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Washington
says troops
will stay in
Yugoslavia

BY MAURICE WILLIAMS

As tensions escalate in Yugoslavia, U.S.
president William Clinton extended the U.S.
military occupation in Bosnia for an addi-
tional 18 months. “In principle the United
States will take part in a follow-on force in
Bosnia,” he said on November 15 at the
White House. The president said the “new
mission” would require “about 8,500” U.S.
soldiers in Bosnia as part of the NATO op-
eration under “an American commander and
tough rules of engagement.” Clinton’s an-
nouncement followed a November 14 con-

U.S. troops out of Yugoslavia!
— editorial, page 10

ference in Paris which included Bosnia’s
three co-presidents. Alija Izetbegovic, the
Muslim chairman of Bosnia’s presidency,
and his Serbian and Croatian counterparts,
Momcilo Krajisnik and Kresimir Zubak,
were pressed to comply completely with the
Dayton agreement crafted by Washington
last December or face punitive measures.
They endorsed a 13-point plan from the ac-
cord, which includes the “creation of a free
market economy,” the Washington Post re-
ported.

Meanwhile, conditions in Serbia are be-
coming more unstable as some 100,000 pro-

Continued on Page 3

High school
youth protest
killer cops

BY EDWIN FRUIT

PITTSBURGH — Nearly 1,000 high
school students marched and rallied here
November 22 to protest the not guilty ver-
dict acquitting John Vojtas, one of the po-
licemen who had been on trial in the killing
of Jonny Gammage in October 1995.

Members of the NAACP Youth Council
and the “Mobilization of African Students
for Justice” called the walkout, which be-
gan at 10 a.m. School officials decided they
would not try to block students from attend-
ing the march.

Students filled the St. Benedict the Moor
Church at Freedom Corner in the Hill Dis-
trict of Pittsburgh and were addressed by
student leaders. Nicole Leary, a 16-year-old
senior at Perry Traditional Academy, told
the crowd, “We are going to walk downtown
in a silent march and then we are going to
have a rally at the City-County Building.
We don’t want to do anything stupid to bring
the authorities down on us. We want to make
our statement and show that young people
can do so without being wild.”

The students then marched downtown
four by four and held a rally at the City-
County Building. The march was marshalled
and monitored by older members of the
NAACP and other community organiza-
tions, although the students organized and
ran the march and rally. Along the route pro-
testers chanted “No Justice, No Peace” and
carried signs such as “Arrest Brutality,”
“R.I.P.” followed by the names of in-

Continued on Page 8
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Clinton pushes U.S.
trade offensive in Asia

BY ARGIRIS MALAPANIS

During a 12-day tour in southeast Asia
and the Pacific, U.S. president William
Clinton flaunted Washington’s military and
economic might to push the trade offensive
by the U.S. rulers against their imperialist
allies — who are also competitors — and

against semicolonial nations in the region.

At the conclusion of the annual summit
of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum, the 18 heads of state present
signed a declaration calling for a drastic re-
duction of import tariffs on computers, com-
puter chips, software and other telephone
and electronic equipment by the turn of the
century. If such an accord were imple-
mented, it would give a greater advantage
to U.S. manufacturers.

Clinton and the U.S. media hailed the
non-binding agreement as a victory for “free
trade.” In this case Washington, with a
mountain of protectionist measures on its
record, is pushing to advance its economic
domination by knocking down trade barri-
ers its competitors have erected.

“Every year we sell $100 billion in in-
formation technology,” Clinton told U.S.
embassy employees in Manila, the Philip-
pine capital, after the APEC meeting.
“Imagine if we went to zero tariffs in the
entire world, what that would mean to
America in exports.” Prior to his departure
from Washington, the U.S. president de-
scribed as the “thrilla in Manila” what he
anticipated to be a sweep of his proposals
at the APEC summit.

The November 26 Washington Post
quoted several U.S. business executives
expressing their elation about prospects for
fatter profits as a result of Clinton’s “polite

Continued on Page 6

Truckers slow down France

Truckers across France have shut down roads, gas pumps, and ports over pay,
working conditions, and retirement issues. Some 74 percent of the population
supports the strike. The trade union federation CGT has called for a general
strike for November 27 in solidarity. Above, about 1,000 British trucks trans-
porting goods to the United Kingdom were blocked at Calais November 25.

Wheeling-Pitt strikers protest Ohio
decision to withhold jobless benefits

BY TONY DUTROW

PITTSBURGH — The Ohio Bureau of
Employment Service denied unemployment
benefits to Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel strik-
ers in Ohio November 22. Some 4,500
members of the United Steelworkers of
America (USWA) hit the picket lines in
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia Oc-
tober 1, after Wheeling-Pitt refused to dis-
cuss restoring the pension plan taken away
following its 1985 bankruptcy. That plan,
called a defined benefit plan, requires the
company to guarantee a monthly benefit for
retirees. Such a plan is now in effect at all
other unionized integrated steel mills in the
United States.

In 1985, the Wheeling-Pitt bosses seized
upon a favorable federal bankruptcy deci-
sion to attempt to impose an inferior con-
tract on thousands of steelworkers. This re-
sulted in an 89-day strike, the first in basic
steel since 1959, and the only response up
to that time to the massive restructuring of
the steel industry that led to the elimination
of tens of thousands of jobs in the early
1980s.

At that time, unemployment benefits were
granted to strikers in Ohio and Pennsylva-
nia, while the state of West Virginia balked.
Protests in West Virginia, many including
United Mine Workers members, forced the
state to grant those benefits.

The West Virginia Board of Review has

" tentatively scheduled a hearing for Decem-
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Striking steelworkers rally November 13 in Wheeling, West Virginia.

ber 17 on requests for unemployment ben-
efits for 735 workers at three Wheeling-Pitt
mills in that state.

On the day of the Ohio unemployment
ruling, a press release from the USWA
stated, “We will appeal this decision by the
state of Ohio, and feel that Wheeling-Pitt
management brought about this dispute with
its unreasonable demands.... This decision

Building a proletarian youth organization — page 9

has no effect on our stand in the labor dis-
pute. The workers at Wheeling-Pitt have
worked hard to make this company profit-
able, and deserve to have a fully funded
pension.”

In his ruling, Hearing Officer Fred
Newsome declared, “The evidence discloses
that [Steelworkers] became unemployed

Continued on Page 10



Inmates take over jail in protest

Hundreds of inmates at Durango Jail,
known as “tent city,” in Phoenix, Arizona,
took over the prison citing inadequate medi-
cal care, bad food, brutalization by the cops,
and poor, outdoor living conditions. Inmates
say the November 17 struggle began when
a cop pepper sprayed one of the prisoners
for using the bathroom without permission.
The seizure lasted for three hours, with 11
cops taken as hostages. It ended when Sher-
iff Joseph Arpaio agreed to meet with the
inmates.

Arpaio is known for implementing chain
gangs for women and banning cigarettes for
prisoners. While he told inmates that he
‘would launch an investigation on their griev-
ances, Arpaio later said he was skeptical
about the prisoners’ claims and that things
would stay the same. Earlier this year the
U.S. Justice Department had described the
violence used against those who are locked
up in Durango as “especially and unaccept-
ably prevalent.” According to the Associ-
ated Press, one inmate told the sheriff, “The
whole issue is everybody wants to be re-
spected.”

Court weakens illegal search law

On November 18, the U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously voted that once police stop a
car for alleged traffic violations they can
request to search the vehicle without inform-
ing the driver that he or she is legally free to
go, weakening Constitutional protections
against illegal search and seizure. The court
upheld an appeal by the State of Ohio. The
ruling had the support of U.S. president
William Clinton and 36 state governments.

In 1995, the Ohio Supreme Court over-
turned a drug posession conviction because
the cop used the pretext of speeding to stop
the car, and then asked to search for contra-
band without informing the driver of his
rights. The Ohio court ruling noted that
“most people believe that they are validly
in a police officer’s custody as long as the
officer continues to interrogate them.”

U.S. gov’t must pay damages to
victims of radiation experiments
The U.S. government will be forced to

More than 150,000 metalworkers demonstrated in Rome November 22. They
are fighting for a new contract and protesting the government’s austerity moves.

pay $4.8 million to families that were un-
knowingly made subjects for radiation ex-
periments. Of the 12 cases the settlement will
cover, only one woman is still alive.
Washington’s quest to develop atomic weap-
ons spurred these experiments, conducted
between 1944 and 1974. Mary Jean Connel,
the woman who survived, recounted that in
the 1940s she was trying to get treatment
for a problem with her metabolism. Despite
the fact that she turned down requests to be
a part of experiments, Connel was injected
with radioactive uranium. As many as
20,000 people — such as working people
seeking routine medical attention, soldiers,
and 820 pregnant women — were victims
of these and other such experiments.

Venezuela public workers strike

Tens of thousands of public workers in
Caracas, Venezuela, held a four-day shut-

" down, beginning November 19. The chief
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demand was for the government to pay seven
months worth of back wages. Spokespersons
for the United Federation of Public Employ-
ees said the actions drew “98 percent of the
workforce.” Inflation in Venezuela over the
past year has climbed to 114 percent. The
monthly salary for administrative employ-
ees in Venezuela ranges from $97 to $275 a
month. The average cost to feed a family of
five is about $260 a month, according to a
report from the Center for Documentation
and Analysis for Workers.

Bolivia workers fight pension cut

Some 340 Bolivian workers were on a
hunger strike as of November 22 to oppose
government plans to cut pension funds.
Workers from different labor sectors are part
of the actions across the country. Govern-
ment minister Carlos Sdnchez Berzain
blamed the strikes on “small groups of
unionists that don’t want to loose their privi-
leges.” Despite the increase of marches, pro-
tests, and work stoppages surrounding the
hunger strike, Berzain denied there is a rise
in social tensions.

U.S.-Japan military exercises flex
muscles at China and Korea

November 17 marked the end of two-
week joint military excercises by U.S. and
Japanese troops. more than 22,000 military
personnel, each country providing half the
force, carried out land and sea battle drills
they called “bilateral movements against a
common enemy.”

The aims of the exercises, while not offi-
cially designed for any “common enemy”
in particular, seem clear to at least one sol-
dier who told reporters, “We all suppose it
could only be north Korea, if not the Chi-

nese.”

These war games are the first under the
Acquisition and Cross Services Agree-
ment — a pact that went into effect last
month — which allows Washington and
Tokyo to supply each other with weapons
and artillery parts.

Bangui soldiers demand payment

Soldiers in the Central African Republic
seized an army base November 16, lashing
out at the Bangui government, which has not
paid troops’ back wages on time in nearly a
year. The third such mutiny in seven months,
it took the help of 1,300 French soldiers to
secure the capital city. The government has
also failed to pay teachers and other civil
servants on time yet this year. '

Abortion rights signed in Poland

On November 20 the Polish government
signed into law a measure that would end
the three-year banning of abortions in that
country. The law states that any woman with
financial or emotional reasons to do so may
have the surgery performed within the first
12 weeks of pregnancy. Private clinics can
also provide abortions now, whereas previ-
ously, only state medical facilities could do
the operation. About 40,000 opponents of a
woman’s right to choose assembled outside
the Parliament building in Warsaw, the day
the vote took place. In pre-1993 Poland,
abortions were available on demand.

BP pillage of Colombia exposed

As part of the ongoing conflicts between
the United Kingdom and Europe, the Euro-
pean parliament recently denounced British
Petrolium (BP), a British oil company, for
what Miami’s Nuevo Herald describes as
“grave violations of human rights in Colom-
bia.” The European Parliament requested
that the Colombian government, through its
Commission of Human Rights, document the
actions carried out by the British company.
The violations include destruction of the
environment and the living conditions of
those living and working near the plants. BP
is also accused of collaborating with the
Colombian army, and providing intelligence
information about workers on strike and
other union activists.

Ottawa, Chile set up trade pact

The governments of Canada and Chile
have set up a free-trade agreement that the
Canadian government says may pave the
way for Chile’s eventual membership into
the U.S.-Canada-Mexico pact known as the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA). It will go into effect on June 2,
1997. Canadian trade minister Art Eggleton,
saying that NAFTA was “a model through-
out their negotiations,” gives Ottawa favor-
able trading status over the United States,
Europe, Argentina, and Brazil. U.S. officials
made it clear that Chile’s admittance into the
tri-country NAFTA agreement was not in
Washington’s plans.

— BRIAN TAYLOR
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Illinois meatpackers
walk out at IBP plant

BY SHIRLEY PENA
AND RICHARD McBRIDE

JOSLIN, Illinois — Some 1,700 mem-
bers of United Food and Commercial Work-
ers Local 1540 at the IBP packinghouse
here, just east of the Iowa-Illinois border,
voted a second time overwhelmingly to re-
ject the company’s “final contract offer” and
struck the plant on November 12.

Workers and union officials told the Mili-
tant that at the meeting for the second vote
members were asked to stand to indicate
their disposition towards the proposed con-
tract. Of the more than 1,000 unionists in
attendance, workers said, all but one stood
to indicate their rejection of the company’s
so-called best offer.

This vote marked a break in the trend
where meatpacking companies in the Mid-
west — including Hormel, Farmhand, Ex-
cel and the Dakota City IBP plant — all
managed to settle contracts with the vari-
ous UFCW locals at the last minute.

The first offer from IBP was an 80-cent
pay raise over the life of the four-year con-
tract, elimination of some health benefits,
and dropping the company’s “profit shar-
ing” payments at the Joslin facility.

IBP spokesman Gary Mickleson said the
company’s 80-cent-per-hour proposal would
have made up for the elimination of profit
sharing, which was estimated to amount to
over $800 per worker for 1996.

The nation’s largest meatpacker, IBP
earned a $257 million profit on sales of $12
billion in 1995. Its chairman, Robert
Peterson, was given a $5.2 million bonus
on top of his $1 million salary. Most IBP
workers start jobs at $6.50-$7 hourly and
top out at $10 an hour.

Following the workers’ rejection of the
80-cent offer, IBP officials turned around
and slashed their offer to 40 cents over four
years. As of now, the company has not
scheduled any further meetings with union
representatives.

The November 13 Des Moines Register
reported that IBP was farming out Joslin’s
work to other plants in the IBP chain.

At the strike headquarters for the local,
picket signs in Spanish, English, Laotian,
and Vietnamese are clearly visible to cars
that drive into the parking lot. UFCW offi-
cial Larry Shepard explained that the over-
whelming majority of workers at the Joslin
IBP plant are either immigrant or non-white.
Roughly half the workforce is Latino and
20 percent of the workers are Vietnamese,
other Asian nationalities, or Black. Having
materials available in all four languages,
Shepard said, is critical to the union’s abil-
ity to remain united throughout the strike.

Militant reporters from Des Moines,
Iowa, and Peoria, Illinois, drove out to the
two IBP gates where workers are keeping
up 24-hour picket lines. In spite of the bit-
ter cold — made worst by brisk winds, and
no shelters for strikers to take refuge in —

the spirits of the unionists were high.

“People think we’re doing this just to do

it,” responded Kelly Froberg, a 12-year IBP
veteran, when asked why workers voted to
strike. “But we’re doing this because the
workers at IBP deserve more.”

Most workers on the picket line volun-
teered stories of their individual experiences
at the plant to illustrate the overall condi-
tions that led to the strike.

Robert Housby, who has worked at the
Joslin plant for 10 years, said that 14 months
after winning a job bid in the maintenance
department, company officials told him he
“was not qualified.” They them attempted
to garnish Housby’s wages, claiming he was
“overpaid during those 14 months.”

Strikers told Militant reporters about at-
tempts by the company to harass workers.
A camera was installed in the cafeteria by
the company following the second contract
vote. The company also required that work-
ers who went to the restroom during the last
day of work be accompanied by supervi-
SOrS.

Barb Ickes of the Quad Cities Times re-
ported an incident where a tractor trailer
intentionally hit a gate erected by the strik-
ers. The Times reporter wrote, “Several logs,

one the size of a fire hydrant, flew into the
crowd of pickets. I still don’t know how the
logs missed us.”

Ickes explained that within minutes of the
semi leaving the gate, Illinois State Trooper
Ronald Franck drove up and attempted to
arrest one of the strikers.

As Franck tried to handcuff the striker,

Militant/Shirley Pefia
Meatpackers went on strike over wages and health benefits at IBP in Joslin, Illinois.

Ickes wrote, “all 23 pickets moved towards
Trooper Franck. Almost immediately he let
go of the small woman’s wrist.”

Shirley Pefia is a member of United Auto
Workers Local 997 in Newton, lowa. Rich-
ard McBride works at IBP in Perry, lowa,
and is a member of UFCW 1149.

Tensions escalate in Yugoslavia

Continued from front page

testers marched in the streets of Belgrade to
protest attempts by President Slobodan
Milosevic to annul the results of recent lo-
cal elections.

Thousands of students have participated
in recent demonstrations in Serbia and
Croatia, as imperialist forces prolong their
military operations in the Balkans.

“Our recommendation now is that the
mission end in June 1998, and that shortly
thereafter, all troops withdraw from there,”
declared U.S. Gen. John Shalikashvili, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The
general said the GIs would be included in a
reduced imperialist force of 31,000.troops,
with 5,000 soldiers from other countries sta-
tioned outside Bosnia.

The 20,000 U.S. troops were among the
60,000-strong NATO force sent to Yugosla-
via a year ago to impose a partition of
Bosnia. They were originally scheduled to
leave on December 20.

While touting the military operation as a
“success,” Clinton said “the rebuilding of
the fabric of Bosnia’s economic and politi-
cal life is taking longer than anticipated” and
requires extending Washington’s occupation
force there.

This highlights the fact that the occupy-
ing imperialist powers in Washington, Bonn,
Paris, and London continue to face obstacles
in their aim to overthrow the workers state
in Yugoslavia and reestablish capitalist prop-
erty relations there.

Recently, the German government an-
nounced plans to increase its troop deploy-
ment to Bosnia next year, making Bonn

among the largest military forces there for
the first time.

Confrontation with U.S. soldiers

The Paris meeting followed a confronta-
tion between U.S. soldiers and Bosnian ci-
vilians. The incident began on November
11 when some 600 Bosnian refugees trying
to return to their former homes entered the
village of Gajevi, located in the 2.5-mile
“Zone of Separation” patrolled by NATO
troops. A firefight began and the next day
chauvinist Serb reportedly fired mortars,
rocket-propelled grenades, and small arms.
Bosnian forces responded by firing four
mortar rounds into Koraj, a Serb-held town.
One person was killed and 10 wounded in
battles that lasted two days. .

Combat involving GIs almost ensued
when U.S. Army troops with helicoptor
backing and a company of Russian infantry
soldiers moved to disarm the combatants.
A U.S. military convoy of some 50 vehicles,
including four tanks and several armored
fighting vehicles raided a Bosnian Army
camp on November 14 and confiscated sev-
eral tons of weapons and ammunition. Ac-
cording to the New York Times, the com-
mander of the Bosnian army base was or-
dered by his superior officers to resist U.S.
forces attempting to take weaponry.

Masses of people mobilized to confront
the U.S. military force. A videotape made
of the incident reportedly shows Gls scuf-
fling with civilians and pointing their rifles
at them. Bottles were thrown at the soldiers.

U.S. military officials claim the raid was
done to punish Bosnian authorities for al-

Irish activists protest cop execution

BY CAROLINE BELLAMY

LONDON — Thirty members of
Fuascailt, a group campaigning on behalf
of Irish political prisoners, gathered in a busy
shopping center in Hammersmith, west Lon-
don, November 9.

They were demanding an independent
public inquiry into the recent police execu-
tion of a young unarmed Irish republican,
Diarmuid O’Neill, who was shot dead in the
area September 27. At first, police claimed
that there had been a “gun battle,” but no
firearms or explosives were found in
O’Neill’s flat. Police say they will carry out
an investigation into the shooting them-
selves. Amnesty International is one of sev-
eral organizations calling for the inquiry to
be public and independent of the police.

The action by Fuascailt was prompted by
the closing down by the police of a Com-
munist League book table in Hammersmith
on October 12. The socialists staffing the
table had been campaigning for a public in-
quiry and displayed newspaper photographs
of O’Neill and the bloodstained steps of his
flat with the caption “Innocent until proven
Irish.” The Hammersmith Gazette published

an article on this attack on freedom of
speech, and the Irish Post published a letter
on it written by Communist League mem-
bers. The local law center and Members of
Parliament were also informed of the po-
lice conduct.

The Fuascailt activists set up a table and
distributed hundreds of leaflets detailing the
facts of the O’Neill case to shoppers. They
also passed out leaflets for a public meet-
ing organized by the local trade union coun-
cil to be held in Hammersmith town hall on
November 26 entitled “Ireland: The Issues.”
The platform at the public meeting will in-
clude a speaker from Sinn Fein, Jeremy
Corbyn MP, and Pete Turner from
Hammersmith and Fulham Trade Union
Council. Bernadette McAliskey and Billy
Power of the Birmingham Six have also
been invited to speak. Fuascailt supporters
also collected signatures on a petition de-
manding a public inquiry, and the Commu-
nist League set up another book table.

“We are here to reverse the imbalance in
the media,” said Peter Middleton of
Fuascailt, “to inform ordinary people on the
street about the issues that affect Irish people

in Britain and to demand a public inquiry
into the murder of Diarmuid O’Neill.”

Linda Kerry said
“people we stopped often
said, ‘Oh, didn’t he de-
serve it?” But when we
told them the facts they
felt the police had a case
to answer.” There was
hostility from some pass-
ersby, but the majority of
reactions were positive.
“The response to the peti-
tion was good not just
from the Irish community
but from people as a
whole” said Bill Thomp-
son.

Three police watched
the entire action closely
but made no attempt to
intervene.

Caroline Bellamy is a
member of Transport and
General Workers Union
branch 1-667 in London.
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legedly fomenting combat with the Serb
forces when refugees attempted to return
home. Bosnian officials announced Novem-
ber 19 the dismissal of deputy defense min-
ister Hasan Cengic at Washington’s demand.
U.S. officials complained that Cengic has
too close ties with the Iranian government.

Tensions mounting in Serbia

Tensions are mounting in Serbia as well.
Some 30,000 people marched in Belgrade
to protest the annulment of 43 out of 60 city
council seats by Serbia president Slobadan
Milosevic on November 24. Three days ear-
lier, some 20,000 protesters marched against
the cancellations. The four-party opposition
coalition, called Zajedno, claimed victory
November 17 in the municipal elections.

Elsewhere in Yugoslavia, a stalemate de-
veloped when the Bosnian Serb Army re-
fused to recognized Bosnian Serb president
Biljana Plavsic’s November 9 dismissal of
military commander Gen. Ratko Mladic and
other top officers. About 100 high ranking
officers issued a statement November 11
saying they will continue to support Mladic.
“When the new army chief called a meet-
ing of military commanders, no one showed
up,” editors of the Wall Street Journal com-
plained. The power struggle took another
twist when army officers seized control over
a TV transmitter on Mt. Zep in eastern
Bosnia the next day.

Meanwhile, in Croatia, more than
100,000 demonstrators, including the
Zagreb’s Students Association, rallied on
November 21 against the closing of “Radio
101,” Croatia’s last independent radio sta-
tion. The protest forced the regime of Presi-
dent Franjo Tudjman to reverse its Novem-
ber 20 decision to close down the station.

A few days earlier, a Clinton administra-
tion official told the Associated Press that
Tudjman, who is suffering from cancer, was
admitted to Walter Reed Medical Center, the
U.S. Army’s top medical facility.
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Thousands in Quebec
protest gov’t cutbacks

BY VICKY MERCIER

MONTREAL — Confidence was high on
November 20 as a crowd of more than 6,000
college, university and high school students
took to the streets in Montreal to protest
cutbacks in education and social services.
Three days later 15,000 unionists marched
in Quebec City against the provincial
government’s attempt to gut public work-
ers’ pension funds.

The student march culminated a three-
week province-wide strike by thousands of
college students in Quebec opposing the
provincial government’s plan to cut
Can$700 million (US$518 million) from
funding to education. The students had
vowed not to return to class until the gov-
ernment granted a freeze in tuition fees.
Chanting in French and English, “So, so,
s0, solidarité” and “No way, we won’t pay,”
students marched for three hours in cold
weather.

The high points of the march occurred
when large contingents of students from all
four major universities joined the protest as
it wound its way through Montreal. McGill
University went on strike for the day, while
students at Concordia and the University of
Quebec voted for a two-day strike.

" In response to the student strike and the
wave of protests and occupations, Educa-
tion Minister Pauline Marois pledged to
freeze tuition fees at college and university
levels until the end of the government’s
mandate. The minister announced, however,
that fees for out-of-province students would
increase by 73 percent. The government’s
proposal also includes tightening access to
financial aid and increasing fees for repeat-
ing classes.

Despite the victory of the tuition freeze,
many students at the march were holding
placards reading, “ the fight continues,” ex-
pressing their refusal to accept the attacks
announced by the education minister. “I’m
not at all satisfied,” explained Manuela

Santiago Teigeler, a student from Vieux
Montreal Junior College. Marois “is giving
us crumbs. I’m ready to continue the fight
to the end,” she added.

Fight for equal education

The tuition hike for out-of-province stu-
dents has sparked a major debate, since most
of the students from outside Quebec are
English-speaking. Many students see the
tuition hike as an attempt to divide them.

As Neil Conway, a student from Nova
Scotia, explained, “My tuition may be
doubled and I won’t be able to go back to
school because as a full-time student at
Concordia, I work three days at a hospital
and already I'm in debt.”

An editorial in the English-language
Montreal daily The Gazette described the
tuition hike for out-of-province students as
“academic cleansing,” claiming that “the
public funds that keep fees for Quebec-based
students as low as they are — roughly half
the national average — are in part provided
by the federal government.”

The low tuition fees in Quebec are a re-
sult of the fight by the Quebecois to improve
an inferior educational system in French. A
recent study revealed that the English-lan-
guage universities in Quebec receive 36
percent of federal funding, while
anglophones make up only 8 percent of the
population. This disparity in the quality of
education between English and French uni-
versities is being used by the governing
party in Quebec, the Parti Quebecois, to win
support for the tuition hikes for out-of-prov-
ince students. The Parti Quebecois is play-
ing on resentment to try to get Quebecois
students to accept that these students should
pay more.

“There are certain basic human rights.
Today cuts across language and division. It
shows we can all come together,” said Pete
Wilson, a student from British Colombia,
about the November 20 march in Montreal.

YS recruits in Texas
following Cuban tour

BY JERRY FREIWIRTH

HOUSTON — Members of the Young
Socialists were prominent in organizing the
recent Texas tour of Dagoberto Rodriguez,
first secretary of the Cuban Interests Sec-
tion in Washington, D.C. Two members of
the Houston YS chapter traveled with
Rodriguez to the Rio Grande Valley, along
with José Aravena, a member of the Young
Socialist national steering committee. In-
cluded in the YS delegation was Jennifer
Ponce, a student at the University of Hous-
ton who began the school year as president
of the College Democrats. After hearing
Socialist Workers presidential and vice

63 new members in the YS!
From July 10 to November 26
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presidential candidates James Harris and
Laura Garza and congressional candidate
Jerry Freiwirth speak on campus, Ponce
decided to resign from the College Demo-
crats and join the Young Socialists. She has
been a vigorous builder of the YS ever since.

The YS members’ participation in the
Rodriguez tour bore fruit at the University
of Texas, Pan American, in Edinburg, Texas.
The delegation of Young Socialists worked
with a new member of the YS who attends
Pan Am in distributing socialist literature
and organizing a class on socialism on the
day after Rodriguez’s campus speech.
Eleven people attended the class and two
decided to join the Young Socialists. The
Edinburg, Texas YS chapter’s first meeting
is planned for the last week of November.

Also joining the socialist team at Pan
American and the Tejana/Tejano Student
Leadership Conference the University of
Houston was Laura Garza, who is traveling
to selected cities after the election, building
the Regional Socialist Educational Confer-
ences slated to take place in four cities on
Thanksgiving weekend.

Socialists sold 10 subscriptions to the
Militant and three subscriptions to
Perspectiva Mundial at speaking engage-
ments for Dagoberto Rodriguez, including
the Tejana/Tejano conference. In addition,
meeting participants purchased four copies
of New International no. 10, which includes
the articles “Imperialism’s March towards
Fascism and War” and “Defending Cuba,
Defending Cuba’s Socialist Revolution.”

Pathfinder books were also well received
during the tour. At each event, well-stocked
and attractive literature tables were set up.
Meeting participants showed a particular
interest in books on the Cuban revolution.
Altogether 36 titles were sold, including 4
copies of Episodes of the Cuban Revolution-
ary War by Emesto Che Guevara. Partici-
pants at the Chicano student conference
bought seven copies of The Politics of Chi-
cano Liberation.

December 9, 1996

Massive federal cuts in education funds are
part of the attacks on education and social
programs. On Jan. 25, 1995, 10,000 students
marched in Montreal against Ottawa’s edu-
cation cuts. On February 7 of this year, more
than 20,000 students from 30 cities across
Canada joined protest actions against the
federal government’s plan to cut Can$7 bil-
lion in transfer payments to the provinces
for education and social programs.
Although most students returned to class
in the days after the November 20 demon-
stration, a few colleges still remain on strike.
Two hundred students from the Lévis-
Lauzon Junior College occupied a govern-
ment building in Quebec City on Novem-

PRISONER
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The Militant offers reduced
subscription rates to workers and
farmers behind bars. A 6-month
subscription to the Militant costs
$6, and a one year costs $12. We
send a free sample copy on
request.

Contributions make these
special rates possible for those
who cannot afford regular rates.
Please send your donation to:
Militant Prisoner Fund, 410
West St., New York, NY 10014.

Thousands of youth in the streets of Montreal November 20 protst education cuts

ber 22, hours before the opening of the con-
vention of the Parti Quebecois. The dem-
onstration was violently broken up by the
police riot squad.

Public workers mobilize in Quebec

Another important mobilization occurred
in the same week as the student protest. On
November 23 about 15,000 public sector
workers demonstrated in Quebec City, in
front of the convention of the Parti Quebe-
cois. Among the crowd were hospital work-
ers, nurses, civil servants, college students,
teachers, bus drivers, groups organizing
fighting for housing and many others. The
central aim of the demonstration was to pro-
test a government plan to reopen union con-
tracts in order to take money from the gov-
ernment workers’ pension fund.

Gérald Larose, the president of the Con-
federation of National Trade Unions told the
crowd, “If the solution does not involve the
pockets which are full, it can’t involve the
pockets which are empty.”

Denis Turgeon, a civil servant from Que-
bec City, said, “taking money from the pen-
sion fund, is taking money from the pock-
ets of the youngest.”

Mario Dufour, who was there with a
group of about 200 students from Limoilou
Junior College, said, “We are united for the
same fight, the fight for social justice.” The
unions are planning another protest Decem-
ber 7.

Vicky Mercier is a member of the Young
Socialists and of the International Associa-
tion of Machinists in Montreal. Joe Young
also contributed to this article.
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Nearly 300 new readers
won in final week of drive!

BYMAURICE WILLIAMS

The last days of the campaign to win
1,200 new readers to the Militant, 425 sub-
scribers to its sister publication in Spanish,
Perspectiva Mundial, and sell 550 copies of
the Marxist magazine New [International
ended in a flurry of sales activities. -

Activists reached out to workers and
youth to build the regional socialist educa-

tional conferences at the end of November
in four cities in the United States. Support-
ers of the socialist press wrapped up the
campaign selling 499 subscriptions to
Perspectiva Mundial, going over the goal
by 17 percent. Participants in the drive also
sold 620 copies of New International, go-
ing 12 percent over that goal in the cam-
paign. The Militant subscription sales, how-

ever, came up 58 shy of its goal,
at 95 percent.

During the final target week,
supporters in Seattle sold 20
Militant subscriptions, cam-
paigners in San Francisco sold
21, and activists in St. Paul,
Minnesota sold a whopping 28
subscriptions to the socialist
newsweekly.

Socialist workers and youth
in Chicago launched a concen-
trated effort in the target week,
selling 24 Militant subscrip-
tions and 23 copies of New In-
ternational. “We were able to
set up literature tables inside
college campuses coming on
the heels of the work we did

ler books and pamphlets
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Clinton pushes U.S. trade offensive in Asia

Continued from front page
arm twisting.”

“I thought he’d get on base, but I never
expected he’d hit the ball out of the park,”
said Michael Maibach, vice president for
government affairs at Intel Corp., the
world’s largest maker of computer chips.

“We are on the way to wiring the world,”
crowed William Archey, president of the
American Electronics Association. v

Big-business dailies published in other
imperialist capitals painted a somewhat dif-
ferent picture.

London’s Financial Times, for example,
said in its November 26 issue: “Pacific Rim
leaders yesterday bowed to pressure from
U.S. president Bill Clinton by backing a
_planned free trade deal for information tech-
nology products, but almost immediately
undermined their endorsement by openly
disagreeing over it.” The Times story said
the APEC summit “produced few notewor-
thy advances towards the grouping’s goal
of freeing all trade and investment in the
region by early next century.”

The meeting took place at the former U.S.
naval base at Subic Bay in the Philippines,
which Washington was forced to abandon
in 1992. It was the centerpiece of Clinton’s
tour, which included stops in Hawaii, Aus-
tralia, and Thailand. Trade ministers of the
18 governments represented at the APEC
forum, had failed a week earlier to reach an
agreement endorsing the abolition of pro-
tective tariffs, a form of tax imposed on
imported goods.

The statement Clinton extracted called on
the World Trade Organization (WTO) to
complete an accord on information technol-
ogy products “that would substantially
eliminate tariffs by the year 2000, recog-
nizing the need for flexibility as negotia-
tions... proceed.”

The 123-member WTO, established in
January 1995, is scheduled to hold its first
meeting in mid-December. Washington
pushed for the formation of this interna-
tional trade association. But since its found-
ing, the U.S. government has challenged the
organization’s rules at least three times. It
has ignored, for example, WTO settlement
procedures in a conflict with Japanese com-
panies over auto parts, choosing instead to
threaten Tokyo with sanctions. A recently
issued WTO report lambasted new U.S.
laws penalizing companies in third coun-
tries that invest in Cuba, Iran, and Libya.
The report also said Washington’s unilat-
eral implementation of trade measures “re-
mains a source of tension.”

While the U.S. rulers often present them-
selves as the foremost advocates of so-
called free trade, they don’t talk about their
simultaneous protectionist policies. The
U.S. government maintains 8,000 taxes on
foreign goods, with some as high as 458
percent, according to James Bovard’s book
The Fair Trade Fraud. Since 1980, Wash-
ington has negotiated more than 170 bilat-
eral accords to restrict imports. Quotas
agreed to affect up to half of world trade.
The U.S. government maintains 3,000
clothing and textile quotas, as well as lim-
its on autos, sugar, dairy products, peanuts,
beef, and machine tools. All of these mea-
sures are designed to bolster the profits of

U.S. capitalists.

As Washington has gained an edge on
productivity in manufacturing computer and
other high-tech products, it is trying to pry
wide open the markets of its competitors.
This U.S. bullying does not sit well with
many, even with regimes allied with the bas-
tion of American imperialism.

Goh Chok Tong, prime minister of
Singapore, which will host the December
WTO meeting, said APEC’s statement was
ambiguous. “It can be interpreted by
[APEC] members as anything they want it
to be,” he said.

Following the Manila summit Mabhatir
Mohamad, Malaysia’s prime minister, said
that the 2000 deadline has no binding force.

At the same time, China’s foreign minis-
ter Qian Qichen said negotiating a timetable
or concrete changes in tariffs is not a job for
APEC. “The APEC statement’s practical ef-
fect is limited,” noted an article in the No-
vember 26 Wall Street Journal. “If the WTO
doesn’t conclude the agreement, the APEC
nations will be under no obligation to end
the technology tariffs by 2000.”

Tense relations with China

While in Manila, Clinton met with
China’s president, Jiang Zemin. The two
heads of government pledged to exchange
state visits in the next two years, which
would be the first since former U.S presi-
dent George Bush traveled to Beijing in
1989. Most big-business dailies acknowl-
edged that Clinton accomplished little to
nothing in easing the U.S. government’s
tense relationship with the Chinese workers
state or getting a more profitable access to
the markets of the most populous country
of the world. '

“Administration officials had hoped that
President Jiang Zemin might signal a will-
ingness to begin serious negotiations on
moving the Chinese economy toward open
and free markets in which foreign firms
could compete on equal footing,” said the
November 25 Washington Post. “From all
outward signs, the deal was never struck.”

Beijing is not willing to make the neces-
sary concessions imperialist powers de-
mand, such as dropping import duties on
foreign goods, in order to join the World
Trade Organization. “For China, any signifi-
cant market opening holds the almost cer-
tain prospect of throwing millions of Chi-
nese out of work at thousands of... govern-
ment-owned enterprises that still employ
two-thirds of that country’s urban workers,”
the Post story said.

The niceties between the U.S. and Chi-
nese presidents aside, Clinton made clear
that Washington will not back down from
its longtime support for a resolution at the
United Nations condemning Beijing for “hu-
man rights violations.” Zemin for his part
reiterated Beijing’s longstanding opposition
to U.S. arms sales to Taiwan.

“Only a few years after the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the U.S. once again is
faced with a self-defined rival to its sole
superpower status,” wrote Karen Elliot
House in an opinion column in the Novem-
ber 26 Wall Street Journal. House is the in-
ternational president of Dow Jones. She said
Washington “faces a new bipolar relation-
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ship not unlike that between the U.S. and
U.S.S.R. after World War IL.”

The author continued, “China screams
‘containment’ even when the U.S. pursues
its minimal national interests — opening
relations with Vietnam, extending a defense
treaty with Japan, sailing the Seventh Fleet
near Taiwan.”

Earlier this year, U.S. navy warships
passed through the strait separating Taiwan
and mainland China, as Beijing and Taipei
stepped up military maneuvers off the coast
of Taiwan. The conflict between China and
Taiwan has been a growing concern for
Washington, as Beijing used military exer-
cises to reaffirm its right to reunite with
Taiwan, a right Washington acknowledged
in 1972.

During a speech to Australia’s parliament
in Canberra November 20, Clinton reiter-
ated Washington’s commitment to maintain
its sizable military forces throughout Asia
and the Pacific. The Pentagon has 100,000
troops deployed in the region.

“It’s taken us years to convince people,
at home and in Asia, that we really do see
economic security and national security as
a seamless whole,” U.S. commerce secre-
tary Mickey Kantor said in Manila.

Scandals and inflated stocks continue

Despite the rosy assessment by the U.S.
media of Clinton’s accomplishments in
Asia, and a continued upturn of the U.S.
economy, the various allegations of finan-
cial misconduct against the U.S. president
and his aides persisted throughout his trip.

During a press conference in Australia,
Clinton was bombarded with questions by
reporters about charges that Clinton re-
ceived illegal funds during his election cam-
paign from an Indonesian businessman.

Demonstrators face police outside APEC meeting in the Philippines November 22

This scandal-mongering becomes more
pronounced as part of the decline of world
capitalism, which is mired in depression
conditions, and is a thermometer of the in-
ability of the U.S. rulers to resolve the prob-
lems facing the owners of capital — declin-
ing profit rates and sharper competition
from imperialist allies. These problems are
also reflected in the rising worries among
U.S. ruling circles about a possible sharp
downturn in the economy or even another
crash on Wall Street.

“Today’s financial euphoria can’t last,”
was the top headline of the opinion page of
the November 25 Wall Street Journal.

“The conventional view is that, to be suc-
cessful in his second term, President Clinton
will have to continue to reduce the federal
budget deficit, which means putting Social
Security and Medicare on sound footings,”
wrote author Henry Kaufman, president of
a New York-based money management and
consulting firm. “While these are worth-
while objectives, they pale beside a risk he
cannot control: a stock market crash, with
all the financial and political conseque