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B y George Saunders

Interview With an SDS Leader
B y  B a rry  Sheppard

The" fo llow ing  in te rv iew  was 
given to The M ilita n t  on A p r il 12 
by C la rk  Kissinger, national sec­
re tary o f Students fo r a Demo­
cratic Society. SDS is the organ­
izer o f the A p r il 17 March on 
Washington to End the W ar in  
Vietnam.

*  *  *

Q. W hat do you hope the March  
w ill accomplish?

A. W ell, I  th ink  there are two 
main goals o f the March. The firs t 
is to make some sort o f dent in 
the conception that there is a con­
census of a ll'th e  people behind the 
President on the w ar in  Vietnam. 
We want to make i t  known that 
there is another point o f v iew  in 
America and that there is a siz­
able portion o f American public 
opinion which dissents from  A m er­
ica’s current role in Southeast 
Asia.

The second goal of the March 
is to make some e ffo rt towards 
the reconstitution o f a v iable peace 
movement in  the U.S. or at least

to bring together some sort of 
coalition o f a ll forces w ith in  the 
U.S. which oppose the w ar in  V ie t­
nam.

We w ant people coming to the 
March to understand that there 
is no simple message we can give 
them to take back home and im ­
plement — signing petitions or 
something like  that. People must 
take home from  this March a feel­
ing tha t w hat they have to do is 
go home and bu ild  movements fo r 
basic social change in America.

Q. In  the process of organizing 
the M arch, have you noticed any 
evidence of a new mood on cam­
puses regarding the w ar in V ie t­
nam?

A. That’s d iff ic u lt to say be­
cause in  my operations p ilo ting  a 
desk in New Y ork I  w ouldn ’t have 
the same experience as someone 
who is trave ling  on the campuses. 
However, I th in k  there is a new 
mood on the campuses. I ’m not 
sure I w ould ascribe i t  d irectly  to 
the w ar in  V ietnam  alone. A ll  o f 
the activ ities which have been

going on th is year — the Free 
Speech Movement, the protest 
against the w ar in Vietnam, and 
so fo rth  —  have contributed to a 
grow ing student movement tha t’s 
been developing since 1960. The 
large outpouring of student sup­
port fo r this demonstration is 
symptomatic of the grow th of the 
student movement in America.

Q. W hat is your personal reac­
tion to Johnson’s recent speech on 
Vietnam?

A. He sim ply reaffirm ed his 
previous position tha t the U.S. 
would not tolerate a successful 
revolution in  Vietnam. He prob­
ably went fa rthe r in  tha t speech 
than ever before in ascribing the 
causes of the w ar to N orth V ie t­
nam; tha t is, characterizing the 
w ar as a w ar o f aggression as i f  an 
arm y had marched across the 17th 
paralle l in to South Vietnam.

His .supposed unconditional ne­
gotiations were obviously quite 
conditional. His firs t condition was 
tha t the U.S. w ould not negotiate 

(Continued on Page 6)

Using a ll the sanctimony of a 
low-grade, Texas-style Sunday 
sermon in his policy speech on 
Vietnam, President Johnson tried 
to pose as an apostle of peace. 
But the o live branch he held up 
fo r the television cameras at 
Johns Hopkins U n ivers ity  on A p ril 
7 was too scrawny —  it  fa iled to 
cover the mailed fist.

A lthough th is country ’s obedient 
propaganda machine is playing 
the speech up as a sincere o ffe r 
to negotiate an end to the blood­
shed in Vietnam, this cannot be 
taken seriously.

The hypocrisy of Johnson’s 
words was made evident by the 
headlines the day a fte r he spoke:
3,000 more marines being sent to 
V ietnam ; biggest bombing ra id 
yet on N orth V ietnam ; U.S. jets 
clash w ith  Chinese planes. W ith in  
a week came the announcement 
tha t over a thousand more arm y 
GIs were being shipped to V ie t­
nam. And the U.S. bombing raids 
on N orth  V ietnam and gue rrilla - 
held sections o f South V ietnam 
continue w ithou t letup. The de­
tonations of U.S. bombs and the 
cries of the dying victim s drown 
out Johnson’s pious ta lk  about 
how much he loves peace.

Clash W ith  China
Especially ominous was the 

clash of U.S. jets and Chinese 
MIGS, reported im m ediately by 
Peking as having taken place over 
Hainan, the huge Chinese island 
enclosing the G u lf o f Tonkin  on 
the east. U.S. officia ls, close­
mouthed about the a ir battle, 
claimed merely that i t  had taken 
place o ff the Chinese coast.

In  his speech, Johnson professed 
a readiness to negotiate “ uncondi­
tiona lly .”  Unmentioned were two 
very im portan t conditions he has 
set: 1) The U.S. insists on its
“ r ig h t”  to bomb N orth  V ietnam 
up to and during any negotiations. 
2) The U.S. w il l  not negotiate w ith  
the National L iberation Front 
(called V ie t Cong by U.S. offic ia ls 
and press fo r propaganda pu r­
poses), w hich controls most of

South Vietnam and has the sup­
port of most of the population.

Thus, Johnson’s negotiation 
“ o ffe r”  was only to N orth  Vietnam. 
On the basis of the belief or pre­
tended belief that Hanoi started 
the peasant revolution in South 
Vietnam by pu lling  a string, John­
son offered to ta lk  about ending 
the U.S. bombings i f  Hanoi would 
stop that peasant revo lu tion by 
another pu ll on the string. O f 
course, Hanoi hasn’t  the pbwer to: 
stop the guerrilla  w ar in  South 
V ietnam even i f  i t  wanted to —  
and Johnson and the war-escala- 
tors in Washington know th a t,.

Since Johnson’s negotiation o ffe r 
is such a transparent fraud, w hy 
did he make it? I t  was a propa­
ganda move to take the heat o ff 
Washington both at home and 
abroad.

Never before have the peoples 
of the w orld  seen the im peria lis t 
and m ilita r is t features of A m er- 
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N E W  Y O R K  —  C lark  K is ­
singer, national secretary of 
Students fo r a Democratic  
Society; Curtis C raw ford, a 
spokesman for the Com mittee  
for a Sane Nuclear Policy; 
and B arry  Sheppard, editor 
of the Young Socialist, w ill  
participate in  a panel discus­
sion here of “W hat Should 
U.S. Policy Be in  V ietnam ?” 
on F riday, A p ril 23, 8:30 p.m.

The discussion w ill center 
on the question of w hat to do 
after the M arch on W ashing­
ton.

The meeting is being held 
by the M ilita n t Labor Forum  
at 116 U niversity P I. (near 
Union Sq.).

N.Y. Forum to H ear 
Spokesmen from  
SANE, SDS, YSA

Johnson's Fake 'Peace' Bid 
Is Cover for Continued War
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CASTRO SPEECH 
ON VIETNAM

—  See page 4 —
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GET GI'S OUT 
OF V IE TN AM!
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D r. Benjam in M. Spock, the 
nation’s foremost au thority  on 
ch ild  care, has become a sponsor 
o f the Committee to A id  the 
Bloom ington Students, i t  was an­
nounced in New Y o rk  last week.
Joan Baez, the fo lksinger, has also 
become a sponsor. O ver 800 dis­
tinguished men and women, m ain­
ly  professors from  colleges and 
universities a ll over the U.S., are 
sponsors of CABS.

The Committee to A id  the 
B loom ington Students was organ­
ized to defend three Ind iana U n i­
ve rs ity  students indicted fo r the ir 
socialist beliefs. Tom Morgan,
Ralph L ev itt, and J im  Bingham, 
officers of the Indiana U n ivers ity  
Young Socialist A lliance, were in ­
dicted in  1963 under Ind iana’s 
“ Anti-C om m unism ”  Act.

The three students were f irs t 
charged w ith  attending a public 
meeting, sponsored by the ir 
branch of the YSA, at w h ich  Le­
ro y  McRae, a Negro and Y S A  na­
tiona l officer, spoke on c iv il 
rights. This meeting was an ap­
proved campus meeting. Later, lo - unconstitutional because i t  f la -
cal prosecutor Thomas Hoadley gran tly  violates freedom of speech
added another ind ictm ent based and assembly, is so vague as to
on the fact tha t the defendants be a catch-all, and because state
had held a meeting to discuss th e ir sedition laws as such are pre­
defense against the f irs t  in d ic t- empted by federal legislation,
ment. A t the heart of the case of the

The charge in  both cases was B loom ington students is the r ig h t
“ assembling”  fo r the purpose of Df  students to listen to, debate,
“ advocating or teaching”  the doc- and hold ideas — any ideas —  and
tr in e  tha t the governments of the to bu ild  organizations advancing
State o f Indiana or the United ideas. Prosecutor Hoadley claims
States should be overthrow n by tha t students do not have these
force or violence. rights i f  the ideas are socialist. A t

The law  under w hich these in - . the beginning of the case, he stat-
dictments were handed down ed that his purpose was “ to r id
states tha t its purpose is “ to ex- the campus of the YSA.”
term inate communism, commun- Another issue, raised by the 
ists, and any or a ll teachings of second indictm ent, is the r ig h t of
the same.”  I t  also makes i t  a crime the accused to plan the ir defense,
to be “ un-American.”  The law  is Hoadley has indicted the students

because they held a meeting to 
discuss raising funds and secur­
ing a law yer to defend them from  
the orig ina l indictm ent!

The case came before Monroe 
County Judge Nat U. H il l  in  
M arch 1964. (Indiana U n ivers ity  
is situated in  Bloom ington in  
Monroe County.) Judge H il l  
agreed w ith  the defense and de­
clared the law  unconstitutional. 
Hoadley appealed this decision —  
although only on the basis o f his 
second indictm ent, thereby drop­
ping the f irs t one.

The Indiana Supreme Court up­
held this M cC arthyite law  (passed 
during  M cC arthy’s heyday in 
1951) on the basis of “ state’s 
rights.”  This is the same form ula 
used to ju s tify  state sedition laws 
and state J im  Crow laws used 
against Negroes and the c iv il-  
rights movement.

The case is presently being ap­
pealed to the federal courts. The 
immediate appeal costs facing the 
defendants are about $D,000. 
CABS is urg ing a ll who believe 
in  academic freedom and the B ill 
o f Rights to send a contribution 
to the Committee to A id  the 
B loom ington Students, P.O. Box 
213, New York, N-Y..’ 10003.

Weekly Calendar
AD RATES 

Th* ra t*  for advertising in this col­
umn it 40 cants a lino. Display ads are 
$2 a column inch. There is a ten per 
cant discount for regular advertisers. 
Advertising must reach us by the Mon­
day prior to the date of publication.

BOSTON
PERSPECTIVES FOR FREEDOM, 1965. 

Speakers: James Shabazz, close associate 
of Malcolm X, and Mrs. Ella Collins, 
president of the Organization of Afro- 
American Unity. Fri., April 23, 8 p.m. 
295 Huntington Ave. Rm. 307 (one block 
from Mass. Ave.) Contrib. 75c. Ausp. 
M ilitant Labor Forum.

•
ik e  CHICAGO

THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON: 
Results anfJ Prospects. A panel discus­
sion by th^ee participants. Fri., April 23, 
8 p.m. 302 South Canal St. Ausp. 'Friday 
Night Socialist .Forum.

•
DETROIT

A REPORT ON THE MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON. Speakers: three partic­
ipants in the March. Fri., April 23, 8 
p.m. 3737 Woodward. Ausp. Friday Night 
Socialist Forum.

LOS ANGELES 
;i SELMA AND SAIGON. Hear Kipp 
Dawson, just back from Selma, report 
on the struggle in Alabama. Also, re- 
Dortavby participants in the April 17 
demonstration against the war in Viet- 
nam. 'Firi.,’ 'April 23, 8:30 p.m. 1702 E. 
4th St. Ausp. Militapt Labor Forum.

: 'i ‘ * * *

$ THEODORE EDWARDS presents a 
Marxist view of the news in his bi-weekly 
radfo commentary. Tues., A jiril 27, 6:30 
p.m. (repeated Wed., April 28, 9 a.m.) 
KPFK-FM (90.7 on your dial).

•
k ' w i  MINNEAPOLIS 

THE INDIANA "SUBVERSION" CASE. 
Speaker, Ralph Levitt, one of three In­
diana University students indicted for 
fheir Socialist beliefs. Fri.. April 23, 8:30 
p.m. 704 Hennepin Ave. Hall 240. Ausp. 
Friday Night Socialist Forum.

•
V t i .  NEW YORK 

,jl WHAT SHOULD U.S. POLICY BE IN 
VIETNAM? A symposium. Panelists: 
Clark Kissinger, rjational. secretary, Stu­
dents fo rTa Democratic Society; Curtis 
Crawford,Spokesman, SANE; Barry Shep­
pard; editor, Young Socialist. Fri., April 
23, 8:30 p.m. 116 University PI. Contrib. 
$1. Ausp. Militant Labor Forum.

Marxism and 
Existentialism:

Are the Two 
Compatible?

By George Novack
In the Spring issue of

In ternational
Socialist

Review
i  ’ i .»

Send 50c for a copy tfl:

, 116';!University Pldce 
New York; N.Y. 10003

By D errick  Morrison
D ETR O IT —  Continued picket­

ing  of tw o white-owned stores in 
the Negro ghetto here has un­
masked several agencies —  po l­
iticians, police and press —  of the 
power structure as enemies of the 
black people’s struggle fo r Free­
dom Now.

The boycott and p icketing of 
the Azzam stores began a fte r a 
member of tha t fa m ily  shot and 
k ille d  a Negro in  the store who 
was try in g  to prevent m altreat­
m ent of a ch ild  accused of steal­
ing a 12(! cake. (See A p r il 12 
M ilita n t.)  Moreover, residents of 
the area had long resented the 
insults and hum ilia tion  suffered 
by Negro customers in  the store. 
The D e tro it newspapers reported 
tha t the dead man had draw n a 
kn ife  although five  black w it ­
nesses to the k ill in g  deny this.

A fte r a month’s h igh ly  success­
fu l picketing, the Azzams’ loss was 
estimated at $10,000. In  an attem pt 
to stop the boycott, police issued 
w arrants fo r  the arrest o f 38 p ick­
ets, charging them w ith  conspira­
cy to pu t the Azzams out of busi­
ness. Comer McNeil, organizer of 
the boycott, and his w ife  were a r­
rested. They are out on $1,000 
ba il each.

The day the warrants were 
issued, a meeting of about 300 
people, the m a jo rity  o f whom 
were grassroots people from  the 
black ghetto, was held at K in g  
Solomon Baptist Church. M cNeil 
moderated the meeting. Speakers 
included Rev. A lb e rt B. Cleage, 
A tto rney M ilton  Henry, and Ernest 
Mazey of the M ichigan C iv il L ib ­
erties Union.

The audience ind ignantly  ques­
tioned w hy County Prosecutor 
Olsen, who arrested the pickets, 
had not reopened the case o f the 
store k illin g . They a ll expressed 
a w illingness to go to ja il as the ir 
brothers do in the South. Rev. 
Cleage urged ( b lack people to 
m obilize to support the picketing, 
and urged some Wayne State U. 
students present to organize stu­
dent support fo r the picket line.

The lawyers at the meeting 
pledged legal support to the p ick­
ets. A fterw ards, around m id­
n ight, a spirited one-hour dem­
onstration was held outside the 
store. La te r in  the week, 15 peo­
ple were arrested and released on 
$1,000 ba il each. The Azzams have 
appealed to the M ichigan C iv il 
Rights Commission. W hat irony! 
Bu t they have closed the ir store, 
a proof of the boycott’s strength.

FNP Candidate Runs 
For Mich. Legislature

DETRO IT —  The Michigan 
Freedom Now P arty  is running 
a candidate fo r state representa­
tive  in  D e tro it’s 24th d is tric t. The 
FNP nominee, Jackie W ilson, is 
running against James Del Rio, a 
Negro Democrat, and Robert Jor­
dan, a Republican.

The M ichigan Freedom Now 
P arty  is organized around the 
program o f independent black po l­
itica l a,ction. I t  began in  the la tte r 
pa rt o f 1963' and firs t fielded can­
didates in  the 1964 elections, when 
i t  ran a f l i i l  slate o f b lack can­
didates fo r  state and local offices. 
Rev. A lb e rt B. Cleage was the 
FNP candidate fo r governor. Jac­
kie W ilson, the present candidate, 
ran fo r state senator in  November.

The curren t election w il l  be held 
M ay 10. f t  is a special election, 
called when the elected repre­
sentative, Daniel West, ,was un­
seated ' by the M ichigan State 
Legislature.

A n  end to police b ru ta lity  is 
one o f , thè m ain planks th a t the 
FNP candidate is campaigning on. 
The FNP program calls fo r an end 
to a ll form s of d iscrim ination 
against Negroes, fo r  jobs fo r Ne­
groes, and urges .no support to 
e ither o f the m a jo r’ po litica l par­
ties.

Two Denver Socialists 
In School Board Race

DENVER —  Barbara Taplin  and 
Howard Wallace have announced 
the ir candidacies in  the Denver 
school-board election to be held 
M ay 18. They are endorsed by the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  and the 
Young Socialist A lliance.

The candidates said tha t “ the 
m ajor issues of our campaign w il l  
be the demand to end the w a r in  
V ietnam by the immediate w ith ­
draw al o f American troops and 
the demand fo r equality of educa­
tion  by bring ing  c iv il righ ts in to 
the classroom.”

Speaking before the Denver 
Area Labor Federation on March 
22, the candidates’ campaign man­
ager made the fo llow ing  state­
ment:

“ Mrs. Tap lin  and M r. Wallace 
. . . are runn ing  because the labor 
movement here in Denver is fa i l­
ing in  its responsib ility to run  its 
own candidates —  in  th is elec­
tion or in any other election . . .

H o w a rd  W allace

“ Since the labor movement isn’t  
runn ing  its own candidates, le t me 
present a few  of the ideas Mrs. 
Tap lin  and M r. Wallace stand for.

“ F irs t, they support the Denver 
Federation of Teachers, and the 
p rinc ip le  o f union organization of 
teachers w ith  a ll union rights, in ­
c luding the r ig h t to  strike. They 
are in  favor of a secret-ballot 
election to determ ine the bargain­
ing agent fo r Denver’s teachers.

“ Second, they favor higher sal­
aries fo r teachers. The salaries 
should be determined by collective 
bargaining, w hich only a real la ­
bor union can carry out.

“ Th ird , they propose to improve 
the qua lity  of education by in vo lv ­
ing  teachers, through the ir unions, 
in  deciding matters of educational 
policy. The school adm inistration 
should be lim ited  to matters of 
technical adm inistration. Educa­
tiona l policy, teaching methods 
and subject m atter should be de­
cided by the teachers, w ith  the 
partic ipation of the students in  
the h igher grades. Loya lty  oaths 
and po litica l inquisitions should 
be abolished.

“ Fourth, they favo r p rov id ing  
tu ition -free  jun ior-co llege and 
un ivers ity  education to every stu­
dent who wants it. And they are 
in  favor of paying fo r  a ll th is 
by taxing the rich  ra ther than 
the poor. The tax rate on b ig cor­
porations and the income taxes of 
the w ealthy should be raised to 
pay fo r improvements in  educa­
tion.

“ F ina lly , our candidates favor 
bring ing c iv il rights in to  the class­
room. Teachers and students should 
get involved in th is progressive 
movement. Textbooks should be 
rew ritten  to te ll the tru th  about 
Negro h is to ry and Spanish-Am er- 
ican h istory, and about the con­
tribu tions of these m in o rity  groups 
to our society. We believe a stu­
dent c iv il-r ig h ts  movement would 
do more to end the problem  o f 
school dropouts than a dozen 
‘W ar-on-P overty ’ programs.

Chicago Memorial Meeting 
Aids Family of Malcolm X

B y Jack M arsh
CHICAGO —  Over 800 people, 

including many leading figures 
in  the c iv il-r ig h ls  struggle, attend­
ed a m em orial service fo r M a l­
colm X  here A p ril 4. The a fte r­
noon service, at. the Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, was sponsored by 
the Chicago Committee to form  
an “ Educational Fund fo r the 
C hildren of M alcolm  X  Shabazz.”  
Over $1,600 was raised.

S terling Stuckey, the historian, 
presided over the f irs t pa rt o f the 
mem orial program, w hich consist­
ed of dram atic readings from  the 
works of m ilita n t A fro -Am erican  
leaders w ith  Nahaz Rogers of ACT 
provid ing the connecting narra­
tive.

Lawrence Landry, the leader of 
two school boycotts in Chicago, 
presided over the second part of 
the meeting. Landry, the cha ir­
man o f ACT, praised Malcolm  be­
cause he “ to ld the tru th  and did 
not run, and he was assassinated 
fo r tha t reason. He is a liv in g  
tru th , a symbol of us here to­
day.”

Landry then introduced the 
leading committee members: 
Chairman T. R. M. Howard, M.D., 
Charles Sumner Stone, fo rm er ed­
ito r of the Chicago Defender, and 
Lew  House, radio commentator. 
N ovelist John O. K illens, who de­
livered one of the eulogies, said:

“ Malcolm X  Shabazz belongs to 
the ageless, w ith  N at Turner, 
Frederick • Douglass and John 
B row n . . . Le t us not be deceived 
by ' w hat we hear. H isto ry w il l  
v indicate Malcolm X. The im por­
tan t th ing is his life , and how 
he lived — this creative life  he 
lived .”

Dr. Thomas, who became na­
tiona lly  famous ten years ago be­
cause of his m ilita n t stand d u r­
ing the Emmett T il l  lynching case 
and consequently had to leave 
Mound Bayou, Miss., declared: 
“ W hat made Malcolm  X  Shabazz 
a great man in this day is tha t 
he had the guts to say w hat n ine- 
tenths o f Am erican Negroes w ould 
like  to say bu t - don’t have the 
guts to say.”

Ossie Davis, the noted actor- 
producer w ho had presided at the 
New Y ork  m em orial meeting, de­
livered a speech of tr ibu te  to 
Malcolm and urged support fo r 
M alcolm ’s children and his w idow.

New York Benefit Slated
NEW YO R K —  A  benefit fo r 

the fam ily  of M alcolm  X  w il l  be 
held at the Apo llo  Theater in  H a r­
lem Friday, A p r il 23, at 12 m id ­
night. A  star-studded cast w il l  in ­
clude: Sammy Davis, Jr., N ina
Simone, D ick Gregory, Ossie 
Davis, Ruby Dee, the Le Roc Bey 
Dancers and others.

Tickets at $3, $5 and $10 may 
be purchased from  the sponsoring 
organization, Concerned Mothers 
fo r the W idow and Four C hildren 
of M alcolm  X , 109 W. 125th St., 
(phone) MO 6-7185 and at the 
A pollo  Theater. Headed by Ruby 
Dee and Mrs. Sydney Poitier, the 
committee’s sponsors include: 
Mrs. W.E.B. DuBois; Mrs. Fannie 
Lou Hamer of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic P a rty ; James 
Farm er of CORE; Cleveland Ro­
binson, Sec’y-Treas., D is tric t 65, 
A F L -C IO ; and Doris Turner, vice 
president, Local 1199, D rug  & 
Hospital W orkers Union, A F L - 
CIO.

Dr. Spock, Joan Baez, Back 
Indiana 'Sedition' Defendants

Detroit’s Ghetto 
Continues Fight 
On Store Owner

Joan Baez
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B y  D ick  Roberts

NEW  YORK, A p r il 10 —  Over
4,000 demonstrators turned out 
here today fo r a protest march 
and ra lly  demanding an end to 
U.S. bombings and immediate 
negotiations on the V ietnam  war. 
Organized by Women S trike  fo r 
Peace, the march was led by Dr. 
Benjam in Spock, the famous baby- 
care specialist who is the co-chair­
man of the National Committee 
fo r a Sane Nuclear Policy.

The march began at Columbus 
C ircle in  m idtow n Manhattan, and 
w ent to the H am m arskjöld Plaza 
at the U nited Nations. Coming 
on ly  three days a fte r Johnson’s 
televised speech at Johns Hopkins 
U n ivers ity , t h e  demonstration 
showed tha t the President’s at­
tem pt to ju s tify  his V ietnam  po­
lic y  had had l it t le  effect in  
stemming the wave o f opposition 
to his undeclared war.

D uring  the march, I  had a 
chance to ask a number of march­
ers th e ir opinions o f Johnson’s 
so-called peace offer. Students, 
most d l them wearing “ March on 
Washington A p r il 17”  buttons, 
were 100 per cent opposed to the 
speech. One, who was d is tribu ting  
leaflets about the Washington 
March, termed Johnson’s speech 
“ pa rticu la rly  dishonest.”

Another remarked that “ i f  John­
son was serious he w ould stop 
fig h tin g  and negotiate w ith  the 
V ie t Cong, because they are the 
on ly  force who represent the V ie t­
namese people.”

Speakers at the ra lly  at Ham ­
m arskjö ld Plaza, in  w hich the 
march culm inated, represented 
WSP, SANE and the Women’s In ­
ternational League fo r Peace and 
Freedom. They welcomed John­
son’s statement o f w illingness to 
negotia te ,-but questioned his sin­

cerity  so long as the U.S. con­
tinues to bomb N orth Vietnam.

Dr. Rose M uke rji, fo rm er presi­
dent of W ILPF, demanded an im ­
mediate cease-fire, the w ithd raw a l 
o f a ll U.S. troops from  Southeast 
Asia, and that the U.S. live  up to 
the 1954 Geneva accord by a llow ­
ing free elections in  South V ie t­
nam. She ended her ta lk  w ith  a 
call upon all the demonstrators to 
take part in  the March on Wash­
ington.

Dr. Spock continued the attack 
on Johnson’s V ietnam  policy w hich 
he launched in  Baltim ore March 
24. There he had declared: “ I  am 
ashamed of my country ’s actions 
and apologize to any people who 
were influenced during  the elec­
tion  campaign by my assurances 
tha t th is Adm in istra tion  w ould 
w ork  constantly fo r  peace.”

Today, Dr. Spock said: “ Our 
government has supported the 
most cruel and tyrannica l govern­
ment o f modern times fo r  ten 
years . . . We have no righ t, jus t 
because we are the most power­
fu l nation, to ignore the tru th  jus t 
because i t  doesn’t suit us . . . We 
urge cessation o f bombing in  order 
to create a better clim ate fo r 
negotiations . . .  We urge that the 
V ie t Cong not be excluded from  
the negotiations —  tha t the V ie t­
namese, not the U nited States, 
must decide the ir government.

“ We fe lt we were offered a clear 
choice between w ar and peace [in  
the 1964 elections] . . . We voted 
fo r peace. W hy are we not head­
ing tha t way?”

Other speakers included Helen 
F rum in  of WSP, chairman of the 
ra lly , George C lark, a representa­
tive  o f CNVA and the B ritish  A l-  
dermaston March, and Ossie Davis, 
the m ilita n t Negro actor- ----

A  leading Japanese diplomat, 
who recently visited Saigon, has 
published a report w hich po lite ly  
bu t devastatingly refutes the fable 
on which U.S. escalation o f the 
w ar to N orth  V ietnam  and the 
ve ry  presence o f U.S. troops in  
South Vietnam, is based.

The d ip lom at is Shunichi M at- 
sumoto, fo rm er Japanese ambas­
sador to Great B rita in , who is at 
present an adviser to the Foreign 
M in is try  of Prem ier Sato’s slav­
ish ly pro-U.S. government.

Matsumoto was sent as a spe­
cia l envoy to survey the s ituation 
in  South V ietnam as w e ll as in  
neighboring Cambodia and Laos. 
In  Saigon he had conferences w ith  
U.S. Ambassador M axw e ll Tay lo r 
and Assistant Ambassador U. 
A lex is  Johnson, as w e ll as w ith  
high o ffic ia ls  of the puppet gov­
ernm ent and diplomats stationed 
there.

A fte r reporting to the Japanese 
government, Matsumoto w rote an 
artic le  fo r the A p r il 5 Asahi, 
Japan’s leading newspaper, about 
w hat he had learned on his tour 
of the w ar-racked Indochinese 
peninsula. He said:

“ The U.S. is now concentrating 
its bombing in  N orth  V ietnam  on 
communications and transporta­
tion facilities. I  consider the a t­
tack on the m ilita ry  fac ilities  as 
a f irs t step and th is bombing of 
communications and transporta- 

. tion as the second step. The U.S. 
w il l  probably move from  these 
targets to the industria l fac ilities 
and w il l  f in a lly  attack the big 
cities.

“ These attacks are sure to have 
great m ilita ry  effectiveness . . .  I  
th ink , however, thsit w hat is im ­
portant is the question of po litica l 
and psychological effectiveness: 
whether or not N orth  V ietnam  
w il l  sue fo r peace because i t  can-

... Johnson's Fake 'Negotiation' Offer
(Continued from  Page 1)

ica’s ru lin g  class so openly re­
vealed as in  Vietnam. In  the past 
few  months m illions of people 
abroad have come to regard the 
U.S. as the most brazen exponent 
of m ight-m akes-righ t since Nazi 
Germany. They view  the U.S. as 
a pow er-drunk colossus spreading 
w ar in  Asia and risk ing  a nuclear 
w orld  war.

Johnson’s speech was also de­
signed to softsoap the American 
people. Never has the U.S. em­
barked on a w ar (even unde­
clared, as in  Korea) w ith  such 
lit t le  popular conviction about its 
ju s tif ia b ility  and so much out­
r igh t denunciation of it. I t  was 
more than symbolic that some 150 
students picketed the President 
w h ile  he made his speech.

Nor were Johnson and his ad­
visers unaware, when they decided 
on the tim ing  of the speech, tha t 
ten days la te r Students fo r a Dem­
ocratic Society, the same organ­
ization w hich sponsored the p ick­
eting at Johns Hopkins tha t 
n ight, was organizing a March on 
Washington.

Breathtaking in  its hypocrisy 
was the section of the speech 
where Johnson told of his home- 
spun love fo r a ll hum anity  —  
even the Vietnamese who, on his 
orders, are being bombed, strafed, 
gassed and cooked a live  w ith  na­
palm. I f  they w ould only subm it 
to the w ill-  o f U.S. im perialism , 
Johnson w ould convert his w ar on 
them in to  a w ar on the ir poverty.
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W ith  th is pious assurance went 
an o ffe r to pu t $1 b illio n  in to  an 
aid fund fo r Southeast Asia.

The aid o ffe r is as phony as the 
negotiation offer. I f  the whole of 
the promised b illio n  was fo r V ie t­
nam alone — not fo r a ll o f South­
east Asia —  i t  would s til l fa ll fa r 
short of the cost of replacing what 
U.S. planes and troops have a l­
ready destroyed there. Besides the 
bridges, dams, railroads, ports, 
buildings and vehicles destroyed 
by U.S. planes in  N orth  Vietnam, 
South V ietnam  has been devastat­
ed by U.S. forces. Thousands of 
villages have been destroyed. 
Huge areas of cropland and forest 
have been sprayed w ith  vegeta­
tio n -k ill in g  chcmicals. U.S. forces 
are employing scorched-earth tac­
tics bu t the earth being scorched 
is not the ir own.

Money fo r W ar
More than tw ice the proffered 

$1 b illio n  in  aid is being poured 
yearly  in to the unsuccessful w ar 
to pu t down the peasant guerrillas 
— not to mention the b illions 
spent since 1954 to prop up the 
corrupt puppet regimes in  Saigon.

The conclusive proof o f the hol­
lowness o f such a id-offers is the 
dismal record of the A lliance For 
Progress w hich was supposed to 
make Castro-type revolutions un­
necessary in  La tin  America. The 
U.S. pledged $10 b illio n  fo r the 
m uch-touted A lliance. Y e t i t  has 
completely fa iled in  ra ising La tin  
American liv in g  standards. B u t i t  
has produced a good crop of m ili ­
ta ry  dictators. They are a ll pro- 
U.S., hence members of the “ free 
w orld .”  U.S. capitalists consider 
the money spent on them a wise 
investment.

The Am erican people’s real in ­
terests in  this w ar crisis are served 
neither by cut-ra te  a id -b ribe  of­
fers nor by insincere and unac­
ceptable offers o f negotiations. 
N or even by counterposing an 
o ffe r o f m eaningful negotiations to

In  the first of a series of 
articles on the U.S. role in  
V ie tn a m , Scripps-How ard  
correspondent Jim  Lucas on 
A p ril 6 reported this record 
of “achievement” :

“U n til recently we had 
stubbornly insisted they [the 
G Is l w ere there strictly as 
advisers. This has never been 
quite true. A t one t im e  
Americans w ere d irectly re ­
sponsible for better than half 
the V ie t Cong k illed  in  the 
delta.

“O ur armed helicopters 
and figh ter planes . . . s till 
account fo r large numbers. I t  
is not d ifficu lt, surveying the 
fie ld  a fter a battle, to spot 
the fatalities our side has 
caused. They have head and 
upper body w o u n d s . O ur 
rockets and machine guns 
lite ra lly  decapitate them .”

Johnson’s phony propaganda g im ­
mick. The U.S. has no righ t to 
negotiate anyth ing in  Vietnam. 
U.S. troops are there by no rig h t 
other than brute strength. Be­
cause the U.S. intervened in  the 
South and bombed the North, i t  
is not thereby entitled to a place 
in some in ternationa l conference 
to determine V ietnam ’s fu ture. The 
r ig h t to decide tha t belongs to the 
people o f V ietnam alone.

The American people never vo t­
ed to send the ir sons to be k illed  
or to  k i l l  Asian peasants figh ting  
fo r independence or try in g  to 
bu ild  an economic system other 
than capitalism. Even Congress, 
which the Constitution gives the 
sole power to declare war, never 
voted on going to w ar in  V ie t­
nam. The decision was made by 
the top capita list and m ilita ry  
circles which rea lly  ru le  th is coun­
try .

Since the Cuban missile crisis of 
1962, these circles have concluded 
tha t i f  they are bold enough, 
threatening the u ltim ate and ready 
to go the whole way, they can w in  
whatever they want. This is a 
line of fo lly  in  the nuclear age, 
approaching madness. Should i t  
p reva il in  the present V ietnam  
crisis, i t  would embolden Wash­
ington’s strategists in to , qu ick ly  
precip ita ting another crisis. This 
most probably would involve the 
bombing of China’s atomic fa c il­
ities openly by U.S. planes or by 
Chiang Kai-shek’s p ilo ts accom­
panied by U.S. “ advisers.”  The 
danger to Cuba w ould become es­
pecia lly acute. A n y  upris ing in 
La tin  America could serve as the 
pretext not on ly fo r sending U.S. 
“ counter-insurgency”  forces, but 
also fo r bombing Cuba..

This is a policy then w h ich  must 
be defeated to insure the safety of 
the American people and a ll other 
people. The fo rm ula  fo r ha lting  i t  
now  is: “ Get Out of Vietnam. 
B ring  the GIs Home Im m ediate­
ly ! "  ' , ...

not w ithstand the U.S. attack and 
whether or not the U.S. attack on 
the N orth  w il l  ha lt the V ie t Cong’s 
activ ity .

“ The U.S. government and the 
U.S. m ilita ry  th in k  tha t the V ie t 
Cong is controlled by N orth  V ie t­
nam and that i f  Ho Chi M inh 
throws down his sword, the V ie t 
Cong w il l  ha lt gue rrilla  ac tiv ity . 
I  th in k  that the U.S. government 
basically believes that Red China 
and the USSR are in  t/ie same 
chain of command, tha t is, that 
they stand in  a fa ther-son-grand- 
son relationship.

“ Though I  cannot precisely de­
fine  the true character o f the 
V ie t Cong, there are undoubtedly 
form er V ie tm inh [members of 
the movement which fought the 
French] and nationalists in  it. 
Also in  the V ie t Cong there are 
undoubtedly people who sim ply 
are dissatisfied w ith  the South 
Vietnamese goverment’s policy. 
The V ie t Cong movement can be 
likened to the Resistance in  
France during  W orld  W ar I I .  I t  
can also be said tha t the V ie t 
Cong is not d irec tly  linked to Red 
China or the USSR. I  do not th ink  
that the V ie t Cong w il l  necessarily 
give up its resistance because of 
the attack on N orth  Vietnam.

“ I t  is said that most V ie t Cong 
are Communists. B ut in Saigon 
people to ld me tha t the Commu-

nists in  the V ie t Cong are no more 
than 30 per ccnt. I  also frequen tly  
heard i t  said there th a t since the 
V ie t Cong is a nationalist move­
ment, i t  w il l  not stop figh ting  u n til 
i t  has achieved its aims . . .

“ When I  met Ambassador Tay­
lo r, he said the U.S. w ould con­
tinue its present course and that 
he was confident of its  success.

“ B u t I  th in k  the U.S. w i l l  have 
to reconsider its course i f  N orth  
V ietnam doesn’t  sue fo r peace and 
i f  the V ie t Cong doesn’t h a lt its  
gue rrilla  action despite the U.S. 
attack on N orth  Vietnam. In  th is 
case, to force N orth  V ietnam  to 
cry ‘peace,’ the U.S. w ould have 
to bomb all o f V ietnam from  one 
end to the other. B u t w ould the 
w orld  look on w ithou t critic ism ? 
This is the question. In  Saigon, 
however, I  d id  not hear anyone 
on the U.S. side say a w ord about 
moves fo r ‘peace.’

Dow nfall of D iem
“ The U.S. hopes to make the 

V ie t Cong ha lt its fig h t and thus 
render the South V ietnam  govern­
ment po lit ica lly  secure as a demo­
cratic government. Since the po l­
itica l situation in South V ietnam  
ha^ been one of insecurity since 
the dow nfa ll o f Diem, U.S. o f f i­
cials regard the present regime as 
the ir last resort'and hope to make 
i t  secure. B u t the U.S. is re ly ing  
on m ilita ry  measures. I t  seems to 
be m aking no e ffo rt to help the 
South Vietnamese government be­
come secure by m aking the peo­
ple’s lives secure, even though I t  
knows th is is necessary . . .

“ I  heard much ta lk  o f solving 
V ietnam ’s problem by neutra liza­
tion . . . bu t the U.S. is completely 
opposed because i t  sees' in  th is 
the danger of the V ie t Cong com­
ing to power . . .

“ I found tha t attitudes in  the 
State Departm ent and Pentagon 
tow ard the w ar were h a rd e n in g .. 
Therefore the U.S. w i l l '  not g ive 
up its m ilita ry  attacks on N orth  
Vietnam  and the w ar w i l l  be pro­
longed. So, Japan m ust ta lk  to  the 
U.S. in  order to  resolve the V ie t­
nam problem and i t  also has the 
du ty  o f appealing to w o rld  opin­
ion.”

Matsumoto’s generation o f Japa­
nese im peria lists know  from  b itte r 
experience whereof they speak. 
They once pursued a course in  
Asia s im ila r to tha t o f U.S. im ­
peria lism  today. T he ir puppet re ­
gime was in  M anchuria; they 
too, bombed ruth lessly; they, too, 
were confident they could defeat 
China. The end was w orld  w ar 
and disaster. Lyndon Johnson and 
Co. take notice!

N e g r o  J u d g e  i n  C h i c a g o  U p h e l d  A f t e r

C l e a r i n g  2  P u e r t o  R i c a n  P o l i c e  V i c t i m s

When Judge George N. Leigh­
ton, a Negro recently elected to 
the bench in  Chicago, recently 
freed tw o Puerto Ricans charged 
w ith  assaulting tw o policemen, he 
brought a storm  of abuse down on 
his head in which champions of 
the police demanded his impeach­
ment or, at least, his transfer out 
of the court’s crim ina l division.

The tw o Puerto Ricans, Jessie 
C. Rodriguez, 23, and Simon Sua­
rez, 23, were suddenly confronted 
last October by tw o men in c iv il­
ian clothes who approached them 
w ith  drawn guns. They began a 
scuffle w ith  the threatening gun­
men who, i t  la te r turned out, were 
o ff-d u ty  cops. In  the fracas one 
cop shot the other in  the foot. As 
a consequence, Patrolm an Thomas 
A. deSutter was hospitalized fo r 
23 days iox a gunshot wound and 
other in juries.

The police claimed tha t though 
they were o ff-d u ty  they were in ­
vestigating the report o f a d is tu rb­
ance.

In  freeing Rodriguez and Sua­
rez, Judge Leighton ru led the cops 
had no r ig h t to approach citizens 
w ith  .clrawn guns when no crim e 
was m  progress. “ Thè r ig h t to rp-

sist un law fu l arrest is a phase of 
self-defense,”  he declared.

In  a memorandum to the n ine- 
member C ircu it C ourt Executive 
Committee which, in  response to 
the attack on Judge Leighton,' 
undertook an investigation o f his 
decision, the Negro ju r is t charged 
tha t Patrolm an deSutter had been 
the aggressor and that both cops 
had “ engaged in  an un law fu l a r­
rest by the use of excessive force.”

C ivilian  Clothes
The 190-member Chicago De­

fense Lawyers Association de­
fended Leighton’s decision in  a 
statement that noted tha t the cops 
had been in  c iv ilia n  clothes,' had 
never inform ed the defendants 
tha t they were under arrest, and 
tha t n'either defendant had a c rim ­
ina l record.

Last week the C ircu it Court 
Executive Committee, a fte r five  
meetings and several weeks of de­
liberation, voted tha t “ no action 
should be taken at th is time.”

The fin a l phrase im plies tha t 
Judge Leighton, a graduate of the 
Harvard Law  School and a form er 
president of the Chicago NAACP 
branch, has been upheld bu t not 
forgiven.

4,000 Marchers in N. Y.
Protest Vietnam War

Something 
To Be Proud Of?

REPORTS ON VIETNAM TOUR

Japan Diplomat Refutes U.S. Line
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SPEECH BY FIDEL CASTRO ON THE VIETNAM WAR

Stopping the Vietnam W ar
In  th is  issue w e pub lish  a speech by F id e l Castro on the  

w a r in  V ie tn a m  and the  m an ifes to  o f the  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
on th e  same subject. B o th  m ake the  same essentia l p o in t: T h a t 
unreserved  support o f the South V ie tnam ese lib e ra t io n  s trugg le  
is n o t o n ly  in  keep ing  w ith  the  cause o f ju s tice  and social p ro ­
gress b u t i t  is, eq u a lly , the  m ost e ffe c tive  w ay  to  stop the  moves 
to w a rd  a w idened  w ar.

D espite  th e  massive b ra in -w a s h in g  by the U.S. propaganda 
m achine, a g ro w in g  num ber o f people a rc  com ing to recognize the 
fa c t th a t th e  cause o f the  S outh V ie tnam ese g u e rr illa s  is a ju s t 
one and th a t the  g u e rr illa s  have the  back ing  o f the  g reat m a jo r ity  
o f th e  peasants because th e y  express th e ir  asp ira tions fo r  an end 
to  oppressive la n d lo rd ism  and fo re ig n  dom ina tion  —  w ith  th a t 
d o m in a tio n  com ing n o t fro m  th e ir  fe llo w  co u n trym e n  o f N o rth  
V ie tn a m  b u t fro m  f ir s t  the  F rench  and now  the  A m ericans.

B u t to  m any i t  is n o t e q u a lly  c lea r th a t suppo rt to  the  peasant 
m ovem en t aids th e  f ig h t fo r  peace.

C e n tra l to  the  p ro b le m  o f an e ffe c tive  s trugg le  aga inst w a r 
in  to d a y ’s w o rld  is an unde rs tand ing  o f the  fa c t th a t the  U.S. gov­
e rn m e n t and the  business and fin a n c ia l c irc les  i t  represents, are 
co m m itte d  to  a w o r ld -w id e  course o f im p e r ia lis t aggression. In  
a w o r ld  whose do m in a n t fea tu res are co lon ia l and a n ti-c a p ita lis t 
re vo lu tio n s , W ash ing ton  has appo in ted  its e lf  the  “ sa v io r”  o f w o rld  
cap ita lism .

T h a t is  w h y  i t  organ ized an invas ion  o f soc ia lis t Cuba. T h a t 
is w h y  i t  tr ie s  to  s trang le  Cuba econom ica lly . T h a t is w h y  i t  
pours  fu n d s  and arm s in to  L a t in  A m erica  to  p rop  up re a c tio n a ry  
d ic ta to rs  and w h y  i t  tra in s  G Is in  “ co u n te r- in su rg e n cy ”  w a rfa re . 
T h a t is w h y  its  a tom ic  m issiles r in g  the  S ov ie t U n ion  and C hina. 
T h a t’ is w h y  U.S. do lla rs  and p lanes are p u t a t the  disposal o f 
ra c is t m ercenaries in  the  Congo. T h a t is w h y  U.S. troops are in ­
c in e ra tin g  S outh  V ie tnam ese v illages  w ith  napa lm . A n d  th a t is 
w h y  the  U.S. bom bs N o rth  V ie tn a m  today and drops om inous h in ts  
a bou t bom b ing  C h ina  to m o rro w .

T h is  b r ie f  o u tlin e  o f the c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  ro le  o f the 
U.S. in  the  w o r ld  today should  m ake th is  cen tra l p o in t c lear: 
T he  d r iv e  .tow ard  w a r is a d ire c t p ro d u c t o f im p e r ia lis t e ffo rts  
to  crush co lo n ia l and a n ti-c a p ita lis t u p ris in g s  th a t a re  irre p re s s i­
b le. T he re fo re , i t  fo llo w s  th a t th e  o n ly  w a y  to  reduce the  w a r 
danger is a t each stage to  g ive  fu l l  and u n q u a lif ie d  su ppo rt to  
those w h o  are in  re b e llio n  against the  im p e r ia lis t system. In  the 
p resent instance th a t means u n co n d itio n a l su ppo rt to  the hero ic  
s tru g g le  o f the  S outh V ie tnam ese people.

F a ilu re  to  deve lop a un ited , m il i ta n t  oppos ition  on an in te r ­
n a tio n a l scale to  the  U.S. aggression in  V ie tn a m  can o n ly  serve 
to  in v ite  fu r th e r  escalation by Johnson and the  Pentagon —  up 
to  thè  p o in t o f an a ttack  on C h ina  and W o rld  W a r I I I .  A  reso lu te  
a n ti-w a r , a n ti-c a p ita lis t m ovem ent is needed to  stay the  hand of 
the  w a rm ake rs  —  and such a m ovem ent is needed above a ll r ig h t 
he re  in  th e  U n ite d  States.

Your First 
Issue?

I f  so, m ay w e in tro d u ce  ourselves. The M il i ta n t  is a 
soc ia lis t w e e k ly  th a t fea tu res news and ana lys is  on the  m a­
jo r  dom estic and in te rn a tio n a l events o f the  day. In  i t  you 
w i l l  f in d  a n u m b e r o f un ique  fea tures, fo r  exam ple :

•  C U B A . The speech in  th is  issue by F id e l Castro is 
one o f a n u m b e r th a t have appeared in  The M ili ta n t .  M ore  
docum en ta ry  m a te ria l on the  Cuban R e vo lu tio n  has been 
m ade a va ila b le  th ro u g h  The M ili ta n t  than any o the r E n g lish - 
language source.

•  V IE T N A M . The M ili ta n t  ca rries  re g u la r w e e k ly  news 
re p o rts  and ana lys is  on the  V ie tn a m  w a r and features^ s ig n i­
f ic a n t m a te r ia l fro m  abroad such as the  tra n s la tio n  fro m  
Japan th a t appears in  th is  issue.

•  C IV IL  R IG H T S . The M il i ta n t  g ives ex tens ive  co ve r­
age to  f irs t -h a n d  repo rts  o f a c tiv itie s  by SNCC, CORE, 
SCLC  and the  o the r o rgan iza tions on the  S outhern  rig h ts  
fro n t.

•  B L A C K  N A T IO N A L IS M . The M il i ta n t  has been 
u n iq ue  in  its  extens ive  coverage o f the deve lopm ent o f b lack 
n a tio n a lism  in  the  n a tio n ’s ghettos. The la te  M a lco lm  X  ca lled 
The M il i ta n t  “ one o f the best papers”  pub lished  anyw here  
and said: “ A n y  paper th a t te lls  the  tr u th  about us [th e  
b la ck  n a tio n a lis ts ] m ust be m ili ta n t . ”

I f  you  w o u ld  l ik e  to  t r y  us out, take  advantage o f o u r 
special o ffe r  to  new  readers o f a fo u r-m o n th  in tro d u c to ry  
subscrip tion  fo r  o n ly  50 cents. A  subscrip tion  b la n k  appears 
on page 7.

I The following is the text of a 
speech delivered by Fidel Castro 
at the University of Havana March  
13. I t  was at a meeting com­
memorating the anniversary of an 
unsuccessful student attack on dic­
tator Batista’s Presidential Palace. 
A number of students lost their 
lives in the attack, including their 
leader, José Antonio Echeverría.]

Comrade professors and un ive r­
s ity students and students from 
other centers of study who are 
present here:

Today is the eighth anniversa­
ry  of the 13th of March, and the 
sixth anniversary of its comme­
moration, the s ix th  meeting to 
commemorate the date tha t we 
have held on th is sta irw ay of the 
U niversity. I t  has become a tra d i­
tion, a du ty fo r a ll, fo r the com­
rades of the Revolution and the 
U n ivers ity  students.

W ith  the years certain changes 
have been taking place in the 
U niversity, changes tha t are re­
flected in the composition of our 
students. The firs t year, almost a ll 
who met here had been comrades 
o f José Antonio Echeverría, com­
rades of a ll those who fought on 
tha t day, many of them active 
participants in  the struggle of the 
U n ivers ity  students against the 
Batista regime.

A fte r s ix years many of those 
students have graduated, many 
are already w ork ing  on d iffe ren t 
fronts of the Revolution. N a tu ra l­
ly, the student ranks and the U n i­
versity sta irw ay are fu l l  today of 
younger comrades who have been 
entering the U n ivers ity  during 
these years. Many young faces can 
be seen among the students here 
tonight.

I  said to the comrades: “ The 
students here seem very young to 
me — are they un ive rs ity  stu­
dents?”  And they told me,' yes, 
that they were un ivers ity  students 
except some 2,000 exem plary stu­
dents from  pre-un ivers ity  and sec­
ondary schools. [A n  in te rrup tion  
— “ technical students too.” ] But 
don’t you consider yourselves pre­
un ive rs ity  students —  so w hy do 
you protest? And there are also a 
number of students from  the 
Teachers Institu te  here.

Comrade Arm ando [H a rt, M in ­
ister of Education] took advantage 
of my question to say somewhat 
iron ica lly  tha t we don’t  take in to  
account tha t i t  is no longer our 
contemporaries who are here in 
the un iversity. A nd I said un­
fo rtunate ly , tha t’s righ t.

The rea lly  im portant th ing is 
that we do not lose our you th fu l 
sp ir it and that the young people 
do not lose the revo lu tionary sp ir­
it. I  th in k  th is is the po in t where 
we must always meet, w ithou t re­
gard to age. The memory of the 
struggles of our people must not 
become academic, must never be­
come cold history. Because the 
continu ity  of the struggle has not 
ended and we are fa r from  being 
able to say tha t the revolutionary 
struggle of our people has ended, 
fa r from  being able to say that 
our youth does not face great 
tasks and must make great ef­
forts.

That is w hy this deep lin k  of 
affection between the f irs t revo lu­
tionary wave and the second and 
a ll succeeding revo lu tionary waves 
is not lost. Ever& day like  March 
13th means a peak, a b righ t day 
in the h istory of our country. We 
recall these dates to redouble our 
impetus, our struggle.

B u t the h istory of a country, its 
victories and advances are w ritten  
every day, in  da ily  e ffo rt and 
da ily  w ork ; they are w ritte n  not 
in the heroism of one day but in 
the heroism of every day, not in 
the du ty  fu lfil le d  as an exception, 
on one day, bu t in  du ty  fu lfille d  
every day.

. Today the h istory of our country 
is being w ritten  in  the canefields, 
in  factories, in  study centers, in  
the stubborn and unselfish work, 
often anonymous, of thousands, 
tens o f thousands, hundreds of 
thousands of our men and women.

I t  is being w ritten  by the teach­
ers in the mountains, by the phy­
sicians saving lives in the most 
isolated areas of the country, by 
farmers w ork ing  on rough ground 
where there are scarcely the most 
elemental comforts of c iv iliza tion ; 
i t  is being w ritte n  by soldiers at 
danger points of facing the enemy, 
who stand guard to defend the ir 
Revolution; by the workers in 
sugar m ills  producing m illions of 
tpns o f sugar, by the hundreds of 
thousands of men from  the cities 
and countryside, sweating, ma­
chete stroke after machete stroke 
to cut the cane that produces the 
tons of sugar that we Cubans a ll 
proclaim  w ith  pride as victories of 
our economy.

H istory is being w ritten  today 
in study, in classrooms, in the long 
hours that we devote to analyz­
ing, investigating, understanding, 
learning, untangling. The history 
o f our country is being w ritten  to­
day in  persevering, hard w ork and 
in  the readiness that is always 
present, unchanging, to defend this 
w ork, defend the fru its  of our 
work.

In  th is way the h istory of our 
country is being w ritte n  today and 
continues to be w ritten  and w il l  
continue to be w ritten  fo r a long 
time. And no young person w il l  
have to feel regret at not having 
been older when this struggle 
began. No young person w il l  have 
to feel regret or harbor the idea 
tha t he w il l  a rrive  late fo r this 
struggle.

I remember the f irs t days of the 
v ic to ry  of the Revolution; I  re ­
member how many men and wom ­
en greeted w ith  extraord inary en­
thusiasm the rebel fighters. Per­
haps among those who acclaimed 
the victorious columns of the rebel 
arm y there were many workers 
who, a few months later, w h ile  
unloading a ship carry ing wea­
pons w ould die in  tha t te rrib le  ex­
plosion, the result o f enemy sabo­
tage. And in  the ranks of the peo­
ple were many who la te r would 
fa ll figh ting  the mercenaries at 
Playa G iron; and there «vcre, 
w ithou t doubt, young people like  
Manuel Ascunce, like  D e lfin  Sen, 
like  Conrado Benitez, who later, 
in  the noble, humane task of 
teaching our country people would 
lose the ir lives, v ile ly  assassinat­
ed by counter-revo lu tionary gangs.

Defended Revolution

In  the ranks of the people were 
the men who in  countless acts of 
heroism and sacrifice have de­
fended the Revolution on d iffe ren t 
fronts and have sacrificed the ir 
lives. There were many heroes 
and m artyrs in the ranks of the 
people who have made possible 
the trium phs and successes of the 
Revolution, made possible the sur­
v iva l of the Revolution against its 
enemies.

And the Revolution s till has 
much to do. I t  s till has a great 
deal to do. The Revolution has 
pow erfu l enemies, and in firs t 
place, one pow erfu l enemy, Yan­
kee im peria lism . This enemy 
threatens us and w il l  threaten us 
fo r some tim e to come. This enemy 
w il l  not easily resign itse lf —  a l­
though it  has no alternative —  to 
the revo lu tionary successes of our 
people. This enemy, not here, but 
thousands of miles from  here, is 
attacking other countries as i t  is 
c rim ina lly  attacking the people of 
N orth  V ietnam  and the revo lu­
tionary people of South Vietnam.

This enemy is in tervening in  the 
Congo. I t  sends its ships, its 
marines and its planes to any 
corner of the w orld. I t  takes ad­
vantage of divisions among the 
revolutionaries, of the lamentable 
divisions that exist in  the social­
is t camp. U nfortunate ly they cal­
culate, analyze, and take advan­
tage o f everyth ing that can weaken 
the revo lu tionary front.

That is to say that circumstances 
exist tha t involve dangers fo r us 
all, fo r us and fo r other nations in 
other parts of the w orld  that fig h t 
fo r the ir independence and free­
dom. Dangers are not lacking.

F O U G H T  A N D  W O N . F idel Castro and fe llow  guerrilla  fighters in the Sierra Maestra p rio r to over­
throw  of Batista dictatorship. A t le ft is Cam illo  Cienfuegos, a hero of the revolution who died trag ­
ically in  a plane accident in  1959.

I  am not going to speak at 
length about the problems related 
to the differences and divisions in  
the socialist camp. We don’t even 
know when we may have to speak 
of th is at length, because the prob­
lem is not to speak fo r the sake 
of speaking; the problem is to 
speak in  order to say something, 
the problem now is to speak when, 
by speaking or ta lk ing  or saying 
something, there is a positive and 
useful result and not a resu lt tha t 
is positive and useful only to im ­
peria lism  and the enemies o f th,.,^ 
peoples.

We'd ra ther not have to face 
such b itte r circumstances. As fa r 
as ta lk  is concerned, enough and 
more’ than enough has been said 
already. As fa r as d iv is ion is con­
cerned. unfortunate ly, enough and 
more than is necessary has been 
said, more than suits the interests 
o f the peoples and what, un­
fortunate ly, is useful to the in te r­
ests of the enemies of the peoples.

B u t fo r us, small countries, tha t 
do not base ourselves on the 
strength of armies o f m illions of 
men, or on the strength of atomic 
power, small countries lik e  V ie t­
nam and Cuba, we have enough 
instinct to see w ith  serenity and 
to understand tha t these divisions 
and differences, that weaken the 
strength of the socialist camp, h u rt 
no one more than us who are in  
special situations: here, 90 miles 
from  the Yankee empire; there, at­
tacked by Yankee planes.

Here i t ’s not a question of ana­
lyzing the problems under dispute 
theoretica lly or philosophically, 
but of recognizing the great tru th : 
tha t in  the face of an enemy th a t '“ 
attacks, in  the face of an enemy 
that becomes more and more ag­
gressive, there is no jus tifica tion  
fo r d ivision; d ivision doesn’t make 
sense, there is no reason fo r d iv i­
sion.

And at any tim e in history, at 
any period of mankind, since the 
firs t revo lu tionary appeared in the 
w orld , since revolutions became 
social phenomena in w hich the 
masses acted instinctive ly , u n til 
the time revolutions were made 
consciously, became tasks and 
phenomena fu lly  understood by 
the people — w hich took place 
when M arxism  arose —  division 
in the face of the enemy was never 
a correct strategy, i t  was never 
revo lu tionary strategy, was never 
in te lligen t strategy.

And in  th is revo lu tionary pro­
cess we have a ll from  the begin­
ning been educated in  the idea 
that everyth ing tha t divides, 
weakens; tha t everyth ing tha t sep,. 
arates us, is bad; is bad fo r our 
people and good fo r im peria lism .

And the mass of our people

understood the need fo r un ity  
from  the f irs t moment and un ity  
became an essential question fo r 
the revolution, un ity  became the 
c ry of the masses, un ity  became a 
slogan of the whole people.

And we ask ourselves whether 
im peria lism  has disappeared; we 
ask ourselves i f  the im peria lists 
are not attacking North Vietnam; 
we ask ourselves whether in  N orth 
Vietnam men and women of the 
people are not dying.

^nd who can be made to th ink 
Co believe tha t d iv is ion is pro­

per or useful? Perhaps i t ’s not 
seen tha t the im perialists are ad­
vancing in N orth Vietnam? Per­
haps i t ’s not seen tha t the tactic 
the 'im peria lists arc fo llow ing there 
is to smash the revolutionary 
movement in  South Vietnam, at­
tacking N orth V ietnam firs t under 
the pre text of the attacks being 
in reprisal, la te r arrogating to 
themselves the r ig h t to attack 
whenever they w ant to, and con­
tinu ing  to use masses of planes 

v against the fighters of South V ie t­
nam?

W hat is the situation at this mo­
ment? The im peria lists are ta lk ­
ing about a naval blockade, land­
ing the ir marines in South V ie t­
nam, sending a irc ra ft carriers, 
m obiliz ing masses of planes to 
smash the revo lu tionary movement 
in  South V ietnam ; to attack, w ith  
every available means of war, the 
guerrillas in  South Vietnam, re ­
serving the r ig h t to attack N orth 
Vietnam whenever i t  seems best to 
them, carry ing on th is  k in d  of 
aerial war, w ithou t any sacrifice 

vv.on the ir part, bombing w ith  hun­
dreds of planes and even sending 
the ir helicopters to rescue the 
p ilots of the downed planes.

Doubtless the im perialists w ant 
a comfortable k ind  of struggle! 
Doubtless the im peria lists w ant a 
k ind  of w ar w ith  only industria l 
losses! That is —  “ so many planes 
lost.”  Doubtless the people of 
South V ietnam  and of N orth  V ie t­
nam suffe r a ll this! A nd suffer i t  
in  the ir own flesh because there 
are men and women there who 
die, in  South V ietnam  and in 
N orth Vietnam, victim s o f the U.S. 
stra fing  and victim s of the U.S. 
bombing.

And they don’t  hesitate in the 
least to declare tha t they propose 
to continue a ll that because even 
the attacks on N orth  V ietnam 
have not had the effect of over­
coming the divisions w ith in  the 
socialist fam ily . And who doubts 
tha t th is division encourages the 
imperialists? Who doubts tha t to 
fpoe the enemy w ith  a united fro n t 
_,v>ould make them hesitate, make 
them pause and th in k  before 

i launching the ir adventurous at­

tacks and the ir barefaced in te r­
vention in tha t pa rt of the world? 
Who is to be convinced of this? 
W ith  w hat reason, w ith  w hat lo ­
gic? And who benefits from  this? 
The im perialists! And who are the 
victims? The Vietnamese! And 
w hat suffers? The prestige of so­
cialism, the prestige of the in te r­
national communist movement, of 
the internationa l revo lu tionary 
movement! And this tru ly  hurts 
us! Because fo r us the liberation 
movement is not a demagogic 
word but a slogan tha t we have 
always fe lt deeply!

Because we are a small country 
that does not aspire to become the 
navel of the w orld ; because we are 
a small country tha t does not 
aspire to become the revo lu tionary 
center of the w orld . And when we 
speak of these problems, we speak 
w ith  absolute sincerity and we 
speak disinterestedly. We d id  not 
w in  revo lu tionary power in  bour­
geois elections bu t figh ting  wea­
pons in hand; we speak in the 
name of a_ people who fo r six 
years irrevocably and unhesitat­
ing ly  resisted the ambushes and 
the threats of im peria lism .

We speak in  the name of a peo­
ple who fo r the sake of the 
strength of the revo lu tionary 
movement, fo r the sake of the 
strength of the socialist camp, fo r 
the sake of the firmness and the 
determ ination to defend the rev ­
olution against the im perialists, 
d id not hesitate. A  people who did 
not hesitate to risk the danger of 
thermonuclear war, of a nuclear 
attack, when in  our country and 
on our te rr ito ry  — w ith  the fu l l  
and absolute r ig h t tha t we have 
never abjured, an absolutely leg i­
tim ate act tha t we w il l  never re ­
gret —  we agreed to the insta lla­
tion of thermonuclear strategic 
missiles on our te rrito ry . And, not 
only did we agree tha t they should 
be brought here bu t we disagreed 
tha t they should be taken away. 
And I th in k  tha t th is  is no secret 
fo r anyone.

We are a country and a nation 
in whose name I  speak tha t re­
ceives no Yankee credits, or Food 
fo r Peace, and we haven’t  the 
slightest re lation w ith  the im ­
perialists. That is, tha t in  the m at­
ter of revo lu tionary conviction and 
s incerity no one taught us any­
thing, no one taught us anything, 
jus t as no one taught our libe ra ­
tors of 1895 and 1868, the path of 
independence and of d ign ity . We 
are the people of the F irs t and 
Second Declarations of Havana 
which we d idn ’t copy from  any 
document bu t w hich were the pure 
expression of the s p ir it of our peo­
ple, deeply revo lu tionary and 
h igh ly  in ternationalist.

As this has been the feeling and 
the th ink ing  of our revolution, 
proved as often as was necessary, 
proved w ithou t hesitation of any 
kind, w ithou t y ie ld ing  in any way, 
w ithou t contradictions of any type, 
we have the righ t to ask — as 
many other peoples must ask — 
who benefits from  these disagree­
ments i f  not our enemies?

And of course we have fu ll 
righ t, the fu ll and absolute righ t, 
that I don’t th in k  anyone w il l  dare 
to question, to proscribe such dis­
sensions and such Byzantine bat­
tles from  our country and our peo­
ple.

And i t  should be known tha t i t  
is our Party  who directs the pro­
paganda here, that i t  is our Party 
who gives guidance here, tha t this 
is a question that comes under our 
ju risd ic tion ! And i f  we don’t want 
the apple of discord to come here, 
because we simply don’t w ant it  
here, then no one can smuggle i t  
in. Our enemies, our only enmies, 
are the Yankee im peria lists. Our 
only insuperable contradiction is 
w ith  Yankee im perialism . The 
only enemy against whom we are 
ready to break our lances is im ­
perialism.

As fa r as anything else is con­
cerned, we don’t understand any 
other language, we don’t under­
stand the language of division. Be­
fore the concrete case of a country 
attacked by im perialism , like  
Vietnam, we have one position. 
We don’t  act, as perhaps some 
th ink , as perhaps above a ll th^ im ­
perialists th ink, on the basis of 
“ when you see your neighbor’s 
house on fire , you th row  water on 
your own roof”  —  in  rea lity , the 
way we act is, when we see our 
neighbor’s house on fire , we want 
to share th is d iffic u lty .

One Position
We are not people to be fr ig h t­

ened by these events; ra ther we 
are k ind led  to action by them. And 
we have one position. We are in 
favor of g iv ing V ietnam  a ll the 
aid that may be necessary, we are 
in  favor of th is aid being arms and 
men, we are in  favor of the social­
ist camp runn ing  the risks that 
may be necessary fo r Vietnam.

We are quite aware of the fact 
that in  case of any serious in te r­
national complication we w il l  be 
one of the f irs t targets of im pe­
ria lism , bu t th is does not w o rry  
us and has never w orried us. And 
we don’t keep quiet o r act like  
simpletons in  order tha t our lives 
be spared.

This is, in  a ll frankness and a ll 
sincerity, our reasoned, dispassion­
ate stand, emanating from  our 
legitim ate and invio lab le  r igh t to 
take measures and to act in the 
way we believe most correct and 
most revo lu tionary and le t no one 
harbor the illusion tha t they can 
give us lessons on revolution.

I  hope tha t errors of under­
estimation be not made, ignoring 
the psychology of our people, be­
cause Yankee im peria lism  has 
committed lots of errors of this 
k ind. One o f its  characteristics 
was disdain fo r others, disdain fo r 
and underestimation o f small na­
tions. And im peria lism  has com­
m itted great colossal errors of 
underestimation in  respect to our 
revo lu tionary people. I t  w ould be 
regrettable i f  others committed 
s im ila r errors. O ur sincere policy 
has been, and is that of uniting, 
because we are not and w il l  never 
be satellites of anyone. And in this 
whole problem we have taken a 
very dispassionate, very honest 
and very sincere position.

This is not the tim e to go 
through papers and files. I be­
lieve tha t as long as we have im ­
peria lism  in fron t of us, attack­
ing, i t  would be rid icu lous fo r us 
here to do as in the fable, argue 
whether they are greyhounds or 
hound dogs, whether they are 
made of paper or of iron.

Le t us leave the papers and 
files and documents to history, le t 
h istory be the one to say who 
acted w e ll o r badly, to say who 
was r ig h t and who was wrong, le t 
h is to ry show w hat each thought,

what each did, w hat each said — 
but le t i t  be history. Because it  
w ould be hum ilia ting  to wash d ir ­
ty  linen in fro n t of our enemies, 
enemies who are attacking, and 
who are attacking not the most 
pow erfu l but the smallest and 
weakest.

We have many things to do. We 
have ahead of us many very d if ­
ficu lt, very hard tasks. M illions  
o f tons of sugar to be cut to de­
feat the im peria lis t blockade, and 
they are not cut w ith  papers, but 
w ith  to il, w ith  sweat, w ith  the 
machete.

The dangers that lie  in  w a it fo r 
us are great, but they are not 
fought w ith  Byzantine disagree­
ments and academic charlatanry. 
No, they are fought w ith  revo lu­
tionary firmness, revo lu tionary in ­
tegrity , the readiness to figh t. The 
im peria lis t enemy is not fought 
e ffective ly  anywhere in the w orld  
when revolutionaries are divided, 
insu lting  each other, and attacking 
each other, bu t only w ith  un ity  
and cohesion in  the revolutionary 
ranks. And to those who may not 
believe that th is is the correct 
tactic fo r the in ternational com­
m unist movement, we say, tha t fo r 
us here on our small island, on 
our te rrito ry , in  a fron t-line  
trench 90 miles from  the im ­
perialists, i t  is the correct tactic. 
And we w il l  adjust our line and 
our conduct to  this way of th in k ­
ing.

I  believe tha t we honor our 
dead comrades, tha t we honor 
those who have fallen, from  the 
firs t to the last one, in  a w orthy  
way, because th is Revolution was 
born out of the rebellious sp ir it 
o f a whole people, out of the 
progressive and revo lu tionary 
sp ir it o f a whole nation, out o f the 
d ign ity  of a whole people, because 
th is struggle which today is in te r­
laced and entw ined w ith  the strug­
gle of other peoples of the w orld  
against im peria lism , began almost 
a century ago. I t  began w ith  the 
f irs t men who took up arms 
against colonialism and against the 
exp lo ita tion of our country, and 
i t  has fo llowed this course, fo l­
lowed this line, and our people 
have never abandoned th is line, 
never betrayed it. They have fo l­
lowed this f irm  and clear line. 
That is the ir sp irit, tha t is the ir 
trad ition .

On this path a ll the w o rthy  men 
of th is land have come together 
and in the long struggle many 
good men of th is land have died. 
The firs t were not M a rx is t-Len in - 
ists. Carlos Manuel de Céspedes 
was not, M a rti was not, because 
in  the tim e in w hich he lived, and 
under the h istoric conditions in 
which he developed his m agn ifi­
cent struggle, he could not be one. 
In  those days we w ould have been 
like  them, today they w ould have 
been like  us, because w hat was 
decisive in each period was the 
revo lu tionary sp ir it o f our people, 
the tasks of our people at each 
moment. And w hat can be said 
is this, that from  tha t tim e u n til 
now the road has been long and 
the evolution of our revo lu tionary 
th ink ing  has been long. A t the 
beginning of the second ha lf of the

past century i t  was not the tasks 
o f the proletarian revolution tha t 
were raised in  our country, i t  was 
the fig h t fo r independence against 
the Spanish colonial power.

A nd this independence came to 
life  at a tim e when a much great­
er and more to be feared power 
arose — Yankee im peria lism . The 
struggle against th is power be­
came the great historic task of our 
nation. To w in  independence from  
this power, to  resist its  attacks, 
and to keep high the banner of the 
revolution, became the great task 
of our nation in  this century. This 
became the great task of our peo­
ple, coinciding w ith  s im ila r tasks 
of other peoples on this same con­
tinen t and in A frica  and Asia and 
Oceania, wherever people are 
struggling w ith  increasing deter­
m ination against colonialism  and 
against imperialism .

One Banner
There has always been one sole 

path and one revo lu tionary line. 
Many heroes, many patriots, many 
m artyrs have followed th is path 
and th is line. And those who have 
carried this banner fo rw ard , those 
who have followed th is line, rep­
resent the w il l  of a ll and are under 
obligation not only to present and 
fu tu re  generations, bu t also to the 
past generations that took p a rt in  
the struggle.

And so on a day like  todays 
when we remember those who 
have died, we th in k  tha t there is 
only one sense, tha t there is es­
sentia lly  only one idea, which con­
soles and compensates absolutely, 
and that is tha t the men who have 
fallen, the men who have died, 
did not die in  vain.

Other times, in  other periods, 
from  this same stairway, the mem­
ory of the dead was recalled, bu t 
w ith  sadness, w ith  pain, w ith  de­
spair under the insupportable idea 
that those sacrifices had not ye t 
borne fru it. When at a tim e lik e  
this, in  circumstances like  these, 
on a day like  today, we recall 
those comrades, a ll symbolized in 
the name “ José Anton io  Echever­
ría ”  we have the consoling idea, 
the tra n q u ility  and the satisfaction 
of know ing that th e ir sacrifice 
was not in  vain.

In  the progress of our revo lu­
tion, in  the ascendant march o f 
our people on the road of history, 
on the road of revo lu tionary th in k ­
ing, on the road of the ex traord in ­
ary evolution of our ideas, the 
men who fought fo r this, the men 
who sacrificed fo r this, take on 
flesh and blood.

And you, the young people of 
today, must feel yourselves the 
fo llowers of those men, the stand­
ard bearers of those men, those 
who have taken up th e ir banner, 
who continue the advance, who 
are marching fo rw ard  on the 
ascendant road o f our people, in  
the glorious h istory of our coun­
try .

You are the new revo lu tionary  
wave and we are sure tha t you 
w il l  know  how to act and tha t you 
w il l  be w orthy  standard bearers 
o f José Antonio Echeverría and 
his comrades.

H O M ELAND  OR D EATH ! WE 
W IL L  W IN !

BOSTO N. Boston Labor Forum , 295 
Huntington A ve., Room 307.

C H IC A G O . Socialist Workers P arty  and 
bookstore, 302 South Canal St., Room 210. 
W E 0-5044.

C L E V E L A N D . Eugene V . Debs H all, 
Room 25, 5927 Euclid A ve., Cleveland 3. 
Ohio. Telephone: 391-1425.

D E N V E R . M ilita n t Labor Forum . Te le ­
phone 222-4174.

D E T R O IT . Eugene V  Debs H a ll. 3737 
W oodward. TEm ple 1-6135. F rid ay  N ight 
Socialist Forum  held w eekly  a t 8 p.m.

LOS A N G ELES. Socialist W orkers P ar­
ty , 1702 East Fourth  St. A N  9-4953 or 
W E 5-9238. Open 12 noon to 5 p.ip. daily  
and Saturday.

M IL W A U K E E . 150 E. Juneau Ave.
M IN N E A P O L IS . Socialist W orkers P ar­

ty  and Labor Book Store. 704 Hennepin  
A ve., H a ll 240. FEderal 2-7781. Open 1 
to 5 p.m., M onday through F rid ay , S at­
urday, 11 a.m .-5 p.m.

N E W A R K . N ew ark Labor Forum , Box  
361, N ew ark , N ew  Jersey.

NEW  Y O R K  C IT Y . M ilita n t Labor 
Forum . 116 U nivers ity  Place. A jL 5-7852.

O A K L A N D  -B E R K E LE Y , S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers P arty , P.O . Box 651, M ain  Post 
Office. Oakland 12, Calif. Phone 562-4667.

P H IL A D E L P H IA . M ilita n t Labor Fo­
rum : P.O. Box 8412.

ST. L O U IS . Phone Evergreen 9-2895. 
Ask fo r D ick  Clarke.

SAN D IE G O . San Diego Labor Forum . 
P.O. Box 1581. San Diego 12. C alif. Fo r 
labor and socialist books. Sign of the  
Sun Books, 4705 College Ave.

SA N  FR A N C IS C O . Pioneer Bookstore 
and M ilita n t Labor Forum . 1722 Page 
St. U N  3-2453. Open 2-5 p.m. M on., 
F ri., and weekends.

S E A TTLE . 3815 5th N . E. L ib rary , book 
stor. Open 12 noon to 5 p.m . Saturdays. 
Phone M E  2-7449.
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Manifesto of 4th International on Vietnam
Each day the aims o£ the c rim ­

ina l aggression of American im ­
peria lism  against the Vietnamese 
revolution and the Democratic Re­
public of V ietnam become clearer. 
iJi'For a tim e i t  was claimed that 
“ reprisals”  were being carried out 
fo r raids by the South Vietnamese 
freedom fighters on American 
m ilita ry  bases im planted in the ir 
country. This p re text has now 
been abandoned. American planes 
are continuing to bomb towns, v i l ­
lages and ports in  the Democratic 
Republic o f Vietnam: American 
marines have now been committed 
fo r  the f irs t tim e as ground troops 
against the South V ietnam free­
dom fighters. The U.S. Seventh 
Fleet is being readied fo r deploy­
ment against the shores of N orth 
V ietnam  in  order to blockade its 
ports and cut o ff its coastal ship­
ping.

Thus the Pentagon’s b lueprin t 
fo r  extending the conflic t is be­
ing  m ethodically carried out, as is 
openly proclaimed in the Am er­
ican press. The aim is to progres­
sive ly th row  the fu l l  w e ight of 
Am erican im peria lism  in to  the 
balance in  hope of ha lting  the 
development of the Vietnamese 
revolution.

I t  is o f l it t le  moment whether 
the State Departm ent is s im u l­
taneously pursuing a “ secret”  de­
sign to compel the Democratic 
Republic of V ietnam  to “ nego­
tia te ” ; fo r Washington refuses to 
recognize the South Vietnamese 
National L iberation F ron t as the 
leg itim ate representative of the 
South Vietnamese people. Wash­
ington is brandishing over both 
the freedom fighters of South 
V ietnam  and the government of 
N orth  V ietnam  its crushing m ili­
ta ry  superiority and the threat of 
p lunging the w orld  into a nuclear 
conflic t; and i t  has repeatedly 
made clear tha t the only basis i t  
considers “ acceptable”  fo r nego­
tia tio n  is the “ w ithd raw a l”  o f the 
freedom fighters from  the te r r i­
to ry  of the ir own country.

I t  is barefaced im peria lis t prop­
aganda w orthy  o f a Goebbels to 
m ainta in  tha t the partisans of the 
National L iberation F ron t are 
“ fore ign troops”  and not genuine 
revolution ists nurtu red  by the 
South Vietnamese people them ­
selves, the best representatives of 
the peasants and workers who 
rose in  revo lt against the land­
lords and comprador bourgeoisie 
and th e ir po licy of supporting — 
w ith  the aid of the money and 
guns o f a foreign power — the

(Continued from Page 1)
w ith  those we are figh ting , name­
ly , the National L ibera tion  F ront 
[the  p e a s a n t-b a s e d  guerrilla  
movement called “ V ie t Cong”  by 
the Am erican press]. H is second 
condition was that he would not 
enter in to  an agreement tha t would 
mean a v ic to ry  fo r the National 
L ibera tion  Front. These im p lic it 
conditions he set down made his 
o ffe r h igh ly  conditional.

Q. Do you think the speech w ill 
slow down the protest movement 
against the war?

A . I  don’t  th in k  so. We did have 
one or tw o calls the next m orning 
w anting  to know i f  the March had 
been called o ff  o r not, bu t when 
w e to ld  them i t  wasn’t, they 
seemed qu ite  satisfied. Most peo­
ple tha t I ’ve ta lked to, and of 
course I  deal p r im a rily  w ith  m ili­
tants and people who are in  the 
movement, saw through the 
speech. I f  anything, the ir interest 
in  the M arch was heightened.
S  I  th in k  a lo t of students were 
rea lly  turned o ff by  the speech 
and d idn ’t  realize before i t  tha t 
Johnson was that bad. I  don’t  
th in k  i t  w i l l  have any effect upon 
the M arch or on the grow ing 
movement in  the country against 
the war.

Q. W hat are SDS’s plans con­
cerning the V ietnam  w ar a fte r the 
March?

A. We w il l  fo llo w  the March

bloody d ictatorship of the Diems 
and the not less bloody d ic ta tor­
ship of the generals who succeed­
ed them!

As i f  a revolution mounted by 
the broad mass of the people, 
which has torn  nine-tenths of its 
arms from  the hands of the foe, 
could be to ld to “ p lay dead”  or 
“ give up”  at a signal from  Hanoi, 
Peking, Moscow or anywhere else!

Most serious o f a ll in  th is in ­
creasingly dangerous situation is 
the apathy which the leaderships 
of the princ ipa l workers’ states 
display in  face of the step-by-step 
“ escalation”  o f U.S. m ilita ry  in ­
tervention in  Southeast Asia.

Up to now the K re m lin  o ffic ia ls 
and the Communist P a rty  leader­
ships large ly under th e ir influence 
or contro l have deplored the 
Am erican aggressions as a “ ser­
ious th rea t to the consolidation of 
peace.”  W hat “ consolidation” ? 
W hat “ peace” ? The only peace to 
be found through consolidation of 
the m ilita ry  aggression and coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  actions of • im ­
peria lism  is the peace of the grave 
and slavery. The peoples of the 
w orld  of today w il l  never ac­
quiesce, no m atter w hat the re­
fusal costs them.

This is a great new fact in 
w orld  rea lity  w hich everyone who 
wants peace must take as basic 
in  w ork ing  out an in ternational 
policy aimed at averting W orld 
W ar I I I  and a nuclear holocaust.

The government of the People’s 
Republic o f China appears at the 
moment to be most concerned 
about p inn ing  on Moscow the 
blame fo r a possible defeat of the 
revolution in  Vietnam. B u t unless 
Peking itse lf acts, its course can 
be interpreted as “ keeping hands 
o ff”  w h ile  the Pentagon moves 
ahead. The shouting at Moscow 
w ould then look like  noth ing bu t 
phrasemongering designed to cov­
er up a betrayal. No m atter how 
correct Peking’s criticism s of Mos­
cow may be, i t  has its own re­
sponsibilities in  the situation, in ­
cluding the defense of the new 
China.

The government of the People’s 
Republic of China would do bet­
ter to o ffe r to Khrushchev’s heirs 
a jo in t pub lic comm itment to p ro ­
tect the common interests of the 
tw o w orkers’ states, and those of 
the socialist revolution, in  South­
east Asia. Then le t the workers 
of the w orld  judge the response!

There are some who have been 
taken in by the propaganda of 
American im peria lism  w hich aims

w ith  a three-day meeting o f our 
national council and one o f the 
topics o f tha t meeting w il l  be the 
fo llow -up  on the March. B u t 
from  the beginning we considered 
the March not a culm ination of a 
campaign to end the w ar in  V ie t­
nam but the beginning o f such a 
campaign.

Q. This march was built w ith  
the co-operation of many groups 
and individuals. SDS took the 
stand of welcoming all support, 
including that of groups like the 
Y S A  which in some quarters are 
not considered “respectable.” Do 
you feel that this approach helped 
build the March?

A. I  don’t  know  I  could say i t  
helped bu ild  the March, bu t I  
th in k  th is was the correct ap­
proach. SDS’s position has been 
tha t there is no one organization 
or group o f organizations which 
are beyond the pale and cannot be 
worked w ith . We de fin ite ly  feel 
tha t there are some organizations 
which are better than others, some 
people are r ig h t and some people 
are wrong, bu t there are no un­
touchables in  our society. We en­
couraged the partic ipation of ev­
eryone who wanted to partic ipate 
in  the demonstration fo r th$ pu r­
poses outlined in  the caEvfor the 
March. I  personally cannot con­
ceive o f any other way o f  bu ild ing  
a new le ft in  America.

W e reprin t on this page 
the text of a manifesto issued 
in Paris by the U nited Sec­
re ta ria t of the Fourth  In te r ­
national and orig inally  pub­
lished in our issue of March  
22.

Founded under the leader­
ship of Leon Trotsky in  1938, 
the Fourth  In ternational is 
an organization embracing  
revolutionary socialist p ar­
ties and groups throughout 
the w orld.

In  the U nited States the 
Socialist W o r k e r s  P arty  
stands in  political solidarity  
w ith  the Fourth In ternation ­
al but is barred from  actual 
affilia tion  by reactionary 
federal legislation.

at convincing its current and pros­
pective v ic tim s tha t unless the 
Pentagon m ilita ris ts  are meekly 
granted w hat they want, then you 
can expect them to start a nu ­
clear war, even i f  i t  means the 
u tte r destruction of the United 
States.

How lit t le  these easily im ­
pressed “ experts”  understand the 
real nature of the Washington 
“ hawks” ; or, more properly, “ v u l­
tures.”  One of the reasons the ir 
“ escalation”  is proceeding step by 
step is to ca re fu lly  test the re­
sistance so as to be able to stop or 
even retreat in  case i t  proves 
tougher than expected. Instead of 
being “ provoked”  in to  a nuclear 
answer i f  they receive an effec­
tive  rep ly  to the ir provocation, the 
American m ilita ris ts  w il l  a t once 
reassess the situation.

G rave Danger
B u t i f  the resistance proves 

softer than expected, then these 
same m ilita ris ts  w il l  proceed more 
brazenly than before. Precisely in 
this lies one of the gravest dan­
gers. The emboldened W hite 
House and Pentagon can become 
caught up in a course in  which 
the ir deepening commitment 
makes retreat increasingly d i f f i ­
cult. This could be the “ over­
sight,”  the “ accident,”  tha t takes 
them over the b rink  in to  W orld 
W ar I I I .

The only language tha t im per­
ialism  understands and respects 
is action suffic ient fo r i t  to sense 
the real forces i t  is up against. 
W ra th fu l or tea rfu l verbal pro­
tests only arouse contempt among 
these ru lers of the capita list 
w orld. They take mere shouts 
and polite or nasty letters as 
signs tha t i t  is safe to proceed 
according to plan. They become 
more and more aggressive since 
the ir aggression has cost them 
nothing; in  fact, “ paying o ff”  from  
the ir lim ited  po in t of view.

The only way to block the “ es­
calation”  and to cut i t  short be­
fore i t  is too late, is to show the 
im peria lists on the scene itse lf 
tha t the ir course is much more 
dangerous than they had believed, 
that the ir calculations are wrong, 
and tha t the ir m ilita ry  aggression 
did not pay o ff and promises s till 
worse i f  continued.

Yankee im peria lism  is not in  a 
desperate impasse at the moment. 
I t  is not caught up in a situation 
in  w hich i t  feels there is no way 
out, even tem porarily , except to 
risk  suicide. Its  m ilita ry  and eco­
nomic strength stand at the great­
est height in history. P rosperity 
reigns in  the U nited States. Even 
i f  the capitalists are w illin g  to 
r isk  from  70,000,000 to 140,000,000 
Americans in  a nuclear conflict, 
w hy should they risk  the ir present 
profits, the ir present comforts and 
the pleasure of the ir latest gadg­
ets? _

T he ir course in  V ietnam  is not 
the product of hopeless despair, 
bu t the consequence of cold and 
deliberate calculation in  which

they evaluate the risks as being 
low and in any case ascertainable 
as they proceed. They are bank­
ing on the weakness of the leader­
ship of the w orkers’ states, par­
ticu la rly  the leadership of the So­
v ie t Union. They are counting on 
the divisions, especially the d iv i­
sion on the governmental level 
between the Soviet U nion and the 
People’s Republic o f China.

They expect a ll th is to  hinder 
and block the response tha t should 
have norm a lly  been expected to 
the ir monstrous decision to w iden 
the ir in tervention in  the c iv il w ar 
in  South V ietnam  in to  a w ar 
against N orth  Vietnam, and —  i f  
th is proves w orkable —  in to  a 
c ripp ling  m ilita ry  th rus t against 
the People’s Republic o f China. I f  
they should run  in to  a vigorous 
reaction at the very beginning 
then the results of th e ir test probe 
w ould be read in  Washington as a 
signal to reconsider. The elemen­
ta ry  needs o f self-defense w ould 
call fo r re treat from  a palpably 
suicidal adventure.

This is w hat F ide l Castro ob­
viously referred to in  his speech 
of March 3, when he said: “ We 
must show the im peria lists tha t 
we are not a fra id  o f them. When 
you don’t  resist them, they con­
tinue fu rth e r; bu t when you resist 
them, they stop.”

This is w hat the A fro -A s ian  
students and the handfu l of Mos­
cow students who joined them 
meant in  the ir demonstration be­
fore the American embassy in  
Moscow, protesting against the ag­
gression in N orth  Vietnam, when 
they shouted at the K rem lin  au­
thorities who used violence on 
them: “ T ra itors! You’ve sold out 
to the im peria lists!”

This is w hat the vanguard of 
the masses in many countries in ­
dicated they wanted as they joined 
in  demonstrations of so lida rity  
w ith  the Vietnamese revolution.

I t  is not only the fate of this 
revo lu tion tha t is involved but 
the fate o f the whole colonial 
revolution. One of the things 
w hich Yankee im peria lism  is seek­
ing to establish in V ietnam  is a 
precedent fo r something new —  
its “ r ig h t”  to intervene w ith  
bombs, napalm and ground troops 
whenever i t  pleases anywhere in  
the w orld.

I t  is seeking to establish A m er­
ican im peria lism  as the fin a l law, 
the u ltim ate  disposer of the des­
tinies of a ll countries and a ll 
mankind. I t  proposes to na il down 
its “ supreme r ig h t”  to suppress 
revolutions by a ll means wherever 
they fla re  up or wherever they 
are inc ip ien t on the globe, from  
B razil to the Congo to Vietnam!

Ultim ate Target
I f  suppression of the colonial 

revolution is the immediate aim  of 
this J o h n s o n  “ doctrine,”  the 
workers’ states are the u ltim ate 
target — and this includes the 
Soviet Union. Should American 
im perialism  get away w ith  w ip ing  
out villages and towns of the 
Democratic Republic of V ietnam 
w ith  bombs and je llied  gasoline, 
its appetite w il l  increase raven­
ously fo r a s im ila r test of the Peo­
ple’s Republic of China.

This can be seen from  certain 
propaganda themes already ap­
pearing in the big d a ily  newspa­
pers of the U.S., such as the ad­
v isa b ility  of s tr ik ing  “ before 
China gets a nuclear arsenal,”  and 
the “ common interests”  of the 
U.S. and the Soviet Union in “ con­
ta in ing”  revo lu tionary China. The 
fin a l target is -the Soviet Union. 
Le t i t  be recalled tha t H it le r  had 
“ common interests”  w ith  S ta lin  in 
the period when he was preparing 
his invasion of the Soviet Union.

To block the dangerous “ escala­
tion ”  in itia ted  by Johnson in 
Southeast Asia, a ll possible steps 
must be taken at once to strength­
en the revolution in South V ie t­
nam and to bu ild  up the defenses 
o f N orth  Vietnam. This requires 
immediate m ateria l aid on a large 
scale and the opening o f a cam­
paign of effective revo lu tionary

socialist propaganda directed at 
the American forces. Le t the ex­
ample of the early days of the 
f irs t workers’ state be recalled, 
when Lenin and Trotsky appealed 
d irec tly  to the troops sent against 
them. The Bolshevik leaflets ca ll­
ing fo r fra te rn iza tion  w ith  the 
revo lu tion did as much to weaken 
the invading im peria lis t forces as 
the b r ill ia n t m ilita ry  defense pu t 
up by the new ly formed Red 
A rm y.

Le t the Am erican im perialists 
today learn the true  danger they 
are runn ing  in advancing on the 
mainland of Asia. On the other 
hand, to  take the course o f cap­
itu la tin g  to b lackm ail only encour­
ages the warmongers, invites 
fu rth e r extension of the m ilita ry  
adventure and increases the dan­
ger of a nuclear holocaust.

I t  is pa rticu la rly  urgent tha t the 
governments of the Soviet Union 
and the People’s Republic o f China 
close ranks before the common 
danger. This does not mean g iv ing  
up the ideological and po litica l 
differences; these can be con­
tinued and threshed out on a 
party  level. B u t le t the govern­
ments close ranks!

W arn  Im perialism
A  jo in t statement should be 

issued c learly and solemnly w arn ­
ing im peria lism  of the funda­
mental so lida rity  of the tw o coun­
tries and the ir common interest 
in defending th e ir planned eco­
nomies and other revo lu tionary 
gains against the th reat tha t has 
now been raised against them in 
the clearest fo rm  through the 
bombing of N orth  V ietnam  and 
the deepening m ilita ry  invo lve­
ment o f American im peria lism  on 
the mainland o f Asia.

I t  is equally urgent fo r both 
governments to jo in  in  a clear 
declaration of in tention to protect 
both N orth V ietnam and the rev­
o lution in South V ietnam  and to 
show by action in the most con­
crete way tha t th is defense has 
begun, w il l  be im proved as rap id ­
ly  as possible and w il l  be carried 
through to the end w ith  genuine­
ly  Len in is t determ ination.

And in  every country i t  is u r­
gent tha t the workers, the youth, 
the students, the women should 
show by the thousands and the 
m illions the ir concern about the 
c rim ina l aggression o f Am erican 
im peria lism . L e t them call H alt! 
to Johnson through demonstra­
tions of so lida rity  w ith  the heroic 
Vietnamese people and the ir rev­
olution.

Down w ith  im peria lism  and its 
policy of blood and lies!

Long live  the in ternationa l sol­
id a rity  of the w ork ing  class w ith  
the beleaguered Vietnamese re v ­
olu tion and the Democratic Re­
public of Vietnam!

Long live  the w orld  socialist 
revolution, the on ly means o f de­
fin it iv e ly  freeing hum anity from  
the nightm are of a nuclear holo­
caust!

Convict Three 
HUAC Victims

Dagmar W ilson and Donna 
A llen, tw o leaders o f Women 
S trike fo r Peace, and Russell 
N ixon, general manager o f the 
National Guardian, were found 
gu ilty  of contempt of Congress on 
A p r il 8.

The three defendants were 
charged w ith  contempt because 
they refused to testify  before 
closed sessions o f the House U n- 
American A ctiv ities  Committee 
concerning the part they played 
in  securing a visa fo r a Japanese 
peace leader to speak in  the U.S. 
in  1963.

Mrs. W ilson and Mrs. A llen  
were convicted on tw o counts of 
contempt, and Russell N ixon on 
one count. Each count carries a 
m axim um  penalty o f a year in  ja il  
and $1,000 fine. The convictions 
are being appealed.

§J. Interview With SDS Leader

About This 
Manifesto
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[This column is an open forum 

for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ In itials toill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

Wrong Target?
Tomahawk, Wis. 

O ur “ W ar Hawks”  w il l  continue 
the a ir raids on N orth  V ietnam  
u n til tha t country stops its  “ ag­
gression”  in  South V ietnam . You 
ask, “ W hat aggression?”  W hy they 
cla im  they found a few  weapons 
tha t came from  the N orth ! Since 
the great m a jo rity  of Vietcong 
weapons were made in  USA, ac­
cording to th is line  o f insanity, 
we are missing our target by 12,- 
000 miles. When w il l  President 
Johnson order our “ heroic”  pilots 
to bomb the Pentagon, State De­
partm ent, etc., u n til they stop fu r ­
n ishing weapons to the Vietcong?

O ur brave p ilots who f ly  out 
of reach of the crossbow to 
slaughter» and burn defenseless 
women and ch ildren w ould carry 
out such orders, since, as the Nazi 
w a r crim inals stated, they must 
obey orders no m atter how hein­
ous the crime is. W ith  th is sort 
o f m enta lity, is i t  any wonder tha t 
our leaders th in k  tha t only blood 
can “ serve to cement our secur­
ity ? ”

O ur politic ians mouth the w ord 
“ God”  in  a ll th e ir speeches, and 
then proceed to system atically de­
stroy everyth ing He is supposed to 
have created! How hypocritica l 
can this “ Great Society’' o f Chris­
tians get?

J.H.

Bayard .Rustin at Antioch
Y ellow  Springs, Ohio 

Conservative c iv il-r ig h ts  leader 
Bayard Rustin spoke to about 800 
people here at Antioch College 
A p r i l  6. He declared his vehement 
opposition to the m ilita n t w ing  of 
the freedom now movement.

He started out by saying that 
i t  was a mistake to th in k  of the 
c iv il-r ig h ts  movement as revo lu­
tionary.

“ The c iv il-r ig h ts  movement,”  he 
said, “ is directed towards b ring ­
ing  the Negro in to  the present 
structure. C ontrary to w ha t James 
Baldw in, Malcolm  X , Lero i Jones, 
and some people in  SNCC have 
been saying, the c iv il-r ig h ts  move­
m ent is not a revolution. W hat 
the Negro wants is his cut, his 
share of the pie. This is w ha t in ­
tegration means.”

Rustin also stated, “ Freedom 
Now does not mean to d isrup t the 
present institu tions and to bring 
in  new ones.”  La ter on, “ I ’m  not 
fo r tearing up institu tions before 
we get new ones.”

Rustin said he opposed Urban 
League leader W hitney Young’s 
proposal fo r p re ferentia l trea t­
ment fo r Negroes to overcome

generations of oppression. Rustin 
said i t  was a bad proposal because 
whites w ouldn ’t  stand fo r it.

He argued that so fa r as m aking 
fu tu re  progress is concerned, the 
Negro has gone as fa r as he can 
go w ith  demonstrations.

“ The fu tu re  of the Negro is 
tied up w ith  the Democratic P ar­
ty . Don’t  anybody te ll SNCC I  
said tha t,”  he stated.

Rustin was in terrupted by ap­
plause twice. In teresting ly  enough, 
i t  was when he sounded the most 
m ilita n t (as opposed to m erely ve­
hem ent). Once when he declared 
his opposition to capitalism  and 
the other when he said tha t we 
should demand tha t the govern­
ment “ p lan”  fo r the needs of the 
nation’s poor and forget about 
th is being labeled as “ Commun­
ism.”

A rth u r M agl in

Megalomania?
Brooklyn, N .'Y .

The U.S. im peria lis t power elite 
has the petulance and arrogance 
o f a megalomaniac. Just consider: 
O ur e v il G oliath refuses to to le r­
ate a socialist Cuba in  the Western 
Hemisphere bu t i t  expects Red 
China to acquiesce to m ilita n tly  
anti-C om m unist Thailand and 
South V ietnam ’s puppet Saigon 
regime r ig h t on its doorstep.

A ny  day now I  expect Presi­
dent Johnson to fo llow  in  the 
path of K in g  George I I I  o f B rita in  
(w ho went mad in 1788) by shak­
ing hands w ith  a tree and w e l­
coming i t  in to  the “ free w orld .”  

Jerry A lb erti

Liars' Lexicon
New York, N. Y.

Regarding a reader’s suggestion 
that the M ilita n t compile a d ic­
tionary of the doubleth ink phrases 
cu rren tly  favored by President 
Johnson: M aking such a lis t is 
not a w ho lly  frivo lous activ ity . I  
note tha t each day more and more 
“ libera ls”  are cozened into doing 
pra ttle  against stra igh t th ink ing ; 
anyone w ith  the audacity to r id i­
cule Johnson’s orotund, sancti­
monious, empty phraseology is 
therefore to be congratulated. 
T w i t t i n g  the twaddle may 
strengthen us to fig h t the rotten 
w ar in  deeds as w e ll as words. 
Here, then, are a few  more entries 
fo r the new M ilita n t Unappeased 
D ictionary:

Sneak attack: I t  seems the V ie t 
Cong are neglecting the amenities 
o f modern w arfare in  om itting  to 
send us engraved inv ita tions to do 
battle. Strategic hamlet: Quaint 
and peaceful l it t le  towns, not un­
like  your own home town —  i f  
your home town was Dachau. 
Measured response: Johnson’s
fondness fo r B ib lica l quotation is 
hereby demonstrated: doesn’t  the 
Good Book say “ tw o eyes fo r an 
eye and the whole ja w  fo r a 
tooth” ? I t  doesn’t? Oops. W ell, i t  
must say something about 160 
bombers fo r a single m ortar shell

. . . no? W ell, i t  must say some­
th ing  . . . “We w ant no w ider 
w ar” : Longer, deeper, faster,
meaner, yes —  but not w ider; 
w ouldn ’t  w ant someone to call us 
grab by, now, w ould we?

E. R. Power

Far O ut Message?
Brooklyn, N.Y.

I f  those radio signals from  outer 
space are rea lly  from  rationa l 
beings, they’re probably saying: 
“ Hands O ff V ietnam !”

Sylvia M cG . Weinstein

Monkey Business
New York, N.Y.

Listen here gang, when i t  comes 
to funny planets, th is is it!

Can you imagine a bunch of 
nu tty-look ing , weak, bald mon­
keys tha t m u ltip lied  so fast tha t 
the whole doggone place is c raw l­
ing w ith  them? No kidding, I  bet 
i f  you weren’t  such nu tty -look ing  
bald monkeys you could rea lly  get 
a k ick  out of having such a close- 
up look.

In  the old days monkeys and 
dinosaurs and bugs and s tu ff jus t 
w ent around m ind ing  the ir own 
business and eating leaves and 
p laying around w ith  the g irls  and 
stu ff, and tha t can get d u ll i f  
you’re God or somebody w ho’s got 
nothing to do fo r five  or six hun­
dred m illio n  years except watch 
a ll the stupid horseplay. B u t now 
things are mudh more funny!

You see, a few  of the monkeys 
turned out to be much h igher- 
class than most of the monkeys 
and so these monkeys got together 
and started running things. Most

Toxic Tax? — Commenting on 
the a ir-po llu tion  menace, the New 
Y ork Times said: “ No wonder tha t 
an eminent a lle rg ist has testified 
tha t the average urban resident, 
even i f  he does not smoke, takes 
in to  his lungs every day the 
equivalent in  toxic substances of 
tw o packs of cigarettes.”  This 
could provide a double-opportun­
ity  opening. Some hustling free- 
enterpriser could package the 
s tu ff and the government could 
start slapping taxes on it.

Including Klansmen? —  The
Alabama legislature voted to in ­
crease the pay of a ll teachers ex­
cept those who participate in  “ ra ­
c ia l”  demonstrations.

Progress Report — A fte r a pub­
lic  com pla int by Rep. Jonathan 
Bingham of New York, the Oxford 
U n ivers ity  Press in  London said 
i t  would m odify the de fin ition  of 
“ Am erican”  in  fu tu re  editions of 
its dictionaries. Both the O xford  
D ictionary  and the O xford  Con­
cise D ictionary  define an A m e ri­
can as “ a native of America of 
European descent.”  A  company 
spokesman said fu tu re  editions 
would “ make i t  clear that the 
various people native of, or resi­
dent in, America, are not confined
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of the low-class monkeys would 
starve to death i f  the high-class 
monkeys weren’t  such good guys 
and le t them w ork  in  the ir fac­
tories and mines and things. Be­
ing good guys, the high-class mon­
keys are forever w o rry in g  about 
the low-class monkeys —  who 
rea lly  aren’t  too brigh t.

You have no idea w hat in trica te  
pains the high-class monkeys take 
to keep the low-class monkeys 
from  spoiling the whole game. The 
low-class monkeys are ju s t about 
as smart as some o f the o ld-tim e 
animals, like  buffaloes fo r in ­
stance. W ell, when a ll the b u f­
faloes got together in  the old days 
before the monkeys took over, 
they w ould start runn ing  around 
and stampeding and carry ing  on 
and w recking everyth ing and 
stepping on each other and getting 
hurt.

So the high-class monkeys don’t  
w ant the low-class monkeys to 
h u rt themselves, so they’ve in ­
vented this ingenious plan to  help 
them from  stampeding. See, the 
bald, weak, low-class monkeys 
come in  d iffe ren t funny colors, so 
the high-class monkeys to ld the 
low-class monkeys that i f  they run 
around w ith  some monkeys tha t 
have a d iffe ren t color, next th ing 
you know  the d iffe ren t-co lo r mon­
keys w il l  w ant to m arry  the ir 
daughters and soon a ll the mon­
keys w il l  tu rn  in to  a stupid in - 
between color and things w on’t 
be so p re tty  anymore. So a ll the 
d ifferent-colored, low-class mon­
keys stay away from  each other 
and then they can’t  a ll get to­
gether and stampede and spoil the

to those of Am erican Ind ian or 
European descent.”  He d idn ’t  say 
how th is w ould affect the ir de f­
in ition  of “ un-Am erican.”

The Great Society — There are 
7.4 m illio n  adults in  th is country, 
the richest in  the w orld, w ith  less 
than seven years of grade school.

Getting Rough in Suburbia —
N early a thousand residents of 
R ockville  Center, N Y ., have peti­
tioned the Justice Departm ent to 
probe the arrests of two men who 
tr ied  to question the mayor and 
V illage Board members at a town 
meeting. T itled, “ I t  Can’t  Happen 
Here —  B ut I t  D id ,”  the petition 
says tha t F. Newton M ille r  was 
given the floor at the meeting but 
was silenced when he attempted 
to question the mayor. He re­
mained standing in  protest. He 
was joined in  the silent protest 
by R ichard J. S tim pfl. Both were 
hauled o ff to ja il  and la te r released 
in  $5,000 bail. They face tr ia l May 
17 on charges of “ d is tu rb ing  a 
public meeting.”  M ayor H arry 
L is te r said: “ We f irm ly  believe in 
free speech and practice it.”

Ultim ate in Voter Apathy —
C ity o ffic ia ls in Auburn , Kansas, 
a com m unity of 250, say they w ill

game. So everyth ing works out 
fine!

I t ’s rea lly  hysterical! B u t i t  was 
ju s t too good to last. And now a ll 
the low-class, funny-colored, n u t­
ty-looking, weak, bald monkeys 
are starting to gang up and before 
you know  i t  they’l l  be runn ing  
around and stampeding and spoil­
ing a ll the good fun. B u t there’s 
s ti l l  a chance! I f  the high-class 
monkeys can w ork  fast enough 
and get enough good ideas together 
real quick, there’s one last b ig  
giant surprise in  store fo r God or 
whoever’s w atching —  the B IG ­
GEST, G IANTEST, MOST G LO­
RIOUS FIREW O RKS D IS P LA Y  
IN  THE LA S T  THREE B IL L IO N  
YEARS!

Lawrence L ie f  

No Tax tor Vietnam
Cincinnati, Ohio 

A  group of 88 people have sub­
scribed to a statement th a t they 
are not going to pay taxes on 
1964 income because o f w ha t the 
U.S. is doing in  Vietnam. We are 
seeking additional signers.

The statement reads: “ Because 
so much of the tax paid to  thè 
federal government goes fo r k i l l ­
ing and torture , £s in  Vietnam, 
and fo r the development o f even 
more horrib le  w a r methods to be 
used in  the future, I  am not going 
to pay taxes on 1964 income.”

I f  you wish to jo in  in  signing 
th is statement, w rite  to “ The No 
Tax fo r W ar in  V ietnam  Commit^ 
tee,”  care of Rev. M aurice M c- 
Crackin, 932 Dayton St., C in­
cinnati, Ohio.

E.B.

have to  serve another tw o-year 
term  — not because they were 
re-elected but because everybody 
forgot i t  was election day. Said 
C ity  C lerk Charles Wymore, “ We 
goofed.”

Apple T ax  —  The near-hyster- 
ical reaction o f the medical pro­
fession to the adm in istra tion ’s 
very modest Medicare b i l l  moved 
one Congressman to suggest a two 
per cent tax on apples to “ make i t  
more expensive to keep the doctor 
away.”

No Four-Letter W ord — A  bro­
chure published by the state of 
Ohio entitled, “ The W onderfu l 
W orld o f Ohio,”  says the state’s 
slogan is: "P ro fit Is Not a D ir ty  
Word in Ohio.”  ■ ;r ; tr-.v

Solution for Smokers —  The
B ritish  free-enterprise system has 
come up w ith  an answer to ihe 
cigarette-cancer problem. A n  in ­
surance company has offered a 
special policy fo r smokers w hich 
pays $1,400 i f  the smoker gets 
cancer. The annual prem ium  is 
on ly  $4.20 and the policy doesn’t 
pu t any l im it on the num ber of 
cigarettes that may be smoked.
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SYMPOSIUM ON ACADEMIC FREEDOM

B y Constance Weissman
NEW YO RK — An audience 

large ly composed o f youth listened 
w ith  great attention to a sympo­
sium on freedom o f speech on the 
campus at the A p r il 9 M ilita n t 
Labor Forum. The speakers were 
Prof. Staughton Lynd o f Yale, who 
directed the Freedom Schools in  
last summer’s Mississippi Project; 
D r. Robert S itton, h im self the 
Storm center o f an academic free­
dom fig h t at B rooklyn  College; 
and James Bingham, who is under 
ind ictm ent in  Indiana on sedition 
charges fo r socialist a c tiv ity  on the 
U n ivers ity  o f Indiana campus.

Professor Lynd to ld the audi­
ence tha t the discussion must be­
gin w ith  a realization of the “ c l i­
mate o f falsehood we are liv in g  in 
today in  the U.S.”

“ Americans have been lied to 
often by th e ir government,”  said 
the h istory professor. “ The State 
Departm ent lied about the U -2 in ­
c ident and A d la i Stevenson lied 
about ttye invasion of Cuba.

“ B u t w hat we are confronted 
w ith  in  V ietnam  is a fa r more 
deliberate k ind  of ly ing. To begin 
With, we were to ld  tha t American 
soldiers were there as advisers. 
We were to ld that gas is a be­
nevolent weapon . . .

“ W hat shall we say of President 
Johnson when a fte r two months 
o f silence, when he had brought 
the country to the b rin k  o f nu­
clear war, he could come before 
us last Wednesday, notably not to 
do the two things necessary fo r 
peace, namely, stop the bombing 
and negotiate w ith  the V ie t Cong? 
. . . Yet he tells America he thinks 
o f l it t le  ch ildren dying before he 
turns o ff the lig h t each n igh t.”
I'- Expressing the belie f that the 
U.S. is in  danger o f fascism, Lynd 
continued: “ C ritics w il l  say, ‘Isn’t 
the situation essentially like  tha t

By Ed Sm ith

Photo by F iner

P A R T IC IP A N T S  IN  S Y M P O S IU M . A t rostrum  is Prof. Staughton 
Lynd of Yale. H e was 1964 Mississippi Freedom Schools director. 
Seated are James Bingham ( le f t )  a defendant in Indiana “sedi­
tion” case, and D r. Robert Sitton who was dismissed from  Brook­
lyn College faculty a fter rescinding his “loyalty” oath.

of the Red Scare in  the 1920s? 
Haven’t  there been infringem ents 
o f academic freedom throughout 
American h istory?’

“ I would answer in  th is fashion: 
Never before, I  th ink , have in ­
fringements o f academic freedom 
been so great. In  addition, the 
B loom ington indictments, Progres­
sive Labor arrests, and Russ N ixon 
before the House U n-Am erican 
A ctiv ities  Committee (H U A C ), 
have only too many precedents 
in  American history. Never be­
fore have such attacks against 
freedom of speech taken place in 
a country where 50 per cent of the

Police Victim Bares Methods 
Of Extracting "Confessions"

N!EW YO RK — David Coleman, 
a 27-year-old Negro who has spent 
the last fo u r years on death row, 
told a judge tha t he had falsely 
confessed to m urder because the 
police, after beating and to rtu ring  
Him, had threatened to ja i l  his 
common-law w ife .

His eighth stay of execution, two 
days before he was scheduled to 
die in  the electric chair, came be­
cause the U.S. Supreme Court 
ru led that New Y o rk ’s procedure 
w ith  confessions was unconstitu­
tional. The court ru led in  June 
1964 tha t the judge must f irs t de­
cide w hether a confession was 
vo lun ta ry  before le tting  the ju ry  
hear it.

On the basis of that decision, 
Coleman’s court-appointed lawyer 
obtained a hearing on the vo l­
untariness o f his “ confession.”  
Coleman testified that a fte r his 
arrest fo r the the ft of two type­
w rite rs  in  January 1960, he was 
handcuffed to a cha ir in  a B rook­
ly n  police squad room and h it on 
the head by two policeman, who 
were standing on each side of him , 
“ u n til I  thought the top of my 
head w ould come o ff.”

Threaten W ife
Coleman was “ questioned”  fo r 

15 hours, in terrupted by five  visits 
to  burg la ry  scenes in  B rooklyn. He 
was then taken to the apartment 
of the murdered woman. On his 
re tu rn  his common-law w ife, who 
was pregnant, was brought in. 
Then Detective James F. Casey 
to ld  h im  i f  he d idn ’t say the righ t 
things they w ould lock her up on 
charges of prostitu tion and dope. 
“ I  was scared they would, and I ’d 
been beat a ll day so I d id what 
they wanted,”  Coleman testified.

On the second day of the hear­
ing, Coleman, prodded beyond en­
durance by the assistant prosecu­

tor, shouted: “ I ’m  a th ie f! What 
more do you want? I t ’s nothing 
tha t I ’m  proud of. B u t I ’m no 
m urderer and I ’m  no rapist.”

Coleman’s lawyer brought out 
tha t in  a 1963 case Detective 
Casey’s false testimony resulted in 
the ordering of a new tr ia l. In  
tha t case, the defendant testified 
that his confession resulted from  
large quantities of w ine given him  
during  the questioning. Casey test­
ified  tha t he was w ith  the defend­
ant the whole time, and no w ine 
was served. The Court of Appeals 
found that Casey lied about being 
there the whole tim e and char­
acterized his testimony as a “ c ru ­
cial fraud.”

When asked about this episode 
by Coleman’s lawyer, Casey 
“ paused, looked troubled,”  and 
then, in  w hat must be some kind 
of a record understatement, said 
tha t he had made an “ honest er­
ro r.”

The cop who obtained Cole­
man’s “ confession”  is Detective 
Edward J. Bulger who obtained 
the now notorious “ confessions”  
from  George W hitm ore to the 
W y lie -H o ffe rt murders and two 
other m a jo r crimes.

W hitm ore, a 22-year-old Negro, 
was beaten in to  “ confessing”  three 
murders and an attempted rape in 
24 hours o f “ questioning.”  A fte r a 
year in  ja il aw aiting tr ia l, his 
“ confession”  to tw o murders ex­
ploded and another man was in ­
dicted. H aving been convicted on 
his “ confession”  in  a second case, 
a new tr ia l has been ordered. But 
in a scandalous decision, a B rook­
lyn  judge upheld the va lid ity  of 
the th ird  “ confession”  and W h it­
more w ent on tr ia l again A p r il 12. 
. On the same day Judge Helfand 
upheld Coleman’s “ confession”  
and sent h im  back to death row.

budget is spent fo r fascism over­
seas. We are getting ready fo r 
‘Seven Days in  M ay’ in  Saigon.”

Lynd also predicted tha t HUAC 
would stage a w itch -hun ting  in ­
vestigation o f the Student N onvio l­
ent Coordinating C o m m i t t e e  
(SNCC).

Dr. Robert S itton, the 27-year- 
old professor who has jus t been 
fired  from  Brooklyn College fo r 
rescinding his loya lty  oath, said 
the protest movement o f the stu­
dents at Brooklyn was over very 
real grievances. Bccause of the 
undemocratic system o f electing 
the student government there, 
over 40 per cent of the students 
are not represented, he said. Stu­
dents are not allowed to speak 
d irec tly  to the press w ithou t clear­
ance from  the college authorities. 
This ru le could not even be put 
into effect at the U n ivers ity  of 
Mississippi where the chancellor 
had proposed i t  during  the Mere­
d ith  crisis. D is tribu tion  of l ite r ­
ature on the B rooklyn campus is 
not allowed unless the organiza­
tion got approval from  the author­
ities. No off-campus po litica l ac­
tiv ity  is allowed.

Loyalty Oaths
Dr, S itton discussed the Fein- 

berg Law, under which a ll teach­
ers in  New Y ork  State public 
schools and colleges have to sign 
loya lty  oaths. Under th is law  i t  is 
illegal to advocate c iv il disobedi­
ence to redress grievances.

“ I t  became apparent tha t i f  a 
ru lin g  was going to be obtained 
[on the Feinberg L aw ] from  the 
U.S. Supreme Court, someone was 
going to have to lose his job over 
the isfcue . . .  As a person who in  
many ways has become very dis­
enchanted w ith  academia, I  feel 
very happy to be the lamb led to 
the slaughter.”

James Bingham, one of three 
Young Socialist A lliance students 
indicted in  Bloomington, Indiana, 
pointed out the s im ila rity  between 
New Y ork ’s Feinberg Law  and the 
Indiana Sedition Law  under which 
he had been indicted fo r socialist 
ac tiv ity . He said tha t the w itch 
hunt has extended into every as­
pect of the c iv il-r ig h ts  move­
ment, the unions and academic 
life.

“ Students are beginning to look 
fo r useful ideas tha t can be tran ­
slated in to action in  the w orld. 
U n ivers ity  authorities are afra id 
o f th is ,. county prosecutors are 
afra id of this, the F B I is afra id  o f 
this, and i t  is not unusual to find  
them a ll w ork ing  together to sup­
press a ll academic freedom on the 
campus.”

A P R IL  14 —  Savage acts of 
Southern police b ru ta lity  com­
bined w ith  K u  K lu x  K lan  te r­
rorism  have increased rap id ly  
since the conclusion o f the Selma- 
Montgomery march and the hu r­
ried w ithd raw a l o f federal troops 
March 25. M a jo r incidents have 
since been reported in  fou r South­
ern cities.

In  Camden, Alabama, police 
continued to use smoke bombs 
and tear gas against c iv il-righ ts 
demonstrators through A p r il 7. On 
at least one occasion cops beat up 
demonstrators — as could be seen 
on the nation-w ide CBS-TV news 
the fo llow ing  day. Then the cops 
were tem porarily  called o ff and 
c iv il-righ ts  workers were per­
m itted to march peacefully in 
Camden A p r il 9.

D uring  an a ll-n ight K lan  ra lly  
in  Bogalusa, Louisiana, A p r il 8, 
raiders fired  at a house occupied 
by tw o CORE workers and a Ne­
gro fam ily  of six. The raiders were 
chased o ff when people in  the 
house fired  back. No one was in ­
jured.

The next day, white-suprema- 
cists in  Bogalusa attacked a c iv il- 
rights march attem pting to present 
a lis t of demands to the c ity  ad­
m in istra tion. The demands con­
cerned equal job opportunities, 
equal education, desegregation of 
public accommodations, appoint­
ment o f Negro policemen, and in ­
clusion of Negro leaders on the 
decision-making level of the c ity  
adm inistration.

Bogalusa, a town o f 25,000 w ith  
a 35 per cent Negro population, is 
reported to have a K lan  number-

ing 1,000. The id e n tity -o f interests 
—  i f  not o f members —  between 
the K lan  and the c ity  o ffic ia ls  was 
indicated in  the A p r il 10 New  
Y ork Times.

According to Times correspond­
ent Roy Reed, the d is tr ic t K K K  
leader praised the Bogalusa mayor, 
Jesse Cutrer, fo r “ doing a tremen­
dous jo b ”  and urged his followers 
to le t the “ law-enforcement”  o f­
fic ia ls  handle c iv il-righ ts  workers.

Both in  Bogalusa and in  Jones­
boro, Louisiana, 160 miles to the 
northwest, Negroes have formed 
armed self-defense organizations 
called the Deacons of Defense and 
Justice. Charles R. Sims, president 
of the Bogalusa Deacons, told an 
AP  correspondent: “ We are the de­
fensive team. I f  they come here 
to h it us, they w il l  get h it back.”

Shoot at Car
Shooting was also reported in 

Jonesboro. On A p r il 10, w h ite  
youths in  a car fired  on a station 
wagon which was carry ing c iv il- 
rights workers v is iting  Jonesboro 
from  the U n ivers ity  of Kansas. 
When the Negro station-wagon 
d rive r, E lmo Jacobs, returned fire  
from  a .38 caliber pistol, the at­
tackers fled. No one was hurt.

In  Columbia, S.C., Klansmen 
took an 18-year-old Negro, Robert 
Jackson, from  a ja il cell A p r il 7, 
and tried to in tim ida te  him . The 
leader of the K lan  gang, P h illip  
P lam pkin, was arrested when 
South Carolina Governor Russell 
ordered an investigation of the in ­
cident. He turned out to be the 
cop who had arrested Jackson a 
week earlier.

DeBerry Welcomes N. Y. CORE Stand 
Against Re-election of Mayor Wagner

NEW YORK, A p r il 9 —  C lifton  
DeBerry, Socialist W orkers Party  
candidate fo r mayor of New York 
C ity, said here today that he 
“ welcomed the announcement by 
New Y ork CORE tha t they planned 
to oppose M ayor Wagner’s re- 
election.”

CORE made the announcement 
at a press conference held here 
recently. Mrs. Joyce Ware, CORE 
d irector fo r the Northeast, said at 
the conference: “ We do not seek 
negotiations w ith  M ayor Wagner. 
We do not seek to take our g riev­
ances to h im  or try  to convince 
h im  he m ight be a better mayor. 
We are saying: We have had 12 
years of your status quo. You 
ta lk  from  both sides of your 
mouth. You don’t care about Ne­
gro or Puerto Rican people.”

“ CORE is r ig h t,”  DeBerry said, 
“ in pu tting  the blame fo r condi­
tions which Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans face in  th is c ity  on that 
‘libe ra l’ so-called ‘fr ie n d ’ of Ne­
groes and Puerto Ricans, Mayor 
Wagner. I t ’s Wagner’s corrupt 
cops who attacked H arlem  and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant last summer 
—  his cops who shoot down Ne­
groes and Puerto Ricans w ith  im ­
punity, and who bruta lize our 
neighborhoods.”

Part of System
The SWP candidate went on, 

“ I t ’s Wagner’s Board of Education 
which allows segregated educa­
tion to exist and grow in  our city. 
Wagner allows and protects job 
d iscrim ination, housing d iscrim in­
ation, and the whole system tha t 
in flic ts  high unemployment, high 
rents and low  wages on Negroes 
and Puerto Ricans.

“ But i t  would be a mistake fo r 
CORE to th ink  tha t Wagner acts 
th is way because he is an inade­
quate or corrupt ind iv idua l. Wag­
ner is pa rt of the capita lis t power 
structure which pro fits  from  rac­

ism and perpetuates it. A ny can­
didate beholden to the power 
structure w ould do the same as 
Wagner,”  DeBerry declared.

“ The Democratic and R epubli­
can Parties are part o f the power 
structure which perpetuates rac­
ism. CORE’S breaking w ith  Wag­
ner is an im portan t step forward, 
and I urge them and others who 
feel the same way about Wagner 
to break en tire ly  w ith  both big 
parties and a ll candidates of the 
capita lis t power structure, and to 
run the ir own independent can­
didates against both the R epubli­
cans and Democrats.

“ I f  such an independent cam­
paign based in the Negro com­
m un ity  does not -develop,”  De­
B erry said, “ I  urge CORE and 
other m ilitan ts  to support the tic k ­
et of the Socialist W orkers P arty  
as the best possible protest against 
the tw o -pa rty  racist power struc­
ture in  th is c ity .”

C lifton  D eBerry

Warn Against Increasing Curbs
Racist Violence Persists 
In Alabama, Louisiana




