
NUCLEAR WEAPONS NEXT?

Johnson Wages War of Atrocities in Vietnam
By Fred Halstead

M ARCH 24 —  H aving u tte rly  
fa iled to gain any significant sup­
po rt among the South Vietnamese 
population fo r the Saigon puppet 
regime or fo r  U.S. presence in 
the country, President Johnson is 
try in g  to  stave o ff defeat by con­
ducting a w a r o f a troc ity  against 
the Vietnamese people.

The disclosure March 22 that 
the U.S. is using vom it gas in  
South V ietnam  caused alarm  in 
capitals around the w o rld  because 
o f ju s tifie d  fear tha t i t  is the open­
ing wedge fo r fu rth e r chemical 
warfare.

Die W elt, an in flu e n tia l news­
paper in  Hamburg, West Ger­
many, commented: “ The use of 
such gas prom pts the question 
whether there m igh t be escalation 
also in  th is sphere." In  Tokyo the 
mass-circulation newspaper Asahi 
said M arch 23 tha t the U.S. was 
using Asians as guinea pigs fo r 
chem ical-warfare experiments. A t­
tempts to expla in away the use

of gas as “ ju s t standard r io t 
contro l”  and “ non-le tha l”  is o f a 
piece w ith  U.S. claims tha t 
its defo liation chemicals used in  
South V ietnam were “ harmless.”  
I t  has been w e ll documented by 
the Vietnamese and by Bertrand 
Russell, the famous B ritish  p h il­
osopher and anti-w ar crusader, 
tha t the U.S. defoliation chemicals 
sprayed broadcast to destroy crops 
in  South V ietnam  did cause death 
and in ju ry  to humans and live ­
stock.

Even tear gas is not harmless, 
but sometimes causes the death of 
in fants and in firm  people. Gas 
which causes uncontrollable, spas­
modic vom iting  is much more dan­
gerous. W hat about the children, 
the aged, pregnant women and 
sick people in  the areas where i t  
is used? B u t the main danger is 
tha t th is use of tear and vom it 
gasses is bu t the prelude and tha t 
President Johnson has given the 
Pentagon the green lig h t t o . use 
V ietnam  as a p roving  ground fo r

B y Peter Camejo
N ational Secretary,

Young Socialist A lliance
U.S. H IG H W A Y  80 (M arching 

through A labam a) March 23 —  
We’re now on the two-lane section 
of the highway and the historic 
c iv il-righ ts  m arch from  Selma to 
Montgomery is down to the 300 
stipulated in  the federal court or­
der, p lus federal troops and state 
guardsmen, Justice Departm ent of­
fic ia ls  and a contingent o f news­
men.

A ll  o f the marchers consider 
th is  an h istoric occasion in  the 
fig h t fo r b lack freedom and there 
is a fantastic s p ir it o f enthusiasm 
and optim ism. Everyone is con­
vinced tha t the Movement has 
taken a great leap forward.

Yesterday, when we reached the 
beginning of the two-lane section 
o f the highway, the great b u lk  of 
the nearly 5,000 who started out 
on the trek  returned to Selma. 
Tw o hundred and f i f t y  of those 
who are continuing a ll the way 
to Montgomery are black Alabama 
freedom fighters who were club­
bed a n d /o r ja iled  in  the previous 
demonstrations. The other 50 are 
nationa l leaders o f the various 
c iv il-righ ts  organizations and na­
tiona lly  prom inent dignitaries.

M ilita n t S p ir it -
The contagious enthusiasm of 

the movement caught hold of 
everyone as they arrived in  Selma 
fo r the march. The s p ir it o f the 
b lack com m unity is expressed by 
the banner outside of campaign 
headquarters a t B row n ’s Chapel: 
“ Forw ard  Ever, Backward Never.”

Everyone who arrived —  black 
or w h ite '—  was greeted w ith  great 
w arm th . Whenever a car drove by 
w ith  a SNCC sticker, “ One Man, 
One Vote,”  black laborers on the 
streets of Selma w ould  stop and 
cheer, ignoring th e ir w h ite  super­
visors. C learly, they’re no longer 
afra id.

E veryth ing I  saw in  Selma con­
firm ed  w ha t I  was to ld  on the 
m arch 'by Charles Morgan, a Selma 
student leader. He said: “ This is 
te rrific . Selma w il l  never be the 
same. Everyone in  Selma is behind 
this movement.”

This is apparent in  the selective- 
buying d rive  being carried on 
against a ll bu t tw o o f the white- 
owned stores in  town. The drive 
was begun a fte r a meeting where 
people described the insu lting  
treatm ent they received in  the 
stores and a m in is te r to ld  how he 
had been manhandled in  one of 
them. Everyone agrees the drive  
is one hundred per cent effective.

The m arch d idn ’t  get o ff w ith ­
ou t incident. A  g ir l from  a no rth ­

any method of w arfare i t  th inks 
m ight be effective or wishes to 
tr y  out.

Commenting on the use of vom it 
gas, Senator Wayne Morse de­
clared: “ I t  is interesting to see 
how easy i t  is, once we depart 
from  the principles of in terna­
tiona l law , to vio late more and 
more o f them.”

A tom ic Weapons?
Even more ominous is the leak 

through a March 12 AP  dispatch 
from  Saigon tha t U.S. commanders 
are considering the use o f nu­
clear bombs. The dispatch reports 
a press b rie fing  by U.S. A rm y  
Chief o f Staff, Gen. H arold K . 
Johnson, a fte r a one-week inspec­
tion tr ip  o f the battle  areas. “ V a ri­
ous sources close to the Johnson 
mission,”  i t  said, “ have reported 
tha t items under study included 
comm itment of U.S. combat units, 
increased bombing o f N orth  V ie t­
nam and even the selection o f pos­
sible targets fo r nuclear bomb­
ing.”

As I .  F. Stone’s W eekly points 
out in  its March 22 issue, this 
report is “ in  accordance w ith  the 
policy o f leaking unpleasant news 
out in  advance ‘w ithou t a ttr ib u ­
tion ’ to test pub lic reaction.”  

M eanwhile President Johnson 
continues to escalate the war. The 
U.S. announced M arch 22 tha t its 
planes were now carry ing  out at­
tacks in  N orth  V ietnam  w hich are

not ca re fu lly  pre-planned and 
lim ited , bu t in  w h ich  p ilo ts f ly  
over N orth  Vietnamese roads at­
tacking anyth ing they th in k  is a 
m ilita ry  target. W ashington has 
also involved Thailand in  the w ar 
by using a U.S. a ir base there fo r  
the launching o f bombing attacks 
on both N orth  V ietnam  and Laos.

The U.S. m ilita ry  has clamped 
(Continued on Pagre 6)
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U. S. Troops Should 
Be Kept in Alabama

M artin  L u ther K ing

ern college was beaten by tw o 
whites when she a rrived in  town. 
A  male student had a hammer 
th row n at h im  and suffered face 
cuts. Leo Haley, of Boston Col­
lege, was beaten and cut w ith  a 
razor by whites a h a lf block from  
B row n ’s Chapel. A l l  o f. the in ­
cidents occurred in  the Negro sec­
tion  of town w h ile  the federal 
troops were present.

A  m in is te r was slugged by a 
(Continued on Page 3)

By B arry  Sheppard
M AR CH  24 —  The march from  

Selma to  Montgomery is a s ig n ifi­
cant v ic to ry  fo r the Negro freedom 
movement. The r ig h t to hold th is 
protest march was won over the 
opposition no t on ly of S heriff 
C lark, state storm-trooper com­
mander L ingo and Governor W al­
lace, bu t over the opposition of 
the federal government w hich at 
f irs t brought a ll sorts of pressure, 
inc lud ing  a court in junction , to 
prevent it.

The m ilitancy  of the Alabama 
Negroes, and the unprecedented 
wave of demonstrations through­
out the country supporting them 
and p u tting  the heat on the fed­
era l government, f in a lly  forced 
Johnson to pe rm it the march and 
to send federal troops to protect it.

The fact tha t the march wag 
realized against a ll the forces 
ranged against i t  proves tha t b lack 
America can make gains by d i­
recting the ir f ire  at the sources of 
power, especially the federal gov­
ernment. The march also sets a 
valuable precedent fo r fu tu re  dem­
onstrations and marches in  the 
South and fo r  compelling Wash­
ington to give them federal pro­
tection.

B u t w hat w il l  happen when this 
march is over, when the Northern 
supporters and w h ite  dignitaries

John Lewis

are gone, when the federal troops 
are pu lled out? W hat w il l  happen 
a fte r the petition  the marchers 
are ca rry ing  to the state capitol 
has been file d  in  the waste basket 
and the marchers disperse?

B lack people in  Alabam a w il l  
s t i l l  be subject to the “ m ercy”  
o f S he riff C lark, Colonel L ingo 
and Governor Wallace. A lthough

DETROIT PACIFIST'S ACT

Vietnam War Drove Her to Immolation
M ARCH 24 —  A lice  Herz, 82, is 

in  c ritica l condition in  D e tro it 
a fte r attem pting to  bu rn  herself 
to death on a busy D e tro it street 
corner M arch 16 to  protest the 
w a r d rive  o f the Am erican gov­
ernm ent in  Southeast Asia.

Mrs. Herz was bom  in  Germany, 
bu t fled  to escape the Nazis when 
they came to power. She and her 
daughter, Helga, f irs t w ent to 
France, and then made the ir way 
to th is country in  1943.

A  note found in  her pocketbook 
protested “ the use o f his h igh of­
fice by our President, L.B.J., in  
try in g  to w ipe out sm all nations . . .  
I  wanted to ca ll attention to this 
problem  . . .”

On M arch 19, the fo llow ing  
statement was introduced as a 
motion and voted unanim ously by 
the audience at the D e tro it F riday

N igh t Socialist Forum :
“ This act by Mrs. Herz, the 

most extreme act of an ind iv idua l, 
was a desperate attem pt on her 
pa rt to  arouse the people of this 
country from  the ir lethargic a tt i­
tude tow ard the great danger of 
w ar tha t threatens to destroy a ll 
m ankind.

“ She was better inform ed than 
most about w ha t is happening in  
the w o rld  today. She lived  longer 
and has seen more of the horrors 
o f human suffering. I t  was there­
fore possible fo r her to understand 
better than most o f us w ha t is 
happening in  V ietnam  today. That 
is w hy she chose —  in  the most 
conscious and deliberate way —  to 
w arn  us a ll o f the suffering, the 
devastation, the . sudden death 
w rought by the napalm  bombing 
in  South V ietnam  ordered by the

present adm inistration in  Wash­
ington.

“ There must be m illions  of peo­
ple in  our land today w ho feel 
vaguely tha t the w a r being waged 
by the Johnson adm in istra tion in  
V ietnam  is hideously im m oral. 
Mrs. Herz iden tified  w ith  the suf­
fe ring  o f the Vietnamese people 
and sought to b rin g  th e ir suffer­
ing  home to the people here in  
th is country.

“ We, gathered a t the F riday 
N igh t Socialist Forum , declare our 
so lida rity  w ith  Mrs. Herz’s revu l­
sion against Am erican po licy  in  
V ietnam. We pay tr ibu te  to the 
personal courage expressed in  her 
dram atic act. A nd  we pledge our­
selves to renewed efforts against 
the barbarous social system that 
provokes such acts o f desperation, 
b y  its v ic tim s."

the Negroes’ morale and fig h tin g  
s p ir it w i l l  be higher and th e ir 
movement strengthened, they w il l  
s t i l l  be second-class citizens sub­
ject to the b ru ta l and illega l vi*- 
olence of local and state au thori­
ties.

Negroes in  Alabama need fed­
era l troops not m erely to  protect 
the ir constitu tional r ig h t to pe ti­
tion  fo r five  days, bu t to protect 
a ll o f the ir constitu tional rights 
the year round. I t  is crysta l clear 
that the constitu tiona l righ ts o f 
Negroes in  Alabama cannot now 
be enforced w ithou t federal troops.

The demand should be raised 
fo r  a federal occupation of A la ­
bama. Federal authorities should 
im m ediate ly arrest S he riff C lark, 
Col. L ingo, Gov. Wallace and a ll 
o ther state and local o ffic ia ls  gu il­
ty  of denying Negroes th e ir rights. 
Moreover, the federal government 
should arm  and deputize A la ­
bama Negroes so tha t they can 
protect the ir own communities 
from  racist violence,

Voting Concession
The voting-rights b il l  proposed 

by Johnson was another conces­
sion forced by the protests over 
Selma. As A rth u r  K rock, the deem 
o f Washington correspondents, pu t 
i t  in  the M arch 23 New Y ork  
Times: “ The price demanded fo r 
suspending the current mass 
marching, trespassing and pros­
tra te  p icketing against vo ting  dis­
c rim ination  is s w ift Congressional 
approval of the President’s 1965 
equal-rights legislation. M r. John­
son urged the jo in t session to make 
th is payment.”

Johnson’s m otive was not and 
is not to  undo racia l in justice  —  
he views the voting-rights b i l l  as 
a “ payment,”  as something he had 
to give to stop the demonstrations 
aimed at h im . Johnson’s sensitiv­
i t y  to, as w e ll as his bitterness 
over, those demonstrations is re­
flected in  a com plaint by  one o f 
Johnson’s aides about how “ c iv il- 
rights leaders turned on h im  so 
viciously.”  (W a ll S treet Journal, 
M arch 23)

W hat sort o f a voting-rights law  
w il l  emerge from  Congress re ­
mains to be seen. Some o f the 
adm in istra tion b i l l ’s inadequacies 
are already becoming evident and 
attempts are under w ay to w ater 
i t  down. A  key question is w heth­
er i t  w i l l  make age and residency 
the sole qualifica tions fo r  voting, 

(Continued on Page 2 )

Selma to Montgomery 
—A Marcher's Report
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Dakota Students Hear Joe Johnson 
Explain Issues in Deportation Case

Joseph Johnson, Minneapolis- 
St, Paul organizer o f the Socialist 
Workers Party, addressed a meet­
ing o f 150 at Yankton College last 
week. Johnson, a native-born U.S. 
Citizen, had been inv ited  by the 
college’s Religious L ife  Commit­
tee to te ll about the Im m igra tion  
Service’s unprecedented attempt 
to deport h im  to some unspecified 
country. Yankton College is a 
sm all re lig ious ins titu tion  in  the 
fa n n in g  tow n of Yankton, South 
Dakota.

The news of the meeting caused 
much excitement, d iv id ing  the 
campus between those who de­
fended Johnson’s r ig h t to speak 
and those who fe lt tha t the gov­
ernm ent should deport a ll m ilita n t 
socialists. Because o f th is excite­
m ent there was standing room 
only, and not much of that, at the 
meeting held in  one of the larger 
campus halls.

A t th is  meeting the SWP 
spokesman w ent in to  deta il about 
the Im m igra tion  Service’s persecu­
tion and showed tha t he had 
never renounced his citizenship. 
He pointed out how his deporta­
tion w ould also constitute a form  
of cruel and unusual punishment 
and therefore vio late the E ighth 
Am endm ent to the U.S. Constitu­
tion.

Johnson described how, after
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being f irs t tr ied  and imprisoned 
as a U.S. citizen fo r d ra ft evasion, 
he now faces deportation as a 
stateless person. This con flic t and 
pyram id ing o f punishments is 
double jeopardy, he asserted.

The three-hour meeting ended 
w ith  Johnson te lling  about the 
form ation of a defense committee 
w h ich  is supporting his legal bat­
tle  to re ta in  his rights. A fte r the 
meeting a num ber o f students and 
professors came up to h im  to ex­
press support fo r his case. They 
also to ld  o f the ir e ffo rt to have 
the Yankton College Religious De­
partm ent sponsor the defense com­
m ittee.

Rights Panel
Johnson also partic ipated in  a 

live ly  panel discussion on c iv il 
righ ts  w hich was recorded fo r 
publication la te r in the college 
newspaper. D uring  the discussion 
Negro students dram atica lly  de­
scribed the d iscrim ination they 
faced in the town o f Yankton. For 
example, i t  is impossible fo r them 
to get a ha ircu t there so they 
must go to Sioux Falls, more than 
50 miles away. The Negro stu­
dents were the most vigorous in 
support of Johnson’s c iv il liberties 
and defended h im  against the at­
tacks o f the rig h t w ing.

Just before Johnson le ft Y ank­
ton College, a professor asked him  
to give his class a first-hand ac­
count of the federal prison system. 
A  large num ber of students beside 
the regular class attended the lec­
ture which was w e ll received.

Costa Ricans 
Get a Dose of 
Cuban Exiles

The U.S. government has cut 
o ff secret funds to Cuban counter­
revolutionaries being trained in 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, be­
cause they entered in to  a plot 
w ith  local righ tis ts  to overthrow  
the Costa Rican government. This 
unsavory and little-public ized sto­
ry  was reported by correspond­
ent Dan Kurzm an in the Wash­
ington Post.

“ The camp in  Costa Rica was 
ordered closed three weeks ago 
by authorities o f tha t country,”  
reports Kurzm an. “ E lim ina tion  
of the three bases tha t have been 
operating in  Nicaragua is expect­
ed to  s ign ify an end to exile  ef­
fo rts  to stage im portan t com­
mando raids on Cuba from  Cen­
tra l Am erican bases.”

The anti-Castro bases were run  
by the R evolutionary Recovery 
Movement (M RR ) headed by 
M anuel A rtim e , who also led the 
Bay of Pigs invasion in  1961 
fo r the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy.

Costa Ricans believe, according 
to Kurzm an, tha t the C IA  was 
supporting the tra in ing  activities 
and “ therefore should have pre­
vented the exiles from  p lo tting  
against the Costa Rican govern­
ment.”  The ha lt o f U.S. funds, he 
says, prevented a crisis in  U.S.— 
Costa Rican relations. “ Reports 
from  Costa Rica indicate that 
local righ tis ts  had been trained 
and armed at the Cuban exile 
camp in  preparation fo r  a coup 
m w hich government leaders were 
to be assassinated and replaced by 
a neo-Nazi d ictatorship.”

Last December, when Che Gue­
vara spoke before the UN General 
Assembly, he charged that. Costa 
Rica was one of the countries 
being used to tra in  Cuban counter­
revolutionaries. Costa Rican Pres­
ident Francisco O rlich  personally 
denied it. B u t since then, O rlich 
has had to eat his own words and 
close down tha t “ non-existent”  
camp before i t  closed h im  down.

Sartre Cancels Visit to U.S.
In Protest Over Vietnam War

By George Saunders
In  protest against the U.S. w ar 

in  Vietnam, Jean Paul Sartre, the 
famous French philosopher and 
w rite r, has canccled his speaking 
engagements in  the U.S. In  a 
March 17 cablegram, Sartre stated:

“ The politics of violence prac­
ticed in V ietnam by the U.S. gov­
ernment, w ith  the approval of the 
m a jo rity  of the Am erican people, 
constitutes fo r me a m ajor obstacle 
to m y coming to the U nited 
States.”

Sartre had been scheduled to 
give fiv e  lectures on ethics and 
h istory at Cornell U n ive rs ity  A p r il 
7-14 and to speak at the Poetry 
Center in  New Y ork  C ity  A p r il 25.

Sartre’s action has a certain 
value in  tha t i t  publicizes one 
more protest against W ashington’s 
brinkm anship  in  Vietnam. Un­
doubtedly i t  shocked some A m er­
icans in to  realization tha t the out­
side w o rld  blames them too fo r 
the Johnson adm in istra tion ’s ag­
gression in  Vietnam.

On the other hand, Sartre’s ac­
tion  is subject to critic ism . On the 
basis o f a G allup poll, w h ich  does 
not necessarily re flec t the true 
sentiments o f the population and 
which, in any case, is not perma­
nent, he despairs of the American 
people. I f  a m a jo rity  of A m eri­
cans do support the w ar in  V ie t­
nam, i t  is because o f the ir almost 
to ta l brainwashing by government, 
press, television, etc. I f  they can 
be to ld the true  story about that 
w a r and the: U.S. ro le in  it, many 
w i l l  be convinced . i t  is crim ina l 
and w il l  oppose it. To abandon 
the Am erican people to the Wash-

415 Subscribers Added 
To Rolls of The Militant

By K aro lyn  K erry
M AR CH  23 — W ell, we are o ff 

to a fly in g  start in  our spring 
campaign to add 3,500 new read­
ers to our M ilita n t subscription 
lis t. As o f th is date, e ight days 
a fte r the M arch 15 opening date 
of the in troducto ry  sub drive, we 
are able to record 415 new sub­
scriptions received.

I t  seems that, among other 
things, weather is an im portan t 
factor in  getting new subs. We 
have, fo r  example, received a le t­
te r from  M ike of the T w in  Cities 
(Minneapolis-St. Paul) expla in ing 
w hy  they were sending us “ on ly”  
20 in troducto ry  subs. Enclosed 
was a newspaper c lipp ing  report­
ing the tem perature in  Minnesota 
at 18 degrees below zero w ith  
w inds up to 75 m iles per hour 
p ilin g  snow drifts chin-high in  
some places. Such conditions, we 
must adm it, are no small handi­
cap. This leads us to conjecture 
tha t some other areas, not yet 
heard from , m ight have been 
lu lle d  in to  a s p ir it o f lethargy 
from  an overdose of spring sun­
shine.

AS a fo llow-up on the point 
made last week about the w orld  
im pact o f The M ilita n t —  we re­
ceived th is week a le tte r from  an 
Ita lia n  publish ing house asking us 
fo r a ll the m ateria l available by 
Malcolm  X. They w rite : “ We have 
in  m ind transla ting and publish­
ing some o f M alcolm  X ’s speeches.

This leader of the Negro move­
ment was very popular in  Ita ly . 
We have already translated (from  
The M ilita n t, Sept. 14, 1964) his 
statement on the choice between 
Johnson and G oldw ater and his 
last speech to the M ilita n t Labor 
Forum  (Jan. 6, 1965) fo r the 
magazine o f the young Ita lian  
Communists, La C ittà  F u tu ra .”  

And from  Canada: “ I  have ad­
m ired your newspaper fo r quite 
some tim e but your excellent a r­
tic le  on the death o f M alcolm  X  
assured you of another sub­
scriber.”

Scoreboard
Area Quota Subs
Boston 275 8
Chicago 500 15
Cleveland 175 60
Denver 100 9
D etro it 500 150
Oakland 250 —

Los Angeles — . 6
M ilwaukee 100 2
Newark 200 3
New Y ork 500 131
Philadelphia 250 1
St. Louis 15 3
San Diego 50 —
San Francisco 100 3
Seattle '  75 —
T w in  Cities 175 20
General 4

Total to
March 23 3,265 415

... Keep Troops in Alabama

ington warmakers and the ir prop­
aganda hire lings amounts to g iv ­
ing  up a battle  before i t  has been 
fought out.

Sartre could have registered a 
fa r more te lling  protest by com­
ing here and speaking out against 
the V ietnam  war. That w ould have 
brought h im  attacks by the capi­
ta lis t press and possibly cancella­
tion of his visa. B u t i t  w ould cer­
ta in ly  have helped awaken Am er­
icans to the enorm ity of the ir gov­
ernm ent’s crimes in  V ietnam and 
strengthened the opposition which 
already exists here.

Student Opposition
Perhaps Sartre is unaware of 

the emphatic opposition already 
expressed by U.S. student and 
facu lty  groups; of the slogan raised 
by c iv il-righ ts  m ilitan ts  during 
the recent massive demonstrations 
— “ Out of Saigon, In to  Selma!” ; 
o f the protests by peace groups 
and radical organizations. Perhaps 
he did not know his v is it would 
have coincided w ith  the A p r il 17 
M arch on Washington to End the 
W ar in  Vietnam, called by Stu­
dents fo r a Democratic Society 
(SDS) and supported by many 
youth, facu lty, peace groups, and 
others.

Sartre opposed France’s d ir ty  
wars in  V ietnam  and A lgeria ; he 
denounced the K re m lin ’s suppres­
sion of the Hungarian Revolution; 
he defends the Cuban Revolution. 
H is protest against the U.S. w ar 
on V ietnam adds to that honorable 
record. Delivered in  person in  the 
U.S., his protest w ould have had 
an even greater effect.

(Continued from  Page 1)
as Negroes are demanding. B u t at 
best, setting up the la w ’s m achin­
ery and enforcing i t  w il l  be a 
time-consuming process — and i t  
w il l  take federal registrars backed 
by federal troops to do it.

Though the W hite House and 
capita lis t power structure were 
forced by unprecedented pressure 
to grant concessions, they have 
already begun a counter-offensive 
to weaken and b lu n t the Negro 
freedom movement. The most 
ominous aspect of th is is a cal­
culated attem pt to sp lit the move­
ment by red-baiting and attacking 
its most m ilita n t w ing.

In  a feature called “ Inside Re­
port: Danger From the L e ft,”
Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 
in  the M arch 18 New Y ork  Herald  
Tribune  say: “ W hile  successfully 
forc ing an emergency voting- 
rights b ill, M artin  Lu the r K ing  
surrendered valuable ground to 
L e ftis t extrem ists in  th e ir drive 
fo r control of the c iv il-righ ts 
movement.

“ The sad tru th  is tha t D r. K ing  
at times abdicated command o f the 
Selma, A la., demonstrations to 
John Lew is and James Forman, 
the tw o hot-headed extrem ists who 
lead the Student N onvio lent Co­
ord inating Committee . . . And 
there is no doubt whatever tha t 
SNCC [SNCC] is substantia lly in ­
filtra te d  by beatniks, Left-w ing 
revolutionaries and —  worst of all 
—  by Communists.”

And on March 21, the same 
paper carried th is threatening 
news: “ From  Washington, too,
hints are emerging tha t the Justice 
Departm ent has its own reserva­
tions about some of the Snicks — 
allegations in  columns by some of 
the newspaper pundits there, fo r 
instance, tha t the movement is 
in filtra te d  by po litica l radicals. 
There are rumors, too, tha t should 
leaders like  Dr. K in g  disavow the 
Snicks the government m igh t move 
in  on them .”

On M arch 20 the Associated 
Press sent out on its national w ire  
an account o f a speech at a 
NAACP ra lly  in  P ittsburgh by 
Rabbi R. L . Rubenstein, recently 
returned from  Alabama, attack­
ing the SNCC leaders as “ revolu­
tionaries”  out to cause trouble 
ra ther than to advance the cause 
o f c iv il rights.

The M arch 22 N. Y. Times car­
ries an artic le  headed “ A ide of

Dr. K ing  Scores Student R ights 
Group,”  w hich reports a sermon 
by Rev. Jefferson P. Rogers o f 
K in g ’s Southern C hristian Leader­
ship Conference. Rogers attacked 
the “ irrespons ib ility ”  o f some m il­
itants, and a “ foolish k ind  o f 
radicalism .”

The W hite House w ou ld  like  to 
sp lit K in g ’s movement from  the 
more m ilita n t SNCC, because i t  
prefers to deal w ith  more “ reason­
able”  leaders i t  can make deals 
w ith . I f  i t  can succeed in  exacer­
bating the differences between 
K in g  and SNCC, i t  hopes to de­
stroy the la tte r w hich is the 
movement’s cu tting  edge.

I t  is SNCC w hich has been in  
Selma fo r three years bu ild ing  up 
the voter-registration movement. 
SNCC was the d riv in g  force be­
h ind the Selma demonstrations, 
and the force w hich pushed the 
fu rthest against Johnson. I t  was 
SNCC w hich organized the dem­
onstrations around —  and even 
in  —  the W hite House, pu tting  the 
heat d irec tly  on Johnson.

I f  the more conservative w ing  
o f the Negro movement succumbs 
to the pressure to red-bait and 
attack SNCC, and break the 
movement’s un ity , the on ly gainers 
w il l  be the defenders of the status 
quo of inequa lity  fo r Negroes.

NEW  YORK

Folk Concert

John Hammond, Jr.
Danny Kalb 
Quartet
Judy Roderick

Sat., April 3
8:00 p.m.

Empire Hotel 
B'way & 63rd St.

donation $2

Proceeds to the Committee to 
Aid the Bloomington Students
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SELMA SOLIDARITY ACTIONS

Protests Were Widespread and Militant
Mrs. Hamer: This Is a Great Society?

“I f  this is a great society, then I ’d hate to Live in  a bad 
one,” declared Fannie Lou H am er of the Mississippi Freedom  
Democratic P arty  at a ra lly  in  San Francisco M arch 20.

Mrs. H am er said that she had listened to President 
Johnson when he made his speech on voting rights. “W hat 
I  can’t understand,” she said, “is how come there is the  
voting law  in  the 15th Am endm ent that was passed in  1870 
and he has done nothing about it .”

She criticized middle-class Negroes and whites who, she
said, had no power. “The  
w hite  grass-roots people 
have to stand up and say 
that no one person is going 
to determ ine the destiny 
of the Am erican people.”  
W hat is needed, she said, 
“is a change not only in  
Mississippi and A labam a  
but righ t here in  San 
Francisco.”

M rs. H am er added, “I ’m  
not fighting f o r  equal 
rights —  I ’m  fighting  fo r  
hum an dignity. I f  I  were  
equal to a Mississippian, 
I ’d be a k ille r  —  a m u r­
derer.”

She also cited a telegram  
she had sent to Johnson 
demanding that he pu ll 
U.S. troops out of V ietnam  

and send them to Alabam a  
Fannie Lou H am er to  P ro tect the rights of

Negroes.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  — Two dem­
onstrations in support o f the strug­
gle in  Alabama were held in  th is 
c ity  by students from  March 11- 
15. Students from  the U n ivers ity  
o f Pennsylvania, Temple U., 
Cheney State College, L inco ln  U., 
and B ryn  M aw r College were 
jo ined by CORE and Friends of 
SNCC in  a sit-in at the offices of 
O ’Keefe, the Philadelphia repre­
sentative o f the A tto rney  General, 
on M arch 11.

Robert Brand, chairman of the 
U. of Penn N AACP chapter, led 
a group of 23 students in to 
O ’Keefe’s office at 2:30 in  the a ft­
ernoon. The students demanded 
federal protection fo r Negroes in 
Selma. O’Keefe met the group and 
asked tha t they not d isrup t the 
business o f his office. Brand re­
p lied tha t u n til protection was 
provided fo r the rights of Selma’s 
citizens, the “ business”  of the Jus­
tice Departm ent was meaningless.

A t 5 p.m. federal o ffic ia ls  depu­
tized 50 Philadelphia policemen, 
detectives, and civil-disobedience 
squad men as federal marshals. 
W hen the sit-inners refused to 
leave the office, they were carried 
out o n ‘ stretchers by the hastily- 
inducted “ marshals”  and dumped 
in to  the street —  where a picket 
l in e  o f- 150 people had formed. 
Unable to gain re-entry in to  the 
bu ild ing , the demonstrators le ft 
to  plan other actions.

The next day, at 10 a.m., about 
a dozen students, m ostly from  
the U n ive rs ity  o f Pennsylvania, 
marched in to  Independence H a ll 
and sat down around the L ib e rty  
B e ll. The ir lea fle t demanded fed­
era l protection fo r Selma’s Ne-

(Continued from  Page 1) 
bystander w h ile  we were march­
in g  out o f town.

S heriff James C la rk  saw the 
marchers o ff and to ld reporters 
the bystanders showed “ great re­
s tra in t.”  He confided tha t “ one- 
quarter of the marchers are Com­
m unist and one-quarter pro-Com- 
m unist.”  He d idn ’t say w hat the 
others were.

Cars pass us on the highway 
w ith  signs bearing racia l epithets. 
Tw ice planes have dropped leaf­
le ts over the line of march asking 
funds fo r the three men being 
held in the m urder o f Rev. Reeb. 
A  w hite  high school along the 
route was fly in g  a racist Citizens 
Council flag  beneath the A m eri­
can flag.

I  have interviewed some whites 
along the way and they were a ll 
hostile to the marchers. I  stopped 
o ff to ta lk  to about 20 w hite  
workers bu ild ing  a cotton m ill. 
The in te rv iew  ran something like  
this.

Q. Should Negroes be allowed 
to vote in  Alabama?

A. They can. B u t not these Com- 
munist-led ones.

Q. Do you th in k  the marchers 
are Communist-controlled?

A. They’re not from  Alabama.
Q. You mean the whites?
A. No, a ll of them.
Negro farm ers along the way 

are somewhat cautious in  ta lk ing  
to a w h ite  reporter, bu t th e ir sen­
tim en t is clear. One e lderly man 
on a bleak s trip  of land tha t looked 
ju s t about w orth  the $95 a year 
ren t he said he pays fo r  it ,  com­
mented tersely about the march: 
“ I ’m  a ll fo r it . ”

A  fa rm er about ten miles out of 
Selma said: “ I t ’s he ll here. They 
should pay equal fo r black and 
w h ite .”  He said the march was 
“ very good”  and “ I t ’s about tim e.”

B u t w h ile  Negroes along the 
w ay are a b it shy in  ta lk ing  to 
newsmen, they are expressing how 
they feel about the march in  the 
most insp iring  way.

A ll  along the route, except fo r 
the rea lly  deserted areas, Negroes 
from  nearby farm s gather in  clus­
ters o f ten and 15 to cheer the 
marchers.

groes. B y mid-afternoon the ir num ­
ber had grown: a picket line of 75 
people marched outside w h ile  45 
others sat around the historic bell. 
The offic ia ls conceded the sit- 
inners’ rig h t to stay as long as 
they did not d isrup t the regular 
tours o f the b irthplace of the 
Declaration of Independence and 
the U.S. Constitution, o f whose 
“ disrupted”  provisions the stu­
dents were demanding enforce­
ment.

The sit-inners decided to stay 
through the n igh t in  the unheated 
bu ild ing. They constituted them­
selves a planning body fo r the 
actions of the next day and jo in t ly  
w rote a statement condemning 
President Johnson’s “ I-won’t-be- 
blackjacked”  statement. The state­
m ent was mimeographed that 
n igh t and copies were given to 
newsmen. Quotations from  i t  ap­
peared in  the papers the next 
day.

On the fo llow ing  day, Saturday, 
the sit-inners continued to sit-in 
and the pickets continued to p ick ­
et. B y  th is  tim e th e ir numbers 
had grown to 250. That n igh t 28 
students sat and slept in  the 
cramped and ch illy  bell tow er of 
the hall. A fte r a meeting w hich 
lasted in to  the early hours of the 
morning, i t  was decided to te rm i­
nate the sit-in at 2 p.m. Sunday 
to jo in  other protests.

A fte r 52 hours of sitting-in , the 
students were confronted w ith  the 
task of ra ising about $900 in 
response to an A tlan ta  SNCC ap­
peal to get students to M ont­
gomery, Alabama, fo r the demon­
strations there. That evening there 
was a jazz concert in  tow n fea-

Several times the parade has 
halted as groups of Negroes rushed 
out onto the road to hug Dr. K ing  
who is leading the march along 
w ith  John Lewis, chairman of the 
Student Nonvio lent Coordinating 
Committee.

One old man, w a lk ing  w ith  a 
cane, jo ined the line and proudly 
marched alongside of K in g  fo r a 
good h a lf m ile.

A t one po in t we almost stopped 
fo r a pray-in. A  group of young­
sters came out to greet us from  a 
rea lly  dilapidated Negro church 
that also serves as the local school. 
Andrew  Young, an aide to Dr. 
K ing , to ld  them: “ In  a few years 
Uncle Sam w il l  send you to fig h t 
in  Asia fo r the w hite  folks. You 
should start figh ting  fo r freedom 
r ig h t here and now.”

He proposed that a ll the march­
ers stop fo r prayer in  fro n t of 
the beat-up school to call atten­
tion to its condition. Im m ediately 
some of the Justice Department 
o ffic ia ls  who are at the head of 
the line  of march said noth ing 
doing. Young wanted to go ahead 
anyway, bu t then K ing  to ld him  
not to.

K in g  has tremendous authority. 
Young activists in  SNCC and in 
his own Southern C hristian Lead­
ership Conference are c ritica l of 
his moderating influence on the 
struggle bu t i t  is clear that among 
the mass of the people who have 
recently become active ly involved 
in  the figh t, he is the liv in g  em­
bodiment of the Movement.

The marchers subscribe to the 
tactic o f non-violence. B u t i t  is a 
practical, not a philosophical con­
cept fo r them. They are not in  
any sacrific ia l mood. They feel 
they are w inn ing. There is no i l lu ­
sion tha t the march is going to 
get Gov. Wallace to do w hat they 
w ant. B u t there is a strong feeling- 
the Movement is gaining ground. 
They feel th e ir communities are 
going to be better places to live  in.

Alphonse Moore, 14, the young­
est o f nine children, and a par­
tic ipan t in  the March 7 parade 
tha t was smashed by C la rk ’s posse, 
to ld  me he d idn ’t  th in k  the march 
w ould get much immediate results, 
bu t he said, “ I f  we get the vote

tu ring  Duke E llington. A  quick 
call was made, and Duke E llington 
gave the now exhausted bu t s till 
enthusiastic students a check fo r 
$100 and an opportun ity to take 
a collection from  the audiences 
at both evening jazz shows. They 
collected more than $700.

LOS ANGELES, M arch 14 —  
Citizens here responded to events 
in  Selma by staging the biggest 
c iv il-righ ts demonstration in  the 
c ity ’s h istory. Over 7,000 people 
marched on the Federal B u ild ing  
last Saturday in  defiance o f a 
court in junction  banning demon­
strations on federal property. The 
mass march climaxed a week of 
continuous demonstrations in  sup­
po rt o f the Negro struggle.

Tuesday a group o f pickets led 
by CORE sat in  the corrido r out­
side the office of U.S. A tto rney 
M anuel Real. They demanded 
federal action to protect Negro 
voters in  the South. When U.S. 
deputies fo rc ib ly  removed 15 
demonstrators, another 40 took 
the ir places. This maneuver was 
fac ilita ted  when an overloaded 
elevator crammed w ith  deputies 
rushing to the scene got stuck be­
tween floors. Outside the bu ild ing  
a uniform ed Nazi who attempted 
to parade before the pickets was 
chased off.

Wednesday a large group of 
demonstrators marched in  fron t 
of the Federal Bu ild ing. Deputies 
closed the doors to prevent pickets 
from  entering. This also barred 
witnesses and others having busi­
ness in  the bu ild ing . Court ses­
sions were halted, w h ile  deputies 
waded in to  picket lines and ar-

we’l l  get r id  of S he riff C la rk.”. -
There’s a hesitantly favorable 

attitude tow ard President Johnson. 
Nobody’s bu ild ing  h im  up as a big 
fr iend  of c iv il rights. B u t every­
one’s glad he took a stand in  favor 
of voting rights and tha t he made 
troops available to protect the 
march.

B u t above a ll else, there’s the 
overrid ing  feeling tha t the Move­
ment is going to change things.

Socialist Nominees 
Focus on Rights in 
Los Angeles Race

LOS ANGELES —  Oscar G. 
Coover, candidate fo r mayor, and 
Irv in g  K irsch, candidate fo r  Board 
o f Education O ffice Six, both of 
whom are endorsed by the Social­
ist W orkers Party, have been call­
ing on this c ity ’s labor movement 
to declare a 24-hour general s trike  
in  support o f the struggle of the 
Negro people in Selma, Alabama.

Campaign leaflets, d istributed by 
the candidates in  the ir da ily  visits 
to the picket lines and sleep-downs 
carried on by supporters of the 
Selma struggle, fo r 12 days in  
fro n t of the Federal B u ild ing, de­
clared: “ Free Alabama Now.
Establish lib e rty  and equa lity  at 
home; No intervention abroad. The 
enemy is here. Send the marines 
to Selma not Vietnam. Declare a 
24-hour general s trike .”

The SWP-endorsed candidates 
recalled the famous union ra lly ing  
cry: “ An in ju ry  to one is an in ­
ju ry  to a ll,”  and urged that labor 
shut down Los Angeles fo r a day 
to “ express the so lidarity  o f a ll 
women and men w ith  the Negroes 
in the ir struggle fo r  libera tion .”

In  his campaign speeches Coover 
has been re la ting a conversation 
he overheard on the Federal B u ild ­
ing picket line  w hich w e ll ex­
plains the adm inistration attitude 
on c iv il rights. One picket said he 
was glad Johnson had seen the 
lig h t about Selma; another re­
torted tha t Johnson hadn’t  seen 
the lig h t bu t fe lt the heat.

rested demonstrators. When mail- 
truck  drivers hesitated to go 
through a picket line  around the 
post office park ing  lo t, more 
pickets were hauled away.

A  to ta l of 101 were arrested 
tha t day. A  bus loaded w ith  ar­
rested pickets was tem porarily  
halted when two demonstrators 
lay down in  fro n t of it.

Thursday eight U.S. judges, 
whose courts are in  the Federal 
B u ild ing, issued an unprecedented 
in junction  fo rb idd ing  “ a ll p icket­
ing, parading, lo ite ring , unw ar­
ranted assembly, singing, cheer­
ing, sit-in and lie-in a c tiv ity .”  This 
in junction  included not only every 
pa rt of the bu ild ing ’s in te rio r, but 
space outside as w ell.

Despite th is sweeping in junc ­
tion, leaders of the Saturday 
march decided to hold the ir dem­
onstration on the steps of the 
Federal B u ild ing . Leaders of the 
Council o f Churches o f Southern 
C a liforn ia  and the United C iv il 
R ights Council, sponsors of the 
march, declared tha t the protest 
was directed to the federal gov­
ernment so the Federal Bu ild ing  
was the on ly proper site fo r the 
demonstration.

In  the face o f 7,000 people 
massed before the bu ild ing, the 
federal authorities made no move 
to enforce the in junction, a copy 
of which hung from  the door 
of the bu ild ing, to ta lly  eclipsed 
by the huge crowd in fron t of 
it.

M any o f the speakers at the 
ra lly  struck a ve ry  m ilita n t note. 
Norman Houston, local president 
of the NAACP, declared tha t the 
“ black man w il l  fig h t violence 
w ith  violence and go underground 
i f  necessary.”  M any of the picket 
signs linked the violence in  the 
South and U.S. in tervention in 
Vietnam. Several signs said, 
“ B ring  U.S. Troops Home From 
Vietnam and Send Them to A la ­
bama!”

SAN FRANCISCO —  One week 
of unprecedented demonstrations 
in  the Bay Area was climaxed 
on M arch 20 by the appearance 
of the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
chief associate of M a rtin  Lu ther 
K ing, at a march and ra lly  spon­
sored jo in t ly  by the Women fo r 
Peace and the new ly  formed Men 
fo r Peace. The march wound 
through the downtown streets of 
San Francisco and up to the fro n t 
steps o f C ity  H a ll.

Rev. Abernathy to ld the 500 or 
more demonstrators: “ I f  our c iv il­
ization is to survive and America 
is to prosper then we must eradi­
cate once and fo r  a ll the e v il sys­
tem o f d iscrim ination and segre­
gation in  th is supposed land of

the free and home of the brave.”  
Unless this is done, he warned, 
th is nation w il l  end up on the 
“ ju n kp ile  of tim e and e te rn ity .”

Fannie Lou H am er-o f the M is­
sissippi Freedom Democratic 
P arty  ended her b rie f address by 
describing a telegram she had 
sent President Johnson ca lling  fo r  
tak ing  the troops out o f V ietnam  
and sending them to Alabama in ­
stead. H er concluding rem arks 
were a fin a l' note o f the double- 
edged theme of violence in  the 
South and in  V ietnam  th a t -is 
being waged by a country w hich 
boasts of its  defense o f freedom 
at home and abroad.

As M ario  Savio, leader of the 
Free Speech Movement at thé 
U n ive rs ity  of C aliforn ia, had re­
minded the thousands who had 
gathered in  fro n t of the Federal 
B u ild ing  in  San Francisco one 
week earlier: “ The same people 
who are against freedom of speech 
at the U n ive rs ity  of C a lifo rn ia  are 
the same people who are denying 
the people of V ietnam  the r ig h t 
to control the ir own government 
and they’re the same people who 
are denying the vote to the Ne­
groes of Selma.”

DENVER — The Friends of 
SNCC has moved to the fo re fron t 
of the c iv il-righ ts movement here 
in three demonstrations. On March 
10 SNCC held a five-and-one-half 
hour sit-in at the local F B I office. 
The demonstrators sang and 
chanted.

Two days later, SNCC members 
chained themselves to the p illa rs  
of the U.S. Post O ffice in  freez­
ing, snowing weather fo r tw o 
hours. This time they used loud­
speakers to chant.

On March 14, a mass march of
4,500 to 5,000 people was organ­
ized by SNCC, CORE and NAACP. 
This was the largest c iv il-righ ts 
demonstration in  the c ity ’s his­
tory, and ended w ith  a mass ra lly .

YELLO W  SPRINGS, Ohio y -  
Despite inclement weather, dem­
onstrations in  sympathy w ith  the 
Selma c iv il-righ ts  movement were 
held throughout th is pa rt o f south­
western Ohio on Sunday, M arch 
14.

In  Columbus, the state capital,
4.500 people demonstrated, and
2.500 came out in  Springfie ld. 
M iddletown, Youngstown and Y e l­
low  Springs each had demonstra­
tions of some 300 persons. There 
was also a demonstration in  
Xenia.

Columbus demonstrators carried 
signs asking “ How many deaths 
w il l  i t  take?”  and declaring 
“ Selma —  you have disgraced 
Am erica.”

... Marching from Selma to Montgomery

Mrs. Hamer: This Is a Great Society?
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B y George B reitm an
[The second of two installments 

of the text of a speech delivered 
at the Friday Night Socialist Fo­
rum  in  D etroit on March 5, 1965.]

N ext is the question of race. 
Here M alcolm  made a ve ry  pro­
nounced change in  his th ink ing. 
P a rtly  through the influence of 
Islam, a re lig ion  w hich views and 
treats a ll races alike, and p a rtly  
through his contact w ith  revo lu­
tionaries in  many countries, he 
th rew  overboard the whole B lack 
M uslim  m ythology about superior 
and in fe rio r races and its  doctrine 
about inherent ev il and degener­
acy in  a w h ite  skin.

Repudiating racism in  a ll forms, 
he resolved to judge men and 
movements on the basis of the ir 
deeds, no t the ir color o r race. 
Deeds, not words; and he was 
p re tty  shrewd about distinguish­
ing between the two, as in  the 
case o f w h ite  libera ls (o r black 
liberals, fo r tha t m a tte r). He de­
veloped an h istorica l approach to 
racism. He knew Am erican whites 
had been conditioned, miseducated 
and infected on race worse than 
most European whites, fo r ex­
ample, and he remained more on 
guard w ith  Americans. He d is tin ­
guished in  s im ila r w ay between 
the older and younger w h ite  gen­
erations in  America.

W hen Young Socialist A lliance 
leaders in terviewed h im  and asked 
w ha t he considered to be the 
cause of race prejudice, he d idn ’t 
give anyth ing resembling the 
B lack M uslim  position. “ Ignorance 
and greed,”  he replied. A  scien­
t i f ic  socialist o f any race m igh t 
tu rn  the three words around, say­
ing  “ Greed and ignorance,”  and 
m ig h t expand on the theme at 
greater length, bu t w ould no t say 
anyth ing essentially d ifferent. 
“You can’t  have capita lism  w ith ­
ou t racism,”  he said on an earlier 
occasion.

M alcolm  had been abroad be­
fore his break w ith  Muhammad, 
b u t only b rie fly , carry ing  out 
assignments fo r Muhammad, not 
on his own. B u t a fte r the break 
in  1964 he traveled to and through 
A fr ica  and the Mideast twice, 
spending almost h a lf o f his re­
m ain ing life  abroad — studying, 
searching, discussing, learning, 
seeking help and g iv ing it.  And 
when he returned he was not jus t 
a sympathizer of the colonial rev ­
o lution, bu t a staunch in te rna tion ­
alist, on the side of the oppressed 
and explo ited masses of the w orld  
against th e ir oppressors and ex­
ploiters, whose centra l foun ta in - 
head he recognized to be U.S. im ­
peria lism , the dom inant force in 
v iha t he called the in ternationa l 
power structure. No one in  the 
w o rld  denounced the U.S. ro le in 
the  Congo more fo rce fu lly  and 
effective ly.

One purpose of his tr ips  was, 
o f course, to  m obilize A frican  
support behind the pro ject to pu t 
the U.S. government on tr ia l in  
the U nited Nations fo r the con­

tinued oppression of American 
Negroes, w ith  w h ich  he had 
lim ited  success. B u t the State De­
partm ent credited him, or ra ther 
blamed him , fo r a good p a rt of 
the strong stand against U.S. im ­
peria lism  taken by A frica n  na­
tions in  the UN at the tim e of 
the latest atrocities in  the Congo. 
As he knew, the C IA  and s im ila r 
agencies take an in terest in  w hat 
the State Departm ent doesn’t  like. 
Those who heard h im  in  D e tro it 
the week before his m urder knew 
about his hope to un ite  the many 
m illions of the oppressed in  L a tin  
Am erica and the Caribbean to­
gether w ith  th e ir A fro -A m erican  
brothers and sisters against the ir 
common explo iter.

So he was simultaneously 
broadening his horizons and zero­
ing in  on American im peria lism  
—  this product o f the segregat­
ed, locked-in ghetto who broke 
through and over the w a lls  of na­
tiona l boundary and race to be­
come an in te rnationa lis t; th is in ­
te rnationalist who adm ired John 
K illens ’ de fin ition  o f a pa trio t: 
“ D ig n ity  was his country, M an­
hood was his government, and 
Freedom was his land.”

In  the area of po litica l action 
M alcolm  was also fa r  ahead of 
the B lack Muslims. That d idn ’t 
take much doing, since they ab­
stain fro m  politics. He favored 
Negroes organizing p o lit ica lly  and 
runn ing  and electing the ir own 
candidates, and d riv in g  out of o f­
fice black stooges of the m ajor 
parties. He partic ipated in  a H a r­
lem conference on independent 
po litica l action tw o months before 
his death.

B u t his position on politics was 
la rge ly general. He said he found 
some good in  w ha t the Freedom 
Now P arty  was doing, and w h ile  
he was in  A frica  last summer he 
b r ie fly  gave consideration to an 
o ffe r tha t he ru n  on the M ichigan 
FNP ticke t fo r  the U.S. Senate; 
he decided instead to rem ain in  
A frica  longer. However, he never 
a ffilia te d  w ith  the FNP, fo r rea­
sons not discussed p u b lic ly ; m ay­
be he thought the FNP was 
prem ature or launched w ithou t 
su ffic ien t groundw ork on too nar­
row  a basis.

B u t w h ile  his th ink ing  on pol­
itics was s til l in  a process of de­
velopment, and uncompleted, 
there was noth ing general or ten­
ta tive  about his a ttitude  to the 
cap ita lis t parties and the tw o - 
pa rty  system. To h im  they were 
both enemies o f the Negro people, 
cu rren tly  as w e ll as h is to rica lly , 
and neither m erited an io ta of 
support from  Negroes. He had 
nothing b u t contempt fo r the 
Communist P a rty ’s support of 
Johnson in  1964.

W hile  he d id  not endorse C lif­
ton DeBerry, the Socialist W ork­
ers P a rty  candidate fo r president, 
he did attack both of D eBerry’s 
m ajor opponents; and in  his own 
way made i t  easier fo r DeBerry 
to get a hearing from  H arlem  au­
diences, thus ind icating a measure

of sympathy. He said he w ould be 
w illin g  under certain conditions 
to consider runn ing  as an inde­
pendent candidate fo r m ayor of 
New Y ork  against the Democratic 
and Republican candidates in 
1965. In  terms of the po litica l 
spectrum he stood on the radical 
side, although he had not reached 
strong conclusions about how  to 
organize independent black p o lit­
ical power.

The speech Malcolm  had started 
to make when he was shot down 
was to deal w ith  the program  of 
the Organization o f A fro -A m e r­
ican U n ity , and o f the m ilita n t 
black movement generally. We 
know tha t he had been th ink ing  
about the question o f “ alliances,”  
the question of the independent 
Negro movement’s relations w ith  
other forces in  th is  country, and 
tha t he had circulated among 
other O AAU  leaders lite ra tu re  
dealing w ith  some aspects o f th is 
subject.

Even i f  we did not know  that, 
i t  w ould be logical to  assume 
tha t he w ould touch on th is  ques­
tion, because no organization de­
fines itse lf and c la rifies its  own 
program and perspectives w ithou t 
simultaneously defin ing its re la ­
tions to its enemies and its friends, 
present o r potential. Now we may 
never know  where his th ink ing  
had led h im  on th is point, and can 
only speculate. B u t even specula­
tion  can be oriented by some de­
fin ite  facts.

A t his f irs t press conference 
last March, Malcolm  had th is to 
say on the question of alliances:

Basis fo r U n ity
“ W hites can help us, b u t they 

can’t  jo in  us. There can be no 
b lack-w h ite  u n ity  u n til there is 
f irs t some black un ity . There can 
be no workers’ so lida rity  u n til 
there is f irs t some rac ia l so lidari­
ty. We cannot th in k  o f un iting  
w ith  others, u n til we have firs t 
united among ourselves.”

This, as I  pointed out at that 
time, is not the statement of a 
man cla im ing tha t b lack and w hite  
w orking-class so lida rity  is un­
necessary, or tha t i t  is impossible. 
On the contrary, i t  is the state­
ment of a man exp la in ing one of 
the conditions through w hich 
w orkers’ so lidarity  m ay be 
achieved on a broad and durable 
basis. And i f  I  m ay quote m y­
self fo r one more sentence, I  
noted:

“ Revolutionary socialists w il l  
certa in ly  agree [w ith  M alco lm ] 
tha t a m eaningful and m u tua lly  
beneficial labor-Negro alliance 
w il l  not be forged u n til the Ne­
gro people are organized inde­
pendently and strongly enough, 
num erica lly  and ideologically, to 
assure tha t th e ir interests cannot 
be subordinated or sold out by the 
other partner or partners in  any 
alliance.”

The subject m ust have come up 
often during  his subsequent 
travels abroad, where his ideas 
were strongly influenced during  
his last year. B u t he stuck to his 
position. When he spoke at a 
M ilita n t Labor Forum  panel in  
New Y o rk  last May, he said:

“ In  m y recent travels in to  the 
A frica n  countries and others, i t  
was impressed' upon me the im ­
portance o f having a w ork ing  u n i­
ty  among a ll peoples, black as 
w e ll as w hite. B u t the on ly way 
this is going to be brought about 
is the Negroes have to be in  u n ity  
firs t.”

So fa r as I  have been able to 
learn, tha t remained M alcolm ’s 
position to the end. He was not 
opposed to alliances w ith  other 
forces, inc lud ing labor, provided 
they were the r ig h t k inds of a l­
liances and provided the Negro 
pa rt o f the alliance was independ­
ently  organized, so tha t i t  could 
guard against betrayal by  being 
able to p u ll out o f any alliance 
tha t w ent bad.

There is no doubt w hatever in  
m y m ind tha t M alcolm  w ould 
have favored an independent mass

black movement m aking alliances 
w ith  a radicalized mass labor 
movement when conditions p ro ­
duced tw o such components fo r 
an alliance. I  have no doubt about 
i t  because he was w illin g , even 
now, in  the absence of tw o such 
mass movements, to collaborate 
w ith  radical whites under certain 
conditions. A  man w illin g  to col­
laborate w ith  num erica lly weak 
radical forces, as I  w il l  try  to 
show M alcolm  was, w ould  have 
to be out of his m ind not to col­
laborate w ith  mass radical forces. 
A nd whatever the N.Y. Times and 
Muhammad Speaks say, Malcolm 
was not out o f his mind.

N ext le t us consider b rie fly  M a l­
colm ’s attitudes to capitalism  and 
socialism. In  the Young Socialist 
in te rv iew  he stated:

“ I t  is impossible fo r capitalism 
to survive, p r im a rily  because the 
system of capita lism  needs some 
blood to suck. Capitalism  used to 
be like  an eagle, b u t now  i t ’s more 
like  a vu ltu re  . . . and can only 
suck the blood of the helpless. As 
the nations o f the w orld  free 
themselves, then capita lism  has 
less and less v ictim s, less to  suck, 
and i t  becomes weaker and weak­
er. I t ’s only a m atter o f tim e in  
m y opinion before i t  w i l l  collapse 
completely.”

M arxists m ight question w heth­
er capitalism  w il l  collapse, or 
have to be collapsed, b u t who 
can question tha t in  his last 
months M alcolm  was tak ing  an 
unequivocally an ti-cap ita lis t posi­
tion?

M alcolm  d id  not learn about 
socialism by reading M arx, bu t he 
managed to learn about i t  any­
way. He learned about i t  from  the 
colonial revolution, especially its 
pro-socialist contingent. He had 
discussions w ith  Castro and Che 
Guevara and A lgerian  socialists 
and socialists in  Ghana, Guinea, 
Zanzibar, and elsewhere, includ ing  
thé U nited States. When he was 
asked last M ay at the M ilita n t 
Labor Forum  w hat k ind  o f p o lit­
ical system he wanted, he said:

“ I  don’t  know. B u t I ’m  fle x ­
ible. As was stated earlier, a ll of 
the countries tha t are emerging 
today from  under the shackles of 
colonialism are tu rn ing  towards 
socialism. I  don’t th in k  i t ’s an 
accident. Most o f the countries 
tha t were colonial powers were 
capita lis t countries and the last 
bu lw a rk  of capita lism  today is 
Am erica and i t ’s impossible fo r  a 
w h ite  person today to believe in  
capita lism  and not believe in  
racism. You can’t  have capita l­
ism w ithou t racism. And i f  you 
fin d  a person w ith o u t racism and 
you happen to get tha t person 
in to  conversation and they have a 
philosophy tha t makes you sure 
they don’t  have th is racism in 
th e ir outlook, usually they’re so­
cialists or th e ir po litica l philos­
ophy is socialism.”

DeBerry’s View
C lifton  D eBerry was s itting  on 

the same p la tfo rm , and took the 
flo o r to comment on when and 
where f le x ib il ity  was correct: in  
tactics, yes, b u t not in  re la tion to 
the p rinc ip le  tha t the capita list 
system and cap ita lis t parties are 
enemies of freedom, justice and 
equality. To w h ich  M alcolm  re­
plied: “ And tha t’s the most in ­
te lligen t answer I ’ve ever heard 
on tha t question.”

So I  th in k  i t  fa ir  to  say tha t 
the legacy o f Malcolm  is not only 
p la in ly  an ti-cap ita lis t b u t also 
pro-socialist. I  do no t say he was 
a M a rx is t —  he wasn’t  —  and we 
can only guess i f  in  his fu rth e r 
evolution he w ould  have become 
one, as Castro did in  his la te r de­
velopment. B u t tha t c learly can 
be reckoned as a possibility.

A  few  words about M alcolm ’s 
relations w ith  the revo lu tionary 
socialists, the Socialist Workers 
P a rty  and the Young Socialist A l­
liance:

The record is p la in  about our 
a ttitude to Malcolm . We regarded 
h im  as one o f the most g ifted and 
im portan t leaders o f the struggle
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w hile  he was s ti l l a B lack Mus­
lim . When he started his own 
movement, we called i t  a moment­
ous development tha t m igh t tu rn  
the struggle onto the road to  v ic ­
tory, and pub lic ly  pledged our aid 
in  the job  he was undertaking. 
For th is we got abuse and con­
demnation from  so-called radicals 
and liberals; ou r w h ite  members 
were called “ w h ite  black nation­
alists”  and other names because 
we supported M alcolm ’s move­
ment. A ll  th is  was long before he 
had said a single w ord favorable 
to socialism, and when the image 
of h im  in  most so-called rad ica l 
minds was o f a man who w ould 
ra ther die than have anyth ing to 
do w ith  whites, even revo lu tion  * 
a ry  whites.

On the other side was M alcolm ’s 
a ttitude to us. As a B lack Mus­
l im  he used to  buy The M ilita n t 
when i t  was sold outside his ra l­
lies. He la te r said tha t even then 
he urged Negroes to read it. Less 
than a month a fte r his break w ith  
Muhammad, he spoke at the M i l i ­
tan t Labor Forum  in  New York, 
and pub lic ly  praised The M ilita n t 
fo r te lling  the tru th  and wished 
i t  success. He spoke fo r  the M il i ­
tant Labor Forum  another two 
times during  the next nine 
months, a fte r each o f his trips  
abroad. He wasn’t  even sched­
uled to speak the second tim e: His 
secretary, James Shabazz, was to 
be part of a panel, bu t Malcolm  
phoned and asked i f  he w ou ld  be 
acceptable in  James Shabazz’s 
place; and o f course he was.

A t most o f the O AAU ra llies he 
w ould p u t in  a plug fo r The 
M ilita n t, w ith o u t any solic ita tion 
on our part. He smoothed the way 
fo r  i t  to be sold at H arlem  stands 
and shops. In  January, when he 
gave his in te rv iew  to the Young 
Socialist, he discussed w ith  thé 
YSA leaders the p robab ility  of 
his m aking a to u r o f the nation ’s 
campuses in  collaboration w ith  the 
YSA la te r th is year. He w ould 
almost surely have spoken here at 
Debs H a ll fo r  the F riday  N igh t 
Socialist Forum w h ile  m aking tha t 
tour. B lack SWP and Y SA mem­
bers were welcome to jo in  his o r­
ganization; whites associated w ith  
The M ilita n t  were welcome to at­
tend O AAU  rallies.

So our relations were fr ie n d ly  
and m utua lly  he lp fu l. On our part, 
because we believed tha t he and 
we were on the same side in  the 
struggle, had the same enemies 
and were trave ling  in  the same 
direction. In  our 1963 convention 
resolution, the Socialist W orkers 
P arty  had stated tha t b lack na­
tionalism  and revo lu tionary so­
cialism “ are no t on ly compatible 
bu t complementary forces, tha t 
should be welded closer together 
in  thought and action.”  We pre­
dicted tha t w ould happen, and so 
fa r  as M alcolm  and we were con-

cerned, i t  was beginning to hap­
pen.

On his part, I  th ink , collabora­
tion  was tak ing  place because he 
fe lt tha t we, un like  the liberals, 
un like  the Communist Party, un­
lik e  the Socialist Party, un like 
most w h ite  radicals, d id not w ant 
to  subordinate his movement or 
the Negro struggle generally to 
the government, to the Democratic 
Party, to  the Am erican labor 
bureaucrats, to the priv ileged bu­
reaucrats in  non-capitalist coun­
tries, or to  anyone else; and that 
we did and do w ant the Negro 
movement to a tta in  fu l l  independ­
ence o f program and action and to 
develop un in terrup ted ly  in  an un- 

'.ip rcm is ing ly ' m ilita n t direction 
along, the lines tha t best suit its 
needs.

Once Malcolm  was convinced of 
that, and o f our sincerity, as 
evidenced by our readiness to 
stick by our principles, however 
unpopular they m ight be, there 
was no bar to our collaboration. 
I  w an t to stress tha t he w ould 
have taken this a ttitude to any 
m ilita n t group, even non-socialist, 
provided i t  was, in  its own way, 
independent o f the government 
and opposed to racism.

Le t us now conclude this dis­
cussion o f M alcolm ’s ideas du r­
ing  the last year o f his life  by 
exam ining his positions on black 
nationalism  and separatism. This 
is im portan t because some p o lit­
ica l opponents of M alcolm  al­
ready are c ircu la ting  distorted 
stories about him , alleging tha t 
he was on the verge o f qu itting  
his movement, going over to his 
opponents, etc. A nd  im portan t also 
because there may be some am­
b ig u ity  about his re la tion to black 
nationalism  as a result o f a state­
m ent in  his in te rv iew  in  the cur­
ren t issue o f Young Socialist.

Black nationalism  and separat­
ism are not the same thing, though 
un fo rtuna te ly  they are often con­
fused. Separatism is a tendency 
favoring  the w ithd raw a l of Ne­
groes in to  a separate black na­
tion, e ither in  Am erica or in  A f ­
rica. B lack nationalism  is a ten­
dency fo r Negroes to un ite  as a 
group, as a people, in  organiza­
tions tha t are Negro-led and Ne- 
gro-controlled, and sometimes a ll­
black, in  order to  fig h t fo r the ir 
freedom. B lack nationalism , as i t  
now exists, does not im p ly  any 

, j position on the question o f a sep- 
. arate nation in  the fu tu re , fo r  or 
’ against. So you can be a black na­

t io n a l is t  w ith o u t being a separat­
ist, although a ll separatists are 
black nationalists.

You w il l  fin d  a much better and 
, longer analysis o f th is greatly 
misunderstood d is tinction in  the 

'S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty ’s 1963 
convention resolution, Freedom  

*i 1N  Jio\ The New Stage in  the S trug- 
'  -gle fo r  Negro Emancipation, P io- 

t neer Publishers.

When Malcolm was a B lack 
M uslim , he was of course a sep­
aratist. A t his f irs t press con­
ference a fte r leaving the B lack 
Muslim s last March, he said he 
was out to bu ild  a black nationa l­
ist movement, and the m ajor 
stress was on black nationalism. 
B u t he also had a few words to 
say about separatism. He said he 
s ti l l  thought separation was “ the 
best solution” ; previously he 
w ould have said the only  solu­
tion. “ B ut,”  he continued, “ separa­
tion back to A frica  is s till a long- 
range program, and w h ile  i t  is yet 
to materialize, 22 m illio n  of our 
people who are s ti l l  here in  
Am erica need better food, c lo th­
ing, housing, education and jobs 
r ig h t now.”  (H is  emphasis.)

A t  the tim e I  took th is to be 
a declaration of his in tention to 
bu ild  a b lack nationa list move­
ment that w ould attem pt to unite 
the Negro people in  a f ig h t fo r 
immediate needs, w h ile  at the 
same tim e continuing to hold up 
separation as a nation as an u lt i ­
mate objective, and to make pro­
paganda fo r  i t  accordingly. B u t 
I  was obviously wrong, because 
a fte r tha t statement last March 
I  cannot fin d  any place where 
M alcolm  advocated a separate na­
tion. A nd on M ay 21, a few  hours 
a fte r re tu rn ing  from  his f irs t tr ip  
to A frica , when he was asked at 
a press conference i f  he thought 
Negroes should re tu rn  to A frica , 
he said he thought they should 
stay and fig h t in  the U nited States 
fo r  w hat is r ig h tfu lly  theirs.

Perhaps he thought a separate 
nation, w h ile  desirable, was so 
fa r o ff there was no use ta lk ing  
about it. Perhaps he thought i t  
was a d iv is ive issue im peding 
black un ity . O r perhaps he no 
longer thought i t  desirable. In  
any case, he stopped being a sep­
aratist at the tim e  of his break 
w ith  the B lack Muslims, o r soon 
after.

W hat about his position on black 
nationalism? Everyone called h im  
a nationalist, fr iend  and foe, and 
there was no question about i t  
u n til a few  weeks ago. Then he 
was asked, in  the Young Socialist 
in te rv iew , “ How do you define 
black nationalism , w ith  w hich you 
have been identified?”

Previous View
He began his answer by say­

ing, “ I  used to define black na­
tionalism  as the idea tha t the 
black man should contro l the econ­
omy o f his com m unity, the politics 
o f his com m unity, and so fo rth .”  
That is, he used to define i t  in  
the trad itiona l way, as I  tr ied  to 
do a few  m inutes ago.

The second paragraph o f M a l­
colm ’s reply, w hich you can read 
fo r yourselves in  the Young So­
cia list, relates a discussion he had 
w ith  a w h ite  A lgerian  revo lu tion­
a ry he met in  Ghana last M ay 
who sought to convince Malcolm  
tha t his self-designation as a 
black na tiona lis t tended to alien­
ate people “ who were true  rev­
olutionaries dedicated to over­
tu rn ing  the system o f exp lo itation 
tha t exists on th is  earth by any 
means necessary.”  H is th ird  and 
f in a l paragraph was:

“ So, I  had to do a lo t of th in k ­
ing and reappraising o f m y de fin i­
tion  of black nationalism. Can we 
sum up the solution to the prob­
lems confronting our people as 
black nationalism? A nd i f  you 
notice, I  haven’t  been using the 
expression fo r several months. B ut 
I  s t i l l  w ould be hard pressed to 
give a specific de fin ition  o f the 
overall philosophy w hich I  th in k  
is necessary fo r the libera tion  of 
the b lack people in  th is  country.”

Please notice: He was reap­
praising his de fin ition  o f black na­
tionalism  and w ondering i f  i t  can 
be summed up  as the solution; 
he had stopped using the term, 
bu t he had not yet been able to 
find  another de fin ition  fo r  the 
philosophy necessary fo r black l ib ­
eration. Now le t me o ffe r w hat 
I  th in k  is the explanation fo r  a ll 
this.

Malcolm  had been a black na­
tiona list — . i t  was the starting 
po in t fo r a ll his th ink ing, the 
source of his strength and dy­
namism. And he remained a black 
nationa list to his last hour, how­
ever uncertain he was about w hat 
to  call h im self or the program he 
was try in g  to form ulate. I t  
w ould be a bad mistake to m ix  
up w hat he was w ith  w ha t he 
thought m ight be a better name 
fo r w hat he was.

The most u rgenj need of the 
Negro people is s ti l l  the m obiliza­
tion  and un ifica tion  of the Negro 
masses in to  an independent move­
ment to fig h t fo r the ir freedom. 
B lack nationalism  is s ti l l  h igh ly 
progressive because i t  contributes 
to tha t process and to the crea­
tion  of tha t k ind  of movement.

B u t black nationalism  is a 
means, not the end; i t  is a means, 
bu t not the on ly means; i t  is 
probably an indispensable means 
tow ard the solution, bu t i t  is not 
the whole solution. I t  helps to 
bu ild  an independent movement, 
bu t i t  does not necessarily provide 
the program tha t w il l  lead such 
a movement to v ic to ry.

Two Types
In  a series of articles last sum­

mer, now being collected in  a 
Pioneer P u b lis h e r s  pamphlet 
called M arxism  and the Negro 
Struggle, I tr ied  to c la r ify  some 
questions about black nationalism  
by noting tha t there are at least 
two types o f b lack nationalist.

One is the pure-and-sim ple 
b lack nationalist. He is concerned 
exclusive ly o r p r im a rily  w ith  the 
in te rna l problems of the Negro 
comm unity, w ith  organizing it, 
helping i t  to contro l the economy 
o f the comm unity, the politics of 
the comm unity, etc. He is not so 
concerned w ith  the problems of 
the to ta l Am erican society, or w ith  
the nature of the tota l society 
w ith in  which the Negro com­
m un ity  exists. He has no theory 
or program fo r changing tha t 
society; fo r h im  tha t’s the w h ite  
man’s problem.

Now M alcolm  was not tha t k ind  
o f black nationalist, or i f  he was 
a year ago, he d id not rem ain that. 
As he discussed w ith  people in  
A frica , in  the Near East, at the 
U nited Nations and in  the United 
States, as he studied and thought 
and learned, he began to become 
a b lack na tiona lis t plus. Plus 
what? I  have already given you 
m any quotations from  his speech­
es and interviews showing that 
as he studied the economy, the 
nature of the po litica l and social 
system of Am erican capitalism, 
as he developed greater and keen­
er understanding o f how th is sys­
tem functions and how the ru lin g  
class rules and how racism is a 
component and instrum ent of that 
rule, he came more and more to 
the conclusion that not on ly  must 
the Negro control his own com­
m unity , bu t tha t radical changes 
have to be made in  the society as 
a whole i f  the Negroes are to 
achieve the ir freedom.

B lack nationalism , yes. B u t the 
solution cannot be summed up  as 
on ly  b lack nationalism . Needed is 
black nationalism  plus fundamen­
ta l social change; b lack na tiona l­
ism plus the transform ation o f the 
entire society. W hatever d iff ic u l­
ty  M alcolm  may have had in  fin d ­
ing  the r ig h t name, w hat he was 
becoming was b lack nationa list 
plus revo lu tion ist. (The Young 
Socialist in te rv iew  shows tha t he 
had great respect fo r tha t w ord.)

There are rea lly  only three 
ways in  w hich i t  is possible to 
th in k  o f the Negro people getting 
freedom and equality.

One w ay (notice I  said to th ink  
about getting freedom) is through 
gradualism ; peaceful re fo rm ; a 
l it t le  b it now  and a l it t le  b it  more 
ten years from  now. N ot Free­
dom Now, bu t Freedom Later, 
w hich fo r purposes of Negroes 
now alive, means Freedom Never. 
This is the program of Lyndon 
Johnson, Reuther, K ing , W ilk ins

and Rustin. Malcolm , as we know, 
f la t ly  rejected th is approach.

The second way is through sep­
aration, through m igration to A f ­
rica, or through obtaining part 
o f w hat is now the U nited States. 
Malcolm , as I  indicated, had 
turned away from  th is  approach, 
whatever his reasons may have 
been fo r doing so.

The th ird  w ay —  and I  repeat 
there are on ly these three ways, 
there are no other —  is through the 
revo lu tionary reorganization of 
society, by basically changing the 
economy, po litica l structure, laws 
and educational system, and by 
replacing the present capita list 
ru lin g  class w ith  a new govern­
ment institu ted by the forces tha t 
are opposed to racism and deter­
mined to uproot it.

F rom  the quotations I  read you 
before about w ha t Malcolm  was 
saying about capitalism  and so­
cia lism  and racism, i t  is clear that 
M alcolm  tended to favo r th is  th ird  
approach, or at least had his eyes 
turned in  tha t direction. He was­
n ’t sure i f  i t  could be done, and 
he wasn’t  sure how  i t  could be 
done, bu t he was th in k in g  about 
i t  and how i t  fitte d  in to  the pro­
gram and a c tiv ity  of the Organi­
zation of A fro -A m erican  U n ity .

This, I  believe, correctly ex­
plains his uncerta in ty about w hat 
to call himself. He was a black 
nationa list plus, a black national­
ist plus a social revo lu tion ist, or 
in  the process o f becoming one.

Socialists should be the last to 
be surprised at such a develop­
ment. We have fo r some time 
been stressing the tendency of 
nationalism  to grow over in to  and 
become merged w ith  socialism; 
we have seen ju s t tha t transfo r­
m ation occur in  Cuba w ith  Castro 
and his movement, w hich began 
as nationalist. We have argued 
against many opponents tha t the 
logical outcome o f black nation­
alism in  a country like  ours is

The U nited Secretariat of the 
Fourth  In te rnationa l, the w o rld ­
w ide organization o f revo lu tionary 
socialists founded by Leon T ro t­
sky, issued a statement in  Paris, 
France, on M arch 12 title d  “ In  
T ribu te  to M alcolm  X .”

“ The death o f M alcolm  X, who 
was assassinated at w ha t m ight 
have been the beginning o f his 
real life ’s w ork, was a grievous 
b low  to the freedom movement in  
the U nited States and to the cause 
o f the oppressed in  a ll lands,”  the 
U nited Secretariat said.

“ In  the politics of the United 
States, he epitomized f irs t of a ll 
the speed w ith  w hich a revo lu tion­
a ry  trend can develop from  seem­
ing ly  the most unprom ising be­
ginnings.”  The statement w ent on 
to trace the m a jo r outlines in  
M alcolm ’s development from  a de­
linquen t youth  in to  “ one of the 
country ’s outstanding rad ica l f ig ­
ures in  b u t a few  short years.”

“ M alcolm  X  epitomized above 
a ll the inherent m ilitancy  o f the 
Am erican w ork ing  people. A l­
though at th is  stage his move­
ment is not nearly  comparable in  
size to the ‘non-violent’ movement 
headed by such figures as the 
Rev. M a rtin  L u th e r K ing , i t  is fa r 
more typ ica lly  Am erican. Ghan- 
dism is exotic in  the U nited States 
and is not destined to hold the 
center o f the stage fo r  long.

“ The m ilita n t tendency repre­
sented by M alcolm  X  is certain to 
move to the fo re fron t. The reason 
is clear enough. The extraord inary 
pattern  o f violence in  the U nited 
States stems from  the methods 
long trad itiona l to the ru lin g  
cap ita lis t class and its  Bourbon 
allies in  the South. The American 
workers have had such schooling 
in  th is  tha t i t  has become a v ir ­
tua l re flex  w ith  them to respond 
w ith  appropriate defensive mea­
sures. None o f them  can long be

to reach the most advanced, most 
radical social and po litica l con­
clusions. That is w hy  we have 
advocated and predicted tha t 
b lack nationalists and revo lu tion­
a ry socialists can, should and w il l  
f in d  ways of w o rk ing  together.

M alcolm ’s uncerta in ty about the 
r ig h t name arises fro m  the fact 
tha t he was doing something new 
—  he was on the road to a syn­
thesis of black nationalism  and 
socialism tha t w ould be f i t t in g  fo r 
the Am erican scene and accept­
able to the masses in  the b lack 
ghetto. He d id  not complete the 
synthesis before he was murdered. 
I t  remains fo r  others to complete 
w hat he was beginning.

Now he is dead, taken from  us 
at w ha t m ight have been the 
most im portan t and f r u it fu l year 
of his life .

Le t us not deceive ourselves. I t  
was a stunning blow, as F rank  
Love ll said at last week’s memor­
ia l meeting of the A fro -A m erican  
Broadcasting Co., i t  was a stun­
ning b low  to the Negro people 
and to those w h ite  Americans 
who w ant to eradicate the sys­
tem tha t breeds racism. M en like  
M alcolm  do no appear often, or 
in  great numbers. The enemies 
of human progress benefit from  
his death, the fighters fo r  human 
progress are weakened and h u rt 
by it.

B u t a stunning b low  to  the 
struggle does not destroy the 
struggle. Malcolm  w il l  no t easily 
be replaced. B u t he w i l l  be re ­
placed. The cap ita lis t system 
breeds not on ly  racism, b u t rebels 
against racism, especially among 
the youth. M alcolm  cannot be re ­
placed overnight, bu t m eanwhile 
we a ll can and should strive  hard­
er, w o rk  harder, f ig h t harder, 
un ite  more closely to t r y  to  f i l l  
the gap le ft by the death o f th is 
man we loved*.and g ive help...and 
encouragement to those destined 
to replace him.

restrained by sermons about the 
v irtues o f sheep-like forbearance 
and repeated tu rn ing  o f the other 
cheek.”

The statement describes the de­
velopment o f M alcolm ’s th in k in g  
tow ard internationa lism  and so­
cialism. “ H is appreciation o f . . . 
The M ilita n t  is a m atte r o f record. 
W hat th is rea lly  represented, 
however, was the tremendous 
progress he had made from  an 
em pirica l, almost instinctive, reac­
tion  to the various loathsome sides 
o f Am erican class society to  a 
consistent theoretical grasp o f i t  
as a w hole . . .

“ This trend in  the th in k in g  o f 
M alcolm  X  was underlined by  his 
increasing appreciation o f the in ­
ternationa l side o f the fierce da ily  
struggle he was engaged in . As 
was to be expected, th is apprecia­
tion  came p rim a rily  through the 
A fro -A m erican  linkage . . .

“ M alcolm  X  fe lt th is in  a most 
in tim ate  w ay and he set out to 
consciously develop ties w ith  the 
A frica n  revo lu tion  . . . Seeking 
help in  A fr ica  fo r the b lack move­
m ent in  the U nited States, he had 
to exp la in  th is movement and its  
aims to its  p o lit ica lly  more ad­
vanced na tu ra l allies there. In  the 
process he h im self gained in  un­
derstanding . . .

“ To the pub lic  he m aintained 
to the last the image tha t best 
expressed his inner being —  the 
figh ting , eloquent defender of a 
ju s t cause . . . The death o f M al­
colm X , lik e  the death of Patrice 
Lum um ba, is an enormous loss to  
his own people and to the in ter­
national socialist movement . . . 
The development o f M alcolm  X  
foreshadows the development of 
m illions  in  the U nited States cast 
in  his image. He w i l l  be remem­
bered in  the coming Am erican 
revo lu tion  not on ly  as a m a rty r 
bu t as a tra il  blazer.”

Fourth Int’l Sees Death of Malcolm X 
As Blow to Oppressed Everywhere

MALCOLM X: THE MAN AND HIS IDEAS
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REPORT FROM ALGERIA

African Reactions to Malcolm X’s Death
B y  H e n r i D u m o u lin

A LG IER S  —  In  the course of 
h is recent v is its to a number of 
A frica n  capitals, the American 
B lack nationalist leader, Malcolm  
X , gained much sympathy in  m ili­
tan t A frica n  circles. Two weeks 
before his assassination, fo r ex­
ample, in  its issue o f Feb. 13, 1965, 
the A lgerian  weekly Révolution  
A frica ine  devoted a double-page 
center spread to  an artic le  entitled  
“ Roads to L ib e rty : Rev. M a rtin  
L u th e r K in g  o r M alcolm  X .”  The 
a rtic le  reads, in  part:

“ P ara lle l w ith  the in tensification 
of the pacifis t struggle fo r  c iv il 
r igh ts  in  the South, a m ilita n t 
s p ir it  has, fo r some tim e now, 
animated the struggle of the black 
comm unities in  the ghettos of the 
N orth . The unemployed youth are 
demanding the ir rights to justice 
and to  jobs. In  Harlem , the tenants 
of the overcrowded slums are con­
ducting ren t strikes. The tra d i­
tio n a l in tegration ist leaders, re ­
garded as too moderate, are less 
and less fo llowed by b lack w o rk ­
ers who swell the ranks of na­
tiona lis t organizations . . . and 
state the ir In tention of using v i­
olence, i f  necessary, to  defend 
themselves against the violence of 
the  racists. The idea of a b s ta in e d  
struggle against the oppression of 
the  r ic h  whites —  who completely 
dominate the economic life  of the 
b lack ghettos and exp lo it its in ­
habitants —  is spreading fast.

“ Uneasy in  the face o f th is up­
surge of m ilita n t feeling. New 
Y o rk ’s offic ia ldom  has imposed a 
v ir tu a l police reign of te rro r on 
H arlem , w h ile  the press whips up 
a campaign of racist hate . ■ •

“ Fearing above a ll that the op­
pressed black masses w il l  be won 
to  revo lu tionary socialist ideas, 
the m unicipal authorities reinforce 
th e ir  oppressive measures.”
. And Révolution A frica ine  con­
cluded its artic le  as fo llows: “ The 
b lack people of the United States 
are descendants of the slaves 
brought from  A frica  in  chains and 
they are s till, today, a colonized 
and super-exploited people w ith in  
ifite ve ry  bosom of Am erican so- 
¿tifety. O bjectively, the struggle 
¡»gainst d iscrim ination and racism 
is a struggle against the entire 
s tructu re  —  the economic and 
p o lit ica l organization —  of the

M alcolm  X

U nited States, and a struggle fo r 
a new social order.

“ The struggle of American Ne­
groes fo r equa lity  and justice is 
thus pa rt o f the great w orld  
movement against im peria lism  and 
the exp lo ita tion of man by man. 
Am erican Negroes have already 
begun to be aware of the ir k in ­
ship w ith  a ll the w o rld ’s oppressed 
and feel themselves more and 
more in  so lida rity  w ith  a ll peo­
ples marching tow ard lib e rty  and 
fu lf il lm e n t of the ir potential as 
human beings.”

In  the lig h t of such an article, 
one can imagine the feelings of the 
most clear-sighted and inform ed 
A frican  m ilitan ts  at the news of 
the assassination o f Malcolm X. 
They im m ediately recognized the 
hand of Yankee im peria lism  be­
hind the hands of the assassins.

The A lgerian daily, Le Peuple, 
headlined its issue of Feb. 27: 
“ The weakness of the American 
authorities is at the root of the 
assassination of Malcolm X .”

In  a num ber of A frican  capitals, 
there was a wave of protests over 
the assassination — from  Accra, 
where i t  was declared tha t the 
b lack people of Am erica would 
not be discouraged b u t w ould bat­
tle  on to the end, to Cairo, where

various East A frica n  nationalist 
movements, inc lud ing tha t of Ba­
sutoland, condemned this assassi­
nation.

The Secretary of the Union Syn­
dicale Pan-Africaine  [ P a n - A frican  
Labor U nion] declared that the 
b ru ta l m urder of Malcolm  X  would 
give impetus to the development 
of the A fro-Am erican struggle.

Jeune A frique  (Young A fr ic a ), 
the weekly published in Tunis, 
carried an artic le  by its New Y ork  
correspondent, Simon Malley, 
w hich said:

“ I t  was d iff ic u lt on th is Sunday 
n igh t of the day in  w hich M a l­
colm was struck down, th is night 
of Feb. 21, to fin d  a single Negro 
in  the streets of H arlem  fo r whom 
the assassination of the leader of 
the Organization of A fro-Am eri- 
can U n ity  d id not seem to be the 
result o f a b ig  conspiracy —  a 
conspiracy to w hich neither the 
New Y o rk  police nor the F B I 
were strangers.

“ For over five  hours I  in te r­
viewed more than 50 Negroes in  
the black ghetto o f New York, 
old and young, men and women. 
A ll  agreed that, even taking in to  
consideration the d irect respon­
s ib ility  of the r iv a l organization 
o f E lijah  Muhammad, the m urder 
of Malcolm X  took place in  c ir­
cumstances su ffic ien tly  strange to 
excite grave suspicions as to the 
role of the w hite  law-enforcement 
authorities and security agents of 
the country.”

The March 6 issue of Révolution  
A frica ine  again devoted a big ar­
tic le  to the death of M alcolm  X :

“ Malcolm  X  was no more nor 
less than a fearless nationa list and 
revolution ist, spokesman of an op­
pressed people whom he wanted 
to lead on the d iff ic u lt road of 
liberation.

“ That is w hy the American im ­
perialists saw in h im  the cham­
pion of A fro-Am erican liberation 
and a pa rticu la rly  dangerous 
enemy.

“ In  his struggle against A m eri­
can racism, Malcolm  X  d id  not 
hesitate to internationalize the 
question and seek the support of 
a ll the forces in the w orld  op­
posed to U.S. im perialism .

“ This concept was of inestimable 
po litica l and m ora l value fo r the 
struggle o f the Negro people in

World Events
'Free Elections' in India

C apita list Ind ia  is p rovid ing  a 
classic lesson in the realities of 
parliam entary democracy. In  re ­
cent elections in the state of K e ­
ra la  the restive masses gave the ir 
biggest vote to the L e ft Com­
m un is t P a rty  of India. I t  won 40 
out o f 133 seats, and w ith  the 
support o f its  electoral allies (so­
cialists and independents) is in a 
position to form  a government. 
B u t the national Congress Party 
government had conveniently 
ja iled  the b u lk  of the L e ft CPI 
candidates in  a red-scare frame-up 
on the eve of the election. Now, 
the Ind ian  government declares 
th a t i t  w i l l  not release the elected 
candidates and w il l  continue fed­
era l ru le  o f the state in  defiance 
o f the c learly expressed senti­
ments o f the voters.

'Argentine Strike Tactic
W orkers in  some of the plants 

in  N orthern A rgentina have de­
veloped a new w rin k le  in  sit-down 
strikes, reports Norte Revolucio­
nario , a socialist paper of the re­
gion. The w rin k le  is holding some 
management personnel as hos­
tages. A t tw o plants in  Vicente 
López, according to the paper, 
“ hostages were held despite threats 
fro m  the police and in  both cases 
decisive victories were won . . . 
negotiations were conducted w h ile  
the hostages were held; and, W ith­
out even going to the bank, man­
agement paid up [back wages] a

few hours after the occupation be­
gan.”

Laborite Quits on Vietnam
Frank A llaun, a prom inent f ig ­

ure in  the le ft w ing  of the B ritish  
Labour Party, recently resigned 
his post as parliam entary private 
secretary to Colonial M in is te r A n ­
thony Greenwood. The resignation 
came as a protest over Prim e M in ­
ister H arold W ilson’s slavish pol­
icy of supporting U.S. aggression 
in  Vietnam, i

Hungry W orld Hungrier
Per capita food output in  La tin  

A m erica declined last year to be­
low  the level of ten years ago, 
according to the annual report of 
the Social Progress T rust Fund of 
the Inter-Am erican Development 
Bank. The decline was largely the 
result o f the fa ilu re  of food-pro- 
duction increases to keep pace 
w ith  population grow th. The in ­
crease in per capita food produc­
tion  was 1.6 per cent, w h ile  the 
population grew between 2.7 and 
2.8 per cent.

Slate Youth Festival in July
The n in th  W orld Youth Festival 

is scheduled to be held in  A lg iers 
from  Ju ly  28 to Aug. 7. I t  is ex­
pected-that 15,000 youth from  40 
countries w il l  participate.

The In te rnationa l Preparatory 
Congress has announced th a t the 
Festival w i l l  concentrate ori fou r 
m a jo r themes and tha t fo u r days 
w il l  be set aside fo r specific ac-

Services in Indonesia for Malcolm X
W illiam  W orthy reporting from  Indonesia in  the March  

13 B altim ore A fro -A m erican , says: “In  response to an appeal 
by Indonesia’s m inister of religious affairs, this country’s 
m any mosques conducted on Friday special prayer services 
commemorating M alcolm  X .

“This very weekend Malcolm  had been expected to a r ­
rive  here to attend the w eek-long A fro -A sian  Islam ic Con­
ference which President Sukarno opened in Bandung S atu r­
day morning.

“M alcolm ’s m ilitancy and his identification w ith  w hat 
Sukarno calls the new emerging forces had caught the 
im agination of this strongly anti-colonial Moslem nation.

“Since his death the press here has carried a running  
account of the . . . m urder’s repercussions in  the colored and 
w hite  communities.”

W orthy also reports that in  recent seizures of U .S .- 
owned companies, peasant unions cited M alcolm ’s m urder 
as one of the reasons for the take-overs.

the U.S., and i t  f ille d  them w ith  
a new m ilitancy, a new dynamic 
sp irit.

“ Another aspect of Malcolm  X ’s 
po litica l thought w hich made him  
pa rticu la rly  dangerous, in  the eyes 
of the ru lin g  circles o f the U.S., 
was his categorical a ffirm a tion  of 
the absolute r ig h t o f Negroes to 
defend themselves against the v i­
olence and b ru ta lity  from  which 
they su ffe r daily.

“ A  ‘respectable’ and pure ly  non­
v io len t struggle, such as tha t led 
by the Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r K ing  
in  the South, does not seriously

d istu rb  the ‘s ta b ility ’ o f Am erican 
society.

“ B u t procla im ing the r ig h t o f 
self-defense against tha t society 
founded on violence and cemented 
by blood struck te rro r in to  the 
hearts of the defenders of the 
status quo.”

In  recognizing the correctness of 
the advanced positions taken by 
M alcolm  X , Révolution A frica ine  
thus becomes the spokesman of 
the most politically-developed A f r i ­
can m ilitan ts  in  paying f it t in g  
homage to the great Am erican 
black nationalist leader.

tiv itie s  in  connection w ith  these. 
The themes are: 1) Friendship
w ith  the A lgerian people and 
youth; 2) S o lida rity  w ith  A frica ; 
3) S o lida rity  w ith  the people 
struggling fo r national independ­
ence; and 4) In te rnationa l co-op­
eration.

Soviet Poet Rifles Officials
There have been several re­

ports of a controversy over the 
reading of a poem by Yevgeny 
Yevtushenko on Soviet television. 
Olga Carlisle, a w rite r on Soviet 
lite ra ture , ju s t returned from  a 
v is it to the Soviet Union, gives the 
fo llow ing  account in  the March 14 
New York. Times Book Review.

A  long, ram bling  poem about 
Russian h is to ry by Yevtushenko, 
says Mrs. Carlisle, was to appear 
in the January issue of Yunost, the 
lite ra ry  m onth ly  geared fo r  youth 
on whose ed ito ria l board Y evtu ­
shenko sits. But the poem was 
dropped and the issue postponed 
a fte r Dec. 20, Poetry Day, a day 
when Soviet poets meet the ir 
readers and recite the ir verse. 
Yevtushenko, who has not been 
published much or allowed to give 
many public readings since early 
1963, appeared on T V  tha t day 
and read a co lo rfu l poem called 
“ Seasickness,”  f il le d  w ith  am­
biguous symbolism understood to 
re fer to the in s ta b ility  of the p o lit­
ica l situation in  the Soviet Union 
today. Two T V  o ffic ia ls  are said 
to have lost the ir jpbs fo r  a llow ing 
the poem to be read.

Over 200 people took part in a 
demonstration in  London protest­
ing the assassination of Malcolm 
X . The demonstration was called 
by the Council o f A frican  Organi­
zations.

“ Malcolm X  regarded the use 
of force in  self-defense where v i­
olence is unleashed against the 
Negro’s demands fo r freedom and 
fo r human rights as jus tifiab le  
only because the hand that pre­
vented them had been unamenable 
to negotiation and peaceful de­
mands,”  said a statement issued 
by the Council. “ He had l it t le  fa ith  
in  those who, w h ile  breaking his 
head w ith  a cudgel, exhorted him 
to be passive and love them. Mal- 
com X  aimed essentially at the 
fo rg ing of stronger lin ks  between 
Negroes in  America, A fricans and 
a ll oppressed peoples in  Asia and 
L a tin  America, and tha t is pre­
cisely w hy he was murdered . . •

“ The Council o f A frican  O r­
ganizations, representing over 
40,000 youth and students in  B r i­
ta in, and the Union of A frican  
Students in Europe, are shocked

and angered by th is savage assas­
sination by the agents of U.S. im ­
peria lism  of our nationalist leader 
and m ilita n t figh te r fo r A fro - 
American freedom, human rights 
and d ign ity . We express so lida rity  
w ith  his aims and w ork, which 
no act o f b ru ta lity  can underm ine 
or obliterate. We are determined 
to continue his ju s t struggle by 
w hich the rights of A fro-Am erican 
people w il l  be secured and human 
d ign ity  established.”

Slate New York Benefit 
For Malcolm X's Family

NEW YO R K —  The Students 
Against Social In justice, a local 
youth organization, w il l  hold a 
benefit fo lk-song concert w ith  the 
proceeds going to the w idow  and 
ch ildren of Malcolm X.

The concert w il l  be held on 
Saturday afternoon, A p ril 10, 3 
p.m., at C hrist Church, 344 West 
36th St. (Between E ighth and 
N in th  Avenues.) C ontribution is 
$1.

...U.S. Atrocities in Vietnam
(Continued from  Page 1)

rig id  restrictions and censorship on 
Am erican newsmen in  South V ie t­
nam. A t Danang, the main a ir base 
fo r strikes against N orth  Vietnam, 
several U.S. newsmen were placed 
in custody tem porarily  last week. 
A ll  newsmen there are now sub­
ject to  severe restrictions.

A  March 18 Reuter’s dispatch 
reported tha t planes from  the 
Danang base had bombed the 
South Vietnamese village of Man- 
quang M arch 17, k ill in g  37 school 
children and about ten adults 
there. Manquang is only five  miles 
from  Danang.

When the villagers brought the 
ch ild ren ’s bodies to Danang to 
protest the atrocity, they were 
driven away by U.S. and Saigon- 
regime -troops. This reveals the 
real nature of Johnson’s w ar 
in  V ietnam— indiscrim inate bomb­
ing  and shelling o f c iv ilian  pop­
ulations where “ suspected”  guer­
r i lla  sympathizers are thought to 
be.

The fact is the U.S. has given 
up try in g  to w in  over the V ie t­
namese people, and Johnson has 
authorized a H itle r- like  w ar of 
te rro r and genocide. Jonathan 
Kapstein, who was in  South V ie t­

nam fo r the Houston Chronicle, 
w rote  in  the Dec. 21 Nation:

“ A  U.S. in fa n try  adviser summed 
up the situation in  Tay N inh 
Province, not fa r from  Saigon . . . 
‘We shoot at anyth ing tha t moves 
in Tay N inh. We figure  the whole 
place is Vietcong.’ A  p ilo t in  Can 
Tho, down south in  the Delta, 
echoed h im : ‘I ’ve gotten so good 
w ith  machine guns, I can knock 
o ff a Vietcong at the t i l le r  of a 
sampan w ithou t coming near his 
woman or kids.’ He d id  not say 
how he distinguished a gue rrilla  
from  a fa rm er going to market, 
bu t presumably he agreed w ith  his 
fe llow  adviser in  Tay N inh —  ‘the 
whole place is Vietcong.’”

Those who voted fo r Johnson 
as a “ peace”  candidate have been 
te rr ib ly  duped. Alabama Governor 
George C. Wallace, a rab id  Gold- 
water supporter in  the last cam­
paign, declared a fte r his Selma- 
crisis conversation w ith  Johnson 
last week: “ I  agreed w ith  the
President on ju s t about everyth ing 
except c iv il rights. And I  don’t 
w ant to do anything to h u rt the 
President. I  feel much more con­
fiden t about our foreign affa irs 
now  tha t I  know  they’re in  the 
hands of th is k ind  of a President.”

2 0 0  Demonstrate in London 
Over Murder of Malcolm X



Monday, M arch 29, 1965 TH E M IL IT A N T Page Sevei

¿tstieM J'hom Owi dfaaduM
[T h is  column is an open forum  

fo r a ll v iew points on subjects of 
general interest to our readers. 
Please keep your letters brief. 
Where necessary they w il l  be 
abridged,. W riters ’ in it ia ls  w il l  be 
used, names being w ithhe ld  unless 
authorization  is given fo r  use.]

Answers Bayard Rustin
D etro it, M ich.

Bayard Rustin, pacifis t opponent 
o f M alcolm  X , is seeking to create 
the impression tha t Malcolm , at 
the tim e o f his murder, “ seemed to 
be . . . m oving tow ard an inte-
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10 Years Ago | 
In  The M ilita n t (
“ James Kutcher, the Legless 

Veteran who was purged from  his 
job  in  the Veterans Adm in istra tion  
because of his declared member­
ship in»  the Socialist Workers 
Party , has' won a pa rtia l v ic to ry  
in  the court battle  to prevent evic­
tion  —  also because o f his socialist 
beliefs —  of h im self and his aged 
parents from  a housing project 
here.

“ Yesterday New Jersey Superior 
Court Judge G. D. Speakman 
issued an in junction  fo rb idd ing  the 
federal housing authorities from  
evicting the K utcher fa m ily  from  
the Seth Boyden Housing pro ject 
in  Newark.

“ The attem pt to evict the 
Kutcher fam ily  began in  Decem­
ber 1952 when Hyman Kutcher, 
a fo rm er fu r  w orker, 75 years of 
age and in bad health, was no ti­
fied  by the Newark Housing 
A u th o rity  tha t under the G w inn 
Am endm ent he must ce rtify  tha t 
no one occupying his premises be­
longed to any of the organiza­
tions on the A tto rney General’s 
blacklist.

“ Since his son, James, who lost 
both legs in  W orld  W ar I I ,  is a 
w ell-known public figure  . of the 
Socialist W orkers Party, M r. H y­
man K utcher obviously could not 
so ce rtify  . . .

“ The e lderly  and a iling  parents 
o f the Legless Veteran were thus 
confronted w ith  the choice of 
evicting the ir own son to comply 
w ith  the law  or to r isk  eviction 
themselves. Though they have nev­
er been connected w ith  any o f the 
po lit ica lly  blacklisted organiza­
tions, the parents decided to fig h t 
the law .”  —  March 28, 1955.
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“ Four Negro WACs who struck 
at Love ll General Hospita l in  pro­
test against J im  Crow restriction 
to m enial jobs, were today sen­
tenced to one year at hard labor 
and dishonorable discharge.

“ The court m artia l imposed sen­
tence a fte r only 20 minutes ‘de lib­
eration ’ by nine officers, inc lud­
ing tw o W AC officers and two 
Negro officers. Col. C randall, com­
manding o ffice r of the hospital, 
who to ld  some of the defendants 
tha t he did not w ant ‘black W ACs’ 
in  the m otor pool or as medical 
technicians, did not appear at the 
proceedings. He is on a 35-day 
leave, granted ju s t p r io r to the 
opening o f the court m artia l . . . .

“ Taking the stand against the 
defendants, L t. V irg in ia  Lawson 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, was com­
pelled to adm it tha t of 178 w hite 
WACs, only 15 are classified as 
orderlies, w h ile  60 of tile  99 Negro 
WACs, college-trained medical 
technicians, are so classified.

“ There are no Negroes classified 
as technicians at the hospital, L t. 
Lawson testified, and there are 
on ly  s ix Negro clerks, a ll of whom 
are restricted to w o rk  on the Ne­
gro company’s a ffa irs .”  —  March 
31, 1945.

gration is t position, w hich makes 
his death a ll the more ho rrib le ”  
(New America, Feb. 28), and “ was 
try in g  to extricate h im se lf”  from  
his own movement (New Y ork  
Times, M arch 4 ).

R ustin ’s “ evidence” : He “ re­
calls”  a recent meeting between 
M alcolm  and Coretta K ing, “ at 
w h ich  Mrs. K in g  tr ied  to persuade 
the b lack nationalist: to ‘jo in  the 
real movement.’”  Rustin says M a l­
colm, a fte r a 45-minutp discussion, 
to ld  Mrs. K ing : “ I ’m  d rift in g  and 
I  don’t  know  where I ’l l  end up.”  
(Times, M arch 4.)

B u t Mrs. K in g  does not report 
any such th ing  in  her account of 
the discussion in  Selma in  early 
February. According to her, M a l­
colm tried  m ain ly  to assure her 
he was not try in g  to make things 
more d iff ic u lt fo r  the leadership of 
the Selma struggle. Far from  t r y ­
ing  to re c ru it M alcolm  to the K in g  
brand o f “ non-violence,”  she says: 
“ Know ing h im , I  d idn ’t  know  w hat 
to do so I  played i t  cool.”  (Jet, 
March 11.)

And her husband, Rev. M artin  
L u the r K ing, also doesn’t  know  
anyth ing about the “ d r ift in g ”  a l­
legation. He says: “ In  his recent 
v is it to Selma, he spoke at length 
to m y w ife  Coretta about his per­
sonal struggles and expressed an 
interest in  w o rk ing  more closely 
w ith  the non-violent movement, 
bu t he was not yet able to re­
nounce violence and overcome the 
bitterness w hich life  had invested 
in h im .”  (New Y ork  Amsterdam  
News, M arch 13.)

So where did Rustin get the 
story he “ recalls” ? O r rather, w hy 
did he make i t  up? A nd w hat k ind  
of m o ra lity  is i t  tha t produces 
such lies about a man who can’t 
answer back w ith  his own voice?

G. B.

Waste of Time
Bronx, N. Y.

Here is something to ponder fo r 
a “ Thought fo r the Week” :

A n  Am erican “ adviser”  in  
South V ietnam  was quoted in  the 
New Y ork  Times (3/17/65) as 
saying: “ The arm y of South V ie t­
nam jus t isn’t  interested in psy­
chological warfare. They th in k  i t ’s 
a waste of tim e.”

H.L.

Circulation Suggestion
Los Angeles, Calif.

Readers of The M ilita n t who 
have back-date issues no longer 
wanted m igh t help “ spread the 
w ord ”  by leaving the ir old copies 
behind on the seats of buses, sub­
way trains, park benches or sim ­
ila r  public places.

Such a “ private ind iv idua l”  
campaign, i f  taken up by many 
could b ring  another, and more 
honest, po in t of view  to those who 
w ould not norm a lly  come in  con­
tact w ith  a socialist newspaper 
and m ight enlist some new sub­
scribers.

A .K .

Capitalist Standards
Brooklyn, N.Y.

For the past years, American 
capitalism has been able to hide 
behind a facade o f democracy, 
c la im ing to be acting in  the in ­
terests of the people o f the w orld. 
Since the Cuban Revolution, i t  
has become clear throughout the 
w orld  tha t the U nited States is 
not interested in the people of

the w orld , bu t ra ther in  the prop­
e rty  and w ealth o f the w orld. 
These facts are now coming home 
to roost in  the U nited States i t ­
self.

Last week, the U nited States 
power structure as a whole, head­
ed by Johnson, allowed one sec­
tion  of its  body to bruta lize Ne­
groes in  Alabama who were de­
manding the ir c iv il rights suppos­
edly guaranteed to them under 
the power structure ’s own Consti­
tu tion . A t the same tim e they try  
to palm  o ff the bombings and m ur­
ders of the Vietnamese people as 
necessary in  defense o f the ir Con­
stitu tion . This may seem to be a 
contradiction at firs t, bu t at a 
second glance, the power struc­
ture, the capita lis t class, is de­
fending its Constitution in  each 
case.

They view  the Constitution 
w ith o u t its  amendments. They 
have already annulled the 13th, 
14th, and 15th Amendments by 
the ir own actions. The only rights 
they defend are the ir rights  to 
L ife , L ib e rty  and the P ursu it of 
Property.

When the so-called r io t was 
perpetrated against the black peo­
ple in  the H arlem  ghetto last 
summer, Johnson stated his in ten­
tion  to send troops against th is 
h o rr ib ly  oppressed section of 
Am erican Society in order to p ro­
tect property and m ainta in the 
present lawlessness and racist o r­
der. (H is words were “ law  and 
order.” )

As soon as property interests

are being threatened in the Congo 
and V ietnam , Johnson sends 
bombs and troops. As c iv il rights 
are s ti l l  being denied in  Selma, 
as human rights are being de­
stroyed^ th is  w hite  southerner, 
Johnson’ “ deplores the unneces­
sary b ru ta lity ”  against the free­
dom fighters.

Since when is any b ru ta lity  ne­
cessary? He declares a w ar on 
poverty w ith  a pop gun, a w ar on 
racism w ith  his back to the strug­
gle and a w in k  to the racists, and 
an attack on colonialism  w ith  
bombs, napalm, and bullets on the 
Congolese and Vietnamese people.

R.S.

Republocrats?
New York, N.Y.

I t  has occurred to me tha t the 
socialist movement, in  its critic ism  
of the tw o -pa rty  system of the 
U.S., has fo r a long tim e attacked 

• tha t system in  a routine and un­
interesting way. When denouncing 
the concept of the “ lesser ev il,”  
I  th in k  i t  w ould be better to point 
out tha t the Democratic and Re­
publican parties are part of each 
other ra ther than “ not d iffe ren t 
enough.”  To say tha t the ir d iffe r­
ences are m erely shallow is to 
concede tha t there are differences 
between them, and th is is a m is­
take that revo lu tionary socialists 
have made tha t has given weaker 
souls the excuse to back the Dem­
ocrats when the politic ians shar­
pened the “ difference”  image w ith  
the Goldwater ogre.

Instead I  th in k  we should point

out tha t the “ differences”  between 
the tw o parties (and between the 
conservative and moderate fac­
tions w ith in  them ) are w ho lly  i l ­
lusions designed to promote pub­
lic  support fo r the “ r iv a l”  party. 
That is, the Democrats promote 
the image of being a taxing, 
spending, creeping-socialist, M a­
fia -ridden  organization in  order 
to assist the image of the Repub­
licans as a frugal, honest, in d iv id ­
ua l-in itia tive , clean -  government 
party.

Likew ise, the Republicans strive' 
to create an image of being an 
upper-class, reactionary, a n ti- la - ! 
bor, B irch  Society-ridden cabal in  
order to Scare workers and A fro -  
Americans in to  supporting the la ­
bor bureaucrat and M a rtin  L u th e r 
King-endorsed Democrats. I t  m at­
ters not whether these images 
are promoted consciously o r un­
consciously re flecting  a conspiracy 
or the genuine clash o f special in ­
terests. The trap  fo r the voters1 is 
complete and symm etrical.

To draw  an analogy, i t  is like  
the difference between male and 
female. To a ll outward appearanc-: 
es, the tw o sexes are “ opposite.” : 
Yet both are equally necessary to ’ 
the continuation -o f the species, 
and, therefore, are organica lly ' 
connected.

Another analogy is the opposi­
tion between up and down. They 
are indeed “ opposite,”  bu t on$, 
cannot exist w ithou t the other,, 
therefore rea lly  being part o f the 
other.

V \ i  J
George Payne;

It W a s  Reported i n  the Prm
••

1 ■

Socialism, Anyone? —  Thomas 
J. Watson, head o f the In te rna­
tiona l Business Machine Corp., 
offered American youth th is 
cheerful prospect: “ As many as 
800,000 young Americans may be 
out o f school and out o f w o rk  
today. I f  present trends continue, 
by 1970 they may number one and 
a h a lf m illion . To these teen-agers, 
as to the grown man w ith  a hun­
gry fa m ily  w ith  a shack in  Ken­
tucky, our new age means just 
one th ing: the prospect of apathy 
and despair in  the m idst of un­
precedented national affluence.”

Note to Appalachia Jobless —
The W all Street Journal reports: 
“ In  today’s pet-centered society i t  
was probably inevitable tha t 
somebody should publish a cook­
book fo r animals. Doubleday 
brought one out last year called 
The Secret of Cooking fo r Dogs. 
‘Y our dog cannot select his own 
dinner . . : so you have to make 
sure he’s getting the best possible 
nourishment,’ says author M artin  
A. Gardiner. M r. G ard iner’s sug­
gestions include Dog D ip, a com­
bination of cream cheese and 
onion soup m ix , served w ith  dog 
biscuits.”

U-2 Crackdown — New Y o rk ’s 
A tto rney General Le fkow itz  put 
the wham m y on the m anufacturer 
of a toy U-2 spy plane who, he 
said, was g u ilty  of deceptive ad­
vertising. An agreement was 
reached under w hich the manu­
facturer, w ithou ir adm itting  V iolat­
ing the law, w ould stop advertis­
ing  tha t the camera in  the toy 
plane could take m u ltip le  pictures 
w h ile  in  flig h t. This made us feel 
much better since we w ouldn ’t

w an t anything to happen that 
could tarnish the m oral grandeur 
of our spying practices in  the eyes 
of the nation ’s children.

Sexy Scenery — A  New York  
Times report on m illiona ires ’ life  
in  Palm Springs includes this b it 
of intelligence: “ One o f the most 
discussed architectura l achieve­
ments is the new ly redecorated 
home of Frederick. Loewe, com­
poser o f M y F a ir Lady. Gar 
Moore, an aclor-singer-decorator, 
installed a vast, glass-walled bed­
room fo r his c lien t w ith  a bed 
tha t swivels autom atically, en­
abling the occupant to see w hat­
ever portion of the landscape 
catches his fancy. To fu rth e r en­
liven  M r. Loewe’s view, the de­
corator also rearranged the rock 
garden so tha t i t  assumed an 
erotic m o tif.”

Saving Texas —  A tto rney Gen­
eral Waggoner Carr of Texas w il l  
ask the U.S. Supreme Court to re­
consider its recent decision that a 
ra id  on the San Antonio home of 
John W. Sanford, Jr., was illegal. 
The court ordered the re turn  of 
2,000 personal items and books 
seized in  the raid. The ra id  was 
made on the ground Stanford 
m ight be a “ Communist.”  The court

noted tha t m ixed in w ith  books 
by Castro and M arx were works 
by Supreme Court Justice B lack 
and Pope John X X I I I .  C arr saidh 
he ordered the books seized “ be­
cause certain ideas taken from  the: 
books were used to persuade cer­
tain people to adopt a course o f 
conduct, the overall purpose o f 
which was the overthrow  o f our 
state government.”

One Area of P lanning —  In  a
new book on the American edu­
cational system, A rth u r S. Trace, 
Jr., author of What Ivan  Knows  
That Johnny Doesn’t Know, says 
the system used in most U.S. 
schools in  teaching ch ildren how 
to read is equivalent to “ planned 
retardation.”

New Johnson V ic to ry  —  A n ad
hoc committee at Yale U n ive rs ity  

■ claims to have secured the signa­
tures of 925 of the un ive rs ity ’s 
4,000 undergraduate students fo r 
a petition supporting U.£>: in te r­
vention in  Vietnam.

Now Here’s a Real Problem to  
W orry A bout —  A n ad fo r New
Y ork ’s F irs t National C ity  Bank 
warns: “ Next tim e you cash you r 
paycheck —  th ink ! Is i t  a good 
idea to carry a ll that cash 
around?”

Thought fo r the Week
“ The success of the U.S. policy in  V ietnam  depends on a h igh ly  

theoretical assumption: that we can fin d  a po in t where our measured 
blows w i l l  not be so strong that they precipitate a ‘w ide r w a r’ . . . But 
w h ile  the bombing must not be so heavy as to precipitate the w ider 
war, i t  must be heavy enough to persuade Hanoi to give up the strug­
gle . . . There are no signs tha t we are anywhere near find ing  this 
quite im aginary po in t between not too much and ju s t enough bombing. 
The c iv il w ar in  South V ietnam  is going from  bad to worse . . .  In  
fact the m ilita ry  s ituation has never been so bad as f t  is  now.”  —  
W alte r L ippm ann in  the March 18 New Y o rk  Herald Tribune.

SPECIAL 50« INTRODUCTORY OFFER
To reach the widest audience with our 

coverage of the Freedom Now Movement 
we are offering a 4-month introductory 
subscription to The M ilitant fo r 50*.
($1.50 outside of the U.S.)

Name

S tree t 

C ity  ...

Zone

State

Send to The M ilita n t, 1 Ï6  U niversity  Place, 
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y , 10003.
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PRO TEST. Pickets sit down in fron t of entrance to Chase M an­
hattan Bank to protest bank’s refusal to stop lending money to 
racist South A frican  government. Cops hauled them  off.

Paul M ontauk

“ One aspect o f the problem is 
manifested in  the current contro­
versy regarding the threatened le ­
gal action demanding the w ith ­
draw al of A P ic to ria l H isto ry of 
the Negro in  Am erica  from  school 
lib raries, w h ich  led to the cancel­
la tion  of the purchase order fo r 
the ten-volume Negro Heritage 
L ib ra ry . I t  is a sad commentary 
tha t the Negro children in  our 
schools are being denied access to 
knowledge of th e ir ancestors’ role
in  the h is to ry o f th e ir coun try-----
I f  elected I  w i l l  fig h t to get up-to- 
date h is to ry books w h ich  include 
Negro history, in  context, as an 
in tegra l pa rt o f Am erican h is tory.”

Mrs. M ontauk is scheduled to 
speak at a number of “ Candidate 
N ights”  sponsored by local P TA ’s. 
Both candidates are scheduled to 
speak before un ive rs ity  and union 
meetings, and plan to hold street 
meetings in  addition.

S.
The appeal of D r. N ev ille  A le x ­

ander and his ten co-defendants, 
who are imprisoned in  the no to ri­
ous South A frica n  Robben Island 
prison, was heard March 2-3 in  the 
B loem fontein Appeal Court. F o l­
low ing the tw o-day session, the 
court announced tha t i t  would 
reserve decision u n til a later, un­
specified, date.

Dr. A lexander, a 28-year-old 
scholar, and his co-defendants, 
most o f whom are also teachers, 
were convicted last A p r il on 
trum ped-up charges o f “ conspir­
ing”  to overthrow  the fascist-like  
apartheid  government by “ force 
and violence.”

The evidence against them con­
sisted m a in ly  o f books by M a rx ­
ists and other revolutionaries 
found in  D r. A lexander’s lib ra ry . 
For this, D r. A lexander and four 
co-defendants were sentenced to 
ten years im prisonm ent, w h ile  the 
others received sentences o f five  
to seven years.

The appeal was based on 
serious irregu la rities  in  the state 
prosecution, inc lud ing  the reading 
o f the defendant’s correspondence 
w ith  his lawyers by prison au­
thorities.

Funds to help the A lexander 
case, and to  help support the 
fam ilies o f the defendants—which 
have been le ft destitute by these 
imprisonments —  are being raised 
by the A lexander Defense Com­
mittee, w ith  headquarters in  New 
Y ork. Sponsors o f th is committee 
include Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, 
M axw e ll Geismar, Horace M . K a l-  
len, John O. K illens, S later K ing  
and Staughton Lynd.

C ontributions should be sent to

“Im m unity”
To date, over 30 people have 

been called before the w itch- 
hunting grand ju ry  and 13 have 
been indicted fo r contempt. The 
procedure is tha t witnesses are 
“ granted”  so-called im m un ity  — 
depriv ing them o f the ir F ifth  
Amendment righ ts —  and required 
to answer a ll questions p u t to 
them. Those refusing are subject 
to prosecution.

E lino r Goldstein, a 23-year-old 
C ity  College student, who w ent to 
Cuba on the 1963 student t r ip  in  
defiance o f the State Department 
ban, is now serving her second 
30-day sentence fo r refusing to 
testify. She and others face the 
prospect upon release o f being 
asked the same questions they 
have refused to answer, and being 
returned to ja i l  an inde fin ite  num ­
ber o f times.

The constitu tiona lity  of this pro­
cedure is being challenged in  court 
by M ilt  Rosen, chairman of the 
Progressive Labor Movement, and 
seven other p la in tiffs .

P LM  members have been singled 
out fo r persecution by the grand 
ju ry .

the A lexander Defense Committee, 
P. O. Box 345, Canal Street Sta., 
New York, N. Y. 10013.

U N ITED  NATIO NS, M arch 16— 
The UN Committee on Apartheid 
today published a memorandum 
from  the A lexander Defense Com- 
m itte, New York, calling attention 
to the prosecution o f D r. A le x ­
ander and his co-defendants. The 
memorandum includes a b rie f 
h istory o f the case and a lis t o f 
the o rig ina l sponsors o f the com­
mittee.

I t  concludes, “ The A lexander 
Defense Committee pledges to aid

D r. N ev ille  A lexander

NEW YORK, M arch 19 — This 
afternoon over 600 people, mostly 
students, staged a demonstration 
at the Chase Manhattan Bank, 
protesting tha t pow erfu l financia l 
in s titu tion ’s support of the racist 
government of South A frica . The 
demonstration also marked the 
f i f th  anniversary o f the massacre 
of 67 A fricans on March 21, 1960, 
in  Sharpeville, South A frica , when 
the racist police b ru ta lly  attacked 
a peaceful anti-apartheid  demon­
stration.

The picketing at the Chase Man­
hattan Bank began at noon. I t  was 
organized by Students fo r a 
Democratic Society, and supported 
by CORE, SNCC. the National

the U nited Nations Special Com­
m ittee on Aparthe id  in  every pos­
sible way to make the American 
pub lic  conscious o f the apartheid 
tyranny, and calls on a ll who are 
in  sympathy w ith  the world-w ide 
struggle fo r human d ign ity , 
who abhor racia l d iscrim ination 
and national oppression, and who 
desire to see c iv il and po litica l 
liberties extended and secured 
throughout the w orld , to  jo in  in  
support o f its  w o rk .”

NEW YORK, March 17 —  The 
A lexander Defense Com m itte to­
day called attention to the Feb. 
24 arrests o f tw o leaders o f the 
an ti-apartheid  struggle in  South 
A frica , Lao S ih la li and Louis 
Mtshizana. Both are imprisoned 
in Cape Province pending tr ia l.

S ih la li, a secondary school 
teacher, was president o f the Cape 
A frican  Teacher’s Association un­
t i l  the “ Bantu Education A c t”  
(1955) forced h im  out o f the 
teaching profession. Since then, 
he has been hounded from  place 
to place by the police, in  addition 
to being blacklisted so as to deny 
h im  any opportun ity  to earn a 
liv ing .

Mtshizana is a law yer who has 
defended hundreds of men and 
women charged w ith  v io la ting  op­
pressive South A frican  laws. W ith  
S ih la li, he is a prom inent mem­
ber o f the U n ity  Movement of 
South A frica .

A t the request of I. B. Tabata, 
exiled president of the U n ity  
Movement, the A lexander De­
fense Committee has agreed to 
support the defense o f S ih la li and 
Mtshizana.

Student C hristian Federation, the 
Pan-African Students Organiza­
tion in  the Americas, and other 
organizations such as the A lex ­
ander Defense Committee.

A t 2:30 p.m. 43 people sat-in 
to block one o f the m ain entrances 
to the bank’s offices. The police 
arrested a ll 43 sit-inners on charg­
es of d isorderly conduct and re­
sisting arrest.

Today’s action fo llowed court 
proceedings institu ted  by the 
Chase Bank to en jo in  SDS from  
any fo rm  o f demonstration o r dis­
tr ib u tio n  of lite ra tu re  on or near 
its property. Legal action by SDS 
lawyers lim ited  the scope o f th is 
in junction  and the demonstration 
was allowed on a ll pub lic  prop­
e rty  surrounding the bank. The 
sit-in was on a public sidewalk 
and therefore did not vio late the 
in junction.

Chase Manhattan is pa rt o f the 
Rockefeller empire. In  1961 i t  ex­
tended a $10 m illio n  revolving- 
credit loan to South A frica . In  
1963, along w ith  nine other banks, 
i t  len t another $40 m illio n  to the 
racist regime. The bank has de­
nied “ supporting”  apartheid, and 
claims to be engaged on ly in  
“ sound banking business.”

O ther Demonstrations
SDS has stated tha t “ sm aller 

demonstrations w il l  continue at 
Chase and other U.S. banks even 
nom ina lly  involved in  upholding 
w hite  ru le  in  South A frica  through 
th e ir expanding loan programs.”

S im ila r demonstrations took 
place today across the nation. In  
Boston, 100 students demonstrated 
at the F irs t N ational Bank, the 
Kendall Corp. and the U nited Shoe 
Co. The demonstrators were from  
Tufts, Brandeis, M IT , H arvard 
and Smith.

In  D etro it, 75 students from  the 
U n ive rs ity  o f M ichigan, H ighland 
Park Jun io r College and Wayne 
State U n ive rs ity  assembled at the 
m ain p lan t o f the C hrysler Cor­
poration and d istribu ted  leaflets 
to the workers about C hrysler’s 
support of South A frica . SDS rep­
resentatives m et w ith  three Chrys­
le r executives who expressed a 
lack of interest in  the issue of 
apartheid, 'p a r tic u la r ly  due to the 
favorable economic situation in  
South A frica ,”  SDS said.

Students from  W illiam s, Skid­
more and Bennington demonstrat­
ed at the General E lectric p lan t 
in  P itts fie ld , Mass. In  San F ran­
cisco, 100 people picketed the 
stock exchange and the South 
A frica n  consulate.

Socialists Enter 
Race in Oakland
• O A K LA N D , C a lif. —  Paul Mon- 

ta iik  and M ary Lou Montauk, both 
endorsed by the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  and the Young Socialist A l­
liance, have file d  petitions and 
have been pu t on the ba llo t in  the 
lobal elections here. Paul M on­
tauk is candidate fo r mayor, and 
M ary Lou M ontauk is runn ing  fo r 
the post o f School D irector No. 1. 
The candidates are husband and 
w ife .

Pau l M ontauk has raised the 
war issue. He is ca lling fo r com­
plete w ithd raw a l o f Am erican 
troops from  Vietnam, and declares 
that a vote fo r  h im  is a vote 
against the w a r in  Vietnam.

Paul M ontauk has sent an open 
letter to  M ayor H oulihan protest­
ing rac ia l d iscrim ination in  res­
tauran t h ir in g  practices. For some 
weeks now, p icketing has taken 
place in  Jack London Square, a 
restaurant v illage where d iscrim i­
nation is ove rtly  practiced. The 
pickets &ere at f irs t  harassed, in ­
tim idated and arrested. Then, when 
over 3,000 citizens showed up to 
protest the d iscrim ination prac­
ticed b y  the 168 restaurants af­
filiated w ith  the East Bay Res­
tau ran t Association, the m ayor’s 
on ly  reaction, was to seek a re­
s tric tion  on picketing.

H ir in g  Practices
Paul Montauk, w ho is a cook 

and has personal knowledge of 
h ir in g  practices in  restaurants 
here, said in  his open le tte r to 
the mayor, “ I  suggest tha t instead 
o f assigning the C ity  A tto rney to 
search the legal code, seeking a 
legal means of restric ting  p icket­
ing  to on ly 25 pickets, you u tilize  
the powers of your office to con­
duct an o ffic ia l investigation in to  
the h ir in g  practices o f the local 
restaurant indus try  . . .”

The candidate’s open le tte r also 
asked the mayor, “ Do you agree 
W ith the councilman who, speak­
ing of the pickets said, ‘I  don’t 
see w hy we can’t  have some sort 
o f legislation to contro l them ’? 
I f  so, I  respectfu lly suggest that 
you drop a ll pretense and contact 
she riff C la rk  of Selma, Alabama, 
and b ring  in  a real expert.”

M ary Lou M ontauk spoke be­
fore  a meeting of the Oakland 
local o f the Am erican Federation 
o f Teachers on M arch 18 along 
w ith  other candidates fo r School 
D irector posts. She said, “ I  feel 
the most im portan t need of the 
Oakland school d is tr ic t is to face 
squarely the problem  of de facto 
school segregation. A  commission 
should be formed, not to investi­
gate whether de facto  segregation 
exists o r not, because i t  does, bu t 
to determ ine the extent of the 
problem, its effects upon the en­
tire  educational system and to out­
lin e  concrete steps to be taken to 
overcome i t  . . .

500 Protest Bank $$$ 
For S. African Racism

NEW YO R K —  F ive  more w itch ­
hun t v ic tim s were found g u ilty  of 
contempt on M arch 22 fo r having 
refused to answer questions put 
to them by a grand ju ry  ostensibly 
investigating w hether there was a 
“ le ft-w ing  conspiracy”  to incite 
last summer’s outburst in  Harlem. 
Protests over a cop’s k ill in g  o f a 
15-year-old Negro boy preceded 
tha t outburst.

The five  latest v ic tim s o f the 
grand ju ry  are V iv ian  Anderson, 
Nathaniel Barnett, M ichael Creno- 
vich, D avid  Douglas and W illiam  
McAdoo. They were pronounced 
g u ilty  by  a three-judge court and 
are scheduled fo r sentencing A p r il 
5. They face sentences o f up to 
a year. M eanwhile th e ir ba il was 
revoked and a ll were ja iled.

S. Africa Court Hears Alexander Appeal

5 More Jailed In 
New York's 'Red' 

Frame-Up
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