
Nat'l Parley Called 
Against Vietnam War

By George B reitm an
D E T R O IT , J u ly  4 —  Some m ys­

t i f y in g  questions abou t the  assas­
s in a tio n  o f M a lco lm  X  arise i f  you 
c a re fu lly  read the  N ew  Y o rk  
newspaper reports  p r in te d  r ig h t 
a f te r  the  assassination, as I  have 
ju s t done. Some o f them  concern 
the  ro le  o f the  police.

I  should e xp la in , a t the beg in­
n ing , th a t I  have no fix e d  theory  
abou t the  k il l in g .  I  don ’t  kn o w  i f  
agents o f the  B la c k  M us lim s  d id  
i t ;  o r  i f  agents o f w h ite  racists 
d id  it ;  o r i f  agents o f the gove rn ­
m en t o f the  po lice  d id  i t ;  o r i f  
agents o f a com b ina tion  o f these 
forces, w ho  a ll hated M a lco lm , d id  
it .  I  am, a t th is  po in t, o n ly  asking 
some questions p rovoked  b y  s tud y ­
in g  d iffe re n t ed itions o f the s ix  
N ew  Y o rk  d a ily  papers a fte r  the 
k il l in g .

C e rta in  th ings  seem agreed upon 
by  everybody:

The O rgan iza tion  o f A fro -A m e r­
ican U n ity  had scheduled a ra l ly  
on Sunday afte rnoon , Feb. 21, a t 
the A ud ub on  B a llro o m  in  H a r­
lem . T h is  was one week a fte r 
M a lco lm ’s hom e was fire -b om b ed  
and he and h is fa m ily  n a rro w ly  
escaped in ju ry  o r death. People 
en te rin g  the  r a l ly  w ere  not 
searched. On the o th e r hand, they 
w ere  a l l sc ru tin ized  by  O A A U  
aides as they entered the  h a ll.

M a lco lm  had ju s t  begun to 
speak w hen tw o  m en began a scu f­
f le  d e lib e ra te ly  designed to d is­
tra c t the  a tten tion  o f M a lco lm ’s 
guards. Three m en rushed tow a rd  
M a lco lm , open ing f ire  and w o un d ­
in g  h im  m o rta lly ; they  then ran 
ou t o f the ba llroom , pursued by  
several o f M a lco lm ’s supporters.

Police said th a t one o f the  three, 
id e n tifie d  la te r  as Talm adge Hay- 
er, 22, o f Paterson, N.J., had re ­
ceived a b u lle t in  the  leg by  the 
tim e  he got to  the e x it  o f the 
b u ild in g . The police also alleged 
th a t he had been w ounded by 
Reuben F rancis, a M a lco lm  guard.

H ayer was seized outside the  
b u ild in g  b y  the  people pu rsu ing  
h im . So was another m an. The 
people began to  beat and k ic k

M a lc o lm  X

H ayer and the  second man. Police 
a rr iv e d  and rescued the tw o  being 
beaten, ta k in g  them  aw ay fro m  
the crow d.

The th ird  m an got aw ay. He 
got aw ay because the crow d d id  
no t catch h im . H a ye r and -the  sec­
ond m an also w o u ld  have got aw ay 
i f  the crow d  hadn’t  caught and 
held them  u n t il the po lice showed 
up.

N ow  le t us tu rn  to the  New 
Y o rk  H era ld  T rib u n e  dated M on ­
day, Feb. 22. T h is  is a m o rn ing  
paper, w h ich  means th a t the f ir s t  
ed itio n  o f the paper dated M onday 
a c tu a lly  appeared Sunday evening, 
a few  hours a fte r  the k il l in g .  The 
top head line  in  the f ir s t  (c ity )  ed i­
tio n  reads: “ M a lco lm  X  S la in  by 
G unm en as 400 in  B a llroom  
W atch.’’ The subhead, ove r the 
lead a rtic le  by  J im m y  B res lin , 
reads: “ P olice Rescue T w o  Sus­
pects.”

B re s lin ’s s to ry  in  th is  ed itio n  re ­
ports th a t H a ye r was “ taken to 
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B y F re d  H a lstead

J U L Y  6 —  A n  im p o rta n t con­
ference o f persons active  in  the 
a n ti-V ie tn a m  w a r  m ovem ent 
across the  c o u n try  is expected fo r  
the weekend o f A u g u s t 8 in  W ash­
ington, D.C. The ga the ring  w i l l  
come in  the  m id s t o f a v a r ie ty  o f 
pro test ac tiv itie s  in  the  ca p ita l on 
the ann iversaries o f the H irosh im a  
and Nagasaki bom bings, A ug ust 6 
and 9. The ga the ring  w i l l  be non­
exc lus ive  —  open to  a l l in te rested 
in d iv id u a ls . P a rtic ipa n ts  in  local 
an tiw a r, c iv i l  r ig h ts  and com m u­
n i ty  action  groups th ro u g h  the 
c o u n try  are in v ite d .

The conference was suggested in  
a ca ll fo r  a “ Congress o f U n re p ­
resented People to  D eclare Peace 
in  V ie tn am ,”  signed b y  some 30 
in d iv id u a ls  ac tive  in  the  m ore 
m il ita n t  a n tiw a r m ovem ent. In ­
c luded are veterans o f im p o rta n t 
teach-in, c iv i l  r ig h ts  and student 
a c tiv itie s  such as S taughton Lyn d , 
Bob P arris , D ave D e llin g e r and 
C a rl Oglesby. T he  c a ll states:

“ In  M iss iss ipp i and in  W ash ing­
ton the few  m ake decisions fo r  the 
m any. M ississipp i Negroes are 
denied the  vote ; a ll A m ericans are 
denied in flue nce  over the  te rr ib le  
w a r ca rried  on in  ou r nam e in  
V ie tnam . W e m ust m ake i t  p la in  
to the a d m in is tra tio n  and to  the 
w o rld  th a t w e w i l l  no t be accom­
plices to  a w a r we d id  no t declare, 
th a t w e  in te nd  to have a govern­
m ent w h ic h  t r u ly  represents us 
even i f  w e have to create i t  fo r  
ourselves.”

The ca ll proposes tha t, fo llo w ­
in g  the H irosh im a  day pro test ac­
t iv it ie s  in  the  cap ita l (a lready  
organized b y  the  tra d it io n a l peace 
groups) , a “ day o f w orkshops”  be 
held. “ H ere ,”  says the  ca ll, “ we 
w i l l  seek to  break dow n the  b a r­
r ie rs  between m ovem ents. A  v a ­
r ie ty  o f lo n g -te rm  plans m ay 
emerge fro m  these discussions. 
A lso, here people can exchange 
ideas fo r  end ing  the w a r.”

S it-In  Proposed
In  add ition , the c a ll proposes 

th a t on A ugust 9, Nagasaki day, 
those w ho  care to  do so m ig h t 
jo in  a m arch and s it in  a t the 
House o f Representatives to dem ­
onstra te i t  is no t re a lly  represent­
in g  the people on the  question of 
V ie tnam . The ca ll continues:

“ To im p lem e n t th is  p lan , we 
suggest th a t one focus fo r  com ­
m u n ity  o rgan iza tion  between now  
and A ug ust 6 be discussion o f 
w h a t the governm ent should  do in  
V ie tnam . The resu lts o f these

discussions cou ld be em bodied in  
decla ra tions o f peace w h ich  re p ­
resentatives cou ld b r in g  to W ash­
in g ton .”

The c a ll is the re su lt o f a m eet­
in g  in  W ash ing ton June 20 organ­
ized by the W ashington A c tio n  
P ro jec t. W A P  is a sum m er-long  
p rog ram  o f opposition  to  the  V ie t­
nam  w a r w h ich  is be ing coo rd in ­
ated by  E ric  W e inbe rger and Bob 
P arris . W e inbe rger is w ith  the 
C om m ittee  fo r  N o n v io le n t A c tion  
and Bob P a rr is  w ith  the S tudent 
N o n v io le n t C o o rd ina ting  C o m m it­
tee, b u t th e ir  W A P  a c tiv itie s  are 
as in d iv id u a ls .

In  a d d itio n  to dem onstrations, 
the  W A P  p rogram  includes edu­
ca tiona l workshops to discuss the 
in te rre la tio n  between the  issues of 
peace, c iv i l  r ig h ts  and po ve rty . 
People d ire c t ly  concerned and su f­
fe r in g  fro m  these problem s are 
urged to a ttend the workshops.

The A ug ust 6 to  9 events in  
W ashington are no t expected to 
in v o lv e  tens o f thousands o f peo­
ple, as d id  recent mass dem onstra­
tions against the  gove rnm en t’s 
V ie tn am  policies. B u t th is  na tiona l 
g a the ring  together o f ac tiv is ts  in  
the  m ovem ent fo r  serious discus­
sion is s ig n if ic a n t and could resu lt 
in  rea lis tic  p lans fo r  a m ore am ­
b itious  “ Congress o f U nrep resen t­

ed People”  in  the near fu tu re . 
C lif to n  D eB erry , S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  cand idate  fo r  m ayo r o f N ew  
Y o rk , urged suppo rt to  the  ga the r­
ing  and said he w o u ld  attend.

P repara tions fo r  the  A ugust 8 
weekend ga the ring  are be ing co­
o rd ina ted  in  W ashington and cor­
respondence on i t  m ay be ad­
dressed to E ric  W einberger o r Bob 
P arris , 107 Rhode Is lan d  N.W ., 
W ashington, D.C.

A  committee established 
by the Organization of A m e r­
ican States has adm itted the  
discovery of at least 18 bodies 
buried at a spot just north  
of Santo Domingo where  
farmers last month reported  
seeing troops of the U .S .-  
backed Im bert ju n ta  m a­
chine-gun some 50 prisoners 
— sympathizers of the consti­
tutional revolution. The an­
nouncement was made Ju ly  4 
by D aniel Schweitzer of 
Chile, one of three crim ino l­
ogists investigating the com­
plaint. S till unknown is the 
fate of thousands arrested by 
the junta.

Statement of the Fourth International

Defend Algerian Revolution!
[ (W o r ld  O utlo ok )  —  The fo llo w ­

in g  dec la ra tion  was issued by  the 
U n ited  S ecre ta ria t o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a ] June 23.]

*  *  *

T he m il ita ry  coup d ’é ta t in  A l ­
geria  June 19 ended the  a lliance 
betw een the  w in g  o f the  F ro n t de 
L ib é ra tio n  N a tiona le  led  by Ben 
B e lla , w h ich  was orien ted  to w a rd  
socia lism , l in k in g  its e lf  to  the 
masses th rou gh  “ w o rke rs ’ se lf­
m anagem ent,”  and the “ fro n t ie r  
a rm y ”  headed by  H o u a ri Boum e- 
d ienne, w h ic h  favo red  an Is lam ic  
“ A ra b  socia lism .”  I t  was th is  a l­
liance  th a t enabled the  Ben B e l-  
la -B oum ed ienne  com b ina tion  to 
topp le  the reg im e o f the P ro v i­
s iona l G overnm en t o f the  A lg e ria n  
R epub lic  in  the  sum m er o f 1962. 
The coup d ’é ta t constitu tes a heavy 
b low  against the le f t  w in g  o f the 
A lg e ria n  re v o lu tio n  and places in  
danger the m ain conquest o f the 
re v o lu tio n  up to now  —  w o rke rs ’ 
se lf-m anagem ent o f the n a tio n a l­
ized enterprises.

T he  suppo rt im m e d ia te ly  ac­
corded to  the new reg im e b y  the 
ulém a [M u s lim  theo log ians], the 
absence o f any support fo r  the

coup d ’éta t fro m  the un ions o r the 
y o u th  o f the  F LN , the massive a r ­
rests o f le f t -w in g  m ilita n ts , the 
f i r s t  po pu la r dem onstra tions 
against the coup d ’é ta t and in  
fa v o r o f Ben B e lla , a l l co n firm  
th is  estim ate o f the  basic m ean­
in g  o f th is  grave developm ent.

On the  o ther hand i t  w o u ld  be 
a serious e rro r to  v ie w  B oum e- 
d ienne ’s m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  as 
the d irec t in s tru m e n t o f a social 
cou n te rre vo lu tion , as the  d ire c t 
in s tru m e n t o f bourgeois o r neo­
co lon ia lis t forces. S ub je c tive ly , 
Boum edienne and the a rm y  cadre 
fa v o r con tinu ing  and even ex ­
pand ing  the  na tiona lized  sector o f 
the econom y —  b u t along the lines 
o f Nasser’s Egypt. O b je c tive ly  the 
new  reg im e is B on ap artis t and 
under the g iven re la tio nsh ip  of 
class forces could no t restore  the 
na tiona lized  sectors to  ca p ita lis t 
ow nersh ip  fo r  q u ite  a tim e. To 
consolidate h is  pow er, B oum ed ien­
ne is capable o f ta k in g  some steps 
in  the  d ire c tio n  o f the  second

ag ra ria n  re fo rm  prom ised b y  Ben 
B e lla  a lthough  th is  w o u ld  ru n  
against the wishes o f the  A lg e ria n  
landow ners to be seen beh ind the 
M us lim  c le rica l fac tio n  fo r  whom  
Boum edienne has become a 
spokesman. B u t due to  h is  iso la­
tio n  fro m  the  masses, B oum ed ien­
ne, even m ore tha n  Ben Bella , 
w i l l  f in d  h im s e lf ob liged to  keep 
in  the  good graces o f F rench  im ­
pe ria lism .

T he ease w ith  w h ic h  Ben B e lla  
was rem oved fro m  pow er a t the 
v e ry  m om ent w hen h is prestige 
appeared to be the h ighest and 
w hen he seemed to  have a ll the 
s trings o f governm ent in  his ow n 
hands shows the  correctness o f the 
c ritic ism s  w h ich  the re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  M a rx is ts  o ffe red w h ile  sup­
p o rtin g  Ben B e lla  against the 
r ig h t-w in g  forces th a t sought to 
b lock, s low  dow n and d e ra il the 
A lg e ria n  revo lu tio n .

The reasons fo r  the  easy v ic ­
to ry  o f the coup d ’é ta t are q u ite  
c lear. There  was no genuine mass

p a rty  o f the vanguard  capable o f 
m o b iliz in g  the m ost p o lit ic a lly  
conscious sector o f to il in g  popu la ­
t io n  o f the towns and coun trys ide  
on a na tio n w id e  scale. The. sec­
ond ag ra ria n  re fo rm  was in te rm ­
in a b ly  postponed, thus d isappo in t­
in g  the m ost d is inh e rite d  laye rs  o f  
the countrys ide, to  w hom  the  re v ­
o lu tio n  has no t y e t b ro u g h t any 
fun dam e n ta l change in  th e ir  m is ­
erable standard  o f l iv in g  no r any 
perspective o f re lie v in g  i t  ip  th e  
im m ed ia te  fu tu re . N o so lu tion  was 
w orked  ou t to the b itte r  p ro b lem  
o f unem p loym ent, thus c o n tr ib u t­
in g  to a g rave  rise in  apa thy  and 
the progressive de m ob iliza tion  o f 
the masses, w ho  dem onstra ted 
th e ir  suppo rt fo r  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
socia lis t o rie n ta tio n  b y  the  h u n ­
dreds o f thousands in  M a rch  and 
M ay  1963. The decision o f the  F L N  
congress to  construc t a genu ine 
p o pu la r m il it ia ,  thus a rm ing  the  
w o rke rs  and poor peasants, was 
never ca rried  out. In  sho rt a m i l i -  
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A  w eek-o ld  s tr ik e  b y  Loca l 
107, In te rn a tio n a l B ro therhood  o f 
Team sters, against m ore tha n  500 
P h ila de lph ia , Pa., tru c k in g  and 
f re ig h t  ha n d lin g  companies, end­
ed On June  26 —  b u t no t be fore 
th e  12,000-member Loca l had suc­
ceeded in  h a lt in g  v ir tu a lly  a ll m a­
jo r  tru c k  de live ries  in  the  c ity .

T he  in c id e n t th a t trigge red  the 
genera l tru cke rs  s tr ik e  occurred 
on June  11, w hen fo u r  un ion  p la t­
fo rm  w o rke rs  refused to load 
b u lk y  cartons on a tru c k  a t the  
R oadw ay te rm in a l. T he  men 
charged th a t a fo o t-h ig h  p ile  o f 
a lu m in u m  bars b locked th e ir  
pa th , and th a t s tepp ing ove r them  
w ou ld  be a safety hazard.

Despite  suppo rt fro m  Lo ca l 107 
o ffic ia ls , the  m en w ere  f ire d  and 
th e  u n io n  responded by  se tting  up 
a p ic k e t lin e  w h ic h  ha lted  "a ll 
lo a d in g  opera tions a t Roadway. 
Active" ra n k -a n d - f ile  support 
spread- q u ic k ly  th rou gh ou t the en­
t ire ' in d u s try , a lthough  the  s tr ik e  
had  "n o t -been sanctioned b y  the 
in te rn a tio n a l un ion.

O n June  18, a co u rt in ju n c tio n  
banned p ic k e tin g  a t Roadway. B u t 
tw o  days a fte r  the  in ju n c tio n  was 
issued, ove r 2,000 ra n k  and f i le  
L o ca l 107 d riv e rs  responded to the
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C H IC A G O  
MARXIST THEORY A N D  THE AMER- 

IC A N NEGRO. Three lectures by Evelyn 
Sell, contributor to The Militant and 
W orld Outlook. Saturday, July 17, 4 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. Sunday, July 18, I I  a.m. 
302 S. Canal St. Ausp. Young Socialist 
Summer School.

•
CLEVELAND  

THE HISTORY O F THE NEGRO  
FREEDOM MOVEMENT: A SERIES OF  
FOUR LECTURES. I ) Negro Slave Revolts 
and the Abolitionist Movement. Speak­
er: Dr. Bernard Mandel. Sunday, July I I ,  
7:30 p.m. 2) Reconstruction and the 
Early..Civil Rights Movement. Speaker: 
Dr .  Bernard Mandel. Sun., July 18, 7:30 
p.m. 3) Nationalist Movements from 
Marcus Garvey t o Malcolm X. Panelists: 
to be announced. Sun., July 25, 7:30 
p.m. 4 ) ‘ The Crisis of Black Leadership. 
Speaker: Robert Vernon, writer for The 
M illtan t.‘'Sun., Aug. I, 7:30 p.m. All 
t o  be h eld at Debs Hall, 5927 Euclid 
Ave . Ausp. Cleveland M ilitant Forum.

DETROIT
THE NEGRO IN  A M ER IC A N  H IS­

TORY: A.FIVE-PART SERIES. Lecture II: 
The Civil W ar, Reconstruction and Reac­
tion,: Speaker: Linda Berking. Fri., July 
16, 8 p.m. Lecture III: From W W  I to 
"Freedom Now." Speaker: Lea Bonucchi.

8 p.m. 3737 Woodward. 
Ausp. Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
LOS ANGELES

N EG R 0 ES W ITH  GUNS? ARMED  
SELF DEFENSE VERSUS PASSIVE RE- 
SlSTAN C E  . Panelists:  (Frank G renw ood, 
author o f a pla y  based on the Monroe 
case; Robert Hall, of the Non-Violent
Action Committee; Steve Roberts,  of 
the SWP; a representative of CORE  
Fri., July 1 6 , 8 :30 p.m:. 1702 East Fourth 
St. (a t the 4th St. exit of the Santa 
Ana Fwy.)  Door donation. Ausp. Militant 
Labor Forum.

*  *  *  

THEODORE EDWARDS presents a 
Marxist view of the news in his bi-week­
ly radio commentary. Tues., July 20, 
6:30 p.m. (repeated W ed., July 21, 
9 a.m.) KPFK-FM (90 .7 on your d ia l).

NEW  YORK  
W IT C H  H U N T O N  THE CAMPUS.

Speaker: Jim Bingham, one of the Bloom, 
ington defendants. Fri., July 16, 8:30 
p.m. 116 University PI.-.Contrib, $1, stu­
dents 50c. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum. 

*  •  * '

Forum JULY 23. Topic to be an­
nounced.,

co u rt’s action b y  vo tin g  ove r­
w h e lm in g ly  to go on a t ru c k in g  
“ h o lid a y ”  a t a m em bersh ip m eet­
in g  th a t lasted o n ly  20 m inutes. 
T h e shortness o f the  m eeting and 
the  defiance o f the  d riv e rs  re ­
vealed a sm olde ring  ra n k -a n d -f ile  
d iscon tent w ith  w o rk in g  cond itions 
th a t needed o n ly  a s im p le  Inc iden t 
to be b ro ug h t to a head. T h is  in ­
c id en t was p rov ided  by  Roadway 
bosses w hen the y  f ire d  the fo u r 
p la tfo rm  w o rke rs  over a n o rm a lly  
m in o r grievance.

D u rin g  the course o f the  s tr ik e  
the re  w e re  num erous exam ples of 
ra n k -a n d - f ile  s o lid a rity . One news 
account reported how  a trac to r- 
t ra i le r  d r iv e r  was flagged do w n  b y  
a group o f men. “ A f te r  ta lk in g  
w ith  the  m en,”  said the  repo rt, 
“ the  d r iv e r  uncoupled the  t ra ile r  
and d rove  o f f  in  the  tra c to r, le av ­
in g  the  t ra i le r  p a r t ia l ly  b lock in g  
the  street in  fro n t o f the  C a ro lina  
F re ig h t C a rrie rs  C orp.”  In  general, 
the s tr ik e  was so e ffe c tive  th a t 
a fte r  a fe w  days severa l superm ar­
k e t chains reported the y  had been 
h u r t  “ trem endous ly”  o r ac tu a lly  
“ c rip p le d .”

In  a d d itio n  to cou rt orders en­
jo in in g  the  s trike , how ever, o ther 
p ro -com pany s tr ik e b re a k in g  forces 
w e re  a t w o rk  —  especia lly the 
cops. On June 20, R oadw ay te r ­
m in a l succeeded in  m ov ing  some 
50 s tr ike -b o u n d  trucks , operated 
b y  scab d rive rs . A cco rd in g  to  re ­
ports, 50 s h e r if f ’s deputies w ere  
on hand to guard the  scabs be fore 
they le f t  the  te rm in a l, and they 
w ere  escorted ou t o f the  area by  
an a d d itiona l 50 u n ifo rm e d  h ig h ­
w a y  pa tro lm en. O the r cops stood 
guard  a t overpasses and in te rsec­
tions passed b y  the scab convoy.

A rrests
Cops w e re  also engaging in  

large-scale arrests. On June  22 
alone, some 40 o r 50 m en w ere  
repo rted  arrested fo r  a lleged ly  in ­
te r fe r in g  w ith  t ra f f ic  o r  fo r  
“ van da lism ”  to trucks.

On June  25, Judge Leo W einco tt 
ru le d  th a t Local 107’s secre ta ry- 
treasu re r, M ichae l Hession, and 15 
o th e r un ion  leaders w e re  in  con­
te m p t o f c o u rt fo r  ha v in g  d is ­
obeyed a June 21 in ju n c tio n  ob­
ta ined  b y  th ree com pany groups. 
I t  charged th a t the  s tr ik e  v io la ted  
the  1963 na tiona l t ru c k in g  con tract 
negotia ted b y  Team ster p res ident 
James H o ffa .

O th e r lega l actions against Loca l 
107 inc luded  a damage s u it fo r  
$1.5 m il lio n  f ile d  in  U.S. D is tr ic t  
C o u rt b y  Food Em ployers L a b o r 
Relations, Inc.

Loca l un ion  leaders responded 
to these lega l attacks by  u rg in g  
ra n k -a n d - f ile  s tr ik e rs  to y .re tu rn  
to  w o rk . A t  a m em bersh ip m eet­
in g  June 26, attended b y  some 
7,000’ s tr ike rs , Hession said: “ As 
head o f y o u r un ion  I  declare th is  
ho lid a y  over. E veryone go back to 
w o rk .”  T here  was no v o te  taken  
on th is  request, b u t the  s tr ike rs  
com plied and the s tr ik e  was 
fo rm a lly  over.

One fe a tu re  o f the  s tr ik e  was 
th a t i t  tested fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e, 
and on  a la rg e  sca le ,’ , the  inade­
quacies o f the grievance p roced u re  
in  th e  1963 n a tio n a l tru c k in g  
agreement. One p ro v is io n  in  the 
agreem ent can b e  in te rp re te d  so 
th a t a w o rk e r  w h o  has been f ire d  
cannot get a jo b  in  the  in d u s try  
u n t i l  h is  grievance has been 
processed —  w h ic h  cou ld  take 
months.

M ore  im p o rta n t, ho w e ve r, was 
the  re ve la tio n  o f th e  w idespread 
discon tent o f P h ila d e lp h ia ’s tru c k  
d r iv e rs  w ith  d e te rio ra tin g  w o rk in g  
cond itions and th e ir  w illingn ess  
to  reso rt to  mass ra n k -a n d - f ile  
ac tion  to  com bat the  companies. 
T h is  s p ir it  o f m ilita n c y  is the  
L o c a l’s best safeguard against 
com pany e ffo rts  to  v ic tim iz e  lead­
ers o f the  recent s tr ik e  and against 
th e ir  co n tin u in g  assault on  un ion  
w o rk in g  conditions.

— Tom  Leonard

By F arre ll Dobbs
C ritic is m  o f the  Johnson a d m in ­

is tra tio n ’s fo re ign  po lic ies has be­
gun to  crop up in  the  ranks o f the  
A F L -C IO . The tre n d  fou nd  ex ­
pression a t a June  22 fo ru m  in  
N ew  Y o rk  C ity  w here  the  J o in t 
Board  o f the  F u r, L e a the r and 
M ach ine W orke rs  U n ions spon­
sored a debate on “ V ie tn a m  and 
Peace in  Southeast A s ia .”

R obert C leve land o f the  State 
D epa rtm en t defended the  po lic ies 
o f the  ad m in is tra tio n , and P ro ­
fessor R obe rt S. B row ne  o f F a ir -  
le igh  D ick inson  U n iv e rs ity  c r i t i ­
cized the  Johnson line . Accounts 
o f the  a f fa ir  g iven  b y  m em bers o f 
the  audience, and th e ir  observa­
tions abou t changes fro m  e a rlie r 
v ie w s  expressed among un io n  
members, in d ica te  a s ig n ifica n t 
tu rn  in  ra n k -a n d - f ile  sen tim ent 
on fo re ig n  p o licy  questions.

O n ly  a fe w  weeks ago, i t  was 
noted, Johnson’s V ie tn am  po licy  
rece ived m a jo r support in  th e  
ranks  o f the  un ion. T he re  were 
even instances o f w o rke rs  speak­
in g  o u t in  fa v o r o f d ro pp ing  A -  
bombs to  “ get the  w a r ove r w ith .”  
Johnson’s demagogic speech c a ll­
in g  fo r  “ un con d itio na l nego tia­
tions”  on w h a t am ounted to  u l t i -  
m a tis tic  U.S. te rm s was taken  as 
good coin. The idea o f the  U.S. 
g e ttin g  ou t o f V ie tn am  and le tt in g
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ta ry  coup d ’é ta t, p u t in to  m o tion  in  
the  dead o f n ig h t, was able to  
take  over in  a fe w  hours because 
the A lg e ria n  re v o lu tio n  had no t 
been ca rried  th rou gh  to  the  end, to 
the  in s titu t io n  o f a w o rke rs  state 
based on com m ittees o f w o rke rs  
and poor peasants exe rc is ing  the  
rea l pow er.

The d isp lacem ent o f Ben B e lla  
b y  r ig h t-w in g  forces is  the  b it te r  
p rice  w h ic h  the A lg e r ia n  le f t  w in g  
m ust pay fo r  a p o lic y  o f con tinu a l 
com prom ise a t the  top, w h ic h  fo r  
m ore  tha n  a year was substitu ted 
fo r  m o b iliz in g  the masses and 
deepening the revo lu tio n . The f a i l ­
u re  to m ob ilize  the  masses, to 
organize a mass vanguard  p a rty , 
to  extend the re vo lu tio n , le f t  the  
co u n try  w ith o u t a p o w e rfu l 
cou n te rw e ig h t to  the a rm y  w h ic h  
was becom ing a pro fessiona l fo rce  
h o ld in g  a p r iv ile g e d  pos ition  in  
re la tio n  to  the rest of,.the popu la ­
tio n . T h is  opened the  W ay fo r  B ou - 
m edienne’s coup d ’e ta t.

The  increas ing personal Bona­
pa rtism , w h ic h  B en B e lla  substi­
tu te d  fo r  a re v o lu tio n a ry  socia lis t 
po licy , was a b ig  fa c to r in 'h i s  
d o w n fa ll. W h ile  he s tru c k 'a t r ig h t- 
w in g  forces, he ba lanced these 
w i t h  b lo w s  a t  th e le ft .  T he  in ­
o rd ina te  concen tra tion  o f personal 
p o w e r re flec ted  the  n a rro w in g  
basis o f h is  ru le  and the re fo re  
h is increas ing  v u ln e ra b ility . T h is  
was m asked b y  h is  speech-m aking 
ahd his capac ity  to  m aneuver 
w ith  the  heads o f the  r iv a l c liques 
and fa c t ions. 

The  re vo lu tio n is ts  o f A lg e ria  
and a l l o the r countries m ust d ra w  
the  in d ica te d  lessons. Once again 
t iie  th e o ry  o f the  pe rm anen t re v ­
o lu tio n  has been s tr ik in g ly  con­
f irm e d ; th is- tin ie , u n fo rtu n a te ly , 
no t in  a po s itive  sense as in. the 
case o f  Cuba,, b u t in  a negative 
way. No conquests in  a co lon ia l 
re v o lu tio n  çan be considered to  
have., been consolidated u n t i l  a 
w o rke rs  state has been created, 
u n t il a re v o lu tio n a ry  socia lis t 
p a r ty  has b}een b u ilt ,  u n t i l  the  
w o rke rs  and  poor, peasants ‘ ho ld  
pow er th rou gh  th e ir  ow n  in s titu ­
tions  o f p ro le ta r ia n  democracy.

T he  A lg e ria n  re v o lu tio n  has 
ju s t  lo s t a ba ttle . B u t i t  is  fa r  
fro m  h a v in g  been liqu ida te d . I ts  
roo ts in  a po pu la tio n  o f some 12 
m il l io n  a re  too deep, the  m ilita n ts  
i t  aroused to  p o lit ic a l conscious­
ness d u rin g  11, years o f tum u ltu ou s  
s trugg le  are too num erous, the  
hopes w h ic h  i t  aroused am ong the 
masses are too g reat fo r  the  A l-

the V ietnam ese settle  th e ir  ow n 
a ffa irs  in  th e ir  ow n w ay found 
l i t t le  sym pathy in  the un ion.

A lso  to  be noted was *a re p o rt 
th a t had been go ing the  rounds in  
the  u n io n  abou t a speech b y  V ice 
P resident H u m ph re y  a t an  A F L -  
C IO  conference on p o lit ic a l action 
in  W ashington. H u m ph re y  was 
said to  have spoken sym pa th e ti­
c a lly  abou t trade  un io n  demands 
such as repeal o f Section 14(b) o f 
the  T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t. B u t the re  
was a hook in  h is p o lit ic a l ba it. 
In  re tu rn  fo r  “ favo rs ”  to labor, 
the V ice  P res iden t made c lear th a t 
the  a d m in is tra tio n  w o u ld  expect 
to  get un ion  support o f its  fo re ign  
polic ies. As is w e ll know n , the  
w ho le  trade  un io n  bureaucracy 
has been w o rk in g  ove rtim e  to 
d e liv e r w h a t H u m p h re y  demanded.

W hen seen in  con trast w ith  the 
v iew s th a t predom ina ted in  the 
un io n  a sho rt t im e  ago and w hen 
considered in  te rm s o f the  heavy 
pressures, on the  ra n k  and f i le  to 
suppo rt Johnson on V ie tnam , the 
f u l l  s ign ificance  o f the  audience 
reac tion  to. the  C leve lan d -B row ne  
debate becomes m ore clear. In  the  
debate the  opposing speakers faced 
an in te rested  audience th a t packed 
the h a ll, le av in g  stand ing  room  
on ly.

Professor B row ne  c ritic ized  the 
Johnson p o licy  o f con tinued in te r ­
ven tion  in  the  V ietnam ese c iv i l

ge rian  people to  passive ly accept 
the  in s ta lla tio n  o f a m il i ta ry  d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  th a t w ou ld  begin by  
e lim in a tin g  at least p a r t o f the 
conquests o f the  re vo lu tio n .

Even in  the best o f cases, the 
Boum edienne reg im e stands on a 
p rog ram  o f “ a u s te r ity ”  and the 
m il i ta ry  d ire c tio n  o f se lf-m anage­
m ent, the  a b o litio n  o f any tenden­
cy tow a rd  the  deve lopm ent of 
po pu la r in s titu tio n s  o f ru le , the 
liq u id a tio n  o f w h a t rem a ins o f 
w o rke rs ’ dem ocracy (B en  B e lla  
h im se lf, con trib u te d  to  th is ) ,  the  
sm othe ring  o f spontaneous mass 
action, the  re in fo rce m en t in  the 
lo ng  ru n  o f a l l the  r ig h t is t  e le­
m ents in  the  state apparatus and 
the economy. A lre a d y  the p o lit ­
ica l spokesmen o f the  c irc les 
lin k e d  to  the  business w o r ld  and 
to  im p e ria lism , w ho w ere  d riv e n  
ou t by  Ben B e lla , are again m ov­
in g  on to  .the scene. The m il ita ry  
B onapartism  o f Boum edienne 
raises the  specter o f A lg e r ia  be­
com ing another S y ria  o r another 
Congo.

The resistance to  the  engineers 
o f the coup d ’é ta t is  beg inn ing  to 
fo rm . I t  m uét fee organized and e x ­
tended to  a l l fie lds  —  in  w o rke rs ’ 
action  in  defense o f self-m anage- 
m ent, in  p o lit ic a l struggle,0 in  
arm ed s tru g g le .’A  cam paign m ust 
be opened to  save the lives  o f the 
leaders o f the  le f t  and to  free  
them  fro m  prison. A n  unde rg round  
n e tw o rk  m ust be organized to  u n ­
leash a mass strugg le  a t the  f ir s t  
favo ra b le  opening. The m il i ta ry  
d ic ta to rs h ip  m ust n o t be p e rm it­
ted to  become consolidated.

The F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, w h ich  
was the f ir s t  o rgan iza tion  to  come 
to  the  a id  o f the F L N  in  th e  m ost 
d i f f ic u lt  days o f the s trugg le  fo r  
freedom , appeals , to  the  w o rkers  
and poor peasants o f  A lg e ria , the 
M aghreb, o f A fr ic a  and a ll coun­
tr ies  in  th e  w o r ld  to  de fend the 
A lg e r ia n  re v o lu tio n  against the  
new  danger.. A  la s tin g  setback to 
the A lg e r ia n  re v o lu tio n  w o u ld  
s ig n ify  a te r r ib le  b lo w  to  the  A ra b 
and A fr ic a n  revo lu tions .

In  th is  defense o f the  endang­
e r e d ’ A lg e r ia n  re vo lu tio n , the 
w o rke rs  and poor peasants w i l l  
d ra w  a l l the  lessons o f the la test 
experience. The m a in  lesson is ab­
so lu te ly  clear. I t  is necessary to 
b u ild  a mass re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty  
th a t, w i l l  a c tu a lly  c a rry  o u t the 
A lg ie rs  C harte r, th a t w i l l  lead the  
soc ia lis t re v o lu tio n  fo rw a rd  to  v ic ­
to ry  in  the  c rea tion  o f a stable 
governm ent o f the w o rke rs  and 
poor peasants in  A lg e ria .

“ M y  racke ts are ru n  on s tr ic t ­
ly  A m erican  lines and the y  are 
go ing to  stay th a t w a y .”  —  A1 Ca­
pone

... Algerian Revolution

AT A UNION FORUM

Workers Express Antiwar Feelings
w a r and called fo r  U.S. w ith ­
d ra w a l fro m  V ie tnam . Judg ing  
fro m  the response to  h is speech, 
m any in  the audience favo red  the  
professor’s v iew s as against those 
presented by th e  S tate D e pa rt­
m en t spokesman. S ym pa thy was 
s im ila r ly  m an ifested w hen P rofes­
sor B row ne  took the  occasion to  
p u b lic ly  pro test h is exc lus ion  fro m  
a recent rad io  debate on the  
g round  th a t h is pos ition  was “ too 
extrem e .”

A f te r  the  open ing presenta tions 
w r it te n  questions fro m  the  au­
dience w ere  a llow ed, and the 
s trong  w o rd in g  o f va rious  queries 
passed up to  the  speakers re flec ted  
considerable d isagreem ent w ith  
Johnson’s p o lic y  on V ie tnam . A t  
one p o in t in  the  question  pe riod  
the  S tate D e pa rtm e n t spokesman 
rem arked  th a t some o f those 
present seemed to fee l th a t he was 
ly in g  to  them . A  re p ly  came fro m  
the  audience, “ Y ou are.”  The State 
D epa rtm en t m an asked th a t the  
person w ho  had made the  re m a rk  
stand up, and he appeared taken 
aback w hen a young w o rk e r read­
i ly  com plied. 

I t  seemed fro m  the  ten o r o f the 
questions th a t the m il i ta r y  occupa­
t io n  o f Santo D om ingo has opened 
m any eyes to the  aggressive cha r­
acter o f U.S. fo re ign  p o licy  and 
th a t the  D om in ican  events have 
caused people to do some re th in k ­
in g  about the s itu a tio n  in  V ie tnam .

Since the debate, advocates o f 
U.S. w ith d ra w a l fro m  V ie tn am  
have found  i t  easier than ever be­
fo re  to  discuss the  sub ject w ith  
o th e r trade  un ionists.

Socialist Scholars 
Conference To Be 
Held at Rutgers U.

A  S ocia lis t Scholars Conference, 
in it ia te d  b y  a group o f h is to rians  
a t the  u n iv e rs ity , w i l l  be he ld a t 
Rutgers, N ew  B ru n sw ick , N .J., 
Sept. 11-12. I t  is in tended to p ro ­
v id e  a scho la rly  discussion o f d i­
verse aspects o f soc ia lis t tho ugh t 
w ith o u t pa rtisan  purposes.

A m ong  the  pa rtic ip a n ts  w i l l  be 
Connor C ru ise O ’B rie n , w ho  re ­
cen tly  le f t  h is post as chance llo r o f 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f G hana and w i l l  
teach a t N ew  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity  n e x t 
fa ll.  H e w i l l  speak a t one o f fo u r  
non-s lm u ltaneous s e ssions sched- 
uled  fo r  the  conference, on “ The 
N e w  F orm s o f M odern  Im p e r ia l­
ism .”  O the r notables to  speak  a t a 
d in n e r m ee ting  Sept. 11 w i l l  be 
announced.

P ro f. S taughton  L y n d  (Y a le ) 
w i l l  head the  speakers on “ The 
fu tu r e  o f A m erican  Socia lism .”  A t  
a panel le d  by H.H. W ilso n  (P r in ­
ce ton), papers w i l l  be  presented 
b y  E leanor Leacock (B ro o k ly n  
P o ly te chn ic ) on “ W ork ing -C lass  
R e a lity  and I ts  D is to rtio n  in  Socia l 
Science”  and b y  R ich a rd  H a m ilto n  
(P rin ce ton ) on “ M idd le -C lass  A u ­
th o rita r ia n is m .”  A t  the  fo u rth  ses­
sion W arren  Susman (R u tge rs ) 
and A lle n  G u ttm a n  (A m h e rs t) w i l l  
speak on “ Conservatism  in  A m e r­
ican C u ltu re .” . !

R e g is tra tion  fe e  w i l l  be $5 (s tu ­
dents m ay pay as l i t t le  as $1) w ith  
ad d itio n a l charges o f $5 fo r  . the 
Sept. 11 d in n e r and $2.50 each fo r  
d a ily  luncheons ($15 to ta l fo r  reg ­
is tra t io n  and m ea ls). E ffo r ts  w i l l  
be made to  p ro v id e  lo dg ing  ove r­
n igh t. Checks (payab le  to  “ S ocia l­
is t Scholars Conference” ) m ay be 
sent to  M a rv in  G ettlem an, H is to ry  
D epartm ent, P o ly te chn ic  In s t itu te  
o f B ro o k lyn , 333 Jay  St., B ro o k ­
ly n , N .Y . 11201. In fo rm a tio n  m ay 
be ob ta ined fro m  Eugene Geno­
vese, D e pa rtm en t o f H is to ry , R u t­
gers U n iv e rs ity , N ew  B run sw ick , 
N. J.



P A U L  TTE R , outgoing pres­
ident of SDS.

la rg e r M arch  on W ashington, a 
N a tion a l P ro test Day, a T h ird  
C on tinen ta l Congress, and H iro ­
shim a D ay a c tiv ity . T w o  in te rn a ­
tio n a l p ro jec ts  w ere proposed: an 
in te rn a tio n a l teach -in  to  be he ld 
in  Canada; and the estab lishm ent 
o f an in te rn a tio n a l tr ib u n a l, con­
s is ting  o f p ro m in e n t in te lle c tu a ls  
and scientists, w ho w o u ld  eva luate 
the m o ra lity  o f the  w a r in  V ie t­
nam.

A l l  o f these suggestions w ere  
re fe rre d  to  a subcom m ittee fo r  
fu r th e r  consideration. W h ile  the 
conven tion  and n a tion a l counc il 
m eeting  decided to focus on the 
V ie tn am  w a r, exa c tly  w h a t p ro j­
ects SDS w i l l  unde rtake  n e x t w ere  
le f t  open fo r  fu r th e r  discussion.

The conven tion  passed the “ a n t i-  
re d -b a it in g ”  am endm ents to  its  
con s titu tion  w h ich  w ere proposed 
by C la rk  K iss inger. The m a in  
am endm ent changed the last sen­
tence o f the pream ble  o f the con­
s titu tio n , w h ic h  had read, “ I t  
[S D S ] feels the urgency to  p u t 
fo r th  a rad ica l, dem ocra tic p ro ­
gram  counterposed to  a u th o r ita r­
ia n  m ovem ents both o f C om m un­
ism  and the  dom estic r ig h t.”  The 
sentence now  reads, “ I t  feels the 
urgency to p u t fo r th  a rad ica l,

the f ir s t  (c ity )  e d itio n  o f the New  
Y o rk  T im es  fo r  Feb. 22. The sub­
head is ve ry  c lear: “ Police H o ld  
T w o  fo r  Q uestion ing.”

F ro m  the T im es’ c ity  ed ition , we 
even le a rn  the  nam e o f the  cop 
w ho cap tured the  “ second”  man. 
I t  is P a tro lm an  Thom as H oy, w ho 
is quoted as saying he had 
“ grabbed a suspect”  be ing chased 
b y  some people.

B u t w hen w e tu rn  to  the la te  
c ity  ed itio n  o f the  same Tim es, 
p r in te d  o n ly  a fe w  hours la te r, 
w e  f in d  th a t its  subhead too has 
changed. I t  now  reads: “ One Is 
H e ld  in  K il l in g . ”

B u t the  s to ry  hasn’t  ye t been 
c h a n g e d  a ltoge ther. P a tro lm an  
H oy s t i l l  rem ains in  the  la te  c ity  
s to ry , and so does the  “ second”  
m an w h o  has dropped ou t o f the 
subhead. In  fac t, the  s to ry  has 
m ore abou t H o y  th a n  i t  had in  the  
c ity  ed ition .

T h is  t im e  the Tim es  reports : 
“  ‘A s  I  b ro u g h t h im  to  the  f ro n t  
o f the  ba llroom , the c row d  began 
beating  m e and the suspect,’ Pa­
tro lm a n  H oy said. H e said he p u t 
th is  m an —  n o t o therw ise  id e n ti­
f ie d  la te r fo r  newsm en —  in to  a 
po lice  car to  be taken  to  the  W ads­
w o rth  A venue s ta tion .”

Then H o y ’s cap tive  disappears 
fro m  the Tim es  as com p le te ly  and 
as pe rm an en tly  as he d id  fro m  the 
H e ra ld  T ribu ne , and fro m  a ll the 
o th e r d a ily  papers.

B u t the re  cannot be any doub t 
in  the  m in d  o f anyone read ing 
the  accounts I  have, c ited  th a t a 
second m an was cap tured and 
taken aw ay b y  the police.

W ho was he?
W h y  d id  the  press lose in te res t

dem ocra tic p rog ram  whose m e th ­
ods em body the  dem ocra tic  v i ­
sion.”

A n o th e r am endm ent s t r u c k  
dow n a section re la tin g  to  m em ­
bersh ip  e l ig ib i l i ty  in  SDS, w h ic h  
was re d -b a itin g  and exc lus ion is t 
o f M a rx is ts  in  in te n t.

T lie re  was v e ry  l i t t le  opposition  
to these am endm ents. M ost o f the  
delegates w anted to  state the  aim s 
o f th e  group p o s it iv e ly  and n o t 
in  te rm s o f w h a t in d iv id u a ls  o r 
groups should be excluded. T h is  
a tt itu d e  was an extension  o f the  
nonexclus ion p o lic y  fo llo w e d  in  
the M arch  on W ashington. T he  op­
pos ition  to  th is  p o licy  and to  the 
a n ti- re d -b a itin g  am endm ents was 
led  by  T om  K a h n  o f the  League 
fo r  In d u s tr ia l Dem ocracy (L ID ) ,  
SDS’s pa ren t group.

In  a discussion w ith  th is  re p o rt­
e r a fte r  the  am endm ents w ere 
passed, K a h n  bem oaned the  fa c t 
th a t so m any SDSers w e re  in  fa v o r 
o f the  am endm ents and the p o lic y  
o f nonexclusion. K a h n  said SDS is 
re c ru it in g  students w ho  are too fa r  
le ft.

H e ld  F irm

The na tio n a l counc il discussed 
re la tions  w ith  L ID  and decided 
no t to  cap itu la te  to  the  conserva­
t iv e  pressures exerted  b y  th is  
group. These pressures w e re  espe­
c ia lly  s trong  d u r in g  the p repa ra­
tions fo r  the  M arch  on W ashing­
ton, n o t o n ly  because o f SDS’s 
nonexclus ion po licy , b u t also be­
cause o f the  a n ti-a d m in is tra tio n  
focus o f the M arch .

The In d u s tr ia l U n ions D e pa rt­
m en t o f the  A F L -C IO , w h ich  had 
been g iv in g  m oney to SDS, cu t o ff 
its  funds to  the  s tuden t group, 
la rg e ly  because o f the M arch  on 
W ashington. The conven tion  de­
cided to  a ttem p t to  establish an 
independent f in a n c ia l base, de­
pend ing upon a la rge nu m be r o f 
sm all con tribu tions  ra th e r than  a 
few  la rge ones.

M a n y  v iew s w ere  presented d u r ­
in g  the  convention on p o lit ic a l 
stra tegy. T hey  ranged fro m  re fo rm  
D em ocratic  P a rty  po litics  to  in -

in  h im  so suddenly, at a tim e  th a t 
i t  was f i l l in g  its  pages w ith  a ll 
k inds  o f m a te ria l about the m u r­
der, in c lu d in g  the  s illie s t t r iv ia l i ­
ties and w ild e s t rum ors? Was i t  
because the po lice  “ advised”  them  
to?

W hy d id  P a tro lm an  H oy deem 
the “ second”  m an to  be a suspect? 
W h a t was he do ing a t the  tim e  
H oy grabbed him ?

W h y  d id  the  crow d deem h im  
to  be a suspect? W ha t had they 
seen h im  do ing be fore  H oy 
grabbed h im ?

W hy d id  the  c ity ’ s “ top  po lice ­
m en”  su rro un d  h im  w ith  a w a ll 
o f s ilence th a t has n o t been 
pierced fo r  4% m onths?

I f  the y  decided he was innocent, 
w h y  d id n ’t  the y  say so p u b lic ly?  
T h a t is the  usual practice.

W h y  d id n ’ t  the y  a t least an­
nounce his name? T h a t is  also 
usu a lly  done.

W ho Was He?
W ha t d id  the  “ second”  m an 

kn o w  about th e  m u rd e r p lo t and 
the id e n tity  o f the  k ille rs?

I t  is  ex tre m e ly  d i f f ic u lt  to  f ig u re  
ou t w h y  the  po lice  (and  the  press) 
behaved in  th is  w ay. I t  leads to  
another question:

C ou ld  the  “ second”  m an have 
been a po lice  agent?

Fantastic? O n ly  i f  you  don ’t  
kn o w  an y th in g  abou t the  police, 
F B I, C IA , etc.

I t  is  s tandard procedure  fo r  
the m  to  in f i lt ra te  rad ica l, b lack  
n a tio n a lis t and ju s t  m il ita n t  b r -  
ganizations. Sometimes, as th e  re ­
cent “ S ta tu é '' o f L ib e r ty ”  case 
showed, these po lice  agents w o rm  
th e ir  ’Way in to  pos itions w here  
th e y  can c a rry  o u t provoca tions

dependent p o lit ic a l action. T w o  
Y oung S oc ia lis t A llia n ce  m em bers 
w ere asked to  re p o rt to  the  p o lit ­
ica l s tra tegy  w orkshop  on th e ir  
experiences sup po rting  the  election 
cam paigns o f the S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  and the Freedom  N ow  
P a rty .

The M iss iss ipp i Freedom  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a r ty  cha llenge to  the  seat­
in g  o f the  ra c is t congressmen 
fro m  M iss iss ipp i, the N oe l D ay 
cam paign, and o th e r fo rm s  o f 
e lec to ra l a c t iv ity  w ere  reported  on. 
N o one lin e  on p o lit ic a l s tra tegy 
was adopted, b u t o n ly  a sm all

U.S. p o lic y  in  V ie tn am  was 
v ig o ro u s ly  a ttacked in  the  Cana­
d ian  House o f Com m ons b y  T . C. 
Douglas, leader o f the  N ew  Dem o­
c ra tic  P a rty . The N D P, w h ic h  was 
fo rm ed  severa l years ago, is a 
la b o r p a r ty  w ith  the  o f f ic ia l sup­
p o rt o f C anadian unions.

In  the  f i r s t  debate in  the  Cana­
d ian  p a rlia m e n t over U.S. aggres­
sion in  V ie tnam , he ld  on M ay  28, 
Douglas attacked the  L ib e ra l gov­
e rnm en t fo r  its  “ supine subser­
v ience”  to the  Johnson a d m in is tra ­
tion .

The N D P  leader w arned  tha t 
“ w h a t is now  a loca l w a r cou ld 
escalate in to  a w o r ld  ho locaust 
w h ich  w o u ld  devastate the g rea te r 
p a rt o f the  ea rth .”

Douglas po in ted o u t th a t the 
V ietnam ese people w on th e ir  in ­
dependence in  1945 w hen the  V ie t 
M in h  forces d rove  o u t the  Japa­
nese. “ B u t they  w ere no t a llow ed 
to en joy  the f ru its  o f th e ir  in de ­
pendence v e ry  long ,”  he said. He 
w en t on to  describe how  F rench  
and B r it is h  troops w ith  A m erican  
support had reconquered p a rt o f 
Indoch ina .

In  tra c in g  the h is to ry  o f the 
s trugg le  o f the  V ietnam ese fo r  
independence, Douglas attacked

or cause o th e r damage, in  a d d i­
t io n  to  m e re ly  “ re p o rtin g ”  w h a t 
happens inside the organ izations 
in fi ltra te d .

W e do no t have to  speculate 
abou t w h e the r o r no t the  po lice  
in f i lt ra te d  the  O rgan iza tion  o f 
A fro -A m e r ic a n  U n ity  and w h e the r 
o r no t such po lice  agents were 
present a t the A udubon  B a llroo m  
a t the tim e  o f the  assassination. 
The answ er is yes, w ith o u t any 
speculation.

A  “ h ig h  po lice  o f f ic ia l”  said, as 
reported  in  the  H e ra ld  T ribu ne  
Feb. 23, th a t “ severa l”  m em bers 
o f the h ig h ly  secre tive B ureau  o f 
Specia l Services (B O SS ) w ere  
present in  the  audience a t the 
tim e  o f the  k il l in g .  (BOSS is the 
po lice  agency in v o lv e d  in  the 
S tatue o f L ib e r ty  provoca tion .) 
A f te r  ta lk in g  to th is  h igh  po lice  
o ff ic ia l,  H e ra ld  T rib u n e  s ta ff 
m em ber M ilto n  L e w is  w ro te :

“ I t  is  no  secret th a t BOSS po lice
—  w h o  never w ear u n ifo rm s  —  
have c reden tia ls  to  cover a lm ost 
any s itua tion , so th a t i f '  the y  were 
req u ire d  to  have a ca rd  o r em­
b lem  o f the B la ck  N a tio n a lis t sect 
i t  is a safe bet th a t th e y  had 
them .”
-  So perhaps the  “ second”  m an 
was a po lice  agent, and perhaps 
the  strange be ha v io r o f the  top 
po lice  resu lts  fro m  th e ir  desire 
to  p ro te c t one o f th e ir  ow n “ sev­
e ra l”  m en present a t the  Audubon.

B u t in  th a t case, the  question 
m ust be asked again, and such 
questions w i l l  keep on be ing asked 
u n t i l  the  w h o le  s to ry  is  to ld : W h y  
was the  c row d  convinced th a t the 
“ second”  m an was one o f the  
k ille rs?

m in o r ity  favored t ry in g  to  re fo rm  
the D em ocra tic  P a rty  o r w o rk in g  
fo r  a “ re a lig nm e n t”  o f the  tw o  
m a jo r parties.

A  na tio n a l counc il was elected. 
C a rl O gelsby and J e f f  Shero w ere  
elected president and v ice p res i­
dent, pend ing a re fe re nd um  to  
decide the o rg an iza tio na l s truc ­
tu re  o f SDS. M any delegates ! op­
posed the concept o f na tio n a l o f­
ficers  and even n a tio n a l s truc tu re , 
p re fe rr in g  reg iona l o r  lo ca l au to ­
nom y. C la rk  K iss ing e r was ap­
po in ted n a tion a l fu n d  ra ise r b y  the  
n a tio n a l council.

the ro le  o f the U.S. in  sup po rting  
oppression fro m  1945 on:

“ A n d  w hen in  1953 the  U n ite d  
States cou ld  see th a t th e  F rench  
w ere no lo ng er go ing to  be ab le  
to h o ld  on in  V ie tn am , th e y  
b ro u g h t in  D iem , w ho  was set up 
in  South V ie tn am  as the  head of 
a governm ent, a governm ent th a t 
was d ic ta to r ia l and repressive, a 
governm ent w h ip h  began b y  abo l­
ish ing  land  re fo rm , la n d  re fo rm  in  
a c o u n try  w here  80 pe rcen t o f the  
la n d  is ow ned b y  absentee la n d ­
lords, abolished lo ca l elections, 
and ja ile d  w ith o u t t r ia l  n o t o n ly  
Com m unists b u t thousands o f n o n - 
Com m unists w ho  had belonged to 
dem ocra tic  p o lit ic a l ' pa rtie s  up 
u n t il th a t tim e . I t  is  h a rd ly  to  be 
w ondered then  th a t the  N a tio n a l 
L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t was ab le to 
ga ther to its e lf a g rea t b u lk  of 
the suppo rt o f the people o f South 
V ie tn am  in  re v o lt  against the  d ic ­
ta to r ia l governm ent o f D iem ,”  
Douglas exp la ined.

Douglas a ttacked the  U.S. gov­
e rn m en t’s con ten tion  th a t i t  is  now  
in te rv e n in g  a t the  request o f a 
sovereign pow er unde r a tta ck  f ro m  
the outside: “ In  the  f i r s t  place one 
questions South V ie tn a m  as be ing  
a sovereign pow er. F ro m  the  v e ry  
beg inn ing  i t  has been a pu ppe t 
governm ent supported m il i ta r i ly  
and f in a n c ia lly  b y  the  U n ite d  
States, and to  say th a t th e  U n ite d  
States was in v ite d  in  b y  Sou th  
V ie tn am  is lik e  saying th a t E dgar 
Bergen was in v ite d  to  d in n e r b y  
C h a rlie  M cC a rth y . The fa c t of 
course is th a t the  reason the  U n it ­
ed States had to  in te rve n e  is be­
cause the  puppet gove rnm en t i t  
had set up d id  n o t have th e  sup­
p o r t o f its  ow n people, and th a t 
today tw o -th ird s  o f V ie tn a m  is  
occupied by  the  N a tio n a l L ib e ra ­
t io n  F ro n t w ho co llec t the  taxes, 
w ho ru n  the  v illages, and who 
operate the  grea te r p a r t o f the  
c o u n try .”

Douglas declared th a t the  Cana­
d ian  governm ent shou ld  c a ll fo r  
an im m ed ia te  end to  the bom bing  
o f N o rth  V ie tnam .

In  answ er to  a cha llenge to  e x ­
p la in  how  the L ib e ra l govern­
m en t’s po s ition  d iffe re d  fro m  th a t 
taken  b y  H a ro ld  W ilson, head o f 
the  B r it is h  L a b o r P a rty , D ouglas 
ad m itte d  th a t the re  “ is v e ry  l i t t le  
d iffe re n ce ”  and dissociated the  
N D P  fro m  W ilso n ’s po lic ies.
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Convention of Students for a Democratic Society

Student Group Projects Further A ntiw ar Action
B y  Joel B r itto n

C H IC A G O  —  The decision to 
p lan ano the r na tio n a l action 
against the V ie tn a m  w a r was made 
by  the S tudents fo r  a D em ocratic  
S ociety (S D S ) at th e ir  annua l 
convention , a ttended by  300 young 
people, in  K ew ad in , M ich ., June 
9-13. SDS called the M arch  on 
W ash ing ton to  End the W ar in  
V ie tn am  last A p r i l.

The SDS conven tion , and the 
. na tio n a l cou nc il m ee ting  w h ich  

fo llow e d , discussed the connection 
between the  w a r in  V ie tn a m  and 
m ovem ents fo r  social change in  
th is  coun try . T hey  concluded th a t 
th e  w a r econom y and m e n ta lity  
p re ve n t dom estic progress in  the 
areas o f po ve rty , c iv i l  r ig h ts  and 
u n iv e rs ity  re fo rm .

T he m a in  discussion o f a na­
t io n a l “ a n tiw a r focus”  was on a 
proposal to  advocate th a t sold iers 
re fuse to  f ig h t  in  V ie tnam . I t  was 
suggested th a t i f  the  governm ent 
chose to  prosecute such advocacy 
un de r the Espionage A c t, the s tu ­
dents w o u ld  use the U.S. govern­
m e n t’s thesis in  its  p rosecution o f 
the  Nazis a t the N u rem berg  tr ia ls  
in  G erfnany a fte r  W o rld  W a r I I ,  
as th e ir  defense. The N urem berg  
precedent re fe rre d  to  ho lds th a t 
th ^  c itizen  has a h igh e r d u ty  than 
th a t to  the governm ent, w hen the 
go ve rn m e n t is c o m m ittin g  crim es 
on a mass scale.

> P lan Opposed
Despite press reports  to  the con­

tra ry ,  th is  p lan  was no t adopted. 
I t  had been stated fro m  the  be­
g in n in g  o f the discussion th a t a 
re fe re nd um  o f a l l SDS m em bers 
w o u ld  be necessary be fore  such a 
d ra s tic  p lan  cou ld be c a rrie d  out.

T he opposition  to  th is  p lan  came 
fro m  those w ho  d id n ’t  w a n t a n a ­
t io n a l a n tiw a r focus fo r  SDS, as 
w e ll as fro m  those w ho tho ugh t 
the  p lan too im p ra c tica l o r dan­
gerous.

Because o f the  opposition to  the 
p lan , o th e r poss ib ilities  fo r  SDS- 
sponsored o r supported a n tiw a r 
a c tiv itie s  were discussed b r ie f ly  in  
the na tio n a l cou nc il m eeting  he ld  
a fte r  the conven tion . A m on g  the 
suggestions w ere  ano the r and

(Continued from  Page 1)
B e llevue  P rison  W ard  and was 
sealed o f f  by a dozen policem en. 
T he o th e r suspect was taken  to 
the  W adsw orth  A venue p rec inct, 
w h e re  the  c ity ’s top  policem en im ­
m ed ia te ly  converged and began 
one o f the heaviest hom ic ide  in ­
vestiga tions th is  c ity  has ever 
seen.”

N e x t w e  tu rn  to a la te r  ( la te  
c ity )  e d itio n  o f the same paper 
fo r  the same day. T he  top  head­
lin e  is unchanged. B u t the  sub­
head is d iffe re n t. T h is  t im e  i t  
reads, “ Po lice  Rescue One Sus­
pect.”

T he  “ second”  suspect has 
dropped n o t o n ly  o u t o f the head­
line , b u t ou t o f B re s lin ’s s to ry  
too. N o th in g  abou t h is  be ing 
caugh t and beaten b y  the  crow d, 
no th in g  abou t h is be ing rescued 
b y  the  po lice, n o th in g  about his 
be ing taken  to  the  W adsw orth  
sta tion, n o th in g  abou t the  c ity ’s 
top po lice  converg ing  on th a t sta­
tion .

Suspect Vanishes
N ot o n ly  does he disappear fro m  

B re s lin ’s s to ry  in  th e  la te  c ity  
ed itio n , b u t he disappears fro m  
the H e ra ld  T rib u n e  a ltoge ther 
fro m  th a t da te  to  th is .

Perhaps the  w ho le  th in g  never 
happened? Perhaps B res lin , in  the 
heat o f the  m om ent, had in  his 
f ir s t  s to ry  repo rted  a m ere  ru m o r 
as a fact, and, be ing  unab le  to  
v e r ify  it ,  decided n o t to  repea t i t  
in  la te r editions?

B u t the re  are th ree  m orn ing  
papers in  N ew  Y o rk , and in  th e ir  
firfct ed itions the y  a l l  said i t  hap­
pened.’

F o r exam ple, le t  us exam ine

... Questions About the Police and Malcolm X's Murder
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Evolution of 'Monthly Review'
By W illiam  F . W arde

The re v iv a l o f c r it ic a l though t 
and pro test against the  E stab lish ­
m en t has affected a ll shades o f 
p o lit ic a l o p in ion  am ong A m erican  
in te llec tua ls . T he  com m and o f the 
h o u r is: “ To the  L e ft,  M a rc h !”

In  socia list c irc les th is  ra d ic a li-  
zation has been jnos t pronounced 
in  the M o n th ly  R eview . T h is  pe r­
iod ica l is one o f the  m ost serious 
and in flu e n t ia l exponents o f 
M a rx ism , bo th  in  the  U n ite d  States 
and th rou gh ou t L a t in  A m erica  
w here  its  Spanish ed itio n  is w id e ­
ly  read.

F o r 20 years —  fro m  the  tim e  
o f S ta lin ’s M oscow T r ia ls  to  the 
fram eup o f the “ doctors ’ p lo t”  in  
1953 —  its  ed itors, H ube rm an and 
Sweezy, ra re ly  departed fro m  the 
general lin e  m arked  o u t b y  the  
K re m lin . D u r in g  the  past decade, 
how ever, they  have s tead ily  
evo lved to the  le ft,  shedding the 
ideo logy o f S ta lin ism  b i t  b y  b it. 
T h is  s h ift  began in  1956 w ith  the 
spur to  d e -S ta lin iza tio n  g iven  by 
K h ru sh ch e v ’s p a r tia l exposures of 
S ta lin ’s crim es. The M o n th ly  Re­
v ie w  ed ito rs  condem ned the S ov ie t 
suppression o f the  H ungarian  
w o rke rs ’ up ris ing .

Endorse Guerrillas’ Stand
T h e ir re vo lu tio n ism  was acceler­

ated by  the v ic to ries  o f Castro ism  
w h ich  they have a rd e n tly  sup­
po rted  and acu te ly  analyzed. Then, 
a fte r  f i r s t  s id ing  w ith  M oscow in  
the S in o -S o v ie t sp lit, the y  tu rne d  
about and agreed w ith  P ek ing  on 
the m a jo r issues in  dispute. (F o r 
a c r it ic a l appra isa l o f th is  deve l­
opm ent, see “ New  Judgm ent on 
the  S ino -S ov ie t S p lit ”  by  W ill ia m  
F. W arde, In te rn a tio n a l Socia list 
R eview , S um m er 1963.)

N ow  the M o n th ly  R eview  e d i­
to rs have m oved s t i l l  closer to 
consistent M a rx is t positions in  tw o  
c losely connected areas: the  L a t in  
A m erican  re v o lu tio n  and the pros­
pects fo r  socia lism  in  N o rth  A m e r­
ica. T h is  comes ou t in  th e ir  com ­
m ents on a tw o -p a r t a r tic le  b y  the 
U ruguayan  jo u rn a lis t A d o lfo  G illy  
in  the  M ay  and June 1965 issues 
w here  the au tho r o f “ Ins ide  the  
Cuban R e vo lu tio n ”  presents a no 
less pe rcep tive  account o f the 
p o w e rfu l g u e rr il la  m ovem ent now  
opera ting  in  the m ounta ins of 
G uatem ala.

In  th e ir  fo rew ords, H uberm an 
and Sweezy endorse the  stand o f 
the  G uatem alan g u e rr illa s  w ho 
have d e lib e ra te ly  repud ia ted  the 
o ff ic ia l C om m unis t P a rty  lin e  o f 
a llia nce  w ith  the  “ progressive”  na ­
t io n a l bourgeoisie in  “ a b loc  o f 
fo u r classes.”  T h is  p o licy , w h ic h  
S ta lin  took over fro m  M enshevism  
and imposed w ith  d isastrous re ­
sults upon the defeated Chinese 
re v o lu tio n  o f 1925-27 and the 
Spanish C iv il W ar o f 1936-38, has 
he ld  back the  progress o f re v o lu ­
tio n a ry  forces in  m any sectors of 
the  w o rld .

The heads o f the R e vo lu tion a ry  
M ovem ent o f N ovem ber 13 (M R - 
13) have even gone beyond the  
tac tic  o f the L a t in  A m erican  F ide l- 
istas o f keep ing socia lis t ob jectives 
in  the  background d u r in g  the  e a rly  
stages o f o rgan iz ing  the  masses fo r
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arm ed com bat against a d ic ta to r ia l 
reg im e. They have fro m  the o u t­
set adopted a c lear and outspoken 
socia lis t p la tfo rm  and goal to  ra l ly  
the  people in  s trugg le  fo r  a w o rk ­
ers and peasants governm ent.

A lth o u g h  n e ith e r G il ly  n o r the 
M o n th ly  R ev iew  says so, the  re ­
je c tion  o f p o lit ic a l sub ord ina tion  to 
n a tion a l bourgeois elem ents in  the 
a n t i- im p e r ia lis t strugg le , coupled 
w ith  the p ro je c tion  o f the socia list 
a lte rn a tiv e  to ca p ita lis t p ro p e rty  
and pow er, are tw o  o f the  p r in c i­
p a l tenets in  the  th e o ry  o f the 
P erm anent R evo lu tion . T h is  gen­
u in e ly  M a rx is t p rogram , w h ich  d i­
v ided  the B o lshev iks  fro m  the 
M ensheviks and th e  T ro tsky is ts  
fro m  the S ta lin is ts , is  today sep­
a ra tin g  the re fo rm is ts  fro m  the 
revo lu tion is ts  in  m any co lon ia l 
countries.

G il ly  asserts th a t the  M R -13 
com m anders a rr iv e d  a t these con­
clusions e m p ir ic a lly  th rou gh  th e ir  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in  the a n ti- im p e ria l­
is t m ovem ent o f G uatem ala over 
the  past 10 years. T hey  contrasted 
the  fa ilu re  o f the  re fo rm is t A rbenz  
governm ent, w h ic h  was ove r­
th ro w n  in  1954 because i t  refused 
to a rm  the w o rke rs  and peasants 
against the m il i ta ry  coup eng in ­
eered by the  C IA , w ith  the  suc­
cesses o f Castro ’s m ovem ent, 
w h ic h  fo llow e d  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
course.

Salutes Internationalism

T h a t is no t a ll. The G uatem alan 
g u e rr il la  leaders are no t p ro v in ­
c ia l-m in d e d ; they  recognize the 
g loba l connections o f th e ir  na tio n ­
a l freedom  strugg le . T hey  v ie w  
themselves as one detachm ent o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l a n t i- im p e r ia lis t 
and p ro -soc ia lis t camp. T hey  say 
th a t the im p e ria lism  spearheaded 
by  the U n ite d  F ru it  C om pany in  
th e ir  na tive  la nd  can be u ltim a te ly  
crushed on ly  b y  in te rn a tio n a l re v ­
o lu tion .

T he  M o n th ly  R ev iew  salutes 
th is  in te rn a tio n a lis t ou tloo k  based 
on the  organ ic lin k s  between the 
n a tion a l lib e ra tio n  strugg le  and 
the w o rld  re v o lu tio n a ry  m ove­
m ent. Th is, too, i t  should be ex ­
p l ic it ly  stated, is a keystone of 
the doc trine  o f P erm anent R evo lu ­
tion , w h ich  v iew s eve ry  progres­
s ive n a tion a l social upheava l as a 
c o n trib u to ry  com ponent o f a u n i­
f ied  and in d iv is ib le  re v o lu tio n a ry  
process w h ic h  is g loba l in  scope 
and character.

*  *  *

The June issue o f M o n th ly  Re­
v ie w  ca rries  an e d ito r ia l in  w h ich  
the  ed ito rs  a f f irm  th a t the  ideas 
and stra tegy o f the  G uatem alan 
re vo lu tio n is ts  open new  and e x c it­
in g  prospects n o t o n ly  fo r  L a tin  
A m erica  and w o r ld  socia lism  b u t 
also fo r  the beleaguered socialists 
o f the  U.S. A lth o u g h  socialists are 
today a sm all m in o r ity  in  th is  
coun try , we should be as conscious 
as the G uatem alan g u e rrilla s  o f 
be longing to an im m ense re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  m ovem ent w h ic h  embraces 
the ove rw h e lm ing  m a jo r ity  o f 
m ank ind .

S itua ted as they are in  the  la ir  
o f the  im p e ria lis t m onster, A m e r­
ican socialists n o t o n ly  have e x tra  
burdens and d iff ic u lt ie s  b u t spe­
c ia l ob liga tions and opportun ities . 
In  v ie w  o f the  chang ing in te rn a ­

tio n a l and dom estic s itua tion , they 
m ust un de rta ke  to  create a socia l­
is t unde rs tand ing  among the 
b lack  freedom  figh te rs , insu rgen t 
students and in te llec tua ls , and the 
m ost advanced w orkers . W ashing­
ton ’s in vo lve m e n t in  one coun te r­
re v o lu tio n a ry  ad ven tu re  a fte r  an­
other, as in  the Congo, V ie tnam  
and the D om in ican  R epub lic , to ­
gether w ith  m o u n tin g  w a r costs 
and casualties, w i l l  generate m ore 
a n tiw a r and a n t i- im p e r ia lis t  sen­
t im e n t and increase the  acceptance 
o f socia lis t c r it ic is m  and proposals. 
The m ost fa rs igh ted  pa rtic ip a n ts  
in  the em erg ing mass a n tic a p ita l­
is t m ovem ent w i l l  lea rn  th a t the 
socia lis t re v o lu tio n  in  the  U n ited  
States is  the o n ly  road to  sa lva­
tion . w r ite  H ube rm an and Sweezy.

O ver the past q u a rte r o f a cen­
tu ry , v iew s o f th is  k in d  have 
la rg e ly  been lim ite d  to  the  Socia l­
is t W orkers  P a rty  and the M ilita n t.  
T he welcom e p roc lam a tion  o f such 
ideas by  the  M o n th ly  R eview  is 
a s ig n if ic a n t deve lopm ent in  so­
c ia lis t po litics . I t  is no  sm a ll m a t­
te r  fo r  q u a lif ie d  in te lle c tu a l re p ­
resentatives o f the  o lde r genera­
tio n  to  c h a rt a re v o lu tio n a ry  p e r­
spective fo r  th e ir  ow n  cou n try  in  
th e ir  ow n life tim e . I t  is one th in g  
to  espouse a lin e  o f re vo lu tio n  in  
the  “ T h ird  W o r ld ”  where the 
masses in  some places are f ig h t in g  
w ith  arm s in  hand, and q u ite  an­
o ther to  extend an o rie n ta tio n  o f 
in tra n s ig e n t s trugg le  in to  the  
he a rtla nd  o f w o r ld  im p e ria lism  
w here  c u rre n t cond itions are q u ite  
d iffe re n t.

Hopeful Outlook
T h is  hope fu l ou tlook  has been 

engendered b y  the advances and 
achievem ents o f the  co lon ia l revo ­
lu tio n  fro m  China to  Cuba, the  
econom ic successes o f the  w o rke rs ’ 
states, revu ls io n  against the  u t te r ­
ly  rea c tion a ry  and m urderous ro le  
o f U.S. im p e ria lism , the  rise  o f 
the  Freedom  N ow  and s tudent 
m ovem ents and the  a n tiw a r fe e l­
ings expressed by  the “ teach-ins .”  
W e have come a long  w a y  fro m  
the repression and dem ora liza tion  
o f the C o ld  W a r deep-freeze. 
A m erican  rad ica lism  is reg a in in g  
its  m ora le  and expand ing  its  
v is ion . The M o n th ly  R ev iew ’s sen­
s it iv e  response to  th is  new  stage is 
a token o f th is.

W h a t p ra c tica l p o lit ic a l recom ­
m endations do H ube rm an and 
Sweezy de rive  fro m  th e ir  present 
v ie w po in t?  U p  to  now  they have 
rem a ined con tent w ith  ana lyz ing  
w o rld  events. T hey  have re fra ine d  
fro m  any o ther type  o f action b u t 
in te lle c tu a l in te rp re ta tio n  w ith in  
the  fo rm a l fra m e w o rk  o f M a rx ism . 
T h is  is c le a rly  w ith in  the  sphere 
o f th e ir  special competence and 
th e ir  con trib u tio n s  have often  
been in s tru c tiv e  and va luab le .

B u t M a rx is m -L e n in is m  is above 
a ll a guide to  ac tion  and o rg an i­
zation, designed • to  change the  
w o r ld  a round us. N ow  th a t they 
them selves have b ro u g h t fo rw a rd  
th is  side o f M a rx ism , w h a t do they 
propose to  do abou t it?

T h is  question is bound to  be 
raised b y  the m ost energetic young

F idel Castro

Jesse Gray Joins 
Democratic Party Swamp

Jesse G ra y , H a rle m  re n t-s tr ik e  leader, has announced th a t 
he is  e n te r in g  th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty  p rim a rie s , seeking th a t p a r­
t y ’s n o m in a tio n  fo r  m a yo r o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity .

G ra y  som etim es speaks o f h im se lf as a re v o lu tio n a ry  and 
declares th a t the  “ p ro b le m  w o n ’t  be solved u n t i l  w e  change the  
system .”  Y e t he ju s t if ie s  h is  e n te r in g  the  D em ocra tic  P a rty , in ­
stead o f ru n n in g  as an independen t aga inst bo th  the  D em ocrats 
and  R epublicans, as a supe rc leve r tac tic . He says: “ The D em o­
c ra t ic  P a r ty  p rov ides th e  best p la tfo rm  on w h ich  b la ck  people 
can w in '  p o lit ic a l pow er. A t  th is  m om ent the re  is so m uch con­
fu s io n  in  the  D em ocra tic  P a rty ; w e  w o u ld  be in  e rro r  n o t to  take  
advantage o f i t . ”

B u t te l l in g  people to  re g is te r D em ocra t and to  vo te  D em ocra t 
as G ra y  is do ing  is  n o t ta k in g  advantage o f any s itu a tio n  —  i t  
is  p la y in g  r ig h t  in to  the  hands o f th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty  bosses w ho 
w a n t to  keep th e  people tie d  to  the  D em ocra tic  P a rty . Y o u  don’t  
“ ta ke  advan tage”  o f the  p o lit ic a l confusion  in  the  D em ocra tic  P a r­
t y  o r  any  c a p ita lis t p a r ty  b y  te l l in g  b la ck  people and o th e r w o rk ­
ers to  con tin u e  su p p o rtin g  th e  c a p ita lis t parties. T h a t w a y  you 
o n ly  h e lp  th e  c a p ita lis t p o lit ic ia n s  ge t th ro u g h  a p e riod  o f co n fu ­
sion w ith o u t w o rke rs  re je c tin g  them  and o rgan iz ing  aga inst them .

I f  th e re  is one th in g  th e  ru lin g  class fears m uch  m ore  th a n  
i t  fea rs  re v o lu tio n a ry  phrases, i t  is th a t the  w o rk in g  people, b la ck  
and w h ite , w i l l  b re a k  w ith  th e  b ig -business p o lit ic a l pa rties , and 
fo r m  a p a r ty  o r p a rtie s  o f th e ir  ow n. T h e y  dread th e  prospect 
th a t th e  w o rke rs  w i l l  b re a k  o u t o f th e  s tra it ja c k e t o f the  tw o -  
p a r ty  system.

G ra y  says he is aga inst the  rac ism  and w a r o f th is  system. 
H e says o f h is  D em ocra tic  opponents, “ T h e y ’re  a ll p o lit ic a l hacks 
o u t to  save th is  c o rru p t system . T h e y  have no in te re s t in  the  needs 
o f th e  b la c k  and P u e rto  R ican people in  the  ghe tto .”  B u t th is  is 
tru e  n o t o n ly  o f in d iv id u a ls , b u t o f the  D em ocra tic  P a rty , w h ich  
is  a p a r ty  of, b y  and fo r  th e  system.

T h e  w a y  to  f ig h t  w a r  and rac ism , and to  solve th e  o the r 
p rob lem s o f th e  b la ck  people and the  w o rke rs , is  by  b re a k in g  w ith  
th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty , b y  f ig h t in g  to  smash the  D em ocra tic  P a rty  
and  a l l  o th e r c a p ita lis t pa rties , b y  w in n in g  th e  masses o f the  peo­
p le  aw ay fro m  c a p ita lis t parties , and by c re a tin g  a new  mass p a r­
ty  capable  o f de fea ting  th e  c a p ita lis t pa rties  and ta k in g  pow er in  
o rd e r to  change th e  system.

G ra y  belongs to  an o rgan iza tion  ca lled  the  F edera tion  fo r  
Independen t P o lit ic a l A c tio n , b u t th e re  is n o th in g  independen t 
abou t ru n n in g  in  the  in n e r-D e m o c ra tic  P a rty  contests fo r  n o m in ­
ation.

R adica ls o f va rio u s  sorts have been do ing  th a t fo r  30 years 
—  to  no  a va il. T he  o n ly  re s u lt has been to  keep th e  people they  
in flu e n c e  d rugged  w ith  the  de lus ion  th a t th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty  
can be “ used.”  The  t r u th  is th a t the  rad ica ls  w h o  set o u t to  “ use”  
th e  D em ocra ts in v a r ia b ly  have ended up be ing  used them selves —  
to  p reserve  th e  tw o -p a r ty  system . T h a t’s w h a t happened to  the 
C IO  leaders, to  the  S oc ia lis t P a r ty  and C om m un is t P a rty  leaders, 
a l l  o f w h o m  w e re  go ing  to  “ ta ke  advantage”  o f the  D em ocra tic  
P a rty .

To su p p o rt a p o lic y  th a t has fa ile d  ove r and o ve r again, G ray  
says, “ A t  th is  p o in t I  th in k  i t  w o u ld  be a m is ta ke  to  ru n  as an 
independen t on a th ird  p a r ty  t ic k e t . . . W e m u s t r id  ourselves o f 
th e  n o tio n  th a t w e operate as ‘p u r ita n s .’ . . .  I  don ’t  th in k  yo u  can 
w o r ry  abou t m o ra ls  in  a re v o lu tio n .”

B u t h is  a rgum ents  are beside the  p o in t. T he  reasons fo r  no t 
e n te r in g  th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty , the  reasons fo r  b re a k in g  w ith  b o th  
c a p ita lis t pa rties , are  n e ith e r p u rita n ic a l, p u r is t o r m o ra lis tic . T hey 
a re  political. I t  is p o lit ic a l ly  w rong , p o lit ic a lly  confusing , p o lit ic a lly  
h a rm fu l, p o lit ic a lly  su ic ida l, fo r  any ra d ica l o r w o u ld -b e  ra d ica l 
to  teach th e  masses th a t th e y  shou ld  stay in  th e  same p a rties  as 
th e ir  oppressors and exp lo ite rs , and th a t th e y  should  n o t b reak  
w ith  such p a rtie s  and ru n  candidates o f th e ir  ow n  on an in d e ­
p enden t basis w h e re ve r possible.

G ra y  p icks  up  M a lco lm  X ’s slogan, “ freedom  b y  any means 
necessary,”  w h e n  he says he th in k s  i t  is “ co rrec t to  u t i l iz e  w h a t­
eve r m a ch in e ry  is a va ila b le  to  fu r th e r  the  s trugg le  fo r  b lack  
freedom  b y  any  means necessary.”  T h is  is G ra y ’s excuse fo r  e n te r­
in g  th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty . B u t M a lco lm  spent the  w ho le  last yea r 
o f h is  l i f e  denouncing  th e  D em ocra tic  P a rty  and te l l in g  b lack  
people  th e y  w e re  w a s tin g  th e ir  votes by  v o tin g  D em ocra tic , and 
fa l l in g  in to  a tra p  b y  a lig n in g  them selves w ith  such a p a rty .

F reedom  b y  any means necessary —  a co rre c t slogan •— 
m eans th e  use o f any m ethods o r tac tics  th a t w i l l  b r in g  freedom . 
I t  does n o t mean any  m ethods o r tactics. G oing in to  th e  D em ocra tic  
P a rty  o r s ta y in g  in  the  D em ocra tic  P a rty  w i l l  n o t lead to  freedom ; 
o n 'th e  c o n tra ry , i t  is the  m a in  obstacle to  freedom .

N ew  Y o rk  happens to  be one o f the  places w here  i t  is pos­
s ib le  to  ru n  independen t candidates. Jesse G ra y  cou ld  ru n  as an 
independen t a n tic a p ita lis t cand ida te  fo r  m a yo r i f  he w an ted  to, 
w ith  th e  same e ffo r t  i t  w i l l  take  h im  to  ru n  as a cand ida te  fo r  
the  D em ocra tic  nom ina tion . Then  the  votes he got w o u ld  be 
s ig n if ic a n t —  th e y  w o u ld  be a n tic a p ita lis t, a n tiw a r, a n tira c is t votes 
instead o f be ing  D em ocra tic  votes.
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rebels w hom  the  M o n th ly  R eview  
has convinced o f the  correctness 
o f socia lism  and the  need to  p re ­
pare fo r  re v o lu tio n a ry  develop­
m ents in  the  U .S.A. The  G uate­
m alan g u e rr il la  f ig h te rs  do no t 
s im p ly  p o in t to  the  need fo r  a n t i­
im p e r ia lis t action. T hey  are ded i­
cated to  o rgan iz ing  the  masses and 
th e ir  vanguard  in  a life -a n d -d e a th  
strugg le  fo r  power. T he  M o n th ly  
Review  ed ito rs  in s is t th a t th e ir  
exam ple is re le va n t to  ou r cou n try  
and should be em ula ted by  our 
socialists. Y e t they  hesitate to  pass 
fro m  advice to  action  and organ­
iza tion . A n d  the advice o ffe red  to  
date in  th e ir  a rtic les  is inadequate.

D ism iss “ O ld  L e f t ”

A lth o u g h  they  are n o t p o lit ic a l 
newcom ers, H ube rm an  and Swee- 
zy no nch a la n tly  dism iss the  en tire  
“ O ld  L e f t ”  —  ap a rt fro m  the m ­
selves —  as o f l i t t le  account. They 
re fe r to  “ the in e v ita b le  p a ro ch ia l­
ism , iso la tion ism  and secta rian­
ism  o f an in te rn a lly  orien ted L e ft,”  
as though no fun dam e nta l o r im ­
p o rta n t d iffe re n tia tio n s  are to  be 
made between the  d iverse ten ­
dencies w ith in  th is  category.

Y e t the * “ O ld L e f t, ”  in  w h ic h  
the y  them selves m ust be inc luded , 
is no t a t a l l u n ifo rm . B o th  the 
C om m unis t P a rty , vassalized to  
the  o fficeho lde rs  in  the  K re m lin , 
and the  S oc ia lis t P a rty , w h ich  
acts as a t ra i le r  to  the  U.S. State 
D epartm ent, are m iles  aw ay fro m  
the positions m a in ta ined  b y  the 
M R  editors.

On the o ther hand, th e ir  cu rre n t 
v iew s on a series o f basic ques­
tions have b ro ug h t them  closer to 
those long  uphe ld  by  the S oc ia lis t 
W orke rs  P a rty . Indeed, among 
rad ica ls  fro m  M ex ico  to  C h ile , the 
M o n th ly  R ev iew  is  com ing  to  be 
regarded as a “ c ry p to -T ro ts k y is t”  
pu b lica tio n . I ts  m ost recent issues 
can on ly  re in fo rce  th a t im pression.

T he  M o n th ly  R eview  ed ito rs  ap­
p a re n tly  f in d  i t  easier to  adopt 
M a rx is t ideas than  to  d iscard a n ti-  
T ro ts k y is t pre jud ices. H o w  else to 
ex p la in  the la ck  o f theo re tica l 
c la r ity  in  th e ir  appra isa l o f the 
positions o f the  G uatem alan guer­
rilla s?  The p ro g ra m  o f the  M R -13 
M ovem ent n o t on ly  breaks w ith  
the po lic ies o f M oscow -insp ired  
com m unism  b u t approx im ates the 
essential lin e  o f the  th e o ry  o f P e r­
m anent R evo lu tion  w h ich  is above 
a ll id e n tifie d  w ith  T ro tsky ism .

T ra n s itio n a l P rogram
I f  m ore p ro o f is req u ire d , there 

is in te rn a l evidence to  th is  e ffec t 
in  G il ly ’s in te rv ie w  w ith  F ranc is ­
co Am ado Granados, a g u e rr illa  
leader o f the R e vo lu tio n a ry  M ove­
m e n t o f N ovem ber 13, w h o  is 
quoted as saying: “ W e don ’t  have 
a m in im a l re fo rm is t p rog ram  fo r  
today and a m a x im a l re v o lu tio n ­
a ry  p rog ram  fo r  a d is ta n t fu tu re ; 
we have a re v o lu tio n a ry  p rogram  
o f tra n s itio n , in  w h ic h  a l l im ­
m ed ia te  demands are inseparab ly  
lin k e d  to  the  s trugg le  fo r  the  so­
c ia lis t revo lu tio n . On the basis o f 
th is  program , w e are estab lish ing 
and w e sha ll con tinue to  establish 
un ited  fro n ts  w ith  a ll o rgan iza­
tions and pa rties  th a t coincide w ith  
some po in ts  o f ou r strugg le , so 
long  as we are no t the reby  lim ite d  
to  the  jo in t  p ro g ra m  alone, b u t 
are p e rm itte d  to  m ove ahead s i­
m u ltaneous ly  in  the  organ iz ing  of 
the  soc ia lis t re v o lu tio n .”

T h is  is d ire c tly  paraphrased 
fro m  the  docum ent w r it te n  by  
T ro ts k y  in  1938 on the  Death  
A gony o f C ap ita lism  w h ich  re ­
m a ins the  fun dam e n ta l p rog ram  
o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. (See 
The Age o f P erm anent R evo lu ­
tio n :  A  T ro ts k y  A n th o lo g y , ed ited 
b y  Isaac Deutscher, pp. 257-259.)

M oreover, the conception ad­
vanced b y  the  M R -13  heads and 
approved b y  the  M R  ed ito rs th a t 
im p e ria lis m  can be dec is ive ly  
ov e rth ro w n  on ly  th ro u g h  ex tend­
in g  re v o lu tio n a ry  v ic to ries  to  the 
m ost advanced countries was one 
o f the  cornerstones o f the  p rogram  
o f the L e n in is t opposition in  the  
Soviet U n ion  d u r in g  th e  1920’s in  
its  s trugg le  against S ta lin ’s inno ­

A N T O N IO  M A RC O S Y O N  SOSA (r ig h t), one of leaders of 
Guatem alan guerrillas.

va tio n  o f the stra tegy o f “ socialism  
in  one cou n try .”

A lo n g  w ith  others, the  M o n th ly  
R eview  ed ito rs have embraced ele­
m ents o f the  P erm anent R e vo lu ­
t io n  as a re su lt o f th e ir  observa­
tion  o f the course o f the co lon ia l 
revo lu tions  since the  end o f the 
Second W o rld  W ar. H ow ever, the y  
are n o t p ragm atis ts  b u t M a rx is t 
theoretic ians. A re  they n o t the re ­
fo re  ob liged to  m ake clear the  h is ­
to r ica l antecedents and p o lit ic a l 
a ff ilia t io n s  in  the  w o r ld  socia lis t 
m ovem ent o f th e ir  ne w -fo u n d  
views?

The in ju n c tio n  a t the head o f 
th e ir  e d ito r ia l reads: “ T e ll the
T ru th .”  The t ru th  is th a t bo th  the 
pos itive  and nega tive  develop­
m ents in  w o r ld  po litics  d u r in g  the 
po s tw ar pe riod  have p o w e rfu lly  
con firm ed  the correctness o f the 
standpo in t o f the  P erm anent R ev­
o lu tio n  and in va lida te d  the  S ta lin ­
is t dogmas o f con s tru c ting  socia l­
ism  in  a s ing le  c o u n try  and m ak­
in g  blocs w ith  the  “ progressive”  
and “ peace -lov ing”  bourgeoisie. In  
his “ R e flections on the Cuban 
R e vo lu tio n ”  pub lished b y  the 
M o n th ly  R eview , th e ir  la te  co l­
league, professor P a u l Baran, 
w ro te  th a t the dynam ics o f the 
Cuban developm ents fo llo w  the 
pa tte rn  o f a “ pe rm anent re v o lu ­
tio n .”  S hou ldn ’t  a l l th is  be made 
m ore e x p lic it  fo r  the  educational 
b e n e fit and soc ia lis t consciousness 
o f the  New  Le ft?

*  *  *

T ro tsky ism , i.e., l iv in g  M a rx is m - 
Len in ism , is m ore than a set o f 
ideas, a w o rld  ou tloo k  and a p ro ­
gram . I t  is  a m ovem ent, a set o f 
people, w ith  pa rties  and groups 
ac tive  in  both N o rth  and South 
A m erica . N o t a fe w  o f the  in s u r­
gent you th  w ho  have been in tro ­
duced to  socia lis t ideas th rou gh  
the M o n th ly  R ev iew  in  recent 
years have lo g ic a lly  jo ine d  the 
Y oung S oc ia lis t A llia n c e  and the  
S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty . O thers 
have y e t to  cross the  R ub icon 
w h ich  separates academ ic in te rest 
fro m  active  p a rtic ip a tio n  and a f­
f il ia t io n .

The bu rgeon ing N ew  R ad ica l­
ism  is  no t sa tis fied  w ith  w ords 
b u t demands deeds. H uberm an 
and Sweezy say th a t th e  N ew  L e ft  
m ust acqu ire  “ new  perspectives 
and a new  conception o f stra tegy 
and tactics.”  B u t these advisers 
have y e t to  d ivu lg e  w h a t these 
should be. Should they n o t now

take the n e x t step and te ll us a ll, 
in  L e n in ’s words, “ w h a t is to  be 
done?”

The p rim e  im m ed ia te  task fo r  
A m erican  socialists, they say, is 
to  create a socia lis t consciousness 
among the  d iss ident elem ents o f 
the  people. Is  i t  possib le to  f u l f i l l  
th is  task w ith o u t c o n s titu tin g  and 
b u ild in g  a van gu ard  p a r ty  w h ich  
assembles and organizes socialist- 
m inded m ilita n ts  fro m  coast to 
coast around a p rin c ip le d  p rogram  
based on re v o lu tio n a ry  M arx ism ? 
Can the  A m erican  w orkers , N e­
groes and you th  cha llenge and 
o v e rth ro w  the richest, m ost b ru ta l 
and s tro n g ly  entrenched m onopo­
lis ts  and m ilita r is ts  in  the  w o r ld  
w ith o u t such a d isc ip lined , expe r­
ienced and tested leadership?

B ig  S trides F o rw a rd
These are some o f the questions 

im p lic it  in  the  pronouncem ents 
made and the  re v o lu tio n a ry  pros­
pects pro jected by  the  M o n th ly  
R eview  ed ito rs themselves. They 
have taken b ig  s trides to w a rd  
fu l ly  developed M a rx is t positions. 
W il l  they proceed fa r th e r  and 
fas te r in  the  same d ire c tio n  and 
keep in  step w ith  the  m ost 
th o u g h tfu l m em bers o f the  young­
e r generation?

“ I t ’s no t enough to  be fo r  the  
socia list re vo lu tio n , you have to 
say so,”  declared the G uatem alan 
g u e rr illa  leader, Y on  Sosa, to  G il- 
ly .  The M o n th ly  R eview  has u n ­
am b iguous ly  app lied  th is  in ju n c ­
tio n  to  the U n ited  States. We 
m ig h t add, in  L e n in ’s s p ir it :  “ I t ’s 
no t enough to  say you are fo r 
the  socia list re v o lu tio n ; you m ust 
organize or w o rk  w ith  a p a r ty  to 
prepare fo r  i t . ”  W e hope th a t the 
M o n th ly  R eview  w i l l  soon come 
to  see and te ll th is  p a r t of* the 
t ru th  —  and act in  accordance 
w ith  it.

—  June 28, 1965

To the ed ito rs  o f Challenge and
the Progressive La b o r P a rty : * 

Dear Comrades,
In  the  e d ito ria ls  in  y o u r June 

1 and June  29 issues, you  state 
yo u r opposition to  the  candidates 
o f the  D em ocratic  and R epublican 
Parties in  the  com ing m a yo ra lty  
e lection in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity . Y ou 
also p o in t ou t the fa lla c y  o f the 
p o lic y  o f m ilita n ts  sup po rting  the 
“ lesser e v il”  am ong the  candidates 
o f these parties, and c o rre c tly  em ­
phasize th a t “ the re  is abso lu te ly  
no chance w hatsoever th a t w e  can 
w in  any v ic to ries  by  fo rm in g  
coa litions w ith in  the  D em ocratic  
P a rty .”

I  share these op in ions and th a t 
is w h y  I  am  ru n n in g  fo r  m ayo r in  
th is  cam paign a long w ith  a slate 
o f fo u r  o th e r S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  candidates: P e te r Cam ejo 
fo r  P res iden t o f the  C ity  C ouncil, 
P au l B ou te lle  fo r  P res iden t o f the 
B oro  o f M anha ttan , Hedda Garza 
fo r  C om p tro lle r, and L y n n  H en­
derson fo r  C ouncilm an a t Large.

One o f the m a in  po in ts  I  raise 
in  m y  cam paign is the need fo r  
the  fo rm a tio n  o f a broad, inde ­
pendent, w o rk in g  class p a r ty  o r 
pa rties  —  in c lu d in g  such forces as 
the  unions, the  freedom  now  
m ovem ent, the  s tudent a n tiw a r 
m ovem ent, the  socia lis t groups, 
etc. —  to  oppose the  pa rties  o f b ig  
business. O f course, such a broad 
m ovem ent fo r  independent p o lit ­
ic a l action  has u n fo rtu n a te ly  no t 
come about as yet. In  the  m ean­
tim e, and as p a r t o f the  educa­
t io n a l process o f b r in g in g  i t  about, 
w e be lieve the p r in c ip le  o f inde ­
pendent p o lit ic a l action  should be 
uphe ld  by  those w ho  be lieve  in  
it .  T h is  can be done b y  ru n n in g  
independent o f the  ca p ita lis t pa r­
ties o r by  sup po rting  such can­
didacies by  others.

T h a t is one reason w h y  —  in  
the face o f the  m ost w idespread 
“ lesser e v il”  illu s ion s  —  I  ra n  fo r  
p res ident in  opposition  to  G o ld - 
w a te r and Johnson in  the  la s t na­
t io n a l e lection, and th a t is w h y  
I  am ru n n in g  fo r  m ayo r in  th is  
cam paign.

We in  the  SW P be lieve  th a t a ll 
those w ho  understand the  need fo r  
independent p o lit ic a l ac tion  in  
opposition to  the big-business, im ­
p e r ia lis t-w a r parties, should s tr ive  
fo r  the  greatest possib le u n ity  in  
action  around th is  idea.

F o r th is  reason, the  N ew  Y o rk  
loca l o f the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r­
ty , in  sp ite  o f d iffe rences between 
the Socia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  and 
Progressive Labor, has announced 
support fo r  y o u r v ice president, 
B i l l  Epton, in  h is cam paign fo r  
state senator in  the  21st d is tr ic t. 
We have fo u n d  ke y  po in ts  o f 
agreem ent in  h is program , and we 
kno w  th a t i t  is b e tte r to  support 
an a n ti- im p e r ia lis t,  independent 
b la ck  candidate, in  sp ite  o f d i f ­
ferences, than  to abstain and leave 
the  fie ld  to the  big-business p a r­
ties.

SWP Supports 
Epton Campaign

N E W  Y O R K , Ju ly  6 —  The  
N ew  Y ork  Local o f the SW P  
announced today that i t  is 
giving critical support to the  
campaign of W illia m  Epton, 
running fo r state senator 
from  the 21st D istric t on the  
Progressive Labor P arty  tic k ­
et.

C lifton D eB erry ' s a i d ]  
“Though there are im portant 
differences between the SW P  
and P L , we urge voting for 
Epton as a black, workings 
class candidate running in ­
dependent of the Democrats 
and Republicans.”

W e hope you share th is  desire 
fo r  ham m ering  aw ay a t the need 
fo r  independent p o lit ic a l action  
and b re ak ing  w ith  the  c a p ita lis t 
parties. W e also hope you  are 
jo in in g  in  the  s p ir it  —  so re fresh ­
in g ly  ev iden t in  the  n e w ly  ra d ica l­
ized you th  —  o f “ nonexclus ion ,”  
o f overcom ing the sectarian ism  
w h ich  has so p lagued the  A m e r­
ican le ft  in  the past, and o f ac­
cep ting  the  p r in c ip le  o f un ited  
action  around com m on goals 'in  
spite o f d iffe rences on o th e r po in ts. 
Th is  p r in c ip le  in  no w ay excludes, 
indeed i t  enhances, the oppo rtun ­
ities  fo r  cons truc tive  c r it ic is m  and 
c la r if ic a tio n  o f d ispu ted po in ts  on 
w h ich  we m ay have som eth ing to 
lea rn  fro m  one another.

H ow ever, I  f in d  i t  ha rd  to  re ­
concile these hopes w ith  y o u r 
sta tem ent in  the  June 1 e d ito r ia l 
tha t no m a yo ra lty  candidate eix- 
ists w h ic h  you cou ld  suppo rt and 
th a t “ i f  none is fo rth co m in g  b y  
A ugust, the  people w i l l  have to  
‘vo te ’ fo r  m ayo r the o n ly  w a y  th e y  
can —  by  N O T  p u llin g  do w n  the  
le ve r fo r  th a t post.”  B u t to  absta in  
is to  leave the  f ie ld  to  the  pa rties  
o f po lice b ru ta li ty  and im p e ria lis t 
w ar.

M a y  I  re m in d  you  th a t I  have  
been cam paign ing since M a rch  and 
th a t I  and m y  ru n n in g  m ates w i l l  
be on the  b a llo t fo r  m ayo r and 
o ther c ity  posts in  the  com ing elec­
tion .

In  add ition  to  advanc ing  a p ro ­
g ram  on c ity  issues such as po lice  
b ru ta lity ,  we a re  cen te rin g  ou r 
cam paign around g iv in g  people an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  cast a pro test vo te  
against the c r im in a l po lic ies  o f th e  
D em ocra tic  and R epub lican  P arties 
in  V ie tn a m  and Santo D om ingo.

W h ile  recogn iz ing  th a t w e  have 
d iffe rences on o the r po in ts  and 
rem a in in g  at y o u r disposal fo r  a 
cons truc tive  discussion o r debate 
on such m atters, I  suggest te a t 
you support the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a rty  candidates in  th is  cam paign.

F ra te rn a lly , 
C lif to n  DeBerry

“ The socia lis t or anarch is t who 
seeks to o v e rtu rn  present cond i­
tions is to  be regarded as a tta ck ­
in g  the fou nda tion  upon w h ich  c iv ­
iliz a tio n  its e lf rests . . . One w ho 
studies th is  sub ject w i l l  soon be 
b ro u g h t face to  face w ith  the  con­
clus ion  th a t upon the sacredness of 
p ro p e rty  c iv iliz a tio n  its e lf  depends
—  the  r ig h t  o f the  la b o re r to  his 
hund red  do lla rs  in  the  saving 
bank, and equa lly  the  lega l r ig h t  
o f the  m illio n a ire  to h is  m illio n s .”
—  in d u s tr ia lis t A n d ré w  Carnegie

By Bernie Goodman
N EW  Y O R K , J u ly  8 —  The So­

c ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  c ity  elec­
t io n  cam paign has begun w ith  a 
series o f SW P stree t m eetings to  
exp la in  the  SW P prog ram  and in ­
troduce the candidates to  the p u b ­
lic . The m eetings have been he ld 
in  va rious locations, fro m  the  
L o w e r East S ide to H arlem .

D espite the  na tio n a l b ra in w ash­
in g  ac tiv itie s  o f the  Johnson ad­
m in is tra tio n , we found  th a t about 
one th ird  o f the  crow ds on the 
streets w ere  sym pathetic  fro m  the 
outset to  ou r h a rd -h it t in g  demands 
th a t the  G I ’s get ou t o f V ie tnam  
and the D om in ican  Republic. A n ­
o the r one h a lf appeared undecided, 
s tay ing  to  lis te n  and fre q u e n tly  to 
agree w ith  m any o f ou r po in ts. 
A b o u t 20 percent, on the ave r­
age, w ere  ou tspoken ly  hostile . F re ­

q u e n tly  th is  opposition  took  the 
fo rm  o f special groups w h o  d id  n o t 
w a n t to debate the issues, b j i t  
w anted to  b reak up the  m eetings.

F o r exam ple, at one m ee ting  on 
the upper W est Side, a g ro u p . o f 
Cuban ex iles  became enraged a t 
ou r announced suppo rt o f the D o­
m in ican  revo lu tiona rie s . B e fo re  
they cou ld  get too fa r , how ever, a 
group o f D om in ican  exiles w ho  
sym path ized w ith  the  C o ns titu ­
t io n a l cause successfu lly Stopped 
the Cuban cou n te rre vo lu tion a rie s  
fro m  d is ru p tin g  the  m eeting .

A t  ano the r m eeting  in  G reen­
w ich  V illag e , a g roup  o f r ig h t  
w inge rs  began to shout and 
scream. The la rge  crow d, dem ­
on s tra ting  both th e ir  sym pa thy  
w ith  w h a t ou r speakers w ere say­
in g  about th e  w a r and th e ir  be­
l ie f  in  free  and open discussion, 
in  tu rn  shouted dow n the hecklers.

An Open Letter 
To Progressive Labor Party

SWP Candidates Blast War Policies 
At Street Meetings in New York City
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Questions and Answers 
About Socialism

[ In  th is  co lum n w e w i l l  t r y  to  answ er questions about socialism  and  
M arx ism . I f  you  have a question you  w o u ld  lik e  to see taken  u p  in  th is  
co lum n, please send i t  in . Com m ents and c r it ic is m  are w elcom e.]

LO N G  H A R D  STR U G G LES  w ent into build ing the union move­
m ent. H ere U A W  workers sit down in famous 1937 strikes.

p a rtm e n t o f labo r in  the  govern­
m ent, the  disposal o f p u b lic  lands 
o n ly  to ac tua l settle rs and the 
a b o litio n  o f con v ic t labo r. U nde r 
S y lv is ’ leadersh ip  the  1868 con­
ven tion  ca lled  fo r  equa l pay fo r  
equal w o rk  fo r  wom en, the f ir s t  
tim e  such a dem and was p u t fo r th  
b y  an A m erican  la b o r un ion . The 
noted w om en’s -r ig h ts  figh te rs , 
E lizabeth  Cady S tanton and Susan 
B. A n th ony , w ere  in v ite d  as guests 
to  the  convention , over the  opposi­
tio n  o f a section o f bone-headed 
delegates.

Supported E q u a lity
S y lv is  kne w  th a t Negroes had 

no t been fu l ly  freed b y  the  C iv il 
W a r and favo red  com ple te em an­
c ip a tio n  and e q u a lity  fo r  b lack 
w orkers . He once said the  la bo r 
re fo rm  m ovem ent was the  new 
an tis la ve ry  m ovem ent. He sup­
po rted adm ission o f Negroes to  the 
un ions b u t was successfully op­
posed by  those w ho  insisted they 
be kep t ou t o f the m a in  organ­
izations. W ith o u t the b lack  w o rk ­
ers in  the  un ions, S y lv is  said, the 
cap ita lis ts  cou ld  “ k i l l  o f f ”  the 
la b o r m ovem ent by  us ing  Negroes 
as s trikeb reakers .

S y lv is  also stood fo r  in te rn a ­
tio n a l labo r s o lid a rity , based on 
the unders tand ing  th a t an in te r ­
na tion a l d iv is io n  o f la b o r and in ­
te rn a tio n a l c a p ita lis t inves tm en t 
was increasing g re a tly . A t  the  1867 
conven tion  o f the N L U , S y lv is  
voted fo r  a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  th e  F irs t  
In te rn a tio n a l, though  the m otion  
d id  no t ca rry .

By Rosa Luxem burg
The the o ry  o f the g ra du a l in ­

tro d u c tio n  o f socia lism  proposes a 
progressive  re fo rm  o f ca p ita lis t 
p ro p e rty  and the ca p ita lis t state 
in  the  d ire c tio n  o f socialism . B u t 
in  consequence o f the ob jec tive  
law s o f e x is tin g  society, one and 
the o th e r develop in  a p rec ise ly  op­
posite  d irec tio n . T he  process o f 
p roduc tion  is in c rea s ing ly  socia l­
ized, and state in te rv e n tio n , the 
co n tro l o f th e  state ove r the  p ro ­
cess o f p roduc tion , is  extended. 
B u t a t the  same tim e, p r iv a te  
p ro p e rty  becomes m ore and m ore 
the  fo rm  o f open c a p ita lis t e x ­
p lo ita tio n  o f the la bo r o f others, 
and state co n tro l is  penetra ted 
w ith  the  exc lus ive  in terests o f the 
ru l in g  class. The state, tha t, is  to 
say the p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  o f 
cap ita lism , and the p ro p e rty  re la ­
tions, th a t is  to  say , th e  ju r id ic a l 
o rgan iza tion  o f cap ita lism ,' become 
m ore  ca p ita lis t and n o t m ore so­
c ia lis t, opposing to  the  the o ry  o f 
the  progressive in tro d u c tio n  o f so­
c ia lism  tw o  insu rm oun tab le  d i f f i ­
cu lties. ,

F o u r ie r ’s scheme o f changing, by  
means o f a system  o f pha lan ­
steries, the w a te r o f a l l the  seas

S y lv is  d ied  before the  1869 con­
ven tion  o f the  N L U . He was on ly  
41. The N L U  collapsed w ith in  
th ree years, b u t th is  p ioneering  
e f fo r t  bore f r u i t  in  the n e x t gen­
era tion , w hen the  K n ig h ts  o f L a b o r 
and the A m erican  Federa tion  o f 
L a b o r w ere  organized.

In  S y lv is ’ tim e , U.S. cap ita lism  
was in  a pe riod  o f ra p id  expan­
sion in  a v irg in  con tinent, and 
m any w o rke rs  d id  n o t v ie w  th e ir  
pos ition  as wage w o rke rs  as p e r­
m anent, hop ing  to become se lf-e m ­
ployed, o r to  get a piece o f land  
in  th e  West. In  the e a rly  period  
the A m erican  la b o r m ovem ent 
learned the  ha rd  w a y  —  b y  t r ia l  
and e rro r  —  and tended to veer 
fro m  one fo rm  o f s trugg le  to an­
o ther and back again: fro m  pure  
and s im p le  econom ic action re je c t­
ing  p o litic s  to  pu re  p o lit ic a l action 
re je c tin g  strikes, fro m  desperate 
s trikes  to  u top ian  cooperative 
schemes.

O f W hole C loth
S y lv is ’ l i fe  re flected th is  ten ­

dency. B u t u n lik e  today ’s crop o f 
fo r  -  tea -  a t-th e -W h ite -H o u s e -I’l l  
se ll-m y -so u l un ion  o ffic ia ls , he 
was a m an o f p r in c ip le  and a lw ays 
on the  side o f the oppressed. 
W hatever he tr ie d , he w e n t about 
in  a businesslike m anner and de­
veloped some m ethods w h ic h  have 
stood the  test o f tim e. A n d  w h a t­
ever he d id  was aim ed a t increas­
in g  the  pow er o f the  oppressed 
against the oppressor and a t abo l­
ish ing  the  v e ry  system o f wage 
s lave ry  itse lf.

in to  tas ty  lem onade was su re ly  a 
fa n ta s tic  idea. B u t B erns te in  [th e  
fo rem ost th e o ris t o f re fo rm is t so­
c ia lism  a t the  beg inn ing  o f th is  
c e n tu ry ], proposing to  change the 
sea o f ca p ita lis t b itte rness  in to  a 
sea o f socia list sweetness, b y  p ro ­
g ressive ly p o u rin g  in to  i t  bottles 
o f so c ia l-re fo rm is t lemonade, p re ­
sents an idea th a t is m e re ly  m ore 
in s ip id  b u t no less fan tastic .

Need Revolution
The p ro du c tion  re la tions  o f cap­

ita l is t  society approach m ore and 
m ore  the  p roduc tion  re la tions  o f 
soc ia lis t society. B u t on the o ther 
hand , its  p o lit ic a l and ju r id ic a l 
re la tions establish between cap i­
ta lis t society and socia lis t society 
a s tead ily  r is in g  w a ll. T h is  w a ll is 
no t ove rth row n , b u t is on the  con­
tra ry  strengthened and consoli­
dated b y  the deve lopm ent o f social 
re fo rm s and the course o f democ­
racy. O n ly  th e  ham m er b lo w  of 
revo lu tio n , th a t is to  say, the con­
quest o f p o lit ic a l pow e r by the 
p ro le ta r ia t can break dow n th is  
w a ll.

[F ro m  R e fo rm  o r R evo lu tion , by  
Rosa Lu xe m b u rg . T e m p o ra r ily  ou t 
o f p r in t . ]

M arx  stated that under capi­
talism  the w orld ’s w orking  
class would become progres­
sively poorer. Is this concept 
valid  today fo r workers in  the  
advanced W estern countries as 
w ell as those in the colonial 
countries? —  Z.S. Lynn, Mass.

K a r l M a rx  be lieved th a t the  
w o rke rs ’ cond itions o f l i fe  as a 
w ho le  w o u ld  worsen to  such an 
unbearab le  degree th a t the  w o rk ­
ers w o u ld  f in a lly  take the pa th  
o f socia lis t re vo lu tio n .

The s laugh te r and m a im in g  o f 
tens o f m illio n s  in  tw o  w o r ld  
w ars, the  unspeakable ho rro rs  o f 
fascism  th rou gh ou t Europe, the  
absolute im p ove rishm e n t o f h u n ­
d red  o f m illio n s  in  re c u rre n t eco­
nom ic  depressions, the  repeated 
waves o f w o rke rs ’ revo lu tions  de­
fea ted and m a tu r in g  again —  a ll 
th is  in  the  advanced W estern 
countries  in  the  20th c e n tu ry  —  
te s tify  to  the  correctness o f the 
M a rx is t v iew .

Though M a rx  v iew ed  cap ita lism  
as a w o r ld  system and the g ro w ­
in g  m ise ry  o f the  w o rk in g  class as 
an uneven h is to r ic  process w ith  
leaps and ir re g u la r itie s , the  apo l­
ogists fo r  cap ita lism  in s is t th a t h is 
v iew s be p u t to  the  test o n ly  in  
the m ost advanced sections o f the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld , and o n ly  d u rin g  
the peaks o f p ro spe rity . The fa c t 
th a t the im poverished  w o rke rs  o f 
the underdeve loped con tinents  on 
w h ic h  the  im p e ria lis ts  gorge the m ­
selves, are ju s t as m uch the  em ­
ployes o f A m erican , B r it is h  and 
F rench  cap ita lis ts  as the  w o rkers  
w h o  are res ident in  these ad­
vanced W estern nations, is as easi­
ly  fo rgo tten  b y  these c r it ic s  o f 
M a rx  as is the recent W estern past 
o f mass death, hunger and te rro r.

In  ad d ition , eve r sm a lle r quan­
t it ie s  o f la b o r are set to  w o rk  ever 
la rg e r qu an titie s  o f m a ch in e ry  and 
ra w  m ateria ls , w h ile  the  w o rke rs  
w ho produce thousands o f tim es 
m ore w e a lth  than  be fore receive 
an ever sm a lle r p o rtio n  o f it .  T h is  
re la t iv e  increased p o ve rty  is an 
in d isp u ta b le  fact.

C e rta in ly  the  w o rk e r  in  the  ad­
vanced W estern coun tries  has 
g ro w n  p rogress ive ly  poore r in  
some o f the  best th ings  th a t are 
supposed to be free. The v e ry  a ir  
he breathes is fou led  by  noxious 
gases and waste pa rtic les ; he is 
robbed o f the greenery o f na tu re  
in  his g rey w o r ld  o f steel and 
concrete; the sound o f a b ird , the 
q u ie t ru s tle  o f leaves, is replaced 
by  a hideous d in  and c langor th a t 
never ceases; even space in  w h ic h  
to  m ove and liv e  is c ircum scribed 
in  the  fac to ries  in  w h ic h  he is 
massed, the  egg-box tenem ents 
and “ new  housing”  in  w h ich  he is 
p iled , the  ca ttle -c a r buses and sub­
w ays in  w h ich  he is  jam m ed lik e  
cotton in  a bale. A n d  how  m uch 
grea te r is h is  p o v e rty  i f  he is ac­
custom ed to  a ll th is  and doesn’t  
even no tice  i t  any longer!

T he  p lus  o f a free  educa tional 
system, is  balanced b y  the  m inus 
o f its  q u a lity  and purpose o f tu rn ­
in g  ou t con fo rm is t and com petent 
wage slaves and soldiers. The 
fre e in g  o f wom en fro m  endless 
ch ildca re  and housew ork th rou gh  
b ir th  con tro l, k itch e n  gadgets and 
hom e appliances places the  c la im  
o f fa c to ry  and o ffic e  upon h e r la ­
bor, depressing the  m an ’s wage 
w h ile  she is forced to  com plem ent 
it .  The techn ica l w onder o f te le v i­
sion is reduced to  an id io t box 
th a t cries the wares o f the cap­
ita lis ts  in to  the w o rk e r ’s ve ry  
home, t it i l la te s  w ith  sadistic v io l­
ence, d is to rte d  sex and m au d lin  
s e n tim e n ta lity  and te lls  you how  
to  th in k  abou t the news o f the 
w o r ld  th rou gh  ca p ita lis t pa id  ex ­
pe rts  w ith  earnest faces and son­
orous voices.

A n d  how- m easure the constant

gnaw ing  fea r and a n x ie ty  about 
tom orrow ? W il l  the  la bo r camps, 
gas cham bers, c rem a to ry  ovens 
th a t W estern c iv iliz a tio n  e x p e ri­
enced in  the T h ir t ie s  artd Forties 
be repeated to m o rro w  on a b igger 
scale?

W ill  these h o rro rs  be dw a rfe d  
b y  a nuc lear catastrophe?

Is  the la bo r o f the w o rk e r, w h ile  
p ro du c ing  fa n ta s tic a lly  la rge  
masses o f w ea lth , a t the  same tim e  
p roduc ing  the  means b y  w h ic h  he 
h im se lf w i l l  be m ade superfluous, 
to  be rep laced by  a com puter?

W il l  he be made to  jo in  the  
“ su rp lus p o p u la tio n ”  o f unem ­
p loyed  w ho, even no w  in  riches t 
A m erica  a t the  h e ig h t o f the  long­
est pe riod  o f “ good tim es,”  nu m ­
ber in  the  m illions?

H ere  w e come to the  key  aspect 
o f the  w o rke rs ’ “ increasing m ise-

ry . ”  H ow eve r the m ovem ent o f 
wages m ay rise  o r fa ll,  the  class 
pos ition  o f the  w o rke rs  w ith  re ­
spect to  the sale o f th e ir  la bo r 
pow er to the cap ita lis ts  grows 
s tead ily  worse. Dependence upon 
the ow ners o f the means o f p ro ­
duc tion  and subsistence, w ho  alone 
can b u y  h is la bo r power, grows.

M a rx  spoke o f the  increasing  
m ise ry  o f the w o rke rs  fro m  an 
h is to r ic  v ie w p o in t, tra c in g  the 
tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f independent 
producers in to  wage slaves, in to  a 
p ro le ta r ia t ow n in g  no th in g  b u t 
th e ir  pow er to  labo r. In  h is  chapter 
on the  “ H is to r ic a l Tendency o f 
C a p ita lis t A c c u m u la tio n " in  the  
f ir s t  vo lum e o f his g reat w o rk , 
C a p ita l, M a rx  w ro te :

“ A lo n g  w ith  the cons tan tly  
d im in is h in g  nu m ber o f the  m ag­
nates o f cap ita l, w ho  usu rp  and 
m onopolise a ll the  advantages o f 
th is  process o f trans fo rm a tion , 
grow s the mass o f m ise ry , oppres­
sion, s lave ry , degradation, e x ­
p lo ita tio n ; b u t w ith  th is  too  grows 
the re v o lt  o f the  w o rk in g -c la ss  . . . 
T he  m onopo ly o f ca p ita l becomes 
a fe tte r  upon the  mode o f p roduc­
t io n  . . . C e n tra liza tio n  o f the  
means o f p ro du c tion  and socia liza­
t io n  o f la b o r a t las t reach a p o in t 
w here  the y  become in com pa tib le  
w ith  th e ir  ca p ita lis t in tegum ent. 
T h is  in te gu m en t is b u rs t asunder. 
The k n e ll o f p r iv a te  ca p ita lis t 
p ro p e rty  sounds. The e x p ro p ria ­
to rs  are exp rop ria ted .”

The above is w h a t M a rx  act­
u a lly  d id  state abou t the  w orsen­
in g  cond itions o f the w orkers . 
W hen the  exp ro p ria to rs  are ex ­
p ro p ria te d  in  the  o th e r tw o - th ird s  
o f the  w o r ld  in  ad d itio n  to  the 
o n e -th ird  w here  th is  has a lrea dy  
occ iifred , M a rx  w i l l  have been 
proved r ig h t  to  the  sa tis faction  o f 
a l l:  "

— D a v id  Stevens

W illiam  H. Sylvis: Unionist
FREEDOM FIGHTERS

B y  H o w a rd  Sachs
“ L a b o r is the fo u nda tion  o f the 

é n tire  p o lit ic a l, social and com ­
m erc ia l s truc tu re , the  a u th o r of 
a l l w e a lth . R a ilro a d ' ne tw orks, 
Canals, m in e ra l resources, ; 'fac­
tories, m a g n ifice n t c ities, p u b lic  
b u ild in g s  and in te rn a l im p ro ve ­
m ents have no m eaning ' i f  the 
W ealth is co n tro lle d  b y 'a n d 1 fo r  the 
b e n e fit o f a few  in d iv id u a ls  w h ile  
the  g reat mass, the  ‘p roduc ing  
classes,’ are reduced to  p o ve rty .”

'W illia m  H . S y lv is , the  a u th o r o f 
th is  statem ent, was the  f ir s t  g reat 
A m e rica n  la b o r leader and the 
m an w h o  led  the f ir s t  a ttem p t at 
a u n ite d  n a tio n w id e  u n io n  m ove­
m ent, th e  N a tio n a l L a b o r U n ion .

S y lv is  was bo rn  in to  a poor 
w a go n -m ake r’s fa m ily  in  P enn­
sy lva n ia  in  1828. H e learned the 
iro n  m ou ld e r’s tra d e  and settled 
in  P h ila d e lp h ia  w here  he became 
secre ta ry  o f a lo ca l m ou ld e r’s 
u n io n  in  1857.

D iv id e d  M ovem en t
A t  th a t t im e  the  la b o r m ove­

m en t was v e ry  w eak. T here  was 
n o  pe rm anent fed e ra tio n  o r un ited  
g ro up ing  o f the  iso lated loca l 
un ions w h ic h  existed, and the  idea 
Of a na tio n a l un ion , even in  one 
s ing le  c ra ft  o r  in d u s try , had ye t to 
be rea lized.

O n S y lv is ’ suggestion the  P h ila ­
de lph ia  m o u ld e r’s un ion  fo rm ed  a 
com m ittee  to  correspond w ith  
m ou lde rs  in  Other c itie s  advoca t­
in g  a n a tio n a l federa tion , and by  
1860 the  N a tio n a l U n io n  o f Iro n  
M ou lde rs  was form ed.

In  th is  same year, w hen the re  
was danger o f a w a r between the 
U.S. and B r ita in ,  the  In te rn a tio n a l 
W ork in g m e n ’s A s s o c i a t i o n  
(founded  b y  K a r l M a rx  and la te r 
kn o w n  as the F irs t  In te rn a t io n a l) , 
w ro te  fo r  S y lv is ’ cooperation in  op­
posing such a developm ent. H e re ­
p lied : “ O u r cause is a com m on 
one. It- is  w a r between p o ve rty  and 
w ea lth . T h is  moneyed pow er is in  
fa c t ea ting  up  the substance o f the 
people. W e have made w a r upon 
it ,  and we mean to  w in  it .  I f  we 
can, w e  w i l l  w in  th ro u g h  the b a l­
lo t  box, i f  n o t then  w e sha ll re ­
so rt to  s te rne r means. A  l i t t le  
b lo o d le ttin g  is som etim es neces­
sa ry  in  desperate cases.”

N a tion a l U n ion
T he na tio n a l m ou ld e r’s un ion  a t 

f i r s t  was a loose fed e ra tio n  of 
loca ls whose con s titu tions  o ften  
con trad ic ted  each other. A t  S y l­
v is ’ u rg in g  the  1863 conven tion  
b ro u g h t the  local, constitu tions in to  
c o n fo rm ity  w ith  m e n a tio n a l body. 
S y lv is  in it ia te d  the com pulsory  
dues system  to  p ro v id e  a treasu ry  
w tyich was used fo r  a s tr ik e  fund . 
U n io n  cards w e re  in s titu te d  and 
a “ scab a lbu m ”  was pub lished  in  
th e  la b o r press. S y lv is  also s ta rt­
ed the  practice  o f d is tr ib u tin g  reg­
u la r  rep o rts  on prices, ren ts, wages 
and p iecew ork  rates to  un ion  
m em bers.

T h rou gh  the  C iv il W ar, the  iro n  
m ou ld e r’s un io n  was successful, 
securing s ig n if ic a n t wage in ­
creases, h u t '  in  1868 the  p o w e rfu l 
R a tio n a l S tove M an u fac tu re rs  and 
Iro n  F ounders ’ Association decided 
tp  t r y  to  b reak  the  un ion. Wages 
w ere  c u t and m any u n io n  m em ­
bers fire d . The u n io n  ca lled  a 
s tr ik e  in  defense b u t a fte r  n ine  
m onths i t  w as smashed-’ T he  
m o u ld e r’s u n io n  the n  emphasized 
th e  b u ild in g  o f cooperatives as a 
m ethod fo r  its  m em bers to  escape 
the system  o f wage s lavery .

Equal Pay For Woolen
S y lv is  devoted h is  a tte n tio n  a l­

m ost com p le te ly  a fte r  th a t s tr ik e  
to  th e  N a tio n a l L a b o r U n io n  w h ic h  
had  been founded in  1866, and 
w h ic h  was n o t l im ite d  to  a single 
c ra f t  o r  in d u s try . H e had  d ra w n  
the  conclusion fro m  the defeated 
s tr ik e  th a t, w ith  in d u s tr ia l ex­
pansion, i t  was necessary fo r  
w o rke rs  to  jo in  toge ther in  the 
la rgest o rgan iza tion  possible, in  
o rd e r to  co n fro n t the. .increasing ly 
cen tra lized  power“1 o f c a p ita l! Y<|

T he p ro g ra m  o f th e  N L U  Called 
fo r  the  estab lishm ent o f a de-

Which Road to Socialism:
Reform or Revolution?
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L e t t e r s  F r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s

[T h is  co lum n  is  on open fo ru m  
fo r  a l l v ie w p o in ts  on subjects o f 
genera l in te re s t to  o u r readers. 
Please keep y o u r le tte rs  b rie f. 
W here necessary they  w i l l  be 
abridged . W rite rs ’ in it ia ls  w i l l  be 
used, names being w ith h e ld  unless  
a u th o riza tio n  is  g iven  fo r  use.}

Report- from 'Down Under'
M ann ing , W . A u s tra lia

W e over here are faced w ith  the 
fa c t th a t the  rea c tio n a ry  M enzies 
governm ent has com m itted  us to 
sup po rting  (w ith  troops) the
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| 10 Years Ago I 
(In The M ilitant)
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M A R T IA L  L A W  IN  C H IL E  
A IM S  TO  S M A S H  M O U N T IN G  
S T R IK E S  —  M a r t ia l la w  was de­
c la red  to :  s ix  p rov inces o f C h ile  
on J u ly  1, one day a fte r  60,000 
tra n s p o rt a n d  com m unica tion  
w o rke rs  Wfent ou t on s trike . P res­
id e n t Carlos Ibanez a t f i r s t  said 
he w o u ld  n o t declare a “ s tate o f 
em ergency.”  B u t w hen he saw the 
po w e r and de te rm in a tion  o f the  
s tr ike rs  w ho  ignored a l l  govern ­
m en t pleas and threats, he changed 
his m in d  and p u t the  a rm y  in  
con tro l.

“ Em ergency zones”  w ere  created 
and a rm y  o ffice rs  w e re  g iven  d ic ­
ta to r ia l powers th ro u g h o u t C h ile ’s 
in d u s tr ia l regions in c lu d in g  San­
tiago, the  co a l-m in in g  area around 
Concepcion, the steel w o rks  at 
H uach ipa to  and C h ile ’s la rgest 
po rt, V a lpara iso . A l l  troops w ere  
placed on a le rt orders in  th e ir  b a r­
racks.

T he w o rke rs  in  go ve rnm en t-op ­
erated railroads-, bus, streetcar, 
postal and te legraph services w e n t 
on s tr ike . A rm y  troops w e re  m o­
b ilize d  to  m ove a fe w  tra in s  b u t 
no streetcars w ere  ope ra ting  in  
Santiago and o n ly  a fe w  buses 
w ere  in  use.

B y  J u ly  4, fo u r  ou t o f f iv e  serv­
ice stations w ere  closed fo r  la ck  
o f supplies. O n ly  one tra in , us ing 
gasoline and kerosene, m anaged to  
get in to  Santiago ove r the  w eek­
end. —  J u ly  11, 1955.
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G R E A T  U PSU R G E O F LA B O R  
M IL IT A N C Y  S H O W N  IN  N A ­
T IO N -W ID E  S T R IK E  W A V E  —  
The n o -s tr ik e  po licy , w h ic h  since 
Pearl's H a rb o r  has placed . A m e r i­
can la b o r a t the  m ercies o f the  
'W a r'p ro fite e rs  an d  un ion-buste rs , 
is be ing  tra m p le cb in to  th e  dust on 
p icke t lines th rou gh ou t the  na tion .

A  w ave  o f strikes, greatest since 
the  hero ic  days o f the “ s it-d o w n ”  
strugg les o f 1937, has been sweep­
in g  the  c o u n try  fo r  the past tw o  
m onths. H undreds o f thousands o f 
w orkers , d e fy in g  s tr ike b re a k in g  
u ltim a tu m s  o f the  governm ent and 
in  m ost -instances o f th e ir  own 
top un ion  leaders, have courag­
eously snatched up  th e ir  m ost e f­
fe c tiv e  weapon, s tr ik e  action.

D u ring - -the past w eek, -th is 
-m ounting t id e  o f m il i ta n t  la b o r 
res is ta nce -to -co rpo ra tio n  provoca­
tions, wage slashes and  s w e llin g  
la y o ffs  -reached a new  peak o f 
power.. O ve r a hundred  thousand 
w o rke rs  in  key  in d u s tr ia l centers 
b roke  asunder the  shackles o f the  
n o -s tr ik e  p ledge and gave the  a r­
rog an t em ployers th e  o n ly  answ er 
th e y  understand —  c u ttin g  o f f  
th e ir  p ro fits  by  s tr ik e  shutdowns.

A  v ir tu a l genera l s tr ik e  o f ru b ­
be r w o rke rs  is r ig h t  now  p a ra l­
yz in g  the  ru b b e r cen ter o f A k ro n . 
Some 32,000; ru b b e r w o rke rs  are 
on s tr ik e  a t G oodyear and  F ire ­
stone, . w h ile  o th e r companies 

■hastily, la id  o f f  ano the r 24,000 u n ­
der th e  p re te x t o f “ ove rh a u lin g ”  
th e ir  p lan ts, also threatened w ith  
w a lkou ts . —  J u ly  7, 1945.

A m erican  im p e ria lis ts  in  th e ir  
b loody  w a r in  South V ie tnam . As 
th is  governm ent rece n tly  in tro ­
duced conscrip tion  fo r  20 -yea r- 
olds, th is  a ffects m e d ire c tly .

The L a b o r P a rty  is  against con­
sc rip tion ; b u t the  incom petent, re ­
fo rm is t and bu reaucra tic  leader­
sh ip  has no t been ab le to  m ob ilize  
op in ion against th is  measure. Re­
cen tly , they lo s t the suppo rt o f 
the  la rgest un io n  in  A u s tra lia , the 
bu reaucra tic  (and s tr ik e -b re a k ­
in g ) A u s tra lia n  W orke rs  U n ion , 
w h ich , a long w ith  o th e r r ig h t -  
w in g  unions, has declared support 
fo r  the  governm ent pos ition  to  
V ie tnam .

The so-ca lled A u s tra lia n  Com ­
m u n is t P a rty  m e re ly  issues p a c if is t 
slogans and denies ( ! )  the  Com ­
m un is t leadersh ip  o f th e  gu e rrilla s . 
H ow ever, the  W aters ide W orkers  
F edera tion  has declared th a t ships 
c a rry in g  aid to  the  beleaguered 
puppet governm ent (w h iche ve r 
one i t  happens to  be) w i l l  be de­
c la red scab. ... _..

The “ dem ocra tic”  M enzies gov­
e rnm en t has a lready  announced a 
series o f repressive measures to 
p re ven t th is  fro m  happen ing , fo l­
lo w in g  some inc iden ts  o f th is  k in d . 
The A m e rica n  m agazine F act ap­
pears to  have been banned (sev­
e ra l issues have been confiscated 
in  the  m a ils ) . T ra v e l to  N o rth  
V ie tn am  is now  fo rb idd en . A  re d ­
b a itin g  c a m p a ig n  ( “ Com m ie 
f ro n ts ” ) has been s ta rted  b y  some 
o f H e r M a je s ty ’s m in is te rs . A l l  th is  
on top  o f the ex tre m e ly  repressive 
leg is la tion  in troduced  by  the  state 
governm ent in  Queensland d u rin g  
the recent s tr ik e  makes the  s itua ­
t io n  lo ok  ra th e r m enacing.

S t i l l  the re  is a considerable 
am oun t o f op in ion  against the  ac­
tions o f the  A m e rica n  im p e ria lis ts  
in  V ie tnam , even am ong the u n i­
ve rs ity  students (a m ost back­
w a rd  section o f the c o m m u n ity ), 
so a l l is no t lost.

N.R.

Wall Street Gets 
Secret Report-

N ew  Y o rk , N .Y .
I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  c a ll to  the  a t­

te n tio n  o f y o u r readers an ite m  
w h ic h  I  fou nd  b u rie d  in  the  June 
12 N ew  Y o rk  T im es, abou t a spe­
c ia l m ee ting  M a x w e ll T a y lo r, U.S. 
ambassador to  Saigon, he ld  w ith  
the  b ig  boys on W a ll S tree t when 
he was in  the  U.S. recen tly :

“ Am bassador M a x w e ll D . T ay ­
lo r  b rie fed  a W a ll S tree t audience 
yesterday on the  s itu a tio n  to  V ie t­
nam . H e spoke p r iv a te ly  before 
131 business, ba nk ing  and b ro k ­
erage leaders a t a m ee ting  o f the 
B u llo c k  F orum , an o rgan iza tion  
th a t meets p e rio d ic a lly  a t 1 W a ll 
S tree t . . .”  r ,j, , j.
. - T he  a rtic le  d id n ’ t  re p o rt w ha t 
■Taylor had, to  s a y .' W hatever i t  
was, Johnson’s agent c le a rly  d id n ’t  
w a n t the A m e rica n  people to  k n o w  
w h a t he was te ll in g  the  im p e r ia l­
is t overlo rds. W h ile  the  people are 
spoon-fed S tate D e pa rtm en t re ­
leases, the  W a ll S tree t ru le rs  of 
th is  c o u n try  get the  rea l dope.

W h a t w e n t on a t th is  “ p r iv a te  
b r ie f in g ”  to  some o f the top  m em ­
bers o f the  ru lin g  class? W hat 
p lans fo r  the d ir ty  w a r the  U.S. 
is  .w ag ing  to, V ie tn a m  w ere  d is ­
cussed there , in  secret, beh ind  th e  
backs o f the  people? W h a t new  
a troc ities  w ere  ou tlin e d  the re  —  
and w h a t p lans w e re  la id  fo r  
d ra w in g  the A m erican  people 
closer to  a m a jo r war?

T he po w e r to  m ake w a r should 
be taken  o u t o f the  hands o f T a y ­
lo r, Johnson and the  t in y  m in o r ity  
o f the v e ry  r ic h  w ho no w  ru n  th is  
cou n try . The tea ch -in  m ovem ent

should be extended, so th a t a l l the 
people w o u ld  have the r ig h t  to  de­
bate and discuss the  V ie tn am  w a r, 
and the f in a l pow er to  m ake deci­
sions about the  w a r should rest 
w ith  the  people. L e t the  people 
vo te  on the  V ie tn am  w a r!

B.S.

Yahoo-ing President
F lush ing , N .Y .

T he  rop ing , b rand ing , yahoo -ing  
P resident, shedding crocod ile  tears 
ove r the  d u ll thu d  o f bu lle ts  in to  
o u r bodies, has no tears o r com ­
passion w h a teve r fo r  the hundreds 
and thousands o f men, w om en and 
ch ild re n  to  V ie tn am  w h o  are be ing 
m aim ed ’and roasted to death b y  
the  gasoline je l ly  bombs.

T he  im p e ria lis ts  have invaded 
V ie tn am  w ith  50,000 e lite  troops. 
H e’ l l  n o t o n ly  g ive  them  b u lle t 
thuds b u t je llie d  f ire  bombs as 
w e ll.

T he  P res iden t has $700 m il lio n  
to  sub jugate a fre e  people w ho  
w anted  a free  e lection, an election 
th a t was prom ised them  by  the 
Geneva A cco rd  o f 1954.

Johnson does n o t have one red 
cen t to  a llev ia te  the  flo o d w a te r 
con d ition  in  the  M id w e s t o r to  
defend c iv i l  r ig h ts .

O n ly  Socia lis t energy can ad jus t 
these cond itions. F o r a w o rke rs  
and fa rm ers  governm ent!

O .T.

Helping Hand
O lathe, Colo.

Enclosed is $10 fo r  a subscrip ­
tion  and dona tion to  the cause, 
w h ic h  is needed so ve ry  bad.

T here ’s a bunch th a t needs 
im peachm ent b u t i t  seems nobody 
starts  the b a ll ro llin g . M ore  pow er 
to  you and a ll others w ho are 
t ry in g  to  do som ething.

J.B.

SWP and SLP
Rom ulus, M ich .

I  am a subscriber to  bo th  The 
M il ita n t  o f the  Socia lis t W orkers  
P a rty  and the W eekly People o f 
the  S ocia lis t L a b o r P a rty . I  accept 
the  p rinc ip le s  th a t bo th  advocate.

Oops, W rong  S titch ! —  A  U P I
d ispatch fro m  Boston reported : 
“ Massachusetts o ff ic ia ls  reca lled  
today a sh ipm ent o f state flags 
made b y  inm ates o f the  F ra m in g ­
ham  W om en’s R e fo rm a to ry . W h it ­
ney S m ith , J r., d ire c to r o f the  fla g  
research center, to ld  a le g is la tive  
com m ittee yeste rday th a t the  p r is ­
oners made an e rro r. In  place of 
the  fea tures o f an Ind ian , the 
w om en had subs titu ted  /-the fea ­
tu res o f th e ir  fo rm e r W arden a t 
the  re fo rm a to ry . The flags w ere  to 
have been f lo w n  in  f ro n t  o f state 
buildings.’*,..

A n  A m erican  L a dy  —  P erle  
Mesta, fo rm e r ambassador to  L u x ­
em bourg ' arid a leade r-'o f W ash­
in g to n ’s social set, appa ren tly  
takes a d im  v ie w  o f the  fa c t th a t 
a -Negro, M rs. P a tr ic ia  H a rris , has 
now  beert' appo inted ambassador 
to th a t coun try . C om m ented the  
“ charm ing,”  „Mesta: “ I ’m
sure people w i l l  l ik e  her. W hen 
I'-w e n t to  L u x e m b o u rg  I  took m y 
b u t le r  and m a id , w h o 'a re  colored, 
and people adored i t . ”

T h in k  You’ve Got- Headaches?
—  N ew  Y o rk  H e ra ld  T rib u n e  co l­
u m n is t Eugenia Sheppard reports  
on the  d if f ic u lt ie s  ,besetting m o th ­
ers t ry in g  to  g e t',- th e ir , k id s  in to  
sw ank p r iv a te  schools: “ Choice o f

The on ly  d iffe re nce  I  can f in d  be­
tw een them , a fte r  read ing  both 
th e ir  pu b lica tio ns  fo r  m ore than  
tw o  years, is  the  means to  th e ir  
goals.

The S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  is 
m il ita n t  enough to  u t il iz e  the  o n ly  
m ethods ava ilab le  —  hum an m e th ­
ods, c a rrie d  ou t b y  hum ans. The 
Socia lis t L a b o r P a r ty  is so id ea l­
is tic  th a t i t  seems to  re je c t any 
m ethod n o t made in  heaven and 
c a rried  ou t b y  a messiah.

U p  to  1964 I  had a lw ays voted 
fo r  one o f the  m a jo r p a rty  can­
didates fo r  p res ident, except once 
(W allace, 1948). In  1964 I  cou ld 
have voted, w ith  good conscience, 
fo r  e ith e r M r. Hass o r M r. D e­
B e rry . I  vo ted  fo r  M r. D e B e rry  
because I  fe lt  the  S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  w o u ld  be m il ita n t  
enough to  h o ld  w h a te ve r they 
m ig h t w in  a t the  po lls.

The greatest b a r r ie r  to any so­
c ia lis t p a rty  ever com ing to  pow er 
in  the U.S. is the in do c trina ted , 
b ra inw ashed w o rk e r  h im se lf. I  
th in k  a l l A m erican  e lections p rove  
th is. A t  least 80 o r 90 pe rcen t o f 
the  w o rke rs  in  the  p la n t w here  I  
w o rk  are so com p le te ly  un de r the  
in flue nce  o f the  un ion  bureau­
crats, chu rch  dogma, o r some o ther 
supers tition , th a t I  see l i t t le  hope 
fo r  them . No m ore than 10 percent 
o f these w o rke rs  w i l l  read one 
pa rag raph  o f e ith e r The M il ita n t  
o r W eekly  People. Even those w ho 
do, sneak o f f  someplace to  h ide  
w hen they  read these pub lica tions.

T h is  m ay be o f in te res t to  the  
p ris tin e  ed ito rs o f the W eekly Peo­
ple. A  m a jo r ity  o f those in  m y 
p la n t w ho do read both pu b lica ­
tions, ho ld  m ore resentm ent to ­
w a rd  the W eekly People than 
against The M il ita n t .  T h is  is 
p ro b a b ly  due to  the W eekly Peo­
p le ’s b lu n t and unequ ivoca l stand 
on organized re lig ion .

I  do w ish  y o u r tw o  pa rties  
w o u ld  un ite . I  be long to no pa rty . 
B u t I  p rom ise both o f you I  w o u ld  
be g lad to  jo in  a coa litio n  o f the 
tw o. I  also th in k  y o u r tw o  pa rties  . 
com bined could fo rm  the nucleus

the r ig h t  w a rd robe  in  w h ich  to  be 
in te rv ie w e d  b y  a great A m erican  
p re pa ra to ry  school is  ta k in g  p len ­
ty  o f wom en p le n ty  o f tim e  and 
fo re th o u g h t these days. I t  ca lls 
fo r  a p ro je c tio n  o f a m othe r look, 
som eth ing f a s h i o n  d e fin ite ly  
doesn’t  encourage. A f te r  years of 
p a n tin g  a fte r  the  younger ha irdo  
and the  l i t t le  g ir l  dress, i t  takes 
a w h o le  new  w a y  o f th in k in g , le t  
m e te ll you, to  tu rn  u A  lo ok in g  
lik e  the d ream  g ir l  o f tn e  head­
m aster a t M idd lesex .”

Real Considerate —  The W a ll 
S tree t J o u rn a l rep o rts  the  debate 
i n , m edica l c irc les on the  c o n flic t 
be tw een research and “ ethics*’1 —  
occasioned b y  the use o f pa tien ts 
as gu inea pigs in  experim ents, 
w ith o u t f ir s t  e x p la in in g  to  them  
ju s t w h a t is be jhg done o r  the

th a t  w o u ld  a ttra c t so m any o f the  
fa c u lty  and student body n o w  
b eg inn ing  to  s t ir  on the campuses 
across the  land . These lo o k  m ore 
ho pe fu l to  m e th a n  th e  p itifu l 
w re tches on the  p ro du c tion  line .

1 am  sending each o f yo u  a 
copy , o f  „ th is  le tte r. I t .  m ay  m ake 
no im p a c t on e ith e r o f you. B u t a t 
least bo th o f you  w i l l  have  an  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  take the  pu lse  o f 
the  w age-earner a t the  p roduc­
t io n  leve l.

Troy E. Hopson

Letter from Mississippi
Rosedale, Mis?,

I  am  now  res id ing  to  Rosed ale* 
a ru ra l a re a 1 abou t 100 m iles  fro m  
Jackson.

Rosedale is  one o f the  places 
w h ere  the  un ion  s trikes  are be ing 
he ld r The w o rke rs  w h o  chop co t­
ton m ake o n ly  $3 a day fo r  w o rk ­
in g  10 hours. Jus t w o rk in g  one 
h o u r in  ' th is  M iss iss ipp i w ea the r 
can k i lT ^ iu .

T he w o rke rs  have no m ed ica l 
insurance; the y  rece ive a^  tWtU- 
week vaca tion  d u r in g  C h ris tntos 
b u t w ith o u t any pay; th e re  is ho 
social security . S a n ita ry  cond itions 
are te rr ib le , e ld e r ly  people a fld  
young  ch ild re n  a re , w o rk in g , and 
so-on. T o  p u t i t  v e ry  s im p ly , th e y  
are slaves to th e ir  c ra c k e ri bosses.

A l l  those w ho  have gone- on 
s tr ik e  „are harassed, th rea tened  
ph ys ica lly  and ru n  th e - r is k  o f 
never ge tting  th e ir  jobs back 
again. A t  the peak o f the  s trike , 
ove r 500 w o rkers  s truck  in  Rose­
dale alone. Because o f the Jackson 
dem onstrations, w h ich  m any o f 
the  w o rke rs  took p a rt in  and w e re  
arrested, and because the people 
have no t been supported w ith  an y  
m oney, food o r c lo th in g  w h ile  on 
s trike , the  num be r o f s tr ike rs  has 
decreased to  abou t 100.

I  w o u ld  lik e  to  m ake a plea fo r  
m oney o r food o r c lo th in g . Y ou  
can send m oney to Ida  M a c L a w - 
rence, P.O. B ox  1135, Rosedale, 
M iss. I t  w o u ld  be deep ly appre­
ciated.

B .K .

r is k  invo lved . The instance was 
reca lled o f the  S lo a n -K e tte r in g  In ­
s titu te  in je c tin g  liv e  cancer ¿ells 
in to  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  ho sp ita l p a t­
ients w ith o u t te ll ir ig  them  w h a t 
they were. H ow ever, a doctor w ho  
pe rfo rm ed  m ost o f th e '1 in je c tio n s  
exp la ined  th a t “ we d id  'iro f  W ish!tb  
s t ir  up  any unnecessary anxie ties, 
distu rbances o r phobias in tc,6 u f 
pa tien ts .”

Due Process o f L a w  —  
A m erica !) C iv .il L ib e rtie s  U n ion  tips 
in te rvened  oh b e h a lf o f a 14-y¿‘ah­
old  boy p resen tly  im p rison ed  w i th  
a d u lt inm ates in  A rizo n a  State 
P rison. The A C L U  reports  th e  hoy 
Was a llow ed to w a ive  counsel and 
represent h im se lf. H e was 'Al­
lo w e d ' ''to  ' p lea d  . g u ilty  w ith o t it  
bene ftt o f  ColiHsel1 and sent ’to  the  
r i& te ,h iis d h ‘ fo r  a subs tan tia l t$ m i,  

_______ , ________ — B a r r y  R ih g

Thought fo r the Week
“ The U.S. ac tion  in  Santo D om ingo c le a rly  d id n ’ t  even begin as 

the a d m in is tra tio n  says i t  d id  —  w ith  an even-handed em ergency m is ­
sion o f m ercy by U.S. M arines  w ith  no m ore m o tive  tha n  th a t o f Sav­
in g  lives. W hat the reco rd  reveals, in  fac t, is th a t fro m  the outset o f 
the upheava l the re  was a concerted U.S. governm ent' e f fo r t  . . . to  
checkm ate the rebe l m ovem ent by w h a te ve r means and a t w h a teve r 
cost.”  —  The W a ll S tree t Jou rna l.

It Was Reported in the Press

' • To reach the widest audience with pur 
coverage of the antiwar and Freedom New 
movements, we are,offering a 4-month in­
troductory subscription to The MMtqn* 
for $1. ($1.50. outside of the Ù.S.)

Nome .................. ................................................... ........

S treet  ......     Zbtte

C ity  ............................. ....... S ta te - .........

Send to The M ilitan t, 116 University Place, 
New York, N . Y . 10003.

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTION
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Socialists in N.Y. City Elections 
Campaign Against Vietnam W ar

Support 
SWP Campaign

The N ew  Y ork  SW P cam­
p a ig n  committee needs your 
help. I f  you can distribute  
literature , help collect signa­
tures to get the party on the 
ballot, contribute funds, a r ­
range meetings for the can­
didates, etc., call A L  5-7852 
or w rite  SW P Campaign 
Com mittee, 116 U niversity  
Place.

Copies of the election p la t­
form , stickers demanding 
U.S. troops get out of V ie t­
nam and the Dom inican Re­
public and against police b ru ­
ta lity , posters, buttons, etc., 
are available on request.

Lynn Henderson
For Manhattan 

Councilman a t Large
L y n n  Henderson is a 29-year- 

o ld  p r in te r. H e specia lized in  econ­
om ics in  college. Asked abou t the 
SW P’s p rogram  on p o ve rty  and 
unem ploym ent, he said: “ The m a in  
economic p rob lem  o f N ew  Y o rk  is 
poverty .

“ The fede ra l m in im u m  wage is 
o n ly  $1.25 an hour, and the re  is 
no c ity  m in im u m  wage law . A  
great m any w o rke rs  in  New  Y o rk , 
especia lly  service w orke rs , are no t 
even covered by the  m in im u m  
wage la w  and m ake less than  $1 
an hour. To e lim in a te  p o ve rty  we 
need a m in im u m  wage la w  th a t 
covers every w o rk e r and ensures 
th a t eve ry  fa m ily  w i l l  have an 
adequate incom e. A  m in im u m  of 
$3 an h o u r is a re a lis tic  m in im um , 
and is abso lu te ly  necessary to 
m a in ta in  a fa m ily  a t a decent 
leve l. W e advocate the  state in s t i­
tu te  the  $3 m in im u m  im m ed ia te ly . 
T h a t w ou ld  be a f ir s t  step tow a rd

P au l B ou te lle  is a 30 -yea r-o ld  
ta x i d r iv e r  w ho  was born  and 
ra ised in  H a rlem . Asked about 
w h a t he proposed to do to  im ­
p rove  housing in  N ew  Y o rk , he 
said:

“ A cco rd in g  to the  1960 census 
th e re  w ere  550,000 d w e llin g  un its  
in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  w h ich  w ere ‘de­
te r io ra tin g , d ilap ida ted  o r la ck in g  
essentia l fa c ilit ie s .’ M ore  than  100,- 
000 fam ilies  w ere  l iv in g  in  over­
crow ded conditions. H ousing tha t 
poor people can a ffo rd  is ge tting  
m ore and m ore scarce. In  1961, 
fo r  exam ple, the  H ous ing A u th o r­
i t y  b u ilt  6,000 lo w -re n t a p a rt­
m ents, b u t a lm ost th ree tim es th a t 
num ber o f lo w -re n t apartm ents 
w ere  to rn  dow n o r converted to 
h ig h -re n t. La nd lo rd s  a llo w  hous­
in g  to  de terio ra te , b u t the y  keep 
ra is in g  rents.

“ The f ir s t  th in g  th a t’s needed 
is a la w  c u ttin g  ren ts to  a leve l 
people can a ffo rd  —  10 percent 
o f th e ir  incom e. Even th a t ren t 
should no t go to s lum lords, b u t 
should be used by tenant com m it­
tees to  m a in ta in  and im p rove  
bu ild ings .

“ B u t th a t’s on ly  a f ir s t  step. A  
la rge  p a rt o f th is  c ity  has to  be 
to rn  dow n and re b u ilt .  A  mas­
s ive governm ent lo w -re n t housing 
construc tion  p rogram  is necessary. 
A l l  the  unem ployed in  N ew  Y o rk  
cou ld  be g iven use fu l jobs in  re ­
b u ild in g  the  c ity .”

C oncern ing racism  in  New  Y o rk  
C ity , B ou te lle  declared th a t the 
“ SWTP ca lled  fo r  freedom  now , fo r  
f u l l  econom ic, p o lit ic a l and social 
e q u a lity  fo r  the  Negro and P uerto  
R ican people in  eve ry  sphere, fro m  
housing to  jobs to  educa tion .”

estab lish ing  a na tiona l $3 m in ­
im um .

“ U nem p loym ent cou ld  easily be 
e lim in a ted  b y  tw o  k in ds  o f meas­
ures: a p rogram  o f pu b lic  w o rks  
th a t are ba d ly  needed in  New 
Y o rk  to im p rove  housing, schools, 
recreation  and transp o rta tio n ; and 
a sho rte r w o rkw e e k  a t no reduc­
tio n  in  pay. U nem p loym ent com ­
pensation should be at f u l l  u n io n - 
scale wages, and should cover the 
f u l l  pe riod  o f unem p loym ent.”

Hedda Garza
For Comptroller

B orn  35 years ago in  N ew  Y o rk  
C ity , M rs. Garza is a fu l l - t im e  ed i­
to r ia l w o rk e r and the  m o the r o f 
fo u r ch ild re n .

“ Since I ’m  the m a in  buye r fo r  
a fa m ily  o f s ix ,”  M rs. Garza com ­
m ented, “ I  kn o w  th a t the tax  set­
up  is rigged against the  poor. 
T hey ’ve cu t the  excise taxes on 
lu xu rie s , and ra ised the sales tax  
to  fo u r percent. T h is  means tha t 
i t ’s easier fo r  the r ic h  to get 
je w e lry  and fu rs , b u t the  w o rk in g  
people pay even h igh e r taxes on 
th e ir  d a ily  necessities.

“ The com p tro lle r cou ld see to  i t  
tha t taxes on the  poor, lik e  the 
sales tax , be e lim ina ted . The ric h  
rea l estate operators should be 
made to pay th e ir  f u l l  p ro pe rty  
taxes instead of the taxes on the 
phony lo w  estim ated va lue  o f th e ir  
p ro p e rty  th a t the y  pay now.

“ The c o m p tro lle r also has the 
r ig h t  to  investiga te  the w a y  th a t 
c ity  funds are used. To he lp  m ake 
sure th a t Negro and P ue rto  R ican 
ch ild re n  get a decent education

Peter Camejo
For President 

O f the C ity Council
P eter Cam ejo, 25, lives  in  M an­

ha ttan  and is a com pute r opera tor. 
H e is na tiona l secre tary o f the 
Y oung Socia list A lliance .

S peaking o f the recent dem on­
s tra tion  by  thousands o f o ff-d u ty  
po lice  at the c ity  counc il hearing 
on the rev iew  board issue, M r. 
Cam ejo said: “ In  the face o f ju s t 
the recent w e ll-p u b lic iz e d  cases o f 
f la g ra n t po lice p re jud ice , tr ig g e r-  
happiness and b ru ta li ty  —  such 
as the C ruz and W h itm o re  a ffa irs  
—  no reasonable person could 
doub t the need fo r  m ore c iv ilia n  
con tro l o f police. A f te r  a ll, th ird -  
degree false confessions and the 
shooting o f innocent people are no t 
unavo idab le  and c e rta in ly  don’t 
he lp reduce crim e.

“ The care fu lly-o rgan ized opposi­
t ion  to even the v e ry  m ild  and 
inadequate proposal by C o un c il­
m an Weiss has a hys te ria  about i t  
and bears the m a rk  o f a re c ru it­
m ent d r iv e  among po lice by rac is t 
and u ltra r ig h t groups. T h is  po ints 
up the need fo r  e ffec tive  com ­
m u n ity  con tro l o f police, p a rtic u ­
la r ly  in  the ghettos. I  fa v o r com ­
m u n ity  c iv ilia n  po lice rev iew  
boards representa tive  o f com m u­
n i ty  groups, such as c iv i l  righ ts , 
b lack na tion a lis t, P ue rto  R ican and 
c iv i l  lib e rtie s  organizations, w ith  
the  pow er to  act, to  serve as a 
w atchdog over the po lice .”

Clifton DeBerry
For Mayor

“ The m a jo r ity  o f A m ericans 
voted fo r  Lyndon  B. Johnson in  
1964 because o f prom ises he made 
against w a r,”  said C lif to n  D eB er­
ry . “ Y e t a fte r  on ly  a few  m onths 
in  o ffice , he expanded the w a r in  
South V ie tnam  and bombed N o rth  
V ie tnam . He financed and arm ed 
Tshom be’s m ercenary a rm y  in  the 
Congo, and pa rtic ip a ted  in  a 
b ru ta l a ttack  upon tha t coun try . 
He ordered the  invas ion  o f the 
D om in ican  R epub lic  in  o rd e r to 
p re ven t the people o f the is land 
c o u n try  fro m  d e te rm in in g  th e ir  
ow n fu tu re .

“ The D em ocra tic  and R epub­
lic a n  P arties, on a local, state and 
na tiona l level, share the respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  th is  c r im in a l fo re ign  
p o lic y ,"  the candidate declared. 
“ H ere  in  N ew  Y o rk , bo th  the  
Dem ocrats and Republicans w h o le ­
he arted ly  support the w a r p ro ­
g ram  o f the Johnson a d m in is tra ­
tion .

“ The question o f w a r is one 
w h ic h  d ire c tly  a ffects eve ry  sing le  
person in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity . There 
is no question th a t th is  c ity  w i l l  
be destroyed in  the event o f a nu ­
c lear w ar.

“ T h is  e lection cam paign offers 
New  Y o rke rs  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  e f­
fe c tiv e ly  dem onstra te th e ir  opposi­
t ion  to the b ipa rtisan  fo re ign  
po licy  by vo tin g  against its  local 
supporters. I  urge a ll w ho are 
against the  w a r in  V ie tn am  to  vote

fo r  the  Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty  
and support o u r cam paign,”  De­
B e rry  said.

“ T h rou gh  the SW P cam paign, 
we hope to reach m any o f those 
w ho have no t been reached by the 
teach-ins  o r p ro test m arches w ith  
the tru th  about w h a t is happening 
in  V ie tn am ,”  the candidate con­
cluded.

D eB erry , w ho is 40, ran  fo r  
P resident o f the  U.S. in  the 1964 
elections. N ow  a house p a in te r by 
trade, he has had w ide  experience 
as a un ion  organ izer in  the M id ­
west and South.

The SW P announced D e B e rry ’s 
candidacy in  M arch . The p a r ty ’s 
nom inations fo r  the fo u r o ther 
o ffices were announced June 6, 
a fte r  a c ity  conven tion .

Strike of N.Y. Taxi Drivers 
Shows Workers’ Solidarity

funds should be p u t in to  the 
schools w here  they  are m ost 
needed —  and to  get m ore funds, 
le t ’s ta x  the fa t  cats and take  the 
squeeze o f f  the  v e ry  people whose 
ch ild re n  are ge tting  the sho rt end 
o f the s tick .”

By Paul
NE W  Y O R K , June 7 —  The 

g reat m a jo r ity  o f the fle e t ta x i 
d r iv e rs  in  New  Y o rk  C ity  voted 
w ith  th e ir  fee t fo r  a un ion  last 
week as they successfully s truck  
the c ity ’s 83 fleets. W hen b lack 
and w h ite  w o rke rs  can establish 
e ffec tive  p icke t lines 24 hours a 
day fo r  seven days and m a in ta in  
h igh sp irits , i t  proves th a t a ta x i 
un ion  w i l l  be form ed.

T h is  is an in d u s try  in  New  Y o rk  
C ity  w here  organ iz ing  drives and 
s trikes have been repea ted ly  b ro ­
ken b y  in tim id a tio n , b u t th is  tim e  
the w o rkers  w ere  u n a fra id  of 
be ing seen on the p icke t lines by 
the  bosses. The shop stewards 
gained experience in  ho ld in g  a 
p icke t lin e  and stopping the  fleets 
and the p ickets acquired the ex ­
perience and class consciousness 
w h ich  on ly  comes th rou gh  un ited  
action.

M any companies d is tr ib u te d  
an tiu n io n  lite ra tu re  th rough  the 
m a il o r at garages in  an a ttem p t 
to p re ven t the  s tr ik e  and the fo rm ­
ation  o f a un ion. Several th o u ­
sand c ity  po lice w ere  assigned to 
special s tr ik e  d u ty  and sometimes 
ou tnum bered p ickets at garages. 
B u t the s tr ik e  was e ffec tive  and 
the s tr ike rs  solid u n t i l  they voted 
to re tu rn  to w o rk  J u ly  5th on c ity  
A F L-C IO  leader H a rry  V an A rs - 
da le ’s recom m endation. The tem ­
po ra ry  settlem ent —  w here  the 
companies agreed to sub m it f ir in g s  
to  an a rb itra to r  —  is a bare m in ­
im u m  and a c tu a lly  settles alm ost 
no th ing . B u t the s tr ik e  its e lf gave 
the d r iv e rs  confidence. T h is  is 
som eth ing new.

I  rem em ber w a lk in g  w ith  m y 
th ree -yea r-o ld  son on a p icke t line  
in  1958 against the Je t T ransp o rta ­
tio n  Co. in  an a ttem p t to get some 
f ire d  d r ive rs  back. T h a t was when 
the  Team sters tr ie d  to  organize 
some garages b u t fa ile d  —  as a ll

Boutelle
other a ttem pts since the  1930’s had 
—  and le f t  some d riv e rs  v ic t im ­
ized and others dem ora lized. The 
present d rive , how ever, is m arked 
by  increasing un ion m orale.

I  was present w hen las t w eek ’s 
s tr ik e  was ca lled  a t a m eeting 
June 27 o f the T a x i D r iv e r ’s O r­
gan iz ing  C om m ittee. The TOC is 
headed by Van A rsda le . There 
w ere some 7,000 fle e t d r ive rs  and 
sym pathetic  ow ne r-d rive rs  ove r­
flo w in g  the h a ll. The mood o f m y 
fe llo w  d riv e rs  was m ilita n t.  The 
TOC and V an A rsda le  w ou ld  have 
lost th e ir  sup po rt i f  the y  hadn’t 
suggested s tr ik e  action.

The m a in  dem ands o f the fle e t 
d r ive rs  inc lude : 1) Job secu rity  
against a rb it ra ry  f ir in g .  2) E nd in g  
o f k ickbacks to d ispatchers. 3) 
E lim in a tio n  o f b la c k lis tin g  at 
garages. 4) Pension, m ed ica l and 
vaca tion  bene fits  fo r  a l l d r iv e rs  on 
the basis o f tim e  w orked . 5) Rep­
resentation at the c ity  H ack B u ­
reau against w h a t one d r iv e r  a t 
the m eeting  described as “ fascist 
tac tics”  by po lice. 6) U n ion  recog­
n ition .

A c tin g  M ayo r P au l R. Screvane 
issued a v e ry  “ o p tim is tic ”  ,s tate­
m ent about the  se ttlem ent im p ly ­
in g  no m ore  s trikes. B u t th is  is 
on ly  the beg inn ing  o f the ju s t f ig h t 
o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity  cab d rive rs . 
The N a tion a l La bo r Re lations 
B oard  —  w h ich  refuses to  ho ld  an 
in du s try -w ide  election and gives 
equal w e ig h t to votes o f p a r t-  
tim e  d r iv e rs  —  has set elections 
in  38 o f the 83 garages fo r  J u ly  
21. T h is  is thè hardest k in d  of 
e lection fo r  the  un ion , b u t the 
TOC is expected to w in  ne ve rthe ­
less. I  also be lieve the  owners w i l l  
once again have to  be con fron ted  
w ith  a show o f un ited  s treng th  by 
s tr ik in g  d r iv e rs  be fore th e y  w i l l  
negotiate and g ra n t m ea n ing fu l 
concessions

Paul Boutelle
For Manhattan 

Borough President


