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JOIN THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON 
TO PROTEST THE VIETNAM WAR!
Johnson Keeps 
Edging Toward 
Nuclear Brink

By George Saunders
A fte r tw o months o f bombing 

raids in  N orth  V ietnam , the John­
son a d m in is t r a t io n  has not 
achieved its  announced aims. 
G uerrillas in  South Vietnam, fa r 
from  being ordered by the ir a l­
leged “ superiors”  in  Hanoi to stop 
figh ting , are pressing the in ­
dependence struggle harder than 
ever. So Johnson keeps pushing 
tow ard the nuclear b rink .

There }s no sign that, as John­
son’s advisers forecast, the North 
Vietnamese Lao Dong party, 
headed by pro-Moscow moderate 
Ho Chi M inh, has been te rrified  
by the bombings in to  urg ing the ir 
southern compatriots to lay down 
arms.

In  fSfct, the bom bing raids may 
have strengthened a m ilita n t w ing 
in  the Lao Dong pa rty  tha t favors 
“ a harder line  toward the West.”  
“ There is reason to believe that 
Ho Chi M inh  . . . may be among 
those who have bowed to the 
young m ilitan ts ,”  said a report in 
the A p r il 4 New Y ork  Times. The 
f irs t use of M IG  fighters against 
U.S. raiders on A p r il 4 may be a 
confirm ation of th is report of a 
tougher line  in  Hanoi.

That was the situation, then, as 
President Johnson delivered his 
firs t policy speech on Vietnam 
since the escalation began.

Johnson has been extrem ely re­
luc tan t to be pinned down on his 
V ietnam  policies. However, a great 
deal o f questioning and critic ism  
has arisen over his r isky  and 
seemingly purposeless violence —  
from  neutra l and a llied govern­
ments, as w e ll as from  ind iv idua ls 
in  th is country and abroad. Feel­
ing this heat, “ V om it Gas”  John­
son decided tha t he had to get up 
there and “ expla in to the fo lks”  
ju s t w ha t the U.S. is up to in  
Southeast Asia.

That the South V ietnam  guer­
rillas  have not been paralyzed by 
Johnson’s raids is attested to by 
a whole rash of gue rrilla  actions 
reported in  the f irs t week of A p r il. 
South V ietnam ’s National L ibe ra -

How to Join 
D.C. March

For N ew  Yorkers who w ant 
transportation to and from  
the A p ril 17 M arch on W ash­
ington, there w ill be buses 
leaving from  116th St. and 
Broadway, and from  B ryant 
Park at 42nd St. and Sixth  
Ave. A  tra in  w ill be leaving  
from  Penn Station at 34th St. 
Buses w ill leave at 6 a.m., 
the tra in  at 7 a.m.

R ound-trip  bus tickets are 
$6, and round-trip  tra in  tic k ­
ets are $8. For inform ation  
about buses, call M O  2-5988; 
about tra in , call A L  4-2123.

Ho Chi M inh

tion  Front, in  its March 22 state­
ment on the w idening of the war, 
declared its resolve to “ arm  the 
whole people,”  “ fig h t continuous­
ly  . .  . w ithou t g iv ing  a moment’s 
respite to the U.S. aggressors and 
the ir stooges,”  and to “ w iden the 
liberated areas [and] . . . trans­
fo rm  the liberated areas in to  firm  
strongholds.”

A t the U. S. base at P leiku, 
(Continued on Page 5)

By Jack Barnes
Nat’ l Chairman, Young Socialist A lliance

I f  you  fe e l the  u rgency o f s topp ing  the U.S. 
w a r o f a tro c ity  in  V ie tn a m , you  shou ld  jo in  and 
b u ild  th e  A p r i l  17 M a rch  on W ash ing ton  to 
E nd  th e  W a r in  V ie tn a m . Y oung  and o ld, s tu ­
den t and non -s tuden t, a re  be ing  u rged  by  the  
organ izers o f the  M arch  to  p itch  in  to  m ake 
th is  the  la rges t and m ost e ffe c tive  dem onstra ­
tio n  possible.

G ro w in g  num bers o f A m ericans  are express­
in g  doubts abou t the  w a r and a desire  fo r  a 
peacefu l so lu tion . A  p o w e rfu l M a rch  on W ash­
in g to n  dem and ing  an end to  th is  w a r N O W  w i l l  
he lp  m o b ilize  th a t sen tim en t in to  a m ovem en t —  
a m ovem ent w h ich , i f  i t  becomes p o w e rfu l 
enough, can stay Johnson’s hand.

E ve ry  vo ice  o f p ro tes t m us t be heard  now , 
and the  best p lace to  m ake y o u r voice heard 
w i l l  be in  W ash ing ton  on S a tu rday , A p r i l  17, 
a long w ith  thousands o f others.

S tudents fo r  a D em ocra tic  Socie ty, the  o r ­
ganizers o f th e  M arch , re p o r t th a t thousands o f 
s tudents a re  p la n n in g  to  converge on W ash ing ­
ton  fro m  e ve ry  m a jo r cam pus in  th e  East and 
M id w e s t. T w o  bustoads a re  com ing  a l l  th e  w a y  
fro m  the  B a y  A rea  in  C a lifo rn ia , w h e re  a la rg e  
sym p a th y  dem ons tra tion  is also be ing  p lanned. 
T he re  w i l l  also be de legations to  W ash ing ton  
fro m  S ou the rn  states.

W om en S tr ik e  fo r  Peace and o th e r peace 
o rgan iza tions have endorsed the  M a rch  and are 
a c tiv e ly  w o rk in g  to  b u ild  i t .  A  la rg e  tu rn o u t o f 
adu lts  w i l l  jo in  the  p ro test.

SDS is p r in t in g  thousands o f posters w ith  
such slogans as “ E nd the  W a r in  V ie tn a m !”  
“ W ith d ra w  N o w !”  “ N ego tia te ”  “ I  W on ’t  F ig h t 
in  V ie tn a m ”  and others. The dem onstra to rs  be­
g in  p ic k e tin g  th e  W h ite  House a t 10 a.m., and

then  m arch  to  the  W ash ing ton  M o num en t a t 
1:30 p.m . w h e re  th e y  w i l l  hear speakers, and 
f in a l ly  m arch  to  th e  C a p ito l to  p resen t th e ir  
p ro tes t to  Congress.

A m o n g  th e  speakers w i l l  be jo u rn a lis t I .  F. 
Stone, Senator G ru e n in g  o f A laska , B ob  P a rr is  
o f SNCC, and P a u l P o tte r, ch a irm a n  o f SDS.

The p e tit io n  th e  m archers  w i l l  p resen t to  
Congress w i l l  say in  p a r t :  “ T h is  w a r is in f l ic t ­
in g  u n to ld  h a rm  on the  people o f V ie tn a m . I t  is 
be ing  fo u g h t in  b e h a lf o f a succession o f u n ­
p o p u la r regim es, n o t fo r  the  ideals you  p roc la im . 
O u r m i l i ta r y  are o b v io u s ly  b e ing  de feated; y e t 
we pe rs is t in  e x te n d in g  the  w a r. T he  p rob lem s 
o f A m erica  c ry  o u t fo r  a tte n tio n , and o u r en­
tang lem en t in  S outh  V ie tn a m  postpones th e  con­
fro n ta t io n  o f these issues w h ile  p ro lo n g in g  the  
m ise ry  o f th e  people o f th a t w a r - to rn  land.

“ Y ou  m ust act now  to  reverse th is  s o rry  sta te  
o f a ffa irs . W e c a ll on you to end, n o t to  extend, 
the  w a r in  V ie tn a m .”

M arch  com m ittees have been fo rm e d  on m any  
campuses w ith  m any d if fe re n t o rgan iza tions 
p a rt ic ip a tin g . Buses, tra in s  and cars are be ing  
o rgan ized to  c a rry  dem onstra to rs  to  and firom  
W ash ing ton.

The fa c t th a t SDS is c a llin g  fo r  an im m e d ia te  
end to  U.S. aggression in  V ie tn a m  assures th a t 
the  action  w i l l  be in  h e a rte n in g  con tras t 
to  m any  p rev ious  peace dem onstra tions w h ich  
w e re  w eakened because th e  leaders proceeded on 
the  m is taken  n o tio n  th a t i f  th e y  w a te red  d o w n  
the  purpose o f th e  action  th e y  w o u ld  w in  
b roader su p p o rt fo r  it .  Such an approach served 
o n ly  to  b lu n t the  e ffectiveness o f such actions.

A  b ig  tu rn o u t in  W ash ing ton  w i l l  le t J o h n ­
son kn o w  the re  is a serious and s ig n if ic a n t op­
po s ition  to  h is  re a c tio n a ry  w a r in  V ie tn a m . A l l  
ou t fo r  the  W ash ing ton  M arch  A p r i l  17!

Need for Federal Occupation Remains Urgent

Racist Alabama Officials Continue Violence
By B arry  Sheppard

A P R IL  6  —  The tear-gassing 
and smoke-bombing of Negro dem­
onstrators in  Camden, A la., under­
scores the continued urgent need - 
fo r federal troops in  Alabama to 
protect the rights of Negroes.

The W hite  House is fostering 
the impression tha t i t  discharged 
its duties by prov id ing  troops fo r 
the five  days o f the Selma-Mont- 
gomery march and by proposing a 
voting-rights b ill to Congress. B u t 
when the mayor of Camden h im ­
self throws tear gas to break up 
a peaceful assembly of Negroes 
petition ing  fo r redress of g riev­
ances —  and the ir grievances are 
many —  then i t  is clear tha t the 
Constitutional righ ts of Negroes 
are not being protected.

Johnson has sworn to  protect the 
Constitutional rights of a ll citizens. 
Bu t in  Alabama Negroes are being 
denied these rights at th is very 
moment by c ity , county and state 
officia ls, and Johnson is doing 
nothing about it. Federal troops 
should be sent to Alabama now 
to enforce the Constitution and to 
arrest every state and local of­
fic ia l gu ilty  of depriv ing black 
citizens of th e ir rights.

M ayor Reginald A lb r itto n  of 
Camden, backed up by local cops 
and Colonel A l  L ingo ’s state storm- 
troopers, broke up a demonstration

in  fro n t of the voter-regist r ation 
office w ith  tear gas and smoke 
bombs on A p r il 5. A lb ritto n , who 
swaggers around w ith  a .45 pistol 
on his hip, has broken up s im ila r 
demonstrations in the past few 
days.

The racist, sadistic m enta lity  of 
th is “ o ffic ia l”  was reflected in  his 
jus tifica tion  of the use of smoke 
bombs: “ We could have beaten 
them w ith  sticks.”  In  addition to 
the thugs in  un ifo rm , A lb ritto n  
brings along a “ rescue squad”  of 
armed white-supremacist c iv ilians 
when he breaks up peaceful dem­
onstrations.

These events in  Camden are a 
repetition of the events in  nearby 
Selma which led to mass beatings 
and to k illings  of c iv i l -rights w ork­
ers. Camden is in  W ilcox County 
which adjoins Dallas County. Ne­
groes outnumber whites in  W ilcox 
County fou r to one. Very few Ne­
groes there are registered to vote.

Since the departure of federal 
troops, reprisals have begun 
against Selma Negroes who took 
part in the march. The P hilade l­
phia Tribune  of A p r il 3 reports 
tha t at least a dozen have been 
fired  from  th e ir jobs, many have 
been arrested on charges such as 
“ reckless w a lk ing ,”  and students 
and facu lty  members at the all- 
Negro Alabama State College have

been expelled fo r supporting the 
march.

Nothing tangible has been 
achieved as yet by Alabama Ne­
groes. W ithdraw al of the federal 
troops leaves them again at the 
mercy o f state and local officia ls. 
W hile  a voting-rights b ill has been

Johnson

promised, i t  remains to be seen 
how strong the b il l  w il l  be when 
passed. (See artic le  on page 2.) 
But, at best, i t  w il l  be several years 
before Negroes in  Selma can even 
vote against the state and local 
offic ia ls.

Under these conditions of no 
federal protection fo r Alabama 
Negroes and a deferred r ig h t to 
vote —  i f  indeed, they do get i t  —  
Rev. M artin  Lu the r K in g  has p ro j­
ected the idea o f a boycott o f A la ­
bama.

K in g ’s proposal is to p u t pres­
sure on the state’s racist govern­
ment through an economic boycott 
of goods produced in  the state, and 
to have the federal government 
im plem ent the 1964 C iv il Rights 
A c t by not g iv ing A labam a any 
economic aid. K in g ’s proposal has 
been attacked by the Johnson ad­
m in is tra tion  and the capita list 
press nationally. Union leaders 
gave i t  the cold shoulder.

The N orthern big-business press 
has used the proposed boycott as 
a p re text fo r opening a campaign 
against K ing  and the c iv il-righ ts 
movement, p iously w arn ing  against 
tactics which w il l  “ h u rt Negroes, 
too.”  A labam a’s racist o ffic ia ls 
jo ined in  th is  hypocritica l chorus 
o f concern fo r the Negroes of 
A labama —  but Alabama Negroes 

(Continued on Page 4)
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What It  Does and Doesn't Do

Johnson’s Voting-Rights Bill
The fo rm er “ boy wonder”  of the 

CIO, James B. Carey, has resigned 
as president o f the In te rnationa l 
U nion o f E lectrical, Radio, and 
Machine W orkers ( IU E ). The an­
nouncement o f his resignation fo l­
lowed an A p r il 5 report by the 
U.S. Departm ent of Labor tha t 
there had been a massive mis­
count of votes cast in  the elec­
tions fo r a new president last fa ll.

Carey’s opponent, Paul Jen­
nings, obtained a restra in ing order 
on Dec. 1, based on charges that 
the votes were being fraudu len tly  
counted. As a result, a ll ballots 
w ere impounded before the count 
had been completed, and were la t­
e r turned over to the Labor De­
partm ent.

Carey supporters claimed he 
had. been elected by a m argin of 
more than 2,000 votes, bu t the 
Labor Departm ent count gave the 
election to Jennings by a whop­
p ing m a jo rity  o f 23,000.

* * *
.Two Mississippi union leaders 

to ld  a recent public hearing o f the 
U.S. C iv il Rights Commission in  
Jackson, Miss., tha t w h ite  trade 
unionists have been threatened 
and beaten by the same groups 
Which have been te rro riz ing  M is­
sissippi Negroes.

S t  a t  e A F L -C I O President 
Claude Ramsey, a native Missis- 
sippian, said groups lik e  the K l an 
and the John B irch  Society “ start 
ou t w ith  a base of racia l prejudice, 
bu t i t  doesn’t  take them long to 
move elsewhere.”

A n  example o f “ elsewhere”  was 
provided by Otis Matthews, an o f­
fic ia l o f a W oodworkers local in  
Laure l, Miss., who reported how 
he was savagely beaten by the 
K la n - last- summer.

“ They tie d ,m y  hands and p u t a 
b lin d fo ld  on my eyes,”  he said. 
“ They drove me a short distance 
in to ,^  <luxnp ground . . . They la id  
me down on the ground, tore m y 
pants o ff and began to adm inister 
a beating along w ith  a lecture on 
keeping my mouth shut, doing 
w ha t I  was told, and q u ittin g  my 
activ ities.”

Matthews reported tha t he re -
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Til«  ra ta  lo r  advertising in this col­
umn is 40  cents a line. Display ads are  
$2 ¿-/colum n inch. There is a ten  per 
cent discount for regular advertisers. 
Advertising must reach us by the  M on­
day  prior to  the da te  o f publication.

C H IC A G O
T h e : F r i d a y  N ig h t  S o c ia l i s t  F o ru m  w i l l  

not m e e t  F r id a y ,  A p r i l  16, in  o r d e r  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  M a r c h  o n  W a s h in g t o n  t o  
E n d  t h e  W a r  in  V ie tn a m .  A n y o n e  in ­
t e r e s t e d  in  g o in g  o n  t h e  m a rc h  c a n  c a l l  
W E  9-5044 d u r in g  a f t e r n o o n s .

•
LOS A NG ELES  

M A R X IS M  VS. EXISTENTIA L IS M . 
Speaker, W illiam  F. W a rd e . F r i. ,  A pril 
16, 8 :3 0  p .m .  1702 E. 4th St. A u s p .  M i l i ­

t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m .
•

M IN N E A P O L IS
T h e  F r id a y  N ig h t  S o c ia l i s t  F o ru m  w i l l  

not m e e t  F r id a y .  A p r i l  16, in  o r d e r  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  M a r c h  o n  W a s h in g t o n  t o  
E n d  t h e  W a r  in  V ie tn a m .

•
N E W  YO R K  

M A L C O L M  X . T a p e  o f  s p e e c h  h e  g a v e  
a t t h e  M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  J a n .  7, 
19 6 5 .  S a t. ,  A p r i l  10, 8 :3 0  p .m .  116 U n i­
versity PI. O p e n  h o u s e  t o  f o l lo w ,  f r e e  r e ­
f r e s h m e n ts .  C o n t r ib .  $ 1 .5 0 .  A u s p .  M i l i ­
t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m .

*  *  ♦

IS W O R L D  W A R  II I  INEVITABLE?
E v e  o f  M a r c h  o n  W a s h in g t o n  t a l k  b y  
Jack Barnes, n a t io n a l  c h a ir m a n ,  Y o u n g  
S o c ia l i s t  A l l ia n c e .  F r i. ,  A pril 16, 8 :3 0  
p.m. 116 University PI. C o n t r ib .  $1. 
A u s p .  M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m .

•
P U B L IC A T IO N S  

U N IO N  A N D  LABOR SPEAKERS' 
H A N D B O O K  f o r  m o r e  p a y ,  b e t t e r  c o n ­
d i t io n s ,  a n d  f u l l  e m p lo y m e n t .  $ 2  e a c h  
( b o u n d  c o p ie s  $ 2 . 5 0 ) .  O r d e r  f r o m  B a la  
P re ss , B a la ,  N o r t h  W a le s ,  U n i t e d  K in g ­
d o m .

fused to be in tim idated. “ I  go 
armed,”  he said, “ and m y fa m ily  
are p re tty  good shots too, and my 
w ife  is not the scarey type.”

Meanwhile, T. H. V incent, re­
gional d irector o f the U nited Pack­
inghouse Workers, has charged 
tha t the armed, mounted, c iv ilia n  
posse, used to bruta lize c iv i l -righ ts 
demonstrators in  Selma, Ala., 
was used against an organizing 
campaign o f his union in  1958.

V incent was attem pting to o r­
ganize a packing p lan t in  Selma, 
tha t employed m ain ly  women 
workers, when he was threatened 
by S heriff J im  C lark and aban­
doned the e ffo rt. He said th a t “ 50 
to 75 farmers on horseback, dep­
utized by C lark, showed up at the 
plant. They carried rifles, squ irre l 
guns and baseball bats.”

*  *  *

100 m anufacturing plants in  the
San Francisco Bay Area were 
closed by a strike  o f 7,000 mach­
inists A p r il 1. The strikers re ject­
ed a fin a l o ffe r by the C a liforn ia  
Metal Trades Association which 
represents the struck plants. I t  o f­
fered p idd ling  wage increases and 
fringe  benefits ranging from  16 to 
28 cents an hour spread over three 
years.

*  *  *

More than 2,000 U AW  members
closed down three D e tro it plants 
o f the E x-C e ll O Corp., a man­
ufacturer o f machine tools and 
packaging equipment on A p r il 2. 
A  membership meeting voted 
down the company’s last o ffe r o f a 
three-year contract w ith  wage in ­
creases 42 cents an hour below 
w hat the union had asked for.

.* *  *

Women members of the United 
Packinghouse Workers o f America, 
according to a survey conducted 
by the union, p lay a leadership 
role roughly proportiona l to the ir 
numbers in  the union.

In  282 locals women held 542 
executive offices. This included 
24 presidents, 38 vice-presidents, 
102 recording secretaries, 74 f i ­
nancial secretaries, 11 secretary - 
treasurers, 198 executive-board 
members, and 94 trustees. In  addi­
tion, there were a to ta l o f 388 
women shop stewards, includ ing 
56 chief stewards.

Tota l union membership is 73,- 
957, of whom 15,557 are women.

Phila. Parley Held 
On Campus Rights

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  Tom M or­
gan, one o f the three student de­
fendants in  the Indiana “ subver­
sion”  case, spoke to 150 at the 
Emergency C iv il L iberties Com­
m ittee conference on Democracy 
on the Campus held here March 
27.

The conference’s m orning ses­
sions heard descriptions of cur­
ren t campus c iv i l -l iberties cases. 
In  addition to Tom Morgan, Rob­
e rt Vogel of the Berkeley Free 
Speech Movement, J. A. Kennedy 
of the U n ive rs ity  o f New Mexico 
DuBois Club, and A llen  Krebs, 
professor at A delph i College in  
Long Island, N.Y., addressed this 
session.

Morgan outlined the legal and 
extra-legal aspects o f the Hoosier 
w itch  hunt which is threatening 
him self and tw o other Young So­
cia lis t A lliance members w ith  one 
to three years in  ja il. J .A . Kennedy 
discussed the tactics used by the 
U n ive rs ity  of New Mexico adm inis­
tra tion  to keep the DuBois Club 
o ff the campus. A llen  Krebs de­
scribed his f ir in g  by A delph i be­
cause of his po litica l beliefs.

D uring  the afternoon Frank 
Donner, author of The Unam eri- 
cans, spoke on in tim ida tion  on the 
campus. The rem ainder of the a ft­
ernoon was spent w ork ing  on a 
“ Student B il l  o f Rights.”

B y D ick  Roberts
A P R IL  6 — In  place of what 

should be a simple s tra igh tfo r­
w ard b ill, once and fo r a ll p rov id ­
ing voting rights to a ll American 
citizens o f voting age, the John­
son V oting Rights B il l  is a com­
plicated series o f pa rtia l measures.

W ith  the latest of several re v i­
sions, the b il l  provides tw o new 
avenues fo r legal action where 
d iscrim ination occurs during  voter 
registration. The f irs t avenue ap­
plies to areas w hich have lite racy 
tests, had voter registration bel6w 
50 per cent of those o f voting age 
at the tim e of the 1964 elections, 
and in  which the population o f the 
area is at least 20 per cent Negro.

This tr ip le  provision applies to 
s ix states —  Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Georgia, South Caro­
lina  and V irg in ia  —  and to 34 
counties in  N orth  Carolina. The 
U.S. A tto rney  General, upon re­
ceiving a petition from  20 persons 
who have been prevented from  
voting because of racial d iscrim ­
ination in  any of these areas or 
upon his own motion, may send 
federal registrars to process the 
registrations.

The second avenue, introduced 
in to  the b il l  by an A p r i l  2 agree­
ment between the Justice D epart­
ment and Senate Republican lead­
er D i r ksen, applies to states w ith ­
out lite racy tests. In  these areas 
the A tto rney  General is also em­
powered to send in  federal regis­
trars, bu t he must f irs t prove the 
existence of d iscrim ination in  a 
federal d is tric t court.

This agreement extends the 
b i l l ’s coverage.to Texas, Tennessee, 
F lorida and Arkansas; which es­
caped the b i l l ’s o rig ina l provisions 
because they did not require  l ite r ­
acy tests, although in  many coun­
ties in  a ll fo u r states registration 
is fa r below the 50 per cent level.

In  spite of widespread public 
sentiment against the Southern 
lite racy tests,-there is no: provision 
in  the b ill w hich strikes down l i t ­
eracy tests in  any area covered. 
On the contrary, the b il l  speci­
fic a lly  ties the federal registrars 
to state laws:

Section 5 (b) of the b ill states: 
“ A ny  person whom the examiner 
finds to have the qualifications 
prescribed by State law  in  accord­
ance w ith  instructions received 
under section 6 (b ) shall p rom pt­
ly  be placed on the lis t of e lig ib le 
voters.”  (Emphasis added)

Section 6 (b) gives the C iv il 
Service Commission and the A t­
torney General the power to pre­
scribe the conditions fo r lis ting  
the voters who have been ex­
amined by the federal registrar, 
bu t i t  does not state w hat these 
qualifications fo r voting shall be:

“ The times, places, and proce­
dures fo r applications and lis ting  
pursuant to th is A c t and removals 
from  e lig ib ility  lists shall be pre­
scribed by regulations prom ulgat­
ed by the C iv il Service Commis­
sion and the Commission shall,

Slate Cleveland Teach-In 
To Protest Vietnam W ar

C LEVELAN D  —  Professors 
from  fou r colleges and universities 
here have announced p la n s 'fo r a 
“ teach-in”  to protest continuation 
o f the w ar in  Vietnam. The 
“ teach-in”  w il l  take place A p r il 
15, the n igh t before scores of 
Cleveland college students leave 
fo r the A p r il 17 March on Wash­
ington to End the W ar in  V ie t­
nam.

Faculty members sponsoring the 
“ teach-in”  include D r. M e lv in  A l-  
lerhand, D r. M. M edrich and Dr. 
N ils J. Carlson of Western Re­
serve U n ivers ity ; D r. B. Plonsey 
o f Case Ins titu te  of Technology; 
D r. Paul O lynyk, chairman of 
Cleveland SANE and professor of 
chem istry at Fenn College; and 
Dr. E. B rachever of Cuyahoga 
C om m unity College.

'The Injustice 
W ill Be Prolonged*

“For us in  Mississippi, the 
injustice w ill be particularly  
prolonged. In  M ay  or June of 
this year m unicipal elections 
w ill be held . . . This w ill 
mean that mayors, local la w -  
enforcement officers, and 
other officials . . . w ill be 
elected fo r four more years 
before Negro registration un­
der this new law  w ill  be large 
enough . . . H ow  effective  
w ill this b ill be . . .  in  Selma 
i f  Negroes en route to the 
courthouse must pass by 
S heriff J im  C lark  and his 
posse?” —  Mrs. V ictoria  J. 
G ray of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
testifying before the House 
Subcommittee on the Judici­
ary No. 5 in  support of the 
Mississippi Freedom Dem o­
cratic P a rty ’s call fo r im m e­
diate elections in the South.

a fte r consultation w ith  the A tto r­
ney General, ins truct examiners 
concerning the qualifications re ­
quired fo r lis ting .”

C learly, the central weakness 
o f the b il l  is tha t i t  doesn’t  strike 
down lite racy tests altogether. 
Twelve other states w hich have 
lite racy tests remain untouched by 
the b ill, and these are not used 
only to keep Negroes from  voting. 
C aliforn ia, fo r example, has a 
lite racy test which discrim inates 
against Mexican-Am ericans who 
are lite ra te  in  Spanish bu t not in 
English.

S im ila rly , of New Y o rk  C ity ’s 
-resident population o f over 750,-
000 Puerto Ricans, an estimated
330,000 are prevented from  vo t­
ing merely, because they can’t 
w rite  English.

O f the b lack people in  the South 
who today are leading the strug­
gle fo r vo ting  rights, many un­
doubtedly are illite ra te . They need 
and deserve the rig h t to vote so 
they can end the system which 
kept them illite ra te  and threatens 
to do the same to many of the ir 
children. A ctiv is ts  in  the Southern 
voter-regi stration campaign are 
r ig h tfu lly  demanding tha t age and 
residence be the sole qualifications 
fo r registering.

Completely ignored by the 
Johnson b il l  is the power granted 
Congress by the second a rtic le  o f 
the 14th Amendment, to reduce 
the Congressional representation 
of rac ia lly  d iscrim inating states in  
proportion to the number of Ne­
groes denied the r ig h t to vote. ( I t  
is under th is provision tha t the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
P arty  is attem pting to unseat M is­
sissippi D ixiecrats.)

An amendment to the voting 
b ill, g iv ing states u n til 1970 to 
comply w ith  the 14th Amendment 
under penalty of loss of Congres­
sional seats, was proposed in the 
House March 18 by Rep. Sidney R. 
Yates (D - I l l . ) .  However, there is 
no indication that Yates’ proposal 
is being taken seriously.

In  arguing fo r the inclusion of 
th is loss-of-seats provision in  the 
V oting  Rights B ill, Yates cited the 
fo llow ing  instructive example of 
how states have been able to put 
o ff compliance w ith  previous vo t- 
in g -r ights b ills  (1957, 1960 and 
1964) through legal maneuvering:

A  su it was filed  in  1962 in  Per­
r y  County, Alabama, to im plem ent 
the 1960 C iv il R ights Act. A  state 
court entered an order denying the 
pattern of d iscrim ination. The 
Justice Departm ent then appealed 
th is decision and the low er court 
was reversed. The case went back 
fo r re tria l.

“ Subsequently,”  Y a t e s  ex­
plained, “ the court entered an 
order tha t a pattern of practice did 
exist and, fin a lly  in  September 
1964, a voting referee was ap­

pointed to take registrations fo r 
the last elections.

“ The voting referee approved 35 
applications fo r the r ig h t to vote 
and rejected 110 applications by 
Negro citizens . . . M any o f the ir 
cases are now on appeal back to 
the d is tr ic t court, to  see whether 
o r no t the voting referee made an 
error.”

A lthough the f irs t avenue o f the 
proposed b il l  —  apply ing to the 
“ hard core”  segregation areas — 
w ould go a long way towards 
preventing such legal delays, the 
second avenue leads stra igh t to 
the Southern d is tr ic t courts w hich 
have obstructed c iv il-r ig h ts  suits 
in  the past.

The Student Nonvio lent Coor­
d ina ting  Committee has pointed to 
a num ber o f other weaknesses in  
the present vo ting -righ ts  b ill, and 
suggests specific amendments to 
deal w ith  them. SNCC emphasizes 
the necessity o f im m ediate ly hold­
ing  new elections in  the areas 
affected by the b ill.

Ralph Featherstone, who rep­
resented SNCC at hearings on the 
b il l  before the House Jud ic ia ry  
Subcommittee No. 5, stated tha t 
a “ degree o f te rro r and in tim id a ­
tion  yet unseen in  the c iv il-r ig h ts  
movement”  would fo llow  passage 
o f the b ill, and i t  was necessary 
to vote out the racist police ap­
paratus as soon as possible.

Featherstone noted tha t Gover­
nor Wallace’s term  expires in  Jan­
uary  1967, Neshoba County She­
r i f f  Rainey’s not u n til January 
1968, and the law-enforcem ent o f­
fic ia ls ’ terms in  Jackson, Miss., as 
la te as Ju ly , 1969.

The actual im plem entation o f 
the b il l  requires clearer defin ition. 
I t  does not make federal action 
mandatory upon receipt of the 
petitions o f complaint, bu t leaves 
i t  to the A tto rney General’s dis­
cretion. Thus there is s til l room 
fo r foot-dragging or inaction i f  i t  
should so suit the Justice D epart­
ment —  an agency w hich has seen 
f i t  to postpone m eaningful action 
on Negro voting rights fo r nearly 
a century.

F ina lly , the b il l  does not re ­
qu ire  tha t petitioners’ names be 
kept secret and " it  in  no way 
guarantees the ir protection, ë ither 
w h ile  voting, or in  the ir jobs. The 
government should provide fed­
eral troops fo r protection of a ll 
Negroes seeking to register and 
vote.

N. Y. Folk Sing to Aid 
Family of Malcolm X

NEW YO RK —  A  top-notch 
group of performers w il l  be fea­
tured at a fo lk  concert here fo r 
the benefit o f the fa m ily  of M a l­
colm X . The program includes: 
Len Chandler who has appeared at 
New Y o rk ’s V illage Gate and Gas­
lig h t Cafe and who participated 
in  the March on Montgomery; 
Ju lius Lester, a recording artist; 
Joe W ilson, a young blues and top­
ical fo lk  singer; Louise Jeffers o f 
the Organization o f A fro -A m eri­
can U n ity ; and the Riverside Trio.

The benefit is sponsored by Stu­
dents Against Social In justice, a 
teen-age group. I t  w il l  be held on 
Saturday afternoon, A p r il 10, 3 
p.m., at C hris t Church, 344 W. 
36th St.

Tickets, at $1, may be obtained 
at the door, or in  advance at the 
Student Peace Union, 5 Beekm an 
St., or the M ilita n t Labor Forum, 
116 U n ivers ity  Place.

1964 Bound Volume

T H E  M l  L I T A N T

$8.50 

116 University Place 
New York, N. Y. 10003

The National Picket Line
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Successful Philadelphia Forum

Speech by James Shabazz
Detroit Pickets Protest 
Killing of Negro Youth

By D errick  Morrison
P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  More than 

150 people jammed in to  a meet­
ing of the M ilita n t Labor Forum  
here A p r il 3 to hear James Sha­
bazz, secretary to the late M a l­
colm  X  and president of the Mus­
lim  Mosque, Inc. A  m ajor section 
o f the audience was from  this 
c ity ’s b lack ghetto.

Speaking on the subject, “ The 
Prospects fo r Freedom in  1965,”  
Shabazz made a slashing in d ic t­
m ent o f the racist power structure 
and an insp iring  appeal fo r m ili ­
tan t struggle against it.

“ We see the methods tha t they 
are w illin g  to use in  the ir un just 
cause of oppression. When we 
become as w illin g  to use the same 
methods to become free in  our 
jus t struggle fo r libe ra tion  as the 
Declaration of Independence en­
titles  us to, then the prospects 
fo r  freedom w il l  be brighter.

“ A nd the reference to the De­
claration of Independence that I  
make,”  he added, “ is tha t when 
such government fa ils  to secure 
these ends i t  is the r ig h t of the 
people to a lter or abolish such 
form s o f government.”

Price For Freedom
The measure of the desire fo r 

freedom, he declared, is the price 
one is ready to pay to achieve it. 
“ Just to be s itting  down like  a 
bump on a log saying ‘I  w ant free­
dom’ means nothing. W hat are you 
w illin g  to pay fo r it? W hat is the 
price others have had to pay to be 
free? Blood! L ife ! B ro ther M a l­
colm  wanted to be free and he 
pa id  the price. That’s the price fo r 
freedom. To be cut down in  the 
prim e of youth, know ing tha t you 
have le ft your o ffsp ring  and tha t 
they w il l  have the f r u it  tha t you 
have planted bu t has not yet come 
to  fru itio n . When we are able to 
measure the price that we are 
w illin g  to pay in  terms of breath 
and heartbeat, then the prospects 
fo r freedom w il l  be much, much 
b righ te r.”

“ We have seen this country take 
the w orld ,”  he continued, “ and 
ru le  i t  by certain means and 
methods. B u t when we w ant to 
become free they dictate to us 
means and methods tha t they have 
never used themselves.”

“ W hy doesn’t  Lyndon Johnson 
go to Saigon,”  he asked, “ and 
stand up in  an o ffice r’s club and 
say: ‘We shall overcome.’ I f  he 
says that th is [non-vio lence] w il l  
guarantee a free election fo r Ne­
groes —  some day —  then w hy in  
he ll isn’t  he w illin g  to le t the 
same th ing  be the case in  V ie t­
nam?

“ W hy wasn’t  the C IA  w illin g  to 
le t it be this way in Cuba? W hy 
does he demand a d iffe ren t meth­
od fo r us than he uses in  the 
rest of the w orld?”

Discussing the effect of the as­
sassination of Malcolm  X  on the 
freedom struggle, he said the im ­
mediate prospects fo r freedom 
were dim m er as a result o f M a l­
colm’s death. But, he f irm ly  added, 
“ I t  was thought that by m urder­
ing h im  —  in  public — i t  would 
so frighten elements in  the libe ra ­
tion struggle tha t a ll of us would

James Shabazz

th row  up our hands and say that 
the oppressor is too much to deal 
w ith .

“ Those of us who had some fear 
concerning death,”  he continued, 
“ had i t  removed by B ro ther M a l­
colm ’s assassination. I t  removed 
from  us any fear we had of dying. 
A nd as fa r as I ’m concerned, i t  
had the very positive effect of 
showing black men how to die!

“ A nd I  say to you here who are 
black,”  he continued, “ not om it­
ting  those sincere whites —  no, 
you cannot be om itted —  but to 
those o f you who are black par­
ticu la rly , because i t  is on your 
shoulders, i t  has been fo r 400 
years, fo r those of you who th ink  
tha t th is struggle is going to be 
won w ithou t other Malcolms, then 
you better pu ll out r ig h t now. 
There’s going to be blood and 
there’s going to be more blood.”

“ B u t i f  you make up your 
m inds,”  he said, “ tha t there is a 
glorious way to die in  defense of 
those human rights tha t you say 
you want, and you understand this 
and you live  your life  in  this 
manner, then the prospects fo r 
freedom are very, ve ry  b righ t.”

Commenting on the relationship 
between whites and blacks in  the 
liberation struggle, Shabazz said: 
“ I t ’s d iff ic u lt in  th is society to 
look at someone who is not your 
color and iden tify  w ith  h im  . . . 
bu t when the inv is ib le  forces tha t 
control th is country are exposed 
I  th in k  that a lo t of w hite  peo­
ple — not as many as black peo­
ple —  but a lo t o f w hite  people 
w il l  say, ‘W ell look, in  order to 
invalidate the b lack liberation 
struggle you’ve got to invalidate 
the whole ten amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States.’ 
. . . This is the other side of being 
a democracy. You can’t  say, ‘I ’m 
on ly fo r inva lida ting  the Constitu­
tion  fo r b lack people.’ When you 
inva lidate  i t  fo r black people you 
inva lidate  i t  fo r those w h ite  peo­
ple you don’t  like, too.

“ That goes p a rticu la rly  fo r 
w hite  radicals,”  he said. “ When 
they pu t us in concentration 
camps, they’re not going fo r any 
separate bu t equal when they put

you in  camps too . . .  So i t  is 
very good fo r me to hear that 
some w h ite  people are getting an 
understanding of w hat is going 
on. This makes the prospects fo r 
freedom brigh te r.”

Expressing his belie f tha t i t  is 
utopian fo r blacks to look to the 
w h ite  w ork ing  class as an a lly , he 
added: “ B u t the bridge is narrow ­
ing between blacks and those 
w h ite  people who have decided 
tha t they’re not going to stand 
back and look at w hat’s going on 
as i f  they’re not involved, bu t 
they’re going to say: ‘This is a 
th rea t to  me also.’ When th is is 
done, when this selfish, ra ther 
than paternal view, is taken —  the 
v iew  tha t ‘I ’m  in  th is because I  
th in k  i t ’s a threat to me as w e ll 
as to black people,’ th is is the 
healthiest k in d  o f re lation tha t 
can exist between the w h ite  peo­
ple and black people in  th is coun­
try  today.”

Assailing the power structure, 
which he charged carries on its 
oppressive policies in te rnationa lly , 
he declared: “ There is an in v is i­
ble government tha t is in terna­
tiona l in  scope, w hich is comprised 
o f a m ino rity  of people who con­
tro l a m a jo rity  of the wealth of 
the w orld , and w hich w il l  stop at 
nothing to keep the m a jo rity  of 
the people oppressed and en­
slaved.”

In  addition to th is “ inv is ib le  
government,”  he said, there are 
visib le governments tha t parade 
as the very opposite of w hat they 
are. The U.S., he said, is a prim e 
example of this.

W hat country, he asked, ou t­
side of th is one w ould dare send 
troops into another country in  the 
guise of ensuring i t  free elections? 
W hat other country would have 
the unm itigated audacity to do this 
bu t the pow erfu l and corrup t U.S.

“ We are dealing w ith  a vicious 
racist government,”  he declared, 
“ that w il l  stop a t nothing to keep 
the black man enslaved. Why? Be­
cause capitalism  and slavery are 
synonymous!”

The meeting contributed $101 
to the defense of Reuben Francis, 
a close associate of M alcolm  X, 
who New Y ork Police charge shot 
and wounded one of the men ac­
cused o f m urdering Malcolm . 
Francis is charged w ith  felonious 
assault and illega l possession of 
a weapon.

The medical exam iner’s office 
in  Boston has stated tha t Leon 
Ameer, form er B lack Muslim , died 
from  an accidental overdose of a 
sleeping compound. Ameer died 
in  his hotel room on March 13 
in  Boston.

Police cla im  tha t there was no 
evidence of anyone else having 
been in  his hotel room jus t before 
he died, and no evidence of v io ­
lence. Police theorize tha t Ameer, 
who is said to have suffered from  
epilepsy, used the drug to relieve 
anxiety and tension.

A lthough he had le ft the B lack 
M uslim  movement, Ameer was 
never a member o f the Organiza­
tion  of A fro-Am erican U n ity , ac­
cording to Malcolm  X ’s sister, who 
has become the head of the OAAU. 
A fte r Ameer le ft  the B lack Mus­
lims, he was severely beaten. He 
charged he had been beaten by 
members of the B lack Muslims.

S hortly  before his death Ameer 
expressed fears tha t he w ould be 
assassinated, and said tha t some­
one was try in g  to poison him . The 
medical exam iner has discounted 
the possib ility  of poisoning, and 
bases his conclusion about the 
sleeping compound being the cause 
of death upon chemical analysis. 
The examiner, D r. R ichard Ford, 
claims the compound could cause 
death i f  taken in excessive 
amounts.

Ameeer’s w ife  reportedly is un­
satisfied w ith  the ru lin g  of the 
medical examiner, and feels tha t 
too many questions rem ain un­
answered regarding her husband’s 
death.

DETROIT —  “ Azzam M ust Go”  
is the cry of a black neighborhood, 
fo llow ing  the k ill in g  of John 
C hristian, a 20-year-old Negro, by 
Jacob Azzam, a w h ite  storeowner.

Jacob Azzam is a member of a 
fa m ily  w hich operates a grocery 
store and a liq u o r store at the 
corners o f 14th and McGraw.

On M arch 1, according to five  
witnesses, the Azzam s were phy­
sica lly harassing and threatening 
to th row  through the store w in ­
dow a youngster they accused of 
stealing a 12tf cake. C hristian in ­
tervened and offered to pay fo r 
the allegedly stolen cake. Two 
male members of the Azzam fam ­
i ly  grabbed h im  and a scuffle en­
sued. Another Negro who entered 
the store pulled a kn ife  and o f­
fered to go to C hristian ’s aid. 
When C hristian attempted to leave 
the store w ith  the boy, he was 
shot by Jacob Azzam.

Story Distorted
The da ily  press flag ran tly  dis­

torted the whole story and report­
ed tha t the Azzam fa m ily  was de­
fending itse lf against a kn ife  a t­
tack by the slain man. Upon this 
reasoning, Wayne County’s no to ri­
ous racist prosecutor, Samuel O l­
sen, declared the k i ll in g  o f C hris­
tian was “ jus tifiab le  homicide.”

The day a fte r the shooting some 
30 to 40 pickets appeared outside 
both stores, demanding the Az­
zams leave the com m unity. Since 
then local people have picketed 
every day. According to Comer 
McNeil, organizer o f the group, 
picket lines are being maintained 
in fro n t of the stores from  1 0  a.m. 
to 2  a.m. “ We get up w ith  them 
every m orning and go to bed w ith  
them every n ight, fo r seven days a 
week.”  The boycott is 90 per cent 
effective, M cN eil says, a ttr ib u tin g  
th is to the hum ilia tion  and in ­
sults long suffered by b lack cus­
tomers o f the stores. The shooting, 
he says, was the straw  tha t broke 
the camel’s back.

M any of the picket signs charge 
tha t th is is the th ird  shooting in 
w hich members of the fa m ily  have

NEW YO R K —  Two hundred 
students —  almost h a lf those in 
the auditorium  —  walked out in  
the m iddle of a March 29 speech 
by B rooklyn  College President 
H arry  D. Gideonse on “ Berkeley
— Its  Educational and Mttral 
Meaning.”  The students arose 
a fte r the ir spokesman had in ­
terrupted Gideonse to in fo rm  him : 
“ We are leaving as a fo rm al pro­
test against the philosophy and 
methods of th is adm inistration.”

Outside, the protesters held a 
meeting and condemned the dis­
missal of facu lty  member Robert 
M . S itton who last week rescinded 
his “ loya lty ”  oath. This oath is re­
quired o f a ll teachers in  public 
schools and colleges in New 
York.

Dr. S itton is quoted in  the 
Queens College Phoenix as saying 
tha t in  N orth  Carolina where he 
had taught last year he had advo­
cated illegal: c iv il -r ights dem­
onstrations. Had there been a 
“ lo ya lty ”  oath there, he m ight 
have broken a provision of it .  “ I 
w ould reserve the r ig h t to do so 
under the Free Speech (F irs t) 
Amendment. I  am s im ply express­
ing m y constitutional opinion and 
r ig h t and, as a result, I  have been 
fired  from  m y employment.”

A t another student protest meet­
ing, S itton announced tha t W il­
liam  M. Kunstler, the noted c iv ile  
liberties law yer, had agreed to> 
take his case testing the consti­
tu tio n a lity  of New Y o rk ’s “ loyal-- 
ty ”  oath.

S itton also critic ized the “ pub- 
lish-o r-perish ”  system imposed on'.

been involved. Pickets say tha t 
one member of the fa m ily  was on 
the D etro it police force and shot 
a Negro, c ripp ling  h im  fo r life . 
Upon investigation, the c ity  found 
no jus tifica tion  fo r  the shooting 
and awarded the V ictim  $23,000 
compensation. The second shoot­
ing, they say, was when the fa the r 
fired  at a Negro outside the store 
bu t missed.

Those now patronizing the 
stores are mostly policemen, a fe w  
whites from  suburbia, and some 
Uncle Toms.

A  demonstration at police head­
quarters on A p r il 3 by the A d u lt 
C om m unity Movement fo r Equa li­
ty  and M cN eil’s group called fo r  
a re-investigation o f the k ill in g  
o f Christian.

On A p r il 5 Prosecutor Olsen re­
plied by hauling five  people in to  
court on conspiracy charges in  
connection w ith  the picketing. Po­
lice were seeking 33 others, 19 o f 
them on John Doe and M ary Roe 
warrants. The basis fo r these a r­
rests is Olsen’s contention tha t 
the p icketing is not to redress any 
grievances but to pu t the Azzams 
out of business.

Plead Innocent
Among those arrested was p ic­

ket captain Comer J. M cN eil and 
his w ife . A l l  pleaded innocent. A  
hearing was set fo r A p r i l  15. The 
crim ina l conspiracy c h a r g e s  
brought by Olsen carry  a m ax­
im um  penalty o f five  years im ­
prisonment and a $2,500 fine  each.

Nevertheless, p icketing of th e  
Azzam stores is continuing.

This m obilization of b lack peo­
ple over the k i ll in g  of a neighbor 
reflects the grow ing consciousness 
of Negroes in  ghettos throughout 
the country tha t they must take 
contro l o f the ir own- communities 
i f  they are to survive in  a racist 
society, i f  they are to prevent 
more k illings  by racist cops and 
w h ite  storekeepers. The conviction 
is grow ing that, to effect any rea l 
changes, blacks must contro l the 
politics and economy of the ir own 
communities.

facu lty  members by un ive rs ity  ad­
m in istrations to the de trim ent of 
teaching a b ility  and in terest in  the 
students. He advocated tha t stu­
dents have a voice in  the h ir in g  
and fir in g  of instructors.

He fu rth e r charged tha t in  pres­
ent college setups there were too 
many deans, that they d idn ’t  have 
enough to do and so meddled in  
other people’s business. “ The fac­
u lty  tends to get lost in  a morass 
o f deans,”  he said. “ The facu lty  
should be supreme in  any educa­
tiona l institu tion . The adm inistra­
tion should do the paper w o rk  and 
keep the build ings warm . The tim e 
has come fo r facu lty  members to 
stand up and be counted.”

The Student Protest Movement 
at B rooklyn College is holding 
meetings almost every day to p ro ­
test the adm in istra tion ’s policies. 
In  addition to petitions and v ig ils  
fo r Dr. S itton ’s reinstatement, stu­
dents and facu lty  members have 
submitted a lis t o f grievances to 
President Gideonse. These include 
demands fo r freedom of speech, a 
representative government system 
w ith  a voice in  fo rm ing  college 
policies, freedom o f students to 
dress “ w ith in  the lim its  imposed 
on other citizens,”  and prom otion 
of the free expression o f ideas bn 
the campus.

Dr. S itton w il l  speak Friday, 
A p r il 9 at 8:30 p.m., at the M i l i ­
tan t Labor Forum  on “ Free 
Speech on the 'Campus,”  sharing 
the p la tfo rm  w ith  Professor 
Staughton L yn d of Yale arid James 
Bingham, defendant in  the In ­
diana “ subversion”  case.

N o w  i n  p a m p h l e t  f o r m

Malcolm X: The Man 
And His Ideas

By George Breitman

24 pages 25 cents
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HUAC and the Klan
P res iden t Johnson’s proposa l fo r  a C ongressional in ve s tig a tio n  

o f th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  fo llo w in g  th e  m u rd e r o f c iv i l- r ig h ts  w o rk e r 
V io la  L iu zzo  is a d e lib e ra te  m ove to  p laca te  p u b lic  op in io n  w it h ­
o u t ta k in g  any e ffe c tive  action  to  s tr ik e  a t th e  ro o t o f such 
a troc ious k i ll in g s . The p ro p o s itio n  is a l l  the  m ore  odious in  th a t 
th e  p ro jec ted  probe w i l l  be tu rn e d  ove r to  the  n o to r io u s ly  rac is t 
House U n -A m e ric a n  A c tiv it ie s  C om m ittee .

T he  tim e  fo r  “ in ve s tig a tio n s ”  is  long  past. E ffe c tiv e  federa l 
ac tion  is needed. S ince A p r i l  1963 the re  have been 13 pub lic ized  
m u rd e rs  o f people a c tive  in  the  S ou the rn  c iv il- r ig h ts  s trugg le  —  
k i l l in g s  p e rpe tra ted  b y  “ law less”  K la n  gangs and by  “ la w -e n -  
fo rce m e n t”  o ffice rs  a like . Indeed, in  some cases i t  has been hard  
to  separate  the  tw o .

These m u rd e rs  occurred  —  and m ore  o f them  w i l l  su re ly  
occur —  because the  fede ra l gove rnm en t has s tu b b o rn ly  refused 
to  c a rry  o u t its  sw orn  d u ty  to  u p h o ld  the  la w  o f th e  land . A nd , 
as is so o b v io us ly  necessary in  th e  South, to  do i t  b y  fo rce  o f 
arm s.

M rs . L iuzzo  m ig h t w e ll be a liv e  today i f  L yn d o n  Johnson 
had n o t been so in d e ce n tly  anx ious to  w ith d ra w  the  troops w h ich  
he so re lu c ta n t ly  m o b ilize d  to  p ro te c t the  A labam a m archers. The 
c iv i l - r ig h ts  assemblage a t the  S tate  C a p ito l in  M on tg o m e ry  had 
n o t even been fu l ly  dispersed be fo re  the  troops w ere  p u lle d  out.

F u rth e rm o re , a p robe  o f the  K la n  b y  H U A C  w i l l  do l i t t le ,  
fo r  exam ple , to  in h ib i t  the  m a yo r o f Camden, A labam a, fro m  
h u r l in g  sm oke bom bs a t ch ild re n . B u t i t  w i l l  p ro v id e  the  N eg ro - 
h a tin g  b igo ts w ho  ru n  th is  d isc red ited  com m ittee , the  open ing  and 
p re te x t fo r  a sm ear a tta ck  on the  c iv i l - r ig h ts  m ovem ent.

F o r a n u m b e r o f years now  H U A C  has been lo o k in g  fo r  an 
open ing  to  d ire c t its  w itc h -h u n t in g  a c t iv ity  tow a rds  m i l i ta n t  c iv i l -  
r ig h ts leaders in  the  South. Johnson’s scheme g ives them  th e  p e r­
fe c t opening.

W ith  a n e w -fo u n d  “ im p a r t ia l ity , ”  th is  com m ittee , w h ich  has 
a lw ays  d ire c te d  its  f i r e  so le ly  aga inst those concerned w ith  social 
progress, w i l l  now  p ro c la im  th e  need to  p robe a l l  “ e x tre m is ts ”  in  
th e  S outh. T h e ir  w h o le  re a c tio n a ry  reco rd  m akes c lea r w ho  the  
v ic tim s  w i l l  be —  the  m ilita n ts  o f the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent. 
A nd , i f  th in g s  go w e ll  fo r  them , perhaps a fe w  o f th e  “ m oderates.”

A n d  a t th e  same tim e  —  and Johnson is su re ly  aw are  o f th is  —  
a w e ll-p u b lic iz e d  p robe  o f the  K la n  w i l l  h e lp  ta ke  some o f the  
curse o f f  the  com m ittee  as an agency o f the  u lt r a - r ig h t  in  th is  
co u n try .

I t  shou ld  be s u ff ic ie n t to  re ca ll th a t H U A C  was o r ig in a lly  
estab lished in  the  m id - th ir t ie s  fo r  th e  p u rp o rte d  purpose o f in ­
ve s tig a tin g  N azi a c tiv it ie s  in  th e  U.S. T h a t in ve s tig a tio n  fo r  some 
u n e xp la in e d  reason neve r go t v e ry  fa r . B u t th e  com m ittee  was 
v e ry  soon c a rry in g  on its  sm ear cam paign aga inst eve ry  lib e ra l, 
la b o r and ra d ic a l fo rce  in  th e  co u n try .

S ou the rn  D ix ie c ra ts  see a s im ila r  open ing  in  Johnson’s 
c y n ic a l proposal. T h e y  have w e lcom ed the  p ro jec ted  probe o f the 
K la n  and coupled th e ir  w e lcom e o f i t  w ith  a v igo rous re d -b a it in g  
iattack on th e  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent, p a r t ic u la r ly  aga inst the  
S tu d e n t N o n v io le n t C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee .

In  an A p r i l  1 speech in  the  House o f R epresentatives, John 
H . Buchanan, A labam a  R epub lican  and m em ber o f H U A C , w e l-  
comeid th e  Johnson proposa l and added th is  q u a lif ic a tio n  to  h is 
suppo rt:

“ The  danger and the  d i f f ic u l ty  lies n o t o n ly  in  the  a c tiv itie s  
o f th a t v ic io u s  c r im in a l m in o r ity  Tthe K K K ]  . . . b u t goes be­
y o n d  . . . and stems fro m  the  greatest th re a t th is  co u n try  faces 
n ow  o r  has ever faced; nam e ly  the  th re a t o f w o r ld  com m un ism .”  
T he  n e x t p o in t in  h is  speech was a v i le  a tta ck  on James Form an, 
e xecu tive  secre ta ry  o f SNCC.

I t ' w i l l  be a s o rry  day i f  the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  m ovem ent is gu lled  
b y  Johnson in to  accep ting  an “ in v e s tig a tio n ”  o f th e  K la n  b y  such 
b igo ts  as a su b s titu te  fo r  fe d e ra l p ro te c tio n  o f the  N egro  people 
o f th e  S outh. The dem and fo r  troops to the  S outh shou ld  be 
in te n s ifie d .

...Alabama Racist Violence

Vietnam W ar Protested

Rally Packs Carnegie Hall

(Continued from  Page 1 ) 
seem ready, w illin g  and able to 
make the sacrifice to get some 
k in d  of pressure on the state’s 
racist power structure.

The hypocrisy of those who at­
tack the boycott proposal, because 
i t  w ould  h u rt the “ innocent”  as 
w e ll as the gu ilty , is revealed by 
the contrary stand of these very 
people on the boycotts imposed 
by the U.S. government on trade 
w ith  Cuba and China. Where the 
U.S. government wants to put 
pressure — . in  th is case on revo lu­

tions against its dom ination —  it  
finds boycotts which “ h u rt the 
innocent as w e ll as the g u ilty ,”  
perfectly justified .

The c iv il-righ ts movement 
should back up K in g ’s proposal 
fo r a boycott and fo r cessation of 
federal aid to Alabama u n til all 
Constitutional rights fo r Negroes 
are secured there. The labor 
movement, too, should support th is 
proposal. The unions have long 
given l ip  service to Negro demands 
fo r c iv il rights, and now they have 
an opportun ity to give m eaningful 
support.

By Ruth Porter
NEW YO RK —  Over 2,500 peo­

ple, responding to a call o f the 
U n ive rs ity  Committee to Protest 
the W ar in  Vietnam, attended an 
Emergency Meeting at Carnegie 
H a ll A p r il 1.

“ This country is waging a w ar 
so ev il and so dangerous tha t the 
im agination can hard ly  compre­
hend i t , ”  declared the chairman, 
Staughton Lynd, assistant profes­
sor of h istory at Yale and Freedom 
School co-ordinator during  last 
summer’s Mississippi Project.

“ We w il l  not s it by in  silence; 
we intend to act. Hundreds of 
U.S. professors have placed pro­
test ads in  m ajor newspapers. 
Thousands of students w il l  march 
on Washington A p r il 17 —  and 
adults are not excluded. Two thou­
sand Americans have signed a 
declaration of conscience pledging 
c iv il disobedience,”  Lynd said.

He thereupon introduced Sen­
ator Ernest Gruening (D -A laska), 
the only member of the Senate 
besides Wayne Morse who voted 
against g iv ing  President Johnson 
a b lank check fo r w ar in  Vietnam.

“ I t  is hard to believe that the 
U.S. has allowed itse lf to be drawn 
in to  th is unspeakable mess in 
Southeast Asia,”  said Gruening. 
“ I t  is im portant tha t everybody 
be inform ed as to jus t how we 
happened to get in there because 
Americans th in k  we are in a ‘no­
ble’ w ar.”

He then traced the h is to ry of 
the w a r in  Vietnam, po in ting out 
that the U.S. was the f irs t to 
vio late the Geneva Accords of 
1954 by persuading the puppet 
regime in  the South to ignore 
the trea ty  provision fo r elections 
a fte r tw o years and by sending 
in  U.S. armed forces. Then Presi­
dent Kennedy escalated the situa­
tion by sending in  “ advisers”  who 
w.ere in  re a lity  combat troops. This 
not only v io lated the Geneva 
agreements, Gruening said, but 
the United Nations charter. “ We 
have also violated the treaty bar­
r in g  poison gas,”  he declared.

“ The government of South V ie t­
nam is a non-existent government 
fo r  a ll intents and purposes, and

The Indiana Supreme C ourt has 
denied a defense appeal fo r a 
rehearing of the case of the three 
Indiana U n ive rs ity  students in ­
dicted under the state’s “ A n ti-  
Communism”  Act. In  effect, the 
State Supreme Court upheld its 
Jan. 25 ru ling  against the students, 
who were officers of the Indiana 
U n ivers ity  Chapter of the Young 
Socialist A lliance in Bloomington, 
Ind.

Defense attorneys Leonard Bou­
din and Daniel Tay lo r are now 
appealing tha t ru lin g  to a panel 
o f three federal judges.

The basis of the present in d ic t­
ment is a meeting of the three de­
fendants —  Tom Morgan, Ralph 
L ev itt, and J im  Bingham —  w ith  
friends and tw o local attorneys 
on May 2, 1963. The meeting’s pu r­
pose was to plan a defense against 
an ind ictm ent handed down the 
day before, M ay 1. This f irs t in ­
d ictm ent was based upon a public 
meeting the defendants attended 
on March 25, 1963. Local Prose­
cutor Thomas Hoadley has since 
dropped this f irs t indictm ent.

Prosecutor Hoadley charges tha t 
the defendants “ assembled”  on 
M ay 2 to advocate the “ v io lent 
overth row ”  of the State of Indiana 
and of the U nited States. A ctua l­
ly, the meeting was in  a priva te  
home, where the defendants dis­
cussed legal defense, the re ta in ­
ing of lawyers, and the problems 
of ra ising money to meet legal 
expenses.

Support continues to grow fo r 
the defendants. Over 800 profes­
sors and other figures have be-

we have takerf over the w ar,”  he 
said. Despite Johnson’s statement 
tha t “ we seek no w ide r w ar,”  the 
w ar has been escalated.

“ W hat can we do now?”  the 
Senator from  Alaska asked. “ The 
terms we have offered —  that 
N orth V ietnam cease its aggres­
sion —  are rid icu lous because we 
are the aggressors. This is a c iv il 
war, based on the determ ination 
of the people to run  the ir own 
show. They drove out the French 
and they don’t  w ant anyone else 
there. Our po licy has failed. Sug­
gestions fo r negotiations —  by de 
Gaulle, U Thant, the Pope —  have 
fa llen on deaf ears in  Washing­
ton.”

Gruening then proposed tha t fo r 
a four-week period there should 
be 1) cessation of U.S. raids on 
N orth  V ietnam ; 2) a cease-fire in 
South V ietnam ; and 3) negotia­
tions.

“ U ltim a te ly  the question is go­
ing to be settled by Asians, by 
the people themselves . . . The 
w h ite  man cannot settle the prob­
lems there . . . The Asian people 
can w ork  out a much better solu­
tion than we, and certa in ly  better 
than we can w ork  out by force,”  
he said. “ I f  I had m y way, I  would 
p u ll the m ilita ry  out regardless of 
anyth ing else.”

A t th is point, P rof. Lynd  an­
nounced various protest activities 
in  w h ich  the audience was invited 
to participate. Most notable of 
these was the A p r il 17 March on 
Washington, called by the Stu­
dents fo r a Democratic Society 
and now supported by almost 
every peace group in  the country. 
Lynd  introduced Charles Capper 
of SDS who said one of the 
M arch’s objectives was to bring 
together a ll those opposed to the 
w ar in  Vietnam. “ Buses are com­
ing up from  Selma, Montgomery, 
from  Georgia, w ith  people who 
know w hat oppression is, people 
who know that an oppressive' w ar 
is not in  the ir interests,”  he said. 
I t  was also announced tha t Robert 
Moses, d irector of the Mississippi 
Summer Project, w ould be one of 
the speakers at the A p r il 17 
March.

come sponsors of the Committee 
to A id  the Bloom ington Students. 
Ralph L e v itt is presently on a na­
tional speaking tou r exp la in ing 
the facts and issues o f the case to 
campus audiences. A t C aliforn ia 
State College in Fu lle rton , Calif., 
he spoke before 140 students on 
March 30. A  few days before, an 
enthusiastic audience of 60 at A r i­
zona State U n ivers ity  in  Tem pe, 
A riz., in te rrup ted  h im  three times 
w ith  applause. The Arizona meet­
ing was organized by the Young 
Democrats.

J im  Bingham, who is also on 
tour, spoke A p r il 1 at Western 
Reserve U n ivers ity  in  Cleveland 
under the sponsorship of the WRU 
chapter of Students fo r a Demo­
cratic Society and the Student 
Christian Union. That n ight, he 
spoke at nearby K en t State U n i­
versity.

The Committee to A id  the 
B loom ington Students is w orking 
to publicize the case and raise 
funds fo r the legal expenses. To 
meet the immediate appeals cost 
facing the defense, $9,000 must be 
raised. Send contributions to: 
Committee to A id  the Bloom ing­
ton Students, P.O. Box 213, Coop­
er Station, New Y ork 3, N. Y.

NEW YO RK —  More than 300 
people attended the benefit fo lk  
concert held by the New Y ork 
CABS chapter A p r il 3. The Danny 
K a lb  Quartet, Judy Roderick and 
John Hammond were jo ined by 
surprise guest P h il Ochs. The eve­
ning was a notable musical and 
financ ia l success.

The chairman next introduced 
Robert Browne, professor of eco­
nomics at Fa irle igh Dickinson 
U niversity, who spoke from  f irs t­
hand knowledge of Vietnam, hav­
ing spent s ix years in  Southeast 
Asia w ork ing  fo r the Agency fo r 
In ternationa l Development (A ID ).

Browne proposed immediate 
w ithd raw a l of U.S. forces. “ The 
solution w il l  have to be a V ie t­
namese solution,”  he declared. 
“ The great powers cannot impose 
a solution on V ietnam tha t w il l  
be a lasting one . . . A ny govern­
ment in  South V ietnam  that is 
going to be a tru ly  representative 
one is going to be a communist 
government . . . We should w ith ­
draw  im m ediate ly and be pre­
pared to give aid to any govern­
ment which may be form ed.”

In  conclusion, Browne warned: 
“ V ietnam is now being used as 
a preparatory ground — in  prep­
aration fo r the w ar against China. 
This is the only explanation fo r 
the otherwise inexplicable policy 
that we are fo llow ing  in  V ietnam .”

The fin a l speaker was veteran 
Washington correspondent I. F. 
Stone who fo r the past 13 years 
has published the h igh ly  in form a­
tive  I. F. Stone’s Weekly.

Against CP Wishes
Stone asserted tha t the uprising 

in South V ietnam had broken out 
against the wishes of the Com­
m unist Party, w hich was then 
pursuing a policy of peaceful co­
existence, and against the wishes 
of the government o f Ho Chi M inh 
in  N orth Vietnam. The rebellion 
broke out because the government 
o f Ngo D inh Diem tried  to give 
the land back to the landlords and 
because i t  was executing veterans 
o f the V ie tm inh who had been 
m ilita n t in  the struggle against the 
French.

The State Departm ent charge 
tha t N orth  V ietnam had stirred 
up the gue rrilla  w ar in the South 
was a m yth, Stone declared. “ You 
can’t  s tir  up a gue rrilla  w ar among 
contented people . . . People don’t  
become guerrillas because they 
read a pamphlet by K a rl M arx. 
They do i t  because they are so 
outraged by w hat is being done 
to them that they w ould ra ther 
die than take it.  That is w hy a 
small gue rrilla  arm y can defeat 
the greatest m ilita ry  power in  the 
w o rld  today . . . People don’t  re­
vo lt i f  they get satisfaction for 
th e ir aspirations . . . To operate 
abroad by th ink ing  tha t revolu­
tions are made by strings from  
Moscow or Peking is completely 
rid icu lous.”

Stone then asked: “ Who are we 
going to bomb or blame when 
the peasants of B raz il revo lt?”

“ The most im portan t th ing  about 
th is w ar is the way i t  has blotted 
the moral sensibilities of the 
American people,”  Stone con­
tinued. “ We ta lk  about V ietnam 
or China as i f  they were inhabited 
by some lower order of humans. 
When we burn up the ir villages, 
we take i t  fo r granted . . . How 
long are we going to le t our gov­
ernment impose death, fire  and 
m isery on people on the other side 
of the world? . . . The Vietnam 
w ar is not a w ar about democracy 
but d ictatorship . . . This w ar is 
corrupting democracy at home . . .  
A  ha lf dozen men are m aking the 
decisions in  Washington on the 
basis of very inadequate in form a­
tion .”

Stone’s concluding statement: 
“ The fig h t against the w ar is the 
fig h t to re-institute democracy at 
home . . . th is w ar is dishonoring 
our best trad itions and endanger­
ing our fu tu re ,”  drew  heavy ap­
plause.

Prof. Lynd announced tha t the 
collection taken in  the auditorium  
amounted to $2,500. The meeting 
ended w ith  the sending of a tele­
gram to President Johnson, w hich 
said: “ Twenty-five  hundred peo­
ple in  Carnegie H a ll ton igh t ask 
you to support Senator Gruening’s 
proposal fo r a one-month cease­
fire  in  V ietnam .”

Indiana High Court Refuses 
To Rehear 'Sedition' Case
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T H E  PR O B LEM . Scene at D etro it unemployment-compensation  
office points up need for shorter w ork week. In  addition to pe­
riodic layoffs, workers in M otor C ity are victims of steadily 
shrinking job m arket brought about by continuing increase in  
labor productivity.

[There are indications that as 
automation continues to make un­
employment a permanent accom­
paniment of “ affluence,”  union 
m ilitan ts  are again looking to re­
duction of the w ork week w ith  
no reduction in  pay as the solu­
tion. The slogan of the 30-hour 
week w ith  no reduction in  pay 
was raised by some of the local 
unionists who supported the I. W. 
Abel slate in  the recent United 
Steelworkers election.

Below we rep rin t an artic le 
from  the Feb. 4 Lora in  Labor 
Leader, the o ffic ia l weekly paper 
of Steelworkers Local 1104 in 
Lora in , Ohio. The artic le  appeared 
on the paper’s fron t page and was 
entitled, “ The 30-Hour Week; W hy 
I t ’s Practical.”  I t  was w ritte n  by 
C arl Roberts, president of Local 
1104 and a supporter of the Abel 
slate.

That Local 1104 is campaigning 
on the issue w ould appear from 
its front-page story o f Feb. 25 
w hich features an account o f the 
v is it to  the d is tr ic t of W alter J. 
Burke, candidate fo r USA secre- 
tary-treasurer on the Abel slate. 
The artic le  headlined B urke ’s sup­
port of a shorter w ork week and 
said: “ He [B u rke ] said tha t i t  
now appeared tha t the most logical 
solution fo r  the rapid e lim ination 
of jobs in  the steel industry  
through automation was adoption 
of the shorter w o rk  week. He in ­
dicated he was becoming a lit t le  
disgusted w ith  some of labor’s so- 
called friends in Washington — 
even President Johnson —  who 
are beginning to 'edge’ on the ir 
fo rm er pledge of support fo r a 
shorter w o rk  week.”

Included among the un ion ’s de­
mands presented to big steel in  
the curren t negotiations is one fo r 
a 32-hour w o rk  week. There is no 
indication, however, tha t the un­
ion leadership is pressing th is de­
mand.]

One th ing  you can be sure of: 
our giant corporations w il l  fie rce ly 
resist every attem pt to shorten 
the w ork  week. The argument they 
w il l  use over and over again is 
tha t “ i t ’s neither economically

(Continued from Page 1)
“ there is an atmosphere o f ten­
sion and alertness,”  reports John 
Hughes in  the A p r il 6 C hristian  
Science M onitor. Two battalions of 
libera tion  fighters were flushed 
near the base, he says, where they 
had “ no good reason to be.”

“ The American command here 
believes i t  stumbled on new re­
inforcements m aking th e ir way to 
neighboring B inh  D inh province,”  
where they are m aking “ an ap­
parent b id to slash South V ietnam  
in  tw o here in  the central h igh­
lands.”

O ther reports have indicated 
tha t the guerrillas are regrouping 
and concentrating forces in the 
central highlands region, possibly 
fo r a m ajor offensive, and tha t 
they may b ring  in  a rtille ry . A r t i l ­
le ry  was the decisive weapon in 
the 1954 V ie tm inh v ic to ry  over the 
French at Dienbienphu.

Not on Defensive
“ A ll  this hard ly  conveys a p ic­

ture  of V ie t Cong forces on the 
defensive or in  retreat,”  comments 
Hughes.

“ The o ffic ia l theory of the w ar 
. . . has proved to be unworkable,”  
declared W alter L ippm ann in his 
M arch 30 column, a strongly- 
worded attack on Johnson’s b r in k ­
manship. L ippm ann asserted that 
“ fo r a ll practical purposes the 
Saigon government has lost con­
tro l of the countryside, and its 
fo llowers are increasingly holed- 
up in  the cities.”

“ This condition of a ffa irs ,”  he 
says, “ has been w e ll reported by 
Richard Dudman in a series of 
reports in  the St. Louis Post-D is­
patch, and his find ings are con­
firm ed in a ll essentials, though not 
yet pub lic ly , in  the w e ll-in fo rm ed

sound nor practica l.”  They’l l  im ­
p ly  tha t those who advocate the 
six-hour day 30-hour week are 
e ither dreamy do-gooders who lack 
the know-how and hard sense 
needed in  the business w orld , or 
wild-eyed radicals who w ant to 
cause economic chaos to attain 
the ir own sinister ends.

Am erican businessmen began 
using this type of argument back 
in the early 1800s when, to the ir 
amazement, w ork ing  people ob­
jected to to iling  from  sunup to 
sundown and they’ve been using 
i t  ever since.

A ndrew  Carnegie, one of our 
early steel magnates, gave his fe l­
low  industria lis ts his form ula fo r 
business success and national 
prosperity, boasting: “ Every ton 
o f p ig iron made in the w orld  by 
1886, except in tw o establish­
ments, was made by men w orking 
in  double shifts of 12 hours each, 
having neither Sunday, nor ho li­
day the year round.”  The 12-hour 
sh ift continued in most steel m ills  
u n til 1923.

In  1916, when workers in  the 
Westinghouse p lant in  P ittsburgh 
tried to reduce th e ir w o rk  week 
to an eight-hour day 48-hour week, 
management declared in a news­
paper ad “ It , the eight-hour day, 
is not practical or economical, nor 
fo r the best interests of the em­
ployee or the employer, cannot be 
pu t in to  successful operation, w il l  
d rive industries out of P ittsburgh, 
destroy competition.”

Who’s Practical?
W ith  the benefit o f hindsight, 

we can now judge who were the 
practica l men: the advocates of 
the short w o rk  week or the hard- 
headed businessmen. You don’t 
have to be an economist to realize 
tha t the U.S. is producing a lo t 
more goods today than when the 
people were w ork ing  a 12-hour 
day, six-day week; tha t we’re pro­
ducing goods cheaper; tha t our 
wages and standard of liv in g  are 
higher and tha t businessmen are 
m aking more profits.

Our troub le  is tha t we haven’t 
reduced w ork ing  hours enough. In  
the tw o decades tha t the 40-hour

quarters in  Washington.”  Some­
th ing  else “ not yet pub lic ly  con­
firm ed”  bu t known to a ll the w e ll- 
inform ed, Lippm ann reveals, is 
“ contingency plans”  to send 350,-
000 Am erican in fan trym en to take 
over the figh ting , because “ Saigon 
has lost the source of m ilita ry  
manpower”  and this “ deprives i t  
o f the means o f w inn ing  the w ar.”

That the Johnson adm inistration 
is seriously considering sending
350,000 GI s is confirm ed by other 
sources, fo r example, John W. 
Finney (New Y ork Times, A p r il 
3) and M arquis Childs ( New York  
Post, A p r il 6).

The adm inistration is also 
weighing the possib ility  of w ar 
w ith  China, as indicated by M c- 
George Bundy’s bellicose remarks 
A p r il 4 on “ Meet the Press.”  He 
warned tha t in  another w ar like  
Korea, China w ould not be spared 
from  U.S. a ir attacks.

Having achieved noth ing bu t to 
h o rr ify  the w orld  and reveal the 
true nature of U.S. im perialism  by 
the bombings of N orth  Vietnam, 
Johnson and his Dr. Strangeloves 
can th in k  only of fu rth e r escala­
tion. B u t these are acts of de­
speration tha t cannot stop the 
Vietnamese people’s revo lu tionary 
war. N early ha lf a m illio n  French 
troops failed to “ pacify”  Indo­
china. A  long, bleeding, A lgeria - 
type w ar w ould provoke a tre ­
mendous outcry from  ha lf a m illion  
American fam ilies at the death or 
m aim ing of the ir loved ones fo r 
a gang of Saigon war-lords.

And w ar w ith  China w ould 
solve nothing fo r the “ Great So­
ciety,”  fo r the Soviet Union would 
almost inev itab ly  be forced to 
th row  its m ilita ry  m ight in to  the 
scales.

week has been on the statute 
books, industry ’s output per man 
hour has risen 70 per cent and 
up, on average. And we’re only 
beginning to feel the fu ll impact 
of automation.

I t ’s simple arithm etic that, i f  
the w o rk  week remains riveted at 
40 hours a week, every increase 
in p roductiv ity  is bound to mean 
fewer jobs and reduced purchas­
ing power. And isn’t  that the way 
to b ring  on a depression?

Only His Share
And this reduction in  hours w ith  

no pay cut is possible and rea­
sonable. For a ll the employee 
would be asking fo r is his share 
of the benefits tha t now go to the 
corporations as a result o f in ­
creased productiv ity . This he is 
entitled to; he is not asking fo r 
favors. The resulting p ro fits  of 
employers may be a lit t le  smaller 
but the w elfare of the workers 
would be enhanced w ith  the gen­
eral w elfare of the country.

Since a ll employers engaged in 
Interstate Commerce w ould be 
obliged to comply w ith  the p rov i­
sions of the 30-hour week law  —  
particu la rly  on government con­
tracts —  no one would be at a 
com petitive disadvantage.

In  industries where the w ork 
week has been reduced to between 
37Vi and 35 hours and less — 
prin ting , garment, rubber, m ining, 
brewery, fu r  and others —  the ad­
justm ent has been made w ithou t 
panic or economic catastrophe. 
There’s every reason to believe 
that the 30-hour week could be 
put in to  operation jus t as 
smoothly.

Some people say, “ Isn ’t the 30- 
hour week at 40-hours’ pay in fla ­
tionary? W ouldn’t  industria lis ts 
s im ply raise prices and leave us 
as bad off, or worse than before?”

O f course, they’d use i t  as an 
excuse to raise prices, bu t that 
w ouldn ’t  make i t  jus tifiab le . Look 
how they increased prices through 
the worst months o f the recession, 
even though demand had slumped 
and there were more than five  
m illio n  unemployed. And when 
they cut labor costs by heavy lay­
offs, they d idn ’t  pass on the sav­
ings to the public. They just 
pocketed the difference as added 
p ro fit.

As to in fla tion , i t ’s dow nright 
absurd to p icture the average 
w orker as a menace to our coun­
t r y ’s economic stab ility , because 
he’s try in g  to im prove on his gross 
weekly pay to m ainta in a fam ily  
in  health and modest com fort at 
today’s prices. And i t ’s ju s t as 
absurd to im p ly  tha t our monetary 
system w ould be seriously dis­
rupted i f  the unemployed were 
given jobs where they could con­
tr ibu te  to the nation’s wealth.

Inflation
In  so h igh ly  industria lized a so­

ciety as ours, there’s no excuse 
fo r in fla tion . We can produce all 
the goods tha t our people require 
at progressively low er prices. In ­
flated prices and in fla ted profits 
are w hat have been shrink ing the 
value of our dollar.

A  more subtle argument against 
the 30-hour week is tha t the em­
ployed workers rea lly  don’t  w ant 
it. I t ’s put th is way: “ I f  we get 
the 30-hour week we’ll have to fo r­
get about wage increases fo r sev­
eral years. W hat we need righ t 
now is more of the green s tu ff 
in  the pay envelope.”  People who 
fa ll fo r this line  are missing one 
of the most im portan t advantages 
of the 30-hour week, namely, that 
i t  puts the unions in  a stronger, 
not a weaker position to negotiate 
wage increases.

A  30-hour week would th in  out 
the ranks of the unemployed and 
even make fo r labor shortage in 
some industries^ Isn ’t  i t  better to 
negotiate fo r wage increases when 
labor is in  short supply than when 
there are m illions of unemployed 
desperately hunting fo r jobs and 
w illin g  to w o rk  fo r low er pay?

The ' labor movement over the 
years has proven tha t i t  is possible 
to w in  shorter hours and better 
conditions than in  'the non-union

shops, and also get higher wages.
I  have heard workers say, w hat 

w ould happen to overtime. Lots 
of workers anxiously depend on 
overtim e and i t ’s no m ystery why. 
I t  w ould be better, o f course, i f  
workers d idn ’t  need to pu t in 
overtim e to make ends meet. B u t 
fo r those who w ant it, the ir 
chances of getting more of i t  un­
der a 30-hour week would be 
greater. Employers would have to 
pay overtim e at the end of a six- 
hour instead of an eight-hour day.

Overtime w ouldn ’t  be quite as 
exhausting; I  certa in ly  don’t  want 
any misunderstanding: I do not 
advocate overtime.

Big-business propagandists also 
argue that the U.S. industry would 
not be able to compete on the 
w orld  m arket i f  i t  were saddled 
w ith  the expense of a 30-hour 
week. Loss of foreign markets 
w ould mean few er jobs, they point 
out.

The facts belie this threat. 
American exports, amounting to 
about $16 b illio n  in  1959, come to 
a fraction  of to ta l U.S. industria l 
production and less than 3.5 per 
cent o f gross national product. 
They totaled about $1 b illio n  more 
than our im ports of foreign goods 
in tha t year.

There is one fin a l argument to 
be disposed of: the 30-hour week 
would give workers too much 
leisure. They w ould become bored 
and unhappy.

This contention is advanced by 
people who obviously have never 
put in  a day’s w ork in  a factory. 
I t ’s hard to imagine any w orker 
who’d be u n w illin g  to give up the 
last tw o of his eight hours on the 
assembly line each day, fo r fear 
tha t he couldn’t find  anyth ing out­
side the plant as physically, men­
ta lly  or sp ir itu a lly  rewarding. 
One wonders whether the nation ’s 
five  m illio n  w ork ing  mothers 
w ould resent having to leave the 
factory two hours earlie r each day, 
so they could spend a lit t le  more 
tim e w ith  th e ir kids o r get some 
rest before starting on the house­
hold chores.

Who’s Bored?
The ones who become bored, 

and b itte r, and demoralized are 
the unemployed. But how and 
where are jobs to be found fo r 
them, w ithou t establishing the 30- 
hour week?

A ll  i t  takes to make the law  of 
the land is a one-paragraph 
amendment to the Wages and 
Hours Act. Also a supplementary 
paragraph ra ising the m inim um  
hourly  rate by one-third, so that 
there w ould be no cut in  weekly 
take-home pay fo r  workers earn­
ing the m in im um  wage.

The big question is: Who is 
going to get Congress to agree to 
these amendments? The group that 
could ra lly  the massive support 
needed to pu t i t  over is the A FL- 
CI O. Not only because i t ’s thé 
biggest membership organization 
in the U.S. but because its main 
reason fo r existence is to help 
workers earn a decent livelihood.

Unless the labor movement suc­
ceeds in w inn ing  a 30-hour week, 
unions w il l  continue to lose men)- 
bership and strength in  industries 
where advanced techniques ana 
automatic m achinery are displac­
ing manual labor. The most shock­
ing example is the case o f the 
United Auto W orkers Union w hich 
in  recent years has lost 500,000 
members —  one th ird  o f its  mem­
bership.

Establishing the 30-hour week is 
only part of the task facing unions. 
We must also see that workers 
earn a decent live lihood under the 
shorter w ork  week. This means, 
at the ve ry  least, tha t there must 
be no cut in  take-home pay when 
the 30-hour week is instituted.

Not W ishfu l T h ink ing
You can expect tha t many indus­

tria lis ts  w il l  try  to c ircum vent the 
sp irit, i f  not the le tter, o f a -3fr 
hour week law  by cu tting  weekly 
wages proportionately. For Con­
gress cannot te ll employers w hat 
to pay the ir workers — i t  can only 
set m in im um  standards. The wage 
issue w il l  have to be settled where 
it has always been settled —  
around the collective bargaining 
table.

We can and must achieve these 
objectives; th is is not m erely w ish­
fu l th ink ing.

Just remember tha t when thè 
unions fought fo r unemployment 
insurance and social-security and 
m inimum-wage laws, these issues 
were regarded as even more re­
mote and unattainable than the 
30-hour week is looked upon to­
day. Nevertheless, these v ita l so­
cial gains were won fo r Am erica’s 
w ork ing  men and women. Today, 
everyone accepts them as a mat­
te r of course. We even brag about 
them to the w orld  as examples of 
our social progress. Isn ’t  i t  there­
fore reasonable to expect that, 
w ith  a labor movement more than 
three times the size o f tha t o f the 
30’s, w ith  fa r greater funds and re­
sources, the 30-hour week can be­
come the established pattern in  
our economic life? Therefore every 
union member, o ffic ia ls and rank 
and filers, should make the all- 
out e ffo rt to make the 30-hour 
week a rea lity . The tim e is NOW. 
We must employ the unemployed. 
I t ’s getting la te r than you th in k  
and i t  could be YOU.

...Johnson's Vietnam War

The 30-Hour Week — Why it’s Practical
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By Tom  K erry
The Chinese News Agency, 

Hsi nua, announces in  its Feb. 25 
issue, a most ambitious publishing 
pro ject designed to rescue from  
obliv ion  the volum inous speeches, 
articles, statements and random 
observations of the “ arch revis ion­
ist,”  N ik ita  Khrushchev. The 
Herculean task of com piling and 
ed iting  th is m ateria l has been 
undertaken by the Chinese pub­
lish ing  house, S hijie  Zhishi 
(W orld  Know ledge), w hich an­
nounces tha t the th ird  volume of 
the collection has ju s t come o ff 
the press.

“ A  rough count,”  the Hsinua 
news release observes, “ shows tha t 
his pub lic statements during his 
eleven years of office come to as 
m any as ten m illio n  words, tru ly  
a flood o f p u tr id  verbosity. Con­
sequently,”  i t  adds, “ by the meth­
od we have now adopted ‘K hrush­
chev’s statements’ w il l  come to as 
m any as 30 separate volumes. 
Thus,”  i t  concludes, “ K hrush­
chev w il l  have his own complete 
works to leave to the w orld , saved 
from  ob liv ion  fo r people to sav­
our.”  *

This is tru ly  a gargantuan p ro j­
ect. Just to “ savour,”  le t alone 
digest, 30 th ick  volumes of 
Khrushchev’s “ p u tr id  verbosity,”  
is enough to induce an acute case 
o f m alignant indigestion even 
among those dedicated scholars 
fo r tif ie d  w ith  cast-iron stomachs. 
This thought may have occurred 
to the sponsors of the project, fo r 
they add: “ People may ask: A fte r 
all,' w hat is the use or necessity of 
expending so much energy and 
wasting so much paper to publish 
the complete works o f K hrush­
chev?”  W hat indeed!

Peking answers its own query 
by exp la in ing tha t such an “ en­
cyclopedia . o f revisionism ” , w il l  
serve a useful purpose by p rov id ­
ing  anyone concerncd w ith  the

Mao Tse-tung

complete record of “ w hat K h rush - 
chevism is, and can trace the his­
to ry  of its  grow th and bankrup t­
cy.”  D id  I  say the “ complete rec­
ord?”  W ell, not quite! For there is 
one notable omission . . . the h is­
to ric  20th Congress Khrushchev 
speech w hich in itia ted  the process 
of de-stal inization.

“ I t  is a m atter of regret,”  the 
Hsinua news item  so rrow fu lly  ob­
serves, “ tha t fo r the tim e being 
the shameful secret an ti-S ta lin  re ­
port which Khrushchev delivered 
at the 20th Congress of the Soviet 
Communist P arty  w il l  have to be 
om itted; though some Western 
newspapers carried in  fu l l  the copy 
o f the report obtained by the State 
Departm ent o f the U nited States 
of America, i t  was never made 
public by the Soviet Union.”

Such touching concern fo r the 
niceties of d ip lom atic protocol 
would be more convincing were i t  
not fo r the fact tha t Peking has 
not hesitated to make public the 
in tim ate  proceedings of u ltra -se ­

cret conclaves attending the d is­
pute between Moscow and Peking. 
The “ explanation”  is so lame it  
limps.

I t  is true tha t the “ revisionist”  
bureaucrats in  the K rem lin  have 
concealed to th is day from  the 
Soviet masses the explosive tex t 
o f the Khrushchev de-stalin ization 
speech w hich scored the bloody 
ty ra n t as a crim ina l, fram e-up a rt­
ist, to rtu re r and m urderer. I f  the 
Maoists were at a ll concerned w ith  
serving h istorica l tru th  they have 
the power to r ip  asunder the ve il 
o f secrecy w hich in  Russia has 
shrouded Khrushchev’s rec ita l of 
S ta lin ’s crimes.

Instead, they seize upon a f l im ­
sy pre text to keep the “ shameful 
secret report”  concealed, not only 
from  the people of the Soviet 
Union, bu t also from  the people of 
China.

The Maoists trace the orig in  of 
the S ino-Soviet dispute to the 20th 
Congress of the Soviet Communist 
P arty  in  1956; more precisely to 
the Khrushchev de-stalin ization 
speech. Yet they propose to pub­
lish  30 fu l l  volumes of d rive l, 
comprising ten m illio n  words, and 
om it w ha t is adm itted ly the key 
to an understanding of the orig in  
and development of the contro­
versy.

The tru th  is tha t since the 20th 
Congress in  1956 the Maoists have 
been engaged in  a w orld -w ide  
campaign seeking to p re ttify  S tal­
in, to  renovate and re furb ish  the 
hideous m yth  of Stalin, the be­
nign and benevolent de ity  whose 
only true disciple now resides in  
Peking. To this end i t  is the bet­
te r pa rt of w isdom to keep the 
“ shameful secret report”  out of 
Khrushchev’s 30-volume compila­
tion. This serves w e ll the interests 
of the bureaucrats in  the K rem ­
lin  and Peking bu t not those of 
tru th , h istorica l accuracy or ele­
m entary po litica l hygiene.

World Events
Storm Police Hq. in Spain

A  significant demonstration 
occured M arch 12 in  Mieres, a 
c ity  of 65,000 in  Spain’s Asturias 
coa l-m in ing region. Some 8,000 
m iners from  various parts o f the 
country area gathered in  the town.

A fte r police arrested 15 dem­
onstrators, about 1,000 others took 
the police station by assault. They 
stripped i t  from  top to bottom and 
bashed the faces of some 30 cops 
they found inside. The police had 
to send an emergency call to 
Oviedo, the provinc ia l capital, fo r 
reinforcements who fin a lly  put 
down the demonstrators.

Belgian Sit-Down Strike
Since m id-M arch coal m iners in 

Liège, Belgium, have been con­
ducting a m ilita n t s it- in  s trike  to 
protest projected closing of the 
Batterie  p it by the government 
C oa l-M in ing  D irectorate. The 
s trike  is uno ffic ia l, not recognized 
by either the social-democratic 
or Catholic trade unions. I t  is re­
ceiving strong support, however, 
from  the new ly founded Walloon 
W orkers party. A  strike-soli da rity  
committee is collecting money, 
blankets, food, etc., fo r the men 
down in the mine. An earlie r un­
successful s it- in  s trike was sup­
ported by the Walloon Workers 
party, bu t the Belgian authorities 
were able to pressure the m iners
—  most o f whom were Ita lia n  — 
w ith  deportation threats. The B a t­
te rie  strikers are appealing to 
the ir fe llow  workers to strike 
against other projected p it  closures 
before the general election May 23.

Guerrillas in Brazil
G uerrilla  action was recently 

reported in  tw o small towns in 
R io Grande do Sul province in 
southern B razil. Some 40 men

were said to have attacked a m ili­
ta ry  police post and seized a quan­
t ity  of arms. The men, dressed 
in  the olive-green uniform s of the 
o ffic ia l armed forces, were report­
edly led by Jefferson Cardim de 
Osorioga, a form er colonel and 
“ le ft nationalist,”  who had been 
expelled from  the arm y and de­
prived of a ll c iv il rights a fte r the 
rig h t-w in g  coup of A p r il 1 last 
year. The B raz ilian  government 
claimed tha t he was captured tw o 
days a fte r the raid.

The gue rrilla  fighters got away 
w ith  a machine gun, 30 rifles  and 
a case of cartridges. They tempo­
ra r ily  took over tw o radio sta­
tions and broadcast an appeal to 
the people of the area to support 
them and jo in  the National L ib ­
eration Movement.

Revolutionary Groups Unite
The Buenos A ires socialist pa­

per, Palabra Obrera, reports that 
the organization i t  represents has 
united w ith  FR I P (Frente Revolu­
cionario Indoamer icanista Popu­
la r) to constitute a new revo lu­
tionary organization. The two 
groups had previously pa rtic ipa t­
ed together in  many cl ass-strug- 
gle actions. The un ifica tion  rep­
resents an encouraging step to ­
w ard the bu ild ing  of a mass rev­
o lu tionary-socia list pa rty  in  A r ­
gentina.

A t a founding congress in the 
north  of Argentina at the end of 
January, a m ilitan t, in te rna tiona l­
ist program was adopted by the 
new organization. I t  includes de­
mands to meet the immediate 
problems of A rgentine workers 
and demands leading toward a 
nationalized, planned economy.

The weekly Palabra Obrera 
and the b i-w eek ly  N orte Revolu­
cionario were designated as the 
o ffic ia l organs o f the new party.

World Faces Food Crisis
“ The next 35 years, t i l l  the 

end of the century, w il l  be a most 
c ritica l period in  man’s history, 
warns B.R. Sen, head o f the UN 
Food and A gricu ltu re  Organiza­
tion. “ Disaster of an unprecedent­
ed magnitude”  w il l  result, reports 
Sen, i f  food production is not 
sharply increased. For example, to 
reach “ acceptable”  levels of ani­
m al foods (meat, da iry  products, 
etc.) by the year 2000, Sen. said, 
“ developing”  countries w ould have 
to increase production by five  
times, a rate w hich none are 
achieving.

Conservative c iv il-r ig h ts  lead­
ers are deploring “ unfocused and 
undisciplined outcries”  from  
w ith in  the movement. In  the guise 
o f un ity , they are attem pting to 
s tifle  leg itim ate dissatisfaction 
w ith  certain policies.

W hitney M. Young, the head of 
the National Urban League, in  his 
March 28 column in  the Newark  
News expands on the com plaint 
made in  a Washington sermon 
by Rev. Jefferson P. Rogers, an 
o ffic ia l of the Southern C hristian 
Leadership Conference, about “ the 
foolish k ind  of racialism  of those 
who stage unplanned and needless 
sit-dow n demonstrations.”  This 
was in  reference to the W hite 
House s it- in  and several others 
during the agitation fo r federal 
action in Selma.

Young w rites: ‘T  fin d  m yself in  
agreement w ith  the reverend in 
p rincip le. These demonstrations 
tie  the hands of a President who 
has shown him self to be the most 
eloquent advocate of equal oppor­
tun ities fo r Negro citizens to  oc­
cupy the W hite House since L in ­
coln.”

Knuckles Under
Young’s a rtic le  reflects two 

things: 1) a knuck ling  under to 
the kept press’s red smear cam­
paign against the young m ilitan ts  
in  the c iv il-r ig h ts  movement; and 
2) the fear of the established con­
servative leadership of losing con­
tro l of the movement.

Young cites the “ angry and 
vociferous m ino rity , flo u tin g  the 
w il l  o f leaders like  D r. K in g  and 
Roy W ilk ins of the NAACP and 
CORE’s James Farm er.”  O nly 
modesty prevented h im  from  nam­
ing himself. S ign ifican tly , he 
d idn ’t  include James Forman or 
John Lewis in  his lis t of leaders, 
since the organization they lead, 
the Student Nonvio lent Coordinat­
ing Committee (SNCC), is the 
prim e target of the w itch  hunt and 
his ire  is directed at them.

Keeping Ranks in Line
Young says there are other im ­

portant ways to protest. For ex­
ample, “ tu to ring  one ch ild  from  a 
slum environm ent in  algebra one 
n igh t a week fo r a year.”

He has “ no sym pathy fo r the 
self-styled hero who tries to  w in  
the w ar a ll by himself, fires at 
his allies in  the process, and who 
then tells the generals —  men 
who have been under shot and 
shell fo r years — that they aren’t 
m ilita n t.”

They are m ilita n t enough when 
i t  comes to keeping the rank and 
file  in  line! T he ir stock answer to 
those who question policy is: “ I f  
you don’t feel comfortable, get 
out!”  Robert F. W illiam s, presi­
dent of the Union County (N orth  
Carolina) NAACP, led his branch

in  armed resistance to K u  K lu x  
K lan  te rro r. General Roy W ilk ins  
hauled h im  up on tr ia l fo r saying 
Negroes should “ meet violence 
w ith  violence.”  By suspending 
W illiam s, General W ilk ins  paved 
the way fo r the F B I la te r to pu t 
a dead-or-al ive poster out fo r  h im . 
W illiam s fled the country in  the 
face o f fram e-up charges and 
death threats. General W ilk ins  
remained sham efully silent, look­
ing the other way.

No Class Form
As the Generals see it, the B lack 

Revolt should be a “ peaceful rev­
o lu tion.”  For them the enemy has 
no social or class fo rm  — i t ’s sim­
p ly  a m atter o f some ignorant, 
prejudiced whites refusing the Ne­
gro his r ig h tfu l place in  the m ain­
stream of Am erican life . The w alls 
w il l  come tum b ling  down, they 
say, i f  on ly we are disciplined 
enough to engage in  planned, 
reasonable protest w ith  d ign ity . 
Then w h ite  men o f good w il l  w i l l  
lower the barriers. And these 
cla im  to be the Generals who 
gained th e ir battle  experience 
“ under shot and shell fo r years!”

The submission o f m ilitan ts  to 
the w il l  o f these leaders and 
the ir w hite -contro lled  organiza­
tions w ould mean the end of real 
u n ity  and of the struggle.

B lack people are disgusted w ith  
re ly ing  on the very forces re­
sponsible fo r perpetuating the 
denial of human rights. Last year’s 
ghetto rio ts were a sign of this, 
whether tha t is realized or not. 
Then, the Generals ran around 
like  chickens w ith  the ir heads off, 
try in g  to calm things down —  a ll 
the w h ile  assuring the “ man”  that 
the eruptions were caused by the 
“ irresponsible”  elements.

Unity For Struggle
We are also fed up w ith  the 

turn-the-other-cheek tactic being 
made in to  a p rinc ip le  o f the 
movement.

U n ity  is o f v ita l importance, 
but only i f  i t  is u n ity  fo r strug­
gle, u n ity  based on the B lack Rev­
olt, not on the utopian “ peaceful 
revo lu tion”  the Generals dream of.

We must also have u n ity  w ith  
other oppressed peoples —• in  
South A frica , the Congo, Vietnam. 
We are a ll v ictim s of the same 
ru lin g  class.

Meaningful gains can be made 
by pu tting  an end to the fru s tra t­
ing cycle of p rayerfu l protest fo l­
lowed by u n fu lfille d  promises of 
politicians. Where we have the 
vote i t  should be used to gain po l­
itica l power — w ith  representa­
tives answerable to black people. 
The chains holding us in  second- 
class citizenship can be broken. 
Unity, in  independent po litica l ac­
tion, is the order of the day.

Official Verdict Is 'Suicides'

Four Puerto Ricans Die in New York Jails
By Tom Leonard

NEW YO RK —  U n til recent 
p icketing broke the curta in  of si­
lence, ve ry  few  people outside the 
Puerto Rican com m unity were 
aware of the fact tha t in  the last 
tw o months fou r Puerto Ricans 
had died in  th e ir cells in* police 
stations, suicides by hanging, ac­
cording to the o ffic ia l reports.

The dead men were:
•  Osvaldo Riyera, 20, who a l­

legedly hanged him self w ith  a 
scarf Feb. 13 a fte r being arrested 
on a burg la ry  charge.

•  Jaime Gonzalez, 33, who al­
legedly hanged h im self w ith  a 
tom  sh irt Feb. 13 after being ar­
rested on a drunken-driving 
charge.

•  Cesar Ruiz, 25, who allegedly 
hanged him self w tih  his sh irt 
March 5 a fte r being arrested on a 
robbery charge.

•  A lfonso Betancourt, 42, who

allegedly hanged him self w ith  his 
sh irt March 23 a fte r being ar­
rested on a drunken-driv ing 
charge.

The c ity  medical exam iner’s of­
fice o ff ic ia lly  reported a ll fou r 
deaths as caused by asphyxiation 
by hanging.

B u t a B ronx physician, Dr. Ser­
gio S. Pena, declared tha t he could 
fin d  no evidence of strangulation 
when, at the fa m ily ’s request, he 
had examined the body of Jaime 
Gonzalez. “ I t  w ould have been im ­
possible to loop that sleeve around 
his neck as the police said he 
d id ,”  D r. Pena stated.

Roberto Lebron, president of the 
Puerto Rican Bar Association and 
chairman of the legal committee 
of the National Association fo r 
Puerto Rican C iv il Rights, also 
cast doubt on the police reports.

He pointed out that two pathol­
ogists in  Puerto Rico, where Ruiz’s 
body had been sent fo r buria l, had 
examined i t  and been unable to

find  any evidence o f death by 
hanging. “ Not on ly  do we have 
these medical reports,”  said Le­
bron, “ bu t how did R ivera get a 
scarf in to  his cell? These are m at­
ters tha t require an in-depth in ­
vestigation.”

The alleged suicides were pub­
l ic ly  called in to  question March 
27 by several hundred Puerto 
Ricans who picketed Police Head­
quarters a t 240 Centre St., and by 
an additional 300 who picketed 
C ity  H a ll the next day. The dem­
onstrators, denouncing police b ru ­
ta lity , demanded the resignation of 
Police Commissioner M urphy and 
the establishment of a c iv ilia n  re­
view  board w ith  a Puerto Rican 
member.

On . A p r il 3, several hundred 
pickets marched in fro n t of a t least 
14 police precincts in  Manhattan, 
B rooklyn and the B ronx. Leaders 
o f the demonstrators have pledged 
to continue the protests u n til the ir 
demands are met.

'Secret* Speech to Be Kept That Way

An Unusual Chinese Publishing Venture The ‘Generals’ Complain
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L e t t e r s  f r o m  O u r  R e a d e r s

[This column is an open forum 
for all viewpoints on subjects of 
general interest to our reader*. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w ill be 
abridged. Writers’ initial» toill be 
used, names being withheld unless 
authorization is given for use.]

Alice Herz
New Y ork, N.Y.

Nothing, I  th ink , has more 
revealing ly demonstrated how 
u tte r ly  our m ateria lis tic society 
has fa iled  to comprehend one of 
man’s oldest and most im perative 
m o r a l  precepts —  atonement 
through self-sacrifice — than the

s m iit t i i i i i i iN H iiu i i i i i i i i i i i i i i im ii i i i im in i i i i i i im ii i i iu i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i t '

10 Years Ago  
In  The M ilita n t

i i i i im m ii i i i i i i i i i i i i im i i i i i i i i i im ii im ii iM iM ii i t i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i iw M ii '

“ The marked decline in  serv­
ice by the Post O ffice under the 
Eisenhower  adm inistration is 
being made up in  another d irec­
tion  —  book burn ing. Rumors and 
isolated stories of the a rb itra ry  
confiscation o f newspapers, maga­
zines, pamphlets and books from  
abroad by the postal authorities 
have recently received confirm a­
tion.

“ The M arch 14 issue of The 
Peacemaker, a w e ll-know n  pacif­
is t publication, reveals tha t its in ­
quiries have led i t  to  the conclu­
sion tha t 1 ,0 0 0  copies of a pam­
phlet by A. J. Muste entitled 
‘The Camp of L ibera tion ’ have 
been burned by postal authorities 
in  Boston, Mass. . . .

“ The pamphlets destroyed by 
postal authorities . . . were a ll 
from  England. In  addition to the 
pam phlet by Muste, a pamphlet 
by John Banks entitled ‘T h ird  
Camp,’ publications o f the Move­
ment fo r Colonial Freedom and 
the Union of Democratic Control, 
have been burned. Several pub­
lications, sent fro m  England to  the 
Am erican Friends Service Com­
m ittee in  Cambridge, Mass., are 
also presumed incinerated.”  —  
A p r i l  11, 1955.

[i i i i i i i i im iii i i t i i i i im ii i i i im ii i i i i i i i i iu t i i im ii i i i i im ii i i iu i i iH i i i i i i i im ii :

20 Years Ago

“ The nation’s figh ting  soft- 
coal m iners w eren ’t foo ling when 
they voted two weeks ago. by an 
eight-to-one m a jo rity  to authorize 
strike action i f  they d idn ’t  ob­
ta in an acceptable contract.

“ Last week, fo llow ing  term ina­
tion of the ir old contract on March 
31 and despite a 30-day fu rthe r 
extension of the fo rm er contract, 
an estimated 100,000 m iners in  
some 300 mines throughout eight 
states engaged in spontaneous 
strike actions to show the p ro f it-  
greedy operators they mean busi­
ness.

“ Many of the strikes were con­
centrated in the ‘captive’ mines 
of the steel corporations, tra d i­
tiona lly  the w orst holdouts among 
the mine operators.

“ The boss press and government 
spokesmen had tried  to p icture 
the m iners’ s trike  vote as a mere 
gesture. The press actually tried  to 
conceal the extent of the w a lk ­
outs during  the early pa rt o f last 
week. B u t Secretary of In te rio r 
Ickes’ b lustering demand last 
Thursday fo r a government mine 
‘seizure’ and his admission o f the 
closure of over 2 0 0  mines dislosed 
the real s ituation . . .

“ Under th is pressure, the hard- 
boiled m ine owners ra p id ly  soft­
ened. On A p r il 9, w ith  200 mines 
s ti l l  reported closed, spokesmen 
fo r the operators announced that 
a ‘tentative agreement’ had been 
reached w ith  the U M W negotiat­
ing  committee, w ith  on ly  one un­
ion demand s till in  dispute.”  — 
A p r il 14, 1945.

scant and often pejorative report­
age given by the press of the U n it­
ed States to the self-crem ation of 
82-year-old A lice Herz on a street- 
corner in  D etro it.

B u t there are many in  th is and 
other lands whose uncorrupted 
ethic demands of each man an 
undivided accountability  to his 
conscience and the w illingness to 
die, when need be, in  witness 
thereof. These w il l  receive w ith  
reverence and understanding this 
deed of unsullied p u rity  by a wise 
and deeply dedicated woman who 
had suffered grievously from  in ­
justice and ev il and who fin a lly  
was moved to  give her life  in  ex­
p ia tion fo r the sins of her fe llow  
men.

She could do no other. In  India, 
in  Japan, in  China, through a ll 
Asia and A frica , m illions w il l  re­
spond to th is simple, age-old act 
of penance, so unheeded here and 
so soon forgotten as the astronauts 
soar in to space and the b lind  ju g ­
gernaut of a mechanized c iv iliza ­
tion grinds in to  the dust man’s an­
cient, artless humanism.

A ll  o f these w il l  from  now w a lk  
w ith  renewed fa ith  and a fresh 
strength in  th e ir life long  remem­
brance tha t A lice Herz died to re ­
a ffirm  the be lie f of the m artyrs 
in  the u ltim a te  importance of per­
sonal responsib ility; tha t when a 
man is r ig h t and w illin g  to die fo r 
his righteousness, he may save the 
w orld.

Taylor Adams

Anti-English W ar
New York, N.Y.

W hile Am erican im peria lism  is 
m urdering the innocent people of 
V ietnam  (N orth  and South), its 
propagandists are busily  engaged 
in  ' m urdering the English lan­
guage. I  should like  to pass on to 
you a le tte r from  a reader of the 
Saturday Review  (4 /3 /65) com­
m enting on this:

“ The present crisis in  V ietnam 
has, among other things, served 
to underm ine the English lan­
guage. W hile  English teachers are 
attem pting to show the u n ity  of 
ideas and words, the Washington 
spokesmen are tearing down the 
very meaning of the language . . .

“ Am erican soldiers, thousands 
o f miles away from  home, are 
figh ting  fo r ‘defense’ of the ir 
homeland. Vietnamese, both in  the 
South and in  the North, who are 
figh ting  the Americans are called 
‘aggressors.’ For a w h ile  the 
Am erican pilots who carried the 
bombs and napalm fo r  the an­
n ih ila tion  of Vietnamese villages 
were m erely ‘advisers.’ (Has any 
newspaper ever carried an item  
about one of our ‘advisers’ g iv ing 
‘advice’ against dropping the 
bombs?)

“ We s till c ling to the idea that 
a ‘fr ie n d ly  government’ in  V ie t­
nam requested our aid —  even 
though tha t government and many 
others have long since gone into 
obliv ion. Our de fin ition  of the 
‘free w o rld ’ includes not only 
Franco and Salazar and Chiang 
Kai-shek but also the m ilita ry  d ic­
tators who have been running 
South V ietnam  . .

Many more examples can be 
added to th is excellent commenta­
to r ’s lis t. Barbed-w ire concentra­
tion camps, invo lv ing  forced labor, 
are called “ strategic hamlets.”  
B urn ing  the homes, possessions 
and crops of Vietnamese farmers

is called “ protecting the peasants 
from  Communism”  and poison 
gases are called “ humane w a r­
fare.”

R.S.

P.S. Perhaps i t  m ight be a good 
idea to in v ite  M ilita n t  readers to 
subm it s im ila r examples? L ike  the 
Readers Digest has “ D a ffy  D e fin i­
tions,”  you could have “ Washing­
ton ’s D ir ty  W ar on Words”  or 
“ Monstrous Meanings”  o r “ L ia rs ’ 
Lexicon.”

U. of Mich. Teach-In
Chicago, 111.

The readers of The M ilita n t  may 
be interested in  some of m y ob­
servations of the recent facu lty - 
organized “ Teach-in to Protest the 
W ar in  V ietnam ”  at the U n ive rs ity  
o f M ichigan in  Ann A rbor. I t  
took place w h ile  I was there fo r a 
speaking engagement. Between 
2,500-3,000 students and facu lty  
attended. [See report in  our last 
issue.]

I  was surprised by the accurate 
h istorica l presentations and by the 
conclusions of the three main 
speakers: John Donahue, an an­
thropologist from  M ichigan State 
U niversity, Robert Browne, an 
economist from  Fairle igh D ick in ­
son U n ive rs ity  in  New Jersey, and 
A rth u r  Waskow, a h istorian from  
the Ins titu te  fo r Policy Studies in  
Washington, D.C.

Donahue and Browne had lived 
at least three years in  Vietnam. 
They sketched the h istorica l back­
ground of U.S. involvem ent, the 
vio lations of the Geneva Agree­
ment by the U.S., the atrocities of 
the U.S. and South Vietnamese 
armies, and the ingenuity and de­
term ination of the rebel forces. 
They pointed out tha t N orth  V ie t­
nam did no t in itia te  the struggle 
against D iem  in  the South. Dona­
hue said i t  is “ not an invasion

Bares Poverty Pocket —  Con­
gressman R ichard W hite, a Texas 
Democrat, put the spotlight on a 
hidden pocket of poverty. In  a 
M arch 30 speech, he declared: “ Mr. 
Speaker, the words ‘poverty amidst 
p len ty ’ and ‘pockets of poverty ’ 
have become fa m ilia r ones these 
days. The casual. observer w ould 
hard ly  look fo r such pockets of 
poverty in  an industry la rge ly  re­
puted to be among the nation ’s 
wealthiest, bu t nevertheless, they 
exist. They exist among the in ­
dependent o il producers of th is 
country.”

Refresher Course —  A  Prentice-Hall
 management - development 

course offers “ cold ly realistic 
help”  to the executive who 
“ doesn’t  m ind shoving other men 
aside.”

Anchored to Statue of Liberty?
—  To relieve overcrowding in  New 
Y o rk ’s prisons, Correction Com­
missioner Anna Kross proposes to 
rent two obsolete a irc ra ft carriers 
from  the federal government and 
use them fo r floa ting  ja ils . In  ad­
d ition  to p rov id ing  space fo r ex­
cess prisoners, she says, “ i t  m ight 
m otivate the boys. I t  m igh t give 
them a feeling of service.”  B u t 
Herman Stichman, an aide to 
Gov. Rockefeller, th rew  cold wa­
ter on the proposal. He said i t  was

from  the N orth ”  bu t a “ w ar of 
liberation, a c iv il w ar.”

A t the outdoor ra lly  the speak­
ers included M ichigan Supreme 
C ourt Justice Paul Adams; Dr. 
Bergman of the U M  Philosophy 
Department, and A1 Haber of the 
Students fo r a Democratic So­
ciety. A l l  called fo r an end to the 
w ar, e ither through negotiations 
or immediate w ithdraw al.

In  the discussion period after 
the f irs t outdoor ra lly , Donahue 
answered a question about alleged 
g ue rrilla  terrorism  by saying “ The 
V ie t Cong have never k illed  un­
necessarily”  and describing in c i­
dents in  the v illage he lived  in. 
He said “ The movement in  the 
South is an independent move­
ment . . . has received very lit t le  
aid from  the N orth .”

The A p r il 17 M arch on Wash­
ington sponsored by the Students 
fo r a Democratic Society was 
pointed to as a very im portan t 
action. A  proposal to expand the 
Faculty Committee to End the 
W ar in  V ietnam  to a facu lty  and 
student committee received a 
standing ovation. Hope was ex­
pressed tha t the A nn A rb o r teach- 
in  w ould spread to other schools 
and lead to a national facu lty  and 
student committee against the w ar 
in  Vietnam.

Joel Britton

God, Gas and Country
Glens Falls, N.Y.

Again, not surprising of course, 
our government is denying that 
any pernicious or permanent e f­
fects w il l  result from  the gas now 
being used in  Vietnam. And our 
editoria lists, also no t surprisingly, 
are backing the government in  its 
dictum, one such claim ing that 
“ the gas is a non-l ethal type, 
m erely causing a tem porary nau­
sea, tha t discourages those breath­
ing i t  from  doing whatever they

a poor idea security-wise, that 
prisoners would be “ jum p ing  over 
at n igh t faster than you could put 
them in  in  the daytime.”  Besides, 
he added, prison ships in  the har­
bor m ight make a poor impres­
sion on foreign visitors.

The W ild West —  A  campaign 
lea fle t fo r W illa rd  E. Ehlers, an 
aspirant fo r Board of Trustees of 
San Dieguto, C aliforn ia, Union 
H igh School, reads: “ Vote fo r
Ehlers. We may yet need A m er­
ican V IG ILA N TE S . B il l  Ehlers, i f  
elected, w il l  be v ig ilan t against — 
Kooks, Beatniks, Homosexuals, 
C igarette Wheezers, Smut Ped­
dlers, Dope Pushers, Communists, 
L e ft-W ing  Preachers, Oleaginous 
Masons, Zion Zany Jews, Fe llow - 
T rave ling  Catholics, G e r m a n  
Nazis, Bull-Headed Englishmen, 
Federal School Subsidies, Medical 
B lunderers, UN Miscreants, Race 
E qua lity  Fakers, Miscegenators 
and a ll other Socialist Slop Swish­
ers.”

are doing.”  Too bad these gentle­
men could not also be given some 
such gas when w rit in g  the ir a r­
ticles on V ietnam  —  and on sev­
eral other places also.

This a ttitude reminds me o f tha t 
taken some years ago when i t  
was reported tha t the U.S.-led 
forces were using germ w arfare  
on the Communists in  Korea. I t  
was, o f course, vehemently denied, 
General M atthew  Ridgeway say­
ing “ i t  was a lie, as God was h is 
witness.”

I  haven't the slightest doubt 
tha t i f  a t the tim e i t  was said tha t 
the Communists were the ones 
using germ warfare, there w ould  
be no denials, and General R idge­
w ay w ould have said i t  was ab­
solutely true, producing as w it ­
nesses not on ly God bu t Jesus, thè 
V irg in  M ary and the Angel Ga­
brie l.

K.M .G.

Thinks W e Were Right
New York, N. Y., 

The M ilita n t  consistently po in t­
ed out tha t a vote fo r Johnson in  
’64 w ould be a vote fo r w a r and 
reaction. More than any1 other 
voice in  America, The M ilita n t 
and Presidentia l candidate C lifton  
DeBerry predicted, and asked peo^ 
pie to prepare for, the po licy o f 
escalation now  being carried out 
in  V ietnam by the “ libe ra l” ' John­
son, the darling  of the Communist 
Party  and of the other proponents 
o f “ lesser evilism .”

The question of independent 
po litica l action is no t lim ited  to 
the month o f November every 
fo u r years. The aggression in  
N orth  V ietnam  underlines' the fa tit 
tha t i t  is, and w il l  be, a burn ing  
issue. C la rity  on this issue is in ­
dispensable fo r effective action 
against w ar and aggression.

R.L .

Oops, Wrong City —  In  a recent 
test, a hundred college freshmen 
were asked to iden tify  a l is t  o f 
famous people. One o f thé stu­
dents identified  Robert McNamara 
as “ the man who leads the  New 
Y ork  crime syndicate.”  Obviously 
the young man is weak in  geo­
graphy.

Uncompromising- Rights Fighter
— Repercussions of the, Southern 
rights struggle are being, fe lt  in 
New Y o rk ’s C ity  H a ll.' M ayor 
Wagner said regulations m ig h t1 not 
perm it the c ity  to pây the ' ex-: 
penses of six membérs of his Ad­
m in is tra tion  who partic ipated for 
several miles in  the Montgomery- 
to-Selma Freedom March. But 
C ity  Council President Screvane, a 
marcher, took a firm , princip led 
stand on the issue, “ There’s no 
question about i t  as fa r as I ’m 
concerned,”  he said. “ When I  am. 
sent anywhere as an o ffic ia l rep­
resentative of the Mayor, the c ity  
pays.”

Thought for  the Week I I I
“ For two hours M r. Sm i t herm an proclaimed he was a segrega- 

tion ist. He d idn ’t  believe in  m ix ing  the races, i t  was Cod’s w il l. ”  — 
Comment of David Susskind on learning that Selma’s M ayor Joe T. 
Sm itherm an had gone from  his TV  show to an apartment in  the Negro 
section of Washington where he and a companion were allegedly 
swindled out of $107, w ith  liquor and women as the reported bait.

Thought for  the Week I I I I
“ Gosh, no.”  —  Comment by M ayor Sm itherm an on the report that 

he had been separated from  his money by the o ffe r of a woman.

SPECIAL 50 INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The Militant for 500. 
($1.50 outside of the U.S.)

Name

Street Zone

C ity State

Send to The M ilita n t, 116 U niversity Place, 
N ew  Y ork , N . Y . 10003.

It Was Reported in the Press
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School Segregation Doubles in N.Y.; 
DeBerry Scores Wagner’s Inaction

B y  A le x  H a r te
NEW YORK, A p r il 8 —  “ The 

problem of school segregation in 
New Y o rk  C ity  is becoming worse, 
not better, in  spite o f a ll the 
promises of the Wagner adm inis­
tra tion ,”  said C lifton  DeBerry 
here today. DeBerry is the Social­
ist W orkers P arty  candidate fo r 
mayor in  the coming c ity  elec­
tions.

“ Figures recently released by 
the Board o f Education itse lf show 
tha t there are 18 more segregated 
schools now than a year ago, and 
over tw ice as many as seven years 
ago,”  DeBerry said. “ The biggest 
increase in  segregated schools has 
been in  the elementary schools.

“ In  1957 the Board classified 63 
elementary schools as segregated, 
meaning that the ir student bodies 
were over 90 per cent non-white. 
In  1963, at the tim e of the firs t 
school boycott against th is condi­
tion  of in fe rio r, segregated schools, 
the number had risen to 134. And 
last year thé num ber w ent up to 
148 elementary schools. The total 
num ber o f schools in  th is c ity  
classified as segregated rose from  
169 to  187 in  the last year.”

The SWP m ayora lty candidate 
also pointed out tha t “ th is big in ­
crease in  segregated elementary 
schools w il l  mean a big increase 
in  segregated education at a ll 
levels in  the fu tu re  unless some­
th ing  is done about i t  now.”

W agner’s Fa ilure
“ These figures are admissions 

o f fa ilu re  by the present adm in­
is tra tion and Board of Education
—  more than that, they are ad­
missions tha t the Wagner adm in­
is tra tion  refuses to take the nec­
essary steps to solve the problem. 
Segregated schools mean in fe rio r 
schools, mean tha t Negro and 
Puerto Rican children in  th is c ity, 
who already have two strikes 
against them to start w ith , are 
given one more d ir ty  deal. The 
over-crowded, understaffed, un­
sympathetic segregated schools in 
this c ity  are a ho rrib le  a fflic tion  
upon the young generation of non­
whites, who are the ones who w il l  
su ffe r because of these schools.

“ School segregation w il l  only 
worsen w hether there are Demo­
crats or the Republicans in C ity

C A N D ID A T E . C lifton D eBerry, 
interview ed by H arlem  news­
man.

H all, because both those parties 
are part and parcel of the power 
structure w hich m aintains racism 
and segregation in  New Y ork  C ity. 
The situation w il l  no t be changed 
u n til an adm inistration is insta l­
led in  C ity  H a ll w hich rea lly  rep­
resents the poor people of th is 
c ity, which adequately represents 
the Negro and Puerto Rican com­
munities.

“ Such an adm inistration would 
make certain tha t va lid  represen­
tatives from  the Negro and Puerto 
Rican communities, who are the 
most concerned about the problem 
because they suffer d irec tly  from  
it, would be on the Board of Edu­
cation. Men like  Rev. M ilton  Ga- 
lamison, the leader of the school 
boycotts, who has a good grasp 
of the problem and w hat to do 
about it, should be on the Board 
o f Education.

“ An effective protest against 
th is b i-partisan betrayal of our 
ch ildren w il l  be a vote fo r can­
didates of the Socialist W orkers 
Party in  the fa ll elections,”  De­
B erry  concluded.

Los Angeles Socialists Voice Protest

Picket Line at CBS Gets Results
B y Evelyn Reed

HOLLYW OO D, A p r il 2 — A 
small but h igh ly  effective picket 
line  at the CBS Radio and TV 
studios at noon here today brought 
s w ift action in  response to pla­
cards charging CBS and other sta­
tions w ith  denying a ir tim e to 
Oscar G. Coover and Irv in g  
K irsch, candidates fo r mayor and 
board of education in  the current 
Los Angeles elections.

A  T V  cameraman and radio in ­
te rv iew er hurried  out in  the 
pe lting  ra in  to placate the m arch­
ers and record the views and 
grievances o f the tw o candidates 
who are supported by the Social­
ist W orkers P arty  and Young So­
c ia lis t A lliance.

“ Thus fa r CBS has ignored our 
repeated requests by m ail and 
phone fo r tim e to present our 
views to the electorate,”  said 
Coover in  a radio in te rv iew  which 
was broadcast soon afte rw ard  at
2 p.m. “ W hat happens to the 
democratic processes and rights of 
m in o rity  candidates i f  only cap­
ita lis t candidates, who can afford 
to spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars on the ir campaigns, are 
heard?”

“ W hat w ould you do i f  elected 
mayor?”  asked the TV  camera­
man, in  an in te rv iew  televised as 
pa rt o f the 6 p.m. news.

“ Among the f irs t of the many

things I  w ould do,”  Coover replied, 
“ would be to remove Police Chief 
Parker, notorious fo r his b ru ta l­
ities against the Negro people and 
other m in o rity  groups. I w ould es­
tablish a broadly-based police re ­
view  board composed of elected 
representatives of m in o rity  and 
labor organizations to safeguard 
the ir interests against the c ity ’s 
power structure.”

A t a press conference earlier 
today, a score of reporters heard 
Coover and K irsch denounce the 
H erald-Exam iner fo r a slanderous 
artic le  published yesterday in  
which the tw o candidates and the ir 
party were declared to be “ sub­
versive.”

Serious Charge
“ This m igh t have been treated 

as an A p r il Fool joke i f  i t  were 
not so serious,”  said Coover. “ The 
Socialist W orkers Party  is a legal­
ly  recognized party  which has run 
presidential candidates in many 
states since 1948 and has run can­
didates fo r mayor in  Los Angeles 
since 1945. The Hearst paper i t ­
self admits in the same article 
that U.S. A tto rney Manuel Real 
told them “ tha t no lis t in  his o f­
fice specifically identifies any 
organization as ‘subversive’ and 
Communistic.”

The SWP-endorsed candidates, 
Coover to ld the assembled report-

ers, had been singled out fo r th is 
smear attack because “ we have 
unreservedly supported the c iv il-  
rights fighters in  Los Angeles as 
w e ll as Alabama; because we op­
pose U.S. in tervention in V ie t­
nam; and because we back up stu­
dents and faculties in  the ir fights 
to defend academic freedom 
against the boards of regents.

Yesterday, some 500 people at 
the Hollywood H igh School heard 
Irv in g  K irsch, along w ith  a ll the 
other candidates fo r board of edu­
cation, at a meeting sponsored by 
the League of Women Voters.

How to bu ild  more and better 
schools, pay teachers higher wages, 
and generally im prove the educa­
tional system w ithou t raising 
taxes, le ft a ll the candidates ex­
cept K irsch  helpless or speechless.

“ You say you have the answer,”  
K irsch  was asked in  the question 
period. “ How w ould you solve, the 
problem?”

“ I t ’s very simple,”  he replied. 
“ This is a national problem, yet 
the government is spending two 
m illion  dollars a day in  the V ie t­
nam w ar alone; that amount of 
money diverted into our educa­
tional system would be suffic ient 
to pay fo r a ll its needs and re­
quirements.”  Spontaneous ap­
plause greeted K irsch ’s call fo r 
w ithd raw ing  U .S .. troops from  
Vietnam.

NEW YO RK — A  scandal over 
the m istreatm ent of an 18-year- 
old college g ir l in  the Women’s 
House o f Detention here has a f­
forded the public a glimpse of 
the degrading conditions women 
prisoners are subjected to.

Andrea D w ork in , a Bennington 
College freshman, was arrested fo r 
partic ipa ting  in a pacifis t sit-down 
at the United Nations to protest 
U.S. policy in Vietnam. Judge 
Anthony E. Maglio fe lt such p ro ­
tests deserved severe punishment 
and ordered her to the Women’s 
House of Detention in  lieu of $500 
bail. I t  was the beginning of a 
holiday weekend and Miss D w or­
k in , denied the r ig h t to make a 
phone call, spent nearly fo u r days 
in the prison.

There she suffered b ru ta lity  and 
hum ilia tion  at the hands of the 
medical s ta ff and homosexual p ris ­
oners who are unrestrained by 
prison authorities.

Miss D w ork in  made her ex­
perience available to the public in  
an a ffid a v it given to New York  
Post colum nist James Wechsler.

She testified that, a fte r vaginal 
searches by nurses, she was b ru t­
a lly  examined in te rna lly  by a doc­
tor. She protested tha t i t  was pain­
fu l, but he continued exerting pres­
sure on her abdomen and breasts. 
Meantime, another doctor plied 
her w ith  questions about Benning­
ton. He f irs t to ld her tha t he used 
to go to Bennington looking fo r 
girls. “ He asked how many g irls  
at Bennington were v irg ins and I 
said I  d id  not know. He to ld me
I ought to know  more about tha t 
than Vietnam. The conversation 
continued this way as the forceps 
were being applied,”  testified the 
student.

Further Indignities
Later, in the overcrowded cells, 

infested w ith  mice and bugs, the 
g irls  were molested by homosex­
ual prisoners. One of the g irls 
was held down by tw o women 
w h ile  a th ird  climbed on top o f 
her. Numerous other indignities 
were in flic ted .

Rachel Smith, also arrested at 
the sit-down, testified in  an a f­
fid a v it: “ I agree w ith  Andrea
D w ork in  tha t the in te rna l ex­
aminations were unusually pro­
longed and that the continuing 
belligerent conversation by the

tw o male doctors was to ta lly  un­
necessary.

“ W hat I witnessed at the House 
of Detention was an attem pt to 
to ta lly  dehumanize the inmates. 
One was not even allowed to bring  
a hairbrush in to  prison.”

E ight days a fte r these revela­
tions, eight state assemblymen 
toured the House of Detention and 
described i t  as a “ hellhole”  which 
made them “ physically sick.”  
B u ilt to accommodate 450, there 
were 657 inmates jammed in to  it, 
many o f whom were aw aiting tr ia l 
and unable to raise bail. One 16- 
year-o ld g irl, charged w ith  simple 
assault, had been there 30 days 
aw aiting tr ia l. “ I f  she’d pleaded 
gu ilty , she w ouldn ’t  have gotten 
30 days,”  said an assemblyman. 
Other reports were made to Gov­
ernor Rockefeller and the mayor, 
a ll corroborating Miss D w orkin.

Prison S till Used
For at least 25 years, th is prison 

has been a scandal, bu t i t  is s till 
used. Ten days after the D w ork in  
story broke, Wechsler reported 
tha t another young po litica l p ris ­
oner had been sent there. She is 
C ity College student E lino r G old­
stein, a member of the Progressive 
Labor Movement. She had already 
spent 30 days in  a c iv il ja i l  fo r 
refusing to co-operate w ith  the 
w itch -hun ting  grand ju ry ’s efforts 
to depict last summer’s Harlem  
“ rio ts”  as a communist conspiracy.

Called before the grand ju ry  a 
second time, she s ti l l  refused to 
answer. She and other young PLM  
members, includ ing V iv ian  A nder­
son, a school teacher w ith  a s ix - 
year-o ld son, were, at the prosecu­
to r’s insistence, then sent to the 
House of Detention.

One result o f the exposure of 
conditions there was the resigna­
tion of the doctor who examined 
Miss D w ork in . (The other doctor 
was kept on and neither of the ir 
names was made public.) Also, 
the po litica l prisoners were trans­
ferred to another prison.

The State Commission o f Cor­
rections voted to call fo r a hear­
ing at which members could testi­
fy  about the “ unspeakable condi­
tions”  they had observed at the 
ja il. I t  remains to be seen i f  e f­
fective steps w il l  be taken to end 
the existence o f th is te rrib le  in ­
stitu tion.

NEW YO RK —  Since the 1930s 
when New Y o rk  cops provided a 
m ajor base of support fo r  Father 
Coughlin’s fascist “ Social Justice”  
movement, New Yorkers have 
been aware tha t the Police De­
partm ent is a bu lw ark  of racism 
and reaction. They were given a 
fresh rem inder A p r il 4 when 
6,000 cops at the annual H oly 
Name Society communion break­
fast cheered, whistled, and “ raised 
the roo f" as W illia m  Buckley, edi­
to r of the u ltra -r ig h t magazine 
National Review, defended the 
Alabama cops who had beaten, 
clubbed and gassed defenseless 
Negroes.

“ Four weeks ago at Selma,”  
Buckley declared, “ the television 
cameras showed police nightsticks 
descending on the bodies o f dem­
onstrators.”  But, he asserted, the 
cameras d idn ’t  show “ the de­
fiance”  of the demonstrators and 
showed “ nothing of the police­
men’s restra in t.”  He d idn ’t  say 
where the cameramen would have 
found such restraint.

W ith  these remarks, reports the 
New Y ork  Herald Tribune, the 
ballroom  “ rocked w ith  applause.”

In  a red -ba iting  attack on a ll of 
the c iv il-r ig h ts , c iv il- libe rties , 
com m unity and church groups tha t 
have spoken out on the problem 
o f police b ru ta lity , Buckley as­
serted: “ Men who ra il u n th in k ­
ing ly  at policemen . . . tend to 
have a relationship w ith  revo lu­
tionaries.”

Discussing the racist m urder of 
Mrs. V io la Liuzzo, Buckley de­
clared that “ s itting  on the fron t 
seat w ith  a young Negro,”  she got 
shot, as m ight have been expect­
ed. “ W hy did this occupy the fron t 
pages?”  he asked.

Seated on the dais throughout 
the speech was “ lib e ra l”  M ayor 
Robert F. Wagner who, according 
to the H erald Tribune, “ applauded 
po lite ly  at the r ig h t places.”  M ay­
or Wagner sent a w ell-pub lic ized 
delegation to the Selm a-to-M ont- 
gomery March w hich protested 
police b ru ta lity  against Negroes. 
B u t he obviously d idn ’t  see f i t  to 
even march o ff the p la tfo rm  du r­
ing Buckley’s anti-Negro tirade.

W A N T  A  L IV IN G  W A G E . Some 2,500 workers at Bloom ingdale’s 
Departm ent Store in  N ew  Y ork  are on strike for a m inim um  wage 
of $2 an hour and a 35-hour week. They are members of Local 3 
of the Retail, Wholesale &  Departm ent Store Union, A F L -C I O. 
The usually busy store has suffered a drastic decline in  business 
since strike began. Present m inim um  wage at the store is $1.50 
and the company has offered to add a big dime to it.

Spotlight on Conditions 
In N.Y. Women’s Prison

By Constance Weissman

Racist Given 
Ovation By 
N. Y. Cops


