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Washington
consolidates
Yugoslavia
occupation

BY NATASHA TERLEXIS
AND BOBBIS MISAILIDES

ATHENS, Greece — Thousands of work-
ing people, youth, soldiers, and others have
hit the streets in cities and towns through-
out Serbia. They are taking advantage of
the first openings since the U.S./NATO bom-
bardment of Yugoslavia began March 24 to
express their outrage against the Belgrade
regime and its policies. Meanwhile, the U.S .-
led NATO forces are consolidating their
occupation of Kosova, reinforcing and ex-
acerbating the national chauvinism pro-
moted by the regime of Yugoslav president
Slobodan Milosevic.

The protesters’ main demand is the resig-
nation of Milosevic, explained Dusan, a
leader of the Student Union of Yugoslavia,
in a phone interview from Novi Sad. Other
demands include the creation of a provi-
sional government, new elections, and
democratic rights.

“The demonstrations are positive,” said
Dusan, who asked that his last name not be

Continued on Page 6

Caravans
prepare to
shove off

for Active
Workers
Conference

BY BRIANTAYLOR

Dean Cook, one of the oil workers fight-
ing a lockout by Crown Central Petroleum,
and others in the Houston area are revving
up their engines to begin a two-and-a-half-
day caravan to Oberlin, Ohio — the loca-
tion of the August 5—-8 Active Workers Con-
ference. “A couple catfish workers in
Belzoni, Mississippi, are making plans and
working things out to go,” @ook told the
Militant. Catfish workers — most of them
women who are Black — have been in a
fight for many months to demand an end to
miserable working conditions and discrimi-
natory treatment. “They are doing some
fund-raising this weekend” to cover the
costs of the trip, Cook said.

A student from Guatemala is also plan-
ning to join the caravan. “His first link to us
was through Perspectiva Mundial,” the
Spanish-language sister magazine to the
Militant, said Laura Garza, a Steelworker and
member of the Socialist Workers Party Na-
tional Committee in Houston.

He was referred to the magazine on the In-
ternet. “He wrote to Perspectiva asking if he
could subscribe and be hooked up with like-
minded people in his area. They directed him
to the Socialist Workers Party and Young So-
cialists in Houston.”

The student wrote to socialists in Houston,
who invited him to a recent educational
weekend with a theme of celebrating the

Continued on Page 5
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Locked-out Kaiser Aluminum
workers rally in Spokane
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Shipyard strikers: ‘We’ve
oot to stand up for rights’

Newport News workers discuss impact of their fight

BY BRIAN WILLIAMS

NEWPORT NEWS, Virginia —
More than 4,000 striking Steel-
workers packed the Hampton
University Convocation Center
July 23 to hear about and discuss
atentative contract agreement be-
tween negotiators for United
Steelworkers of America (USWA)
Local 8888 and Newport News
Shipbuilding, reached a few
hours before.

At this meeting, and over the
course of the next week, Steel-
workers who have been on strike
for 16 weeks have been discuss-
ing and debating the contract,
what’s been accomplished
through this strike, what more can
be won, and how best to
strengthen the union in its ongo-
ing fight against the company.

The ratification vote, origi-
nally scheduled for July 27, has
been postponed until July 30, in
order to allow local mem-

Continued on Page 8
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Members of USWA Local 8888 at Newport News rally in Richmond, Virginia, June 25.

Protesters demand: ‘Free Puerto Rican
political prisoners, U.S. Navy out of Vieques’

BY ERNIE MAILHOT

WASHINGTON, D.C. — “We are here to
demand the release of the Puerto Rican po-
litical prisoners,” said José Lopez, the ex-

ecutive director of the Puerto Rican Cul-
tural Center from Chicago, as he addressed
an enthusiastic crowd of 250 people at a
rally July 23 in Lafayette Park across from

the White House. “We are here in solidarity

with the people of Vieques.”
Lopez explained that the people of the
Puerto Rican island of Vieques, through
their ongoing protests against
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the U.S. Navy occupation of
their land, were teaching an im-
portant lesson. Through these
protests, he said, “The Puerto
Rican nation is coming to-
gether as one people” to tell the
U.S. military to get out of Puerto
Rico.

Local resident David Sanes
was killed in an April 19 “acci-
dental” bombing in Vieques by
the U.S. Navy during their war
in Yugoslavia. This sparked
widespread protests across
Puerto Rico, involving fisher-
men, workers, youth, and oth-
ers, including bourgeois politi-
cal figures. On July 4, tens of
thousands of people marched
in Ceiba, Puerto Rico, calling
for the Navy to get out of
Vieques.

After listing many of
Washington’s attacks on Puerto
Rican nationalists, 17 of whom
are imprisoned in U.S. jails for
advocating their country’s in-
dependence, Ldopez stated,
“We’re also here to remind the
U.S. that 101 years ago they in-
vaded Puerto Rico. It’s time to
exercise self-determination and
independence.”

A number of participants in
the Washington, D.C., action
decided to come after joining
picket lines at federal buildings
across the country July 7, to
protest that day’s sentencing of
José Solis Jordan to 51 months

Continued on Page 4
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Washington kills 33 in Iraq

U.S. warplanes killed 17 civilians,
wounded 18 others, and destroyed a num-
ber of houses on July 17, in an assault on
the city of al-Najaf in southern Iraq. The al-
Manadhirah subdistrict, where the bomb-
ing took place, is a civilian neighborhood
in which there are no military units. The same
day, the imperialist forces bombarded the city
of al-Kufah, killing 16 civilians and injuring
nine.

Washington has bombed Iraq more than 60
times since December 28, in what U.S. offi-
cials call “low-intensity warfare.” Since its
murderous war against that country in 1991,
the U.S. government has maintained “no-fly”
zones over much of Iraq and carried out re-
peated attacks with the aim of replacing the
Iraqi regime with one that is subservient to
imperialism’s interests in gaining a strategic
military foothold in the Mideast.

Tokyo threatens north Korea

Tokyo threatened to end all aid to north
Korea and suspend its $1-billion promised in-
vestment in providing the country with nuclear
reactors and fuel-oil shipments. The Japanese
government claims Pyongyang may test-fire
along-range missile as the pretext for balking
on the agreements. Washington, which main-
tains a massive military presence in and
around south Korea, has backed Tokyo, assert-
ing that the north Korean government might
use missiles to transport weapons of “mass
destruction.”

Basque independence fighters
are released from prison

The Spanish state was forced to release 22
members of Herri Batasuna (Popular Unity),
the Basque pro-independence political party,
from prison after they had served 19 months of
a seven-year sentence. The Constitutional
Court ruled the leaders were convicted under
a 1973 law that was unconstitutional. They
were accused of collaborating with the ETA
(Basque Homeland and Freedom), an armed
Basque liberation organization.

The Basque leaders were jailed for the so-
called collaborative crime of attempting to
show an election campaign video on televi-
sion. The video included the ETA’s propos-
als for a process leading to self-determina-

Students protest Tokyo war moves

Stu;ients protest in Tokyo in late July against Vblll to give legil staitus to the ﬁag and
anthem linked to Japan’s imperialist wars. The legislation coincides with stepped-
up moves by the Japanese rulers to prepare for military intervention in the region.

v.

tion for the Basque people, who are an op-
pressed people in northern Spain and south-
ern France.

Protests force government in
Ecuador to freeze fuel prices

Two weeks of work stoppages and dem-
onstrations involving thousands of taxi driv-
ers, peasants, indigenous people, and other
workers forced Ecuadoran president Jamil
Mahuad to reverse a 13.1 percent hike in
fuel prices. Mahuad agreed to freeze fuel
prices for a year and lift the state of emer-
gency. The president has been planning a $3-
billion austerity program, including the sales
of six generating companies and one electric-
ity distributor, in order to ensure a $400-mil-
lion agreement with the International Mon-
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etary Fund. Inflation in Ecuador is the highest
in Latin America, and the banking system
threatens to collapse.

Mahuad first tried to raise the price of fuel
in March, but taxi and bus drivers responded
with a strike and protests across the country
causing a national standstill. The gov-
ernment’s new attempt ignited a protest in
early July initiated by the taxi drivers, who
were soon joined by the transportation unions
including more than 60,000 truck and bus driv-
ers. A general strike was called by the Patri-
otic Front, an umbrella organization of union,
indigenous, students, and community organi-
zations, in support of the transportation work-
ers. Thousands of peasants marched into Quito,
the capital city, to joint the protests.

One of the main indigenous organizations,
Conaie, joined in by blocking the highways,
stopping transportation of produce to the cit-
ies, and occupying public institutions. Banana
workers also joined in the strike.

Farmers in Argentina demand
relief from plummeting prices

As prices for commodities plummet and
debts mount, thousands of farmers marched
into the Argentine capital of Buenos Aires
July 21, demanding compensation from the
growing agricultural crisis there. As long col-
umns of buses and trucks packed with demon-
strators snarled the city, hundreds of cops stood
behind metal barriers. The protesters, who
charge the government with ignoring farm fore-
closures and layoffs, called on the government
to lower taxes, particularly gas and auto lev-

ies, and reduce highway tolls they must pay to
bring their goods to market. The farmers also
want relief from debt financing. Farmers were
joined by farm workers and transport workers,
who carried out a strike in early July over im-
posed taxes. After a three-day strike by farm
workers inApril, the government of President
Carlos Menem said it is working on measures
to ease the crisis.

Virginia abortion ban lifted

U.S. District Judge Robert Payne stuck
down a Virginia law that would ban a late-
term abortion procedure dubbed partial birth
abortion by opponents of a woman’s right
to choose. The law, Payne ruled July 16,
was dangerously vague and violated the
due process clause of the 14th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution. Payne also noted that
it did not contain an exception for abortions
performed when a woman’s life or health is in
jeopardy. Virginia state attomey general Mark
Earley, an opponent of a woman’s right to
choose, said he would appeal the decision.

Virginia is one of 28 states that have at-
tempted to ban the late-term abortion pro-
cedure. But in 20 of those states these laws
have been blocked or severely limited by
the courts. Indiana, Kansas, Mississippi,
Oklahoma, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, and Utah have laws still in ef-
fect.

Prisoner dies while fighting fire

An man incarcerated in a state prison died
before dawn July 18 while fighting a wildfire
in southern California. He was one of about 50
prisoners who were put to work fighting the
2,000-acre brush fire. The inmate was using a
chainsaw in the dark when he fell from a 150-
foot cliff, according to Ventura County offi-
cials. State prison inmates are commonly used
to fight wildfires in California.

Florida rulers execute again

Blood formed a puddle on Allen Lee
Davis’s chest as he was executed at the
Florida State Prison in Starke, Florida, July
8. While prison officials said it came from a
nosebleed, Dr. Michael Bell, chief deputy
medical examiner in Miami-Dade County,
said people who are electrocuted don’t usu-
ally bleed. The July 8 execution was the first
in Florida in 15 months and the first in a new
electric chair. The older one, nicknamed “Ol’
Sparky” was replaced after 76 years. The grue-
some scene sparked renewed calls by some
politicians to replace the electric chair with
lethal injections. The American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Florida has called for a halt to
executions.

Less than two weeks later at the same
prison, an inmate on death row in Tallahassee
was apparently killed by prison guards. Frank
Valdez, 36, was found dead in his cell. He had
broken ribs and boot marks on his body. Nine
guards at the prison have been suspended pend-
ing an investigation; one of their lawyers
claimed Valdez killed himself.

— MEGANARNEY
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Iceland farmers are
pressed by bankruptcy,
glut in farm products

BY GYLFI PALL HERSIR
AND ARNAR SIGURDSSON

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — About 90 fami-
lies in Thingeyjasysla, in the northeastern
part of Iceland, are facing problems as the
local Cooperative Thingeyinga (KTH), one
of the last farmers cooperatives in the coun-
try, goes under. It has already been divided
into “beneficial” and “non-beneficial” sec-
tions, and the profitable ones are being sold
to private partners. What happens with the
farmers’ credit remains an open question.
Their products have been sold by and
through the co-op for credit against pur-
chases of fertilizer and other goods through
the same co-op.

Farmers cooperatives were founded in
Iceland at the end of last century with the
aim of facilitating commerce for the rural
population: marketing their products, mak-
ing goods cheaper, and helping win new
markets abroad.

Until about 15 years ago, amalgamated
cooperatives ran stores in most Icelandic
towns. They also operated plants to process
fish and lambskin, produce clothing, and
more.

The KTH cooperative buys all the milk
and meat (mainly sheep, as well as beef and
pork) from the farmers. KTH has 2,000
members, farmers, and others. It operates a

dairy, slaughterhouse, packinghouse, and
department store. KTH also held shares in
different businesses.

In May the cooperative halted all opera-
tions and farmers could not get any money.
Sigurdur Jonsson, a retired farmer at
Ystafell, told Militant correspondents the
farmers may not receive anything for their
milk delivery of the last five weeks and that
the money kept in the cooperative in order
to buy fertilizer may be lost. They were
forced to agree to sell the dairy facility to
another dairy cooperative and the meatpack-
ing operation to a bank.

Farmer Kari Thorgrimsson at the Gardur
farm has 170 sheep and 17 cows. Besides this
he catches and smokes trout. Like many other
farmers, Thorgrimsson now has to work other
jobs; he travels around to shear sheep.

Thorgrimsson thought that a farmers dem-
onstration in Brussels earlier this year was
the most important event of the decade. In
particular he appreciated that farmers came
from many countries. He noted the media
in Iceland paints farmers as backward, say-
ing it is “important to overcome the divi-
sion between farmers and workers. We have
been taught workers are always making de-
mands. But we should work together.”
Thorgrimsson also commented, “A concept
of free trade is being used as a whip on farm-

Militant

Kari Thorgrimsson, farmer at Gardur in Thingeyjarsysla, Iceland, explains farm crisis.

ers. In one sense it is okay to open up trade
for fammers’ products with other countries.
But then farmers have to build our own or-
ganization, collaborating internationally.”

Olof Asgeirsdottir runs a farm together
with her brother’s family at Vogar. Aside
from the farm, they are self-employed in
tourism. She said they were worried because
they had made investments to attract tour-
ists to their farm. She expected some farm-
ers will be forced off their farms because of
the bankruptcy of KTH.

Agriculture accounted for only 2 percent
of the national income in Iceland in 1998,
down from 5.1 percent in 1980. Around 5

percent of the workforce are employed in
agriculture today, compared to 8 percent in
1980 and 16 percent 1960.

In face of a crisis of overproduction, farm
quotas were initiated in agriculture in Ice-
land in 1979, with the aim of cutting the
number of sheep in the country from about
900,000 to 500,000. This pushed many
farmers from their farms in the 1980s. In
more recent years, farmers have been al-
lowed to buy and sell quotas for raising
sheep and cows.

Sigurdour Haraldsson contributed to this
article.

Fish workers protest job losses in Iceland

BY SIGURLAUG GUNNLAUGSDOTTIR

THINGEYRI, Iceland — Ninety workers
in this small fishing town of 400 residents
have lost their jobs because their employer,
the fish processing company Raudsida, has
closed and its future is uncertain. Around 60
of the workers are young Polish immigrants
who have been here less than two years.

Raudsida had operated fish processing
houses in three other towns on the northwest-
ern peninsula of Iceland that have now closed,
leaving almost 300 workers unemployed.
More fish processing workers will be unem-
ployed soon as other companies begin annual
shutdowns related to the fishing quota sys-
tem. The “quota year” begins September 1,
and by mid-summer the quota is filled. But
this year several of those companies seem to
have growing financial problems.

An unusually high percentage of the resi-
dents on the northwestern peninsula are
immigrant workers, many from Eastern
Europe. Over the last 20 years an especially
large number of workers from Poland have
come on one-year contracts. Many of them
have settled and brought their families.

“We have tried this before,” said
Gunnhildur Eliasdéttir, a woman in her 40s
who has always lived here. She said many
people have moved away and the govem-
ment doesn’t seem to care whether people
live there or not. When the crisis hit

Raudsida at the beginning of June and work-
ers realized they were not going to get paid,
they organized to sit down in the cafeteria.
“I was worried about all the Polish workers
they brought here on contract, that they
wouldn’t stand with us,” Eliasdoéttir said. But
“they were even more up in arms than we
were. We wanted the owner to come and tell
us what was going on and he said he would
come the following day. We thought we
would go back to work and have the meet-
ing the next day, but the Polish workers said,
‘No! If he can come tomorrow, he can come
today.” And he came.”

But no salaries were paid and the plant
closed. Workers are guarantied their sala-
ries by the state in case of bankruptcy, but it
always takes time. The union board decided
that those workers who need it can receive
loans from the union fund to buy food. “The
Polish workers have no credit card and no
bank grants them a loan,” said Eliasdottir.
She criticized the media, which made a big
fuss about the union fund and tried turn the
situation on its head, claiming the union was
lending the company money.

One Polish worker, Darek Bochra, re-
sponded to this reporter’s request to meet with
him by organizing about a dozen very young
Polish workers to come to the apartment
where he lives with his brother and cousin.
They all hope to get their pay and unemploy-

ment benefits if production doesn’t start up
again, but are not sure what will happen. They
are not planing to return to Poland. Joanna
Eliza Wrona, who graduated from high
school just before she came here, said, “There
is no work to be found in Poland.”

Apart from the question of whether these
workers will be able to receive unemploy-
ment benefits, they have been working on a
contract with this particular company and
their immigration status is not settled.

Meanwhile, about 50 kilometers from here
in Isafjérdur, seven workers and the union
Baldur were recently charged by the Central
Organization of Employers with obstruction
and damage during a six-week strike in May-
June 1997. The bosses are claiming large
compensation for the strike, during which the
union organized pickets at harbors all over
the western peninsula and down the coast to
Reykjavik in the south.

One of the places the fishing companies
involved in the strike decided to test was
Thingeyri. “We were not on strike because
there was no work at the time,” said
Eliasdottir. “Then they sent a trawler that was
originally from here, with several workers
from here, to be unloaded. But we did not
allow it”

This reporter also spoke with two of the
workers who had been charged, Adalheidur
Steinsdottir and Trausti Agustsson. They

South Yorkshire farmers discuss rural crisis

BY PAUL DAVIES

MANCHESTER, England — “We lose
£5—£6 on every sheep that we sell and £10—
£16 on every pig,” said Charles Hague, a
livestock farmer from Morley in south York-
shire. “We’ve stuck with the pig farming as
long as we can, and now we’re going to have
let that side of the farm go.” Hague farms
350 acres and also raises cattle. He explained
that his other business, a small road haulage
firm, is currently subsidizing his farm.

The drop in prices was a hot topic among
farmers arriving at the Wharfdale livestock
market in Otley, just north of Leeds. “It’s
not just the seasonal drop in lamb prices —
we expect that — but the long-term collapse
of prices over a couple of years,” said Ben
Atkinson during a visit by Militant corre-
spondents. “The seasonal drop in lamb
prices has gone from £40 to £34 in a week,
but a year ago it was £60.” Atkinson raises
70 sheep and 20 suckler cows on a small
area of land, just 35 acres. He also runs the
market at Otley. “The market was started in
1893 as a cooperative, but its now a limited
company that makes a small profit,”

Atkinson said. “However the only people
that can become shareholders in the busi-
ness are farmers and local butchers, no su-
permarkets or abattoirs (slaughterhouses).

“There is no reflection of the seasonal
drop in prices we take for the sheep we raise
and what the supermarkets charge the cus-
tomers,” he added. “Go and check the su-
permarket prices for yourselves — and
you’ll see”

“Farmers are very resilient and it takes a
lot to push us off the land, but that is what is
beginning to happen,” Atkinson said. He
described how a tenant farmer he knew had
decided to sell his stock and machinery and
started to train as a forklift driver in a po-
tato processing plant. “He has no land as an
asset, and he was only able to get half of
what he could have a year ago for all his
stock.”

This farmer is not alone; Richard Brooke,
another tenant farmer who comes from
Warth-on-Dearne, near Rotherham, said,
“My accountant has recommended that I
close the business down because we think
we are going to lose £35,000 this year. He

thinks we will not be able to pay off a
£50,000 overdraft because, apart from the
livestock, we have hardly anything to sell.”

“More and more farmers are only farm-
ing part-time and are subsidizing loss-mak-
ing farms by working,” noted Hague.

The hold the major supermarket chains
have over the prices farmers get for their
produce is a source of frustration. Atkinson
described how supermarkets are trying to tie
individual farmers to year-long contracts,
dubbed “farm assured schemes,” cutting out
the sale of farm produce through local mar-
kets. Under these schemes farmers have to
let their farms undergo inspection from the
supermarkets every year and often only get
contracts for the best cuts of meat from their
livestock.

“It takes 60 days to get paid by a super-
market that you sell to, but the supermar-
kets demand immediate payment for the
goods that they sell to customers,” said Tom
Gutchin.

Paul Davies is a member of the Transport
and General Workers Union in Manchester:

were both laid off from where they worked
before the strike. Steinsdéttir has two part-
time jobs today. Agustsson has several jobs
and his wife was illegally fired from the
same plant during maternity leave.

Steinsdottir explained the charges are
based on news reports and newspaper ar-
ticles on picketing at harbors where the lo-
cal unions were not involved by formal de-
cision. “No industrial union supported us
formally. We were even attacked by leaders
of big unions for receiving and making pub-
lic declarations of support from members
of their unions,” said Steinsdottir. Although
many companies closed shortly after the
strike and many have moved on to other
parts of the country, both workers said that
few regret having gone through that strike.

Three Young Socialists visited the area
July 24-25 and spoke with Sigridur
Bragadottir, one of the workers who was
charged. “We have to win this case,” she
said, “or the right to strike will be hurt.” She
stressed that they received a lot of material
and moral support during the strike. She
gave the example of an older woman who
had gotten a little extra for her pension, so
she sent the check to the strikers.

Young Socialists Olof Andra Proppé and
Ogmundur Jonsson contributed to this ar-
ticle.
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Puerto Rico protests

Continued from front page
in jail on trumped-up charges.

Solis was framed by the U.S. government
based on the testimony of FBI informer
Rafael Marrero and a slew of FBI agents who
accused him of involvement in the 1992
bombing of a U.S. military recruiting facil-
ity in Chicago. The other 16 advocates for
Puerto Rico’s sovereignty behind bars in the
United States are serving sentences of up to
105 years.

Young Puerto Ricanindependentistas and
others came in two buses from Chicago, and
two others from Philadelphia and Camden,
New Jersey. Protesters also drove from Or-
lando, Florida, New York, Cleveland, Ohio,
and elsewhere, as well as coming from the
Washington, D.C. area.

‘It’s about time to speak out’

Marcolo Bethea, a young Puerto Rican
from New York, didn’t know about the pro-
test, but joined in when he passed by visit-
ing the capital. His grandmother is from
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Puerto Rico:
Independence Is

a Necessity
Rafael Cancel Miranda
In two interviews, Can-
cel Miranda — one of
five Puerto Rican Nation-
alists imprisoned by
Washington for more
than 25 years until 1979
— speaks out on the
brutal reality of U.S. co-
lonial domination, the
~ campaign needed to
free 16 Puerto Rican po-
litical prisoners, the ex-

ample of Cuba’s socialist revolution, and the resurgence
 of the independence movement today “n Eng!nsh and

f Spamsh $3.00

, Ava;labfe at beakstoms kstecf on page 12.

independence is
a necess:ty

Rafaei &mcei Miranda

Vieques. “I saw this and I thought it’s about
time,” Bethea said. The Puerto Rican politi-
cal prisoners “have got to be freed. Why
won'’t they free Puerto Rico?”

Luis Diaz drove 14 and a half hours with
a vanload of others from Orlando, Florida.
He explained they came to Washington as
part of the intemational effort “to show that
we want the U.S. military out of Puerto Rico
and our prisoners out of jail.... The move-
ment around Vieques is also important be-
cause people are starting to know what North
American imperialism, especially the naval
forces, are doing in the Caribbean.”

Carlos Lopez, a member of the Union of
Needletrades, Industrial and Textile Em-
ployees in Chicago, came to the protest with
a co-worker. He was impressed with the
rally. “You can see the unity of the Puerto
Rican people for the freedom of their po-
litical prisoners, people who have fought for
the liberation of their country,” said Lopez,
who is from Ecuador. “These people are
showing that with unity you can change
things, including things
like the abuses of the U.S.
against the working class.”

Several speakers ad-
dressed the rally across
from the White House, in-
cluding Marcos Vilar
from the National Com-
mittee to Free Puerto
Rican Prisoners of War
and Political Prisoners.
Vilar read off the names of
each of the Puerto Rican
political prisoners. After
each name the crowd
shouted, “jPresente!”
(Here with us!).

Vilar explained that the
day before, a number of
the activists visited the of-
fices of 60 U.S. congress-
men and senators to ask
them for support to free
the prisoners and to thank
a few of them who sent let-
ters to President William
Clinton about the prison-
ers. Later in the program
several people who had

eolonial rele

inger

About 30 people picketed outside a government hearing in Arlington, Virginia, July
23, protesting U.S. Navy presence in Vieques, Puerto Rico. Later they joined more than
250 people at Lafayette Park in Washington, D.C.

been part of these visits addressed the gath-
ering.

In mid-afternoon the rally moved from
Lafayette Park to picket on the sidewalk di-
rectly in front of the White House, and then
moved back to the park. Seventeen people
staged a civil disobedience action, and were
arrested. Organizers of the protest held an
ecumenical service in support of the politi-
cal prisoners that evening.

Navy faces growing pressure in Vieques

Prior to the noon rally at the White House,
about 35 of the protesters picketed hearings
of the Special Panel on Military Operations
on Vieques. This panel was set up by the
Clinton administration to “...reconcile na-
tional security needs with the concerns of
the people of Puerto Rico about operations
at that portion of the Atlantic Fleet Weap-
ons Training Facility (AFWTF) on the is-
land of Vieques, Puerto Rico.” It was orga-
nized in response to the protests in Puerto
Rico against the killing of Sanes April 19.

As the Navy brass walked to the hearings
they were greeted by chants from the pickets
including, “U.S. Navy out of Puerto Rico!”

Inside the hearings, Marine Lt. General
Peter Pace explained that the 2,000 marines

in Kosova had their last training in Vieques.
With the suspension of live-fire exercises fol-
lowing the outrage sparked by Sanes’s death,
“We are facing a real-time strategic crisis”
with the lack of training for combat missions.

Former congressman Lee Hamilton asked
Vice Admiral William J. Fallon, one of those
testifying at the hearing, “We heard from
the govemor of Puerto Rico and other po-
litical leaders there. Their assessment is that
there is unanimous sentiment among the
people of Puerto Rico that there is a serious
problem with the Vieques situation. What is
the Navy’s assessment of this?”

Fallon answered, “Sir, the Navy deals in
facts, not sentiment.”

Hamilton replied, “What people think is
a fact and they have consequences,” he said.
“Are you aware, sir, of the consequences of
the Navy failing to make any substantial
changes in the situation there?”

The next day, July 24, the panel moved
to Vieques to hear testimony from a dozen
community leaders there. They were greeted
by hundreds of protesters chanting,
“Vieques si, Marina no!” (Vieques yes,
Navy no!) and “Navy, criminals!”

Greg McCartan contributed to this article.

Women miners, supporters hold 21st conference

BY ALYSON KENNEDY

DES MOINES, Iowa — The 21st Na-
tional Conference of Women Miners and
Supporters was held in Des Moines, lowa,
June 25-27. The conference was sponsored
by the Coal Employment Project and the
CEP’s Iowa support group. It was endorsed
by the United Mine Workers of America
(UMWA).

Since 1977 the CEP has fought to get
women hired in the mines, many times

through affirmative action lawsuits. The or-
ganization has also helped women maintain
mine jobs once they are hired.

Miners, former miners, and others at-
tended this year’s conference. One third of
the gathering were working miners, out of
the 45 total in attendance. The largest del-
egation, seven miners who are Native Ameri-
can, drove all the way from Kayenta, Ari-
zona. They work at a Peabody strip mine on
the Navajo Nation and are members of

UMWA Local 1924.

Darlene Benally, recording secretary of
UMWA Local 1924, said they valued the
CEP because “there still is a lot of harass-
ment in the workplace. The bosses make
comments that women aren’t strong enough
to do ‘male’ work and they don’t provide
bathrooms for the women.” Benally said
there are 13 women who work at the
Kayenta mine, 6 of whom attended the con-
ference.

Tehran papers review Malcolm X in Farsi

Below are English translations of two re-
views of the Farsi translation of the Path-
finder title Malcolm X Talks to Young People.
The book was published by Talayeh Porsoo
Publications in Tehran, Iran, early this year
in a run of 2,000.

The first review was published in the Te-
hran daily Kar va Kargar (Work and
Worker), which is associated with Khane
Kargar (Workers’ House), an offshoot of the
workers shoras (councils) formed during the
Iranian revolution. The second one is from
the Tehran daily Khordad (a month in Ira-
nian calendar), where the review appeared
in the back page with a color photo of the
cover of the Farsi book with Malcolm’s pic-
ture. Kar va Kargar’s review also accompa-
nies a photo of the cover.

In addition to Kar va Kargar and
Khordad, the Tehran daily Sobhe Emrooz
(This Moming), published a two-paragraph
description of the book taken from its intro-
duction in the July 14 issue. Two other pub-
lications announced the publication of the
book: the Tehran daily Hamshahri (Towns-
man) on July 12, and the July issue of the
monthly Hoghooge Zanan (Womens’
Rights).

The monthly Jahane Ketab (The Book
World) under the section on Politics and
Economy wrote a brief description of the
four Farsi titles recently published by
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Talayeh Porsoo — Malcolm X Talks to
Young People; Imperialism’s March Toward
Fascism and War by Jack Barnes; Social-
ism and Man in Cuba by Emesto Che Gue-
vara and Fidel Castro; and Women s Libera-
tion and the African Freedom Struggle by
Thomas Sankara.

Pathfinder Press distributes these books
internationally. For a list of all Farsi titles
please see the 1999 Pathfinder Catalog.

K2
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Kar va kargar
June 20, 1999

This book is a collection of speeches by
Malcolm X from the United States, Britain,
and Africa translated by Masoud Saberi and
published by Talayeh Porsoo. Malcolm X was
a revolutionary fighter and Moslem who be-
longed to the oppressed Black people of
America. Those who have read the autobi-
ography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley know
that Malcolm X’s early childhood, his juve-
nile years, and even his youth were filled with
many hardships, deviations, and injuries.
Then his life changed when he met a fighter
in prison. After this his ideas and beliefs be-
gan to be transformed, so much that he chose
Islam, made pilgrimage to Mecca, and
changed his name to Malik El-Shabazz.

Since in his youth Malcolm X went
through so many intense and instructive ex-

periences, undoubtedly his speeches will be
instructive to the youth. Although more than
three decades have past since he was assas-
sinated, Malcolm’s speeches still have pre-
served their freshness, are filled with revo-
lutionary ideas, and are calls to action.
Well done, lively photos add to the attrac-
tiveness of this collection of speeches. By
looking at the photos and reading the
speeches one is taken to the historic period
in which Malcolm X spoke and fought.
We recommend studying this book to ev-
eryone interested, especially the young people.
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Khordad
June 6, 1999

Malcolm X Talks to Young People is a col-
lection of one interview and four speeches
by Malcolm X that were given in the last
months of his life in Ghana, Britain, and the
United States.

The book was first published by Path-
finder Press in New York in the English lan-
guage and is published here in Farsi for the
first time.

Malcolm X says, “The young generation
of whites, Blacks, browns — you’re living
at a time of revolution, a time when there’s
got to be change. People in power have mis-
used it, and now there has to be a change
and a better world has to be built.”

As in previous years, the CEP conference
featured presentations by workers involved
in struggle. Titan Tire strikers from Des
Moines addressed the meeting. Linda Bur-
gess talked about the year-long strike against
Titan, and described the encouragement they
had gotten for their fight by going to a Free-
man United Coal miners strike solidarity
rally last year.

“The miners’ picket line had a sign with big
letters that read ‘Scab of the Week.” Every week
there would a different name on it. When I
came back to Des Moines we put a ‘Scab of
the Week’ sign in front of Titan. The sign was
there for two days and it was stolen. Titan hated
that sign,” Burgess told the conference.

The 21st conference passed a resolution
to send a letter of support to UMWA Local
1984 then on strike against the Deserado
mine in Colorado and to go back to local
unions to get solidarity for the strike (see
article on page 10).

Among other speakers at the conference
were UMWA intemational president Cecil
Roberts and Bill Brumfield, UMWA Intema-
tional Executive Board member from Illinois.

The conference concluded with a business
meeting on June 27. A proposal from the
board of directors of the CEP to dissolve
the organization and no longer hold annual
conferences was approved by a majority of
those in attendance. Linda Lester, chair of
the board, said that because there is no hir-
ing taking place in coal mining the CEP is
not able to get funding to continue operat-
ing.

Although there was not much discussion
of the board’s perspective to shut down the
organization, one participant explained from
the floor that there was hiring going on that
includes women, and that women miners
still needed the CEP. A working miner from
West Virginia, said that without the CEP, it
would be harder on women in her local.
During informal discussion examples raised

by conference participants pointed to a

younger generation and women getting jobs
in the mines today in several states.



— YOUNG SOCIALISTS AROUND THE WORLD

YS members join teams to
talk with textile workers

This column is written and edited by the
Young Socialists (YS), an international or-
ganization of young workers, students, and
other youth fighting for socialism. For more
information about the YS write to: Young
Socialists, 3284 23rd St., San Francisco,
California, 94110.Tel: (415) 824-1429.

E-mail: 105162.605@compuserve.com

BY GABRIEL CLARK
ANDAIDEN BAKER

On July 13, a team consisting of members
of theYoung Socialists and the Socialist Work-
ers Party from Birmingham and Atlanta began
a trip to meet workers at textile mills through-
out the South. The team was organized in light
of the recent unionizing victory of textile work-
ers at Fieldcrest Cannon (now Pillowtex) in
Kannapolis, North Carolina.

The team met at Auburn University, where
we set up a Pathfinder literature table to sell
the Militant and books to students. We sold
six copies of the Militant newspaper and a
copy of The Struggle Is My Life by Nelson
Mandela. Young Socialists were able to meet
and discuss various issues surrounding youth
today with two Auburn students. One student
was eager to hear about the Militant Labor
Forum on textile workers struggles that had
just taken place in Birmingham, and to dis-
cuss more with YS members. We are going
back to have a class with him and others on“A
Sea Change in Working-Class Politics,” the
first section in Capitalism’s World Disorder:
Working-Class Politics at the Millennium.

From Auburn, the team went to the
Fieldcrest Cannon mill in Phenix City, Ala-
bama. There we sold eight copies of the Mili-

tant to workers.

After spending the night inAtlanta, the team
left for the Fieldcrest Cannon mills in
Kannapolis. We sold 14 copies of the Militant
to workers there, who brought the Militant into
work to share it with co-workers and also gave
us a good taste of their recent victory. And we
got a feel for the various view points on the
recent events.

Union supporters are gearing up for the next
round in the fight — getting a first contract.
They are not waiting around for the National
Labor Relation’s Board to decide that they
won the June 22-23 union election — but are
continuing to organize inside the mill. The
UNITE union hall on the main street in
Kannapolis is active and a union meeting was
being planned.

Some workers who voted for the union re-
main skeptical of what the union will provide.
Several young workers expressed that they will
be happy if winning the union gets them a
raise. Some workers said they hated the job so
much that they did not bother to vote

At the second Fieldcrest Cannon plant,
where we sold five copies of the Militant, we
met a worker who told us, “All I can say is that
I’m glad we got the union. It means a lot to
us.” In the last election a majority of workers
in this plant were opposed to the union. Work-
ers reported that the company practice of “de-
valuing the looms” making weavers work more
looms while lowering wages had convinced
many workers that their only hope was to join
the fight for a union.

Since the team visited Kannapolis, the
NLRB began hearings on July 27 on the elec-
tion at Pillowtex.

After Kannapolis, the team traveled to
Greensboro, North Carolina. In the morning,
we went to Cone Mills, which makes denim
cloth. There, we sold five copies of the Mili-
tant newspaper. In the afternoon, we set up a
Pathfinder literature table at the University
of North Carolina at Greensboro. Despite the
lack of traffic due to the reduced number of
classes, we were able to sell six Militants.

Later that afternoon, the team went to Eden,
North Carolina to the Karastan mill where rugs
are made. Workers there recognized the Mili-
tant from when socialist workers were in the
mill, and purchased nine copies of the paper.

Militant/Dan Fein
Selling the Militant and talking politics with textile workers outside Cone Mills in Greens-
boro, North Carolina.YSers joined this team and others like them across the country.

To conclude the trip, we paid a visit to strik-
ers at Continental General Tire in Charlotte,
North Carolina. We were able to discuss the
different issues surrounding the strike in re-
cent weeks. The unionists told us they were
organizing to get to Washington, D.C., for the
planned solidarity rally for the Newport News
shipyard workers. Strikers bought four copies
of the Militant at the picket line.

During the three day trip, the team sold a
total of 58 copies of the Militant to workers
and youth from around the South through our
various sales at shopping centers, campuses,
and mills.

Caravaners prepare to go to Active Workers Conference

Continued from front page
40th anniversary of the victory of the Cuban

revolution. He took a five-hour bus ride from
Lafayette, Louisiana, to participate.

That caravan from Texas will also meet up
with conference participants driving up from
Birmingham, Alabama.

Socialist workers and young socialists in
Birmingham are making use of the last sev-
eral days before the conference to ensure that
every Young Socialists member and interested
youth attend. As part of this, Y'S members in
Birmingham have organized a class with a
few students at Auburn University inAuburn,
Alabama, on*“A Sea Change in Working-Class
Politics” the opening section of Capitalism’s
World Disorder.

Socialist workers on the East Coast have
continued to anchor teams with co-workers
and Young Socialists to visit and talk with
Steelworkers in the Newport News shipyards.
Mary Martin, a member of the International
Association of Machinists, reports a striker
and his wife — both Militant readers — in the
course of discussing politics and the confer-
ence, referred them to a fight at Newport News,
Inc., a small warehouse that processes mail
orders. Workers there have been trying to or-
ganize into a union. Three of them bought cop-
ies of the Militant.

Some 14 shipyard workers bought the paper
during a two-day solidarity trip of workers
from New Jersey and Washington, D.C. A
young Navy sailor after seeing the “Stop U.S.
gov’t strikebreaking!” headline expressed his
solidarity with the strikers and laid down $1.50
for a copy. As part of the trip they also visited
ameatpacking plant in Smithfield where one
worker recently died on the job from heat
stroke. Sixteen workers there bought the Mili-
tant at the factory gate during a morning shift
change.

Supporters in Michigan are helping plan two
caravans. The possibilities for the first cara-
van began to materialize earlier in the year
“with a worker we got to know again while
doing solidarity with poultry workers on strike
against Tyson in Indiana,” wrote Chris
Hoeppner in a note to the Militant.

“This United Food and Commercial Work-
ers member, a longtime reader of the Militant
who was quite active in the strike, invited us
down last week to a protest against a cop kill-
ing of a Black person in'Louisville.... We’ve
been able to have a couple of discussions with
him and a co-worker of his on Capitalism’s
World Disorder.” That caravan will start in
the coal mining region west of Louisville, and
also swing up to Cincinnati to pick up a few

supporters of the SocialistWorkers Party, “and
then it’s on to Oberlin.”

“The second caravan,” writes Hoeppner,
will begin with an auto worker “who partici-
pated in the educational weekend in Detroit
this past week where we focused on The
Changing Face of U.S. Politics by Jack Bames
and Transitional Program for Socialist Revo-
lution” by Leon Trotsky. “Another leg of this
caravan will come in from Flint, Michigan,
with a worker from a stamping plant who re-
cently participated in a week-long team to
Newport News, Virginia,” as part of being a
regular participant in the socialist summer
school. They will come through Detroit to join
a number of conference goers, then stop in
Toledo, Ohio, to pick up a jeep factory worker.

In Chicago efforts are being made to en-
courage every organized supporter of the SWP
to come to the conference. So far of the 18
supporters there, 10 are definitely going. Two
more are trying to work out final kinks in their
plans. SWP branches across the United States
have been holding meetings with nationally
organized party supporters to maximize par-
ticipation at the Ohio gathering.

Socialist summer school classes have been
fertile ground to win people to attending the
conference. One student leader at DePaul
University, who ran into socialist workers dur-
ing protests against the U.S. government as-
sault onYugoslavia, has attended almost ev-
ery class and has given one of them on a sec-
tion of Capitalism’s World Disorder. She is
going to the Active Workers Conference.

Socialist workers in Atlanta will join a
couple of farmers in Georgia they have worked
with over the past year, as well as a couple of
young workers who are planning to drive to
the northern Ohio event.

In St. Louis, one airline worker at TWA
says he wants to attend the Active Workers
Conference. He has been a part of two classes
on Capitalism’s World Disorder, which he
hosted at his house.

Panels reflect party’s advances

The conference will open with a panel dis-
cussion “that will reflect some of the most re-
cent things vanguard workers have been focus-
ing on in the class struggle,” explained Norton
Sandler, one of the conference organizers and a
member of the SWP’s Trade Union Commit-
tee. “This includes work around the strike in
the Tidewater area of Virginia where United
Steelworkers of America Local 8888 members
will vote on a contract July 30. One of the pan-
elists will speak about mixing it up with these
strikers over the last week in Newport News

and a nearby farm area in North Carolina.”

“Another panelist,” Sandler continued,
“will describe what it was like to be on a bus
with Kaiser workers from Ohio to Virginia,
discussing what’s going on in the working-class
movement in a concentrated way over a couple
of days.

“One of the most important experiences to
get across in the panel is the campaign to sell
Capitalism’s World Disorder. Hundreds of cop-
ies have been sold since it was printed earlier
this year. A panelist will explain how valu-
able the book has been in discussing world
politics with workers and farmers.”

The SWP/Y S-organized summer schools
that have taken place across the country will
have a place in the panel, Sandler said. “The
Young Socialists deployed their forces in three
regional centers: Birmingham/Atlanta, Chi-
cago, and Los Angeles/Bay Area. Some YS
members went to these regions just for the
summer. They got their first jobs in industry,
largely at meatpacking and garment and tex-
tile factories.

“They studied the history of the commu-
nist movement, Capitalism’s World Disorder,
while they joined class-struggle activities tak-
ing place from textile mills in Kannapolis,
North Carolina, to Newport News.

“The panel will also bring up to date
progress made around the SWP financial cam-
paigns launched at the June 1 National Com-
mittee meeting in Chicago. Nearly half of the
SWP branches have decided to move into
smaller headquarters that better fit the local
unit’s size and resources. The Miami and Des
Moines branches will have already moved by
the time of the Active Workers Conference.”

“The final piece,” according to Sandler,
“will introduce the irreplaceable work of the
party’s supporters, beginning with the cam-
paign they are leading to increase their
monthly contributions to the party from a to-
tal of nearly $140,000 a year to $170,000.”

The first day and a half of the conference
are devoted to the first two panels and to talks
by Jack Barnes, national secretary of the So-
cialist Workers Party, and New International
editor Mary-Alice Waters. Their talks will
generalize and draw out the political conclu-
sions of some of the experience described in
the panel discussions.

Classes based on Marxist theory

Then, the agenda will turn to classes that
will add to these discussions by concentrating
on Marxist theory and the generalized experi-
ence of the working class over the past 150
years. The classes are built around unwind-
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ing, reformulating, and answering some of the
central questions that came out of the social-
ist summer schools. One such questiona’YS
member asked during a class by veteran SWP
member Tom Leonard in Santa Cruz, Califor-
nia, was: “Why do party members always pose
broader issues of world politics and social
struggles to co-workers in their work in the
unions, not just focus on trade union tactics?”
A class during the conference will seek to
answer this, drawing on the pamphlet What is
to be Done? by Bolshevik leaderV.I. Lenin,
among other readings.

Another question from the Santa Cruz class
that will be addressed is, “Why did the SWP
return to calling for a workers and farmers gov-
ernment in the early 1980s, a position it had
stepped back from in the previous two decades
in favor of calling for a ‘workers government’?”

The class entitled “Russian revolution: birth
of the worker-bolshevik,” will draw on History
of the Russian Revolution by Leon Trotsky to
answer the question “what is a worker-bolshe-
vik?” asked during a summer school session in
Los Angeles. Some other working titles for
classes at the conference include, “Rights of
nations to self-determination: a Marxist appli-
cation from Quebec to Puerto Rico to Kosova,”
and “Struggle for a proletarian party and orga-
nizational principles of the SWP.”

All out for ‘Red Week’in New York

A number of Young Socialists members,
interested youth, and workers of all ages are
making plans to go straight from the Active
Workers Conference to New York for the Au-
gust 9-15 “Red Week” project to paint and
make other improvements at the Pathfinder
Building. That’s where Pathfinder books, as
well as the Militant and Perspectiva Mundial,
are edited and printed. At least a dozen young
socialists will join in the week-long project,
and more volunteers are needed.

Many members and supporters of the com-
munist movement from the northeastern re-
gion will tum out for this project in New York,
especially on the final weekend. As part of the
week, SWP branches in New York and New
Jersey are planning a class and video showing
by Ma’mud Shirvani on Wednesday, August
11, taking up the history of the 1920 Baku Con-
gress and the role of the Bolsheviks in Central
Asia during that time. That Friday, supporters
in the New York area will hold a Militant La-
bor Forum with a panel discussion on the Irish
freedom struggle. On Saturday, August 14, sup-
porters of the communist movement will re-
lax and celebrate the week’s accomplishments
with a dance party.
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Yugoslavia occupation

Continued from front page

used. “It’s the only way to get rid of
Milosevic, who is to blame for the war.”
Dusan and other leaders of the Students
Union of Yugoslavia helped lead sustained
protests against the Belgrade regime in
1996-97. Last year the group organized can-
vassing throughout Serbia against the sup-
pression of national rights of Albanians in
Kosova.

Dusan said the largest demonstration in
Novi Sad so far took place July 2. That pro-
test action of 10,000-15,000 people was
called by Zoran Djindjic’s Alliance for
Change and a coalition of opposition par-
ties, which include the Union of Social
Democrats of Vojvodina and the Democratic
Reform Alliance. The Party of the Demo-
cratic Community of Hungarians of
Vojvodina also supported the demonstration.
The Alliance for Change also held rallies
July 13 in Zrenjanin and Svetozarevo.

mands there is to free him.”

An alliance of 52 groups has launched a
campaign to collect signatures calling for
Milosevic’s resignation. According to Milan
Nikolic, vice president of Nezavisnost, a
300,000 member union federation free from
government control, about 32,000 signatures
had been collected July 5-12 in 18 towns in
Serbia.

On July 12 campaigners began collect-
ing signatures in 20 Belgrade areas. When
cops threatened the activists with arrests the
effort was suspended. The next day 15,000
signatures were collected without police
interference.

Vuk Draskovic, head of the chauvinist
Serbian Renewal Movement, who has served
in the past as deputy prime minister in the

Novi Sad is Serbia’s third-largest city and
the capital of the Vojvodina region, home to
a large minority of ethnic Hungarians. The
city councils in Novi Sad, Nis, and Sombor
have passed resolutions calling for
Milosevic’s ouster.

Reject nationalism of gov’t oppesition

“The demonstrations are a good thing,”
said Dragan Duric, officer of international
relations of the Confederation of Indepen-
dentTrade Unions of Montenegro. But “the
opposition parties participating in them
present the wrong reason for getting rid of
Milosevic. They are nationalist and say he
should go because he lost the war.” The rea-
son Milosevic should resign, said Duric, “is
that his policy led to war. He is responsible
for 10 years of war.”

Hundreds of demobilized reservists have
been at the forefront of daily demonstrations
in the southern towns of Vranje and Krusevac,
demanding back pay. On July 13 the reserv-
ists, who were activated for duty during the
NATO bombing, moved to block the road to
Skopje. Many reservists and Serb refugees
from Kosova are settled in southern Serbia,
an area where Milosevic has enjoyed signifi-
cant electoral support in the past.

"Some 7,000 demonstrators in Valjevo at-
tempted to force their way into City Hall
July 12. The previous week a protest that
was not organized by any political party
drew some 20,000 people, including many
reservists, who poured into the streets of
Leskovac. They chanted, “Thieves, thieves!”
and “Changes, changes!” It was one of the
biggest demonstrations to date.

Rallies involving thousands of people
have continued there every day since, said
Duci Petrovic, a leader of the Students
Union of Yugoslavia in Nis, in a July 14
phone interview. They are led by the local
Center for Human Rights.

“The demonstration was sparked by the
arrest and sentencing to 30 days in jail of a
basketball player who made a statement on
TV during a game that Milosevic should
resign,” explained Petrovic. “One of the de-
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The Truth aboutYugoslavia

Milosevic govemment and controls the Bel-
grade city council, has also called on
Milosevic to resign. He announced his own
campaign separate from the Alliance for
Change and held his first rally in Kragujevac
July 18.

Devastation from U.S.-NATO bombing

Working people throughoutYugoslavia are
now faced with the disastrous results of the
imperialist bombing campaign. While elec-
tricity and water services are mostly restored,
the massive destruction of the country’s in-
frastructure has left millions of workers with-
out income or the prospect of one.

“We have not seen any money since April,
and are surviving with what an uncle is able
to send from abroad,” said Christina Ranic,
amember of Nezavisnost who worked at the
sprawling Zastava auto plant in Kragujevac.
“Recently we were given some sacks of flour
from the government, but that is all.” She
reports that only a few workers from the
plant have been called in for cleanup.

Meanwhile, Washington has made it clear
that no “aid” will go to Yugoslavia while
Milosevic is in power, cynically dangling
the possibility of reconstruction funds. Clin-
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“We have watched the first large-scale war take place in Europe in almost half a
century.There has been massive, sustained artillery shelling.Air power has been used
to bomb civilian populations in Europe for the first time since the bombing of Dresden,
London,and other cities duringWorldWar Il....All this has been taking place inYugosla-
via. It is a war that has brought to the surface the deepest conflicts among the imperi-
alist powers in Europe and North America since the collapse of the Stalinist appara-
tuses at the opening of the 1990s” — Dec. 3/, 1994
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ton administration officials, aiming to influ-
ence future political developments, have
stated they may only release some funds to
cities where mayors are part of the opposi-
tion forces.

“Clinton said he will not give a penny
until Milosevic goes,” said Dusan. “But our
experience as well as Iraq show that sanc-
tions only-hurt working people. They don’t
help the fight for democratic rights, since
working people’s energy goes to find a way
to survive and not fight for a change in gov-
ernment.

“The U.S. government is hypocritical,” he
continued. “It is responsible for war crimes
from Vietnam to the bombing of Yugosla-
via. It is as criminal as Milosevic: NATO
killed working people with its bombs in
Yugoslavia, and Milosevic killed Albanians
in Kosova.”

“The aid to be sent is just words, only prom-
ises” said Duric. “Only we can help ourselves.
We don’texpect the U.S. government or other
countries to solve our problems.”

Despite its calls for the ouster of
Milosevic, Washington appears concerned
about the forces that are coming to the fore
with these protests. According to a July 12
New York Times article by Jane Perlez, “The
Clinton administration is finding it difficult
to capitalize on the opportunity presented
by the opposition protests.... They are dis-
illusioned with the leaders who galvanized
crowds in Belgrade against Mr. Milosevic
in the winter of 1996-97.

NATO expands occupation

The US-led NATO forces are consolidat-
ing their hold on Kosova with a force now
numbering 34,000 troops. They plan to de-
ploy at least 50,000 soldiers there. This mas-
sive occupation force has carved Kosova into
five sectors, each under U.S., British, French,
German, or Italian command.

The deployment began after the murder-
ous 78-day bombing campaign of Yugosla-
via, which totally devastated most of the
country’s infrastructure and industry. Dur-
ing that assault an intense campaign of “eth-
nic cleansing” carried out largely by para-
military forces loyal to Milosevic, as well
as his regime’s special military forces, led
to the expulsion of more than one-half of
Kosova’s Albanian population. Thousands
of Kosova Serbs who disagreed with
Belgrade’s brutal campaign fled as well.
Most of the Albanians are now returning to
bombed-out villages and homes.

The NATO occupation has provoked an
exodus of Serbs and provided cover for
forces identified with the Kosova Liberation
Army (UCK) to persecute Serb residents in
Kosova. Fourteen Serbian farmers were

Above, a toxic cloud above the industrial
park in Pancevo, Yugoslavia, on June 8, the
day after U.S.-NATO bombs destroyed the
oil refinery there. Left, a July 5 rally in

B Leskovac, Yugoslavia, to demand back pay

for soldiers and others, as well as the ouster

' N of President Slobodan Milosevic.

killed July 23, apparently by UCK gunmen.

The UCK had waged an armed struggle
for an independent Kosova. By the start of
the bombing campaign, however, it had be-
come an instrument of NATO, despite the
firm position of the intervening imperialist
powers against independence. UCK leaders
signed an agreement to demilitarize by Sep-
tember 19 and to form a police force as an
auxiliary to NATO. An estimated 5,000 UCK
members remain armed.

“The relatives of a friend of mine are
among the Serb refugees from Kosova,” re-
lates Dusan. They were held for two days at
the border with Kosova by Serbian police
because the Belgrade regime is trying to
force Serbs to stay in Kosova.

“They were forced to flee by UCK thugs
and gangs from Albania,” Dusan continued.
The UCK is “doing the same thing paramili-
tary troops and other Serbian criminal ele-
ments did to the Albanians in Kosova. Eighty
percent of Serbs have left. NATO troops
stand by — they don’t care.”

Sonja Podrotovic, a representative of
Women in Black, addressed the question of
Serb refugees from Kosova speaking in Ath-
ens July 10. “They receive no assistance in
putting their lives back together again. They
are kept isolated from local people. Like
previous waves of Serb refugees — from
Croatia and Bosnia — this policy has led
each time to them being used by the most
extreme nationalists to fuel the next phase
of the war.” Women in Black has organized
since the early 1990s throughout the for-
merly federated Yugoslavia against nation-
alism and ethnic cleansing.

More attacks on Yugoslav federation

The Montenegrin regime of Milo
Djuganovic, a former ally of Serbia’s
Milosevic, has hitched its star to NATO in
hopes of getting a better deal from imperi-
alism. Washington and the European Union
are holding out a carrot of loans and invest-
ments to spur the process of secession from
the Yugoslav federation, which is now com-
posed of Serbia and Montenegro. Neverthe-
less, mass demonstrations were organized
in Montenegro against the NATO bombing.
The regime has plans for a referendum on
independence and has floated proposals for
issuing passports and a new currency tied
to the German mark.

Belgrade maintains an estimated 25,000
troops in Montenegro. The republic’s
15,000-strong police force is loyal to the
local regime. Duric said Milosevic has
stated plans to reform the Yugoslav Army in
Montenegro into a Federal Police Force. “If
this happens it will increase tensions further
with the possibility of civil war,” he said.

Duric reports that tensions have decreased
since the end of the NATO bombing and
there are no longer army checkpoints in the
streets. “Everyone is afraid of holding a ref-
erendum,” said the unionist. “If it is held now
it will increase tensions.”

When asked about a separate deal with
imperialism to benefit Montenegro, he re-
plied, “The destruction of factories in Ser-
bia by NATO has affected working people
in Montenegro through massive unemploy-
ment, since Montenegro’s economy is inte-
grated with Yugoslavia.”



Irish nationalists to London: quit stalling

BY PAUL DAVIES

MANCHESTER, England — “Those
who demand the decommissioning of IRA
weapons lend themselves in the current po-
litical context...to the failed agenda which
seeks the defeat of the IRA. The British gov-
ernment have the power to change that con-
text and must do so. It remains our view that
the roots of the conflict in our country lie in
British involvement in Irish affairs,” read a
statement issued by the Irish Republican
Army (IRA) on July 21.

The statement was issued following the
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) refusal to par-
ticipate in the executive of the newly formed
Northern Ireland Assembly. UUP officials
said they would not be seated alongside Sinn
Fein, the party that is leading the struggle
to end British rule in Ireland. .

The IRA’s statement targeted the British
government’s “lack of political will to con-
front the unionist veto,” and reaffirmed the
republican organization’s determination not
to surrender their weapons.

Despite heavy use of its armed forces, the
British government failed for more than 30
years to break the struggle for civil rights
and for a united Ireland. This failure led it
to restructure its rule and enter negotiations
with the Republic of Ireland and a broad
range of political parties in the British-oc-
cupied north of Ireland. The process culmi-
nated in the adoption of an agreement last
year that was to have led to the establish-
ment of new political institutions.

Since then the British rulers and pro-Brit-

ish Unionist political forces have continu-
ally pressed the IRA to surrender weapons
in the hope that they can take back ground
and stall the process of political change.

British secretary of state for Northern Ire-
land Marjorie Mowlam termed the IRA
statement as “unhelpful.”

Reginald Empey of the Ulster Unionist
Party claimed the IRA was trying “to bully
and browbeat the British government,”
while the London 7imes ran an editorial de-
scribing the statement, in a quote from UUP
leader David Trimble, as “menacing words.”

The editorial demanded Labour Party prime
minister Anthony Blair back the Unionist de-
mands for the surrender of IRA weapons. It
also insisted the government halt any reform
of Britain’s police force in Northem Ireland,
known as the Royal Ulster Constabulary.

Reflecting the concern among some in the
British establishment that they had given up
too much in the face of the rising resistance
of Irish nationalists, the Conservative party
demanded the government halt the release
of all republican prisoners.

The decision of the UUP to refuse to at-
tend the Northern Ireland Assembly and to
put forward candidates for its executive pro-
voked the resignation of its Deputy First
Minister Designate Seamus Mallon. Mallon
is a member of the reformist nationalist So-
cial Democratic and Labour Party.

The stance of the Unionists reflects their
declining political confidence, following fur-
ther advances made by Irish nationalists. In
the previous weeks residents of the national-
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Irish fighters speak in London in January against rightist Orange Order marches in North-
ern Ireland. Many marches were rerouted this year, reflecting the Unionists’ declining
political strength. At far right, Garvaghy Road nationalist leader Breandan MacCionnaith.

ist Garvaghy Road in Portadown, Northem
Ireland, were able to prevent the rightist Or-
ange Order from marching through their com-
munity for the second year running.

The British government now intends to put
the formation of the assembly’s executive
“into review” in September, and has recalled

former U.S. senator George Mitchell to
handle negotiations between the parties in the
north of Ireland. Commenting on this latest
British schedule, Sinn Fein vice president Pat
Dobherty said, “The one thing for sure is that
we cannot allow the Unionists to use this re-
view as just another stalling exercise.”

Irish republicans fight deportation by U.S. gov’

BY MEGAN ARNEY
AND KATHIE FITZGERALD

NEWARK, New Jersey — Some 30
people packed a court room here June 29 to
support the fight of Irish nationalists Malachy
and Bemadette McAllister and their family
for political asylum in the United States. The
family fled their home in Belfast, Northem
Ireland, after an assassination attempt by pro-
British gunmen in 1988. A

The Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice (INS) recently denied both Malachy,
today a construction worker, and
Bernadette’s claim for asylum, saying the
family would not be in any danger if they
returned to the British-occupied north of
Ireland. The McAllisters disagree.

“There’s a 10-year gap between the deaths
of Pat Finucane and Rosemary Nelson,” said
Malachy McAllister, referring to two well-
known civil rights attorneys murdered by
loyalist paramilitaries in Northern Ireland.
“Obviously that tells you something. There’s
still collusion with the RUC [Royal Ulster
Constabulary] there.... These are people

who are very prominent and fought for civil
rights and the nationalist cause, and if the
loyalists are able to do that to them, what
have they been able to do to ordinary na-
tionalists such as ourselves?”

The INS also ruled that Malachy’s past
convictions were criminal, not political. In
the early 1980s, Malachy was armrested and
detained by the RUC in the notorious
Castlereagh prison on the word of an in-
former. He was threatened until he was
forced to confess to their charges. British
officials used this “confession” and the
informer’s testimony to convict McAllister
of conspiracy to murder a RUC officer in a
juryless “Diplock” court. He served several
years in Long Kesh prison.

With an Irish nationalist record
McAllister, once out of prison, was put on a
short list for harassment by pro-British
forces. On Oct. 2, 1988, “four loyalist
paramilitaries came to the house. They
pointed the guns through the windows,” he
told the Militant. Malachy and Bernadette
McAllister had left on an unplanned vaca-

tion, but Bernadette’s mother and their four
small children were at home.

“When our oldest son Gary [then 11]
looked out the bedroom window, one of the
gunmen was standing at the gate and he
pointed up and literally shot into the bedroom
where the kids were,” Malachy explained.

Although there was a RUC patrol not 100
yards away, it took the police 20 minutes to
come to the house. This gave the attackers
time to make good their escape, as the RUC
claimed to have seen nothing.

Shortly after, McAllister’s police
file, complete with his address, and the weap-
ons used in the attempted assassination turned
up in a loyalist safehouse not far away.

The McAllister family fled to Canada and
filed for refugee status. Their petitions were
denied, Malachy’s due to his previous con-
victions and Bernadette and the children
because, the Canadian government claimed,
they had nothing to fear from returning to
Northern Ireland.

The McAllisters also learned from gov-
ernment files that Canadian authorities had

NAACP holds its 90th convention

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

NEW YORK — The NAACP promoted
restrictions on firearms as a way to prevent
racist attacks on African-Americans and
other oppressed nationalities as one of the
themes at its 90th national convention. Some
3,000 delegates and observers attended the
event held in New York City, July 10-15.
Attendance at the convention dropped about
40 percent from the previous year.

“The [National Rifle Association] used
their considerable influence to block any
effective gun control legislation in the 106th
Congress,” said NAACP president Kweisi
Mfume during his keynote address July 12.
He said the recent racist shooting in Indiana
and Illinois by ultrarightist Benjamin Smith
was the “inevitable result.”

Mfume announced the NAACP was fil-
ing a class-action lawsuit in federal court
against the firearms industry to promote
greater “responsibility and accountability.”
He said the NAACP was not pursuing fi-
nancial compensation from the litigation.
The suit was filed July 16 in the Federal
District Court in Brooklyn, New York.

The New York convention also adopted a
resolution to establish an “official FBI E-
mail address” for reporting “hate crimes”
and “hate E-mail.”

Another major initiative Mfume outlined
in his address was a campaign to press for
the inclusion of oppressed nationalities in a
leading or starring role in some of the 26

new television shows for the fall season. He
said the NAACP would be “calling on ev-
ery member of the House and Senate to sup-
port congressional hearings on whether net-
works are denying” equal opportunities.
One of the workshops at the gathering
included presentations on voting rights and
electoral redistricting, which has eliminated
some Black voter majorities that existed in
a few Congressional districts in the South.
The NAACP announced a campaign to reg-
ister 4 million voters for the 2000 elections.
The convention deliberations took place as
the Boston School Committee voted July 14
to scuttle the city’s school desegregation plan.
That move would end the busing program next
year. At its 1997 convention the NAACP reaf-
firmed its support for school desegregation
plans, including support for busing programs.
One resolution approved by the delegates
called for U.S. president William Clinton to
pardon the court-martialed survivors of the
1944 explosion at the Port Chicago naval base
in northem Califomia. The measure would
alsorestore benefits to surviving soldiers and
widows. All the men handling ammunition
at the military base were Black sailors placed
in labor gangs because of the Jim Crow seg-
regation policy of the U.S. Navy. As result of
forced speed up and dangerous working con-
ditions, a ship being loaded with 5,000 tons
of ammunition blew up July 17, killing 327
men. Fifty of the sailors were court-martialed
and found guilty of mutiny by an all-white

jury when they refused to load ammunition
after seeing the effects of the blast.

The convention included keynote
speeches by two Clinton administration of-
ficials, Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright and Vice President Albert Gore.

Albright referred to the recent U.S.-
NATO assault on Yugoslavia as she called
for using the “lessons of Kosova” to guide
U.S. policy on Africa. She released a State
Department report at the convention titled,
“Arms and Conflict in Africa,” which lays
the groundwork for future U.S. military in-
tervention in African countries.

There was little discussion at the conven-
tion about the stepped-up resistance among
working people such as the strike at the
Newport News, Virginia, shipyard, which
has a predominantly Black workforce. While
aresolution was passed supporting overtime
pay for farm workers in Maryland, the or-
ganization also made a major point of pub-
licly accepting donations from major cor-
porations such as AT&T.

“There needs to be some serious checks and
balances on the contributions we receive from
corporations, so they don’t take over,” said
Tammy Johnson, an NAACP member from
Milwaukee who belongs to the Office and Pro-
fessional Employees International Union Lo-
cal 9. “AT&T is continuously trying to break
the communication workers union, blaming
the union for demanding more raises, when
they raise their rates,” she said.
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informed British intelligence of Malachy’s
pending deportation. The family entered the
United States in the spring of 1996. Shortly
after their arrival they secured legal repre-
sentation and applied for political asylum.
Federal Judge Henry Dogan has granted
the McAllisters a continuation until August
31 to give the U.S. government time to ad-
dress arguments raised by the defense.
Gathering on the courthouse steps after

_ the June 29 hearing, the McAllisters pledged

to continue their fight and asked their sup-
porters to do the same. A McAllister Fam-
ily Justice Committee has been formed,
which Malachy told the Militant he’d like
to see reach out to all supporters of demo-
cratic rights and fighters for justice such as
those in the New York-New Jersey area who
have been campaigning against police bru-
tality. “In the context of my being brought
up in Belfast, losing your first job because
of your religion, I can see the correlation
between my upbringing and what’s going
on in New York with Blacks and Hispan-
ics,” Malachy said. “There’ve been situations
where they’ve been targeted by the police. I
can see the parallels being a nationalist tar-
geted by the RUC.”

The defense committee is calling on sup-
porters to attend the August 31 hearing at 8:30
a.m. at the Federal Building in Newark and to
write letters to Attorney General Janet Reno.

Kathie Fitzgerald is a member of the United
Transportation Union. Larry Quinn, a mem-
ber of the Communications Workers of
America, contributed to this article.
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Newport News strike

Continued from front page

bers to receive and read the entire contract.
Voting will take place at two locations: in
Newport News, and inAhoskie, North Caro-
lina, where a large number of shipbuilders
organized by Local 8888 live.

The July 23 gathering was no ordinary
union meeting. It lasted at least five hours.
Many strikers got there plenty early with
discussions going on everywhere — inside
and outside the auditorium. Going into the
meeting the mood among thousands of these
workers was open minded but determined
to win “a world-class contract.”

“If you don’t stand up for your rights the
company will mow you down,” stated Bill
Bailey, a rigger with 21 years at the yard,
on his way into the meeting.

A handful of striking workers held up
hand-made signs outside the Convocation
Center saying, “Vote No to third-class con-
tract.” They attracted a lot of attention and
some skeptical questions from the workers
streaming into the meeting who knew noth-
ing about the proposed settlement. Since the
resumption of federally mediated negotia-
tions on July 7, the union and company
agreed to maintain a total blackout on the
status of the talks.

There was a strong reaction by many of
those at the meeting against the length of
the proposed agreement: nearly five years.
The 58-month contract would raise the av-
erage hourly yard worker’s pay by $3.10 by
the year 2004. It would immediately hike
pensions for those with 30 years of service
from the current average of $506 a month
to $750 per month, and to $900 per month
by January 2002. The union was seeking a
$3.70 per hour wage boost over three years
and an immediate boost of pensions to $900.

A big point of contention is the fact that
the company can take up to 28 days to call
workers back. Workers will be required to
take a drug test and physical examination
as well as requalifying on their jobs as weld-
ers, pipefitters, and for nuclear work.

“I think they’re trying to push this con-

tract down our throats,” stated Mike Lee, a
material supplier with 12 years at the yard.
“It’s almost the same contract we walked
out over. The pensions went up but the wage
increase amounts to only 62 cents [per hour
each year] — 12 cents more than what we
walked for.”

“I think we can get better than this if we
stay out longer and keep fighting,” was the
reaction from Michael Porter, a pipefitter
with 16 years seniority. “I hope everyone
will say no.”

“This is probably the best we’re going to

Average Wages in the

Federal and Private Shipyards
Average Wage

Shipyard

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii $ 21.74
Puget Sound, Washington $ 19.65
Baltimore Coast Guard, MD $ 17.45
Portsmouth, Maine $ 16.84
Bath lron Works, Maine $ 16.00
Electric Boat, Connecticut $ 15.73
Norfolk Naval,Virginia $ 15.55
Ingalls Shipbuilding, MS $ 14.07
National Steel & Ship, CA $12.98
Newport News Ship,VA $ 12.00
Avondale Industries, LA $ 945

*¥Information from the AFL-CIO

wages at each.

at $12.00 per hour. Avondale
Industries in Louisiana is at
the bottom at $9.45 per hour.
Electric Boat in Connecticut
is at $15.73. Pearl Harbor in
Hawaii tops the list at $21.74.

The previous four contracts
at Newport News prior to the
current proposal provided
minimal average wages in-

get,” commented James Ward, also with 16
years at the yard. “There’s still a whole lot
missing, like no provision for early out [for
retirees].”

Majority Black workforce

Shipyard workers at Newport News, a
majority of whom are Black, are among the
lowest paid in the industry. According to the
AFL-CIO, Newport News Shipbuilding
ranks second to the bottom in average wages

creases — a total of $4.33 over
the past 16 years. This breaks
down into $1.13 per hour in the 1983 contract,
$1.48 per hour in the 1987 contract, $1.72 in
the 1991 contract, and no increase in 1995.

“In five years, we’re still going to be five
years behind everybody else,” stated Gerald
Blose, a mechanic at the yard, in an inter-
view with the Virginia Pilot.

Prince Brown, who has four children, ob-
jected to the fact that under this contract the
weekly cost of his health insurance premium
would double to $23.80. And that’s only for
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Above, members of USWA Local 8888 at on strike Newport News rally in
Richmond, Virginia, June 25. Left, a chart of U.S. shipyards and average

the first year. The contract also fails to re-
store the vacation time and holidays that were
taken from the workers in the last contract.

Workers at the lower end of the produc-
tion pay scale and support employees —
those doing janitorial and maintenance
work — get even smaller raises in the range
of $2.30 to $2.70 per hour, well below the
$3.10 average. “Some people only get a
$2.50 raise over the life of the contract and
that’s not right,” stated Steve Moton, with
10 years at the shipyard. “It’s not a contract
for the future. A lot can happen in five years,
taxes can go up, the cost of living can rise.
A three-year contract is better.”

Virginia is a so-called right-to-work state,
so workers are not obligated to join the Steel-
workers even though the union has won the
right to represent all 9,200 of them. Lead-
ing up to the strike and through the early
days of the walkout, union membership
soared to some 8,000 members — more than
85 percent of those eligible to join. During

Why workers should reject basic steel contract

BY SUSAN LAMONT
AND BRIAN WILLIAMS
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama — United
Steelworkers of America (USWA) members
who work at U.S. Steel and Bethlehem Steel
Corp. mills and mines are currently voting,
by mail, on proposed new five-year con-
tracts. At the end of July, similar tentative
agreements were also announced at Ispat
Inland Inc. and National Steel Corp.; steel-

UNION TALK

workers at those companies will be meet-
ing soon and voting as well. The outcome
will affect contract talks still under way at
LTV Corp., and Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. Alto-
gether some 55,000 USWA members in ba-
sic steel are involved. The current six-year
contracts expire July 31.

Some details of the agreements have been
presented to steelworkers in the form of a
written summary at recent union meetings.
The facts speak for themselves. Steelwork-
ers should vote “no.”

The length of the agreements — five
years — is way too long, as we know from
bitter experiences under the current six-year
agreement.

The proposed agreement at Bethlehem
Steel contains a measly $2 an hour wage
increase over the life of the contract — $.50
in February 2000; another $.50 in August
2001; and the final dollar in February
2003 — the fourth year of the pact. Taken
on top of inflation, the paltry raise in the
last contract, and the massive give-backs of
the 1980s, wages of workers in basic steel
have yet to catch up to where they were 15
years ago. The new contract won’t change
that. In five years we will be making even
less in real dollar terms.

This is especially hard to swallow because
union members know the new lean-and-
mean steel industry has been raking in sub-
stantial profits for the last few years — built
on massive layoffs and speedup. According
to the USWA, operating profits between
1993 and 1997 rose from $10 per ton to $40
per ton. At the same time the steel bosses’
rate of profit continues its long term decline,
so they try to squeeze even more out of us.

Under the proposed contract, probation for
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new hires is nearly doubled, from 520 hours
to 1,000. This means new workers will have
to wait six months before getting full union
protection, a change that can only weaken
the union. In addition, a worker will have to
labor three years, instead of the current one,
before getting some protection from layoffs.
Transfer rights to another mill at Bethlehem
are further restricted. Those taking such bids
will now have to wait one year — six months
longer than the current contract — before
being eligible to bid on other jobs.

There is a substantial gain in pensions for
workers retiring during the next five years.
The minimum monthly pension for a worker
retiring after 30 years would increase from
$817.50 to $1,687.50 a month by Aug. 1,
2002.

Workers who are already retired or their
surviving spouses do not get much help from
the new contract, beyond small, lump-sum
annual payments. There are 172,000 retir-
ees at both companies. For some retirees and
especially for surviving spouses, little is left
of their pensions after medical insurance
premiums are taken out.

The contracts pit gains for those getting
ready to retire against newer workers with
less time and retirees who are already out
of the mills. They set the stage for further
inroads against new hires, who will be com-
ing into the mills by the thousands over the
next few years.

The companies backed off for now from
their demand for some further conces-
sions — such as a two-tier wage structure,
eliminating overtime pay after eight hours,
random drug testing, and further cuts in
union jobs. But the bosses haven’t aban-
doned the fight to impose these things. At
the US Steel/Kobe mill in Lorain, Ohio,
workers are covered under a separate agree-
ment because it is a “joint venture” with a
Japanese steel company. There, the company
is asking workers to agree to work up to 12
hours a day at straight-time pay.

In addition, the contracts maintain and
deepen the class-collaborationist partnership
perspective. The reactionary “Stand up for
Steel” campaign is codified as a permanent

organization — co-chaired by USWA presi-
dent George Becker and a CEO selected by
the companies. It is to be funded by a con-
tribution of $.075 per ton shipped.

The companies’ cries to “save our steel
industry” is essentially aimed at pressing
steelworkers to accept contracts weaker than
we could win by mobilizing union power
on our own behalf. This nationalistic
“America first” campaign launched by the
steel bosses last fall pits U.S. steelworkers
against workers in other countries, where the
effects of the worldwide capitalist economic
crisis are bearing down hardest.

Although many workers at Fairfield Works
inAlabama felt relief when the proposed con-
tract was announced, some of this relief
turned to anger when the contract summary
appeared. A petition protesting the contract
was signed by hundreds of workers at the pipe
mill at Fairfield Works and a demonstration
of about 100 members took place outside
USWA District 9 director’s office.

Some 3,000 USWA Local 1010 members
at Ispat Inland’s Indiana Harbor Works in
East Chicago, Indiana, recently voted vir-
tually unanimously for strike authorization,
in response to company stonewalling dur-
ing negotiations. This is just one indication
of steelworkers’ willingness to fight. The
other USWA strikes going on, from Titan
Tire to Newport News to Kaiser Aluminum,
are another indication of the growing mood
of resistance among workers.

A strong “no” vote will show that many
steelworkers don’t accept that these contracts
were the best that could be won right now, with
no mobilization of union power. It will dem-
onstrate that we want our interests put first,
not those of the superrich stockholders whose
only concern is maximizing their profits. And
a “no” vote will also be a step toward reject-
ing the companies’ anti-imports drive, which
is remains a deadly trap for steelworkers.

Susan LaMont is a member of USWA Local
2122 at U.S. Steel’s Fairfield Works in Ala-
bama. Brian Williams is a member of USWA
Local 2609 at Bethlehem Steel’s Sparrows
Point mill in Maryland.



the course of the strike some 2,000 workers
went back.

‘Let’s talk contract’

International USWA president George
Becker addressed the contract meeting in a
session open to the media. He began his

speech to a chorus of boos from many of

the Steelworkers in the audience. ““You lasted
one day longer,” stated Becker.

Many Steelworkers objected to his use of

the past tense in talking about the strike. He
condemned the Navy for helping the yard
by paying strike-related expenses. Becker

also have the government on their side. The
whole system is against us.”

Alma Thomas, with 24 years at the yard,
stated, “This agreement has already been
signed and endorsed like it’s a done deal. I
feel they shouldn’t have done that until we
approved it. I think it’s pretty good. We prob-
ably couldn’t get anything more.”

One sign put up on display on the picnic
said, “Don’t Vote No. Vote Hell No —to a
five-year contract, to a four-week return
time. We left as one. We return as one.”

“They [the union officials] canceled the
rally in Washington, D.C., because they said

we hadn’t had a paycheck in too long,” stated
Tami Cato who has worked at the yard for 19
years. “If theyre so concemed about us not
having a paycheck then why are they giving
the shipyard four weeks to bring us in?”

Debra Stansfield, with 19 years, said of
the contract, “There’s a lot of good points,
but so many more bad. I have to look to the
future and the long run. We’re putting our
lives on the line and they want to throw pea-
nuts at us and make us mad.”

One striker who didn’t want his name used
pointed out how much he has changed through
the course of this fight. “We’ve gained men-

tally and socially more than financially,” he
said. “I didn’t grasp until lately the impact and
bigger implication of this strike. I’d like to go
to Avondale shipyard where they’re fighting
for a union and show my support.”

Brian Williams is a member of the USWA in
Sparrows Point, Maryland. Mary Martin
and Janice Lynn, members of the Interna-
tional Association of Machinists in Wash-
ington, D.C.; Sam Manuel, a member of the
United Transportation Union in D.C.; and
Salm Kolis, a member of the USWA in Pitts-
burgh, contributed to this article.

vowed that the U.S.S. Enferprise nuclear
aircraft carrier, which is scheduled to ar-
rive at the Newport News shipyard for re-
pairs in early August, will be met by a
floating picket line if the Steelworkers are
still without a contract at that time.

Becker hailed as one of the great events
of the decade the struggle by shipyard
workers in Gdansk, Poland, in the early
1990s, which he claimed brought down
communism in Poland and the rest of Eu-
rope. His pro-war talk hailed the Enter-
prise, which was a staging ground for mili-
tary assaults against Iraq and Yugoslavia,
as “the symbol of democracy.” As Becker
continued his talk along these lines, a num-
ber of workers in the audience shouted out,
“Let’s talk contract.”

Thousands of Steelworkers were set to
march on Washington, D.C., July 23 to de-
mand “Stop Navy Strikebreaking.” The
day before the demonstration, however,
union officials called off the protest, say-
ing that negotiators were close to a tenta-
tive agreement. The mass union meeting
at Hampton University was scheduled for
that day instead. On the evening of July
22 USWA Local 8888 also took down their
picket lines by the shipyard gates. Both
of these moves were quite unpopular
among a large number of strikers.

The union had reserved some 30 buses
to bring striking Steelworkers to the D.C.
protest against government strikebreaking.
In addition, a number of buses were set to
roll from around the country to bring Steel-
workers and other working people to the
action as an act of solidarity and support
for the shipyard workers fight. These were
to include a couple of buses from Charlotte,
North Carolina, full of Steelworkers who
have been on strike against Continental
General Tire since September.

Striking workers resumed picketing at
some gates July 27. A young sailor leav-
ing work that day stopped at the 50th
Street picket line and asked, “Are you guys
on strike or not on strike? The newspaper
says its over.”

“We’re on strike until we vote on our
contract, which is on Friday,” July 30, ex-
plained George and Brian, two pickets who
asked that their last names not be used. “We
don’t have a gate captain or a radio, but
we’re here to let the company know it’s not
over til it’s over,” they explained.

Help build and participate in the

Active Workers Conference

August 5 -8 B Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio

Structuring Party Units and

Trade Union Fractions through Mass Work
... that will be the unifying theme of panels, talks, and classes, including . . .

H Arolling, three-day panel of socialist workers, other unionists, farmers, and young socialists
engaged in land and labor actions, reaching out through the unions to broader social struggles,
and keeping the continuity of the communist workers movement in print.

B Talks by Jack Barnes, Socialist Workers Party national secretary, and by Mary-Alice Waters, editor
of the Marxist magazine New International.

B Classes based on Capitalism’s World Disorder by Jack Barnes, Struggle for a Proletarian Party by
James P. Cannon, and other books. Classes will focus on clarifying questions discussed in
summer schools organized across North America by Young Socialists and the SWP.

Exhibits

H Books and pamphlets will be on sale throughout
the conference — many at special discounts.

H Socialist summer schools, whose participants
combined studying Marxism with carrying out
communist union work in industry and reaching
out to struggles from the strike by Virginia
shipyard workers; to the unionization victory by
North Carolina textile workers; to defense of
Puerto Rican political prisoners, protests against
police brutality, and solidarity with the Cuban
revolution.
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Schedule

H Keeping the arsenal of Pathfinder books
and pamphlets in print. The joint effort of party
branches and union fractions, printshop work-
ers, Pathfinder’s editors, and more than a
hundred volunteer party supporters from
around the world who are organizing to scan,
proofread, format, and reproduce the covers
and graphics of more than 350 titles.

THURSDAY, AUGUSTS
8:00 am - 12:30 pm
1:00 pm - 1:30 pm

Registration

Welcome to Ohio 1999 Active Workers
Conference — Jack Willey

Panel discussion (1st session)
Structuring Party Units and Trade

Union Fractions through Mass Work
e, — Jack Barnes

1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

H Expanding the use of the Internet and
7:00 pm - 10:30 pm

network computing to advance political central-
ization and collaboration in the communist
movement. Preview the new website of the T ~
Militant newspaper to be rolled out soon after FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
the conference! 9:00 am - 11:30 am
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Panel discussion (2nd session)

The Place of the Party’s Auxiliary Organizations
— the Young Socialists and Party Supporters —
in Building the Communist Movement

— Mary-Alice Waters

Classes

Navy still pushes for cuts

An unnamed Navy official quoted in the
Daily Press said the proposed settlement at
the nation’s largest private shipyard will not
affect the agreement the yard struck with the
Navy in the midst of the strike to slash $360 L ‘ |
million over the next five years in labor and
material costs.

Defense Secretary William Cohen made )
clear in a letter he wrote to congressmen :
that the Pentagon is determined to push this
through. “If Newport News can’t demon-
strate lower costs over the next few years,
the Department would be open to more far-
reaching solutions,” the letter stated.

At a USWA Local 8888 picnic held at
the Newport News Park July 25, workers
had a chance to discuss their thoughts since
the contract meeting two days earlier.

“The company used this contract to di-
vide us,” stated Marvin Harris, a welder with
18 years at the plant. “The older guys who
are about to retire got something and the
people in the lower grades who haven’t seen
any raise in years got something. But there’s
nothing in it for many of us in the middle.”

Edward Haynes, who has 20 years in
the plant, said he doesn’t like the contract
but intends to vote for it. “We’ve lost a lot
of money and I don’t see what would be
gained by staying out much longer,” he
said. “It’s not just the company but they

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

SAfQiBRéﬁ,AUSiUST”/" g
9:00 am - 11:30 am  Panel discussion (3rd session)
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm Classes

7:00 pm - 11:00 pm  Organizing to Carry Out the Perspectives of
the Active Workers Conference — Jack Barnes

Launching the Pathfinder Fund
11:30 pm - 1:00 am  Party

SUNDAY, AUGUST8 ™~

(All day) Joint meeting of steering committee members

of the SWP’s national trade union fractions
Meeting organized by the Young Socialists

Workshops for conference participants volun-
teering for the Pathfinder reprint project

Militant/Carole Lesnick

Members of the Young Socialists, at far right, join others in defend-
ing women'’s right to choose abortion, El Monte, California, in June.
Monday, August 9

SWP National Committee meets to discuss how party
branches, organizing committees, and union fractions
can advance the course registered at conference

Immediately after the conference, participants are encouraged to join
a volunteer brigade to repaint and make other improvements in the
Pathfinder Building in New York City. Start making your plans now.

FOR TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER INFORMATION CALL YS AND SWP SUPPORTERS
(at numbers listed on page 12), or call the YS National Committee: {415) 824-1429

SPONSORED BY: Young Socialists, Socialist Workers Party
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- Quebec nurses strike
ends, fight continues

BY JIM WHITTON

MONTREAL — Striking nurses in Que-
bec voted July 21 to reject an agreement be-
tween the government and the negotiators of
their union, the Quebec Nurses Federation
(FIIQ), with three-quarters opposed to the
deal. Even though many were on holidays,
63 percent of the nurses participated in the
vote. Previously, the agreement had been ap-
proved by 62 percent of the 600 delegates of
the union’s highest body, the federal council.

However, on July 24, the federal council
voted to put an end to the nurses strike,
which had lasted in most cases 23 days and
was declared illegal by the government.

Most nurses opposed the agreement,
which did not budge from the government’s
offer of a 5 percent wage increase over three
years and proposed yet another study on
reevaluating the wage scales of nurses with
university degrees and others. Quebec
nurses, who are among the lowest paid in
Canada, were demanding an immediate
raise of 10 percent, followed by an increase
of 6 percent over two years.

Other items in the agreement were either
already in the old contract and hadn’t been
applied, or were so qualified as to be useless.
Many nurses pointed out, there was no back-
to-work agreement. The government insists
on trying to collect the millions of dollars of
fines imposed on the union and the penalty
of two days pay lost for every day on strike.

At a demonstration of 200 nurses in front
of Quebec Premier Lucien Bouchard’s of-
fice in Montreal July 20, Dr. Raby Youla
said, “The agreement does not respect our
demands. They talk about studies but there
have already been a lot of studies.” Yourba

is a doctor who works as a nurse because
she became a doctor in Senegal and her com-
petence is not recognized in Canada.

After the federal council approved the
agreement, they proposed the nurses declare
a truce until the vote on the agreement July
21. But at several hospitals nurses remained
on the picket lines to express their opposi-
tion. Outside the federal council itself sev-
eral nurses demonstrated their disagreement.

On the picket line in front of Notre Dame
hospital in Montreal on July 22, Monique
Lacroix, who has been a nurse for 28 years,
pointed out, “It was unacceptable. We al-
ready had a letter of agreement in the old
collective agreement on the creation of per-
manent positions. They will shorten the va-
cation period only if the employer is able.
They must take out the ifs. We no longer
have any confidence in that government.”
The period of time over which nurses can
take their holidays, which was May to Oc-
tober, will now be May to September.

Sonia Pelletier, who also works at Notre
Dame and is still considered temporary even
though she has worked for two years full-
time, said “I don’t agree” with the decision
of the federal council to end the strike. “Here
we voted that they should come back to our
local meeting and that is not what was done.
What is disappointing is that our leaders
have abandoned us because they were tired.”

The strike began June 26 and was declared
illegal by the Quebec government from the
beginning under Law 160, which was
adopted in the 1980s. On July 2 the National
Assembly passed a second, more repressive
law ordering the end of the strike.

In an interview published in July 10 La
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Nurses on the picket line at Sacre-Couer hospital in Montreal, July 22. Signs highlight
the unionists’ demands for dignity and respect.

Presse, Bouchard declared, “If we give in,
we are finished. Quebec will no longer be
governable. But if we show that an illegal
strike doesn’t pay, there will not be many
who will want to use it from now on.” Re-
ferring to the negotiations under way with
the other public sector workers, Bouchard
added that if he gave in to the nurses, “That
would correspond to breaking through the
parameters, that would give very strong ar-
guments to the 400,000 who are waiting.”
Lacroix insisted, “We are fighting for
wages but also for the quality of health care.
They must hire more people.” Last year
nurses’ overtime was the equivalent of over
800 full time jobs. About 43 percent of nurses
work full-time, 28 percent are part-time, and
28 percent are on call. In 1995, following
massive cuts in federal government funding

Colorado miners settle strike, win gains

BY JEFF POWERS

RANGELY, Colorado — Members of
United Mine Workers of America (UMWA)
Local 1984 retumed to work at the Deserado
mine July 12, ending their two-month strike
against Blue Mountain Energy. The miners
voted 74—14 to accept a contract that was
slightly better than the company’s original
offer. The new agreement included a $1.65
per hour pay raise spread out over five years,
a small increase in retirement benefits (the
company improved its contribution to the
401 K plan), a return to rotating shifts—
something the miners were demanding, bet-
ter contract wording on threats to outsource
union jobs, improvements in accruing va-
cations, and no changes in medical, dental,
and vision benefits. The UMWA was not
able to secure health care for retirees, one
of the major issues in the strike.

The company would only let the union
employees back into the mine after they took
and passed a urine analysis. All the miners
took the test and no miner was told that he
or she could not return to work.

No union miners crossed the picket line
during the strike, but the bosses attempted to
mine coal. “It looked to me like they were
able to get about 20 or 30 feet a day. That is

nothing,” said Local 1984 recording secre-
tary Carol Amy. “It is easy to get 120 feet.”

In June Blue Mountain Energy placed
adds in every local paper in the area offer-
ing to hire scabs. Following the July 4 holi-
day the company began to process applica-
tions. “We heard that they gave physicals
and hired 17 people,” Ed Hinkle, a miner
with 14 years at Deserado, said. “Since they
had not been working, I doubt they were
experienced miners.”

“The company didn’t tell people what
they were getting into,” Hinkle explained.
“When we heard they were interviewing in
Vernal [a town in Utah about 50 miles from
Rangely] the union organized a team of min-
ers who talked several people out of putting
in applications.”

“They were just people trying to make a
living, not demons,” Hinkle added.

“When the company looked like they
were going to bring in the scabs it made a
big difference,” said Lloyd Chavez, another
miner with 14 years. “It worried a lot of
people.” In saying this he echoed the senti-
ments of several other miners the Militant
spoke with.

“A lot of what was involved in this was
respect,” Amy said. “We all walked out to-

Coal Miners on Strike

of Imperialist Decay
Leon Trotsky

Articles reprinted from the Militant
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gether and we stuck together and the union
is a lot stronger because of it.”

Since returning to work the union is fight-
ing to get the company to abide by the con-
tract — something they often neglected to
do before. “One of the guys wrote up a boss
for doing union work the day after we came
back to the job,” Amy said.

Both Amy and Hinkle said what im-
pressed them the most was the solidarity of
the younger workers traditionally called
“green hats.”

“They hired the green hats in the hopes
that they would cross, but they were right
there with us the whole time,” Amy said.
“They had come from the oil fields where
they had seen their benefits taken away and
they wanted to fight and saw that they could

fight.”

to the provinces, the Quebec government
closed nine hospitals in the Montreal region
cutting 15 percent of all hospital beds.

Over and over on the picket lines nurses
explained the overwork and stress they are
subject too because there are not enough
nurses. For Manon Lafrance, a nurse for 16
years at the Riviére-des-Prairies hospital in
Montreal, “The agreement in principle
changes nothing for the daily situation of
nurses on the level of their tasks and work-
load. It puts in danger the survival of the
nursing profession. There is nothing to at-
tract youth.”

The public health system in Quebec was
established in the 1960s as part of the fight
for equality by the Quebecois. Before the
hospitals were private nonunion institutions
controlled by the churches. Health care for
the Quebecois, whose language is French,
was much inferior to that for those who
spoke English. Defending these gains is at
the center of the present battle.

The nurses strike evoked massive sympa-
thy in the population. There was constant
honking and other gestures to show support
of the nurses picket lines. In trying to turn
working people against the nurses, Alain
Dubuc, the chief editorialist of La Presse,
entitled an editorial “Honk now, pay later!”
Several patients joined the nurses picket lines.

Aside from declarations, however, the
officials of the three major union federations
in Quebec, as well as those in the rest of
Canada, did nothing to mobilize this sup-
port behind the nurses.

While the nurses strike is over, there is no
agreement between the union and the gov-
ernment. Nurses union officials announced
they will seek mediation. In the meantime,
hundreds of thousands of other public sector
workers, including many hospital workers,
are negotiating for a new contract.

‘Smithfield worries
about hogs, not people’

BY JANICE LYNN

SMITHFIELD, Virginia — As tempera-
tures soared above 90 degrees, Andrew
Hardy, a worker at Smithfield Packing Co.,
died here July 7 from what was eventually
diagnosed as hyperthermia, or heat stroke.

Hardy, 29, worked on the kill floor where
hogs are slaughtered. This is the hottest part
of'the plant. Hot water is sprayed on the floor
to wash away waste, and hog hairs are
bumed off with flames. Hardy was taken to
the nurse’s office after slumping over, and
died less than two minutes after a company
van brought him to the Smithfield Medical
Center. His family questions why an ambu-
lance didn’t take him.

Three other meatpackers suffered heat
exposure July 20 and were given medical
treatment.

“It ain’t right,” James Eley told Militant
correspondents July 22. “They should have
let him take a break where it was cool right
away. This company is just worried about
their hogs, not the people.” Eley has worked
at Smithfield Packing for nine years and
hangs hams.

Jeff Wengorek, 20, works on the kill floor.
He just got off his 60-day probation.
Wengorek was particularly incensed at the
company’s statement to the media that the
temperature on the kill floor was about the

same as outside. “It’s much hotter inside,”
he said. “More fans should be installed. We
should be allowed more breaks. It takes
someone dying to learn anything,” he said.

“They should give us more breaks, stop
the line more, put in air conditioning, not
work us so hard,” commented another kill
floor worker who was running to his sec-
ond job.

A maintenance mechanic, who has
worked at Smithfield Packing for three years
and had worked for seven years at nearby
Newport News Shipbuilding, expressed his
support for the shipyard workers’ strike (see
front page article). He thought the union at
the packing plant, the United Food and Com-
mercial Workers, needed to be strengthened.
Declining to give his name, he said, “People
don’t feel they can speak their mind here
without being fired. The company was not
concerned about the heat and working con-
ditions, until someone got hurt.”

Smithfield Packing Co. issued a statement
July 20 stating its new policy would be to
give workers three paid breaks and a short-
ened workday when the outside temperature
goes above 90 degrees.

Janice Lynn is a member of the International
Association of Machinists in Washington,
D.C. Dave Salner contributed to this article.



Locked-out Steelworkers: ‘power in numbers’

BY SCOTT BREEN
AND CHRIS RAYSON

SPOKANE, Washington — Hundreds of
Steelworkers and supporters marched down
Hawthorne Road to the main gate of Kaiser
Aluminum’s Mead plant near here July 17.
The 600 enthusiastic marchers kept up a
steady chorus of “No justice, No peace,”
“What do we want? — Contract Now,” “One
day longer,” and several other chants —
some with harsh words directed at Kaiser
and its scab workforce.

Many workers were angered by a ruling
of the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) the day before the march. The NLRB
dismissed all but one of the unfair labor prac-
tice charges against Kaiser filed by the United
Steelworkers of America (USWA). James
Scott, regional director of the NLRB’s Oak-
land office, declared Kaiser’s January 14
lockout of 3,100 union members legal.

The ruling “didn’t faze me,” Joe Ernest, a
locked-out Steelworker, told the Militant. “It
comes down to holding our ground on the
picket lines. Our power is in our numbers.”

Some workers took the ruling harder. Jon
Gilliam, who has worked for Kaiser for 11
years, since he was 19 years old, said, “It
knocked the wind out of me.”

AtaJuly 15 meeting near Spokane, 1,500
workers and family members showed up on
24 hours notice to discuss the impending
ruling and its impact with David Foster,
chairman of the USWA negotiating commit-
tee, and Paul Whitehead, assistant general
counsel for the USWA near Spokane. The
USWA has appealed the ruling.

Gilliam and Ernest were part of a busload
of Steelworkers who made the five-hour trip
to the march from Kaiser’s Tacoma, Washing-

The story behind
Spouses of Steel

MEAD, Washington — “We were
“Wives of Steel,” until a husband of a
woman Steelworker wanted to join.
Then we became ‘Spouses of Steel,’ ”

. Jeanne Jokkel,president of the Spouses ..
of Steel, told Militant correspondents
following the July 17 rally to support
Kaiser Aluminum workers here.

Spouses of Steel initiated and led a
rally outside Kaiser’s plant in Tacoma,
Washington, the weekend before the Spo-
kane rally. That rally was attended by 125
people, many of whom came from Spo-
kane on a Spouses of Steel bus. The rally
and car caravan around the plant blocked
the scabs trying to leave or enter the plant
during their shift change for 45 minutes,
boosting the morale of the pickets.
Spouses of Steel are now organized in
Tacoma, and they are helping to organize
one in Newark, Ohio.

In Spokane, they meet every Tuesday
evening at the union hall. Jokkel ex-
plained that they “started the group on
May 1. There were four of us. Now it’s
grown to about 30.”

“We e-mail all the unions we can find
listed on the Internet and write them
about their lock-out and ask for support,”
she said. The group also organizes a
phone calling tree, calling the workers
by picket group about important events.

Jokkel herself didn’t start off as a sup-
porter of the strike. “The first day of the
strike, I was mad at Paul [her husband]
and the union. I told him to go out and
geta job”

As the strike progressed, she went
down to the union hall for a Christmas
party. “I was overwhelmed by the
warmth and solidarity I felt,” she said.
Then, “I told Paul, ‘I’'m starting a wives’
group.” ” Now, “ I support him and all
the strikers 101 percent!”

During the barbecue, Tony Duncan,
husband of one of the locked-out work-
ers, explained why he joined the group
two months ago. “It gave me a chance
to release the stress and state my opin-
ion,” he said.

The Spouses of Steel are promoting
a fund-raising raffle now, and plan to
organize activities for the children of
locked-out Steelworkers in August.
They are discussing a prayer vigil in
mid-September at Kaiser’s Gramercy,
Louisiana, plant.

— S.B.AND C.R.

ton, plant. There was also a bus of Steelwork-
ers from Reynolds Aluminum in Troutdale,
Oregon, who brought a donation of $2,500.

Washington State police and Spokane
County sheriff’s deputies had a large and
visible presence during the march, block-
ing off the ends of the mile-long route.

Scabs, who work a 12-hour shift, were
forced to remain in the plant past their shift
change, evoking the taunting chant of “Over-
time! Overtime! Overtime!” from the march-
ers. Other scab workers were held up from
entering for their evening work assignments.
Kaiser is trying to keep the plants going with
supervisors, office personnel, and workers
hired off the street. According to union offi-
cials, very few union workers crossed the
picket lines.

When the march arrived at the Mead
plant, the front gate was wide open and
Kaiser’s security guards were videotaping
the marchers. USWA marshals stood across
the gate entrance with their backs to the se-
curity guards to prevent the marchers from
being provoked by the company. Across the
road from the gate, several sheriff’s depu-
ties stood by in watchful silence.

Militant/Scott Breen
Rally in Spokane, Washington, July 17, supporting locked-out USWA workers at Kaiser.

Kaiser Aluminum has locked out USWA
members at five facilities in Newark, Ohio;
Gramercy, Louisiana; and Tacoma, Mead,
and Trentwood, Washington. The workers
had gone on strike at the end of September
1998 when their contract expired and Kaiser
demanded job cuts, the gutting of seniority
rights, and paltry retirement benefits. When
the USWA offered to return to work January
14 under the terms of the old contract, Kai-
ser refused, locking the union members out.

Kaiser is currently trying to keep up pro-
duction, but is running into increasing diffi-
culties. Its aluminum refining plant in
Gramercy exploded July 5, injuring 24 em-
ployees. Its profits have declined dramati-
cally with financial losses of $38.2 million
in the last quarter and another $38.9 million
during the previous quarter.

Although most attending the march were
Steelworkets and their families, there were
also Teamsters and a few Machinists from
the Boeing plant in Spokane. Boeing worker
Kevin Winans said he was there “to right
the wrong done to the Kaiser workers.”

Another group of workers that had been
invited and planned to attend were meat-

packers from IBP in Pasco, who went on
strike a month earlier. The workers, who
ended their strike the week before the march,
were on mandatory overtime for this Satur-
day, and unable to make the trip.

There were also rallies at both the assem-
bly point before the march began and in front
of the Mead factory. A featured speaker was
Gregory Bridges, Jr., a worker at Avondale
Shipyard in Louisiana. Avondale workers,
he said, have waged a hard-fought, six-year
fight for union representation by the USWA.

Also speaking were the USWA presidents
from the Tacoma, Trentwood, Mead, and
Newark locals; a few politicians; Jon
Youngdahl representing the USWA’s Cor-
porate Campaign against Kaiser; and sev-
eral other union officials.

Carol Ford — a crane operator at the
Trentwood Kaiser plant, and a leader of
Women of Steel, an organization of women
in the USWA — also spoke. There are about
125 production workers who are women
among the locked-out USWA members at
Kaiser. “T hired in here when I was 18. I'm
going back in there,” declared Ford. “Not for
me. Not for you. But for the next generation.”

Women of Steel and Spouses of Steel, a
support group initially organized by wives
of the locked-out Steelworkers in Spokane,
played very visible, vocal, and much appre-
ciated parts in the march, rallies, and the
barbecue afterwards.

Spouses of Steel has been very active in
support of the struggle of the Steelworkers
since it was started, on May 1 of this year.
(See box.)

Many workers said the July 17 action was
an important answer to Kaiser, which is hop-
ing that the combination of the NLRB rul-
ing and the end of unemployment benefits
in August will undermine their solidarity.

On July 19 Kaiser faxed a letter to the
USWA requesting a two-week negotiating
session to start August 9, at the end of which,
Kaiser said, it would make its best offer for
anew contract. The company demanded one
condition from the USWA — that its offer,
no matter what, be submitted to the mem-
bership for a vote on September 3. The
USWA rejected that condition.

_ On July 22 the USWA and Kaiser agreed
to resume negotiations starting the first week
of August.

Chris Rayson is the Socialist Workers can-
didate for Seattle Port Commissioner. Scott
Breen is a member of International Asso-
ciation of Machinists Local Lodge 751A.

TWA workers approve contract,
ight on for better wages, benefits

BY BETSEY STONE

ST. LOUIS — “I was fighting to get
something better.” That was the reaction of
ramp worker Rodrigo Castellanos to the
news that all three union groups at TWA —
mechanics and baggage handlers, flight at-
tendants, and public service agents, had ap-
proved the company’s latest contract offer.

When officials of Intemational Associa-
tion of International Association of Machin-
ists (IAM) District 142 announced the re-
sults of the election July 22, they declined
give the vote totals. So workers remain in
the dark about how close the vote was.

What is clear to Castellanos and other
baggage handlers at the company’s hub here
in St. Louis is there is a lot of discontent
among TWA workers with the contract.

When the agreement was first announced
in St. Louis-area newspapers, there were
articles touting the “double-digit” wage
raises as a gain for workers. But, as
Castellanos points out, when workers looked
at the small print they found much of the
raise cancelled by the removal of bonuses
promised in an earlier offer.

“We still remain below the average in the
airline industry,” he said.

In the last three contracts — in 1986,
1992, and 1994 — TWA workers took big
cuts. And they have been working without a
new contract since 1997. Yet no provisions
have been made for back pay.

Jerry Nichols, a ramp worker for 18 years,
was one of many who say they voted no. He
is concerned about the lack of significant
improvement in company contributions to
the pension plan, contributions that were

frozen in 1992 for seven years.

Nichols also pointed out the contract does
not address the problem of forced overtime,
which is getting worse. “We are 60 to 70
workers short,” he explains. “When they are
short TWA tells people they have to work a
double.” New hires who lack seniority are
hit the hardest. Many are quitting over this
issue, Nichols said.

Another issue that concerns workers is a
provision that opens the way for a nonunion
work force at so-called “focus” stations —
stations that are slated to grow in the num-
ber of employees in coming years.

TWA workers have been battling for a
decent contract since 1997 when the previ-
ous contract ran out. In the past 18 months
they have walked off the job three times,
effectively crippling TWA operations.

This is the second vote on a contract in
recent months. The

pressure on TWA workers to accept the lat-
est offer. Prominent politicians in the St.
Louis area, most notably U.S. Rep. Richard
Gephardt, played a role in the negotiations.
Before the workers had a chance to vote,
these politicians, businessmen, area news-
papers, university “labor experts,” and top
IAM officials all lauded the contract as the
best TWA could do.

The highly publicized annual losses posted
by TWA for the past 10 years were a factor in
influencing many of those workers who voted
“yes.” Workers were told that if they voted

no,” they were voting to not have a job be-
cause TWA would be forced out of business.

The new contract runs out in 18 months.
“The fight will continue,” Castellanos said.

Betsey Stone is a member of IAM Local 1487
in Chicago.

earlier offer was going
to be defeated so over-
whelmingly that the
company did not wait
for the vote to be com-
pleted before going
back to the bargaining Er
table.

In the earlier vote
workers approved au-
thorization to strike.
The union also threat-
ened to boycott tar-
geted TWA flights if
an agreement could
not be reached.

There was a lot of
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Meatpackers at IBP discuss
outcome of strike settlement

BYAUTUMN KNOWLTON

WALLULA, Washington — After a month on strike,
members of Teamsters Local 556 narrowly approved the
latest contract offer by meat processing giant IBP, in a
vote here July 7. Union members from the plant ratified
the contract 276258, and the majority of workers returned
to work July 9.

Their fight began June 4 when the meatpackers walked
out of the Wallula plant in protest over the firing of 30
workers who had protested the line speed. The union offi-
cially declared a strike June 8, after a 847—291 member-
ship vote. All 30 fired workers were offered their jobs
back as part of the settlement.

About 80 percent of the workers are from Mexico and
Central America. Others are from Bosnia, Laos, and many
other countries. About 800 of the 1,200 Teamsters mem-
bers at IBP stayed out for the entire strike.

Though several hundred workers crossed the picket line
from the start of the strike and IBP was able to continue
processing some meat, the walkout crippled production at
the plant. The company was forced to ship cattle to plants
as far away as Idaho and Nebraska to be slaughtered, and
truck the meat back to Wallula for processing,

On June 21 strikers rejected anew company proposal by a
vote of 688—51. The company had increased its wage offer
slightly — toa $1.57 an hour raise over a five-year contract.

As the strike continued, IBP mounted a campaign to
hire scabs and pressure the unionists to return to work. The
bosses raised the starting wage to $8.50 an hour and ran
hiring ads widely on local TV and radio stations.

Strikers countered by maintaining their picket lines,
organizing a support rally of 700 people in nearby Pasco
June 19, and sending small teams of workers to Seattle,
Portland, and other nearby cities to publicize their fight.

The new contract was approved at a stormy meeting of

" ments of $700 over two months.

N. X sugar workers win support

“The day of the vote on the contract, the Teamsters offi-
cials told us we had no choice, that we had to accept the
contract,” Violeta de la Cruz, a processing worker, told the
Militant later. “Many of us thought the strike could have
continued longer if the union had supported us, but when the
Teamsters said they wouldn’t support us any more, many
people lost hope. We had no choice then but to end the strike.”

The strikers’ contract demands included a $1-a-year
wage increase during a three-year contract, workers’ con-
trol over the line speed, and higher sanitary standards.

The approved contract guts the trust fund that workers
previously had, replacing it with a 401(k) plan that is based
on employees contributing up to 6 percent of their pay to the
plan. IBP will contribute half the amount of the employees’
contribution. The previous offer, which workers overwhelm-
ingly voted down June 21, maintained the pension plan.

The maximum wage increase under the ratified con-
tract is $1.82 over five years for workers in the processing
department. These workers will get an immediate raise of
$1.32 and the other $.50 of the raise will be spread out over
the five years of the contract. Other workers will receive
raises ranging from $1.57 to $1.74, with the bulk given as a
raise up front. The company is also distributing a signing
bonus to the relatively small number of workers who were
hired before December 1982, to be paid in three incre-

Militant/Don Mackle
Puerto Rican fighters meet striking sugar workers in Brook-
lyn, in July. At far left is fisherman Ismael Guadalupe, from
the Committee for the Rescue and Development of Vieques.

The only provision included in the contract about safety
is the addition of two union-selected people on the plant
safety committee. Both before and after the meeting in
Pasco to vote on the contract there was lively debate about
what was accomplished by the strike and what workers
will do next to continue their fight.

BY DONMACKLE
ANDBETSY FARLEY

BROOKLYN, New York — Strikers at the Domino Sugar re-
finery here are reaching out to win support for their fight to defend
their union. Six weeks into their walkout, members of several
unions, including Teamsters; Laborers locals 78 and 79; Electri-
cians Local 3; the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile

Janine Dukes and Harvey McArthur, a member of United \ :
Employees (UNITE); the United Food and Commercial Workers

Food and Commercial Workers Local 100 in Chicago, con-

more than 500 strikers July 7.

Peasants fight for land in Indonesia

Continued from Page 16
intimidate them at the request, they believed,
of the plantation management.

Under pressure, Santoso gave the peasants a
hand-written letter giving them his authority to
use the land, with legal guarantees to be issued
“later.” With this letter in hand, the peasants
moved into action. Later they discovered the
letter lacked an official stamp and therefore
was of questionable legal validity.

On April 30, they cut down trees marking
the border between their land and the planta-
tion. In addition, to show “that the people had
the power to struggle for their rights” as one
peasant put it, they wrecked and burnt several
plantation houses.

After police arrested 80 peasants April 30, a
smaller group returned to the disputed land the
following day and began felling trees again. This
time the cops fired warning shots and pursued
them back to the village, kicking in doors and
searching people’s houses. Another 40 people
were arrested that day. The police were looking
for specific activists, said Osid, even searching
for one man in the ceiling of his house, and com-
ing back the following day to pick him up.

One of the arrested peasants, Tadjudin, told
us that he had been held for eight days. While he
himselfhad not been beaten by the cops, he said,
many others had been. Seven of those arrested
overApril 30 and May 1 remain in police cus-
tody in Cianjur, charged with destruction of state
property and spreading hatred against the state.

Maol and Osid explained that the peasants
have faced frequent harassment by the authori-
ties since the protests. The cops have confis-
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tributed to this article.

cated every motorcycle in Bojong Terong, claiming that they are not
registered. Motorcycles are an essential means of transport along the
rough roads and narrow paths of the countryside. The cops also patrol
through the village late at night, banging on people’s doors. Shelters that
the farmers had built in their rice fields were burned down, and they had
been stopped from grazing sheep and cows on plantation land.

The plantation management threatened to mobilize the plantation
workers against them if they continued their fight, the peasants said.
The plantation bosses have had some success in dividing the plantation
workers from the peasant struggle by, for instance, promising retired

employees the use of the land.

One of the difficulties they face is the physical isolation of these
villages. No newspapers are available, we were told, and the nearest
phone is two hours’ drive away. Portable generators and car batteries
power TV and radio sets. The only water available is drawn from wells.
The peasants, like other working people in Indonesia, are moving to use
the political space that has expanded after the resignation of the dicta-
tor Suharto last year. Maol explained how they took the district chief’s
April 29 letter to an official at the govemnment agrarian institute. “We
are determined to keep up the fight for our land,” he said.
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(UFCW); Operating Engineers; rail workers; and Steamfitters
have stopped by the picket line on the Brooklyn waterfront to
express solidarity with the striking members of International Long-
shoremenAssociation (ILA).

On July 8 strikers were on the agenda of a monthly community
meeting organized by State Assemblyman Vito Lopez in a church
near the plant. Ten strikers were among the 80 people who heard
ILA Local 1814 Vice President Joe Crimi ask for support against
the company efforts to eliminate 100 jobs and break the union.

Earlier in the day Ismael Guadalupe, from the Committee for the
Rescue and Development of Vieques, and Jorge Farinacci, from the
Socialist Front of Puerto Rico, visited the Domino picket line. The
Puerto Rican activists were in New York to testify on the colonial
status of Puerto Rico before the United Nations Special Commit-
tee on Decolonization. During the one-hour visit, strikers explained
to the visitors the union-busting effort by the company, then gota
report on the situation inVieques by Guadalupe.

The union sent a team of strikers to set up informational pick-
ets at the Domino plant in Baltimore, where the contract expires
in December. Janet Dunbar, a forklift driver at the Brooklyn plant,
spent a week on the team. “We are getting a lot of support from
the union truck drivers and railroad workers,” Dunbar noted.

Don Mackle is a member of UFCW Local 174. Betsy Farleyis a
member of UNITE Local 23-25.
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Internationalization of
working class and the
vanguard role of Blacks

Below we print excerpts from “The vote
for Ross Perot and Patrick Buchanan’s ‘Cul-
ture War’: What the 1992 elections re-
vealed,” presented by Socialist Workers
Party national secretary Jack Barnes, four
days after the 1992 presidential elections.
Itis one of the chapters of Capitalism’s World
Disorder: Working-Class Politics at the Mil-
lennium. In this section, Barnes points to
“five facts that put the working class today
in a stronger position than ever before to
point a way forward for humanity out of the
crises and decay of capitalism.” The facts
he cites are: women in the labor force,
growth of immigrant worker populations,
the vanguard place of workers who are
Black, the universalization of proletarian
leadership, and the weakening of Stalinism.
The book is copyright © 1999 by Pathfinder
Press, reprinted by permission.

from the pages of
Capitalism’s
World Disorder

BY JACK BARNES

The second fact is the growing internation-
alization of the working class. It is not just
that the industrial and urban working class is
growing qualitatively larger and stronger in
virtually every region of the world — Latin
America, Asia, the Middle East, parts of Af-
rica. That is true, and it creates prospects for a
truly world communist workers movement in
ways never before objectively attainable. In
addition to that shift, however, the growing
internationalization of the working class
within the imperialist countries — as well as
in a growing number of the most economi-
cally advanced semicolonial countries — is
unprecedented.

More immigrants have come to the United
States over the past decade than ever before
in history, more even than during the decade
prior to World War . In fact, more immigrants
came to the United States over the past ten
years than to the rest of the countries of the
imperialist world combined. And this is not
because there has been little emigration to
other countries; in fact, there has been a mas-
sive growth of immigrant populations through-
out Western Europe in recent decades. Some
two million immigrants are estimated to have
come to North America or Europe in the last
two years alone....

Like the employment of women, this im-
migration is being forced by economic neces-
sity, by the laws of motion of capital itself. It
is being forced by the dispossession of rural
toilers throughout Latin America and the Car-
ibbean, Asia and the Pacific, Africa, and the
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Middle East. It is being accelerated by the
worsening economic and social conditions of
the majority of peasants and workers in these
countries, by the “successes” of the “market
miracle” in the semicolonial world.

The Patrick Buchanans can talk all they want
about building trenches and walls along the bor-
der with Mexico. They can talk all they want
about massive roundups and deportations, and
even about firing on unarmed workers trying to
cross into the United States. Other Republican
and Democratic politicians can make their
slightly more genteel-sounding proposals. But
nothing will stop the swelling immigration into
the United States and other imperialist coun-
tries. In fact, the anti-immigrant rhetoric in the
mouths of these politicians is not even primarily
intended to stop the immigration. The central
aim is to keep the level of fear and intimidation
high enough so that the level of wages and work-
ing conditions can be kept low.

How do class-struggle-minded workers answer
the trade union bureaucrats’ demagogic cry that
NAFTA will result in losing“American jobs” to
Mexico? There is only one answer: There is no
such thing as an“American job” or a“Mexican
job,” only workers’ jobs. Workers in the United
States have to get together with workers in Mexico
and with workers in other countries and organize
ourselves to defend our interests as a class, as part
of the vast toiling majority of humanity. We must
not support policies that strengthen our common
class enemy. If workers give any other answer, the
bureaucrats and the liberals and the reactionaries
will win the argument. If workers give any na-
tional answer, our exploiters will only strengthen
their power over all those who work for a living.

Class-conscious workers oppose NAFTA, as
we oppose all economic and military pacts en-
tered into by the imperialist government at home
with other capitalist regimes. But we do so from
an internationalist standpoint, rejecting any no-
tion of common interests with the employing
class in bolstering their competitiveness against
their rivals or helping them reinforce the pariah
status and superexploitation of immigrant work-
ers. The only “we” we recognize is that of work-
ing people and our allies in the United States,
Canada, and Mexico — and the rest of the Ameri-
cas and the world. Not “we”” Americans, “we”
English speakers, “we” the white race, or any-
thing else that chains us to the class that grows
wealthy off the exploitation of our labor and that
of our toiling brothers and sisters the world over.

The capitalist rulers in Europe cannot turn
back the tide of immigration either. The Ger-
man government can put people in boxcars and
send them back to Romania. (The Militant
should print the photos of those trains!) But that
is not going to reverse the growing numbers of
immigrants in Germany — the workers from
Turkey, from Yugoslavia, from elsewhere in
Eastern and Central Europe, and from other
corners of the world. The German rulers have
not even begun the battle to defeat the working
class, west and east, and the immigrants are a
growing part of that class who bring new expe-
riences and give new power to struggles by
workers throughout Germany.

The objective possibilities today to bring the
weight of an international class to bear on un-
folding fights are greater than at any other time
in history, and nothing will reverse this trend.

Vanguard role of workers who are Black

The third great change is the political weight
and vanguard place of the oppressed Black na-
tionality in the United States. This factor, one
the communist movement has taken into ac-
count since our origins, has taken on qualita-
tively greater significance with the post—-World
War II urbanization and proletarianization of
the Black population.

The greatest blow to the working class and
working farmers in U.S. history was the defeat
of Radical Reconstruction a little more than a
decade following the U.S. Civil War. The de-
feat of Reconstruction by 1877 registered the
crushing of efforts to forge a fighting land and
labor alliance in this country, coming out of the
victory of the second American revolution —

the defeat of the slavocracy by the Union
armies. That end of Reconstruction blocked
prospects for toilers of all shades of skin color
joining together to advance their common class
interests against the rising industrial capitalist
class. It set back the convergence in economic
growth and social structure of the North and

South. Blacks in the United States, over-
whelmingly in the rural South at that time,
emerged from this defeat as an oppressed
nationality. Over the next decade, near-pe-
onage conditions were reestablished in sub-
stantial parts of the territory of the former
slavocracy, enforced by organized lynch-mob
terror.

In the 1930s the majority of the Black na-
tionality still lived and worked on the land,
almost all in the South. The social and po-
litical weight of this still largely rural Black
population was such, however, that the SWP
already recognized at that time that workers
who are Black would have disproportionate
weight in the vanguard of the proletarian
revolution in the United States. The Social-
ist Workers Party was helped in reaching this
strategic conclusion by leadership discus-
sions with Leon Trotsky. Trotsky drew on his
experience as a leader of the Bolsheviks and
Communist Intemational in Lenin’s time to
help us understand the dynamics of struggles
by toilers from oppressed nationalities in the
imperialist epoch, to help us understand the
revolutionary possibilities that grow as these
nationalities become more and more prole-
tarian in composition. !

Prior to World War II, the growing num-
bers of workers who were Black played an
important role in tenant farmer and other ru-
ral struggles, as well as in the fighting van-
guard of the battles that built the industrial

1 See Leon Trotsky on Black Nationalism and
Self-Determination (New York: Pathfinder, 1967,
1978).

—25 AND 50 YEARS AGO
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ST. PAUL, Minn. —The FBI, hinting that
it will balk at a subpoena, has announced
that it must consult U.S. Attorney General
William Saxbe before testifying about sur-
veillance and harassment of the Minnesota
Socialist Workers Party.

The Minnesota branch of the FBI was given
a subpoena by an Ethics Commission official
July 31 while demonstrators picketed outside
the FBI’s Minneapolis offices. The protesters
were demanding that the FBI testify.

The next night, Assistant U.S. Attorney
Stephen Palmer told commissioners that fed-
eral law required FBI agent Philip Enlow to
get permission from the U.S. Attomey Gen-
eral before testifying. However, a spokesman
for the FBI in Washington, D.C. told the St.
Paul Dispatch Aug. 2 that he knew of no law
requiring FBI agents to secure permission
from the attorney general’s office before tes-
tifying at hearings of a government agency.

Jane Van Deusen, Socialist Workers can-
didate for governor of Minnesota, said, “We
don’t want ‘just anything,’ but the sordid de-
tails of the FBI’s criminal attack on our party.
If the FBI refuses to testify it will only be a
confirmation of our charges against them and
another reason for the commission to grant
our request for an exemption.”

The FBI has already admitted, under the
pressure of lawsuits, that it has conducted ex-
tensive surveillance of the SWP and hashad a
disruption program in effect designed to block
the SWP’s growth. But much of the detail of
the FBI’s illegal activity remains top secret.
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Unionists from SiemensAutomotive in Newport News joined march and rally for United
Steelworkers of America Local 8888 on strike at the city’s shipyard, April 28.

unions, the CIO movement. The urbanization,
proletarianization, and migration northward
and westward of the Black population in-
creased as the U.S. government prepared to
enter the imperialist slaughter, and then took
on historic dimensions as the United States
became the great industrial powerhouse that
defeated Germany and Japan. The battles
against racist discrimination during the war
and its aftermath — struggles that picked up
again, after a pause, in the mid-1950s — were
fueled by these sweeping economic and so-
cial changes. They put the race question more
than ever at the center of working-class poli-
tics in the United States and, by example, lent
itadded weight throughout the world. The post—
World War Il rise of the colonial revolution
gave a powerful impulse to the Black struggle
in the United States, just as the struggles and
victories of the U.S. civil rights movement
reverberated throughout the colonial world.
The struggles in the 1950s and 1960s that
brought down Jim Crow segregation opened
the road to forging working-class unity against
the capitalist rulers. They laid the foundations
for the emergence of Malcolm X, an outstand-
ing leader not only of the oppressed Black na-
tionality but also of revolutionary-minded
working people and youth in the United States,
whatever their skin color or national origins.
Armed with the historical experience and po-
litical confidence conquered by those mass
civil rights fights and their results, workers
who are Black will comprise a much larger
component of any fighting political vanguard
of the working class than during the last labor
radicalization in the United States.
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After giving over 4.5 billion dollars and
considerable military aid to Chiang’s Chinese
National Government, Washington now re-
veals for the first time, through the “White
Paper” issued by the State Department, that
as far back as 1943 and 1944 it was already
well aware of the “incompetence and corrup-
tion” of the Chinese ruling clique.

The White Paper seeks to justify the huge
expenditure of funds wrung from the overtaxed
American masses to bolster a hated regime.
The chief claim is that aid was given in order
to win the war as soon as possible and thereby
save the lives of perhaps a million American
soldiers. But the truth of the matter is that the
great bulk of the financial and military aid,
over 3 billion dollars, was given since the end
of the war.

Even the friendly Chiang Kai-shek was not
notified of the stab in the back he received at
Yalta. There Stalin received the blessing of
the imperialist powers to exploit Manchuria
paving the way for the despoliation of its in-
dustries which were dismantled and shipped
into the Soviet Union.

Again the State Department tried to sup-
press General Wedemeyer’s report which
called for the virtual partition of Manchuria
among the U.S. Soviet Union, England and
France, with the hope, undoubtedly, of getting
the lion’s share for American imperialism, as
is the dismemberment of Germany. If Wash-
ington failed to follow Wedemeyer’s recom-
mendation it was because it knew the Chi-
nese masses would never permit it.
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—EDITORIALS

Protest the bombing of Iraq

On July 17 Washington bombed two Iraqi neighborhoods,
killing 33 civilians. Eleven days later U.S. warplanes bombed
an Iraqi antiaircraft installation and a communication facil-
ity. Working people around the world need to oppose this
bombardment of Iraq, carried out under the arrogant pretext
of enforcing “no-fly zones” over a sovereign nation. We should
also condemn the draconian sanctions strangling the Iraqi
people.

Since they launched the GulfWar against Iraq in 1990, the
U.S. rulers have not come an inch closer to accomplishing
their central aims in the Middle East. First, they have failed
to bolster the position of U.S. capital in the region by install-
ing a protectorate subservient to Washington in Baghdad. In
fact, Washington is even further away from gaining a toehold
in Iraq. :

Washington has also failed to shut off public discussion on
government policies during war. During the bombing of Yu-
goslavia, open and civil discussion was a feature of the day.

The assault on Iraq, as explained in the Marxist magazine
New Internationalno. 7, was the “first war since the close of
World War I that grew primarily out of the intensified com-
petition and accelerating instability of the crises-ridden old
imperialist world order.”

At the start of the U.S.-led assault on Iraq, a brittle coali-
tion of imperialist nations was formed. In Capitalism’s World
Disorder: Working-Class Politics at the Millennium Jack

Barnes, national secretary of the Socialist Workers Party,
explains, “The coalition assembled for the murderous as-
sault on Iraq shattered the moment the fighting ended....
Washington will never be able to put such a coalition back
together again.”

In the battle for the right to plunder the world, military
might is the main advantage left to the U.S. rulers over
their imperialist rivals and other governments, especially
in Paris. The French rulers had lucrative contracts with
Baghdad before the 1990-91 U.S.-led Gulf War, which
they would like to resume. Paris has therefore opposed
U.S. military action in Iraq over the past year and a half,
and pressed for lifting sanctions against that country.

Building solidarity with fellow toilers in Iraq and through-
out the Middle East strengthens the struggles of working
people in United States, from the Newport News shipyard
unionists to the locked-out workers at Kaiser Aluminum.
Linking protests against Washington’s war moves with other
working-class battles shows the road forward for humanity.
Buying New International no. 7 and Capitalism’s World Dis-
order for yourself and encouraging other workers and farm-
ers to read and study them with you will help put these pieces
together.

Working-class fighters should champion the demands: U.S.
hands off Iraq! End the sanctions! Imperialist troops get out
of the Middle East!

Support Quebec nurses’ fight

The Quebec nurses are back to work. Their 23-day strike
ended when union officials capitulated at a time when the
nurses’ determination, their fighting spirit on the picket
lines, and the support from other working people in the
streets and in the plants were at their highest point.

Nothing has been settled, though. The nurses are back
to work without any contract and with heavy fines on their
back. The work load, bad working conditions, and low
wages that spurred the strike remain. The rulers’ attacks
against all basic social services will continue. But the at-
tempt by the Quebec government and the big-business
media to convince the nurses and their supporters of the
need to sacrifice the social programs and services work-
ing people fought for and won in the past for their profit
drive has been inflicted a serious blow.

The fight in Quebec, and the wave of strikes by nurses
in other provinces, is part of the increased working-class
resistance that has been unfolding across Canada this year
against the capitalist rulers’ assault on the public health
system. Their struggle confirms once again that with the
growing working-class resistance worldwide, conditions
are improving for the historic struggle to transform our
unions from the dues collecting agencies of the entrenched,
privileged officialdom they have become, into organiza-
tions that fight to defend the interests of workers and farm-
ers and all those who feel the boot of capitalist exploita-
tion and oppression. By defying the rulers’ unjust laws,
mobilizing on the picket lines, reaching out to other work-
ers, and using all the space that existed in their union to
decide democratically their tactics, the Quebec nurses
pointed toward the kind of union we need to resist the
onslaught of the capitalist rulers.

The Quebec nurses’ lower wages and working condi-
tions are an expression of the national oppression of the
Quebecois. By opposing the cuts in social programs im-

posed by the government of the Parti Quebecois, the nurses
and their supporters were the true defenders of Quebec’s
national rights. The experience and confidence gained over
decades by workers in Quebec in their fight against na-
tional oppression helped give this struggle its particularly
explosive character.

At the same time, their determination to fight was
spurred by similar labor struggles earlier this year, espe-

cially the successful 10-day strike by the Saskatchewan

nurses. These struggles help working-class fighters across
Canada to link together in a common fight for our rights
and overcome the national divisions imposed on our class
by the rulers.

The nurses’ fights in Canada this year — in Newfound-
land, Quebec, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Colum-
bia — also reflect the deepening confidence and militancy
of workers who are women today.

Now is the time for all working-class fighters in Canada
and our unions to demand the Quebec government lift
every single sanction imposed on the nurses and their
union.

Only by defending the social programs and services,
which the working class conquered in past battles, will
we be able to reinforce our unity as a class and our unions.
This fight poses the need for the labor movement to deci-
sively break with the arguments of the capitalist rulers
that all Canadians — or Quebecois — have no choice than
to cut social services because of the deepening economic
crisis.

Our unions need a political perspective independent of
the capitalist parties, a course of action that starts with
human needs. This requires an intransigent defense of the
universality of all social services and programs against
the capitalists’ search for profits and active solidarity with
all those involved in that struggle.

Genes aren’tissue in food debate

The following statement was released by Annalucia
Vermunt, the Communist League candidate in
Christchurch Central in New Zealand.

The current debate on genetically modified foods boils
down to a squalid conflict over markets and trade. The
debate is a reflection of the deepening trade wars among
the competing capitalist powers that are a feature of the
world capitalist crisis; this is a conflict into which work-
ers should avoid being drawn.

When big capitalist corporations like Monsanto and
government agencies in the United States argue for the
acceptance of genetically modified foods, their only con-
cem is to win new markets. By the same token, when big
capitalist corporations like Nestle, Unilever, and Tesco in
Europe and the United Kingdom express opposition to
genetically modified foods, they are motivated not by
health or environmental concerns, but by the wish to pro-
tect their markets and fence them off from foreign competi-
tion.

In this country, too, the discussion on genetically modi-
fied food is largely focused on what best serves the trade
interests of New Zealand capitalism, spiced by a bit of
anti—foreign-control demagogy.

Working people have a deep suspicion of the capital-
ists’ assurances about the safety of these food products —
and with good reason. Profit-hungry capitalists are constantly
trying to foist untested, inadequately labeled, or unsafe foods
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on us. They are constantly flouting environmental protection
measures in pursuit of cheaper production costs. Genetically
modified foods are new products, and the technology is not
without risks. Such foods should be rigorously tested and
labeled before being released on to the market. Any geneti-
cally engineered products or processes that pose a threat to
health or the ecosystem should be banned. Capitalist govern-
ments are always reluctant to enforce such measures.

But my campaign opposes the call for a moratorium on
genetic engineering.

Genetic engineering has been blamed for reducing the
planet’s biodiversity, for bringing farmers under the domi-
nation of agribusiness corporations, and for accelerating
the impoverishment of Third World nations. These are real
problems, but they began long before genetic modifica-
tion technology was developed. They are the consequence,
not of genetic engineering or any other aspect of techno-
logical development, but of the lawful development of
capitalist social and economic relations in agriculture.
Capitalism is the problem, not genetic modification.

Instead of a moratorium on genetic engineering, we need
a moratorium on farm foreclosures, so that working farm-
ers can make decisions on what seeds to plant or what
stock to graze, free from the threat of losing their farms and
livelihoods. Instead of a ban on imports of genetically modi-
fied foods, we should demand the cancellation of the Third
World Debt, as an elementary step toward unity of the toilers
of the world.

W. Virginia -
steel union tops
back ultrarightist
Buchanan

BY CHRIS REMPLE

WEIRTON, West Virginia—Officials of the Indepen-
dent Steelworkers Union (ISU) announced at a press con-
ference here July 26 their endorsement of ultrarightist
politician Patrick Buchanan’s campaign for president of
the United States. After ISU president Mark Glyptis made
the announcement outside the union hall, Buchanan is-
sued a short statement and took questions from the press.
The ISU is the union at Weirton Steel, a local steelmaker
and major employer in the area, which has been hit by the
economic crisis. In addition to media and a half dozen
cops, about 40 ISU officials, steelworkers, and their fam-
ily members attended the event.

Several people carried signs saying “Pat for President”
and “Welcome, Pat.” Many wore “Buchanan’ hats, which
were also given to the Weirton chief of police and several
cops present. A number of people wore T-shirts proclaim-
ing “Stand Up for Steel, Stand Up for America,” the slo-
gan promoted by the steel bosses and union tops.

Buchanan, who is waging his third campaign in the
Republican presidential primaries, pushes America First
chauvinism, as well as anticapitalist demagogy, to appeal
to middle-class layers and some workers as a defender of
“the little man” against corrupt politicians and big busi-
ness. He represents the most prominent center for orga-
nizing an incipient fascist movement in the United States
today. While keeping one foot in traditional bourgeois
politics, he seeks to recruit cadres who can build a move-
ment in the streets that will eventually attempt to violently
roll back the gains of the working class, fighters for Black
rights, and women’s equality in the name of defending the
“America” he defines.

Glyptis opened the news conference by thanking
Weirton Steel’s plant security, the chief of police, and the
county sheriff for helping to organize the event. He stated,
“Pat Buchanan has a long history of standing up for Ameri-
can workers and today we stand united for Pat Buchanan.
Pat Buchanan has used his national platform to discuss
the domestic steel crisis and the influx of foreign steel
imports.” Addressing Buchanan, Glyptis said, “Over 1,000
were laid off when you visited here in March. We appre-
ciate you supporting steelworkers.”

“The globalists in Washington who believe that all
Americans are riding a wave of Wall Street prosperity don’t
like to talk about the Weirtons of America,” said Bucha-
nan, in comments typical of his increasingly anticapitalist
and national socialist rhetoric. “But I have seen factories
closed and towns destroyed by illegal steel dumping, and
I believe this betrayal of American workers must come to
an end.” He claimed to represent workers “whose jobs are
being shipped abroad.” In addition to blaming “unpatri-
otic” companies and workers in other countries for the
economic crisis, Buchanan targeted the banks. Steel im-
ports are high because “the illegal dumping of foreign steel
from Brazil, Russia, and Japan is only to get the money to
pay back the New York banks,” he argued. Thinly veiled
anti-Semitic references to “New York bankers” have long
been a trademark of Buchanan.

“American workers,” he stated, “are being sacrificed
on the altar of the global economy.” Buchanan told a story of
talking with a John Deere worker in Gastonia, North Caro-
lina, who was laid off. He said, “They laid off 700 out of 800.
That worker told me, ‘Do you know where my neighbor is
right now? He’s in Chihuahua, Mexico, training my replace-
ment for a dollar an hour.” ”

A reporter at the news conference asked Buchanan if he
would accept support from the rightist Reform Party of Ross
Perot and Minnesota governor Jesse Ventura and run outside
the Republican party. Buchanan sidestepped the issue, say-
ing, “I appreciate support from the Reform Party, but right
now I am running as a Republican looking to the caucuses
and primaries.” He added that Republican front-runner
“George W. Bush is wrong on global free trade. There’s not a
dime’s worth of difference between them. Mr. Bush will give
you four more years of the past eight years.”

Buchanan went from the news conference to a $25-a-plate
chicken roast at a park in Weirton to raise funds for his cam-

paign.
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Cannery workers face

layotts, demand

entitlements in Australia b

This column is devoted to re-
porting the resistance by working
people to the employers’ assault
on their living standards, work-
ing conditions, and unions.

More than 150 people attended a
community support meeting for the
cannery workers July 8. Skein said
the meeting included growers, the
publican, postmaster, a local doctor

ON THE PICKET LINE

We invite you to contribute
short items to this column as a

way for other fighting workers

around the world to read about
and learn from these important
struggles. Jot down a few lines
about what is happening in your
union, at your workplace, or
other workplaces in your area,
including interesting political dis-
cussions.

BATLOW, Australia — Workers
at the Mountain Maid cannery here
set up picket lines July 7 after being
escorted out of the plant by police.

The 46 workers are members of
the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union. The cannery pro-
cesses peas, corn, asparagus, and
apple juice. Batlow, a rural town of
1,700 people located five hours
southwest of Sydney, is known for
its apple orchards.

Suspecting the bosses were plan-
ning to close the cannery, workers
had demanded a guarantee that their
entitlements were protected. The
company refused.

Cindy Skein, a union delegate at
the cannery, and Michael Daley,
who is in charge of the fitters (me-
chanics), spoke with Militant
worker-correspondents visiting the
picket line to offer solidarity.

Skein explained that for the last
year things hadn’t looked too good
at the cannery, and over the last
couple of months the situation had
gotten worse. When the owner put
the corn harvester up for sale, work-
ers got worried the cannery was go-
ing to close. Two years ago the pea
harvester had been sold, and no peas
have been processed since, she said.

When growers contract with
Mountain Maid, the company pro-
vides seed, pesticides, harvesting,
and trucking to the plant. When they
decided to sell the corn harvester,
the owners sent a memo to growers
saying they could continue to have
their corn processed by Mountain
Maid but they would have to buy
their own seed and pesticides, as
well as contract some other outfit
to harvest and truck their crop. This
is not a viable set up for the grow-
ers, Skein and Daley explained.

Mountain Maid bosses kept
claiming they had no intention of
closing. The owners claimed they
just wanted to concentrate produc-
tion on apples, but orchardists have
their own modern processing plant
in town. Mountain Maid only gets
poorer quality apples for juicing.

After hearing about the Oakdale
miners who lost all of their entitle-
ments when the colliery closed,
union members decided to take ac-
tion before the same thing hap-
pened to them. So, beginning mid-
night July 5 they banned all stock
and equipment from leaving the
site. They estimated there was A$6
million in stock at the plant.

The Australian Industrial Rela-
tions Commission ordered workers
to lift the bans July 7. When they
refused, police took them out of the
cannery and the workers set up their
picket line.

Although only 46 workers are
employed year-round, the workforce
swells to up to 300 during corn and
asparagus seasons, Skein said. These
seasonal workers often go back and
forth between Mountain Maid and
the growers cooperative.

and shopkeepers who closed to at-
tend. While we were at the picket
line a local supporter turned up with
a big kettle of warm food and an-
other dropped off a load of firewood.
Temperatures on the picket line were
below freezing at night.

The fight received coverage in
the Sydney Morning Herald, the
local Tumut and Adelong Times, and
Australian Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (ABC) television news.

On July 9 AMWU organizer
Jenny Dowell reported at the picket
line that Mountain Maid’s owners
had backed off. The bosses had
agreed to meet with union officials
and Staged Developments Austra-
lia (SDA) had agreed to underwrite
workers’ entitlements. SDA is
Australia’s largest pension fund and
is half owned by the unions. SDA
owns half of the investment com-
pany behind the Mountain Maid
cannery.

Workers have kept picket lines
up, saying progress was being
made. According to the Sydney
Morning Herald, they returned to
work on July 15 after the SDA told
union officials the company would
“maintain long-term legal respon-
sibility for entitlements regardless
of who owned the company.”

Philadelphia: nurses
demand hospital cuts end

PHILADELPHIA — Nurses and
medical technicians at Episcopal
Hospital held a spirited rally of more
than 100 people July 12 to wrap up
atwo-day strike demanding Temple
University Health Systems stop cut-
ting services at the hospital and ne-
gotiate a union contract with Health
Professionals andAllied Employees
Local 5106. Temple, which acquired
Episcopal in December, responded
to the strike of about 250 nurses by
laying off 140 union and nonunion
workers.

Sue Clements, one of the striking
nurses, told the Militant, “This strike
is about saving Episcopal. I’ve
worked here for 27 years. This hos-
pital was a very vital part of the com-
munity. It provides jobs and the com-
munity organizations use the re-
sources. Since Temple came in there
has been a massive reduction in ser-
vices. They haven’t looked at the
community’s needs. Episcopal has

one of the few
residential reha-
bilitation pro-
grams for women
and children in
Philadelphia.”

Clements ech-
oed the senti-
ments expressed
by Maria Rosa,
who spoke as a
leader of the
Latina Mo Mo-
bile, a prenatal
service. Tem-
ple’s cuts “defeat
everything we
are trying to do.
This is already a
community in crisis. The infant
mortality rate compares to a third
world country.”

Supporters at the rally came from
a number of other unions. Donald
Kirk, from Operating Engineers
Local 835 at Temple Hospital, was
there because, “This is only going
to spread. Our jobs are just as much
in jeopardy.” Eight of the laid-off
workers at Episcopal are members
of Operating Engineers.

Nurses from a Lower Bucks hos-
pital explained the Episcopal nurses
had supported them in several one-
day strikes they held last year to get
their first contract. Nurses from sev-
eral other hospitals run by Temple
University Health Systems came to
show solidarity. Temple’s contact
with 700 nurses at their main hos-
pital expires September 30.

Brick workers stand up to
lockout, cop harassment

WILLIAMSPORT, Maryland —
Workers at Redland Brick Co. near
here have been picketing since June
18 after voting down a contract 88—
4. The proposal had been endorsed
by Teamsters officials, according to
the Hagerstown Herald-Mail.

Members of Teamsters Local
992 describe what happened as a
lock-out, because the company shut
the plant and suspended negotia-
tions when they heard that the con-
tract offer had been voted down.

Across the road from the brick
plant, workers in a large tannery or-
ganized by the Union of Needle-
trades, Industrial and Textile Em-
ployees put signs of support for
pickets in the windows, until their
bosses made them take the signs
down. Many motorists honk in sup-
port of the spirited picket line. The
company and local law enforce-
ment are literally working overtime
to dampen this spirit, with no ap-
parent success. Washington County
Sheriff’s Deputies patrol the picket
line 24 hours a day to enforce an

injunction the company obtained
July 1. The county cops are on duty
to enforce the injunction in uniform
and squad car, but are paid overtime
rates by Redland.

Redland cooked up this agree-
ment with the county sheriffs even
before the lockout or injunction,
according to the Hagerstown Her-
ald-Mail. Sheriff Charles Mades
told the newspaper that the com-
pany is paying the deputies time-
and-a-half wages to “keep the
peace” at the plant.

But it’s clear company profits are
what the cops are being paid to pro-
tect. The July 1 injunction restricts
the picket line to 15, bars damage
to company property, and warns
pickets against “intimidating”
scabs. The injunction also limits the
number of chairs and coolers to two
and forbids cook-out grills. On
hearing of these restrictions, one
neighbor of the plant volunteered
her kitchen and yard facilities to the
pickets. Company security cops
video tape every move on the picket
line from less than 20 feet away.
This provocative behavior is pro-
tected by the sheriff’s deputies, who
stand beside the security cops.

- Teamster[s

EAMSTER
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Teamsters picket Redland Brick Co. July 15 in Williamsport, Maryland.

In separate incidents deputies
have cited three strikers for violat-
ing the injunction. The company is
attempting to terminate all three
workers. The county police were
not on hand, however, to prevent
three strikers from being injured by
a truck crossing the picket line.

Retirement is the most important
issue in the contract dispute, ac-
cording to Teamsters member Ber-
nard Henson. Currently, the retire-
ment age is 62 no matter how many
years of labor you have in at the
brick plant. He introduced one
worker on the picket line with more
than 43 years’ seniority who would
receive just $520 per month if he
retired today.

Another issue is sick pay, or
some way to take vacation a day at
a time, so that workers don’t risk
losing their jobs when they are sick.

Ron Poulsen, member of the Mari-
time Union of Australia, and Joanne
Kuniansky, member of the Australian
Manufacturing Workers Union, in
Sydney; Connie Allen, member
United Auto Workers Local 1076 in
Philadelphia; and David Salner
contributed to this column.

bellion

by Farrell Dobbs

—LETTERS

Justice for the
Chattanooga 3

As a former member of the Black
Panther Party, an organization that
over thirty years ago brought the
problem of police brutality to na-
tional attention, I am writing to ask
your support of three African-
American activists who face up to
a year in prison for protesting
against police brutality.

Lorenzo Komboa Ervin, Damon
McGhee, and Mikail Musa
Muhammad (Ralph R. Mitchell) are
scheduled to go on trial in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, on Oct. 28,1999,
for violating the state’s “disruption”
law. The three activists were ar-
rested on May 19, 1998, after a
large rally against police brutality
at Chattanooga City Hall. The rally
was held to protest the April 27 and
May 7, 1998, police killings of two

Black men, Montrail Collins and
Kevin McCullough. Many people
in the Black community did not
accept accounts by police that they
killed Collins and McCullough in
self-defense.

Chattanooga has a long history
of police brutality and racial dis-
crimination. It ranked no. 1 for
years among U.S. cities with popu-
lations under 200,000 for reported
acts of police brutality. This unfor-
tunate record is a primary reason
why Lorenzo, who is a former
member of the Black Panther Party,
has led protests against police bru-
tality in Chattanooga, his home-
town, for many years and why he
helped to create Black Autonomy
Copwatch, which was part of the
Coalition Against Police Brutality.

The prosecution of the Chatta-
nooga 3, as Lorenzo, Damon and

Mikail are known, is an attack on
free speech and Black political dis-
sent. The case also has national
implications. Disruption laws simi-
lar to that of Tennessee, which man-
date prison sentences for political
protests, exist in almost every state.

These laws violate the First Amend- ~

ment right of free speech.

Write or e-mail letters of protest
to the district attorney and the
mayor demanding that the charges
against the Chattanooga 3 be dis-
missed: Bill Cox, Hamilton County
District Attorney, City-County
Courts Building, 601 Market Street,
3rd Floor, Chattanooga, Tennessee
37402, e-mail BillCox@hcda.
cps.k12.tn. us; Jon Kinsey, Mayor
of Chattanooga, 101 E. 11th Street,
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402;
1403, e-mail mayor@mail.
chattanooga.gov

August 16, 1999

JoNina M. Abron
Chattanooga, Tennessee

U.S. gov’t also responsible

If tobacco companies can be
made to pay damages, why can’t the
United States be sued for the brain
tumors, cancer, neurological dis-
ease, and related hell this country
has caused by its poison and de-
struction of the environment.

JL.
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The letters column is an open
forum for all viewpoints on sub-
jects of general interest to our
readers. Please keep your letters
brief. Where necessary they will
be abridged. Please indicate if
you prefer that your initials be
used rather than your full name.
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Peasants f

(Third in a three-part series)

BY BOB AIKEN
AND PATRICK O’NEILL

BANDUNG, Indonesia — “We are land-
less people,” Osid said. “We used to own
the land, but it has been taken from us by
the government.” Today, peasants from six
kampung [villages] have joined forces to
regain their land from a state-owned coco-
nut, cocoa, and cassava plantation located
in the Agrabinta district of West Java, around
125 miles southwest of Bandung.

These reporters, accompanied by students
from Bandung who are building solidarity
with the fight, met with Osid and other peas-
ants in Agrabinta June 21-22. The nine-hour
trip by landrover, along roads that got
rougher the further we went into the coun-
tryside, took us through miles of rice fields
and then through huge plantations of tea,
teak, mahogany, rubber, bananas, coconut,
and cocoa, winding through many villages
of peasants and plantation laborers.

On our arrival at kampung Bojong Terong,
we were welcomed in a gathering of more
than 20 people that quickly became a dis-
cussion on the peasants’ fight and the ha-
rassment they face from the police. The next
day we rose early to be given a guided tour
of some of the disputed land, and to visit
Ranca Gempol, a neighboring village in-
volved in the struggle. The peasants spoke
most fluently in the Sundanese language,
native to millions in West Java, with trans-
lation to the official national language,
Bahasa Indonesia, and English.

Disputes over the land go back to the early
part of this century. Peasants clashed with
“Dutch colonialism” in 1910, Osid ex-
plained, shortly after the plantation was es-
tablished, and in 1946 the armed forces took
some territory in the district. Then in 1982,
Osid said, the state-owned plantation “seized
the land that we were using as rice fields.”
Another peasant, Maol, said, “The planta-
tion has robbed our land,” expanding from
3,000 to 10,000 hectares (1 hectare = 2.47
acres) over the last 20 years.

This expropriation was backed up by the
police and people hired by the plantation,
who “bumed our houses and poisoned our
crops,” Osid said, so that the peasants “be-
came afraid to work the land.” The planta-
tion managers, who wear a military-style
uniform like most public servants in Indo-
nesia, “usually act like military officers,”
* Maol added.

Some of the stolen land is rented back to
the peasants to farm and, in the case of Ranca
Gempol, for housing. Maol explained the
land available for them to rent — sur-
rounded by state-owned forestry and coco-
nut plantations, and land taken by the mili-
tary — is constantly shrinking. There are

ight for land in 1
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Peasants from Ranca Gempol, West Java, Indonesia, on land seized by the govern-
ment, which they have to rent back from the Air Force.

now about 100 hectares left that the peasant
families “take turns renting,” Osid said. They
grow food crops, primarily rice and peanuts,
for the market.

Struggle to survive on the land

A sharp rise in rent over the last year
helped to spur the peasants’ protests, while
other costs have soared over the last couple

of years as well, making it harder to break
even on a harvest. Each family can farm
between two and five patoks — a field of
about 400 square meters — and even up to
10 depending on their ability to fingnce, with
each patok producing about 200 kilograms
of rice in the six-month growing season.
Their rice is processed at a nearby mill, and
they receive 120,000 rupiah per 100 kilos,

ndonesia

or about 100,000 Rp if the season is good,
selling to local brokers. By contrast, the
minimum wage for factory workers in West
Java is 230,000 Rp a month, or about US$35
at current exchange rates.

The peasants explained the care they have
to take in allowing for the costs of hiring
labor for tilling, planting, and weeding, in-
cluding the costs of hiring a contractor with
a mechanical cultivator to prepare the fields
for planting. Many also work as wage la-
borers in the fields themselves for 7,000 Rp
a day, including tending each other’s crops,
especially since rents have risen and the
available land has shrunk.

In late April and early May, their land
struggle burst into wider view with protests
of more than 3,000 people. They were orga-
nized, we were told, into “17 groups of 100
men,” along with the women, who played
“a strong part in the actions.”

The events began on April 29 with a pro-
test in the major town of Cianjur, coinciding
with a visit there by a delegation of peasants
to the district chief, Rachman Santoso. On
four occasions since August 1997, Maol said,
Santoso had promised to visit and investigate
the land dispute, but he had never appeared.
To make the six-hour trip from Agrabinta to
Cianjur, the peasants demanded, and got, the
use of vehicles from the government-ap-
pointed village chief, the local police, and a
neighboring state-owned forestry company.
The local police escorted them to Cianjur,
where they were met by more police, sent to

Continued on Page 12

S. Africa: tens of thousands strike over wages

BY T.J. FIGUEROA

PRETORIA, South Africa — Tens of
thousands of workers and other government
employees brought the city center here to a
standstill July 23 in a massive protest by
public sector unions affiliated with the Con-
gress of South African Trade Unions
(COSATU). The one-day national strike,
which saw tens of thousands more march-
ing in the cities of Bisho, Bloemfontein,
Cape Town, Durban, and Kimberley, was
one of the largest street actions since the
demise of the apartheid regime in 1994.

Unions called the action to press demands
for a 10 percent wage increase from the Af-
rican National Congress (ANC) govern-
ment, which has offered an increase aver-
aging 6 percent — a figure identical to the
estimated inflation rate.

Leaders of the National Education, Health
andAllied Workers Union (NEHAWU), the
South African Democratic Teachers Union
(SADTU), and the Police and Prisons Civil
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-~ nist leadership.
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Rights Union (POPCRU) have said that un-
less their demands are met they will launch
a national strike beginning July 29.

Africans made up the overwhelming ma-
jority of the marchers. Most white govem-
ment employees belong to other unions and
staff associations that were not part of the
march. These associations are less working-
class in composition — many of their mem-
bers formed part of the racist bureaucracy
that workers want to dismantle.

Hospital and health workers, teachers,
office workers, and laborers from all over
northern South Africa danced and chanted
as they filled the streets of this country’s
administrative capital with a sea of union
banners and handmade signs.

“Yonke indawo, umzabalazo u ya
sivumela” (All over the land, the struggle al-
lows us to be strong) sang marchers in Zulu.

“The main issue is a living wage,” said
Joe Mpisi, NEHAWU Johannesburg branch
chairperson. “But it’s also to transform the
public sector, which is still dominated by
people who served in the apartheid regime.
We don’t want to reward those who can’t
serve the new South Africa.”

Echoing sentiments expressed by many
others, Mpisi emphasized that “our action
does not mean that we are against this gov-
ernment, which supports workers.”

George Herbst, a teacher at Witbank Pri-
mary School, said, “The government could
spend 47 million rands (about $7.8 million)
in one hour for the president’s inauguration
but doesn’t have the money for teachers or
students.” Herbst said his classes average 45
students; some go up to 60. “There’s only
chalk and a blackboard. We have no heat and
the kids are freezing in winter.”

“For some time the wage they have been
providing has been less than inflation,” said
teacher Fama Khuele of Soweto, who
teaches a class of 50 high school students
and brings home, like many other teachers,
1,500 rands a month — about $245. “The
government has been changing a lot of
things, a lot of delivery of water and hous-
ing and that’s good. But we are not satis-
fied. A lot of teachers are hungry.”

Acting COSATU secretary general
Zwelinzima Vavi presented union demands
to three ANC members of the cabinet: Safety
and Security Minister Steve Tshwete, Fi-
nance Minister Trevor Manuel, and Public

Service and Administration Minister
Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi. They said they
would consider the demands.

The ANC government has said that it does
not have the money to pay govemment em-
ployees more and that by doing so it would
jeopardize its ability to deliver social ser-
vices to poor SouthAfricans. The total num-
ber of public service employees has declined
by about 10 percent since 1994 but the wage
bill has risen.

Plans for massive layoffs

During the first two weeks of July the
bosses and several government-run entities
announced plans or intentions to lay off up
to 50,000 workers. As the price of gold fell
to 20-year lows, six gold mines announced
plans to lay off 11,700 miners. The Cham-
ber of Mines threatened that if there were
no recovery up to 80,000 miners’ jobs could
be eliminated this year alone.

Telkom, the partially privatized state tele-
phone company, is threatening 12,000 lay-
offs. Spoomet, the state-run railroad, says it
is losing money and wants to slash up to
27,000 workers out of a workforce of 41,000.

COSATU affiliates have launched rolling
mass actions that have included lunchtime
and other demonstrations by thousands of rail
workers, garment and textile workers, and
others. Workers in the shoe industry struck
for two days demanding a pay increase.

Members of the National Union of Met-
alworkers of South Africa downed tools at
Columbus Stainless Steel on July 12 in a
demand for higher wages.

Four thousand miners organized by the
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
struck July 15 at the Oryx gold mine in the
Free State in response to the company an-
nouncing it would lay off 900 people. The
workers pressed for larger severance pack-
ages than those offered by the bosses. Min-
ers also demanded six months notice of
pending layoffs. Thousands of workers at
the nearby Beatrix mine warned Gold Fields,
which owns both mines, of a solidarity
strike.

On July 23, following talks with NUM
leaders, the company announced it would
suspend layoffs for a month and ask that the
strike be ended. NUM leaders urged the
miners to call of the strike. At press time the
whalkout continued.
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