
Committee Aids 
Rights Fight in 
Monroe, NC.

By John Thayer
In  Monroe, destined to go down in h is to ry  or in fam y 

as the N orth  Carolina town where an e ight and nine-year- 
old Negro boy were sent to re fo rm  school because one hac 
been kissed by a seven-year-old* 
w h ite  g ir l, the even tenor of
J im  Crow  justice was jo lted  on 
Dec. 19. On tha t day a w h ite  
man was a r r a i g n e d  on 
charges of attem pted rape o f a 
Negro woman. Local w h ite  
supremacists never expected 
such a th ing  to happen, local 
authorities had indicated the ir 
in ten tion  to reduce the charge 
or drop it a ltogether. B u t the ir 
plans went aw ry. W hether a 
l ily -w h ite  ju ry  in this K u  K lu x  
K lan-in fested  county w il l  con-

N.Y. Meeting  
Raises $ 2 5 8  for 
Carolina Cases

NEW  YORK, Dec. 22 — A 
meeting held at the M ilitant 
Labor Forum tonight heard a 
gripping account by attorney 
Conrad Lynn of the develop­
ments in Monroe. N.C., sur­
rounding the "Carolina Kissing 
Case." (See story on case this 
page and interview with Lynn  
page 4.)

The meeting demonstrated 
there are good prospects fo r
m ob iliz ing  strong support be­
hind the new ly-fo rm ed Com­
m ittee to Combat Racial In ­
justice in  whose behalf the
meeting was held. The meeting 
was called on six days notice 
to help provide'’ u rgen tly  need­
ed funds fo r  the committee. 
Despite the short notice, lim ited  
advertis ing and fr ig id  weather, 
more than 100 Negroes and 
whites, inc lud ing  a large num ­
ber of youth, turned out.

Audience response to L y n n ’s 
eloquent plea fo r active p a rtic i­
pation in the figh t was indicated 
by a con tribu tion  of $258 to aid 
the w o rk  of the committee.

v ic t is another question, but 
m erely b ring ing  the assailant to 
tr ia l is a v ic to ry  fo r the Negro 
people o f U nion County.

A c tua lly , th is  is the second 
success registered by the m il i­
tan t N AAC P chapter of Union 
County. A week previous the 
eviction of Mrs. Thompson and 
her ch ild ren  —  solely because 
she is the m other o f the  Negro 
lad a llegedly kissed by the 
w h ite  g ir l — was prevented. 
W hile  outside the South such a 
th ing  may seem small potatoes, 
i t  looms large in  the J im  Crow 
pattern o f life  in Monroe. This 
was the firs t tim e  in  memory 
tha t a Negro tenant had con­
tested an evic tion  order of a 
w h ite  land lord. On th is occa­
sion, Mrs. Thompson w ith  Con­
rad Lynn  o f the Com m ittee to 
Combat Racial In justice  as 
counsel, demonstrated tha t the 
eviction notice did not comply 
w ith  the most elem entary legal 
requirem ents. The audience at 
th is  local h is to ry-m aking  hear­
ing consisted of U nion County 
N AA C P  President Robert F. 
W illiam s and Dr. A. E. Perry, 
the vice-president and a dele­
gation o f Negro citizens.
LOW  B A IL

The assailant of Mrs. M ary 
Ruth Reid, m other o f five c h il­
dren and seven months preg­
nant w ith  her s ix th  when a t­
tacked and b ru ta lly  beaten, was 
arrested on ly  because a w h ite  
tenan t-fa rm  woman neighbor 
ealled the police. When M edlin  

(Continued on Page 4)

N EX T W EEK'S M IL IT A N T  
Our next issue w ill go to 

press two days later than 
usual because of New Year's 
holiday.

V ictim s o f  R a c ia l In ju s tic e

David "Fuzzy" Simpson (left) and James Hanover 
Thompson sent to North Carolina reformatory because 
seven-year-old white girl allegedly kissed them. Boys are 
8 and 9 respectively. The picture was taken recently at 
reformatory.

President Won't Intervene 
In Carolina 'Kissing Case'

DEC. 22 — President Eisen­
hower has refused to concern 
himself with the case of James 
Hanover Thompson and David 
"Fuzzy" Simpson, the two Negro 
children committed to a refor­
matory in Monroe, North Caro­
lina, because one of them had 
been kissed by a seven-year-old 
white girl. (See story this page.) 
This is in keeping with the A d­
ministration's stubborn refusal 
to use the powers of the federal 
government to enforce the Con­
stitutional rights of Southern 
Negroes.

According to a Presidentia l 
aide, the tw o ch ild ren  —  who 
can be kept in the re form atory 
u n til they are 21 years old —  
were “ com m itted fo r indefin ite  
term s fo r care, education, and 
rehab ilita tion .”  Indeed, i t  would 
seem according to th is  o ffic ia l, 
that the State o f N orth  Carolina 
had done young Hanover and 
Simpson a favor!

W hite House refusal to in te r­
vene in the shocking vio la tion  
of justice came in rep ly  to a 
demand fo r federal action by 
Robert F. W illiam s, chairm an 
of the Union C ounty (N.C.) 
NAAC P.
W IRES PRESIDENT

On Nov. 12 W illiam s sent a 
telegram to Eisenhower describ­
ing the wholesale v io la tions of 
c iv il righ ts in Monroe and ask­
ing: “ Please te ll me, M r. Presi­
dent. when Negroes may e x ­
pect yo u r Justice Departm ent 
to introduce the 14th Am end­
ment to the U.S. C onstitu tion 
to th is  social jung le  called 
D ix ie? ”

Ten days later, W illiam s was 
in form ed of E isenhower’s re­
fusal to act in  a le tte r from  the 
President’s aide, E. F rederick 
M orrow . The te x t of the W hite  
House le tte r has been released 
by the Committee to Combat 
Racial In justice. I t  reads as fo l­
lows:

Dear M r. Williams:
1 am advised by the D epart­

ment of Justice tha t the in fo r­
mation in you r te legram  to the 
President re la ting to the recent 
com m itm ent in Monroe, N orth 
Carolina, of tw o Negro boys as 
juven ile  delinquents indicates 
no v io la tion  of any federal law.

As much as the President de­
plores any instance of th is  na­
ture  and is constantly s tr iv ing  
tow ard the tim e-honored p rin ­
ciple of Am erican equa lity  and 
justice, it  is not w ith in  the 
pu rv iew  of his office to act o f­
fic ia lly  upon such cases. I am 
sure the lawyers fo r the Na­
tiona l Association fo r the A d ­
vancement of Colored People 
are fa m ilia r w ith  th is  fact.

The laws of many states pro­
vide procedures whereby ju ve ­
niles may be com m itted fo r in ­
defin ite terms fo r  care, cdttca- 
tion and rehab ilita tion . Inas­
much as such com m itm ent is 
not regarded as a conviction of 
a crime, the procedures fo llo w ­
ed in a c rim ina l tr ia l do not 
o rd in a rily  apply. If. in th is 
case, the com m itm ent was not 
in accordance w ith  N orth  Caro­
lina law , the parties should 
seek a remedy in  the N orth  
C aro lina courts.
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'Bleakest Detroit Xmas 
Since Depression Days'
Ranks Firm in N. Y. News Strike

By L illian  Kiezel
NEW  YORK, Dec. 22 — The 

strike of 2,500 newspaper de­
liverymen in this city is now 
in its third week. Nine ma­
jor newspapers are shut down 

Times, Daily News, Herald 
Tribune, Mirror, World Tele­
gram and Sun, Journal Am eri­
can, Post, Long Island Daily  
Press and Long Island Star- 
Journal. They all stopped pub­
lishing on Dec. 12.

Three days earlier, the m em ­
bers o f the Newspaper and 
M a il Deliverers U nion (inde­
pendent) voted 877 to 772 to 
re ject a $7-a-week, tw o-year 
package offer of the employers. 
They overru led a 14 to 3 ma­
jo r ity  of the un ion ’s negotiating 
comm ittee w hich favored ac­
cepting the offer. Fo llow ing  the 
membership vote, the negotia­
ting  com m ittee was augmented 
by the ten-man executive 
board, the m a jo rity  of whose 
members had voted against the 
proposed contract.
C ALL TH A T  A BENEFIT?

The central issue in the strike  
is to prevent a $7-a-week pack­
age contract signed by the 
Newspaper G u ild  from  setting 
a pa tte rn  fo r  the en tire  in ­
dustry. I t  was signed the very  
week the deliverers s trike  be­
gan. The newspaper publishers 
w ant nine other unions in  the 
indus try  to accept a contract 
s im ila r to  the Newspaper 
G u ild ’s. As applied to the se- 
liverers, i t  calls fo r a $7-a-weck 
increase over a tw o-year span. 
The on ly fr inge  benefit the re- 
liverers w ould get is a three- 
day paid leave in case of death 
in a w o rke r’s fa m ily  and certain 
contractual guarantees. As one 
s tr ike r to ld me, “ So I get three 
days’ pay i f  somebody in m y 
fa m ily  dies. Is tha t something 
to look fo rw ard  to?”

Newspaper d e l i v e r e r s  are 
among the lowest paid in  the 
newspaper industry. T he ir basic 
wage is $103.82 fo r a 40-hour 
week. Consequently they are 
demanding a raise of $9 a week 
plus $1 in  w elfare, pension and 
other fr inge  benefits.

Foremost among Iheir other 
demands is a reduction of w ork­
ing hours to 35 with no loss 
in take-home pay. The deliver­
ers' union . is the only one 
among the ten unions in the 

(Continued on Page } )

Steve Grattan 
Summoned by 
Eastland Group

On Dec. 16, Stephen Grattan, 
for 40 years a member of the 
International Typographical Un­
ion, was served with a sub­
poena to appear before the 
Eastland Internal Security sub­
committee on Dec. 17. The sub­
poena was dated Dec. 12. just 
two days after the New York 
newspaper strike began. He had 
24 hours to get a lawyer (Louis 
B. Boudin) and prepare for the 
hearings in Washington.

The comm ittee is investigat­
ing alleged “ subversion”  in 
mass communications in New 
York. G rattan, who is a p rin te r 
and not a w rite r, appeared be­
fore  an executive session Dec. 
17. Questioned about his p o lit i­
cal a ffilia tions by comm ittee a t­
torney Sourw ine, G rattan re ­
fused to answer, invoking  the 
F irst and F ifth  Amendments of 
1 he U.S. Constitu tion.

He answered a question about 
his membership in Local 6, 
ITU , in  the same way. G ra t­
tan says, “ I feel tha t th is 
was the reason fo r ca lling  me. 
This harassment was due to the 
publishers’ lockout in New 
Y ork .”

G rattan, w ho is 61 years old. 
was tw ice chairman of the 
D a ily  News chapel of Local 6. 
He is w e ll know n as an inde­
pendent socialist. He is secre­
ta ry  of the Am erican Forum  fo r 
Socialist Education. “ I l l  te ll my 
union about m y po litica l a f f i l i ­
ations bu t not Eastland,”  lie 
said.

Same P rob lem  a Decade L a te r

(Above cartoon is by Laura Gray, M ilitant staff artist who died last Jan. 11. It  is reprinted 
from M ilitant, Dec. 27, 1948.)

I-H Pickets Cold to Co. Offers
CHICAGO —  A t a union 

meeting, Dec. 12, 4,500 striking 
International-Harvester workers 
in this area showed no sign of 
wavering after nearly five 
weeks of the "cold war" on 
the picket line. And brother, 
it's been freezing!

One example of the p re va il­
ing high m orale was demon­
strated by the con tribu tion  of 
several thousand dollars by 
U nited A u to  W orkers locals 
representing the various I-H  
plants fo r a k it ty  o f Christmas 
cheer fo r the s tr ike rs ’ fam ilies. 
Throughout the chain o f H a r­
vester plants, the w orkers are 
solid. A bout 36,500 w orkers are 
on s tr ike  na tiona lly .

“ W hat are you s tr ik in g  fo r?”  
In  mock astonishment, th is  is 
the question In te rn a tio n a l-H a r­
vester asked the w orkers in  a 
le tte r d is tribu ted  to the 35 shop 
fac ilities  o f the I-H  empire.

“ I t  is un fo rtuna te ly  true tha t

there has been no progress [in  
negotiations]. B u t i t  is not lack 
of e ffo rt on the Company's part. 
Tw ice in the last e ight days 
we have substantia lly  lib e ra l­
ized our position in a sincere 
effort to achieve a, settlem ent.”  
The company then lis ts  the 
various demands to w h ich  they 
have made concessions.
A W ET XM A S

B u t w ha t about the items s till 
in  dispute? These, the com­
pany states, “ . . . invo lve  the 
most im portan t im provem ents 
we have sought, in order to as­
sure tha t our company can be 
com petitive .”  There i t  is — 
black on w h ite  and unvarn ish­
ed. The company’s interests 
come firs t. W orkers’ needs 
don’t count. W hat counts is the 
com pany’s lavish profits, which 
is w ha t I-H  means when it 
ta lks about its “ com petitive  
position.”

“ We know ,”  says Harvester,

“ tha t the present s trike  called 
by the U A W  is w o rk ing  a f i­
nancial hardship on our em­
ployes.”  “ Union negotiators w il l  
w ear boots to keep th e ir feet 
d ry ,”  replies the union’s Dec. 
16 s tr ike  bu lle tin . “ The floor 
w il l  be w et w ith  the crocodile 
tears . . . shed by the com­
pany . . . Christmas is coming. 
They are so sorry fo r us.”

In  the eyes of the workers, 
the company is p lay ing  a tr ic k y  
game. This week company o f­
ficials led the union to believe 
tha t they were ready to settle 
on a fa ir ly  generous basis. A t 
least th a t’s w hat they said. B u t 
when the “ concessions”  were 
pu t in w rit in g , the negotiating 
comm ittee found them fu l l  of 
jokers. The union had to reject 
the w hole package. S trik in g  
workers now believe tha t the 
company is de libera te ly  s ta lling  
a settlem ent u n til a fte r the 
holidays. This w il l  save I-H  

(Continued on Page 4)

200,000 Unemployed 
Have No Prospect of 
Jobs in Auto Industry

This year, Christm as in the D e tro it area “ w il l  be the 
bleakest since Depression days,” says the Dec. 20 Business 
Week. A lthough  auto companies, except fo r s trike-bound 
C hrysler, produced at the highest rate fo r  the year in  
December, 200,000 people were jobless in  the m etropo litan  
area. That is more than tw ice  as m any as a year ago and
---------------------------------------------------- *comes to 13%' of the labor force.

O f the tota l, 75,000 have ex-N.Y. Parents 
Win Twice in 
School Fight

NEW  YORK — An important 
victory was won by two Negro 
parents. Mrs. Bernice Skipwith  
and Mrs. Charles Rector, in 
their refusal to send their chil­
dren to segregated schools when 
Domestic Relations Court Jus­
tice Justine W. Polier ruled 
against the New York Board of 
Education which had charged 
the parents with neglect. Jus­
tice Polier found the parents 
had proven the schools their 
children had attended were in ­
ferior and the subject of racial 
discrimination.

H er ru lin g  declared, “ These 
parents have the constitu tiona l 
guaranteed r ig h t to elect no 
education fo r th e ir ch ildren 
ra ther than subject them to d is­
c rim ina to ry , in fe rio r education." 
She said the parents’ action 
was “ understandable fo r  the 
sake of th e ir ch ild ren  and fo r 
the tens of thousands of other 
ch ildren like  this, who have 
been u n fa ir ly  deprived of equal 
education.”

According to the Dec. 20 
Amsterdam News, the Board of 
Education is reported p lanning 
to appeal the decision. I t  also 
q u o t e d  Thurgood M arshall. 
C hief Counsel of the N AAC P 
Legal Defense Committee, as 
declaring, “ When the appeal 
comes up the N AA C P  w il l  pick 
up a ll the b ills  and I personally 
w ill plead the case w ith  a t­
torney Paul Zuber’s perm is­
sion.”

A nother gain was registered 
in a s im ila r fight against school 
segregation on Dec. 17 when 
Justice Kaplan reserved de­
cision u n til next month on the 
case of fo u r other mothers who 
refused to send th e ir ch ildren 
to segregated schools. On Dec. 
9 he had found them g u ilty  and 
ordered them  to send th e ir 
ch ildren back to school or go to 
prison. He reversed tha t de­
cision a fte r hearing fo rcefu l ap­
peals by a tto rney Paul Zuber 
and by the noted c iv il  r igh ts  
fighter, Judge H ubert T. De­
laney.

hausted the ir unem ploym ent 
compensation benefits “ a n d  
have had only sporadic w o rk  
for two or three years." (Em ­
phasis added.) The rest face 
run -ou t of benefits in  weeks or 
months.

But that is on ly h a lf of the 
bleak p icture , and not the 
w orst ha lf. Business Week en­
titles  its a rtic le  “ The Jobs Tha t 
A re  Gone Forever.”  I t  says: 
“ W hat gives observers the ch ills  
is the fact that very few  of the 
auto w orkers la id  o ff du ring  the 
last year w il l  be reh ired ”  to 
help bu ild  add itiona l cars p ro ­
jected fo r 1959. “ General M o­
tors, fo r instance plans on 25% 
more cars bu t on ly 5% more 
hou rly  w orkers fo r the firs t 
three months.”

In  the C hrysle r set-up, em­
p loym ent at Dodge M ain p lan t 
has dropped from  a tw o -sh jft 
20,600 in M arch 1957 to a one- 
sh ift 7,100 today. M eanwhile, 
d a ily  production rates have 
fa llen  only from  950 to 550. A t 
the root of the struggle o f the 
Dodge Local 3 unemployed to 
ban overtim e at the M ain p la n t 
is the fact that the company 
finds i t  cheaper to pay over­
tim e than increase the w o rk  
force fo r an indefin ite  period.
P R O D U C TIV ITY  JOBLESS

These workers, says Business 
Week, “ could be classed as the 
first large group o f v ic tim s of 
‘p ro d u c tiv ity  unem ploym ent’.”  
There'll be more fo come. What 
is happening in Detroit is only 
a forerunner of what may hit 
other industries in a few years.

A u to ’s perm anent jobless are 
stuck. They can’t m igrate to 
any place where there are new, 
big em ploym ent opportunities, 
fo r there are no such places in  
the U.S. They can’t  tu rn  to 
agricu ltu re . Farm ing itse lf is 
being operated w ith  a constant­
ly  sh rink ing  w o rk  force.

To meet the crisis, the U A W  
top offic ia ldom  has advanced a 
p idd ling  program. Absent fronrv 
its demands are those which 
must be key to a m a jo r im­
provem ent in the unem ploy­
m ent problem. These demands 
are an end to compulsory over­
time, while there are workers 
who are jobless; an end to 
speed-up; and above all, 30-for- 
40 —  the 30-hour week at 40 
hours pay.

Road to Labor's Political Independence
By M urry  Weiss

The Communist Party and 
social democratic leaderships 
say that fielding independent 
socialist tickets harms labor- 
party prospects because it runs 
counter to the policy of the of­
ficial labor movement. By op­
posing official labor policy, they 
argue, socialists isolate them­
selves from the mainstream of 
the labor and Negro movements.

W liy  shouldn’t socialists op­
pose the o ffic ia l po licy of the 
labor movement? These policies 
have been foisted on the unions 
by the bureaucratic tops. They 
represent the interests of the 
labor bureaucracy and not of 
the w o rk ing  class.

The labor bureaucracy is fo r 
the cold w ar and the w itch  
hun t: it  is fo r capita lism  and 
against socialism: it is fo r the 
Democratic P a rty  and against 
a Labor P a rty : it  is fo r class 
collaboration and against class 
struggle; it is fo r d ic ta to ria l 
bureaucratic ru le  in the unions 
and against union democracy; 
above a ll, it is fo r loo ting  the 
union treasuries to support a 
p riv ileged, parasitic  crew  of

tim e-serving, incom petent fa k ­
ers whose idea of a program of 
action is a long vacation-m eet­
ing of the executive board in 
F lorida. Should socialists even 
consider abandoning the fight 
against the bureaucracy and its 
policies fo r fea r of getting iso­
lated from  the mainstream?

When you come r ig h t down 
to it, w hat logic is there in 
m ain ta in ing  organizations like  
the C om m unist P arty  and the 
Socialist Party-Social Demo­
cra tic  Federation i f  the im per­
a tive of socialist po litics is not 
to become “ isolated from  the 
m ainstream ” ? The o ffic ia l labor 
movement does not approve of 
the Com m unist P a rty ; it barely 
tolerates the SP-SDF. W hy noi 
d raw  the logical conclusion and 
dissolve these parties and get 
deeper in to  the "m ainstream ” ? 
THE HUSKS R EM A IN

A c tu a lly , the liqu ida tion  of 
socialist parties is exactly where 
th is  “ m ainstream ”  po litics leads 
to. W hat w c have before us to ­
day in the CP and SP-SDF is 
the hollowed out shells of what 
used to be po litica l parties of 
the socialist w o rk in g  class and

then, alas, became the creatures 
of class collaboration politics. 
Parties that cla im  to be social­
ist but fo llow  a po licy  w hich 
imprisons them in the parties 
of capita lism  not on ly fa il to 
rem ain socialist but cannot even 
help promote a Labor Party.

Take the experience of the 
1958 elections in New Y ork  and 
Ohio. In New Y ork, the labor 
bureaucracy backed the candi­
dates of the Democratic Party 
who ran on a cap ita lis t p ro ­
gram of cold w ar and w itch  
hunt, spiced w ith  some dema­
gogic reform  promises. The In ­
dependent Socialist Party , rep­
resenting a coalition of socialist 
parties in th is election, was 
fo rth r ig h t in its opposition to 
the cold w ar and placed the 
blame fo r the w ar danger 
squarely on Am erican cap ita l­
ism.

In  add ition  to o u tlin in g  a 
series ol measures to combat 
cap ita lis tic  recession, the ISP 
opposed Jim  Crow in a ll phases 
of New Y ork  life  and exposed 
the records of the tw o cap ita l­
ist parties on th is issue. The 
ISP took a stand fo r  every v ic ­

tim  o f the w itch  hun t and 
against every measure on the 
law books w hich abrogated 
c iv il liberties. F ina lly , the ISP 
urged labor and the Negro peo­
ple to break w ith  the cap ita lis t 
parties and fo rm  a p a rly  of 
the ir own.

What was the best way to 
promote a labor-party move­
ment in this silutaion: to sup­
port the Democratic Party can­
didates endorsed by the labor 
bureaucracy, or to support the 
ISP?

In  a period when the H arlem  
com m unity and lens of thou ­
sands of unionists manifested 
strong dissatisfaction w ith  the 
New York Democratic P arty  
machine, the ISP fough t an a ll- 
out battle  w ith  the Tammany 
bosses fo r the righ t to be on 
the ballot — and licked Tam ­
many H all in th is dram atic con­
test! Wasn’t support of the ISP ’s 
ba llo t figh t the e lem entary du ty  
o f anyone cla im ing to favo r a 
Labor Party?
BROADCASTS MESSAGE

The ISP candidates — despite 
the loss of tim e, money and 
energy in  the ba llo t fig h t —

carried the message th a t labor 
should bu ild  its own pa rty  to 
hundreds o f thousands of peo­
ple in New Y o rk  State. They 
stressed i t  over radio and te le ­
vision; proclaim ed i t  at street 
meetings, union locals and com­
m u n ity  organizations; and pop­
ularized i t  through mass m a il­
ings and d is tribu tions o f huge 
quantities o f leaflets.

Instead of supporting th is 
campaign t h e “ m ainstream " 
statesmen of the SP-SDF de­
voted themselves to red-ba iting  
attacks. In  addition, they th rea t­
ened to sue the ISP w ith  a 
legal g im m ick  w h ich  they o f­
fered as a means fo r ge tting  the 
ISP off the ballot.

Meanwhile, the other "m ain­
stream" navigators — the Com­
munist Party leaders — divided 
their time between slandering 
the ISP and writing mealy- 
mouthed editorials in the W ork­
er explaining how they really 
didn't endorse Harriman, yet, 
since we must beware of be­
coming isolated, and since labor 
was for Harriman, perhaps tha 

(Continued on Page 2)
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J. Edgar Hoover's Flock of Stool Pigeons
By Henry Gilano 
(T h ird  of a series.)

A  challenge to lhe FBI's 
glorification of lhe informer 
was hurled by lhe late Pulitzer 
Prize winner Bernard de Volo. 
In  his department, "The Easy 
Chair" in Harper's magazine, he 
served "Due Notice to the FBI."  
" I say it has gone too far. We 
are dividing into the hunted 
and lhe hunters . . . This no­
lice is posted in the court-house 
square. I  w ill not discuss any­
one in private with any govern­
ment investigator. I  like a 
country where it's nobody's 
damned business what maga­
zines anyone reads, what he 
thinks. whom he has cocktails 
with. I  like a country where we 
do not have to stuff the chim­
ney against listening ears and 
where what we say does not go 
into the FB I files . . .  I like a 
country where no college-train­
ed flatfeel collect memoranda

about us "  (October 1949
issue.)

The F B I pursues its  sleuth ing 
operations r ig h t in to the W hite  
House. This was documented by 
Carey M cW illiam s, ed itor of 
The N ation (Feb. 1952) in “ The 
W hite  House Under S u rve il­
lance.”  In  January 1952, Sen­
a tor M cC arthy charged tha t 
P h illeo  Nash, a member of 
President T rum an ’s staff, had 
been named in an F B I report 
as having had close connections 
w ith  the “ Communists”  in  the 
1940’s. A  special assistant to 
the President, D avid  L loyd , was 
branded by M cC arthy in  1950 
on the basis of “ sources at the 
L oya lty  Review Board.”  These 
Boards get th e ir  m ateria l from  
the FB I. L a te r M cC arthy c la im ­
ed th a t the L lo yd  case was 
closed on orders from  the 
W hite  House. H ow  did M cCar­
thy. a personal fr iend  of H oov­
er, happen to know  this?

A ttack on Lowenthal
On Jan. 24, 1952, Representa­

tive  George A . Dondero of 
M ich igan attacked M ax L o w ­
enthal (author o f the de fin itive , 
c r itica l study, “ The F B I” ) in 
v itr io lic  fashion on the floor of 
the  House, charging tha t he 
was “ back on the W ashington 
scene”  and had “ recently a l­
most succeeded in dealing a 
death b low  to the governm ent’s 
program  in prosecuting Com­
m unists.”  According to Dondero, 
Low entha l was “ the architect 
o f the plan to fire J. Howard 
M cG rath .”  President T rum an ’s 
A tto rn e y  General.

Low entha l, a noted New 
Y o rk  attorney, is a close friend 
o f T rum an. W h ile  attempts 
were made to suppress Low en­
th a l’s book in 1950, Dondero 
made the ch ie f speech in Con­
gress a ttacking Low entha l. The 
N.Y. Post o f Jan. 25, 1952 re­
ported tha t “ Dondero, lik e  
[W a lte r ] W inchell, has fre ­
quen tly  displayed notab ly  close 
connections w ith  the F B I.”  M c­
W illiam s poses the question: 
H ow  did “ Dondero know  w hat 
was said in a conversation be­
tween the President and Mr. 
Low entha l?"

The Nash, L loyd  and Low en­
th a l incidents as w e ll as the 
F B I’s fa ilu re  to deny tha t it  
had been feeding in fo rm ation  to 
Dondero and M cC arthy, perm it 
o n ly  one conclusion, that F B I i

in form ers have the W hite  House 
under surveillance.

J. Edgar Hoover, in opposing 
conlrol of FB I personnel by the 
Civil Service Commission, noted 
that the FBI's work was of a 
highly confidential nature, be­
cause it also had to investigate 
high public officials. The CSC 
charged that the F B I was "an 
agency that feels it is justified 
in being 'above the law'."

The F B I inform ers, o ffic ia lly  
sanctioned, have become a ll- 
pow erfu l: no one remains im ­
mune from  th e ir ra tting . One 
of the stool pigeons was E liza­
beth Bentley, who claimed she 
had once been a “ Communist 
spy.”  Hoover placed his entire  
personal prestige as w e ll as the 
prestige of the F B I behind this 
prize in fo rm er. He testified in 
Nov. 1953: “ A ll in fo rm ation  fu r ­
nished by Miss Bentley, which 
has been susceptible to check, 
has proved correct. She has 
been subjected to the most 
searching c ro s s -e x a m in a t io n ; 
her testim ony has been evalu­
ated by ju ries  and reviewed by 
courts, and has been found to 
be accurate.”  The record, how ­
ever, doesn't bear Hoover out.

For instance, B entley claimed 
M a jo r Duncan Lee was a Com­
m unist P a rty  member, “ our 
most va luable  source in the 
OSS . . . he paid his dues to 

i me.”

"Silvermaster Group"
Lee denied the charges. In  a 

b r ie f filed by B yron Scott, a t­
to rney fo r another of Bentley's 
v ic tim s, it was pointed out tha t 
in  an F B I le tte r of Nov. 8. 
1945, B en tley  named Lee as a 
member o f the “ S ilverm aster 
g roup”  (described by her as a 
“ Communist spy rin g ”  in the 
federal governm ent.) In  an FB I 
memo o f Nov. 27, 1945, she 
shifted h im  to the “ Pcrlo  g roup” 
(another alleged “ rin g ” ). F in a l­
ly , in  1948 testim ony before a 
House of Representatives com­
m ittee. she “ iden tified ”  h im  as 
a sub-agent of M ary Price.

Bentley testified she collected 
dues from the "Silvermaster 
group," and "the money I  took 
down to M r. Earl Browder, and 
got receipts from him." From  
July 1941 to M ay 1942, when 
■he said she look money to 
him. Browder could not have 
been lhe recipient of dues, 
since he was in Atlanta peni­
tentiary on charges of passport 
fraud.

B entley testified she obtained 
the  date of D -Day “ long before 
D -D ay happened”  from  U llm an 
“ through his connections w ith  
Qen. H illd r in g ’s office in the 
A ir  Corps.”  B u t H il ld r in J  was 
in  the  C iv il A ffa irs  D iv is ion  
and had no connection w ith  the 
A ir  Corps. General Eisenhower 
h im se lf knew the dale less than 
24 hours in advance, due to

weather problems. The 107-page 
Scott b rie f filed in 1955 charged 
37 such discrepancies.

H arvey Matusow described a 
d inner w ith  Bentley at which 
she wept and complained tha t 
she was “ sick of being used by 
committees.”  He quoted her as 
saying: “ You’re young, you can 
find a job. I  can't. I  have to 
continue doing th is  k ind  of 
w ork. I  have to keep finding 
in fo rm ation  to tes tify  about.”

Matusow was the F B I in fo rm ­
er who p u l the w itch -hun te rs  
on the spot when he repudiated 
various testim ony he had given. 
He confessed tha t he lied  as 
pa rt o f a deliberate p lo t to 
ra ilroad  innocent persons to 
prison fo r a llegedly advocating 
the "ove rth row  o f the govern­
ment by force and violence.” 
Matusow, p rio r to his autobio­
graphy, “ False tyitness,”  pu t 
the finger on 180 people, helped 
send 12 CP leaders to ja il  and 
supplied “ statistics”  fo r M c­
C arthy ’s charge o f “ 20 years of 
treason”  against the Democratic 
Party.

The Feb. 5, 1955 N .Y. Times 
stated that "the shabby busi­
ness of the paid professional in­
former, which has reached new 
dimensions under governmental 
encouragement during the past 
few years, has been given a 
blow" by Matusow. There was 
no need to w ail for Matusow to

In fo rm e r Goes to J a il

F B I * Inform er Joseph Mazzei is escorted to jail by 
sheriff's deputy (rear). Mazzei had long career as professional 
stool pigeon. He was jailed, however, not for helping to 
frame innocent people but on charges of failing to meet 
payments for support of an illegitimate child he allegedly 
fathered.

admit his fabrications. In  Nov. 
1952, he claimed there were 
"126 Communists on the Sun­
day section of the N.Y. Times" 
even though the entire Sunday- 
section staff consisted of only 
90 people. On March 13, 1952, 
Matusow told a committee: " I 
know by sight probably 10,000 
party members in N.Y."

The F B I is engaging in de lib ­
erate and calculated frame-ups. 
The F B I knows w hat i t  is p u r­
chasing when i t  buys testim ony 
from  inform ers. I t  is on ly a fte r 
the h ire lings  p u b lic ly  confess to 
p e rju ry  tha t the po litica l police 
becomes alarmed. W hile  send­
ing people to prison on fa b r i­
cated testim ony, Matusow was 
an F B I hero: a fte r he confessed 
and testified to get people out 
of ja il,  Matusow was im prison-

ed fo r five years— his punish­
ment fo r recanting. The five 
year sentence was also a b ru ta l 
w arn ing  to a ll the other ly ing  
in form ers not to go stra ight.

Joseph D. Mazzei, a fo rm er 
F B I eavesdropper in the Com­
m unist P arty  from  1942 to 1953 
and a m ajor w itness in the 
P ittsburgh Sm ith Act tr ia l, 
turned in reports fo r 11 years 
before the governm ent decided 
he was not trus tw o rthy . H is 
M iam i testim ony included fab­
rications about plans fo r a 
“ Com m unist invasion”  of the 
U S . and p lo ttin g  the assassina­
tion of congressmen and a 
judge. U n like  Matusow, noth­
ing happened to Mazzei be­
cause he did not tu rn  on the 
F B I and did not aid those 
whom he helped incarcerate.

Agent Provocateur
Scarletto, an F B I undercover 

spy in the CP, testified tha t he 
was instructed to en lis t in the 
arm y by the “ Communists”  so 
he could com m it “ sabotage”  in 
Korea. This damaging testim ony 
was accepted at face value by 
the Subversive A c tiv it ie s  Con- 
tro l Board. Then i t  tu rned out 
tha t in the C a lifo rn ia  S m ith - 
A ct cases, Scarletto had testi­
fied tha t du ring  a CP meeting 
he had made the suggestion 
tha t he jo in  the a,rmy so that 
he could com m it sabotage in  
Korea. In  o ther words, he was 
causing troub le  as an agent 
provocateur. Scarletto consid­
ered i t  “ fu n n y ”  tha t he suc­
ceeded in  ge tting  a $5 subscrip­
tion  to the People’s W orld from  
a neighbor whom he knew to 
be anti-com m unist, and then 
turned in  her name to the FBI.

In  the 1955 S m ith -A c t T ria ls, 
W illia m  G arfie ld Cummings of 
Toledo adm itted he had signed 
up re latives in to  the CP, then 
turned in  th e ir  names to the

FBI. A r th u r  P. S trunk adm itted 
in fo rm ing  on his w ife , among 
others, and receiving 82,300 fo r 
his services as an F B I squealer.

The tit le  “ Dean o f Witnesses 
fo r H ire ,”  was conferred on the 
late F B I stool pigeon Paul 
Crouch, who averaged $5,000 a 
year, fo r w hich he starred in 
at least 60 proceedings. Crouch 
had an appropriate background 
fo r his ra ttin g  career; he testi­
fied before an A rm y  Court 
M a rtia l in 1925 that, “ I  am in 
the hab it o f w r it in g  le tters to 
m y friends and im ag inary per­
sons, sometimes to kings and 
other fore ign persons, in which 
I  place m yself in  an im aginary 
position. I  do tha t to  develop 
m y im ag inary powers.”

Crouch had supposedly sub­
mitted the names of all leading 
Communist Party members he 
knew to the FB I. He never 
listed Jacob Burck, a Chicago 
Sun-Times cartoonist. Yet when 
Burck was the subject of a de­
portation hearing. Crouch testi-

...Labor's Political Independence
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best way to vote for him was 
on the Liberal Party line.

The ISP made a bold tr y  at 
gain ing 50,000 voles fo r its 
gubernatoria l candidate John T. 
McManus. This w ou ld  have 
lega lly  qua lified a new socialist 
electoral p a rty  in  New Y ork  
state. I t  w ou ld  have made a 
strong im pact on the w hole 
labor movement and stim ula ted 
new in te rest in  the idea of a 
Labor Party.

Th is should have been reason 
enough fo r the Communist 
P a rty  leaders to support the 
ISP ; instead they opposed i t  in 
every way in the name of 
“ w o rk in g  w ith  the labor move­
m ent”  w ith in  the Democratic 
P a rty .
O H IO  EXPERIENC E

Consider now the 1958 elec­
to ra l experience in Ohio where 
the “ R ight to W ork ”  b ill was 
defeated by the labor m ove­
ment. W hat was the centra l fea­
tu re  o f th is  notable achieve­
ment? A n  ed ito ria l in the De­
cember issue of M ESA Educa­
to r, paper o f the 50,000-mem­

ber Mechanics Educational So­
ciety of Am erica, A FL-C IO , 
relates how the m ovem ent to 
defeat R-T-W , which the editors 
regard as an inc ip ien t fo rm  of 
movem ent fo r a Labor Party, 
arose from  below and achieved 
its purpose. “ Not because of, 
but despite labor’s top brass,”  
the editors say, “ organized 
labor in Ohio was forced to set 
up its own class organization 
— U nited  Organized Labor of 
Ohio — w hich was independent 
o f both cap ita lis t parties and 
the A F L -C IO  po litica l arm 
COPE.”

I t  w ould be in teresting to 
learn w hy the W orker, in  all 
the space i t  devoted to the 
lessons o f the 1958 elections, 
never even cited th is ed ito ria l 
appraisal o f the significance of 
the rem arkable events in Ohio. 
The M ESA ed ito ria l describes 
how  the independent po litica l 
fo rm ation  “ UO LO  set in  m otion 
a tremendous release of w o rk ­
ing class so lida rity  tha t has not 
been witnessed or fe lt fo r many 
decades in th is  state. I t  was 
tru ly  a ‘grass roots m ovem ent’

and Nov. 4 gave proof positive 
o f th is  when R -T-W  was crush­
ed by a two-to-one vote.”

The M ESA editors qu ite  cor­
rec tly  conclude tha t “ The ex ­
perience gained from  the R -T-W  
fight showed tha t labor could 
un ite  on issues and tha t it  
could w in  the support of a sub­
stantia l segment o f the com­
m un ity . I t  emphasized tha t 
labor did not need —  in fact in 
th is instance could not re ly  on 
— its so-called po litica l friends.”  
The editors show how  both 
Democratic and Republican can­
didates were in effect support­
ers o f the “ R igh t to W ork ”  
measure and th a t the po litica l 
ties o f the labor movement 
w ith  the Dem ocratic p a rty  were 
a m ajor obstacle in the w ay of 
the struggle.
R AN KS BREAK C O A LIT IO N

D id the CP po licy  of w o rk ing  
w ith  the “ labor movem ent”  in 
the Dem ocratic P a rty  find con­
firm ation  in Ohio? No, it  was re ­
fu ted  there. The w orkers in 
Ohio demonstrated tha t as soon 
as labor’s ranks engage in  po­
lit ic a l action on a mass scale,

they burst through the coalition 
o f the Dem ocratic P arty  and 
the labor officials.

The Ohio experience exposed 
the labor bureaucracy in a 
special way. N orm a lly , labor’s 
top brass blocks every serious 
step in the many progressive 
struggles the w ork ing  class and 
Negro people should be waging. 
O r they im m obilize  the labor 
movement where progressive 
struggles are actua lly  tak ing  
place. B u t in Ohio, the ranks 
swept past the top offic ia ls to 
v ic to ry . The success o f the en­
deavor proves that labor could 
score s im ila r gains on other 
issues i f  the ranks get the 
bureaucracy out o f the way.

On lhe electoral field or on 
the numerous fronts of the 
class struggle the labor bureau­
cracy is a major obstacle to the 
progress of the labor move­
ment. That's why the policy of 
the CP and SP-SDF leadership, 
which begins and ends with 
subservience to the l a b o r  
bureaucracy, must be fought 
tooth and nail if  socialists are 
to fu lfill their proper mission.

lied lhal he had often met him  
at meetings of the CP's central 
committee. Asked to point out 
Burck. Crouch unhesitatingly 
fingered a Chicago Tribune 
photographer.

D u r i n g  the 1949 H a rry  
Bridges p e rju ry  tr ia l, Crouch 
denied know ing David Davis, a 
Pennsylvania CP leader. “ I 
have never heard of David 
Davis,”  he to ld the court. “ I 
have no knowledge of David 
Davis.”  He repeated the denial 
three times. In  1951, however, 
his m em ory apparently re juven­
ated, he said he had not only 
heard o f Davis but had met 
h im  as ea rly  as 1928. Crouch 
swore he had w orked closely 
w ith  Davis on in filtra tio n  of 
the arm y in the 1930’s.

Crouch testified in M ay 1949 
against A rm and Scala. He elab­

orated his s tory in a Hearst a r­
tic le . In  the subsequent libe l 
suit, Scala was awarded $5,000.

The career of Paul Crouch is 
a typ ica l example o f subsidized 
testim ony being in effect sub­
sidized p e rju ry . The F B I w it-  
ness-for-hire operates under the 
m otto: “ You name them, we 
fram e them ."

Low e ll Watson, a profession­
al ex-Com m unist on loan from  
the F B I, sp illed the beans in 
February, 1955, a fte r swearing 
tha t Edward Lam b had con tr ib ­
uted money to the CP through 
h im . Later, Watson adm itted he 
had never in his life  seen Lamb 
u n til he came to the hearing. 
He “ iden tified ”  h im  on ly be­
cause the governm ent prosecu­
to r gave h im  photographs of 
the v ic tim  and to ld  h im  in w hat 
cha ir lie w ould be seated.

someone had shown h im  how to 
k i l l  a man w ith  a p la in  wooden 
pencil.

C arl Braden helped a Negro 
fa m ily  buy a house in a w hite  
Lou isv ille  neighborhood. When 
the house was dynam ited, Carl 
Braden, his w ife  and fou r 
others were indicted fo r “ sedi­
tio n " and accused of b low ing 
up the house to s tir  up racial 
discord. The resources o f the 
F B I were m obilized to help the 
K en tucky  au thorities put th is 
fraud  over. An F B I undercover 
agent. M artha Edmiston, o ffe r­
ed th is  sensation: Question:
“ Was an actual revo lu tion  p lan­
ned?”  Answer: “ Yes, i t  was p lan ­
ned fo r January 12, 1941.”

D avid  B rown, fo rm er cha ir­
man o f the Los Angeles C iv il 
R ights Congress, who wept at 
the Rosenberg’s funera l where 
he form ed part o f the honor 
guard w h ile  on the F B I pay­
ro ll, adm itted ly ing  and spying 
t i l l  he couldn’t go on. As “ Jack 
M ille r ”  he registered on Jan. 
11, 1955, at a small dow ntow n 
Los Angeles hotel some 24 
hours a fte r he had made his 
pub lic  confession o f being a 
paid in form er. Then he tr ied  to 
k i l l  h im self. The police found 
h im  w ith  16 m inor razor cuts. 
“ I haven 't anyth ing  to live  fo r”  
he said.

N etted  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a  Year
In  testim ony given in M ay 

1955, B row n, when asked about 
his ly ing , rep lied : "T h a t’s what 
I  was paid to do by the F B I.”  
There is a special significance 
to B row n ’s “ I- lie d -fo r-th e -F B I"  
confession. He w orked d ire c tly  
fo r the FBI. fab rica ting  reports 
w hich never featured in tr ia ls  
o r hearings, but were used to 
bu ild  up the F B I’s files and to 
screen w orkers o ff th e ir jobs.

Louis Budenz. former editor 
of the Daily Worker, testified 
that his turncoat activities net­
ted him over $10.000 a year. He 
claims to have spent 3,000 hours 
giving the names of "Commun­
ists" to the FB I. In  none of 
these soul-cleansing sessions did 
he name John Carter Vincent

or Owen Lattimore. Yet when 
McCarthy decided to lock them 
in the pillory, the Fordham 
professor quite suddenly had a 
moment of deep awareness. It  
came to him quite certainly that 
they were "Communists" — to 
which he then testified.

The F’B I ’s standards of m ora l­
ity  were exh ib ited when Daphne 
Price, a 19-year-old Canadian 
g ir l, studying  at the U n ive rs ity  
o f M ichigan broke down and 
exposed the role she had been 
forced to p lay fo r  the FB I. For 
fou r months she spied on her 
boy fr iend  and turned in the 
names of his campus acquain t­
ances. She did so, she said, be­
cause the F B I in tim ated a 
threat that her position as an

Harvey Matusow (r) and Roy Cohn were key figures in 
the late Senator McCarthy's witchunting "investigations." 
Matusow, who was also an informer for the FB I, confessed 
he fabricated false testimony and directly implicated Cohn 
in the political frameups. As McCarthy's legal counsel, Cohn 
boasted of his access to FB I files.

alien had been jeopardized by 
da ting  Edward Schaeffer in 
early 1954.

Use o f b lackm a il— tra ffick in g  
in fear and m isery— is one way 
the F B I makes inform ers. B er­
nard H orw ath  had been ques­
tioned fo u r tim es by the F B I 
but refused to give names of 
those he knew in the CP. Then 
the F B I asked h im  to re jo in  the 
CP and become an in fo rm er. He 
explained “ I jus t couldn’t do 
it.”  D enatura lization proceed­
ings fo llow ed in 1954. H orw ath, 
now an e lectrica l contractor, 
was accused of having fa iled  to 
m ention in his 1931 na tu ra liza ­
tion  proceedings tha t he was a 
“ Com m unist.”

The much public ized M atthew  
Cvetic, in fo rm er, hero of the 
movie “ I was a Com m unist fo r 
the F B I.”  au thor o f Saturday 
Evening Post artic les and a ra ­
dio series based on his F B I ex ­
periences, turned out to be an 
alcoholic w ith  attendant psy­
chotic disorders w ho had been 
r e p e a t e d l y  hospitalized. In  
Chicago the Court of Appeals 
reversed the deportation order 
against Brzovich based on 
Cvetic's testimony that he had 
seen Brzovich at a "Commun­
ist" meeting. The court did not 
find Cvetic's testimony credible. 
In  Pennsylvania, Cvetic has 
appeared as a witness in some 
300 cases. He was also a w it­
ness against Carl and Anne 
Braden.

A t the hearings to remove 
the Independent Socialist Lea­
gue from  the A tto rney  Gener­
a l’s lis t, Ju ly  11, 1956, James 
Burnham , appearing as govern­
ment witness, said th a t it was 
perm issible f o r  “ ind iv idua ls  
w o rk in g  as agents o f the gov­
ernm ent o r' officers of the gov­
ernm ent under ins truc tion ”  to  
lie  in figh ting  Soviet or “ other 
communisms.”  (The IS L  had 
been listed as a comm unist o r­
ganization, a lthough opposed to 
the Communist P arty .) B u rn ­
ham also said tha t “ w hatever 
small re lations I ’ve had w ith

the F B I are a m atte r of con­
fidence.”

M ann ing  Johnson, a paid F B I 
in fo rm er, testified before the 
Subversive A c tiv it ie s  C ontro l 
Board that in his ardent pa­
tr io tism , some things are above 
tru th .

Q. “ In  other words, you w il l  
te ll a lie  under oath in a court 
o f law , ra ther than run counter 
to you r instructions from  the 
F B I. Is tha t r igh t? ”

A. “ I f  the interests o f my 
governm ent are at stake. In  the 
face of enemies, at home and 
abroad, i f  m a in ta in ing  secrecy 
of the techniques o f methods of 
operation of the F B I who have 
responsib ility  fo r the protection 
of our people, I say I  w il l  do it 
a thousand tim es.”

In  a Pennsylvania sedition 
trial, Johnson underwent cross- 
examination about testimony 
he gave in a previous deporta­
tion proceeding.

Q. "That testimony was not 
correct, was it, M r. Johnson?"

A. "No. it wasn't, precisely, 
because I  could not at that time 
reveal that I had supplied in ­
formation to the F B I . . .  I  
th ink the security of the gov­
ernment has priority over . . . 
any other consideration."

Johnson to ld  the Louisiana 
Legis la tive Com m ittee on Seg­
regation in March 1957 tha t the 
Rev. M artin  L u th e r K ing , lead­
er of the v ic torious M ontgom ­
e ry  bus boycott, was “ a das­
ta rd ly  m islcader who is leading 
the Negroes of the South down 
to destruction and bloodshed.”

I t  is f it t in g  tha t the idols of 
the F B I are stool pigeons who 
have been p u b lic ly  exposed as 
professional l i a r s ,  fa lsifiers 
agent provocateurs and fram e- 
up artists. Because the charge 
that M arxism  is a “ conspiracy” 
to overth row  the governm ent 
by “ force and violence" is a 
barefaced lie, the F B I must 
conjure fraudu len t evidence. 
And it considers nobody im ­
mune from  th e ir inform ers.

A d v e r t is e m e n t  A d v e r t is e m e n t  A d v e r t is e m e n t  A d v e r t is e m e n t

Laura Gray Cartoon Calendar

A q u a rte rly  calendar, w ith  fo u r cartoons by Laura Gray, tw o  o f which 

are p ic tu red  here. Each cartoon is 7" x 8V2"  and is p rin ted  on a vellum suit­
able fo r  fram ing. Get them as g ifts  fo r  your friends. Be sure to  ge t a Laura 
Gray calendar fo r  yourse lf be fore  they run out. Each $1 paid fo r  a calendar 
w ill go in to  the fund fo r  publication o f the Laura Gray M em orial Cartoon 
Book. O rder calendars from

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.

Scared to D eath '
This admission of perjury 

came on ihe heels of a confes­
sion by F B I informer Marie 
Natvig. Mrs. Naivig charged 
lhat she was "brainwashed" in­
fo linking Lamb w ilh  Ihe CP: 
that they "manufactured the 
evidence" after the prosecuting 
attorney said "Let's murder the 
bum." She stated, " I was recit­
ing a prepared speech. I  was 
scared to death. They told me 
what the truth was and told 
me to tell it."

A t the N orth  Carolina Sm ith 
Act t r ia l o f Junius Scales, the 
governm ent called Ralph Clontz 
who began to spy on Scales fo r 
the F B I w h ile  s ti l l  attending 
Duke U n ive rs ity . He earned up 
to $400 a month from  the FBI. 
Charles Benson Childs, a young 
U n ive rs ity  of N orth  Carolina 
physics student who jo ined the 
CP fo r the FB I, was another 
witness. Scales’ attorney, D avid 
Rein, rem arked to the ju ry  tha t 
“ apparently now i t ’s the fash­
ion to w o rk  you r w ay through 
school by w o rk in g  fo r the F B I.”

To an a ll-w h ite , la rge ly  m id ­
dle-class Southern ju ry , Clontz 
palavered about Scales' plan to 
un ite  the “ Negro n a t i o n . ”  
Childs “ testified”  about a secret 
school fo r Communists on a 
N orth  Carolina fa rm x where



Monday, December 29, 1958 T H E  M I L I T A N T Pag# Three

S u b s c r ip t io n :  $3 p e r  yearr: 
fo r e ig n :  $4 .5 0  p e r  y e a r ;  
C a n a d ia n : $3 .50  p e r  y e a r.

t h e  MILITANT
P u b lis h e d  W e e k ly  b y  th e  M i l i t a n t  P u b lis h in g  A s s o c ia t io n  
1 1 f> U n iv e r s i t y  P I., N . Y .  3, N . Y .  P h o n e : C H  3 -2 1 4 0

S e cond  c la s s  p o s ta g e  p a id  
a t  N e w  Y o rk .  N .Y .

E d it o r :  D A N IE L  R O B E R T S B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r :  B E A T R IC E  A L L E N

S ig n e d  a r t ic le s  b y  c o n t r ib u to r s  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  re p re s e n t  th e  M i l i t a n t 's  p o lic ie s .  These a re  e xp re s s e d  in  
I ts  e d i to r ia ls .

Vol. X X I I  —  No. 52 Monday, December 29, 1958

Monroe Journal on N.Y. Strike
W hat’s behind efforts of business in ­

terests in  a tow n like  Monroe, N.C., to 
keep the Negro com m unity  in a state of 
second-class citizenship? O ften i t  appears 
to be an obsession tha t blinds them to a ll 
else. B u t th is rea lly  isn ’t  so. The b itte r 
determ ination  of the Southern ru lin g  
class to m ain ta in  J im  Crow is consciously 
linked  to a more basic goal— tha t of m a in ­
ta in ing  the open shop. The aim is to pre­
ven t Negro and w h ite  w orkers from  w in ­
n ing  adequate wages and decent w o rk ing  
conditions. “ There are no unions in  Union 
C ounty,”  boasts the lite ra tu re  of the M on­
roe Chamber o f Commerce. (Monroe is 
located in  U nion County.)

An in te resting  example, p roving tha t 
class issues are basic w ith  these people, is 
found in  the Dec. 16 issue of the Monroe 
Journal. L ike  most of the kept Southern 
press, the Journa l b it te r ly  castigates its 
N orthe rn  counterparts fo r reporting  even 
a few  instances of Southern persecution

of Negroes. The Jou rna l’s professed hatred 
of the N orthe rn  press over th is appears 
so deep that i t  would seem as i f  no th ing 
could overshadow it. B u t its  reaction to 
the New Y ork  newspaper s trike  shows 
otherwise.

The Journa l editors say tha t the ir 
fee ling  about the New Y ork  press “ tempts 
us fo r once to side w ith  the strikes.”  But 
class allegiance q u ick ly  overcomes tem p­
tation. “  . . . We re a lly  don’t  condone 
strikes of any sort,”  says the Journal, 
“ even in  tha t c itadel of keyhole reporting  
and general m is in fo rm ation  about the 
South. I t  is one th ing  fo r labor to seek 
out and obta in its ju s t rewards, but is 
qu ite  a d iffe ren t m atte r fo r any group of 
Am ericans to have a death g rip  at the 
th roa t o f the en tire  national economy.” 
Etc., etc., as the Journa l runs through the 
rest of the un ion-buster’s litany .

M ora l: Scratch a professional Negro- 
ba ite r and you w il l  find a labor-hater.

They'll Try, But Not Too Hard
In  the Nov. 4 elections, 182 labor- 

endorsed Democrats were elected to the 
House of Representatives. This has been 
a basis fo r a good deal of ta lk  about how, 
from  labor’s v iew po in t, there ’s going to 
be a big change fo r the be tte r in Congress 
and in  the Dem ocratic P a rty  too. B u t i f  
we are to judge by a Dec. 19 U.S. News 
and W orld  Report in te rv ie w  w ith  Speaker 
of the House Sam Rayburn, there is no 
substance to such ta lk .

“ Is there anyth ing  to the idea that 
the  Dem ocratic pa rty  is becoming an 
A m erican labor pa rty ,”  the magazine 
asked. “ U tte r nonsense,”  replied the Texas 
Democrat.

W hat of the v iew  of some people that 
the 86th Congress w il l  be dom inated by 
the unions, the in te rv iew e r asked. “ I  an­
swered tha t a w h ile  ago by saying the 
Dem ocratic p a rty  is not going to be a 
labor p a rty ,”  said Rayburn. “ We are going 
to t r y  to trea t the labor unions ju s tly  and 
fa ir ly  and not g ive them more than they 
deserve, or less than they deserve.”

W h ile  the Democrats m ay “ t r y ”  to 
give labor some justice, there is no doubt 
w hatever tha t they w i l l  trea t B ig  Busi­
ness fa ir ly — and maybe a l i t t le  better. 
“ Now, the Dem ocratic pa rty  is not against 
business ju s t because it  is b ig ,”  Rayburn 
said. “ We know  there have got to be vast 
aggregations of business, factories, and so 
fo rth , to take care of the economy of the 
country, and they have got to be b ig."

But, i t  may be argued, R ayburn is 
on ly  ta lk in g  fo r the conservative Demo­
crats. N ot according to his libe ra l col­
leagues. On Dec. 15, 20 House libe ra l 
Democrats caucused on means of lib e ra l­
iz ing  House rules. The C hris tian  Science 
M on ito r reported the next day tha t Rep. 
F rank Thompson of New Jersey said tha t 
“ the consensus of those present favored 
seeking reform s through the established 
House leadership of Speaker R ayburn.”  
A nd the M on ito r co rrec tly  adds, “ This is 
a recognition of the p o litica l fact tha t 
Speaker R ayburn ’s views are a ll im p o rt­
ant.”

"Ode to Sanitation"
The following poem, "An Ode to Sanita­

tion w ith Apologies to Our Advertisers," 
is by Pierre Berton, and is reprinted from  
the Oct. 21 Toronto Star.

As scientists we must admit, the Russians 
have us beat

B u t the re ’s one branch of research, in 
w h ich  they can’t compete;

O ur p lum b ing  is the envy o f every 
Western nation:

We may not put up Sputn iks—but we’re 
tops in  sanitation.

Oh, iye invented L ifebuoy, when S ta lin  
was a to t

A nd  we developed L is te rine  before the 
Czar was shot.

Now w e’ve come up w ith  M um  and Ban 
and Duz and T ide and Vel.

We on ly  need one other th in g  to give 
those Russians hell:

So every Am erican, from  Ike  to G ravel 
G ertie,

Is p raying tha t we’l l  soon perfect 
A  bomb tha t isn ’t  d ir ty  . . .

We got to have a clean bomb—
A n absolute ly antiseptic socially 

acceptable p ris tine  bomb.
Now w a r’s a f ilth y  business;
We don’t w ant i t  to recur.
So we’ve got to have a clean bomb to 
D etergently  deter.

We want a right bomb.
W h i te r  than w h ite  bomb,
A bomb to knock the spots off o f  that d i r ty  

M uscov ite  bomb.
A n d  i f  we have to d rop  it 
Y o u ’l l  see o u r  v ic t im s g r in  
F o r  w e ' l l  have the on ly  H -b o m b  
T h a t ’s made w ith  lano l in .

We got to have a clean bomb—
A  tested-and-approved-by-Good- 

Housekeeping magazine bomb.
So when the mushroom cloud goes up 
And fo lks die by the acre 
They w on’t be plagued by S trontium -90 
W hen they meet th e ir  Maker.

We want a demure bomb.
Safe and sure bomb.
N ine ty -n ine-and-fo r ty - fou r-on  e-hundred tbs 

percent pu re  bomb  
A n d  though ou r  v ic t im s  call out 
Every t im e  o u r  bombs go past ’em 
We can prom ise that there w on 't  be any 
F a l lo u t  when we blast 'em.

As scientists we must admit, the Russians 
have the edge

B u t as leaders of the W estern w orld , 
we make th is  solemn pledge:

W e’l l  keep sending chrom ium  bath tubs 
to the Sikhs and Japanese;

W e’l l  keep p u ttin g  Cannon towels in  
every box o f Breeze;

W e’l l  ship K leenex to the Eskimos, 
although it  may not su it ’em.

A nd i f  w e ’re forced to bomb ’em, 
those bombs w il l  not po llu te  ’em.

We got to have a clean bomb—
A n undefiled, untarnished and unta in ted 

sweet-sixteen bomb. •
O ur enemies w i l l  thank us 
For our fa ith  in  sanitation:
We may b low  them a ll to pieces 
B u t there ’l l  be no radiation.

We want an okay bomb,
B ri t ish  fa i r  p lay  bomb.
W ith  more active d i r t  remover than any 

o the r A -bom b
M ow  Sani-Sealed in  P l io f i lm  
'To answer o u r  demands.
When i t  f in a l ly  explodes i t  w o n ’ t 
Be touched by hum an  hands.

We got to have a clean bomb—
The k ind  of bomb i t ’s safe to give your 

k ids on H a llow e ’en bomb.
Now tha t bomb may k i l l  ten thousand 
L it t le  ch ild ren in  the n ight,
B u t when they lay those corpses out 
They ’l l  a ll be R inso-white.

We want a chaste bomb.
I n  good taste bomb.
A n  a l together e th ical, h igh -p r inc ip led ,  

strait-laced bomb.
O u r  heritage is P u r i ta n —
T h a t ’s w hy we’re dedicated;
O u r  h igh explosives, l ike  o u r  books 
Are better expurgated.

As scientists we must admit, the Russians 
are one-up.

B ut we invented Saul-F lush when 
Khrushchev was a pup.

They may have S putn iks in the air,
(We w ince to hear them coming)
B u t we cou ldn ’t raise a sate llite  
W ithou t the proper p lum bing.
We can’t stand contam ination!
We consider i t  obscene!
A nd  w e ’l l  never figh t a d ir ty  w ar 
W ith o u t a bomb th a t’s clean.

Report on the Political Situation in Kerala

Modem steel plant in India. It  barely dents basic 
agrarian character of India with semi-feudal land relations 
still prevailing. Eighty per cent of Kerala population lives 
by agriculture.

By P. R. Dharmabandu
IR IN JA LA K U D A . S O U T H  

IN D IA — Kerala is the smallest 
state in India w i t h  14.980 
square miles and a population 
of now over 15 million. Eighty 
percent of the people of this 
tiny, but beautiful, part of the 
Indian sub-continent depend 
upon agriculture for a living. 
Nevertheless, this is a deficit 
area in respect to food. The 
state has to purchase about 
two-thirds of its food needs 
from other states.

The percentage of lite racy in 
Kerala is 84%, the highest of 
any stale in India. But in the 
num ber of unemployed, too, 
Kera la  leads w ith  about fou r 
m illion . Because of that K e r­
ala has been named the "P rob ­
lem State”  of India. The main 
problems have never been 
solved although more than ha lf 
a dozen Congress Party m in is­
tries and one Praja Socialist 
P arty  m in is try  have ru led the 
state since 1947, when India 
achieved independence.
CP W IN S ELECTION

Kera la  attracted w orld  a t­
tention in early 1957, when the 
Communist P arty  won the elec­
tions and look power. It was 
not pure ly  accidental. The only 
other party  tha t could have 
won the elections was the Con­
gress Party. B u t m isrule and 
factional fights had lost the 
confidence of the electorate. 
The w orld  looked w ith  interest 
on how the events w ould shape 
up once the Communist Party 
was put in power. Both the ad­
m irers and the c ritics  have 
watched the new, in tr ig u in g  s it­
uation w ith  curiosity. Undenia­
bly, lhe Kerala Government 
evoked sympathy and hope 
from all sections of progressive- 
minded people throughout lhe 
world. And the by-election in 
the Deviculam constituency has 
clearly proved that Kerala vot­
ers still cherish hopes that the 
Communist Government w ill 
deliver the goods.

The first year passed w ithou t 
much discredit, m aking due a l­
lowance fo r the inexperience of 
the m inisters in the art o f adm in­
istra tion. It witnessed the lin e ­
up of forces both fo r and against 
the firs t "L e ft is t”  Governm ent 
in the State. The Congress, the 
Moslem League and the Praja 
Socialist P a rly  entered in to  an 
understanding which was clear­
ly  shown in the united sland 
they took against the Com­
m unist P arty  governm ent in its 
e ffo rt to  find solutions to p rob ­
lems confron ting  the young 
state.

This united opposition nut up 
a s tiff figh t against the Educa­
tion B il l  moved by the Com­
munist P a rty  m in is try  im m edi­
a te ly a fte r the assumption of 
office. The b ill was a progres­
sive one; it was intended to 
im part to the teachers security 
of job, salary and honor. It was 
also intended to abolish an­
archy in the educational field, 
as more than ten thousand

(Continued from  Page I )  
newspaper industry with a 40- 
hour week. The others work 
either 36*4 or 35 hours. The 
drivers are faced with the prob­
lem of automation, which has 
recently been introduced. Their 
trucks are loaded automatically. 
This has caused unemployment 
in the union. A 3S-”iiour week 
would help put all the workers 
back on the job.

In  add ition  the deliverers are 
asking fo r  sick leave, 12 h o li­
days instead o f eight, fo u r 
weeks vacation instead o f three 
and a reduction in the w eight 
of the newspaper bundles from  
53 lbs to 40 lbs. The publishers’ 
association has offered to lessen 
the w e igh t of the bundles to 
50 lbs. B u t as one o f the de­
live rym en  p u t it :  “ This is an 
insu lt. We’re try in g  to avoid 
ruptures. Three pounds less 
w on’t help.”

As can be seen, there is a 
m arked contrast between w hat 
the strikers are offered and 
w hat they want. Thus when 
Samuel Feldman, president of
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schools in the state were m an­
aged p riva te ly . Even though 
the Catholic Church fought 
tooth and nail against the b ill, 
there was a flood of demonstra­
tions urg ing the governm ent to 
enact the legislation.
CP CAVES IN

The cabinet was hesitant. The 
m in isters agreed to incorporate 
a num ber of amendments that 
were demanded by the Cath­
olics and supported by the 
R ightest parties. The Moslem 
League, through an ed ito ria l in 
its m o u t h p i e c e ,  Chandrika, 
w a rm ly  welcomed the govern­
ment's new stand. It was sheer 
surrender of p rinc ip les on the 
part o f the S ta lin ist m inisters. 
T he ir spineless action sorely 
disappointed many CP support­
ers.

Last July was marked by a 
wave of student strikes through­
out Kerala that at one time 
threatened to engulf the CP 
ministry. The struggle began 
over a trifling issue— the denial 
of b o a t - f a r e  concession to 
school-going children in Kut- 
tanad. The students had enjoyed 
the concession before the Water 
Transport C o r p o r a t i o n  was 
formed by the government early 
this year. The wave of strikes 
started in Kuttanad. It  soon 
spread to all parts of Kerala as 
the government, though fondly 
hoping that the struggle would 
fizzle out, mobilized p a r t y  
branches to meet the serious 
situation.

This was resented by the 
student population, w ith  the re­
su lt that there was not a single 
school in the stale that was not 
brought in to  the s trike  move­
ment. The governm ent was 
forced to give in. I t  granted 
free boat fares to Kuttanad

the union who favors signing 
the present em ployer offer, put 
a motion to the mem bership on 
Dec. 16 tha t they again subm it 
it  to a vote, his motion was 
overw he lm ing ly  defeated. Com­
m enting on w hat happened, one 
union member said, “ We don't 
w ant any vote [on a contract] 
u n til the publishers make us a 
better offer than the one w e ’ve 
rejected already.”

A nother union mem ber I 
ta lked to  w h ile  he was p icke t­
ing in the b itte r cold said, 
“ A bout 3.600 members were 
there [inc lud ing  members o th ­
er than newspaper deliverers] 
and they were fu rious when 
the leadership brought back the 
same contract and tr ied  to get 
another vote on it. They voted 
to cut off a ll pay fo r the o f­
ficials u n til the s tr ike  is over. 
They almost tore the place 
down.”
HOW STR IK E BEGAN

S o lida rity  shown tow ard the 
s tr ik in g  drive rs  by rank-and- 
file members o f the other news­
paper unions has sparked the

nepin A v e ., 2nd  flo o r. O pen noon to 
6  P .M . d a lly  e xc ep t Su ndays.

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , Box 361  

N e w a rk , N . J.

N E W  YOR1K C IT Y
M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru ra , 116  U n iv e r ­

s ity  P lace . A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .
O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y

P .O . Box 3 4 1 . B e rk e le y  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and C a m ­

p aign  H d q trs . S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e r»  
P a r ty ,  130 3  W .  G ira rd  A v e .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O
T h e  M il ita n t ,  1145  P o lk  S t., R m . 4. 

S at. 11 A .M . to 3  P .M . Phone P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no answ er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E
6 5 5  M a in  S t..  M U  2 -7 1 3 9 . L ib ra ry ,  

b o o ksto re . C lasses e v e ry  F r id a y  ev e ­
n in g  a t  8  P .M . O pen H o use fo llo w in g  
a t  1 0 :3 0  P .M .

S T . L O U IS
t o r  In fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4

students u n til a one-man com­
mission appointed to review  
the conflict should recommend 
otherwise. The government also 
agreed to appoint a commission 
of in q u iry  in to  the various in ­
cidents that occurred during  the 
J u ly  disturbances.

The government could have 
prevented the struggle from  
assuming mass proportions, had 
it come to a reasonable settle ­
ment when the parents’ repre­
sentatives, led by the form er 
Advocate General o f Madias. 
Shri K u tt ik r is h n a  Menon, met 
the C hie f M in is te r and placed 
certain compromise proposals 
before him . By refusing to ac­
cept a settlem ent then, the 
S ta lin is ts  had to make bigger 
concessions la te r when the 
struggle put th e ir power al 
stake. I t  was a clear loss of 
face and of prestige. By the by 
it was the on ly tim e that the 
CP adm itted defeat.
A G R A R IA N  LAW

The m uch-public ized A g ra r­
ian Relations B ill is being d is­
cussed by the Select Committee 
appointed by the Legislative 
Assembly in its last session. 
Pending enactment, the M in is ­
try  passed an act p roh ib iting  
evictions by the landlords. It 
was a wise step to prevent pos­
sible evictions by those land ­
lords w ho w ould be seriously 
affected by the land b ill. The 
CP m inisters said that the b ill 
was overdue, and that they 
were doing w hat the Congress 
had done in o ilie r stales in re ­
spect to land relations. The 
progressive land b ill caused lhe 
r ig h tis t parties to unite in at- 
temps to fo il the re form  mea­
sure.

T iie  R evo lu tionary Socialist

s tr ike  so far. Here is a report 
o l the beginning of Die s trike  I 
by an In te rna tiona l Typograph­
ical Union member: “ M idn igh t 
of the m orning o f Dec. 8 (M on­
day). the drive rs  set up the ir 
p icket lines. A t that tim e all 
contracts fo r n ine of the news­
paper mechanical trades unions 
had expired. Except fo r the de­
live rym en they were s til l in  ne­
gotiations. A t 2 A.M., in fron t 
o f the D a ily  News bu ild ing , 
fo u r members of the T ypo­
graphical w orkers reported fo r 
w ork. On seeing the pickets 
they tu rned around and w ent 
home. When the men returned 
the fo llow ing  day they found 
they were fired by the com­
pany.

“ P icket lines were pu lled  off 
at 8 A.M . on Dec. 8 because 
i t  was reported tha t the ne­
gotiations com m ittee had reach­
ed agreement w ith  the pub lish­
ers association. Tuesday m o rn ­
ing, Dec. 9, the deliverers 
voted down the contract and 
the picket line  was resumed at 
10:40 P.M. On Dec. 9, ITU  
members refused to cross the 
p icket lines s ta rting  w ith  the 
m idn igh t sh ift and going round 
the clock o f Dec. 10.”

By firing the four IT U  men, the 
Daily News deliberately forced 
a situation to develop which 
would prevent publication of 
the pa$er, this IT U  member 
charged. On Dec. 11, all the 
other papers followed suit and 
ceased publication, thus lock­
ing out 26,000 people.

A t tha t tim e, support from  
the ranks o f other unions fo r 
the de live ry  men was sporadic. 
However, the w orkers in the 
D a ily  News Chapel of Local 6, 
ITU , had a double p rinc ip le  to 
figh t for. F irst, they w ou ldn ’t 
cross, a p icke t line, and second, 
they were not going back w h ile  
fo u r of the ir own members re ­
mained fired.

The IT U  member reported 
fu rth e r tha t when Francis B a r­
re tt, IT U  Local 6 president, 
and F rank V a illancourt, Local

P a rty  w h ich  was badly defeat­
ed in the last general election 
is the on ly pa rty  tha t has de­
manded a s ti l l  more progressive 
land reform .

It is feared that there is con­
siderable opposition to the CP 
b ill even inside the Com m unist 
Party. A  good percentage of 
CP leaders hail from  feudal 
land-ow ning fam ilies, w hich 
are to be expropria ted com­
p le te ly  under the proposed law.

Since the main peasant or­
ganization is led by the Com­
munists themselves, such of 
their leaders who would be 
greatly affected by this law, 
peacefully managed to grab 
their lands from the tenants 
who had cultivated the holdings 
for years without proper docu­
ments.

In  Kollangode, one M r. N ar- 
ayananku tty  (younger brother 
of a CP leg is la tor and trade 
union leader), M r. P. Balachan- 
dra Menon, as w e ll as seven 
others were arrested fo r illegal 
trespass when they attempted 
to eject a tenant from  his ho ld ­
ings. M r. N arayananku tty  is a 
prom inant Com m unist peasant 
leader of the area and hails 
from  a jenm i (land-lo rd) fam ily . 
The eviction attem pt was in 
support of his own relatives. 
The tenant Mr. K it tu  objected 
to the fo rc ib le  en try  of N aray­
ananku tty  and party, and filed 
a pe tition  before the police. 
The police made the arrests as 
a result.

This is not an isolated in c i­
dent. M any a S ta lin is t leader 
has taken to th is devious m eth­
od w ith  connivance o f the 
leadership of the peasant o r­
ganizations. The m in is te r of 
law, it  should be remembered, 
made over his huge lands into 
a tru s t on the eve of the pub­
lica tion of the Land B ill. This 
was done to save his lands from  
the ce iling clauses o f the B ill. 
This insincere and faith less act 
of the m in is te r provoked a 
fu ro r among the people.
CP CALLS
FOR W A TER IN G  DOW N

His resignation was demand­
ed by the electorate of his own 
constituency: but the m in ister 
coolly evaded the issue. The 
CP does not dare discuss the 
issue pub lic ly . The latest news 
is that the state com m ittee of 
the Kerala Communist Party  
has passed a resolution ca lling  
upon the governm ent to make 
the b ill, as fa r as possible, ac­
ceptable to the opposition pa r­
ties. This strange move from  
the pa rty  that has a m a jo rity  in 
the Assembly portends tha t the 
Land B ill w il l  be d rastica lly  
amended to the advantage of 
the vested land lord  interests.

Munner — a High Ranges 
plantation area — recently saw 
police tire upon strikers. On 
Oct. 4. workers of the Kanan 
Devan plantations quit work. 
The rival union, led by lhe In ­
dian National Trade Union Con­
gress, withdrew from the strike

6 newspaper representative, 
urged the p rin te rs  to cross the 
de liverers ’ p icket line c>p Dec. 
10, “ they were to ld  that the 
firs t th ing  was to get the fou r 
IT U  members reinstated before 
the prin te rs  w ould consider any 
fu r th e r move.”  B a rre tt then 
asked the p icket captain fo r 
perm ission to go through the 
p icket line  to see D a ily  News 
business manager George Don­
ne lly .
LEADER W ITH O U T  
FO LLO W ING

B a rre tt re tu rned w ith  the 
rep ly tha t he cou ldn ’t get the 
fou r reinstated. Then he again 
asked the p rin te rs  to cross the 
line. A t th is tim e  there were 
a b o u t  3 0 0 - 4 0 0  w o r k e r s  
present. “ B arre tt lin ked  arms 
w ith  V a illancou rt and proceed­
ed through the picket lin e  ex­
pecting the men to fo llow . N o­
body d id .”

I t  is reported tha t in  the 
Pressman’s union, Joseph F. 
Dwyer, who had been president 
o f the newspaper local fo r 13 
consecutive years, stated pub­
lic ly , Dec. 13, tha t he’d te ll 
the members of his union to 
cross the picket lines. H is op­
ponent fo r the office o f presi­
dent, James O. Mahoney, adopt­
ed a po licy of respecting the 
picket lines. On Dec. 15, in 
the union elections, Mahoney 
defeated D w yer by a sizeable 
m a jo rity .

O ffic ia lly , the other unions 
have refused to support the 
s tr ik in g  . drivers. B u t the bu lk 
of the ranks have c learly  in d i­
cated th e ir so lida rity . Yet, there 
is more than so lida rity  in ­
volved, although tha t is funda­
mental. The members o f a ll 
the newspaper unions have a 
stake in th is s tr ike  and they 
know  it. I f  the $7 package con­
trac t is broken, i t  w il l  place 
th e ir unions in a much better 
bargain ing position in  the ir 
present negotiations. They w il l  
have the chance to make great­
er gains than they could hope 
fo r otherwise.

Prime Minister Nehru of 
India. His Congress Parly was 
replaced by lhe Communist 
Party in government of Ker­
ala stale.

as the planters agreed to refer 
a bonus question to arbitration. 
This angered the CP-led union. 
The strike put the government- 
in a critical position. The Work­
ers' demand for a 25% bonus 
for 1957-1958 was not exorbit­
ant. But when strikers prevent 
scabs from working and even 
terrorize them a bit, then thé 
police usually intervene to 
maintain "law and order."

The CP governm ent’s police 
also intervened. On Oct. 15. the 
police opened fire  at N e ttykud i, 
but there were no casualties as 
the police fired in the a ir bear­
ing in m ind tha t they were 
dealing w ith  CP-led workers. 
Under s im ila r circumstances, 
the police had opened fire at 
Chandanathope last Ju ly  26 
when R evolu tionary Socialist 
P arty  .workers prevented fin ish ­
ed products from  being carried 
away from  a locked-out factory. 
There the police fired to k ill,  
w ith  the blessings of the S ta l­
in is t m inisters.
POLICE K IL L  CP WORKERS

On Oct. 20, the police again 
fired at tw o places— at G ud ir- 
a lly  and Thalayar. This resu lt­
ed in the death of tw o workers, 
one woman and one man. How 
were the CP chiefs going to ex ­
p la in  w hy the police fired on 
CP workers? S im ple! Rosamma, 
the president of the Deviculam  
Estate W orkers Union alleged, 
on Oct. 22. that the firings 
were ordered as a result o f a 
"conspiracy”  between the m an­
agement, IN TU C  leaders and 
some police o ffic ia ls! B u t the 
Com m unist Law  M in is te r had 
averred tha t the governm ent 
w ould g ive protection to life  
and p roperty  o f the manage­
ment of the plantations. M ight 
not th is stand have prom pted 
the police to shoot in to  the 
crowd?

The s trike  continued fo r 27 
days. The planters were adam­
ant. They said tha t there w ould 
be no negotiations u n til the 
s tr ike  was called off. On Oct. 
30 the action council announc­
ed “ suspension" of the strike. 
B u t the revo lu tionary-m inded  
section of the w orkers hesitated 
to call off the strike . However, 
several top -rank ing  Com m unist 
pa rty  leaders rushed to the spot 
and persuaded the s trike rs  to 
resume w ork. The u n w illin g  
w orkers re turned to w o rk  on ly  
at 3 P.M., instead o f in  the 
m orn ing hours on Oct. 30.

Thus the Stalinist leaders 
went down on their knees be­
fore the planters. If  was a sur­
render of both principles and 
prestige. Their action with re­
gard to the Estate Workers' 
strike was a shameful betrayal 
of the entire Indian working- 
class movement.

THE JOBLESS R ICH
W hile  nearly five m illio n  un­

employed face a meager C h ris t­
mas, T iffany  and Co., New Y ork  
jew e lle r, is boosting its inven­
tories of h igher priced je w e lry  
— the k ind  that sells fo r $14,000 
and up. in antic ipation  of a 
booming Christmas, according 
to a W all Street Journa l re ­
port.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Recessions
AND HOW TO 

PREVENT TH EM

By H arry  Kelber

W ritten in easy, readable 
style, this pamphlet is for 
socialists and non-socialists 
alike. Carry it in your pocket. 
Discuss it with your friends 
and shopmates. Send 25 cents 
when you order through

PIONEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 

New York 3, N.Y.
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The Negro Struggle
Harvard Law Record on Racist Courts

U n til fa ir ly  recen tly  the lynche r’s 
rope was the symbol of Southern racism. 
Today the lynch mobs are being sup­
planted in  large measure by a J im  Crow 
court system tha t is used to “ le g a lly " ra il­
road unto ld  thousands of Southern Negroes 
to prison and often to execution. The net 
effect is not basically d iffe rent.

On occasion a p a rticu la r ly  g la ring  ex­
ample of w h ite  supremacist “ jus tice ”  
breaks in to  the nationa l press. The most 
recent example is the N orth  Carolina 
“ k iss ing”  case. (See story page 1.)

In  th is  case, independent investiga tion  
q u ick ly  exposed how the B il l  of R ights 
had been swept aside to v ic tim ize  tw o in ­
nocent ch ildren. But w ha t of the countless 
other cases in  the South where the facts 
have not ye t been fu l ly  established? For 
example, du ring  the m onth of November, 
in  the same state of N orth  Carolina, fo u r­
teen Negro youths, aged 14 to 17 were 
sentenced to life  in prison. A  fifteen th  re­
ceived the death penalty. They were con­
v icted solely on the testim ony of tw o  
w h ite  women who claim ed they were 
raped — the k ind  o f testim ony rem in is­
cent of the Scottsboro fram e-up in  the 
1930’s.

The illega l use of the courts to de­
p rive  Southern Negroes of life  and lib e rty  
has become so widespread tha t last Oct. 2 
the H arvard  Law  Record, oldest and most 
respected law-school paper in  the country, 
devoted a leng thy ed ito ria l to th is crucia l 
problem . The po in t of departure fo r the 
ed ito ria l was the case of J im m y W ilson, 
the Alabam a Negro who was sentenced 
to death fo r an alleged th e ft of less than 
$2. Underscoring the need fo r effective

aid to the countless v ic tim s  of the South­
ern courts, the ed ito ria l said in  part:

“ The spo tligh t recently has been fo­
cused upon the struggle of Negroes in  
the South to attend the same schools as 
w h ite  people. B u t even more im portan t 
than th is  is the Negroes’ figh t fo r life , fo r 
his freedom, in  cases w hich arise in  South­
ern courts every day of the year.

“ The case of J im m y W ilson is unique 
in  one way, fo r seldom is anyone any­
where condehined to death fo r stealing 
$1.92. B u t i t  is typ ica l, a ll too typ ica l, of 
the ‘raw  deal’ tha t the average Negro re­
ceives in  local c rim in a l courts throughout 
the South day a fte r day.

“ G overnor Folsom is to be commend­
ed fo r saving J im m y W ilson’s life . But 
he hesitated a good w h ile  before doing so. 
He d id  not act u n t il a fte r the case had 
received widespread p u b lic ity  th roughout 
not on ly th is  country, but the whole 
w orld , almost a ll of i t  sym pathetic to 
W ilson, u n til he had received a floodtide  
of letters, inc lud ing  many from  im portan t 
personages .such as George Meany, plead­
ing  fo r W ilson ’s life  to be spared, and 
u n t il Secretary of State Dulles sent a te le­
gram, in fo rm in g  h im  of the black eye 
tha t the case was g iv ing  the United States 
abroad. . .  .

“ I t  is not so much the Negro desiring 
to fu l l f i l l  his w ish to attend an integrated 
school in  L it t le  Rock or N o rfo lk  who 
needs protection. I t  is the unheralded 
Negro in  the unheard-of town, the one 
who is accused of a crim e bu t who can’t 
afford to h ire  a capable law yer to defend 
h im , and who is not offered top qua lity , 
h igh-priced counsel by the N A A C P .”

Holiday Book Bargains
(Use this ad as your order form)

( A l l  b o o k s  c lo lh b o u n d  u n le s s  
o th e rw is e  s ta le d ;  i f  n o  m a il in g  
p r ic e  is  in d ic a te d ,  i t  is  in c lu d e d  in  
p r ic e  o f  b o o k .)

T H E  M A N  F R O M  M A IN  S T R E E T .
A  S in c la ir  L e w is  R e a d e r. S e le c te d  
e ssa ys  a n d  o th e r  w r i t in g s  190 4*1950 . 
In c lu d e s  w r i t in g s  o n  l i t e r a r y ,  la b o r ,  
s o c ia l a n d  p o l i t ic a l  s u b je c ts . ( O r ig ­
in a l ly  $ 3 .7 5 )  $1 .0 0  ( )

( p lu s  15c m a i l in g  c h a rg e )  

G U IL T Y  M E N  1957 —  S U E Z  A N D  
C Y P R U S . B y  M ic h a e l F o o t  a n d  M e r-  
v y n  Jone s. T w o  o f  th e  m o s t  ta le n te d  
jo u r n a l is ts  o f  th e  L a b o r  P a r t y  le f t  
w in g  t ra c e  th e  s te p s  in  th e  im p e r ­
ia l is t  in v a s io n  o f  E g y p t  a n d  th e  
re p re s s io n  o f  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  m o v e , 
m e n t o n  C y p ru s .  ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 1 .9 5 ) 
p a p e r  c o v e rs  $ 1.00 ( )

( p lu s  15c m a il in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  C IR C L E  O F  G U IL T .  B y  D r .  
F re d e r ic  W e r th a m .  A  n o te d  p s y c h ia ­
t r i s t  e x a m in e s  th e  l i fe  se n te n c e  o f 
a " ju v e n i le  d e l in q u e n t "  f o r  m u rd e r  
a n d  f in d s  p o v e r t y  a n d  a n t i- P u e r to  
R ic a n  p re ju d ic e  g u i l t y ,  ( o r ig in a l ly  
$ 3 .0 0 ) $1 .00  ( )

( p lu s  15c m a il in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  S O C IA L  H IS T O R Y  O F  A R T .  
B y  A r n o ld  H a u s e r . A  c la s s ic  w o rk  
o f  M a r x is t  in te r p r e ta t io n  a n d  r e la ­
t io n  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  a n d  t re n d s  in  
l i te r a tu r e  a n d  a l l  th e  a r ts  t o  s o c ie ty  
a n d  i t s  c la sse s . I l lu s t r a te d .  P a p e r 
c o v e rs . 4 v o lu m e s . $1.25  p e r  v o l.  
( p lu s  10c m a il in g  c h a rg e  e ach  o r  
20c  fo r  a l l )  ( )

J E W S  A N D  T H E  N A T IO N A L  Q U E S ­
T IO N .  B y  H y m a n  L e v y .  T h e  ro o ts  
o f  a n t i- J e w is h  a c ts  in  th e  U S SR . 
A u th o r ,  lo n g  p r o m in e n t  in  B r i t is h
C o m m u n is t  P a r ty ,  w a s  e x p e lle d  fo r  
w r i t i n g  i t .  T h is  L ib r a r y  B o o k  C lu b  
e d i t io n  in c lu d e s  B r i t is h  C P  r e p ly  to  
L e v y  b y  R. P a lm e  D u tte .  P a p e r 
c o v e rs . $1 .5 0  ( )

T E L L  F R E E D O M . M e m o r i e s  o f  
A f r ic a .  B y  P e te r  A b ra h a m s . A  t a l ­
e n te d  N e g ro  n o v e lis t  re la te s  th e  
m o v in g  s to r y  o f  h is  g r o w in g  u p  
a n d  e m e rg e n ce  in to  r a c ia l  a n d  p o l i ­
t ic a l  a w a re n e s s  in  th e  U n io n  o f
S o u th  A f r ic a .  ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 4 .0 0 )
$ 1.00 (  )

( p lu s  15c m a il in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  I .W .W .  B y  P u u l F. B r ls s e n d e n  
T h e  n o w  c la s s ic ,  lo n g  o u t - o f - p r in t ,  
s tu d y  o f  A m e r ic a n  s y n d ic a lis m ,  th e  
I n d u s t r ia l  W o r k e rs  o f  th e  W o r ld .  
R e g u la r  p r ic e  $7 .50 . S p e c ia l to  M i l ­
i t a n t  re a d e rs  $5 .00  ( )

B IG  B I L L  H A Y W O O D ’S B O O K . A n  
A u to b io g r a p h y .  L o n g  a ra re  ite m , 
t h is  a u to b io g r a p h y  o f  th e  le a d e r  o f  
th e  IW W  is  a g a in  in  p r in t .  $2 .25

( )
H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  H A Y M A R K E T  
A F F A IR .  B y  J le n r y  D a v id .  A n o th e r  
o u t - o f - p r in t  c la s s ic  a g a in  a v a i la b le .  
T h e  c e le b ra te d  f ra m e -u p  a n d  th e  
o r ig in  o f  M a y  D a y . R e g u la r  p r ic e  
$6 .7 5 . S p e c ia l to  M i l i t a n t  re a d e rs  
$5 .50  ( )

( p lu s  15c)

O U T  O F  T H E  D E P T H S . B y  B a r ro n  
Z. B c s h o a r . T h e  m o s t  d e ta i le d  a c ­
c o u n t o f  th e  L u d lo w  M a s s a c re  in  
:he  R o c k e fe lle r -o w n e d  c o a l f ie ld s  o f  
C o lo ra d o , ( o r ig in a l ly  $ 3 .5 0 ) $3.00

( )
( p lu s  15 c )

A M E R IC A N  L A B O R  S T R U G G L E S .
B y  S a m u e l Y c llc n .  D o c u m e n te d  a c ­
c o u n ts  o f  im p o r ta n t  s t r ik e s  in  U .S . 
h is to r y .  P a p e r :  $1 .95  ( )

( p lu s  15c m a il in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  G R E A T  T R A D IT IO N  IN  E N G ­
L IS H  L I T E R A T U R E :  F R O M
S H A K E S P E A R E  T O  S H A W . B y  A n - 
n e t te  T . R u b in s te in .  A  M a rx is t  in ­
te r p r e ta t io n  o f  E n g lis h  l i te r a tu r e  
w i th  s e le c tio n s  f ro m  th e  w r i t in g s  o f 
g ro a t  a u th o rs .  94 6  p p . L is t  p r ic e :  
$ 7 .5 0 . S p e c ia l p r ic e  $5 .00  ( )

( p lu s  2 0 c )

C H A U C E R  A N D  H IS  E N G L A N D . B y
G. G . C o u lto n .  A  s o c ia l s tu d y  o f  
th e  m e d ie v a l E n g la n d  w h ic h  fo rm s  
th e  s e t t in g  o f  th e  C a n te rb u ry  T a lc s . 
R e g u la r  p r ic e  $4 .0 0 . S p e c ia l to  M i l ­
i t a n t  re a d e rs  $2 .9 8  ( )

B L A C K  R E C O N S T R U C T IO N  IN  
A M E R IC A .  B y  W . E . B . D u B o is . T h e  
m o n u m e n ta l w o r k  o n  th e  s u b je c t  
f ro m  w h ic h  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t w o rk s  
h a v e  been q u a r r ie d .  746 p p . ( o r i g ­
in a l ly  $ 6 .5 0 )  $3.95 ( )

( p lu s  2 0 c )

N E G R O E S  O N  T H E  M A R C H . A  
F re n c h m a n ’ s R e p o r t  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  
N e g ro  S tru g g le .  B y  D a n ie l G u e r in . 
R e m a rk a b le  s tu d y  b y  a F r e n c h  
M a r x is t .  B e s t w o rk  o n  c o n te m p o ra ry  
f ig h t  o f  N e g ro  p e o p le  fo r  e q u a li ty ,  

c lo th :  $1 .50  ( )

p a p e r :  $1 .00  ( )

T H A D D E U S  S T E V E N S . B y  R a lp h  
K o rn g o ld .  M a g n if ic e n t  b io g r a p h y  o f 
th e  g re a t  f ig u r e  o f  R a d ic a l R e c o n ­
s t r u c t io n .  ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 6 .0 0 )  $2 .00

( )
( p lu s  15c)

G IA N T  IN  C H A IN S  b y  B u rro w s  D u n ­
h a m . A  M a r x is t  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
m e a n in g  a n d  h is to r y  o f  p h ilo s o p h y .  
In  p o p u la r  s ty le ,  n o t  p ro fe s s io n a l 
ja rg o n .  In te n s e ly  in te r e s t in g  a n d  
w i t t y  b o o k . ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 3 .7 5 ) $1.50

( )
( p lu s  15c m a i l in g  c h a rg e )

A  G E N E R A L  H IS T O R Y  O F  S O C IA L ­
IS M  A N D  S O C IA L  S T R U G G L E S . B y  
M . B e e r. F iv e  v o lu m e s  b o u n d  as  tw o  
c o n ta in in g :  S o c ia l S t ru g g le s  in  A n ­
t iq u i t y ;  S o c ia l S t ru g g le s  in  th e  M id ­
d le  A g e s ; S o c ia l S t ru g g le s  a n d  
T h o u g h t ;  S o c ia l S t ru g g le s  a n d  S o ­
c ia l is t  F o re ru n n e rs ;  S o c ia l S tru g g le s  
a n d  M o d e rn  S o c ia lis m . R e g u la r  p r ic e  
$12 .5 0 . S p e c ia l p r ic e  f o r  M i l i t a n t  
re a d e rs  $9.95  ( )

( p lu s  2 5 c )

A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F  F R E E  
T H O U G H T .  B y  J. M . R o b e r ts o n . 
R e g u la r  p r ic e  $5 .0 0 . S p e c ia l f o r  M i l ­
i t a n t  re a d e rs  $2 .8 9  ( )

( p lu s  15c)

R O B E R T  O W E N  O F  N E W  L A N A R K .
B y  M a rg a re t  C o le . T h e  l i fe  a n d  w o rk  
o f  th e  s u c c e s s fu l B r i t is h  in d u s t r ia l ­
is t  w h o  beca m e  a u to p ia n  s o c ia lis t ,  
p u t t in g  h is  id e a s  in to  e f fe c t  f i r s t  in  
h is  fa c to r y  m i l ls  amd m o d e l v i l la g e  
in  S c o t la n d  a n d  la te r  in  th e  fa m o u s  
H a rm o n y  c o lo n y  in  In d ia n a ,  ( o r i g ­
in a l ly  $ 3 .5 0 ) $1 .50  ( )

( p lu s  15c m a i l in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  S O C IA L IS T  P A R T Y  O F  A M E R ­
IC A . B y  D a v id  S h a n n o n . T h e  m o s t 
re c e n t  h is to r y  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  SP 
f ro m  i t s  fo u n d in g  a n d  d a y s  o f  g lo ry  
u n d e r  D e bs  to  i t s  p re s e n t  d e c lin e . 
( O r ig in a l ly  $ 4 .5 0 ) $1 .95  ( )

( p lu s  15c m a il in g  c h a rg e )

T H E  H IS T O R Y  O F  A M E R IC A N  
T R O T S K Y IS M . B y  Ja m e s  P. C a n n o n . 
T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  p re s e n t S o ­
c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y  s in c e  i t s  e x ­
p u ls io n  f ro m  th e  C o m m u n is t  P a r ty  
in  1928 fo r  o p p o s in g  th e  g r o w th  o f 
S ta l in is m .

c lo th :  $2 .75  ( )

p a p e r :  $2 .00  ( )

T H E  S T R U G G L E  F O R  A  P R O L E T ­
A R IA N  P A R T Y  b y  Ja m e s  P. C a n n o n , 

( c lo t h )  $2 .75  ( p lu s  15c) ( )

( p a p e r )  $2 .0 0  ( p lu s  15 c ) ( )

T H E  J E W I S H  Q U E S T IO N  —  A  
M A R X IS T  IN T E R P R E T A T IO N  b v  A
L e o n . E x c e lle n t  h is to r y  a n d  a n a ly s is ,  

( c lo t h )  $1 .5 0  ( p lu s  15 c ) ( )

(p a p e r )  $1 .00  ( p lu s  1 5c ) ( )

E C O N O M IC  IN T E R P R E T A T IO N  O F  
T H E  C O N S T IT U T IO N  O F  T H E  U .S . 
B y  C h a r le s  B e a rd . A  la n d m a rk  in  
th e  w r i t i n g  o f U .S - h is to r y .  $ .69 ( )

( p lu s  15c)

T H E  E C O N O M IC  B A S IS  O F  P O L I ­
T IC S  b y  C h a r le s  B e a rd . (p a p e r )  
$1 .25 ( p lu s  10c) ( )

T H E  S T R A N G E  C A R E E R  O F  J IM  
C R O W  b y  C. V a n n  W o o d w a rd  ( p a ­
p e r )  $1 .50  ( p lu s  10 c ) ( )

A U T O M A T IO N  A N D  S O C IA L  P R O G ­
R E SS b y  S. L i l le y .  ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 3 .7 5 ) 
$3.25  ( p lu s  15c) ( )

R U S S IA  20  Y E A R S  A F T E R  b y  V ic -  
t o r  S e rge . A  v e te ra n  o f  th e  O c to b e r  
R e v o lu t io n  a n d  S ta l in 's  p r is o n s  
d ra w s  th e  b a la n c e  shee t o f a r e v o lu ­
t io n  b e tra y e d ,  ( c lo t h )  $3 .50  ( )

T H E  L O N G  D U S K  b y  V ic to r  Serge . 
A  n o v e l.  A n t i - f a s c is t  a n d  a n t i- S ta l in -  
is t  re fu g e e s  c a u g h t  in  F ra n c e  b y  
N a z i in v a s io n .  T h e  b e g in n in g s  o f  r e ­
s is ta n c e  m o v e m e n t .  ( O r ig in a l ly  
$ 2 .7 5 ) $1 .0 0  ( p lu s  15c) ( )

T H E  C O M IN G  O F  T H E  F R E N C H  
R E V O L U T IO N .  B y  G e o rg e s  L c te b v re  
( p a p e r )  $.95 ( p lu s  10c) ( )

H U N G A R IA N  T R A G E D Y  b y  P e te r  
F ry e r .  T h e  a u th o r  w a s  H u n g a r ia n  
c o r re s p o n d e n t f o r  th e  L o n d o n  D a ily  
W o r k e r .  H e re  is  th e  e y e w itn e s s  s to ry  
o f  th e  u p r is in g  h is  p a p e r  w o u ld n 't  
p r in t ,  ( p a p e r )  $1 .0 0  ( p lu s  10c) ( )

T H E  H A W K  A N D  T H E  S U N  b y  
B y ro n  R ecce. A  n o v e l b y  a S o u th ­
e rn e r  a b o u t  a ly n c h in g  in  a s m a ll 
to w n . ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 3 .0 0 ) $1 .00  ( )

( p lu s  15c)

C A S E  O F  T H E  L E G L E S S  V E T E R A N
b y  Ja m e s  K u tc h e r .  T h e  c e le b ra te d  
w i tc h - h u n t  v ic t im  te l ls  h is  s to ry ,  
( p a p e r )  $ .50  ( )

( p lu s  15c)

T H E O D O R E  W E L D ,  C ru s a d e r  fo r  
F re e d o m . B y  B c n j.  P. T h o m a s . B io ^  
g ra p h y  o f  im p o r ta n t  b u t  l i t t l e  k n o w n  
A b o l i t io n is t  le a d e r. ( O r ig in a l ly  $ 4 .2 5 ) 
$ 1.00 (  ) 

( p lu s  15c)

T E N D E R  W A R R IO R S . T h e  s to r y  o f 
th e  h e ro ic  N e g ro  c h i ld r e n  o f  L i t t le  
R o c k  w h o  b re a c h e d  s c h o o l s e g re g a ­
t io n .  T o ld  in  p h o to g ra p h s ,  (p a p e r )  
$ .99  < )

( p lu s  15c)

M 1 L L T O W N . T h e  s t o r y  o f  one  o f  
A m e r ic a ’ s g re a te s t  la b o r  s t ru g g le s —  
th e  IW W - lc d  te x t i le  s t r ik e  in  L a w ­
re n ce  in  19 12— to ld  in  p h o to g ra p h s ,  
( p a p e r )  $ .29  ( )

( p lu s  15c)

B O O K S  B Y  L E O N  T R O T S K Y

T R O T S K Y ’S D IA R Y  IN  E X IL E :  
1935. J u s t  p u b lis h e d .  $4 .00  ( )

H IS T O R Y  O F  T H E  R U S S IA N  R E V ­
O L U T IO N .  T h e  th re e  v o lu m e s  in  
one . $10 .00  ( )

L IT E R A T U R E  A N D  R E V O L U T IO N .
S p e c ia l p r ic e .  $ l . ‘>8 ( )

T H E  F IR S T  F IV E  Y E A R S  O F  T H E  
C O M M U N IS T  IN T E R N A T IO N A L .

c lo th :  V o l.  I $ i .50  ( )
c lo th :  V o l 2 $3 .50  ( )

b o th  $6 00  ( )
(p a p e r )  V o l.  2 $3.00  ( )

S T A L IN — A n  A p p ra is a l o f  th e  M an 
a n d  1 l is  In flu e n c e .

c lo th :  $3 .50  ( )
p a p e r :  $1 .95  ( )

T H E  T H IR D  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  A F ­
T E R  L E N IN .

c lo th :  $4 ,00  ( )
p a p e r :  $2 .50  ( )

T H E  R E V O L U T IO N  B E T R A Y E D , 
c lo th :  $3 .00  ( )
p a p e r :  $2 00 ( )

T H E  P E R M A N E N T  R E V O L U T IO N .
c lo th :  $ 3 5 0  ( )

S T A L IN ’S F R A M E - U P  S Y S T E M  
A N D  T H E  M O S C O W  T R IA L S ,  

p a p e r  $1 .00  ( )

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place New York. 3, N. Y.
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Interview with Conrad Lynn
By H arry Ring

NEW YO R K, Dec. 22—Conrad 
Lynn  is a slim , yo u th fu l look­
ing man whose v igo r of speech 
and movement belies a busy 
25-year legal career. As I ta lk ­
ed w ith  h im  this afternoon at 
his office on low er Broadway it 
was read ily  apparent tha t he's 
a man who relishes a good 
figh t fo r a just cause. As we 
discussed the case of Hanover 
Thompson and "F uzzy" S im p­
son w hich he's handling as gen­
era l counsel to the Committee 
to Combat Racial In jus tice  it  
was equally clear that he th inks 
and acts as a fu ll- t im e  partic ipan t 
in the figh t fo r equal rights 
and not jus t as a legal counsel 
to it.

Between incom ing phone calls, 
he described his recent week in 
Monroe where he began the 
legal moves to lic e  the tw o 
youngsters who are in a re fo rm ­
atory because one o f them was 
kissed by a l it t le  w h ite  g irl. The 
phone calls indicated something 
o f the nature of his practice. 
One call, he explained, was 
from  a young man whose land­
lord  has been try in g  to evict 
him  because he’s the chairman 
of a tenants com m ittee in the 
bu ild ing . ‘ ‘We slapped a $50,-
000 damage- su it on h im  fo r 
harassment,”  Lynn  said, “ and the 
judge jus t th rew  out a defense 
motion to dismiss the case.”

A nother call was from  a client 
back from  a tr ip  to Israel. She 
called to te l] Lynn  about the 
com m ittee tha t had been set up 
in H aifa to help save J im m y 
Wilson fo r whom  Lynn  served 
as co-attorney.
LE G A L  ABUSES

E xp la in ing  the legal aspects 
o f the fight, he said the case of 
young Thompson and Simpson is 
overloaded w ith  C onstitu tiona l 
abuses. The boys were held in ­
communicado fo r six days. 
T he ir parents cou ldn 't get to 
see them, le t alone getting a 
law yer to sec them. They were 
denied bail. Then they were 
given w ha t Lynn  calls a “ sep­
arate but equal”  hearing. F irs l 
the judge heard the w h ite  w it ­
nesses. Then he called them and 
the ir parents w ith o u t a law yer 
The kids were scared, of course, 
and th e ir m others d idn ’t know 
w hat to say since they hadn’t 
been able to find out w ha t hap­
pened.

“ I t  was the firs t tim e I ’ve 
ever seen anyth ing  like  i t , ”  said 
Lynn, “ but I w ou ldn 't be su r­
prised if  i t ’s been done before. 
When I ta lked to the judge 
about it  he d id n ’t seem to th in k  
it was unusual. C hildren are 
denied m any C onstitu tiona l safe­
guards afforded adults. This is 
true in a ll the states. You can 
imagine how much more so in 
the South. In  these delinquency 
hearings, hearsay evidence is 
perm issible. They can be tried  
w ithou t counsel. This is based 
on the legal fic tion tha t a de­
linquency find ing isn ’t a c rim ­
inal conviction.

“ In one technical sense it 
isn't. Here in New Y o rk  where 
the Baumes law  provides a life  
term  fo r fou rth  offenders, de­
linquency doesn’t count as a 
fou rth  offense. B u t I ’ve even 
seen such convictions read into 
th.e record against tra ffic  o f­
fenders. It's  a legal fiction that 
should be exposed. A  ch ild  
judged a de linquent does have 
it against his record throughout 
his adu lt life .’’

“ I understand you got to v is it 
the tw o boys at the re fo rm a­
to ry ,“ 1 asked. “ How arc they 
doing?”

"W hen I  saw those tw o kids,
1 realized w hat i t  means to be

Conrad L yn n  (r ig h t foreground); his w ife, Yolanda ( le fi) ; 
son, A lexander; and daughter, Suzan. P ictu re  taken at 1957 
P rayer P ilgrim age to W ashington. L inco ln  M em oria l is in  
background.

a Negro in  N orth  Carolina. They 
don't have any state orphanages 
down there fo r Negro ch ildren 
so they pu l orphans in to  the 
Negro re fo rm ato ry  along w ith  
16 and 18 year old boys con­
victed of serious crim ina l o f­
fenses. Fuzzy and Hanover 
were the tw o smallest ones 
there and Fuzzy in  pa rticu la r 
was rea lly  te rrified .

“ How are they treated? W ell, 
I te ll you this. I t  was cold 
when we were down there, w ith  
a heavy snow. B u t that k id  
d id n 't even have a pa ir of un­
derwear on. Vhey gave him  
some old dungarees, a sweat 
sh irt and a tattered jacke t.”

D id  he feel tha t the perse­
cution of these youngsters is 
d irec tly  related to the general 
in tim ida tion  down there?

“ I t  ce rta in ly  is. This is a case 
of d irect re ta lia tion  against the 
Negro com m unity  and they 
don’t even pretend d iffe ren tly . 
When I w ent in to  court there 
to try  to get a reduction of 
sentence. Judge Price to ld  me 
‘We had peaceful re lations w ith  
our colored fo lk ^ u n t i l  tha t man 
Robert W illiam s came to M on­
roe.’ ”

W ith  o b v i o u s  adm iration, 
Lynn  described w hy the M on­
roe racists had good reason to 
hate Robert W illiam s and w hy 
thev have threatened his life .

When W illiam s came back home 
to Monroe a few years ago 
a fte r a h itch  in the arm y and 
jobs in D etro it and New Jersey 
auto plants he became president 
o f the v ir tu a lly  defunct Union 
C ounty N AAC P and began to 
bu ild  it up by courageous fights 
on local issues.

F irs t he won the rig h t fo r 
Negroes to use the "w h ite -o n ly "  
lib ra ry  after the one fo r Negroes 
had burned down. Then a fte r a 
nine-year-o ld Negro boy d row n ­
ed in  the local creek he led a 
group of Negro youth down to 
the m un ic ipa l pool and demand­
ed the rig h t to use i t  too.

A lte r  the K K K  burned ;i cross 
near the home of Dr. A. E. 
Perry, vice president of the 
Union C ounty N AAC P and W il­
liam s’ close collaborator, they 
organized the Negro com m unity  
fo r defense against possible 
K K K  violence and turned back 
the K K K  motorcade assault 
that fo llow ed sho rtly  a fte r the 
cross burn ing.

“ T ha t’s w hy they ’re • going 
a fte r Dr. Perry too,”  Lynn  said. 
“ When he was firs t convicted on 
that fram e-up charge o f com­
m ittin g  an abortion on a w h ite  
woman the State Supreme C ourt 
had to th row  the conviction out 
because it was based on such 
grossly defective evidence. The 
only evidence was the unsub-

I stantiated word of th is  woman. 
I A fte r the Supreme C ourt rc - 
I versed the conviction, they 
m ver w ould have brought h im  
in to  court again if  it wasn’t fo r 

| the part he played in the sw im - 
'n iin g  pool figh t.”
S O L ID A R IT Y  IN  MONROE 

Despite the in tim id a tio n  the 
Negro com m unity  is standing 
firm , Lynn said. “ W hat im pres­
sed me most as I w alked through 
that tow n,”  he said, “ is the way 
the people there are supporting 
W illiam s in this fight. I t ’s amaz­
ing the exten t to w hich they 
have the feeling ‘We’re a ll to ­
gether.’ Tha t’s the rea lly  healthy 
th ing  about the town. They have 
a new stature as hum an beings.”  

E xp la in ing  tha t the parents 
of the tw o boys had retained 
h im  as counsel on advice of 
W illiam s and Dr. Perry, Lynn  
said the Com m ittee to Combat 
Racial In jus tice  is also ra lly in g  
support fo r Dr. P e rry  and fo r 
Mrs. M ary Reid who is pressing 
charges against a w h ite  man 
tha t heat and attem pted to rape 
her.

“ In m aking  th is figh t.”  he 
said, “ we fee] we’re supplem ent­
ing the w ork  o f the NAACP. 
We hope the N AAC P w il l  de­
cide to help on th is  case. We’ll 
ce rta in ly  welcome a ll the help 
and support they can give in  
th is figh t.”

The union movement should 
also add its support. " I  th in k  
labor has a m ajor responsib ility  
in  a case lik e  this. The South 
is the seed bed of Am erican 
fascism. The big danger of 
'r ig h l- to -w o rk ' laws comes from  
the Southern po litic ians. The 
most reactionary an ti-labor leg­
is lation usually orig inates w ith  
lhe Southern heads of Congres­
sional committees.

How Lynn Entered 
Civil Rights Field
Conrad Lynn , who is a t­

torney fo r the Rockland 
County, N . Y . ,  N A A C P ,  
firs t came in to  nationa l 
prom inence in  the c iv il righ ts 
fie ld d u ring  W orld  W ar I I  
when he acted as a ttorney 
fo r his b ro ther W in fred . The 
la tte r had in form ed offic ia ls 
of the then segregated arm y 
tha t he w ou ld  accept induc­
tion  on ly fo r service in  an 
in tegrated u n it. W i n f r e d  
L yn n  was im prisoned. Then 
he accepted induction  in o r­
der to test the issue in  the 
courts. H is case was ap­
pealed tw ice  to the Supreme 
C ourt by the noted c iv il l ib ­
erties a ttorney A rth u r  G ar­
fie ld Hayes. Each tim e the 
high court refused to  review  
it.

“ The South itse lf is a m a jo r 
problem  fo r the unions,”  he con­
tinued. “ You have a test tube 
example in Monroe. We picked 
up some Chamber o f Commerce 
lite ra tu re  down there and they 
openly boast tha t there aren’t 
any unions in  U nion County, 
tha t labor is ‘cooperative’—and 
cheap.”

The prospects fo r Hanover 
Thompson and “ Fuzzy”  S im p­
son are excellent, L yn n  con­
cluded, “ provided enough peo­
ple, na tiona lly  and in te rn a tio n ­
a lly , make th e ir feelings know n. 
The legal m achinery is a va il­
able to us. B u t i t  w i l l  mean 
something on ly i f  we bu ild  a 
strong protest movem ent.”

...Monroe Case

. . .  Int’ l-Harvester Strike

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YORK
C o m r a d  eship, co n v iv ia lity  

dancing, refreshments, m idnight 
buffe t and loads of favors w ill 
ail be featured at our NEW 
YEAR'S EVE PAR TY at 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place. (O ff Union 
Square.) Contrib. $1.00. M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.

Debate! Fri., Jan. 9 — 8:30 
I’ M. “ Revolutionary socialists 
ami election campaigns: Should 
they participate? If so, to what 
extent?”  Betty Lux and Bert 
Deck. 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
near Union Square. Ausp.: M ili ­
tan t Labor Forum. C ontribu tion  
50 cents.

•
TWIN CITIES

Have lhe  tim e of vou r life  
at our NEW Y E A R ’S EVE 
PAR TY. Wed., Dee. 31, at the 
Socialist W orkers Party. 322 
Hennepin A re , 9 P.M. t i l l  ??? 
Donation: $1.50.

(Cont inued f ro m  Page I )  
something like  $2>z m illio n  in 
ho liday pay.

The demands of the union are 
modest enough. As s tr ike  b u l­
le tin  No. 1 stated, "the  de­
mands were not earth-shaking." 
But company demands on the 
union are in  the earth-shaking 
class. In te rna tiona l - Harvester 
w orkers are aware tha t the 
company is out to take away 
gains they won 20 years ago in 
pa in fu l struggles. And they are 
determ ined not to surrender 
them.

I t  is the realization that the 
company threatens to reduce 
the ir income and w ork ing  con­
d itions tha t accounts fo r the 
sustained m ilita n cy  the s tr ik in g  
w orkers have displayed in the 
face o f tough odds —  such as 
p icketing in sub-zero weather 
and the company’s barrage of 
anti-un ion propaganda. 
R E M A IN IN G  12 POINTS 
ARE L E T H A L

This m ilita n cy  has forced the 
company to drop 60 o f the ap­
p roxim ate ly  72 demands they

A d v e r t is e m e n t

made on the union at the be­
ginn ing of the si l ike. I t  has 
put a solid floor tinder the 
union negotiating committee.

B ut the rem ain ing  12 de­
mands on w h ich  the company 
stands firm  contain real un ion­
c ripp ling  provisions. And de­
spite a ll the company’s slick 
words about how much they 
have already “ conceded" and 
how innocuous th e ir rem ain ing 
demands are, the strikers  have 
not been fooled.

They know  that the company 
is w aging a “ take-away”  o f­
fensive, tha t i t  is try in g  to cut 
down the old contract. The 
company's p r o p o s a l s  would 
make chiseling on piece-rate 
easier. They contain innocently- 
phrased clauses that in rea lity  
w ould lead to w age-cutting in 
many classifications.

The w orkers arc determ ined 
to force the company to bar­
gain on the basis of the pro­
visions of the old contract. A n y ­
th ing  less would- be a defeat 
they arc determ ined not to sus­
tain.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

The South’s 
Dilemma

Education is more im portan t than segregation, say 
increasing numbers of w h ite  parents and students in 
the South. As doubts begin to assail racists over the 
Lactic of “ massive resistance,”  a favorable tu rn  is regis­
tered in the struggle fo r  in tegra tion  in the schools. But 
the bigots arc not w illin g  to give up yet. They intend 
to defy the Supreme Court as long as they can gel 
away w ith  it. W hat can he done to speed final v ic tory?

This tim e ly  study offers the latest facts necessary 
fo r a rea lis tic  answer. In  the w in te r issue of In te rna ­
tiona l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3. N.Y.

(Cont inued f rom  Page I )
was firs t b rought in to Record­
e r’s C ourt on Nov. 10 the judge 
set low  ba il and put o ff fix ing  
charges t i l l  Dec. 19, observing 
tha t by then Mrs. Reid w ould 
have 11qd her baby. He also 
opined th a t there was not 
enough evidence fo r a find ing 
o f probable cause —  basis o f 
ind ic tm ent —  fo r a charge of 
attempted rape. “ He was just 
d runk and out to have a good 
tim e,”  was the w ay the judge 
pu t it.

Basing itse lf on age-old ex­
perience, local opin ion held tha t 
M ed lin  w ould be tr ied  on a 
much lesser charge! o r tha t the 
case w ould be dropped a lto- 
gi ther — w ith  the odds favor - 

I ing the la tte r outcome. Pres­
sure was brought to bear on 
Mrs. Reid w ith  the obvious in ­
ten t o f in tim id a tin g  her from  
tes tify ing  at the Dec. 19 hear­
ing.

Union C ounty N A A C P  lead­
ers, who had jo ined w ith  others 
in fo rm ing  the Committee to 
Combat Racial In justice , con­
sidered it essential th a t Mrs. 
Reid have counsel w ith  her at 
the hearing. This was necessary 
to placate her fears that she end 
up as defendant or be otherw ise 
v ictim ized — som ething no t at 
a ll far-fetched where a Negro 
is the com pla inant against a 
w h ite  — and to prevent, i f  pos­
sible, a complete dismissal of 
'be case. Conrad Lynn  was un­
able to re tu rn  to  Monroe fo r 
this hearing and the comm ittee 
succeeded in re ta in ing  local 
counsel.

Upon lhe opening of lhe hear­
ing Mrs. Reid's law ye r moved 
lh a l previous testim ony be re ­
heard and lh a i D r. A . E. Perry 
be called. Mrs. Reid described 
again how M ed lin  had come in ­
to her house, grabbed her, 
chased her when she broke 
away, s tr ik in g  her on the back, 
beating her in the face and 
knocking her to the ground. 
Dr. P erry testified that when 
she was brought to  h im  fo r 
medical treatm ent she was s til l 
bleeding. Upon com pletion of 
the testim ony the judge ruled 
that there was "probable  cause'' 
fo r the charge and ordered the

case sent to Superior Court.
In  add ition  to the legal aid 

supplied Mrs. Reid, there are 
ind ications tha t another factor 
in fluenced the judge against 
dism issing the case. A fte r  the 
hearing, the judge complained 
th a t “ a Jot of m is in fo rm a tion ”  
about th is  case had been pub ­
lished and th a t m is in fo rm ed 
people had been w r it in g  le tters 
of protest to Gov. Hodges. I t  is 
an open secret th a t a represen­
ta tive  of Gov. Hodges v is ited 
Monroe recently and had con­
ferences w ith  the local officials.

The Com m ittee to Combat 
Racial In jus tice  is urg ing  le tters 
o f protest and is c ircu la ting  and 
sending to Gov. Hodges pe ti­
tions fo r the im m ediate release 
of the ch ildren.

As yet, however, the case is 
not know n to the general pub­
lic. P rac tica lly  no th ing on i t  
has been carried b y  the press 
associations. O n ly  the N .Y. Post 
(before the cu rren t s trike ), the 
National Guardian, the M ilita n t 
and some o f the Negro papers 
have given detailed accounts o f 
the Monroe situation. 
P U B L IC IT Y  ABR O AD  

Paradoxica lly, newspaper read­
ers in  fore ign countries are on 
the average bette r in fo rm ed on 
the case than Americans. For 
example the Dec. 18 London 
News Chronicle carried photos 
and a b ig  front-page story by 
a correspondent i t  had sent to 
Monroe. The lead ed ito ria l o f 
the same issue denounced the 
trea tm ent of the tw o  Negro 
ch ildren.

One o f B r ita in ’s outstanding 
clergymen, L. J. Collins, Canon 
of St. P au l’s Cathedral in L o n ­
don, has cabled a protest to 
Gov. Hodges and the U.S. A m ­
bassador. In  France, the Com­
m ittee Aga inst Racism and A n ti-  
Semitism, headed by Jean Paul 
Sartre, has s im ila r ly  protested.

A ll  those desiring lo  help the 
Negro people of Monroe in  Ihe ir 
struggles — lhe "K iss ing  Case," 
the fram e-up of N AAC P V ice- 
President Perry, evictions, and 
o lher economic pressure— should 
send contribu tions to Com m ittee 
lo  Combat Racial In justice , 
Suite 1117, 141 Broadway, N .Y. 
6, N.Y.
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