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Latin American Crisis Outpaces U. S. 'Aid'
By Joseph Hansen

SAO  P A U L O , B ra z il —  K ennedy ’s b r ie f  v is it  to  Vene­
zuela and C olom bia was ha iled  in  the press here as an 
enorm ous success. H e  was no t stoned. T h is  unusua l v ic ­
to ry  fo r  A m erican  d ip lom acy fu rn ish e d  a fresh  theme 
fo r  ed ito ria ls  and speeches about the g reat p rom ise o f the 
“ A llia n c e  fo r  Progress. ”

On Dec. 19, fo r  exam ple, L in c o ln  G ordon, the A m e r­
ican ambassador to B ra z il took the s p o tlig h t a t a lu n c h ­
eon arranged b y  lead ing  loca l businessmen. He spoke 
a t le ng th  on the  “ A llia n c e  fo r  Progress”  and how  i t  can 
assure the fu tu re  o f B ra z il.

G ordon declared th a t in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  o f an u n d e r­
developed cou n try  can be achieved along e ith e r o f tw o  
roads: th a t fo llo w e d  by  the A n g lo -S axon  countries, o r 
th a t fo llow e d  by  the  S ov ie t U n ion . The la tte r  road, he 
said, in v o lv e d  fe a rfu l and unnecessary cost in  to il, s u ffe r­
in g  and inhum an  practices such as occurred un de r S ta lin .

In  re p ly  to  the  a rgum ent th a t the experiences o f the

A ng lo -S axon  countries have l i t t le  relevance fo r  B ra z il, 
G ordon o ffe re d  the exam ple o f I ta ly  —  a c o u n try  la ck ­
in g  an A ng lo -S axon  he ritage  —  w h ich  was able in  re ­
cent years to overcom e in fla t io n  and econom ic stagna­
tion  th rou gh  the M a rsh a ll P lan. The “ A llia n c e  fo r  P ro ­
gress, ”  he contended, can serve a s im ila r  fu n c tio n  in  
so lv ing  the prob lem s o f B raz il.

G ordon avoided m en tion ing  th a t am ong o th e r costs o f 
the ca p ita lis t system the  Ita lia n  people su ffe red tw o  
w o r ld  w a rs  and tw o  decades o f fascism  and are s t i l l  
plagued b y  unem p loym ent. O therw ise , h is choice o f an 
exam ple was n o t bad. B y  p o u rin g  b illio n s  o f do lla rs  in to  
Ita ly , the batte red ca p ita lis t system was p u t in  good 
enough cond ition  to  ru n  a fe w  m ore m iles.

B u t the “ A llia n c e  fo r  P rogress”  envisages no th in g  lik e  
the M a rsh a ll P lan  fo r  B ra z il. The to ta l fo r  a ll o f L a tin  
A m erica  over a te n -ye a r pe riod  is o n ly  $10 b illio n s  —  
on e -fo u rth  o f the annual expend itu res fo r  w a r p repa ra ­
tions in  the U n ite d  States —  and inc luded in  th a t sum 
are the  pro tected investm ents o f “ r is k ”  cap ita l.

Too l i t t le  and m uch too la te . L a t in  A m erica  is m ov in g  
on to the  road o f social re vo lu tio n . I t  is tru e  th a t th is  
m ovem ent is ir re g u la r  and sub ject to  m any ups and 
downs, b u t the basic d ire c tio n  is unm is takab le , and the 
forces are o f such o rd e r th a t i t  is  d o u b tfu l th a t a “ p la n ”  
m any tim es g rea te r than  the  M a rsh a ll salvage opera tion  
could postpone fo r  long the socia lis t outcome.

To a v is ito r  w ith  eyes to  see, the sym ptom s are s ta r t-  
lin g ly  c lear. L e t m e c ite  the case o f U ruguay, w h ic h  is 
som ewhat no to rious am ong L a tin -A m e ric a n  re v o lu tio n ­
ists fo r  its  p lac id  w a y  o f life .

W e a rr iv e d  in  M on tev ideo d u r in g  p repa ra tions fo r  a 
one-day genera l s tr ike . W e noted truck lo ad s  o f cha n tin g  
and shou ting  w o rke rs  to u rin g  the  streets. Mass m eetings 
w ere  he ld in  va rious  plazas and a m arch  was staged in  
the cen ter o f to w n  to  g ive  the  s tr ik e  a good send o f f  
the n e x t day.

People in  the la bo r m ovem ent w ith  w hom  w e ta lke d  
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Kennedy to Send More GI’s 
Into Vietnamese Civil War

By George Lavan

Attack on Mine-Mill Union 
Danger Signal for All Labor

The unpub lic ized  e n try  last 
m on th  o f U . S. troops in to  the  c iv i l 
w a r  rag in g  in  South V ie tnam  ap­
p a re n tly  was ju s t a sm a ll dow n 
paym en t on b igger troop  com m it­
m ents to  come.

R obert T ru m b u ll, fa r  ' eastern 
correspondent o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
Tim es, w ho estim ates the size of 
U . S. forces a lready in v o lv e d  in  
the  cam paign against the  V ie t 
Cong, as the South V ie tn am  guer­
r i l la s  are called, a t about 2, 200, 
w rite s  (Dec. 31 ): “ W ashington is 
prepa red  to  add considerab ly 
to  the U . S. m il i ta ry  presence in  
South V ie tn am . . .  The recent a r ­
r iv a l o f 40 tro o p -c a rry in g  he licop­
te rs  to  be operated by  U . S. a rm y  
u n its  w o rk in g  in  con ju nc tion  w ith  
S ou th  V ie tnamese forces was be­
lie ve d  to  be o n ly  the be g inn ing  of 
d ire c t A m erican  assistance fo r  a 
ta c tic a l ro le . I t  is understood in  
Saigon th a t W ashington stands 
ready  to  p ro v id e  a ll the m il ita ry  
m uscle needed to  beat the V ie t 
Cong, in c lu d in g  ground troops i f  
necessary. ”

Though the  A m erican  p u b lic  has 
no t ye t even been in fo rm e d  by  the 
K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  o f U . S. 
e n try  in to  the  southeast A sian 
c o u n try ’s c iv i l  w a r, la s t m on th ’s 
o rd e rin g  o f U . S. troops to  accom­
pany the  South V ie tn am  a rm y  
in to  com bat and “ to shoot back i f  
f ire d  upon”  has a lready produced 
A m erican  casualties. I t  is know n  

/■that in  the  f ir s t  few  days o f th is  
/m il i ta r y  p a rtic ip a tio n  one G I was 
k il le d  and th ree wounded. N ow  
i t  appears th a t a U . S. sergeant, 
o r ig in a lly  lis te d  as A W O L , was 
a c tu a lly  taken prisoner. V ie t Cong 
g u e rr illa s  are reported  to  be to u r­
in g  h im  th rou gh  v illages  as a liv e  
exam ple  o f “ an A m erican  im ­
p e r ia lis t t ry in g  to  conquer South 
V ie tn a m . ”

So fa r  those U . S. troops being 
sent to South V ie tn am  are said to 
be m os tly  a ir  fo rce  and specialized 
un its , b u t i t  is im p robab le  tha t, 
h a v in g  got in vo lve d , the K ennedy 
a d m in is tra tio n  can long re fra in  
fro m  sh ipp ing  la rge num bers of 
in fa n try .  I t  should be reca lled  
th a t U . S. in vo lve m e n t in  the 
K orean  W a r also began w ith  
prom ises o f sending o n ly  a ir  force 
and specia lis t un its.

The fa c t is th a t the c o rru p t and 
b ru ta l D iem  d ic ta to rsh ip  is  u n i­

ve rs a lly  hated b y  the people of 
South V ie tnam . The V ie t Cong 
g u e rr illa s  are so strong n o t on ly  
because the popu la tion  is on th e ir  
side b u t because m any o f them  
are fig h te rs  b y  n ig h t and peasants 
by  day. M oreover, the sold iers o f 
the  D ie m ’s a rm y  have l i t t le  
stomach fo r  la y in g  dow n th e ir  
lives  fo r  the hated governm ent. 
T h is  is p a r t ic u la r ly  tru e  o f the 
“ dra ftees, ”  m any o f w h om  are 
s im p ly  rounded up on the streets 
and shoved in to  u n ifo rm . U . S. 
m il ita ry  experts  are m ak in g  a 
b ig  to -do  about w ays o f im p ro v ­
in g  m ora le  and f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f 
the  D iem ’s arm y.

The a ttitu d e  o f the popu la tion  
m ay be gleaned fro m  U . S. re ­
p o rte rs ’ rem arks such as the  fo l­
lo w in g  fro m  the N . Y. T im es  a rtic le  
c ited  above: “ One o f the  m ost 
serious prob lem s fac in g  Saigon 
and its  U . S. supporters is the  ap­
pa ren t p u b lic  apa thy on the  w a r 
w ith  the V ie t Cong. Peasants in  
c o u n try ’s v illages  and ham lets ac­
cept the V ie t Cong’s depredations 
passive ly. . .  Some say the  rea­
son fo r  th is  apparen t apa thy. . .  
is  an A sian cha rac te ris tic  to  ac­
cept the  v ic iss itudes o f w a r 
q u ie tly . ”

S ix ty - tw o  M em bers o f P a r lia ­
m en t in  C eylon have appealed to 
Soviet P re m ie r K h ru shch ev  h a il­
in g  the  recent re h a b ilita tio n  o f 
people fa lse ly  condemned in  S ta l­
in ’s fra m e -u p  tr ia ls  and u rg in g  a 
p u b lic  rev is ion  o f the  v e rd ic t 
against Leon T ro tsky , “ the most 
fam ous o f the  persons thus con­
demned in  S ta lin ’s tim e . ”

S ignatures to  the  pe tition , w h ich  
was dated Nov. 23, w ere no t ac­
cepted fro m  any Senators o r Rep­
resentatives be long ing  to  the  U n it ­
ed N a tion a l P a rty , w h ich  m any 
socialists in  th a t southeast A sian  
na tio n  consider an a n ti-S o v ie t 
pa rty .

The te x t o f the p e tit io n  is as 
fo llow s :

The Secretary, C om m unis t P a rty  
o f the  S ov ie t U n ion , Moscow.
Y o u r E xce llency:

We, the s ignatories to  th is  ap-

By Fred Halstead
The F e d e r a l  goverm ent’s 

stepped-up d r iv e  against c iv i l  l ib ­
erties was tu rned  d ire c tly  against 
the la b o r m ovem ent w ith  a Fed­
e ra l exa m in e r’s recom m endation 
Dec. 28 th a t the M ine, M i l l  and 
S m elte r W orkers  U n ion  be labe led

peal, are a ll m em bers o f the P a r­
lia m e n t o f Ceylon.

We have noted in  the  published 
proceedings o f the 22nd Congress 
o f the CPSU th a t i t  has been o f­
f ic ia l ly  stated th a t in  the  tim e  o f 
the  la te  Joseph V. S ta lin  va rious 
lead ing revo lu tiona rie s  and others 
had been fa lse ly  accused and fa lse ­
ly  declared g u ilty  a t fra m e -u p  
tr ia ls  o f in fam ous p o lit ic a l crim es 
against the U n io n  o f S ov ie t So­
c ia lis t Republics.

We also note w ith  re a l satisfac­
tio n  th a t the  G overnm en t o f the 
USSR and the CPSU its e lf  have 
set go ing processes w h ich  w i l l  
enable the reconsidera tion  o f these 
cases and the re h a b ilita tio n , m ost­
ly  posthum ously, o f the v ic tim s  of 
the te r ro r  o f th a t tim e.

I t  is h a rd ly  necessary to rem ind  
Y o u r E xce llency th a t the  most 
fam ous o f the  persons thus con-

“ C o m m u n is t- in filtra te d . ”  I f  the 
recom m endation is uphe ld, the 
un ion  w i l l ,  under the term s o f the 
S ubvers ive A c t iv it ie s  C o n tro l A c t 
o f 1954, be de p rived  o f its  r ig h t  
o f legal c e rtif ic a tio n  as a ba rga in ­
in g  agent fo r  its  members.

The 68 -yea r-o ld  h a rd -ro c k  m in -

demned in  S ta lin ’s t im e  was Leon 
T ro tsky , co-leader w ith  L e n in  o f 
the  G rea t O ctober R evo lu tion  o f 
1917 and a p r in c ip a l b u ild e r o f 
the Red A rm y . As Y o u r E xce l­
lency is aw are T ro ts k y  was “ t r ie d ”  
in  h is absence in  M arch  1938 and 
“ conv ic ted”  o f “ A n ti-S o v ie t es­
pionage, d ive rs ive  and te rro r is tic  
a c tiv itie s  fo r  the purpose o f unde r­
m in in g  the  pow er o f the USSR, 
acce le ra ting  an arm ed a ttack on 
the USSR, assisting fo re ign  ag­
gressors to  seize te r r ito ry  o f the 
USSR and to  d ism em ber i t . . .  ”  

Y o u r E xce llency is no doub t 
aw are th a t on the very1 announce- 
T ro ts k y  repud ia ted and denounced 
m en t o f the charges against h im , 
them  p u b lic ly  as to ta lly  fa lse and 
also o ffe red to go before an in te r ­
na tio n a l com m ission on the  fo o t­
in g  o f an assurance b y  h im  tha t 
i f  the com m ission found  h im  g u il-  

( Continued on Page 2)

ers’ un ion, rep resen ting  60, 000 
w orkers , is the  la rgest in the non- 
fe rrou s  m e ta l in d u s try  and one of 
the  oldest in d u s tr ia l un ions in the 
coun try . Loss o f certification 
r ig h ts  cou ld be a death blow to a 
un ion.

M in e -M il l P res iden t John  Clark; 
however, announced th a t the  ru l­
in g  w i l l  be appealed and th a t the  
u n io n ’s legal pos ition  w i l l  n o t be 
effected u n t il a l l ju d ic ia l proceed­
ings are concluded w h ic h  should 
take several years. The ranks of 
M in e -M il l,  w h ich  have stood up  
to an a lm ost con tinuous a tta ck  by 
the com panies and the gove rn ­
m en t fo r  ove r ten years, are n o t 
lik e ly  to buckle  unde r th is  la tes t 
blow .

The m ost im m ed ia te  e ffe c t of 
the ru l in g  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be the 
encouragem ent o f ra id in g  o f Mine- 
M il l  ju r is d ic tio n  by  ce rta in  offi­
cia ls o f r iv a l un ions w h ic h  —  for 
the m om ent —  are n o t be ing at­
tacked unde r the p rov is ions of the 
1954 act. The iro n y  is th a t if  these 
vu ltu re s  never have to face such 
attack, i t  w i l l  be because M ine- 
M il l  w iths tands  the blows.

Should the w i tch -h u n te rs  suc­
ceed in  des troy ing  one un ion  with  
th is  weapon, th e y ’l l  tu rn  with in ­
creased v ig o r on the  n e x t one, and 
then the next. The fa c t is that 
any un ion in  the c o u n try  can be 
fra m e d -u p  on the same k in d  of 

(Continued on Page 2)

White Md. Students 
Honor Negro Girl

F oo tb a ll season “ queen”  o f C ity  
College H ig h  School in  B a ltim o re  
was D o ro th y  Evonne W hite , a 16- 
yea r o ld  Negro g ir l.  She was 
chosen fro m  a con testing  f ie ld  o f 
30 by the w h ite  s tudent leaders 
o f the a ll-b o ys  h igh  school. M iss 
W h ite  is a senior a t the  a ll-g ir ls  
Eastern H ig h  School w h ic h  is  n e x t 
door to C ity . B o th  schools d ra w  
students on an a ll-c ity ,  desegre­
gated basis. O f a s tudent body o f 
3, 247 a t C ity  660 are Negroes; 
Eastern has 524 Negroes in  an en­
ro llm e n t o f 3, 028.

The ju d g in g  body a t C ity  was 
composed o f stud en t-gove rnm en t 
and class o ffice rs  and ed ito rs  of 
student pub lica tions. A l l  are 
w h ite . F ina lis ts  in  the contest 
chosen fro m  photographs su b m it­
ted w ere  pe rsona lly  in te rv ie w e d  
by  the com m ittee . I t  announced 
th a t M iss W h ite  was the m a jo r ity  
choice on the  f ir s t  b a llo t on the 
basis o f pe rsona lity , appearance, 
poise and speaking a b ility .

She sat in  a specia l box reserved 
fo r  the  pres ident o f the s tudent 
governm ent and his p a rty  a t the 
b ig  game and was crow ned a t the 
dance w h ich  fo llow ed .

W IN  FR E E D O M . W illiam  and Celia Pomeroy, ja iled for life  
by the P hillip ine  government in  1951, won a pardon Dec. 29. T he ir  
“crim e” had been participation in  the Hukbalahap guerrilla  m ove­
ment which fought Japanese occupation during W orld  W ar I I  
and then became a movement for land reform  and independence. 
Pomeroy firs t w ent to the Phillip ines as a soldier during W orld  
W ar I I .  A fte r his discharge in  1946 he returned there and m arried  
Celia (this is the ir wedding p icture) who had been a H uk sup­
porter during the w ar. Together they became active in  the m ove­
ment w hich was fin a lly  crushed by U . S. arms. A  committee headed 
by attorney V incent H allinan  was established in  1960 to w in  
freedom for the Pomeroys.
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A n  in d ic tm e n t o f W ash ing ton ’s 
d e te rm in a tion  to  p ro p  up ty ra n ts  
as a b a rr ie r  to  social progress is 
con ta ined in  a Dec. 30 N o rth  
A m e rica n  N ewspaper A llia n ce  
synd ica ted a rtic le  on the  U . S. - 
backed d ic ta to rsh ip  in  H a it i.  These 
are some excerpts:

“ The H a it ia n  people are seeth­
in g  unde r a re ign  o f oppression 
and assassination. D irec ted  by  a 
strongm an, the pam pered a rm y  
and the c iv ilia n  po lice  ru n  the 
cou n try . C o rru p tio n  is r i fe  in  the 
governm ent. M ost o f the resources 
o f the c o u n try  are underdeve l­
oped. The people are im poverished 
and neglected. The U n ited  States 
is bo ls te ring  the reg im e w ith  funds 
and arm s.

Country Doctor
“ R u lin g  over the W estern th ird  

o f a C aribbean is land shared w ith  
the  D om in ican  R epub lic  is a coun­
t r y  doctor w ho  came to pow er 
fo u r  years ago. . . .

“ In  h is 1957 p re s id en tia l cam ­
pa ign  D u v a lie r  appealed to  the 90 
p e r cent o f the  po pu la tion  w h ich  
is b la ck . . .  H ow ever, since he 
too k  o ffice , l ig h t  faces have dom ­
in a ted  h is  cabinets.

“ D u v a lie r  has extended h is  s ix -  
yea r m andate before the f ir s t  fo u r  
years have exp ired , a lthough  the 
c o n s titu tio n  a llow s o n ly  one te rm . 
H e m ade the  m ove a fte r  a s ide- 
e lec tion  (w ith  o n ly  D u v a lie r  fo l­
low ers  on the b a llo t)  w h ic h  was 
engineered a fte r  the  governm ent 
overcam e the  m ost serious th re a t 
to  its  c ris is -s tudded re ign : a fo u r-  
m on th  boyco tt b y  the u n iv e rs ity  
students. . .

“ In  the  past, w hen the pressure 
of the  people became too great, a 
g roup  o f o ffice rs  fre q u e n tly  gave 
the  f in a l push to he lp  get the 
p res iden t ou t o f o ffice  in  o rd e r to 
p re ve n t bloodshed. B u t i f  o ffice rs  
of the  present genera l s ta ff, th a t 
b ro u g h t D u v a lie r  to pow er, should

(Continued from  Page 1)
evidence used in  th is  case against 
M in e -M il l.

The Dec. 28 ru lin g , w h ic h  was 
made by  F rancis  A . C h e rry , an 
exa m in e r fo r  the S ubvers ive  A c ­
t iv it ie s  C o n tro l B oard, comes as 
M in e -M il l  faces a ju r is d ic tio n a l 
b a ttle  in  several areas w ith  o f­
f ic ia ls  o f the  U n ite d  S tee lw orkers 
o f A m erica . The m ost c ru c ia l of 
these is the  S ubbu ry  area o f O n­
ta r io , the  la rgest n o n -fe rro u s  m in ­
in g  d is tr ic t  in  N o rth  A m erica .

T hough the ru l in g  w o u ld  no t 
d ire c t ly  e ffe c t M in e -M il l ’s lega l 
r ig h ts  in  Canada, some S tee lw o rk ­
ers o ff ic ia ls  the re  licked  th e ir  
chops over the ru lin g  hop ing  the 
bad  p u b lic ity  w o u ld  weaken th e ir  
r iv a l.

Bureaucrat Gloats

“ T h is  on ly  substantia tes the 
po s ition  o f the C IO  w hen they 
expe lled  M in e -M il l in  1 9 4 9 . . .  I t  
shows M in e -M il l  is a un ion  th a t 
is  fa ll in g  ap a rt a t the  seams, ”

N E W  Y O R K  

The F irs t Y ear o f  th e  K ennedy A d m in ­
is tra tio n . A n  app ra isa l by  M yra  Tanner 
W eiss, e d ito r ia l b o a rd  m em ber, In te rn a ­
tio n a l S o c ia lis t Rev iew . F ri.. Dec. 12, 
8 :  30 p . m. 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place. C o n tr ib . 
50c. A usp . M i li ta n t  Lab o r Forum .

*  *  *

Fair Play W e lco m e  Party fo r  Ed Shaw,

M idw e s te rn  R epresenta tive , FPCC, just 
re tu rn e d  fro m  C ub a . D ancing, re fresh- 
m nts. Fri., Dec. 12, 9 p . m. 20 S pruce St. 
(T a le  any subw ay to  C ity  H a ll, then 
w a lk one b lo c k . ) C o n tr ib . 99c. A usp . Fair 
P lay fo r  C u b a  C o m m itte e .

be in c lin e d  to defect, they w o u ld  
fee l the m uzzles o f secret po lice 
in  th e ir  backs.

“ M an y  g u n -to tin g  governm ent 
o ff ic ia ls  earned th e ir  s tripes by 
com m andeering th e ir  ow n gangs 
to  m a in ta in  D u v a lie r  in  power.

Inform ers and Spies
“ T hey  w o rk  c losely w ith  a vast 

n e tw o rk  o f in fo rm e rs  and spies 
easily  re c ru ite d  am ong the hu n ­
g ry  popu la tion . M any domestics 
thus supplem ent th e ir  $6 -a -m onth  
incom e and k n o w in g  H a itian s  
w a tch  th e ir  conversation w hen a 
beggar saunters over to th e ir  car 
o r a b o o t-b lack  w anders by. The 
hotels are in fested w ith  chau f­
feu rs  and servants w ith  e v e r- lis t­
en ing  ears.

“ D u va lie r, sh o rtly  a fte r  ta k in g  
o ffice , d isbanded the w ho le  N a­
t io n a l A ssem bly in  fa v o r o f a new  
D u v a lie r  slate; the  ranks o f the 
teachers w ere  purged b y  im p r is ­
onm ent and dism issal; the  F rench 
archbishop, a H a it ia n  bishop, and 
e igh t p riests w ere  expe lled ; 'th e  
heads o f the  T rade  U n ion  Federa­
tio n  and the tw o  strongest unions, 
the Sugar W orke rs ’ and C h au f­
fe u rs ’ U n ion , fle d  abroad.

Gag Rule
“ No c r it ic is m  o f the reg im e is 

p e rm itte d  in  the press. O pposition  
p a r ty  leaders are in  ex ile . T h e ir  
ac tive  supporters pass th e ir  tim e  
e ith e r in  ja i l  o r under constant 
su rve illance . The popu la tion  gen­
e ra lly  f ind s  i t  w ise  to stay o ff 
the streets a t n igh t.

“ U n ited  States p o licy  is caught 
between the  H a itia n  people’s re ­
sentm ent o f ou r support o f an 
in e p t reg im e w h ich  cou ldn ’t  even 
m eet its  p a y ro ll w ith o u t U n ited  
States funds, and the danger o f 
le tt in g  fa l l  a man the State De­
p a rtm e n t considers a defense 
against the po pu la r appeal o f 
Castro ju s t across the s tra it. ”

gloated D . M . S torey, S tee lw orkers 
le g is la tive  d ire c to r in  Toron to .

The m em bersh ip o f M in e -M il l 
was th ro w n  ou t o f the C IO  —  
along w ith  the  m em bersh ip  o f 
some ten o ther un ions —  w hen 
the r ig h t-w in g  l a b o r  leaders 
b rough t T ru m a n ’s w itc h -h u n t in to  
the  la b o r m ovem ent. T h a t re s u lt­
ed in  m ore than a decade o f re d - 
h u n tin g  w ith in  un ions and ju r is ­
d ic tio n a l w a rfa re  between them , 
and was a m a jo r fa c to r in  the 
decline o f the la bo r m ovem ent 
d u rin g  the 1950’s.

In  1955, the  F edera l gove rn ­
m en t in it ia te d  the action  w h ic h  
resu lted  in  last m o n th ’s ru l in g  
against M in e -M il l.

Tried  During Strike
In  1956, e leven o ffice rs  and 

fo rm e r o ffice rs  o f the un ion  were 
in d ic te d  unde r the no n -C om m u- 
n is t a f f id a v it  clause o f the  T a ft-  
H a r tle y  A c t, b u t the case was le f t  
in  abeyance. Then, in  September,
1959, a t a c ru c ia l p o in t in  a s tr ik e  
fo r  a new  con tract w ith  the coun­
t r y ’s m a jo r copper producers, the 
M in e -M il l o ff ic ia ls  w ere  b rough t 
to  t r ia l  in  the  F edera l cou rt at 
Denver.

T o  m ake m atte rs  worse, the 
o ther m a jo r un ions in  the in du s­
t r y  —  the S tee lw orkers  and M a­
ch in is ts  —  settled w ith  the  com ­
panies, leav ing  M in e -M il l to f ig h t 
alone. The s tr ik e  lasted s ix  and a 
h a lf m onths, b u t the un ion  won. 
D u r in g  the  s trike , the Team sters 
un ion  guaranteed a $100, 000 loan 
fo r  s tr ik e  re l ie f  to  M in e -M il l 
mem bers.

The eleven defendents in  the 
D enver case w ere  conv ic ted  and 
are now  appealing the case. A  
m u tu a l assistance pact between 
M in e -M il l and the Team sters was 
attacked a t hearings o f the  East­
land  Senate In te rn a l S ecu rity  
C om m ittee  la s t Oct. 3.

Women for Peace 
Hold Spirited Rally 
In San Francisco

By M aria  di Savio
S A N  FR AN C IS C O , Dec. 31 —  

F ive  hundred  people, m a in ly  
wom en, attended a tw o -h o u r peace 
ra l ly  yesterday a t U n ion  Square 
sponsored by W om en A c tin g  fo r  
Peace.

T hey heard b r ie f ta lks  by  P earl 
M in de l, San Francisco head o f the 
group ; R obert Sym onds o f the 
San Francisco A c to rs  W orkshop; 
D r. Frances H e rrin g , na tion a l 
leader o f A m erican  W om en fo r  
Peace; R ita  M oreno, s ta r o f West 
Side S to ry ; and G e rt C h ia rito , 
whose p rog ram  o f fo lk  songs is 
heard over K P F A -F M , Berke ley, 
and w ho cha ired the  ra lly .

D r. H e rr in g  ou tlin ed  fu tu re  
pro jects to be undertaken  by 
W omen A c tin g  fo r  Peace. These 
in c lud e  a F eb ru a ry  m otorcade to 
Sacram ento p ro tes ting  the e ffo rts  
o f Gov. B ro w n  and the state leg is­
la tu re  to  push th rough  a m am ­
m oth  fa llo u t she lte r p rog ram  and 
re g u la r “ f i r s t  o f the  m on th ”  na­
tio n -w id e  dem onstra tions f o r  
peace.

She said gains are be ing made 
to l in k  the  m ovem ent w ith  s im ­
i la r  ones th rou gh ou t the w o r ld  
w ith  the  re su lt th a t on Jan. 15 
the re  w i l l  be dem onstra tions of 
wom en in  W ashington, Moscow, 
m ost o f the European cap ita ls, 
some o f the  cap ita ls  o f South 
A m erica  and Asia, and a t least 
one in  A fr ic a .

Cop Admits Framing 
Man That He Shot

A  v iv id  exam ple o f w h a t in n o ­
cent people can s u ffe r at the  hands 
o f tr ig g e r-h a p p y  cops was p ro ­
v id ed  in  St. Lou is  w hen P a tro l 
W o lf Hochm an was in d ic te d  fo r  
p e r ju ry  Dec. 23. Police said he 
ad m itted  he had fa lse ly  stated 
th a t a m an he had shot had been 
arm ed w ith  a s tra igh t-edge  razor.

A cco rd in g  to  o ff ic ia l accounts, 
E u ra l Thomas, 22, v ic t im  o f the 
shooting w h ich  occurred J u ly  29,
1960, was r id in g  in  a car w ith  a 
g roup  o f fr ie n d s  w h i c h  was 
stopped by  tw o  policem en. H och­
m an re p o rte d ly  opened the door 
w here  Thom as was s it t in g  and 
f ire d  h is revo lve r, in f l ic t in g  a 
flesh w ound in  the arm . Thom as 
was taken to  a po lice  s ta tion  
w here  a sergeant to ld  h im  a razo r 
had been found  in  the car. A c ­
cord ing  to  investiga tors, Hochm an 
now  adm its  the  razo r he showed 
in  co rrobo ra tion  was h is own.

W hen he was arrested, Thom as 
said, “ the  po licem an to ld  m e he 
w ished he had k il le d  m e so he 
w o u ld n ’t  have to  m ake ou t a p o l­
ice re p o rt. ”

... Ceylon MP's
(Continued from  Page 1)

ty  in  any respect he w o u ld  im ­
m ed ia te ly  place h im se lf a t the  d is ­
posal o f the po lice  a u tho ritie s  o f 
the USSR. Y o u r E xce llency is also 
no doub t aw are th a t T ro ts k y  d id  
in  fa c t go v o lu n ta r ily  be fore the 
celebrated Dewey Com m ission 
w h ic h  a fte r  a ca re fu l and p ro ­
longed in ves tig a tion  accepted 
T ro ts k y ’s pos itive  p ro o f th a t S ta­
l in ’s charges against h im  were 
false.

In  a ll these circum stances w e 
appeal to you to cause a pu b lic  
and a u th o rita tiv e  rev is ion  o f the 
proceedings and the  alleged e v i­
dence against T ro tsky , b r in g in g  
to  bear upon the  rev is ion  the 
kn o w n  established facts w h ich  
w ere  in  no m anner re fe rre d  to a t 
the  “ t r ia l .  ”

P e rm it us to  add th a t the au­
th o riz in g  o f such a rev is ion  by 
the  G overnm en t o f the USSR w i l l  
redound enorm ously to the  c re d it 
no t on ly  o f the  USSR b u t also o f 
the  en tire  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  
class m ovem ent.

(Continued from Page 1)
la te r judged  th a t the one-day 
dem onstra tion  was n o t a com plete 
success. Stores stayed open. G ov­
e rnm en t-opera ted  buses and in d i­
v id u a lly -o w n e d  ta x is  con tinued to 
run . A n d  no t a l l p lan ts  were down.

H ow eve r the evidence was su f­
f ic ie n t to  show th a t th is  qu ie t 
co u n try  is be ing pu lle d  ir re s is t ib ly  
in to  the g reat con tine n ta l u p ­
heaval.

A n d  w h a t was the s tr ik e  about? 
A  dem onstra tion  o f sym pa thy  to 
he lp the packinghouse and w o o l- 
processing w o rke rs  w ho  in  va rious 
ways, in c lu d in g  s tr ik e  action, are 
p u ttin g  pressure on the gove rn ­
m en t to do som eth ing about u n ­
em ploym ent.

Mass unem p loym ent in  th is  t in y  
land o f th ree  m il lio n  people is 
due, in  tu rn , to a nan-ow ing of 
the U ruguayan  sector in  the w o rld  
m a rke t fo r  w oo l, tex tile s , g ra in  
and meat. The “ A llia n c e  fo r  P ro ­
gress, ”  i t  seems, has no p rov is ion  
fo r  an a lliance  w ith  the A m erican  
fa rm  bloc th a t w o u ld  open the 
U . S. m a rke t to  U ruguayan  a g r i­
c u ltu ra l p roducts on a b ig  scale; 
and o th e r consum ption  areas have 
cu t dow n purchases.

Argentine Problems
A rge n tin a , a m uch b igger coun­

try ,  appears even less capable of 
u t i l iz in g  the “ A llia n c e  fo r  P ro ­
gress”  to  solve basic econom ic and 
social problem s.

W h ile  w e  w ere  in  Buenos A ires, 
a s ix -w e e k  s tr ik e  o f the  ra ilw a y  
w o rke rs  came to an end. I t  was a 
d i f f ic u lt  s tr ik e  o f a defensive 
character. The governm ent had 
f ire d  some 75, 000 ra ilro a d  w o rk ­
ers ou t o f a to ta l o f 200, 000. The 
reason fo r  th is  inhum an measure 
—  ty p ic a l o f the p rice  o f the cap­
ita l is t  system —  was s im p ly  to 
lo w e r the wage s truc tu re . C om ­
p e tit io n  fro m  tru c k in g  has cu t 
in to  ra ilw a y  earn ings to  such an 
ex te n t th a t the ca p ita lis t press 
describes the  A rg e n tin e  ra ilw a y  
system as a “ cancer. ”

The governm ent d id  its  u tm ost 
to iso la te and smash the s trike . 
Some tra in s  ran unde r a rm y 
orders and under p ro tec tion  of 
arm ed forces. B ribes in  the fo rm  
o f lu m p  settlem ents w ere o ffe red 
a la ye r o f w orkers.

B u t the tw o  ra ilw a y  unions 
stuck tough and f in a lly  w on a 
p a r tia l v ic to ry  —  a th ree -m on th  
postponem ent, d u r in g  w h ich  tim e  
the  fa te  o f the 75, 000 w i l l  be re ­
considered.

The s o lid a r ity  o f the ra n k  and 
f i le  was decis ive in  ga in ing  th is  
b re a th ing  space. In  ad d itio n  the 
s tr ik e rs  w ere  aided b y  a th ree - 
day genera l s tr ik e  ca lled  as a 
dem onstra tion  o f so lid a rity .

2 General Strikes
The A rg e n tin e  la b o r m ovem ent 

is deba ting  the ro le  o f the leader­
sh ip in  ' the th ree -da y  general 
s tr ike . As in  the  tw o  prev ious 
genera l s trikes  th is  yea r —  one 
fo r  24 hours and the o ther fo r  
48 —  the pressure to  do som eth ing 
on a b ig  scale came fro m  the ra n k  
and f ile . The 72 -hour stoppage 
p a r t ia l ly  para lyzed a c tiv itie s  b u t 
d id  no t ga in  w h a t was possible. 
The leadersh ip  dam pened m il ita n t 
action instead o f s tepping up the 
tem po and b locked the s tr ik e  fro m  
ta k in g  the p o lit ic a l d irec tio n  
sought b y  the  ranks.

The m ost s ig n if ic a n t fea tu re  of 
th is  strugg le , in so fa r as the re la ­
tions between A m erican  im p e r ia l­
ism  and the A r gentine ru lin g  class 
are concerned, is the  a ttitu d e  
w h ich  the  F ro n d iz i governm ent 
feels com pelled to take to w a rd  the 
w o rk in g  class. The “ A llia n c e  fo r  
Progress”  m akes no p rov is ion  fo r  
unem p loym ent in  such a basic pa rt 
o f A rg e n tin a ’s econom ic s truc tu re  
as the  ra ilw a y  system. On the con­
tra ry , to m eet K en ne dy ’s re q u ire ­
m ents fo r  d o lla r  handouts, F ro n ­
d iz i m ust th ro w  75, 000 fam ilies  
ou t on the streets.

W idespread unem p loym ent, or 
erosion o f w o rk ing -c la ss  purchas­
in g  pow er th rou gh  in fla t io n , these 
are among the p r in c ip a l forces im -

Frondizi

p e llin g  the L a tin -A m e ric a n  masses 
in to  class strugg le . On the o ther 
hand, c lien ts  o f the “ A llia n c e  fo r  
Progress”  seek to  d isp la y  th e ir  
capacity  fo r  f irm  ru le  in  o rd e r to  
assure a “ favo ra b le  c lim a te ”  fo r  
A m erican  investm ents.

W e saw an ou ts tand ing  exam ple  
o f th is  las t w eek in  B ra z il. W ith in  
tw o  days fro m  its  beg inn ing , G ov­
e rn o r C arva lho  P in to  b roke  an 
“ in d e fin ite  genera l s tr ik e ”  in  Sao 
Paulo, the m ost h ig h ly  in d u s tr ia l­
ized area in  a l l o f Latir*. A m erica .

The w o rke rs  o f Sao P au lo  had 
reason enough fo r  action. Despite 
a ll the  prom ises o f p ro sp e rity  u n ­
der the  “ A llia n c e  fo r  Progress, ”  
the cost o f l iv in g  in  B ra z il has 
gone up an estim ated 45 per cent 
since las t year. The s tr ik e  dem and 
was one -m on th ’s pay as a C h r is t­
mas bonus.

Inadequate Preparation
How ever, the  s tr ik e  was o rgan­

ized w ith  in s u ff ic ie n t fo res igh t. 
W h ile  custom ary p repara tions 
w ere  made fo r  an o rd in a ry  s trike , 
the leaders overlooked the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f v io lence be ing used 
against an “ in d e fin ite ”  genera l 
s trike .

The governm ent, on the o th e r 
hand, decided to  u til iz e  the s tr ik e  
fo r  a dem onstra tion  o f force and 
made a ll-o u t p repara tions. I t  dec­
la red the s tr ik e  “ il le g a l”  and the 
press took up the hue and c ry  
abou t “ outside ag ita to rs ”  and 
“ com m unist in flue nce . ”

On Dec. 13, the n ig h t the s tr ik e  
was to  begin, po lice ra ided  un ion  
headquarters th rou gh ou t the  c ity . 
P icke ts  were arrested w h ere ve r 
they appeared. A b o u t 1, 300 w ere  
im prisoned , in c lu d in g  v ir tu a l ly  
the  e n tire  s tr ik e  leadersh ip .

U nprepared to m eet such meas­
ures, the leaders fe lt  forced to  ca ll 
o f f  the s tr ike . T h is  was the  back­
g round fo r  the  s t ir r in g  message 
fro m  Am bassador G ordon about 
the v irtu e s  o f the  “ A llia n c e  fo r  
Progress”  in  de fend ing  the dem o­
c ra tic  w a y  o f life .

The cris is  in  B ra z il, how ever, is  
o f such p ro fo un d  cha racte r th a t 
even ca p ita lis t c irc les are deba ting  
how  close the  c o u n try  is to  a 
m a jo r upheava l. F o r instance, the  
lead e d ito r ia l in  the  Dec. 14 O Es­
tado de Sao Paulo, a L a t in -A m e r­
ican vers ion  o f the  New Y o rk  
Tim es, discusses w h e the r B ra z il is 
no t in  a “ p re -re v o lu tio n a ry  phase. ”

Ruling Class W orried
In  some sectors o f the B ra z ilia n  

bourgeoisie, I  was to ld  by  a jo u r ­
n a lis t in  pos ition  to know , the 
p re v a ilin g  mood about the fu tu re  
is fea r and un ce rta in ty . A lo n g  
w ith  th is  is s in is te r ta lk  about the 
“ need”  fo r  a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip . 
Large-sca le  bu y in g  o f do lla rs  in  
the  past fe w  m onths, w h ich  
b ro u g h t the cruze iro  to a new low , 
is evidence o f the pessim istic 
mood. E v id e n tly  some o f K e n ­
nedy ’s b e s t  L a tin -A m e ric a n  
fr ien ds  f in d  l i t t le  in  the g low ing  
advertisem ents about the “ A llia n ce  
fo r  P rogress”  to  in sp ire  co n fi­
dence.

As fo r  the w o rke rs  and o ther 
oppressed layers o f the popu la tion , 
they are show ing w h a t they th in k  
abou t K ennedy ’s prom ises in  the 
w ay th a t comes m ost n a tu ra l to 
them  —  action.

. . .  Gov’t  Attack on Mine-Mill Union
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The Fight for Job Security
A lth o u g h  jo b  se cu rity  is be ing  s tead ily  unde rm ined  by a u to ­

m a tio n  and p e rio d ic  econom ic slum ps, u n io n  o ff ic ia ls  con tinue  to 
d u ck  th e ir  leadersh ip  re s p o n s ib ility  in  the  f ig h t to  defend la b o r ’s 
in te rests . T hey seem to  hope th a t e ith e r the  p rob lem  w i l l  go 
aw ay  o r th a t the  bosses’ gove rnm en t w i l l  do som eth ing  abou t i t  
o r th a t th e y  can d isen franch ise  the  unem ployed  fo r  n o n -p a ym e n t 
o f u n io n  dues.

A  d if fe re n t v ie w  is taken  by w o rke rs  now  jobless and by 
those w ho fe a r th e y  m ay get the  ax any day. T hey w a n t un ion  
ac tion  to  p ro te c t th e ir  jobs th ro u g h  a f ig h t  fo r  sh o rte r hours  w ith  
no  cu t in  pay. T h e ir  pressure has led  to  fo rm a l u n ion  demands 
fo r  a sh o rte r w o rk  w eek b u t u su a lly  these demands get los t in  the  
s h u ff le  d u r in g  con trac t negotia tions.

Pressure fro m  the  ranks  was re flec ted  in  the  recen t A F L -C IO  
conven tion  decis ion to  advocate sh o rte r hours  and h ig h e r wages. 
Press sta tem ents fro m  the  conven tion  stressed co n tra c t nego tia ­
tions  in  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  w here  tra n s p o rt w o rke rs  dem anded a cu t 
fro m  49 to  32 hours a w eek and e le c trica l w o rke rs  ca lled  fo r  
a 20 instead o f a 30 h o u r w eek.

L a s t w eek a se ttle m e n t was reached betw een the  N ew  Y o rk  
T ra n s it A u th o r ity  and the  T ra n sp o rt W orke rs  U n io n  rep resen ting  
subw ay em ployees and bus d rive rs . I t  p rov ides wage increases 
and new  fr in g e  bene fits  b u t the  w o rk  w eek rem ains at 40 hours. 
N o d o u b t the  u n ion  nego tia to rs  had a tough  p ro b le m  to  hand le  in  
a com p lex s itu a tio n . S t i l l  the  co ld  fa c t rem ains th a t the  T W U  
came o u t w ith  a co n tra c t th a t p u ts  th e  m em bersh ip  in  a hole fo r  
ano the r tw o  years on the  issue o f reduced hours.

A t  th is  w r it in g  Lo ca l 3 o f the  In te rn a tio n a l B ro the rhood  of 
E le c tr ic a l W orke rs  continues to  press its  dem and fo r  a 20 h o u r 
w eek. The u n io n  has p u t its  case s tro n g ly  th ro u g h  a le tte r  by 
business m anager H a r ry  V an  A rsd a le  w h ich  w e re p r in te d  in  ou r 
Jan. 1 issue. W h a t the  outcom e w i l l  be rem ains an open question.

Som ew here a long  the  lin e  the  un ions m ust m ake a s tand -up  
f ig h t  aga inst th e  bosses on the  issue o f sh o rte r hours  w ith  no 
c u t in  pay. Evidence m ounts  th a t the  w o rke rs  w i l l  have to  fin d  
new  leaders to  m ake the  f ig h t.

Fast Shuffle for Ydigoras
Belize, o r B r it is h  H onduras as i t ’s b e tte r kn o w n  in  th is  coun­

try ,  has neve r been acknow ledged as B r it is h  te r r i to ry  b y  G ua­
tem alans. T h e y  c la im  i t  —  and p ro b a b ly  w ith  jus tice , c e rta in ly  
w ith  m ore  than  B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  ever had to it.

B u t the  chance o f w eak G uatem a la  g e ttin g  i t  aw ay fro m  the  
B r it is h  lio n  has a lw ays  been s lim  as long  as the  U . S. —  the  “ po­
lice m a n ”  o f L a tin  A m erica  —  refused to  to le ra te  any la n d -g ra b ­
b in g  fro m  its  B r it is h  a lly .

So the  “ s trong '-m an”  reg im e  o f Gen. Y d igo ras  in  G uatem ala 
used the  B e lize  issue fo r  years to  d iv e r t p o p u la r d iscon ten t fro m  
dom estic econom ic m ise ry  and p o lit ic a l m is ru le  in to  n a tio n a lis t 
anger aga inst B r it is h  im p e ria lism .

N o w  i t  appears th a t Y d igo ras  th o u g h t he had i t  made w ith  
W ash ing ton  to  sa tis fy  co m p le te ly  o r a t least p a r t ia l ly  the  c la im  
on Be lize . B u t a snag developed. The G uatem a lan  ru le r  revealed 
the  de ta ils  o f the  deal and a doub le -cross by W ash ing ton  in  a 
N ew  Y e a r’s Eve speech th a t has set the  “ N ew  F ro n tie rsm e n ”  on 
th e ir  ears.

Y d igo ras  disclosed th a t w hen  the  secret m i l i ta r y  bases fo r  
t ra in in g  the  forces th a t invaded  Cuba w ere  set up  in  h is coun­
t r y  i t  had been agreed th a t in  re tu rn  fo r  such “ a g rea t fa v o r”  
G ua tem a la  was to  have “ a ju s t p r ice . ”  T h is  p rice , he declared, 
was the  prom ise  o f a “ f r ie n d ly  g o ve rnm en t”  to  use its  good o f­
fices “ to  convince B r ita in  to  re tu rn  B e lize  to  us. ”

T he unam ed “ fr ie n d ly  g o ve rnm en t”  is in te rp re te d  —  and 
c o rre c tly  —  b y  a ll G uatem alans and even U . S. newsm en as m ean­
in g  th e  U n ite d  States. B u t, Y d igo ras  com pla ined, “ The c o m m it­
m e n t assumed w ith  G ua tem a la  has n o t y e t been d ischarged or 
fu l l f i i le d .  ”

S ta te  D e p a rtm e n t spokesman L in c o ln  W h ite  h a s tily  denied 
th a t th e  U . S. had m ade any agreem ents w ha tsoever about B r it is h  
H onduras. Th is , o f course, te lls  us n o th in g  about the  tru e  facts. 
The Jan. 3 N ew  Y o rk  T imes  re p o rte d  fro m  W ash ing ton  th a t h igh  
a d m in is tra tio n  fig u re s  connected w ith  the  A p r i l  Cuban invas ion  
are stressing th a t the re  is “ no w r it te n  re co rd ”  o f such a prom ise 
to  Y d igoras.

B u t a t the  end o f th e  Times  s to ry  appears th is  i llu m in a t in g  
sentence: “ Some o ff ic ia ls  here suggested th a t ‘conce ivab ly ’ such a 
prom ise  m ig h t have been m ade casua lly  to  P res ident Y d igo ras  by 
o ff ic ia ls  o f the  C e n tra l In te llig e n ce  A gency, w h ich  handled the 
A p r i l  in va s io n . ”

M o ra l: T he re  is no m ore  hono r am ong secret agents o f im ­
p e ria lism  and L a tin  A m e rica n  qu is lings  than  the re  is among 
o rd in a ry  th ieves. Y d igo ras  shou ld  have kn o w n  enough to  get i t  
in  w r it in g  —  though  even th a t w o u ld n ’t  have saved h im  fro m  a 
double-cross. A n d  th e  C IA  shou ld  have rea lized  th a t a d o ub le - 
crossed Y d igo ras  w o u ld  b lab  and have acted acco rd ing ly . A f te r  
a ll, i t  ru n s  tra in in g  schools w h e re  agents are ta u g h t va rious  m e th ­
ods o f fo re s ta llin g  ju s t such sorehead b labb ing . S w ift , e ffe c tive  
ac tion  m ig h t have spared W ash ing ton  its  p resent em barrassm ent.

'The End of Stalin' - A British View
[T h e  fo llo w in g  are excerpts 

fro m  an a rtic le , The End. o f S ta l­
in , by R aym ond F le tche r w h ich  
appeared in  the Nov. 10, 1961 issue 
o f T ribu ne , the le ft-w in g  B r it is h  
L a b o r w eek ly .

W e be lieve the fac tu a l m a te ria l 
contained in  the a rtic le  is o f va lue 
and th a t F le tche r’s appra isa l o f 
c u rre n t p o lit ic a l re la tions  w ith in  
the S ov ie t bloc is o f serious in ­
terest.

Because o f space lim ita t io n s  we 
cannot re p r in t  the en tire  a rtic le . 
In  the course o f i t  M r. F le tche r 
develops the  thesis th a t the  de­
ve lopm ent o f S ta lin ’s m on o lith ic  
ru le  was a log ica l ou tg ro w th  of 
“ the  na tu re  o f the  re v o lu tio n  i t ­
se lf”  and o f the cen tra lized  organ­
iza tion  o f L e n in ’s B o lshev ik  pa rty . 
W e be lieve th is  v ie w p o in t is in ­
correct and th a t the u ltim a te  re ­
s to ra tion  o f Soviet dem ocracy w i l l  
p rove a v in d ica tio n  o f the  p ro le ­
ta ria n  cha racter o f the 1917 re v ­
o lu tio n  and o f the L e n in is t con­
cept o f a dem ocra tica lly  ce n tra l­
ized M a rx is t p a rty . ]

The rem ova l o f S ta lin ’s body 
fro m  L e n in ’s m ausoleum  is a k in d  
o f sym bo lic  th ird  death fo r  the 
fo rm e r d ic ta to r. H is  f i r s t  came 
in  1953, and his second in  1956, 
w hen he was posthum ously ex ­
ecuted a t the  20th Congress o f 
the  p a rty  on w h ic h  he had 
stam ped his ow n image.

Dead ph ys ica lly , dead p o lit ic a l­
ly , i t  is now  h is tu rn  to  d ie  in  
ano the r w ay. H is  m onstrous ly  in ­
fla te d  h is to rica l rep u ta tio n  is be ing 
chipped ou t o f Russian h is to ry  as 
sure ly  as h is  nam e fro m  the 
M ausoleum .

“ The nam e o f S ta lin , ”  said 
Izvest ia  a lm ost on the  eve o f the 
20th Congress, “ is close and dear 
to  m illio n s  o f to ile rs  a l l over the 
w o rld . In  m illio n s  o f hearts burns 
the  inex tin gu isha b le  flam e o f h is 
w o i'd . ”

A  d iffe re n t S ta lin  was described 
to the 22nd Congress b y  the ed i­
to r  o f Pravda. In  the la s t years o f 
h is  life , M r. S atyukov revealed, 
“ S ta lin  w ith d re w  fro m  bo th  the 
p a r ty  and the people. He d id  no t 
know , and d id  n o t w a n t to know , 
how  the Soviet people liv e d  and 
w h a t were th e ir  problem s. ”

E lastic T erm
S ta lin ism  is an elastic te rm  th a t 

has been used to describe m any 
d iffe re n t th ings. S ta lin ism  was 
one-m an do m in a tion  o f .  the  Com ­
m u n is t P a rty , large-scale te rro r, 
large-sca le purges, a pe rson a lity  
c u lt th a t had n o t been seen on 
ea rth  since the Roman E m p ire  
w e n t in to  decline, the system atic 
fa ls ific a tio n  o f h is to ry , ru le  by 
iro n -m in d e d  bureaucrats, and the 
fo rc in g  o f S ovie t c u ltu ra l l i fe  in to  
paths decreed by  S ta lin .

S ta lin ism  was a ll these th ings 
—  and m ore. No w onder, the re ­
fore , th a t the p re m a tu re  a n ti-  
S ta lin is ts  ( i .  e., those o f us w ho 
attacked h im  w h ile  he was s t i l l  
a liv e ) should have used the  te rm  
S ta lin ism  as an expression o f 
m o ra l abhorrence as w e ll as a po­
li t ic a l descrip tion .

Such usage is s t i l l  ju s tif ie d , b u t 
s tre tch in g  the  te rm  too w id e ly  
does no t he lp  anyone to un de r­
stand w h y  the 22nd Congress de­
voted so m uch o f its  tim e  to the 
crim es o f the S ta lin  era.

I t  is  s im p ly  n o t true , fo r  e x ­
am ple, th a t the  Chinese Com ­
m un is ts  are pu rsu ing  a S ta lin is t 
po licy . They are doubtless p re ­
pared to en ter in to  m arriages o f 
convenience w ith  some o f S ta lin ’s 
fo rm e r henchm en in  the Soviet 
U n ion  and w ith  E n ve r H oxha 
(whose devo tion  to  S ta lin ism  is 
a cam ouflage fo r  the  a ttitudes 
and polic ies o f a b a n d it c h ie f. ) 
B u t th e ir  theories are an y th in g  
b u t S ta lin is t in  in sp ira tion .

In  so fa r  as the present d ispu te  
between the Russian and Chinese 
pa rties  echoes the disputes in  the 
Russian p a r ty  in  the 1920’s, the 
Chinese are ta k in g  the T ro ts k y is t 
side o f the  argum ent. T h e ir  v iew s 
on the fu tu re  course o f the Asian 
revo lu tions  m ig h t have been lif te d  
fro m  T ro ts k y ’s w o rk , The P erm a­
nent R evo lu tion .

T ro ts k y ’s thesis, developed d u r­

Stalin

in g  and a fte r the 1905 re vo lu tion , 
was th a t the re  could be no h a lf ­
w ay  houses in  the  revo lu tions  th a t 
w o u ld  take place in  th is  cen tu ry . 
N o m a tte r how  backw a rd  the 
cou n try , o r how  sm a ll its  w o rk in g  
class, the  log ic  o f re v o lu tio n  w o u ld  
d r iv e  the C o m m un is t-led  w o rkers  
to  pow er. A re  n o t M ao’s v iew s 
ra th e r s im ila r, despite his ve rba l 
rep u d ia tio n  o f T ro tsky ism ?

I  am n o t t ry in g  to  s tick  in a p ­
p ro p ria te  labe ls on any C om m u­
n is t leader: I  am m ere ly  unde r­
lin in g  the fa c t th a t m any so- 
ca lled  experts  on C om m unism  are 
do ing  so. M r. K h ru sch e v ’s pound­
in g  his desk w ith  h is shoe a t the 
U n ite d  N ations s ig n ifie d  no re v e r­
sion to S ta lin is t type. S ta lin  w o u ld  
never have done a n y th in g  h a lf  
so hum an.

W hat Im pelled Probe?
N ow, w ith  the  cen tra l te rm  o f 

the a rgum ent m ore c le a rly  de­
fined , w h a t o f the  a rgum ent i t ­
self? W ha t im pe lled  the 22nd 
Congress to probe so deep ly in to  
crim es in  w h ich  so m any o f the 
present C om m unis t leaders w ere  
im p lica ted?  W h y  the pu b lic  deg­
rada tion  o f a corpse?

The answer cannot be found  in  
the  Congress itse lf. W ha t hap­
pened in  the G rand  K re m lin  
Thea tre  re flec ted  w h a t is happen­
in g  among the 214 m illio n  Soviet 
c itizens outside. Econom ic suc­
cesses, sc ie n tif ic  ach ievem ents and 
r is in g  l iv in g  standards have gen­
erated sc lf-con fidence ; and c o n fi­
den t people ask questions.

These questions m ust now  be 
answered by  the p a rty . “ In  p a rty  
p o lit ic a l w r it in g ,  ”  M r. Isaac D e u t­
scher to ld  me in  an in te rv ie w  re ­
c e n tly  (T rib u n e , J u ly  7, 1961) “ a 
k in d  o f freeze has been im posed 
on the recent past. The v ic tim s  
o f the  purges, w ith  some excep­
tions, are le f t  in  a state o f no t 
be ing condem ned ye t n o t being 
re h a b ilita te d .

“ B u t th is  cannot last. There  is 
am ong th in k in g  people in  the So­
v ie t U n ion  —  re flec ted  in  the 
novels th a t are read and w r it te n  
—  w h a t I  w o u ld  c a ll a hea lthy  
obsession w ith  the purges. The 
v ic tim s  are no t be ing allow ed, in  
the p u b lic  m ind , to  van ish  as 
ghosts.

“ There is a deep s p ir itu a l need 
among the  S ov ie t people to  have 
th is  te rr ib le  chapter in  th e ir  h is ­
to ry  disclosed and understood. 
Such an overawareness o f the past 
is conducive to the aw aken ing  of 
the c r it ic a l m in d  and s p ir it .  ”

To understand the depth  and 
s treng th  o f th is  need on ly  a s lig h t 
e ffo r t  o f the im a g in a tio n  is need­
ed. Jus t assume th a t the B r it is h  
pu b lic  had discovered th a t the 
T im o th y  Evans tragedy —  the  ex ­
ecu tion  o f an innocen t m an —  
had been o n ly  one o f thousands o f 
s im ila r  tragedies.

Assum e fu r th e r  tha t m any o f

the v ic tim s  o f these ju d ic ia l m u r­
ders w ere  n o t obscure, o rd in a ry  
citizens, b u t once revered p u b lic  
figu res  —  even na tio n a l heroes. 
I t  is  n o t d i f f ic u lt  to  im ag ine the 
consequences. The c a m p a ig n  
against cap ita l pun ishm en t w o u ld  
become, a lm ost ove rn igh t, the  m ost 
p o w e rfu l force in  B r it is h  p o lit ic s ; 
and a m a jo r ity  o f M Ps [M em bers 
o f P a rlia m e n t] w o u ld  be d r iv e n  
ou t o f p u b lic  l i fe  by a g rea t w ave 
o f in d ig na tion .

The num bers  o f those k il le d  in  
S ta lin ’s purges is s t i l l  no t know n . 
B u t a fe w  figu res  w i l l  revea l 
som eth ing o f th e ir  h o rro r and in ­
d icate its  extent.

O f the 22 m em bers o f the  p a r ty  
cen tra l com m ittee  th a t led  the 
re vo lu tio n , o n ly  f ive , in c lu d in g  
S ta lin , d ied  n a tu ra l deaths. The 
o th e r 17 w ere  a ll shot as w reckers, 
Fascist agents, c o u n te r-re v o lu ­
tiona ries  and enemies o f the  State 
they had b ro u g h t in to  existence.

In  1934, the  17th Congress o f 
the p a rty  was convened. S even ty- 
one m em bers w ere  elected to  its  
en la rged ce n tra l com m ittee  and 68 
accepted as candidate mem bers. 
F ive  years la te r, a t the 18th Con­
gress 55 cen tra l com m itteem en 
and 60 candidates had d isap­
peared. 98 o f them , M r. K h ru ­
shchev revealed in  1956, had been 
shot as cou n te r-re vo lu tion a rie s .

Delegates Liquidated
B u t th is  was n o t a ll. “ The same 

fa te , ”  added M r. K hrushchev, 
“ was m et by the m a jo r ity  o f 
those a t the  17th Congress. O u t o f 
1, 966 delegates w ith  e ith e r v o tin g  
o r adv iso ry  righ ts , 1, 108 w ere  a r ­
rested on charges o f co u n te r-re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  crim es. ”  M ost o f these, 
i t  goes w ith o u t saying, w ere  “ l i ­
q u id a ted ”  —  to  use the  pe rve rted  
te rm in o l ogy o f organized te r ro r ­
ism.

T he te r ro r  h it  o th e r organ iza­
tions than the pa rty . E ve ry  Com ­
m issaria t, as M in is tr ie s  were ca lled  
those days, was affected fro m  top  
to bottom . The nu m be r o f a rrests 
ra n  in to  m illio n s , the  nu m be r o f 
executions in to  thousands. W ha t 
happened in  the A rm y  a fte r  the 
execution  o f M a rsha l T u kha che v- 
sky  and seven o ther genera l o f­
fice rs  in  June, 1937, was repeated 
in  o th e r organs o f the S tate. . . .

B u t T ukha chevsky, was no t 
alone. S h o rtly  a fte r  his execution, 
the head o f the  P o lit ic a l A d m in is ­
t ra t io n  o f the A rm y , G am arn ik , 
took  h is ow n life . H is  su ic ide  was 
the p re lude  to  a purge in  the 
course o f w h ich  20, 000 o ffice rs  
w ere  arrested —  a q u a rte r o f the 
to ta l —  and some 5, 000 shot.

A cco rd in g  to Beck and G odin, 
them selves v ic tim s  o f the  purges, 
“ o n ly  tw o  o u t o f f iv e  m arshals o f 
the S ov ie t U n ion  escaped arrest, 
tw o  o f 15 a rm y  com m anders, 28 o f 
58 corps com m anders, 85 o f 195 
d iv is io n a l com m anders and 195 o f 
406 reg im en ta l com m anders. ” . . .

T he GPU, rech ris tened as the  
N K V D , seemed to  have gone m ad; 
in  fact, d u r in g  the 1934-36 purges 
S ta lin is t s ta lw a rts  lik e  R udzu tak, 
C hubar, K ossior, Postyshev and 
E ikh e  —  M r. K h rushchev quoted 
ex tens ive ly  fro m  E ikh e ’s trag ic  
f in a l appeals fo r  ju s tice  in  h is 20th 
Congress speech —  w ere  p ro m ­
in e n t v ic tim s . A n d  the ch ie f o r­
ganizer ol’ these purges, the  in ­
fam ous Yezhov, was the  la s t cas­
u a lty  in  them . . . .
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A Bareback Circus Performer?

Luther Hodges' Civil Rights Switch Letters from Our Readers
[T o  d iv e r t  a tte n tio n  fro m  its  

broken  prom ises fo r  c iv i l- r ig h ts  
leg is la tion , the  K ennedy ad m in is ­
tra t io n  has been g iv in g  top  “ new  
fro n tie rsm e n ”  a heavy propaganda 
b u ild -u p  as personal cham pions o f 
ra c ia l eq u a lity . T h is  false im age 
has rubbed p re tty  th in  re ce n tly  in  
the  cases o f tw o  cab inet m em bers: 
Defense Secre tary R obert S. M c ­
N am ara  persisted, despite a f loo d  
o f protests, in  addressing a ra c ia l­
ly  segregated banquet in  G eorg ia; 
and Postm aster G enera l D ay upon 
be ing  forced to  re ins ta te  a post­
m an, v ic tim ize d  because he heads 
the  Savannah N A A C P , cou ld  no t 
re fra in  fro m  issu ing a statem ent 
w h ic h  reeks o f p re ju d ice . N o w  a 
th ird  m em ber o f K en ne dy ’s o f f i ­
c ia l fa m ily  has had the  e d ito r ia l 
s p o tllig h t o f one o f the  South ’ s 
lead ing  Negro newspapers tu rned  
on h is  professions o f to le rance and 
b ro therhood. T he  fo llo w in g  ed i­
to r ia l fro m  the  Dec. 9 C aro lina  
Tim es  is  re p rin te d  in  fu ll .  E d i t o r .  ]

Since N o rth  C a ro lina ’s fo rm e r 
G overnor L u th e r  Hodges has been 
e levated to  P res iden t K en ne dy ’s 
cab in e t as U . S. Secre tary o f Com ­
m erce, i t  is ha rd  fo r  Negro leaders 
o f th is  state to  de te rm ine  w he the r 
he is  a Janus w ith  tw o  faces lo o k ­
in g  in  opposite d irec tions, a cha­
m eleon w ith  the pow e r to change 
h is  co lor in  accordance w ith  
“ w here  he is a t”  o r a bareback c ir ­
cus p e rfo rm e r w ho is ab le to r id e  
tw o  horses a t the  same tim e.

S ecre tary Hodges’ r e c e n t  
speeches in  Chicago, W ashington 
and elsewhere on the  m a tte r of 
g iy in g  equa l em p loym ent and edu­
ca tiona l op po rtu n itie s  to  Negroes 
o f the  South are a fa r  c ry  fro m  
w h a t Hodges advocated fo r  N e­
groes w h en  he was governor o f 
N o rth  C aro lina . I t  w i l l  be reca lled 
th a t th is  same m an appealed to 
the  m ore than one m il lio n  Negro 
c itizens o f th is  state to  accept 
“ v o lu n ta ry  segregation”  ra th e r 
th a n  contend fo r  in te g ra tio n  in  
p u b lic  schools. The then governor 
o f N o rth  C aro lina , instead o f Using 
the pow er o f h is o ffice  to  advocate 
com pliance w ith  the  1954 ru lin g  
o f the  U . S. Suprem e C o u rt on 
segregation in  p u b lic  schools, d id  
ju s t the  opposite.

W e do no t be lieve  th a t Hodges 
has changed one io ta  fro m  w h a t 
he was w hen he was N o rth  Ca­
ro lin a ’s ch ie f executive . We ra th e r 
th in k  th a t he is “ the same old 
coon w ith  ju s t another r in g  around 
h is  ta il .  ”  We, the re fo re , w o u ld  
w a rn  Negro leaders o f the  na­
tio n  no t to  be hoodw inked  by 
Hodges’ suave lip  service. The 
fo rm e r governor o f N o rth  C aro lina  
is  a smooth, s lic k  and sm art oper­
a to r w ho know s his w a y  around. 
I t  should be rem em bered, accord­
in g  to  a m ost re lia b le  source, th a t 
a t the 1960 D em ocratic  N a tion a l

C onvention , m eeting in  Los A n ­
geles, the N . C. de legation had been 
p re v io u s ly  pledged by  Hodges to 
Lyn d o n  B. Johnson fo r  the  p re s i­
de n tia l no m in a tion  b u t w hen the 
de legation a rr iv e d  in  Los Angeles 
i t  developed th a t T e rry  S an fo rd  
had a lready made a deal w ith  the 
K ennedy forces. A s leader o f the  
N o rth  C a ro lina  de legation Hodges 
ra ised such a h o w l th a t he was 
assured by  the  K ennedy forces 
th a t i f  the la tte r  w e re  elected 
Hodges w o u ld  be taken care of. 
Thus the appo in tm en t o f the fo r ­
m e r N . C. governor to the  posi­
t io n  o f U . S. Secre tary o f Com ­
merce.

Negro leaders also need to  be 
rem inded th a t Hodges recen tly  
attended a segregated D em ocratic  
ra l ly  in  South C aro lina  and m a­
neuvered h im s e lf ou t o f the em ­
barrassing s itua tion  to  the  na tiona l 
D em ocra tic  a d m in is tra tio n  b y  dec­
la r in g  a fte rw a rds , w ith  h is  tongue 
in  h is cheek, th a t he d id  n o t kn o w  
the  m eeting  was segregated. Negro 
leaders w i l l  also need to rem em ­
be r th a t the re  is s t i l l  a question 
m a rk  ho ve ring  over Hodges o w n ­
ersh ip  o r p a rt ow nersh ip  in  the  
segregated H ow ard -Johnson  re ­
s tau rants  located in  the  D u rh a m - 
S outhern  P ines areas o f N o rth

C aro lina . There  is s trong  evidence 
th a t the U . S. S ecre tary o f Com ­
merce has n o t ac tu a lly  sold h is  in ­
te rest in  the  restau ran ts  to  his 
fo rm e r gu b e rn a to ria l a d m in is tra ­
tiv e  assistant b u t th a t the  tra n s ­
fer, i f  made at a ll, is in  re a lity  
o n ly  a s tra w  t it le .

S ecre tary Hodges’ recent p ro ­
nouncem ent in  a speech before a 
Jew ish  audience th a t he has gone 
to  W ashington w here  he can f ig h t  
race p re ju d ice  does no t im press 
th is  newspaper. I f  race p re ju d ice  
is w ro n g  and one has a conv ic tion  
th a t i t  is w rong , he should have 
the  m o ra l courage to  f ig h t  i t  
w hereve r he fin d s  it .  W e ra th e r 
th in k  pressure fro m  the top  o f 
the  K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  has 
forced Hodges to speak o u t against 
d isc r im in a tio n  and o ther in ju s ­
tices against Negroes and o ther 
ra c ia l m in o ritie s .

W e do n o t be lieve th a t on the 
race question th a t the re  is any 
basic change in  the  ph ilosophy of 
Hodges as U . S. Secre tary o f Com ­
merce fro m  th a t o f Hodges as 
governor o f N o rth  C aro lina . Once 
he is back on sou thern  so il as a 
pe rm anent f ix tu re ,  i t  is o u r o p in ­
io n  th a t he w i l l  be do ing business 
a t the  same old stand o f w h ite  su­
prem acy.

It Was Reported in the Press
Publicity Pays —  Rem em ber 

those b la r in g  Dec. 20 headlines 
abou t fu ll-s c a le  f ig h t in g  e ru p tin g  
in  the  m ounta ins o f Cuba? The 
“ new s”  was b roken  in  M ia m i by 
E lo y  G u tie rre z  M enoya, s e lf-a p ­
po in ted  ch ie f o f the “ Second N a ­
tio n a l F ro n t A rm y . ”  T he  “ b loody 
b a ttle ”  van ished fro m  the head­
lines  in  24 hours and the A P  re ­
po rted  Dec. 21: “ M eanw h ile , o the r 
Cuban ex ile  leaders re fused to  en­
dorse a fu n d -ra is in g  p lan  p ro m o t­
ed by  Senor G u tie rre z . The 32- 
y e a r-o ld  fo rm e r p ro -C as tro  f ig h te r  
is se llin g  ‘ ticke ts ’ to suppo rt h is 
g u e rr il la  m ovem ent. ”

Our Rational Society —  A  m a­
jo r i t y  o f the  w o r ld ’s popu la tion  
goes to  bed h u n g ry  eve ry  n igh t. 
B u t, as o f Jan. 1, the re  was an es­
t im a te d  2 6 0 -m illio n  pounds o f t u r ­
k e y  le f t  in  the hands o f U . S. 
fa rm ers .

Civil Rights Champion —  “ A
proposed executive  o rd e r fo rb id -  
in g  ra c ia l and re l ig io u s  d is c r im i­
n a tion  in  fe d e ra lly  aided housing 
has been s ide tracked te m p o ra rily . 
Seme in f lu e n t ia l persons in  the

K ennedy a d m in is tra tio n  are re ­
ported to  have persuaded the 
p res ident th a t such an o rd e r at 
any tim e  be fore thé ad jo u rnm e n t 
o f Congress w o u ld  cost h im  S ou th ­
e rn  votes on h is  t a r i f f  p rogram  
and o th e r proposals. ”  —  A  Dec. 
27 New Y o rk  T im es  d ispatch.

I t  Takes N erve —  In  h is Jan. 1 
in au g u ra l speech, New  Y o rk ’s 
M ayo r W agner to ld  the  labo r 
m ovem ent i t  should no t seek wage 
increases fo r  those a lready rece iv ­
in g  “ h ig h ”  pay b u t concentrate 
on im p ro v in g  sweat-shop wages. 
T hree  days e a rlie r the  v ic to riou s  
D em ocrat signed a b i l l  h ik in g  his 
pay fro m  $40, 000 to  $50, 000 a year. 
S alaries o f the  fiv e  borough p res i­
dents w ere  upped fro m  $25, 000 to 
$35, 000; the c o n tro lle r ’s pay w e n t 
fro m  $30, 000 to  $40, 000; the c ity  
counc il p res iden t’s fro m  $25, 000 to 
$35, 000; w h ile  each o f the c ity  
counc ilm cn w ere  boosted fro m  
$7, 000 to  $10, 000 a year.

Special P riv ile g e  —  Incom e tax  
re tu rn s  f ile d  w ith  the  fed e ra l gov­
e rn m en t are th e o re tica lly  “ c o n fi-

d e n tia l. ”  B u t fo r  the  second tim e  
P res iden t K ennedy has granted 
special au tho riza tion  to  the Senate 
J u d ic ia ry  C om m ittee  to exam ine 
in d iv id u a l ta x  re tu rn s . He acted 
in  com pliance w ith  a request by 
Senator E astland ’s In te rn a l Se­
c u r ity  subcom m ittee o f the J u d i­
c ia ry  C om m ittee.

Falldown Protection —  “ Newest 
use fo r  the  d rab  l i t t le  cans o f 
em ergency d r in k in g  w a te r bought 
fro m  N a vy  su rp lus  storage —  a 
m ix  fo r  h ighba lls . W ashington 
d ip lo m a tic  set discovered th a t 
fa llo u t-p ro o f d is tille d  w a te r is 
free  o f the  chem ica l taste o f tap 
w a te r, and the y ’re  b u y in g  up the 
l i t t le  cans in  b u lk  to  stock in  th e ir  
bars as m ixes w ith  Scotch and 
B ourbon . ” — The In s id e r ’s News­
le tte r.

Fact o f the Week —  “ M aybe i t ’s 
o u r fa u lt. I f  an em p loyer w o n ’t 
h ire  you, you can’t  lea rn  a s k il l.  ”  
— A n  O hio  State E m p loym en t 
Serv ice o ff ic ia l com m enting  on 
h ir in g  bias and the  h igh  Negro 
jobless ra te .

From Panama
Panam a C ity , Panam a 

I  am e n jo y in g  m y  v is it  here 
trem endous ly  and re g re t I  w i l l  
o n ly  be ab le to  stay a fe w  weeks, 
h a v in g  to  leave r ig h t  a fte r  N ew  
Y ea r’s.

The s o lid a r ity  am ong the w o rk ­
ers is in s p ir in g  and you get the 
fee lin g  o f a w o rk in g  class th a t is 
ready to  s trugg le  a t any m om ent. 
In  the wooden tenem ents th a t fo rm  
the w o rke rs ’ quarte rs  one sees 
m en w ith  b lack  berets and l i t t le  
p ins o f the Panam anian flag . The 
w o rke rs  are F ide lis tas  w ith  no 
qualm s.

Because o f the h o s t ility  to  the 
occupation o f the  Cana l Zone there  
is s trong  a n ti-U . S. sen tim ent. T h is  
is he ightened by  the  arrogance o f 
the N o rth  A m erican  Zone res i­
dents, an arrogance th a t is u n ­
be lievab le .

One in c ide n t: A  young w om an 
le f t  one o f the com m issaries ( lik e  
a rm y  P X ’s, c h ie fly  fo r  U . S. c it ­
izens) w ith  a Panam eño c a rry in g  
he r purchases. She tr ie d  to  te ll 
h im  w here  to  take  them , f in a lly  
shouted, “ D on ’t  you speak Eng­
lish? Y ou  people are supposed to  
lea rn  Eng lish, Can anyone here 
e x p la in  to h im  w here  to  take  m y  
th ings?  ”

I  was p re tty  h u m ilia te d  to  be a 
w itness, b u t w hen h e r shouting  
abou t the m an ’s “ s tu p id ity ”  grew  
worse, I  said I  w o u ld  t r y  to  he lp .

“ W hy  d id n ’t  you  speak up  soon­
e r?  ”  she said. “ A t  least some o f 
you le a rn  E ng lish . ”

I  f i r s t  apologized to  the m an 
and exp la ined  w h a t she w anted. 
W hen the  m an passed b y  again 
( I  was w a it in g  fo r  a bus) he said 
to  m e w ith  g rea t anger: “ Now  
the y ’re  sending ones tha t speak 
Spanish to  deceive us in to  be lie v ­
in g  th e y ’re  ou r fr ien ds . ”

“ No, please. I  don ’t  w o rk  here. 
I  came to  le a rn  fro m  you . ”

He stared a t me, and asked ve ry  
q u ie tly , “ A n d  Cuba? ”  

“ Venceremos. ”  [T h e  C u b a n  
slogan, “ W e w i l l  w in . ” ]

We shook hands, bo th  w ith  tears 
in  o u r eyes.

R. C.

UN and the Congo
Los Angeles, C a lif. 

Enclosed is $3 fo r  a subscrip tion  
to The M il ita n t .  W ou ld  lik e  a com ­
m en t on the Congo cris is  —  es­
pe c ia lly  as to  w h y  the Soviets do 
n o t suppo rt the U N  action.

L . L.
[O u r m ost recent com m ents on 

the Congo appeared in  an a rtic le  
in  o u r issue o f Dec. 11 and an 
e d ito r ia l in  the issue o f Dec. 18.

To ou r know ledge, the  USSR 
has n o t opposed in  any decisive 
w ay the U N  Congo action. Such 
decisive action  w o u ld  have been 
expressed in  a “ no ”  vo te  in  th a t 
body ’s S ecu rity  C ouncil. E d it o r . ]

Texas Farm Workers
San A n to n io , Texas 

D u rin g  o u r years o f un io n  w o rk  
th rou gh ou t the  S outhern states, 
m y w ife  G race and I  saw m uch 
h e a rt-b re a k in g  p o v e rty  among the 
people w ith  w hom  w e liv e d  and 
w o rked  (food, tobacco, sharecrop­
pers, e tc . ) —  b u t now here in  the 
deep South o r Southwest have we 
w itnessed such te rr ib le  p o ve rty  as 
w e see here in  the San A n to n io  
area.

San A n to n io  has one o f the most 
h e a lth fu l c lim ates in  o u r na tion , 
b u t i t  also has one o f the h ighest 
pe r-cap ita  tubercu los is  rates in  the 
na tion . O u r loca l fa rm  w o rke rs  —  
thousands o f them  fo rced  to m i­
g ra te  each yea r —  are hardest h i t  
by  T B  because so m any o f them , 
m os tly  M ex ican -A m ericans , are 
subjected to  poor housing, s ta rva ­

t io n  wages, ch ron ic  unem p loym en t 
and pove rty .

In  the  face o f th is , o u r U . S. 
governm ent continues to  p e rm it 
b ig  fa rm e rs  to  im p o rt M ex ican  
con tra c t w o rke rs  (braceros) in to  
th is  area a t un be lie va b ly  lo w  
wages —  wages w h ic h  im m e d ia te ­
ly  become the m a x im u m  wages 
fo r  res iden t fa rm  w o rke rs . F if ty  
cents an h o u r (som e receive m uch 
less), even a t fu l l - t im e  em p loy­
m ent, h a rd ly  a ffo rd s  even a sub­
sistence liv in g .

We, toge ther w ith  some frie n d s  
( in c lu d in g  some lo ca l m ig ra n t 
w o rk e rs ), have decided to con­
cen tra te  on th is  area fo r  the  n e x t 
fe w  weeks to  get the  T R U T H  to  
W ashington, D. C. W e cannot be­
lie v e  th a t im p o rta tio n  o f braceros 
a t com p e titive  s ta rva tio n  wages 
w o u ld  be p e rm itte d  i f  o u r U . S. 
au th o ritie s  kn e w  the  t ru th . W h a t 
so rt o f stories are some o f o u r 
b ig  fa rm e rs  te ll in g  o u r Texas Em ­
p loym e n t C om m ission in  th e ir  ap­
p lica tio ns  fo r  im p o rte d  con tra c t 
w orkers? W e in te n d  to  f in d  out!

Y ou  and y o u r fr ie n d s  can he lp  
by w r it in g  A r th u r  J. G oldberg, 
Secretary, U . S. D e pa rtm e n t of 
Labo r, W ashington, D . C. U rge  h im  
to  m ake a tho rough  in ves tig a tion  
o f the  bracero s itu a tio n  in  th is  
area. Please ask y o u r congress­
m an and senators to  do the  same. 
Thanks. Success here w i l l ’ u n ­
doub ted ly  encourage people in  
o th e r depressed areas to  take 
s im ila r  action.

Harry Roger

Wants to Pitch In
N ew  Y o rk , N . Y .

The las t couple o f issues o f The  
M il ita n t  have been v e ry  good. I  
re fe r in  p a r tic u la r  to  the  Dec. 11 
issue —  the  f ro n t  page a rtic les  on 
the Reserves, the  F B I re fu sa l to  
act in  the  M onroe beating  and 
Dobbs’ le tte r  o ffe r in g  to  he lp  the 
C om m unis t P a rty  in  the  f ig h t  
against the Me C a rran  A c t. (T ru e -  
ly , “ A n  in ju ry  to  one is an in ju r y  
to  a l l” ) Tom  Paine said:  “ He
th a t w o u ld  m ake h is  ow n lib e r ty  
secure m ust guard  h is enem y fro m  
oppression, fo r  i f  he v io la te  th is  
d u ty  he establishes a precedent 
th a t w i l l  reach to h im se lf. ”

T h is  leads me to do tw o  th ings: 
enclose another (s m a ll)  c o n tr ib u ­
t io n  and ask w h y  i t  w o u ld n ’t  be 
possible fo r  m e to  rece ive  s ix  o r 
e igh t copies o f each issue to d is ­
tr ib u te  to  va rious  fr ie n d s  and fe l­
lo w  w o rke rs  th a t I ’d l ik e  to  t r y  to  
in te res t in  the  paper?

I  w o u ld  a tte m p t to  see to  i t  th a t 
the y  rece ive one, tw o , or, a t the 
most, th ree consecutive issues. 
W ha t th in k  you?

R. W.
[N a tu ra lly , w e ’re  v e ry  happy to  

fa c il ita te  readers’ e ffo rts  to  e x ­
pand o u r c ircu la tio n . Subscribers 
fre q u e n tly  send us names o f 
frie n d s  the y  th in k  m ig h t be in ­
terested in  the  paper and w e m a il 
severa l sam ple copies to  these 
names and then a request to 
subscribe. W e can also send ad­
d it io n a l copies o f issues as re ­
quested by  R . W. and ou r business 
m anager is w r i t in g  to  h im  to  
m ake the p ra c tica l arrangem ents. 
She w i l l  be g lad to  do the  same 
w ith  others s im ila r ly  in terested. 
E d i t o r .  ]

Two and Two
D earborn , M ich .

I ’l l  pay fo r  the enclosed tw o  
subs and th in k  they  w i l l  renew . 
On the o the r tw o  names, please 
s ta rt them  o f f  w ith  a couple o f 
back issues. I  hope th e y  stay w ith  
us.

Y ou  are do ing a sw e ll jo b . Best 
wishes.

K . H.

Thought for the Week
“ A l l  th is  hu llaba loo  in  the U n ited  States press over In d ia ’s use 

o f force to libe ra te  a p a rt o f her ow n  te r r ito ry . . .  is  u n fa ir , unpleasant 
and abso lu te ly  u n w a rra n te d . . . .  Just as a p o in t o f a rgum ent, can 
anyone te l l  me w h y  the A m ericans w ere  so u n o ff ic ia lly  en thusiastic  
about o v e rth ro w in g  Castro fro m  Cuba?. . .  Is Cuba regarded as an 
A m erican  te rr ito ry ?  Does i t  th rea ten  A m erican  secu rity . . . ?  ”  —  F rom  
a le tte r  to the Dec. 31 New Y o rk  T im es  b y  A ru n  G andhi, in fo rm a tio n  
o ffice r, The T im es o f Ind ia .

W hen Secretary of Commerce Luther Hodges was governor 
of N orth  Carolina his anti-N egro  stand was matched by his an ti­
labor record. H ere is one of the national guardsman he dispatched 
to the struck cotton m ills  in  Henderson in 1960 to herd scabs 
through the picketlines of the Tex tile  W orkers Union. In  col­
laboration w ith  the employers, eight local union officials w ere ra il­
roaded to prison on a trum ped-up charge of “conspiracy” to d y­
nam ite the plant.


