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The aim  of the M ilita n t from  its  firs t 
issue, Nov. 15, 1928, has been to help bu ild  
a pa rty  in Am erica capable of organizing 
the w ork ing  class fo r w inn ing  state power. 
O ur goal is a Socialist Am erica.

Throughout the years, we have voiced 
the conviction that the w orkers ’ struggle 
fo r power in  Am erica is not a perspective 
o f a hazy and d is tant fu tu re  but a realis­
tic  program  of our epoch.

The M ilita n t d id  not pu t th is  convic­
tion  fo rw ard  as dogma, bu t as a conclu­
sion lodged in  the analysis of Am erican 
and w orld  capita lism  at the tim e of the 
M il i ta n t ’s founding. A nd  we drew  this 
conclusion anew from  the analysis of the 
subsequent course of the class struggle 
here and in te rna tion a lly .

F a te fu l Controversy
The M ilita n t orig inated in  the contro­

versy inside the in te rna tiona l Communist 
movement over the h is to ric  significance of 
the Russian Reolution and the perspec­
tives of the Soviet State. This dispute, had 
w orld -w ide  im plications. I t  concerned the 
fate of the struggle fo r socialism in  the 
USSR and everywhere else throughout the 
w orld .

The M ilita n t defended the T ro tsky is t
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THE MILITANT
In  celebration of its 30th Anniversary

position, w h ich  based itse lf on the outlook 
of the Com m unist In te rna tion a l in  the 
days when Len in  and T ro tsky  stood at its 
head. To Len in  and to revo lu tiona ry  so­
cialists everywhere, the significance of the 
Russian Revolution was tha t i t  began a 
w orld  struggle fo r socialism. No country, 
they held, could bu ild  a harmonious so­
c ie ty — socialism — by its own forces, 
least of a ll econom ically backward Russia.

Speeds V ic to ry
W hat they did believe was tha t the 

insp ira tion  of the Russian Revolution, the 
confirm ation the revo lu tion  provided of 
the correctness of the M arx is t program, 
the weakening of w o rld  capita lism  it  
b rought about, and the m ateria l aid tha t a 
w orke rs ’ state could extend to w ork ing  
people in  other countries — all these 
w ould  enormously speed the revo lu tion ­
ary process in  the rest of the w orld .

Then, on the basis of w orke rs ’ states 
in  the in d u s tr ia lly  advanced countries 
co llaborating w ith  the econom ically re­
tarded areas of the w orld , a w o rld  order 
of p len ty , peace and freedom could and 
w ould  be constructed.

Thus the aim of the Com m unist In te r­
nationa l in  L e n in ’s tim e was to extend the 
in it ia l working-class v ic to ry  to a ll other 
countries of the w orld . The centra l task 
of revo lu tiona ry  socialists in  each coun­
try  — Am erica included — was to pro­
mote the struggle fo r socialism in  th e ir 
own country. That meant, in the firs t 
place, to help develop the po litica l s trug ­
gles of the w o rk ing  people against a ll cap­
ita lis t parties and against the capita lis t 
state.

B a ttle  f o r  P rogram
This has been the program of the 

M ilita n t fo r Am erica du ring  the past 30 
years. We counterposed it  to the program 
of the Am erican labor bureaucrats who 
seek to tie  the labor movement to the 
continued ru le  of B ig  Business. In  the 
name of th is program, we fought the 
“ State D epartm ent socialists”  — the so­
cia l-dem ocratic d rum m er boys fo r W all 
S tree t’s crusade against the Soviet Union 
and the revo lu tiona ry  socialist movement 
a ll over the w orld .

And we also combatted the Commu­
nist P a rty ’s policies of “ coa lition ”  — that 
is, of class collaboration — as exem pli­
fied in its support of the Democratic 
Party .

The Am erican CP's course orig inated 
in the S ta lin is t perversion of the outlook 
and program of the in te rna tiona l Commu­
nist movement. When S ta lin ism  over­
th rew  Lenin ism , the goals of the move­
m ent were changed. The aim of the 
Am erican and a ll o ther Com m unist par­
ties became exclus ive ly  tha t of a id ing in 
b u ild ing  “ socialism”  in  Russia. The strug ­
gle fo r socialism was sacrificed in every 
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Bigger W ar Budget 
Planned in Congress
Labor Party 
Projected 
In Quebec

With only three out of over 
400 delegates voting against, the 
Quebec Federation of Labor at 
its annual convention voted, 
Nov. 20, to take steps leading to 
the formation of a labor party 
in the province of Quebec.

The convention, representing 
175,000 members, ordered the 
Federation’s executive and p o li­
tica l education committees to 
study and report on the resolu­
tion adopted by the Canadian 
Federation of Labor at W in n i­
peg last A p ril. This resolution 
declared tha t the im perative 
need in Canada was the fo rm a­
tion of an effective po litica l 
force based on the needs of the 
farm ers and w orkers and con­
tro lled  and financed by the ir 
organizations. The C FL resolu­
tion instructed the executive 
com m ittee to begin the pre­
lim in a ry  w o rk  fo r the fo rm a­
tion o f w ha t in  effect w ould  be 
a labor party.
'URGENT NEED'

According to the Nov. 22 
Toronto Globe and M ail, the 
Q FL resoluton declared tha t the 
creation of a people’s pa rty  in  
Quebec “ constitutes a rea lly  
urgent need fo r the great m a­
jo r ity  of the citizens and pa r­
tic u la r ly  of the labor class of 
w hich the economic earnings 
and the r ig h t ol association are 
ever threatened by unrea listic 
p rov inc ia l action.”

The resolution fu r th e r stated, 
“ I t  is im perative to in itia te  in 
the Province of Quebec a 
movement w ith  a program, 
[w h ich ] a lthough in accord 
w ith  the one to be adopted by 
the national organization on 
matters w ith in  federal ju r is d ic ­
tion w ould  take in to  account 
problems w hich are of p a rticu ­
la r im portance to the people of 
our province on matters such 
as fiscal policy, education and 
others.”

Delegates at the convention 
b itte r ly  assailed the provinc ia l 
adm in istra tion  o f P rem ier Du- 
plessis. Delegate Roger Bedard 
of the U nited Steel W orkers of 
Am erica charged tha t the r ig h t 
of association was not respected 
in Quebec. He pointed to cases 
of police intimidation of union­
ists, such as the truckers' strike 
at Seven Rivers where 40 po­
licemen were sent to ride herd 
on 25 strikers.

The Steel W orkers' delegate 
said tha t po litica l action by 
labor in Quebec was not only 
the logical outcome o f labor’s 
economic action bu t tha t i t  was 
now the very  condition fo r o r­
ganized labor to survive.

Southern B om bing

Two dynamite explosions wrecked this Junior High 
School in Osage, West Virginia, last month. Although this 
school was integrated five years ago, its bombing forms a 
pattern with the dynamiting of more recently desegregated 
schools by racists in the South.

N .Y ., N.J. Farm Operators 
Abusing W. Indian Laborers

The W orkers Defense League has made pub lic  the 
shocking story of the exp lo ita tion  of w orkers from  the 
West Indies by big fa rm  operators in the New York-N ew
Jersey area. Vera Ronv. E xec-f----------------------------------------------------

less w orkers can best be seen 
in the housing picture. Describ­
ing the s ituation at Tice Farms 
in W oodcliff Lake, New Jersey, 
the W D L news release says. 
“ . . . the p ic tu re  o f desolation 
begins w ith  the setting of the 
camp. The cottages are sur­
rounded by garbage dumps of 
a ll kinds, inc lud ing  piles of in ­
flam m able ju n k , w hich consti­
tutes a serious fire hazard. 
There is no runn ing  w ater in 
any o f the liv in g  quarters — 
priv ies  and w a te r fac ilities  are 
located several hundred feet 
away from  the cottages. The 
on ly fac ilities  in the kitchen 
are tw o old kerosene stoves —  
no w ater, no utensils, no decent 
tables or chairs. A t the end of 
October tw o kitchen w indow s 
were missing, leaving the room 
freezing cold.

"No heat of any kind was 
supplied in the cottages, and 
the men told us that they had 
turned on the light bulb over­
head at night for heat. In one 
cottage 14 men slept in a room 
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utive Secretary of the W D L, on 
Nov. 17 issued a news release 
exposing the methods by which 
corporation farm  interests u t i l ­
ize the peculiar im m igration 
status o f the West Indians to 
h ire  them fo r sub-standard 
wages and w o rk ing  conditions.

In her news release Vera 
Rony w rites, “ This is how  the 
job is done in Bergen-Roekland 
County where Ed M itche ll, an 
organizer fo r the N ational A g ­
r ic u ltu ra l W orkers Union, ac­
companied me on a field inves­
tiga tion : Throughout th is area 
the preva iling  agricu ltu ra l wage 
is now 80c an hour, because 
growers have been able to force 
this wage on the B ritish  West 
Indians. Labor officia ls report 
tha t before th is foreign in flu x  
became a significant factor, the 
p reva iling  rate ranged from  80c 
to $1.25 and many Puerto Rican 
workers q u it th e ir fa rm  jobs 
when the wages were pushed 
down to the cu rren t level.”  
HOUSING

Vera Rony says the a rr iva l of 
these undefended and standard-

Divided on Other Issues, 
Democrats Unite Against 
‘Pinchpenny’ Armament

W ith  no deal as yet w orked out among themselves on 
such issues as c iv il rights, social w e lfare  and union-contro l 
legislation, the disparate elements of the Dem ocratic Party  
have united in denouncing Eisenhower's fo rthcom ing arms 
budget as so sk im py tha t i t  endangers the U.S. Iro n ica lly  
enough, E isenhower’s statements on the

propose

One-Third Still 
Ill-Housed, 

Ill-Clad,Ill-Fed
By Gordon Bailey

As a result of the post-war 
boom there has been much 
Chamber of Commerce oratory 
to the effect that poverty has 
been practically wiped out in 
America and that the "one third 
of the nation . . . ill-housed, 
ill-clad, ill-nourished" of the 
1930's are now enjoying ade­
quate living standards.

In  an a rtic le  in the Nov. 17 
New Republic, Helen I l i l l  M i l ­
le r punctures th is  m yth. Some 
of the under-priv ileged w orkers 
of the th irtie s  have moved up, 
she w rites, but other segments 
of the population are tak ing  
th e ir place at the bottom of the 
economic pyram id ; and the ir 
chance of m oving up is less 
today than i t  was 20 years ago. 
IN F LA T IO N

Apologists fo r capita lism  point 
to ris ing  incomes as p roof of 
greater prosperity fo r a ll. They 
boast th a t whereas 30 m illio n  
fam ilies earned less than $2,000 
a year in 1936, on ly 7.3 m illio n  
fam ilies received less than this 
today. B u t 20 years o f in fla tion 
cancels ou t the im proved liv in g  
standard these statistics m ight 
suggest. The price level has 
risen from  200% to 300% in 
the last tw o  decades. A  fa m ily  
w ith  $500 income in 1936 could 
buy as much as a fa m ily  w ith  
$2,000 today.

We can get a clearer p icture 
of present liv in g  standards by 
t a k i n g  U.S. D epartm ent of 
H ealth statistics. According to 
tha t agency, the m in im um  in ­
come needed to m ainta in  a 
single adu lt in  health and de­
cency is $42 a week, o r $2,184 
a year. The seven m illio n  fam ily  
units receiving less than this 
m in im um  include not only 
single persons b u t fam ilies 
w ith  two, three or more people.

In  1956, the Heller Commit­
tee for Research in Social Eco­
nomics at the University of 
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1959-60 budget
no cut in m ilita ry  

spending but m erely a hope to 
keep it from  ris ing much above 
th is year’s astronom ical $40.1 
b illion .

But Democratic politic ians 
are m aking the most of 
this one issue on w hich they 
can read ily  find agreement. 
Key Democrat, G. H. Mahon 
(Tex.), chairman of the House 
A ppropria tions subcomm ittee on 
the defense budget, declared it 
must rise to a “ m in im um ”  of 
$42 b illio n  because of the “ very 
great”  danger of war. Typ ica l 
of the libe ra l Democrats’ prop­
aganda is the cartoon series be­
ing done by H erblock (Wash­
ington Post, N Y. Post, etc.) de­
p ic ting  the E isenhower adm in­
is tra tion  as p inchpenny and 
cheeseparing on v ita l defense 
needs. The labor bureaucracy 
is in on the campaign. The leg­
islative program issued by fhe 
A FL - CIO Executive Council 
cries in pretended a l a r m :  
"America's security is too im ­
portant a m attpr to be determ­
ined solely by bookkeepers. It  
can never be a question of how 
much defense can we afford but 
can we afford to have anything 
less than an adequate defense."

To po rtray  Eisenhower, the 
greatest m ilita ry  spender in 
h istory, s ta rv ing  the armed 
forces, the Democrats (assisted 
by the never-satisfied brass hats 
and m unitions makers and the ir 
influence on the press) are m ak­
ing a great ou tcry over a com­
ing reduction of m ilita ry  per­
sonnel by 70,000.

Lyndon Johnson of Texas, 
boss of the Senate, appears un ­
ru ffled  by the “ libe ra l sweep”  
in the recent elections. H is as­
surances that th is 86th Con­
gress w il l  be “ p rudent”  betok­
en i l l  fo r social w elfare  and 
unemployment legislation. His 
immediate, and probably th o rn ­
iest, problem  is to get the 
N orthern libera ls to compromise 
the ir fight to abolish the fili­
buster in to  a mere m itiga tion  
of Rule 22. If is ominous that, 
like Johnson's own "program," 
the AFL-CIO 's 10-point program 
includes nothing on civil rights. 
Also noteworthy is the fulsome 
praise recently given Johnson 
by Sen. Proxmire (Wis.), alleg­
edly one of the "best" Demo­
cratic liberals.

W hat Is Behind the New Berlin Crisis
By Harry Ring

Discussing the current East- 
West Berlin crisis, a Nov. 23 
New York Times editorial de­
clared: "In 1945, two out of five 
of the city's (Berlin's) dwellings 
were uninhabitable because of 
the vengeance that Adolph H it­
ler had brought down on the 
doomed capital."

The statement is a fa ls ifica­
tion  o f h istory, one tha t p ro ­
vides a clue as to w hy the 
Am erican governm ent is ready 
to risk  w ar to keep Germany 
d ivided and occupied. The mas­
sive A llied  bombings of B e rlin  
and other German cities at the 
end of W orld W ar I I  were no 
more m otivated ’ by a desire 
fo r "vengeance”  on H it le r  than 
is the present stand in B e rlin  
by a desire to preserve “ the 
instinct tow ard freedom ”  which 
the Times declares West B e rlin  
now represents.
KEY TO SOCIALISM

P rio r to H it le r ’s rise to power, 
Germany was in te rna tiona lly  
regarded by capita lists and 
socialists a like  as the key to 
the fu tu re  of European social­
ism. I t  possessed the most de­
veloped indus tria l machine in 
a ll Europe, and its  w o rk ing

class was the best organized 
and most p o lit ica lly  advanced.

When H it le r ’s power began 
to crum ble tow ard the end of 
W orld  W ar II ,  the Western 
cap ita lis t powers feared that his 
dow n fa ll w ould be the signal 
fo r a revo lu tiona ry  upris ing of 
the German workers. This fear 
m o t i v a t e d  U .S .-B ritish  high 
command’s decision fo r sa tu r­
ation bombings of w o rk ing - 
class d is tric ts  in B e rlin  and 
other key cities. An eyewitness 
account by a Swiss journalist 
of such a bombing of Hamburg 
in 1945 provides a detailed pic­
ture of how the workers’ sec­
tion of that city was turned 
into a blazing inferno that 
claimed over 200,000 lives.

The continu ing  subjugation 
of the German w orkers rem ain­
ed a gu id ing p rinc ip le  fo r the 
im peria lis t powers at the close 
of the war. And the ir plans fo r 
ensuring tha t subjugation had 
the support of the K re m lin  
bureaucracy under Stalin.

A t the 1945 Potsdam confer­
ence. S ta lin  agreed w ith  T ru ­
man and B ritish  Labor Prime 
M in is te r A ttlee  to carve G er­
many in to  fou r spheres o f m i l i ­
ta ry  occupation, w ith  the USSR 
occupying the Eastern zone and

Great B rita in , France and the 
U.S.. the Western. I t  was also 
agreed tha t B erlin , then the 
capital, w ould also be carved 
into fou r occupation zones even 
though it lay com pletely in the 
Eastern sector. This has meant 
that the Western powers have 
had access to the c ity  only 
through the Soviet zone. 
'C O LLEC TIVE G U ILT '

This reactionary d iv is ion  of 
the in dus tria l heart of Europe 
was jus tified  at the tim e by the 
inv id ious propaganda m yth  of 
the “ collective g u ilt”  o f the en­
tire  German people fo r Nazism 
and fo r the war. Here too, the 
loudest voices in the chauvin­
istic chorus were those o f the 
K re m lin  and of the Communist 
parties across the globe.

B u t w 'ith the development of 
the im peria lis t perspective of 
eventual w ar against the Soviet 
Union, occupied Germany qu ick ­
ly  became a staging ground of 
the cold war. and the “ con­
querors" task of simple occu­
pation became secondary to the 
an ti-Soviet m ob iliza tion and the 
inevitable  counter-m obiliza tion.

By 1948, Ihe "spirit" of Pots­
dam had vanished. The first big 
crisis came with the Soviet 
blockade of West Berlin that

was broken by a year-long 
U.S.-British airlift. In 1949, the 
Western powers established the 
"sovereign" West German Fed­
eral Republic and the USSR re­
plied with the creation of the 
equally "sovereign" German 
Democratic Republic.

The massing of forces has 
continued along this decisive 
border of the Soviet-bloc coun­
tries. Organized as pa rt of 
NATO, there are today over
400.000 troops garrisoned in 
West Germany. A lm ost ha lf are 
U.S. ground and a ir forces and
130.000 are West German sol­
diers equipped by the U.S. In  
East Germany, the USSR m a in ­
tains a force estimated at 400,- 
000.

The present Soviet moves are 
designed to cope w ith  the ever­
present m ilita ry  th reat tha t th is 
m ob iliza tion  of forces represents. 
The Soviet governm ent’s appar­
ent in ten tion  is to w ith d ra w  its
4.000 troops from  East B erlin  
and tu rn  contro l of traffic, in to 
the Western zone of the c ity  
over to the East German re ­
gime. By th is  lactic the K re m ­
lin  hopes to force at least de 
facto recognition of the German 
Democratic Republic from  the 
Western powers.

K HR USHC H EV PLAN
This bid fo r recognition is 

viewed as the firs t step tow ard  
the realization o f K hrushchev’s 
broader perspective fo r G er­
many. This includes “ reun ifica­
tio n " of Germany through “ con­
federation”  of the East and 
West German regimes w ith  
cap ita lis t p roperty  re la tions to 
be preserved in the West and 
nationalized p roperty  relations 
in the East. Such reun ifica tion 
is projected on the basis of 
w ithd raw a l of a ll occupation 
troops and a de-m ilita rized  
Germany constitu ting  a “ neutra l 
co rrido r”  between the East and 
West.

Meanwhile, the W e s 1 e r n 
powers continue in their refusal 
to accede to the legitimate de­
mand for recognition of Ihe 
East German government. In  
essence, this stand is a refusal 
to "recognize" the Soviet-type 
properly forms in East Ger­
many.

Seeking a propaganda advan­
tage, the Western powers are 
po rtray ing  the cu rren t Soviet 
moves as menacing and w a rlike  
and are pred icting  a n o t h e r  
blockade of the 1948 type. This 
prediction was heavily  dis- 

(Continucd on Page } )
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Our Task Was to Restore Banner of M a r x
(The author of this article was a leader of the pre-World 

War I  Socialist Parly, a leader of the left-w ing of the Chicago 
Federation of Labor, a founder of the Communist Parly. The 
second issue (Dec. 1, 1928) of the M ilitant announced that he 
had adhered to its program. Not long thereafter he became a 
member of the editorial board on which he served for several 
years. Since then he has been a frequent contributor.)

By Arne Swabeck
Events of great h is to rica l significance do not always 

appear in it ia lly  in spectacular fashion, in vo lv in g  pow er­
fu l forces, or v is ib le  to' large audiences .For example 
when M arx  and Engels, at the*-
middle of the last century 
penned the ir scientific analysis 
of the cap ita lis t mode o f p ro ­
duction  and of its  class re la ­
tions in to  the Communist M an i­
festo, the road to the fu tu re  
socialist society emerged clear­
ly. B ut re la tive ly  few people 
were then aware of the trem en­
dous im pact tha t these socio­
log ica l concepts w ould have on 
human destiny.

W ith due regard to the im ­
mense difference of proportions 
involved, it can be said that the 
founding of the M ilitant, 30 
years ago, may at the time have 
seemed a rather insignificant 
event. Less than a handful of 
people, centered around Com­
rade Cannon, its founding edi­
tor, brought out the first issue.

To be sure, its  appearance 
created a s tir in radical circles

and it fr ightened the S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats out of the ir w its ; 
bu t i t  passed unnoticed by the 
general w orking-class public. 
Yet there need be l it t le  doubt 
tha t to fu tu re  h istorians the 
importance o f th is  event, the 
rise of the T ro tsky is t movement 
in the U nited States and the 
founding of the M ilita n t, w il l  
loom a good deal la rger than 
we may even anticipate today.

The M ilita n t came into being 
in response to a pressing need 
arising out of special problems 
of our epoch. This need has not 
dim in ished since tha t early date, 
let alone disappeared, because 
the problems s till rem ain unre­
solved. These problems were 
e s s e n t i a l l y  in te rna tiona l in 
character; but by tha t fact they 
had im portan t reference also to 
the Am erican scene.

The Issues in Dispute
Today some o f the questions 

invo lved are much more w ide ly  
known. Since the Khrushchev 
revelations the main outlines 
of the murderous S ta lin  regime 
in  the Soviet Union have en­
tered in to  more general public 
knowledge. B u t th is by no 
means revealed all. The rise of 
a parasitic bureaucracy am idst 
the ru ins of Soviet democracy 
and the monstrous inequalities, 
its  perversion of M arxism , and 
its  emasculation of the parties 
of the Com m unist In te rna tiona l 
—  these were some o f the is­
sues in  dispute between the 
S ta lin  regime and the L e ft Op­
position led by Trotsky.

These issues transcended the 
borders of the Soviet Republic. 
They concerned directly the 
bureaucratization and deadly 
factionalism of the American 
CP no less than the false 
maneuvers around the then 
celebrated Anglo-Russian Trade 
Union C o m m i t t e e  and the 
treacherous policies pursued in 
the fateful events of the Chinese 
revolutionary upheavals of 1925- 
27.

These were also some of the 
reasons leading to the fonna-

tion of the L e ft Opposition in 
this country (which la te r be­
came the Socialist W orkers 
P arty) and to the founding of 
the M ilita n t.

The emergence o f our p o li­
tica l tendency m arked a de­
cisive tu rn in g  po in t in m y 
conscious po litica l life , as it  d id 
fo r the other comrades w ith  
whom I was associated. Its  real 
meaning can perhaps be ex­
pressed most c learly in  the 
words of T ro tsky. H is firs t le t­
te r to the M ilita n t from  the 
P rink ipo  Island o f T u rkey  con­
cluded as fo llow s: a

“ The Banner of M arx and 
Lenin is in the hands o f the 
Opposition. I do not doubt tha t 
the Am erican d iv is ion of the 
Bolsheviks w il l  occupy a w orthy  
place under tha t banner.”

To restore the banner of 
M arx and Lenin  to its  r ig h tfu l 
place in the movem ent —  this, 
and noth ing less, we accepted 
as our obligation, and th is  we 
conceived to be our task. And 
I am perfectly  w illin g  to leave 
i t  to the readers and supporters 
of the M ilita n t as to w hether 
or not we have remained fa ith ­
fu l to th is  obligation.

Obstudes Cuve
A r t Preis has to ld  our read­

ers about some of the d iff ic u l­
ties faced by the M ilita n t staff. 
I  could add perhaps even more 
grueling examples from  the 
earlier days. B u t v iew ing  these 
in retrospect, insurm ountable 
as they w ould  now appear, one 
seems at a loss to exp la in  how 
they were overcome. A ll X can 
aay is that in face of the great 
ideas that had come into our 
possession the obstacles simply 
had to give way.

And the great ideas were 
fo rtifie d  by the expressions of 
solidarity, support and unbound­
ed faith in  the justness of our 
cause that came from  comrades, 
sometimes in  groups, bu t most­
ly  one by one, from  various 
parts o f the country and from  
abroad. T he ir so lida rity  was 
translated into action, inc lud ing  
the matter of d igg ing in to  th e ir

pockets; and they had to dig 
re a lly  deep because th e ir pock­
ets were then ra ther lean.

Taking  a ll these factors in to  
account, i t  becomes read ily  ap­
parent th a t the M ilita n t from  
its inception occupied a unique 
position. I t  d id not emerge as 
an organ propounding a new 
w orking-class program. That 
program had a lready been la id  
down in  its basic contents by- 
M arx and Engels. In  its firs t 
real test on the grand scale of 
the Russian R evolution, the 
Bolsheviks took the in it ia l steps 
to carry th is program  to its 
tr iu m p h a n t rea lization in actual 
life .

To exp la in  the character and 
the lessons o f the events tha t 
had taken place from  Len in  to 
S ta lin  in  the Soviet U nion and 
on the w o rld  arena, th is  became 
the firs t and foremost task to

Worker’s Bookshelf
The lis tin g  o f books and 

pamphlets below gives a view  
of the program o f the Socialist 
Workers P arty, and the posi­
tion the SWP took on events 
of the day du ring  its existence 
of the past 30 years.

THE T H IR D  IN T E R N A T IO N ­
A L  AFTER  LEN IN , by Leon 
Trotsky. 1928. 400 pp. Cloth 
$4<00. Paper $2.50. The docu­
ment suppressed by S ta lin  
which was the d irect base fo r 
the construction of the T ro t­
skyist movement in the U nited 
States.

FASCISM: W H A T IT  IS, 
H O W  TO F IG H T  IT , by Leon
Trotsky. A  C om pila tion. 1928- 
1938. 47 pp. 15 cents.

TH E H ISTO R Y OF A M E R I­
C AN  TR O TSK YISM , by James 
P. Cannon. 268 pp. C loth $2.75. 
Paper $2.00. The exc iting  events 
from 1928 to 1938 in the b u ild ­
ing of the Socialist W orkers 
Party as reported by its found­
er.

IN  DEFENSE OF M A R X ISM , 
by Leon Trotsky. 1939-1940. 211 
pp. Cloth $2.75. Letters and a r­
ticles w ritte n  du ring  the s trug­
gle against a social-democratic 
current w ith in  the SWP.

THE STRUGGLE FOR A 
PR O LETA R IA N  P A R T Y ,  by 
James P. Cannon. 1939-1940. 302 
pp. Cloth $2.75. Paper $2.00. 
Companion volume to “In  De­
fense of Marxism.”

SO C IA LISM  ON TR IA L , by 
James P. Cannon. 1941. I l l  pp. 
50 cents. The o ffic ia l court tes­
tim ony in the firs t tr ia l under 
the Sm ith  Act.

TO THE M EM O RY OF THE  
OLD M A N . Speech delivered 
August 28, 1940 at T ro tsky
M em oria l M eeting in New 
Y ork , by James P. Cannon. 15 
pp. 10 cents.

THE CASE OF THE L E G ­
LESS VETERA N , by James 
Kutcher. 1941-1953. 178 pageB.
$1. The story o f ho%V Kutcher, 
who lost his legs in the Second 
W orld W ar, was deprived of his 
governm ent job fo r  being a 
member of the Socialist W o rk ­
ers Party.

R E V O L U T I O N  IN  H U N ­
GARY AND THE CRISIS OF 
S TA L IN IS M . 1957. 34 pp. 25 
cents. Statement adopted by 
the N ational Committee o f the 
SWP. January, 1957.

THE C L A S S -  STRUGGLE  
ROAD TO NEGRO E Q U A LITY . 
1957. 23 pp. 25 cents. Resolu­
tion  adopted by the SWP.

REGROUPMENT. 1957. 8 pp. 
10 cents. A program m atic basis 
fo r discussion of socialist un itv .

THE SO C IA LIST WORKERS 
PARTY, What It  Is, What It 
Stands For, by Joseph Hansen. 
New edition, 1958. 54 pp. 25 
cents.

O rder the above from  Pioneer 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  116 U n ive rs ity  
Place, New York 3, N.Y.
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THERE IS NO PEACE!
Only World Socialism Can Save Mankind From
Atomic Destruction In Another Imperialist War

. — .  — -

Workers O f  America! You Must Take Power Into Your O w n Hands!
M A N I F E S T O

of tho

Nat iona l  Commit tee
of th«

Socia l ist  Workers  Party
WORKERS, FARMERS —  TOILERS OF AMERICA!

Tb.e aocond ira p e r ia lia t  v o r ld  v*er b u t coded . S ix  
y e « r*  o f  w ho lcaa le  a la u g h lo r au»i d r v iu U t io a  have 
been b ro u g h t to  au a w fu l c lim a x  w ith  th e  d isco ve ry  
o f  th e  a to m ic  b o m b  a nd  i t *  uae, w ith  f r ig h t f u l  e ffect?  

X g a in it  th e  p e o p le  o f  Japan.
The dm of bottle hat ceitcJ Mankind no* mu»t contem­

plate the d e ttiu a u n  anJ the ruin, the pam and the heartbreak, 
which the war ha* caused people in every land arc celebratinp 
the end of the carnage, not to  much with jo> *> wiih a >emc 
of relief that i t  hai come to an cnJ flia> do not and canoo: 
f r t l  lecurt Over their celebrations, like a lowering cloud. hang» 
a grim foreboding of things yet to come Here in America 
where the civilian population ha> been ,p-reJ the niun»tiira» 
agony endured for long, unbroken year* by the ptuplt» ol 
Europe and Asia. ioy that the w*r ha> ended i> a l *  ungeJ 
w ith dread for the future.

Revulsion and Anxiety .
The atomic bombing o f the Japanese vitie* of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki, w ith a combines! population ol (Ml.lMO men. 
women and children. ha> sent a wave o f revuUton and anxiety 

throughout the world, especially among the toiling populations 
who arc the principal victim» of war It i> uni\ct»all> rcalued 
that mankind ha» been saved from total annihilation in WorlJ 
War II only because the atomic bomb wj» invented xa L ie  
There is also the conviction, amounting to ce ru u it). t lu t  another 
world war \ i l l  mean the doom of the human race.

Hatred o f imperialist war, and fear ol what the futute 
holds, is driving the workers lo revolutiooaty political co.i- 
elusion» The im peria ls  rc lcu. V,ho alone have ptolucd limn 

-The wsi . ye k to prevent this at all costs —They wani  to Side­
track the workets from the struggle to end the capitalist s>»iem 
and establish »ociahsm. which i> 'be only sure guarantee i!» t 
anotjjjer wat w ill be impossible. ^  _

THE ONLY VICTOR live antagonisms has shifted War is the end icsult of the cease­
less capitalist hunt foi profits, markets, colonies, spheres o r"in ­
fluence It  d  s lie- that war tan be prevented by treaties and 
agreements among the imperialist bandits. The League o( 
Nations could not prevent war It  was dead and buried befor* 
World War I I  broke out The LniteJ Nation* ©rginuatioo 
will not be able to prevent a th ird »oHii war Its very formula 
of ' peace h> force”  implies war and not peace In unguarded 
moments the imperialists admit Ih jt  they know of no way to 
prevent war I  he aJmivsson is im plurt in the maintenance of 
gigjnnc armament» First WashingSun dispatches oc the atomic 
bomb quoted oiltctal quarters as vising this new weapon would 
reiolutionite future w a iia rc " Couid anything oe plainer?

America Will Not Escape
Nor should any man deceive hmiseif that America w ill 

»scape the annihilating blasts of the atomic bomb in a fu lur* 
war A ir power and sea power w ill afford no sure protection. 
Ixientists already tell us that ao air force w(|| not be necessary 
to carry this new missile on its deadly missijn. 11 w ill be t*!fd 
immense disfances in the form ot a jet:propeUcd rocket th «  
will »peed to its tm g.t at a luhtnm g rate tnd with unerring 
accuracy. New Vork or Detroit or U *  Angeles wlU be *1 
vulnerable as Hiroshima and NagasakL

It is at this point that the liberal apologists and defender* 
o f the bloody capitalist system come forward to explain that 
the new weapon make» future wars "unthinkable." because iB  
extensive use would mean the utter annihilation of the humag 
race Thus another dangerous illusion K *own

After World War I tbese same liberals dedared that 10- 
other war was "onth inkable" Now that otankiad has suffered 
another tcrnble blood-bath, do they »eek to  ioquir* why th» 
unthinkable" came lo pats? They do not For honest inquiry 

leads straight to the conclusion that under capitalism wars arn 
inevitable and inescapable, and that once'war begins all th» 
diabolical instruments o f k illing  and destruction are brought into 
play. The liberal fakers are employed, and generously paid, to  
cover up for capitalism, to mislead the masses by sowing illu ­
sions. and thus divert them from the struggle for socialism 
which alone can end the horrors of war for all time. That i t  
why. while quaking in Iheir shoes at the realiaation of what 
th t atomic bomb means, they can only mutter the senseless in­
cantation that a new war is "unthinkable."

T H E Y  know of no way1
Bur h .tr t  IS a way -  THE U 'A?“ 0 F  T K f  S O tfA U S T

REVOLUTION!

No Time to Lose!

The August 18, 1945 issue of ihe M ilitant reproduced 
above became famous. It  appeared immediately after ■ the 
surrender of Japan and thus the end of World War I I .  It 
jarred those celebrating what all other papers were guaran­
teeing was the dawn ot an "enduring peace" for mankind. 
The M ilitant told the bitter, prophetic truth: "There is no 
peace!" This was received at the time w ith disbelief by

many — who could not believe that the victory, purchased 
at the cost of so much suffering and slaughter, would not 
be everlasting as promised at Teheran. But its truth re­
mained while in a few years all the false illusions and self- 
delusions withered. The cold war faced mankind with the 
threal of H-bomb war — a threat which w ill last as long 
as capitalism does.

w hich  the M ilita n t was devoted. I 
In  its issues, as they appeared. < 
we took our stand firm ly  in 
defense of the conquests o f the 
October R evolution w hich s till 
remained. B u t we drew a line  
o f dem arcation no less firm ly  
between these conquests and 
the degenerate features of 
S ta lin ism  w h ich  also s till re ­
m ain in  spite o f some m odifica­
tions. A nd th roughout we have 
m aintained our confidence in 
the a b ility  of the Soviet w o rk ­
ers to do away w ith  bureau­
cratic ru le  and to restore Soviet 
democracy.

Alongside of presenting infor­
mative and analytical material 
dealing with these important 
international q u e s t i o n s ,  the 
M ilitant has served actively and 
effectively in numerous labor 
struggles fought out in every 
part of the Uniled States. A l­
ways it appeared as a spokes­
man and champion of the work­
ers' cause. These Iwo tasks

went hand in hand as a natural
consequence o i our M arx is t 
program and as a duly for 
socialists to perform.

For example: du ring  the early 
years of our movement, when 
financial resources were nl- 
almost non-existent, we s till 
managed to publish the M i l i ­
ta n t three times a week fo r a 
period when the leaders of the 
German w o rk ing  class parties 
(the S ta lin is t and Social Demo­
cratic) capitu lated to H itle r. To 
sound the alarm , as loud ly  as 
we were able, about the deadly 
menace of Fascism, tha t was 
our objective.

La te r we repeated the feat 
o f b ring ing  the paper out three 
tim es a week du ring  the gen­
eral s tr ike  o f hotel and res­
taurant w orkers in  New York. 
Sad to say, the M ilita n t was 
the on ly w o rk ing  class paper 
to give these s tr ik in g  workers 
solid support, and i t  was re ­
ceived bv them as a real friend.

Rich Source of Education
How well Ihe combination of 

these tasks was executed can 
be affirmed from the pages of 
the M ilitant over these 30 
years. On the one hand, there 
has been provided a rich source 
of education for a cadre of 
revolutionists. On the other 
hand, a genuine defense of the 
workers interests, of their need 
for organization, for a living  
wage and for trade union de­
mocracy; articulation of their 
demands and Iheir aspirations.

while pointing out the road io 
a socialist society.

In  a ll o f these efforts our 
approach and the application 
o f our po licy has been th o r­
oughly rea listic and su ffic ien tly  
flex ib le  to be effective and to 
w in  devoted supporters. We 
never compromised on ques­
tions of a principled character. 
Because o f th is  we cannot fa il 
to notice the sharp d istinction 
tha t prevails today in the field 
of radical publications. I t  is

noticeable especially by a com­
parison of the M ilita n t w ith  
the organs of other w o rk ing - 
class po litica l tendencies, both 
those recently  ex tinc t and those 
s till b rea th ing  a miserable ex­
istence, compromised beyond 
recognition.

The S ta lin is t publications 
surv ive  today on ly  by attempts 
to re w rite  w ha t was said in  
the past — by covering up. 
But they s ti l l  persist in  spread­
ing pernicious confusion. The 
last gasp of the organ pub lish ­
ed by the Shachtman group 
before its demise was a re ­
pudiation o f Len in ism  and T ro t­
skyism, tha t is, a repudia tion 
o f M arxism . And the Social- 
Democratic publications have 
long since renounced socialist 
positions once held. T he ir pages 
now reflect the im peria lis t po l­
icies of the D epartm ent of 
State.

As fo r us, however, we can 
say, and p roud ly so: During ihe 
three decades of Ihe Militant's 
history not one part of ihe 
valuable material that has ap­
peared in its pages needs to be 
changed, because we always 
told the truth.

Where can one find a figh ting  
s p ir it comparable to tha t o f our 
publication? Its  high q u a lity  
of in fo rm ation  and education 
has no peers. We have a ll bene- 
fitted  from  the know ledge i t  
has im parted. But the know ­
ledge thus gained, to be real 
must be active; it  must be dy ­
namic. I t  must be translated 
in to  action, fo r our u ltim a te

task is not m erely to in te rpre t 
the w orld , but to change it.

In  th is sense we look to r- 
ward to the dawn of the  so­
cia list transform ation in  A m er­
ica. We are fu l ly  conscious of 
the im m ensity o f the task; bu t 
every serious deed now w ill 
help prepare the ground fo r 
that great event.

Some practical deeds are in  
order now. As we launch the 
M ilita n t on its fo u rth  decade, 
w hatever con tribu tion  we make 
in d iv id u a lly  m ay seem small. 
I t  may be a cash donation to 
the present fund campaign. I t  
may be the in troduc tion  of the 
M ilita n t to new readers, dis­
tr ib u tio n  of copies at a fac­
to ry  gate, or getting a few 
subscriptions. Some supporters 
may send letters to the editor, 
or an occasional story about 
conditions in  the shop or the 
com m unity. Others may con­
tr ib u te  more extensive in fo r­
m ation or ana lytica l articles.

Combined, a ll these efforts 
w i l l  appear in  th e ir true  s ig­
nificance. They have form ed 
the foundation o f past a tta in ­
ments and they provide assur­
ance o f a prom ising fu tu re . 
W hat th is  means is most elo­
quently  expressed by Trotsky. 
In  his s tudy of “ Problems of 
L ife ”  he w ro te : 1

"Small deeds without great 
issues abound in the life of 
men, but no great issues are 
possible without small achieve­
ments. To be more precise, at 
a lim e of great issues, small 
deeds, being a part of large 
problems, cease to be smalL

Greetings from Chile on Anniversary
Santiago, Chile 
November 6, 1958

To the Editor of the M ilitant:

The L a tin  Am erican Secretariat of T ro tskyism , repre­
senting the revo lu tiona ry  w orke rs ’ parties of A rgentina , 
Chile  and Peru, sends its w arm  greetings to the M ilita n t 
on its 30th Ann iversary .

Throughout its  existence, the M ilita n t has been a 
model of revo lu tiona ry  conduct especially in  emerging 
T ro tsky is t ideological c la rifica tion  in  the th irtie s  and also 
in the struggles of the Am erican w o rk ing  class; in  the 
heroic task of com batting w ar in  the heart of the im per­
ia lis t bastion; in  the support o f the colonia l movements 
w hich have become the p rinc ipa l m otor of the w orld  rev ­
o lu tion  in  the last fifteen years; in  the struggle in  favor 
of the righ ts  of the Negro people; and fina lly , among its 
innum erab le accomplishments, in  the present e ffo rt to 
regroup the forces in  favo r of socialism in  the United 
States.

The M ilita n t has also shown its concern over the 
problems o f L a tin  Am erica; we on our part have sent 
some contribu tions. Nevertheless we have not yet been 
able to establish a perm anent exchange of views — a 
lapse tha t is the more un fo rtuna te  in  lig h t of the fact tha t 
L a tin  Am erica is the key continen t fo r Am erican im per­
ia lism . A  new offensive has been undertaken by im per-

ia lism , a plan o f colonial dom ination w h ich  took fo rm  
tow ard the end of the decade of the 1940’s and w hich 
seeks not on ly  greater penetration of finance cap ita l bu t 
also the fu rth e r subordination of the p o litica l sovereignty 
of the countries of L a tin  Am erica. Not on ly  have m ilita ry  
pacts been signed but a super-state organization (OEA) 
has been created w hich determ ines the policies of each of 
these countries. Th is is new.

Never before has Yankee im peria lism  imposed such 
colonial methods of ru le  on these countries. C ontrariw ise  
never have na tiona lis t class movements arisen w ith  great­
er support from  the masses, posing in  a more o r less de­
cisive m anner the a n ti- im pe ria lis t struggle. We should 
like  to see these problems and others like  the common 
L a tin  Am erican (or Pan-Am erican) m arke t treated in  
fu tu re  editions of the M ilita n t and to tha t end offer our 
collaboration. In  the past, lack of such co llaboration has 
led at tim es to differences over specific analyses on A r ­
gentina, Venezuela, Columbia, Cuba, etc. F in a lly , we have 
been fo llo w in g  w ith  interest the polem ic over the s ign ifi­
cance of Nasserism. We may possibly send our con tribu ­
tion  characteriz ing the present na tiona lis t movements 
and the position and strategy the revo lu tiona ry  pa rty  
should take toward them.

W ith revolutionary greetings,

Hugembert-Valdea

C. R. Hedlund Sends 
Greetings to Militant

(The aulhor, a locomolive engineer, noted for his trade 
union record, has been a supporter of ihe M ilitan t since it 
was founded.)

On th is ann iversary event, a fte r 30 years o f  a c tiv ity  fo r 
the cause o f socialism and fo r tiie  general w e lfa re  of a ll who 
to il at productive labor, the M ilita n t, its  e d itu ria l staff and 
supporters, are surely en titled  to a w arm  and enthusiastic 
congratu la tion on th ir ty  years of devoted a c tiv ity  fo r better 
things.

In  th is short a rtic le  of greeting, no a ttem pt w i l l  be  made 
on m y pa rt to chronic le in  de ta il a ll the po litica l and h is to r i­
cal events in w hich the M ilita n t has played a progressive and 
educational ro le in  news reporting  and news in te rp re ta tion .

However, th is much can be said, tha t the M ilita n t, and 
the people th a t make its pub lica tion  possible, are in  the fo re­
fro n t of the class struggle fo r p o litica l and social changes 
tha t w il l  b ring  m ankind  the greatest social benefits in  a ll 
human h istory.

The economic, cu ltu ra l and social im provem ents tha t 
socialism w il l  b ring  to hum an ity  are so great and ove r­
w helm ing as to baffle the most elastic im agination.

On th is  A nn ive rsary  of a tru ly  w orkers ’ paper, le t us 
devote some sober reflection on a ll the unnecessary hardships 
tha t capita lism  imposes on hum an ity  w ith  a ll its waste of 
men and m ateria l fo r w ar and destruction.

When the goal o f fu ll-b lo w n  socialist and classless society 
on a w orld  scale is reached, a ll these social defects w il l  dis­
appear because the causes tha t produced them w il l  no longer 
exist. The M ilita n t and its supporters are active ly  engaged in 
the w o rld -w ide  struggle to reach tha t goal. For th is  noble and 
g lorious w ork, I as a subscriber and reader o f the M ilita n t 
since its firs t issue, extend to you m y sincere and warmest 
greetings.

C. R. Hedlund 
Minneapolis

South, Chicago Fulfill 
Fund Drive Quotas

By George Lavan 
National Fund Drive Director

The M ilita n t ’s 30th A nn ive rsary  Fund is now' in  the home 
stretch. The deadline is Dee. 15 —  20 days from  the date o f the 
scoreboard below  ■

This week twro more areas crossed the fin ish line : Chicago 
and the South. B u t the overa ll p ic tu re  is s ti l l  m arred by the 
lag of 11%.

From below the M sson-D ixon lin e  came th is  message: “ I t  
is w ith  the greatest pleasure tha t I  am able herew ith  to pay our 
pledge of $200. You can’t imagine the anx ie ty  tha t we expe ri­
enced in  the face o f deep-going financial crisis here and the 
financial needs of ou r paper. W ith  the ve ry  best fra te rna l greet­
ings.”  Considering the d ifficu ltie s  under w hich th is  sum was 
raised, th is is an outstanding dem onstration of socialist devotion.

W ith  a paym ent com pleting its $1,000 pledge, Chicago fund 
d irec to r Ray F o lle tt made the fo llo w in g  comments: “ I f  we 
knew  o f any ‘secret’ techniques we w ou ld  ce rta in ly  use them to 
solve local problems. B u t no — our procedure has been to o u t­
line  goals, break down the amounts to be raised on an ind iv idua l 
and tim e  basis and keep rev iew ing  performance week in  and 
week out. . . . One story I can pass on. One of our comrades 
expected to go out on strike , possibly fo r  an extended period. 
He came to me and said: ‘Here, I w an t to pay up m y pledge 
before we go out, w h ile  I ’m s t i l l  able to .”

FUND SCOREBOARD
City Quota Paid Percent

Oakland ................ ..........  S 340 $ 357 '105
Chicago ................ ..........  1.000 1.000 100
South .................... ..........  200 200 100
St. Louis .............. ...........  80 70 88
Connecticut ........ .........  300 258 88
Boston .................. ..........  450 360 80
B uffa lo  .................. ...........  1,500 1,165 78
N ew ark ................ ..........  265 200 75
Cleveland ............ ..........  750 520 69
T w in  C ities ........ ..........  1,742 1,201 69
M ilw aukee ............ ...........  250 155 62
New Y ork  .......... ..........  4,500 2,797 62
San Diego ............ ..........  300 180 60
D e tro it .................. ..........  600 345 58
A ilen tow n  ............ ..........  112 60 54
Los Angeles ........ ..........  4,600 2,440 53
Youngstown ........ ........... 300 150 50
Philade lph ia  ........ ..........  528 231 44
Seattle .................. ..........  550 235 43
San Francisco .... ..........  440 180 41
P ittsburgh  ............ ..........  10 2 20
Denver .................. ..........  50 — —

General ................ 288 —

Total through 
Nov. 25 ................. ......... $18,867 $12,394 69
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other country  fo r th is purpose. The Com­
m un is t parties devoted themselves to 
w in n in g  alliances w ith  cap ita lis t parties 
and po litic ians who m igh t be w ill in g  to 
prom ote pacts w ith  the Soviet Union.

The Len in is t regime, of course, had 
also concluded pacts w ith  various cap ita l­
is t nations or in d iv id u a l capitalists. But 
i t  never had proposed tha t the struggle 
fo r  socialism anywhere else be abandoned 
thereby — even tem po ra rily  — or that 
socialists should enter in to  “ coa litions” 
w ith  cap ita lis t parties on tha t account. 
The S ta lin is t po licy flow ed from  the nar­
row  nationa l interests of a priv ilege-seek­
ing bureaucracy tha t usurped power in  
the Soviet U nion and came to exercise 
m ono lith ic  contro l over the in te rna tiona l 
Com m unist movement.

The S ta lin is t course led to catastroph­
ic defeats fo r the w o rk ing  class in  many 
countries of the w o rld  — chronicled and 
explained in  the M ilita n t across the last 
30 years. The v ic to ry  of fascism in  G er­
m any and Spain, w h ich  in  tu rn  co n tr ib u t­
ed to the outbreak of W orld  W ar II ,  was 
d ire c tly  a ttr ib u ta b le  to the S ta lin is t pol­
icies pursued by the CP in  each of these 
countries.

In  the U nited States, the CP policy of 
supporting the Dem ocratic P arty  helped 
m ig h tily  to underm ine the strength of 
the socialist m ovem ent by corroding 
thousands o f revo lu tionary-m inded w o rk ­
ers and you th  w ith  the poison of class 
collaboration, then losing them  fo r social­
ism altogether. The CP po licy thus grea tly  
retarded and underm ined the fig h t at

home against U.S. im peria lism .
D uring  the last 30 years, the Soviet 

U n ion  has scored great in dus tria l ad­
vances thanks to the progressive prop­
e rty  form s created by the October Revo­
lu tion . Furtherm ore, the cap ita lis t system 
has been overth row n in  China and East­
ern Europe. B u t the Soviet-bloc countries 
are s t i l l  a long way from  having achieved 
p len ty  and freedom fo r the w o rk ing  peo­
ple —  the true  goal of socialism. K h rush ­
chev’s revelations at the Soviet Commu­
nist P a rty ’s 20th Congress about S ta lin ’s 
crim es.and the fu r th e r  m anifestations of 
bureaucra tic ty ra n n y  (notab ly the crush­
ing of the H ungarian revo lu tion ) belie re ­
peated boasts tha t socialism has been 
achieved in  these lands. And despite a ll 
pacts and attem pted pacts, capita lism  
menaces the Soviet bloc w ith  W orld  W ar 
I I I .

Thus, we believe, the in te rna tiona l 
socialist tasks, rem ain essentia lly as the 
M ilita n t set them fo rth  30 years ago. These 
tasks include defense of the Soviet prop­
e rty  form s against cap ita lis t restoration. 
W orkers ’ democracy in the Soviet-bloc 
countries m ust be reestablished. New 
countries m ust be won fo r socialism.

I t  is above a ll here, in  the U nited 
States, tha t the decisive ba ttle  fo r w orld  
socialism w i l l  be fought. Once the w o rk ­
ers take power in  Am erica, the problem  
of creating a w o rld  socialist order w il l  
easily and speedily be solved.

As i t  has du ring  the last 30 years, the 
M ilita n t w i l l  in  years ahead endeavor to 
help w in  our coun try ’s w o rk ing  people to 
the struggle fo r a Socialist Am erica.

Stevenson: Russia Wants Peace
“ . . . The Russians don’t  w an t war 

any more than we do. The people, who 
suffered so h o rr ib ly  in  the last war, don’t 
w an t i t  fo r obvious reasons; the leaders 
because i t  would in te rru p t th e ir great d e -| 
velopm ent program. . .”  These are the 
words of A d la i Stevenson w r it te n  in  the 
last of his series of artic les on his v is it to 
the Soviet Union.

The Russians don’t w an t w a r — 
ne ithe r the people nor the regime. W hy 
then, is the huge U.S. m ilita ry  machine 
necessary?

The Am erican B ig  Business po litic ians 
insisted a ll along tha t th is  country  must 
spend tens of b illions  annua lly  to prepare 
fo r w ar because we are threatened w ith  
Soviet aggression. I f  th is  has now turned 
out to be a m istake, w h y  doesn’t Steven­
son propose an im m ediate end to the 
suicidal arms race?

Stevenson w is tfu lly  comments: “ I 
w ish I  fe lt tha t our defensive bases in 
Europe, N o rth  A fr ica  and the M idd le  
East did not provide Khrushchev &  Co. 
such a convenient peg fo r propaganda 
about A m erica ’s offensive th rea t.”

U.S. m issile bases com plete ly surround 
the Soviet Union. They make easy targets 
of Soviet cities. A n y  m ilita ry  strategist

te llin g  the tru th  w ou ld  have to adm it tha t 
these bases do in  fact constitu te  an “ o f­
fensive th rea t.”  W hy not liqu ida te  the 
U.S. bases on fore ign soil and remove 
K hrushchev’s “ convenient peg fo r prop­
aganda”  and at the same tim e remove a 
m a jo r w a r danger?

Stevenson is r ig h t when he says tha t 
the Soviet people and the heads o f the 
Soviet governm ent do not w an t war. A 
planned economy does not requ ire  te r r i­
to r ia l expansion, m ilita r is m  or w a r as 
does the p ro fit system.

Yet the 13-year-old cold w a r has not 
been based on m isunderstandings, either. 
There is a fundam enta l cause fo r the w ar 
drive. W hat Stevension w i l l  not adm it is 
th a t the th rea t o f w ar orig inates in  th is 
coun try  where the B ig Business ru le rs  are 
fe a rfu l of peace. They are scared of i t  fo r 
a ve ry  sim ple reason: W ith o u t the arms 
race, U.S. capita lism  w ould  collapse like  
an old fram e house long inhabited by 
term ites.

The cause of the preparations fo r 
W orld  W ar I I I  is the same as the cause 
fo r W orld  Wars I and II. The Soviet Union 
cannot be blamed fo r e ithe r o f those dis­
asters. Capita lism  can and m ust be 
blamed.

The Struggle For Jobs
The personal tragedies tha t fo llo w  

the economic swings of capita lism  are 
many. The system tha t boasts i t  cares fo r 
and benefits the in d iv id u a l w h ile  planned 
economy “ subordinates”  the in d iv id u a l to 
the state, doesn’t  even bother to count 
the wrecked lives, broken plans, discour­
agement and agony tha t fo llo w  economic 
explosions like  deadly fa llou t.

B u t when union men and women, in  
the absence of a m ilita n t union leadership, 
begin to figh t each other fo r jobs, the 
tragedy is compounded. This is happening 
in  one of the most pow erfu l unions in  
the country, the U n ited  Steel W orkers of 
America.

According to the P ittsburgh  Press, 
100 “ fu rloughed”  workers, a euphemistic 
te rm  fo r jobless, demonstrated, Nov. 20, 
at the A lle n p o rt p lan t of the P ittsburgh  
Steel Co. demanding tha t o lder workers 
re tire . Members of Local 1187, USW A, 
carried signs tha t read, “ We got you your 
pensions— w hy don’t  you re tire? ”

The average pension these steel 
w orkers w ould  get amounts to $130 a 
m onth. R etirem ent therefore means a

considerable drop in  income. I f  a w orke r 
e lig ib le  fo r a pension can continue to 
w o rk , he can avoid th is  loss in  wages 
and possibly plan fo r a more secure re­
tirem en t la te r on. In  addition , m any men 
and women who have done no th ing  bu t 
w o rk  a ll th e ir  lives, dread the prospect of 
re tirem ent. They dread the idleness and 
seeming uselessness of th e ir lives.

Undoubtedly, the younger steel w o rk ­
ers know  and understand this. B u t they 
are in  a desperate p ligh t. The rea l blame 
fo r th is fra tr ic id a l struggle m ust be 
placed on the union offic ia ldom  respon­
sible to provide leadership.

There is an answer to unem ploym ent. 
I t  isn ’t  necessary to harass the older steel 
workers. The demand fo r a shorter w ork 
week w ith  no reduction in  pay could 
spread w o rk  among a ll the men who need 
and w ant jobs.

I f  the union offic ia ls do not organize 
fo r such a struggle, i f  they pe rm it fu tile , 
fra tr ic id a l struggle of w o rke r against 
w orker, the union movement w i l l  not 
survive. Then no one w i l l  have e ither 
security  or a decent standard of liv ing .
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Ceylonese Reports on Visit to USSR
(This is the th ird  insta llm ent 

of an in te rv iew  w ith  Robert 
Gunawardena, centra l com m it­
tee member of Ceylon's Lanka 
Sama Samaja Party, and a 
member of Parliam ent. Tom 
K e rry , O rganizational Secretary 
of the Socialist W orkers Party, 
conducted the in te rv iew . The 
LSSP, a T ro tsky is t party , is the 
country 's largest w o rk ing  class 
p a rly  and is the o ffic ia l Oppo­
sition in  Parliam ent.— Ed.)

Q. You say tha t p r io r to your 
v is it to China, you v is ited the 
Soviet Union?

A. Yes. Seventeen from  Cey­
lon w ent to the Soviet Union 
as delegates from  the Ceylonese 
Parliam ent. O ut of the 17, three 
of us were T ro tskyis ts  from  the 
LSSP —  D r. C olv in  R. de S il­
va, Comrade Edmund Samar- 
akoddy and m yself.

Q. Where d id  you go in  the 
Soviet U nion and how long 
were you there?

A . We were there fo r nearly 
20 days. We v is ited  m any fac­
tories — steel, te x tile  factories, 
schools, the un ivers ity , the 
Baku o il fields in the Caspian 
region. Then we vis ited the 
health resorts, Sochi, on the 
B lack Sea coast.

Q. You were there, of bourse, 
after the death o f S ta lin , w hat 
year?

A. May, 1957. On May Day 
we were at Moscow.
IN  MOSCOW 
FOR M A Y  D A Y

Q. You were at Moscow fo r 
the May Day celebration?

A. Yes. We Laid a wreath 
upon L en in ’s mausoleum.

Q. From  your observations 
du ring  your tr ip  could you form  
any conclusions on the extent 
o f the deStalin ization campaign, 
w h ich  was then at its height, 
and as fa r as the lessening of 
the te rro r w hich had been char­
acteristic of the S ta lin  regime?

A. I couldn’t observe very 
much about' de-S ta lin ization. 
The language d iff ic u lty  was 
there. The on ly til in g  was that 
we were able to move a l it t le  
more free ly  in the country. 
W hatever we had, we got 
through an in te rp re te r. We dis­
cussed w ith  w orkers at certain 
factories. B u t w hat they stated 
had to be in terpreted to us 
also. I t  was so d iff ic u lt fo r us 
to find out any real change. 
But I  tr ied  to state at certain 
parties and functions given fo r 
us in  d iffe ren t areas — I  hap­
pened to go to Georgia, tha t is 
S ta lin ’s own home area — we 
were given a d inner there. I 
had to make an a fte r-d inner 
speech in w h ich  I  de fin ite ly  
stated the position regarding 
the w orkers of the w orld . I

said tha t a fte r the October Rev­
o lu tion  you have established 
this order. B u t we are not satis­
fied in our country because we 
are under the cap ita lis t system. 
T il l  we overth row  those sys­
tems, it cannot be happy. When 
I finished m y speech qu ite  a 
large num ber from  the crowd 
came and embraced me. Of 
course, here and thex-e I  saw 
some eyes tu rn ing .
TRO TSKY'S  PO SITIO N

Q. In  other words, in  your 
speech you presented the p rob ­
lem as the extension o f the 
revo lu tion  to the rest o f the 
w o rld  —  w hich is T ro tsky ’s 
position of the perm anent re v ­
olution?

A. Exactly. W ithou t m ention­
ing tha t as T ro tsky ’s.

Q. I  understand tha t Com­
rade de S ilva also was given 
the oppo rtun ity  of speaking to 
the Soviet people over the ra ­
dio and at meetings.

A . Yes, he was given the op­
p o rtu n ity  once to speak over 
the radio.

Q. D id you address any other 
meetings or did any of the 
T ro tsky is t delegates a d d r e s s  
any other meetings in  the So­
v ie t Union?

A . No. B u t at the parties 
th row n  fo r us at d iffe ren t places 
we were expressing our views.

Q. You were called upon to

Mood o f  W. Germ an Workers

A bout 150,000 Germans look part in th is ra l ly  in  Ham burg protesting nuclear rearmament 
last A p r il. So strong is the opposition of the German people to m ilita r ism  tha t the Adenauer 
governm ent has faced constant delays in  re b u ild in g  the German m ilita ry  machine.

...N ew  Berlin Crisis
(Continued from Page 1) 

counted w ith  a Nov. 24 state­
m ent by East German F irs t 
D eputy P rem ier U lb ric h t fla tly  
denying any plans fo r such a 
blockade.

I f  the transfe r of contro l to 
the East Germans is made w ith ­
ou t a m a jo r flareup, as now 
appears like ly , the West may 
w e ll find itse lf g ran ting  a 
lim ited , de facto recognition to 
the U lb rich t regime. B u t d iv id ­
ed and occupied Germany w il l  
rem ain a constant danger po in t 
fo r the eruption of global con­
flic t.

The Western powers are de-

term ined to keep th e ir huge 
s tr ik in g  force on German te r­
r ito ry  poised against the USSR. 
A t the same tim e maintenance 
o f troops in B e rlin , inside the 
“ iron cu rta in ,”  remains a sym ­
bol of the ir u ltim a te  goal of 
“ libe ra tion ”  of the Soviet satel­
lites — tha t is, the restoration 
of capitalism .

T he ir opposition to reun ifica­
tion  also springs from  a re a li­
zation, that w hatever the im ­
mediate basis fo r such un ifica­
tion, capita lism  w ould  no t long 
surv ive  in a unified Germany. 
1953 U PR IS IN G

D uring  the '1953 upris ing

French Elections R egister 
Big Communist P a rty  Loss

The French Com m unist P a rty  has suffered a serious 
defeat in  the firs t round of the French national elections 
held Sunday, Nov. 23. A lthough  the CP remains the 
largest party in France, its*-
strength may be reduced in the 
N ational Assembly from  150 
seats tha t i t  won in the 1956 
elections to as few as 20 seats.

This is a serious b low  to the 
po litica l power of a pa rty  that 
has regu la rly  received the la rg ­
est percentage of the to ta l votes 
in  elections since 1946. H ow ­
ever, the new de Gaulle con­
s titu tion  which was adopted by 
referendum  on Sept. 28, has 
e lim inated proportiona l repre­
sentation in  France.

The to ta l vote of the CP vote 
has also declined. I t  received 
25.7% o f the vote in  1956, bu t 
dropped to 18.9% in  the Nov. 
23 voting. I t  lost 1,650,427 of the 
5,532,631 received in 1956.

O ther notable opponents of 
de Gaulle who have gone down 
to decisive defeat are form er 
Prem ier Mendes-France, fo rm er 
M in is te r of Justice Francois 
M itte rand  and fo rm er P rem ier 
M aurice Bourges-M aunoury.

The defeat of forces opposing 
de Gaulle 'has now been con­
cretized by the great advance 
made by the G aullis t Union fo r 
the New Republic Party . This 
Party , w h ich  consists of a num ­
ber o f rig h t-w in g  groups, is 
headed by de G aulle ’s In fo rm a­
tion M in is te r Jacques Soustelle 
(elected last Sunday), Jacques 
Chaban-Deimas and Leon Dcl- 
becque. A ll  three played m ajor 
roles in  the A lge rian  coup last 
M ay w h ich  b rought de Gaulle

to power in France. The UNR 
received 17.6% of the to ta l vote 
and is therefore the second 
largest party  in France today.

A ll  reports indicate that de 
Gaulle is anxious to un ite  his 
forces w ith  those of the Social­
ists of the G uy M olle t va rie ty  
in many d is tric ts  so that the 
Assembly can be equally d iv id ­
ed between righ t-w inge rs  and 
“ socialists.”  The W all Street 
Journa l reports tha t de Gaulle 
is q u ie tly  w o rk ing  tow ard th is 
aim  “ . . . so tha t he can decide 
a ll conflic ts in his role as ‘a r­
b ite r ’.”

Thus fa r only 40 candidates 
have won a decisive m a jo rity  
v ic to ry  in  th e ir d is tric ts  which 
leaves 425 contests to be de­
cided in  run-o ff elections on 
Nov. 30. A t tha t lim e  a p lu ra l­
i ty  w il l  be suffic ient to w in .

against bureaucratic d ic ta to r­
ship, the East German w orkers 
made it  clear tha t they d id not 
w ant a re tu rn  to capita lism . 
A ll  o f the ir demands revolved 
around the establishm ent of 
w orkers ’ d e m o c r a c y  based 
squarely on the ex is ting -na tion ­
alized property.

Meanwhile, the West German 
w ork ing  class has demonstrated 
that, despite the te rrib le  blows 
of H itle rism  and the w ar, it 
too has regained the capacity 
fo r organization and fo r s trug­
gle. This was firs t heralded by 
the g iant 1955 s tr ike  struggles 
fo r h igher wages tha t covered 
West Germany in  1955. Since 
then, the great w orkers ' demon­
strations against re -m ilita riza ­
tion  have taken them even 
fu rth e r in  an an ti-cap ita lis t d i­
rection.

Yet fo r the K re m lin , the G er­
man workers, East and West, 
rem ain bu t dispensable pawns 
in the ir d ip lom atic  power s trug­
gles w ith  the im peria lists. The 
Soviet governm ent’s proposal 
fo r a “ neutra l co rrido r”  is not 
based on consideration of the 
sentim ent of the German w o rk ­
ers. For Khrushchev, reun ifica­
tion  —  like  pa rtit io n  —  re ­
duces itse lf to w hat he sees as 
a good move fo r the preserva­
tion  of the w orld  status quo.

B u t from  every possible v ie w ­
po in t — inc lud ing  b locking  of 
the w ar d rive  against the Soviet 
Union — a solution o f the G er­
man issue by the German w o rk ­
ing people themselves is ind is ­
pensable. E lim ina tion  o f a ll oc­
cupation forces w ould  give G er­
man labor the freedom o f action 
tha t w ould  in ev itab ly  lead to a 
un ited socialist Germany. And 
tha t tvou ld  soon mean the end 
of capita lism  in  a ll Europe.

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

A Special Buy!

Literature and Revolution
By Leon Trotsky 

SI.98

W ritte n  in  1924, th is is a M a rx is t classic. I t  deals 
w ith  the a ttitude  o f the w ork ing  class and its  p a rly  
to a rt and artists a fte r conquest of state power.

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n ivers iy  Place New Y ork  3, N . Y.

make a few  remarks, I sup­
pose?

A. Yes.
Q. D id  you have the oppor­

tu n ity  o f ta lk in g  to any of the 
leaders o f the government?

A . Yes. Most o f the leaders 
of the governm ent were there 
at the d iffe ren t functions. We 
met them and they re a lly  had 
special discussions w ith  us . . . 
we were g iven the oppo rtun ity  
o f discussion w ith  them  about 
the general developm ent o f the 
country and the p lanning of 
d iffe ren t schemes. We were 
given the oppo rtun ity  o f free 
discussion w ith  them.
SOVIET TECHNO LO G Y

Q. You say you vis ited some 
of the factories. From the tech­
nological po in t o f v iew  w ould 
you consider these factories 
comparable to those in  the ad­
vanced cap ita lis t countries?

A. As modern as factories I 
have seen in other advanced 
countries are. They are not sec­
ond to any other factories in 
the w orld  tha t I  have seen. 
They are comparable.

Q. So fa r as the conditions 
of the w orkers themselves are 
concerned, you couldn’t have 
d irect know ledge because of 
the language d ifficu lty?

A . I t  is so. A bout th e ir gen­
era l standards, w hat we saw 
was tha t they were having a 
fa ir ly  h igh standard. B u t tha t 
alone w ou ld  not fu l ly  satisfy 
us because I  found tha t at 
many factories there is a top 
control.

Q. There is no w orkers ’ con­
tro l in the factories? In  th is 
regard w hat is the comparison 
between China and the Soviet 
Union?

A. I feel the w orkers in 
China have more d irec t par­
tic ipa tion. The good aspect I 
could say about the Soviet 
Union is tha t we found thous­
ands and thousands of students, 
w orkers ’ ch ild ren  who are jus t 
coming out o f the universities 
back to the factories. W ith  tha t 
advanced know ledge I  feel that 
the present bureaucracy w il l  
not be able to contro l when 
these youngsters come back to 
the factories.
D E -S T A L IN IZ A T IO N

Q. You were there at the 
he ight o f the de-S ta lin ization 
campaign. W hat m anifestations 
of i t  as regards pictures and 
statutes o f S ta lin  d id you ob­
serve?

A. One th ing  was ve ry  p rom ­
inent du ring  the May Day dem­
onstration. I ha rd ly  saw any 
pictures o f S ta lin . There was 
a group of about fou r w o rk ­
ers ca rry ing  a small poster of 
S ta lin . That was a ll in the 
demonstration. We found huge 
pictures of Len in  and of d if ­
fe ren t people from  governm ent 
sectors, but on ly  one small p ic ­
ture  of S ta lin  was carried by a 
small group.

Q. W hat about Khrushchev?
A. There were certa in p ic ­

tures bu t not in large bu lk.
Q. You d idn ’t have a chance 

to speak d ire c tly  to K h rush ­
chev, did you?

A. N ot at tha t place. We had 
an oppo rtun ity  to meet K h rush ­
chev and ta jk  to h im  at a la ­
te r function  — but lie was just 
introduced to us fo r a few 
minutes.

Q. From  you r personal ob­
servations and you r own know ­
ledge of the movem ent tow ard 
re form  in the Soviet Union, 
w hat are your conclusions? Has 
it resulted in any real and 
genuine transform ation  o f con­
d itions w hich w ould perm it the 
w orker to reestablish th e ir con­
trol?

A. As fa r as I  can say, I 
could not find any symptoms 
that w orkers in  the ve ry  near 
fu tu re  w ou ld  have contro l — 
because of the top contro l from  
the bureaucracy.

•  •  •

HOW  A S IA  FEELS 
ABO UT QUEMOY

Q. W hat is the general a t t i­
tude in Asia tow ard the in te r­
vention of Am erican im pe ria l­
ism in  China and o ther coun­
tries?

A. The in te rven tion  of A m er­
ica in most of these matters 
is te r r ib ly  resented by the en­
tire  popula tion in  those coun­
tries.

Q. Regardless of p o lit ica l af- 
filations?

Tighten Screws 
In Soviet Union

The K re m lin  has announc­
ed a tigh ten ing  of Soviet 
d iscip line as part o f the new 
seven-year plan, according 
to a N.Y. Times dispatch. V . 
P. Moskovsky, who heads 
s t a t e  propaganda depart­
ments, called fo r be tte r Party  
screenings and s tr ic te r local 
d iscipline. He warned that, 
though the Communists have 
been in power fo r 41 years, 
th is does not w a rran t the as­
sum ption that every man’s 
po litica l re lia b ility  is beyond 
doubt. “ I t  is d iff ic u lt to iden­
t i fy  a secret enemy,”  he said, 
“ fo r he is usually masked as 
an honest Soviet man, even 
a pa trio t and an active w o rk ­
er.”  A  new uniform ed, arm ­
ed police force, organized in  
the factories, is to  pa tro l the 
factories and streets to curb 
“ drunks,”  “ hooligans”  and 
other “ an ti-socia l”  elements.

A . Yes, regardless. B u t in  
certa in  areas we find  the big 
bourgeoisie always having a 
good say about the U.S. That 
is the big bourgeoisie, b u t on 
the w hole the general mass is 
a d iffe ren t story.

Q. You have vis ited India? 
Do the Ind ian  people feel th a t 
way?

A. The same way. I  v is ited 
Ind ia  and many other coun­
tries, recently, the L a tin  A m er­
ican countries. They too feel 
the same. P a rticu la rly , I  v is it­
ed B razil, U ruguay, Paraguay, 
A rgentina , Chile, Peru, B o liv ia , 
Colombia, Venezuela. E ve ry­
where I  found so much resent­
ment against the U nited States 
in te rven ing  in  th e ir matters. 
F u rthe r up, in  T rin idad , the 
same — both against B ritis h  
im peria lism  and the U. S. I  
happened to see some o f the 
trade unions in  T rin id a d  and 
some in B o liv ia . The positions 
were the same. And in L im a  I  
happened to meet some o f the 
u n ive rs ity  students and th e ir 
position was the same.
A FT E R M A T H  OF 
N IX O N  IN C ID E N T

Q. That is where V ice-Presi­
dent N ixon  got such a w et re ­
ception.

A. T ha t is r ig h t. I t  has cre­
ated tremendous feeling against 
the U n ited  States. P a rticu la rly  
a fte r the incidents. There had 
been an open clash against the 
governm ent by students and 
workers. And some of the T ro t­
skyists there were taken in to  
prison by the government. And 
due to w orkers coming out 
openly, they had to be re ­
leased. And when they were re ­
leased in L im a the student o r­
ganizations wanted to have 
some sort o f v ic to ry  celebra­
tion, a big meeting. I t  was ban­
ned by the governm ent. Then 
a few  days after, the workers, 
the trade unions, wanted to 
have a meeting. They held a 
meeting despite the banning by 
the governm ent. And when the 
police came up w ith  armed 
vehicles, I understand, some of 
the vehicles were burned dow n 
by the workers. Im m ediate ly  the 
w orkers ’ leaders were arrested. 
B u t the fo llow ing  day there 
was a general s tr ike  and w ith ­
in 24 hours they were released.
W HO TH E Y  B LA M E  
FOR W AR DAN G ER

Q. A bout the cold w ar and 
the th reat of nuclear war. In  
you r trave ls through Asia, the 
USSR, China and South A m er­
ica, w ha t w ould you say is the 
general a ttitude  of the people 
towards th is constant th reat 
tha t is hanging over them?

A. The general a ttitude  o f 
the people is tha t they a ll do 
not w an t war. Both in  the So­
v ie t U nion and in  a ll of the 
countries, there is tremendous 
an ti-w a r feeling. In  a ll those 
countries, wherever I happen­
ed to discuss w ith  workers, in ­
te llectuals or any one th e ir 
a ttitude  was: the U nited States 
is d r iv in g  the w o rld  to war.

Q. Is tha t the general con­
sensus tha t the U.S. is the ag­
gressor?

A. Yes. The fee ling  wherever 
I  discussed th is was tha t A m er­
ica is try in g  to make war.
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Thanksgiving 1958
-  — 1 -  By Charles Seaman ■

B U F F A LO  — November 27 is Thanks­
g iv ing. Fam ilies gather together fo r th e ir 
tra d itio n a l sumptuous dinners. K itchens 
b ris tle  w ith  activ ities  as the fa m ilia r 
smell of golden brown tu rkey , yams, cran­
berry  sauce and pum pkin  pie spreads 
throughout the house. Stomachs are filled  
and over-filled, and contentm ent and good 
cheer nestle over the household.

B u t fo r thousands of w orkers in  the 
Buffa lo  area liv in g  on unem ploym ent 
benefits and w elfa re  checks th is  pleasant 
p ic tu re  is a dream, a com m ercial on TV, 
or an ad on a street corner b illboard . For 
them, no shopping fo r choice food in  the 
cheerfu l bustle of the holiday-crowded 
superm arket. For them, i t  is standing in 
long lines at the Masten Street A rm o ry  
fo r surplus food.

Across the street from  the A rm o ry  is 
the Buffa lo C iv ic Stadium , where often 
exuberant sports fans stand in  line  at the 
ticke t w indows w ith  much cheerfu l horse­
play. But the surplus food line  is not like  
that. I t  is a g rim  line of young and old, 
Negro and w hite , w ith  babies in  arms, and 
sm all ch ild ren cling ing , as they move 
s low ly  tow ard th e ir a llo tm en t of surplus 
food. F lou r and cornmeal, d ry  m ilk , b u t­
te r and cheese. This w i l l  make the bu lk  
o f th e ir Thanksgiv ing d inner.

“ Last year I  celebrated Thanksgiv ing 
in  the p lan t w ith  tw o tu rke y  sandwiches. 
Th is year I ' l l  be home w ith  the w ife  and 
kids and macaroni and cheese,”  said a 
young w orke r w ith  an edge of bitterness 
in  his voice.

I t ’s a tough th ing  to exp la in  to the 
k ids tha t i t  has to be macaroni and cheese 
fo r d inner w h ile  more fortuna te  neigh­
bors who are s t i l l  w o rk ing  are eating

tu rkey . I t ’s tough to expla in  tha t i t ’s not 
your fau lt, tha t you ’re strong and ready 
and able to w ork, bu t there are no jobs. 
I t ’s hard to exp la in  how day a fte r day 
of d isappointm ent at em ploym ent offices 
you begin to change inside. “ Sorry, noth­
ing r ig h t now .”  “ We haven’t called a ll 
our own men back ye t.”  Y our energy and 
enthusiasm dims and your outlook dark­
ens. B ills  p ile  up, the ren t is due; the kids 
need clothes and shoes. You can’t  make 
the check stretch. I t  seems hopeless. As a 
woman w a itin g  in  line  w ith  a small ch ild  
said, “ We ju s t finished paying off our 
hospital b ills . Now m y husband got laid 
off. Every tim e you t r y  and get off the 
floo r they k ick  you down again.”

B u t on Novem ber 27, the newspapers, 
radio and T V  w il l  sing the praises of th is 
w onderfu l land tha t has blessed its peo­
ple w ith  oppo rtun ity  and p lenty. The 
pious sermons w il l  be heard round the 
w orld . B u t the thousands of unemployed 
workers who w a it anxiously fo r th e ir 
scanty a llo tm ents know  d iffe rent. The real 
tru th  fo r them on Thanksg iv ing 1958 is 
m isery and poverty  and tom orrow  w i l l  be 
grim m er.

B u t along w ith  despair is ris ing  an 
anger, a fee ling and a knowledge tha t th is 
'doesn’t have to be, tha t the w ealth  of the 
w orld  is held by a few, and tha t the p it i­
fu l share of the w orkers in  the w o r ld ’s 
goods is being constantly reduced by the 
bosses’ fo rm u la  fo r ever-greater booty: 
“ Speed-up and lay off.”  As unem ploym ent 
increases, our anger and numbers m ount 
and w i l l  merge w ith  the g row ing forces 
of those elsewhere in  the w o rld  who are 
figh ting  fo r socialism — a social system 
w hich cherishes those who labor and pro-

'Look Back in Anger'
By L illian  Kiezel ■"

A  p lay vo ic ing the protests of Eng­
land ’s lite ra ry  group. The A n g ry  Young 
Men, is cu rre n tly  p lay ing  on Broadway. 
The p lay is “ Look Back in  A nger”  by 
John Osborne.

This is the story about a rebel w ith ­
out a cause. J im m y Porte r is a young 
man. He wants a change in  society and is 
antagonistic, rude, and abusive to anyone 
who wants to keep th ings as they are.

He hates having to w o rk  as a candy- 
store c lerk despite an education th a t f i t ­
ted h im  fo r better.

J im m y ’s hero was his fa the r who 
fough t in  the Spanish C iv il W ar in the 
th ir tie s  and re turned to England to die a 
year la te r from  wounds received there. 
He alone understood his fa ther and w hat 
he fought and died for. A  bu rn ing  desire 
consumes him  to have a cause to figh t fo r 
as his fa the r had in  Spain.

He cannot make Alison, his w ife , un­
derstand w ha t i t  is he wants out of life . 
He is convinced tha t she is bereft of 
understanding fo r his p ligh t.

A lison has m ainta ined fr ie n d ly  re la ­
tions w ith  her upper-m iddle-class fa m ily  
against J im m y ’s wishes. J im m y believes 
she is betraying h im  by so doing because 
the fa m ily  openly despises h im . The an­
tagonism between them becomes in tens i­
fied.

In  desperation A lison, though preg­
nant, decides to leave him . Her father. 
Colonel Redfern calls fo r her. The Colonel 
has served his M a jes ty ’s forces w e ll in 
Ind ia  since 1914 and has only recently  re­
turned to England. He adm its to A lison 
tha t J im m y is r ig h t to be be lligerent 
against the fa m ily  because they had trea t­
ed h im  badly. Then he sadly te lls  about 
how th ings have changed in England since 
1914 and how he can’t bear the changes. 
He fears tha t A lison is much lik e  h im self 
in  th is respect.

A lison  te lls her fa ther: “ Y ou ’re h u rt 
because everyth ing  has changed. J im m y ’s 
h u r t because every th ing  is the same and 
ne ither of you can face i t . ”

In  tu rn  the play is h u r t and weakened 
because the author does not find any 
causes in modern day England or the 
w orld  tha t are deserving o f the support 
of young w o rk ing  people.

Nevertheless, “ Look Back in A nge r” 
presents the problem  confronting  many 
w ork ing  people rea lis tica lly  and power­
fu lly . I t  depicts the psychological and 
emotional problems they face in the at­
tem pt to find a cause or a road to fo llow  
tha t w i l l  lead them out of the hum drum  
poverty  of today’s existence tow ard a bet­
te r fu tu re .

F ine performances by a ll actors en­
hance th is s tirr in g  play.

V O LU M E  X X I I

Dockmen
Protesting
Automation

New Y ork  docks were shui 
down fo r ha lf a day Nov. 18 as 
17,500 longshoremen marched 
off the piers io  profesl loss of 
jobs lo  new mechanical lech- 
niques in  ship loading.

Examples of im proved tech­
niques tha t displace dock w o rk ­
ers were cited at the protest 
meeting held at the Madison 
Square Garden. One was the 
use of “ containers" fo r fre igh t 
tha t enable a ship to be loaded 
or unloaded fifteen times faster 
than by old methods. Another 
was the use of conveyor belts 
runn ing  through the side o f the 
ship linked  to fre ig h t elevators 
in  the holds. The Grace line 
w h ich  is using th is method on 
tw o o f its  new ships wants to 
cu t the regu lar 21-man long­
shore gang to six.

Because of the new methods 
and the recession, hours w o rk ­
ed dropped on the New York 
docks from  46,000,000 in  1956 to 
42,000,000 th is year.
W A N T BEN EFITS TOO

A N.Y. Times story claimed 
the longshoremen were demand­
ing “ tha t the clock be turned 
back on autom ation.”  This isn’t 
true. W hat the In te rna tiona l 
Longshoremen’s Association is 
asking is tha t the industry 
“ share the benefits”  o f autom a­
tion  w ith  the workers.

Thomas W. Gleason, IL A  
general organizer, said he would 
enforce e ll clauses of the 1956 
contract re la ting  lo  manning 
and mechanization u n til agree­
ment was reached between the 
union and the operators on the 
use of new methods.

Another union o ffic ia l said, 
“ We w on ’t  be able to stop auto­
mation. .”  He urged, as one 
measure to share the w ork, a 
guarantee of s ix  hours o f w ork 
to a docker called on the job 
instead of the present four.

Calendar 
Of Euents

CHICAG O
Report of the N A T IO N A L  

C LE V E LA N D  CONFERENCE 
OF SO C IALISTS by the C h i­
cago delegation. Thurs., Dec. 11, 
8 P.M. Room 420 Roosevelt 
Univ., 430 So. M ichigan B lvd.

•
P H IL A D E L P H IA

M ilita n t ’s 30th A nn iversary 
Celebration. Sat., Dec. 13. 1303 
W. G ira rd  Ave. Hear Daniel 
Roberts, E d ito r, the M ilita n t, on 
“ The Road to Socialism in 
Am erica and the USSR.”  Re­
freshments 6:30 P.M., Festive 
Baked Ham D inner, 7:30; Meet­
ing, 9:00; Social evening fo l­
lows. For d inner reservations 
call SA 7-2166. Ausp.: M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.

•
T W IN  C IT IES

D O U B L E  A N N IV E R S A R Y  
C ELEBR ATIO N  — The M ilita n t 
30th A nn ive rsary  and C. R. 
H ed lund ’s 80th B irthday . Sat., 
Dec. 13, 7:30 P.M. 322 Hennepin 
Ave., Mpls. B u ffe t supper, 
speaking program , d a n c i n g ,  
door prize, enterta inm ent. Do­
nation $1. Ausp.: Socialist 
W orkers Party.

New York 
Bazaar

There w il l  be an unusually 
w ide  selection of g ift items 
at low  prices at the Annua l 
Christmas Bazaar to be held 
Saturday, Dec. 13, from  noon 
on, at 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New York.

A  p a rtia l selection includes: 
hand made leather belts, 
jew e lry , rope beads. V irg in  
Island straw  baskets, c h il­
dren ’s toys and books, w om ­
en's and children 's clothes, 
hand made aprons, hats, 
steam irons, w affle  irons, 
radios and other appliances, 
books, cosmetics, perfumes, 
ceramics, men's c lo th ing  and 
a special " th r i f t  departm ent."

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Jusl R eprinted

Bill Haywood's 
Book

The autobiography of the 
great IW W  leader.

368 pages $3.50
Pioneer Publishers 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y ork  3, N. Y.
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No Peace in  A u to

Despite the agreement reached between John S. Bugas, 
Ford vice-president, (Jeff) and U AW  Pres. W alter Reuther 
last September, and other contracts signed since, there is 
l it t le  labor peace in  the auto indus try . Even Chrysler's un ­
employed are s tr ik in g  because the company is w o rk ing  
overtim e ra ther than reh iring .

...One-Third of U.S.
(Continued from Page 1) 

C alifo rn ia  declared tha t an in ­
come of at least $5,593 a year 
—  afte r taxes — was necessary 
fo r a fa m ily  of four. Yet in  
1957, 75% of U.S. fam ilies had 
an income of less than $5,593 — 
before taxes. N early  20 m illio n  
out of 53.5 m illio n  fam ilies re ­
ceived less than $4,000.

S t i ll  at subsistence leve l are 
ha lf a m illio n  w o rk ing  farm ers 
each o f whose yearly  crop 
brings less than $2,000 — less 
production costs. The b illions 
spent in  governm ent price sup­
ports and conservation pay­
ments do these w ork ing  fa rm ­
ers l it t le  good since the p ro ­
grams are designed to benefit 
the b ig -fa rm  operators.

People over 65 try in g  to eke 
out an existence on pensions of 
$1,500 a year and less make up 
a grow ing proportion  of people 
in the lowest one th ird  income 
bracket. O ver h a lf o f the b o t­
tom th ird  are people too old or 
otherwise unable to go to w ork. 
G r e a t e r  longevity , a rb itra ry  
corporation age lim its  and 
to ta lly  inadequate pensions are 
m aking paupers o f thousands of 
older w orkers yearly.
TH E Y  WORK,
YET NEED R ELIEF

Even some w orkers s t i l l  p u t­
ting  a fu l l  day on the job  have 
to apply fo r re lie f to keep the ir 
fam ilies a live. Two and a ha lf 
m illio n  persons w o rk in g  fu ll 
tim e in  1957 earned less than 
$2,000 a year, even in some or-

ganized industries. For instance, 
tlie  Laund ry  W orkers U nion in 
W ashington, D.C., r e c e n t l y  
signed a contract pe rm itting  
wages as low  as $35 a week.

The evil of racia l d iscrim ina­
tion  is reflected in  low-wage 
statistics. T h o u g h  m ino rity  
workers comprise on ly 9% of 
the population, the ir members 
make up 20% of the bottom 
economic th ird  of the nation. 
One out of eight of the lowest 
income fam ilies in  1954 were 
headed by women, w h ile  2.5 
m illio n  single women received 
less than SLC00 a year.

In  1958 another category 
must be added to the bottom 
th ird  —  the nea rly  five  m illio n  
unemployed, m any o f whom 
have lit t le  chance of being re ­
employed in the near future. 
A  th ird  o f a m illio n  have ex­
hausted th e ir unem ploym ent 
benefits, w h ile  the average pay­
ment fo r those s t i l l  co llecting 
is $33 a week.

Despite Chamber o f Com­
merce boasting, poverty  in  the 
midst of p lenty persists in  
Am erica. In  the richest country 
in the w 'orld such pauperiza­
tion  of m illions  is both in to le r­
able and unnecessary. The labor 
movement must demand ade­
quate pensions fo r the re tired 
workers, fu l l  trade union wages 
fo r the unemployed, and a m in i­
m um  wage law  that guarantees 
every w orker and his fa m ily  at 
least the Departm ent of Health's 
m in im um  income fo r health and 
com fort.

...Abuse W. Indians
(Continued from Page 1) 

about 9 x 15. These are the 
conditions in a camp w h ich  in ­
tends io keep the B ritish  West 
Indians on a year-around basis.

“ The precise u t i l i ty  of the 
B ritish  West Indians to the 
growers is w e ll illus tra ted  by 
Tice Farms. Fourteen Puerto 
Rican w orkers were fo rm erly  
employed there, bu t a ll o f them 
qu it because they could not 
abide the liv in g  conditions.”

“ These housing conditions con­
s titu te  v io lations of even the 
inadequate New Jersey m igrant 
labor regulations, and the W ork ­
ers Defense League is presently 
preparing a report, to th is e f­
fect to the New Jersey D epart­
ment of Labor.”
PRISONERS 
OF THE GROWERS

The W D L report goes on, 
“ One o ffic ia l reports that the 
growers have gone so fa r as to 
establish ‘model’ camps fo r in ­
spection purposes, w h ile  hous­
ing the m a jo rity  of m igrant 
West Indians in hidden loca l­
ities on the ir farm s w hich do 
not bear inspection at all. It 
has also been reported that 
Long Island growers have taken 
to demanding the Im m igra tion  
perm its of th e ir B ritish  Wesl 
Indian workers, thus rendering 
them com pletely im m obile on 
the farms, since they may be 
picked up and deported w ithou t 
notice if  found anywhere w ith ­
out. im m igra tion  perm its. (At 
least, th is is what they are told 
by th e ir governm ent represen­
tatives.)

“ The governm ent of the B r it ­
ish West Indies and the Baham­
as is anxious to send its labor 
force here to counteract do­
mestic unem ploym ent. The con­
tracts signed by these workers 
provide almost none of the p ro ­
tections embodied in  M exican

and Puerto Rican m ig ran t con­
tracts. Thus, the Puerto Ricans 
have w orkm en ’s compensation 
guarantees, the B ritish  West In ­
dians do not. Puero Ricans have 
transporta tion insured under 
s tr ic t conditions, the B ritish  
West Indians do not. The Puer­
to Ricans are fed and housed 
w ith o u t deductions —  B ritish  
West Indians have $2 a week 
deducted fo r food and rent. 
Puerto Ricans are guaranteed a 
m in im um  am ount of w ork  in a 
stated time, the B ritish  West 
Indians are given no guaran­
tees. The Puerto Ricans are 
guaranteed m in im um  housing, 
and th is agreement is policed 
by active agents of the Puerto 
Rican Departm ent o f Labor. 
W hile  B ritish  West Ind ian  rep­
resentatives exist, it  is the u n i­
versal experience that they do 
not police contracts, or demand 
better conditions.
NO SOLUTION

“ A ll these d isparities add up 
to a cheaper, fa r less demand­
ing w ork  force than e ithe r na­
tive  Americans or Puerto Rican 
workers provide. H. L. M itche ll. 
President of the N ational A g r i­
cu ltu ra l W orkers Union, has 
said: ‘We do not solve the prob­
lems o f these fore ign workers 
by a llow ing  them to come to 
the United States in sizeable 
numbers and low ering  the wages 
and w o rk ing  conditions pa in­
fu lly  won by Am erican ag ricu l­
tura l w orkers.’ ”

The W D L news release con­
cludes by po in ting  out tha t the 
West Indians are perm itted to 
remain in the country a fte r the ir 
period of certifica tion has ex ­
pired, through collusion be­
tween the U.S. and Wesl In ­
dian governments so tha t they 
may be shunted about as need­
ed. a helpless pool of labor at 
the mercy of both the im m i­
gration service and the growers.

Powell Campaign 
Led Harlem in 
Blind Alley

By Ethel Bloch
Last M ay when Tam m any Boss DeSapio and Demo­

cra tic  Governor H arrim an  decided to dum p him . Congress­
man Adam  C layton Pow ell m obilized widespread support
in Harlem . This is how he ex-' 
p la ined the Democratic Party 
leadership’s move to deprive 
him  of renom ination fo r Con­
gress: “  I am being purged be­
cause obviously I am a Negro 
and a Negro should stay on the 
p lan ta tion .”  He branded De­
Sapio a "M ississippi boss”  and 
added tha t Negroes had le ft 
M ississippi to get away from  
w h ite  bosses only to find them 
in Harlem .

Powell's defiance evoked so 
much support tha t he could 
have run  as an independent 
and been re-elected to Con­
gress. Realizing th is, the Re­
publicans offered h im  the ir 
nom ination and he accepted it. 
Then in the Democratic p r i­
maries he beaf Earl B rown, the 
H arrim an and DeSapio candi­
date. This was the voters' re- 
S D o n s e  lo the figh t against 
"Massa C arm ine" and his pa rly .

But any illusions that P ow ­
ell w ould use the surge of mass 
support to break w ith  the 
Dem o-D ixieerat P arty  or even 
w ith  “ Massa C arm ine,”  were 
soon dispelled. P ow e ll’s aim 
went no fu r th e r than getting 
h im self securely ensconced in 
the party  machine he had been 
denouncing. On Oct. 7 he un ­
ashamedly announced his sup­
port fo r the en tire  Democratic 
ticke t. “ From here on the a ir 
has been cleared. We are a 
team of co-leaders. Bossism is 
finished. Bossism is no longer a 
p a rt o f the p ic tu re ,”  Powell 
told skeptical reporters.

B u t w ha t had changed in the 
Democratic Party? Had the 
M ississippi-stvle w h ite  ’ bosses 
le ft it? Had the N orthern  Dem­
ocratic P a rty  broken w ith  the 
D i x i e e r a t-Democrats of the 
South? N oth ing  had changed 
except tha t Powell had shown 
them that he had a ve ry  pow ­
e rfu l position and tha t they’d 
better make a deal w ith  h im  or 
they ’d lose th e ir hold on the 
Negro voters in Harlem .
DE SAPIO A N X IO U S  
FOR A  D E A L

Whereas before the p rim a ry  
H arrim an and De Sapio were 
all out to dum p Powell as hard 
as possible, now they were as 
anxious fo r a deal as he. Strong 
statements of support came 
from  both H arrim an and De 
Sapio in response to his state­
ment at the news conference. 
H arrim an said that he had long 
seen eye to eye w ith  h im  on 
c iv il rights matters, and De 
Sapio slated that, “ I w il l  in ­
sist and urge that he be given 
complete and fu ll sen iority  on 
a ll committees and in a ll m at­
ters as senior member of the 
House of Representatives of all 
parties in New Y ork  C ounty.”

So what were the results of 
P ow e ll’s m om entary break w ith  
the Democratic P a rty  machine? 
The genuine sentim ent of the 
Negroes in H arlem  fo r pushing 
the c iv il r igh ts  program w ith  
m ilitancy , w hich Powell seemed 
to voice fo r them, was not 
mobilized into a fight against 
the Democratic and Republican 
Parties but was frustrated. The 
Negro voters, a fte r being led to 
believe tha t they were p a rtic i­
pating in a struggle against the 
pa rly  w hich harbors the worst 
segregationists, found out in  a 
short tim e that th is was a ll a 
m aneuver and that they were 
being led back in to  the con­
fines of tha t party .

The vote reflected the en-

’ PO W ELL

suing confusion. W hat started 
as a m obiliza tion of forces end­
ed in  a d iffusion. In  1956 Pow ­
ell received 69% of the vote on 
the Dem ocratic P arty  line. This 
year he received 67% on tha t 
line— afte r u rg ing  his fo llow ers 
to vote fo r h im  on tha t line. 
A bout 24% voted fo r h im  on 
the Republican line. An in te r­
esting s ide ligh t is the L ibe ra l 
P a rty  vote. This year B iow n , 
the on ly  opponent of Powell, 
received 9% o f the vote and 
th is a fte r sta ting that he was­
n ’t going to campaign. This is 
on ly 1V'2% less than the L ib e r­
al P a rty  vote in 1956, fo llo w in g  
a strong campaign. A ll in  a ll, 
the vo ting  a lignm ents in  the 
16th D is tr ic t remained unchang­
ed, w hich underlines the fact 
tha t P ow e ll’s position led no­
where.
P O W ELL'S  RECORD

This is the th ird  tim e in re ­
cent years tha t Adam  Clayton 
Powell has shown tha t despite 
occasional m ilita n t ta lk , he is 
rea lly  interested in preserving 
the status quo. In  1955 as the 
unoffic ia l representative o f the 
U.S. governm ent to the B an­
dung Conference, the great 
g a t h e r i n g  of representatives 
from  Asian and A frica n  coun­
tries, he distorted the p icture 
o f the life  of the Am erican 
Negro, in order to pu t the U.S. 
in a favorable ligh t. Racism in 
the LT.S., he said, had a ll bu t 
disappeared and “ to be a Negro 
is no longer a stigma but ra th ­
er a m ark of d is tinc tion .”

In 1957, he tried  to ju s tify  
Eisenhower's inaction against 
Faubus. Two days before feder­
al troops were sent to L itt le  
Rock to enforce the Supreme 
C ourt’s decision against school 
segregation. Powell said. “ We 
cannot meet this crisis by force 
against force. Under no c ircum ­
stances can federal troops be 
used. This w ould . . . open the 
stopper and send Democracy 
down the dra in  fo r at least our 
generation and maybe fo rever.”

C IG AR ET AD V E R TIS E M E N T
Cigaret companies spent a 

to ta l o f $127 m illio n  to adver­
tise th e ir wares in 1957. This 

| was a 60% increase over 1953.

Local Directory
B O S T O N

B o s to n  L a b o r  F o ru m ,  2 9 5  H u n t in g -  
to n  A v e .,  R o o m  200 .
E v e ry  S u n d a y  n ig h t ,  r o u n d  ta b le  d is ­
c u s s io n , 8  P .M . R o o m  200 .

B U F F A L O
M i l i t a n t  F o ru m , 831 M a in  S t.  

C H IC A G O
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y ,  7 7 7  W . 

A d a m s , D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D

S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y  106 09  S u ­
p e r io r  A v e .,  R o o m  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen  F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT
E u g e n e  V . D ebs H a ll,  37 3 7  W o o d ­

w a rd .
L O S  A N G E L E S

F o ru m  H a ll an d  M o d e rn  B o o k  S h op , 
1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  A N  3 - 
1533. B o o k  S h o p  open M o n . 7 -9  P .M .;  
W e d . 8 -1 0  P .M .;  S a t.  12 -5  P .M . 

M IL W A U K E E  
150  E a s t  J u n e a u  A ve .

M IN N E A P O L IS
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r t y ,  322  H e n ­

n e p in  A v e .,  2 n d  f lo o r .  O pen  n o o n  to  
6 P .M . d a i ly  e x c e p t S u n d a y s .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B o x  361 , 

N e w a rk ,  N . J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r ­

s i t y  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .
O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y

P .O . B o x  341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o r u in  a n d  C a m ­

p a ig n  H d q t r s .  S o c i a l i s t  W o r k e rs  
P a r ty ,  1303 W . G ir a rd  A v e .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O
T h p  M i l i t a n t .  1145 P o lk  S t.. R m . 4. 

S a t. 1 I A  M . to  3 P .M . P h o n e  PR  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  n o  a n s w e r. V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E
6 5 5  M a in  S t., M U  2 -7 1 3 9 . L ib r a r y ,  

b o o k s to re .  C lasses  e v e ry  F r id a y  e v e ­
n in g  a t  8 P .M . O pen  H o u s e  fo l lo w in g  
a t  1 0 :3 0  P .M .

S T . L O U IS
F o r  In fo r m a t io n  p h o n e  M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

The African Pass Books
The Negro women of South A fr ica  authorized to stay in  the c ity  . . . Thus it

are conducting a heroic struggle against is p rac tica lly  impossible fo r a native who
a governm ent campaign to make them  has been liv in g  in  the c ity  ille g a lly , or
ca rry  pass books. These pass books, w h ich  who has abandoned the service of a form -
Negro men have to ca rry  at a ll times on er employer, to avoid the v ig ilance and
pain of arrest, are in te rna l passports de- supervision of the authorities. As he w ill
p r iv in g  A fricans of freedom of movement. need to w o rk  and nobody w i l l  employ
They are also labor contro l books enabl- h im , he w i l l  be caught in  a short time.

win^*0f erS”  P °^ce id e n tify  “ I f  he escapes from  the c ity  and looks
troublem akers who w ant to fo rm  un- w o rk  in  anHo lh e r loca lity  £e wU1 not

ions, object to w o rk ing  conditions and . .. . . . .  r . . .b ,, ., , get i t  because in  the pass book i t  is notdemand h igher pav as w e ll as those who b, , , , , ., • , , ,v .. shown that he is free. I f  he destroys hishave “ abandoned, i.e. had the tem erity  , , , , , i n. . . . . . . .  , , , pass book and asks fo r a new one he w il lto q u it th e ir lobs. The pass book system, r  , , , ,,.* . , J ,, , 1 , , , ’ not go far, because the pass book w il l  bew e ll know n to those who have read about b ,  ,, , , u,, . , . ,, . . 0 .r requested from  the place where he isthe Negro struggle in the U nion of South A  , , , . ., 1 .. ,. . .  & , -A . . . .  , registered and in the respective popula-A frica , also exists in m any A fr ica n  col- .. b . . .  . . . .  , 1 ,. . v  iJ tion record i t  w i l l  be shown tha t he has
onie '̂T . . . .  , ., . abandoned the em ploym ent, or any otherHere is a description of the system 1 J J, ,, . . r . . . .  i • , occurrencefrom  the po in t of v iew  of the colon ia list
police-slavemasters. We re p rin t from  A f-  “ . . . The authorities, know ing  the
rica Special Report (November) an ex- necessity fo r each type of laborer, regu-
cerpt from  a speech to the In s titu te  of late the professional inscrip tion  in  a man-
A dm in is tra to rs  of Non-European A ffa irs  ner to avoid unem ploym ent as w e ll as the
(at Durban, South A fr ica  in  1955) by lack of these un its . . . Every native  . . .
Senor Afonso Freitas, the present adm in- has an in d iv id u a l file  card where a ll oc-
is tra to r of Lourenco Marques, cap ita l of currences of in terest to his w o rk  are reg-
Mozambique, the Portuguese East A fr ica n  istered . . . A l l  registra tions . . . are corn-
colony. municated to the au thorities  of the areas

“ . . . The pass book is an in teresting  to w h ich the native belongs . . . Thus on
document because i t  provides the iden ti- any occasion, the s itua tion  of the native
fication o f the na tive  and of his depen- is known, both in  the lo ca lity  where he
dents and also contains details w h ich  may is staying, by means of an in d iv id u a l file
be of in terest to his life . I t  is a k ind  of card, and in  the adm in is tra tive  area where
biographical register of great u t i l i ty  w h ich  he has been included in  the Population
allows one in  a few  moments to know  Records, and also by the pass book w hich
everyth ing  in  connection w ith  him . . . the native m ust always ca rry  w ith  h im
For the em ployer th is  is an ex trao rd ina ry  . . . O ur native m ig ra tion  contro l system
fa c ility  . . .  No native  can ever be adm it- contributes in  an accentuated m anner
ted to w o rk  i f  he does not possess a pass towards the peace and quietness we enjoy
book or i f  the pass book does not show in th is period of ag ita tion  w h ich  A fr ica  is
c learly  tha t he is free to be employed and going through.”

The Negro Struggle


