contract the following year. "All companies 
do their dirt, and both Wilen and Ovemite 
are dirty," Molden said. While money was 
an important issue at Wilen, at both compa
nies "my main thing was getting a contract," 
he added. 

"Favoritism, goes on all the time. Certain 
people get the new, air-conditioned trucks with 
the power steering that's needed for city driv
ing; others get dumped with the bad trucks, 
sometimes with bad brakes," Molden noted. 
"Racism plays into it, too, when it comes to 
getting good runs or bad runs. And I've learned 
the union can't make the company do any
thing unless you're willing to strike." 

Mike Italie is a member ofUNITE. Dick Geyer 
in Birmingham, Alabama, and Tom Fiske in 
Minneapolis contributed to this article. 
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Woodworkers rally 
strike support, face 
lockout in Ontario 
BY SYLVIE CHARBIN 

DURHAM, Ontario - About 150 union
ists and supporters attended a November 4 
rally to show their solidarity with 380 mem
bers oflndustrial Wood and Allied Workers 
(IWA) Local 500, who have been on strike 
against Interforest for five months. 

The rally, organized by the Grey-Bruce 
Labor Council, was held across the street 
from the plant. In addition to strikers, par
ticipants included members of the Canadian 
Auto Workers (CAW), Service Employees In
ternational Union, United Steelworkers of 
America, Power Workers Union, and several 
other unions. 

A theme of the rally was opposition to 
sweeping antiunion amendments to the Ontario 
Labor RelationsAct adopted by the Conserva
tive provincial government ofPremier Michael 
Harris. The labor code now allows companies to 
use scabs, and the IWA strike against Interforest 
has become a test case. 

Over the course of the strike, Interforest 
has bussed in scabs, and obtained several 
injunctions limiting picketing and obstruc
tion of vehicles at plant gates, in front of 
management homes, and at parking lots 
where specially marked company buses pick 
up scabs. 

A number of the scabs hired have been 
forced to cross the line under the Ontario 
government's new "workfare" program, 
under which workers on welfare who refuse 
to be retrained or to take any work offered to 
them risk losing their income. 

Challenge to antiunion laws 
Throughout the strike, workers at this 

specialty wood veneer plant - part of an 
international chain- have fought back. For 
the first four months of the strike, less than 
a half dozen union members crossed the 
picket line. 

At a union meeting called that weekend, 
the names of the fired workers were read out 
loud. Despite the pressure bearing down on 
the strike, union members vowed to continue 
the strike until everyone was rehired. "It was 
the best meeting we've had since we went on 
strike. The only thing to do is to keep on fight
ing," said Jane Osborne, one of the fired work
ers. 

In the following two days, 20 members 
of the Power Workers union and 80 mem
bers of the Canadian Auto Workers attend
ing the CAW training school in nearby Port 
Elgin brought their support to the picket line. 

On October 28 two busloads oflnterforest 
strikers, including most of the fired workers, 
traveled 150 miles from the picket line to 
Toronto. They marched in front of Queen's 
Park, the Ontario legislature, carrying signs 
saying, "Workfare = Scabfare" and "Revoke 
the Scab Labor Laws." 

Beth Pietz, one of the fired workers, and 
self-described "rookie" hired last January, 
told the Militant, "I'm a single mother with 
two kids to support. I've never worked in a 
place and been treated so badly. I've never 
worked in a union place before. I've learned 
a lot about what unions are. I support the 
union." Another fired worker, Chrystelle 
Ayerhart said, "Being fired is a badge ofhonor. 
You get admired for that." 

Union officials back down 
A few hours after the strikers returned in 

high spirits from the rally in Toronto they 
attended a union meeting previously called 
for that evening. 

Top IWA officials there cast a serious 
doubt on the meaning of the October 18 
contract rejection by claiming that the 
memorandum of settlement would have been 
accepted by the union membership had it 
not been for the scab vote. 

"I disagreed," said striker Ryan McCubbin. 
"Most of the people I talked to said there was 
no way they could accept that offer, but with 
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Woodworkers and supporters rally outside provincial legislature in Toronto to protest 
use of antiunion laws against their strike. When they voted to go back to work a few 
days later, the company responded with a lockout. They're now back on the picket line. 

the scabs' votes mixed in with ours, there was 
no way to tell for sure where union members 
stood. And this caused a lot of confusion." 

The IWA officials then called for another 
vote, in order to avert what they claimed 
would be a massive and uncontrolled cross
ing of picket lines.At that point, only about 20 
union members had crossed the line. They also 
cited another clause in the labor code that 
opens the door for employers to refuse to take 
back workers when the duration of a strike 
exceeds six months. 

They said that the fight to get the fired 
workers reinstated would have to go through 
arbitration, and accepting the last offer and 
going back to work now was the only way 
to save their jobs and the union. 

On October 31, faced with the unwilling
ness of the union officialdom to continue to 
lead the fight, workers voted 250-32 to end 
the strike and return to work. Votes of32 of the 
fired workers were kept in a separate enve-

lope and not counted. 
The next morning when about 300 work

ers gathered at the picket trailer across from 
the plant to prepare to return to work as a 
group, they were informed by the company 
that since the offer had been withdrawn, it 
did not recognize the latest contract vote. 
In addition, the company has filed charges 
against the union for "bargaining in bad 
faith."Workers' reaction to this lockout was 
to immediately get the picket lines back 
up. 

Both the union and company are now 
awaiting a Labor Board ruling on the valid
ity of the latest union vote and the company 
lockout, as well as the legality of the firings. 

Sylvie Charbin is member of International 
Association of Machinists Local Lodge 
2113. Ryan McCubbin and Chrystelle 
Ayerhart,fired IWA Local500 strikers, con
tributed to this article. 

On October 18 the union was forced to vote 
on a memorandum of settlement, essentially 
the same offer that they had rejected prior to 
the strike. The company took advantage of the 
new legislation, which gives scabs - now 
defined as part of a "bargaining unit" - the 
right to vote on contract offers, whether or not 
they are union members. At the time of the 
Labor Board-supervised vote, the company had 
registered 172 scabs. 

Despite this attack on union rights, the 
memorandum was rejected by a vote of263-
218. The next day, the company fired 3 5 strik
ers, including the local's union negotiating 
committee. Some termination notices were 
delivered to strikers' homes by company se
curity guards equipped with video cameras. 
The fired workers' pink slips indicated "on 
strike" as a reason for termination. 

Imprisoned immigrants seek asylum, 
begin hunger strike in New Zealand 

Company officials later stated that these 
workers had "acted against the law" and that 
it would not take them back. Interforest then 
imposed an October 26 deadline, after which 
it said it would withdraw its latest offer. The 
bosses proceeded to carry out an aggressive 
telephone campaign aimed at getting workers 
to cross the picket line. 

BY FELICITY COGGAN 
AUCKLAND, New Zealand- Eighteen 

asylum seekers began a hunger strike in Mt. 
Eden prison here October 28 to protest their 
imprisonment by the New Zealand Immi
gration Service. They are being held under 
a new law that allows asylum seekers to be 
imprisoned while their cases are being in
vestigated. 

The law was rushed through parliament 
in June amid hysterical media reports that a 
boatload of"illegal" immigrants from China 
was heading for New Zealand. Immigration 
Minister Tuariki De lam ere said at the time 
that the urgent legislation was worthwhile 

Birmingham teachers force board 
to halt superintendent's pay hike 
BYVEDDOOKHUN 

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama- Angered 
by the local school board's recent decision 
to give School Superintendent Johnny 
Brown a $30,000 pay raise, teachers, custo
dians, school bus drivers, and lunchroom 
workers began a sick-out Friday, November 
12. More than a quarter of the teachers 
stayed home that day. They turned the job 
action into a strike the following Monday, 
with 1,264 of the system's 2,100 teachers 
staying out along with 400 of the 2,000 
school staff workers, effectively bringing 
the schools to a standstill. More than 30,000 
students out of 38,000 stayed home. 

While the school board agreed to sub
stantial increases for Brown and other se
nior administrators, teachers and other 
school workers got raises of 1-1.5 percent. 

The first pickets went up Tuesday mom-

ing, November 16. That afternoon the 
school board backed down and rescinded 
the superintendent's raise. The teachers then 
ended their strike. 

The work stoppage, led by the Alabama 
EducationAssociation, gained support from 
many of the parents, as was demonstrated at 
a public meeting called by Citizens for Bet
ter Schools held during the strike. The rally 
of 150 people demanded that Brown give 
up his pay increase and focus on improving 
the education system, including reducing 
class sizes and paying livable wages to 
school workers. 

Cynthia Taylor, the mother of a student 
at Norwood elementary school, said, "You 
can't just let people push you around and 
ignore you over and over again. We have to 
stand up, or else we'll continue to be bul
lied over and over, and being mistreated." 
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because if the "boat people" had come to New 
Zealand under the old legislation and claimed 
refugee status, "it could have taken years to 
get rid ofthem." Although the boat never ar
rived, the legislation was implemented, along 
with other measures to tighten "security" in 
the lead-up to the Asia Pacific Economic Co
operation (APEC) forum held in Auckland 
September 10--13. 

Regular demonstrations, the largest num
bering 70 people, have been held outside the 
prison by supporters of the hunger strikers. 
Forty people also picketed outside the of
fice of the Immigration Service in downtown 
Auckland November 12. 

Two of the asylum seekers, both Sikhs 
from India, have now been deported. Of the 
16 remaining, 12 are Sikh, three are from 
Pakistan, and one is from Iran. A woman 
from Ghana, not on hunger strike, is also 
being detained under the same law. 

A South Auckland Sikh leader, Manpreet 
Singh, told the New Zealand Herald that the 
Sikh men all came from the Punjab, where 
Sikhs are campaigning to establish their own 
homeland. Several had escaped from torture 
in Indian police cells. 

Manpreet Singh, who has himself been 
jailed and tortured by Indian authorities, has 
avoided deportation from New Zealand for 
eight years after attaining refugee status, but 
has been denied permanent residency by the 
government because of unsubstantiated claims 
by the Security Intelligence Service that he is 
linked to "terrorism." 

In another attack on immigrant rights, the 
government announced November 9 that 
starting in July next year anyone wanting to 
enter New Zealand for more than two years 
will have to pass an HIV-AIDS test. Aggres
sively dismissing criticism of the move, Im
migration Minister Delamere told the Octo
ber 20 New Zealand Herald, "If that's a 

breach of our Bill of Rights we might as well 
can Immigration and let every bugger in 
here. Immigration is about discrimination." 

Terry Coggan, the Communist League 
candidate for Auckland Central in parlia
mentary elections November 27, issued a 
press statement November 11. Coggan, who 
has attended several of the protest pickets, 
called for the immediate release of the 16 
asylum seekers on hunger strike. 

"Seeking asylum is not a crime - it is a 
right that should be available to all who seek 
it, free of all restrictions," he said. "The de
tention of these refugees dates back to be
fore the APEC conference in September. It 
is part of a number of measures targeting 
the democratic rights of all working people 
that were introduced under cover of that 
event, from increased powers for immigra
tion authorities and the police, to harassment 
of political activists and restrictions on the 
right to political protest." 

"I also oppose the mandatory AIDS test
ing of all immigrants, including those seek
ing asylum, announced this week," Coggan 
continued. "Such a measure has nothing to 
do-with improving public health, as anum
ber of health specialists have explained. It 
has everything to do with discriminating 
against immigrant workers and blaming 
them for the social ills produced by capital
ism, thereby dividing and weakening work
ing people as a whole." 

At the time of writing, the hunger strik
ers had been without food for 17 days. Ac
cording to the group Justice for Asylum 
Seekers, the men have reported increasing 
weakness and dizziness, with one coughing 
up blood and three others reporting blood 
in their urine. 

Felicity Coggan is a member of the National 
Distribution Union. · 



California strikers march for union rights 
BY JASON ALESSIO 
AND ELLEN BERMAN 

KING CITY, California- "If we don't 
win, other companies are going to try to do 
the same thing," said striker Guillermo 
Hernandez. "The wineries are just waiting 
to see the results of this strike. The workers 
in the community really have been support
ing us. The cabbage and lettuce workers have 
been sending food supplies. We are more 
together than ever before. We know who our 
brothers and sisters are and who they are 
not. We are learning that without a union 
we are nothing inside this place." 

The sentiment expressed by Hernandez, 
a Teamsters member, was shared by more 
than 1,000 strikers and their supporters who 
marched through the streets here to the main 
gate of the Basic Vegetable plant November 
14, waving flags, carrying banners, and 
chanting all the way. 

Some 750 members of Teamsters Local 
890 have been on strike at Basic Vegetable 
since July 7. 

Striker Humberto Capiz described some of 
the basic issues of the strike to the Militant. 
"The main issue in the strike is the preserva
tion of the union. The last offer ofBasic Veg
etable included a wage freeze, contracting out 
of work, cutting insurance and the pension plan, 
and starting new workers at a much lower 
wage than we get paid now. What they really 
want to do is replace us permanently with the 
scabs." 

According to the Californian, nearly one 
in 10 of the 11,000 residents of King City 
work at Basic Vegetable. It is the state's larg
est producer of dehydrated onions and gar
lic and one of Monterey Country's larger 
agricultural employers. 

The march and rally on November 14 was 
called to show that the strikers are still solid 
and continue to win solidarity for their strike, 
in spite of an ongoing campaign of violence
baiting conducted by the company and echoed 
in the local media. Less than 5 percent of the 
Basic workers have crossed the line. 

The company has accused the strikers of 
more than 168 acts of violence and has of
fered a reward for information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of strikers for engag
ing in or directing the alleged violence. 

The strikers describe incidents of violence 
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directed against them by strikebreakers, how
ever, as well as harassment by the cops. In 
August a group of strikers who were handing 
out leaflets against the strike were beaten up 
by strikebreakers in the town of Avenal. 

William Padgett told the Militant that many 
of the 350 replacement workers now working 
inside the plant are being bused in from out
side King City. "I was a scab at the beginning 
of the strike," he said. "I worked in there for 
three days before I came out and joined the 
strike. I'm 18 years old, I needed work. I had 
applied earlier, and when they called me in on 
the first day ofthe strike I went to work. They 
worked us 12 hours a day at $8.00 per hour, 
with three people where I was trying to do 
what 12 had done before. It was unsafe and we 
didn't get any medical benefits. I try to get 
others I know in there to join the strike as 
well." 

Workers came to support the strikers from 
different unions around the state. According 

to Jesus Cervantes of the Hotel Employees 
and Restaurant Employees (HERE) Local814, 
about 150 HERE members came to the rally 
on buses from San Francisco, Oakland, and 
Los Angeles. 

Amy Collier, who joined her first union, 
the United Transportation Union, about a 
year ago, was attending her first labor rally 
ever. "We had a blast," she said as the march 
and rally drew to a close. "I came to show 
my support with other union members be
cause what's happening is wrong .... Now I 
want to talk to my union brothers and sis
ters about doing a food drive or raising 
money to get my union involved." 

Locked-out Kaiser Aluminum workers 
were very visible at the rally, with a large 
banner of their own. Kaiser worker Rick 
Valente spoke at the rally, saying, "Steelwork-
ers are with Local 890 all the way." . 

Other tinions represented included 'the 
United Farm Workers (UFW), Service Em-

'Everybody in my department signed 
up for the union' at Avondale shipyard 
BY TONY DUTROW 

BRIDGE CITY, Louisiana -It's after
noon shift change at the Avondale shipyard 
and hundreds of workers with staggered 
clock -out times are streaming down the steep 
river levee that partially hides the huge ships 
and cranes along the Mississippi River. 

One worker after another, on foot or bi
cycle, heads for the gate and to their cars, 
shuttle vans, or buses. Many are wearing 
bright green union hats; most say they have 
signed union authorization papers in the last 
week or so. 

On November 2 the newly merged com
pany, now named Litton Avondale Indus
tries, announced it had come to an agree
ment on neutrality towards the union-orga
nizing campaign by the Metal Trades Coun
cil ofNew Orleans. The agreement gave the 
union the right to sign up workers. If a ma
jority of the 4,000 eligible workers join, the 
company is supposed to immediately rec
ognize the union and begin contract bargain
ing. The New Orleans Times-Picayune re
ported November 13 that the Metal Trades 
Council (AFL-CIO) submitted well over the 
majority required for certification. 

Litton Avondale Industries is the state's 
biggest employer and the largest nonunion 
shipyard in the country. Workers there are 
at rock bottom in pay scales compared to 
other shipbuilders. 

"Everybody in my department signed up," 
said Marie Davis, 36, who cleans the ships 
under construction. She has worked in the yard 
for 14 months and said she makes $6.52 an 
hour in her labor grade. 

Elated by the prospect of getting the union 
into the shipyard, Davis said her main con
cern is safety, although she could certainly 
use a raise. 

"They've been sending us down places 
[inside the ship's hull] so unsafe that you 

fear for your life. Then they get mad when 
you complain about safety, like untied scaf
fold boards," she said. "My safety is more 
important than money," Davis insisted. 

Thirty-four workers have been killed at 
Avondale since 1974 according to theAFL
CIO. Conditions such as these have led to 
many attempts to organize a union over the 
last 50 years. 

Reginald Jones, a 62-year-old fitter and 
tester, has worked at the shipyard on and off 
for decades. But the company has told him 
that for retirement purposes they will only 
honor the last 12 years, so he'll retire with a 
pension ofless than $400 a month. 

Jones, who is proud of his Creole back
ground, has been a supporter of the union 
for a long time. "I think this decision looks 
great for the younger workers out here," he 
told the Militant. 

Meanwhile, workers got the news No
vember 12 that the National Labor Relations 
Board ordered Avondale Industries to rein
state more than two dozen workers fired for 
union activity related to the 1993 union elec
tion. At that time a majority of workers voted 
to be represented by the Metal Trades Coun
cil of New Orleans. 

Avondale Industries steadfastly refused to 
recognize the union and launched a vicious 
campaign against the workers. Last summer, 
a federal appeals court sided with the 
Avondale bosses and threw out the 1993 
election. In light of the recent agreement 
between the union and the new management, 
that may be a pyrrhic victory. 

"I didn't even know the names of every 
one of them, but lots of workers were fired 
or forced to quit," Jones said. "I guess I just 
got lucky," he added, smiling and pointing 
to his well-worn hard hat covered with fad
ing "Union Yes" and "Justice for Avondale" 
stickers. 

This important stage in the fight of these 
shipyard workers takes place in the context of 
a big shift in the mood of working people. 
Avondale workers got a boost from two 
major defeats handed to other shipyard own
ers this summer. 

In June 6,800 workers at the Litton-owned 
Ingalls Shipyard in Pascagoula, Mississippi, 
won substantial pay increases, safety improve
ments, and other rights on the job. They did 
this by successfully uniting the 11 unions that 
made up the Metal Trades Council that repre
sented the workers in the negotiations. 

This was followed by the conclusion of the 
three-month battle at Newport News Ship
building in VIrginia. The 9,000 shipyard work
ers there organized by United Steelworkers of 
America Local 8888 also won substantial 
gains and strengthened their union through the 
fight. 

As is the case at Avondale, workers who 
are Black make up a big percentage of the 
work force at Ingalls and Newport News. 
From these ranks came new leaders, many 
with experience in the struggle for Black 
rights that enhanced the combativity and 
discipline of the strikes. 

It is this mood and combativity that has 
emerged from the long battle for union rec
ognition at Avondale that stares in the face 
of the new owners of Avondale. 

Albert Bossier, Jr., the former company 
head of Avondale, had boasted to the work
ers that he would fight from his grave to keep 
the union out of the shipyard. 

In 1998 a judge issued a cease-and-desist 
order against the company that included the 
unusual provision that Bossier either read it 
himself to an assembly of the shipyard work
ers or sit by as an NLRB agent read it aloud. 
The company appealed the order. The NLRB 
upheld the ruling days after Bossier retired 
November!. 

ployees International Union, California Nurses 
Association, International Association of 
Machinists (lAM), and many other Teamsters 
locals from around the state. 

Members of the United Farm Workers 
Student Committee and other students from 
the University of California-Santa Cruz also 
went down to King City to show support 
for the strikers. They spoke with strikers and 
invited them to speak on their campus the 
following week. 

Farm worker Lupe Vasquez, commented, 
"The most important thing is that we all flow 
together in one canal. If we are united no one 
can overcome us." 

Luz Hernandez has worked at Basic Veg
etable for 20 years, and before that she was 
a member of the UFW from 1970 to 1973 at 
Interharvest. "Ninety percent of the work
ers at Basic Vegetable worked as farm work
ers before they got hired at the plant," she 
said. "And many of us went through the ex
perience of the big battles waged by the 
UFW and Cesar Chavez in the Salinas Val
ley in the 1970s. We see this as a continua
tion of that fight. 

"The mentality of the owners at Basic 
Vegetable is very much like the mentality 
of the growers back in those days," 
Hernandez continued. "Back then children 
worked in the fields. I worked in the fields 
as a child. We didn't go to school-we 
worked. They can't do that anymore because 
there are unions now. Now one-third of the 
workers at Basic Vegetable have kids in col
lege. This is what having a union means to 
us, because if they can break the union they 
can take us back to what it was like before." 

The experience of the strike has had a pro
found affect on many of its participants. 
Adriana Granados, whose husband has been 
an electrician at Basic for 16 years, expressed 
it this way, "Lots of people who were shy and 
quiet are speaking up [during the strike]. Lots 
ofleaders are coming out of this for the com
munity. This is the first strike for all of us and 
it is a learning experience. We were in a pro
tective bubble, but this was burst. Now we're 
considering other issues in the world. That's a 
good thing." 

Ellen Berman is a member of JAM Local 
!781. 
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Ultrarightist Buchanan courts labor officials 
Continued from front page 
American families, and for the benefit of trans
national corporations," he said in a November 
15 campaign statement, referring to the U.S.
China agreement. "By bringing China into the 
WTO,America will surrender all the economic 
leverage we have over the Communist Chi
nese regime to a collection of global bureau
crats." 

Earlier, at a November 4 meeting of his 
supporters at Philadelphia's City Tavern, the 
rightist politician announced he would take 
part in the anti-WTO protests in Seattle and 
urged his backers to do likewise. 

Praises Hoffa's protectionist campaign 
Replying to a question from a supporter who 

identified himself as a member of the Team
sters, Buchanan endorsed the class-collabora
tionist campaign by the Teamsters official
dom to maintain restrictions on trucking from 
Mexico. The union bureaucrats are opposed to 
a provision of the NorthAmerican Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) that will allow truckers 
from Mexico to drive into the United States 
beginning January 1. 

Buchanan repeated the union officials' pro
tectionist arguments. He evoked the specter 
of unsafe Mexican drivers and added, "Under 
NAFTA they can all come in and take the jobs 
of American truckers. And anAmerican truck 
driver can't work at a buck an hour the way 
they have to work in Mexico." 

Praising Teamsters president James Hoffa, 
the ultrarightist told his assembled Buchanan 
Brigades, "Jim Hoffa is a good man and he's a 
friend of mine. And I am going to Seattle .... I 
know he's going to go out there. We're all go
ing to get our Teamsters jackets on and speak 
to some troops." 

Supporters of Buchanan, who along with 
other presidential candidates had met with 
the Teamsters General Executive Board in 
July, have fed speculation that he is consider
ing Hoffa as a running mate. 

In late September Hoffa issued a statement 
that he was "not interested at this time" in 
such an offer. Hoffa however, played right into 
the hands of the fascist-minded demagogue. 
"Mr. Buchanan is a strong advocate of tough 
trade policies that would protect American 
workers and the middle class. The Teamsters 
union supports those basic policies, and as 
Teamsters General President I will continue 
to work with him and anyone else interested 
in stopping the flow of good jobs to cheap la
bor havens abroad," he said. 

Fulani named campaign co-chair 
Buchanan, who formally broke with the 

Republican Party in late October, is running 
to become the Reform Party's presidential 
candidate. Unlike all the other capitalist poli
ticians in the presidential race, he is not sim
ply out for votes. Since at least the 1992 elec
tions, Buchanan has been on a longer-term 
course of recruiting cadres to his incipient fas
cist movement- a popular, street-fighting 
movement that will act as a tool for big busi
ness in a time of social crisis. 

Feeding on the growing insecurity about the 
future among millions in the United States, 
he seeks to scapegoat sections of the working 
class for the social problems caused by the 
capitalist system itself- from immigrants 
to Jews to workers relying on welfare. 

Buchanan rails against the traditional capi
talist parties and "Beltway elites" and poses 
as a champion of the "American worker." His 
rhetoric has become increasingly anticapital
ist, anti-imperialist, and national socialist. 

It was not surprising, then, when on No
vember 11 the ultrarightist introduced his lat
est supporter, Lenora Fulani - "a socialist, 
an African-American woman," as he point
edly identified her later in a television talk 
show. He announced that Fulani will be one of 
his campaign co-chairs along with his sister 
Angela Buchanan and Reform Party figure Pat 
Choate. 

"This moment opens a new page in this 
campaign and it sends a new message. And it 
is that this coalition is open to all," Buchanan 
said in welcoming Fulani' s endorsement. "This 
campaign is going to be a voice for the voice
less, and its objective is to give power to the 
powerless inAmerica." 

Fulani declared in kind, "Pat Buchanan and 
the Reform Party offer the black community 
the opportunity to join in new alliances - in 
particular, in an alliance with white blue-col
lar Americans .... Pat Buchanan is not a racist 
or a fascist or a bigot. He is not a hater. He has 
a great passion for America and a great dis
gust for the institutions that oppress ordinary 
Americans." 

She concluded, "We're going to integrate 
that peasant army ofhis. We're going to bring 
black folks and Latino folks and gay folks and 
liberal folks into that army." 

··"Welcome aboard. Your pitchfork has been 
assigned," responded Buchanan. 

Fulani is a former leader ofthe New Alli
ance Party, a middle-class group that over the 
years developed fascist-like politics. The or
ganization, which initially used Marxist rheto
ric, turned increasingly to the right over the 

years. It distinguished itselfby legal moves to 
throw communists and other third-party can
didates off the ballot. The grouping, which in 
1973~ 7 4 briefly joined Lyndon LaRouche's 
fascist outfit, relies on conspiracy theories, 
anti-Semitism, and cop-baiting. In the early 
1990s Fulani and other New Alliance cadres 
joined supporters of Ross Perot to form the 
Patriot Party. Today they function inside the 
Reform Party, founded by Perot. 

Ftightistconvergence 
At their November 11 joint press confer

ence, Buchanan and Fulani stated that they 
were subordinating their differences on issues 
such as abortion and gay rights in the name of 
breaking "the two-party monopoly on power 
in America," as Buchanan put it. 

"Lenora," Buchanan said November 14 on 
Fox News Sunday, "is dead right that young, 
blackAmericans should be taught self-esteem, 
not that they're victims." 

He added, "African Americans are the 
ones who are going to die in these imperial 
wars, as well as working-class white kids, 
and we both agree they ought not to go to 
these imperial wars." 

The Reform Party presidential contender 
announced that in addition to Seattle "I will 
also go to Harlem" accompanied by Fulani. 

Explaining his new alliances, Buchanan 
said that Vermont Congressman "Bernie Sand
ers is a Socialist, just like Lenora is. And 
Bernie and I worked together in harness, as 

did [Minnesota senator] Paul Wellstone, to 
stop that miserable NAFTA deal, which was 
going to sell out the industrial independence 
of the country and the sovereignty, as well as 
the jobs of American workers." 

Appearing together on Fox News Sunday, 
Buchanan let Fulani make the anti-Semitic 
statements while he posed as an opponent of 
bigotry. Asked about well-known remarks by 
Fulani mentor Fred Newman that "Jews are 
the storm troopers of decadent capitalism," 
Fulani fmished the quote," ... and participated 
in oppressing groupings of people of color." 
She then declared, "What is anti-Semitic 
about that?" 

Buchanan voiced disagreement. "I do not 
believe it's fair to say that JewishAmericans 
have oppressed people," he said. "There are 
bad people of all groups. And there are good 
people of all groups." 

In a related development, the fascist
minded politician joined the debate over an 
exhibit at the Brooklyn Museum of Art. Tak
ing advantage of the campaign by liberal New 
York mayor Rudolph Giuliani to censor the art 
showing and cut off public funding to the mu
seum, Buchanan denounced it as the work of 
"decadent British artists" and argued that the 
mayor's response was not enough. 

He explained what he would do if in the 
White House: "When we get control ofthat 
National Endowment for the Arts, you'll see 
how it ought to be done. You shut it down, 
fumigate the building, and put the IRS in there." 

Oppose 'Free Tibet' campaign 
Continued from Page 14 
policy of the U.S. rulers, which held off giving 
Beijing's application initial approval until it 
had extracted the maximum concessions it 
thought possible. 

Now conservative and rightist forces are 
sharpening their tone in a chorus of opposition 
to the trade deal with Beijing, pledging to fight 
China's admission to the WTO, alongside 
many union bureaucrats. Meanwhile, Wash
ington cranks up the military pressure on 
China. 

For young people who want to fight capi
talist injustice and stand alongside those de
fending national rights, there are plenty of 
struggles to join today that clearly target the 
bosses in this country and the brutal govern
ment in Washington that defends the preroga
tives of the employers. The strike for union 
recognition by workers at Overnite is one case. 
The struggle by the people of Puerto Rico to 
end U.S. colonial rule of their nation, includ-

ing the bombing practice by the U.S. Navy in 
Vieques, is another. 

Workers and peasants in China are already 
starting to find ways to resist the impact of 
market "reforms" and the abuses of the Stalin
ist bureaucracy. As these struggles grow in 
Tibet and elsewhere in China, they will lay 
the basis for a fight to build on the gains of the 
revolution, overthrow the stranglehold ofbu
reaucratic rule, and replace it with the politi
cal rule of a government that represents the 
historic interests of the working class and its 
allies. 

They will confront U.S. imperialism as 
their main enemy, and will reach out to work
ing people across the world for solidarity. 
Along this road, the duty of class-conscious 
workers, youth, and all democratic-minded 
people in the United States and beyond is to 
oppose all imperialist attacks and pressures 
on China and reject the "Free Tibet" cam
paign as reactionary. -MILITANT 
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How British Crown 
weakens under rising 
social movements 

The following excerpt is taken from "So 
far from God, so close to Orange County: 
the deflationary drag of finance capital." 
It was presented at a regional socialist edu
cational conference in Los Angeles over 
the 1994-95 New Year's weekend, and 
later adopted by the delegates to the So
cialist Workers Party national convention 
in July 1995. The entire speech appears 
in Capitalism's World Disorder: Working
Class Politics at the Millennium. Copyright 

from the pages of 

Capitalism's 
World Disorder 
© 1999 by Pathfinder Press, reprinted by 
permission. Subheadings are by the Mili
tant. 

BY JACK BARNES 
As the pressures of a world capitalist de

pression build up, bourgeois governments 
and ruling parties find it more difficult than 
ever to contain the aspirations of oppressed 
nationalities, remnants of national group
ings, or economically backward regions. 
Under such pressures, borders and institu
tions patched together by the propertied 
ruling classes decades or even centuries ago, 
and imposed on peoples against their will, 
begin coming unstuck. 

That is why we have said in recent years 
that we should stop using the terms "En
gland" or "Britain" when, in reality, we are 
referring to the "United Kingdom." The 
United Kingdom was established almost 200 
years ago, in 180 I, when, under the so-called 
Act of Union, the English Parliament and 
Crown abolished even the semblance of a 
separate parliament in Ireland. Wales had 
already been incorporated into England for 
hundreds of years through military con
quest, and the English rulers had imposed 
an earlier Act of Union on Scotland in 1707. 
Scotland retained its own legal system and 
schools, as well as its own state church (Pres
byterian), whose head is the Queen when 
she steps across the border into Scottish ter
ritory. 

UK is the form of the bourgeois state 
So there is more to Her Majesty's realm 

than just pomp and symbol. The United 
Kingdom is the form of the bourgeois 
state - today, of the imperialist state 
power - with its seat in London. That is 
why the issue of "reforming" and "trim
ming" the monarchy and the House ofLords 
can and does emerge as an issue in bour
geois politics. It is not just a matter of prun
ing the state budget. The stakes are bigger. 

In a capitalist state that takes the form of 
a constitutional monarchy, as economic and 

social crises deepen, the crowned head of 
state remains important. It becomes one of 
the few institutions that can "speak for the 
entire nation." In a bourgeois republic with
out a monarchy, the president often assumes 
Bonapartist powers and authority under 
such conditions. But in a constitutional 
monarchy, remnants offeudalism preserved 
by the bourgeoisie with few intrinsic vested 
powers - the Crown, as well as an 
unelected House of Lords - grow rather 
than diminish in their importance for main
taining stability amid the increasing bru
tality of capitalist life and rule. 

The Canadian bourgeoisie keeps trying 
and failing to write a constitution. Most 
major bourgeois politicians in Canada have 
not yet challenged Queen Elizabeth as head 
of state - although that will happen too 
(as it already has among bourgeois politi
cians inAustralia).l But Canada's bourgeois 
rulers have tried twice over the past decade 
to write a new constitution and failed both 
times. 

Canada never had a successful bourgeois 
revolution, so it never had a real bourgeois 
constitution. But it is too late in history 
now. No constitution can be drafted for 
Canada that will satisfy the demands of 
French-speaking workers, farmers, and 
youth in Quebec for their unconditional 
right to national self-determination. No con
stitution can be drafted that will satisfy the 
demands of oppressed Native peoples. Nor 
can a constitution even be drafted that will 
resolve conflicts among capitalist interests 
in Canada who have greater or lesser 
amounts of capital at stake in various re
gions and provinces of the country. It is too 
late in history for that. 

Many of us in the United States do not 
even know there is still a monarchy in Swe
den. But now we'll start finding out. With 
the demise in recent years of "the Swedish 
miracle," the economic and social condi
tions of working people there are begin
ning to undergo qualitative changes like 
nothing they have lived through since 
World War I. With less leeway to grant con
cessions, the officialdom of the Social 
Democratic Party and trade unions needs 
additional help in the effort to become more 
effective tools for the bourgeoisie in Swe
den in maintaining capitalist stability. So, 
we will begin seeing prominent capitalists 
there, too, trying to use the Swedish monar
chy "to speak for the nation." 

Under the same kinds of pressures in the 
United Kingdom, the bourgeoisie has be
gun to divide. [Prime Minister Anthony] 
Blair is speaking on behalf of those who 
think they have to present some answer to 
growing nationalist agitation in Scotland, 
fueled by regional disparities and inequali
ties that have widened in the depression 
conditions gripping the United Kingdom. 
That is why, off and on, there is even pres
sure around the issue of devolution for 
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Leon Trotsky on Britain 
The displacement of British industry, trade, finance, and diplo
macy by its U.S. rival following World War I opened a period of 
social crisis and class battles across Britain, discussed in these 
articles by Trotsky. Includes an analysis of the 1926 general 
strike, betrayed by the labor officialdom. $23.95 

Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism 
VI. Lenin 
"I trust that this pamphlet will help the reader to understand the 
fundamental economic question, that of the economic essence 
of imperialism," Lenin wrote in 1917. "For unless this is stud
ied, it will be impossible to understand and appraise modern 
war and modern politics." $3.95 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on page 12, or write Pathfinder, 41 OWest St., 
New York, NY 10014.Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0ISO.When ordering by mail, please 
include $3 to cover shipping and handling. 

Residents protest against march by rightist Orange Order past Garvaghy Road in 
Portadown, in British-occupied Northern Ireland, December 1998. Irish national struggle 
is one ofthe strains pulling at the seams of the United Kingdom. 

Wales, where the rapid decline of the capi
talist coal industry has brought economic 
devastation and increased nationalist sen
timent among tenant farmers and industrial 
workers .... 

The Irish battle against English tyranny, of 
course, is centuries old. In the modem class 
struggle it goes back to the earliest days of the 
rising English bourgeoisie. The seeds of the 
current conflict were sown by the forcible and 
bloody partition oflreland in 1920. Today' s 
Irish Republic had been established that year 
following a national-democratic revolution, 
but bourgeois forces in the Republican move
ment acquiesced in Britain's retention of the 
Six Counties ofNorthem Ireland. 

Ever since, the Catholic population in the 
North has been kept in a caste-like oppres
sion, ghettoized and facing official and unof
ficial brutalization at every tum. The ruling 
layers among the majority Protestant oppres
sor population retain a separate educational 
system, courts, and cops -the notorious Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. And they had a nomi
nal parliament, too, the Stormont, until 
1972, when London asserted direct rule in 
the wake of a new rise of Irish Republican 
resistance. British troops have occupied 
Northern Ireland for a quarter of a centJ.UY, 
since 1969, carrying out martial-law repres
sion against the rebellious Catholic popu
lation .... 

So, if you take Westminster's problems 
in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and then 
you add in the historic decline of the Brit
ish pound and the state of world capitalism, 
you begin to see the strains pulling at the 
seams of the United Kingdom- seams that 
could begin to rip with a new rise in labor 
struggles and sustained social mobiliza
tions, and the capitalists' inevitable need 
for tightened not loosened state centraliza
tion. 

The historic forced retreat of the United 
Kingdom from acting as an effective world 
power continues. 

1 Former Australian Labor Party prime minis
ter Paul Keating campaigned in the 1996 elections 
to abolish the constitutional monarchy and estab
lish a republic. The Labor government was de
feated at the polls by the Liberal Party, whose 
leader, John Howard, opposes the constitutional 
change. Faced with ongoing pressures around this 
issue, including among most leading members of 
his own government, Prime Minister Howard in 
early 1997 called for a delegated "people's con
vention" later in the year to debate the question. 
That convention, held in February 1998, voted 
overwhelmingly to hold a referendum on there
public, and in December 1998 the Howard gov
ernment announced that the vote would be sched
uled for late 1999. 

-25AND50YEARSAGO----
U C(Nl~ 

TH£ MILITANT 
November 29, 1974 

NEWYORK- Defying a United Parcel 
Service (UPS) threat to close down its New 
York area operations, 3,000 striking mem
bers of Teamsters Local 804 voted over
whelmingly at a Nov. 17 meeting to reject 
UPS's "final offer." 

The workers were militant and angry. 
Some tore up copies of the proposed con
tract and threw them into the air. Others 
stood on chairs and cursed the company. 

The strike by 4,500 Teamster members 
began Aug. 28 and has had an increasing 
impact, especially with the approach of the 
Christmas mailing season. 

The key issue is UPS's demand to replace 
full-time workers with low-paid part-tim
ers. Before the Nov. 17 meeting, driver Louis 
Bernard told reporters, "We can't give in. 
Right now they are talking about part-time 
for inside workers only. Next time it will be 
drivers." 

The strike has come under growing at
tack from local industry, the capitalist me
dia, the U.S. Postal Service, and the govern
ment. On Nov. 15 the Postal Service placed 
full-page ads in the New York newspapers 
that in effect backed UPS against the strik
ers. 

Postal workers, on the other hand, are in 
solidarity with the UPS strikers. A delega
tion from the Metro Area Postal Union joined 
with Local 804 strikers and representatives 
of other Teamster locals - 2,000 strong in 
all- for a Nov. 14 demonstration outside 
the main UPS depot in Manhattan. 

The New York strike has national signifi
cance as the only challenge to UPS's drive 
to replace full-time workers with part-tim
ers. A victory for theN ew York strikers would 
also be victory for all 65,000 UPS workers 
in 200 Teamster locals across the country. 
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In the last few years, naked dictatorships 
have been imposed on a whole number of 
Latin American countries. Invariably and 
with indecent haste the State Department 
has recognized each of these new govern
ments. We have now two more instances of 
"democracy" at work in the Western Hemi
sphere and of how the State Department 
stands guard over it. One is Panama; the 
other, Colombia. 

The President of Panama demanded the 
resignation of three to top officials of the 
Panamanian police force, the only armed 
force in this little country. Instead of resign
ing they deposed him. The State Depart
ment promptly recognized as "constitu
tional" this literal dictatorship by police
men. 

What is going on in Colombia differs in 
form but is identical in substance. This coun
try has been deemed as a prize example of 
democracy. It was chosen as the seat for the 
Pan-American Conference which was so 
rudely disrupted by the Bogota uprising of 
April 1-948. 

After that uprising, the Liberals rushed 
to save the regime by entering a coalition 
government. They are now getting repaid 
for their past services. Knowing themselves 
to be a tiny minority, the reactionaries have 
unleashed a reign ofterror on the eve of the 
presidential elections. 

Meanwhile, of course, the Nov. 27 "elec
tions" will take place and Laureano Gomez, 
the unopposed Conservative candidate, 
who fled to Franco Spain after the Bogota 
uprising, will be duly declared elected. 

There has not been so much as a whisper 
from ·the State Department about the Co
lombian outrages. 
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Campaign for communism 
The events in Seattle organized to protest the 

ministerial meeting of the World Trade Organi
zation (WTO) present socialist workers and youth 
with an opportunity to campaign for communism 
and recruit to the Young Socialists, the Socialist 
Workers Party in the United States, and sister or
ganizations in Canada and elsewhere. 

A swirl of political protests and forums whose 
program and character smacks of economic na
tionalism and America Firstism surround the 
WTO conference, which Washington is using to 
campaign for rationalizing aggressive postures and 
missile buildups - aimed primarily against 
China and other workers states. 

In the midst of all this, socialists in the North
west are being joined by YS and SWP members 
and contacts from across the United States for an 
aggressive propaganda campaign in the Seattle 
region. A number ofYoung Socialists leaders will 
go to Seattle between Thanksgiving and Decem
ber 5. The YS National Committee has also called 
on other members and contacts to join the social
ist propaganda teams leading up to and during the 
WTO meeting. 

These teams will present a communist view of 
the trade body, the protests against it, and the big 
political shifts occurring in the world. They will 
also explain the need to build a revolutionary youth 
organization and a proletarian party that can lead 
the working class and its allies to take power out 
of the hands of the wealthy minority of industrial
ists, bankers, and landlords, establish a workers 
and farmers government, and join the worldwide 
fight to build a socialist society that puts human 
needs above profits. 

The socialists will centralize their work by 
campaigning to sell dozens of copies of 
Capitalism's World Disorder: Working-Class Poli
tics at the Millennium on the job, at plant gates, 
door -to-door and at street comers in working-class 
communities, at picket lines, on campus, and at a 
number of the WTO-related events. They will also 
place the book in a wide range ofbookstores, li
braries, and shops of various kinds where workers 
and youth obtain literature. And they will confi
dently speak on the views presented in the book 
not only at Militant Labor Forums andYoung So
cialists classes but at a range of WTO-related 
forums and street rallies. 

What is the communist stance towards the 
WTO? The imperialist powers, and above all 
Washington, constructed this body to serve their 
interests. Communists call for its abolition as part 
of opposing the policies ofWashington and its 
imperialist allies. At the same time they explain 
that Washington, not the "ultra-national"WTO 
bureaucracy, is the chief enemy of working people 
in the United States and ofhumanity. 

The political demands and explanations put 
forward by the liberals, trade union bureaucrats, 
and other activists who are involved in organizing 
the anti-WTO protests in Seattle take a com
pletely different tack. The WTO, they say, vio
lates "our" national sovereignty. 

Following the U.S.-China trade pact last week, 
many of the protest leaders have started to con
centrate their fire on China.AFL-CIO president 
John Sweeney AFL-CIO vowed forcefully to fight 
against approval ofthe deal by the U.S. congress, 
which means the labor tops will organize a larger 
mobilization in Seattle. Sweeney cited the jail-

ing oflabor activists in China. 
This stance provides cover and rationale for 

Washington's warlike policy towards China and 
dovetails with the anticommunism and the 
America First program of the ultraright. Funda
mentally, the U.S. rulers are not cultivating long
term closer ties with Beijing. Rather they are pre
paring militarily, especially on the nuclear front, 
for more confrontations. They recognize that the 
"hidden fist" described by New York Times col
umnistThomas Friedman- the U.S. navy, army, 
and air force - is their only sure road to over
turning the gains of the Chinese revolution. 

Instead of promoting trade and other sanctions 
against Beijing, the labor movement needs to 
expose and oppose Washington's war preparations. 
It must stand in unconditional solidarity with the 
workers state against these threats, in spite of the 
bureaucratic, Stalinist character of its leadership. 

What of" labor rights" in China and the Third 
World? The labor movement needs to organize 
solidarity with the struggles organized by the farm
ers and workers of countries oppressed by imperi
alism - taking care to sharply differentiate its 
policy from the self-serving, crocodile tears of 
the powers that be in Washington and other impe
rialist citadels. It needs to support demands by 
many working people in those countries for the 
cancellation of the Third World debt. 

But this is not the approach of the union bu
reaucracy. At best, they bewail the "White Man's 
Burden," looking on these toilers as victims need
ing the civilizing hand of the imperialist powers 
to protect them from local despots. They extol 
the virtues of imperialist democracy. 

At worst- and this is much more fundamen
tal to their policy- theAFL-CIO officials de
pict workers in the Third World as rivals for the 
jobs that they claim belong to "American" work
ers. The Teamsters union is conducting a cam
paign against the NAFTA -provided entry of more 
truck drivers from Mexico into this country. This 
is blatant chauvinism ! It drives working-people 
away from the international solidarity they need. 
At the same time, it opens the workers move
ment to the conscious enemies of the labor move
ment like Patrick Buchanan. In recent remarks, 
the ultrarightist politician praised Teamsters 
president James Hoffa. The latter, for his part, 
said Buchanan's "tough trade policies ... would 
protectAmerican workers." 

Buchanan said he's joining "his friend" Hoffa 
in Seattle, urging his supporters to sport Team
sters jackets and accompany him to "speak to 
some troops."The Buchanan brigades are attract
ing cadre for what will become fascist, antilabor 
street gangs. 

These are the kinds of political questions the 
socialist propaganda teams will address in Se
attle in the next two weeks.As the socialists raise 
the banner of international solidarity and revolu
tionary struggle, they will find individuals and 
groups of young people - especially those being 
politicized by experiences along the natural lines 
of resistance of the working class - who have 
strayed into these actions, who have been sucked 
toward this nationalist campaign looking for an 
answer to the evils of capitalism. The YS and 
SWP members will work to peel off these indi
viduals from the morass of America Firstism and 
into joining the communist movement. 

No more bombs in Vieques 
Continued from front page 
for Puerto Rico's sovereignty and indepen
dence from U.S. control is in the interests of 
working people in the United States and all the 
world. 

The White House suggestion that the Navy 
will relocate within five years if it finds a suit
able alternative to Vieques is a response to the 
upsurge of protests in Puerto Rico and among 
Puerto Ricans in the United States. It's also a 
delaying tactic. Washington will never volun
tarily comply with the will of the majority. It 
will take a huge fight to force out the U.S. 
warmakers. 

The big-business media talks about a "con
sensus" in Puerto Rico against the U.S. Navy 
in Vieques. In reality, there is a class-divided 
response. Workers and fishermen have been 
at the forefront of the growing anticolonial 
upsurge on the island. 

The colonial government and its two par
ties, which represent the wealthy classes, 
have jumped on the Vieques bandwagon only 
to avoid being discredited. But they are ter
rified at the prospect of cutting the umbili
cal cord to their masters in Washington. 
That's why they are maneuvering to under-
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cut any independent mass mobilizations 
against the U.S. government. 

Today, under the impact of these deep-go
ing developments, there is a rising ferment of 
political activity among Puerto Rican youth 
in the United States. They are organizing cam
pus forums, debates, and protest actions -
from New York to Boston, Chicago, and San 

Francisco. Meanwhile, fishermen, student or
ganizations and others on the island are reach
ing out for support in the United States. 

There have never been better conditions for 
working people and youth in the United States 
to forge ties with fellow fighters in Puerto Rico 
and join in struggle against our common en
emy- the U.S. government and the billion
aire families it represents. 

Politically active youth, drawn to the power 
of the working class, will welcome the oppor
tunity to meet working-class fighters such as 
the Teamsters who are on strike to organize a 
union at Overnite Transport and the coal min
ers battling to defend lifetime health benefits. 
Likewise, fighting unionists should be urged 
to join the new round of "U.S. Navy out of 
Vieques" protests that will be launched in many 
cities starting November 19. 

'Free Tibet' campaign 
fits Washington's 
war moves vs. China 
BY PATRICK O'NEILL 

In a letter to the editor this week, Jan Lyden objects to the "negative reference 
to the Free Tibet Movement" in the article "Anti-WTO protests are opposite of 
labor solidarity," which was published in the November 15 Militant. "There are a 
lot of students around the country who have been involved in 'Free Tibet,' and I've 
never met anyone who was an anticommunist or who wanted to 'bring back feudal
ism'," Lyden writes. 

The article in question reported that the Tibetan Rights Campaign is "demand
ing that China not be allowed to join the WTO," and commented that this "position 

dovetails with 
Washington's 

DISCUSSION WITH 
OUR READERS 

drive to weaken 
and militarily 
surround the Chi
nese workers 
state." 

The U.S. rulers 
are increasingly 
assuming a belli

cose stance toward China. U.S. president William Clinton has given the green 
light to the development, and possible deployment before he is out of office, of a 
missile system that in theory can shoot enemy rockets out of the sky, giving Wash
ington a nuclear first -strike capacity. 

The campaign to deploy such a Theater Missile Defense system on the soil of 
U.S. allies surrounding China shows that this drive for nuclear superiority is very 
much aimed at Beijing. The discussion on the U.S.-China trade deal signed in 
Beijing November 15 provides a glimpse of the imperialists' drive to force a 
"transition to an open, market economy" in China, as the November 16New York 
Times put it. (See front-page article and editorial on this page) 

Washington's "China policy" has been framed by hostility to the Chinese revo
lution since the triumph of the Peoples Liberation Army over the imperialist
backed forces of Chiang Kai-shek in 1949. In the 1950s the revolution made deeper 
and deeper inroads into capitalist property relations and domination by the "great 
powers" of western Europe and North America. 

By the mid-1950s the main means of production had been nationalized and a 
state monopoly on foreign trade and planned economy had been established- the 
foundations of a workers state. Humanity had taken an enormous step forward. 

Millions of peasants and workers in the world's most populous country had 
seized the prize that Washington thought it had won when it crushed Japanese 
imperialism. In the years that followed, the U.S. rulers debated "Who lost China?," 
as Socialist Workers Party national secretary Jack Barnes put it in one of the 
speeches in Capitalism 's World Disorder (see front -page ad). "But it was the wrong 
question. No one lost China. The Chinese took it- that was the real answer." 

Washington has used the "Free Tibet" campaign as a tool against that revolu
tion for the last 50 years. In 1949, the victorious revolutionary troops occupied 
Tibet - historically a separate nation but ruled by Chinese emperors for several 
centuries - and confronted a backward, feudal regime. 

The aristocracy in Tibet was organized around Buddhist monasteries. Monks 
formed the armies that fought out internecine wars over hundreds of years. The 
system was not wanting in feudal brutality towards the impoverished and rightless 
peasantry. One monastery near the capital Lhasa owned estates with some 25,000 
serfs. 

From at least 1953, the CIA organized a covert program backing Tibetan troops 
against the Peoples Liberation Army. The defeat of these rebellions in Tibet rep
resented a setback for imperialism and the backward forces in Tibet and a victory 
for the Chinese revolution. 

These progressive steps were distorted, and their moral authority marred, by the 
Stalinist character and anti-working-class course ofthe Chinese Communist Party. 
The brutal methods employed by Beijing in Tibet and across China have given the 
imperialists a handle for their propaganda campaigns against the revolution, and 
their completely fraudulent concern for "human rights" and the rights of national 
groupings. 

Capitalist politicians in Europe, Japan, and North America lionize the Dalai 
Lama, the head of the best -known Tibetan Buddhist sect, when it suits their propa
ganda thrusts against Beijing. The remnants of the feudal aristocracy who the 
Dalai Lama personifies have allied themselves with the imperialist powers in 
their propaganda, economic, and military campaigns against China. 

Washington and the other imperialist powers do not seek to "bring back feudal
ism," however. The Militant article I wrote gave the wrong impression on that 
score, stating that the "'free Tibet' advocated by liberal forces will be a return to 
that oppressed [feudal] condition." 

The U.S. rulers and their counterparts aim to restore, not feudalism, but capital
ist social relations and imperialist domination throughout China, Tibet included. 
That would mean overturning the gains of the revolution and subjugating China to 
the interests offoreign capital. Their vision is not a "Free Tibet," but a "free"
that is, capitalist- market, and a political system that allows free imperialist 
super -exploitation. 

'Free Tibet' actions serve as bludgeon for U.S. imperialism 
What of the campaign that Jan Lyden and others like her are involved in? Many 

are drawn into an essentially reactionary enterprise in spite of whatever progres
sive intentions they may have. The material produced by Students for a Free Tibet 
is typical. In one article they criticize "foreign governments, under pressure from 
corporations" for placing "decreased value on the treatment of human life in 
China, Tibet, as well as the other countries that China illegally occupies." 

The article goes on: "The question becomes, do you want to support a regime 
that importsAK-47s to US gangs, forcibly sterilizes Tibetan women, tortures 
monks and nuns, sells nuclear weapons technologies to terrorist countries, massa
cres student activists, allows no freedom of press and engages in the systematic 
genocide of Tibetans and Tibetan culture?" Mixed in with references to real 
crimes of the Stalinist regime are charges that even some capitalist opponents of 
the Chinese revolution might find a little too implausible to express. 

The Dalai Lama also accuses Beijing of"cultural genocide," a typically emo
tional claim that in fact refers to the settlement of areas in Tibet with many people 
from the rest of China. 

As the Militant has explained, trade union officials and groups on the petty
bourgeois left organizing the anti-WTO protests, including the "Tibetan Rights 
Campaign," provide ammunition to the trade and foreign policy ofU.S. imperial
ism and make working people more susceptible to the demagogy of incipient 
fascist forces. The Tibet protests take aim at a workers state under deepening 
economic and military pressure from Washington. 

Calling for China to be excluded from the WTO, for example, simply echoes the 
Continued on Pagel2 



Train drivers in Sweden resist bosses' cutbacks 
This column is devoted to re

porting the resistance by working 
people to the employers' assault 
on their living standards, work
ing conditions, and unions. 

We invite you to contribute 
short items to this column as a 
way for other fighting workers 

conditions," one driver explained. 
"And if the contract is canceled by 
the company, we won't be under the 
no-strike clause. That means we can 
wage a different kind of fight." 

It is illegal to strike in Sweden 
while a signed contract is in effect. 
Unions who break this "peace 

ON THE PICKET LINE 
around the world to read about 
and learn from these important 
struggles. Jot down a few lines 
about what is happening in your 
union, at your workplace, or 
other workplaces in your area, 
including interesting political dis- · 
cussions. 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden
Eighty train drivers called in sick 
October 27 and 28, cutting com
muter train traffic by more than half 
in Stockholm and stopping most 
long distance trains to Gothenburg 
and Dalicurlia. 

The commuter trains will be 
taken over by Citypendeln, a pri
vate company, January 6. As part 
of the takeover, the company is re
negotiating all of the union con
tracts and demanding heavy con
cessions. 

Workers interviewed on October 
30 and November 10 explained 
why so many had called in sick. 
"Because we are security classified 
personnel we retire at 60 today. 
Citypende1n wants to raise our re
tirement age to 65. We will also lose 
money we have already paid, so our 
pensions will be lower," said one of 
the drivers getting off his shift in 
the evening. "They want to cut our 
vacation to the 25 days a year stipu
lated by law. Personally I would 
lose 10 days. Our contract now 
gives us extra days depending on 
how old we are. At 45 we reach the 
maximum of35 daysa year." 

The weekly hours will also in
crease. Drivers say the current av
erage week of3 7.2 hours would rise 
to 38-40 hours. "All this, of course, 
for the same wages," the worker 
noted. 

Since the sick-out, the present 
contract has been extended at least 
until March. Unless either the com
pany or the unions cancel the con
tract it will remain valid. "This is 
all we want, we want our present 
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clause" can be heavily fined. That 
is why the drivers resorted to a sick
out in their fight against the pro
posed new contract, and why none 
of the drivers wanted to be quoted 
by name. 

"When you consider how hard it 
is for us to meet and discuss, or go 
to union meetings, because we 
work different hours, it was a very 
effective protest," said one driver. 
"We drive 250,000 passengers on 
the commuter trains every day, so a 
lot of people now know about our· 
situation." 

In offering to take over trains and 
buses, private companies have com
peted to present the lowest bid, then 
demanded concessions from work
ers. Service is also affected. 

Some 16,000 bus drivers waged 
a successful national nine-day strike 
earlier this year to take back some 
cuts they had suffered when the 
buses were privatized in 1993. 

The train drivers also protest not 
being able to mix driving long dis
tance and commuter trains as they 
do today. 

"By January 5 we will have to de
cide which company to belong to, the 
state railroad company (SJ) or 
Citypendeln. Many drivers are con
sidering staying with SJ. If we are 
laid off, it will be under the better 
conditions we have now," a driver 
explained. "They tried to make us 
decide earlier, but at that time we 
didn't even know what the new con
tract would be. So they had to post
pone it until January 5, the day before 
Citypendeln takes over. Citypendeln 
won't know how many drivers they 
have until the very day their opera
tions start." 

Boston nurses protest 
working conditions 

BOSTON-Some 75 nurses and 
their supporters picketed the Mas
sachusetts Board of Registration in 
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Workers at Transport Canada celebrate winning back pay from equity fight that forced government of 
Canada to provide monetary compensation to women who were segregated into low-paying jobs. 

Nursing (BORN) November 10. Pro
testers carried signs that demanded, 
"BORN Must Reopen Charges Filed 
By Bany Adams" and ''NurseAdmin
istrators Have Responsibilities to 
Patients Too." 

On November 11 BORN was to 
decide whether to pursue a com
plaint filed by Barry Adams against 
his former boss. In 1996Adams was 
illegally fired for blowing the 
whistle on deplorable staffing con
ditions that led to a patient's death 
and harm to other patients at 
Youville Health Care of Cambridge. 

He filed a complaint of unethical 
conduct, unprofessional conduct, and 
patient neglect against his nurse ad
ministrator. At that time BORN dis
missed the complaint without inves
tigating. In 1998 Adams refiled the 
complaint. 

The picket line was organized by 
a committee in the Massachusetts 
Nursing Association (MNA). 

"Maryland RNs for Barry Ad
ams" read the sign carried by Gera 
Urick, a nurse from Union Memo
rial Hospital in Baltimore. Urick 
said she and a fellow nurse came to 
the demonstration because, "If 
you're isolated you can't make any 
headway, the company knows that." 
Nurses at Union Memorial Hospi
tal are not organized in a union. 

Members of Service Employees 
International Union (SEIU) Local 
285, which represents some of the 
health-care workers at Boston 
Medical Center (BMC), passed out 
a flyer at the protest asking for help 
from the nurses of the MNA. 

The flyer read, "We are currently 
engaged in negotiations for a contract 
at BMC. The HarrisonAve. campus 
ofBMC is experiencing some of the 
worst staffing in its history, and we 
are fighting to improve it." The flyer 
continued, if"we don't reach agree
ment our strike will commence on 
Monday, November 22. Please do not 
accept work at BMC Harrison Ave. 
during the strike." 

Staffing is also an issue at nearby 
St. Vincent Hospital in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. Nurses there are try
ing to negotiate their first contract 
after winning union recognition in 
1997, and have hailed recent pro
tests. 

Tina Gilinson, who has been a 
nurse for 30 years and is a shop 
steward in the MNA at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital in Boston, 
knows the effect of understaffing 
first hand. She explained while she 
walked the picket line, "I'm work-

ing harder today than I ever have be
fore." 

During the protest BORN's attor
neys met withAdam' s attorneys and 
notified them that they are post
poning action on the case until 
January 4. They also confirmed that 
they would consider Adam's entire 
complaint, not the watered down 
version altered by BORN's staff and 
rejected by BORN's complaint 
committee last September. 

Commenting on the decision to 
postpone, Adams said it means pa
tients "will continue to suffer while 
the government-appointed Board 
continues to protect the business 
interests controlling health care." 

Women in Canada win 
hack pay in equity fight 

TORONTO - An October 19 
Federal Court decision on pay eq
uity has ordered the government of 
Canada to pay up to Can$3.6 bil
lion (US$2.4 billion) in back wages 
to 230,000 current and former fed
eral government workers who are 
members of the Public Service Al
liance of Canada (PSAC) union. 

Tina Soares, who has worked at 
the government offices ofTransport 
Canada for 27 years, announced to 
the press, "I'm ecstatic ... We've 
been waiting for this money for
ever." 

The fight to win pay-equity was 
launched by PSAC 16 years ago 
when it filed a complaint with the 
federal Human Rights Commission 
stating that workers in the mainly 
female clerical group were under
paid in comparison to male admin
istration workers. PSAC charged 
that the federal government was 
violating the Canadian Human 
Rights Act, legislation adopted by 
the federal government in 1978 that 
makes it illegal to pay women less 
than men for work of equal value. 

Womens' organizations and trade 
unions demanded the enactment of 
this legislation, saying that pay eq
uity laws could reverse wage dis
crimination against women who are 
segregated into low-paying jobs 
that require the same amount of 
skill and responsibility as higher
paying "male jobs." 

The PSAC workers who will re
ceive back-pay checks of up to 
Can$60,000 depending on their 
length of employment include sec
retaries, clerks, data processors, li
brarians, and educational and sup
port staff. Judy Greeley, who has 

worked for the federal government for 
20 years, told the Toronto Star that 
she remembered men doing the same 
clerical job as her but being classi
fied by the government as laborers so 
they earned more money. 

The Liberal Party government in 
Ottawa has used all kinds of legal 
appeals and stalling tactics to avoid 
paying the back wages. 

On July 29, 1998, the government 
was stunned by a Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal ( CHRT) ruling that 
declared the government owed 
200,000 workers, mainly women, 13 
years ofback pay with interest that 
totaled Can$5 billion. Ottawa ap
pealed this decision in Federal Court 
and lost the appeal, which resulted in 
the final settlement of Can$3 .6 bil
lion. 

Opposed to pay equity laws, 
Preston Manning, leader of the 
right-wing populist Reform Party 
that is the official opposition in par
liament in Ottawa, has called on the 
government to appeal the federal 
court decision. Manning has at
tempted to whip up resentment to 
the government paying the equity 
settlement by saying, "It's the good 
old taxpayer that gets stuck with the 
bill." 

Canada's two national daily 
newspapers have also weighed into 
the debate in opposition to pay eq
uity. The National Post ran an edi
torial headlined, "Repeal Canada's 
pay equity laws altogether." The 
Globe and Mail demanded, "Do 
away with the ludicrous concept of 
equal pay for work of equal value." 

Meanwhile, members of the 
Communications, Energy and Pa
perworkers union and the Canadian 
Telephone Employees' Association 
have just rejected a Can$59 million 
pay equity settlement offered by 
Bell Canada to workers in mostly 
female jobs, including phone opera
tors and clerical staff. The offer 
covers 20,000 current and former 
Bell employees. The union mem
bers are fighting for a higher settle
ment. Hearings before the CHRT to 
assess their case begin next Janu
ary. 

Catharina Tirsen, a member of the 
Metalworkers union, and Anita 
Ostling, a member of the 
Transportworkers union in Stock
holm; Ted Leonard, a member of the 
Union of Needletrades, Industrial 
and Textile Employees in Boston; 
and Rosemary Ray in Toronto con
tributed to this column. 

-LETTERS-------------------------------------
Disagree on 'Free Tibet' 

I was disappointed to see a nega
tive reference to the "Free Tibet" 
movement in your November 15 
issue (in the article about the WTO 
protests). There are a lot of students 
around the country who have been 
involved in "Free Tibet," and I've 
never met anyone who was an anti
communist or who wanted to "bring 
back feudalism," as your article in
sinuates. 

We are simply opposed to the 
oppression that the Tibetans have 
suffered, and which is well docu
mented, since the Chinese govern-

ment took over in 1959. 
I just saw an article in the news

paper today about several Tibetan 
nuns having five years added onto 
their prison terms because they 
were singing religious songs in 
prison. (The fact that they were in 
prison in the first place is bad 
enough.) Your article said that the 
"Free Tibet" movement wants to 
"bring back oppression" to Tibet. 
Isn't their plenty of oppression un
der the Chinese government? I was 
surprised to see your newspaper 
take this position, because I thought 
socialists were on the side of free-

dom. 
Jan Lyden 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Nationalism of French CP 
The article on France in the No

vember 1, 1999, issue of the Mili
tant("France: '35-hourweek,' job
lessness spark actions by bosses and 
workers") contains an editorial er
ror. The official name of the French 
Communist Party is "Parti 
communiste franc;ais" and its ini
tials are PCF, not just PC. In En
glish, this makes the party's name 
"French Communist Party" and its 

initials would by "FCP." However, 
the Militant editors systematically 
leave off the word "French" and the 
"F" from its initials. 

The French Communist Party 
and the leadership of the CGT trade 
union confederation which they 
control, no longer pretend to be 
revolutionary, to represent a "new 
workers power" in another part of 
the world. Occasionally members 
of the PCF will correct someone 
referring to their party as the "CP" 
or "Communist Party" by remind
ing them about the word "French" 
in its official title. There is a large 

discussion in the PCF today about 
whether or not the party should 
abandon the reference "Commu
nist." No one as yet has proposed 
that it abandon the word "French." 
Nat London 
Paris, France 

The letters column is an open 
forum for all viewpoints on sub
jects of general interest to our 
readers.' Please keep your letters 
brief. Where necessary they will 

, be abridged. Please indicate if 
you prefer that your initials be 
used rather than your full name: 
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THE MILITANT 
Moscow intensifies war in Chechnya 
with tacit support from Washington 
BYMA~CE~L~S 

The Russian government has begun a de 
facto military occupation ofChechnya- de
ploying 100,000 troops in and around there
public, with plans to send in more. . 

Moscow is trying to quell unrest among 
the impoverished people in the entire 
Caucasus region with its onslaught against 
the 1.5 million Chechens. 

"The ultimate goal is to send a message to 
all the North Caucasian republics," declared 
presidential press spokesman Dmitry 
Yakushkin. "We want to show that there must 
be some kind of central authority that can re
solve the most complicated conflicts." 

Russian soldiers are now occupying the 
northern third of Chechnya. Moscow has 
set up a blockade, banned foreign trade and 
suspended international flights to th~ re
gion. The regime also forced Georg1a to 
shut its northern border near Chechnya. 

The Kremlin, which originally claimed 
it needed to create a "buffer zone" against 
"Islamic terrorists," is more openly stating 
that its aim is to retake the Chechen repub
lic, which won a degree of autonomy after 
Chechen fighters humiliated the regime of 
Russian president Boris Yeltsin in the 1994-
1996war. 

Russian troops gather in western Chechnya near Baumut, a stronghold ofChechen rebels. 

"The ring of our 'sanitary zone' is tight
ening up," said Russian general Gennadi 
Troshev, commander of the military opera
tion. "The ring will be gradually tightened 
until the whole territory is under the full 
control of the federal forces." 

On November 12 Russian officials an
nounced the army had seized Gudermes, the 
second largest city in the republic. Mos
cow has floated plans to establish Gudermes 
as the new capital as the regime tightened 
its military ring around Grozny. The day it 
seized Gudermes, the Kremlin launched one 
of its heaviest bombardments yet, destroy
ing oil refineries near Grozny, the capital, 
and leveling other villages. The next day 
Russian warplanes and helicopters flew a 
record 180 sorties against the Chechen rebel 
strongholds ofBamut and Samashki .. 

The Russian government has ramed 
bombs and artillery fire on Chechnya since 
late September in an attempt to crush rebel 
fighters who Moscow claims conducted 
raids into neighboring Dagestan, to the east 
of ~hechnya. Guerrilla forces fighting for 
the independence ofDagestan had captured 
six villages there in early September. 

As part of justifying their bombardment 
ofChechnya, Russian government officials 
smeared Chechen rebels as "terrorists" who 
are responsible for the series of explosions 
in Moscow that killed more than 300 
people. No one has claimed responsibility 
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for the blasts. 

Struggle for self-determination 
The Yeltsin regime is trying to stanch the 

rising resistance to Russian chauvinism among 
the oppressed nations in Caucasus and to crush 
their fight for self-determination. As the vic
tory of workers and peasants in the October 
1917 revolution in Russia gave impulse to up
risings throughout the old tsarist empire, the 
communist leadership of the Bolshevik Party 
began to forge a voluntary federation of work
ers and farmers republics. 

The Bolshevik revolution broke the domi
nation of capitalist social relations and led to 
the expropriation of capitalist property in in
dustry, banking, and wholesale trade. State 
monopoly of foreign trade and a planned 
economy were also established -the founda
tions of a workers state. 

In the early 1920s, however, a bureaucratic 
caste led by Joseph Stalin began to emerge in 
the Russian workers state and it pressed to 
reverse the Bolsheviks' policy on national self
determination and voluntary federation. This 
counterrevolutionary course was intensified 
and institutionalized in the 1930s and the 
"Union of Soviet Socialist Republics" became 
in fact another prison house of nations inher
ited from the old tsarist regime and imperial
ism. 

The Stalinist apparatus in the Soviet Union 
and those imposed on the workers states in 

Eastern and Central Europe rein
forced national oppression and di
visions, while serving as a reliable 
instrument for the transmission of 

New International no. II 
capitalist values. The bureaucratic 
oppression through the use of po
lice repression and military force -
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which was a service for imperial
ism - began disintegrating in 
1989. 

The procapitalist Yeltsin ad
ministrationisaremnantofthisbu
reaucratic caste of opportunists and 
assassins, which has now shattered 
into competing factions. Popular ex
plosionsamongbroadlayersofwmk
ing people, middle class layers, and 
youth against the regime in Mos
cow are inevitable. 

Available from bookstores, including those listed on 
page 12, or write Pathfinder, 410 West St., New York, 
NY 10014. Tel: (212) 741-0690. Fax: (212) 727-0150. 

The political instability in the 
region has alarmed Washington and 
other imperialist powers. The U.S. 
rulers, whose ultimate aim is to re
impose capitalist property relations 
in Russia, have counted on the 
Yeltsin government to curtail so
cial unrest in the region. That ex
plains the statement in a Novem
ber 15 New York Jimes news article 
that "Washington has said it under-
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stands when the Russians insist that they are 
fighting to protect their sovereignty against 
terrorists." 

Claim to be fighting terrorism 
"The antiterrorist campaign was forced 

upon us," Russian prime minister Vladimir 
Putin declared in a column printed in the 
Times the day before. He claimed U.S. spy 
agencies reported that "the world's most 
wanted terrorist," Osama bin Laden, "him
self is helping to finance the guerrillas." 

Putin asserted that Moscow's actions are 
similar to those of Washington, which ac
cused bin Laden of organizing the Aug. 7, 
1998, bombings of the U.S. embassies in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Dares Salaam, Tanza
nia. Two weeks later U.S. warships stationed 
in the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea launched 
79 cruise missiles on Afghanistan and 
Sudan. The White House claimed the mis
siles were fired in "self-defense" against an 
"international terrorism network" allegedly 
organized by bin Laden. Earlier this year, 
the New York Times admitted that "no 
known evidence implicates" the Saudi busi
nessman. 

While the Clinton administration has 
amplified its mild criticism of Moscow's 
onslaught slightly, the White House con
tinues to give tacit support to the military 
operation against the Chechens, as it has in 
the past. Chechnya is a part ofRussia, which 
"has a right to protect its territorial integ
rity," U.S. national security adviser Samuel 
Berger declared November 12. 

More than 200,000 Chechens have fled 
the Russian military's constant rocketing 
and shelling. Most of them went to the 
neighboring republic of Ingushetia, where 
many people are living in tents or rail cars 
in freezing temperatures. Chechen officials 
estimate more than 4,000 civilians have 
been killed by the bombardment. 

Moscow's anti-Muslim crusade has em
bittered the largely Islamic people ofChech
nya. "They surround you and want to de
stroy every thing in sight," said Leche 
Ansarov, a Chechen resident who fled into 
Ingushetia but was returning to Grozny to 
retrieve his family. "What else can I do but 
take up arms?" he stated. 

Russian officials "say they are fighting 
terrorists, but they are the only terrorists I've 
seen," Liza Nagalayeva, a schoolteacher 
from the Chechen town of Kulari, told the 
Christian Science Monitor. "We are a small 
people but we want our freedom." 

Moscow is trying to avoid repeating the 
defeat of the previous Chechen war- when 
Russian ground troops took heavy losses from 
guerrilla attacks -by using long-range artil
lery, pilotless aircraft, and warplanes to born-

bard Chechnya. Troops are sent into a village 
or town only after it has surrendered or is empty. 

In 1994 the Yeltsin regime dispatched an 
invasion force of30,000 Russian troops to crush 
the independence movement there. Some 
80,000 people were killed, and the city of 
Grozny and dozens of villages were demol
ished. 

Although Yeltsin was forced to sign ac
cords in 1996 granting Chechnya de facto 
self-government, Moscow refuses to recog
nize the region's independence. "Our posi
tion is that Chechnya is Russian territory 
and nothing has changed," said Yeltsin 
spokesman Dmitry Yakushkin. 

'Pushed to brink of civil war' 
The conflict has heightened tensions 

among Russia's bureaucratic ruling fac
tions. Russian generals have threatened to 
disobey any government decision that 
would deny what they see as an all-out mili
tary victory. Gen. Anatoly Kvashnin, chief 
of the Russian general staff, reportedly de
clared he would resign when Yeltsin admin
istration officials floated proposals to talk 
with Chechen president Asian Maskhadov, 
according to the newspaper Moskovsky 
Komsomolets. 

While Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev 
hinted that negotiations to end Moscow's 
military campaign might be near, Gen. 
Vladimir Shamanov, Russian commander 
of the western front in Chechnya, told the 
Nezavismaya Gazeta newspaper, "If the 
army is stopped, there would be a massive 
defection of all ranks from the armed forces, 
including the generals. Russia's officer 
corps will not stand for another slap in the 
face." Shamanov said if they could not score 
a decisive military victory, "the country 
would be pushed to the brink of civil war." 

The ultrarightist provincial governor of 
Siberia, Alexander Lebed, a retired general 
who negotiated the agreement that ended 
the last Chechen war, has indicated his will
ingness to repeat that performance. 

"The Russian armed forces have fulfilled 
their mission," declared Grigory Yavlinsky, 
a leader of one of the more openly procapitalist 
factions in parliament. He called for a halt to 
the bombing, arguing that the war on Chech
nya has resulted in growing strains between 
the military and government officials and 
"leads to a serious political destabilization." 

One of Yavlinsky's advisers, Andrei 
Piontkovsky, director of the Center for Stra
tegic Studies, warned that a "creeping mili
tary coup" was developing in Russia, the 
Financia!Jimes reported November 10. 

Anxiety over the escalating strife in the 
region has increased among imperialist 
powers. "The stakes are high," asserted an 
article in the November 13 Economist. 
"They include not just the suffering of the 
Chechens but the instability of the 
Caucasus, and perhaps of Russia itself." 

"Moscow has lost its way in this adven
ture in the north Caucasus," declared French 
foreign minister Hubert Vedrine. "There is a 
Chechen problem that goes far beyond the 
issue of terrorism." 

Meanwhile, hostility to Great Russian 
chauvinism is smoldering in the restive re
publics in the North Caucasus, 
which include Dagestan, Chechnya, 
Ingushetia, North Ossetia, Karbardino
Balkaria, and Karachayevo-Cherkess. 

"[Russian] soldiers come out to the road 
to beg for food and cigarettes from passing 
cars," said an lngush policeman at a check
point. "But if we try to approach them, they 
crouch down and raise their guns. They're 
scared to death of us." 

Moscow's attempts to subjugate the 
mostly Islamic peoples of the North 

. Caucasus "means endless war and dissen
sion," asserted Franz Sheregi, an official with 
the Institute of Social and National Issues 
in Moscow. "This is a colonial war, and it 
will end with the republics in the North 
Caucasus breaking free from Russia." 


