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U.S. COMMITS FORCE TO VIETNAM 
ON THE SCALE OF A KOREAN WAR

By Dick Roberts
N EW  Y O R K , J u ly  20 —  As we 

go to  press, the  escalation o f A m e r­
ican tro o p  com m itm e n t to  V ie tnam  
on a scale approach ing th a t o f the 
K orean  W a r is a ll b u t an ac­
com plished fact. B e fo re  f ly in g  to 
Saigon, J u ly  14, Defense Secre tary 
M cN am ar a made i t  c lear tha t the re  
w o u ld  be an increased bu ild -u p  o f 
com bat troops in  V ie tnam , a m o b il­
iza tion  o f the  N a tio n a l G ua rd  and 
an expansion o f th e d ra ft.

T he exact figu res  th a t W ash ing­
to n ’s w a r m akers have in  m in d , o f 
course, cannot be guessed. Hanson 
W . B a ld w in , the  New  Y o rk  T im es  
m il i ta r y  specia list, p u t as de fin ite , 
J u ly  11, th a t 100,000 to  125,000 
com bat ground forces w o u ld  be in  
V ie tn am  in  the near fu tu re , ju s t 
cou n tin g  those a lready the re  and 
those “ on th e ir  w ay  o r a lready 
scheduled to tra n s fe r.”

F ou r days la te r, the J o in t Chiefs 
o f S ta ff asked fo r  179,000 troops 
fo r  V ie tn am  by  the  end o f the 
year, and recom m ended a c tiva tin g  
240,000 N a tio n a l G uardsm en. T h is  
massive troop  com m itm e n t comes 
a t a t im e  w hen the re  is eve ry  in ­
d ica tion  th a t the  Saigon govern­
m en t forces —  w ho  have done the 
b ru n t  o f the  f ig h t in g  in  South 
V ie tn a m  —  are s u ffe r in g  heavy 
setbacks, th rea ten ing  an im m in e n t 
collapse o f the  U .S.-puppet reg im e.

W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l s ta ff re ­
p o rte r P h ilip  G eye lin  spelled ou t 
the  e x te n t o f these losses J u ly  15: 
“ The  ha rd  fa c t is,”  he w ro te , “ tha t 
w h ile  the  U.S. is b u ild in g  up 
s treng th , the  V ie tcong  are ra p id ly  
go bb lin g  up huge chunks o f South 
V ie tnam . In  short, th e y ’re  w in n in g  
the  w a r.

“ H am lets and v illages b y  the 
score are be ing o ve rru n ; s tra teg ic  
d is tr ic t  tow ns are be g inn ing  to

General Ky Says: 
H itle r Is My Hero

(W o r ld  O u t lo o k )  —  Gen­
eral Nguyen Cao Ky, Wash­
ington’s newest puppet dic­
tator in  Saigon, said in an in ­
terview w ith Brian Moyna- 
han in the July 4 London 
Sunday M ir r o r ,  “People ask 
me who my heroes are. I  
have only one —  H itler.”

“I  admire H itler,” ex­
plained Ky, “because he 
pulled his country together 
when it was in a terrible 
state in the early Thirties. 
But the situation here is so 
desperate now that one man 
would not be enough. We 
need four or five Hitlers in 
Vietnam.”

A few days later, Ky said 
he hadn’t meant to praise 
Hitler: “When I  referred to 
H itler . . .  I  had in mind the 
idea that Vietnam needed 
above all leadership and a 
sense of discipline in order 
to face the criminal aggres­
sion of Communism.”

Johnson

topp le ; the pressure is m ou n tin g  
on key  p ro v in c ia l cap ita ls . . .”

A  b reakdow n o f the  Saigon gov­
e rnm en t e ffo r t  cou ld come fro m  a 
n u m be r o f factors, G eye lin  re ­
ports : “ A  s tun n in g  m il i ta ry  re ­
verse; a sw itch  to  the  o th e r side 
by  a disheartened, o r perhaps op­
p o rtu n is tic  m a jo r South V ie t­
namese a rm y  u n it;  ru n a w a y  in f la ­

tion  o r an acute food shortage; a 
p o lit ic a l coup pred ica ted on peace 
a t a lm ost any p rice .”

These facts w ere undoub ted ly  
w e ll kn o w n  to  W ashington when 
P resident Johnson f ir s t  h in te d  at 
the new  troop  increases and stated 
“ new  and serious decisions w i l l  be 
necessary in  the near fu tu re .”  
Johnson c le a rly  has no in ten tions  
o f le tt in g  the  Saigon reg im e co l­
lapse in  h is face, and since th is  
requires th ro w in g  m ore A m erican  
sold iers in to  com bat, th is  appears 
to  be exa c tly  w h a t Johnson in ­
tends to  do.

O m inous W arn ing

Senator W ayne Morse, whose 
pos ition  on the  F ore ign  R e lations 
C om m ittee  a llow s h im  to  s it in  on 
h igh  le ve l w a r p repa ra tion  b r ie f­
ings, de live red  an om inous w a rn ­
in g  about W ash ing ton ’s plans on 
the Senate flo o r J u ly  16. P o in t­
in g  ou t th a t the  Saigon forces 
num be r between 500,000 and 750,- 
000 w h ile  those o f the N a tiona l 
L ib e ra t io n  F ro n t are in  the  ne igh­
borhood o f 50,000 to  75,000, M orse 
stated:

“ The in te res tin g  th in g  is th a t 
the V ie tcong con tro l about 75 per 
cent o f the  land  area o f V ie tnam . 
W ha t the A m erican  people are no t 
be ing to ld  is th a t they  con tro l the 
loca l governm ents, the y  co llec t the 
taxes, they  appo in t the teachers . . .  
T h is  a d m in is tra tio n  w i l l  no t g ive

us the facts about w h a t goes on 
in  the V ie tcong  con tro lled  areas 
o f South V ie tn am .”

Then M orse stated th a t there 
was no m ere coincidence in  the  
fa c t th a t the U.S. is s im u ltaneous ly  
in te n s ify in g  the a ir  ra ids on N o rth  
V ie tn am  as i t  increases the ground 
forces in  South V ie tnam : “ W hen 
we have landed a s u ff ic ie n t land 
a rm y  in  V ie tn am  and prepared 
adequate coastal bases to  supp ly  
it , ”  he w arned, “ the a ir  ra ids  w i l l  
f in d  th e ir  w a y  to  areas in  o r 
around C h ina th a t w i l l  b r in g  
C h ina in to  w a r.”

“ W hatever the v iew s o f the 
P resident in  th is  respect,”  M orse 
charged, “ I  am  sa tis fied  th a t the 
chance to  bom b C h ina is the ob­
je c tiv e  o f a la rge body o f op in ion 
in  the Pentagon and u n fo rtu n a te ly  
the D e pa rtm en t o f S tate.”  C ha l­
leng ing  the Pentagon to  issue a 
s tatem ent deny ing  th is  charge, the 
Senator continued, “ W hen we are 
adequate ly prepared on the 
ground, we w i l l  be ready to  s ta rt 
w h a t e v e r  p rovoca tive   bom bing 
around [C h in a ’s ] borders m ay be 
necessary.”  (Congressional Record, 
pp. 16523 f.)

T h is  w a rn in g  cannot be easily 
d iscred ited . The escalation o f the 
w a r in  V ie tn am  tow ards a m a jo r 
a ir  and g round w a r, possib ly  in ­
c lu d in g  C hina, has been develop­
in g  w ith  h o r r ify in g  precis ion. H o w ­
ever, the  vast m a jo r ity  o f the 
A m erican  people have no w a y  o f

kn o w in g  w h a t plans W ash ing ton 
has w o rked  ou t fo r  the w a r.         

The new  stage in  the  escalation 
o f the V ie tnam  w a r, the decision 
by W ashington to  g re a tly  increase 
U.S. com bat forces, m akes cle a r  
the  necessity o f b u ild in g  an ac tive  
and u n ite d  m ovem ent against th is  
d ir ty  w a r. As Johnson drags the 
na tion  ever deeper in to  w a r, i t  
becomes m ore and m ore im p o rta n t 
to  ra ise the  dem and, as lo u d  as 
possible, th ro u g h   dem onstra tion , 
teach-in, independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tion , and in  o th e r ways, “ G et the 
U.S. troops ou t o f V ie tn am  n o w !”

W a r with China?
“I  have said for many 

months that I  am satisfied, as 
a member of the foreign re­
lations committee of the U.S. 
Senate, that we have a dan­
gerous, desperate group of 
men in the Pentagon who 
want a preventive w a r  
against China and w h o  
would like to create an op­
portunity to bomb the Chi­
nese nuclear installations. I  
consider them the most des­
perate and dangerous men in 
the world.” Senator Wayne 
Morse, Congressional Record, 
p. 16527, July 16.

WHILE RACIST ATTACKS CONTINUE

Louisiana Police Harass Deacons
By Fred Halstead

J U L Y  20 —  The Deacons o f De­
fense and Justice in  Bogalusa, La., 
a N egro  self-defense organ ization, 
are fa c in g  increasing  harassm ent, 
arrests, and moves by  state po lice 
to  d isa rm  them  w h ile  the  c iv i l 
r ig h ts  w o rke rs  the y  have sw orn 
to  p ro tec t con tinue  to  s u ffe r phys­
ic a l a ttacks fro m  w h ites  un de r the 
v e ry  noses o f loca l and state cops.

T h a t loca l po lice  have a llow ed 
rac is t v io lence against peacefu l 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  dem onstra to rs was a t­
tested to  even b y  John  Doar, head 
o f the U.S. Justice D e pa rtm e n t’s 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  d iv is io n . He f ile d  p e ti­
tions in  Bogalusa J u ly  19 seeking 
con tem pt c ita tions against the 
Bogalusa po lice  fo r  fa il in g  to  p ro­
tect dem onstra to rs against assaults 
by  racists. D oar w itnessed the 
bea ting  o f c iv i l  r ig h ts  p icke ts  J u ly  
16 by  w h ite  heck le rs  ou tside a 
shopp ing cen ter w h ile  po lice  stood 
by.

E a rlie r, 19 -yea r-o ld  CO RE w o rk ­
e r John H a m ilto n  exp la ined  the 
s itua tion  fac in g  c iv i l  r ig h ts  w o rk ­
ers in  Bogalusa: “ I  dem onstrated 
th ree  tim es and I  got beaten three 
tim es. The state troopers here m ay 
keep you fro m  ge ttin g  k il le d  —  i f  
you ’re  lu cky . B u t the y  do no t get 
in vo lve d  w hen i t ’s ju s t a l i t t le  
honest head w h ip p in g .”

On J u ly  19, Joe G a tlin , 26, a 
Bogalusa N egro resident, was 
booked by  po lice  on charges o f

“ a ttem pted  m u rd e r.”  Police, w ho 
c la im  he is a m em ber o f the Dea­
cons, say he f ire d  shots a t a ca r­
load o f w h ite  n ig h tr id e rs  near 
Bogalusa. There  w ere  no in ju rie s . 
I t  is  no t il le g a l in  Lou is iana  to 
c a rry  guns in  autos', and K lansm en 
in  the  area do so as a m a tte r o f 
course. The f i r s t  Negro po licem an 
in  Bogalusa was k il le d  by  w h ite  
n ig h tr id e rs  e a r lie r  th is  year.

Yet, G ove rno r John J. Mc- 
K e ith en  has announced th a t state 
troopers w i l l  d isa rm  Negroes in 
cars and confiscate th e ir  guns “ un ­
t i l  the Suprem e C o u rt orders us to 
g ive them  back.”

N ig h t Rallies
N ig h t ly  ra llie s  o f w h ite  racists 

w ere  he ld  in  a lo t  outside Boga­
lusa e a rlie r th is  m onth . A m ong 
the speakers was Rev. Connie 
Lyn ch , a r ig h t-w in g  preacher fro m  
R iverside, C a lif., w ho to ld  a c row d 
o f 1,500 J u ly  8: “ I f  i t  takes k il l in g  
to get them  niggers o f f  o u r streets 
and to  pro tect o u r con s titu tion a l 
r igh ts , then I  say le t ’s k i l l  ’em .”

L y n c h  made s im ila r  statem ents 
at a ra l ly  o f the  ra b id ly  anti- 
Negro N a tion a l States R ights P a rty  
a t the  C a lhoun C oun ty  courthouse 
in  A nn is ton , A la ., J u ly  15. T w o  
hours la te r, a 38-year-old Negro 
fa c to ry  w o rk e r  was fa ta l ly  shot by 
n ig h tr id e rs  ju s t ou ts ide A nn is ton . 
The Negro, W ill ie  B rew ste r, fa th e r 
o f tw o , was d r iv in g  hom e fro m  
w o rk  w hen he was f ire d  on fro m

a car f u l l  o f w h ites . B rew s te r died 
J u ly  18.

In  Bogalusa, the  Deacons o f De­
fense and Justice  had de term ined 
to defend th e ir  com m u n ity  against 
thugs be ing f ire d  u p  by  Lyn ch  
and o ther such rac is t organizers. 
On J u ly  8, w h ile  L yn ch  was s t i l l  
in  Bogalusa, a peacefu l m arch  was 
he ld by  some 400 c iv i l  r ig h ts  dem ­
onstra tors. A  Negro g ir l  was h it  
b y  a m iss ile  th ro w n  b y  w h ite  
hecklers, as po lice stood by, and

she and a w h ite  nurse entered a 
car fo llo w in g  the m arch. In  the  
car w ere  tw o  young m en said to  
be Deacons, H e n ry  A u s tin , 21, 
and M ilto n  Johnson, 26. 

A cco rd in g  to witnesses, a  w h ite  
man, A lto n  D. C rowe, 25, was shot  
a fte r  he fo llo w e d  the  in ju re d  g ir l  
to  the ca r and began pu nch ing  the  
occupants in  the  face. The  p o lic e  
p ro m p tly  a rrested A u s tin  
Johnson and he ld  them , apparen t­
ly  w ith o u t ba il, on charges o f 
shooting Crowe. C rowe, th e  a t­
tacker, was n o t arrested. H e is  
recovering  in  a hospita l.

CHURCH BOMBINGS, murder 
and other forms of racist terror 
point up need for Negro self 
defense in the South.

GREENSBORO, A la ., J u ly  18 --- 
T w o  N egro churches w e re  b u rne d  
to the  g round  here today. The R ev 
A . T. Days, pastor o f the  St. 
M athew s A M E  C h u rch  and a c iv i l  
r ig h ts  leader, said the b u rn e d  
struc tu res w ere  the  St. M a rk  A M E  
C hurch  in  G reensboro and th e  
E lm w ood A M E  Z ion  C hurch  n o rth  
o f tow n.

T w o  days before, over 100 Negro 
dem onstra to rs p icketed d o w n to w n  
w h ite  m erchants in  an e ffo r t  to  
w in  v o te r reg is tra tio n , education 
and jo b  opportun ities . They w ere  
counter-p icketed by  loca l K la n  
members. W hen the dem onstra tors 
re tu rn ed  to th e ir  headquarters, the  
St. M athew s C hurch, they w ere 
surrounded b y  w h ites  in  cars and 
trucks, and attacked w ith  bottles 

(Continued on Page 2)

Fidel Castro's Speech 
On the Algerian Coup
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A Contribution to the Discussion
     

W illia m  H . Lav ins, a re tire d  
coa l m in e r, was k il le d  w h ile  m arch ­
in g  on a pensioners’ p icke t lin e  in  
U n ion tow n , Pa., on June 26. A t  
the  tim e  o f h is death, La v in s  was 
p res iden t o f Lo ca l un ion  4731, 
U n ite d  M in e  W orke rs  o f A m erica , 
a t C ru tib le , Pa.

H e  w as k il le d  w hen a d r iv e r  fo r  
th e  S &  A  Coal Com pany, w h ich  
was be ing  p icketed, stopped his 
t ru c k  75 fee t aw ay fro m  the  
p ickets. H e  w a lke d  over to  the  
pen s ion ers and said he w o u ld  ru n  
over them  and push th e ir  bodies 
into a  creek across the  h igh w ay  
i f  they d id n ’t  move. A cco rd in g  to 
w itnesses, the  d r iv e r, id e n tifie d  as 
Law rence  Soberdash, son o f the 
m in e  ow ner, got back in to  his 
truck, ‘ ‘revve d ”  i t  up, and roared 
through th e  p icke t line , k i l l in g  M r. 
L a v ins. Thousands o f coal m iners 
from s u rro un d in g  areas attended 
L a v in s ’ fun e ra l.

At la s t reports , the  cops s t i l l  
hadn ’t  caught Soberdash.
-  • v .: .»  *  *  *

The top 28 steel companies in
th e  U.S., w h ic h  produce ne a rly  
94 pe rcen t  of  the c o u n try ’s steel, 
rep o rted  record  p ro fits  in  1964. 
T he  J u ly  Steel L a b o r  repo rted  
th a t p ro fits  a fte r  taxes reached

Weekly Calendar

 CLEVELAND
Forum for Aug. I canceled.

•  *  *

THE CRISIS O F  BLACK LEADERSHIP.
Speaker: Robert Vernon, contributor to
The Militant. Sunday, Aug. 8, 7:30 p.m. 

•  *  •

REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM  A N D  
THE . BLACK REVOLUTION. Speaker: 
Paul Boutelle, SWP candidate for Man­
hattan Borough President. Sunday, Aug. 
15, 7:30 p.m.

All forums at Debs Hall, 5927 Euclid 
Ave„ Tel. 391-1425. Contrib. 50c. Ausp. 
Cleveland Militant Forum

DETROIT
THE HISTORY O F THE SOCIALIST 

MOVEMENT IN  A M ERIC A SINCE 1940.
Four talks by Harry Ring, editorial staff 
of The Militant. Saturday, July 31 and 
Sunday, Aug. I.

•  *  *

THE CRISIS IN  BLACK LEADERSHIP 
TO DAY; Lecture IV in a five-part series 
on The Negro in American History. 
Speaker: Robert Vernon, contributor,

T n e  Militant, author of The Black Ghet­
to. Fri., Aug. 6, 8 p.m. 3737 Woodward. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

| ■ •
LOS ANGEllES 

THEODORE EDWARDS presents a 
Marxist view of the news in his biweekly 
radio commentary. Tues., Aug. 3, 6:30 
p.m. (repeated W ed., Aug. 4, 9 a.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your dial).

V&tiiHi •
NEW  YORK  

CUBA: REVOLUTION IN  PERMA­
NENCE. Speaker: Ed Shaw, national or­
ganizational secretary, Socialist Workers 
Party. Pri., July 30, 8:30 p.m. 116 Uni­
versity PI. Contrib. $1, students 50c. 
Ausp,'.Militant Labor Forum.

*  *  *

M ARK LANE, attorney for the de­
fendant, speaks on The Statue of Liberty 
Case. Fri., Aug. 6, 8:30 p.m. 116 Uni­
versity PI. Contrib. $1, students 50c. 
Ausp. M ilitant Labor Forum.

A Correction
I t  has been brought to our 

attention that the final score­
board for The M ilita n t Fund 
Campaign, printed in our 
June 28 issue, did not give 
the contribution from Seattle 
due to a typographical error, 
although this contribution 
was included in the total. 
Seattle had a quota of $500, 
which was paid in fu ll and 
on time, putting Seattle at 
100 percent.

I. F. Stone Views the Peace Movement
$954.8 m illio n , an increase o f 27.4 
percen t ove r the  p rev ious year.

Steel La bo r also repo rted  th a t 
“ since 1961 o u tp u t per m an-hour 
fo r  a l l  employes has risen  by  an 
am azing 4.9 percen t p e r yea r.”  
M ost o f th is  is a ttr ib u te d  to  ad­
vanced m ethods o f p roduc tion . In  
the  la s t tw o  years, fo r  exam ple, 
m ore  than a dozen steel p lan ts 
have rep laced obsolete open 
hearths  b y  in s ta llin g  new  basic 
oxygen converters and new  elec­
t r ic  burners.

“ I t  is  fe lt , ”  con tinued Steel L a ­
bor, “ th a t once m uch o f the  con­
s tru c tio n  o f the new  p la n t and 
equ ipm en t is com pleted the ra te  
o f p ro d u c tiv ity  w i l l  con tinue in ­
creasing and . . . em p loym ent w i l l  
again decline .”

*  *  *

A n  armed posse o f vo lu n te e r 
depu ty  sh e riffs  rece n tly  charged 
and b roke  up a p ic k e t lin e  m anned 
b y  m em bers o f Loca l 677 o f the 
Chem ica l W orke rs  un io n  in  W est 
H a ve rs traw , N . Y . A cco rd in g  to 
R ockland C o un ty  S h e r if f  J. H e n ry  
M ock, the  vo lu n te e r m ounted pa­
t ro l w h ich  he fo rm ed  th ree  years 
ago was used against the  p ickets  
a t the request o f o ff ic ia ls  o f the 
s tr ikebound  K ay-F ries  Chem icals 
Co.

T he  reason g iven fo r  the  m ou n t­
ed assault was p u rp o rte d ly  to  le t 
supe rv iso ry  personnel en te r the 
p lan t. A  loca l w e e k ly  newspaper, 
how ever, m ore  c o rre c tly  com pared 
the  a n tiu n io n  a ttack  to  the  m ou n t­
ed deputies r id in g  dow n a freedom  
dem onstra tion  in  A labam a.

*  *  *

Widespread reports rece n tly  c ir ­
cu la ted  b y  the  Association o f 
A m e rica n  R ailroads c la im  th a t saf­
e ty  cond itions w ere  g re a tly  im ­
proved  despite the  la y o ff  o f 15,- 
000 firem e n  in  the past year.

G ove rnm en t accident statistics, 
how ever, don’t  bear up  the Asso­
c ia tio n ’s c la im s, accord ing to  the 
J u ly  T W U  Express. I t  reported : 
1) a 15.6 percent increase in  the  
nu m be r o f t ra in  accidents; 2) a 
14.4 percen t increase in  the nu m ­
be r o f t ra in  accidents re s u lt in g  in  
casualties; 3) a 15.5 percen t in ­
crease in  the num ber o f employes 
k il le d ; 4 ) a 5.5 pe rcen t increase 
in  the  nu m be r o f em ployes k il le d  
o r in ju re d . Despite th is  ra p id  de­
te r io ra tio n  o f sa fe ty  conditions, 
the  Express  observed th a t the 
ra ilro a d s  “ in te n d  to rem ove a lo t  
m ore [ f ire m e n ] in  the  n e x t yea r.”  

— Tom Leonard

SWP Candidate 
To Speak in N.Y. 
At Antiwar Rally

N E W  Y O R K  —  On S atu rday, 
J u ly  31, a t 3 p.m., the T om pkins 
Square N e ighbors fo r  Peace A c ­
t io n  w i l l  ho ld  a ra l ly  on T h ird  
St., between Avenues B  and C. 
Speakers w i l l  in c lude  Hedda 
Garza, S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
candidate fo r  C o m p tro lle r; M a rk  
Lane, fo rm e r N ew  Y o rk  state as­
sem blym an; C onrad L y n n , c iv i l  
r ig h ts  a tto rn ey ; and F i lip e  De 
Jesus o f the  Progressive L a b o r 
P a rty . O th e r organ izations in v ite d  
to  p ro v id e  speakers are S tudents 
fo r  a D em ocratic  Society, W om en 
S tr ik e  fo r  Peace, and M ovem ent 
fo r  P ue rto  R ican Independence.

The T om pk ins  Square N e igh­
bors fo r  Peace A c tio n  is a ttem p t­
in g  to  m ob ilize  the  com m u n ity  in  
N e w  Y o rk ’s L o w e r East Side 
against the  u n ju s t, expensive w a r 
in  V ie tnam , and to  dem and th a t 
m il i ta r y  expend itu res be d ive rted  
to w a rd  construc tive  measures to 
a llev ia te  p o ve rty  and s lum  cond i­
tions. F o r m ore in fo rm a tio n , con­
ta c t T om pk ins  Square N eighbors 
fo r  Peace A c tio n . 6 A venue B, 
A p t. 5A.

By Fred Halstead
The June 28 issue o f I.F . Stone’s 

W eekly  conta ins a c o n trib u tio n  to 
the  discussion now  going on in  
the a n tiw a r m ovem ent e n title d : 
“ W ha t Shou ld  the  Peace M ove­
m en t Do?”  I t  is  one o f a num ber 
o f such a rtic les  now  appearing 
in  va rious  p u b lica tio ns*, and i t  
deserves com m ent.

Stone d iv ides  the g ro w in g  a n t i­
w a r m ovem ent “ ro u g h ly ”  in to  
th ree  groups. He ca lls one the  
“ dem ocra tic  forces,”  w h ich  he 
describes as those w h o  w a n t to 
“ persuade, to  w in  p u b lic  support 
fo r  an end to  th e  w a r in  V ie tn am  
and to  in te rv e n tio n  in  the  D o­
m in ican  R epub lic .”  H e ca lls the 
second the  “ re lig iou s  forces,”  
w h ich  he characterizes as those 
m a in ly  in te rested in  “ te s tify in g ”  
to  th e ir  m o ra l d isapprova l o f the 
w a r by  “ d isobeying the  la w .”

T he  th ird  he ca lls  the  “ re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  forces,”  w h o  he says w a n t 
to  express s o lid a r ity  w ith  the 
“ V ie t Cong”  and the D om in ican  
"re be ls ”  b y  “ ob s tru c ting ”  th e  w a r 
e f fo r t  and w h o  “ in  the  con tex t 
o f p resent p o lit ic a l rea litie s , can 
f u l f i l l  l i t t le  m ore tha n  the  ro le  o f 
agents provocateurs, g iv in g  the 
governm ent an excuse fo r  repres­
sion.”

Cold W ar Form ula
One th in g  obv ious ly  w ro n g  w ith  

th is  w a y  o f s ta ting  th in gs  is  the 
im p lic a tio n  th a t the  b u lk  o f those 
in  the “ re lig iou s ”  o r “ re v o lu tio n ­
a ry ”  forces are n o t dem ocra tic. 
On the  basis o f Stone’s record, 
w e  tru s t he  d id n ’t  mean i t  th a t 
w ay, b u t i t  is  ju s t the  k in d  o f 
fo rm u la  the  co ld  w a r w a rr io rs  
lik e  to  use to  th e ir  ow n purpose.

Stone’s descrip tion  o f the “ re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  forces”  as a “ curious 
m elange o f M aoism  and S ta lin ism  
w ith  Negro na tion a lism ”  is re a lly  
no t up  to h is usual h igh  stand­
ards o f jo u rn a lis tic  accuracy. I f  
such a strange m elange does exist, 
i t  accounts fo r  o n ly  a t in y  p a rt 
o f the  a n tiw a r m ovem ent.

Those whose sym path ies lie  
w ith  the  V ietnam ese g u e rr illa s  and 
the D om in ican  con s titu tion a lis ts  as 
against the  au thors o f U.S. im ­
p e r ia lis t po licy , and w ho  v ie w  
re v o lu tio n a ry  change in  the U.S. 
as desirab le and necessary, are the 
g reat m a jo r ity  o f the younger ac­
tiv is ts  in  the m ovem ent.

These re v o lu tio n a ry  forces in ­
c lude a v a r ie ty  o f ideo log ica l 
tendencies and a lo t  o f people fro m  
no p a r tic u la r  tendency a t a ll. They 
are b y  fa r  the  m ost dynam ic , suc­
cessful and least sectarian section 
o f the  m ovem ent and have been 
responsib le fo r  d ragg ing  the o ther

. . . Deacons
(Continued fro m  Page 1) 

and b ricks . S ix teen Negroes were 
taken to  the  hosp ita l w ith  in ­
ju ries .

sections along.
As fo r  “ agents provoca teurs,”  

they  are the  p roducts  o f the 
po lice agencies, and any m ove­
m en t in c u rr in g  the  w ra th  o f such 
agencies should bew are o f w ild  
schemes. B u t Stone’s use o f the 
te rm  in  connection w ith  any ideo l­
og ica l tendency in  the  m ovem ent 
is w ro ng  and reckless to  say the 
least. Such accusations have in  
the  past been used as a w itc h ­
h u n t device to  stop discussion and 
exclude ideo log ica l tendencies w ith  
w h ic h  the  accusers disagree. The 
o n ly  e xc lud ing  th a t should be done 
is the  exclusion o f th is  b ru ta l and 
dangerous m ethod o f argu ing. 
Once again, ju d g in g  fro m  Stone’s 
exce lle n t c iv i l  lib e rtie s  record, we 
tru s t  he d id n ’t  mean i t  th a t way, 
b u t i t  is  a reg re ttab le  fo rm u la tio n  
a ll the  same.

A  ce n tra l p o in t in  Stone’s piece 
seems to  be a concern th a t the  
new  m ovem ent n o t be sidetracked 
in to  irre leva nce  th rou gh  su ic ida l 
adventures o r iso la ted acts o f c iv i l 
disobedience. T h is  is a construc­
t iv e  concern in  the sense tha t the 
m ovem ent m us t a im  a t becom ing a 
mass m ovem ent in  o rd e r to  de­
ve lop s ig n if ic a n t pow e r against 
the  w a r. C iv il disobedience can be 
an e ffec tive  tac tic  b y  a mass m ove­
m ent, b u t iso la ted  o r p re m atu re  
actions can lead to  d iss ipa tion  o f 
energies, unnecessary v ic tim iz a tio n  
and d is illu s io nm e n t. The activ is ts  
in  the  m ovem ent should avo id  the 
illu s io n  th a t the  m o ra l outrage o f 
a h a n d fu l can subs titu te  fo r  mass 
action. 

Stone puts g reat stress on the 
need fo r  educa tiona l a c tiv ity , on 
the o p p o rtu n ity  o f the m ovem ent 
to  w id e n  the  debate, begun by  the 
teach-ins, on V ie tn am  and the cold 
w a r. T h is  is im p o rta n t, since the

m yths  o f the cold w ar, in c lu d in g  
red -ba iting  hyste ria , ju s t ify  tre a t­
in g  people ca lled “ com m un is t”  as 
anti-hum an, napa lm  bom bing 
them , in v a d in g  them , and so on.

W hen ce rta in  tendencies— w h ich  
Stone w o u ld  presum ably p u t 
among the “ dem ocra tic  forces”  —  
in s is t on exc lu d in g  le ft is ts  fro m  
the  m ovem ent, o r re fuse to  p a r tic i­
pate in  com m on actions around 
po in ts o f com m on agreement, they 
are no t educa ting  fo r  w h a t Stone 
ca lls  “ re co n c ilia tio n .”  T hey  are go­
in g  along w ith  the  co ld  w a r hys­
te ria . Indeed, i f  these tendencies 
re a lly  w a n t to  express “ dem­
ocra tic ”  norm s and h e lp  re-educate 
the  A m e rica n  people to  overcom e 
the hys te rica l an ti-red  atm osphere 
w h ic h  excuses V ie tnam s, they 
should take  eve ry  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
m ake a dem onstra tion  o f w o rk in g  
toge ther w ith  le ft is ts  on po in ts  o f 
com m on agreem ent —  in c lu d in g  
the  C om m unis t P a r ty  s p e c ifica lly  
since i t  is  s t i l l  a c h ie f w h ip p in g  
boy o f the cold w a rr io rs .

* These inc lude : Dave D e lling e r, 
“ M a rch  on W ash ing ton and Its  
C ritic s ,”  (M a y  L ib e ra t io n ) ;  R obert 
P ickus, “ P o lit ic a l In te g r ity  and Its  
C ritic s ,”  ( June-Ju ly  L ib e ra tio n ) ;  
B aya rd  R ustin , “ F ro m  P rotest to  
P o litic s ,”  (F eb .  C o m m enta ry ) ;  
S taughton Lynd ,  “ C o a lition  P o l­
it ic s  o r N o n -V io le n t R e vo lu tion ,”  
(answ er to  R ustin  in  June-Ju ly  
L ib e ra t io n ) ;  Jack S m ith , tw o  a r­
tic les  on the  peace m ovem ent 
(June  19 and 26 N a tio n a l G ua r­
d ia n ) ;  “ The SDS M a rch  on W ash­
in g to n ”  and “ U p  fro m  I r r e l­
evance,”  (S p rin g  Stud ies on the  
L e f t ) ; A n d re w  H opkins, “ O f, B y  
and F o r the  Poor: The N ew  Gen­
e ra tion  o f S tuden t O rgan izers,”  
(June 19 New  R e p u b lic ).

Dorothy Johnson Dies

B R O W N S V ILL E , Tenn., J u ly  14 
—  N o trace has been found  of 
R obert W a lle r, a 16-year-old Negro 
w h o  disappeared in  H ayw ood 
C oun ty  a fte r  ob jections by  some 
w h ite  fa rm ers  to  the  fa c t th a t the 
you th  and s ix  o ther Negroes had 
fed e ra l A g r ic u ltu re  Dept. jobs.

The  seven Negroes w ere the 
f ir s t  o f th e ir  race to  be em ployed 
b y  the  lo ca l A g r ic u ltu ra l S ta b il i­
za tion  and C onservation  Service 
(A S C S ). T h e ir  jo b  is  m easuring  
cotton acreage. W a lle r  was at w o rk  
J u ly  7 w hen he was p icked up by  
D e p u ty  S h e r if f  John George 
(B u d d y ) S u lliv a n  and charged 
w ith  “ indecent exposure.”  S u lliva n  
cla im s the  you th  escaped.

R obert S m ith , m anager o f the 
H ayw ood C oun ty  ASCS o ffice  said 
W a lle r  “ d id  good w o rk , h is a t t i­
tude was good and he never gave 
us a m in u te ’s troub le .”  Jus t be­
fo re  h is  arrest, W a lle r  had mea­
sured the fie ld s  o f th ree w e ll- 
kn o w n  Negro fa rm ers, a l l o f w hom  
te s tify  th a t the  you th  had ta lked 
and laughed w ith  them  and be­
haved n o rm a lly .

N EW  Y O R K  —  D o ro th y  John­
son, fo rm e r business m anager o f 
The M il ita n t ,  d ied here J u ly  3. 
She was 41 years o ld  and had 
been a devoted and active  m em ­
b e r o f the  S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
fo r  the  past 20 years.

B o rn  D o ro th y  Jane H ilb e rg  in  
A sh land, K y ., on Oct. 4, 1923, and 
ra ised in  th a t state, she attended 
Berea College, a w o rk  college 
o r ig in a lly  founded b y  ab o lition is ts  
fo r  K e n tu c k y  m ounta ineers. The 
second W o rld  W ar was in  progress 
d u r in g  h e r s tuden t days a t Berea 
and she expressed he r opposition 
to  the  s laughter b y  becom ing a 
m il ita n t  p a c if is t and m em ber o f 
the  F e llow sh ip  o f R econcilia tion .

L a te r she m oved to  Los Angeles, 
C a lif., and came in  contact w ith  
re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t ideas as a 
re s u lt o f  the mass an tifasc is t dem ­
onstra tions in  1945 in  th a t c ity  
against the  ra c is t G era ld  L . K . 
S m ith . She jo in e d  the lo ca l b ranch  
o f the  Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , 
w h ic h  had in it ia te d  those dem on­
stra tions.

F ro m  the m om ent she jo ined  
the p a r ty  a t the  age o f 21 she 
was one o f its  m ost ac tive  and 
ta len ted  m em bers. She w o rked  as 
a w a itress and as a sew ing m a­
chine opera to r and was a m em ­
be r o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm en t W orke rs  U n ion . D u rin g  
the  1947 IL G W U  organ iz ing  d riv e  
in  Los Angeles she was a p icke t 
cap ta in  in  the  Cal T e x  s trike . H e r 
a c tiv itie s  a ttrac ted  such a tten tion  
she was o ffe red  a pa id  position 
w ith  the  U n ite d  A u to  W orkers. 
She declined th is  o ffe r  so she 
cou ld con tinue  to  devote h e r fu l l  
energies to  the  Socia list W orkers  
P a rty .

She came to  N ew  Y o rk  as a 
delegate to  the  1948 na tion a l con­
ven tion  o f the p a rty , stayed on 
to  he lp  fou nd  the y o u th  branch 
in  N ew  Y o rk , and was one o f the 
s ta lw a rts  o f the p a r ty  d u r in g  the 
d i f f ic u lt  pe riod  o f M cC arthy ism . 
She was ou ts tand ing  a t alm ost 
any task she unde rtook, f ro m  se ll­
in g  subscrip tions to  The M il i ta n t  
to  co llec tin g  signatures on peti-

Dorothy Johnson

tions p u ttin g  soc ia lis t candidates 
on the  b a llo t, and was an excep­
t io n a lly  good s tuden t o f M a rx ism .

She served as fu ll- t im e  business 
m anager o f The M il i ta n t  u n t i l  a 
serious illness —  she su ffe red  a 
nervous b re akd ow n  —  ove rtook  
her in  1955. Even a fte r  tha t, ex ­
cept fo r  b r ie f  periods in  the hos­
p ita l, she rem a ined an active  p a r ty  
m em ber and was a lw ays in vo lve d  
in  some im p o rta n t assignm ent such 
as bookkeep ing o r do ing a research 
p ro jec t. She su ffe red  a relapse re ­
cen tly  and he r death was due to 
suicide b y  gas.

In  he r la s t years, D o ro th y  kep t 
to  he rse lf fo r  the  m ost p a r t  and 
d id  h e r w o rk  fo r  the p a r ty  q u ie tly , 
o ften  com ing to  the headquarters 
on a Sunday w hen no one else 
was around. She had been in  the 
headquarters do ing some book­
keeping ju s t a w eek before her 
death. She was beloved b y  he r 
m any fr ie n d s  and w i l l  be rem em ­
bered b y  h e r colleagues in  the 
p a rty  as one o f th e ir  f in e s t com­
rades.
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Interview with Eugene Genovese

Professor Attacked for Teach-in Stand

THE SOUTHERN FREEDOM  
M O VEM ENT IN  PERSPECTIVE  
by Ann Braden. M on th ly  Re­
view , July-August, 1965 issue. 
96 pp., $1.

T h is  a rtic le , w h ic h  takes up the 
e n tire  issue, is an h is to r ic a l su r­
vey  o f the  m odern  S outhern s trug ­
gle  together w ith  discussion o f 
some o f the  m a jo r prob lem s and 
argum ents w ith in  the  m ovem ent. 
In  both respects, w h ile  no t com­
plete, i t  is an e xce p tio na lly  sen­
s it iv e  and tho ugh t p ro vo k in g  con­
tr ib u tio n  b y  an ac tive  p a rtic ip a n t 
w h o  is also fin e  w r ite r .

F o r those no t fa m il ia r  w ith  the 
h is to ry  o f the  S outhern freedom  
strugg le  since the Second W o rld  
W ar, th is  w i l l  be an in va lu ab le  
ou tlin e . F o r those w ho  rem em ber 
the , events, read ing  about them  
a ll together adds perspective. F o r 
those w ho  w o u ld  understand the 
th in k in g  o f the  ac tiv is ts  in  the 
m ovem ent, th is  a rtic le  is a m ust.

In  i t  are sketched a ll the  h igh  
po in ts  o f the  s trugg le  since the 
M on tgom ery bus boyco tt o f 1955. 
T he  ro le  o f such im p o rta n t, b u t 
o ften  obscured figu res  as E. D. 
N ix o n  o f M on tgom ery, as w e ll as 
the  con trib u tio n s  o f a l l the  m a jo r 
organ izations are dea lt w ith  in  an 
ob je c tive  —  i f  la rg e ly  u n c r it ic a l —  
w ay. Inc lu de d  are the  b ir th  o f 
M a r t in  L u th e r  K in g ’s Southern 
C h ris tia n  Leadersh ip  Conference; 
the  s tudent s it-in  re v o lt o f 1960-61; 
the N a sh v ille  s tudent m ovem ent 
w h ic h  produced m any SCLC and 
SNCC leaders; the  Freedom  R id e s ;. 
R obert W illia m s  and the M onroe 
m ovem en t; M cCom b, M iss iss ipp i; 
the mass m ovem ent in  A lb a n y , 
Ga.; the B irm in g h a m  dem onstra­
tions  o f 1963; the  M arch  on W ash­
ing ton  ( in c lu d in g  the  censorship 
o f the speech o f SNCC C ha irm an 
John L e w is ) ; the  M iss iss ipp i F ree­
dom  D em ocratic  P a rty ; the  M is ­
sissippi S um m er P ro je c t o f 1964; 
the  con fro n ta tio n  o f the A tla n tic  
C ity  D em ocra tic  P a rty  conven tion ; 
and Selma, A la .

A m ong the issues touched upon 
fo r  discussion are: nonvio lence;
se lf defense (the  au tho r w arns 
against condem ning those, such as 
the  Deacons, w ho  organize i t ) ; 
co m m u n ity  w o rk ; the  question o f 
leadersh ip ; red -ba iting ; b lack  and 
w h ite  p a rtic ip a tio n ; “ co a litio n  po l­
it ic s ” ; and the in flue nce  o f socia lis t 
ideas w ith in  the  m ovem ent.

— Fred Halstead

VIET-R EPO R T: An Em er­
gency News Bulletin on South­
east Asian Affairs. Published by 
VIET-R EPO R T, Inc., 133 West 
72nd St., New York, N. Y. 
10023. Year subscription $5; 
single copy 50c; special rates 
for bulk purchases.

V IE T-R E P O R T  is  a new  m o n th ly  
m agazine whose f ir s t  issue was 
pub lished  th is  m onth . The spon­
sors o f the m agazine are lis te d  as 
the  U n iv e rs ity  C om m ittee  to  P ro ­
test the  W ar, and th ree  in d iv id ­
ua ls: H e n ry  W . Edgerton, George 
R aw itsche r and B e n ja m in  Spock.

The f ir s t  issue is f u l l  o f use fu l 
in fo rm a tio n  about V ie tn a m  and the  
w a r. “ Ins ide  V ie tcong  T e r r ito ry ”  
by  Georges C h a ffa rd  is the  re p o rt 
o f a respected F rench  jo u rn a lis t 
w ho  in te rv ie w e d  m any leaders o f 
the N a tio n a l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t and 
trave led  in  the  lib e ra te d  zones. 
The account was f ir s t  pub lished  in  
the F rench  new sw eekly  L ’Express  
in  A p r i l.

B e rn a rd  B. F a ll, an e xp e rt on 
the  w a r and a u th o r o f The T w o  
Viet-N am s, has con tribu te d  an a r­
t ic le  c it in g  facts and figu res  w h ic h  
show th a t the  w a r  in  V ie tn am  is 
a lready  ju s t as b ig  and b ru ta l as

the K orean w a r was —  especia lly  
fo r  the c iv ilia ns .

S taughton L y n d  rev iew s tw o  
books on the w a r in  V ie tn am  w r i t ­
ten  fro m  opposing po in ts o f v ie w : 
The M ak in g  o f a Q uagm ire , by  
D a v id  H a lbe rs tam ; and V ie tnam , 
Ins ide S to ry  o f the G u e rr illa  W ar, 
b y  W ilfre d  B u rch e tt. O th e r con­
tr ib u to rs  to the issue inc lude : John 
M cD erm ott, in s tru c to r in  ph ilos­
ophy a t Long  Is lan d  U n iv e rs ity ; 
S tan ley M ille t ,  cha irm an o f the 
depa rtm ent o f p o lit ic a l science at 
A d e lp h i U n iv e rs ity ; and M a rt in  
N icolaus, a graduate s tuden t in  
sociology a t  B rande is U n iv e rs ity .

T hough m ost o f the  m agazine is 
devoted to  in fo rm a tio n  abou t V ie t­
nam , a le tte r  fro m  S taughton 
L y n d  o ffe r in g  suggestions about 
w h a t the  a n tiw a r m ovem ent 
shou ld  do n e x t is o f special in te r ­
est. H is  suggestions fo r  th is  sum ­
m e r are:

“ T h a t professors organ ize them ­
selves in  a p a ra lle l Senate F ore ign  
R e la tions C om m ittee, ho ld  the 
hearings in  W ash ing ton the  Senate 
com m ittee  has fa ile d  to  ho ld , and 
con tinue u n t i l  B u n d y  shows up.

“ T h a t the re  be convened in  
A m erica  a new  crim es tr ib u n a l, 
made up o f m en whose s p ir itu a l 
a u th o r ity  is unquestionab le  such 
as V inoba  Bhave, D a n ilo  D o lc i, 
P asto r N iem oe lle r, M ichae l Scott, 
and h o p e fu lly  M a rt in  L u th e r  K in g , 
w ho w o u ld  conduct an in q u iry  in to  
the m o ra l re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  the 
h o rro r in  V ie tnam .

“ T h a t there come toge ther in  
W ashington a new  con tine n ta l con­
gress made up o f representatives 
fro m  com m u n ity  un ions, F reedom  
P arties  and campus groups, w h ich  
w o u ld  say in  e ffec t: T h is  is a 
desperate s itu a tio n ; o u r govern­
m en t no longer represents us; le t 
us see w h a t needs to  be done.

“ U nde r the aegis o f th is  congress 
mass c iv i l  disobedience cou ld take 
place on such sym bo lic  dates as 
H irosh im a  D ay and La b o r D ay.”

I t  is  to  be hoped th a t V IE T  
REPO RT  w i l l  be able to  p la y  a 
v ita l ro le  in  p ro v id in g  bo th  ac­
cura te  in fo rm a tio n  abou t V ie tnam  
and an open fo ru m  w here  the 
po lic ies o f the  a n tiw a r m ovem ent 
can be discussed.

— David Herman

Committee Opposed 
To War in Vietnam 
Organized in N.Y.C.

N E W  Y O R K  —  In  th is  c ity , as 
in  m any o th e r places across the 
cou n try , va rious com m ittees to 
p ro test the  w a r in  V ie tn am  popped 
up a fte r  the A p r i l  17 M a rch  on 
W ashington. In  N ew  Y o rk , a c ity - 
w ide  group, ca lled  the N ew  Y o r k  
C om m ittee  to  E nd the W a r in  
V ie tnam , has been fo rm ed.

A cco rd in g  to  Sue S chw artz , a 
leader o f the  new  organ ization, 
ove r 200 people are a lready ac­
t iv e ly  in vo lve d  in  the  C om m ittee ’s 
w o rk .

The C om m ittee  is composed o f 
s ix  d iffe re n t ne ighborhood groups, 
a research com m ittee and a cen­
t r a l coo rd ina tin g  o ffice . The 
ne ighborhood groups c a rry  on such 
a c tiv itie s  as d is tr ib u tin g  lea fle ts  at 
movies, superm arkets and parks; 
se tting  up  tables on sidew a lks w ith  
in fo rm a tio n  on V ie tn am ; speaking 
a t churches, c iv i l r ig h ts  groups, 
teenage groups, etc.; and h o ld ing  
street m eetings and sem inars.

N ew  Y o rke rs  in te rested  in  con­
tac tin g  th is  C om m ittee  can f in d  
them  a t 1165 B roadw ay. Phone: 
889-5793.

By Evelyn Reed
Professor Eugene D. Genovese 

o f the h is to ry  departm ent at 
Rutgers, the  state u n iv e rs ity  o f 
N ew  Jersey, and an e d ito r  o f 
Studies on the L e ft, has been un ­
der a ttack  fo r  h is condem nation o f 
Johnson’s “ d ir ty  w a r”  in  V ie tn am  
and h is fo r th r ig h t  sym pa thy  w ith  
the  N a tion a l L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t re v ­
o lu tion is ts . He was one o f eleven 
fa c u lty  m em bers, in c lu d in g  P ro ­
fessor A le xa n d e r (a  m em ber o f 
the  S oc ia lis t P a r ty ’s na tio n a l com­
m itte e ) and P rofessor Susman o f 
the  h is to ry  departm ent, w h o  p a r­
t ic ip a ted  in  a teach-in a t the  u n i­
v e rs ity  las t A p r i l.

The cam paign against h im  has 
become a foca l p o in t in  the de­
fense o f academ ic freedom  in  the 
g reat debate on U.S. fo re ign  p o l­
ic y  ag ita tin g  the  campuses today. 
H ere are some h ig h lig h ts  o f a re ­
cent in te rv ie w  w ith  Professor 
Genovese.

H ow  did the Rutgers teach-in  
develop?

O u r tea ch -in  was in it ia te d  by  
Professor Zenchelsky o f the  chem ­
is try  departm ent. I t  began a t m id ­
n ig h t on Thursday, A p r i l  22 and 
con tinued u n t i l  e igh t the  ne x t 
m orn ing . A lm o s t a thousand s tu ­
dents crow ded in to  Scott H a ll;  
hundreds o f others cou ldn ’t  get 
in . A lm o s t a l l stayed th rou gh  the 
n igh t. T h is  tu rn o u t surp rised the  
organizers since Rutgers has been 
regarded as a conserva tive  campus 
w ith  v e ry  l i t t le  p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity .

W hat were the principal views 
presented and how did the stu­
dents react?

M any o f the  students came w ith  
th e ir  m inds made up in  advance. 
A b o u t h a lf  had a strong  a n tiw a r 
sen tim ent; others had v a ry in g  de­
grees o f reservations. B y  s ix  in  
the m orn ing , ap a rt fro m  a sm all 
g roup o f s tr id e n t r ig h t-w in g e rs , 
i t ’s fa ir  to  say th a t the  sen tim ent 
had sh ifte d  h e a v ily  ove r to the 
a n tiw a r position.

P rofessor A le xa n d e r m odera te ly  
supported U.S. po licy . The m ost 
aggressive de fender o f the ad m in ­
is tra tio n  was W ill ia m  F itz p a tr ic k , 
E ng lish  pro fessor and adviser to 
the  Rutgers-Doug lass C onservative 
C lub. He b lu n t ly  stated: “ We are 
f ig h t in g  in  V ie tn am  no t to  save 
o u r ‘ l i t t le  b ro w n  b ro th e rs ’ b u t to 
save ourselves.”  H is  w a r-h a w k  
posture was sca th ing ly  in d ic te d  by 
h is to ry  depa rtm ent P rofessor Sus­
m an w ho received th ree  s tand ing 
ovations fro m  the  great m a jo r ity  
o f the  audience.

W hat did you say on Vietnam?
I  made clear th a t m y v iew s 

w ere based upon a M a rx is t and 
S ocia lis t position. I  stated th a t I  
d id  no t fe a r o r reg re t the im pend­
in g  V ie tcong  v ic to ry  —  I  w e l­
comed it .  M y  genera l them e was 
th a t socia lism  on a w o r ld  scale 
he ld  o u t th e  best hope fo r  eco­
nom ic and social progress, fo r  po­
l i t ic a l and in te lle c tu a l freedom , 
and fo r  an e n d u rin g  peace. W h ile  
I  tho ugh t the  w a r in  V ie tn am  
cou ld be b ro ug h t to  a conclusion, 
w e  w o u ld  have to  face m any m ore 
V ie tnam s u n t i l  cap ita lism , a sys­
tem  th a t th ro ttle s  peoples eve ry ­
w here , was rep laced b y  socialism , 
w h ich  has no need fo r  such oppres­
sions.

How  did the students receive 
these remarks?

The speech was, I  th in k , gen­
erously  applauded. T h is  d id  no t 
necessarily in d ica te  suppo rt fo r  
e ve ry th in g  I  said b u t ra th e r ap­
p re c ia tion  fo r  the  f ra n k  presenta­
t io n  o f a socia lis t v ie w p o in t. In  
the fo llo w in g  days dozens o f s tu ­
dents came to  the  h is to ry  de pa rt­
m ent o ffic e  and congra tu la ted  us 
fo r  h o ld in g  the  panel. T hey  fe lt  
v e ry  s tro n g ly  i t  was the  k in d  o f 
discussion w h ic h  had been m iss­
in g  fo r  so long fro m  the  campus.

Who has mounted the campaign 
against you?

T here  has been considerable 
r ig h t-w in g  e ffo r t  in  the  attack. 
The B irc h  Society is q u ite  pow er­
fu l in  N ew  Jersey. A t  th e ir  state 
conven tion  in  M ay, the  Y oung Re­
pub licans passed a reso lu tion  de­
m and ing  an in ves tig a tion  o f teach­

in g  a t Rutgers in  the l ig h t  o f m y 
speech. Then  the A m vets  passed 
a s im ila r  reso lu tion  saying I  should 
be th ro w n  ou t o f R utgers and no t 
a llow ed to  teach anyw here. There 
have been the usual “ c ra n k ”  le t­
ters w r it te n  to the  newspapers 
against com m unist professors “ co r­
ru p tin g ”  the  m inds o f the  you th  
at a state u n iv e rs ity .

A  tw o -m a n  in fo rm a l le g is la tive  
com m ittee  investiga ted  the  teach- 
in  and especia lly m y  p a rtic ip a tio n  
and b ro ug h t in  an astound ing rec­
om m endation . T hey  ad m itte d  th a t 
the re  w ere  no grounds fo r  ac tion  
b u t ca lled  on the Board  o f G ov­
ernors to  rev ise  its  approach to  
academ ic freedom . I  suspect th a t 
the re  is a long, h a rd  f ig h t  ahead.

W hat has been the attitude of 
the university administration?

N e ith e r the  u n iv e rs ity  o ff ic ia ls  
n o r the  B oard  o f G overnors  have 
said a n y th in g  abou t the  s itua tion . 
I  have seen no in d ic a tio n  o f any 
w eaken ing  in  th e ir  defense o f 
academ ic freedom  up to  th is  po in t.

M y  opponents are on un tenab le  
grounds since I  have never used 
the  classroom  as a p o lit ic a l soap­
box and have had good re la tions  
w ith  students o f a ll op in ions. I  am 
fra n k ly  a soc ia lis t a lthough  I  do 
no t be long to  any o f the  le f t -w in g  
parties. I f  I  should ever come to  
w h o le he a rted ly  agree w ith  such a 
p a rty  I  w o u ld  n o t hesitate to  jo in . 
M y  present nonm em bersh ip is no t 
due to  concern abou t m y  academic 
career, b u t a t present m y com m it­
m ents are so le ly  ideo log ica l.

W hat support have you re ­
ceived?

C u rio u s ly  enough, a lthough  a 
fe w  com m entators have launched 
a ba rrage  against me, the  N ew  
Jersey press has ge ne ra lly  been 
q u ite  fa ir .  G ove rno r Hughes, w h ile  
expressing disagreem ent w ith  m y 
“ pre jud ices and op in ions,”  has up ­
he ld  m y  r ig h t to teach and ho ld  
m y op in ions. S tudents have w r i t ­
ten  le tte rs  to  the  p o litic ia n s  and 
papers ba ck ing  m y  r ig h t  to  free 
speech. I  regard  th is  as a he a lth y  
sign o f the  times.

The c lim a te  o f the academic 
com m u n ity  today is ve ry  d iffe re n t 
fro m  the  1950’s. A t  th a t tim e  some 
u n iv e rs ity  professors w ere  f ire d ; 
others w ere h u m ilia te d  and the re  
was m uch b reas t-bea ting  and re -

Cubans Free 
Followers 
Of Posadas

In  a le tte r  pub lished in  the 
A p r i l  issue o f the M ex ican  Voz 
O brera , J. Posadas, leader o f a 
g roup  w h ich  s p lit  fro m  the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l several years ago, 
announced th a t “ a l l o f o u r Cuban 
comrades”  have been released 
fro m  prison . Posadas cla im s to  be 
the head o f the w o r ld  T ro ts k y is t 
m ovem ent, and h is fo llo w e rs  in  
Cuba are o ften  re fe rre d  to as “ the  
Cuban T ro tsky is ts .”

Posadas’ le tte r  p rovides fe w  de­
ta ils  about the a rres t and im ­
prisonm ent o f h is  fo llo w e rs  o r 
how  th e ir  release was b ro ug h t 
about. He does m en tion  th a t w h ile  
in  p rison  th e y  w e re  in  charge o f 
conducting  courses on M a rx ism  
fo r  the inm ates.

A n  a rtic le  in  the  Ja n u a ry -F e b - 
ru a ry  issue o f Spartac is t, by  one 
o f the  m agazine’s supporters w ho 
p a rtic ip a te d  in  the t r ip  to  Cuba 
b y  A m erican  students last sum ­
m er, gives a m ore  de ta iled  ac­
count, based on in te rv ie w s  w ith  
Leon F e rre ra , son o f the im ­
prisoned leader o f the  Posadas 
fo llow e rs . A cco rd in g  to  th is  ac­
count, f iv e  w ere  arrested d u rin g  
the  pe riod  fro m  N ovem ber 1963 
th rough  the spring  o f 1964, and 
sentenced to  te rm s o f fro m  tw o  
to n ine  years in  prison. Those in ­
vo lved  w ere : Andres A lfonso,
F lo r id ia  Fraga, R icardo F e rra ra , 
R oberto  T e je ra  and Id a lb e rto  F e r­
rera .

can ta tion . W h ile  a deepening o f 
the  V ie tn am  w a r m ig h t create a 
s im ila r  hyste ria , i t  is th is  v e ry  
w a r w h ic h  has shaken up the 
campuses and produced the  teach- 
ins.

I  th in k  the  facu lties  r ig h t  now 
are even m ore de te rm ined  and e f­
fe c tive  tha n  the  students. Un­
der M cC a rth y ism  m any o f them  
buck led  o u t o f cow ard ice. This 
created a te r r ib le  c o n flic t o f con­
science w h ic h  I  hope w o u ld  de te r 
such a re p e tit io n  today.

M oreover, the  events a t B e rk ­
e ley have had th e ir  repercussions. 
S evera l leg is la tors have p r iv a te ly  
com m ented: “ W e don’t  w a n t an­
o th e r C a lifo rn ia  in  N ew  Jersey!”  
W e are p roud  o f o u r w o rk  in 
b u ild in g  R utgers ’ re p u ta tio n  as a 
deve lop ing  u n iv e rs ity , p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  o u r h is to ry  departm ent. Any 
k in d  o f purge w o u ld  ruin the 
re p u ta tio n  o f the  u n iv e rs ity . No  
u n iv e rs ity  can hope to  a tta in  o r 
keep a na tio n a l re p u ta tio n  while 
pe na liz ing  teachers fo r  th e ir  o p in ­
ions.

W hat are the issues i n : y o u r 
case?

The p rim e  one o f course is  the 
defense o f academ ic freedom . This 
issue is fa r  c lea re r in  m y  case 
than  in  some others since I  am  
an avowed M a rx is t  on the  faculty 
o f a state u n ive rs ity .

W hat prospects do the teach-ins 
hold fo r the antiw ar movement?

T here  is a g ro w in g  de te rm in a ­
t io n  on campuses across the  coun­
t r y  to  m ob ilize  fa c u lty  and s tu ­
dents in  c r it ic is m  and opposition  
to U.S. fo re ig n  p o lic y  as a w h o le  
ra th e r tha n  rea c ting  to  each issue 
as i t  comes up. Some k in d  o f 
pe rm anent a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  o r ­
gan iza tion  m ay w e ll emerge fro m  
th is  trend .

The  in it ia t iv e  has ge ne ra lly  been 
taken by  in d iv id u a ls  w ho  a re  no t 
socialists b u t w h o  do fe e l th a t 
A m erican  fo re ign  p o lic y  is b a nk­
ru p t. T hey  are w o rr ie d  about 
nuc lear w a r. They w a n t to  see 
some sa n ity  in tro du ced  in to  the 
s itua tion . T hey  w o u ld  l ik e  some 
k in d  o f nego tia tions w ith  the  So­
v ie t U n ion , C h ina  and Cuba. I  
be lieve the  op po rtu n itie s  fo r  b u ild ­
in g  an a n tiw a r m ovem ent on  the  
campuses are fa r  m ore favo ra b le  
today tha n  a t any prev ious tim e.
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Peking's Opportunism
Peking’s unseemly haste in  g ran ting  recognition to the new 

m ilita r is t regim e in  A lgeria  stands in  g la ring  contrast to  the June 
26 a ttack on the Boumedienne regime by F ide l Castro (the greater 
p a rt o f w hich is published in  th is  issue o f The M ilita n t) .  A p ­
pa ren tly  m ore im portan t to Peking than the th rea t to the A lgerian  
revo lu tion  posed by the r ig h t-w in g  m ilita ris ts , was the A fro -  
Asian Conference scheduled fo r A lg iers, w h ich  China intended to 
use as a propaganda p la tfo rm  in  its polem ic w ith  Moscow.

Chinese recognition o f Boumedienne had qu ick repercussions 
in  A lge ria  itse lf. “ Students in  A lg ie rs , ”  A lexander W erth  reports 
in  the N ation  Ju ly  19, “ thereupon p u b lic ly  burned the Chinese 
flag. The Chinese were in  bad company: S yria  was the on ly A rab 
country th a t hastened to recognize Boumedienne; among the few  
other ‘Bandung’ powers to do so were South V ietnam , Indonesia 
and E th iop ia . ”

N ot unexpectedly, Peking has already tr ie d  to hedge on the 
issue. I n  a speech in  Cairo, June 24, Chinese P rem ier Chou fe lt 
constrained to “ exp la in ”  Peking’s a ttitude  tow ard  the coup. “ A  
fe w  days ago, ”  he declared, “ a revo lu tiona ry  council was set up 
in  A lgeria . Th is is en tire ly  an in te rna l a ffa ir  o f A lgeria . China 
never, in terferes in  other countries’ in te rna l a ffa irs . ”  ( Hsinhua, 
June 24)

This is a ra ther dubious contention i f  one recalls tha t China 
has been engaged in  a frenetic  pub lic  polem ic against the Soviet 
Union fo r  years, and tha t i t  was precisely in  order to  u tilize  the 
Bandung Conference in  A lg ie rs as a p la tfo rm  fo r a ttack ing  the 
K re m lin  th a t Peking rushed to recognize Col. Boumedienne.

In  s ta rk  contrast to  th is  narrow  factional approach is F ide l 
Castro’s speech. A d m ittin g  tha t his c ritic ism  of Boumedienne 
m ig h t endanger re lations between Cuba and A lgeria , Castro con­
sidered th is  subordinate to his revo lu tiona ry  obligation to w arn 
the A lgerian  people against the dangers inherent in  a m ilita r is t 
regime.

In  po in ting  out th a t the danger o f the coup was w e ll know n 
fo r  months beforehand, even to Ben Bella him self, Castro gen­
erously a ttribu tes Ben B e lla ’s fa ilu re  to prevent the coup to Ben 
B e lla ’s “ kindness and n o b ility . ”  Here, too, revo lu tiona ry  tru th  
m ust be served.

Ben Bella  attempted to stabilize his regime in  a typ ica l Bona- 
pa rtis t fashion by balancing h im se lf between the hostile class 
forces in  the A lgerian  revo lu tion. Instead o f deepening the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  consciousness of the masses by developing w orkers ’ and 
peasants’ democracy, by extending the agrarian reform , and m ov­
ing  decisively tow ard  nationa liz ing  the s til l immense cap ita lis t 
holdings in  A lgeria , Ben Be lla  attempted to compromise w ith  
an tirevo lu tiona ry  interests against the interests o f the masses.

The Boumedienne coup demonstrates in  a negative w ay w hat 
the  Cuban revo lu tion  proves positive ly , tha t in  the underdeveloped 
w o rld  today, the revo lu tion  must be carried through to the end, 
to  a t ru ly  socialist conclusion, i f  i t  is to survive  the deadly th reat 
o f counterrevolution.

A Third Continental Congress
Staughton L ynd  has raised the idea of a T h ird  Continental 

Congress against the V ie tnam  w ar (see June -Ju ly  L ib e ra tion ). 
Such a Congress w ou ld  be an im p orta n t step fo rw a rd  fo r the 
a n tiw a r movement.

The Am erican people have no say whatever in  the determ ina­
tio n  o f w hether the U . S. w i l l  continue its  u n jus t and b ru ta l in ­
te rvention  in  the Vietnamese c iv il w ar. A lthough  the sons and 
brothers o f o rd ina ry  people w i l l  be the ones who die in  V ietnam , 
the decisions about the w ar are being made behind the backs of 
the people by a t in y  handfu l of cap ita lis t po litic ians in  W ashing­
ton.

A  T h ird  C ontinental Congress w ould, by its  ve ry  existence, 
dram atize the fact th a t the people are no t represented in  Wash­
ington, as they were not represented in  London when the f irs t 
tw o C ontinenta l Congresses were held du ring  the Am erican Revo­
lu tion , and w ou ld  raise the idea th a t the people have the r ig h t 
and should have the power to determ ine U . S. po licy toward 
Vietnam .

In  add ition  to the an tiw a r committees, c iv il r igh ts  organiza­
tions, tenants’ groups, labor unionists opposed to the warm onger­
ing  o f Meany and his cohorts, should a ll be encouraged to  p a rtic ­
ipate in  the congress. These groups a ll have a d irec t in terest in  
opposing the V ie tnam  w ar. The same forces behind the w ar are 
the forces w hich  perpetuate racism, defend the system w hich 
breeds poverty, press fo r antiunion laws, and are behind w itch  
hun t and reaction.

A l l  o f the socialist and communist parties should be inv ited  
to  partic ipate, both because th e ir  ideas are im portan t to  the a n ti­
w a r movement, and because “ anticom m unism , ”  w hich is used as 
the jus tif ica tio n  fo r the w ar, w i l l  be dealt a strong b low  thereby.

The T h ird  C ontinental Congress, i f  i t  is organized w ith  due 
regard to  effectiveness and tim ing , w ou ld  be a massive demon­
stration o f tens of thousands against the war. The discussions 
w h ich  w ou ld  take place there would  help to u n ify  the move­
ment and chart the next stage o f the struggle.

[T h e  fo llo w in g  exce rp t is  taken 
fro m  the u n o ff ic ia l te x t o f the 
speech F id e l Castro de live red  on 
June  26 to  the  Cuban students 
w ho  w ere  scheduled to  a ttend the 
N in th  W o rld  Y o u th  F es tiva l in  
A lg ie rs . In  h is  ta lk ,  C astro ex ­
p la ined  w h y  the  Cuban students 
w o u ld  n o t a ttend the  F es tiva l i f  
i t  w ere  he ld  in  A lg e ria . Subse­
quen tly , the  F es tiva l was can­
celed.

F o llo w in g  the p u b lica tio n  and 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f th is  speech in  A l ­
geria , the Boum edienne reg im e, 
on June  30, closed dow n Prensa  
L a tin a , the C uban press service 
there.

F u ll te x t o f the  speech m ay be 
obtained fro m  the Cuban M ission 
to  the U n ited  N ations, 6 East 67 
St., N ew  Y o rk , N . Y . 10021. ]

*  *  *

We are n o t go ing to  speak in  
d ip lo m a tic  language, w e  are going 
to  speak in  re v o lu tio n a ry  la n ­
guage. D ip lo m a tic  and re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  language are n o t a lw ays in  
con trad ic tion . Som etim es the y  are 
in  con trad ic tion , and o th e r tim es 
the y  are id en tica l. In  th is  case we 
w i l l  fo rg e t the  d ip lo m a tic  aspects 
o f the question and con fine  o u r­
selves to  the  c le a rly  re v o lu tio n a ry  
aspect.

W hy  beat around the  bush? W e 
cannot discuss th is  question w ith ­
ou t o ffe n d in g  a few  people even 
though the re  is no  in te n tio n  to 
o ffend  anyone.

W e cannot discuss th is  question 
w ith o u t c rea ting  en m ity . B u t in  
these circum stances w h a t is im ­
p o rta n t is the correct p o in t o f 
v ie w , a co rrec t and ob je c tive  anal­
ysis as fa r  as possible.

In  the  f ir s t  place, the  m il ita ry  
re v o lt w h ic h  o v e rth re w  the revo ­
lu tio n a ry  governm ent o f Ben B e l­
la is n o t and cannot be described 
by  anyone as a re v o lu tio n a ry  up­
ris ing .

C ris is W ith in  R evo lu tion

I t  is tru e  th a t the cris is  arose 
w ith in  the  R e vo lu tion  and among 
the ranks o f the  revo lu tiona rie s ; 
i t  is  also tru e  th a t the  m en w ho 
headed th a t u p ris in g  p layed  a 
p ro m in e n t ro le  in  the  strugg le  fo r  
the independence o f A lg e r ia ; and 
i t  is  also tru e  th a t am ong those 
figu res  the re  are m en w h o  had 
m a in ta ined  a good re v o lu tio n a ry  
lin e  up  to th is  m om ent, and o ther 
figu res  w ho  a lthough  the y  have 
p layed a d is tingu ished  ro le  in  the 
re v o lu tio n a ry  process d id  n o t have 
a good re v o lu tio n a ry  position .

In  ou r re la tio ns  w ith  A lg e ria  
we made contacts w ith  the  revo ­
lu tion a rie s , w ith  the  representa­
tives  o f th a t coun try , considering 
them  a ll as p a r t o f the  same th in g . 
W e m e t m any A lg e r ia n  personal­
ities, m any o f them  v is ite d  ou r 
cou n try ; m any o f them  discussed 
and he ld  w id e  exchanges o f in ­
fo rm a tio n  w ith  representatives o f 
o u r c o u n try  d u r in g  o u r v is its  
the re  o r th e ir  v is its  here. Some 
o f them  are today in  one cam p 
and some in  the  o th e r; some o f 
them  are v ic tim s  and some vic- 
tim izers.

B u t, fo rg e ttin g  names, figu res  
o r personalities, the  descrip tion  o f 
a m il i ta ry  re v o lt as re v o lu tio n a ry  
o r n o t depends essentia lly  on the 
facts. There  can be a re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  m il ita ry  re v o lt and in  th a t 
case i t  w o u ld  be m ore co rrec t to 
describe i t  as a re v o lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent ra th e r  tha n  a re vo lt. A  
re v o lt can also be som eth ing th a t 
is m ore c ru d e ly  described as a 
putsch, a m il i ta r y  seizure of 
pow e r o r a r ig h t-w in g  m il ita ry  
coup.

The ob jec tive  against w h ic h  the 
re v o lt is d irec ted  is, in  the  f ir s t  
place, one o f the  elem ents th a t 
de te rm ine  how  i t  is  described a l­
though its  de scrip tion  w i l l  n o t de­
pend on the ob je c tive  against 
w h ic h  i t  is d irec ted  b u t also on 
the ends i t  pursues.

O ver a decade ago, another 
N o rth  A fr ic a n  coun try , the  U n ited  
A ra b  R epub lic , was ru le d  b y  a 
k in g  nam ed Farouk?, a representa-
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tiv e  o f a feu da l m onarchy and of 
fo re ign  m onopo ly in terests. I t  was 
a reg im e w h ic h  represented the 
m ost c rude  e xp lo ita tio n  o f the 
w o rke rs  and peasants, and in  
those circum stances a m il ita ry  
m ovem ent em erged w h ic h  led  to 
the o v e rth ro w  o f the k in g , to  the 
establishm ent o f a re p u b lic  and 
to  the  tru e  independence o f the 
country .

T h a t m ovem ent was led by  a 
m il i ta ry  m an and c a rrie d  o u t by 
m il i ta r y  men. T h a t re v o lt f r o m  
the  v e ry  m om ent i t  too k  place 
cou ld unquestionab ly  be described 
as a re v o lu tio n a ry  m il ita ry  u p ­
ris ing . The m ere fa c t th a t i t  was 
d irec ted  against the  m ost anach­
ro n is tic  fo rm  o f governm ent and 
against the representa tives o f the 
in te rests th a t e xp lo ited  the  coun­
try ,  made th a t m ovem ent, fro m  
the f ir s t  m om ent, a re v o lu tio n a ry  
m ovem ent, o r a re v o lu tio n a ry  m il­
ita ry  u p ris in g  or, s im p ly , a revo ­
lu tio n .

Those circum stances w ere  ra d ­
ic a lly  d iffe re n t fro m  those in  
w h ic h  the A lg e ria n  re v o lt is ta k ­
in g  place. In  E gyp t, the  progres­
sive forces in  the  a rm y  rose 
against a socia l system  and the 
governm ent th a t represented it ;  
re vo lu tiona rie s  rose against sup­
po rte rs  o f feu da lism  and against 
im p e ria lis ts .

A re  these the  circum stances in  
w h ic h  the  A lg e r ia n  re v o lt  took 
place? No, i t  is, in  the  f i r s t  place, 
a p a in fu l clash w ith in  the  revo­
lu tio n a ry  ranks; a p a in fu l con­
f l ic t  w ith in  the  re vo lu tio n , in  
w h ic h  arm s and force are used 
against re vo lu tiona rie s  and no t 
against a feu da l k in g , no t against 
a rep resen ta tive  o f im p e r ia lis t in ­
terests, n o t against a spokesman 
o f the  e xp lo ite rs  and reac tion ­
aries, no t against an enem y o f the  
people, b u t against the represen­
ta t iv e  o f the  A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion , 
against a re v o lu tio n a ry  and a n ti­
im p e r ia lis t f ig h te r, against a f ig h t ­
e r whose pos ition  in  the  in te rn a ­
t io n a l arena in  the s trugg le  o f 
the  peoples against im p e ria lism , 
w on in  a fe w  years g rea t prestige 
in  h is  c o u n try  and abroad.

The weapons o f the re v o lu tio n  
and o f the  people are tu rned  
against one w ho  unquestionab ly  
en joyed  the  suppo rt o f th e  peo­
p le; against one w ho  unquestion­
a b ly  represented the  w i l l  o f the  
m a jo r ity  o f the  people.

T h is  consideration o f w h a t the 
defeated governm ent represented, 
the  governm ent against w h ic h  the 
m il ita ry  re v o lt was d irected , does 
no t have an y th in g  to  do w ith  
passing ju d g m e n t on the w o rk  of 
th a t governm ent, does n o t have 
an y th in g  to  do w ith  the  achieve­
m ents o r w ith  the e rro rs  th a t men 
and governm ents, made up of 
men, in e v ita b ly  com m it.

There  is no a ttem p t in  th is  to 
m ake a de ta iled  analysis o f a n u m ­
ber o f years o f governm ent, o f 
w h a t was done, good o r bad, be­
cause th is  is a question open to 
argum ent, a m a tte r o f op in ion , 
o f judgm en t.

One could have an op in ion  on 
w h e the r m ore  cou ld o r cou ld no t 
have been done, on w h e the r they

d id  m ore o r less than they could. 
B u t w h a t w e are ta lk in g  about 
today are facts, no t op in ions o r 
judgm ents, b u t facts accepted by 
everyone.

W ho could deny th a t Ben B e lla  
was the le ad er o f the A lg e ria n  
people? W ho could deny the h is­
to r ic  p a rt he p layed  in  the  inde­
pendence o f A lg e r ia  and in  the 
A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion?  W ha t gov­
ernm ent, w h a t p a r ty  eve r said 
before the  treacherous o ve rth ro w  
o f P resident Ben B e lla  th a t Ben 
B e lla  was no t a re v o lu tio n a ry , 
th a t Ben B e lla  was n o t an in te r ­
p re te r o f the  fee lings o f A lg e ria , 
th a t Ben B e lla  was a t r a ito r  to  
the re vo lu tio n , o r th a t B en B e lla  
was p ro -im pe ria lis t, a conserva­
tiv e , a reac tiona ry , a despot?

The Conference o f A fro -A s ia n  
Countries, as w e ll as the  W o rld  
Y o u th  F es tiva l, was go ing to  be 
he ld  in  A lg e ria . No one ever p ro ­
posed to  ho ld  i t  in  South V ie tnam , 
in  the  cap ita l o f the  p ro -im p e ria l­
is t puppets; no one proposed to  
ho ld  i t  in  S ou th  K orea  o r in  F o r­
mosa o r in  the  M a lays ia n  Fed­
era tion , o r  in  any o f those coun­
tr ie s  w here  the  governm ents rep ­
resent an tisoc ia l and a n tin a tio n a l 
in terests.

B y  a lm ost unan im ous agree­
m en t o f a ll p rogressive and re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ents, i t  was de­
cided th a t the  Conference should 
be he ld  in  A lg e ria , th a t the  F esti­
v a l shou ld  be he ld  in  A lg e ria . No 
one, no governm ent, no p a rty , 
eve r said th a t th is  m an was a 
tu rnco a t o r a t ra ito r  o r a despot 
o r an enem y o f the  A lg e r ia n  peo­
ple.

I  am  basing m yse lf on rea litie s , 
no t on op in ions b u t on facts and 
tru th s  u n iv e rs a lly  accepted.

The day fo llo w in g  the  in g lo r­
ious coup, a de lica te  s itua tion  
arose fo r  a ll governm ents and fo r  
a l l  pa rties : w h a t to  do? A n d  th is  
question also in v o lv e d  us. W h a t 
to  do and w h y  and w h a t o u r a t t i­
tude was to  be tow a rds  these 
events.

A  gove rnm en t v e ry  f r ie n d ly  to 
us had been ove rth ro w n , a gov­
e rn m en t w ith  w h ic h  w e  m a in ­
ta ined  the best o f re la tions, be­
cause w e saw in  i t  the  represen­
ta t iv e  o f the  A lg e r ia n  R evo lu tion . 
W e are n o t lo o k in g  a t th is  p ro b ­
le m  in  the  l ig h t  o f fr ie n d s h ip  as 
some have tr ie d  to  ins inuate . No. 
W e are lo o k in g  a t i t  in  the lig h t  
o f t ru th , o f o u r p rinc ip le s , o f d ig ­
n ity .

U . S. H o s tility

O u r re la tio ns  w ith  P resident 
Ben B e lla  w ere  s im p ly  the  ex­
pression o f o u r re la tio ns  w ith  and 
ou r sym pa thy  fo r  the  A lg e ria n  
R evo lu tion  and the  A lg e r ia n  peo­
ple.

I t  is  tru e  th a t o u r people fe lt  
a g reat ad m ira tio n  fo r  P resident 
Ben B e lla  pe rsona lly , because o f 
course w e had n o t fo rgo tten , i t  is  
no t som eth ing th a t cou ld  be easily 
fo rgo tten , the  gesture o f the  re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  le ad e r o f A lg e ria , the 
P res iden t o f the new  state w h ich  
had w on its  independence a fte r 
seven years o f he ro ic  strugg le , on 
the  eve o f those c r it ic a l days of 
October, 1962.

In  an atm osphere o f g ro w in g  
tension he a rr iv e d  in  the  U n ited  
States, in v ite d  by  the  governm ent 
o f th a t cou n try , the  c o u n try  w h ich  
m a in ta ined  such a h igh  degree o f 
h o s t ility  tow a rds  us, the  cou n try  
w h ic h  judges m en and govern­
m ents and adopts rep risa ls  against 
them  on the  basis o f how  fr ie n d ly  
o r u n fr ie n d ly  the y  are tow ards 
Cuba. I t  m ust no t be fo rgo tte n  
th a t the rep resen ta tive  o f A l ­
geria , a c o u n try  w h ic h  had been 
devastated and scorched b y  w a r, 
re je c tin g  a ll pressure fro m  the 
im p e ria lis t governm ent o f the 
U n ite d  States, w ith o u t hav ing  
an y th in g  to  expect fro m  us, o r 
to  rece ive fro m  us, spontaneously 
and w ith o u t any hes ita tion  ac­
cepted an in v ita t io n  to  v is i t  ou r 
cou n try ; to  tra v e l fro m  W ashing­
ton  to  H avana, thus  a ffro n tin g  the

Castro's Speech On the Algerian Coup



A LG ERIAN MASSES pour out of Casbah in demonstration dur­
ing war for liberation from French imperialism. Their struggle 
for socialism continues.

im p e ria lis ts  precise ly  d u r in g  those 
c r it ic a l and tense days.

W e re c a ll o u r contacts w ith  th a t 
leader, h is  decency, h is  k in d  and 
re v o lu tio n a ry  character, expressed 
n o t in  w o rds  b u t in  deeds, because 
a tru e  re v o lu tio n a ry  a tt itu d e  is 
n o t expressed in  w o rds  b u t in  
actions.

A n d  i t  was n o t a case o f m ere 
w ords b u t o f a deep ly re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  gesture o f s o lid a rity , so w e ll 
understood b y  o u r people th a t 
the y  gave o u r v is ito r  one o f the 
w a rm est welcom es eve r extended 
in  o u r cou n try  to  a fo re ig n  v is ito r.

B u t w e also reca ll the  em bar­
rassing s itua tion  in  w h ic h  we 
fou nd  ourselves w ith  o u r v is ito r  
because the (O ctobe r) cris is  was 
ta k in g  fo rm . The U.S. govern ­
m en t had p u t fo rw a rd  its  po in ts  
o f v ie w  in  answ er to  the  concern 
expressed b y  the  v is ito r  ove r the 
h o s t ility  o f the  U n ite d  States to ­
w ards Cuba. A n d  th e y  had to ld  
h im  th a t i f  the  weapons in  Cuba 
w ere  no t o ffens ive  weapons there 
w o u ld  be no problem s, b u t th a t 
i f  th e  weapons w ere  o ffensive  
then the re  w o u ld  be problem s.

No O b liga tion  Invo lved
T h is  was fo r  us an unacceptable 

de scrip tion  o f weapons. Because 
the  sove re ign ty  o f a c o u n try  does 
no t in vo lve , and cannot in vo lve  
in  any w ay, any o b lig a tio n  to g ive  
an account o f its  arm am ents.

The U n ite d  States has signed 
m il i ta r y  agreem ents w ith  T u rke y , 
w h ic h  borders on the  Soviet 
U n ion  and is closer geograph ica lly  
to  the  S ov ie t U n ion  than  Cuba 
is to  the  U n ite d  States, and w ith  
Japan and w ith  I ta ly  and w ith  
m any o th e r countries. U n de r these 
m il i ta r y  agreem ents the  U n ited  
States has sta tioned  in  those coun­
tr ie s  the  k in d  o f nuc lea r weapons 
it saw  f i t ,  ran g ing  fro m  strateg ic 
m issiles w ith  nu c le a r warheads 
to  bases fo r  a tom ic subm arines or 
fo r  a tom ic bom bers. N e ith e r the 
U n ite d  States n o r the  govern­
m ents w ith  w h ic h  i t  signed those 
agreem ents ad m itted  th a t anyone 
cou ld  ask them  to  ren de r an ac­
coun t n o r d id  th e y  consider them ­
selves un de r an o b lig a tio n  to  ren ­
d e r an account to  anyone.

T h a t is w h y  w e  ne ve r accepted 
these prem ises and ne ve r agreed 
to  them . W e are n o t go ing  to  reca ll 
the  de ta ils  o f those days. T o  us 
the y  w ere  the  expression o f the 
m ost e x tra o rd in a ry  hero ism  and 
o f the  greatest d ig n ity  th a t a na­
t io n  cou ld  show.

B u t w e are n o t go ing  to  go in to  
the  background  o f ta c tica l e rro rs  
in  the p o lit ic a l f ie ld , o f pu b lic  
statem ents th a t cou ld  have p layed 
in to  the  hands o f o u r enemy. 
W hen one has the  r ig h t  to  do 
som eth ing  and t ru th  is on one’s 
side, the re  is  no  need to  reso rt to 
a lie . I t  should never be neces­
sa ry  to  lie .

B u t the  fa c t is  th a t the  im p e r­
ia lis ts  had w o rke d  ou t the  doc­
tr in e  o f o ffens ive  and nono ffen ­
s ive weapons. W e p e rfe c tly  w e ll 
understood th a t the y  cou ld be 
s tra teg ic  o r nonstra teg ic  weapons; 
nuc lea r o r conven tiona l weapons.

B u t in  th e  days w hen P resident 
Ben B e lla  v is ite d  us, v e ry  close 
to the  O ctober cris is, the w ho le  
p lan fo r  the  m il i ta r y  streng then­
in g  o f o u r na tio n  was in  f u l l  sw ing  
and the estab lishm ent o f the  n u ­
c lear weapons was near com ple­
tion . W h a t should w e do w ith  o u r 
guest? C ou ld  w e accept in  silence 
the exp lana tions he gave us about 
w h a t he had been to ld  b y  the 
im peria lis ts?  C ou ld  w e le t h im  
leave o u r c o u n try  w ith o u t saying 
a w o rd , w ith o u t e x p la in in g  to  h im  
the  storm  th a t was approaching, 
and w ith o u t te ll in g  h im  the tru th ?  
Could w e revea l secrets o r facts 
th a t should be k e p t r ig o ro u s ly  se­
cret? C ou ld  w e reve a l the  ex te n t 
o f the m il i ta ry  s treng then in g  of 
o u r na tion , and the  n a tu re  o f th is  
streng then ing? /

I t  was re a lly  a de lica te  and em­
barrassing  s itua tion . . A n d  w h a t 
d id  w e do? W e d id  ; o t te ll h im  
w e w ere  going to  )' ve nuc lear

weapons, b u t w e a llow ed h im  to 
understand it .  W e exp la ined  to  
h im  the ph ilosophy o f o u r posi­
t io n , the  t ru th  about ou r s itua tion  
in  re la tio n  to  U.S. im p e ria lism , 
its  constant in te rfe ren ce  in  o u r a f­
fa irs , its  im p lacab le  h o s tility , its  
aggressive plans, its  c r im in a l aim s 
to  crush o u r hom eland, the  dan­
gers hang ing ove r o u r coun try , the 
danger o f a conven tiona l w a r 
w henever i t  pleased them , p lus 
the danger o f a nu c le a r w a r i f  
such a w a r b roke  o u t fo r  any 
reason in  any p a r t  o f th e  w o rld .

A n d  w e exp la ined  to  h im  how  
we w ere d ire c tin g  ou r s tra tegy 
to w a rd  the  s im p lif ic a tio n  o f th is  
prob lem , to  get o u t o f th is  a lte r­
n a tiv e  and have o n ly  one r is k  
over o u r heads, the  r is k  of a 
the rm onuc lea r w a r th a t we w ou ld  
have to face anyw ay, i f  such a 
w a r b ro ke  o u t fo r  any reason 
anyw here.

A n d  n o t m any w ords are neces­
sary in  the  case o f one w h o  u n ­
derstands w e ll. A n d  Ben B e lla  
showed h im se lf to be a person of 
m ag n ificen t and in te llig e n t un de r­
standing.

O f course, th a t was n o t the on ly  
reason fo r  the  presence o f s tra te ­
gic weapons, since w e w ere  no t 
th in k in g  o n ly  o f o u r p u re ly  na­
tio n a l in te rests. O u r th in k in g  
w hen the decision was taken, was 
no t on the  secu rity  o f o u r coun­
t r y  alone b u t was essentia lly  on 
the  secu rity  o f the  w ho le  socia lis t 
camp, the  secu rity  and s treng th ­
en ing o f a ll the  enemies o f im ­
pe ria lism .

A n d  i t  m ust be said tha t, w hen 
the decision was taken, the fu n d a ­
m en ta l concern o f the Cuban 
leaders was no t the  secu rity  o f 
o u r c o u n try  b u t the  to ta l co inc i­
dence o f o u r na tio n a l p o lic y  and 
o u r in te rn a tio n a l p o lic y ; the  fu l l  
id e n tity , w ith o u t con trad ic tions  o f 
any k in d , in  o u r re v o lu tio n a ry  
po licy , because o u r hom eland and 
the soc ia lis t camp w o u ld  both be 
strengthened.

O f course, a l l th is  can be the 
sub ject o f m u ltip le  discussions, 
because e v e ry th in g  can be dis­
cussed. W he th e r o r n o t i t  m eant 
a stra teg ic  s treng then ing  o f the  
soc ia lis t camp, w h e th e r o r no t 
m issiles were needed here, w h e th ­
er th e y  w ere  “ h a rd ”  o r “ so ft,”  
th a t is, w h e the r the y  w ere  un de r­
ground  o r on the  surface. B u t, 
w ith o u t t r y in g  to  se ttle  the  ques­
tio n  w h ic h  h is to ry  w i l l  have to  
c la r ify ,  the  unquestionab le  fac t is  
th a t the  stra teg ic  m issiles in  Cuba 
had an in com p arab ly  sho rte r d is­
tance to  tra v e l tha n  the  s tra teg ic  
m issiles in  the  Soviet- U n ion .

W e be lieve  th a t th is  is n o t the 
tim e, th a t i t  is  up  to  h is to ry  to 
c la r ify  the  in te n tio ns  o f each and 
eve ry  one o f those w ho  acted on 
th a t occasion. Changes in  govern ­
m ents take place, new  s itua tions 
arise, m en pass, facts rem a in  and 
h is to ry  w i l l  w e igh  the actions o f 
men.

Understood Position
B u t I  say s im p ly  th is , in  ou r 

concept, and n o t w ith o u t a ve ry  
so lid  basis, the presence o f the 
m issiles in  Cuba m eant the 
streng then ing  o f th e  pow e r o f the 
w ho le  socia lis t camp.

I  say th is  so as no t to  leave th is  
de lica te  question w ith o u t c la r ify ­
in g  one o r tw o  po in ts  th a t should 
no t rem a in  obscure. B u t essen­
t ia l ly  I  was re fe rr in g , and th a t is 
w h y  i t  comes up  today, to  the 
p ra c tica l p ro b lem  w e faced w ith  
Ben B e lla 's  v is i t  a t th a t m om ent, 
a few  hours a fte r  he had ta lke d  
w ith  the  P res iden t o f the  U n ited  
States. W h a t was o u r a tt itu d e  and 
w h a t was his? W h a t d id  he u n ­
derstand? He understood q u ic k ly  
and co rre c tly . H e  to ld  us th a t 
th ings  w ere  a ll r ig h t, th a t he u n ­
derstood o u r position.

A n d  the re  is som eth ing more. 
W hen the  C uban-A lgerian  Com ­
m un ique  was d ra fte d , and w hen 
these com m uniques are d ra fte d  
m ore ra d ic a l and less ra d ic a l po­
s itions a lw ays appear, and the po­
s itio n  o f the (A lg e r ia n ) F ore ign

M in is try  was no t then the  m ost 
rad ica l, the clearest and m ost ra d ­
ic a l positions in  the Com m unique 
w ere those o f Ben Be lla , no t of 
the  A lg e ria n  F ore ign M in is try .

I  don’ t  rem em ber w h e the r Bou- 
te f l ik a  was the  F ore ign  M in is te r 
o r w h e the r i t  was h is predecessor, 
b u t I  reca ll th a t the checking o f 
the  J o in t C om m unique took place 
v e ry  near the tim e  o f Ben B e lla ’s 
departu re . The C om m unique had 
to  re fle c t the  ideas o f bo th  coun­
tries , and fo r  ou r p a rt w e d id  not, 
and cou ld not, in  any w a y  raise 
issues l ik e ly  to  m ake the  accept­
ance o f the  C om m unique d if f ic u lt  
fo r  ou r v is ito r .

I  rem em ber th a t w hen the f in a l 
C om m unique was read, I  w i l l  
neve r fo rge t, th a t in  re ca llin g  the 
conversation w e  had had on o f­
fens ive  and nono ffens ive  weapons 
—  and I  fo rg o t to  te ll you th a t as 
w e ll as th a t exp lana tion  o f the 
a lte rna tives  w e  also exp la ined  
ou r pos ition  on the  descrip tion  o f 
weapons as o ffens ive  and defen­
sive —  in  re c a llin g  th a t conver­
sation w h ic h  was un do ub te d ly  the 
m ost im p o rta n t question w e had 
dea lt w ith , Ben B e lla  said to  us: 
“ A  phrase has to  be added to  the 
Com m unique, th a t Cuba has the 
r ig h t  to  take  any m easure i t  
deems f i t  to  defend its  secu rity .”

A n d  th a t phrase, m ore o r less 
as I  have quoted it, m ust be there 
in  the  records, in  th a t C om m un­
ique. I t  was on h is  in it ia t iv e , 
show ing ju s t how  w e ll and how  
c le a rly  he understood o u r posi­
tion , and ho w  he roused in  us su f­
f ic ie n t confidence, s u ffic ie n t g ra ­
titu d e  fo r  h is gesture a t th a t tim e  
tha t, w ith o u t be ing  e ith e r casuis­
t ic a l o r concrete, w e d id  n o t hesi­
ta te  to  exp la in  the  ph ilosophy and 
the  base o f o u r position, and 
e ve ry th in g  else he deduced h im ­
self. Hence he got to  kn o w  a lo t  
about an e x tra o rd in a ry , im p o r­
ta n t secret w hen he v is ite d  o u r 
coun try .

The re la tions  and fr ie n d s h ip  be­
tween the  tw o  peoples became 
grea te r and greater. L a te r, c ir ­
cumstances arose, m om ents o f 
cris is  fo r  A lg e ria , d i f f ic u lt  m o­
m ents fo r  the  A lg e ria n  na tion , 
w hen the y  asked fo r  o u r help. 
A n d  m en and arm s fro m  o u r coun­
try ,  crossing th e  A t la n t ic  in  record 
tim e , a rr iv e d  a t A lg e r ia  ready to  
f ig h t  a longside the  A lg e ria n  re v ­
o lu tionaries . A n d  w hen o u r m en 
w e re  there , th e y  w ere w ith  those 
w ho  today a re  d iv ided . Those w ho 
today have taken u p  arm s against 
Ben B e lla  in  a f ra tr ic id a l s trug ­
gle, w ere  then a t h is  side.

A t  th a t tim e, d istance d id  not 
keep us fro m  be ing the  f ir s t  to  
a rrive . P ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a l­
ism  in  deeds, in  deeds, and not 
in  cheap speech-making. We, the  
sm a ll coun try , con s tan tly  th re a t­
ened b y  the  im p e ria lis ts , parted 
w ith  some o f ou r m ost im p o rta n t

weapons and sent them  to the 
A lg e ria n  people. A n d  the  deeds 
w ere  s treng then ing  re la tio ns  and 
fr ie n d s h ip  between the tw o  peo­
ples, in  th e ir  best and m ost g lo r­
ious m om ents.

Perhaps, b u t u n fo rtu n a te ly  there  
is no doub t those weapons th a t 
one day le f t  o u r c o u n try  fo r  the 
R e vo lu tion  and the  defense o f the  
A lg e ria n  people, in  a g lo rious  m o­
m en t o f b ro th e r ly  s o lid a rity , have 
been em ployed a t an in g lo rio us  
m om ent, in  a fra tr ic id a l act, 
against the A lg e ria n  G overnm en t 
and people.

B u t w h a t is im p o rta n t, w h a t re ­
mains, are the  deeds th a t go on 
fo rg in g  a h is to ry  in  the  re la tions  
between tw o  countries  and tw o  
revo lu tions . I t  w i l l  be the jo b  o f 
the  A lg e ria n  h is to rians , o r o f any 
o th e r c o u n try  —  because eve ry ­
one has the  r ig h t  to have an 
op in ion  about w h a t happens any­
w here  —  to  assess the  w o rk  o f 
Ben B e lla  a t th e  head o f the  A l­
gerian  G overnm ent.

M a n y  people w i l l  be sa tis fied  
and m any people w i l l  n o t be satis­
fied , b u t some and perhaps m any, 
and am ong them  ourselves, have 
no t the  s ligh test doub t o f the  ex­
tra o rd in a ry  good fa ith  w ith  w h ich  
Ben B e lla  w orked , o f th e  honesty 
o f h is in te n tio ns  and o f h is  posi­
t io n  a t in te rn a tio n a l m eetings 
w here  Cuba was present. T here  we 
w ere  also excep tiona l w itnesses 
to  the  fa c t th a t the  m ost re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  positions w e re  represented 
b y  Ben B e lla  and n o t b y  Boute- 
f l ik a ,  the F ore ign M in is te r whose 
in sub o rd in a tio n  m arked  the  c u l­
m in a tin g  m om ent in  the  over­
th ro w  o f Ben B e lla . T here  is no 
doub t a t a l l  th a t th is  in te lle c tu a l 
Of the  m il i ta ry  seizure o f pow er is 
no t a re v o lu tio n a ry  b u t a m an o f 
the  r ig h t  and kn o w n  as such by  
the  A lg e ria n  people and the  w ho le  
w o rld . A  m an o f the  r ig h t, an 
enem y o f socialism , th a t is, an 
enem y o f the  A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion , 
a lthough  in  th e ir  p roc lam a tion  as 
in  a ll such p roc lam ations, a cer­
ta in  re v o lu tio n a ry  language is 
used, no t a com p le te ly  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  language, since the re  is no t 
a w o rd  abou t the na tio n a l lib e r­
a tion  m ovem ents, o f he lp  to  the 
na tio n a l lib e ra tio n  m ovem ents, 
he lp  about w h ic h  Ben B e lla  never 
barga ined, s o lid a r ity  w h ich  Ben 
B e lla  neve r refused.

A n d  th is  gentlem an, spokesman 
and one o f the  m en beh ind  the 
m il i ta ry  seizure o f pow er, is  a 
m an o f the r ig h t, a reactionary . 
A n d  I  be lieve th a t these facts 
serve to de fine  the  s itua tion .

A n d  a t these in te rn a tio n a l m eet­
ings the pos ition  o f Ben B e lla  was 
the  m ost re v o lu tio n a ry . I t ’s no t 
easy to  ju dg e  and w e have to  
con fine  ourselves to  the  facts. 
E veryone w i l l  have his ow n op in ­
ion, everyone has h is  ow n  sty le, 
others perhaps w o u ld  have done

th ings  d iffe re n t ly .  Perhaps w ith  a 
l i t t le  m ore shrewdness, and less 
k indness and n o b ility ,  B en B e lla  
w o u ld  n o t have been a v ic t im  
and w o u ld  have foreseen the  dan­
ger, the  danger w h ic h  we u n fo r­
tu n a te ly  d id  foresee. Because w e 
saw th a t a round Boum edienne 
the re  was a c lique  ga thering , we 
saw th a t a round  Boum edienne 
the re  w ere  o ffice rs  w ho  lik e d  to  
d isc re d it Ben B e lla . A n d  here, u n ­
fo rtu n a te ly , on m any occasions 
w hen delegations v is ite d  us, o u r 
comrades saw w ith  so rro w  th a t 
a m il ita r is t  caste, ob v io us ly  in f lu ­
enced by  m il ita r is t  conceptions, 
was show ing  d isda in  fo r  the  A l­
ge rian  President.

N a tu ra lly  w e  w e re  n o t go ing to 
spread the gossip because th is  was 
also q u ite  a genera l a ttitu d e  
am ong the m en close to  Boum e­
dienne. I  am  n o t ju d g in g  Boum e­
dienne. L e t us n o t judge  h im  fo r  
w h a t he has done now , so th a t 
h is to ry  m ay ju dg e  h im  fo r  w h a t 
he has done and w h a t he m ay  do. 
H e is a v e ry  s ile n t m an, o f fe w  
words. I t  is  d i f f ic u lt  to  know  
w h a t he is th in k in g , b u t h is sup­
po rte rs  w ere  n e ith e r q u ie t no r 
la ck in g  in  words.

A n d  u n fo rtu n a te ly  the m il i ta ry  
seizure o f pow er ,took place. I f  
Ben B e lla  had been sh rew der and 
less ingenuous, the re  w o u ld  n o t 
have been a m il i ta r y  seizure o f 
pow er, and the masses w o u ld  have 
d isarm ed the  m en beh ind  the  re ­
v o lt, b u t the  u n fo rtu n a te  events 
took place. I  repeat, we base o u r­
selves no t on exaggerations b u t 
on w h a t w e kno w  fo r  a fac t, and 
i t  does no t in v o lv e  an analysis 
o f the w o rk  o f Ben B e lla , b u t an 
analysis o f h is  in ten tions , o f h is 
characteris tics, o f h is  decency, o f 
his n o b ility , o f h is goodness, o f 
his passion fo r  the R e vo lu tio n  and 
fo r  A lg e ria , dem onstra ted on 
m any occasions.

No Political Opportunism
A n d  now , in  v ie w  o f the  events, 

w e re  w e go ing to  igno re  a l l  th is  
h is to ry , al l  the  ties w h ic h  bound 
us to the  A lg e ria n  R e vo lu tio n  and 
its  m ost le g it im a te  representa­
tives, to  abuse the fa lle n  hero  be­
cause he no longer governs in  A l ­
geria  and to  t r y  a t a l l costs to 
w in  the  suppo rt o f those w h o  as­
sumed po w e r at the p o in t o f  the 
sword? No, because w e w o u ld  be 
engaging in  the  m ost repugnan t 
p o lit ic a l opportun ism .

Could w e express o u r support 
fo r  the  m il i ta ry  seizure o f power? 
No, because in  the  cond itions o f 
A lg e ria , in  the  m id d le  o f the  re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  process, w e  f in d  no 
possible ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  the  w a y  
in  w h ic h  the y  acted. W e cou ld , 
a t the  most, w a it  and see i f  the 
u n lik e ly  and a lm ost im possib le  
happened, th a t a fte r  us ing  treach­
erous and d ishonorab le  methods, 
they  la te r  showed, w ith o u t any 
possib le doubt, re a lly  re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  in ten tions, showed th a t the y  
are lead ing  and n o t fo llo w in g  the 
A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion .

In  th a t case w e cou ld  exonerate 
them  or be to le ra n t o f th e ir  v e ry  
serious m istakes o f today, because 
o f the  w a y  the y  m ig h t be ab le 
to rem edy the m  tom orro w , b u t i t  
is n o t possib le to  expect th is . I t  
is  no t probable , i t  cou ld  be pos­
sible, b u t i t  is no t probable .

L e t ’s im ag ine th a t these gen­
tlem en w ere even m ore  re vo lu ­
tio n a ry , th a t the A lg e ria n  Revo­
lu t io n  appeared ba ckw a rd  and 
show th a t th e y  w an ted  to  deepen  
it ,  to  go fu rth e r. L e t us assume 
fo r  a m om ent th a t the  argum ents 
o r the m otives th a t in sp ire d  th e ir  
action  had a base, a t least, in  in ­
ten tion . L e t us im agine, as a h y ­
pothesis, th a t the y  w ere  r ig h t. 
W hen you are r ig h t, is  i t  necessary 
to  reso rt to  treason? Is a m il ita ry  
re v o lt the  on ly  road open to  
them? Was th e ir  s itu a tio n  th a t o f 
Nasser in  E gyp t against K in g  F a r-  
ouk? N o t a t a ll. M a n y  o f the  Cab­
in e t M in is te rs  are s t i l l  there . I f  i t  
is  tru e  th a t the prom oters  o f the  
coup represented the  w i l l  o f the 

(C ontinued  on Page 6)
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS

Jose Marti: Apostle of the Cuban Revolution
By Richard Garza

Jose M a r t i,  one o f h is to ry ’s 
f in e s t hum an beings, was born  
in  H avana, Cuba, on Jan. 28, 1853, 
the  son o f  im m ig ra n ts  fro m  Spain. 
Poet, d ram atis t, epic jo u rn a lis t 
and in te lle c tu a l in  the  best sense 
o f the  w ord , he was also the leader 
o f the  f in a l strugg les o f L a tin  
A m e rica n  countries  to  achieve in ­
dependence fro m  Spain.

H e was the f ir s t  to  understand 
the  danger N o rth  A m erican  im ­
p e ria lis m  posed to the  lib e r ty  o f 
the  A m ericas, and was the  in s p ire r 
Of th e  Cuban re v o lu tio n  w h ich  
to o k  po w e r in  1959 and w h ic h  be­
cam e the  f i r s t  soc ia lis t re vo lu tio n  
Of th e  N ew  W orld .

F id e l Castro, in  the  speech be­
fo re  th e  co u rt w h ile  on t r ia l  fo r  
h is  J u ly  26, 1953, a ttack  on the  
B a t is ta  ty ra n n y , said: “ T hey  p re ­
ven ted  books b y  M a r t i fro m  reach­
in g  m y  hands. I t  seems as i f  the 
p r is o n  censorship considered them  
too subvers ive. O r cou ld  i t  be be ­
cause I  had said th a t M a r t i is the 
m in d  be h ind  the  J u ly  26 . . . 
T he re  fire  Cubans w h o  have fa lle n  
in  defense o f h is doctrine , youths 
W ho in  m a g n ifice n t homage came 
to  di e  b y  h is grave, to  o ffe r  th e ir  
b lood  and l i fe  so th a t he m ay  
go on l iv in g  in  the  soul o f o u r 
c o u n try ,"

The in s p ire r o f these w ords was 
a leader o f the  independence 
strugg les o f Cuba, P ue rto  R ico and 
Santo D om ingo  in  the las t decades 
o f th e  19th cen tu ry .

A t  the  age o f o n ly  17 M a r t i 
had  been sentenced to  s ix  years 
a t ha rd  la b o r fo r  advoca ting  fre e ­
dom  and independence fo r  Cuba. 
H is  sentence was la te r com m uted 
to  ex ile  in  Spain.

T here  he supported the struggle, 
then  in  progress, o f the Spanish 
people to  abo lish  the  m onarchy 
and estab lish dem ocra tic  libe rtie s . 
Even a fte r  the repub lican  defeat, 
he spoke at a p u b lic  a f fa ir  fo r  
th e  b e n e fit o f the  w idow s and 
orphans o f the repub licans w ho 
had  fa lle n  in  ba ttle . Though poor 
and in  bad hea lth  because o f his 
p rison  trea tm en t, he fin ished  co l­
lege in  Spain. A f te r  h is sentence 
w as up, he v is ite d  E ng land and 
F rance, and w e n t on to M exico.

There  M a r t i dem onstra ted the 
l i te ra ry  ta le n t th a t places h im  
am ong the  d is tingu ished  m en of 
le tte rs  o f the  Am ericas. In  M exico  
he came in  contact w ith  the  most 
advanced th in k in g  o f L a t in  A m e r­
ica, and cam e to  v ie w  th a t area 
as one c o u n try  “ fro m  the R io 
G rande to  the wood lands o f P a ta ­
gonia.”

L e f t  C oun try
T he  seizure o f po w e r in  M exico  

b y  P o r f ir io  D iaz in  1876 forced 
M a r t i  to  leave the  cou n try  and 
he re tu rn e d  b r ie f ly  to  Cuba, us ing 
h is  m o th e r’s name. H e was soon 
back in  M ex ico  and liv e d  in  and 
tra ve le d  th rou gh  C e n tra l A m erica  
teaching, w r i t in g  and observing. 
H e  m a rr ie d  a Cuban, Carm en 
Zayas Bazan, b u t i t  was n o t u n t i l  
th e  am nesty o f 1878 th a t he was 
a b le  to  re tu rn  to  Cuba, w here  h is 
s o n  was bo rn .

H e con tinued  h is outspoken ad­
vocacy o f independence and was 
fo rced  to  f lee  to  France, fro m  
w h ere  he w e n t to  N e w  Y o rk  and 
on to  Venezuela, o n ly  to  have to 
leave a fte r  a ru n - in  w ith  the d ic ­
ta to r  G uzm an B lanco. B y  the tim e  
he re tu rn e d  to  the U.S. in  1881, 
he had  served in  severa l L a t in  
A m e rica n  u n ive rs itie s  as pro fes­
sor o f E ng lish , F rench , Ita lia n , and 
G erm an lite ra tu re , the h is to ry  of 
ph ilosophy and o ther subjects, and 
was a le ad ing  in te lle c tu a l.

B u t i t  was in  the U.S. th a t he 
acqu ired  the know ledge  and u n ­
de rs tand ing  th a t p laced h im  fo re ­
m ost am ong his contem poraries in  
the s trugg le  fo r  independence in  
L a t in  A m erica . He liv e d  in  the  
U.S. th ro u g h  the  1880’s and e a rly  
’ 90’s w hen the c o u n try  w as be ing 
ra p id ly  trans fo rm ed  fro m  an  
a g ra ria n  to  an in d u s tr ia l na tion .

H e observed a t f i r s t  hand the 
ruthlessness o f U.S. cap ita l, its  co r­

ru p tio n  o f the  governm ent, and 
he w ro te  o f the  U.S. w orke rs , then 
unorganized: “ T h e ir  a ilm en ts  stem  
fro m  the insolence and con tem pt 
o f organized cap ita l, fro m  its  i l le ­
g itim a te  com binations, fro m  the 
system  o f unequa l d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
p ro fits  th a t keeps the  w o rk e r  in  
his pe rpe tua l state o f d e s titu tio n .”

M a r t i w ro te  fo r  lead ing  L a t in  
A m erican  newspapers fro m  New 
Y o rk  and th rou gh  these years 
described N o rth  A m erica , its  peo­
p le, in s titu tio n s , c u ltu re  and lead ­
in g  events. These w ritin g s , am ong 
the  best on the  U.S. by  any au tho r 
o f the  tim e, are s t i l l  s tud ied  in  
L a tin  A m erica , b u t u n fo rtu n a te ly  
are a lm ost unkno w n  here. They 
in c lud e  a m ov ing  defense o f the 
H a ym a rke t m a rty rs .

M a r t i was sought ou t as a 
spokesman fo r  L a t in  A m erica  in  
the  U.S. A rge n tin a , U ru g u a y  and 
Paraguay nam ed h im  th e ir  consul 
in  N e w  Y o rk , w h ile  l i te ra ry  socie­
ties pa id  h im  tr ib u te . I t  was as a 
delegate to  the  1891 In te rn a tio n a l 
M o n e ta ry  C ounc il in  W ashington 
th a t he f ir s t  crossed swords w ith  
the  U.S. governm ent. The U.S. 
was pressing to  estab lish s ilv e r 
as the  equal o f go ld  in  in te rn a ­
t io n a l finance and ho p ing  to  lin e

up  the L a tin  A m erican  repub lics 
to force th is  unsound p o lic y  on 
Europe. M a r t i became the cham ­
p ion o f the na tions w ith  no th in g  
to  ga in  fro m  th is  proposal p u t 
fo rw a rd  in  the in te rests o f U.S. 
s ilv e r  companies and banks. H is 
rep o rt, de live red  in  Spanish and 
E ng lish , was accepted and the  
State D e pa rtm en t was fo rced  to  
a d m it defeat.

Organized Party
M eanw hile , M a r t i was a tire less 

propagand ist fo r  Cuban independ­
ence among the  exiles l iv in g  in  
scattered groups fro m  Boston to 
K e y  W est. In  1892 he tu rn e d  to  
d ire c t o rgan iza tion  o f the  re v o lu ­
tion . As a student o f U.S. p o litic s  
he recognized w ith  g ro w in g  ap­
prehension the  fo rm u la tio n  o f p o l­
icy  in  W ashington to  annex Cuba 
and ro b  i t  o f its  independence a t 
the  m om ent o f the  in e v ita b le  b reak 
w ith  Spain.

H e resigned his m any positions 
and th re w  h im s e lf in to  o rgan iz ing  
the  Cuban R e vo lu tio n a ry  P a rty , 
w e ld in g  together the  diverse in ­
dependence forces and g a in ing  the 
support o f the  generals w ho  had 
led the p rev ious strugg le  in  the 
w a r o f 1868-78. Cuban tobacco 
w o rke rs  in  the U.S. con tribu te d

fro m  th e ir  m eager wages to  launch 
the f ig h t. The p a rty  inc lud ed  a 
P ue rto  R ican section, fo r  the  gen­
e ra l v ie w  then was th a t the  s tru g ­
gle o f bo th  is lands was one and 
the same.

He pub lished a newspaper, Pa- 
t r ia ,  and though his he a lth  was 
fa il in g  he trave led  up and down 
the East Coast o f the  U.S., and 
in to  C e n tra l A m erica  and the 
A n tille s , con fe rrin g , organ iz ing, 
and ra is ing  funds. He became 
kn o w n  as “ A postle ”  o f the  re v o lu ­
tion .

M a r t i kn e w  he was ra c in g  w ith  
tim e, fo r  the enem y was no t on ly  
Spain, b u t the  g ro w in g  m ig h t o f 
the  U.S. in  its  deve lop ing  im ­
p e r ia lis t phase. Even the  con fis ­
ca tion  by  U.S. au th o ritie s  in  D e­
cember, 1894, o f the  arm s so p a in ­
s ta k in g ly  gathered, d id  no t p re ­
ven t the  re v o lu tio n  fro m  beg inn ing  
in  B a ire  in  F eb ru a ry , 1895. In  
M ay, M a r t i was k i l le d  in  ba ttle .

H e never liv e d  to  see Cuba free, 
b u t he insp ired  others to  go on 
—  on to  de feat the  Spanish, and 
on 64 years la te r to  shake o f f  the 
yoke o f Yankee im p e ria lism . A n d  
i t  was his in sp ira tion .

On the n ig h t be fore  h is death, 
in  h is  la s t le tte r, M a r t i w ro te  th a t

Jose M arti

he saw his d u ty  as “ p re ven ting  
in  tim e, th rou gh  the independence 
o f Cuba, the U n ite d  States expan­
sion ove r the  A n til le s  so as to  
descend w ith  th a t added w e ig h t 
upon the o th e r lands o f the  A m e r­
icas . . . P reve n tin g  the open ing 
in  Cuba, th rou gh  its  annexa tion  
by the  im p e ria lis ts , o f the road 
th a t m ust be ba rred  and w h ich  
w e are b a rr in g  w ith  o u r blood, o f 
annexa tion  o f a l l the na tions o f 
ou r Am erica , by  the  v io le n t and 
b ru ta l N o rth  w h ic h  despises us 
. . .  I  have liv e d  in  the  b e lly  o f 
the m onster and I  kn o w  its  guts; 
and m ine  is the  s ling  o f D a v id .”

...F id e l Castro's Speech on the Recent Algerian Coup
(Continued from  Page 5)

people and i f  i t  was tru e  th a t 
they w ere  r ig h t, w h y  d id  th e y  re ­
sort to  a m il i ta r y  seizure o f pow ­
er? W h y  d id  th e y  n o t ra ise the 
p rob lem  before the  masses, be fore 
the  people? W h y  d id  they n o t take 
up  the p rob lem  w ith in  the  P a rty , 
w ith in  the ranks o f the  re v o lu ­
tionaries?

H o w  cou ld we, M a rx is t-L e n in - 
ists, accept, in  the  specific  cond i­
tions o f A lg e ria , a m il ita ry  seizure 
o f pow er ca rried  ou t treacherous­
ly  a t n ig h t, w h ich  rem inds us so 
m uch o f M a rch  10 [th e  m il i ta ry  
coup b y  d ic ta to r B a tis ta  in  1952], 
bo th b y  the  h o u r and the  w a y  in  
w h ich  i t  took  place and b y  the 
fo rm s o f repression a lready be ing 
used against the  people —  soldiers, 
f ire  trucks, shooting, bea ting  and 
po lice  cars w ith  h o w lin g  sirens.

W ith  deep so rro w  i t  rem inds  
us o f the  days fo llo w in g  the  10th 
o f M arch . I t  w o u ld  n o t be correct 
to say th a t the A lg e ria n  m il ita ry  
seizure o f pow er is s im ila r  to  th a t 
o f M arch  10 in  the com position 
o f its  forces. No. B u t in  the  m e th ­
ods used i t  is as s im ila r  as one 
drop o f w a te r to  another. A n d  i t  
has to be s im ila r, because w h en­
eve r sold ie rs m ove against the  
w i l l  o f the people, repression 
arises; and repression against the 
people, against the  masses, is v e ry  
s im ila r  anyw here , a t any tim e.

I f  the y  tho ugh t the y  w ere  r ig h t  
and w ere  the in te rp re te rs  o f the 
w i l l  o f the  m a jo r ity , w h y  d id  they 
no t go to  the  masses, w h y  d id  
they  no t go to  the P arty?  I f  in  
a d d itio n  to  fo rce  and the  m il ita ry  
commands, the y  w ere  r ig h t  and 
had the  suppo rt o f the  people, 
w h y  d id  the y  reso rt to  force?

Wrong Procedure
W hy d id  the y  n o t e x p la in  the 

p ro b lem  to  the  masses and to  the 
p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  o f the  re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  masses? A n d  I  th in k  
th a t anyone w h o  is  re a lly  con­
v inced th a t he is r ig h t  and th a t 
he represents th e  w i l l  o f the peo­
ples w o u ld  n o t la c k  the  courage 
to  take the  p ro b lem  to  the  people 
and to  th e ir  rep resen ta tive  in s t i­
tu tions.

Those w ho  are no t sure o f be­
in g  r ig h t  o r o f in te rp re tin g  the 
w i l l  o f the  people re so rt to  the 
on ly  means open to  them  a t a g iv ­
en m om ent, to  force. A n d  we, as 
M arx is t-L en in is ts , cannot ju s t i fy  
th is  m il i ta r y  procedure against the  
masses and against the P a rty .

A side fro m  w h a t they m ay do 
a fte rw a rds , even i f  th e y  were 
m ore re v o lu tio n a ry  th a n  K a r l 
M a rx  h im se lf, w e  w o u ld  n o t re ­

f ra in  fro m  te ll in g  them , w h ile  
recogn iz ing  th e ir  v irtue s , o f th e ir  
e rro rs  and the w ro n g  the y  have 
done, o f the  damage to  the  A l ­
ge rian  R e vo lu tion  th a t m ay arise 
fro m  th e ir  conduct, o f the  damage 
to  the re v o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent in  
A fr ic a  and o th e r pa rts  o f the  
w o r ld ; o f the  m is tru s t th a t they 
m ay arouse in  o th e r libe ra ted  
countries o f A fr ic a  and how  u n ­
fo rtu n a te  i t  is to  establish on th a t 
con tinen t the  procedure o f m i l i ­
ta ry  seizure o f pow er in  the m id ­
dle  o f a re v o lu tio n a ry  process.

A n d  i f  the y  re a lly  w o u ld  lik e  
to  be m ore re v o lu tio n a ry  how 
cou ld  the y  accom plish these m ore 
re v o lu tio n a ry  in ten tions? Could 
the y  do, w ith  a d iv id e d  people, 
w h a t Ben B e lla , f u l l  o f good in ­
ten tions, cou ld  no t do w ith  a 
un ite d  people? C ou ld  they  w ith  
a d iv ide d  people face the im p e r­
ia lis t  danger? Could they wage 
the  ha rd  battles, the ha rd  ba ttles 
th a t a process o f rad ica liza tion  
o f a re v o lu tio n  in e v ita b ly  in ­
volves? H o w  cou ld  we have waged 
those ha rd  ba ttles w ith  a d iv ide d  
people? B a ttles  th a t w e have won 
as a u n ited  people, w ith  a l l the 
forces o f a un ite d  people?

H o w  are the y  go ing to  arouse 
energies w ith o u t the  masses? W il l  
the y  arouse them  in  the barracks? 
No. The energy th a t emanates 
fro m  the barracks, d ivo rced  fro m  
the people, w i l l  never be s u f f i­
c ien t to  res is t the pow er o f the 
im p e ria lis ts  w h ic h  can o n ly  be 
m et by  the  trem endous re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  energy and s treng th  o f 
the  people, o f a u n ited  people.

To m ake the re v o lu tio n  m ore 
rad ica l in  those cond itions w o u ld  
be e x tra o rd in a r ily  d i f f ic u lt ;  of 
course, i t  w o u ld  no t be im possib le . 
B u t to  face those v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  
ba ttles and those v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  
s itua tions w o u ld  re q u ire  on the  
p a rt o f those w ho  have rep laced 
Ben B e lla  a p o lit ic a l ta le n t and 
a re v o lu tio n a ry  audac ity  w h ich  
B o u te flik a  and C om pany do no t 
seem to  have; w o u ld  re q u ire  sup­
p o rt n o t o f the  conservatives b u t 
o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  people, the 
suppo rt o f the  w orke rs , the  fa rm ­
ers, the students. A n d  I  don’ t  see 
how  anyone can w in  the support 
o f those masses b y  us ing  th e ir  
r i f le  b u tts  and f ir in g  a t them ; 
I  doub t th a t the support o f the 
masses can be w on  by  those w ho 
do no t be lieve  in  the  masses, 
w ho  are contem ptuous o f the 
s treng th  o f the  masses and t r y  
to  replace i t  w ith  the pow e r o f 
m il i ta r y  garrisons, beh ind  the  
backs o f the  people.

I  was n o t te ll in g  in  v a in  th a t

those responsible fo r  the coup d id  
e ve ry th in g  possible to  p re ven t the  
A lg e r ia n  A rm y  fro m  becom ing a 
people’s a rm y, to  p re ve n t the 
arm ed forces, the  w o rk in g  class 
and the  peasantry fro m  becom ing 
c lose ly associated, as has hap­
pened in  ou r cou n try . Because 
in  o rd e r to fom en t a m il ita r is t  
s p ir it  the arm ed forces cannot be 
t r u ly  po pu la r and re v o lu tio n a ry  
and have roots in  the  people and 
th e ir  re v o lu tio n a ry  and progres­
s ive classes. B y  repressing the 
students, the  you th , the  w orkers , 
I  don ’t  see how  anyone, h o w ­
ever w e ll in ten tioned , how ever 
im bued w ith  re v o lu tio n a ry  ideas 
and aims, can get anyw here.

A n d  as w e see the  news, and the 
cables abou t the repression th a t 
is ta k in g  place, we be lieve  tha t 
the facts w i l l  show m ore and 
m ore each day how  u n ju s tifia b le  
the  procedure was and w h a t 
p a in fu l consequences i t  m ay b rin g  
to A lg e ria . B u t the re  is som eth ing 
more. The A lg e ria n  A rm y  was 
form ed, to a considerable exten t, 
o f re v o lu tio n a ry  figh te rs .

Revolutionary A rm y
I t  is ve ry  d if f ic u lt ,  in  so few  

years and in  the  m id d le  o f a re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  process, fo r  any c lique  
to  have been able to incu lca te  a 
caste s p ir it, to  w ip e  ou t the  pa­
tr io t ic  and re v o lu tio n a ry  fee lings 
o f the men, o f the  figh te rs  w ho 
m ake up the  A rm y . A rm ie s  of 
th is  k in d  are no good fo r  repres­
sion, arm ies o f th is  k in d  cannot 
be led against the people fo r  long.

To count on the  u n con d itio na l 
suppo rt o f arm ies o f a re vo lu ­
t io n a ry  o rig in , in  the  m id d le  o f 
a re v o lu tio n a ry  process, against 
the re v o lu tio n a ry  people, is  mad, 
m ad and su ic ida l.

A n d  fo r  th a t reason w e see the  
p ic tu re  o f A lg e ria  today w ith  sor­
row . F ro m  the bo ttom  o f ou r 
hearts w e  hope th a t b ro th e r coun­
t r y  can escape the enorm ous abyss 
w h ich  has been opened before it ,  
th a t i t  can overcom e its  d i f f ic u l­
ties w ith o u t bloodshed. F o r th is , 
i t  w o u ld  be necessary fo r  those 
w ho un de rto ok  the  adven tu re , to 
understand in  tim e  the e x te n t of 
th e ir  actions and the consequences 
the y  cou ld b r in g  fo r  th e ir  coun try . 
A lm o s t a m ira c le  w o u ld  be neces­
sary. In  th e ir  s itu a tio n  they w o u ld  
have to m arch  fo rw a rd  f ir m ly  
and decis ive ly , show ing in  deeds 
the in te n tio ns  they  c la im  to have, 
in  w h ic h  case, i f  the y  w ere auda­
cious, i f  the y  had the  capacity , i f  
the y  understood th a t such a b a t­
tle  cannot be w on w ith o u t the  
suppo rt o f the  people, they w o u ld

have a d i f f ic u lt  b u t no t im possib le  
road ahead, w ith  great b u t no t 
unsurm ountab le  obstacles.

The road o f cou n te rre vo lu tio n  
cannot be taken  in  A lg e ria . M i l ­
ita ry  despotism, p o lit ic a l reaction  
and repression cannot p re v a il in  
a c o u n try  whose people w on in ­
dependence and freedom  o n ly  a 
fe w  years ago a t the  cost o f h u n ­
dreds o f thousands o f lives ; a 
people w ho learned how  to  hand le 
th e ir  weapons and to f ig h t  against 
a la rg e r and be tte r equipped a rm y  
than  th a t o f Boum edienne. Re­
pression, p o lit ic a l reaction  and 
cou n te rre vo lu tio n  have no possi­
b le  place in  A lg e ria .

O u r a tt itu d e  w i l l  be de te rm ined  
b y  facts and based on p rinc ip le s . 
O u r hope is th a t the y  m ay be 
capable o f un de rs tand ing  the  
b lu n d e r they have com m itted . 
A n d  i f  they  are no t capable o f 
th is , ou r hope is th a t the y  have 
the  courage to show in  deeds th a t 
the y  are m ore  re v o lu tio n a ry  tha n  
the m an the y  have o ve rth row n , 
th a t the y  can ju s t i fy  in  deeds 
w h a t is com p le te ly  u n ju s tif ia b le  
as fa r  as the  m ethod used is con­
cerned. A n d  o u r pos ition  w i l l  be 
de te rm ined  b y  w h a t th e y  do, re ­
gardless o f w h a t the y  are do ing  
now. I f  th e y  should b reak  re la ­
tions w ith  us, the y  should no t be 
the f ir s t  m il i ta r y  reg im e to  do 
so. W e are no t th in k in g  o f today, 
w e are th in k in g  o f the fu tu re , and 
we do no t act as oppo rtun is ts  b u t 
as M a rx is t-L e n in is ts .

I f  those w ho  staged the coup 
show by  th e ir  deeds th a t the y  are 
against im p e ria lism , i f  they show 
in  deeds th a t the y  are w h o le ­
h e a rted ly  w ith  the A lg e ria n  R ev­
o lu tio n , th a t th e y  are body and 
soul w ith  the  re v o lu tio n  o f the 
oppressed peoples o f A fr ic a  and 
o f the w ho le  w o rld , we w o u ld  no t 
deny them  o u r support, w e  w i l l  
n o t deny them  o u r backing.

A n d  i f  because the y  are re v o lu ­
tiona ries  the  im p e ria lis ts  one day 
tu rne d  against them  and th re a t­
ened A lg e ria , w e w o u ld  n o t deny 
A lg e ria  ou r m o ra l support, and 
we w o u ld  no t deny o u r b lood to 
he lp  them , to  he lp  the  A lg e ria n  
R evo lu tion , to he lp  the A lg e ria n  
people.

B u t w h a t side are w e on, and 
w h a t side w i l l  w e be on? We 
are and we w i l l  be w ith  the  A l ­
gerian people and w ith  those w ho 
in te rp re t th e ir  re v o lu tio n a ry  w i l l .  
A n d  the ' A lg e ria n  people w i l l  be 
w ith  the re vo lu tiona rie s . A n d  ou r 
suppo rt w i l l  be, the re fo re , fo r  the 
R e v o lu tio r  K A n d  i t  is  the  people 
w ho w ilJn a lecide to m o rro w  ju s t 
as the y  -,a i> d e c id in g  today.
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[T h is  co lum n is an open Jorum  
fo r  a l l  v ie w po in ts  on subjects of 
genera l in te res t to our readers. 
Please  keep y o u r le tte rs  b rie f. 
W here necessary they  w i l l  be 
abridged . W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ith h e ld  unless 
a u th o riza tio n  is g iven  fo r  use.]

W e  Second the Motion
B ro o k ly n , N .Y .

W hereas the sen tim en t o f the 
m a jo r ity  o f the  people o f the 
U n ite d  States o f A m erica  is 
against the  w a r in  V ie tn am , and 
whereas the  arm ed forces s ta -

      .

 10 Years Ago | 
    in  The M ilitant)
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P O L IT IC A L  P ER SE C U TIO N  OF 
G I ’S B Y  A R M Y  —  A  m an can be 
d ra fte d  in to  the A rm y , serve h is 
f u l l  tw o -yea r h itch , com pile  an 
e xce lle n t service record —  and 
the n  be discharged as “ undes ir­
ab le .”  For  w h a t “ c rim e?”  F o r a l­
leged p o lit ic a l op in ions and asso­
c ia tions be fore his in du c tion .

T he  A rm y  set up th is  type  o f 
d ischarge on June 18, 1954, unde r 
reg u la tio n  600-220-1 a fte r  Joseph 
M c C a rth y  —  then  w itc h -h u n te r in  
ch ie f— had accused A rm y  a u th o r i­
ties  in  the  Peress case o f “ cod­
d lin g  C om m unists .”  —  J u ly  25, 
1955.

£mmiiiiimiiiiitniiimiiiiiimuHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimHiiiiitiimiiiiiiiiiiî j

     20 Years Ago |
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R E IG N  O F  TE R R O R  IN  GREECE 
C O N T IN U E S  U N A B A T E D ; T H O U ­
SA N D S  O F  W O R K ER S  D E PO R T­
ED TO  E T H IO P IA  —  The re ign  
o f te rro r  in  Greece continues u n ­
abated. Thousands o f w o rke rs  w ho  
resisted the A ll ie d  troops are now  
be ing deported to  E th iop ia , accord­
in g  to  the  M id -June S ocia lis t A p ­
peal, organ o f the  B r it is h  T ro ts k y ­
ists.

In  a pro test to the G reek E m ­
bassy a t W ash ing ton against the 
con tinued te rro r, the  M acedonian 
A m e rica n  People’s League de­
c la red : “ The tra g ic  c iv i l  w a r  in  
Greece ended in  the  com ple te v ic ­
to ry  o f reac tion  and fascism. The 
v e ry  same elem ents w h ic h  had 
co llabora ted w ith  the  Germ ans, 
re in fo rce d  b y  d iscred ited  fo re ign  
agents, are today sub je c ting  the 
w h o le  G reek po pu la tion  to  the 
m ost outrageous te rro r,

“ A cco rd in g  to  n e u tra l U N R R A  
sources, some 33,000 Dem ocrats 
are la ng u ish in g  in  prison . G enera l 
A res, one o f the  ou ts tand ing  
heroes o f the  G reek lib e ra tio n  
s trugg le , and hundreds o f h is  fo l­
low ers  have been b ru ta lly  m u r­
dered. The fascis t reg im e o f 
M etaxas has reappeared un de r a 
new  name. W ith o u t fo re ig n  in te r ­
ference, these tra g ic  developm ents 
cou ld neve r have occurred .”

T he S ta lin is ts , in  p a rtic u la r, are 
la m e n tin g  the b loody  re ign  o f te r­
ro r  . . . T he  S ta lin is ts  in  N ew  
Y o rk  issued a le a fle t th a t declares: 
“ A t  least 30,000 partisans are in  
ja i l .  H a rd ly  a day passes w ith o u t 
a m onarch is t ra id  on E A M  head­
qu a rte rs  . . . ”

B y  decla rations such as these 
the  S ta lin is ts  a tte m p t to  w h ite ­
wash th e ir  ow n pe rfid io u s  ro le  in  
Greece. They w e re  the  ones w ho 
w e lcom ed B r it is h  troops to  Greece. 
T hey  w e re  the ones w ho  en­
gineered a deal agreeing to  g ive 
up the  arm s o f the  G reek  pa r­
tisans. T h e y  w ere  the ones w ho 
m urde red  hundreds o f the m ost 
m il ita n t  figh te rs , s landering  them  
as fascists. T hey  be trayed  the 
G reek re vo lu tio n .

H o w  demagogic are th e ir  cries 
against the b loody re ign  o f te rro r  
can be judged  fro m  the fa c t th a t 
the y  a re  s t i l l  a b id ing  b y  the  te rm s 
o f the  agreem ent they  made w ith  
th e  B r it is h  cou n te rre vo lu tion . —  
J u ly  28, 1945.

tioned  in  th is  beleaguered area 
are dy in g  needlessly, I  the re fo re  
propose the fo rm a tio n  o f a com ­
m itte e  fo r  a R efe rendum  on the  
W ar in  V ie tnam . 

C.R.
Seeks Real Satisfaction

B erke ley , C a lif.
I  voted fo r  D eB erry-S haw  in  

’64, I  t r ie d  to  convince m y  fr ien ds  
th a t the re  was no m a te ria l d i f ­
ference between G o ld w a te r and 
Johnson. T hey  d id n ’t  be lieve me.

N ow  I  have the  “ sa tis fac tion ”  
o f saying, “ I  to ld  you  so.”  B u t 
th is  is re a lly  l i t t le  satis faction . I  
w o u ld  re a lly  be m uch m ore satis­
f ie d  i f  w e had a dem ocra tic  gov­
e rnm en t w h ic h  represented the 
in te rests  o f the  A m erican  people 
and n o t m e re ly  a few  d ie -h a rd  
cap ita lis ts .

Please renew  m y  subscrip tion . 
Check is enclosed.

R.C .C.
Doesn't Like Us

W h ite fis h  B ay, W isc.
A f te r  read ing y o u r paper fo r  

m any  weeks, I  f in a lly  have no 
choice b u t to  cancel m y  subscrip ­
tion . Please hear m e out.

I  was searching f or  a paper 
th a t spoke the t ru th  bu t, instead, 
fou nd  o n ly  ano the r propaganda 
sheet w h ic h  reads l ik e  a le ft is t  
Reader’s D igest. C e rta in ly  I  am  in  
suppo rt o f th e  c iv i l  r ig h ts  m ove­
m ent, c e rta in ly  w e  shou ld  leave 
V ie tn am , c e rta in ly  w e  should 
neve r have entered the  D om in ican  
R epub lic , c e rta in ly  Johnson is an 
ass, b u t the  w a y  in  w h ic h  you a t­
te m p t to  decla re  these v iew s 
should m ake any in te llig e n t read­
e r cringe  in  the  co rne r and 
scream. Some o f y o u r  a rtic les  are 
n o t bad, b u t I  am  t ire d  o f hav ing  
to  rake  th ro u g h  the  lu d ic ro us  and 
t r i te  propaganda to  f in d  the b its  
o f t ru th  and in te lligence .

I  am  by  no means a f la g -w a v ­
ing, G od-is -on -ou r-s ide  type  u l­
tra p a tr io t,  b u t I  do have a ce rta in  
am ount o f confidence in  and hope 
fo r  the  p o te n tia l o f th is  cou n try  
(thou gh  c e rta in ly  n o t by  w a y  o f 
the g rea t soc ie ty ), and I  do no t 
w ish  to  associate m yse lf w i th  the 
k in d  o f despotism  and ignorance 
you  seem to  cham pion. K .P .

Johnson's Doubletalk
Cam bridge, Mass.

Enclosed is $10 fo r  a subscrip ­
tio n  renew a l and c o n trib u tio n . 
Y o u  m ay take th is  as a vo te  of 
confidence in  m uch o f y o u r cov­
erage and discussion o f the  V ie t­
nam  and D om in ican  con flic ts .

I  hope you  w i l l  g ive  consider­
able space to  analysis o f Joh n ­
son’s “ address”  to  the  U N  re p re ­
sentatives in  San Francisco. There 
seems to  be no end to  the  P res i­
de n t’s doub le ta lk . T h e m an w ho 
has escalated the  w a r in  V ie tn am  
to  tra g ic  he ights in  the  w o rs t pos­
s ib le  w ays and w ho  dispatched 
20,000 troops to  the D om in ican  
R epub lic  (n o t to  m en tion  the  p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the  Congo ho s tilit ie s  
and the  th rea ts  to  bom b C h ina ’s 
m il i ta r y  p lan ts ) had the e f fro n t­
e ry  to  say: “ . . . in  the  la s t tw o  
decades m an has m oved s tead ily  
aw ay fro m  w a r as e ith e r an in ­
s trum en t o f n a tio n a l p o lic y  o r a 
means o f in te rn a tio n a l decision 
. . .  B y  p ro v id in g  a fo ru m  fo r  the 
op in ions o f the w o rld , the  U n ited  
N a tions has g iven  them  a force 
and an in flue nce  th a t th e y  have 
never had before. B y  sh in in g  the 
lig h t  o f in q u iry  and discussion 
upon v e ry  d a rk  and iso lated con­
flic ts , i t  has pressed th e  nations 
o f the w o r ld  to  con fo rm  th e ir  
courses to  the  requ irem en ts  o f the 
U N  C h a rte r.”

K eep up the good w o rk .
S .H .K.

Nonviolence in Vietnam?
B ro o k lyn , N .Y .

I  have been read ing  in  the  press 
o f the  debate in  the  c iv i l  r ig h ts  
m ovem ent on w h e the r the y  w i l l  
o r w i l l  no t support Johnson’s w a r 
against V ie tnam , the  D om in ican  
R epub lic  and w h e re ve r else he 
s trikes  nex t.

In  a l l honesty, the  least the  “ re ­
spected”  c iv i l  r ig h ts  leaders cou ld 
do is dem and th a t th e ir  m ethod 
o f nonvio lence be used b y  the 
U.S. a rm y  in  a ll these places.

N ow , J. E dgar H oover has sure­
ly  taken  to  us ing  nonvio lence 
against the  K la n  and the  W h ite  
C itizens C ouncils in  the  South. 
Rem em ber the  F B I agent w ho  
rode w ith  th e  m urde re rs  o f M rs. 
L iuzzo?

W ilk in s , F a rm e r and R ustin , the 
“ n o n v io le n t th ree ,”  should de­
m and th a t Johnson, th e ir  pres i­
dent, s ta rt us ing nonvio lence in  
V ie tn am . I f  i t ’s good enough fo r  
the  colored fo lk ,  i t ’s good enough 
fo r  Johnson.

M a lco lm  X  was honest about 
th is . H e  said th a t w henever the  
w h ite  po w e r s tru c tu re  sta rted  
us ing no n v io le n t m ethods against 
the  b la ck  people in  th is  cou n try , 
he w o u ld  recom m end th a t the 
b la c k  people s ta rt us ing i t  too. 
B u t as long  as th e  m an was go­
in g  to  get nasty, w h y  the  b lack

m an cou ld use nasty m ethods in  
self-defense.

I f  the  “ n o n v io le n t th re e ”  w a n t 
to be respected b y  Johnson, th a t’s 
one th in g ; b u t i f  th e y  w a n t to  be­
come leaders o f the  m ost op­
pressed people in  th is  cou n try , 
then the y  had b e tte r acqu ire  some 
o f M a lc o lm ’s honesty and decide 
th a t “ the enem y o f m y  enem y is 
m y  fr ie n d .”  I f  th e y  can’t  f in d  ou t 
w h o  the  b lack  m an ’s rea l enem y 
is in  th is  coun try , le t  them  take 
a r id e  u p to w n  and ask around. 
T hey ’l l  get some answers, and i t  
w o n ’t  be respectable e ither.

The  V ie tn a m  people have had a 
long, h o t sum m er. I t ’s about tim e  
th a t Johnson and h is a rm y  got 
th e ir  fee t o f f  th e ir  necks.

S y lv ia  W e inste in

Welcome Back to the Fight
Napa, C a lif.

I  was g iven a copy o f The M i l ­
ita n t  a t the  B e rke le y  teach-in , 
M a y  21-22, and am  fa v o ra b ly  im ­
pressed, The a rtic le  b y  R obert 
V e rnon  (M a y  24 issue) re  M a l­
co lm  X  and the re ference to  the 
A p r i l  M o n th ly  R eview , also on 
M a lco lm  X , w ere  p a r t ic u la r ly  re ­
vea ling  to  me.

S ince W o rld  W a r I I ,  I  have 
d r ifte d  th rough , somehow, a sort 
o f p o lit ic a l coma. B e lieve  me, i t  
is  w o n d e rfu l to  beho ld o u r k ids  
beg inn ing  to  take  over and ac­

tu a lly  b reak ing  th rou gh  the  paper 
and sound ba rrie rs . Th is, p lus  the  
in s ig h t p rov ided  by  the M a y  24 
M il ita n t  on the  N egro  s trugg le , 
p lus  the  reaction  I  experienced on 
a tte m p tin g  to  share these v iew s 
w ith  some o f m y  lib e ra l (? ) 
frien ds , constitu ted  a rud e  b u t 
m uch-needed aw aken ing  fo r  me.

I  am on m y  th ird  t im e  a round 
the 21 da te line  and the  fee lin g  I  
now  have is, w e ll, l ik e  —  w h e re  
have I  been the las t 20 years?

C u rre n tly , in  the  C a lifo rn ia  
newspapers, the  p o lit ic o s  a re  zero­
in g  in  on the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f 
the  U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  and 
th a t w i l l  be in te re s tin g  to  w a tch . 
A t  long  la s t I  be lieve  w e  have, 
in  o u r k ids , the  awareness, d e d i­
ca tion  and, best o f a ll, th e  guts 
to  co n fro n t The Beast w h ic h  is 
w re a k in g  havoc and shedd ing the  
b lood o f people around, the  w o r ld .

Please en te r m y  nam e on  a one- 
yea r sub.

Trading Stamps Can H elp
Los Angeles, C a lif.

The  S tuden t N o n v io le n t Coor­
d in a tin g  C om m ittee  is  t r y in g  to  
ge t enough tra d in g  stam ps to  p u r ­
chase buses to  tra n s p o rt Sou thern  
vo te rs  to  the  polls. In te res ted  pe r­
sons m ay send 10  o r m ore  tra d in g  
stamps o f any k in d  to: SNCC, 
B ox 210, M i l l  V a lle y ,. .C a lif . '

E .B.

It Was Reported in the Press
In  T w o  Sizes, Y e t —  F o r sw im ­

m in g  pool ow ners w ho can’t  stop 
bend ing  the  e lbow  long enough to 
take  a sw im , w e are pleased to  
re p o rt th a t H am m acher Sch lem - 
m er in  N e w  Y o rk  is o ffe r in g  “ f lo a t­
in g  glasses —  no danger o f shat­
te r in g  glass; made o f du rab le  p las­
tic . H ig h b a lls  o r O ld  Fashioneds. 
In  red, w h ite , b lue , moss green, o r 
am ber.”  O n ly  $5.95 fo r  a set o f 
e igh t. 

B ra in -W ashers  a t W o rk  —  In  a
recent colum n, W a lte r L ip p m a n n  
reca lled  a personal experience th a t 
p rov ides an in s ig h t in to  ju s t one 
o f the  countless m ethods used by  
governm ent propagandists. He 
w ro te : “ B ack in  the F orties  w hen 
the  cold w a r had begun . . .  I  was 
in v ite d  to lu nch  in  the Pentagon 
w ith  a h ig h  o ff ic ia l.  The ob jec t o f 
the lu n c h  was to  persuade m e to 
w r i te  a rtic les  in  fa v o r o f la un ch ­
in g  a p re ve n tive  nu c le a r w a r 
against the S ov ie t U n io n .”  L ip p ­
m ann declined. O thers obv ious ly  
d id n ’t.

L u c k y  F id e l —  A  to w n  in  M is ­
sou ri has a sign on the  m a in  
h ig h w a y  announcing th a t its  name 
is  Cuba. The sign adds: “ No
Castro.”

F re e -W o rld  S ta tis tic  —  Nguyen 
Cao K y , South V ietnam ese dic- 
ta tor-o f-the-m om ent, gave an in d i­
cation o f w h a t G I ’s are f ig h t in g  
to  preserve in  th a t cou n try  w hen 
he declared: “ E ig h ty  percen t (o f 
the South V ietnam ese people) liv e  
in  m ise ry  and th is  inc ludes the 
sold iers o f the V ietnam ese A rm y , 
the  low est pa id  anyw here  in  the 
w o r ld , whose w ives become beg­
gars and p ros titu tes  in  o rd e r to 
su rv ive .”

Y ou  Can Say T h a t A ga in  —
A fte r  Johnson breakfasted w ith  
H a rry  T ru m a n  in  the  p re s id en tia l 
su ite  a t the M uehlebach H o te l in  
Kansas C ity  la s t m on th , the  la tte r  
com p lim ented the  fo rm e r in  these 
w ords: “ In  m y  h is to r ic  m em ory,”  
said M r. T rum an , “ no president

has made a grea te r im pact d u rin g  
h is  f i r s t  m onths in  o ffice .”  Espe­
c ia lly  on the w om en and ch ild re n  
o f the  peasant v illages  o f V ie tnam !

Cops W il l  Be Cops —  F if ty  p ic k ­
pockets in  K h u ln a , Ind ia , p e ti­
tioned the  depu ty  com m issioner o f 
po lice, saying, “ M ost o f us w ou ld  
l ik e  to  leave the trade .”  T hey  com­
p la ined th a t dishonest po licem en 
ins is ted the y  stay in  the trade  so 
the  police could get th e ir  share o f 
the loot.

The B r ig h t  Side —  R estric tions 
in  N ew  Y o rk  on the use o f w a te r 
have cu t dow n on the  sale o f gar­
den hoses and re la ted  supplies. 
B u t no t a l l m erchants are d iscou r­
aged. One con fided to  the W a ll 
S tree t Jou rna l: “ I f  the  d ro ug h t 
continues, the re  w i l l  be a lo t  o f 
burned-ou t law ns b y  fa l l  and ou r 
sale o f grass seed should m ore 
than  m ake up fo r  the hose and 
s p r in k le r  sales w e ’re  los ing  now .”

W e W onder W hy  —  I t  was no t
reported  in  the  press, b u t a P uck ­
ish  correspondent w rite s  th a t the 
fo llo w in g  jo k e  is c u rre n tly  m ak ing  
the  rounds in  M exico :

“ D id  you kn o w  th a t ‘Texas’ is 
now  ‘T e x ’?”

“ No. W hy?”
“ Because the y  m oved the ‘as’ to 

W ash ing ton.”

T o u g h -S itu a tio n  Dep’t  —  A n
a rt ic le  in  the  fin a n c ia l section o f 
the  New  Y o rk  T im es  reports  tha t, 
c o n tra ry  to  p o p u la r no tion , the  l i fe

o f an A m e rica n  business execu tive  
abroad is no bed o f roses. Such 
A m erican  staples as roast beef, 
steak o r lo bs te r are o ften  expen­
sive and, even worse, A m e rica n  
na m e-b rand  to ile t a rtic les  are 
h a rd  to  come by. T he  w ife  o f an  
A m e rica n  executive  s ta tioned in  
W est B e r lin  said she had sent back 
hom e fo r  soap, too thpaste and 
o the r nam e-b rand  to ile t  a rtic les  
th a t she was used to  and th a t i t  
had cost he r $50. She com m ented: 
“ W e o b v io us ly  can’ t  keep th is  up. 
I  am e ith e r go ing to  have to  get 
used to  G erm an soap o r stop ta k ­
in g  baths.”

Sales and Sociology —  T roub le d
because the  sale o f fo rm a l w ed­
d in g  gowns isn ’t  keep ing  up  w ith  
the  m arriage  ra te , the w e d d in g - 
gown in d u s try  is m app ing  a re ­
search p ro je c t w h ic h  w i l l  p rove 
th a t “ q u ic k ie ”  m arriages are in ­
creasing the  d ivo rce  ra te. The re ­
su lts o f the research w i l l  be 
b ro u g h t to the  a tte n tio n  o f th e  
na tio n ’s c le rgym en and sociolo­
gists. R e po rting  on th is , th e  d is ­
ce rn ing  New Y o rk  T im es  e x ­
p la ined : “ T he  ob jec tive , o f  course, 
is to  increase the nu m be r o f fo r ­
m a l w edd ings and hence the  sale 
o f w edd ing  gowns.”  n

D oub le  W ham m y —  T h e p ra c­
tice  o f show ing m ovies on a ir  
f lig h ts  has been taken h o ld  o f b y  
the P h ilip p in e  A ir  L ines w h ich 
w i l l  show doub le  features.

— H arry Ring

Thought fo r the Week
" Some others are eager to en large the c o n flic t. They c a ll upon  us 

to  supp ly  A m erican  boys to  do the jo b  th a t A s ian  boys shou ld  do. They  
ask us to  take reckless action w h ic h  m ig h t r is k  the lives o f m illio n s  
and en gu lf m uch o f A s ia  and c e rta in ly  th rea ten  the peace o f the en tire  
w o rld . M oreover, such action  w o u ld  o ffe r  no  so lu tion  a t a l l  to the rea l 
problem s o f V ie tnam .”  —  L yn d o n  B. Johnson, A ugust 12, 1964.

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONVi
• “ 1 • •'<: • ■ '•>•)? ' 

To reach the widest audience with our 
coverage of the antiwar and Freedom New 
movements, we are offering a 4-month in­
troductory subscription to The Militant 
tor $1. ($1.50 outside of the U.S.)

Nfaie

Street

C ity

Z one

..................................  State ....................

Send to The M ilitant, 116 University Place, 
New York, N. Y. 10003.
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Socialists in Detroit Endorse 
Cleage for Common Council

D E T R O IT  —  R obe rt H im m e l, 
the  f i r s t  candidate to  f i le  in  th is  
y e a r’s m a y o ra lty  e lection, has de­
c la red  h is  suppo rt to  the cam paign 
o f Rev. A lb e r t  B . Cleage w ho  is 
ru n n in g  fo r  the  com m on council. 
H im m e l, w h o  is W ayne C oun ty  
C h a irm a n  o f the  Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty , made th is  announcem ent on 
J u ly  2, fo llo w in g  a decision b y  the 
SW P’s W ayne C oun ty  Com m ittee 
to endorse Rev. Cleage.

“ T he  question o f Negro rep re ­
sen ta tion  on the com m on counc il, ”  
Said H im m e l, “ is o f v ita l concern, 
no t o n ly  to  the  N egro people bu t 
to  dem ocra tic-m inded w h ites  as 
w e ll.

   "Negroes constitu te  about one- 
th ir d  o f the po pu la tio n  o f D e tro it. 
T hey  are v ic tim s  o f po lice b ru ­
ta lity  and eve ry  o th e r possible 
fo rm  o f ra c ia l d isc rim in a tio n . We 
be lieve  th a t the  a rgum en t about 
Negroes be ing best represented 
b y  Negroes is ir re fu ta b le . In  a ll 
fa irness, a t least th ree Negroes 
should be elected to  the  common 
cou nc il th is  year.

Independence

"W e  have decided to g ive  ou r 
suppo rt to  Rev. Cleage because he 
has dem onstra ted an uncom prom is­
in g  m ilita n c y  and has m a in ta ined  
com plete independence fro m  the 
p o lit ic a l m achines o f the D e tro it 
p o w e r s truc tu re .

“ Despite any disagreem ents we 
m ig h t  have w ith  h im  on one o r 
ano the r specific  question, we be­
lie ve  Rev. Cleage expresses the 
deepest sentim ents o f the Negro 
masses. W e ca ll fo r  a un ited  e ffo r t

N. Y. Socialist Candidate Scores 
Shooting of Negro by Policeman

Rev. Albert B. Cleage

by  a ll honest m ilita n ts , b lack  and 
w h ite , to elect Rev. A lb e r t  B. 
Cleage to  the com m on counc il. ”  

H im m e l, whose candidacy fo r 
m ayo r is supported by the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty , is 37 years 
o ld  and w o rks  as a p r in te r. H e is 
ru n n in g  against lib e ra l Dem ocrat 
Cavanagh, the incum bent m ayor, 
on a p rogram  w h ich  calls fo r  an 
end to  the w a r in  V ie tnam , equal 
and adequate education fo r  a ll 
ch ild re n , an end to  po lice b ru ta lity ,  
and fo r  a 30 h o u r w o rkw e e k  at 
40 hours pay and o ther measures 
to e lim in a te  unem p loym ent and 
pove rty .

NEW  Y O R K , J u ly  19 —  P au l 
B ou te lle , Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
candidate fo r  P resident o f the B o r­
ough o f M anha ttan , issued a state­
m en t today po in tin g  out th a t the 
la test po lice k i l l in g  underscores 
the need fo r  a c iv ilia n  po lice  re­
v ie w  board in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity . 
B ou te lle  re fe rre d  to  the  fa ta l 
shooting o f Nelson E rby , a 28- 
year-o ld Negro, on J u ly  15 at a 
s treet com er in  B roo k lyn , by 
pa tro lm a n  Sheldon L ieb ow itz .

A t  least tw o  co n tra d ic to ry  ac­
counts o f the  shooting have been 
pub lished : A cco rd in g  to the police 
rep o rt, E rby , w ho  was p e rfo rm ­
in g  some “ strange”  actions, a t­
tacked the po licem an w ith  a k n ife  
w h en  L ie b o w itz  tr ie d  to  q u ie t h im . 
L ie b o w itz  d isarm ed E rby , w ho 
then grabbed L ie b o w itz ’s gun and 
shot h im  in  the  arm . The police 
c la im  a w h ite  tru c k  d r iv e r  came 
to the po licem an’s a id  and knocked 
the gun fro m  E rb y ’s hand. L ie b o ­
w itz  p icked up  the gun and shot 
E rb y  several tim es, k i l l in g  h im .

Representatives o f CORE w ho 
questioned eye-witnesses to the 
shooting gave a ve ry  d iffe re n t ac­
count o f w h a t happened: L ieb o ­
w itz  w e n t up to  E rby , w ho  was 
stand ing on the com e r p ra y in g  ou t 
loud , and tr ie d  to h a n d cu ff h im . 
W hen E rb y  resisted be ing hand­
cu ffed , L ie b o w itz  d re w  h is gun 
and acc iden ta lly  wounded h im se lf 
in  the  arm . T w o  w h ite  men w ent 
to  L e ib o w itz ’s a id ; one o f them  be­
gan w h ip p in g  E rby . L ieb ow itz , 
w ho had dropped his gun, re -

SWP ENDORSES INDEPENDENT

Negro Runs for Mayor of Cleveland
By Eric Reinthaler

C L E V E L A N D  —  On June 21, 
state R epresentative C a rl B. 
Stokes f ile d  pe titions  bea ring  32, - 
000 signatures, doub le the legal 
req u irem en t, in  h is  b id  as an in ­
dependent Negro candidate fo r  
m ayo r o f C leveland. On J u ly  3, 
the  C leveland board  o f elections 
decla red th a t Stokes had w on a 
place on the  ba llo t.

The  C leve land b ranch  o f the 
S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  has an­
nounced th a t i t  is suppo rting  
Stokes as an independent b lack  
candidate, a lthough fro m  a c r it ic a l 
p o in t o f v ie w .

Stokes said, “ I ’m  sure the p ro ­
fessionals never be lieved w e ’d get 
th is  am oun t o f signatures. I t  goes 
t o il lu s tra te  a deep sense o f d is ­
con tent in  the  N egro com m u n ity . ”

Stokes announced his p lans to 
run fo r  m a yo r a fte r  C leve land 
vo te rs  o ve rw h e lm in g ly  re jec ted  the 
“ p a y ro ll ta x ”  advocated b y  present 
D em ocra tic  M a yo r R a lph  Locher, 
and a fte r  fo rm e r school board 
c ha irm an  R a lph  M c A llis te r  said 
he  was ru n n in g  fo r  m ayo r as an 
independent. M c A llis te r  has  re ­
ceived the  support o f the C o llin - 
w ood Im p rove m en t Association, 
and elem ents associated w ith  the 
N a tio n a l Association fo r  the A d ­
vancem ent o f W h ite  People and 
o th e r ra c is t groups.

Political Force
M il ita n t  loca l c iv i l  r ig h ts  ac­

t iv is ts  and na tiona lis ts  are gen­
e ra lly   in  suppo rt o f the Stokes 
cam paign b u t fro m  a c r it ic a l po in t 
o f v ie w . They say th a t the cam ­
pa ign  is an  im p o rta n t step fo rw a rd  
in  b u ild in g  an independent b lack 
p o lit ic a l fo rce  in  the  ghetto  in  op­
p o s itio n  to  the  R epub lican and 
D em ocratic  parties. A t  the same 
tim e , these m ilita n ts  see w eak­
nesses in  Stokes’ cam paign, 
nam ely, absence o f a s ta tem ent 
o f p rogram , fa ilu re  to take a stand 
on the  case o f f ire d  N egro school­
teacher Don Freem an, and. fa ilu re  
to  in d ica te  w h a t he is against —  
espec ia lly  w ith  respect to the

record  and pu b lic  positions of 
M c A llis te r  and Locher.

The Freedom  F igh te rs  and some 
CORE activ is ts  are asking Stokes 
to  take a fo r th r ig h t  pos ition  fo r  
a c iv ilia n  po lice re v ie w  board and 
against Police C h ie f W agner’s 
s lander o f b lack  na tiona lism . The 
m ilita n ts  also p o in t ou t th a t w h ile  
Stokes sat on the p la tfo rm  at a 
recent m eeting  c r it ic a l o f the  w a r 
in  V ie tnam , Stokes h im s e lf has 
made no p u b lic  s ta tem ent in  op­
pos ition  to  U . S. p o licy  in  V ie tnam  
and Santo Dom ingo.

One n a tio n a lis t said, “ I t  is the­
o re tic a lly  possible fo r  Stokes to 
w in , b u t th a t can o n ly  be accom­
plished by  the people in  the ghetto 
seeing an e n tire ly  d iffe re n t k in d  
o f p rogram  than  Stokes has so 
fa r  p u t fo rw a rd . Some o f the m id ­
dle-class Negroes around  Stokes 
are conserva tiz ing  forces th a t can 
a lienate  the  ghetto Negro.

“ These m iddle-class Negro ‘con­
serva tives ’ say they don ’t  w a n t to 
a lienate  the w h ite  lib e ra l vote. 
L e t ’s face it ,  the  w h ite  libe ra ls  
are a lm ost nonex is ten t in  C leve­
land , the y  a ll liv e  in  the suburbs. 
So w h o  are you go ing to alienate? 
W ith  th a t k in d  o f th in k in g  you 
can a lienate the  people you need 
m ost: m ilita n ts  and rad ica ls  who, 
i f  the y  have a strong p rogram  
to w o rk  w ith , can re a lly  he lp 
m ob ilize  the  ghetto. T h a t’s w here  
the people are and th a t ’s w here 
the votes are. ”

P rofessional m achine po litic ian s  
w ere “ su rp rised ”  a t the trem en­
dous p e tit io n  cam paign carried  on 
by  Stokes and his supporters, w ho 
w ere la rg e ly  grass-roots w orkers  
in  the ghetto. T hough Stokes is a 
second-term D em ocratic  state re p ­
resentative , he has repea ted ly  em ­
phasized tha t he is conducting  an 
independent cam paign. N o t one 
o f C leve land ’s 10 Negro council- 
m en (n ine  o f w hom  are Dem o­
cra ts) supported his p e tit io n  cam ­
paign.

D u rin g  the  three-week period 
o f in tense a c tiv ity  in  w h ich  the 
b u lk  o f Stokes’ p e tit io n  signatures

"A civilian review board would impair my efficiency. "

were secured, D em ocratic M ayo r 
Loche r dem onstra ted th a t he is 
de te rm ined  to  w in  the votes of 
w h ite  suprem acists aw ay fro m  M c­
A llis te r .  A f te r  po lice ch ie f W ag­
ne r te s tifie d  a t a le g is la tive  hear­
in g  in  C olum bus th a t cap ita l 
pun ishm ent m ust be preserved in  
O hio to  de ter such “ v io le n t”  b lack  
n a tio n a lis t groups as the  R evo lu ­
tio n a ry  A c tio n  M ovem ent (R A M ), 
loca l c iv i l  r ig h ts  leaders asked fo r  
a m eeting  w ith  the m ayor to  dis­
cuss W agner’s s lander against the 
Negro com m un ity .

M a yo r Loche r refused to meet 
w ith  the  c iv i l  r ig h ts  leaders w ho 
then sat dow n in  the  m a yo r’s o f­
fice  and w ere  arrested w hen C ity  
H a ll closed fo r  the  day. A  dem on­
s tra tio n  was he ld  in  fro n t  o f the 
m a yo r’s home, b u t Lo che r’s posi­
t io n  rem a ined unchanged.

Campaign Committee
Stokes has vow ed th a t he is in  

the  race fo r  keeps. S e rv ing  on 
his cam paign com m ittee  is D r. 
K enne th  C lem ent, fo rm e r p res i­
dent o f the N a tio n a l M ed ica l A s­
sociation, w ho  resigned fro m  
M ayo r Lo che r’s C o m m un ity  Re la­
tions B oard  d u r in g  the 1964 C leve­
land school cris is. A lso  on Stokes’ 
com m ittee  is Negro m o rtic ia n  J. 
W a lte r W ills , J r., a steadfast sup­
p o rte r o f the m ore m ilita n t local 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  a c tiv ity .

So fa r, however, Stokes'  com ­
m itte e  is w eak in  th a t i t  does not 
in c lud e  representa tive  m ilita n ts  
fro m  such groups as Freedom  
F igh te rs, CORE, N A A C P , and 
o ther groups w ho understand the 
issues w h ic h  can m ob ilize  the 
b lack  com m u n ity  and w ho  have 
the respect o f the  ghetto  people 
—  w h ich  is not a lw ays true  o f 
the self-appointed o r press-ap­
po in ted m iddle-class “ leadership. ”  
The trem endous p e titio n  support 
fo r  Stokes in  the ghetto, in  con­
tra s t to  the  “ m id d le  class”  Negro 
neighborhoods, shows the po ten tia l 
fo r  genu ine ly  independent p o lit ic a l 
o rgan iza tion  in  the p r in c ip a l b lack 
com m u n ity  in  C leveland.

tr ie ve d  i t  and em ptied  the  p is to l 
in to  the  Negro. W itnesses d id  not 
see the k n ife  th a t po lice  cla im ed 
E rb y  w ie lded .

“ T h is  is a case o f the  w o rs t k in d  
o f b ru ta lity ,  ”  said B ou te lle . “ Even 
i f  the  po lice  re p o rt w ere  true , 
th a t’s no  reason fo r  k i l l in g  a man. 
Cops keep m u rd e rin g  b lack  people 
because they kn o w  they can get 
aw ay w ith  it .  E v e ry  m u rd e r tha t 
po lice  o ffic ia ls  w h itew ash  o r cover 
up encourages fu r th e r  po lice 
b ru ta lity .

“ No board  o f po lice o ffic ia ls  
could be trus ted  to re v ie w  th is  case 
honestly, and g ive  fa ir  considera­
tio n  to CO RE’S s to ry  as w e ll as 
the  po lice ’s. Police o ffic ia ls  have 
cons is ten tly  condoned the m urd e r 
o f b lack  people by  the cops. I t ’s 
th e ir  honesty th a t is in  question —  
as m uch as the  rac is t b ru ta lity  of 
the cops on the beat. ”

T he candidate fo r  M anha ttan  
Borough Presiden t spoke a t the 
pu b lic  hearings o f the C ity  C ounc il 
on proposed le g is la tio n  fo r  a c iv i l­
ian re v ie w  board  on J u ly  14. He 
opened h is rem arks b y  read ing  a 
sta tem ent in  b e h a lf o f a l l the  So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  candidates 
in  the com ing fa l l  elections. I t  said 
in  p a rt:

“ The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
ca lls fo r  a c iv i l ia n  re v ie w  board 
made up o f d ire c t representatives 
o f the ne ighborhoods in vo lve d , to 
deal w ith  a l l com p la in ts  o f po lice 
b ru ta lity . W e also fa v o r the  pas­
sage o f the present b i l l  in tro du ced  
in to  the C ity  C ounc il by  Theodore 
S. Weiss fo r  a c iv ilia n  com p la in t 
re v ie w  board, even though i t  fa lls  
sho rt o f w h a t m in o r ity  peoples 
need in  pro tection  and means o f 
redress fro m  the vio lence o f rac is t 
cops.. . .  ”

N . J. Gubernatorial Nominee Blasts 
U. S. Policy in Dominican Republic

N E W A R K , J u ly  21— R u th  Shim- 
insky, S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
candidate fo r  governor o f New 
Jersey, demanded the im m edia te  
w ith d ra w a l o f a ll U . S. forces fro m  
the D om in ican  R epub lic , in  a state­
m en t today. The candidate said:

“ The U . S. governm ent has tr ie d  
to  cover up its  aggression in  the 
D om in ican  R epub lic  w ith  the  f ig  
le a f o f the  OAS. C ontinued dem ­
onstra tions b y  the people o f Santo 
D om ingo  dem anding the  w ith ­
d ra w a l o f A m erican  troops show 
th a t th is  in va d in g  a rm y  is there  
no t on ly  ille g a lly , b u t against the 
w i l l  o f the D om in ican  people.

“ The U . S. has w ith d ra w n  some 
o f its  troops —  especia lly  the  M a­
rines, whose v e ry  name connotes 
in te rv e n tio n  in  L a t in  A m erica  —  
to  im p ro ve  its  image. B u t i t  d id  
so on ly  a fte r  reo rgan iz ing  and 
s treng then ing  the rea c tion a ry  m il­
i ta ry  forces th a t have suppressed 
the D om in ican  people th rou gh  te r­
ro r, and against w h ic h  they  rose 
up in  o rd e r to re-establish a con­
s titu t io n a l governm ent.

“ M ost U . S. forces s t i l l  rem a in  
on the is land  and the re  is no 
chance th a t the y  w i l l  leave w h ile  
the  D om in ican people rem a in  
a rm ed and organized to  f ig h t  the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  tha t has oppressed 
them.

“ Johnson’s a rrogan t in te rve n tio n  
to  p reven t the o ve rth ro w  o f an 
ille g a l d ic ta to rsh ip  and the re in ­
s t itu t io n  o f the elected, con s titu ­
tio n a l governm ent, has opened the 
eyes o f m any A m ericans to  the 
rea l ro le  th a t th is  governm ent 
p lays in  the w o rld . I t  is becom ing 
c leare r th a t the governm ent’s c la im

to  be f ig h t in g  fo r  dem ocracy and 
freedom  is a lie .

“ One o f m any means —  b u t an
im p o rta n t one- - - to  p ro test and
f ig h t  against U . S. aggression is to  
vote against the p o lit ic a l parties 
th a t c a rry  ou t and support th is  
aggression. The S ocia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  cam paign gives people in  
N ew  Jersey an o p p o rtu n ity  to do 
so. We c a ll fo r  the w ith d ra w a l o f 
a ll U . S. troops fro m  the D om in ican  
R epub lic  and V ie tn am  im m ed ia te ­
ly . We urge those w ho  agree w ith  
th is  dem and to  vo te  fo r  us and 
support ou r cam paign in  every 
w ay they can. ”

Ruth Shiminsky


