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SNCC Blasts 
Vietnam War
The fo llow ing statement by the Student Nonviolent Co­

ordinating Com m ittee was presented at a Jan. 6 press con­
ference in  A tlan ta , Ga., by SNCC chairm an John Lewis.

The  S tu d e n t N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee  as­
sumes its  r ig h t  to  d issent w ith  U n ite d  States fo re ig n  p o lic y  
on any  issue, and states its  oppos ition  to  U n ite d  S tates in ­
v o lv e m e n t in  th e  w a r in  V ie tn a m  on these grounds:

W e be lieve  the  U n ite d  States g o ve rnm en t has been de­
cep tive  in  c la im s o f concern fo r  th e  freedom  o f th e  V ie t­
namese people, ju s t  as th e  g o ve rnm en t has been deceptive  
in  c la im in g  concern fo r  th e  freedom  o f the  co lored people 
in  such o th e r coun tries  as th e  D o m in ican  R epublican , the  
Congo, S outh  A fr ic a , Rhodesia and in  the  U.S. its e lf.

W e o f th e  S tu d e n t N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee , 
have been in v o lv e d  in  th e  b la ck  peop le ’s s tru g g le  fo r  l ib e r ­
a tio n  and  s e lf-d e te rm in a tio n  in  th is  co u n try  fo r  th e  past 
f iv e  years. O u r w o rk , p a r­
t ic u la r ly  in  th e  South, 
ta u g h t us th a t the  U n ite d  
States go ve rn m en t has 
neve r guaran teed  the  fre e ­
dom  o f oppressed citizens, 
and is  n o t y e t t r u ly  de­
te rm in e d  to  end the  ru le  
o f te r ro r  and oppression 
w ith in  its  ow n  borders.

W e ourselves have o ften  
been v ic tim s  o f v io lence 
and co n fin e m e n t executed 
b y  U.S. g o ve rnm en t o f f i ­
c ia ls. W e re ca ll th e  n u m ­
erous persons w ho  have 
been m u rd e re d  in  the  
S outh  because o f th e ir  e f­
fo r ts  to  secure th e ir  c iv il  
and hum an rig h ts , and 
whose m u rd e re rs  have 
been a llo w e d  to  escape 
p e n a lty  fo r  th e ir  crim es.
The m u rd e r o f Sam uel 
Y ounge in  Tuskegee, A la ., is  no d if fe re n t fro m  the  m u rd e r 
o f people  in  V ie tn a m , fo r  b o th  Y ounge  and th e  V ie tnam ese 
sought and are seeking  to  secure th e  r ig h ts  guaran teed  them  
b y  la w . In  each case, th e  U.S. gove rnm en t bears a g rea t 
p a r t o f th e  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  these deaths.

S am uel Y ounge  was m u rd e re d  because U.S. la w  is no t 
be ing  enforced. V ie tnam ese are be ing  m urd e re d  because 
the  U n ite d  S tates is p u rs u in g  an aggressive p o lic y  in  v io la ­
t io n  o f in te rn a tio n a l la w . T he  U.S. is no respecter o f p e r­
sons o r  la w  w hen  such persons o r law s ru n  coun te r to  its  
needs and desires. W e re ca ll th e  in d iffe re n ce , suspic ion and 
o u tr ig h t h o s t i l ity  w ith  w h ic h  o u r repo rts  o f v io lence  have 
been m e t in  the  past by  gove rnm en t o ff ic ia ls .

W e k n o w  fo r  th e  m ost p a rt th a t e lections in  th is  coun - 
ry , in  th e  N o rth  as w e ll as th e  South, are n o t free . W e have 
seen th a t the  1965 V o tin g  R igh ts  A c t and th e  1964 C iv i l  
R igh ts  A c t have n o t y e t been im p lem en ted  w ith  f u l l  fede ra l 
p o w e r and concern. W e question  the  a b i l i ty  and even the  
desire  o f th e  U.S. g o ve rnm en t to  guarantee fre e  e lections 
abroad. W e m a in ta in  th a t o u r c o u n try ’s c ry  o f “ preserve  
freedom  in  the  w o r ld ”  is a h y p o c r it ic a l m ask beh ind  w h ich  
i t  squashed lib e ra t io n  m ovem ents w h ic h  are n o t bound  and 
re fuse  to  be bound  b y  exped iency o f U.S. co ld  w a r po licy .

W e are in  sym p a th y  w ith  and su p p o rt th e  m en in  th is  
c o u n try  w ho  a re  u n w il l in g  to  respond to  th e  m i l i ta r y  d ra f t  
w h ic h  w o u ld  com pel th e m  to  co n tr ib u te  th e ir  live s  to  U.S. 
aggression in  th e  nam e o f th e  “ fre e d o m ”  w e  f in d  so fa lse 
in  th is  co u n try . W e re c o il w ith  h o rro r  a t th e  incons is tency 
o f th is  supposedly fre e  socie ty w h e re  re s p o n s ib ility  to  fre e ­
dom  is  equated w ith  re s p o n s ib ility  to  lend  oneself to  m i l i ­
ta ry  aggression. W e ta ke  no te  o f the  fa c t th a t 16 percen t 
o f th e  dra ftees fro m  th is  co u n try  are N egro, ca lled  on to 
s t if le  th e  lib e ra t io n  o f V ie tn a m , to  p rese rve  a “ dem ocracy”  
w h ic h  does n o t e x is t fo r  th e m  a t home.

W e ask: W here  is  th e  d ra f t  fo r  th e  freedom  f ig h t  in  the  
U n ite d  States?

W e th e re fo re  encourage those A m ericans  w h o  p re fe r 
to  use th e ir  energy in  b u ild in g  dem ocra tic  fo rm s  w ith in  
the  co u n try . W e be lieve  th a t w o rk  in  th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  m ove­
m e n t and o th e r hum an  re la tio n s  o rgan iza tions  is  a v a lid  
a lte rn a tiv e  to  th e  d ra ft. W e u rge  a ll A m ericans  to  seek th is  
a lte rn a tiv e , k n o w in g  f u l l  w e ll th a t i t  m ay cost them  th e ir  
lives , as p a in fu lly  as in  V ie tn a m .

John Lewis

As we go to press there are 
news reports of an im m inent 
transit strike settlement. Union  
negotiator Douglas  MacMahon  
said an agreement was near.

By Tom Leonard
NEW  YORK, Jan. 12 —  The 

more than 36,000 s tr ik ing  mem­
bers of the Transport W orkers 
Union (TW U ), and the Amalga­
mated T rans it Union (A T U ), have 
shown no signs of wavering, and 
the ir so lidarity  continues to be a 
mandate to union negotiators not 
to settle fo r less than a decent 
contract.

This is the main reason tha t 
the ja ilin g  of M ike  Q u ill and eight 
other union leaders fa iled to lead 
to a retreat by the unions. I f  any­
th ing  the in junction  only served to 
harden rank and f ile  strikers and 
to force leaders of other unions to 
f in a lly  break the ir silence and 
pub lic ly  support the strike.

I t  is not surprising, therefore, 
that the two TW U vice presidents, 
Douglas MacMahon, and James 
Horst, who took over union nego­
tiations a fte r Q u ill’s arrest have 
so fa r  remained adament behind 
union demands fo r wages and 
conditions comparable to other 
c ity  workers doing the same k ind 
o f work.

According to economist Leon 
Keyserling, a fo rm er adviser to 
President H a rry  S. Trum an, who 
was retained by the TW U to help 
prepare its contract demands, a 
m a jo rity  o f transit workers were 
not earning enough “ to m aintain 
an adequate health and decency 
standard.”

“ Even i f  the T ransit A u th o rity  
employees in  various categories 
received a 30 percent increase in  
wages,”  he said, “ they w ould s till 
lag behind those in  other com­

parable job classifications in  New 
Y ork  C ity .”

One of MacMahon’s f irs t moves 
on taking over negotiations was to 
ca ll fo r  a mass demonstration at 
C ity  H a ll on Jan. 10 to protest the 
s trike-breaking moves o f M ayor 
John Lindsay.

The demonstration at C ity  H a ll 
was an impressive display of 
ra n k -a n d -file  trans it w orker and 
union support fo r the demand to 
release Q u ill and reach a fa ir  
settlement fo r the TW U. A lthough
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THE STRIKERS' SIDE OF THE 
STORY. For interview with 
transit workers on why they 
are on strike see page 3.
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called fo r 12 noon, pickets began 
a rr iv in g  an hour early. By 11:30 
a.m. they completely surrounded 
C ity  H a ll and by noon th e ir picket 
lin e  was six abreast w ith  an es­
tim ated 15-20,000 workers p a rtic i­
pating.

Among the earliest arriva ls  were 
some 250 members o f the Iro n ­
workers U nion who walked o ff 
th e ir construction jobs at a near­
by 52-story skyscraper to pa rtic i­
pate in  the picket line. They 
marched fo r 90 minutes in  w ork  
coveralls and steel safety helmets.

A t least 20 other unions par­
ticipated in  the demonstration. 
They ranged from  the better paid 
workers in  Local 3, In ternational 
Brotherhood of E lectrica l W orkers 
to the low  paid hospital workers 
in  Local 1199. As chartered buses 
b ring ing  demonstrators to the 
p icket line  a rrived they were 
greeted w ith  cheers by those a l­
ready there. Most o f the signs in  
the demonstration were TW U

placards saying, “ No Contract, No 
W ork.”  Many o f these were al­
tered to include the demands of 
the New Y ork  Central Trades and 
Labor Council, A FL-C IO , to re­
lease the imprisoned strike  leaders.

The m ilita n t s p ir it o f the dem­
onstration, however, was contained 
in  the remarks o f rank -and -file  
pickets and the slogans they w rote 
on the reverse side of TW U 
placards. Typ ica l among these 
were: “ In junctions Mean Slave La­
bor,”  “ I ’m  T ired  o f Being a Sec­
ond Class C itizen —  End D iscrim ­
ina tion  Against the T ransit W ork­
ers,”  “ We Shall Overcome,”  “ A l l  
We A sk For Is Justice,”  “ Q uill  S i  
—  Lindsay No,”  “ We A re  W a lk­
ing, the Subways Run Later,”  
“ O’Grady [head o f the New Y ork  
T rans it A u th o rity ] M ust Go,”  
“ O’Grady Gives H im se lf $5,000 
Raise —  30 fo r T ransit W orkers,”  
and “ The Quickest Way to Save 

(Continued on Page 3)

Joseph Johnson 
O rdered Deported

M IN N E A P O L IS , Jan. 11 —  
Joseph Johnson, T w in  C ities  
o rgan ize r o f th e  S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty , rece ived  a 
no tice  o f d e p o rta tio n  today  
fro m  th e  Im m ig ra tio n  S er­
v ice. T he  C om m ittee  to  O p­
pose th e  D e p o rta tio n  o f Jo ­
seph Johnson w i l l  now  ap­
peal the  case in  th e  courts .

T he  com m ittee  w i l l  h o ld  a 
p u b lic  m ee ting  on Jan. 21. 
F o r m ore  in fo rm a tio n  c a ll 
333-7781, o r  w r ite  th e  com 
m itte e  a t B o x  8731, N o rth  
S ta r B u ild in g , M in n e a p o lis , 
M in n .

S O L ID A R IT Y  D E M O N S T R A T IO N . Scene at N ew  Y o rk  C ity  H a ll Jan. 10 as 15,000 transit s tr ik ­
ers and the ir supporters picketed in  demonstration of determ ination to w in  th e ir just demands.

N.Y. Transit Strike:
Rank-and-File Unity

LBJ's 'Negotiation' Aim: 
Freedom to Crush Guerrillas
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W ITH  JOHNSON'S OK

Steel Barons Boost Prices
By Tom  K e rry

The recent steel price h ike  in 
w h ich  the government entered in ­
to collusion w ith  the U nited 
States Steel Corporation to  boost 
the price o f s truc tu ra l steel by 
an average o f $2.75 a ton, com­
p le te ly  demolishes the last pre­
tense th a t the Johnson adminis­
t r a t i o n ’ s “ ho ld -the-line-w age- 
price-guideposts”  could serve as 
an effective curb on the greed of 
the pro fit-hogs w ho own and con­
tro l the nation ’s economic life .

Taken by itse lf the price in ­
crease on a single steel product 
is o f no great significance. B u t 
viewed in  the context of a w a r­
tim e  boom i t  signifies the collapse 
o f Johnson’s “ vo lun ta ry ”  price 
contro l “ guide lines”  and the ac­
celeration of an in fla tio na ry  trend 
a lready m arked by  a steady in ­
crease in  the consumer cost-of- 
l iv in g  index.

The steel price h ike is not the 
f irs t  b u t m ere ly the latest o f a 
general price movement w hich 
bounded upw ard w ith  the escala­
tion  of the w ar in  Vietnam. A  re­
p o rt on \h e  financia l page of the 
Jan. 2 New Y ork Times records 
tha t a fte r rem aining stable fo r 
about seven years, “ ab rup tly  in  
1965 the wholesale price index 
began to move up.”  (The w hole­
sale price index is d is tinc t from  
the consumer price index —  also 
called the cos t-o f-liv ing  index — 
w hich  has shown a persistent rise 
o f about 1.5 percent a year. In  1965 
i t  was almost 2 percent).

Johnson’s sham battle  against 
the steel corporations, touted as a 
last d itch  stand to hold the line 
against in fla tion , ended in  a com­
plete v ic to ry  fo r the price-goug­
ing  tycoons. “ W hile  the net ef­
fect in  increasing the company’s 
to ta l do lla r sales volume w i l l  be 
almost neglig ib le,”  comments the 
Jan. 6 New Y ork Times “ U.S. 
Steel d id  preserve the princ ip le  
th a t the industry  can make chang­
es in  its  prices from  tim e to time 
w ith o u t being condemned by the 
government.”

A c ting  as the battering ram  fo r 
B ig  Business the steel barons’ v ic ­
to ry  opens the floodgates fo r a 
general price advance up and 
down the line. There is already 
ta lk  of another upw ard price ad­
justm ent in  copper and a lum inum  
prices in  line  w ith  the “ new”  
Johnson adm inistration policy of 
b lin k in g  at “ selective”  price in ­
creases. A l l  the adm inistration 
asks is th a t i t  be “ consulted”  in  
advance so as not to be suddenly 
confronted w ith  a surprise an­
nouncement of m a jor price boosts.

For Am erican boys dragooned 
to f ig h t in  the jungles of V ietnam  
in  a d ir ty  w ar, fought by  d ir ty  
means fo r  d ir ty  ends, w ar means 
mangled bodies, disease and 
death. For the people of V ietnam, 
subjected to the most fr ig h tfu l 
weapons of mass destruction ever 
conceived by the m ind o f man,

DETROIT
IN D O N E SIA  Speaker: Rodney Holt. 

•rw» Jan. 21, 8 p.m. 3737 Woodward. 
Ausp. Friday N ig h t Socialist Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES 

BEHIND THE O IL  C U R TA IN : IRAN  
TO DAY. The Iranian struggle fo r fre e ­
dom and national sovereignty. Speaker: 
Mostasa Chaharmahali, Iranian Student 
Association. Fri., Jan. 21, 8:30 p.m. 1702 
E. 4th St. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor Forum. 

•
NEW  YORK  

WALTER SCHNEIR, co-author o f "In­
vitation to  An Inquest," will discuss the 
Rosenberg-Sobell "a tom  spy" case and 
how the FBI fram ed-up its victim s. Fri., 
Jan. 21, 8:30 p.m. Note new address: 
873 Broadway a t 18th St. C on trib . $1, 
students 50c. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum. * * *

BRING THE TROOPS H O M E  PARTYI
Entertainm ent and refreshments. 252 W . 
85 St., apt. 8A. Saturday, Jan. 15, 
9 p.m. C on trib . $1.50. Ausp. Young 
Socialist A lliance.

Milwaukee Parley Held 
By Antiwar Committee

R IS IN G  C O N S U M E R  P R IC ES. The graph charts the rise in  re ta il 
prices, using 1957-59 prices as a base of comparison. The V ietnam  
w a r w ill accelerate the general price rise. The line labeled A L L  
IT E M S  is better know n as the cost-o f-liv ing  index.

w ar means horro r w ithou t end. 
For the money sharks and stock­
jobbers who ru le  the roost in  
Washington and W a ll Street, w ar 
means lush p ro fits  and the insa­
tiab le greed fo r more. And i t  is 
the Am erican people who w il l  be 
called upon to foo t the b i l l  so 
long as they continue to  tolerate 
th is  state of affairs.

W hat we are w itnessing today is 
a repetition o f the experience of 
the immediate post-war years and 
the period of the Korean w ar. 
W ith  the steel corporations spear­
heading the price-gouging cam­
paign then as now. A l l  tha t has 
changed is the fo rm  not the es­
sential content of the in fla tiona ry  
pattern. In  the post-w ar period 
and especially in  the period o f the 
Korean war, i t  was the practice of 
the steel tycoons, mobilized be­
h ind  U.S. Steel, to announce 
across the board increases in  a ll 
steel products.

Each steel price h ike  was jus­
tifie d  under the p re text th a t steel 
wage costs had gone up in  the 
union contract. B u t figures 
showed tha t steel corporation 
price po licy was based on a 3 - to - l 
ratio . That is, fo r each do lla r in ­
crease in  wages the price o f steel 
w ent up three dollars. Steel cor­
poration price-gouging sparked 
the run-aw ay in fla tio n  o f the 
Korean w ar years. The unions, 
some o f them caught w ith  long­
te rm  contracts w ithou t benefit o f 
cos t-o f-liv ing  clauses took an aw­
fu l beating. The soaring cost of 
liv in g  slashed the w orkers’ stan­
dard of liv ing .

Fo llow ing a period o f re la tive 
price s tab ility  due to the series of 
post-Korean w a r recessions, U.S. 
Steel suddenly announced in  1962 
an across the board steel price 
h ike of s ix dollars per ton. This 
was a fte r President J.F. Kennedy 
had prom ulgated his “ wage-price 
guideline”  po licy to stabilize the 
economy. Under pressure from  the 
adm inistration the steel tycoons 
were compelled to rescind the in ­
crease. The W a ll Street fra te rn ity  
were furious. The stock m arket 
took a nose d ive and has gone 
down in  h is to ry  as the “ Kennedy 
m arket.”

I t  was fo llow ing  this experience 
tha t the steel corporations exe­
cuted a change in  tactics. In  1963, 
choosing one of the smaller cor­
porations as bellwether, the ty ­
coons announced a “ selective”  in ­
crease in  a num ber o f steel pro­
ducts. A l l  the others fe ll in to  
line, o f course, and were praised 
by the Kennedy adm inistration 
fo r th e ir statesmanship. I t  was 
not long before the “ selective”  in ­
creases became general.

W ritin g  of th is period, a W all 
Street Journal (Jan. 10) columnist 
observes: “ La te r tha t year, the 
industry  added boosts on other 
products, again w ithou t govern­
m ent condemnation. In  a ll 1963, 
prices w ent .up 75 percent o f steel 
industry  volume.”  A nd i t  d idn ’t  
stop there. For, as the WSJ w rite r 
continues: “ Between the summer 
o f 1964 and last November, prices 
w ent up on other items account­
ing  fo r about 17 percent of steel

business,”  w ithou t government 
objection, and “ a more recent 
boost, made on tinp la te  in  m id - 
October of last year, brought a l­
most no comment whatsoever 
from  government officia ls.

“ Yet,”  the w r ite r  asserts, “ tha t 
increase was almost as big as 
Bethlehem ’s action on structurals. 
Extra  charges were raised in  1965 
on many items, also w ithou t gov­
ernm ent p ro te s t”

To demonstrate tha t th is  benev­
olent attitude was not confined to 
the steel industry, the WSJ w rite r 
points out: “ A  s im ila r pattern
developed in  other metals indus­
tries. A lum inum  producers have 
raised the price of the ir basic 
metal, or ingot, fou r times in  the 
past tw o years and posted sev­
era l increases on fabricated prod­
ucts early in  1965. Copper p ro ­
ducers have raised the ir domestic 
price fo u r times since the sta rt of
1964. Yet the more recent a t­
tempts o f both industries to boost 
prices fu rth e r were beaten down 
by Washington.”

As a m atter of fact, the recent 
hanky panky in  Washington 
w h ich  substituted the U.S. Steel 
corporation’s $2.75 average in ­
crease fo r  s truc tu ra l steel fo r 
Bethlehem’s announced stra ight 
$5.00 boost was l it t le  more than 
a public relations shell game. As 
the W a ll Street Journal, Jan. 10, 
observes, “ a close look at both 
companies’ moves suggests there 
was on ly a h a ir-sp littin g  d iffe r­
ence between them, at least as fa r 
as the steel industry and economy 
are concerned.”

W hy then a ll the fireworks? 
W a ll Street is not fooled as w it ­
ness the fact tha t the news of the 
steel price h ike sparked a fo u r- 
day upsurge in  the stock market. 
Johnson is tick led  p ink. The Jan. 
6 New Y ork  Times reports tha t 
the president, speaking through 
his press secretary, M r. Moyers, 
“ congratulated the company fo r 
acting ‘in  the national interest.’ ”  
B ig  Business is elated. They’ve 
been given the green lig h t on 
prices and pro fits . The whole 
sham battle  was staged fo r the 
benefit o f the libera ls and labor 
“ statesmen”  concerned w ith  pre­
serving the image o f Johnson as 
“ fr ie n d ”  of the w ork ing  people.

The Johnson adm inistration has 
intervened in  every m ajor labor 
dispute to pressure the unions in ­
to confin ing the ir wage demands 
to the fake “ guide posts”  that 
l im it  labor to the a rb itra ry  3.2 
percent increase w hich is alleged­
ly  pegged to the rate o f produc­
t iv i ty  rise. In  order to keep labor 
hogtied Johnson and his lackies 
m ust t r y  to  continue the pretense 
tha t the so-called price “ guide 
posts”  are being applied to the 
corporations. Even the L it t le  Na­
poleons o f the New Y o rk  T ransit 
A u th o rity  insist upon Johnson’s 
3.2 percent as the ho ly ceiling 
beyond w hich they refuse to 
budge in  th e ir negotiations w ith  
the s tr ik ing  trans it workers. W hat 
the recent steel price controversy 
discloses most c learly is tha t the 
Johnson “ w age-price-guide-line”  
po licy is so much boob-bait.

M ILW A U K E E , Jan. 9 —  The 
Standing Committee of the Na­
tiona l Coordinating Committee to 
End the W ar in  V ietnam  met here 
th is weekend and discussed the 
M arch 25-26 In te rna tiona l Days of 
Protest, the an tiw ar demonstra­
tions to be held in  the South on 
Feb. 12, and problems connected 
w ith  the structure and fu tu re  of 
the NCC.

The meeting was attended by 
about 100 delegates and observers 
from  local and national an tiw ar 
groups across the country. The 
meeting issued a statement sup­
porting  Staughton Lynd, Tom 
Hayden, and H erbert Aptheker, 
who were ju s t re tu rn ing  from  a 
fac t-fin d in g  tr ip  to N orth  V ietnam  
and who face possible prosecution 
by the government.

The gathering also discussed is­
suing a press statement in  the 
name of those present dealing w ith  
President J o h n s o n ’ s so-called 
“ peace offensive.”  The proposed 
statement said the offensive “ is 
not aimed at producing a peace­
fu l settlement of the V ietnam w ar 
w hich w il l  guarantee the rig h t of 
self determ ination fo r the V ie tna­
mese people,”  bu t is designed “ to 
disarm his [Johnson’s] critics  at 
home and abroad.”  The statement 
called fo r immediate w ithd raw a l 
of U. S. troops from  Vietnam.

Speaking against issuing the 
statement, Edward Greer of the 
New Haven-Yale Committee to 
End the W ar in  Vietnam, said he 
as w e ll as “ the overwhelm ing ma­
jo r ity  here is fo r w ithd raw a l now,”  
bu t tha t no such statement should 
be issued because i t  w ould  alienate 
“ moderates”  to whom the move­
ment should appeal.

Speaking fo r  issuing the state­
ment, Je rry  Rubin of the Berkeley 
Vietnam  Day Committee, said the

Monroe Defendants 
Must Forfeit Bail

The N orth  Carolina Supreme 
Court has ru led  tha t $37,000 pu t 
up as ba il money by fo u r c iv il 
rights defendants involved in  the 
Monroe “ kidnap”  fram e-up must 
be forfe ited.

The defendants were convicted 
by the local court in  Monroe, bu t 
the ir convictions were overturned 
by the state Supreme Court on the 
basis tha t the ir t r ia l was uncon­
s titu tiona l since Negroes were sys­
tem atically excluded from  ju ry  
du ty  in  Union County where M on­
roe is located. The defendants — 
Mae M allo ry, R ichard Crowder, 
H aro ld  Reape and John L o w ry  — 
then petitioned fo r the re tu rn  of 
the ir $37,000. However, the money 
was not given back.

The defendants were reindicted 
a fte r several months and the ba il 
money was ju s t applied to the 
new indictm ent. The defendants 
contend that th is is an illega l pro­
cedure.

The defendants, who are no 
longer residents of N orth  Caro­
lina, d id not appear in  court fo r 
the new indictm ent. They intend 
to fig h t extrad ition  procedures be­
cause they do not believe that 
they can get a fa ir  tr ia l in  that 
state. When they did not show up, 
the ir ba il money was declared fo r­
fe it. They appealed to the state 
Supreme Court w hich upheld the 
local court. The defendants intend 
to appeal the state Supreme 
C ourt’s ru ling .

How Cuba Uprooted 
Race Discrimination

By H arry  Ring
16 pages 15 cents

M e rit Publishers 
5 East Third St.

New York, N . Y . 10003

Jerry  R ubin ,;

movement should “ te ll the tru th ”  
about the w ar and that th is w ould 
have the broadest'appeal. The vote 
by ind iv idua l vo ting  delegates pre­
sent was 19 to 18 in favor of is­
suing the statement.

This result, however, was then 
overturned by the use o f p roxy 
and weighted votes. Weighted 
votes are additional votes held by 
committees c la im ing large mem­
berships on the basis o f one vote 
fo r each 100 members. P roxy votes 
were those held by some delegates 
in  the name of some of the com­
mittees which d id  not send dele­
gates. When the votes were count­
ed this way, the resu lt was 25 to 
38 against issuing the statement.

That th is gave a h igh ly  distorted 
result is clear from  the fact th a t 
the delegates o f the Berkeley VDC, 
w hich is by fa r the largest local 
group in  the movement, had on ly  
fo u r votes. Greer, on the other 
hand, cast e ight votes. F ive o f 
his seven proxies were from  a 
single high school group in  New 
Y o rk  w hich has had one pub lic  
a ffa ir  since its form ation — a 
teach-in attended by some 500 
persons.

Another m ajor po in t o f discus­
sion was a proposal by Je rry  
R ubin  on the fu tu re  of the NCC 
in  w hich he suggested the head­
quarters be augmented w ith  addi­
tiona l s ta ff and moved from  M adi­
son, Wis. to Chicago in  order to  “ be 
located in  an area o f heterogeneous 
po litica l tendencies, w hich offset 
one another and in  w h ich  the op­
po rtun ity  fo r independent points 
of v iew  is greatest.”

A  m otion was adopted tha t this 
m atter w ould be taken up at a 
Standing Committee meeting in  
A p r il a fte r a fu l l  discussion and 
when more of the several hundred 
local committees m igh t be present.

Staughton Lynd 
To Speak in N.Y.
N E W  Y O R K  —  T h e  th re e  

A m ericans  w h o  ju s t re tu rn e d  
fro m  a fa c t f in d in g  t r ip  to  
n o r th  V ie tn a m  w i l l  g ive  an 
eyew itness re p o rt on th e  s itu ­
a tio n  in  H ano i a t a m ee ting  
in  N ew  Y o rk  Sunday, Jan. 
16 a t 1:30 p.m . The m ee ting  
w i l l  be a t M a n h a tta n  C enter, 
34th St. and E ig h th  A ve .

Y a le  pro fessor S taugh ton  
L y n d , Tom  H ayden, a fo u n ­
d e r o f th e  S tuden ts  fo r  a 
D em ocra tic  Socie ty, and H e r­
b e rt A p th e k e r, h is to ria n , re ­
tu rn e d  Jan. 10 a fte r  a 10-day 
t r ip  to  H ano i. T he  m eeting  
is sponsored b y  th e  F if th  A ve. 
V ie tn a m  Peace Parade C om ­
m ittee . A . J. M uste  w i l l  be 
cha irm an .



SOLIDLY BEHIND SHUTDOWN

Interview With Transit Strikers
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STATEMENT OF EARNINGS AND DEDUCTIONS 
DETACH BEFORE CASHING OR DEPOSITING CHECK

B E H IN D  T H E  S T R IK E . Pay stub of a strik ing  Transit A u thority  
subway car cleaner. H e can’t support fam ily  on take-hom e pay of

B y  B a rry  Sheppard
NEW  Y O R K — “ We w il l  stay 

out u n til they get wise to them ­
selves and come across w ith  the 
scratch,”  a bus d rive r to ld  M ili- 
tan t reporters Tom Leonard and 
m yself in  a bar on the Low er 
East Side, one o f some 55 loca­
tions being used by the s tr ik ing  
trans it workers as headquarters.

The mood among the pickets 
we talked to  was one o f m ilita n t 
so lida rity  and a determ ination to 
fig h t in  the face o f an in junction  
against the strike  and the ja ilin g  
o f Transport W orkers Union lead­
ers. P icket captain John B arre tt, 
w ork ing  out of Pete’s Lunch 
Room on Audubon Ave., to ld  us 
“ We are behind Q u ill 100 percent. 
The in junc tion  is not going to 
stop the strike. The longer they 
keep those guys in  ja il,  the long­
er the men w il l  stay out. I f  they 
w an t to pu t people in  ja il,  they 
w il l  have to pu t 36,000 men in  
ja i l  The men w il l  stay out u n til 
we get a fa ir  and decent settle­
ment.”

The strike  is beginning to be 
an economic stra in on the w o rk ­
ers, since the union does not have 
a s tr ike  fund, bu t we found tha t 
i f  anyth ing the low er-pa id  w ork­
ers were the most m ilita n t. “ The 
s trike  is getting tougher fo r me,”  
said a subway-car cleaner w ith  a 
Spanish accent, “ bu t I  w il l  stay 
ou t to  the end. As fa r as I am 
concerned, i t  is do or die. I  w il l  
take a bank loan i f  i t  continues. 
I f  I  have to, I ’l l  go to ja il. I t  was 
the workers who to ld the leaders 
to  fig h t fo r these demands, and 
w e ’re ready to go to ja il  w ith  
Q u ill and the others.”

A  Negro motorman said of the 
in junc tion , “ You can’t  run a ra il­
road w ith  an in junction . No scabs 
are going to run the ra ilroad, no­

“ The P o l i c e  do n 't 
need to go on strike to 
get raises. A nd those 
stinking judges, those 
hums, they can get a 
$ 5 ,0 0 0  increase w ith  
no problem . W e want 
equalization."  —  S trik ­
ing busdriver.

body is breaking th is union.”  
Another motorman, also a Ne­

gro, said tha t he could “ hold out. 
I ’l l  make a bank loan i f  neces­
sary. We are ready to fig h t a 
long time. I f  we gave in  now, 
we w ould have a w h ip  over us 
—  i t  w ould be like  the ’30s..”  

The same mood we found by 
ta lk ing  to the .strike pickets was 
reflected in  an in te rv iew  w ith  
Lee Trotm an, a Negro bus drive r, 
p rin ted  in  the Jan. 9 Herald T r i­
bune: “ We are 100 percent fo r 
th is strike and we w on’t go back 
u n til we get a decent increase. 
We won’t accept a settlement 
from  M ike Q u ill or the negotiators 
unless they get us w ha t we need, 
not ju s t w hat we want. Showdown 
tim e has come . . . Sometimes 
you hear tha t M ike  Q u ill d idn ’t 
do enough to get wage increases 
in  the past, tha t he d idn ’t  do as 
much as he should, b u t he’s def­
in ite ly  re flecting  w hat the w o rk ­
ers w ant now.”

Here and there as we talked to 
pickets we w ould hear a red -ba it­
ing comment about The M ilita n t, 
as m ight be expected a fte r 20

years of cold w ar and w itch  hunt. 
B u t generally speaking, the w o rk ­
ers were pleased to expla in the ir 
side of the story to a sympathetic 
paper, and to counter the press 
charges tha t th e ir demands are 
completely unreasonable.

The centra l issue to the trans it 
workers is equality w ith  the other 
c ity  workers. “ Motormen get less 
than sanitation workers,”  one of 
the Negro motormen referred to 
above to ld  us. “ We start at $3.26 
and our top pay is $3.46 per hour. 
They get almost $1 more. I t ’s 
te rrib le  try in g  to raise a fa m ily  
on this. Another issue is re tire ­
m ent —  we w ant re tirem ent after 
25 years regardless of age, like  
the other c ity  workers.”  Now the 
trans it workers can’t  re tire  u n til 
they have both 25 years service 
and are 65 years old.

“ Police and firem en and sani­
ta tion w orkers have inde fin ite  
sick leave w ith  pay,”  he contin­
ued. “ We have 12 days a year. 
The c ity  pays 75 percent o f po­
lice and firem en’s pensions; we 
pay fo r the whole pension. They 
have 11 paid holidays, we have 
nine. They get a u n ifo rm  a llow ­
ance, we have to buy our own.”

“ Police mechanics get $4.56 an 
hour,”  said a bus mechanic. “ We 
get $3.46. We w ant to go up to 
the preva iling rate of pay. U n like  
many other c ity  workers, we have 
to buy our own tools, our own 
overalls. O ur equipment is old, 
and there is inadequate ven tila ­
tion  in  the garages so we are 
poisoned by the monoxide fumes.”

The subway-car cleaner pointed 
out tha t “ The T A  [T rans it A u ­
th o r ity ] w orker is the lowest 
w orker fo r the c ity . I  make $2.57 
per hour, although I  do the same 
th ing  as the sanitation w orker 
who gets much more. I  have a w ife  
and tw o children. I t ’s ve ry  tough. 
I  take home only $80 a week, 
m y ren t is $93, and I  send my 
daughter to parochial school.”

By Ed Sm ith
A  little -no ticed  fact about 

W ashington’s rap id  escalation of 
the Vietnamese w ar in  recent 
weeks is that U.S. troops are now 
regu larly  using tear and nausea- 
producing gases in counterguer­
r i l la  warfare. This fact was re­
vealed on the f irs t day of the 
massive U.S. m ilita ry  invasion of 
the Mekong R ive r delta region 
a fte r the Christmas truce.

A lthough i t  was o rig ina lly  re­
ported gas had never been used 
on such a large scale in  V ietnam 
before the Jan. 2 attack, the New  
Y ork Times revealed Jan. 4 tha t 
U.S. troops had used gas a num ­
ber of times since General W il­
liam  C. Westmoreland gave the 
go-ahead last October. The Times 
attempted to p lay down the sig­
nificance of th is fact by report­
ing  tha t the Jan. 2 attack “ appar­
en tly  had l it t le  e ffect on the 
Vietcong.”

B u t the only th ing  that has pre­
vented Washington from  w ide­
spread use of gases in  V ietnam  
has noth ing to do w ith  th e ir m il­
ita ry  effectiveness. The Pentagon 
has at its  disposal an arsenal of 
le tha l nerve gases, ready fo r use 
in  V ietnam  on a moment’s notice. 
W hat has stopped the Pentagon 
so fa r has been th e ir hesitancy 
to provoke w orldw ide  opposition 
to chemical warfare.

The real significance of th is  dis­
closure is tha t i t  indicates Wash­
ington strategists feel public opin­
ion su ffic ien tly  neutralized to a l­
low  them to make a fu rth e r step 
in  the ir escalation o f chemical 
w arfare in  Vietnam, and accord­
ing to the W all Street Journal, 
th is question is presently being 
considered by the highest m ilita ry  
echelon.

Beside the demand fo r higher 
wages to match the other w o rk ­
ers in  the c ity , an issue we found 
to be a universal grievance of the 
workers was the use o f spies by 
the Transit A u th o rity . The w o rk ­
ers call these spies “ beakies.”  

“ Money is the most im portan t 
issue,”  John B a rre tt to ld us. “ That 
and the beakies, who are noth ing 
b u t a Gestapo.”

P a trick  O’Hara, p icket leader 
along w ith  B a rre tt a t the 168th 
St. IN D  te rm ina l, said, “ Nobody 
wants to waste a sick leave. B u t 
they pay these beakies to come 
around and check up when a man 
is sick, to see i f  he’s home. I f  
he’s out five  days, the beaky 
comes around two or three times. 
You have to be home when you’re 
sick. You can’t leave home, or the 
hospital, unless you ca ll the T A  
firs t, like  you were a k id . I f  the 
beakies fin d  you not home, fo r 
any reason, you w on’t  get paid fo r 
the entire tim e you were sick 
and you get a reprim and.”

A  bus d rive r explained in  a 
th ick  Ir ish  brogue tha t he has 
been “ caught by beakies tw ice 
fo r not wearing m y badge. The 
th ird  tim e w il l  mean suspension 
fo r three days w ithou t pay. These 
beakies are bad fo r  morale. They 
have beakies w atching other 
beakies.”

In  the Jan. 5 Journal, s ta ff-re - 
porter W illia m  Beecher w rote 
from  Washington th a t “ The pro­
posal to d ig more deeply in to  
Uncle Sam’s bag of exotic weap­
ons is now  before the five-m an 
Jo in t Chiefs of S taff. They are 
expected to favor and fo rw ard  
the idea to President Johnson 
w ith in  the next few  weeks.”

Beecher inc iden ta lly  revealed 
that the gas in  the Jan. 2 attack 
“ was la rge ly w afted away by pre­
va iling  w inds.”  He then explained 
w hy the generals favored more 
“ exotic”  gases.

“ Tear gas comes in  various m ix ­
tures. Upon the f irs t ugly reac­
tion  to its use last spring,”  Beech­
er explained, “ Defense Secretary 
McNamara described three types 
tha t he said had been employed 
by .Vietnamese forces: CN, CS, 
and DM. None had been very 
useful, he said, because the ir e f­
fects wore o ff rap id ly .

Times Varies
“ CN [the  gas used Jan. 2] in ­

capacitates fo r on ly about three 
minutes, he said; CS fo r  five  to 
15 minutes, and D M  (w h ich  
s tr ic tly  speaking, is no t classed by 
the A rm y  as a tear gas b u t a 
‘vom iting  agent’ ) fo r 30 minutes 
to  tw o  hours. Because o f th is 
b rie f effectiveness, a fr ie n d ly  
force doesn’t  always have tim e 
to exp lo it its  advantage over the 
weeping or retching enemy troops 
before they have recovered.”

W hile  W ashington is care fu lly  
sounding out the pulse o f public 
opinion to determine when i t  w il l  
be prepared to w ithstand the 
shock of an inoculation o f more 
le tha l gases, tw o physicians from  
the H arvard  U n ive rs ity  medical 
school released a paper describ­
ing Washington’s gas arsenal.

Another d rive r said, “ They’ve 
got money fo r beakies, b u t no 
money fo r us.”

The d a ily  press, radio and te l­
evision have tr ied  to give the im ­
pression tha t the strike  is the 
w o rk  of M ike  Q u ill and a few  
of his men. The facts are tha t the 
power and d rive  behind the strike  
are the trans it workers them­
selves, united, solid and ready to 
figh t. This is evident in  every­
th ing  the workers to ld  us.

Long years of grievances lik e  
the beakies, and resentment of 
low  wages and unequal trea t­
m ent compared to other c ity  
workers, have been p ilin g  up. A n ­
other factor is the Negro mem­
bership in  the union —  estimated 
at 40-45 percent —  and the im ­
pact of the Negro struggle fo r  
equa lity  in  the society at large 
upon these b lack w orkers and 
the w h ite  w orkers too. “ Among 
the voices tha t can be h e a rd . . . ”  
observes Francis Sugrue in  the 
H erald Tribune, “ is tha t of the 
Negro — and i t  is supporting 
M ike  Q u ill and is so lid ly  behind 
the strike .”  These factors have 
produced a change in  conscious­
ness among the transit workers, 
a new figh ting  mood w hich hasn’t  
been seen in  the labor movement 
fo r some time.

The report was described in  the 
W all Street Journa l Jan. 7. “ O f 
the various chemical weapons,”  
the Journal states, “ the hallucina­
to ry  drugs, tear gas and nausea 
gas and the m ustard gas-type 
agents were classified by the H a r­
vard physicians as ‘incapacitating 
and usually nonlethal, although 
they can k i l l  under certa in c ir ­
cumstances.’ ”

“ The h igh ly  le tha l nerve gases 
are ‘the newest, the most effec­
tive  and the most lik e ly  to be 
used’ in  any chemical w ar, they 
said. These agents can enter the 
body through the lungs in  gaseous 
fo rm  or through the skin in  liq u id  
form . They e ffective ly  in te rfe re  
w ith  the na tu ra l breakdown of 
certain chemicals a t nerve end­
ings.

“ The doctors said,”  the W all 
Street Journa l continues, “ i t  is 
known tha t one nerve gas ‘has 
been produced and stockpiled in. 
the Rocky M ounta in Arsenal in  
Denver, and it,  or another o f the 
nerve gases, was produced as re ­
cently as A p r i l  1964 in  a p la n t in  
Newport, Ind .’ The Ind iana p lant, 
they said, was supposed to  have 
been operating 24 hours a day 
fo r more than three years .

“  ‘The newer gases possess a l­
most a ll the qualities tha t make 
an excellent chemical w arfa re  
agent,’ they said. ‘Being odorless 
and colorless, they give no w a rn ­
ing.’ They called the gases as 
much as 30 times more poisonous 
than the g'ases used in  W orld  
W ar I. ‘A  few  inhalations can 
cause a blood concentration suf­
fic ien t to k i l l  in  one or tw o m in ­
utes, and at the concentrations 
atta inable under fie ld  conditions, 
even a single inha la tion can k i l l . ’ ”

A BARBARIC  PRACTICE

U.S. Steps Up Gas Warfare in Vietnam
. New York Transit Strike

(Continued from Page 1)
the Day is Free M ike Q u ill and 
Raise O ur Pay.”

“ Hey! Get a sign and w a lk ,”  
some pickets shouted at by-stand- 
ers. Another shouted to office 
w orkers in  a skyscraper, “ Get out 
o f there! A re  you on company 
time? You haven’t  got a union? 
Come down and jo in  us.”  Before 
the demonstration ended, several 
thousand workers attended a ra lly  
nearby where Mrs. Sh irley Q u ill, 
w ife  of the ja iled  TW U leader, 
thanked them and to ld them to 
stand behind the strike  “ u n til he ll 
freezes over.”  La te r several hun­
dred demonstrators marched in  
fro n t o f the c ity  ja il where strike  
leaders are imprisoned, demanding 
th e ir release.

In  the face of th is display of 
so lidarity, M ayor Lindsay aband­
oned a ll pretense of being a fr iend  
o f labor. In  a prepared speech, he 
called the strike  “ illega l”  and 
urged “ union leaders everywhere”  
to help h im  reach a “ responsible”  
settlement. He also called upon 
the people o f New Y o rk  to sup­
port his refusal to give in  to the 
“ lawless demands of a single po­
w er group.”  He also claimed the 
c ity  was w illin g  to pay a price 
“ fa ir  to  the employees, fa ir  to  the 
employer and fa ir  to the public.”

The tru th  is tha t the only ones 
who have been receiving “ fa ir ”  
treatm ent since the c ity  bought the 
trans it system from  p riva te  opera­
tors have been the banks. In  the 
last tw o years alone the payment 
on loans from  the purchase o f the 
subway system has been over $100 
m illio n  annually. M ain ta in ing  
these astronomical interest pay­
ments over the years —  w hich  the 
bankers have pocketed as p ro fits  
—  is a m a jo r factor w hy subway 
fares have risen from  50 to 150 in  
tha t period.

I f  New Yorkers are forced to 
pay another fare increase, i t  w il l  
be to continue th is profiteering. 
Another fo rm  o f p ro fiteering  at 
the subway r id e r’s expense has

been the “ ine ffic iency”  o f the 
po litica l hacks who run  the Trans­
i t  A u th o rity  in  spending the public 
money w h ile  feeding at the public 
trough. A  small pa rt o f th is came 
to lig h t in  a su it file d  at the 
Federal Court in  New Y ork  on 
Jan. 9, charging five  m ajor steel 
companies o f conspiring to f ix  
prices on subway wheels.

W hile  the present s trike -b reak­
ing mayor o f New Y ork is a Re­
publican, th is p ro fit-goug ing  at the 
expense of New Y o rk  subway r id ­
ers, has taken place u n til now w ith  
Democratic mayors in  office.

Both boss parties share the gu ilt 
fo r depressing the wages of trans it 
workers and u ltim a te ly  forcing 
them out on strike  a fte r years of 
sweetheart deals w ith  union lead­
ers.

M ayor L indsay’s appeal fo r help 
from  leaders o f other unions to 
help break the trans it s trike  is not 
surprising since the boss p o lit i­
cians have been getting this k ind  
o f help from  se ll-out union lead­
ers fo r years.

A F L -C IO  p r e s i d e n t  George 
Meany reportedly offered to ‘help 
settle the dispute,”  shortly  a fte r 
L indsay made his plea fo r a l it t le  
fin k in g  by  “ labor statesmen.”  
Meany even'had the ga ll to praise 
the s trike-breaking  mayor’s hand­
lin g  o f the strike, and to joke 
about Q u ill’s ja iling .

In  the meantime the corpora­
tion-owned news media continues 
its hysterical attempts to tu rn  the 
pub lic  against the strike. Leading 
this assault is the New Y ork  Times 
w h ich  has now e d ito ria lly  called 
fo r the use of the N ational Guard 
to break the strike.

Some Times workers however, 
have expressed support to  the 
trans it strikers. A  resolution adop­
ted unanim ously by the Times 
composing room chapel of the 
IT U  “ resolved, tha t we disagree 
en tire ly  w ith  the an ti-labo r senti­
ment of the New York Times as 
expressed by the ir ed ito ria l w r it ­
ers.”
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NAACP Leaders and Vietnam
I t  was a co w a rd ly , m yo p ic  th in g  fo r  th e  N A A C P  o ff ic ia ld o m  

to  p u b lic ly  a tta ck  SNCC fo r  its  fin e  action  in  condem ning  th e  re ­
a c tio n a ry  U.S. w a r in  V ie tn a m . (See SNCC sta tem ent, page 1.)

N A A C P  d ire c to r  R oy W ilk in s  decla red th e  o rgan iza tion  “ d is ­
associates”  its e lf  fro m  the  SNCC stand and th a t th e  p u b lic  
shou ld  be c a re fu l n o t to  confuse SNCC w ith  th e  N A A C P .

N A A C P  p ro g ra m  d ire c to r G lo u s te r C u rre n t ch im ed in  w ith  
th e  sn ide assertion th a t SNCC leaders had been neg lec ting  th e ir  
c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rk  in  o rd e r to  be m a rch in g  in  peace parades.

T he  a tta ck  on  SNCC is w ro n g  fro m  e ve ry  v ie w p o in t. The 
w a r o f aggression b y  th e  U.S. aga inst th e  co lo red people  o f V ie t­
nam  is  c e r ta in ly  dese rv ing  o f condem nation  b y  e ve ry  g roup  th a t 
considers its e lf  ded icated  to  the  p u rs u it  o f hum an  jus tice .

The  c o n tin u a tio n  o f th e  w a r in  V ie tn a m  can o n ly  m ean a fu r ­
th e r  s tre n g th e n in g  o f re a c tio n  in  th is  c o u n try  and correspond ing  
d i f f ic u l t y  fo r  th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  m ovem en t in  re g is te r in g  gains. ( I t  
is  w o r th  rem em bering , in  th is  regard , th a t th e  rac is ts  a re  am ong 
th e  m ost en thus ias tic  supporte rs  o f the  V ie tn a m  w a r.)

C onverse ly, th e  deve lopm en t o f a s trong  m ovem en t in  op ­
p o s ition  to  Johnson’s w a r  streng thens th e  genera l m ovem ent fo r  
socia l progress and th a t in  tu rn  aids th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  m ovem ent.

F u rth e r , even th e  m eager concessions m ade b y  th e  a d m in is ­
t ra t io n  in  th e  w a y  o f a n tip o v e rty  funds, socia l w e lfa re , etc., w i l l  
be s h a rp ly  cu rbed  i f  th e  w a r continues. H e re  too, i t  w i l l  be the  
b la ck  peop le  o f th is  co u n try  w ho  w i l l  be f i r s t  and ha rdes t h it.

F in a lly , i f  the  N A A C P  o ff ic ia ld o m  is u n d e r th e  illu s io n , as 
i t  a p p a re n tly  is, th a t p ro tes ta tions  o f lo y a lty  on fo re ig n  p o lic y  w i l l  
p u t i t  in  a b e tte r p o s ition  to  w heed le  c iv i l  r ig h ts  concessions fro m  
th e  a d m in is tra tio n , i t  co u ld n ’t  be  m ore  w rong . A  re a lly  m il i ta n t  
m ovem en t th a t opposes th e  go ve rn m en t’s reactionary po lic ies  —  
dom estic  and fo re ig n  —  is fa r  m ore  l ik e ly  to  w re s t concessions 
fro m  th e  w i ly  ra c is t in  the  W h ite  House.

A Lesson for Antiwar Fighters
T he re  a re  a n u m b e r o f in s tru c t iv e  aspects to  th e  cam paign 

in  N ew  Y o rk ’s 17th C ongressional D is t r ic t  to  f i l l  the  p lace in  the  
House vacated b y  John  L in d s a y  w hen  he was e lected m ayor.

One h e a rte n in g  aspect o f th e  cam paign is th a t i t  re fle c ts  the  
deep p o p u la r concern th a t ex is ts  abou t th e  V ie tn a m  w a r. T hree  
o f th e  p r in c ip a l contenders fo r  th e  D em ocra tic  n o m in a tio n , as 
w e ll as th e  R epub lican  nom inee, considered i t  p o lit ic  to  ta ke  a 
c r it ic a l stance in  re la tio n  to  th e  w a r.

T he  cam pa ign  is a lso in s tru c t iv e  in  th a t i t  o ffe rs  in  capsule 
fo rm  a good exam ple  o f the  f u t i l i t y  o f opponents o f the  w a r t r y ­
in g  to  ach ieve th e ir  a im s th ro u g h  the  c a p ita lis t parties.

M a n y  opponents o f th e  V ie tn a m  w a r w e re  encouraged w hen  
R obe rt S ch w a rtz  en te red  th e  race fo r  th e  D em ocra tic  nom ina tion . 
A  m em ber o f S AN E , A D A  and th e  A C L U , he has been considered 
an outspoken c r it ic  o f th e  V ie tn a m  w a r  and he declared he w o u ld  
m ake  i t  th e  c e n tra l issue in  h is  cam paign.

T h e  m em bers o f th e  N e w  Y o rk  C oun ty  D em ocra tic  C o m m it­
tee, w h o  w e re  to  select th e  nom inee, to o k  a d im  v ie w  o f M r. 
S chw artz , how ever, and selected O r in  Lehm an , m em ber o f the  
p o w e rfu l b a n k in g  fa m ily .

M r. S chw artz , p ro m p tly  a fte r  th e  f i r s t  b a llo t, asked h is  sup­
p o rte rs  to  sw itch  th e ir  vo te  to  M r . Leh m a n  because, he said, L e h ­
m an ’s v ie w s  on V ie tn a m  w e re  closest to  h is  ow n.

M r . L e h m a n ’s v ie w s  on V ie tn a m  w e re  ind ica ted , im m e d ia te ly  
a fte r  h is  n o m in a tio n , w h e n  he a ttacked  h is  R epub lican  opponent, 
Theodore  K u p fe rm a n , w h o  said he th o u g h t w e  sh ou ldn ’t  be in  
V ie tn a m . “ W e can ’t  ju s t  p u l l  o u t o f th e re ,”  op ined  M r. Lehm an.

H is  s tand shou ld  n o t have come as a surp rise . E ven  p r io r  
to  h is  n o m in a tio n  he  to ld  th e  N e w  Y o rk  Village Voice Dec. 9: 
“ I  th in k  w e  have to  bom b N o rth  V ie tnam ese m i l i ta r y  in s ta lla tio n s , 
b rid g e s  and ra ilro a d s , b u t I  am  opposed to  b o m b ing  c iv il ia n  popu ­
la tio n s .”
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H untington A ve., Room 307.
C H IC A G O . Socialist W orkers P a rty  and 
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W E 9-5044.

C L E V E L A N D . Eugene V . Debs H all, 
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N E W A R K . N ew ark  Labor Forum , Box  
361, N ew ark , N ew  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor 
Forum . 873 Broadway. 982-6051.

O A K L A N D -B E R K E L E Y , S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers P arty . Phone 562-4667.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Fo­
rum : P.O. Box 8412.

ST. LO U IS . Phone Evergreen 9-2895. 
Ask fo r D ick Clarke.

SAN D IE G O . San Diego Labor Forum. 
1853 Irv in g  St.

SA N  FR A N C ISC O . Pioneer Bookstore 
and M ilita n t Labor Forum . 1722 Page 
St. U N  3-2453. Open 2-5 p.m. M on., F ri., 
and weekends.

S E A TTLE . 3815 5th N .E . L ib rary , book 
store. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m. Saturdays. 
Phone M E  2-7449.

In  December, 1964, representa­
tives of the M ississippi Freedom  
Democratic P arty  toured the coun­
try  seeking support to block the 
seating of M ississippi’s segrega­
tion is t o ffic ia ls  when Congress 
convened on Jan. 4, 1965. A t a 
H arlem  church ra lly  on Dec. 20, 
1964, the chief speaker was Mrs. 
Fannie Lou Hamer o f the MFDP, 
whose testim ony about racist b ru ­
ta lity  had attracted w ide attention  
at the national Democratic Party  
convention earlie r in  the year. 
M alcolm  X  spoke too, a fte r Mrs. 
Hamer’s address and a fte r the 
Freedom Singers had presented 
various songs, includ ing  “ Oginga 
Odinga of Kenya.”

Installment 13
LEARN TO SPEAK TH EIR  

LANGUAGE
Rev. [Joseph] Coles [J r . ] ,  Mrs. 

Hamer, honored guests, brothers 
and sisters, friends and enemies; 
also ABC  and CBS and F B I and 
C IA :

I  couldn’t  help bu t be ve ry  im ­
pressed at the outstart when the 
Freedom Singers were singing the 
song “ Oginga Odinga”  because 
Oginga Odinga is one of the fo re­
most freedom fighters on the A f ­
rican continent. A t the tim e he 
visited in  A tlanta , Ga., I  th in k  he 
was then the m in is te r of home a f­
fa irs in  Kenya. B u t since Kenya 
became a republic last week, and 
Jomo Kenyatta ceased being the 
prim e m in is te r and became the 
president, the same person you 
are singing about, Oginga Odinga, 
is now Kenyatta ’s vice president. 
He’s the num ber-tw o man in  the 
Kenya government.

The fact that you w ould be 
singing about h im , to me is quite 
significant. Two or three years 
ago, th is w ou ldn ’t  have been done. 
Two or three years ago, most of 
our people w ould choose to sing 
about someone who was, you 
know, passive and meek and 
humble and fo rg iv ing . Oginga 
Odinga is not passive. He’s not 
meek. He’s not humble. He’s not 
nonviolent. B u t he’s free.

Mail Man
Oginga Odinga is vice president 

under Jomo Kenyatta, and Jomo 
Kenyatta was considered to be the 
organizer of the Mau Mau; I  th in k  
you mentioned the Mau M au in 
tha t song. A nd i f  you analyze 
closely those words, I  th in k  you’l l  
have the key to how to straighten 
the situation out in  Mississippi. 
When the nations of A frica  are 
tru ly  independent —■ and they 
w il l  be tru ly  independent because 
they’re going about i t  in  the r ig h t 
w ay —  the historians w il l  give 
P rim e M in ister, o r rather, Presi­
dent Kenyatta and the M au Mau 
the ir r ig h tfu l role in  A frican  his­
tory.

They’l l  go down as the greatest 
A frican  patrio ts and freedom 
fighters tha t that continent ever 
knew, and they w il l  be given 
cred it fo r b ring ing about the in ­
dependence o f many of the exist­
ing independent states on tha t 
continent r ig h t now. There was a 
tim e when the ir image was nega­
tive, b u t today they’re looked up­
on w ith  respect and th e ir ch ief is 
the president and th e ir next chief 
is the vice president.

New York Too
I  have to take tim e to mention 

that because, in  m y opinion, not 
on ly  in  M ississippi and Alabama, 
but r ig h t here in New Y o rk  C ity, 
you and I  can best learn how to 
get real freedom by studying how 
Kenyatta brought i t  to his people 
in Kenya, and how Odinga helped

V'.

V I

Excerpted from the book, M al­
colm X Speaks, with the permis­
sion of Merit Publishers, 5 East 
Third St., New York, N . Y. 10003. 
Price $5.95. Copyright 1965 by 
M erit Publishers.

him, and the excellent job  tha t 
was done by the Mau M au free­
dom fighters. In  fact, th a t’s what 
we need in  Mississippi. In  M is­
sissippi we need a Mau Mau. In  
Alabama we need a Mau Mau. In  
Georgia we need a Mau Mau. 
R igh t here in  Harlem , in  New 
Y ork  C ity, we need a Mau Mau.

I  say i t  w ith  no anger; I  say 
i t  w ith  ve ry  carefu l forethought. 
The language tha t you and I  have 
been speaking to th is man in the 
past hasn’t  reached him. A nd you 
can never rea lly  get your point 
across to a person u n til you learn 
how to communicate w ith  him . I f  
he speaks French, you can’t  speak 
German. You have to know what 
language he speaks and then 
speak to h im  in  tha t language.

When I  listen to Mrs. Hamer, 
a black woman —  could be my 
mother, m y sister, m y daughter —  
describe w hat they had done to 
her in  Mississippi, I  ask myself 
how in  the w o rld  can we ever ex­
pect to be respected as men when 
we w il l  a llow  something like  that 
to be done to our women, and 
we do noth ing about it? How can 
you and I  be looked upon as men, 
w ith  black women being beaten 
and nothing being done about it, 
black children and black babies 
being beaten and noth ing being 
done about it?

No, we don’t  deserve to be rec­
ognized and respected as men as 
long as our women can be b ru ta l­
ized in  the manner tha t th is w o­
man described, and nothing being 
done about it ,  bu t we s it around 
singing “ We Shall Overcome.”

A Choice

We need a Mau Mau. I f  they 
don’t  w ant to deal w ith  the M is­
sissippi Freedom Democratic Par­
ty, then we’l l  give them something 
else to deal w ith . I f  they don’t  
w ant to deal w ith  the Student 
N onvio lent Committee, then we 
have to give them an alternative. 
Never stick someone out there 
w ithou t an alternative. [O r] we 
waste our tim e. Give them this 
or give them that. G ive them the 
choice between th is or that.

When I  was in  A frica , I  noticed 
some o f the A fricans got the ir 
freedom faster than others. Some 
areas of the A frica n  continent 
became independent faster than 
other areas. I  noticed tha t in  the 
areas where independence had 
been gotten, someone got angry. 
And in  the areas where indepen­
dence had not been achieved yet,

no one was angry. They were sad 
—  they’d s it around and ta lk  
about the ir p light, bu t they 
weren’t mad. And usually, when 
people are sad, they don’t  do 
anything. They ju s t c ry over the ir 
condition.

B u t when they gel angry, they 
b ring  about a change. When they 
get angry, they aren’t interested 
in logic, they aren’t  interested in  
odds, they aren’t  interested in  
consequences. When they get an­
gry, they realize the condition tha t 
they’re in  —  tha t th e ir suffering 
is unjust, im m oral, illegal, and 
tha t anyth ing they do to correct 
i t  or e lim inate it, they’re jus tified . 
When you and I  develop tha t type 
of anger and speak in  tha t voice, 
then we’l l  get some k ind  o f re ­
spect and recognition, and some 
changes from  these people w ho 
have been prom ising us fa lsely a l­
ready fo r fa r too long.

Bestial Language
So you have to speak th e ir la n ­

guage. The language tha t they 
were speaking to-M rs. Ham er was 
the language of b ru ta lity . Beasts, 
they were, beating her —  The 
tw o Negroes, they weren’t at fau lt. 
They were ju s t puppets. You don’t  
blame the puppet, you blame the  
puppeteer. They were ju s t ca rry ­
ing out someone else’s orders. 
They were under someone else’s 
ju risd ic tion . They weren’t  a t 
fa u lt; in  a w ay they were, bu t 
I  s till won’t blame them. I  pu t 
the blame on tha t man who gave 
the orders.

To Communicate
And when you and I  begin to 

look at h im  and see the language 
he speaks, the language of a brute, 
the language of someone who has 
no sense of m ora lity , who abso­
lu te ly  ignores law —  when you 
and I learn how to speak his 
language, then we can communi­
cate. But we w il l  never commun­
icate ta lk ing  one language w h ile  
he’s ta lk ing  another language. 
He’s ta lk ing  the language o f v i­
olence w h ile  you and I  are ru n ­
ning around w ith  th is l it t le  ch ick­
en-p icking type o f language -— 
and th in k  tha t he’s going to u n ­
derstand.

L e t’s learn his language. I f  his 
language is w ith  a shotgun, get a 
shotgun. Yes, I  said i f  he only un­
derstands the language of a r if le , 
get a rifle . I f  he only understands 
the language of a rope, get a rope. 
B u t don’t  waste tim e ta lk ing  the 
w rong language to a man i f  you 
w an t to rea lly  communicate w ith  
him . Speak his language —  there’s 
noth ing w rong w ith  that. I f  some­
th ing  was w rong w ith  tha t lan ­
guage, the federal government 
w ould have stopped the cracker 
from  speaking i t  to  you and me.

Next week: The Cracker Party.
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LBJ's 'Negotiation' Aim:

Freedom to Crush Guerrillas
Hanoi Statement on 'Peace Offensive

“ The U n ite d  S tates is  thousands o f m iles  aw ay fro m  
V ie tn a m . The V ie tnam ese people has n e ve r la id  hands on the  
U n ite d  States. The U n ite d  States G ove rn m e n t has no  r ig h t  to  
send troops to  invade  south V ie tn a m  and to  la unch  a ir  a ttacks 
on the  D em ocra tic  R e p u b lic  o f V ie tn a m . I t  has no r ig h t  to  
im pose on the  G ove rn m e n t o f the  D em ocra tic  R e p u b lic  o f 
V ie tn a m  any c o n d itio n  w ha tsoeve r in  exchange fo r  s topp ing  its  
a ir  ra ids  on n o rth  V ie tn a m .

“ U n ite d  S tates aggression is th e  deep ro o t and th e  im m e d i­
ate cause o f the  serious s itu a tio n  now  p re v a ilin g  in  V ie tn a m . 
W ith  the  e nd ing  o f th is  aggression peace w i l l  be im m e d ia te ly  
resto red  in  th is  c o u n try .”  —  F ro m  th e  te x t  o f th e  D em ocra tic  
R epub lic  o f V ie tn a m ’s answ er to  Johnson ’s “ peace o ffe n s ive ,”  
Jan. 4.

By Dick Roberts
JAN. 11— One fact above every­

th in g  else emerges from  a close 
exam ination o f Johnson’s now two- 
week-old, w orldv/ide d iplom atic 
foray. This is tha t the central aim 
o f the United States in  V ietnam  
remains w hat i t  has been fo r the 
past five  years —  to crush the Na­
tiona l L ibe ra tion  F ron t in  south 
Vietnam.

This m ain design on Washing­
ton ’s pa rt was underlined w ith  the 
blood of south Vietnamese c iv il­
ians on ly  fo u r days a fte r the 
peace-propaganda campaign be­
gan. On Jan.2, U.S. troops launched 
the f irs t full-scale attack on the 
Mekong R iver Delta region, burn ­
ing peasant farm s in  th e ir wake 
and spraying quantities o f inca­
pacitating gas on guerrillas; by 
Jan. 9 th is  attack had become the 
largest ground operation o f the 
Vietnamese war.

The Mekong-region attack was 
preceded, according to the Jan. 10 
New Y o rk  H erald T ribune  by  B-52 
bombing and “ the strongest ar­
t i l le ry  barrage of the w ar”  w hich 
had “ pulverized the area.”  F u r­
therm ore i t  signalized a complete 
take-over of the m ilita ry  opera­
tions in  V ietnam  by U.S. com­
manders. “ The operation began in  
such secrecy,”  the Tribune  con­
tinued, “ tha t the Vietnamese high 
command was not no tified  about 
i t  u n t il the last m inute.”

Even before the Mekong-region 
attack began, another U.S. drive, 
b ring ing  the F irs t C avalry D iv i­
sion one m ile  from  the Cambodian 
border, had begun secretly. “ I t  
was not announced earlie r,”  the 
New Y ork  Times stated Jan. 11, 
“ because o f a ru le  tha t forbids 
news on operations before ‘s ign if­
icant contact’ w ith  the enemy was 
reported.”

“ There was lit t le  contact, even 
today . . .”  the Times continued.

And para lle l to  these tw o m a jo r 
U.S. drives, the South Korean d iv i-

Peronism Still Strongest
Peronism remains the strongest 

single po litica l movement in  A r ­
gentina. “ One th ird  of the nation 
maintains stubborn loya lty  to the 
doctrine o f social revo lu tion”  they 
feel Peron proclaimed, reports 
A rth u r  J. Olsen in  the Jan. 2 
New Y ork Times. A ll  attempts by 
m iddle-class politic ians to absorb 
the Peronist movement have 
fa iled, even though the move­
ment itse lf is sp lit in to  at least 
five  factions. “ The industria l p ro ­
le ta ria t of Buenos A ires and the 
ru ra l p ro le ta ria t o f the provinces 
sense tha t the [A rgen tine ] ‘o li­
garchy’ has not yet come to 
terms”  w ith  the revo lu tionary 
aims o f the workers. The “ sullen 
masses,”  as Olsen calls them, w il l  
almost certa in ly  cast a resounding 
Peronist vote in  p rov inc ia l elec­
tions in  1966 and 1967, o r stage 
an equally impressive boycott.

Highest Law of Land
A rtic le  10 of C hile ’s constitu­

tion  guarantees the “ in v io la b ility  
o f a ll property, w ithou t excep­
tion.”  The re form ist C hristian 
Democrats are try in g  to change 
th is so tha t they can vote fo r an 
agrarian re fo rm  law. This mod­
erate and legal approach is meet­
ing heavy resistance from  the so­
cie ty ’s entrenched conservative 
interests. The re form  law  would 
l im it landholding to 200 acres per 
person and d is tribu te  any land 
over that l im it  to poor peasants.

Lysenko Blasted as Fraud
A  commission of Soviet scien­

tists has declared T ro fim  D. L y ­
senko, the notorious S ta lin is t b i­
ologist, a fraud. Lysenko’s claims 
to have bred a new stra in  of cat­
tle  tha t produces more m ilk , i t  
seems, were based on fa lsified

sions in  V ietnam  were involved 
in  w hat the Times described as 
a “ vast operation, employing 
many thousands of men.”

W hile these three campaigns are 
underway in  V ietnam , each one of 
w hich stacks up to be la rger than 
any previous m ilita ry  drives of 
the war, U.S. planes have been 
bombing Laos on an average of 
250 times a day since the C hris t­
mas truce began. “ This in fo rm a­
tion  has been w ithhe ld  from  re­
porters in  Saigon,”  CBS corres­
pondent M u rray  Fromson report­
ed from  Bangkok Jan. 7, “ pos­
sib ly  in  the hope tha t the less said 
about i t  the be tter chance o f b ring ­
ing Hanoi to the conference table.”

“ B u t i t  also suggests,”  Fromson 
continued, “ tha t the strikes may be 
a prelude to a la rger operation 
against Communist supply lines in 
Laos.”

Fancy Maneuver
The abundant lack o f c la r ity  in  

the Am erican press about w hat 
Johnson’s foreign representatives 
are actua lly saying on the d ip lo­
m atic fron t, accompanied w ith  a 
g la ring  d isparity  between w hat 
Johnson is saying at home and 
w hat he is actua lly  doing in  V ie t­
nam, appear to make Johnson’s 
so-called peace offensive one of 
the most complex po litica l man­
euvers of the decade.

In  reality,, however, there is 
ve ry  l it t le  m ystery e ithe r about 
w hat Johnson tr ied  to accomplish 
on the d ip lom atic fron t, o r w hy  he 
was forced in to  th is elaborate 
maneuver to begin w ith . The es­
sence of the d ip lom atic proposals 
was revealed by the U.S. Ambas­
sador to the United Nations, A r ­
th u r Goldberg, in a press confer­
ence, Jan. 5.

Reporters in  the conference pu t 
the question to  Goldberg three 
separate times, “ Is the U.S. w illin g  
to negotiate w ith  the N ational 
L ibe ra tion  F ron t itse lf?”  In  his 
th ird  attem pt to dodge the ques-

statistics. The commission’s fin d ­
ings were approved by the M in ­
is try  o f A g ricu ltu re  and pub­
lished in deta il in  special 128-page 
editions of three agricu ltu ra l 
journals, includ ing one fo rm erly  
controlled by Lysenko. H is super­
vision of an experim ental farm  
was also ended. Lysenko accused 
the commission of “ d istortions”  
and “ slander.”  W hat we wonder, 
though; Does the report explain 
how this quack professor rose so 
high and lasted so long in  the 
land of the Soviets?

FALN Holds 'Large Sections'
The Venezuelan government 

denies tha t the gue rrilla  move­
ment there is at a ll substantial. 
B u t here’s how the Jan. 10 Chris­
tian  Science M on ito r describes the 
s ituation in  areas where the guer­
rilla s  are strong. “ In  the remote 
western regions of Venezuela . . .  
F A L N  [A rm ed Forces of Nation­
al L ibe ra tion ] activists control 
large sections of th is coffee-grow­
ing region. There are few  roads, 
the te rra in  is steep, and peasant 
poverty exists on a w ide scale. I t  
is d iff ic u lt fo r Venezuelan police 
and arm y un its  to fe rre t out the 
terrorists, much less m ainta in o r­
der.”

Image Suffers in Sweden
C ritic ism  of the U.S., especially 

over the V ietnam  war, rose sharp­
ly  in  Sweden in  1965. The news­
paper Stockholms-Tidningen, o r­
gan of the ru lin g  Social Demo­
crats and of the Confederation of 
Labor, devoted its pages to ten 
articles by prom inent ind iv idua ls 
to explain some typ ica l criticism s. 
One contributor, Jan M yrda l, son 
of the famous P rof. Gunnar M y r­
dal, made three points on U.S. 
po licy in  V ietnam :

tion, Goldberg gave the show 
away: “ I  said,”  Goldbert stated, 
“ that i f  there were a desire on the 
pa rt o f Hanoi —  w hich  is the gov­
ernm ent concerned, and whose ac­
tiv itie s  are being fe lt in  the south 
— to go to the conference table, 
the problem of having the voice, 
the views, of the V ie t Cong heard 
can be handled.”  (U.S. Mission to 
the UN, Press Release No. 4782)

In  other words, i f  Hanoi admits 
to W ashington’s charge tha t the 
popular revo lu tion against the 
U.S.-bolstered land lord  regime in  
Saigon is rea lly  the resu lt o f “ sub­
version”  by Hanoi, and i f  Hanoi 
can persuade the N LF  tha t th is 
hoax is in  th e ir best interest, 
Washington is w illin g  to ta lk . I f  
not, the U.S. threatens to bomb the 
indus tria l centers o f no rth  V ie t­
nam.

In  less d ip lom atic language, 
Johnson’s proposal to Hanoi is 
pure and simple blackm ail. Even 
i f  Hanoi agrees to enter in to  talks, 
w h ich  has no t been the case to 
date, there is no guarantee of any 
k ind  tha t U.S. troops w il l  w ith ­
draw  from  Vietnam. Goldberg to ld 
the reporters, “ we are no t going 
to be forced out of south V ietnam 
by force of arms.”  There is noth­
ing mysterious about th is  position.

The fac t o f the m atter is tha t 
Washington is under tremendous 
pressure both around the w orld  
and in  th is country to end the w ar 
in  V ietnam  —  much more pressure 
than the adm inistration is ready 
to adm it —  and the W hite House 
found i t  absolutely necessary to 
cover a continuation of the w ar 
w ith  an elaborate show o f “ peace­
fu l”  intentions.

B u t i t  is no t simply, a question 
o f continuing the w ar at its  present 
level. The U nited States is losing 
the w a r in  south Vietnam. Even 
to establish its m in im um  objective, 
namely the safeguarding o f a ring  
of m ilita ry  bases in  tha t country, 
i t  w i l l  be necessary fo r Johnson

“ The f irs t is tha t through its 
present policy the USA is try ing  
to check a necessary process of 
national and social liberation . . .  
The second po in t is tha t the USA 
has set itse lf above in ternationa l 
law  through its bomb raids on 
north  V ietnam and its underm in­
ing o f the Geneva convention. The 
th ird  po in t is tha t by a llow ing 
the execution and to rtu re  of pris­
oners and not respecting conven­
tions, the USA contributes to de­
stroying respect fo r law .”

The only apologist fo r Washing­
ton in  the series was a form er 
ambassador to the U.S., a prom ­
inent capita lis t po litic ian .

The 'Daily Blah'?
B rita in ’s Communist P a rty  is 

looking fo r a new name fo r its 
paper, the D aily  W orker. The party  
executive is asking its  members 
to help th in k  o f one. The present 
name, they explain, “ gives an in ­
correct impression o f the scope” 
o f the paper’s appeal and is 
“ therefore needlessly restric tive  in 
its effect.”  Last week we reported 
on the W orker’s brochure seeking 
advertisers, which to ld of its  h igh- 
income readership and included 
a photo of a com fortable-looking 
“ typ ica l D a ily  W orker fa m ily .”  
Guess they need a respectable 
handle to keep up w ith  tha t pros­
perous image.

False Image?
Surveys in  West Germany, B r i-  

t ain, France, and Ita ly  show that 
more than h a lf o f the w e ll-edu­
cated th in k  of the U. S. as com­
p lete ly capita listic, reports Ralph 
K . White, a psychology professor, 
in  the current Foreign A ffa irs . 
W hite  th inks something should be 
done to explain that we have a 
‘m ix e d  economy.”

to send in  hundreds of thousands 
more troops.

This was the sum and substance 
o f the report by Senator M ike 
M ansfie ld ’s five-m an team a fte r an 
extensive tou r w h ich  included a 
long stop in  V ietnam . The report 
was made pub lic  Jan. 8, and the 
fu l l  te x t w.as p rin ted  in  the Wash­
ington Post o f the fo llow ing  date.

F irs t of a ll, the M ansfie ld re­
port explained the escalation of 
U.S. com m itm ent w h ich  took place 
in  1965: “ This augmentation,”  the 
report states, “ was a response to 
a near-desperate s ituation in  early 
1965. There is no question tha t 
the government o f V ietnam  in  Sai­
gon was faced w ith  a ra p id ly  de­
te rio ra ting  position at the tim e . . . 
A  to ta l collapse o f the Saigon gov­
ernm ent’s au tho rity  appeared im ­
m inent in  the early  months of
1965.”

The report then pointed out the 
d ifficu ltie s  w h ich  s ti l l  confront the 
U.S. m ilita ry , even a fte r eight 
months’ escalation o f forces. These 
include the fo llow ing :

•  “ A  substantial increase”  can­
not be expected in  the forces of 
the Saigon government arm y in  
the coming year because “ the 
sources o f expanded recru itm ent 
are not great and . . . are shared 
w ith  the Vietcong. Moreover, a 
high desertion ra te  continues, de­
spite determ ined efforts to reduce 
it . ”

•  “ The magnitude of the ex­
panded U.S. m ilita ry  e ffo rt has re­
quired a vastly  enlarged support 
complex”  w h ich  “ has strained the 
fac ilities  of the new logistic sys­
tem to the utmost, w ith  long de­
lays in  unloading and m oving 
equipment . . . and shortages of 
im portan t items of supply despite 
efforts to e lim inate these short­
ages.”

•  The U.S. has established sev­
eral large bases, lik e  the one in 
Danang, bu t “ the b u lk  o f the U.S. 
M arine forces”  there “ is now  pre­
occupied in  defense w ith in  tha t 
perim eter.”  A nd even so, “ i t  is 
s ti l l  possible fo r the Vietcong to 
bypass the defenders and pene­
tra te  the area in  sporadic hit-and- 
run  raids.”

•  “ Communication between the 
base areas along the coast are s til l 
subject to Vietcong ambush and 
attack.”  Even in  Saigon, “ heavily 
defended as i t  is . . . Vietcong 
a b ility  to  ca rry  out te rro ris tic  at­
tacks w ith in  the c ity  itse lf is from  
tim e to tim e made evident.”

•  “ Observers believe tha t per­
haps not more than 25 percent of 
the villages under government con­
tro l . . . w ould  be free from  in ­
tim ida tion  at an election at the 
present tim e.”

•  The strategic ham let pro­
gram “ was allowed in  large meas­
ure to collapse.”  A  new program 
of “ pacification”  is being under­
taken, bu t “ teams in  the p r io r ity  
areas chosen by the governm ent”  
w il l  not be available u n til the end 
of 1966.

•  “ A bout 22 percent o f the pop­
ula tion  is under Vietcong contro l,”  
according to the report, “ and . . . 
about 18 percent inhabits contest­
ed areas. About 60 percent is, at 
the present, under some fo rm  of 
government control, la rge ly be­
cause o f its  hold on Saigon and 
other cities and towns.”

The conclusions of the Mans­
fie ld  Report are unequivocal: “ A 
rapid solution to the con flic t in  
V ietnam  is not in  immediate pros­
pect. This w ould  appear to be the 
case whether m ilita ry  v ic to ry  is 
pursued or negotiations do, in  fact,

m ateria lize." (Emphasis added)
“ Despite the great increases in  

Am erican m ilita ry  commitment, i t  
is doub tfu l in  v iew  of the accele­
ra tion  o f Vietcong e fforts  tha t the 
constricted position now  held in  
V ietnam  by the Saigon govern­
ment can continue to be held fo r  
the inde fin ite  fu tu re , le t alone ex­
tended, w ithou t fu r th e r augmenta­
tion  of Am erican forces on the 
ground.

“ Indeed, i f  present trends con­
tinue, there is no assurance as to 
w hat u ltim ate  increase in  A m eri­
can m ilita ry  com m itm ent w il l  be 
required before the con flic t is 
term inated . . . A l l  o f m ainland 
Southeast Asia, at least, cannot be 
ru led out as a potentia l battle­
fie ld .”

“ Negotiations a t-th is  tim e,”  the 
report b lu n tly  stated —• and th is 
is the crucia l po in t — “ i f  they do 
come about, and i f  they are ac­
companied by a cease-fire and 
standfast, w ould serve to stabil­
ize a s ituation in  w h ich  the m ajor­
ity  of the population remains un­
der nom inal Government contro l 
bu t in  w hich the dominance of 
the countryside rests la rge ly in  
the hands o f the Vietcong.”

The M ansfie ld Report, i t  should 
be noted, w h ich  m any news an­
alysts in terpreted as a critic ism  of 
Johnson’s policy of escalating the 
Vietnamese war, nevertheless 
c learly set fo rth  the boundaries of 
any negotiations w h ich  the U.S. 
m igh t enter into. These boundaries 
a llow  an inde fin ite  U.S. occupation 
of south Vietnam, and give U.S. 
troops the freedom to continue 
the ir forays against the revo lu tion­
ary guerrillas.

W hat the M ansfie ld Report 
makes crysta l clear is tha t the 
Johnson adm inistration is faced 
w ith  a double-edged problem  in  
Vietnam. U.S. po licy in  Southeast 
Asia is h igh ly  unpopular on a 
w orld  scale. There is grow ing op­
position w ith in  the U.S. and th is 
is occurring at a tim e when John­
son intends to demand congress to 
support a greater war, w ith  more 
men and more money.

I t  is these factors w h ich  prom pt­
ed Johnson to undertake the 
“ peace offensive.”  Its  purpose was 
noth ing short o f neutra liz ing  w o rld  
opinion against the w ar w h ile  
freeing the U nited States to at­
tem pt to crush the NFL.

Rosenberg Book Author 
To Speak at N.Y. Forum

NEW  YO R K —  W alter Schnei r  
w il l  speak at the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  on F riday evening, Jan. 
14, on how the F B I m anufactured 
evidence in  the Rosenberg-Sobell 
case.

Schneir is co-author w ith  M ir -  
iam  Schneir o f the w ide ly  dis­
cussed new book on the case, In ­
v ita tion  to an Inquest. A  w ide 
va rie ty  of critics agree th a t the 
book does a rem arkable job  of 
dissecting the evidence under 
w hich Julius and E thel Rosenberg 
and Morton Sobell were convicted 
in 1951 of “ conspiracy to com m it 
espionage.”  The Rosenbergs were 
executed and Sobell is serving a 
30-year prison term.

M any reviews in  the capita lis t 
press have stated tha t the book 
has caused them to reconsider 
the ir previous be lie f tha t the tr io  
were gu ilty .

Schneir w i l l  speak at the M i l i ­
tan t Labor Forum ’s new ha ll a t 
873 Broadway, corner of 18th St.

W o r l d  E v e n t s
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LABOR CHAPTERS FROM WORLD WAR II

The Workers' Capacity for M ilitant Struggle
( The fo llow ing  are excerpts 

fro m  ta lks on the revo lu tionary  
potentia l o f the w ork ing  class by 
F a rre ll Dobbs, national secretary 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party. 
The ta lks were given in  August 
1964 a t a Chicago summer school 
fo r  socialist youth.)

When the U nited States entered 
W orld  W ar I I  President Roosevelt

 —  w ho was almost as n im ble  
as W alte r Reuther in  gu lling  the 
w orkers w i t h  “ statesmanlike”  
schemes having about as much 
substance as a w isp of 6moke —  
called fo r  “ equality of sacrifice”  
in  support o f the w ar e ffo rt. The 
capita lists were to take a price 
freeze, the workers a wage freeze. 
A n  O ffice  o f Price A dm in is tra ­
tion  was set up to police prices 
and a government-imposed wage 
settlement in  a union contract 
w ith  the sm aller steel companies 
w h ich  became know n as the “ L i t ­
tle  Steel Form ula,”  was made the 
c rite ria  fo r the wage freeze.

WhaJ happened? In  no tim e at 
a ll a b lack m arket appeared. Peo­
ple who had the bucks could get 
most anything, despite shortages 
o f goods on the open m arket, 
provided they paid the robber 
prices levied by the b lack m ar­
keteers. More and more goods 
moved onto the black m arket and 
the shortages increased in  areas 
where price controls were m ain­
tained. Then step by step the gov­
ernm ent allowed the capitalists 
to  punch holes in  the o ffic ia l 
price ceiling on the grounds of 
“ hardship.”  In  short, price c o n tro l' 
soon became a fic tion .

On the wage side i t  was the 
other way around. You never saw 
such d iligen t efforts by the gov­
ernm ent to carry out its policy 
to  the le tter. So the workers found 
themselves caught in  a bind. 
Prices were clim bing, wages re ­
mained frozen and th e ir standard 
o f liv in g  was being ground down 
w h ile  the w ar profiteers got r ic h ­
er and richer. They couldn’t  see 
where there was much “ equality 
o f sacrifice”  and there was a good 
deal o f restiveness in  the ranks of 
the unions.

F in a lly  in  1943 the restiveness 
broke in to  the open and the
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John L . Lewis

U nited M ine W orkers led the bat­
tle. They challenged the “ L itt le  
Steel Form ula,”  which was the 
counterpart then of today’s “ guide­
lines”  by President Johnson to 
prevent “ in fla tio na ry ”  wage in ­
creases. The government insisted 
the m iners w ould have to abide 
by the wage-freeze form ula and 
the m iners said “ No.”

Then something took place that 
was unprecedented in  Am erican 
labor history. R igh t in  the m iddle 
of W orld  W ar I I  the coal m iners 
went on a series of nation-w ide 
strikes in a runn ing  battle  against 
the Roosevelt government that 
went on fo r months. They’d strike  
a w h ile , then re tu rn  to w ork, then 
go out again. They fought under 
tw o main slogans: “ E qua lity  of 
opportun ity”  and “ You can’t  dig 
coal w ith  bayonets.”

The C om m unist P arty  finked on 
the coal m iners in  1943, denounc­
ing them as “ agents of H it le r,”  
and they weren’t  the on ly ones to 
fin k . The union bureaucrats gen­
e ra lly  weasled out on the s trik ing  
coal miners. They were as tim id  
then in  the face o f a government 
assault on the workers as they are 
today in  the v ic tim iza tion  of H o f 
fa  in  w hich the government’s real 
target is the Teamsters Union and 
the whole labor movement.

Rare Specimen
Here is something to note about 

John L . Lew is who led the em­
battled coal miners. As he has 
demonstrated throughout his life , 
Lew is is a class collaborationist. 
He does not base h im self upon 
class struggle principles. B u t one 
th ing  about Lew is made h im  stand 
head and shoulders above the 
average union bureaucrat. He 
stood as a rare specimen w ith in  
the union bureaucracy who had 
the capacity to conceive of the 
union movement as a power and 
w ho had the guts to use that 
power. I  have many critic ism s of 
Lew is b u t I ’l l  never forget tha t 
in  the m iddle of W orld  W ar I I  
he led a long, hard ba ttle  against 
the strikebreaking of the Roose­
ve lt adm inistration, a battle  tha t 
busted open the wage freeze and 
won some class justice fo r the 
coal miners.

One good example in  the class 
struggle, like  the “ begats”  in  the 
B ible, often leads to another. By 
1944 w ildca t strikes were devel­
oping throughout basic industry  as 
the union rank  and file  fo llowed 
the example set by  the coal m in ­
ers. They fought to  take advan­
tage of the gap the m iners had 
rammed in  the wage-freeze w a ll. 
Some unionists also drew the po­
lit ic a l lesson o f the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tion ’s strikebreaking and 
sentiment fo r a labor pa rty  gained 
s ign ificant momentum, especially 
w ith in  the 'C IO .

W ith  the end of the w a r there

came an unprecedented strike 
wave. Before going in to  tha t I  
w an t to m ention b r ie fly  another 
th ing  tha t happened, something 
tha t in  the last analysis was in ­
tim a te ly  related w ith  the general 
labor upsurge. Soon a fte r V -J  
Day, w hich marked the Japanese 
surrender, U.S. troops began dem­
onstrations in  the various theaters 
of w ar demanding tha t they be 
demobilized and brought home. 
The demand was echoed by th e ir 
fam ilies at home and, as usually 
happens in  mass movements, 
somebody came up w ith  a slogan 
tha t soon caught on. I t  was, “ No 
boats, no votes.”  That was lan­
guage even the capita lis t p o lit i­
cians could understand: either
get us home or don’t  expect to 
be re-elected.

In  the m ain the organizers of 
the troop demonstrations were 
men w ith  experience in  the labor 
battles tha t gave rise to the CIO, 
men who had been picket cap­
tains, job stewards, union officers. 
I t  was a case of pu tting  union 
know -how  to w o rk  fo r  a good 
w ork ing  c l a s s  purpose under 
changed conditions. They were 
applying the slogan we used in  
organizing the over-the-road d r iv ­
ers in  the central states during  
the Th irties. When the young 
Teamster m ilitan ts  w ould ask, 
“ Can we do th is or that,”  revo lu­
tionists w ith in  the leadership 
w ould keep repeating to them, 
“ You can do anyth ing you’re b ig 
enough to do.”

Not Overawed
The seasoned unionists among 

the leaders of the troop demon­
strations were no more overawed 
by the m ilita ry  brass than the 
coal m iners had been by Roose­
v e lt’s threats to use bayonets 
against them. A nd don’t  th in k  
there weren’t  p lenty of brass hats 
around at the tim e who w ould 
have liked  to put the f ir in g  squads 
to w o rk  against the leaders of 
the demonstrations. The w o rke r- 
soldiers showed the capacity of the 
w ork ing  class to assert itse lf, to 
be creative, bold, determined 
when the workers decide tha t the 
tim e has come to act.

One more th ing. Not only were 
the 1943 m iner’s strikes unpre­
cedented in  U.S. labor h istory, the 
troop demonstrations were w ith ­
out precedent in  the h istory of 
m ankind. Never before had a con­
quering arm y faced m u tiny  in  its 
ranks the day a fte r v ic to ry  and 
tha t’s w hat the troop demonstra­
tions added up to. I t  is also an 
iron  fact tha t the forced demo­
b iliza tion  of the m ain contingents 
of the U.S. im peria lis t arm y at 
tha t tim e gave a m a jo r boost to 
the colonial freedom fighters who 
are today ba ttling  to th row  o ff 
the ir im peria lis t oppressors . . .

Workers Held Power
The workers manifested tre ­

mendous power in  the s trike  wave 
tha t began w ith  the General M o­
tors w a lkou t shortly  a fte r V -J  
Day. A lthough the GM  strike 
turned in to  the longest showdown 
struggle of the tim e between the 
workers and corporations,’ the fu l l  
scope of the strike  wave can be 
measured on ly in  additional terms 
o f the para lle l walkouts by  steel 
workers, coal miners, e lectrical 
workers, rubber workers and 
many others. In  basic industry 
alone at the crest of the 1945-46 
s trike wave over tw o m illio n  
workers were on the p icket lines 
at one time. W hat a power! I t  was 
so great tha t the bosses thought 
i t  better in  the given circumstanc­
es not to t r y  to break the picket 
lines . . .

The capita lis t ru lin g  class had 
gotten a big disappointm ent in  its 
attempts to w h ip  up anti-un ion

H IS T O R IC  A C T IO N . U .S. soldiers stationed in  Paris at end of 
W orld W a r I I  stage demonstration to spotlight the ir demand to 
be sent home. Such demonstrations w ere held by G I’s around  
globe and w ere instrum ental in  forcing U.S. dem obilization and 
consequent postponement o f tim e table for W orld  W a r I I I .

sentiment during  the war. In  the 
armed forces the brass hats had 
been holding those “ po litica l o r i­
entation”  sessions designed to 
brainwash the troops w ith  capi­
ta lis t propaganda. They tr ied  the ir 
best to convince the rank and file  
of the armed forces tha t unions 
are no good. “ Look here,”  they 
w ould say in effect, “ You’re f ig h t­
ing and dying in  these trenches, 
fox holes, submarines, battleships, 
bombers w h ile  those union guys 
have got i t  soft. A l l  they have to 
do is shovel a l it t le  coal and 
they’re stabbing you in  the back 
by s tr ik ing  fo r more pay when 
the w a r e ffo rt needs coal.”

Despite the “ orientation”  efforts 
of the cap ita lis t propagandists the 
w orker-sold iers came out o f the 
arm y to step fo rw ard  in  support 
o f the union p icket lines. They 
showed themselves fu l ly  prepared 
to slap down any w ould-be s tr ike ­
breakers and, a fte r a ll, they had 
ju s t gotten qu ite  a college educa­
tion  in  slapping people down w ith  
the U.S. government p ick ing  up 
the tab . . .

Objective Editorials
I  remember w e ll a p la in tive  

ed ito ria l tha t appeared in  the 
New Y ork  Times. That paper’s ed­
ito r ia l w rite rs  are ve ry  objective, 
you know, people who can see on 
which side justice lies in  every 
dispute, so long as i t  is the capi­
ta lis t side. They deplored w hat 
they called “ This m odem  concept 
tha t i t ’s a crim e to cross a picket 
line .”  A c tu a lly  tha t was the mood 
tha t permeated the embattled 
w ork ing  class and the demonstrat­
ed power of the workers was so 
great th a t large sections o f the 
m iddle class were pulled in to  sup­
port of the workers like  people 
are sucked in to  the wake of a 
mountain avalanche . . .

I t  was abundantly clear by now 
tha t pure and simple unionism 
could not go fa r enough in  itse lf 
to  solve the w orkers’ problems, 
tha t labor must break w ith  the 
capita lis t tw o -p a rty  system and 
take the road o f independent class 
po litica l action. B u t the union 
bureaucrats were able to block the 
w ay to an independent labor par­
ty . As a resu lt the 1945-46 labor 
upsurge gave w ay to a clim ate of 
cold w a r and w itch  hunt, a c li­
mate w ith  w hich you young peo­
ple are fa m ilia r because i t  has 
existed throughout your whole 
conscious life . Realizing that, I  
have tr ied  throughout m y talks 
to demonstrate tha t the seeming 
passivity of the labor, movement 
does not stem from  lack of strug­
gle capacity w ith in  the w ork ing

class, i t  stems - from  a crisis of 
labor leadership . . .

Le t me try  to illus tra te  in  an­
other w ay w hy I  have repeatedly 
stressed the importance of th in k ­
ing in  terms of the h is to ry of the 
w ork ing  class. A lthough I ’m  not 
w e ll enough versed in  science to 
name a pa rticu la r k ind, I ’ve heard 
tha t there are insects tha t are 
born, mature and die o f old age 
w ith in  tw o or three hours. L e t’s 
say one of these insects goes 
through his l ife  span during  the 
hours from  1:00 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. 
When he gels to wherever insects 
go when they die, he is asked, 
“ W hat are people like?”  From  
d irect observation he replies, 
“ Most of them sleep a ll the tim e.”  
The insect’s conclusion w ould  be 
no more superfic ia l than i t  w ould 
be fo r a person to make snap 
judgments about basic social 
forces on the premise o f d irect 
observation during  one’s own l im ­
ited life  span . . .

A pathy is a re la tive  th ing  and 
change can be tak ing  place a t the 
moment w ith o u t your being able 

' to perceive i t  on the surface. 
Even w h ile  you see a re la tive  
equ ilib rium  between capita l and 
labor in te rna l alterations are oc­
curring  tha t generate potentia l 
class struggle explosions. Changes 
in w ork ing  class moods are b u ild ­
ing up under various pressures 
. . .  economic a ttr itio n  . . .  the threat 
of nuclear w ar . . . the dehuman­
izing features of decadent capi­
ta lis t society . . .  a sense of inse­
cu rity  . . . fears about the fu tu re  
. . .  a ll these and other pressures 
are bu ild ing  toward a social ex­
plosion . . .

In  th is s ituation the union 
movement is going to be im pelled 
tow ard a new upsurge of struggle. 
The unions are going to be pushed 
in the d irection o f an independent 
labor party , breaking w ith  the 
cap ita lis t tw o -p a rty  system. The 
need fo r a change in  union lead­
ership is going to become more 
im perative in  the eyes o f the rank 
and file , the need fo r  a figh ting  
leadership w ith  a class struggle 
program tha t genuinely serves the 
interests o f the w o rk ing  class.

Does your local library have 
a subscription to THE M IL I­
TANT? If not, why not suggest 
that they obtain one. Librarians 
are often pleased to have pa­
trons call t h e i r  attention to 
publications that they should 
have available.
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[T h is  column is an open forum  

for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ initials toill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

New York Transit Strike
San Francisco, Calif.

As a student and subscriber to 
The M ilita n t, I  have fo r a long 
tim e enjoyed and appreciated your 
coverage of the student movement 
and the an tiw ar movement, and 
your continuing exposure of John-

110 Years Ago | 
I In  The M ilitan t |
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SEAMEN R A L L Y  BEH IN D  
W ESTINGHOUSE STR IKE — 
The three-m onth s trike  of Wes- 
tinghouse workers remained at a 
deadlock th is week. This, the na­
tion ’s m a jo r strike, in vo lv ing  55,- 
000 production workers, has 
turned in to  a deadly test of 
strength between the second la rg ­
est e lectrical m anufacturer and 
the unions: the A F L -C IO  Elec­
tr ic a l W orkers union representing 
45,000 workers and the indepen­
dent U nited E lectrica l W orkers 
union, w h ich  has come under gov­
ernm ent w itchhun t attack, repre­
senting the balance . . .

A  signal demonstration has 
been made on the in itia tive  of 
the Baltim ore branch of the Sea­
farers In te rnationa l Union. In  that 
c ity  the SIU  in itia ted  a local la ­
bor ra lly  under the banner of the 
un ified  A F L -C IO  fo r support to 
the Westinghouse workers.

B u t even more im portan t is the 
S IU ’s action in  dispatching its 
members da ily  to the p icket line  
to help out the IU E  workers. — 
Jan. 16, 1956.
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W O R LD -W ID E  G I DEM ON­
STRATIONS SHOUT DEM AND: 
“ GET US H O M E!”  —  W all 
Street’s plans fo r  global domina­
tion  have been, dealt a staggering 
b low  by the sweeping w orld -w ide  
protest demonstrations of the 
Am erican G I’s.

In  actions unprecedented in  the 
h is to ry of victorious im peria lis t 
armies, hundreds of thousands of 
battle-scarred veterans have 
shaken the ir m ighty fis ts at Wash­
ington, shouting: “ Get Us Home!”

These troops have de fian tly  de­
nounced the Am erican p lu tocra­
cy’s scheme to use them  as tools 
fo r  subjugating conquered peoples 
in  other lands.

The angry, b itte r protests 
against the delay in  demobiliza­
tion  came from  a ll over the w orld . 
The press publicized only the 
most spectacular —  Philippines, 
Germany, H aw aii, France, Japan, 
Korea, China, India, England, 
Alaska and “ dozens”  of other 
places.

This colossal new wave of pro­
tests was provoked by a January 
4 W ar Departm ent announcement 
tha t demobilization w ould be 
slowed-down. This reversed a De­
cember 26 promise to speed up 
demobilization.

The GIs reacted w ith  a s w ift­
ness tha t stunned o ffic ia l circles. 
On January 6 in M anila  thousands 
o f G Is demonstrated at separated 
points shouting the ir resent­
ment . . .

Simultaneously, on the other 
side o f the w orld  at Camp Bos­
ton, France, 2,000 GIs demonstrat­
ed . .  .

In  the Pacific theater, 6,000 men 
on Saipan w ired  protests. —  Jan. 
19, 1946.

son’s d ir ty  im peria lis t wars in  
Vietnam  and elsewhere.

As a socialist, however, I  have 
known tha t Johnson w il l  not be 
stopped u n til the workers and 
soldiers use the immense power 
tha t they could w ie ld  to b ring  
down the structure of capita lism  
fin a lly . Im agine m y pleasure, then, 
on opening m y paper this m orning 
to find  Tom Leonard’s front-page 
artic le on the New Y ork  C ity  
trans it strike. The artic le  makes 
clear the causes of the strike, the 
refusal of the c i t y  to conduct 
honest negotiations, the s tr ike ­
breaking attempts, and the fact 
tha t the monumental tie -up  of the 
c ity  could have been avoided by 
accepting the un ion ’s o ffe r to 
operate the subways fo r free du r­
ing the strike.

When labor sees tha t i t  has its 
hands on the levers which make 
the w orld -w ide  capita lis t system 
w ork, and tha t the system works 
in  d irect opposition to labor’s in ­
terests, the day of reckoning w il l  
be at hand. I  welcome the trans it 
s tr ike  as the next step toward this 
realization, and I  th in k  tha t the 
Socialist W orkers Party  and The 
M ilita n t  w i l l  continue to be in  the 
fo re fron t of the battle. Thank you 
fo r continuing to be true to your 
masthead, “ In  the Interest of the 
W orking  People.”

G. P.
Malcolm X Supporter

Springfie ld  Gardens, N.Y.
I  have been an avid reader of 

your paper fo r qu ite  some time. 
I  used to attend a ll o f your F r i­
day n igh t lectures and pa rtic ipa t­
ed in  some of your an tiw ar move­
ments.

I  love your paper, and above 
all, the philosophy you advocate 
fo r a better way of life  fo r all. 
Your articles on M alcolm  X  are 
a great treat fo r me because I  
fe lt h im  as m y leader. H is name 
w il l  live  w ith  me forever and 
his life  and lig h t shall not be in  
vain. He is the only m odern-day 
leader o f us so-called Negroes.

I  must confess to you I  am 
anti-cap ita lis t and anti a system 
o f racism. I  believe in  doing w hat­
ever is necessary to change a bad 
system to a good system fo r the 
benefit of our coming generations.

In  order to have ju s t bare ne­
cessities fo r m y fam ily , I ’ve had 
to w o rk  16 to 18 hours. N ot fo r 
luxuries like  a T V  or a car ( I  
haven’t  got one) bu t fo r a bed 
fo r m y baby to sleep, and food 
and clothes.

I  refuse to le t the capita lis t 
fa ta lism  called re lig ion b lind  my 
eyes. This m in im um  salary is not 
enough to provide me w ith  food, 
c loth ing and shelter adequately. 
So you can w e ll understand I 
have no fixed  opinion about the 
p lig h t o f 180 m illio n  Americans 
under the rotten system o f capi­
ta lism . However, I  do say w ha t­
ever is to be done, especially by 
black people who su ffe r the most, 
must be in  the interest of justice, 
and must be fo r the common good 
and w elfare of a ll.

I  intend to partic ipate more 
fu l ly  since m y n igh t w o rk  w il l  
be te rm inating  and I  w il l  have 
more time.

Enclosed is money to renew my 
subscription to The M ilita n t and 
Young Socialist before m y old 
subscription runs out. For the 
balance I  w ould lik e  a copy of 
the pam phlet M alcolm  X  Speaks 
to Young People and back issues 
of The M ilita n t w ith  the f irs t five  
installm ents of M alcolm  X  Speaks. 
I  w ish to give them to a friend.

Hilliard Gathers

From New Zealand
W ellington, New Zealand 

I  enclose herew ith  a c lipp ing 
taken from  one of the tw o main 
papers here revealing how the 
U.S. juggles and distorts its V ie t­
nam casualty figures.

This paper is regarded as being 
almost the fu rthest r ig h t o f any 
in  the country. I t  is often regard­
ed as being the mouthpiece of 
the N ationalist Party, the present 
conservative government o f New 
Zealand.

I  th in k  you w il l  agree the c lip ­
p ing throws some new lig h t on 
the extraord inary communiques 
tha t come out of south V ietnam  
from  tim e to time.

As you know, New Zealand has 
120 a rtille rym en  in  south V ietnam 
g iv ing  aid and com fort to U.S. 
forces, so a report such as th is 
one is very much “ an admission 
against interest,”  to paraphrase 
legal jargon.

Recently we had a demonstra­
tion  here which brought s ligh tly  
more than 1,000 people in to  the 
streets. This does not sound like  
much bu t in  proportion to popu­
lation i t  is about up to the average 
fo r larger countries.

Hope you can continue w ith  the 
good w ork  of te llin g  people the 
tru th  about th is sordid, pro-fascist 
war.

Plebs

Offers Criticism
Ann A rbor, M ich. 

Somehow, a great many of 
your examples fa ll short of the 
m ark and fa il to  convince. For 
instance, in  the Jan. 3 issue:

a) The item  in the National

Objective View —  In  the firs t 
s ix days of New Y o rk ’s transit 
s trike  about one th ird  of the men 
slated fo r induction in to  the arm y 
d idn ’t  show up at induction cen­
ters. They were obviously com­
m unity-m inded citizens abiding 
by the m ayor’s plea tha t a ll those 
not engaged in  essential a c tiv ity  
stay home.

Standard Procedure —  Patrick 
Nugent who is slated to jo in  the 
L B J  dynasty v ia  marriage to 
daughter Lucy  Baines w il l  serve 
his tw o-year A ir  National Guard 
h itch behind a desk in  W ashing­
ton, D.C. An A ir  Guard o fficer 
said there was noth ing unusual in  
the transfer and tha t the young 
man was being treated ju s t like  
anyone else.

Sweet Reason —  L B J ’s favorite  
b ib lica l quotation, “ Come le t us 
reason together,”  concludes w ith  
the fo llow ing: “ I f  you are w illin g  
and obedient then you shall eat 
the blood of the lamb; b u t i f  you 
refuse and rebel, you shall be de­
voured by the sword.”

One Word from Kim  —  M ayor 
Lindsay asked New Y ork  em ploy­
ers to pay workers who couldn’t  
get to  th e ir jobs because of the 
strike. The m ayor’s announcement 
was followed by one from  the 
C ity  Transit A u tho rity . I t  said 
tha t non -s trik ing  employes' of the 
au thority  who d idn ’t  report fo r 
w ork  w ouldn ’t  be paid. The m ay­
or’s office declined to comment.

A  Ford in His Future —  The
Ford M otor Company was upset 
because New Y o rk ’s M ayor L in d ­
say was going to have to get 
around in a beat up old 1962

P icket L ine  column on the lady 
tomato picker. Yes, she is under­
paid, b u t not to the tune o f over 
$1,000. Do you th in k  tomatoes 
“ ju s t happen” ? They have to be 
planted, weeded, tended, watered 
—  and a fte r p icking, sorted, 
washed, packaged and transport­
ed. O ther workers get paid too. 
I t  takes a lo t of hands to get 
them to your d inner table.

b) On page seven, the I t  Was 
Reported in  the Press “ fil le rs ”  
column is p re tty  bad, every week. 
To most o f them m y reaction is 
“ so what?”  P a rticu la rly  when you 
fuss about some menu (you d idn ’t 
in  the Jan. 3 issue, fo r a change). 
You sound like  you th in k  o rd in ­
ary people live  on beans. We eat 
chicken and steak too! Sometimes 
you w rite  as though you th in k  
ord ina ry  people are real slobs. 
This is socialist humanism?

B.S.

Sees W ar with China
N orth  Bend, Ore. 

A  recent issue o f The M ilita n t 
asks the question, “ A re  Johnson 
and H is Generals A im ing  Toward 
W ar w ith  China?”

I t  has seemed to me since the 
bombing began tha t tha t was the 
intention of the regime.

F irs t, the bombing, o r fo r tha t 
matter, land invasion of N orth 
V ietnam  w ould  not stop the w ar 
in  the south. Hanoi does not con­
tro l the “ V ie t Cong”  and Johnson 
knows this perfectly  w e ll. There­
fore his purpose has to be sought 
elsewhere than sim ply stopping 
resistance in  the south.

He has proven by repeated re­
fusals to negotiate tha t he is not

Cadillac limousine. So the com­
pany is going to lend the mayor 
one of its  new lu x u ry  models, the 
LD T. The m ayor f irs t said no 
to the o ffe r but then he gave in. 
When he did he asked tha t a few  
extras be included. The car w il l  
be equipped w ith  a ir condition­
ing, television, telephone and a 
radio transm itte r and receiver.

Piece-Work Informers —  F lo r­
ida education o ffic ia ls  have pro­
tested the Tallahassee police using 
F lo rida  State U n ive rs ity  students 
to entrap homosexuals. The stu­
dents are paid $10 fo r each con­
v ic tion  obtained. A  police spokes­
man said some o f the students 
took on the w o rk  because they 
were interested in police careers 
w h ile  others m erely needed spend­
ing  money. He said the w ork

even interested in  know ing w hat 
proposals, i f  any, no rth  V ietnam  
m igh t make.

He is constructing fac ilities  
throughout south V ietnam  whose 
size can only be reconciled w ith  
w a r w ith  China, not s im ply an 
occupation of Vietnam, north  and 
south.

A nd  fin a lly , the continual p re­
occupation o f the Am erican press- 
titu tes w ith  the Chinese reaction 
—  the amount of aid to no rth  
Vietnam, Chinese aid in  transpor­
tation repair, speculation on vo l­
unteers, the continua l repetition 
of the lie  tha t “ Peking controls 
Hanoi and Hanoi controls the V ie t 
Cong”  —  a ll po in t to  a propagan­
da bu ild -up  fo r an attack on 
China. I  th in k  we m ay count on 
Am erican troops being in  China 
by th is tim e next year, and cer­
ta in ly  the bombers.

This w il l  be the beginning o f 
the end o f im peria lism , bu t f irs t 
many m illions of dead w il l  be 
added by Johnson’s chapter to the 
m illions  in  the chapter H it le r  
wrote.

M.W.S.

In  our last issue we published 
an appeal fo r help from  the Com­
m ittee fo r a L ibe ra l L ib ra ry  in 
Providence, K y. The group is 
seeking m ateria l on peace, civil 
rights, social problems, etc. to es­
tablish a progressive lib ra ry  for 
residents of the area. Through an 
error, we did not publish the 
complete address where contribu­
tions should be sent. I t  is: Rich­
ard Chinn, Committee fo r a L ib ­
era l L ib ra ry , 600 T h ird  Ave., 
Providence, K y. 42450.

doesn’t pay enough nor is i t  reg­
u la r enough to provide a steady 
income.

Male Make-Up — Manufactur­
ers of cosmetics fo r men racked 
up $400 m illio n  w orth  of business 
last year and anticipate sales of 
over h a lf a b illio n  th is  year, w ith  
face creams m aking a big splash 
on the male market. According to 
a New Y ork Times dissertation on 
the question, the cu rren t in  th ing  
fo r dating high school couples Is 
to  smell alike. B u t o lder men, 
like  designer Raymond Loewy, 
don’t  go fo r the sexy k id  stuff. 
He also doesn’t  go fo r anyth ing 
tha t’s pre-packaged. He purchases 
essence of lavender from  blossoms 
grown high in  the French A lps 
and d ilutes i t  w ith  alcohol to  get 
ju s t the r ig h t fragrance.

— H a rry  Ring

Thought fo r the Week
"A  Labor Member of Parliam ent who  is most sympathetic to the 

United States spoke p riva te ly , ju s t before the current peace moves 
started, of the trouble he was having w ith  his constituents. ‘I  have 
never found i t  so hard to defend the United States,’ he said. ‘I t ’s a 
hard th ing  to say, but people ju s t do not seem to believe President 
Johnson when he says he wants peace in  Vietnam.’ ”  —  Dispatch to 
the Jan. 6 New Y ork Times.
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It Was Reported in the Press



Page Eight th e  MILITANT Monday, January 17, 1966

A fterm ath  of Student Murder 200 Antiwar Protesters 
Picket Helicopter Plant

John Lewis, chairman o f the 
Student N onvio lent Coordinating 
Committee, called on President 
Johnson to send federal marshals 
to  Alabama.

Lew is ’ statement was made a f­
te r  a 21-year-old Negro student at 
Tuskegee Ins titu te  who was active 
in  the c iv il righ ts movement was 
shot to  death by a w h ite  man. 
Some 2,000 students and teachers 
a t the predom inantly Negro col­
lege marched through the business 
d is tr ic t of Tuskegee Jan. 4 to pro­
test the shooting o f Samuel L. 
Younge, Jr., the day before. Since 
then there have been repeated 
demonstrations by the students de­
m anding punishm ent o f the m u r­
derer and an end to a ll forms of 
d iscrim ination.

Leaders o f SNCC, inc lud ing 
James Forman, w ent to Tuskegee 
to attend Younge’s funera l and to 
meet w ith  a student c iv il rights 
organization.

Younge had been helping Ne­
groes register to  vote at the Macon 
County courthouse earlie r on the 
day he was murdered. He was

pushed by one of the registrars, 
who threatened h im  w ith  a kn ife . 
A  reg istra r to ld  Younge’s co­
w orker, James Rogers, “ I ’m tired  
of foo ling around w ith  you, I ’m 
going to sp ill your guts a ll over 
the floo r.”

SNCC workers in  A tlan ta  re ­
ported the incident in  the court­
house to the F B I and the Justice 
Departm ent and urged federal in ­
tervention and protection —  be­
fore the m urder occurred —  but 
federal o ffic ia ls d id  not appear.

La ter tha t n igh t Younge w ent to 
a service station to get gas. When 
he asked to go to the restroom, 
the attendant to ld h im  to go to 
the back hole where Negroes go. 
Younge refused. He asked the at­
tendant i f  he’d heard of the C iv il 
R ights Act. The attendant pulled 
a gun, fired  one shot bu t missed.

Younge got in to a car and drove 
to the police station five  blocks 
away and asked fo r an investiga­
tion. I t  was reported tha t he went 
back to the station when he rea l­
ized the police w ould not help.

H is body was found in  an alley 
near the station w ith  a single b u l­
le t wound in  the head.

John Lewis, SNCC chairman, 
issued the fo llow ing  statement:
' “ We call upon the President of 

the U nited States to make the 
presence and the forces of the 
federal government v is ib le  in  the 
state of Alabama by ordering fed­
era l marshals to the fo llow ing  
counties in  Alabama: Macon,
Greene, Barbour, Lowndes, Dallas, 
Hale, W ilcox, B ullock, Marengo, 
Sumter, Perry, and a ll others 
where violence and te rro r are the 
order of the day. These federal 
marshals should have the power to 
make on-the-spot arrests, in  o r­
der to protect, not ju s t the c iv il 
rights, bu t the lives and lim bs of 
the Negro people and c iv il rights 
workers of Alabama.

“ I f  the federal government can­
not provide protection fo r people 
seeking c iv il rights guaranteed by 
the constitution, then people w il l  
have no protection bu t themselves. 
We find  i t  increasingly d if f ic u lt  to 
ask the people o f the B lack B e lt

Georgia Legislature 
Bars Negro Member

T he  G eorg ia  House o f R ep­
resen ta tives b a rre d  J u lia n  
B ond, one o f e ig h t Negroes 
e lected to  th e  House la s t year, 
fro m  ta k in g  h is  seat. The ac­
tio n  was begun a fte r  the  S tu ­
den t N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  
C om m ittee  issued a sta tem en t 
aga inst the  w a r in  V ie tn a m . 
(See page 1.)

B ond  is  a m em ber o f SNCC 
and re fused to  rep u d ia te  the  
s ta tem ent. H e said th a t a l­
though  he w o u ld  n o t b u m  h is  
ow n  d ra f t  card he respected 
those w h o  d id , and he favo red  
a lte rn a tiv e  serv ice  fo r  those 
w h o  opposed the  d ra ft.

to rem ain nonviolent. We have 
asked the President fo r federal 
marshals fo r over three years. I f  
our plea is not answered, we have 
no choice.”

On Jan. 6, 200 Tuskegee In s ti­
tu te students marched to the Stan­
dard O il station when Younge had 
been k ille d  and then to c ity  ha ll 
where they presented the C ity  
Council w ith  eight demands fo r 
ending segregation in  Tuskegee. 
Student leader Gwen Patton is­
sued the fo llow ing  statement: 

“ The students at Tuskegee In ­
stitute find  the situation horrib le , 
deplorable, and unbelievable. . . . 
Sammy w il l  be forever remem­
bered by us because he d id so 
much to crack the walls of segre­
gation in  his own backyard. The 
students at Tuskegee Ins titu te  w il l  
tear th is town to bits i f  justice 
is not served. I f  a b rick  is th row n 
we shall retaliate. I f  there are 
any people out there who wish 
to take us on, remember we are 
approxim ately 3,000 strong. Wo 
w ant action, freedom and justice 
now. We w il l  be m oving downtown 
da ily  i f  necessary w ith  the entire 
student body, staff, adm inistration 
and facu lty  i f  th is action is not 
forthcom ing . .

B y A rth u r M aglin
About 230 people demonstrated 

in  M orton, Pa., on Dec. 29 to p ro ­
test U nited States involvem ent in  
the w a r in  Vietnam. M orton is 
the site o f helicopter production 
fo r the w ar by the V erto l d ivision 
of the Boeing company.

The demonstration was spon­
sored by the Philadelphia and na­
tiona l organizations of the Com­
m ittee fo r N on-V io lent Action 
(C N V A ). Demonstrators came 
from  many East Coast areas.

Seventeen demonstrators were 
arrested during  the protest. T h ir ­
teen were arrested fo r staging a 
s it- in  at the main entrance to the 
V erto l plant. Four others were 
taken in to  custody when they 
tr ied  to d is tribu te  leaflets.

Tim e to Stop
A. J. Muste, CNVA national 

chairman, said the protest was 
conducted because “ fo r 20 years 
the people o f V ietnam  have been 
shot at.”

“ Somebody ought to stop the 
k ill in g ,”  Muste said. “ No country 
is in  a better position to stop i t  
than the U.S.”

Throughout the three-hour 
demonstration, the protesters were 
pelted w ith  eggs th row n by some 
of the 350 counter-demonstrators 
standing across the street, many 
of whom wore Am erican Legion 
uniform s.

Among those who attempted the 
s it- in  was Thomas Rodd, 19, of 
P ittsburgh who has been on fed­
era l probation the past year fo r 
refusing to register fo r the draft.

Didn’t Make It
Rodd, who had announced tha t 

he w ould try  to c lim b onto a hel­
icopter inside the p lan t grounds 
as a symbolic act of protest, never 
got to the gate. He was stopped 
and taken in to  custody by w a iting  
federal probation officers. He 
faces a five -year ja i l  te rm  fo r 
v io la ting  the conditions of his p ro ­
bation.

The youth to ld a reporter, “ Peo­
ple are w illin g  to ris k  death to

A , J, Muste

go to V ietnam  and engage in  a 
mad, fu tile  war. Certa in ly, in  the 
face of that, m y risk ing  five  years 
to stop the w ar is no b ig th ing.”

The arrested demonstrators in ­
cluded D r. W illia m  Davidon, 
chairman of Haverford College’s 
physics department, and D r. Ed­
ward Gottlieb, a New Y o rk  C ity  
high school principa l.

Several leaders o f the demon­
stration charged tha t police used 
excessive force in  rem oving the 
sit-inners from  the p lan t entrance. 
The demonstrators, m ostly young 
people, were dragged and shoved 
across the street to  a w a iting  bus. 
One policeman was seen k ick ing  
a young man who had been 
throw n aboard the bus.

C NVA said the protest was held 
at the V erto l p lan t because the 
helicopter manufactured by the 
company “ stands today as the 
foremost symbol of the U.S. ef­
fo r t to make d istant people be­
have as we th in k  they should 
and, often, to th w a rt the ir revo­
lu tiona ry  aspirations.”

W hy St. John's Teachers W ent on Strike
B y Stephen H illa ry

NEW  YORK, Jan. 11 —  D uring  
an in te rv iew  granted at the time 
o f his appointment to  the office 
o f president o f St. John’s U n ive r­
s ity, the V ery Reverend Joseph 
T . C ah ill stated tha t he w ould not 
a llow  an admitted Communist or 
anyone else opposed to Catholic 
doctrine to speak on campus, but 
he added tha t he w ould ta lk  w ith  
the “ un ivers ity  rebels”  because as 
he noted, “ I  found i f  you sit down 
and expla in things, most people 
w ill be reasonable.”

A pparently  find ing  i t  impossible 
to  “ expla in things”  to 31 facu lty  
members about five  months later, 
Father C ah ill fired  them. No ex­
planation was offered other than 
a registered special de livery le t­
te r w hich stated the accomplished 
fa c t and mentioned a un ive rs ity  
statute under w hich facu lty  could 
be “ lega lly ”  dismissed.

These fir in g s  were the fin a l in ­
su lt w hich led to the strike at St. 
John’s U niversity, now in  its sec­
ond week. More than one-th ird  
o f the entire  facu lty  and more 
than one-half of the College of 
A rts  and Sciences are out.

M aintain Picket Line
Several hundred facu lty  mem­

bers, students, and trade unionists 
have been m ain ta in ing  p icket lines 
a t every entrance to the un ivers ity . 
A n  ins tructor in  the fine  arts de­
partm ent, D r. R. M arino, to ld  me 
th a t his salary, a fte r ten years

o f teaching was $7,000 and he had 
no tenure. Another picket, an 
instructor in  his f irs t year at 
H unter College, added by way of 
contrast that his salary was bet­
te r than $8,400.

The question of salary has been 
a sore po in t fo r many years at St. 
John’s. The un ive rs ity  maintains 
the lowest wage scales among the 
ten largest Catholic colleges and 
universities in  the United States. 
The issue was brought in to  sharp­
er focus when i t  was revealed by 
D r. A ndrew  Robinson, chapter 
president of the Am erican Asso­
ciation o f U n ive rs ity  Professors, 
tha t St. John’s had submitted a 
budget fo r 1964-1965 showing a 
surplus of $2,500,000.

Academic Freedom
The most heated debates have 

taken place over the issue of aca­
demic freedom. One of the found­
ers of the one and one-half year 
old chapter of the U nited Federa­
tion  of College Teachers, which 
has called the strike, D r. Lauer, 
reported that, “ academic freedom 
is v ir tu a lly  non-existent at St. 
Johns. Faculty members have no 
part in  the selection of depart­
m ent chairman, and are excluded 
from  decisions re la ting  to content 
of the curricu lum  and educational 
po licy."

One biology professor was re­
cently “ called in ”  because he had 
not taught the “ relig ious q u a lif i­
cation”  to the theory o f evolution.

A  fired  facu lty  member from  the 
department of philosophy objected 
to the fact tha t philosophy had to 
be taught from  the Catholic po in t 
of v iew  and pointed out tha t the 
adm inistration had even gone be­
yond th is lim ita tio n  in  requ iring  
tha t only Thomism, a particu la r 
philosophy w ith in  Catholicism, be 
presented to the students.

D ifferent Teaching
D r. Lauer expressed the belief 

tha t there should be no difference 
between the content of a p h il-  
ospohy course at St. Johns and 
tha t of non-sectarian universities.

The adm inistration has consis­
te n tly  refused to recognize the 
UFCT and had taken the same 
position towards the St. Johns 
A A U P  —  u n til i t  was announced 
some 18 months ago tha t the UFCT 
had been formed on the campus 
and the adm inistration belatedly 
recognized the A A U P  as the “ less­
er ev il.”

Those facu lty  opposed to the 
strike made an attem pt to ram 
through a resolution condemning 
i t  at the last A AU P  meeting held 
on Jan. 2. In  describing the tactics 
used, Dr. Andrew  Robinson, fo rm ­
er president fo r the A AU P  at St. 
Johns, to ld me, “ 20 new members 
came to the meeting w ith  five  
dollars in  hand (A A U P  member­
ship fee) and intended to present 
a resolution opposing the strike. 
The chairman announced tha t the 
meeting had been illega lly  called

since no notice had been given 
and since the executive committee 
of the AAU P hadn’t  called it. A t 
that po in t they walked out in  p ro ­
test and adjourned to another 
meeting where they passed an­
other resolution against the strike .”

The U n ive rs ity  has been con­
tin u a lly  picketed since Jan. 4 w ith  
lines being manned by teachers 
and other workers from  a ll over 
the m etropolitan area and several 
o f the states.

Leonard Lurie , a teacher at 
John Bowne H igh School, said 
w h ile  picketing, “ A  man’s r ig h t to 
earn a liv in g  shouldn’t  be judged 
by w hat brand o f re lig ion or p h il­
osophy he supports.”

A  teacher from  Berner H igh 
School in  Massapequa argued tha t 
“ labor unions have helped high 
school teachers, i t ’s about tim e the 
colleges were unionized.”

IBEVV Helps
Members of the In te rnationa l 

Brotherhood of E lectrica l W orkers 
have been among the staunchest 
supporters of the picket lines. 
W orkers from  this union have 
been asked by the ir foreman on 
the job  i f  they wanted to take 
some tim e o ff and jo in  the line 
at St. Johns. “ W hat is an in d i­
v idua l today? You’re nothing. 
This way when they ta lk  they’re 
not ju s t one person.”  This was 
the comment of one IBEW  w orker 
who gave up a day’s pay to march 
on the line.

A t a ra lly  on F riday afternoon, 
Jan. 7, over 500 students booed 
Father T inne lly , a un ive rs ity  ad­
m in is tra to r, when he tr ied  to as­
sure the students that they w ould 
get the ir grades on time. He ex­
plained tha t i t  was not uncommon 
when sickness or death of a facu l­
ty  member delayed grades and 
to ld  the students tha t the adm inis­
tra tion  w ould get them out. A t 
tha t po in t one student shouted, 
“ B u t the facu lty  aren’t  sick, you 
fired  them.”

Mass R ally
On Monday, Jan. 10, over 1,700 

students attended a mass ra lly  on 
the St. John’s' campus in  support 
o f the strike. A lthough the Stu­
dent Senate voted 12-7 against a 
student boycott a few  days be­
fore, there seems to be a grow ing 
awareness upon the pa rt of the 
students tha t the adm inistration 
has not explained the issues fa ir ly . 
Student support fo r the picket 
lines has increased considerably 
and a small group has boycotted 
classes at the risk  of expulsion.

Thus far, the adm inistration has 
showed no signs of a w illingness to 
negotiate w ith  the s tr ik in g  facu lty  
and has patently stated tha t there 
is nothing to discuss. A n  instructor 
from  H unter College fe lt tha t the 
strike  would be settled when the 
facu lty  and students at St. Johns 
united on the issues involved. “ The 
adm inistration w ould have a tough 
tim e runn ing  the place w ithou t the 
facu lty  and students.”  he said.

Protests Mount in Tuskegee

James Form an


