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LBJ Moves to Widen 
Southeast Asia War

By D ick Roberts
DEC. 21 —  The decision o f the 

Johnson a d m in is tra tio n  to  extend 
the V ie tn am  fig h t in g  in to  Cam ­
bodia announced in  yeste rday ’s 
papers serves w a rn in g  th a t W ash- 
in g to n *m a y  be w i l l in g  to escalate 
the  V ietnam ese w a r in to  a c o n flic t 
in v o lv in g  a ll o f Southeast Asia  
and possib ly  in c lu d in g  China.

R e po rting  th is  event fro m  S ai­
gon, Dec. 20, New  Y o rk  T im es  cor­
respondent R. W . A p p le  J r. stated, 
“ T he  decisions o f the  U n ited  States 
to  b u ild  m ore a ir fie ld s  in  T h a i­
land, to  in te n s ify  bo m bing  o f Laos, 
and no w  to  penetra te in to  C am ­
bodia suggest th a t A m erican  o f f i ­
c ia ls are edging closer to  a com ­
m itm e n t to  reso lu te  con fro n ta tio n  
o f the  enem y th rou gh  Southeast 
A s ia .”

The “ enem y”  thus described is 
no lo ng er s im p ly  the peasant o f 
South V ie tn am  w ho  has been 
s tru g g lin g  fo r  ove r tw e n ty  years 
against fo re ig n  occupation ; i t  is 
no t o n ly  the  so-ca lled N o rth  V ie t­
namese “ in f i l t r a to r ”  w ho  u n t il re ­
ce n tly  was he ld  responsib le fo r  the 
re v o lu tio n  in  South V ie tn am ; now  
i t  is  the Southeast A s ia n  people 
themselves.

“ H a rb o r Com m unists”
T h e ir crim e? A cco rd in g  to 

W ash ing ton the y  are “ h a rb o rin g  
com m un is t aggressors,”  b u t the  
v e ry  facts su rro un d in g  th is  escala­
tio n  show  the fraudu lence  o f the 
assertion. The Pentagon o ffic ia ls  
c la im  th a t the y  need to  be able 
to  press th e ir  a ttacks in to  C am ­
bodia to  p re ven t a re p e tit io n  o f 
the  fiasco . o f the  Ia d ra n g  R iv e r 
V a lle y  b a ttle  las t m on th . The 
prob lem , th e y  say, is th a t U.S. 
troops cou ldn ’t  fo llo w  “ N o rth  
V ietnam ese”  reg im ents in to  th e ir  
“ re fuge ”  in  Cam bodia.

A nyone w h o  w o u ld  carp to m ake

"W e Shall 
Overcome" • 

"No m atter what else 
we have of offensive 
or defensive weapons, 
without superior a i r 
power America is a 
bound a n d  throttled  
giant; impotent an d  
easy prey to any yel­
low d w a r f  with a 
pocket knife." —  Lyn­
don J o h n s o n  in a 
March 15, 1948 speech 
in the House of Repre­
sentatives, as report­
ed by Robert Scheer 
in the December issue 
of Ramparts magazine.

a cu rso ry  exam ina tion  o f the 
events lead ing  to  the Iad rang  
ambush, how ever, w o u ld  be forced 
to  question th is  s to ry . The fa c t is, 
the  Iad ra ng  am bush d id  no t occur 
at the  closest p o in t o f the  U.S. in ­
fa n try  advance tow ards Cambodia. 
On the  con tra ry , i t  occurred about 
a week la te r, a fte r the F irs t  A i r ­
m ob ile  D iv is io n  had w ith d ra w n  
fro m  th is  area.

N o t on ly  th is, b u t the  rea l rea­
sons fo r  the re tre a t o f the  A i r ­
m ob ile . brigades lead ing  to  the 
Iad ra ng  disaster, w e re  th a t the 
G I ’s w ere new  to  V ie tnam , th a t 
th is  was th e ir  f ir s t  engagement, 
and th a t the y  w ere  exhausted 
a fte r  th ree  weeks in  the  fie ld .

As fo r  N o rth  V ietnam ese in f i l ­
t ra t io n  in to  Cam bodia, the  New  
Y o rk  T im es  d e f in it iv e ly  answered
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th is  c la im , Dec. 21. “ Seym our 
Topp ing ,”  the  Tim es  reports, “ a 
N ew  Y o rk  T im es  correspondent, 
f le w  over the V ie tnam  bo rde r and 
across pa rts  o f Cam bodia on an 
au thorized inspection  t r ip  las t O c­
tober, b u t found  l i t t le  evidence to 
support reports  o f la rge-sca le  in ­
f i l t ra t io n  o f Cam bodia' by  N o rth  
Vietnam ese.

“ In  the  no rtheast co rner of 
Cam bodia he v ie w ed  an a ir fie ld , 
described as a V ie tcong  a ir  base 
in  an A m erican  news agency re ­
po rt. He reported  the f ie ld  to  be 
h e a v ily  ove rg row n and obviously 
unused fo r  years. The correspond­
ent inspected a h ig h w a y  on w h ich , 
accord ing to  a pub lished  report, 
40 tru cks  had been seen crossing 
the bo rde r en rou te  to  V ie tcong 
areas in  South V ie tnam .

Road B locked
“ He said the road was in  fac t 

cu t and impassable. A  dispatch 
fro m  Laos las t T hu rsd ay  concern­
in g  the  C om m unis t co rr id o r 
th rough  w h ich  N o rth  V ie tn am  was 
sending re in fo rcem ents  to  the  V ie t­
cong reported th a t ‘in f i l t r a t io n  can 
best be described as a seepage 
fro m  various po in ts  in  N o rth  V ie t­
nam  over a maze o f a lte rna te  
tra ils , roads, stream s and ridge  
lines to m any e n try  po in ts  on the 
South V ie tn am  bo rde r, some p ro b ­
ab ly  th rou gh  the  desolate n o r th ­
east corner' o f Cam bodia.’ ”

M cN am ara ’s exp la na tio n  fo r  
bom bing Cam bodia is as phony as 
a n ine  d o lla r  b i ll.  I t  is  the  same 
exp la na tio n  th a t was g iven fo r  
be g inn ing  the  bom bing  o f Laos 
w h ich  has now  taken the fo rm  o f 
B -52 sa tu ra tion  bom bing, fo r  be­
g in n in g  the bom bing  o f roads and 
bridges in  N o rth  V ie tnam , w h ich  
now  includes v illages, hospita ls  
and the pow er stations near H a i­
phong and H anoi.

A S S A IL  U.S. D O M IN IC A N  R O LE. Dom inican exiles in  N ew  Y ork  
picket at Dom inican Consulate Dec. 19 to protest new k illin g  of 
Constitutionalists in  the Dom inican Republic. They place respon­
sib ility  on U nited States.

Dominican Crisis 
Flares Up Again

By Fred Halstead
DEC. 21 —  Once again the so­

c ia l c ris is  in  the D om in ican  Re­
pu b lic , k e p t fro m  reso lu tion  by  the  
U.S. invasion, has erupted. On Dec. 
19, a fo rm  o f c iv i l  w a r again re ­
appeared in  the c o u n try ’s second 
la rgest c ity  o f Santiago de los Ca­
ba lle ros w hen some 350 p ro v is io n ­
a l governm ent troops con tro lled  
b y  the r ig h t  w in g  m il i ta ry  o l i­
ga rchy  attacked and unsuccessfu l­
ly  a ttem pted to  d isa rm  some 200 
sold iers w h o  had fo u g h t on the 
side o f the  re v o lu tio n  las t spring .

The c u rre n t c ris is  began w ith  
a s tr ik e  by  some 56,000 govern­
m en t em ployes Dec. 14. They

William Epton Convicted on Frame-Up Charge

s tru c k  against the  re fusa l o f the 
governm ent to  pay the  f u l l  C h r is t­
mas bonus, tra d it io n a lly  an im ­
p o rta n t percentage o f the y e a r ly  
wage. M ost o f the  s tr ike rs  w ere 
sugar m i l l  w o rke rs  em ployed in  
en terprises operated b y  the  gov­
e rn m en t b u t fo rm e r ly  ow ned by  
the  la te  ty ra n t R a fae l T ru ji l lo .

O n Dec. 16 dem onstra to rs took 
co n tro l o f sections o f d o w n to w n  
Santo D om ingo and re p o rte d ly  
bu rned  a U.S. a rm y  tru c k . M ore  
than  100 U.S. pa ra troopers  w ere  
rushed in to  the  area and tea r gas 
was - used. The U.S. troops w ere  
la te r w ith d ra w n  a fte r  be ing  
“ h e a v ily  pe lted w ith  rocks and 
garbage,”  accord ing to  a Dec. 17 

(Continued on Page 2)

N E W  Y O R K , Dec. 21 —  A s p a r t 
o f the  a ttem pts b y  state and c ity  
o ff ic ia ls  to  fram e  up a scapegoat 
fo r  the  J u ly , 1964 H a rlem  exp lo ­
sion, W ill ia m  Epton, v ice pres ident 
o f the  Progressive L a b o r P a rty , 
was conv ic ted  Dec. 20 o f “ consp ir­
in g  to  o v e rth ro w ”  and “ advocat­
in g  the  o v e rth ro w ”  o f the  New  
Y o rk  State governm ent, and o f 
“ consp iring  to  r io t . ”

Suprem e C o u rt Justice  A r th u r  
M a rk e w ic h  im m e d ia te ly  rescinded 
E p to n ’s $10,000 b a il and p u t the 
3 3 -yea r-o ld  fa th e r o f tw o  in  ja i l  
pend ing  sentence Jan. 27, in  sp ite  
o f the  approach ing C hris tm as h o li­
days. Epton faces a m a x im u m  o f 
12 years in  ja i l  and $6,000 in  fines. 
E p ton ’s la w ye r, M rs . E lin o r P ie l, 
announced the  case w o u ld  be ap­
pealed.

E p ton  was o r ig in a lly  in d ic te d  on 
fo u r  counts in c lu d in g  “ r io tin g .”  
T h is  coun t was dismissed d u rin g  
the  tr ia l,  w h ic h  began Nov. 22, on 
grounds th a t the  prosecution had 
o ffe red  no p ro o f th a t Epton had 
p a rtic ip a te d  in  the  so-called 
“ r io ts ."  W h a t a c tu a lly  happened 
was several days o f street f ig h t ­
in g  between o rd in a ry  H a rle m  res i­

dents and an a rm y  o f he lm eted 
po lice  w ho  a ttem pted  by  g u n fire  
and clubs to  b reak up  any ga th ­
e rin g  o f b la ck  people.

The “ r io ts ”  began in  J u ly , 1964 
w hen po lice  attacked a ga the ring  
ou ts ide  the  23rd p re c in c t in  H a r­
lem . The people had come the re  to 
present a p e tit io n  fro m  a ra l ly  
sponsored b y  the  Congress o f R a­
c ia l E q u a lity , p ro te s ting  the  k i l l ­
in g  o f 15 -yea r-o ld  James P ow e ll 
by  Police L ie u t. Thom as R. G il-  
ligan.

E pton had n o t been present at 
the ra l ly  o r ou ts ide the  s ta tion . He 
had spoken a t a d iffe re n t street 
m eeting  e a r lie r  on b e h a lf o f s ix  
H a rle m  you ths arrested on a 
m u rd e r charge. D u r in g  the  t r ia l  
defense a tto rn ey  E lin o r  P ie l 
b ro ug h t ou t in  cross exam ina tion  
o f a po lice  w itness th a t the  Epton 
m eeting  was peacefu l, th a t no  one 
had been arrested there , and tha t 
Epton had a p e rm it fo r  the  m eet­
ing.

In  d ism issing the  “ r io t ”  charge, 
the  judge  said: “ T here  is no  p ro o f 
beyond speculation th a t E p ton  was 
p h y s ic a lly  p resent a t any tim e  
du ifing  r io t  episodes in  the  streets.”

Epton was convic ted  on the 
counts o f “ advocacy”  and “ con­
sp iracy.”  The key  prosecution 
w itness was a po lice  de tective  and 
agent p rovoca teur, A do lp h  W . 
H a rt, w ho had been ordered to  in ­
f i l t ra te  the Progressive La bo r 
group and te s tify  against it .

The tw o  counts o f “ advoca ting”  
and “ consp iring ”  to o ve rth ro w  the 
state governm ent w ere  bjised on 
an old “ c r im in a l ana rchy”  la w  
passed in  1901. The  la s t conv ic­
tio n  unde r th is  la w  was obtained 
in  1919 d u r in g  the  Post W orld  
W ar I  “ red scare”  hys te ria  against 
B e n ja m in  G itlo w , then a m em ber 
o f the C om m unis t P a rty .

SCEF Case
E a rly  th is  year, the  Southern 

Conference E duca tiona l F u n d  suc­
ceeded in  h a lt in g  harassm ent by 
Lou is iana  state o ff ic ia ls  unde r a 
s im ila r  law . The U.S. Suprem e 
C o u rt ru le d  the  Lou is iana  state 
“ subvers ion”  la w  un con s titu tion a l.

Such c le a rly  un co n s titu tio n a l 
state law s have been used in  the 
South on several Occasions, in c lu d ­
in g  a case against the  S tudent 
N o n v io le n t C o o rd ina ting  C o m m it­

tee in  V irg in ia . The same p r in ­
c ip le  is also in v o lv e d  in  the B loom ­
ing ton , Ind . students case now  
pending.

C om m enting  on the  con v ic tio n  
o f Epton, F a rre ll Dobbs, na tiona l 
secre ta ry o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty , denounced i t  as “ a fram e 
up aim ed a t freedom  o f speech and 
assem bly.”  He urged a l l  partisans 
o f c iv i l  lib e rtie s  to r a l ly  to  E p to n ’s 
defense.

W hen E pton ’s b a il was rescinded 
by  the  judge, S an ford  K atz, one 
o f the defense a tto rn ey ’s urged 
recons idera tion  because “ a t th is  
tim e  o f year c e rta in ly  a fa th e r ’s 
place a t hom e is h ig h ly  im p o r­
ta n t.”

“ The de fendant is n o t a danger­
ous m an,”  K a tz  con tinued . “ He 
was convicted o f som eth ing he said 
o r w ro te , n o t o f a n y th in g  he d id . 
T he re ’s n o t a s c in tilla  o f evidence 
th a t he com m itted  a dangerous 
act.”  The judge  ins is ted Epton be 
sent im m e d ia te ly  to  ja i l  on the 
grounds th a t the  con v ic tio n  “ im ­
po rts  th a t th e  de fendan t is a 
dangerous m an.”  T h is , in  sp ite  o f 
the fa c t th a t E p ton  had been free 
on b a il fo r  ove r a year.

Our New  
Address

N E W  Y O R K  —  As of Jan. 
1 we w ill be located at a 
new address. Both our edi­
to ria l and business offices 
w ill be located at 873 Broad­
way, at the corner of 18th St. 
O ur new phone num ber is 
533-6416. O ur zip code num ­
ber remains the same: N ew  
Y o rk  10003.

The N ational and C ity  O f­
fices of the Socialist W orkers  
P arty  w ill  be located at the 
same address. The new  phone 
num ber of the SW P N ational 
Office is 982-5932. The C ity  
O ffice num ber is 982-6051. 
Because of the m oving and 
holidays there w ill  be no 
meeting of the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  u n til F riday , Jan. 14. 
A t that tim e F e lix  McG ow an  
w ill speak on how his visit 
to Cuba affected h im  after 
ten years as a Catholic priest 
in  L a tin  Am erica. 
 ;__________
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A View of North Vietnam

D E T E R M IN E D  F IG H T E R S . Demonstration in  Hanoi against U.S. 
nam are reported determ ined to resist attack w ithout yielding.

B y A lex  H arte  /
In  its  issues o f Dec. 7-11, the 

N ew  Y o rk  T im es  s im u ltaneous ly  
w ith  the  London E ven ing S tand­
a rd , pub lished  a series o f f iv e  
a rtic les  b y  James Cam eron, a 
B r it is h  jo u rn a lis t,  w ho  v is ite d  
N o rth  V ie tn a m  fro m  Oct. 29 to 
N ov. 24. C am eron’s candid obser­
va tions  abou t the  response o f the 
N o rth  V ietnam ese people to  U n it ­
ed States aggression in  V ie tn am  
are  an im p o rta n t re in fo rce m e n t to 
the  lite ra tu re  o f the  a n tiw a r m ove­
m ent.

Cam eron stresses tw o  aspects 
of th e  N o rth  V ietnam ese people ’s 
reac tion  to  the  U. S. bom bing 
w h ic h  began la s t F eb ru a ry . F irs t 
of a ll he po in ts  to  th e ir  de te rm in a ­
t io n  to  defend th e ir  c o u n try  to 
the  end; and secondly he em ­
phasizes th a t th e ir  s ing le  ob jective  
is  to get th e  U . S. forces ou t oi 
V ie tnam .

“ Y ou  can c a ll i t  w h a t you lik e ,”  
he w r ite s  in  the f ir s t  a rtic le , “ bu1 
i t  is  a w a r, an e n du ring  w a r and 
a specia l w a r, a dedicated and 
w ith in  the  lim its  o f a w o rkab le  
society, a com ple te one . . .

“ W h a t is q u ite  c lea r in  th is  lu na r 
landscape o f N o rth  V ie tn a m  is 
th a t the  people have a to ta l ly  u n ­
shakab le de te rm in a tion  to  w in  the 
w a r, on th e ir  te rm s —  n o t to  make 
an end t«  it ,  o r  f in d  a w a y  ou t of 
it ,  o r ‘conclude an agreem ent’ 
abou t it .  T hey  have the  e x tra o r­
d in a ry  and ra th e r im pressive 
ne rve  to  in s is t upon w in n in g  it.

“ V ic to ry , how ever, has a s tr ic t 
d e fin itio n , w h ic h  is the  im p lem en­
ta tio n  o f the  Geneva A greem ent 
o f 1954, w h ic h  req u ire s  a V ie tn am  
un ite d  un de r p o p u la r e lections and 
the e lim in a tio n  o f a ll fo re ign  
troops fro m  bo th  the  South and 
the  N o rth . T o  H ano i, w in n in g  the 
w a r  does n o t mean the  crush ing  
o r des truc tion  o f U n ite d  States 

‘ forces, i t  means th e ir  departu re . 
Th is  th e y  w i l l  achieve, they say, 
i f  i t  takes fo re ve r . . .

Fighting to Grow
“  ‘The nego tia tions are ove r,’ 

the y  repeat, ‘ the  nego tia tions were 
concluded in  1954, a t Geneva, by 
in te rn a tio n a l s igna tu re. T here  is 
no m ore  to  say —  except w hen 
the y  sha ll be made good.’ ”

Cam eron ta lke d  to a nu m ber of 
people d u r in g  h is  m o n th -lo n g  v is it. 
A m on g  the  m ost in te re s tin g  con­
versations he reports  is one w ith  
a lie u te n a n t co lonel whose name 
“ is a de lica te  m a tte r,”  Cam eron 
states, “ because he was head of 
lia iso n  w ith  the  N a tio n a l L ib e ra ­
tio n  F ro n t  o f South V ie tnam , else­
w here  kn o w n  as the V ie tcong .”

“ The f ig h t in g  in  the  South w i l l  
in e v ita b ly  g ro w  f ie rc e r  and m ore 
b loody,”  the  co lonel to ld  Cam eron, 
"a n d  I  do n o t b y  any means re ­
je c t th e  p o s s ib ility  o f its  escalating 
fa r  m ore  d ire c tly  in  the  N o rth . In  
a w o rd , the  w a r  is go ing to  get 
far worse. B u t M r. M cN am ara  has, 
m isca lcu la ted in  severa l im p o r­
ta n t ways.

“ I t  is  a rgued,”  the  co lonel con­
tinued , “ th a t fo r  re g u la r forces to 
cope w ith  g u e rr illa s  requ ires a 
p ro p o rtio n  o f f iv e  to  one. I f  you 
assess the  L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t as 
abou t 180,000, w h ic h  is m ore  or 
less co rrec t a t th is  m om ent, th a t 
w o u ld  re q u ire  the  best p a rt o f a

Weekly Calendar
AD RATES 

The ra t* for advertising in this col­
umn it  40 cent* a line. Display ads are 
$2 a column inch. There is a ten per 
cent discount (or regular advertisers. 
Advertising must reach us by the Mon­
day prior to the date of publication.

LOS ANGELES 
JO IN  THE IN  C R O W D. C elebrate 

7th Anniversary o f the Cuban Revolu­
tion with the  M ilita n t Labor Forum and 
Young Socialist A lliance. Fri., Dec. 31, 
New Year's Eve, 1702 E. 4th St. (4th 
St. exit Santa Ana Fwy.). G uitarists, 
vocalists, pianists, dancing, bu ffe t, re­
freshments. Door donation. For reserva­
tions call A N  9-4953.

•
T W IN  CITIES  

CELEBRATE N EW  YEAR'S EVE. Music, 
smorgasbord and refreshments. The Com­
mittee to Oppose the Deportation of 
Joseph Johnson invites you to  a New 
Year's Eve pa rty  a t 1819 16th Ave. 
South, Minn. Fri., Dee. 31, 9 p.m.

m illio n  m en . . .
“ F u rthe rm o re , t h e  g u e rr illa  

forces are increas ing  v e ry  fast; 
T h is  is, o f course, no t d i f f ic u lt ,  as 
a lready m ost o f the South has 
been libe ra ted . On th e  accepted 
p ro p o rtio n , the A m ericans w o u ld  
soon need about tw o  m il lio n  men 
in  the fie ld , w h ic h  is preposterous. 
T h is  is no t to take in to  account 
the  d iffe re nce  o f f ig h t in g  s p ir it .

“ O u r people kn o w  w h a t they  
are fig h tin g  fc>r, w h ich  is s im p ly  
th e ir  hom e land. The A m erican

(Continued from  Page 1)
U P I d ispatch. The U.S. com m and 
has been w a ry  o f in v o lv in g  U.S. 
troops in  d ire c t shooting  clashes 
w ith  the  D om in ican  people, p re ­
fe r r in g  to  leave th a t to  the D om ­
in ica n  p ro v is io n a l governm ent 
arm ed forces w h ic h  are s t i l l  con­
tro lle d  b y  the T r u j i l l is t  m il ita ry  
o liga rchy .

The C hris tm as bonus s tr ik e  i t ­
se lf was rep o rte d ly  settled w hen 
the governm ent announced m a jo r 
concessions —  f u l l  bonuses to 
w o rke rs  in  the lo w e r brackets, 
w h ic h  accounts fo r  m ost o f them , 
and s ig n ifica n t po rtions  to  the 
rest.

B u t the  people had once again 
begun to  take over dow n tow n  
Santo Dom ingo. T h is  is the  area 
fo rm e r ly  under co n tro l o f the  
con s titu tion a lis ts  —  the po pu la r 
forces w h ich  o ve rth re w  the m i l i ­
ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  last A p r i l  and 
dem anded a re tu rn  to  the  con s titu ­
t io n  o f 1963 w h ich  em bodied dem ­
ocra tic  re fo rm s. T he  U.S. invasion 
o f A p r i l  28 preven ted the  cons titu ­
t io n  fro m  be ing restored and saved 
the m il i ta ry  o liga rchy , w h ic h  es­
tab lished  a ju n ta  “ gove rnm en t”  
un de r U.S. pro tection .

A  d u a l pow er then existed u n t il 
la s t Septem ber w hen the com ­
m ander o f the c o n s titu tio n a lis t 
forces, Col. F rancisco Camano 
signed an A c t  o f R econc ilia tion  
w h ic h  established the  p ro v is io na l 
governm ent o f H ec to r G a rc ia -G o - 
doy. S ince then, the  U.S. —  acting  
un de r the  nam e o f the  O rgan iza­
t io n  o f A m erican  States —  has 
been bend ing  eve ry  e f fo r t  to  get 
the  p ro v is io n a l governm ent to 
com ple te the  d isa rm in g  o f the  
D om in ican  people w h o  had' re ­
ceived guns d u r in g  the  A p r i l  
events.

A rm e d  clashes have occurred 
be fore  in  Santo D om ingo and else-, 
w h e re  as the  m il i ta ry  o liga rchy

boys do not. I  don’t  blam e them ; 
i t  m ust be ex tre m e ly  ha rd  to die 
fo r  a concept th a t ju s t says ‘a n t i­
co m m u n ism ,’ especia lly w hen i t  
m ust be obvious to the in te llig e n t 
ones th a t by  no means a ll the 
L ib e ra tio n  sold iers are C om m unist 
at a ll.”

The N o rth  V ietnam ese colonel 
then ta lke d  to  Cam eron about the 
change in  the  na tu re  o f f ig h t in g  
w h ich  has been apparen t since 
the  P le im e ba ttle  in  la te  October. 
“ In  the new  phase o f the s tru g -

—  now  acting  as the a rm y  o f the 
p ro v is io na l governm ent —  a t­
tem pted to  seize arm s fro m  consti­
tu t io n a lis t c iv ilia n s . The fa c t tha t 
the  people a re  n o t com ple te ly  at 
the  m ercy  o f the  m il i ta ry  makes 
i t  d i f f ic u lt  fo r  the  governm ent 
and the  o liga rchy  to  re-im pose the 
harsh cond itions o f la bo r and su- 
p e r-e x p lo ita tio n  w h ich  existed 
unde r the  d ic ta to rsh ip , and the 
s tr ik e  b y  the governm ent sugar 
w o rke rs  is an exam ple.

A n o th e r p rob lem  fac in g  the U.S. 
in  its  a ttem pts to  d isa rm  the peo­
ple as a p re lude  to  crush ing  the 
w idespread re v o lu tio n a ry  sen ti­
m en t is the  existence o f some 1,000 
sold iers w ho  had sided w ith  the 
con s titu tion a lis ts  and w ho  have 
n o t y e t been disarm ed o r re - in te ­
gra ted in to  the  a rm y  con tro lled  by 
the o liga rchy . I t  was a group o f 
these soldiers w ho w e re  attacked 
in  Santiago Dec. 19.

Sought Agreement
P rov is ion a l P resident G arc ia - 

Godoy had been a tte m p tin g  to con­
c lude an agreem ent between Ca­
m ano and the A rm ed  Forces Sec­
re ta ry  F rancisco R ivera , spokes­
m an fo r  the m il ita ry  o liga rchy. 
A cco rd in g  to th is  agreem ent, the 
c o n s titu tio n a lis t sold ie rs w ou ld  
have been re -in te g ra te d  in to  the 
a rm y  o r re t ire d  and th e ir  leaders 
sent to  d ip lo m a tic  posts abroad. 
B y  th is  device, the  U.S. hoped to 
b reak the  m il i ta r y  back o f the 
po pu la r m ovem ent since these 
sold ie rs had acted as tra in in g  
cadre and ta c tic a l leaders fo r  the 
arm ed c iv ilia n s .

The s tr ik e  and dem onstra tions 
in  Santo Dom ingo, how ever, oc­
cu rre d  in  the m id s t o f negotia tions 
fo r  th is  deal and the  m il i ta r y  o l i­
ga rchy  a p pa ren tly  feared th e  con­
s titu t io n a lis t so ld ie rs m ig h t once 
again l in k  up w ith  the  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  c iv ilia n s . On Dec. 19, some

aggression. People of N orth  V ie t-

gle,”  the colonel stated, “ we, th a t 
is to  say the  L ib e ra tio n  forces, 
are p u ttin g  a strong  emphasis on 
w h a t we in  ou r language ca ll 
‘ca tch -and -g rasp ’ —  ha nd -to -ha nd  
fig h tin g , you w o u ld  say.

“ I t  is fa ir  to  say th a t in  th is  
so rt o f th in g  the A m ericans can 
a lw ays be defeated —  the y  d is lik e  
it ,  and they  are un tra in e d  fo r  it .  I t  
is  in tense ly  disagreeable, and you 
have to have a p a r t ic u la r ly  good 
reason to be able to do i t  a t a ll. ’1

In  his fo u rth  a rtic le , Cam eron

describes a v is it  to  “ f ig h t in g  areas”
—  th a t is to  the areas w h ic h  have 
been u n d e r constant U. S. bom ­
bardm ent. “ T h rou gh  the d a y lig h t 
hours,”  Cam eron w rite s , “ no th in g  
moves on the roads o f N o rth  V ie t­
nam , no t a ca r n o r a tru c k ; i t  
m ust look  fro m  the a ir  as though 
the  c o u n try  had no wheeled trans ­
p o rt a t a l l . . .

“ A t  dusk the roads become a live . 
The engines are s ta rted  and the  
convoys g rin d  aw ay th ro u g h  the 
darkness behind the  p in p o in ts  of 
m asked headlamps. There , are 
m iles o f them , heavy S o v ie t-b m lt 
tracks , a n t i-a irc ra f t  ba tte ries, a l l 
deep ly b u rie d  unde r p iles of 
branches and leaves; processions 
o f huge green haystacks."

Cam eron was taken to  the cen­
t ra l p rov ince  o f Thanhhoa. “ T h e  
g reat show place o f Thanhhoa,”  he 
describes, “ is the  fam ous H a m k in g  
B ridge . I t  has been a ttacked m ore  
than  a hundred  tim es, by a t least 
a thousand a irc ra ft;  i t  is  scarred 
and p itte d  and tw is te d  and the 
area around is a te rr ib le  mess, b u t 
the b ridg e  s t i l l  ca rries  the  road 
and the ra ilro a d  . . .

Clinic Attacked
“ In  the ne ighborhood is the o n ly  

bombed hosp ita l I  saw, a tu b e rcu ­
losis c lin ic  th a t had taken a loose 
s tick  o f bombs on bo th  sides. I t  
was ba d ly  blasted and now  de­
serted . . .

“ A t  the v illa g e  o f Nhangang, 
ha rd  by  the  b ridge, I  was p re ­
sented to  M iss N guyen T h i Hang, 
w ho is a L a b o r H ero  and a Peo­
p le ’s Hero, and is c le a rly  ad justed 
to  a m easure o f loca l c e le b rity  as 
the  n a tio n ’s resistance p in -u p . She 
once led a de legation to M oscow.

“ She is a pe rt, t r im  young w o ­
m an in  he r la te  tw en ties , dressed 
in  the reg u la tion  w h ite  blouse and 
broad b la ck  trousers. She is p re tty , 
as some 99 percen t o f a ll V ie t­
namese g ir ls  are p re tty  . . . She 
commands the w om en’s corps o f 
the Nhangang m il it ia ,  and she ob­
lig in g ly  p u t them  th rou gh  the 
paces fo r  m e —  a m ock a le rt, a 
covey o f m ost n u b ile  l i t t le -  g ir ls  
popp ing  in to  foxho les and p o in t­
in g  th e ir  r if le s  a t the sky, w ith  
the com m ander ge s tu rin g  up w a rd , 
exa c tly  as in  h e r p ic tu res.

“ I t  a ll seemed so p a lp a b ly  
m ake-be lieve  —  th is  v i ta l  b ridg e  
defended b y  a chorus o f sweet 
l i t t le  g ir ls  —  I  fe l t  a w k w a rd  and 
ru e fu l. A n d  then, in  the m id d le  
o f the  perfo rm ance, as I  w a lke d  
back fro m  the r iv e r  to  the  v illa g e
—  the a la rm  w e n t in  a l l tru th , 
and the w a r game was rea l a fte r  
a ll, in  the  s igh ing  h o w l o f the 
je ts  overhead, the  th u d  o f ack-ack, 
and fo r  a ll I  kno w , fo r  I  could 
n o t be sure, a t in y  v o lle y  f ro m  
the young lad ies in  foxho les.”

F elt Outraged

Cam eron describes h is  ow n re ­
actions to  the  bom bing  airp lanes. 
“ W h a t supervened, I  th in k , was 
no t the  em otion  o f fea r ( fo r  I  
was in  no p a r tic u la r  danger) no r 
h igh -m ind ed  h o rro r. I t  was some­
how  an ou trage against c iv i l i ty .  
W ha t an im pertinence , one fe lt ,  
w h a t arrogance, w h a t an offense 
against m anners. These people in  
N o rth  V ie tn am  are agreeable shy 
people and ve ry  poor. W il l  th is  
s o rt o f th ing , the bom bing, b low  
C om m unism  ou t o f th e ir  heads?”

On th is  po in t, Cam eron’s answer 
is unequ ivoca l: “ One th in g  is
sure, i f  the bom bing  o f N o rth  
V ie tnam  is designed e ith e r to  te r­
ro rize  the people in to  subm ission 
o r to  crush th e ir  econom y in to  
ru in , its  e ffe c t on bo th  counts is 
p recise ly  the  reverse. H ow eve r 
obscure and e lusive m any th ings 
here m ay be, th a t fa c t is m an i­
fes tly , ta n g ib ly  obvious a t eve ry  
tu rn .

“ So fa r  fro m  te rro r iz in g  the 
people, the bom bings have s tim u ­
la ted  and consolida ted them . B y  
the n a tu re  o f the attacks so fa r, 
c iv ilia n  casualties have n o t been 
v e ry  great, b u t the y  have been 
g rea t enough to  p ro v id e  the  G ov­
e rn m en t w ith  the  m ost to ta l ly  u n ­
challengeable propaganda i t  cou ld 
eve r have dream ed o f . . .

“ F ro m  th e  m om ent the  U n ited  
States dropped the f ir s t  bom b on 
N o rth  V ie tnam , i t  we lded the  na­
t io n  toge ther unshakab iy .”

...Dominican Crisis Flares
200 o f the c o n s titu tio n a lis t sold iers 
had gathered in  a Santiago ho te l 
fo r  a m em o ria l ga the ring  in  honor 
o f th e ir  comrades k il le d  in  the 
f ig h t in g  la s t spring .

R epo rted ly  a governm ent so ld ie r 
a ttem pted to  assassinate Col. C a- 
amano in  a nearby cem etery w here  
he was la y in g  a w re a th  on a 
grave. Caamano and h is  friends  
re trea ted  to  the ho te l w here  his 
comrades w ere h e a v ily  arm ed. The 
governm ent troops attacked the 
ho te l us ing  tanks b u t w e re  re ­
pulsed. A t  least 11 persons were 
k il le d  in c lu d in g  Juan Lo ra  F e r­
nandez, a c o n s titu tio n a lis t leader, 
and n ine  governm ent soldiers. U.S. 
P ara troopers  w ere  sent to  San­
tiago  b u t re p o rte d ly  the ba ttle  was 
over w hen they a rrived .

News o f the  ba ttle  touched o ff  
new  dem onstra tions in  Santo 
D om ingo and a genera l s tr ik e  was 
threatened by un ion  leaders u n ­
less the arm ed forces m in is te r and 
several o th e r leaders o f the m i l i ­
ta ry  o lig a rch y  w e re  rem oved. 
Business was v ir tu a lly  ha lted  in  
the ca p ita l as bands o f young 
c iv ilia n s  p a tro lle d  the  do w n to w n  
streets Dec. 20. G overnm en t po lice 
caught in  the  area w ere  disarm ed. 
B u t the  U.S. troops rem ained 
camped in  severa l areas o f the c ity  
ready to  in te rven e  once again to 
save the T r u j i l l is t  o lig a rch y  from  
the  people.

La s t fa ll ,  w hen the R econcilia ­
t io n  A c t was be ing negotiated, a 
m an ifesto  was pub lished signed by 
m ost trade  un ions in  the coun try  
and b y  severa l p o lit ic a l groups, 
in c lu d in g  the  June 14 M ovem ent. 
I t  declared th a t regard less o f the 
outcom e o f the  negotia tions, 
“ w h ile  the re  are Y ankee troops in  
o u r te r r ito ry  and the A m erican  
m onopo lis tic  in te rests despoil us 
the re  w i l l  be n e ith e r dem ocracy 
no r social progress in  o u r coun­
t r y . ”
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Speech by Clifton DeBerry

Lessons of Montgomery Boycott
The fo llo w in g  ta lk  was d e liv ­

ered by C lif to n  D e B e rry , Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  candidate fo r  m ay­
o r  o f New  Y o rk  in  last fa l l ’s elec­
t io n , a t the New  Y o rk  M il ita n t  
L a b o r F o ru m  on Dec. 11. The oc­
casion was the te n th  an n ive rsa ry  
o f  the M on tgom ery Bus boycott. 
The fo ru m  th a t n ig h t pa id  tr ib u te  
to  E. D. N ixo n , the p r in c ip le  lead­
e r  and organ izer o f the boycott. 
M r. and M rs. N ixon  w ere  guests 
o f  honor.

* * *
W hen we speak o f the present 

F reedom  N ow  m ovem ent, w e 
u s u a lly  trace back its  o r ig in  to 
th e  1954 Suprem e C o u rt ru l in g  on 
th e  segregation o f schools, w h ich  
was the h igh  p o in t o f lega l s tru g ­
gle. The  ru l in g  was an adm ission 
th a t segregation o f schools is u n ­
con s titu tio n a l, and i t  o ffe red  a lo t  
o f hope to the Negro people 
th ro u g h o u t th is  land .

W ell, a fte r  one year, th is  hope 
was recognized as ju s t a another 
g im m ick , ano the r b it  o f tokenism  
and ano the r prom ise. A n d  ju s t 
a yea r a fte r  the  ru l in g  a young 
N egro fro m  Chicago [E m m et T i l l ]  
v is it in g  h is re la tive s  was m urdered 
in  M ississipp i. In  th e ir  t r ia l,  lik e  
m any such tr ia ls  today, h is a d m it­
ted k idnappers  and m urdere rs  
w e n t scot free.

One aspect o f the  new  Freedom  
N o w  m ovem ent has been mass ac­
tio n , the  in te rv e n tio n  o f masses o f 
Negroes in to  the  strugg le . T h is  be­
gan w ith  the  M on tgom ery bus boy-

Some people fee l the re  is a 
danger o f corpora tions becom ing 
too b ig ; th a t they lose th e ir  p e r­
sonal q u a lity  and som ehow lose 
s ig h t o f cherished A m erican  ideals. 
B u t  the re ’s no cause fo r  a la rm  i f  
the  In te rn a tio n a l Business M a ­
ch ine C orpo ra tion  is any exam ple. 
Jus t be fore  C hristm as a group o f 
students a t Im m acu la te  H e a rt C o l­
lege, a Rom an C a tho lic  g ir ls  
school in  Los Angeles, fou nd  ou t 
th a t nobody is go ing to sneak an y ­
th in g  even sm acking o f subve r­
sion past the  men w ho are re ­
sponsible fo r  the  conduct o f a ffa irs  
a t IB M .

U n de r the  d ire c tio n  o f th e ir  a r t 
in s tru c to r, S is te r M a ry  C orita , an 
established a rtis t, the  g ir ls  had 
prepa red  an avante garde C h ris t­
mas e x h ib it  fo r  the IB M  P roduc t 
D isp la y  C enter in  N ew  Y o rk .

T he  e x h ib it  was c le a rly  u n - 
A m e ric a n  and IB M  p ro m p tly  rang 
the c u rta in  down. The w ho le  d is -
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co tt in  1955. In  the boycott we 
saw the  com b ina tion  o f bo th  legal 
ac tion  and mass action. F o r ex ­
am ple, w hen spokesmen fo r  the 
bus boyco tt m ovem ent w ere a r ­
rested, the Negroes f i l le d  the ja i l  
and stood around outside to m ake 
sure they rece ived some justice .

T he M on tgom ery bus boycott 
stands as & model fo r  strugg le . I

p lay  was devoted to th a t w e ll 
kno w n  Com m ie theme, “ Peace on 
E a rth .”

T w o  students w ho came to New  
Y o rk  to set up the e x h ib it  were 
in fo rm ed  i t  wasn’t  “ C h ris tm a s -y ”  
enough. A n d  besides— i t  “ m ig h t be 
in te rp re te d  as some sort o f dem on­
s tra tio n  about V ie tn am .”

R obert M onahan, IB M  m an in  
charge o f exh ib its , exp la ined  w h a t 
i t  was a ll about. “ A  lo t o f peo­
p le,”  he said, “ bo th ins ide and 
outside the com pany d id n ’t  see 
the  connection between th is  
‘Peace on E a rth ’ e x h ib it  and 
C hris tm as.”

He exp la ined  the e x h ib it  was 
“ q u ite  fa r  ou t and the re  w ere  no 
creches o r Santa Clauses o r h o lly  
— the  sort o f th in g  people asso­
cia te w ith  C hris tm as.”

No Placards
IB M  suggested some changes. To 

begin w ith , they got r id  o f any­
th in g  th a t looked lik e  a p lacard. 
P lacards are, o f course, w h a t V ie t-  
n iks  c a rry  on th e ir  marches. One 
p la c a rd - lik e  panel th a t came 
tu m b lin g  dow n was a red, w h ite  
and b lue  one w ith  a w h ite  star 
th a t had the w o rd  spelled r ig h t 
ou t on i t — “ Peace.”

A  num ber o f quotations fro m  
w e ll-k n o w n  members o f the  in ­
te rn a tio n a l com m unist conspiracy 
w e re  q u ic k ly  b lue -pen c illed . These 
inc luded  Pope P a u l’s s in is te r ad­
v ice  to the  U N , “ Never, never 
again, w a r”  and P resident K e n ­
nedy ’s s lic k ly  de fea tis t fo rm u la : 
“ T he  greatest p ra ye r o f m en is no t 
fo r  v ic to ry  b u t peace.”

B u t even the  m ost a le rt A m e r i­
cans are no t to ta lly  im m une  to 
the  in v id io u s  poison o f the peace­
n iks .. IB M  le t one slogan s lip  by  
w h ic h  b razen ly  declared “ Peace 
on E a rth .”  B u t they managed to 
amend it .  U n de r i t  the y  pasted: 
“ To m en o f good w i l l . ”

T h a t’s p re tty  shrewd. E veryone 
know s th a t ou tside o f us A m e r i­
cans the re  a ren ’t  any m en o f good 
w iD .

H e rm an  Chauka

say th a t fo r  m any reasons. F irs t, 
i t  shatte red the m y th  w h ich  has 
been d r ille d  in to  the m inds o f 
Negroes, the b e lie f th a t Negroes 
a lw ays had to be led by  someone 
else, th a t they w ere  incapab le  o f 
organ iz ing  themselves and lead ing 
themselves. The bus boyco tt was 
a v e r if ic a tio n  in  l i fe  o f the  fa lse­
ness o f th is  idea. I t  was Negro 
led  and Negro con tro lled .

I t  was a m odel to r  s trugg le  in  
ano the r way. F o r the  f ir s t  tim e  
since the  R econstruction period 
an e n tire  Negro com m u n ity  stood 
as one fo r  over a year. They had 
one o rgan iza tion , one leadersh ip  
and one goal.

The boyco tt un ite d  the  en tire  
com m un ity . I t  d re w  in  the  m in is ­
ters and enabled them  to p a r t ic i­
pate w ith o u t v io la t in g  any o f th e ir  
re lig iou s  princ ip les , and u tiliz e d  
the  ta len ts o f the  m in is te rs  to  do 
some o f the  necessary th ings  fo r  
the  m ovem ent, such as ra is ing  
money.

Another Side
T here  was ano the r side to th is  

m ovem ent, the  side th a t v e ry  l i t t le  
is to ld  about. W hat I  am  ta lk in g  
about is the young men, the  e x - 
G .I.’s, w ho repa ired  the  cars, w ho 
repa ired  the  s ta tion  wagons, w ho 
m anned the  posts and w ere  re ­
sponsible fo r  tra n sp o rtin g  Negroes 
fro m  one p a rt o f th e  c ity  to  the  
o ther. T he  rea l w o rkm en , the  rea l 
pa rtic ip an ts , w ho also recognized 
the need to  p ro tec t th e ir  leaders. 
They recognized the  need fo r  self 
defense.

So w e  see in  the  M on tgom ery 
s trugg le  pa tte rns th a t e x is t in  the 
m ovem ent today, a lthough  in  a 
d iffe re n t fo rm . W here these tw o 
tactics, nonvio lence and self de­
fense, w ere  u tiliz e d  to d ra w  to ­
ge ther and u n ite  the  com m u n ity  
in  M on tgom ery, A labam a, they 
tend to  d iv id e  the  m ovem ent to ­
day. B u t th is  is be ing changed, 
be ing overcom e, by  young m i l i ­
tants. They recognize th a t p a r t i­
c ip a tin g  in  the  s trugg le  in  the 
South is no t lik e  dem onstra ting  
in  f ro n t  o f the  U N  in  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity .

W e see here a p a tte rn  w h ich  
began in  M on tgom ery  back in  
1955, w h ic h  preceded R obert W il­
liam s and his m ovem ent fo r  se lf 
defense, w h ich  preceded the  m ove­
m en t fo r  se lf defense as pro jected 
b y  the  la te  M a lco lm  X . A n d  we 
see i t  be ing p icked up and ca r­
r ie d  ou t today by  a new  organ iza­
t io n  [th e  Deacons fo r  Defense and 
Jus tice ], a leader o f w h ich  is

TV Cancels 
Mort Sahl

N E W  Y O R K  —  Com edian M o rt 
Sah l had been scheduled to  do 26 
shows fo r  T V  s ta tion  W N EW , b u t 
a fte r the  f ir s t  tw o , the  station 
m anagem ent cancelled the series. 
A  spokem an fo r  the  sta tion  said 
“ M o r t  Sah l breached h is agree­
m en t w ith  us and w e have te rm ­
ina ted  his con tract,”  b u t the  sta­
t io n  o ff ic ia l w o u ld  n o t e xp la in  
the alleged v io la tio n .

B u t the re  rem ains a strong im ­
pression th a t the con tro ve rs ia l na ­
tu re  o f the  show had som eth ing 
to  do w ith  the  s ta tio n ’s action. 
T he new  show was a tw o  ho u r 
discussion program . F o r an ho u r 
Sah l in te rv ie w e d  the  au thors o f 
the new  book, In v ita t io n  to  an In ­
quest, W a lte r and M ir ia m  Schneir.

The Schneirs spent f iv e  years 
w o rk in g  on th is  book, w h ic h  docu­
ments the F B I fra m e -u p  o f J u liu s  
and E the l Rosenberg, and M orton  
Sobell, as the “ spies”  w ho gave 
the “ secret”  o f the atom ic bom b 
to  the  S ov ie t U n ion . S ah l d is ­
cussed h is  ow n encounter^ w ith  
the  F B I.  W ere the  fac ts  the 
Schneirs are able to  docum ent ju s t 
too m uch  fo r  T V  s ta tion  W NEW ?

W a lte r S chne ir • is  scheduled to 
speak, a t the  M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o rum  
on Jan, i l  about the  Rosenberg- 
Sobell case.

scheduled to speak here nex t week.
The M on tgom ery bus boycott 

dem onstra ted som eth ing else. W ith  
the correct k in d  o f leadersh ip  the 
Negro com m u n ity  can be o rgan­
ized. I t  can be un ited . B u t i t  re ­
qu ires a leadership th a t is a l i t t le  
d iffe re n t fro m  the present day 
leadership.

I  don ’t  mean to berate the  jo b  
done b y  any o f the leaders— I  
mean i t  in  the  sense o f o b ta in ing  
v ic to ry . W ha t is req u ire d  is a 
leadersh ip  w h ich  understands the 
needs o f the  people in  th e  Negro 
com m u n ity ; a leadersh ip  w h ich  
understands w hen is th e  tim e  to  
act and how  to act; a leadersh ip  
w h ic h  is ab le to  u t il iz e  a l l the  
ta len ts  o f the various s tra ta  o f the 
com m u n ity  fo r  the  b e n e fit o f  the 
com m u n ity  as a w ho le  to  fu r th e r  
the  strugg le  o f the  Negro people; 
a leadersh ip  w h ic h  places the 
needs and goals o f the  strugg le  
above its  ow n recogn ition .

T h is  is the  k in d  o f leadersh ip  
w h ich  b u ilt  the  M on tgom ery  bus 
boyco tt m ovem ent. T h is  leadersh ip  
dem onstra ted its  w o rth  in  life , 
w h ich  is  the  acid test o f leader­
ship. T h is  is the  k in d  o f leader w e  
are ta lk in g  about w hen w e ta lk  o f 
E. D. N ixon .

I  th in k  i t ’s u n fo rtu n a te  th a t in  
M on tgom ery  w here  a ce leb ra tion  
is ta k in g  place on the  te n th  a n n i­
ve rsa ry  o f the  bus boycott, they 
a re  no t ho no ring  the rea l leader 
o f th a t m ovem ent. B u t w e are 
fo rtu n a te  in  be ing ab le to  pay 
tr ib u te  to th is  h is to r ic  s trugg le  and 
to  its  leader. The co n trib u tio n s  
made and th e  lessons to  be learned 
fro m  the  M on tgom ery  bus boyco tt 
w i l l  be in va lu a b le  to  th e  young 
freedom  fig h te rs  com ing on the  
scene today.

A n d  we w i l l  m ake i t  o u r task 
and o u r re sp o n s ib ility  to  see th a t 
th is  g reat he ritage  is ca rried  on 
to  the fu tu re  freedom  figh te rs . '
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T h e  A m e ric a n  
W a y  o f L ife

IBM Meets Subversive Challenge

F O U G H T  J IM  CROW . A  group of leaders of the historic M ont­
gomery bus boycott.
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A t  the  request o f severa l areas, 
w e  a re  e x te nd ing  the  dead line fo r  
o u r subscrip tion  d rive . W e had 
o r ig in a lly  set a ta rge t da te o f Dec. 
15 to  secure 1,825 new  readers fo r  
The M il i ta n t  and the  Y oung  So­
c ia lis t. A s o f th a t da te w e had ob­
ta ined  the  f ig u re  shown in  the 
scoreboard be low , 1,245.

T h is  is  an im pressive  fig u re , 
b u t o u r supporte rs fee l th a t w ith  
e x tra  t im e  m ost o f them  can 
achieve the  f u l l  quotas th a t they 
h a d  6et fo r  them selves a t the  be­
g in n in g  o f the  d rive . A  fe w  m ay 
f in d , how ever, th a t even w ith  the 
extension th e ir  o r ig in a l estim ate 
was -ft b i t  too am b itious.

O u r pace-setter, percentage­
wise, has been M ad ison w h ic h  had 
gone 40 percen t ove r its  quota by  
the  ta rg e t date.
: A lso  in  lin e  fo r  a special salute 

vis  Los Angeles w h ic h  m et and e x ­
ceeded its  quota b y  th e  ta rge t 
date. W e hope th e y  w o n ’t  le t up 
and w i l l  use the  e x tra  m on th  to 
r o l l  up  an even m ore im pressive 
score.
' San F rancisco came w ith in  a

h a ir  o f m eeting  its  quota on tim e, 
m iss ing  by  b u t one subscrip tion . 
W e’re  sure the y  w i l l  be w e ll over 
the  top  b y  Jan. 15.

W e’re  g lad to  see th a t B e rke ley  
got go ing in  the  past several 
weeks. W h ile  the y  s t i l l  have a 
good w a y  to  go, th e ir  score looks 
m ore respectable th a n  i t  had.

T w in  C ities  m ade a h e a lth y  in ­
crease in  its  score and w e ’re  sure 
th a t ’s a good omen fo r  the  f in a l 
reckon ing.

Chicago boosted its  to ta l b y  be t­
te r  than  50 percent in  the  past tw o  
weeks. I f  i t  keeps go ing a t th a t 
ra te  i t  should m eet its  quota.

N ew  Y o rk , too, can m eet its  
quota i f  i t  keeps p lug g in g  away.

A n n  A rb o r  and C leve land look  
as though the y  should m eet th e ir  
goal w ith o u t any specia l d if f ic u lty .

W e have no w  rece ived 63 a t-  
la rge  subscrip tions b y  m a il. I f  
you are p re sen tly  a no n -su bscrib - 
in g  new  reader, you can he lp  us 
increase th a t f ig u re  b y  c lip p in g  
the  k in g -s ize d  coupon on page 
seven and sending i t  in  w ith  $1. 
I t ’s the best ba rga in  around.

<
| k SCOREBOARD

Young Socialist -  M ilita n t Sub D rive

City Accepted Quota Subs Received
A n n  A rb o r 75 58
B erke le y 175 85
Boston 250 183
Chicago 225 125
C leveland 75 51
D enve r 25 1
D e tro it 125 82
Los Angeles 100 106
P h ila de lph ia 75 65
M adison 25 40
N e w  Y o rk  —  do w n to w n 200 132
N e w  Y o rk  —  u p to w n 125 79
San F rancisco 75 74
San Jose 25 9
Seattle 25 9
T w in  C ities 200 72
W ashington, D . C. 25 11
A t  La rge 63

T O T A L S 1,825 1,245
■

Malcolm  X  Speaks

New Blow at Freedom of Press
fr Vfr & * ■
No\y that it has made the record that it  is also against the 

right wing with its ever-so-gentle probe of the Klan, HUAC  
is back at its old stand of hounding left-w ing groups.

This time it  is engaged in an ominous attack on the consti­
tutionally guaranteed freedom of the press. Last week HUAC  
seized the bank records of the committee which handles the 
finances for T h e  W o rk e r ,  voice of the Communist Party. The rec­
ords, or copies of them, were turned over to the witchhunting 
committee by the bank itsplf. T h e  W o rk e r  was notified of this 
action after the fact by the bank.

I t  is generally believed that this is the first time that the 
witch hunters have made such a move and the legality of ’ it 
■remains open to test. Previously the committee has sought to 
subpoena the records of organizations from their officials, and in 
most cases were balked from doing so. In  at least one instance, 
however, an official was jailed for contempt for refusing to turn 
oyer the records of his organization.

In  this case, while HUAC may not be able to point to any 
legal precedent, it does have behind it the moral weight of an 
order issued by “freedom-loving” Lyndon Johnson last April. The 
order instructed the Treasury Department to turn over trt HUAC  
any income tax returns of individuals it requested.

The sole legal justification for the existence of HUAC is  that 
i t s  investigations are supposed to lead to the enactment of legis­
lation. Yet, outside of provisions of the unconstitutional Com­
munist Control Act, it  does not have a single law to point to in 
its 27-year history. I t  is quite safe to predict that no new legis­
la t io n  w ill result from the seizing of T h e  W o rk e r  bank records. 
But th e  action assuredly strikes a new blow at the freedom of 
th e  Dress.

Militant-Young Socialist Campaign 
For New Subscriptions Extended

,Our f i r s t  fo u r excerpts fro m  th is  
book ( fro m  •a D e tro it speech in  
N ovem ber 1963) w ere  representa­
tiv e  o f M a lco lm  X ’s th in k in g  sho rt­
ly  be fore he le ft  the B la ck  M us­
lim s. The n e x t f iv e  in s ta llm en ts  
( fro m  a C leveland speech in  A p r i l,  
1964) w ere  ty p ic a l o f the positions  
he took in  the  f ir s t  few  weeks 
a fte r  he le ft the B la ck  M uslim s  
and began to  grapp le w ith  the  
prob lem s o f b u ild in g  a new  m ove­
m ent. O u r rem a in ing  in s ta llm en ts  
w i l l  a l l come fro m  the last three  
m onths o f his life , a fte r  tw o  tr ip s  
to A fr ic a  had helped h im  to reach  
new  and m ore ra d ica l conclusions 
on rac ia l, social and p o lit ic a l ques­
tions.

The fo llo w in g  in s ta llm e n t is 
f ro m  a speech g iven a t a p u b lic  
r a l ly  o f the O rgan iza tion  o f A f ro -  
A m e rica n  U n ity  a t the A udubon  
B a llro o m  in  H a rle m  on Dec. 13, 
1964. The eyes o f the w o r ld  were  
a t th a t tim e  on the U. S. govern ­
m en t’s in te rv e n tio n  in  the c iv i l  
w a r in  the Congo. In  New  Y o rk , 
among delegates to the U n ited  N a­
tions genera l assem bly w ho  were  
to discuss and denounce th a t in te r ­
ven tion , w ere  M oham m ed B abu o f 
Tanzania and Che G uevara o f 
Cuba. Babu was scheduled to  be 
the guest speaker a t the O A A U  
ra l ly ,  but a rr iv e d  ve ry  late. M a l­
colm , as cha irm an , thus spoke 
m uch longer than  he had intended.

Installm ent 10 

T H E  PRESS A N D  IT S  IM A G E S
B ro the rs  and sisters: W e’re  ve ry  

happy to  see so m any o f you  ou t 
on such a foggy n igh t. W e hope 
th a t we haven ’t  k e p t you  too long, 
b u t a v e ry  good fr ie n d  o f m ine, 
and a ve ry  good fr ie n d  o f yours, is 
on his w a y  here and I  d id n ’t  w a n t 
to  have too m uch to  say in  f ro n t 
o f h im . H e’s a person whose ac­
tions  in  the  past have ac tu a lly  
spoken fo r  themselves. H e ’s a mas­
te r  o f re vo lu tio n . W e’re  l iv in g  in  
a re v o lu tio n a ry  w o r ld  and in  a 
re v o lu tio n a ry  age, b u t you and I  
have never m e t a re a l d y e d - in - th e - 
w o o l b la ck  re v o lu tio n a ry  before. 
So to n ig h t w e w a n t to  u n v e il one.

Unbiased V iew
B efore  o u r v is ito r  gets here, I 

th in k  i t ’s im p o rta n t to  show the 
im portance  o f keep ing an open 
m ind . Y o u ’l l  be surp rised  ho w  fast, 
how  easy i t  is  fo r  someone to  steal 
y o u r and m y  m ind . Y ou  don’t  
th in k  so? W e never lik e  to  th in k  
in  te rm s o f be ing dum b enough to  
le t  someone p u t som eth ing  over on 
us in  a v e ry  d e c e itfu l and t r ic k y  
w ay. B u t you  and I  are l iv in g  in  
a v e ry  d e c e itfu l and t r ic k y  so­
c ie ty , in  a v e ry  d e ce itfu l and 
t r ic k y  cou n try , w h ich  has a ve ry  
d e ce itfu l and t r ic k y  governm ent. 
A l l  o f them  in  i t  a ren ’t  t r ic k y  and 
de ce itfu l, b u t m ost o f them  are. 
A n d  any tim e  you have a govern­
m en t in  w h ic h  m ost o f  them  are 
d e ce itfu l and tr ic k y , you  have to  
be on guard a t a l l tim es. Y o u  have 
to  k n o w  how  the y  w o rk  th is  de­
ce it and how  they w o rk  these 
tricks . O therw ise  you ’l l  f in d  y o u r­
se lf in  a b ind .

One o f the best w ays to  safe­
guard you rse lf f ro m  be ing  de­
ceived is a lw ays to  fo rm  the h a b it 
o f lo o k in g  a t th ings  fo r  you rse lf, 
lis te n in g  to th ings  fo r  you rse lf, 
th in k in g  fo r  you rse lf, be fore you  
t r y  and come to  any judgm ent. 
N ever base y o u r im pression o f 
someone on w h a t someone else 
has said. O r upon w h a t someone 
else has w r itte n . O r upon w h a t 
you read i abou t someone th a t 
somebody else w ro te . N ever base 
y o u r ju d g m e n t on th ings  l ik e  tha t. 
E spec ia lly  in  th is  k in d  o f c o u n try  
and in  th is  k in d  o f society w h ich  
has m astered the  a r t  o f v e ry  de­
c e it fu lly  p a in tin g  people w hom  
th e y  don’t  lik e  in  an im age th a t 
the y  kn o w  you  w o iif t  lik e . So you 
end up  h a tin g  y o u r fr ie n d s  and 
lo v in g  th e ir  enemies.

Excerpted from the book, M al­
colm X Speaks, with the permis­
sion of Merit Publishers, 5 East 
Third St., New York, N . Y. 10003. 
Price $5.95. Copyright 1965 by 
M erit Publishers.

A n  exam ple: I  was f ly in g  fro m  
A lg ie rs  to Geneva about th ree  or 
fo u r  weeks ago, and seated beside 
me on the a irp la ne  w ere  a couple 
o f A m ericans, bo th  w h ite , one a 
m ale and the o ther a fem ale. One 
was an in te rp re te r w ho  w orked  in  
Geneva fo r  the U n ited  Nations, 
the  o ther was a g ir l  w ho  w o rked  
in  one o f the  embassies in  some 
p a r t o f A lg e ria . W e conversed fo r  
about fo r ty  o r fo r ty - f iv e  m inu tes 
and then the lady, w h o  had been 
lo o k in g  a t m y  briefcase [w h ic h  
bore the  in it ia ls  “ M X ” ] ,  said, 
“ M ay I  ask you  a personal ques­
tion? ”  A n d  I  said, “ Yes.”  B e ­
cause they a lw ays do anyw ay.

She said, “ W ha t k in d  o f last 
nam e do you have th a t begins 
w ith  X ? ”  I  said, “ T h a t’s it ,  X .”  So 
she said, “ X ? ”  “ Yes.”  “ W e ll, w h a t 
is y o u r f i r s t  name?”  I  said, “ M a l­
co lm .”  So she w a ited  fo r  about 
ten m inutes and then she said, 
“ Y o u ’re  n o t M a lco lm  X . ”  A n d  I  
said, “ Yes, I ’m  M a lco lm  X . W hy, 
w h a t’s the  m a tte r? ”  A n d  she said, 
“ W e ll, you ’re  no t w h a t I  was lo ok ­
in g  fo r ."

Sought Image
W hat she was lo o k in g  fo r  was 

w h a t the  newspapers, the  press, 
had created. She was lo o k in g  fo r  
the  im age th a t the  press had cre ­
ated. Som ebody w ith  some horns, 
you  know , about to  k i l l  a l l the 
w h ite  people —  as i f  he cou ld 
k i l l  a l l o f them , o r as i f  he 
shou ldn ’t. She was lo o k in g  fo r  
someone w h o  was a rabb le -rouse r, 
w ho  cou ldn ’t  even converse w ith  
people w ith  b lue eyes, you know , 
someone w ho  was ir ra tio n a l, and 
th ings o f th a t sort.

I  take  tim e  to  p o in t th is  out, 
because i t  shows how  s k il l fu l ly  
someone can take a newspaper and 
b u ild  an im age o f someone so th a t 
be fore you even m eet them , yo u ’l l  
ru n . Y ou  don’t  even w a n t to hear 
w h a t they  have to  say, you don’t 
even kn o w  them , a l l you kn o w  is 
w h a t the press has had to say, and 
the press is w h ite . A n d  w hen I  
say the press is w h ite , I  m ean i t  
is w h ite . A n d  i t ’s dangerous.

T he  F B I can feed in fo rm a tio n  
to  the  press to m ake y o u r ne igh­
bor th in k  yo u ’re som eth ing  sub­
vers ive. The F B I —  they do i t  
v e ry  s k i l l fu l ly ,  they m aneuver the 
press on a na tiona l scale; and the 
C IA  m aneuvers the  press on an 
in te rn a tio n a l scale. They do a ll 
th e ir  d i r t  w ith  the  press. They 
take the newspapers and m ake the 
newspapers b lo w  you  and m e up as 
i f  a l l  o f us are c rim ina ls , a l l o f 
us are racists, a l l o f us a re  d ru g  
addicts, o r a l l o f us are r io tin g . 
T h is  is how  the y  do it .  W hen you 
exp lode le g it im a te ly  against the

in jus tice s  th a t have been heaped 
upon you, the y  use the press to 
m ake i t  lo ok  lik e  you ’re  a vanda l. 
I f  you w ere a vanda l, you have a 
r ig h t to  be a vanda l.

T hey  m aster th is  im agery , th is  
im age-m aking . T hey  g ive  you the 
im age o f an ex trem is t, and fro m  
then on a n y th in g  you do is ex ­
trem e. Y ou can p u ll a baby o u t o f 
the w a te r and save i t  fro m  d ro w n ­
in g  —  yo u ’re  s t i l l  an ex tre m is t, 
because they p ro jec ted  th is  im age 
o f you. T hey  can create an im age 
o f you as a subvers ive  and you 
can go ou t and d ie  f ig h t in g  fo r  
the  U n ited  States —  you ’re  s t i l l  
subversive, because the  press has 
made you a subversive.

They can p a in t the im age o f 
you as someone irresponsib le , and 
you can come up w ith  the  best 
p rog ram  th a t w i l l  save the  b lack  
m an fro m  the oppression o f the 
w h ite  m an and —  W hen I  say 
oppression, th a t ’s w here  oppression 
comes from , the w h ite  m an. T here  
are some oppressive b lack  people, 
b u t th e y ’re  o n ly  do ing  w h a t the 
w h ite  m an has tau gh t them.

W hen I  say tha t, I ’m  no t b la n k - 
e t ly  condem ning a ll w h ites . A l l  o f 
them  don ’t  oppress. A l l  o f them  
aren ’t  in  a pos ition  to. B u t  m ost 
o f them  are, and m ost o f them  do. 
The press is so p o w e rfu l in  its  
im a ge -m ak ing  ro le , i t  can m ake a 
c r im in a l look  l ik e  he ’s the v ic t im  
and m ake the  v ic t im  look  l ik e  he’s 
the  c r im in a l. T h is  is the  press, an 
irrespons ib le  press. I t  w i l l  m ake 
the c r im in a l look  l ik e  he ’s th e  
v ic t im  and m ake the v ic t im  lo ok  
lik e  he ’s the  c r im in a l. I f  you  aren ’ t 
ca re fu l, the  newspapers w i l l  have 
you  h a tin g  the  people w ho  are 
be ing oppressed and lo v in g  the  
people w ho  are do ing  the  oppres­
sing.

Press Distortion
A  good exam ple  o f w h a t the  

press can do w ith  its  im ages is 
the  Congo, the  area o f A fr ic a  th a t 
o u r guest, th a t’s on h is  w ay, is go­
in g  to  ta lk  to  us abou t ton ig h t. 
R ig h t now , in  the Congo, defense­
less v illages  are be ing bom bed, 
b lack  wom en and c h ild re n  and 
babies are be ing b lo w n  to  b its  b y  
a irp lanes. W here do these a ir ­
planes come from ? T he  U n ite d  
States, the  U -n - i- t - e -d  S - t-a - t-e -s . 
Yes, and you w o n ’t  w r i te  tha t. 
Y ou w o n ’t  w r ite  th a t A m e rica n  
planes are b lo w in g  the  flesh  fro m  
the bodies o f b la ck  w om en and 
b la ck  babies and b la ck  men.

W hy? Because th e y ’re  A m e rica n  
planes. As long  as th e y ’re  A m e r i­
can planes, th a t’s hu m a n ita ria n . As 
long  as th e y ’re  be ing  p ilo te d  b y  
a n ti-C a s tro  Cubans, th a t m akes i t  
a ll r ig h t. Because Castro’s a v i l ­
la in , and anybody w ho ’s against 
h im , w h a teve r th e y  do, th a t’s t i i i— 
m an ita ria n . Y ou see how  t r ic k y  
they are? A m e rica n  planes, a n t i-  
Castro p ilo ts , d ro pp ing  bombs on 
A fr ic a n  v illages  th a t have no de­
fense against bombs, and b lo w in g  
b la ck  wom en to  b its .

W hen you d rop  a bom b, you 
don ’t  lo ok  to  see w h ere  i t  explodes. 
T hey ’re  do ing  the  same th in g  as 
w hen they dropped i t  on the  
Japanese a t H irosh im a . T hey  don ’t  
even th in k  about d ro p p in g  i t  on 
Congolese. A n d  you, ru n n in g  
around here ge tting  a ll upset 
because a fe w  w h ite  hostages die, 
you ’re  ou t o f y o u r m inds, o u t o f 
y o u r m inds. They take the  press 
w ith  th e ir  a b il i ty  to  co n tro l you 
w ith  im age -m ak ing , and they 
make mass m u rde r, co ld-b looded 
m urder, look  lik e  a h u m a n ita ria n  
p ro ject. A l l  these thousands o f 
b lack  people dy ing , bu tchered, and 
you  have no compassion in  y o u r 
hearts w hatsoever fo r  them , be­
cause the  v ic t im  has been made to 
look  lik e  he’s th e  c r im in a l and the 
c r im in a l has been m ade to  look 
lik e  he’s the  v ic t im . : ,

N E X T  W E E K : The Press and 
the Congo
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SPEECH BY CHARLES SIMS

The Bogalusa Deacons
The fo llo w in g  is the te x t o f a 

speech de live red  by Charles S im s, 
P res iden t o f the Bogalusa C hapter 
o f the Deacons fo r  Defense and 
Justice , a t a m eeting  o f the New  
Y o rk  M il i ta n t  La b o r F o rum  on 
Dec. 17.

So you w o n ’t  be d isappointed, 
I ’l l  te l l  you in  fro n t, I ’m  no t a 
speaker, I ’m  a fig h te r.

A t  th is  t im e  I  w o u ld  lik e  to  t ip  
m y  ha t —  even though I ’m  no t 
w e a rin g  one —  to M r. N ixon . [E. 
D. N ixon , leader o f the  M on tgom ­
e ry  bus boycott, was in  the  a u d i­
ence] .

I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  te l l  you w h y  and 
w hen the  Deacons w ere  organized, 
w h a t ro le  w e had to  p lay, w h a t 
ro le  w e in te n d  to p lay , and how 
long. A f te r  tha t, I ’m  open to an­
sw er any question th a t you have. 
I ’ l l  answ er the  ones I  th in k  have 
any be a ring  on the  o rgan iza tion .

In  Jan ua ry  —  Jan ua ry  28, 1965 
— the people o f Bogalusa, a l i t t le  
to w n  r ig h t  on the  state lin e  o f 
M ississipp i, the  s trongho ld  o f the 
K u  K lu x  K la n , decided to test the 
C iv i l  R ights A c t in  p u b lic  accom­
m odations.

In  do ing  so, the  U nc le  Tom  lead­
ers and the c ity  o ff ic ia ls  decided 
to  g ive them  a good day o f testing. 
A l l  the  cam eram en fro m  a ll the 
T V  stations w e re  in  Bogalusa, and 
w e had a peacefu l day o f testing  
so th a t the y  cou ld  go back to  the 
o ld  w ay o f l i fe  th a t th e y ’re  used 
to.

A m ong these people w ere  a few  
■yvho did. no t lik e  the  idea. B u t 
w e  d id n ’t  even k ic k  about it .  We 
le t them  do th e ir  day o f testing. 
A n d  the  n e x t day w e w e n t and 
tested e v e ry th in g  they  had tested' 
the  day be fore  and we w ere 
refused eve ryw here  they  w ere 
served.

Asked To Leave
O u r U nc le  Tom  leaders decided 

a t th is  t im e  to  ask CO RE to  leave. 
The  leader o f the  o rgan iza tion  
kn o w n  as the  Bogalusa Voters 
League was also superin tenden t o f 
ah  insurance com pany th a t I  was 
w o rk in g  fo r. A n d  I  to ld  h im : I f  
you  ask CO RE out, w e ’re  go ing to 
<tsk you  out.
' H e  d id n ’t  be lieve  me. They 

asked CO RE out. T h a t n ig h t we 
got r id  o f a l l the  leaders th a t we 
had, reorganized th e  people and 
asked CO RE back.

T w o  days la te r, w e  had tw o  
c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rke rs  in  Bogalusa, 
S teve M il le r ,  a 19 -yea r-o ld  w h ite  
you th  fro m  C a lifo rn ia , and an e x ­
college professor, W ill ia m  Yates 
fro m  Boston, Mass.

These m en w e re  attacked b y  s ix  
K lansm en, b a d ly  beaten. T h a t 
n ig h t w e  had a strange experience. 
T he  ch ie f o f po lice  and the  assist­
a n t ch ie f and th e  ch ie f depu ty 
w e n t to  the  v ice  p res iden t’s hom e 
and to ld  h im  to  p u t these people 
[th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rk e rs ] o u t be­
cause a m ob was fo rm in g  to come 
and take  them .

T he v ice  p res iden t o f the  Boga­
lusa V ote rs League, w ho is also a 
m em ber o f the  Deacons, asked fo r  
po lice  p ro te c tion  and the  ch ie f to ld  
h im , “ W e can’t  g ive  you any.”

Charles Sims

W ell, I got sick. I  acted lik e  i t  
was m y  house. I  said, “ A lr ig h t,  
ch ie f, you ’ve been a good dog. Y ou 
b ro u g h t a bone, take one back. 
Go back and te ll them , come take 
these men. W e’re go ing to p ile  
them  up lik e  cross sides.”

We called a group o f men to ­
ge ther th a t n ig h t and w e guarded 
these people a ll n ig h t, because we 
d id  no t w a n t a P h ilade lph ia , Miss., 
in  Bogalusa.

T he  n e x t day w e had a m eeting. 
W e found  ou t th a t w e  d id  no t have 
po lice  p ro te c tion  fo r  the  Negro 
people in  Bogalusa, th a t the  po lice  
w ere  “ fo r  w h ite  o n ly .”

W e found  o u t th a t the  K u  K lu x  
K la n  had pene tra ted the  po lice 
departm ent. The prosecu ting  a t­
to rne y  is a m em ber o f 'th e  K u  
K lu x  K la n .

W e decided to organize an o r ­
gan iza tion  to p ro tec t the  Negro 
people and the  c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rk ­
ers in  th a t area. W e organized an 
o rgan iza tion  and named i t  the 
Deacons. B u t th a t w asn’t  good 
enough. W e had to b u ild  an o r­
gan iza tion  n o t o n ly  fo r  the  people 
in  Bogalusa to respect, b u t to  gain 
respect fro m  people a l l ove r the 
w o rld .

We had to le t  th e  pow e r s truc ­
tu re , w h ich  was be ing bossed by 
the  K u  K lu x  K la n , kn o w  th a t a 
b rand  new  Negro was bo rn— one 
th a t w o u ld  no t stand to be pushed 
around fo r  a hund red  years l ik e  
he had pushed o u r forebears.

W e d id n ’ t  ask them  to  do any­
th in g  th a t the  la w  o f the  land  said 
they shou ldn ’t  do. W e o n ly  asked 
fo r  the  th ings  th a t w ere  r ig h t fu l ly  
ours.

W e w anted  the  r ig h t  to  dem on­
strate. W e w anted  the  r ig h t  to
p icket. W e w anted the r ig h t  to
m arch. W e w anted the  r ig h t  to
le t anyone come in to  o u r ne igh ­
borhood, liv e  in  o u r houses, i f  we 
saw f i t  fo r  them  to stay there, 
regardless o f th e ir  co lor. These 
th ings w e demand.

L a te r on, in  M arch , w e had a

N O  M O R E  O F T H IS . A ndrew  Goodman, James Chaney and M i­
chael Schwerner, the three m artyred  c iv il rights workers m urdered  
in  Philadelphia, Miss. Deaeons fo r Defense are determ ined to pre­
vent new Philadelphias.

carload o f men w ho decided to 
test the pow er and the w its  o f the  
Deacons. They d id n ’t  be lieve  th a t 
w e m eant business.

A t  th is  tim e  w e had e igh t w h ite  
g ir ls  fro m  the U n iv e rs ity  of 
Kansas, and fo u r  m en w o rk in g  in 
the  Bogalusa area. In  the South, 
w hen a w h ite  person tr ie s  to  he lp  
the  u n d e rp riv ile g e d  colored, they 
c a ll them  “ w h ite  trash .”

So these men decided they w ere  
go ing o u t tra s h -h a u lin g  th a t n igh t. 
B u t th e y  d id n ’t  k n o w  th a t w e  had 
sw orn  to stop them  fro m  ha u lin g  
trash.

They rode and w e fo llow ed . 
T hey  f ire d  tw o  rounds in to  the 
p res iden t’s home. W e fire d  50. W e 
le t h im  kn o w  th a t w e  w o u ld  no t 
be pushed around anym ore.

W e le t h im  kn o w  th a t eve ry ­
w here  the  c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rkers  
w ent, he m ig h t no t see them , he 
m ig h t no t kn o w  w ho the Deacons 
m ig h t be, b u t som ewhere close to 
h im  w e w ere  there.

W e m eant th a t w e w o u ld  no t 
lose people in  Bogalusa lik e  we 
los t in  A labam a. W e m eant th a t 
w e w ere  n o t go ing to  le t  them  te ll 
us w h o  to le t come in to  o u r 
homes, th a t w e ow n; w ho we 
should w a lk  the  s tree t w ith , th a t 
w e pay taxes fo r.

So w e  had a peaceful dem on­
s tra tion . As a m a tte r o f fa c t i t  
was a m arch. A b o u t 500, m aybe 
more, bystanders started  heck ling  
the  people in  the  m arch, and le t 
a young g ir l get h u rt, a w h ite  
nurse.

D river Attacked
W e ll anyw ay, o u r car th a t was 

t ra il in g  the  m arch, the y  w ere  t r y ­
in g  to  p u t the  g i r l  in  i t  and the 
d r iv e r  was attacked. N ow  th is  m an 
s t i l l  doesn’t  be lieve th a t w e  mean 
business. W hen he attacked the 
d r iv e r, the  m an r id in g  w ith  the 
d r iv e r  tr ie d  to  kno ck  h im  loose.

T hen the m an had to recognize 
one th in g . H e  e ith e r had to  le t 
loose o r be dead. A n d  I  can te ll 
you one th in g . T h is  m an is no t 
dead, th is  m an is v e ry  m uch a live .

T he  K u  K lu x  K la n  he ld  a ra l ly  
in  the  c ity  o f Bogalusa. T h is  ra l ly  
was he ld  on the  M a yo r’s p rope rty . 
T he  n e x t day, the  v ice  pres ident 
and m yse lf w e n t and v is ite d  the 
m ayor. H e  denied he ow ned the 
la nd  th a t w e  kn o w  he does. So w e 
ju s t to ld  h im : T he  com m issioners 
have o ffe re d  a $500 re w a rd  fo r  
anyone caught w e a rin g  a hood. 
T he n e x t t im e  the K u  K lu x  K la n  
has a r a l ly  in  the  c ity  o f Bogalusa 
and the m an w ho s trikes  the 
m atch  to  l ig h t  the  f la m in g  cross 
— you can s ta rt pay ing  o ff. W e’re  
go ing  to  k i l l  h im .

No M ore Rallies
W e m eant th a t we w e re  n o t go­

in g  to  have any m ore ra llie s  he ld  
in  the  c ity  l im its  o f Bogalusa b y  
the  K u  K lu x  K la n . W e’re  n o t go­
in g  to  a llo w  the  K u  K lu x  K la n , or 
no o th e r hoodlum s, to  r id e  th rough  
the Negro ne ighborhood, w h ip  
people w hen the y  get ready, do 
a n y th in g  th a t they  w ant. W e’re 
n o t go ing to  have tha t. W hen the 
sun fa lls  in  the  west, he be tte r 
be r id in g  because he doesn’t  have 
any business in  o u r ne ighborhood.

I  can t r u th fu l ly  say today th a t 
w e  are able to  go dow n tow n , and 
p icke t do w n to w n  m erchan ts. W e 
are ab le  to  have m arches in  Boga­
lusa w here  w e don’t  have to  have 
350 state policem en, p lus  the  sher­
i f f ’s departm ent, p lus the  c ity  
po lice  departm ent. W e can m arch 
w ith o u t them.

W e can m arch w ith o u t them  be­
cause somewhere, m aybe in  the 
m arch, m aybe on the corner, b u t 
som ewhere, they kn o w  th a t the 
Deacons can be found.

They also kn o w  th a t w e have a 
group o f dedicated m en— m en w ho 
have dedicated th e ir  lives  to  the 
r ig h ts  o f the  people in  th a t com ­
m u n ity ’.

Now , i t  is ha rd  to be a Deacon. 
I t ’s v e ry  hard. A  • lo t  o f people 
w a n t to  say th a t the  Deacons are 
ju s t the  opposite o f th e  K u  K lu x

K la n . W e ll, m aybe so. B u t I  don ’t  
th in k  so. The Deacons are a bunch 
o f people, c itizens in  the  c ity  o f 
Bogalusa, th a t have made up th e ir  
m inds to  p ro te c t th e ir  fam ilies , 
th e ir  p ro pe rty , and th e ir  people 
a t a l l costs.

To be a Deacon, you cannot f ire  
on a m an unless yo u ’ve  been a t­
tacked. A nd  th a t’s a ha rd  jo b — to 
w a it  fo r  someone to  a tta ck  you 
be fore you can f ig h t  back. T h a t’s 
the  ru le  o f o u r o rgan iza tion  and 
w e do n o t have any tro u b le  w ith  
the  people ab id in g  b y  the  ru les, 
because the y  kn o w  w h a t w e  are 
f ig h t in g  fo r.

I  have been asked, how  do you 
keep d isc ip lin e  in  the  organ iza­
tion? I t  is easy to  have d isc ip lin e  
in  an o rgan iza tion  w hen you  have 
a bunch  o f dedicated m en w ho 
kn o w  w h a t th e y ’re  f ig h t in g  fo r  
and be lieve in  w h a t th e y ’re  f ig h t ­
in g  fo r.

Every Means
Y ou  do no t have to  preach to  

the  men. A  m an w ho w ants  to 
be free  w i l l  ta ke  eve ry  necessary 
means possib le in  o rd e r to  achieve 
his freedom .

W hen I  speak o f the  w o rd  Dea­
con, i t  makes me fee l good a ll 
over. I t  makes me fee l good to  
kn o w  th a t I  am p a r t o f an o r ­
gan iza tion  th a t w ants to  stand up 
and be counted as men.

T h a t rem inds me o f a l i t t le  
s to ry— w e ll, n o t a s to ry  re a lly —  
a chap te r th a t I  read in  the book 
o f D an ie l abou t th ree  men. The 
Pharaoh took these m en in  and 
gave them  a l l the  riches in  the 
w o rld . W hen he tho ugh t the  tim e  
was r ig h t  he ca lled them  o u t o f 
the  m u ltitu d e  and he b le w  a ho rn  
fo r  them  to  w o rsh ip  h is  god. These 
th ree  m en w o u ld n ’ t  bow  down. 
They w o u ld  n o t bow  dow n be­
cause they  d id  n o t be lieve in  w o r­
sh ipp ing  his gods. The  same w ay 
th a t w e do no t be lieve  in  w h ite  
suprem acy.

S till Refused
T hey ca rried  them  back, f ig u re d  

they d id n ’t  keep them  long  enough, 
b ro ug h t them  o u t again. T hey  s t i l l  
refused. A f te r  the y  refused the 
second tim e, they  threatened them  
w ith  the  pun ishm en t o f f ire .  T h a t 
d id n ’t  m ake any d iffe re nce  be­
cause they had made up th e ir  
m inds. T hey  had made up th e ir  
m inds no t to w o rsh ip  any o ther 
gods, ju s t lik e  the  Deacons have 
made up th e ir  m inds to  le t no 
one push them  around. T hey  w ere 
placed in  the  fu rna ce  o f f ire .  I  
have been in  the  fu rnace  o f f ir e  
a ll m y  n a tu ra l life ,  t r y in g  to liv e  
in  the  South.

W hen the  pum ps w h ipped  heat

in to  fla m e  instead o f seeing the 
m en b u rn  up a live , the y  w ere  
shouting  and ha v in g  a good tim e.

W hen the  w h ite  m an in  tjtie 
South sees the  Deacons w a lk in g  
up and dow n the  streets laugh ing , 
w o rk in g , s tay ing  up  b y  day, w o rk ­
in g  by  n ig h t and no one com ­
pla ins— i t  w o rries  them . H e sees 
the  fa c t th a t w e are h a v in g  a good 
tim e. A n d  I  w a n t you  to  k ijo w  
th a t w e are ha v in g  a good tim e .

I  fo u g h t in  W o rld  W a r I I ,  f p f  
m y cou n try , against people I  kne»r 
n o th in g  about. N ow  I  am  fig h t in g  
fo r  m y  r ig h ts  as a m an in  j f f f  
hom e to w n  against people I  haye 
kn o w n  a ll m y  life .

H o w  long  w i l l  w e  fig h t?  T h a t’s 
hard  to  say. B u t th is , lad ies and 
gentlem en, I ’l l  leave you  w ith :  W e 
w i l l  f ig h t  ju s t  as lo ng  as is  neces­
sary.

E ve ry  t im e  w e get a leader 
som eth ing happens to  h im . So 
w e ’l l  change tha t. W henever the y  
k i l l  o u r leader, the y  set us back 
ten, tw e n ty  m ore years. Weill, k i l l ­
in g  o u r leader today, you  haven’t  
done a n y th in g  b u t erase one mqp. 
We can rep lace h im  w ith  tw o  o f  
three. W e’re  tra in in g  o u r peoplp 
no w  to  stand up  and be counted 
lik e  th e  th ree  m en I  was speak­
in g  abou t in  the  furnacie o f f ire . 
A n d  th a t was Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego.

The First 10 Years Of 
American Communism
Report o f a Participant

By James P. Cannon

The author It a founder o f American 
Trotskyism. and the only living fop  
leader of the early yean o f the U.S. 
Communist Party who hat not re­
pudiated communism.

The book contain*:
Sketches of Foster, Ruthenberg, 

Browder, Lovestone end others, as 
well as of leading figures in the 
Communist International.

Essays on the Industrial Workers 
of the W orld, Eugene V. Debs and 
the socialist movement of his time, 
and the effect of the Russian Rev­
olution on the U.S. Negro struggle.

$3 (R e g . $ 6 )

O rder through:

Pioneer Publishers
5 E. Third St„ New York, N . Y. 10003 

_____

P O L IC E  R O LE. Mississippi cop drags o ff c iv il rights demonstra­
tors. Deacons for Defense and Justice have grown in  South w ith  
the realization that rights fighters need th e ir ow n  protection.
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Wildcat: Indomitable Freedom Fighter
By George Lavan

A n y  il lu s io n  in  1837 th a t the 
U.S. a rm y ’s treacherous cap tu re  o f 
Osceola, th e  ou ts tand ing  Sem inole 
ch ie f, w o u ld  end the b it te r  w a r 
in  F lo r id a  was q u ic k ly  d ispelled. 
T he  Ind ian s  and th e ir  b la ck  a llies  
— v a rio u s ly  ca lled “ m aroons,”
“ ex iles  o f F lo r id a ”  o r “ Sem inole 
Negroes” — continued the s trugg le  
and produced m any leaders, red 
and b lack, as rem a rkab le  as Os­
ceola.

T he  m ost no tab le  o f these was 
Coacoochee o r  W ild ca t, as he was 
ca lled  in  the  newspapers o f the  
day. L ik e  Osceola he was' a w a r­
r io r  w ho  had risen to  a leade r­
sh ip  p o s itio n  because o f h is  m i l i ­
ta n cy  w h ic h  resu lted  fro m  his 
close ties w ith  the  tr ib e ’s Negro 
m em bers and a llies. S ince the  U.S. 
procedures fo r  rem o v ing  the  Sem i- 
no les to  w h a t is now  O klahom a 
a llow ed  slaveowners to  c la im  the  
S em ino le Negroes as th e ir  escaped 
slaves o r descendants o f th e ir  es­
caped slaves, W ild c a t b it te r ly  op­
posed rem ova l to  the  West.

A lo n g  w ith  Osceola, W ild c a t had 
been tr ic k e d  in to  approach ing a 
U.S. fo r t  un de r a f la g  o f tru ce  fo r  
peace ta lks . T he  ch ie fs and th e ir  
m en had then  been seized and im ­
prisoned  in  an o ld  Spanish fo r t  
in  S a in t A ugustine . T he  dungeon 
in  w h ic h  W ild c a t and his m en 
w e re  incarce ra ted  happened to 
have  a sm a ll a ir  ho le  near the  
ce ilin g . B y  rem a rkab le  feats o f 
gym nastics the  In d ia n  prisoners 
w e re  ab le to  reach the ho le  and 
c o n firm  W ild c a t’s guess th a t a 
m an cou ld  get h is head th rou gh  
it .  T hey  then ca lcu la ted w hen the 
n e x t moonless n ig h t w o u ld  occur 
and la id  th e ir  plans. B y  fas ting  
and dosing them selves w ith  herb  
m ed ic ine  the y  made themselves as 
th in  as possible and on the  a w a it­
ed n ig h t, a fte r  the  guard a t the  
dungeon f lo o r  had fa lle n  asleep, 
the y  m ade a sensational escape.

r f y  ' j  . i i . . .  i
Lacked Resources

B u t though  W ild c a t and the 
leaders o f the  o th e r Sem inole 
bands, bo th  red  and b lack, c a r­
r ie d  on  the  f ig h t  w ith  renewed 
fe ro c ity , the y  lacked adequate re ­
sources fo r  a ,susta ined w a r. They 
n o t o n ly  had to .yfighfci'.a • weUr, 
equipped and num erica lly , superio r, 
foe, b u t a t the  same tia»€i:: h a d 1 to 
fa rm  to  feed th e ic  fam ilies . hThey 
w e re  fo rced  to n  abandon th e ir  
t i l le d  fie ld s  and re t ire  deeper and 
deeper in to  forests and ■ swamps. 
B u t even the re  th e ir  new,i v illages  
w e re  o ften  found  and the crops 
destroyed b y  U.S. troops.

The  U.S. a rm y, m oreover, had 
the  a id  o f the F lo r id a  m il it ia  and 
C reek Ind ian , m ercenaries. I t  even 
im p o rte d  “ specia l' -,.J)Jp<}dhqjjnds 
(w ith  th e ir  hand ip rs j), ,|ronv. .Cuba 
to  tra c k  the e lus ive  S e m in o l es.

S ince f ig h t in g  v dangerous 
w o rk , the  F lo r id a  vo lun teers  and 
the  C reek m ercenaries came to 
specia lize in  seeking out the  h id ­
in g  places o f the w om en and c h il­
d ren. T h is  was n o t o n ly  less dan-

W ildcat

gerous b u t m ore re w a rd in g  since 
the  governm ent pa id  a bo un ty  fo r  
each cap tive  and since b la ck  cap­
tives cou ld o ften  be tu rn e d  over 
to slave trade rs  fo r  a handsome 
p ro fit.

D irty  W ar
The a rm y  o ffice rs  in  the  fie ld , 

w earied  by  the  long, dangerous, 
d ir ty  w a r, f in a lly  rea lized th a t 
the  Ind ians  cou ld no t be shaken 
in  th e ir  f id e li ty  to th e ir  b lack 
b ro thers  and th a t o n ly  b y  sending 
a l l captives, red o r b lack, safe ly 
to  O klahom a, could those s t i l l  
f ig h t in g  in  F lo r id a  be induced to 
em igrate . So segregation o f p r is ­
oners by  co lor, w h ich  had fa c il i­
ta ted cla im s b y  slaveowners, was 
ended; a rm y  records re la tin g  to 
the  prisoners ceased to  note co lo r 
d is tinc tio ns ; and c iv ilia n s  were 
refused the  r ig h t  to inspect the 
captives. B u t th is  po licy , b ro ug h t 
fo r th  by  m il ita ry  necessity, m et 
opposition  fro m  the governm ent in  
W ash ing ton , w h ic h  was dom inated 
b y  the s lavocracy, and fro m  the 
rapacious slave traders.

The saga o f L ie u te n a n t Jona­
tha n  G. Reyno lds’ convoy o f 484 
prisoners to  the In d ia n  T e rr ito ry , 
though  i t  . had a happy ending, is 
a good exam ple. Jus t p r io r  to 
le a v in g  N ew  Orleans, 31 Sem inole 
Negroes am ong the  em igran ts w ere  
de iy ianded, by  the  s h e r if f  on the  
basis o f c la im s b ro u g h t b y  s lave­
owners. Though a rm y  o ffice rs  
ob jected, a Lou is iana  co u rt o ve r­
ru led  them  and the 31 w ere  taken 
in to  the  s h e r if f ’s custody. The u n ­
arm ed Seminoles ob jected m ig h t­
i ly  b u t w ere  f in a lly  p reva iled  
upon to  board the  r iv e r  boat cha r­
te re d ‘to take them  to O klahom a.

A  fe w  days la te r C o llin s , a slave 
tra d e r ’s agent, a rr iv e d  fro m  W ash­
in g ton  w ith  an o rd e r fro m  the 
U.S. C om m issioner o f In d ia n  A f ­
fa irs  fo r  the seizure o f 90 Sem inole

Negroes. T h is  o rder was the re ­
s u lt o f a c o rru p t deal cooked up 
in  the o ffice  o f the Secre tary o f 
W ar. T h a t o ffic e  pre tended to ac­
cept as v a lid  the  c la im  o f ce rta in  
Creek Ind ians  th a t they had no t 
been compensated fo r  the  cap ture  
o f 90 Negroes in  F lo r id a  and th a t 
the re fo re  these Negroes w ere  th e ir  
p ro p e rty  as w a r booty. T he  p ro ­
s lave ry  o ff ic ia ls  in  W ashington 
had then  arranged fo r  a slave 
tra d e r to purchase the  Creeks’ 
c la im  fo r  $15,000 (though  the  
m a rke t va lue o f 90 slaves was a t 
least $60,000) and fo r  the Com ­
m issioner o f In d ia n  A ffa irs  to en­
dorse the  slave tra d e r ’s t i t le  to the 
90 prisoners o f w ar.

Backed Down

C o llins  set ou t a fte r  the boat 
c a rry in g  the  Sem inoles and ove r­
too k  i t  a t V icksb u rg . L ieu te n a n t 
Reynolds acknow ledged the  v a lid ­
i t y  o f the  papers he presented b u t 
the  Sem inoles became so fu rio u s  
w hen he dem anded th a t th e ir  
b la ck  b ro th e rs  be taken  fro m  them  
th a t the  lie u te n a n t re fra in e d  fro m  
fo rc in g  a showdown. The boat 
con tinued u p  the  M ississipp i and 
A rkansas R ivers  w ith  C o llin s  de­
m and ing  action and Reynolds 
s ta lling . F in a lly  a t L i t t le  Rock 
C o llins  dem anded th a t the  gov­
e rn o r sup p ly  m il i ta r y  force su f­
f ic ie n t to  rem ove the Sem inole 
Negroes fro m  the  boat.

Though A rkansas was a slave 
state, G ov. Roane refused and 
ordered the  boat to proceed u p ­
r iv e r  a t once to safeguard L i t t le  
Rock fro m  “ a hostile  band of 
Ind ian s  and savage Negroes.”

Thus Reynolds was ab le to de­
liv e r  his convoy to the  In d ia n  te r ­
r ito ry . Subsequently, he was able 
to send the  31 detained b y  the 
s h e r if f  in  N ew  O rleans to  jo in  
them . Though he and the o th e r o f­
fice rs  in v o lv e d  stuck scrupu lously  
w ith in  the  la w  and a rm y  regu la ­
tions, the  w a r depa rtm ent was 
fu r io u s  and rep rim anded h im .

As the  w a r w o re  on in  F lo rida , 
the  Seminoles w ere  reduced in  
num ber b y  a ttr it io n . Sometimes 
w hen a band ’s w om en and c h il­
d ren  had been captured, the w a r­
rio rs  w o u ld  surrender fo r  em ig ra ­
tio n  in  o rd e r to  be reun ited  w ith  
th e ir  fam ilies . W ild c a t and his 
band o f several hund red  had re ­
tire d  in to  the depth  o f Okefenokee 
S w am p fro m  w h ich  they sallied 
ou t in to  nearby regions o f G eorg ia 
and F lo rida . F in a lly , U.S. forces 
had the  lu c k  to cap ture his- 12- 
yea r-o ld  daughter.

G eneral W orth , the top com ­
m ander, sent an In d ia n  f r ie n d ly  
to W ild c a t w ith  a f la g  o f tru ce  and 
an o ffe r  fo r  h im  to see h is  ch ild  
i f  he w o u ld  come in  fo r  peace 
ta lks . Soon th e re a fte r W ild c a t and 
a g roup  o f fo llow e rs  came in  u n ­
der a w h ite  flag . A f te r  fo u r  days 
o f peace ta lks  and prom ises by  
Gen. W o rth  th a t b la ck  Seminoles 
w o u ld  be sa fe ly  convoyed to  O k ­
lahom a, W ild c a t agreed to a truce  
fo r  h is band. B u t he ins is ted th a t 
cessation o f h o s tilit ie s  b y  a l l the 
bands could no t be decided upon 
u n t i l  the  tr ib e ’s annua l conclave 
at the  Green C orn  F es tiva l w h ich  
was s t i l l  some fo u r  m onths o ff. 
W ild c a t and his band w ere  gu a r­
anteed safeconducts fo r  th e . in te r ­
ven ing  period.

W ildcat Seized

B u t a m on th  and a h a lf  la te r 
w hen he and some fo llow e rs  en­
tered F o r t  Pearce, they were 
seized, chained and shipped to 
N ew  Orleans. W hen Gen. W orth  
heard  o f th is  v io la tio n  o f his w o rd  
o f honor, he ordered them  brough t 
back to Tam pa. W hen the  sh ip  a r­
r iv e d  he w e n t aboard and had the- 
chained captives b ro ug h t on deck. 
There  he shook hands w ith  W ild ­
cat, assured h im  o f h is  fr ie n d s h ip  
and m ade the  fo llo w in g  “ p ropos i­
t io n .”  W ild c a t should choose f iv e  
fo llo w e rs  as messengers to  seek 
ou t h is band and in fo rm  i t  th a t 
unless a ll its  m em bers a rr iv e d  in

Tam pa w ith in  40 days he and his 
fo llow e rs  w o u ld  be hanged.

A f te r  protests ove r the w rongs 
to  h is people and the  pe cu lia r 
sense o f “ honor”  o f the  w h ite  
man, W ild c a t gave in . H e  chose 
f iv e  messengers, th e ir  shackles 
w ere  rem oved and the y  w e re  sent 
o ff. T he  ch ie f and h is fe llo w  p r is ­
oners, s t i l l  in  chains, w ere  sent 
back be low  deck. In  less than  30 
days a l l o f W ild c a t’s band had 
a rr iv e d  and h is  shackles w ere  re ­
m oved so th a t he cou ld  address 
them .

N ow  accepting the  in e v ita b il ity  
o f rem ova l to  the  W est,' he even 
w e n t as an em issary to  o th e r 
bands and persuaded them  to  jo in  
the em ig ra tion . A l l  to ld  some 300. 
surrendered. W o rth  liv e d  up to  
h is  prom ise and a ll w e re  shipped 
o u t toge ther and reached the  In ­
d ian  T e rr ito ry  safe ly . T here  w ere  
subsequent surrenders and in  Feb­
ru a ry  1843 ano the r 350 w ere  sh ip­
ped ou t o f Tam pa.

In  J u ly  the  band o f Halec T us- 
tenegee, the  la s t im p o rta n t h o ld ­
out, surrendered. On Aug. 14, 1843 
G enera l W o rth  declared th a t hos­
t i l i t ie s  in  F lo r id a  had ceased. The 
fe w  Sem inoles, in c lu d in g  a hand­
fu l o f blacks, s t i l l  a t la rge  w ere  
no t w o rth  the  tro u b le  o f pu rsu it.

Abraham

M ost o f them  m erged w ith  a few  
iso la ted bands in  the  fa r  southern 
p a r t o f the  state— the  so-ca lled 
“ Spanish Ind ia n s ”  —  w ho had 
p layed  l i t t le  ro le  in  the w a r and 
whose descendants s t i l l  liv e  in  
F lo r id a  today.

The m a in  obect o f the e igh t- 
yea r w a r had been to enslave the 
free  Negroes in te rm a rr ie d  w ith  
and a llie d  to the Seminoles. The 
U.S. governm ent had succeeded in  
sending some 500 o f these in to  
s lavery . Thus fo r  each b lack  en­
slaved the cost had been tw o  o r 
th ree  w h ite  lives  and some $80,000 
fro m  the U.S. treasury.

M ore T ria ls

B u t the  tr ia ls  o f the Seminoles 
and th e ir  b lack  a llie s  w e re  s t i l l  
no t over. In  the  In d ia n  T e rr ito ry  
they  found  th a t the  land p ro m ­
ised them  was no t fo rthcom ing . 
Instead the y  w ere  in fo rm ed  th a t 
they w ere  p a rt o f the C reek C on­
federacy and m ust se ttle  on Creek 
lands and be sub ject to  C reek law s 
and o ffic ia ls . S ince the  Creeks 
w ere  no t o n ly  th e ir  m o rta l ene­
m ies b u t also s laveowners, su b m it­
t in g  to th e ir  ju r is d ic tio n  w o u ld  
have been tan ta m oun t to d e liv ­
e ring  th e ir  b lack  b ro thers  back 
in to  s lavery. They refused to set­
t le  on C reek lands.

F in a lly  the  Cherokees, w ho had 
g u ilty  consciences because they 
had been used as dupes to  t r ic k  
Osceola and W ild c a t in to  c a p tiv ­
ity ,  a llow ed  them  to  se ttle  tem po r­
a r i ly  on Cherokee lands. A f te r  a 
nu m be r o f years the y  had to  leave 
and th e y  settled on C reek land  
b u t asserted th e ir  r ig h t  to  self 
governm ent.

B u t the  s igh t o f Negroes among 
the  Sem inoles l iv in g  in  freedom  
and gove rn ing  th e ir  ow n v illages 
gave dangerous thoughts to  the  
Creek slaves. M oreover, the ever-. 
greedy slave trade rs  w ith  o ffe rs  
o f ready cash egged the  C reeks

on to seize the Sem inole Negroes. 
In  1849 the Creeks staged a sud­
den ra id  on the  Sem ino le Negro 
v illages. They w ere  d r iv e n  o f f  
b u t they seized some 70 to  100 
persons. T hough the Sem inoles go t 
a w r i t  o f habeas corpus, a fed e ra l 
judge  uphe ld  the Creeks and the 
captives w ere  h u rr ie d  aboard a 
w a it in g  steam boat and dow n the 
r iv e r  to  the slave m arke ts  o f N ew  
Orleans.

Council M et
A t  th is  p o in t the Sem inole N e­

groes he ld  a cou nc il and, under 
the  leadersh ip  o f A b ra ha m , th e ir  
w isest s tra teg is t, and Lou is  Pache­
co, th e  gu ide w h o  had le d  M a jo r  
Dade’s ba tta lio n  in to  the  disastrous 
am bush a t the  G rea t W ahoo 
Swam p, decided th a t they  w o u ld  
never be safe as long as th e y  were 
in  the U . S. S ince the  nearest free  
co u n try  was M exico , i t  was de­
cided to  go there. W h ile  some o f 
the  b lacks m a rr ie d  to  Ind ian s  and 
liv in g  in  In d ia n  v illag es  chose to  
rem a in , m ost o f those l iv in g  in  
b lack  v illages  chose to  f lee  to 
M exico . W ild c a t and a p ro te c tive  
p a rty  o f Sem inole w a rr io rs  w e n t 
a long as a p ro te c tive  re in fo rc e ­
m ent.

T hey  slipped aw ay in  the dead 
o f n ig h t. T h e ir  few  ponies ca rried  
th e ir  belongings, the  in f i r m  and 
ch ild re n , w h ile  the men, c a rry in g  
no th in g  b u t weapons and am m u n i­
tio n  and ready fo r  in s ta n t action, 
w a lked  alongside. T h e ir  de pa rtu re  
was discovered by  the Cr&e'fis on 
the th ir d  day and a w a r p a r ty  
was sent in  p u rsu it. B u t W ild c a t 
and A b ra ha m  w ere no t to  be ta k ­
en b y  surp rise  and the a ttackers 
w ere  d r iv e n  o f f  w ith  heavy 
losses.

W ild c a t succeeded in  m ak ing  a 
tre a ty  w ith  the K ickapoos w h o  
in ha b ited  W est Texas and”  the  
h a rd y  band o f freedom -seekers 
were ab le to pass th ro u g h  th e ir  
te r r ito ry  unm olested. They f in a lly  
reached the R io  G rande, w h ic h  
they crossed secre tly  a t n ig h t, and 
con tinued on to  the  v ic in ity  o f 
Santa Rosa de M uzqu iz  in  the 
state o f Coahuila. T he  M ex ican  
governm ent gave them  a g ra n t o f 
land  the re  and they settled dow n 
to fa rm in g  and stock-ra is ing .

W ildcat Back

In  the  sum m er o f 1852 there 
was g rea t exc item en t in  the  In ­
dian T e r r ito ry  w hen i t  was le a rn ­
ed th a t W ild c a t had reappeared 
there. The m ounted po lice  M a in ­
ta ined  by  the Creeks was ordered 
ou t to f in d  and a rres t h im . B u t 
he le f t  secre tly, lead ing a band 
o f Sem ino le Negroes, ru n a w a y  
Creek slaves and some fu g it iv e  
slaves fro m  A rkansas, W ild c a t 
successfully led them  to  the new  
hom e in  M exico.

S la ve -h u n tin g  w h ite  Texans 
made several ra ids  across the b o r­
der against the free  b lacks in  
Santa Rosa b u t succeeded in  cap­
tu r in g  o n ly  one l i t t le  g ir l.  The 
casualties they su ffe red  d iscou r­
aged fu r th e r  raids.

W ild c a t and A b ra h a m  are said 
to have died o f sm a llpox  in  M e x ­
ico in  1856.

Descendants o f the Sem inole 
Negroes s t i l l  l iv e  near Santa Rosa 
bu t fo r  the  m ost p a r t have be­
come M exican ized. A  su rve y  in  
1930 showed th a t o f 71 fa m ilie s  
the re  o n ly  20 s t i l l  spoke Eng lish. 
H ow ever, the descendants o f some 
others now  l iv e  in  Texas. In  1870 
the U. S. a rm y  secured perm ission 
fro m  the  M ex ican  governm ent to 
send a C apta in  P e rry  to  Santa 
Rosa to re c ru it  some o f the  men 
as Ind ia n  scouts since the y  w ere  
fam ous fo r  th e ir  tra c k in g  s k il l,  en­
durance and courage. T w e n ty - f iv e  
men agreed to  en lis t and d id  so 
a t Eagle Pass. They b ro u g h t th e ir  
fam ilies  w ith  them . These Sem ­
in o le  scouts became ju s t ly  fam ous 
in  the subsequent In d ia n  wars. In  
1914 th e  U . S. A rm y  Scouts w ere  
d is b a g ^ d  and m ost o f the dem o- 
b iiized"'S em ino le  scouts settled in  
B ra c k e tv ille , Texas.

Announcing the W inter 1966

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
SOC I A L I ST  REVI EW

•  Che Guevara on Socialism and Man

•  Vietnam and World Politics

•  Crisis in Rhodesia

Send 50 cents to 873 Broadway, N ew  Y ork , N . Y . 10003. Sub­
scription $1.50 per year.

f . .. • -  ■ «*». .
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J'Jwm Ow i HsuadsDiA 1
[T h is  co lum n is an open forum, 

fo r  a l l  v ie w po in ts  on subjects o f 
genera l in te res t to o u r readers. 
Please keep y o u r le tte rs  b rie f. 
W here necessary they  w i l l  be 
abridged . W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being  w ith h e ld  unless 
au th o riza tio n  is g iven  fo r  use.]

W ar W ith China?
New  Y o rk , N Y .

Y o u r w a rn in g  head line  Dec. 13, 
“ A re  Johnson and H is Generals 
A im in g  T ow a rd  W ar on Ch ina?” , 
was ve ry  m uch ca lled for'. No less 
an a u th o r ity  than the New Y o rk  
Tim es  has ra ised the same ques­
tion . The Tim es  saw f i t  to  p ro m i­
n e n tly  fea tu re  the fo llo w in g  head­
lin e  on its  Dec. 3 f ro n t  page: 
“ Some U.S. A ides See R isk  o f D i­
re c t C lash w ith  C h ina —  Fear 
T h a t A d m in is tra tio n  M ig h t E x ­
pand  C o n flic t by M isca lcu la tio n .”

Please note: A lth o u g h  the Tim es  
sa id  “ m isca lcu la tion ,”  s t i l l  i t  d ia  
p u t  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  such a con­
f l ic t  w ith  W ashington and cites 
h ig h  governm ent sources in  sup­
p o r t o f this.

The Tim es  s to ry  is w o rth  re ­
fle c t in g  on. H ere ’s w h a t W ashing­
ton correspondent M ax  F ra n ke l 
says: “ A s P res iden t Johnson and 
h is  closest advisers prepare fo r  
another m a jo r re v ie w  o f the w a r 
in  V ie tnam , concern is m o u n t-

Banking News —  The B ank o f 
A m erica  and Chase M anha ttan  
B an k  have asked the  South V ie t­
namese governm ent fo r  licenses to 
open branches in  Saigon. In  ad­
d it io n  to  do ing business w ith  the 
G Is there , the  banks are in te rested 
in  p o s t-w a r business. “ W e be lieve 
tha t w e ’re go ing to w in  th is  w a r,”  
said a Chase M anha ttan  spokes­
man. “ A fte rw a rd s , you ’ l l  have a 
m a jo r jo b  o f reconstruc tion  on 
yo u r hands. T h a t w i l l  take  fin a n c ­
in g  and fin a n c in g  means banks.”  
N o tin g  th a t B r it is h  and F rench 
in te rests  now  dom inate  the  V ie t­
namese b a n k in g  scene, he  com ­
m ented: “ I  th in k  the  governm ent 
here recognizes the  need fo r  
A m e rica n  banks. I t  w o u ld  be i l ­
lo g ica l to  p e rm it the  E ng lish  and 
the  F rench  to m onopolize the 
b a n k in g  business because South 
V ie tn a m ’s economy is becom ing 
m ore  and m ore U n ited  States o r­
ien ted .”

Post-Xmas Suggestion ( I )  —  In
case the la d y  o f the  house d id n ’t  
l ik e  he r g if t  and she is e ith e r the  
outdoors type o r s im p ly  lives  in  
aip ap a rtm en t w here  the  la nd lo rd  
doesn’t  send up enough heat at 
n ig h t, t r y  th is  one fo r  size. A  N o r­
w eg ian  b lue  fo x  s leeping bag. 
O n ly  $1,200.

Post-Xmas Suggestion ( I I )  —
N o w  th a t you ’ve  bought a ll k inds  
o f s illy , useless item s, here ’s a 
good p ra c tica l g i f t  fo r  a lm ost any 
m em ber o f the G rea t Society. A n  
“ A n ti- In v a s io n  o f P riv a c y  D evice.”  
A  prec is ion  engineered a n ti-b u g ­
g ing  device w h ich  the  m a n u fa c tu r­
e r says em its  a fla sh in g  w a rn in g  
lig h t  w hen any concealed tra n s ­
m itte r , etc., is ope ra ting  in  you r 
room  o r  o ffice . Each $195.

Sociology Dep’t —  On the  basis 
o f a c a re fu lly  conducted survey, 
a g roup  o f Chicago sociologists 
concluded th a t m any Am ericans 
are poor because they don’t  earn 
enough money.

Sexual Solution —  In  South 
A fr ic a  the  b lacks ou tnum b er the 
w h ites  ove rw h e lm in g ly . A n  o ff ic ia l 
in  the  V erw oe rd  reg im e urged 
w h ite  couples to ce lebrate South 
A fr ic a ’s f i f th  an n ive rsa ry  as a re ­
p u b lic  b y  ha v in g  babies.

M edical Note —  T h e  N e w  Y o rk  
Tim es  recently offered this des­
cription of a local hospitW for 
vagrants and indigents: “The So-

in g  am ong o ffic ia ls  be low  them  
th a t the U n ited  States and Com ­
m u n is t C h ina are headed fo r  a 
co llis ion  th a t n e ith e r o f them  
w ants.”

“ Some sub -C ab ine t o ff ic ia ls  and 
senior analysts have w arned th a t 
i f  the  p a tte rn  o f stepped-up w a r­
fa re  continues in  V ie tnam , the tw o  
na tions m ay be w ith in  m onths  of 
a d ire c t clash.”  I  emphasize th a t 
“ w ith in  m onths.”

W h a t the second-rank “ ana­
lys ts ”  are w o rr ie d  about, says 
F ranke l, is th a t the  Chinese m ig h t 
unexpected ly  in te rvene , as in  K o ­
rea. They re c a ll th a t th a t in te r ­
ven tion  caught U.S. in te lligence  
experts  b y  surprise. B u t F ra n k e l’s 
“ analysts”  also say th a t “ some o f 
the  evidence u n d e rly in g  th e ir  fo re ­
bod ing  rem a ins secret . . W hy  
secret? “ . . . Because i t  has been 
gathered secre tly ,”  is  the  lam e e x ­
p lana tion . W ha teve r th a t means.

F ra n k e l adds th a t in  view" o f 
the  u n ce rta in ty  o f P ek ing ’s reac­
tions “ and in  v ie w  o f an apparent 
de te rm in a tion  in  W ashington to 
con tinue  to  step u p  the  w a r, ana­
lys is  are u rg in g  the po licy -m a ke rs  
to  consider m ore c a re fu lly .”  Poor 
“ ana lysts!”  The “ p o licy -m a ke rs ”  
(Johnson and advisers) seem bent 
on a course o f expansion w h e the r 
i t  r is ks  w a r w ith  C h ina o r not. 
M aybe th a t’s because a w a r on 
China is w h a t they u lt im a te ly

c ie ty ’s she lte r looks som eth ing lik e  
a G ra n t W ood landscape —  a 
t in y , w h itew ashed b r ic k  house 
w ith  green wood t r im  . . . The 
w ards w ere  spotless, fluo rescen t 
l i t ,  a ir-cond itio ne d . T hey  a re  au­
to m a tic a lly  h u m id if ie d  and dehu­
m id if ie d  to a constant leve l. A n t i ­
ba c te ria l un its  hum m ed in  a co r­
n e r o f each w a rd . A n  F M  rad io  
p lays lig h t  classical and classical 
m usic.”  I t ’s n o t fo r  people. I t ’s 
the  H um ane Society hosp ita l fo r  
cats and dogs.

Kiss of Death —  The W a ll S treet 
J o u rn a l com m ented in  a Dec. 10 
e d ito r ia l: “ In  another discussion 
elsewhere in  A fr ic a  one U . S. o f­
f ic ia l took  exception to the  w o rd  
m oderate w hen i t  was app lied  to 
Tom  M boya, a capable K enyan  
p o lit ic ia n . Said he, ‘He has been 
h u r t  p o lit ic a lly  a lready b y  be ing 
ca lled  a m odera te by  A m ericans.’ ”

Rail Safety —  The N ovem ber is ­
sue o f T ra f f ic  W o rld  repo rted  th a t 
in  the  m on th  o f O ctober fede ra l 
d is tr ic t  courts  lev ied  pena lties on 
38 ra ilroa ds  fo r  154 v io la tio n s  of 
safe ty app liance and h o u rs -o f- 
service laws. S afe ty  v io la tio n s  in ­
c luded in e ff ic ie n t hand brakes, in ­
secure ru n n in g  boards, insecure

w a n t anyw ay? M aybe th a t’s w h a t 
the  V ie tn am  “ com m itm e n t”  has 
been abou t a l l along.

One th in g  I  w onder. Is F ra n -  
k e l’s s to ry  perhaps a leak, stem ­
m in g  fro m  d iffe rences among the 
ru l in g  powers? Rem em ber, on the 
eve o f the B ay o f Pigs invasion, 
the  Tim es  h in ted  a t m any o f the 
p repa ra tions fo r  i t  as a w ay o f 
counseling against th a t adven tu re  
and o f b r in g in g  some p u b lic  pres­
sure against it?  W e should be ve ry  
w a tc h fu l fo r  any o ther h in ts  o f 
th is  k in d .

Charles Gardner

Apel Case
Safe ty H a rbo r, F la .

There  is less in  the  A p e l case 
than  meets the eye. A s  y o u r read­
ers no doub t know , E rich  A pe l, 
p le n ip o te n tia ry  in  trade  nego tia ­
tions between the G erm an Dem o­
c ra tic  R epub lic  and the USSR 
com m itted  suicide a day be fore he 
was to  sign the accord, to  w h ich  
W est G erm an sources c la im  he 
had fru it le s s ly  objected.

The W ashington Post today 
p r in ts  a s to ry  to the e ffec t th a t 
A p e l’s notebooks d e ta ilin g  the con­
tro ve rsy  and describ ing  in  de ta il 
the “ p i t i fu l ”  state o f the G DR 
econom y w i l l  be pub lished by  the 
W est G erm an governm ent s im u l­
taneously w ith  the m eeting  o f the 
p lenum  o f the C om m unist P a rty

safe ty ra ilin gs , insecure s il l steps, 
de fective  a ir  brakes and fa ilu re  to 
m ake p rope r a ir  b rake tests. F ines 
averaged less than  $250 each.

Modest C la im  —  P rom oters of 
s a fflo w e r o il p ills  and the  book, 
Calories D on’t  C o iln t, pleaded 
g u ilty  o f d e fra ud ing  the  pub lic . 
T hey  had c la im ed the p ills  took 
o f f  w e igh t, low ered  b lood choles­
te ro l leve l, he lped tre a t and p re ­
v e n t arteriosclerosis, he a rtbu rn  
and cancer. They also said the  p ills  
increased sexual po tency and r e - . 
sistance to colds. T he  governm ent 
said the c la im s w ere exaggerated.

God and Vietnam  —  A rm y  chap­
la ins  in  V ie tn am  have problem s, 
accord ing to  a P o rtla n d  O regonian 
in te rv ie w  w ith  Capt. R obe rt C. 
Fenn ing, a M a rin e  Corps chap la in . 
“ The  chap la in  in  V ie tn am ,”  he 
said, “ m ore than  anyone else is 
asked to he lp  c la r ify  a con fus ing 
issue in  the  m inds o f m any men 
in  the  service w ho  now  suddenly 
f in d  some questions w h e the r the 
jo b  they are do ing  is p rope r or 
no t.”  F enn ing  said he te lls  them  
they  are “ under orders to  respond 
to the ca ll o f d u ty .”  He added: 
“ I  fee l th a t in  do ing so th e y  are 
fu l f i l l in g  the w i l l  o f God.”

in  East B e rlin .
Note the de lay: The “ A pe l pa­

pers,”  lik e  the “ Penkovsky papers”  
so w e ll advertised, w ere not p u b ­
lished im m e d ia te ly  a fte r th e ir  
th e ft b u t a fte r  a considerable 
lapse o f tim e. W hy? W e ll, in  both 
cases tim e  was needed fo r  the 
C IA  to fab rica te  the documents. 
T hey  m ust be coherent, they m ust 
ta lly  w ith  kn o w n  facts.

Some day, perhaps no t in  ou r 
tim e , someone in  the People’s 
Dem ocracies w i l l  acqu ire  and p u b ­
lis h  the “ C IA  Papers” — the ac­
coun t o f how  the  W estern w o r ld  
was foo led so long and so th o r­
ou gh ly  b y  exp e rt a rtif ic e rs  in  the  
em p loy o f the neo-Nazis.

. B.R.

News From Michigan
A n n  A rb o r, M ich .

To ca ll to  y o u r a tten tion  tw o  
news item s on S ta tion  W W J, D e­
tro it ,  the 11:15 news:

1. D e tro it  was a lm ost chosen as 
the m odel c ity  fo r  a na tio n a l p ro j­
ect in  u rban  renew a l exp e rim e n ­
ta tio n , said M a yo r Jerom e C av- 
anagh today, b u t the p ro je c t has 
been in d e fin ite ly  postponed be­
cause o f the cost o f the V ie tnam  
w ar.

2. In te rv ie w  w ith  a Col. Y o ru k , 
recen tly  o f V ie tnam . Leg  am puta ­
ted and the  w ho le  b it :  “ T h is  is 
a w a r o f people, n o t o f g round  . . . 
w e ’l l  have to  w in  over w h a t we 
can . . . and, I  ha te to say it ,  b u t 
w e ’l l  have to  c lobber the rest o f 
them .”

Asked i f  i t  was a d i f f ic u lt  m ora l 
decision to  k i l l  c iv ilia n s , he an­
swered “ Yes.”

L.P.

Fan Mail Dep’t
N ew  Y o rk , N. Y .

Please correc t m y zip code to 
10009 so th a t I  don ’t  m iss an y ­
th ing . I  look fo rw a rd  to  every 
issue o f The M ilita n t.

I  tho ugh t F red H a lstead ’s an­
swer to H a rr in g to n  perfect. A lso  
glad fo r  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  read 
M a lco lm  X . W hen does m y  sub 
exp ire?

S.D.

From Australia
Sydney, A u s tra lia

There  have been a fe w  b ig  
dem onstra tions here against the 
V ie tn a m  w a r b u t the  press, rad io  
and T V  have com p le te ly  neglected 
them  and o n ly  the  people w ho  ac­
tu a lly  go in  the  dem onstra tions 
kno w  o f them . F if ty  dem onstra­

tors w ere  arrested the o th e r day 
and a sm all re p o rt was p r in te d  
saying th a t abou t 50 people, names 
lis te d  and w h a t each was charged 
w ith , w e re  arrested fo r, etc., etc. 
B u t  w h a t the  dem onstra tion  was 
about was no t m entioned t i l l  near 
the  v e ry  last lin e  and then i t  was 
a v e ry  hazy and s lig h t ly  apolo­
getic “ V ie tn a m .”

P las tic  copies o f the  Y a n k  60 
m m . gun are be ing sold here and 
on T V  an ad was made show ing a 
n ice  l i t t le  A u s tra lia n  boy in  a 
V ie tnam ese se tting  am bush ing h is  
fr ie n d s  w ho im m e d ia te ly  sp la t­
tered a ll ove r the place fro m  a 
b u rs t o f m ach ine gun f ire .  The 
com m entary  w e n t: “ T h in k  o f a l l 
the  fu n  you can have am bush ing 
y o u r fr ie n d s  ju s t l ik e  daddy does 
w ith  the  nasty V ie tcong .”  T he  ad 
was im m e d ia te ly  w ith d ra w n  w hen 
the  R etu rned Sold iers League and 
governm ent bodies pro tested th a t 
i t  gave A u s tra lia n  c h ild re n  the  
w ro n g  idea!

Soon I  m ay be conscrip ted and 
end up sup po rting  the  A m erican  
Eagle in  V ie tnam . Y ou k n o w  the  
A u s tra lia n  governm ent sold A us­
tra lia n  troops to the  A m ericans 
fo r  p re fe re n tia l tre a tm e n t on the  
d o lla r  m arke t. E ve rybody here 
know s about i t  b u t no one gives 
a dam n; the  governm ent know s 
best and, besides, w h a t’s a fe w  
soliders in  a place ca lled  V ie tnam .

G .L.

Lightning Rod W arfare
N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .

A cco rd in g  to  P ro f. B e rn a rd  F a ll,  
pro -W este rn  a u th o r ity  on V ie tn am  
(A u th o r  o f The T w o  V ie tnam s  
and o th e r w o rks ) the U.S. is em ­
p lo y in g  a fo rm  o f w a rfa re  ca lled  
“ P ro je c t L ig h tn in g  Rod.”  D e ve l­
oped fo r  the  Pentagon, he said in  
a ra d io  in te rv ie w , i t  consists o f 
em p lo y ing  p a in -s tim u lu s , P a v - 
lo v ia n  con d itio n in g  re f le x  actions.

H e said the U.S. and Saigon 
de lib e ra te ly  pun ish  b y  bo m bing  
v illages  th a t even b r ie f ly ,  in  any 
w ay, he lp  the  N L F  o r even to le ra te  
th e ir  presence in  the  v illa g e , -v:~

Thus the  po pu la tio n  is be ing 
“ cond itioned ”  w ith  te r ro r  bom b­
ings to  associate the  “ cause o f th e ir  
catastrophe”  w ith  the  N L F . In  
o th e r w ords, shun the N L F . Jus t 
l ik e  a lig h tn in g  rod, you  w i l l  a t­
tra c t death and destruction !

D r. F a ll expressed skep tic ism  
on the effectiveness o f th is  and 
even im p lie d  i t  m ig h t b a c k fire  ori 
those us ing it.

J.A.

Thought fo r the Week
“ R a re ly  in  the h is to ry  o f w o r ld  a ffa irs  has any c o u n try  in du lge d  

in  such a colossal act o f se lf-r igh te ous  arrogance as d id  o u r U n ited  
States w h en  we decided fo r  the s tr ife - to rn  people o f S ou th  V ie tn am  
th a t they are b e tte r o f f  dead tha n  re d ."  —  F ro m  a serm on b y  R abb i 
Is ra e l M argo lies  o f the  People’s T em ple  o f N ew  Y o rk .

A  UNIQUE COMBINATION
For a limited time, THE MILITANT and the YOUNG SOCIALIST are offering a special joint combination offer. 

For only $1 new readers may obtain a four-month subscription to THE MILITANT, which is published weekly, and 

a six-month subscription to the YOUNG SOCIALIST, a magazine which appears every other month.

SEND YOUR DOLLAR AND THIS COUPON TO P.O. BOX 471, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10003
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THE AFL-CIO CONVENTION

One o f the  litt le -n o tic e d  p ro v i­
sions o f the  m edicare b i l l  is  a v i­
cious w itc h h u n tin g  clause th a t w i l l  
a ffe c t tw o  m il l io n  o ld  people. 
Those ove r 65 w ho  are n o t e n title d  
to  cash o ld-age bene fits  under 
present socia l secu rity  and r a i l ­
road re tire m e n t b e n e fit p rogram s 
w i l l  be fo rced to sign a n ti-c o m ­
m u n is t d isc la im ers in  o rd e r to  re ­
ceive m ed icare  a id  w hen the  la w  
goes in to  e ffec t n e x t Ju ly .

T he  oath re q u ire m e n t is, in  a 
sense, a pe rfec t sym bo l o f John ­
son’s “ G rea t Society.”  In  the  r ic h ­
est c o u n try  in  th e  w o r ld , the m ed­
ic a l care p ro g ra m  fo r  the  aged 
f in a lly  adopted is so m eager and 
f u l l  o f loopholes th a t i t  g ives-on ly  
ci^umbs o f care to  the  aged b u t w i l l  
fu r th e r  en rich  the  m ed ica l and 
insurance professions. Y e t to en ­
jo y  even those m eager benefits, 
the  aged m ust sw ear th e ir  lo y a lty . 
N e x t, the y  m ay re q u ire  an oath 
o f persohal lo y a lty  to  Johnson.

C o u rt Case

The Em ergency C iv il L ib e rtie s  
C om m ittee  is in te rested  in  de­
fen d in g  in  the  cou rts  the  r ig h t  to 
m ed ica l care even though the d is ­
c la im e r oa th  is n o t taken.

The  m edicare ap p lica tio n  fo rm s 
fo r  h o sp ita l and n u rs in g  care in ­
c lude  th e  question: “ A re  you now  
o r have you been d u r in g  the  last 
12 m onths a m em ber o f any o r ­
gan iza tion  w h ich  is re q u ire d  to  re ­
q u ire d  to  reg is te r un de r the  In ­
te rn a l S ecu rity  [M c C a rra n ] A c t 
o f 1950 as a C om m un is t-ac tion  o r ­
ganization , a C o m m u n is t-fro n t o r ­
gan iza tion  o r a C o m m u n is t- in f il­
tra te d  o rgan iza tion?”

A n  E C LC  sta tem ent said, “ The 
a d m in is tra tio n ’s re q u ire m e n t o f a 
d isc la im e r oath fo r  m edicare jputs

Notables Join Fight to Bar 
Joe Johnson Deportation

By D iana K le in
M IN N E A P O L IS  —  The C o m m it­

tee to  Oppose the  D e po rta tion  of 
Joseph Johnson has recen tly  
launched a sponsor d r ive , seeking 
n a tio n a l support. Inc lu de d  in  the 
recen t add itions  to  the  lis t  of 
sponsors are Jack  N e w fie ld , con­
t r ib u t in g  e d ito r o f the  V illa g e  
V oice; N a t H e n to ff, w r i te r  and 
c r it ic ;  W a rre n  M il le r ,  no ve lis t; and 
fo u r  professors fro m  the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f M innesota.

U.S. C itizen

Joseph Johnson is a na tive  born  
c itizen  w hom  th e  governm ent is 
a tte m p tin g  to  depo rt to  an unspe­
c if ie d  cou n try . H e is p re sen tly  the  
T w in  C ities  o rgan izer o f the  So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , and th is

Don't Buy 
Schenley's

“Don’t B uy Schenley” is 
the good w ord this holiday  
season. Several thousand 
M exican-A m erican  and F i l i ­
pino vineyard workers have  
been on strike around Delano, 
C a l i f . fo r several months, and 
one of the sourest grapes of 
a ll is Schenley Products 
w hich has refused to discuss 
demands for a union contract 
and higher wages. On Dec. 
17 SNCC and CORE, sup­
ported by m any other organ­
izations, announced a boycott 
of Schenley products, inelud­
ing Roma wines, J. W . D ant 
Bourbon, D ew ar Scotch, I .  W . 
H arper and Schenley w his­
keys, etc.

A Miserable Union Record

Lyndon Johnson

in to  prac tice  the slogan ‘be tte r 
dead than  red .’ M oreover, i t  assails 
the f ir s t  am endm ent r ig h t  o f a ll 
w ho are asked to  sign.

“ M em bers o f the  C om m unist 
P a rty  . . . have w on  th e ir  r ig h t 
to  re fuse [to  re g is te r] fro m  the 
Suprem e C ourt. The a d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s req u ire m en t is an a ttem p t 
to  do in d ire c tly  w h a t the  C ourt 
has he ld cannot be done d ire c tly . 
I t  is an obvious v io la tio n  of- the 
f i f th  am endm ent r ig h t  no t to 
te s tify  against oneself.”

The Em ergency C iv il L ib e rtie s  
C om m ittee  m ay be reached a t 421 
Seventh Ave., N ew  Y o rk , N. Y . 
10001 .

governm ent action against h im  is 
obv ious ly  p rom pted  by  h is  p o lit ­
ica l be lie fs.

T he  governm ent c la im s th a t 
Johnson lost h is c itizensh ip  by 
v o tin g  in  an e lection  in  Canada 
in  the  1950’s. Johnson had gone 
to  Canada, repulsed b y  rac ism  and 
the w a r atm osphere in  the  U n it ­
ed States. W h ile  there , he became 
a convinced socialist. U pon le a rn ­
in g  th a t the  F B I was lo o k in g  fo r  
h im , he re tu rn e d  to  the  U.S., 
w h e re  he faced a charge o f no t 
n o t ify in g  h is  d ra ft  board o f his 
whereabouts. H e  spent tw o  years 
in  fed e ra l p rison  fo r  th is  “ c rim e ”  
w h ic h  o n ly  a c itizen  cou ld  com ­
m it. A f te r  h is  release f ro m  prison, 
he m oved to  M inneapo lis  w here  
he became ac tive  in  the  SW P. 
Now , the  governm ent c la im s he 
w asn’t  even a c itizen  w hen he was 
convicted.

D ecis ion Due

A f te r  a series o f hearings da ting  
back to  Septem ber 1964, Johnson 
is now  w a it in g  fo r  a f in a l decision 
fro m  the  Im m ig ra tio n  D e p a rt­
m en t to  e ith e r d rop  the  case or 
upho ld  the  de po rta tion  order. In  
the  event o f an adverse decision, 
Johnson w o u ld  be ordered to  f in d  
a c o u n try  to  be deported to  —  and 
he w o u ld  be g u ilty  o f a fe lo n y  i f  
he cou ld n ’t  f in d  one. The com m it­
tee in tends to  f ig h t  th e  case a ll 
the w a y  to  the U.S. Suprem e C ourt 
i f  necessary.

A l l  those w ho  are in te rested in  
sup po rting  the  case o r c o n tr ib u t­
in g  to  the  defense m ay address 
th e ir  in q u ir ie s  to : T he  C om m ittee 
■to Oppose the  D e po rta tion  of 
Joseph Johnson, P.O. B o x  8731, 
N o rth  S ta r B u ild in g , M inneapo lis , 
M in n . 55402.

By Tom  Leonard
T h e  A F L - C I O  C o n v e n t io n ,  

w h ich  opened Dec. 9 in  San F ra n ­
cisco’s C iv ic  A u d ito r iu m , m arked 
the ten th  ann ive rsa ry  o f the  m e r­
ger o f the  A m erican  Federa tion  
o f L a b o r and the Congress o f In ­
d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions. U n lik e  the 
U n ity  C onvention  in  1955, w h ich  
ra ised the p o s s ib ility  o f a great 
leap fo rw a rd  fo r  A m erican  labor, 
th is  yea r’s proceedings a f f irm  th a t 
the ch ie f bene fic ia ries o f the  m er­
ger w ere no t the mass o f ra n k -  
a n d - f ile  w orkers , b u t the  p r iv i ­
leged leadership. T h is  fac t was 
a p tly  sym bolized b y  the  decision 
o f the delegates to  ra ise P resident 
George M eany’s sa la ry  fro m  $45,- 
000 to $70,000 a year.

In d ic a tiv e  o f the  conserva tive 
s trang u la tion  o f the m erged un ions 
unde r M eany and fo rm e r C IO  
P res iden t R euthe r was the pos ition  
taken by  the  conven tion  in  support 
o f the governm ent’s w a r in  V ie t­
nam . I t  c y n ic a lly  ignored the  fa c t 
th a t increasing num bers o f young 
w o rke rs  are am ong those be ing 
d ra fte d  to f ig h t  th is  d ir ty  w a r, 
w h ile  those rem a in ing  on the  jo b  
face the  p o s s ib ility  o f frozen wages 
and d e te rio ra tin g  w o rk in g  cond i­
tions to  he lp  finance it .

T h e  c o n v e n t io n  proceedings 
w ere o therw ise so pa the tic  th a t 
the news m edia were ha rd  press­
ed in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to  m ake copy. 
The  Dec. 20 Newsweek, fo r  e x ­
am ple, tr ie d  to d ru m  up a serious 
“ in n e r s trugg le ”  between M eany 
and R euther. T he  la tte r  was p o r-

Antiwar Leaders 
Jailed in Berkeley

Leaders o f the B e rke le y  V ie t­
nam  D ay C om m ittee  have been 
convicted fo r  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  a 
dem onstra tion  against Gen. M a x ­
w e ll T ay lo r, special adviso r to 
Johnson and one o f the p rim e  
a rch itec ts  o f U.S. w a r po licy  in  
V ie tnam .

J e rry  R ub in , B a rba ra  G elahorn, 
W in d y  S m ith  and Steve W eissman 
are now  serv ing  30-day sentences 
fo r  the  con v ic tio n  in  the  San 
F rancisco coun ty  ja i l .  Appeals 
w ere  tu rn e d  down.

T he VD C  dem onstra tion  oc­
cu rred  la s t sum m er ,when Gen. 
T a y lo r came to  the  B ay  A rea  to  
address the  C om m onw ea lth  C lub, 
a w e a lth y  businessmen’s organ iza­
tion , in  the  H o te l F a irm o n t. 
T a y lo r ’s car was besieged b y  a n ti­
w a r p ickets, w ho  proceeded to  fo l­
lo w  h im  in to  the  ho te l e levators 
and eve ryw here  he w ent.

The V D C  is the  la rgest o f the 
independent com m ittees opposed 
to the  w a r in  V ie tnam .

B IG  T A L K E R S . George Meany ( le f t )  and W alter Reuther at tim e  
of unification of A F L  and C IO  a decade ago. They ta lked  then 
about a new  union crusade but the ir backward, spineless policies 
have le ft the ir organization sm aller than it was at the tim e of the  
unification.

trayed  as “ a ll business and lo ok in g  
fo r  new  fro n tie rs  in  social w e lfa re  
to  conquer,”  w h ile  M eany was p ic ­
tu red  as an “ o ld  labo r leader, 
fond o f g in  ru m m y  now  and s t i l l  
g iven to  ra is in g  shopw orn la bo r 
a larum s such as ‘the  greedy b a nk­
ers o f W a ll S tree t.’ ”

W a ll S tree t and the corpora tions 
have a c tu a lly  bene fited  fro m  one 
im p o rta n t fa ilu re  o f the  m erger —  
its  in a b il i ty  to  organize new  w o rk ­
ers.

Instead o f im p lem e n tin g  the “ le t 
us organize the unorganized”  
speech by M eany at the fou nd ing  
convention , the  A F L -C IO  has ac­
tu a lly  declined in  m em bersh ip re ­
la tiv e  to the o v e r-a ll g ro w th  of 
the w o rk in g  popu la tion . In  1955 
i t  had a reported 16,904,000 m em ­
bers, w h ich  had dw in d le d  to  an 
estim ated 15,150,000 by  1964, w h ile  
the  to ta l nu m ber o f w h ite  and 
blue c o lla r jobs rose to  56,659,000 
—  an increase o f 7,303,000. One 
reason fo r  the decline was the 
expu ls ion  o f the  1.5 m illio n  m em ­
be r Team sters’ U n ion , a B ake ry  
W orke rs ’ U n ion  and a L a u n d ry  
W orke rs ’ U n ion  on charges o f co r­
ru p tio n  in  1957.

Pers is tent F la w
A n o th e r fa ilu re  and g la r in g  de­

fect o f the m erged un ion  has been 
the re fusa l o f la bo r leaders to 
o u tla w  rac ism  and f ig h t  fo r  equal 
jo b  op po rtu n itie s  fo r  a l l w orkers. 
One exam ple  is New  Y o rk  Loca l 
28 o f the  Sheet M e ta l W o rke rs ’ 
U n ion . A f te r  repeated e ffo rts , 
w h ich  inc luded lega l proceedings, 
o n ly  one Negro has been accept­
ed in to  the  u n io n ’s apprenticesh ip  
program . In  ad d ition , the fa ilu re  
to un ion ize  the  South has v ir tu a lly  
frozen Negroes ou t o f the  m ore 
s k ille d  and b e tte r pa y in g  jobs in  
th a t ra p id ly  in d u s tr ia liz in g  sector 
o f the coun try .

T he  A F L -C IO  N a tio n a l C o un c il’s 
re fusa l to  even endorse the 1963 
M arch  on W ashington fo r  F ree­
dom  N o w  is another exam ple of 
th e ir  shabby c iv i l r ig h ts  ro le, 
w h ic h  is so m iserab le  th a t even 
N A A C P  P resident Roy W ilk in s  
fe lt  com pelled to ra ise a c ritic ism . 
In  a te legram  to  the San Francisco 
conven tion  he rem inded  the de le­
gates th a t o n ly  one Negro, A . 
P h ill ip  Randolph, o f the S leeping 
C ar P orte rs, was represented on 
the A F L -C IO  N a tion a l C ouncil, a l­
though  a t the tim e  o f the m erger 
the re  were tw o  Negroes h o ld ing  
th is  position.

T he  m erged un ion has n o t been 
ab le to  p re ven t the  passage and 
usage o f a n ti- la b o r law s. A lth o u g h  
the  T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t  was passed 
be fo re  the  1955 m erger, m ost o f

today ’s top un ion leaders w ere  in  
o ffice  a t the  tim e  and d id  l i t t le  
to e ffe c tiv e ly  oppose its  passage. 
In  add ition , the  expu ls ion  o f the 
Team sters and o th e r un ions fo r  a l­
leged co rru p tio n  he lped set the 
stage fo r  passage o f the  eq u a lly  
bad a n ti- la b o r K e n n e d y -L a n d ru m - 
G r if f in  A c t in  1959.

Jus t as onerous has been the 
re fusa l o f the  A F L -C IO  to defend 
independent un ions sub jected to 
governm ent prosecution under 
these laws, such as the M ine , M i l l  
and S m elte r W orkers  w ho have 
been de fend ing  themselves against 
charges o f v io la t in g  the  no n -C om - 
m un is t p rov is ions o f the  T a f t-  
H a rtle y  A ct. I t  is no surp rise  th a t 
the last, 89th, session o f Congress 
fa ile d  to repea l Section 14 (b ) o f 
the T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t despite a 
1964 cam paign prom ise by  P res i­
dent Lyn do n  B. Johnson. •

A F L -C IO  reaction  to  th is  “ se ll­
o u t”  was ty p if ie d  by  an a rtic le  in  
the D e c e m b e r  In te rn a tio n a l 
M ou lders and A llie d  W orke rs  
Jou rna l, pub lished on the eve o f 
the convention . T he  head line  p ro ­
c la im ed “ 89th Congress F a iled  L a ­
bo r B u t I ts  Record Is  Im press ive .”

There  w ere m any w ho  tho ugh t 
th a t the m il ita n t  tra d itio n s  o f the 
in d u s tr ia l un ions o f the  C IO  w o u ld  
dom inate  the  A F L  c ra f t  unions, 
and the re s u lt o f the  1955 m erger 
w o u ld  be a g ia n t s p u rt fo rw a rd  
fo r  a l l o f labo r. Instead these t ra ­
d itions  w ere  subord ina ted  to  the  
w o rs t fea tu res o f the  n a rro w  c ra ft  
un ion ism  o f the  o ld  A F L . I t  was 
no surprise, the re fo re , th a t the 
m ost m il i ta n t  ac t o f the  conven­
tio n  was the action  o f a group o f 
a n ti-V ie tn a m -w a r dem onstra to rs 
w ho attended a session and lo u d ly  
a ttacked the  A F L -C IO ’s p ro -w a r 
position, fo r  w h ic h  the y  w ere  o r­
dered expe lled  fro m  the  h a ll by 
M eany.

I t  w o u ld  be a m istake, how ever, 
to  w r ite  o f f  the  m u lt i-m il l io n -  
m cm bered un ions because o f the 
craven ro le  o f the  M eanys and 
Reuthers. I t  is  im p o rta n t to  note 
th a t w h ile  the average age o f 
A F L -C IO  N a tio n a l C ounc il m em ­
bers was 59 a t the  tim e  o f the 
convention , the average age o f 
b lue and w h ite  c o lla r  w o rke rs  in  
the la bo r force is around 25.

One o f the  -lessons o f the San 
Francisco conven tion  the re fo re  is 
th a t demands to  end the  w a r, 
f ig h t  racism  and organize the  u n ­
organized shou ld  be d irec ted  to 
younger w o rkers  in  the  un ions 
over the heads o r beh ind the  backs 
—  i f  necessary —  o f the  present 
conserva tive  leadership o f the 
A F L -C IO .Jerry  Rubin

The Medicare Program: 
'Better Dead Than Red'


