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By Theodore Edwards
LOS AN G ELES, Nov. 1 — Recent disclosures here 

made i t  clear tha t the U.S. governm ent is g u ilty  of the 
most callous disregard of possible rad ia tion damage to 
its  own citizens as a resu lt of<- 
continu ing  nuclear tests. In  
order to beat the Oct. 31 dead­
lin e  on A-tests set by Eisen­
how er fo r the Geneva talks, the 
U.S. A tom ic  Energy Com m is­
sion rushed to complete another 
series o f test shots on its Ne­
vada ranges. In  its haste, the 
AEC chose to ignore the un­
favorable w inds tha t carried the 
resu lting  rad ia tion  over the 
th ird -la rges t c ity  in  the U.S.

On Thursday, Oct. 30, J. C. 
Rogers of the Los Angeles C ity  
health departm ent in form ed his 
superiors tha t rad ioac tiv ity  had 
increased 212% of the "m a x i­
m um  allow able concentration" 
—  double the dose the U.S. 
governm ent perm its its atomic 
w orkers to be exposed to. Near 
panic resulted among c ity  o f­
ficia ls when the high rad ia tion 
readings became know n. News 
of the fa llo u t spread qu ick ly  
and caused widespread alarm. 
W hile  police, press, radio sta­
tions, and schools were de­
luged w ith  telephone calls, 
M ayor Poulson and his aides 
closeted themselves in  his o f­
fice in  the attem pt to get 
through to some competent au­
th o r ity  in  W ashington to stop 
the tests.

W ashington responds ins tan t­
ly  to reports o f any an ti-cap ita l­
is t a c tiv ity  in  the farthest 
reaches o f the globe. But when 
the m ayor attem pted to in fo rm  
i t  tha t people in  one o f the 
largest U.S. cities were being

poisoned by rad ia tion  produced 
by the AEC, he found no one to 
ta lk  to. A fte r ge tting  no satis­
faction from  the AEC on his 
in it ia l call, he attempted to 
reach the president. B u t Eisen­
hower, it  seems, was not ava il­
able. F in a lly , Lew is Strauss, 
fo rm er head o f the AEC and 
now a W hite House aide, got 
Dr. L ib b y  of the AEC on the 
phone and a three-w ay conver­
sation took place.
PROMISE BROKEN 

The m ayor la te r reported that 
he had been assured the AEC 
was ca lling  o ff the last test. I t  
q u ick ly  became apparent tha t 
th is was not true. The Office of 
Test In fo rm a tion  in Las Vegas 
re-affirm ed tha t the shot w ould  
go off as planned. The AEC in 
a la te r statem ent from  Wash­
ington tr ied  to make lig h t of 
the whole a ffa ir by suggesting 
that there had been “ an appar­
ent m is in te rpre ta tion  o f rad io ­
a c tiv ity  readings in L .A .”

I t  is reported tha t M ayor 
Poulson almost blew  his l id  
when he learned that he had 
not won his point. “ I f  they 
make a monkey out of me, I ’m 
going to have something to 
say,”  he stormed. “ We don’t 
like  to be ta lked to lik e  c h il­
dren; i f  they shoot tha t last 
shot, there w il l  be repercus­
sions.”  The last shot was can­
celled at 11:40 p.m. on F riday, 
October 31, on ly 20 m inutes be­
fore the deadline — not be- 
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Fund Lags; Noted 
Labor Figure Writes

By George Lavan
N a t'l Fund D rive  D irector

The M il i ta n t ’s 30 th  A n n iv e rs a ry  F u n d  clim bed $1,813 
nearer its  $18,000 goal du ring  the week ending Nov. 4. 
Th is is 2% more than the Fund should receive each week, 
so i t  closes the gap by 2%. Or,*- 
from  having  been 15% behind 
schedule, we are now 13% be­
h ind  sechdule.

As every scientist knows, 13 
is an un lucky  num ber. So let's 
get away from  it  qu ick. I  shall 
leave to M ilita n t supporters the 
deduction as to w hich d irection 
th is  desired m ovem ent should 
take. I coniine m yself to  o ffe r­
ing  one observation from  m y 
ow n sad experience: It 's  easy to 
fa ll behind, bu t cripes! How 
hard to catch up!
SCOREBOARD DOINGS

This week the T w in  C ities 
crossed the thousand do lla r 
m ark, the th ird  c ity  on our 
scoreboard to do so. Every tim e 
th a t happens i t  makes a noise 
in  our office here lik e  crashing 
through the sound barrie r.
Fannie  Curran, fund d irector in 
M inneapolis - St. Paul, also 
w rites : “ We are p lanning an 
a ffa ir fo r the anniversary bu t 
I  don’t  know  ju s t w hen i t  is 
coming off. The social com­
m ittee  w il l  have to get busy 
rea l soon.”

O ther no tew orthy  develop­
ments on the  scoreboard in ­
clude the emergence of M i l ­
waukee from  the zero category 
to 35%. The paym ent was sent 
by James Boulton, SWP can­
didate fo r U.S. Senator, a few  
days before the end of the 
campaign w ith  the terse mes­

sage: “ Short-handed and busy.”
From Youngstown, O h i o ,  

where M ilita n t supporters are 
no t kept too busy in  the re­
cession-hit steel m ills  bu t are 
pu tting  in  overtim e in  the cam­
paign against the R ight-to-Scab 
amendment, came a paym ent of 
$125 and fhe message: “ We 
should be able to make the 
rest on tim e. A t  least we hope 
so.”

Chicago fund  d irector F o lle lt 
forwarded $152 w hich puts his 
c ity  at 64% and second on the 
scoreboard. From  Boston, w hich 
has been in  and out o f the 
ahead-of-schedule group, comes 
word fro m  S a lly  C onti: “ We’re 
try in g  our best to keep on tim e 
w ith  our payments.”
LA B O R  H ISTO RY

A  recen tly -a rrived  le tte r from  
Oregon had the effect of b rin g ­
ing to life  fo r me a page of 
Am erican Labor h istory. This 
le tte r read: "D ear Friends —  I 
am enclosing M . O. in  amount 
o f $3.35 fo r one year sub to 
the M ilita n t and pam phlet 
"Am erica 's  Road to Socialism ." 
I  find  the M ilita n t qu ite  in ­
fo rm a tive  and agree w ith  your 
position regarding the coming 
elections. W ish we here in  Ore­
gon could do the same as w hat 
is tak ing  place in  N . Y., San 
Francisco, Seattle and other 
places. Perhaps the day w il l  
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Socialist Ticket Makes 
Good Showing in NY Vote
More Back
Cleveland
Conference

C LEV E LAN D , Oct. 27 —  The 
Ohio Sponsoring Com m ittee fo r 
a N ationa l Am erican Socialist 
Conference today announced 
support o f the Oct. 28-30 na­
tiona l parley by the Los A n ­
geles U nited Socialist P o litica l 
A ction  Committee.

Inv ita tions  to the conference, 
which w il l  be held at the Tudor 
A rm s Hotel in C leveland, have 
been extended to unafiliated 
socialists and a ll socialist group­
ings across the country. The 
purpose o f the conference is 
to discuss the experience o f the 
various un ited socialist a c tiv ­
ities in  the Novem ber 1958 elec­
tions and to discuss the pros­
pects fo r extending and deep­
ening such a c tiv ity .

In itia to rs  of the conference, 
w h ich  has been endorsed by 
over 50 ind iv idua ls  and groups, 
are tw o  Ohioans; E ric  J. R ein­
tha ler. trade unionist and T a ft- 
H a rtley  “ conspiracy”  case v ic ­
tim , and Je rry  Gordon, a fo r ­
m er Ohio Labor Youth leader.

Am ong the conference spon­
sors are: V incent H a llinan. Ross, 
C a lif.; John T. McManus and 
Captain Hugh N. Mulzac, New 
Y o rk : Rev. Joseph P. K ing , 
Chicago; Dr. H o lland Roberts. 
W arren K . B illings  and George 
H itchcock, San Francisco; H a r­
vey O'Connor, L it t le  Compton, 
R .I.; W illia m  Applem an W il­
liams, Madison, Wise, and Jack 
W righ t, Seattle.

Detailed in fo rm ation  on the 
conference and its agenda may 
be secured by w r it in g  to E ric  
J. R einthaler, conference secre­
tary, 177 E. 316th St., W illo w - 
ick, Ohio.

The comm ittee has announc­
ed tha t contributions to assist 
w ith  the expenses o f the con­
ference are welcome. Checks 
and money orders should be 
made payable to "N a tiona l Con­
ference" at the above address.

NEW  YORK, Oct. 7 —  The 
nationa l united socialist p o lit ic ­
al action conference to be held 
in C leveland was given an im ­
portan t p u b lic ity  boost w ith  a 
p rom inently  featured news a r­
tic le  in  today’s New Y o rk  Times. 
The story is headlined, “ L e ft­
ists to W eigh U n ity  Race in 
1960 — N ational Parley o f V a r­
ious Groups Set fo r Cleveland 
— McManus is a Sponsor.”  The 
story reports the purpose o f the 
conference and some o f its p r in ­
cipal sponsors, inc lud ing  V in ­
cent H allinan, fo rm er M inne­
sota Governor E lm er A. Ben­
son, Dr. H olland Roberts and 
Rev. Joseph P. K ing . The ba l­
ance of the a rtic le  is devoted to 
a discussion of the Independent- 
Socialist campaign in New Y ork  
and a statement on i t  by John 
T. McManus.

Five Out of Six for Labor
An Editorial

One of the most heartening and in ­
s truc tive  features o f the nationa l elections 
is tha t “ righ t-to -scab”  b ills , ou tlaw ing  
the union shop, were defeated in  five of 
the six states where the measure was 
on the ballot.

P a rtic u la r ly  g ra tify in g  were the land­
slide “ no”  votes in  C a lifo rn ia  and Ohio, 
the tw o largest industria l states in w hich 
such referendums were held. Incom plete 
re tu rns from  C a lifo rn ia  pu t the count at 
1,011,778 to 616,416. In  Ohio, the b i l l  was 
swamped 1,976,298 to 1,154,385. B ig  “ no” 
votes were also ro lled  up in  W ashington 
and Colorado. In  Idaho, where there is 
not a large union movement, the measure 
was defeated by a d m a il m argin. I t  was 
on ly in  a g ricu ltu ra l Kansas tha t the re ­
actionary proposition became law.

The reports from  the states where 
“ r ig h t-to -w o rk ”  was defeated confirm  tha t 
the union movement sparked strong, w e ll 
organized campaigns w hich succeeded in 
b ring ing  record numbers of voters to the- 
polls. This was p a rticu la r ly  the case in 
Ohio and C aliforn ia .

For a long tim e  the “ experts”  have 
insisted tha t the unions can’t  get th e ir  
members to the polls and tha t even when 
they do, they can’t  get them to vote ac­
cording to union recommendations. V ic ­
tories in  working-class areas by candi­
dates opposed by the unions are cited as

cases in  point. B u t the union-led v ic tories 
over the “ r ig h t-to -w o rk ”  measures dem­
onstrate that the w orkers are ready to 
p itch  on the po litica l fie ld when they are 
presented w ith  a c lear-cut issue th a t’s 
w o rth  figh ting  on-

For example, in Ohio, union-organ­
ized register-to-vote campaigns have 
ra re ly  been more than rou tine  affairs. 
But the “ register-to-vote-no”  campaign 
th is year was responsible fo r a record- 
breaking reg istra tion  in  the state. In  the 
ensuing union campaign against the scab 
b ill,  a real grass-roots movement was 
generated w ith  an unprecedented degree 
of d irect pa rtic ipa tion  by the ranks.

When the ac tiv ities  of COPE or other 
union p o litica l arms are devoted to 
hustling  votes fo r one or another “ fr iend  
of labor”  among the cap ita lis t po litic ians, 
a large section of the m em bership w i l l  
beef at the prospect of even ge tting  up 
the custom ary do lla r con tribu tion . A c­
cum ulated experience has convinced many 
of the fact tha t usua lly  there ju s t isn ’t 
a d o lla r ’s w o rth  of difference between 
the contending cap ita lis t candidates. The 
energetic rank-and-file  response to the 
“ vote no”  campaign strong ly  suggests 
tha t when the unions put th e ir  own inde­
pendent candidates in to  the field, there 
w on ’t .b e  any problem  in m ob iliz ing  the 
active support of the membership.

Japanese, W. Germans Fighting 
To Prevent Police-State Laws

Moves tow ard re insta ting  po­
lice-state ru le  are meeting 
fierce opposition in  Japan from  
over 4.000,000 trade unionists, 
who staged ra llies, marches and 
work-stoppages throughout the 
country on Nov. 5. A t the op­
posite side of the "free w orld ," 
in  West Germany, a debate is 
raging on the pare lle l between 
au thorita rian  curbs being urged 
on tha t country by the U.S. and 
the stages of H itle r 's  rise to 
power.

The Japanese people are v io ­
le n tly  objecting to a govern­
ment-sponsored b il l  w  h i c h 
would give the police a rb itra ry  
au tho rity  to search, to disperse 
gatherings and to exercise other 
Gestapo-type powers. The Jap­
anese w orkers b itte r ly  rem em ­
ber how the police exercized 
these powers in  the pre-war 
dictatorships. To e lim ina te  “ dan­
gerous thoughts,”  police stopped 
people on the streets, o r stu­
dents on the campus, demand­
ed to sec the books and papers

they were carry ing, invaded 
homes, prevented meetings, etc., 
etc.

The Japanese unionists have 
been jo ined in figh ting  the b ill 
b y  other defenders of c iv il l ib ­
erties, p a rticu la rly  students, in ­
te llectuals and re lig ious organi­
zations. P rem ier K is h i’s reac­
tiona ry  regime, nonetheless, per­
sists in efforts to bulldoze the 
measure into law . I t  wants 
these powers to impose on the 
nation the hated rearm am ent 
program, now spotlighted by 
the new m ilita ry  negotiations 
w ith  the U.S.

Socialists tried  to keep the 
Japanese D iet from  convening 
by physica lly  barring  the Speak­
er of the House from  the leg­
is la tive chamber. The speaker's 
deputy, however, eluded the 
Socialist p icketline, declared the 
session in  order, announced a 
30-day extension fo r the ex­
press purpose of passing the 
police-state b ill, and then ad­
journed i t  — a ll w ith in  a few

minutes.
A ll D iet proceedings con tro l­

led by K ish i’s misnamed L ib e r­
al-Dem ocratic m a jo rity  are be­
ing boycotted by the Socialist 
deputies. New Y ork  Times cor­
respondent Robert T rum bu ll, in 
a ,N o v . 6 dispatch, observed 
tha t w h ile  passage of the mea­
sure in  the absence o f the So­
c ia lis t opposition w ould  be le ­
gal, i t  nonetheless “ w ou ld  be 
so unpopular as possibly to 
threaten the governing p a rty ’s 
whole p o lit ica l position.”  The 
en tire  Japanese press vigorous­
ly  opposes the police b ill and 
some of K is h i’s own pa rty  m em ­
bers have doubts, as to its ad- 
visa b ility .

In  W. Germany, M in is te r of 
the In te rio r Gerhard Schrocder 
has demanded stronger police 
powers and a C onstitu tiona l 
amendment to deal w ith  “ in ­
ternal d isorder.”  Under the 1949 
Bonn C onstitu tion, the  govern­
ment cannot suspend c iv il righ ts 
by declaring a state of emer­

gency or imposing m a rtia l law . 
Schrocder wants such d ic ta to r­
ial power allegedly fo r combat­
ting  “ com m unist subversion,”  
even though the Communist 
P a rty  is weak and v ir tu a lly  
outlaw ed in W. Germany. 
A R T IC LE  48

The Social Democrats lashed 
in to  Schroder's proposal, com­
paring i t  to the W eim ar Consti­
tu tion 's  notorious A rtic le  48 
w hich H it le r  u tilized  to set up 
the Nazi d icta torsh ip  “ lega lly .”  
Schrocder also demanded in ­
creased powers fo r W. G er­
many's “ F B I,”  inc lud ing  pow ­
ers o f arrest in  add ition to its 
present " inves tiga tive ”  au thor­
ity .

In a Nov. 6 New York Times 
dispatch from  Bonn, A rth u r J. 
Olsen points lhe finger at the 
cu lp rits : "T ha t H err Schroeder's 
proposal was in  response to re­
peated urg ing from  lhe United 
Slates, B ritish  and French gov­
ernments has been overlooked 
so fa r by his c ritics ."

First City Returns: 
Lamont — 37,992; 
McManus — 23,538

By Harry Ring
NEW  Y O R K, Nov. 5 — The new ly-form ed Indepen­

dent-Socia list P a rty  won a modest but s ign ificant vote in  
its firs t b id  fo r office. W ith  state-w ide re tu rns fo r  the
ISP not ye t available, the un-' 
o ffic ia l count fo r New Y o rk  
C ity  credits i t  w ith  these votes: 
37,972 fo r U.S. Senatorial candi­
date Corliss Lam ont; 23.538 fo r 
John T. McManus and Annette  
T. Rubinstein, candidates fo r 
Governor and L t.-G overnor; 27,- 
096 fo r Hugh N. Mulzac, candi­
date fo r C om plro lle r; 25,322 fo r 
Scott K . Gray, Jr., candidate 
fo r A tto rney  General,

Since rad ica l tickets have 
consistently won the great b u lk  
o f the ir state-w ide vote in  New 
Y ork  C ity , there is l i t t le  pros­
pect tha t the upstate re turns 
w il l  g ive the ISP the 50,000 
votes fo r its G ubernatoria l can­
didate th a t i t  had fough t to 
w in . This target had been set 
because 50,000 votes fo r  G over­
nor in New Y o rk  au tom atica lly  
assures a place on the ba llo t 
fo r at least fo u r years. A lthough 
short of th is  m ark, the ISP vote 
is the largest polled by any 
socialist ticke t in  New Y ork  
since the 1930’s.
A G A IN S T  B IG  ODDS

The fig h t fo r  the 50,000 votes 
waged by the four-m onth-o ld  
coa lition of socialist groupings 
and independents who consti­
tu te the ISP was an impressive 
performance in  the face o f big 
odds. The state Dem ocratic m a­
chine, run  by Carm ine DeSapio, 
d id everyth ing  in  its  power to 
keep the ISP o ff the ba llo t, and, 
fa ilin g  in tha t objective, to de­
lay its  certifica tion  u n til the 
last possible moment. The court 
reversal o f DeSapio’s re jection 
of the ISP petitions was a m a­
jo r  v ic to ry . B u t the overhead 
cost was heavy.

The last of three court de­
cisions p u tting  the ISP on the 
ba llo t was not handed down 
u n til ten days before the elec­
tion . M eanw hile the ISP forces 
— and funds — had been large­
ly  d iverted from  actual cam­
paigning to the necessary legal 
baffle. The num ber o f cam­
paigners and financial support­
ers recru ited  were substantia l 
bu t w ould  have been consider­
ably larger i f  the question m ark 
over the ticke t's  ba llo t status 
had not dominated the firs t six 
weeks of the campaign.

M any o f the experienced cam­
paigners, p a rticu la rly  those who 
had previously been active in 
the Am erican Labor P a rty , are 
also convinced th a t the ticke t 
w ou ld  have come closer to the
50.000 m ark i f  the Com m unist 
pa rty  leaders, instead o f v io le n t­
ly  opposing the campaign, had 
perm itted th e ir supporters to 
jo in  it. W hile  the CP leaders 
proved unable to take any sig­
n ifican t num ber o f votes away 
from  the ticke t, th e ir support 
w ould undoubtedly have added 
to the count.

But the CP lops, despite 
strong opposition from  then- 
ranks, sham efu lly  persisted in  
supporting cold w a rrio r H a rr i-  
man, ra ther than the ISP. The 
fina l pre-election ed ito ria l in 
the Nov. 2 W orker declared: 
"The Independent-Socialist t ic ­
ket on ly adds to the Rockefel­
le r threat. . . .  a vote fo r M c­
Manus despite the p a rty ’s odd 
claim  to be the ‘only union 
label tic ke t’ , . . w ou ld  in no 
w ay help labor and its allies 
and in fact w ould harm  the 
fight to defeat Rockefe ller and 
to prom ote independent p o lit i­
cal action.”

Despite a ll obstacles, the In ­
dependent-Socialists mounted a 
ha rd -h itting  and exc iting  ten- 
day d rive  a fte r its ba llo t v ic ­
tory. In  a m atte r of days, the 
campaigners put out a m a iling  
of 100,000 pieces o f lite ra tu re  
and d is tribu ted  an additiona l
50.000 in key working-class d is­
tricts.

One group of ISP supporters 
raised a special $1,000 fund fo r

CORLISS LA M O N T  (top) 
and JOHN T. M cM AN US

an impressive three-colum n ad­
vertisem ent in  the New Y o rk  
Times. A  s im ila r ad was placed 
in the New Y o rk  Post by  the 
Independent Citizens Committee 
fo r D r. Lam ont.

The campaign made a deep 
im pact on the radical movem ent 
and activ ized add itiona l sup­
porters da ily . W hile  the in fa n t 
movem ent d id  no t possess the 
resources to w in  a decisive sec­
tion  of the protest vote, w h ich  
iro n ica lly  appears to have gone 
to Rockefeller, there is no ques­
tion  bu t tha t the campaign had 
a strong, beneficial effect on the 
New Y o rk  radical com m unity.

On election n ight, the ISP 
headquarters was jam m ed w ith  
campaign workers. M any were 
seasoned veterans o f the v a r i­
ous radical tendencies. A  h igh 
percentage were youth, many 
pa rtic ipa ting  in th e ir firs t cam­
paign. Conversations w ith  them  
made i t  apparent tha t v ir tu a lly  
a ll o f them fe lt they had waged 
a figh t w ith  im p lica tions fa r be­
yond Nov. 4 and N ew Y o rk  — 
tha t w hat they had done w ou ld  
help un ite  and re -bu ild  the so­
c ia lis t movement across the 
country.
'A R E A L B E G IN N IN G '

As m id n ig h t approached, ISP  
chairm an H enry Abram s made 
a b rie f speech. “ W hatever the 
vote may be,”  he said, “ we ac­
complished a lo t in  th is  cam­
paign. We proved tha t socialists 
of various v iew po in ts can ham ­
m er out a common election p la t­
form  and w o rk  together on it.

"B y  our m agnificani ba llo t 
v ic to ry  we deall a solid b low  
to the DeSapio machine. And 
most im portan t, we acquainted 
m illions  w ith  our program for 
jobs, peace and rights. We owe 
thanks to our candidates and to 
the loya l, ha rd -w ork ing  cam­
paigners who put a ll they had 
in to  the figh t w ith o u t any in ­
terest in  special recognition or 
g lo ry. F i l ly  thousand votes or 
no, we've made a real begin­
n ing ."
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Final Election Rally 
Of New York l-SP 
Hears Rockwell Kent

NEW  YO RK, Ocl. 30 — “ Comrades”  — the hearty 
applause th is  tra d itio n a l socialist sa lu ta tion evoked each 
tim e  it  was used, summed up the s p ir it of the Indepen­
dent - Socialist w in d  - up rally*-
here tonight where 800 persons 
enthusiastica lly greeted addres­
ses by the candidates and ap­
peals fo r  support o f the ticke t 
by three prom inent figures.

"H ow  does a man who is not 
a po litic ian  greet his audience/' 
said w orld-fam ed a rtis t Rock­
w e ll Kent, "Comrades — that's 
fine ! R ockefe ller and H arrim an 
can greet their's , 'Fe llow  capi­
ta lis ts, we've made a god-aw ful 
mess o f th is  w o rld  we're ru n ­
n in g / "

The Rev. W illia m  H oward 
M elish, who won w ide adm ira­
tion  fo r  his stubborn fight 
against the w itch -h u n t cam­
paign to d rive  h im  from  his 
parish, chaired the ra lly . He 
was introduced by ISP C ha ir­
man H enry Abram s, as a man 
who has been a socialist since 
his student days as chairm an 
o f the H arvard  Socialist Club. 
D r. M elish hailed the “ rem ark­
able achievem ent”  o f the ISP 
in  w in n in g  a ba llo t place. H it ­
tin g  a t' the w a r d rive  and the 
vio la tions of c iv il libe rties  and 
c iv il rights, he declared “ many 
o f us w ant a vehicle to express 
our feeling tha t these things 
m ust end im m ediate ly. I t  is a 
tim e  not fo r  apathy b u t fo r 
outspoken a c tiv ity  and m ili­
tancy.”

Mrs. C harlo tta  Bass, 1952 
Progressive P a rty  V ice-Presi­
dentia l candidate and p rom in ­
ent c iv il r igh ts  fighter, congrat­
u la ted  the ISP as “ rea lly  fig h t­
in g  fo r peace,”  and declared, 
“ Sixteen m illio n  Negro people 
are tired  o f being deceived by 
those who te ll us they are our 
friends —  by statesmen w ho 
preach peace and practice w ar. 
We’re more concerned w ith  
M ississippi than Quemoy or 
M atsu.”
USSR W ANTS PEACE

Dem anding an end to the 
cold w ar, Corliss Lam ont, ISP 
Senatorial candidate, said, “ I ’ve 
been c ritica l o f c iv il libe rties  
in  the Soviet Union —  critica l 
o f its  treatm ent o f Boris Past­
ernak, bu t the Soviet Union 
wants peace and we can’t le t 
its  m istakes in  domestic or fo r ­
eign po licy  in te rfe re  w ith  
achieving in te rna tiona l peace.”

“ I ’m  in  good health,”  Dr. 
Lam ont to ld  the applauding 
audience, “ and I ' l l  figh t fo r  the 
rest of m y life  fo r the aims of 
th is  socialist p a rty !”

That the ra lly  was ready to 
Support a ligh ting  socialist 
m ovem ent was demonstrated 
when i t  responded to a financial 
appeal by  Dr. Annette  T. R ub­
inste in, candidate fo r L t. G ov­
ernor, w ith  a con tribu tion  of 
$1,179.30.

“ This campaign has proved 
its w o rth  a lready,”  said guber­
na to ria l candidate John T. M c­
Manus. “ I t  was on ly the Inde­
pendent-Socialist P a rty  tha t d is­
cussed the issue of peace in

Russia 1917 and America 1958

th is  campaign. Where else has 
i t  been discussed? In  what 
o ther party? The Democrats? — 
Not a chance! The Republicans? 
— They look the other w ay.”

P o in ting  to the ISP record 
on c iv il rights, McManus said, 
“ Take the case of M orton So- 
bell, who else is ready to stand 
up fo r him? . . . No m atte r 
w hat arguments are made about 
the fe a s ib ility  of w o rk in g  in  
the tw o parties, these issues 
are being swept under the rug 
by both parties. They must be 
brought out i f  the Am erican 
people are to be free.”
SEEKS C LIE N T

Scott K. G ray, candidate fo r 
A tto rney  General, to ld  the ra lly  
he was “ seeking a c lient.”  “ I ’m 
asking you to elect me as your 
attorney. The A tto rney  Gener­
a l’s office has tra d it io n a lly  been 
the defender o f vested interests. 
But when the Independent-So­
c ia lis t P a rty  takes over, i t  w il l 
be filled  w ith  people who look 
beyond property  righ ts  to the 
defense o f the righ ts  o f the 
people.”

Messages were read to the 
ra lly  from  Captain Hugh N, 
Mulzac, candidate fo r Comp­
tro lle r, who was prevented from  
attending by illness, and from  
I. F. Stone, who had endorsed 
the ticke t in  his Newsletter.

In  a vigorous and e loquently 
delivered attack on the cap ita l­
ist tw o -pa rty  system and those 
who advocate support of it, 
Rockwell K en t declared, “ When 
you vote fo r the Republicans 
and Democrats, you vote fo r 
the cold w ar, the testing of 
nuclear bombs, the spending of 
h a lf a hundred b illio n  dollars 
fo r w ar, fo r  a system tha t 
breeds unemployment. Le t us— 
each o f us —  no t make tha t 
m istake.”
KEEP IT  UP

“ I agree so w hole heartedly 
w ith  the Independent-Socialist 
program ,”  he said, “ Keep i t  on 
the ballo t. Increase its strength 
u n til i t  engulfs a ll A m erica !”

Describ ing his lo u r of the 
Soviet Union, he said he was 
u tte r ly  convinced th a t the Sov­
ie t people wanted peace and 
w ould never le t any govern­
ment lead them in to  a w ar of 
aggression.

In  a rousing conclusion around 
the theme o f the Soviet-U.S. 
sate llite  com petition, he said 
the U.S. was a “ cheap sport”  
about the Soviet sa te llite  as 
was the Soviet U nion about its 
Nobel p rize -w inn ing  author, 
Pasternak. B u i, he continued, 
"W e aren’t going to take the ir 
spu tn ik  v ic to ry  ly in g  down. 
We're going to bu ild  a bigger 
and bette r one and not w ith  a 
sweet l i t t le  dog in  it.  W e're go­
ing  to pu t John Foster Dulles 
in  our next one, shoot h im  into 
outer space and keep h im  
th e re !"

By Joseph Hansen
Socialists in  the U nited Slates 

are able to celebrate the 41st 
anniversary of the October 1917 
R evolution w ith  the brightest 
hopes in  decades fo r the im ­
mediate fu tu re .

The changeover from  cap ita l­
ism to the superior system of 
socialist planned economy was 
begun in  p o lit ic a lly  advanced, 
bu t in d u s tria lly  backward, Rus­
sia. The leaders o f the Russian 
R evolution believed tha t th is  
m ig h ty  changeover, w hich w ill 
make possible a un ited  w o rld  
brotherhood, w il l  fin a lly  be com­
pleted in  in d u s tria lly  advanced, 
bu t p o lit ica lly  backward, A m er­
ica.

W hile  the Russian workers 
have accomplished m i r a c l e s  
since 1917 in catching up in ­
d u s tr ia lly  w ith  the latest scien­
tific  advances, both qua lita tive ly  
and quan tita tive ly , the A m e ri­
can w orkers have not done so 
w e ll in  catching up p o lit ica lly .

Odd as it  m ay seem to one 
unacquainted w ith  the facts, a 
m ajor obstacle to th is  has been 
the leadership o f the Commu­
n is t Party, Which even in  the 
cu rren t election insisted on 
ta ilin g  the Dem ocratic machine. 
REGROUPM ENT 

B u t in  1958 a decisive change 
—  a regrouping o f forces —  
took place among those ele­
ments who seek to la y  the 
groundw ork fo r a mass social­
ist movem ent in  Am erica. Im ­
portant forces, inc lud ing  the 
N ational Guardian and una f­
filia ted  socialists, rejected the 
Com m unist P a rty ’s arguments 
against engaging in  socialist 
electoral a c tiv ity . Basing them ­
selves on the p rinc ip le  of non­
exclusion, they also disregarded 
the Com m unist P a rty ’s fu lm i-  
nations against establishing a 
coalition w hich included mem­
bers o f the Socialist W orkers 
Party.

The response to th is  im por­
tan t developm ent was evident 
th roughout the p o lit ica l van 
guard. Members o f the Com­
m unist P arty  saw th a t i t  was 
possible to oppose the policies 
o f bureaucrats o f the Foster 
type w ith o u t becoming an ti- 
Soviet. In  fac t many o f them  
came to realize that un ited so­
c ia lis t e lectoral a c tiv ity  offers 
an im portan t means fo r defend­
ing the socialist conquests in 
the Soviet U nion as w e ll as 
b ring ing  dram atic a tten tion  to 
such issues as the struggle fo r

A rch ite c ts  o f  the Russian R evo lu tion

V . I. Len in  (1) and Leon T ro tsky. They shared the leadership of the 1917 Russian Revo­
lu tio n  tha t brought h istory 's firs t w orkers ' state in to  being jus t 41 years ago th is  week. For 
years p rio r to the revo lu tion , the Bolshevik P a rty  resisted strong pressures to enter in to  
coalitions w ith  the libe ra l w ing  of the Russian cap ita lis t class. Len in  and T ro tsky 's  consistent 
refusal to  water down the ir socialist program  paved the way fo r the ten days of 1917 tha t 
continue to shake the w orld .

Boris Pasternak's 
Controversial 
Prize Novel

peace, c iv il  libe rties  and a n ti­
depression measures.

A fte r the disheartening ex­
perience of Khrushchev's reve­
lations at the Tw entie th  Con­
gress and the continuous crisis 
in  the Com m unist P a rty  since 
then, the appearance of the 
U nited Independent - Socialist 
coa lition  offered new hope to 
these th in k in g  members of the 
Com m unis! P a rly .

M any progressives and inde­
pendents, unprepared to accept 
socialism as they understand it, 
nevertheless hailed the new de­
velopm ent as a welcome a lte r­
native to the undignified, w eari­
some, and fru s tra tin g  business 
of try in g  to influence the Re­
publican and Democratic ma­
chines.

To members o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party, who fo r decades 
fought in  isolation fo r the 
class-struggle princip les tha t 
guided the Russian w orkers to 
success 'in  October 1917, the 
new regroupm ent of forces in  
the Am erican rad ica l move-

rr.ent was extrem ely hearten­
ing. They demonstrated th e ir 
appreciation o f th is develop­
ment by con tribu ting  th e ir 
m axim um  o f energy and self- 
sacrifice, to help w in  the U nited 
Independent-Socialist tic k e t its 
r ig h tfu l place on the N.Y. b a l­
lot.
ELSEW HERE TOO

In  other areas o f the coun­
try , too, SWPers were in  the 
fo re fron t o f efforts to duplicate 
and extend w hat had been ac­
complished in New Y ork  in  
find ing a r e a s  of agreement 
among socialists and indepen­
dents that w ould make un ited  
action possible.

Two facts were most s ig n ifi­
cant: (1) The dem onstration of 
the capacity of socialists and 
independents to get together 
despite im portan t differences. 
(2) The demonstration of the 
incapacity o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  leadership to break up 
the coa lition despite some ra ther 
strenuous efforts to do so.

From  these facts we can con­

clude tha t the Com m unist P arty  
is no longer capable o f b lock­
ing independent socialist p o lit i­
cal action —  the basic premise 
fo r rea liz ing  in th is country the 
great goal o f the October 1917 
Revolution. We can also con­
clude tha t the increasing num ­
ber o f radicals w o rk in g  fo r so­
c ia lis t regroupm ent and inde­
pendent p o lit ica l action consti­
tu te  an im portan t ingred ien t in  
overcom ing the p o lit ica l back­
wardness o f the Am erican w o rk ­
ers.

I t  is qu ite  true  tha t we are a 
great distance from  our goal 
of a socialist Am erica. B u t 1958 
m arked a successful step fo r ­
ward. O ur job  now is to take 
the nex t step —  to extend 
united socialist a c tiv ity  on a 
na tion-w ide scale in  1960.

The great Russian socialist 
leaders o f 1917, we th in k , w ould 
have wished us w e ll in  accom­
p lish ing  th is assignment, fo r it  
is an essential stage in the h is­
to ric  process w hich they fo re ­
saw w ould end in  Am erica.

... L.A. Drenched by A-Test Fallout

Gift Sub Plan Sends 
Militant to New Areas

By Karolyn Kerry
Subscription Campaign D irector

In  the three-week period since the M ilita n t launched 
its  C lub Subscription P lan we have received a to ta l of 
152 renewals and new subscriptions from  friends and 
supporters th roughout the c o u n - * ^  from  Puert0 Ric0 and one

from  Canada.
W hat th is signifies is tha t 

M ilita n t supporters have been 
buying  our 6-for-5 C lub Sub­
scrip tion Books and sending in  
subs fo r  friends and re latives 
liv in g  in  various parts of the 
country.
5 W IL L  GET YOU 6

We tru s t tha t a ll our friends 
and supporters w i l l  seek to em­
ulate th is example. B uy  a book 
o f s ix  M ilita n t subscription 
blanks fo r five dollars. Use one 
to renew you r own sub and 
send five com plim entary subs 
to you r friends. Introduce the 
paper in  areas no t now  covered 
by the M ilita n t. Spread the 
w ord th a t here is a paper tha t 
has become the foremost cham­
pion o f the m ovem ent fo r 
U nited Socialist P o litica l Ac­
tion. O rder your C lub Sub­
scrip tion  Books today.

Jo in  in  com m em orating Ihe 
30th A nn ive rsary  o f The M i l i ­
tan t by  expanding the c ircu la ­
tion  of fhe on ly  revo lu tionary  
socialist w eek ly  in  the U nited 
Steles today. W rite : Business 
Office, The M ilita n t, 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place, New Y ork  3, N.Y.

try .
This is an excellent beginning 

considering th a t many of our 
supporters have been deeply in ­
vo lved in election campaign ac­
t iv it ie s  and unable to concen­
tra te  on expanding the c ircu la ­
tio n  o f the M ilita n t. Now tha t 
the election re turns are in  we 
look fo rw ard  to a rap id  acceler­
ation o f the  d rive  to boost the 
c ircu la tio n  o f our paper.

O P T IM IS T IC
We believe tha t D e tro it speaks 

fo r  the rest o f the country when 
they w rite : "W e are not yet in  
fu l l  sw ing in  th is  d rive  in  the 
sense tha t m ob iliza tion  fo r sub- 
g e ttin g  are no t yet underw ay. 
We are w ind ing  up our election 
campaign and are as ye t too 
busy w ith  related activ ities. The 
fe w  subs gotten so fa r have 
been gotten at our forum s and 
a t d is tribu tions  w ith  l i t t le  e f­
fo r t, We are now  more o p ti­
m is tic  about being able to sur­
pass our o rig in a l quota." As a 
measure o f th e ir fu tu re  in te n ­
tions s ix subs from  the D e tro it 
area accompanied th is  note.

One o f the most heartening 
¡aspects o f ou r campaign thus 
fa r has been the num ber o f new 
subscriptions received fro m  sec­
tions o f the coun try  new to the 
M ilita n t. N ew subscriptions have 
come in  from  such disparate 
areas as Bangor, Maine, and 
Pensacola, F lorida, from  the 
Eastern Seaboard to the Pacific 
Coast, from  the Deep South to 
the  Canadian Border, inc lud ing

STOCK OW NERSHIP
The m yth  that p rosperity  has 

spread stock ow nership among 
w orkers has been disproved by 
figures appearing in  the A m e ri­
can Economic Review. In  1930 
there were between nine and 
11 m illio n  shareholders. In  
1956, w ith  a la rger population, 
there were on ly  8.6 m illio n .

( Continued from  Page 1) 
cause o f Poulson, bu t because 
o f “ unfavorable w eather condi­
tions”  fo r the balloon-carried 
atom ic device. Poulson and the 
citizens o f Los Angeles had 
m ere ly been getting  the ru n ­
around in  Washington.

I f  M ayor Poulson objected to 
being treated lik e  an in fa n t by 
Washington, th is  d id  not stop 
h im  from  dealing w ith  his own 
electorate in  a s im ila r manner. 
The w ord  w ent out to p lay 
down the h a rm fu l effects o f the 
rad ia tion. There is no cause fo r 
alarm , the mayor announced. 
He was concerned th a t the 
K ie m lin  could use reports of 
the heavy fa llo u t over L .A . The 
Russians at Geneva w ou ld  tu rn  
to McCone, AEC Commissioner, 
and say “ Look, you don’t even 
care about you r ow n people.”  
A ll  the public in fo rm ation  media 
therefore im m ediate ly reassured 
everyone th a t the rad ia tion  was 
not dangerous. The m ayor drew  
an analogy: “ I f  I  go in to  a 
deep-freeze u n it and bring  out 
a package o f meat, I  w on’t suf- 
fe i any a ilm ent. B u t i f  I  stay 
there fo r tw o weeks i t  could be 
serious.”

Scientists were lined  up to 
bolster the o ffic ia l pooh-poohing

o f the rad ia tion  levels. The 
A E C ’ s “ m axim um  allow able 
concentrations”  of rad ioac tiv ity  
were decried as qu ite  low , w ith  
a big safety factor. Even a 212% 
reading was declared safe. 
Everyone was assured th a t i t  
w ould  take months o f such high 
exposure before any physical 
harm  resulted. C arried along by 
th e ir own mom entum, c ity  o f­
ficia ls poured fo rth  a to rren t of 
such balderdash. Even the Los 
Angeles M irro r-N ew s observed 
e d ito ria lly  that i f  m axim um  
lim its  were meaningless, and 
overexposure hai'mless, w h y  
then had such lim its  been set? 
—  A  good question!
" I  C AN ’T S AY  IT "

Some scientists p u t tru th  
above the needs o f the eold 
war, however. Professor Salt- 
man o f the U n ive rs ity  o f South­
ern C a lifo rn ia  said: “ I ’d lik e  to 
say something to re lieve the 
pub lic  m ind  about the dangers 
o f th is high ra d io a c tiv ity  level. 
B u t I can’t  say it. I  don’t  th in k  
the pub lic  m ind should be re­
lieved. Radiation exposure, we 
know, is a cum ula tive  th ing. 
W hat happens today we have 
always w ith  us . . .  is never —  
I  repeat —  never erased, from  
the standpoint o f genetic dam-

NEW YORK
E lin o r F e rry , leading c iv il 

liberties fighter, speaks on “ The 
F B I —  Perm anent P o litica l Po­
lice.”  F riday, Nov. 14, 8 PM, 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place (at 13th 
St.) C ontrib . 50 cents. Auspices 
M ilita n t Labor Forum.

•
Dr. Annette  T. R ubinstein an­

nounces tw o short pre-ho liday 
courses, Mondays: Nov. 10- 
Dec. 8; Tuesdays: Nov. 11- Dec. 
9, Penthouse 10 A , 59 W . 71 St., 
SC 4-3233.

M O ND AYS, 8-10 P.M. 
Shakespeare's P o litica l Themes
Nov. 10: Shakespeare &  B ou r­

geois R evolution.
Ncv. 17: A u th o r ity  &  Responsi­

b ility .
Nov. 24: Tudor “ absolutism by 

consent.”
Dec. 1: Free Trade &  Human 

E qua lity .
Dec. 8: D icta torsh ip  &  Treason.

TUESDAYS, 8-10 P.M.
F ive  Generations of Y outh  in  

Revolt
Nov. 11: A r t  fo r A r t ’s Sake &  

the English “ decadents”  o f 
1890.

Nov. 18: Bohemian R ebellion in  
Chicago &  G reenwich V illage 
before 1914.

Nov. 25: The “ lost generation”  
a fte r W orld  W ar I.

Dec. 2: A r t  fo r c ritic ism ’s sake 
—  our academic “ new  critics  
and w rite rs .”

Dec. 9: The Beat Generation, 
The A n g ry  Young Men &  
E x istentia lism .
$1.50 single lecture.
$4.00 series o f five.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Socialist 
Workers Party

W HAT IT  IS — 
W HAT IT  STANDS FOR

By Joseph Hansen 
54 pages 25 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y.

age.”  The biochem ist then po in t­
ed to the great need fo r  ending 
fo rever “ the dangerous and 
deadly testing and fir in g ”  of 
nuclear devices.

O ther scientists noted tha t 
fa llo u t is breathed in  through 
nose and m outh and remains in 
the body. Thus, even i f  the 
rad ia tion  levels in  the a ir de­
crease th is  does not necessarily 
mean a corresponding decline 
o f rad ia tion  inside the body fo r 
those who inhaled poisoned air. 
Hew m any cases o f leukem ia, 
bone-cancer, and deformed ba­
bies the recklessness of the 
AEC in  its recent series o f tests 
w il l  produce, w i l l  never be 
know n.

On Thursday n ig h i, October 
30, a pub lic  meeting under the 
auspices of the Los Angeles 
U nited Socialist Committee sent 
telegrams to Eisenhower and 
the AEC protesting the fa llou t 
and ca lling  fo r a ha lt to the 
tests. An aroused c itizenry  here 
in  L .A . and a ll over the U.S. 
must protest th is latest outrage. 
The labor movement should 
lead the struggle. Atmosphere- 
po llu ting  tests of nuclear wea­
pons must be ended perm anent­
ly !

A d v e r t is e m e n t

LOS ANGELES 

Double 
Anniversary 

Banquet
41 years of the 

Russian Revolution 
30 years of 

The Militant
speakers

James P. Cannon
N at’l Chairm an, Socialist 

W orkers P a rty

Arne Swabeck
W rite r fo r In te rna tiona l 

Socialist R e v ie w  
Veteran o f the 

labor m ovem ent

Saturday, Nov. 15 
7 P.M.

Forum  H a ll 
1702 E. 4th St- 
C on tribu tion  $1.75

-: Reservations :- 
A N  9-4953 or NO 3-0387

Seattle ULSP 
Fights Against 
‘Right-to-Scab’

The U nited L ibera ls and So­
cialists P a rty  in  the state of 
W ashington has played an ac­
tive  role in  m ob iliz ing  pub lic  
opinion against the R igh l-lo - 
W ork amendment. In itia tiv e  No. 
202 on the ba llo t. U L& S  can­
didates, Jay Sykes fo r the U.S. 
Senate. Jack W righ t and Jerry  
B a rre tt fo r ih e  Stale Senate 
and Clyde C arter fo r  Stale 
Representative, have empha­
sized the need to defeat 202 
throughout th e ir campaigns.

U L& S  forces took the lead in 
fru s tra tin g  a move to m is in ­
fo rm  Seattle’s Negro comm un­
ity  on the misnamed R igh t-to - 
W ork measure.
B A IT  OFFRED

A  "m am m oth mass m eeting”  
was called by the “ M inu te  Men 
fo r Freedom and 202”  fo r Oct. 
27 in one o f Seattle’s Negro 
churches.

U L& S  candidates alerted the 
com m unity  and labor move­
ment and exposed the r ig h t- to - 
scab forces. A  num ber o f m in ­
isters had signed a lea fle t on 
m isrepresentations t h a t  the 
meeting was to be a debate and 
tha t th e ir signing was not nec­
essarily a sponsoring o f 202. 
Because of th is  and pressure 
from  th e ir congregations, fo u r 
m in isters repudiated th e ir  s ig­
natures on the pro-202 leaflet 
and signed a call fo r an anti- 
202 meeting Nov. 3 at the P ro ­
gressive M issionary B a p t i s t  
Church. Th is ca ll was signed 
by 12 clergymen and 22 other 
prom inent figures in  the Negro 
com m unity, inc lud ing  C lyde 
Carter, the U L& S  candidate fo r 
Stale Representative in  the 33rd 
d is tric t.
PUT QUESTIONS

As a result o f the socialists’ 
a c tiv ity , the “ M inute  M en’s”  
ra lly  confronted a pro-labor 
audience. Person a fte r person 
rose to pu t embarrassing ques­
tions to the speakers. A  long­
shoreman, fo r example, over 
the repeated in te rrup tions of 
the chairm an asked i f  202 
w ould  destroy the type o f union 
contract enjoyed by his local. 
To ld  i t  w ould  not, the long­
shore w o rke r then read from  
In itia tiv e  202 a clause specific­
a lly  ou tlaw ing  the union rights 
in question. The chairman 
thereupon declared th a t no 
statements w ould  be perm itted  
from  the floor. This caused most 
of the audience to w a lk  out. 
Outside they held an in fo rm a l 
conference on ways to bu ild  up 
the anti-202 ra lly .

DOCTOR ZH IV A G O . By Boris
Pasternak. New Y ork : Pan­
theon Press, 1958, 559 pp.,
$5.00.

On one score a ll objective 
c ritica l opinion o f th is  w o rk  
must be unanimous. I t  is the 
most distinguished novel to 
émerge from  Russia in a gen­
eration. In  v iew  o f the sad 
state o f Russian le tters these 
past years th is  assertion may 
w e ll appear to be dam ning w ith  
fa in t praise. N oth ing  could be 
fu rth e r from  the tru th , for, in 
my opin ion, Dr. Zhivago is a 
subtle and m oving w ork , con­
ceived in the glorious trad ition  
o f the Russian novel and fa ith ­
fu l to its classical question 
“ W hat m ust I do?”  (the aes­
the tic  counterpart to  the great 
question o f Russian politics, 
“ W hat is to  be done?’’).

TH E C O N FLIC T
A t the core o f th is  novel lies 

a conflic t o f t ru ly  heroic p ro ­
portions. Zhivago is a classical 
trag ic figure — in te llec tua l, a 
poet-physician, and a C hris tian  
fo r whom  “ A m  I  m y brother's 
keeper?”  is the essence of the 
gospels. Though not an active 
po litica l, when the revo lu tion  
does occur, Zhivago supports 
and actua lly  partic ipates in  the 
soviets. A  non-Bolshevik, he 
nevertheless accepts the revo lu ­
tion  as inev itab le  and neces­
sary.

B u t in  those b itte r  early  
years, when the revo lu tion  
could not fu lf i l l  a ll o f its heroic 
promise, the conflic t between 
his C hris tian  hum anist expec­
tations and the ug ly  restricted 
re a lity  proved too much fo r 
Zhivago. The excesses, the de 
privations, the b ru ta l necessi­
ties o f revo lu tion  in a back­
w ard land master his hopes 
Despite the general hum an ity  
o f even the most p r im itiv e ly  
barbarous among the Bolshe 
v iks (Pam phil), the conviction 
grows w ith in  h im  tha t the rev 
o lu tion  in practice is s im ply 
replacing one barbarism  w ith  
another. Upon w h ich  he breaks 
w ith  the revo lu tion , in  a m o­
ment when such a break is 
tantam ount to a break w ith  
society itse lf, and returns to his 
p rim a ry  concerns in  personal 
and in te llec tua l life . A t a m om ­
ent in  h is to ry  when po litica l 
disengagement was impossible, 
Zhivago's course .(so a lien to 
his best self, his C hris tian  com 
m ittm en t to others) can have 
on ly  trag ic consequences. The 
abandonment o f his hopes and 
his place, the re jection of po li 
tics, at th is  juncture , by one 
who is in  the deepest sense po­
lit ic a l, destroys him .

B u t the tragedy is no t Zh i 
vago’s alone. For we have long 
understood that the occurrence 
o f tha t firs t w orkers ’ revo lu ­
tion  in backward Russia had 
its trag ic dimensions as w e ll as 
its heroic ones. A  society, whose 
h is to rica l premise is the poten­
tia l abundance created by cap­
ita lis t evo lu tion, was in itia ted  
in an in d u s tr ia lly  backward

A d v e r t is e m e n t
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peasant land —  and on ly  a fte r 
three years of devastating c iv il 
w ar. U nder-such circumstances, 
the patience, the tolerance, the 
humanism organic to socialism 
could not assert itself. Too hard 
pressed to w in  Zhivago by the 
development of its  real goals, 
the revo lu tion  succeeded on ly 
in outrag ing his sensibilities. In  
doing so it lost him .

IM P L IC A T IO N S
No reader of “ Dr. Zh ivago”  

can be surprised tha t they have 
not seen fit to pub lish th is 
w ork  in Moscow, fo r the revo­
lu tio n a ry  im pact of the tragedy 
is too evident. The essence of 
the trag ic  figure lies in  his a t­
tem pt to subordinate the com­
prom ising needs of d a ily  life  
to the higher demands o f h u ­
man existence, demands often 
impossible o f a tta inm ent. Man 
sees in  th is  e ffo rt the struggle 
fo r  the realization o f his h igh ­
est aspirations. As a result, the 
hero’s death is never depress­
ing. Q uite the contrary, i t  is 
often ennobling. For the com­
plete reaction to a tragedy w il l  
include a tr iu m p h a n t a ffirm a ­
tion  o f the v ic to ry  fo r  man 
w h ich  so often resides in the 
defeat o f pa rticu la r men. In  
th is  m anner, the tragedy en­
courages man to renewed s trug ­
gle fo r fu l l  consciousness, and 
the mastery of his fate.

The im pact o f Pasternak’s 
epic-tragedy is p la in : I f  we 
mourn the defeat o f Zhivago 
and the revo lu tion , i t  can on ly 
be to take heart from  contact 
w ith  these, to refresh the revo­
lu tio n ’s early lib e rta ria n  goals. 
Indeed; in  the epilogue, Paster­
nak is very e x p lic it in  th is  ex­
pectation. He te lls us how, dec­
ades la ter, Zh ivago’s w o rk  is 
beginning to come in to  its own. 
H o ld ing  a recent ed ition  o f one 
of Zh ivago ’s early, once-un- 
read books, tw o friends breath 
the new a ir. “ A lthough  v ic to ry  
had not b rought the re lie f and 
freedom tha t were expected at 
the end o f the war, neverthe­
less the portents o f freedom 
filled  the a ir  throughout the 
postw ar w orld , and they alone 
defined its  h is to rica l s ign ifi­
cance.”

The Russian bureaucracy sup­
pressed "D r. Zh ivago," the 
Western critics d is to rt it .  To 
most o f them, the conflict in. 
the novel is one between a 
m ono lith ic  barbarism  and an 
in d iv id u a l defending his r ig h t 
to an in d iv id u a l personality, his 
r ig h t to be non-po litica l, to 
p re fe r a rt and the contem pla­
tive  life . This v iew  seems, at 
best, a gross m isreading of 
Zhivago’s m otiva tion . For his 
e ffo rt is not a p rinc ip led  figh t 
fo r the r ig h t to be ind iffe ren t 
to the revo lu tion , to have a 
d iffe ren t path of life . I t  is 
ra the r a rear-guard action, how  
to find a niche fo r h im se lf in 
a w o rld  w ith  w h ich  he was 
once deeply invo lved b u t now  
rejects as hopeless.

A  M ISR E AD IN G
This determ ination to see in  

the book a defense of m idd le- 
class ind iv idua lism  received its 
clearest expression in  the re­
cent award o f the Nobel prize 
fo r lite ra tu re . In  doing so, the 
com m ittee v io la ted  its own 
trad itions, as w e ll as tha t of 
good judgm ent, w h ich  dictate a 
decent in te rva l before so de f­
in it iv e  an evaluation of a book, 
as the award implies. For ex­
ample, A ndre  Gide received the 
Nobel award in 1947 fo r  a 
book w ritte n  in 1924. I t  is ob­
vious th a t W estern critics who 
rev ile  “ socialist rea lism ”  as a 
euphemism fo r propaganda, are 
stooping to precisely the same 
level, in try in g  to use “ Dr. 
Zh ivago”  as a weapon in  the 
cold war. H ow  sad fo r  a w ork  
w h ich  deserves to be approach­
ed w ith  noth ing less than u t ­
most respect and ob jec tiv ity .

—D avid  M ille r

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t
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The Storm oxer "Dr. Zhivago"
Is the Soviet U nion strong enough to 

pe rm it its  artis ts  fu l l  freedom of expres­
sion? This is the main question involved 
in  the K re m lin ’s p illo ry in g  of the 68- 
year-old Boris Pasternak, who won the 
Nobel prize fo r his novel “ Dr. Zh ivago”  
and his achievements in  “ contem porary 
ly r ic a l poetry.”

In  the m ilita ry  field the Soviet Union 
demonstrated its capacities by defeating 
German im peria lism , the strongest power 
on the European continent. In  science i t  
showed its  competence by developing 
atom ic energy on its own and producing 
a hydrogen bomb even before the U nited 
States. In  technology the Soviet Union 
took the w orld  lead by sending up satel­
lites of a size and precision tha t not even 
Am erica has yet been able to duplicate. 
The combined forces of the USSR and the 
People’s Republic of China, w ith  its 650,- 
000,000 people, very lik e ly  represent the 
most pow erfu l com bination in  the w orld  
today.

Y e t a lone a rtis t nearing his seventies, 
a poet, not a po litic ian , has been made 
the target of a campaign of v itupe ra tion  
exceeding in  v iru lence  anyth ing  cu rren t­
ly  directed against the Soviet U n ion ’s 
avowed fore ign foes. Pasternak has been 
forced to  re ject the Nobel prize; he has 
been expelled from  the unions o f w rite rs  
and translators; he has been threatened 
w ith  ex ile  from  his na tive  land- The re­
nowned trans la to r of Shakespeare has 
been called “ p ig ”  and “ tra ito r .”

P u re ly  P o lit ic a l A w ard?
The o ffic ia l excuse fo r th is pogrom 

is tha t the Nobel prize was not awarded 
because of the lite ra ry  m erits  of “ Dr. 
Zh ivago”  but fo r counter-revo lu tionary 
p o litica l aims.

We do not know how competent 
Khrushchev is to judge ' the lite ra ry  
m erits  o f a novel. The lite ra ry  level of 
his own pronouncements is not such as 
to arouse great confidence in  his talents, 
tastes, or a rtis tic  understanding. We note, 
however, tha t those considered compe­
ten t enough in  th is  fie ld  to be trusted 
w ith  Soviet pub lish ing plans, listed “ Dr. 
Zh ivago”  o r ig in a lly  fo r publication.

I f  Khrushchev now finds i t  em bar­
rassing to have a Soviet a rtis t awarded 
a Nobel prize, he has on ly  h im se lf to 
blame. W hy was Pasternak’s book re­
moved from  the pub lica tion  lis t, thereby 
m aking i t  possible fo r a novel to become 
a po litica l foo tba ll because i t  was un­
p rin ted  in the USSR? I t  is stup id  to say 
tha t the book has no lite ra ry  m erits; fo r 
i t  w ou ld  be self-defeating to award a 
hack production the w o r ld ’s top lite ra ry  
prize. I t  is precisely because the book 
does have lite ra ry  m erits  tha t the com­
m ittee  fe lt  free, one m ust imagine, to 
pe rm it po litica l considerations to weigh 
in  the choice so that i t  awarded the prize 
th is year ra the r than a decade from  now. 
(The Swedish Academ y has been consid­
e ring  the choice of Pasternak fo r ten 
years) The w orst damage to Soviet in ­

terests came when the novel was banned, 
not when i t  won a d istinguished prize.

“ Dr. Zh ivago”  was one o f the pro­
ducts o f the famous “ th a w ”  which S ta lin ’s 
heirs in itia te d  fo llow ing  the d ic ta to r’s 
death and w hich cu lm inated in  K h rush ­
chev’s admission at the Tw entie th  Con­
gress of some of the monstrous crimes 
tha t were com m itted under S ta lin . In 
the new atmosphere, Pasternak fe lt free 
enough to ven tu re  c ritic ism  in  his novel 
of “ r ig id ”  regimes.

-However, the “ thaw ”  d id  not go fa r 
enough. The masses wanted the restora­
tion  o f w orke rs ’ democracy. The bureau­
cra tic  oligarchs balked at more than a few 
concessions, fo r they were interested on ly  
in  preserving th e ir  own d ic ta to ria l rule. 
In  1956, the im pa tien t w orkers took 
th ings in  th e ir  own hands in  Poland and 
Hungary.

W ith  the suppression of the H ungar­
ian revo lu tion , Khrushchev and company 
ended the “ thaw .”  They again imposed on 
lite ra ry  circles a censorship of corpse­
like  r ig id ity ,  fo r they recognized the cata­
lyz ing  ro le  w h ich  the fe rm ent of ideas 
among inteleetuals had played in Poland 
and Hungary.

This is the background fo r K h rush ­
chev’s campaign against Pasternak. W hat 
S ta lin ’s he ir is doing is m aking a pub lic  
example of Pasternak, s tring ing  h im  up by 
the thum bs at no m atte r w ha t cost in 
Soviet prestige abroad, in  order to te r­
rorize  any Soviet in te llec tua ls  who m ight 
be toy ing  w ith  the idea of in tim a ting  
th e ir  real feelings about the regime.

As in  S ta lin ’s time, the campaign is 
thus an expression of the acute contra­
d ic tion  between the bureaucracy and the 
Soviet masses. The cruc ifix ion  of Paster­
nak indicates how weak and vulnerable 
the Khrushchev regime feels before the 
social pressures and how much i t  fears 
po litica l revo lu tion . I t  also indicates how 
l i t t le  the bureaucracy can be expected 
to ca rry  out “ se lf-re fo rm .” ,

F o r In te lle c tu a l Freedom
Forty-one years a fte r the October 

Revolution, Soviet planned economy has 
proved its  d u ra b ility  beyond a ll ques­
tion. I t  has not yet been able to demon­
strate tha t i t  is inh e re n tly  capable of 
o ffering a new b ir th  of freedom to the 
human sp irit. The obstacle to th is, as the 
storm  around Pasternak reveals once 
again, is the bureaucracy w ith  its  nar­
row  preoccupation w ith  its  power and 
the special p riv ileges w h ich  power in ­
sures.

Once the workers reestablish democ­
racy in  the Soviet Union, however, we 
m ay expect th is  to change —  and rad ic­
a lly . The Soviet workers have no th ing  to 
lose and a lo t to gain from  guaranteeing 
fu l l  freedom of expression not on ly  to 
artis ts  bu t to dissident po litica l views, no 
m atte r how c r it ica l these may be.

They w i l l  not c ru c ify  a Pasternak 
even i f  they feel tha t o ther Soviet artis ts 
m igh t be more deserving of w o rld  rec­
ognition-

Report from France on de Gaulle Regime
PARIS, Oct. 21 — French po­

lit ic a l life  is s ti l l  very much 
under the effect of de Gaulle's 
stunning v ic to ry  in  the Sept. 28 
referendum . The most op tim is­
tic  o ffic ia l governm ent forecast 
had claimed on ly  a 65% ma­
jo r ity . Yet when the votes were 
counted, de Gaulle had won 
80% in  M etropo litan  France 
where, u n like  A lgeria  and most 
of the other colonies, the elec­
tion was technically honest.

Thus, in  the most dram atic 
fashion was brought home the 
scope of the defeat suffered by 
tire French w o rk ing  class la s t 
May, when the conspiracy of 
A lge rian  “ u ltras”  and reaction­
aries in  France succeeded in 
imposing the present d ic ta toria l 
regime.

Even the Communist Party 
leaders —  usually so skilled, in 
tu rn in g  defeat in to  v ic to ry , on 
paper anyway, had to adm it 
something o f the m agnitude of 
the disaster. In  1956, the CP 
to ta l was over a m illio n  votes 
la rger than the en lire  negative 
vote on Sept. 28 —  almost two 
m illio n  Com m unist voters had 
supported de G aulle! Even 
w o rk in g  class areas like  the 
Paris suburbs of Iv r y  and M on- 
tre u ll, where the CP polled big 
m ajorities fo r the last 25 years, 
th is tim e  gave substantial m a­
jo rit ie s  to de Gaulle. But w h ile  
adm itting  to a defeat, the CP 
chiefs remained true  to form . 
Thus in  his report to the re ­
cent CP C entra l Committee 
meeting, Marcel Servin listed 
a ll sorts of reasons fo r de 
Gaulle's v ic to ry . O n ly one th ing  
played no part in  his account — 
the po licy  of the CP which, 
according to Servin, has been 
consistently and com pletely cor­
rect, not subject even to the 
m ildest c ritic ism !

N everthe less,.the real causes 
of the defeat are to be found 
in the po litica l fa ilu re  of the 
opposition, and p rin c ip a lly  o f its 
strongest segment, the CP. O f 
course, de Gaulle could re ly  on 
a certa in num ber o f factors: 
the great prosperity  o f the  last 
few  years (but the gallop ing in ­
fla tion o f the past tw o  years has 
wiped out most of the w orkers ’ 
gains); the enormous propagan­
da campaign in favor of the 
“ Yes”  vote (bu t th is  incessant 
repetition  o f the w ord “ O u i”  
was not so d iabo lica lly  clever 
as to convince CP voters to 
vote against the CP, or indeed 
to convince anyone o f anyth ing 
except de G aulle ’s contem pt fo r 
the people); the desire o f the 
French people “ fo r th ings to 
change”  and the general re v u l­
sion against the co rrup t and 
bankrup t policies of “ the sys­
tem ,”  the Fourth  Republic (but 
de Gaulle was surrounded and 
supported by a ll the discredited 
politic ians o f “ the system” ). 
R EA L ARG UM EN T

The tru m p  card o f the gov­
ernm ent, the argum ent its 
spokesmen repeated incessantly 
and w hich in fact convinced 
m illions  o f Frenchmen, was the 
th reat o f c iv il  war. Everyone 
from  Paul Reynaud (the grave­
digger o f 1940) to G uy M ollet 
(the gravedigger o f 1958) re ­
peated tha t on ly de Gaulle had 
saved the nation last May, tha t 
i f  the constitu tion  was rejected 
“ the s itua tion  w ould  be much 
worse than a fte r M ay 30.”  The 
people voted between de Gaulle 
and a coup d ’etat by open fas­
cists lik e  General Massu.

A nd w hy could the Gaullists

Th inks He's A n  Eagle

W ith  a flapping rem iniscent of the eagles tha t sym ­
bolized the regime of his h is torica l model, Napoleon I I I ,  de 
Gaulle exhorts an audience in  A frica  to support h im  and 
restore ''the  grandeur of France." Though de Gaulle's 
bonapartis l referendum  got a huge "o u i"  vote in  France, 
most A fricans voted "non ," or "o u i"  on ly  under duress,

present the choice in  such a 
loaded fashion?

(1) Because the opposition 
had proved its complete im po­
tence. The Communists and l ib ­
erals had a lready had the ir 
chance to  stop Massu last May, 
and they could do noth ing more 
than hand power to de Gaulle 
by w ay o f voting fo r P flim lin .

(2) Because the opposition 
had discredited itse lf by its po l­
icies over m any years. Mendes- 
France headed the government 
which began the A lgerian  war, 
the CP supported the M o lle t 
governm ent in  its in tensification 
of the war.

(3) Because the opposition 
was d ivided. The CP and the 
libe ra ls  agreed on on ly  one 
po in t bu t a decisive one: op­
position to any genuine w o rk ­
ers’ united fro n t o f struggle.

(4) Because the opposition 
had no perspective. The CP 
leaders talked of a “ renovated 
republic ,”  w h ich  o b v i o u s l y  
meant a re tu rn  to parliam entary 
ins titu tions such as under the 
Fourth  Republic. CP propa­
ganda was devoid o f an iota of 
socialism.

The French w orkers were nol 
a fra id  of c iv il w ar as such — 
they were a fra id  of the fascism 
that seemed certa in  to tr ium ph  
in  a c iv il  war. Because of the 
bankrup tcy  of the opposition, 
the French masses re luc tan tly  
chose w hat seemed to them to 
be a lesser ev il. B u t in  doing 
so they enorm ously streng th ­
ened de Gaulle's power and 
thus the power of the French 
capitalists.

For the moment, de Gaulle 
has chosen a “ go slow ”  policy 
On the basis of the to ta lly  un ­
expected referendum  results he 
can expect to establish a stable, 
au thorita rian , rig h t-w in g  gov­
ernm ent w ith o u t im m ediate ly 
resorting to v io len t fascist-type 
repressions.

Instead, de Gaulle is m oving 
ahead to r ig  the legis lative elec­
tions, set fo r Nov. 23 and Nov. 
30, w h ile  preserving the appear­
ance of perfect “ democratic le ­
g a lity .”  The method chosen is 
to abandon the form er system 
o f proportiona l representation 
in favo r o f e lecting each deputy 
from  a separate d is tric t, as in 
England or the U.S. B u t in ­

stead o f one election there are 
two. In  the firs t (Nov. 23) only 
candidates ge tting  an absolute 
m a jo rity  (50% plus one) are 
elected. In  the second election a 
re la tive  m a jo rity  (the highest 
num ber of votes) is enough to 
elect. Between the tw o  votes, 
the R igh t and Center parties 
w il l  be able to make deals 
among themselves to freeze out 
the Le ft. In  th is w ay the o r­
ganizers of the election already 
ta lk  o f depriv ing  the CP o f over 
100 seats ( it  now has 150) even 
i f  the CP continues to get one 
quarte r of the to ta l vote! 
G ER R YM AN D ER IN G

To make things even surer 
fo r de Gaulle, the election dis­
tr ic ts  have been very  expe rtly  
gerrymandered, so that, fo r in ­
stance, a r ig h tis t like  Paul Rey­
naud w il l  represent some 60,- 
000 vo ters-w h ile  in  the adjacent 
d is tr ic t there are almost 120,000. 
W ork ing  class areas have been 
to rn  apart to dissolve the le ft-  
w ing  vote in ru ra l, conservative 
areas.
( W hal de Gaulle hopes to p re ­

pare by th is s k ill fu l electoral 
"cu is ine " is a parliam ent w ith  
a rig h t-w in g  m a jo rity , bu t in  
w hich the center parlies are 
strong enough to a llow  h im  to 
continue the bonaparlist game 
o f balancing between the v a r i­
ous cap ita lis t parties, w h ile  u n i­
fy in g  them a ll around his "p e r­
sona lity " as a na tiona l leader.

In  A lgeria  de Gaulle hopes 
to ca rry  out a comparable p o l­
icy. He hopes to break the 
power o f the fascist “ C om m it­
tees of P ub lic  Safety”  and to 
find some “ moderate”  A lgerians 
to serve as go-betweens fo r ne­
gotiations w ith  the N ational 
L ibera tion  Front. He hopes to 
get a settlem ent o f the w ar that 
w ould preserve the essence of 
French contro l o f A lgeria . 
M eanw hile he keeps up the 
pi'essure by ca rry ing  on the w ar 
w ith  great energy.

W hat success de Gaulle has in 
these policies depends on the 
speed w th  whch a depression 
develops in France and on 

1 w hether the French and A lg e r­
ian people can pu t up an e f­
fective resistance. A t present 
unem ploym ent has started to 
appear in  the consumer goods 
and m eta llu rg ica l industries,

though not ye t on a mass scale. 
The situa tion  is certa in to be­
come aggravated in  a certain 
measure, bu t it  is very probable 
tha t a depression w ould  have 
the effect o f fu rth e r weakening 
and dem oraliz ing the masses.

I t  would be the w ors t b lin d ­
ness to ignore the fact tha t the 
French w orkers have suffered a 
m a jo r defeat, w ith  a ll th is  im ­
plies. Before M ay 30 the w o rk ­
ing class s ti l l  held potentia l 
in it ia tive , g iven the capacity to 
break through the barrie rs set 
up by S ta lin is t and Social Dem­
ocratic bureaucratic leadership. 
Today French capita lism  has 
stabilized itse lf p o lit ica lly  and 
is prepared to take the offensive 
against the righ ts and freedoms 
o f the workers. The struggles of 
the next months w il l  be de­
fensive ones.
H O PEFU L SIGNS

From th is  po in t o f v iew , there 
are certa in encouraging signs of 
preparation to resist the offen­

sive o f the em ploying class. 
Most im portan t is the decent 
decision by the General Coun­
c il o f the re fo rm is t W orkers 
Force trade union, unanim ous­
ly  re jecting  the idea of a L a ­
bor-Capita l Association —  the 
fascistic corporate state idea 
that de G aulle has persistently 
proposed fo r m any years.

In  addition, the new A u to ­
nomous Socialist Party, which, 
in spite of its thorough-going 
re form ist philosophy is sharply 
opposed to de Gaulle and his 
stooge M olle t, represents a sig­
n ifican t possib ility  fo r help ing 
to regroup those w o rk in g  class 
forces determ ined to spearhead 
resistance to the reactionary of­
fensive. The Autonom ous SP 
has taken the im portan t and 
courageous step of nom inating  
its Secretary - General, A la in  
Savarv, to campaign in A lge ria  
on the basis of the pa rty ’s pro­
gram defending the r ig h t o f 
A lge ria  to independence.

FUND SCOREBOARD
C ity Quota Paid Percent

St. Louis ............. ........  S 80 $ 52 65
Chicago ............... .........  1,000 644 64 1
Buffalo ........ 1,500 950 63 !
Newark 265 155 58
T w in  Cities .........  1.742 1.006 58
A llen tow n  ............ .........  112 60 54 1
Boston .................. .........  450 235 52
Youngstown ........ .........  300 150 50
D etro it ....... ........... .........  6U0 284 47
San Diego ............ ....... .. 300 140 47
New Y o ik  ............ .........  4.500 1,793 40
Connecticut ......... .........  300 105 35
M ilw aukee .......... .........  250 89 35
Philadelphia ........ .......  528 162 31
Los Angeles ..... ... .........  4.600 1.193 26
Seattle ................... .........  550 136 25
Cleveland ......... ... 750 175 23
Oakland ................ ........  300 65 22
San Francisco ...... .........  440 90 20 !
Denver ................... .........  50 — —  • 1
P ittsburgh ............ .........  10 ---• —
South .................... .........  200 — —  !
General ................ .........  — 199 —

’ Total through 
Nov. 4 ................... ........$18.827 $7.683 43

...M ilitant Fund Lags
(Continued from  Page 7) 

come yet. Comradely Yours, 
D irk  De Jonge."

The signature b rought m em ­
ories of m y youth flooding back. 
For I  firs t heard tha t name 
back in the 1930’s when I  was 
learn ing about socialism and 
a v id ly  fo llo w in g  (in  the eastern 
newspapers) the class-struggle 
battles on the West Coast. 
Those were the days of the 
unionization of the m aritim e  
workers in  the face of b ru ta l 
boss counter offensive —  the 
San Francisco General S trike , 
etc.

And in Oregon the C rim ina l 
Syndicalism  Laws, o rig in a lly  
put on the books in 1919 to 
suppress the IW W , were being 
used against union organizers 
and socialists. D irk  De Jonge 
and three others were arrested 
fo r ho ld ing a meeting of the 
Com m unist Party. Do Jonge 
was sentenced to seven years 
im prisonm ent fo r speaking in 
favo r of the then current m a ri­
tim e strike , the police depart­
m ent’s illega l raids on CP 
headquarters and the conditions 
in the c ity  ja il. A s  under to-

The Militant Across 30 Years

Recollections of a Veteran Staff Writer
[To m ark our 30ih A n n ive r­

sary we have asked some of the 
founders and others outstand­
in g ly  connected w ith  the M i l i ­
tan t to w rite  commemorative 
articles. The fo llow ing  re m i­
niscences are by the M ilita n t's  
top-sen iority  staff mem ber.]

By Art Preis
As socialist newspapers go, 

The M ilita n t is something of a 
Methuselah. U n like  the old B ib ­
lica l patriarch, however, The 
M ilita n t is as vigorous as ever 
and just, reaching its prime. No 
other genuine ly M a rx is t p u b li­
cation has ever su rv ived fo r 30 
years. This is the proud achieve­
ment o f our paper. That is not 
because we had i t  easy or be­
cause we compromised or con­
cealed our aims. On the con­
tra ry . I t  has been a grue ling 
struggle a ll the way.
E A R LY  D AYS

The insp iring  record of the 
ea rly  years o f The M ilita n t, go­
ing back to its firs t issue of 
Nov. 15, 1928, has been related 
by its found ing  ed ito r James P. 
Cannon in his book, “ The H is­
to ry  o f Am erican T ro tskyism .”  
Cannon describes the orig ins of 
the Socialist W orkers P arty , the 
early struggles to publish and 
m a in ta in  The M ilita n t, as w e ll 
as the con flic t o f various ten­
dencies in Am erican radicalism  
du ring  the Twenties and T h ir ­
ties.

M y association w ith  The M i l i ­
tan t in  the capacity of a staff

member goes back to October 
1940. The chief riva ls  of The 
M ilita n t then were the Com­
m unist Party 's D a ily  W orker, 
the Norman Thomas Socialist 
Party 's  Socialist Call, and La ­
bor Action , organ of M ax 
Shachtman's W orkers Party, 
la te r renamed the Independent 
Socialist League.

This year saw the demise of 
the D a ily  W orker. The Com­
m unist P a rty  suffered such 
catastrophic splits and the read­
ership o f the D a ily  W orker de­
clined to such a low  po in t that 
the D a ily  W orker was abandon­
ed; on ly the fo rm er weekend 
edition. The W orker, continues 
publication.

The grea tly  enfeebled and in ­
active Socialist P arty  had re­
duced the Socialist Call from  a 
w eekly  to a m onth ly  several 
years ago. Now realigned w ith  
the Social Democratic Federa­
tion, the Socialist P arty  and its 
m onth ly  re ta in  no th ing of so­
cialism  save the name they use 
so fraudu len tly .
THE SLP PAPER

Just fo r the record, I  must 
speak here of the Socialist La- 
oor P a rty ’s W eekly People. 
W h ile  considerably older than 
the M ilita n t, the SLP w eekly 
functions outside the realm  of 
the liv in g  class struggle. The 
M ilita n t has been an active pa r­
tic ip a n t in a ll o f labor's ba t­
tles. We scarcely consider the 
W eekly People an active com­

petito r, since ’ The M ilita n t ] 
swims in the great tu rbu len t 
stream o f the Am erican labor 
movement w h ile  the W eekly 
People has l it t le  trouble su rv iv ­
ing in  a placid sectarian side- 
pool o f its  own.

D uring  my firs t years on the 
M ilita n t staff, I had a special 
interest in  Shachtman's Labor 
A ction. The Shachtmanite group 
had sp lit from  the Socialist 
W orkers P arty . They opposed 
the SWP's position tha t the 
Soviet U nion was a workers 
state, despite gross bureaucrat­
ic deformations, and that its 
progressive features such as 
na tiona lization o f indus try  and 
national e c o n o m i c  p lanning 
should be defended.

W h e n  t h e  Shachtmanutes 
launched th e ir own organiza­
tion  and paper a fte r the sp lit
in 1940, they taunted us w ith
the claim  th a t they had taken 
most of the w rite rs  and in te l­
lectuals from  our ranks and 
tha t we w ould  never be able to 
pu t out an effective paper and 
publish it  regu larly . I t  is true 
tha t a good part o f our ranks 
and leaders were w orkers and 
unionists. Bu i w ha t we may
have lacked in lite ra ry  polish 
we made up fo r  in  understand­
ing of socialist politics, the la ­
bor movement and the class 
struggle. A nd these, a fte r a ll, 
are w hat the M ilita n t dealt 
w ith .

I t  is w ith  a certa in feeling of

personal satisfaction tha t I  re­
cite the record o f The M ilita n t 
vis-a-vis Labor Action. Eighteen 
years a fte r Shachtman con­
demned The M ilita n t to w ith e r 
on the vine fo r lack o f the fe r­
t i l iz e r  of his “ in te llectua ls”  and 
“ w rite rs ,”  I can po in t out tha t 
The M ilita n t has m aintained 
un in terrup ted  w eekly pub lica­
tion du ring  the en tire  time. We 
have never missed an issue. We 
have never come out late w ith  
an issue.

As fo r Shachtman and his 
group, we learned several 
weeks ago tha t they had dis­
banded. Labor A ction published 
a fa rew e ll issue urg ing the In ­
dependent Socialist L e a g u e  
members and supporters to en­
te r as ind iv idua ls  in to  the So­
c ia lis t Party-Socia l Democratic 
Federation. Its  fina l utterance 
was a pub lic  confession that, 
contrary to the pretence long 
m aintained, the Shachtmanites 
did “ not subscribe to any creed 
know n as Len in ism ”  or “ known 
as T ro tskyism .”

The M ilita n t points w ith  pride 
to just the opposite. We do and 
have always subscribed to Len ­
in ism  and Trotskyism . That's 
our secret weapon. That's what 
has kept us going and w hy we 
expect to keep on going in  the 
storm y days ahead.

I t  wasn’t easy a fte r the 
Shachtmanites took about fo rty  
per cent of our forces and a big 
slice of our regu lar sources of

income. In  October 1940, six 
months a fte r the Shachtmanite 
sp lit, The M ilita n t was finan­
c ia lly  able to sustain a staff of 
on ly tw o regular members, an 
ed ito r and a staff w rite r. I  was 
the la tte r.
NOT O PU LEN T

Our en tire  ed ito ria l establish­
ment consisted o f one room, 
measuring about ten by tw e lve  
feet. The room contained tw o 
desks, tw o chairs and tw o  an­
tique typew rite rs , bu t no heat­
ing fac ilities  —  ne ither rad ia to r 
nor stove. The w in te r of 1940- 
41 was one o f the coldest w ith ­
in  l iv in g  memory. We worked 
much o f th a t fa ll and w in te r 
w earing our overcoats. Times 
improved, we thought, when 
someone dug up a small o il 
stove fo r us. I t  d idn ’t  give 
much heat bu t i t  produced a 
pow erfu l am ount o f fumes. We 
went back to cold but clean a ir 
u n til we got a sm all coal stove. 
We could stay reasonably warm  
i f  we kept tu rn in g  at regu lar 
in te rva ls to give a ll sides of us 
a chance to toast.

In  the spring o f 1941, George 
B re itm an was added to our 
staff. He had learned his jo u r­
nalism ch ie fly  in the school of 
the class struggle as an unem ­
ployed league and socialist o r­
ganizer. He proved an enor­
mous add ition  to the staff. H is 
contribu tions as a w rite r, es­
pecia lly on the Negro struggle 
and c iv il  r i g h t s ,  greatly

strengthened the paper, Then, in  
the summer of 1941, he was 
called upon to  take over the 
editorship when the Roosevelt 
adm in istra tion  in it ia le d  the 
M inneapolis Labor T ria l, in  
w h ich  28 leaders and members 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party  
and M inneapolis truckd rive rs  
Local 544 were ind icted  and 
tr ied  fo r th e ir socialist views 
under the Sm ith  "G ag" A c t of 
1940.

As a result o f the tr ia l and 
conviction of 18 in  1941 and 
then th e ir im prisonm ent in 
1944, three experienced M i l i ­
tan t editors, Cannon, F e lix  
M orrow  and F a rre ll Dobbs, 
who was ed ito r when the final 
appeals were denied, and a 
num ber o f im portan t con tribu ­
tors were lost fo r a period to 
our paper. Others jum ped i in to 
the breach and the paper did 
not miss a single issue. I t  must 
be remembered tha t the threat 
of S m ith  Act frame-ups hung 
over everyone then associated 
w ith  The M ilita n t.

REPRESSION
This fact was emphasized 

when in November 1942 the 
Post Office began a series of 
harassments invo lv ing  the pa­
per’s second-class m a iling  p r iv ­
ileges. The postal authorities 
began to w ithho ld  the bundles 
of the M ilita n t as they were 
deposited in the New Y ork  
Post Office. Copies of each is­

sue were sent to W ashington 
w hich then notified the New 
Y ork  Post Office w hether or 
not to de live r the papers. Four 
issues were ordered destroyed 
and the others were delivered 
w ith  va ry ing  periods of delay. 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  sup­
porters and readers of the pa­
per bought add itiona l copies of 
the issues the Post Office de­
stroyed, paid fo r th e ir de live ry  
by p riva te  transporta tion  and 
d is tribu ted  them  to subscribers 
in  th e ir  areas.

On Jan. 21, 1943, the postal 
au thorities held a hearing on 
w hether to w ith d ra w  The M i l i ­
tan t's  second-class m a i l i n g  
righ ts altogether. A t th is hear­
ing the Postmaster General 
presented 27 "ob jectionab le" 
items in  back issues of the pa­
per, w h ile  A tto rney  General 
B idd le  jum ped in to  the case to 
add 105 more excerpts he d idn 't 
like .

The move to w ithho ld  sec­
ond-class m a iling  righ ts  perm ­
anently was discontinued but 
the paper was subjected to 
special sc ru tiny  in W ashington 
and suffered postal delays of up 
to a week fo r some issues.

I t  is ins tructive  to note that 
the items w h ich  the Post O f­
fice au thorities and the A tto r­
ney General found “ ob jection­
able”  included not on ly those 
w hich described the w ar as 
“ cap ita lis t”  and ‘im pe ria lis t”  or 
a “ w ar fo r profits,”  but also at-

day’s Sm ith  Act, such “ teach­
ing and advocating”  was held 
to be “ c r im in a l”  though i t  was 
at a peaceable meeting and 
though there was no incitem ent 
to violence.

I la le r look a course in  labor 
h is lo ry , especially as regards 
c iv il liberties, and fo llow ed the 
De Jonge v. Oregon case all 
the way up to the U.S. Supremfe 
Court, w h ich  in  1937 overru led 
the conviction. This was the 
death blow to Oregon's C rim ­
ina l Syndicalism  Law , w hich 
v/as then w iped off the sattute 
books.

I must confess that a fte r see­
ing "De Jonge v. Oregon" so
much in the books, it  had come 
to be a single name to me —  
like  M arbu ry  v. Madison, Sm ith 
&  Wesson, or M ason-Dixon. I  
nearly  addressed an envelope 
to h im : “ M r. D irk  De Jonge V .  

Oregon.”  Unexpectedly to come 
across the name De Jo n g i a ll 
by itse lf gave me a funny  ¡feel­
ing, as i f  a couple I  had long 
know n had been divorced.

H EA R TE N IN G

B ut th is was a ve ry  pro­
gressive divorce. I t  is especial­
ly  heartening to learn th a t a 
veteran figh ter fo r socialism of 
the 1930’s is s ti l l  in  the fight. 
I t  is no less encouraging to 
hear tha t he is hopefu l about 
united socialist action nation­
a lly  and in his state, and th a t 
he has made the acquaintance 
o f the M ilita n t and finds i t  an 
in fo rm a tive  paper.

tacks on the wage freeze, p ro ­
tests against the denial o f c iv il 
r igh ts  to Negroes, exposures 
of an ti-labo r elements such as 
A d m ira l Em ory Land o f the 
M a ritim e  Commission who said 
“ union organizers should be 
shot at sunrise.”  Even d irect 
quotations from  leading cap ita l­
ist newspapers which The M i l i ­
tan t had reprin ted were" cited 
as “ objectionable.”

IN  RETROSPECT
When we look back on some 

of the experiences through 
w hich the M ilita n t has come, 
when we recall how in transig - 
e n tly  it has fought reaction and 
defended labor, we can say tha t 
no other paper has be tte r earn­
ed the r ig h t to  be heard. O ther 
papers w hich professed to 
speak fo r socialism cu t corners 
on p rinc ip le , kept s ilent when 
i t  was dangerous to speak up 
or swam w ith  the stream when 
i t  was unpopular to take a 
tru th fu l position. They have 
disappeared or declined. The 
M ilita n t has always dared to 
sw im  against the stream when 
necessary and to te ll the tru th . 
That is w hy, as in  the past, its 
readers w il l  w an t to make the 
financia l sacrifices required to 
keep The M ilita n t coming out 
every week, in  fu l l  and on 
tim e.



Death in the Mines
— — — —  By Harold Wilson -

Three m a jo r m ine disasters in  a 
single week, one in  Nova Scotia and two 
in  West V irg in ia , tu rned pub lic  a ttention 
once more to the deadly hazards o f the 
coal m in ing  industry .

W h ile  m a jo r disasters make the fro n t 
pages, the yea rly  to ll o f m iners k ille d  or 
maim ed by the twos and threes are re­
ported on ly  in  the local press- Y e t the 
casualties suffered by the m inew orkers 
in  1957 alone add up to the staggering 
to ta l o f 477 men k ille d  and 17,290 in ju red .

In  sum m arizing the accident to ll fo r 
1957 Charles Ferguson, D irecto r o f the 
U n ited  M ine W orkers Safety D iv is ion, 
w rote, “ there is no reasonable excuse fo r 
hav ing  sacrificed any of these men on the 
a lta r of production. . . too m any coal op­
erators push, push, push fo r production 
W ithout a though t fo r the lives of th e ir 
employes.”

The m ine owners’ push fo r production 
is reflected in  the phenomenal boost in  
b itum inous coal p ro d u c tiv ity  from  6.26 
tons per man in  1948 to  w e ll over 10 tons 
today. The greatest increase in  coal out­
p u t on record occurred in  1954. I t  was ac­
companied by a sharp increase in  the 
fa ta lity  rate, launching a trend tha t has 
continued to th is  day. M uch of the rise in  
ou tpu t is due to the in troduc tion  of ma­
ch inery  th a t adds overloading o f ve n tila ­
tio n  fa c ilitie s  and greater dust-explosion 
hazards to a ll the o ther dangers the m in ­
ers confront.

M ineowners fo r  years have considered 
the deaths and m aim ings as pa rt of the 
overhead cost o f producing coal —  and 
profits. They have s tubborn ly  resisted, 
step by step, every move to in troduce ade­
quate safety measures.

I t  took a generation of struggle to get 
the  governm ent to set up the Federal 
Bureau of M ines in  1910. This Bureau was 
f io t  empowered to enforce any o f its

safety recommendations; i t  could not even 
inspect unsafe mines against the owners’ 
w ill.  I t  took another 30 years to give the 
Bureau powers of com pulsory inspection 
in  1942. A no the r decade passed and tw o 
te rr ib le  accidents, both p la in ly  prevent­
able, took the lives of a to ta l o f 230 m iners 
at Centra lia , Illin o is , and F ra n k fu rt, Ken­
tucky, before the Bureau of M ines was 
given the power to close unsafe mines. 
B u t th is  power can on ly  be used where 
safety v io la tions threaten an “ im m inent 
disaster.”

Moreover, a huge loop hole has been 
le ft in  the law  through w h ich  seven out of 
e ight m ines can continue to operate — 
even though they are know n death traps. 
M ines em ploying few er than 15 workers 
are exempted from  the compulsory clos­
ing  provision. There were 7,659 such small, 
exempted mines as against 1,484 la rger 
mines in  1957. There were three deaths 
in  the sm all mines to every one in  the 
large ones.

This year the U M W  unsuccessfully 
sought legislation to b ring  a ll mines under 
the safety law. B ills  to tha t effect were in ­
troduced in  Congress at the s ta rt of the 
1958 session. A fte r  m onths o f s ta lling, 
w h ile  the coal operators exerted pressure, 
a m u tila ted  b il l  was reported out o f the 
Senate Labor Committee. This aborted 

.b ill,  the U M W  declared, “ is com pletely 
unrealistic, and w i l l  not on ly handicap the 
Federal inspectors in  m ines em ploying 14 
men o r less, bu t w i l l  have an adverse ef­
fect on th e ir  present methods of inspec­
tion  in  T it le  I I  [la rg e r] mines.”

Thus the m ineowners and th e ir 
stooges in  Congress have beaten back an­
other a ttem pt to place human lives above 
profits. H ow  m any more m iners m ust be 
needlessly k ille d  before adequate safety 
measures are extended, and enforced, to 
protect every m ine r in every m ine in  the 
country?

The C. of C. Liked It
—î — — — —  By Ethel Bloch ■■

Is i t  true  th a t “ the Am erican workers 
are dedicated to strengthen ing the free 
enterprise system and have no am bition  
to run  the governm ent?”  So declared 
George Meany, A F L -C IO  President, over 
the Colum bia Broadcasting System on 
Oct. 29. Describ ing as “ u tte r  nonsense”  
the charges tha t the Am erican labor 
m ovem ent wanted nationalized industries 
and o ther socialistic ventures, M eany 
said, “ No group is more convinced than 
Am erican labor tha t con tro l o f G overn­
m ent by any special in terest group, such 
as organized labor, organized business or 
the organized financia l in terests w ou ld  
mean an end to the Am erican w ay of 
life .”

So speaks M eany who can’t see 
past his pot be lly  when i t  comes to 
the interests of the A m erican workers. 
The tru th  is th a t today the governm ent 
is com plete ly contro lled  by  the special 
interests of “ organized business”  and “ o r­
ganized financia l in terests”  — and the 
Dem ocratic and Republican parties are 
the po litica l arms o f these interests.

M eany and the rest of the labor o f­
fic ia ldom  keep re-dedicating the workers 
to  the “ free-enterprise”  system, b u t i t  is 
th is  chaotic “ free enterprise”  w ith  its  pro­
duction fo r  profits instead of production 
fo r  use w h ich  is the cause o f a ll the social 
i l ls  of the workers. The present recession, 
the constant w a r scare and the fr ig h te n ­
ing  fa llo u t from  the bomb tests: a ll are 
p a rt and parcel of a system whose m ain 
concern is profits.

Since 1929 th is  system w h ich  isn ’t  a 
free enterprise system at a ll b u t ra the r 
a huge ne tw ork  of indus try -w ide  monop­
olies, has reeled fro m  depression to w a r 
and back again. O n ly  the production of 
armaments fo r  W orld  W ar I I  was able 
to  h a lt the depression of the 30’s.

Since then on ly  the spending of more 
and more do llars fo r  weapons of destruc­
tion  has kept th is  system from  topp ling  
in to  a deep depression. The New Y ork  
Times (Nov. 1) reports th a t in  the new 
fiscal budget the defense departm ent in ­
tends to spend $42 b illio n  fo r armaments. 
Tha t is $1.2 b ill io n  more than in  the 
cu rren t budget. T ha t’s the W a ll S treet 
governm ent’s answer to the present re­
cession.

The day a fte r M eany made his speech 
he was congratula ted fo r  i t  by the Presi­
dent o f the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
in  a radio speech. B u t th is  grand master 
of the campaign fo r R ight-to-Scab laws 
w en t fu rth e r: “ Does th is  mean th a t the 
A F L-C IO  is repud ia ting  its  announced 
leg is la tive  program  w h ich  urges Con­
gress to take broad steps tow ard  social­
iz ing  medicine, socializing housing, so­
cia liz ing  e le c tr ic ity  and o ther elements of 
state socialism?”  he asked. T ha t’s w hat 
M eany’s attem pted appeasement gets. 
B ig Business is not satisfied- I t  wants 
more!

B y  keeping the w orkers  tied  to the 
tw o cap ita lis t parties, M eany and the 
other un ion top brass are m aking  the 
w o rk ing  class vu lnerab le  to a ttack on a ll 
fron ts, w ith o u t any p o litica l means of 
self-defense.

O n ly  by having th e ir  own labor 
pa rty , on ly  by having th e ir  own labor 
governm ent, and fin a lly  on ly  by a tta in ing  
a socialist system, based on a planned 
economy and geared to satisfy human 
needs, can the w orkers have economic 
security  w ith o u t paying the supreme 
price —  war.

B u t today the M eany’s block labo r’s 
road. The Am erican w orkers w i l l  have 
to brush them aside to move towards in ­
dependent po litica l action.

VOLUME X X II

Mack Truck 
Walkout Was 
100% Solid

By Zoltán Kovalsky
P L A IN F IE L D , N. J. —  A  

week-long s trike  of the  A F L - 
CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers in  
five plants of the M ack T ruck 
Corp. in  P la in fie ld  and Bridge- 
water, N. J., A llen tow n, Pa., 
Sydney, Ohio, and Cortland, 
N. Y „  ended Oct. 27 w ith  the 
"n o n -in fla lio n a ry " contract of 
the Reuther machine.

S till to be voted on by Nov. 
21 by some 8,000 Mack w orkers 
are the details of th is  agree­
m ent w hich includes a re tim ing - 
of-jobs clause, in  other words, 
a proposed speed-up fo r bonus 
workers. Though the settlem ent 
yie lds a cent-an-hour less than 
the na tiona l B ig  Three pattern  
(six cents fo r production w o rk ­
ers, p lus e ight cents fo r  skilled  
trades), M ack w orkers are be­
ing to ld  they won a v ic to ry .

SOLID

The s tr ike  was 100% effec­
tive . I t  even included the office 
workers, though the fact tha t 
the payro ll departm ent h it  the 
bricks m eant tha t the strikers 
couldn’t  get th e ir deferred pay. 
P icketing was on a round-the- 
clock basis. I t  was partic ipated 
in by a ll the members, who re ­
ceived s tr ike -d u ty  cards w ith  
specific tim e  assignments fo r 
p icke t shifts.

The union locals invo lved re­
sisted the attempts o f the U AW  
nationa l leadership to end the 
w a lkou t. Reuther refused to 
authorize the s tr ike  despite the 
te rm ina tion  o f the contract and 
enormous pro -s trike  m ajorities 
in the secret-ballot s tr ike  vote. 
Reuiher's refusal to authorize 
the s tr ike  was not revealed to 
the members by the local lead-' 
ers. C arry ing  on a top-level 
argum ent w ith  Reuther and his 
staff, w ith o u t in vo lv in g  the 
ranks, in e v ita b ly  led to a cap it­
u la tion  by  the local leadership. 
These local R eutherite  leaders 
pu t lo ya lty  to the un ion  b u r­
eaucracy above the interests of 
the w orkers in  the plants.

In  spite of the fact tha t Mack 
produces a custom-made tru ck  
and a va rie ty  of units, i t  is 
more and more in troducting  
automated m achinery and m eth­
ods. So fa r th is  has e lim inated 
20% o f the jobs.
M A C K  T R A D IT IO N

M ack T ruck w orkers have 
tra d it io n a lly  had a higher wage 
level and much better condi­
tions than those in  General 
Motors, C hrysler or Ford. This 
small u n it o f the U A W  has 
fought fo r  a union po licy  tha t 
w ould raise the B ig  Three level 
to the M ack level. U nfo rtuna te ­
ly , pressure from  the top lead­
ership o f the U A W  is in  the 
opposite d irection.

I f  the M ack w orkers are to 
escape the fate of the Stude- 
baker sell-out o f several years 
ago, they must un ite  w ith  the 
m ilita n ts  in  the B ig  Three 
p lants in  a progressive s trug ­
gle fo r a new U AW  leadership 
w ith  a po licy  fo r figh ting  the 
auto barons. P rom inent on the 
banner of such a progressive 
movement must be the de­
mands: a 30-hour week at 40 
hours pay and w orkers ' contro l 
o f line-speed.

'Deliberate Speed' in Slum Clearance: 
Tenements to Stand Until Year 2018

By Gordon Bailey
S ix ty  years a fte r they were 

firs t condemned as u n lit fo r 
human hab ita tion  nearly  400,- 
000 "o ld - la w " tenements are 
■ till occupied by New Y ork 
fam ilies  according to a recent 
survey by the D epartm ent of 
C ity  P lanning. A t the present 
ra te  o f dem olition  there w il l  
S till be some standing in  2018. 
s ix ty  years from  now, the su r­
vey estimates.

T yp ica l “ o ld la w ”  tenement 
apartm ents feature 7 x 8  foot 
bedrooms, kitchens “ ventila ted”  
by  28 inch w ide a ir shafts, and 
to ile ts  in  yards or corridors 
shared by tw o or more fam ilies. 
No centra l heating is provided, 
nor in  the past even hot w ater: 
hence the s till-c u rre n t term  
“ cold w ater f la t.”  Ind iv idua l 
coal fires and kerosene heaters 
make these tenements extrem e­
ly  dangerous. This hazard is in ­
creased fu r th e r by the design 
of most tenements tha t turns 
them  in to  v ir tu a l forced d ra ft 
furnaces, inc inera ting  the oc­

cupants, when fire  breaks out.
Socialists and reform ers at 

the tu rn  o f the century cam­
paigned against these fire-traps, 
and in  1901 a new bu ild ing  
code was passed ra is ing the 
m in im um  health and safety 
standards. However, the code 
perm itted  continued use o f sub­
standard tenements a l r e a d y  
b u ilt  o r under construction. 
Over 641,000 fam ilies  continued 
to occupy these tenements a fte r 
the law  was passed. Today, 
over f i f ty  years la ter, less than 
h a lf o f these sub-standard 
structures have been replaced. 
1S01 CODE

Landlords have been forced 
to make some m odification in 
them, bu t they s ti l l  rem ain u n ­
f it  fo r decent liv in g . Even many 
o f the new er bu ild ings tha t 
have replaced old tenements 
are almost as unhealthy and 
dangerous as the old struc­
tures, the report o f the De­
partm ent o f C ity  P lanning sur­
vey admits.

New Y o rk  real estate in te r­
ests today are not bu ild ing

apartments tha t w o rk in g  class 
fam ilies can afford to rent. A n ­
other survey by the Departm ent 
of C ity  P lanning discloses that 
rentals of the 3,184 new
apartments b u ilt  in  New Y ork  
by priva te  enterprise th is  year 
range from  $81 to $303 a
m onth fo r from  tw o  to six 
rooms. O n ly 15% of a ll new
apartments rent fo r as low  as 
$30 a room, and the m a jo rity  
of these are in  co-operative 
bu ild ings tha t requ ire  tenant 
investments of several hundred 
to several thousand dollars.

M eanw hile  the Federal p ro ­
gram  fo r pub lic  housing is bog­
ging down in New Y o rk  as 
w e ll as in o ther cities. The c ity  
has not yet contracted fo r a il 
the Federa lly  aided housing 
authorized under the ve ry  l im ­
ited Federal housing law . A n ­
other 8,244 units could be b u ilt  
in New Y ork  th is year w ith  
funds availab le from  W ashing­
ton, hu t New York authorities 
have not signed any contracts 
fo i fede ra lly  aided housing 
since June. They c la im  they

have been unable to find su it­
able bu ild ing  sites, o r cannot 
keep construction costs below 
the $17,000-per-apartment ce il­
ing set by the FH A .
RENTS H IK E D

Two contracts, actua lly sign­
ed, fo r bu ild ing  a to ta l o f 2,190 
apartments have been cancelled 
by New Y o rk  officia ls. The 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt and the 
M ary K. S im kovitch  Houses had 
been scheduled to be b u ilt  w ith  
federal aid and were to ren t 
fo i $10-12 a room to lo w -in ­
come fam ilies. Under a substi­
tu te  plan the projects w i l l  be 
b u ilt under the c ity 's  no-cash- 
subsidy plan and apartments 
w i l l  ren t fo r as much as $27 a 
room.

W ith  priva te  enterprise fa i l ­
ing  to meet the housing needs 
o l New Y ork  workers, and the 
federal program bogged down, 
i t  is not surpris ing tha t hous­
ing experts foresee the con­
tinued existence of New York's 
ro tting , disease-spreading, tire- 
trap tenements fo r the next two 
generations at least.
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Southern Freedom -Fighters

Rev. F. L. Shuttlesw orth  (le ft) o f B irm ingham , A la ­
bama. conferring w ith  other parents who have tiled su it 
fo r  the admission of the ir ch ild ren  to Alabam a's l i ly -w h ite  
pub lic  schools. Shuttlesw orth , a pa rticu la r target of racists 
and the B irm ingham  police, has been beaten, ja iled  and 
threatened w ith  death fo r his courageous in tegra tion  s trug­
gles. H is church and home have been subjected to bomb 
threats and arson attempts. Recently he and 13 others who 
challenged c ity  bus segregation were ille g a lly  ja iled  fo r 
five  days. They were held incommunicado. N e ither the ir 
fam ilies nor lawyers could see them.

Committee for Foreign 
Born to Meet in N.Y.

The Am erican Com m ittee fo r the Protection of the 
Foreign Born has announced i t  w il l  hold its 26th annual 
nationa l conference Dec. 6 and 7 in  New York. Represen­
ta tion  from  at least 14 n a tio n a l*
groups is expected.

Com m enting on the im po r­
tance of the conference, com­
m ittee secretary Abner Green 
said tha t despite recent Su­
preme Court ru lings bolstering 
the status of natura lized c i t i ­
zens, and the r ig h t of n o n -c iti­
zens to rem ain in  the U.S., the 
a n ti - fore ign - born W alter - M c­
Carran Law  s t il l  remains the 
law  of the land.

“ I f  the human and c iv il righ ts 
o f the more than 15 m illio n

fore ign-born Americans are to 
be tru ly  safeguarded,”  Green 
declared, “ the W alter-M cCarran 
A c t m ust go and the im m igra ­
tion and natura liza tion  po licy of 
these U nited States re w ritte n  
from  beginning to end.”

Organizations and ind iv idua ls  
are in v ite d  to partic ipate  in  the 
conference. F u ll details may be 
obtained from  the Am erican 
Committee offices at 49 E. 21 
St., New Y ork  10, N.Y., or c a ll­
ing OR. 4-5058.

Negroes Protest 
Bus Arrests 
In Birmingham

By Henry Gitano
NOV. 4 — B irm ingham ’s freedom -fighters are p ick ing  

up steam in  th e ir  struggle against a police reign of 
te rro r. Last n igh t, 2,000 people overflowed a mass meet­
ing, protesting bus segregation* 
and the wholesale ja ilin g  of 
Negro leaders. Mass meetings 
are scheduled every n ig h t in 
d iffe ren t parts o f the c ity , to 
afford B irm ingham ’s 100,000 
Negroes an oppo rtun ity  to  dem­
onstrate th e ir feelings. Rev. 
Fred L . Shuttlesw orth , m ilita n t 
in teg ra tion  leader, said: "A  lo t 
of people haven't heard about 
the boycott yet. We've got to 
get the w ord to more people. 
We expect the protest to grow  
greatly  du ring  the week. The 
tempo o f the people is bus 
boycott. The people are en­
thusiastic; there are qu ite  a few 
people no t r id in g  the buses."

The boycott began on Oct. 31 
when several hundred Negroes 
at a ra lly  decided to stop r id in g  
the buses in a “ spontaneous 
protest.”  One m in is te r com­
m enting on the arrogant tre a t­
m ent o f Negro passengers by 
w h ite  bus-drivers, said: “ These 
drive rs  s til l continue to slam 
bus doors in the faces o f Ne­
gro passengers and a Negro 
woman recently  was ja rred  off 
a bus, sp littin g  a knee, when 
the d riv e r de libera te ly  drove 
off w ith o u t w a rn ing .”
80% OF RIDERS

The decision to boycott the 
buses fo llow ed the dismissal 
of a su it in  Federal C ourt on 
Oct. 30 to force the buses to 
integrate and the re fusa l of 
B irm ingham  T rans it Co. o f­
fic ia ls to  negotiate w ith  Negro 
leaders. A bou t 80% o f the bus 
company’s business comes from  
Negro passengers.

R ein forcing the ind igna tion  
of B irm ingham 's Negro people 
was the arrest and im prison­
ment, in  llag ran t v io la tion  of 
elemental constitu tiona l rights, 
of ten Negro men and four 
women, fo r de fy ing  a new law  
w h ich  perm its d rive rs  to "as­
s ign" Negro passengers seals in  
the rear of buses.

Rev. Shuttlesw orth , one of 
those im prisoned, noted: “ The 
fact tha t 14 of us, were arrest­
ed and ja iled , shows how v o l­
u n ta r ily  and peacefu lly th e ir 
new scheme operates. A nd the 
fact tha t 3,000 Negro citizens 
gathered around the courthouse 
when we were arraigned shows 
the tem per o f our citizens in 
th is  crusade fo r our righ ts .”  
IN C O M M U N IC AD O

In  add ition  three m in isters 
from  M ontgom ery were arrest­
ed as vagrants in  Shuttles- 
w o rth ’s home and held incom ­
municado fo r five hours. Rev. 
M a rtin  L u th e r K ing , leader o f 
the v ic torious M ontgom ery bus 
boycott, denounced the arrests 
and expresed his so lida rity : “ I f  
the people o f good w il l,  both 
Negro and w h ite , w i l l  not take 
a stand against the Gestapo- 
lik e  tactics, our southland w il l  
be plunged in to  a state o f fasc­
ism the lik e  the w o rld  has 
never know n.”

Bus in tegra tion  is not the 
o n ly  battle . Last year Shuttles­
w o rth  was badly beaten fo r 
try in g  to reg iste r his ch ild ren  
in an a ll-w h ite  school. O f th is  
figh t he says: “ Our federa l su it 
to obta in  in tegra tion  in the 
B irm ingham  pub lic  schools is 
now  before the Supreme C ourt 
and c ity  o ffic ia ls have refused 
to answer our request fo r con­
ferences on the ba rr in g  o f N e­
groes from  pub lic  parks here. 
We in tend to go to Federal 
C ourt on that, too.”

In te rv iew ed  by the M ilita n t 
last year. Rev. S huttlesw orth  
expressed his people's aspira­
tions: "W e figh t segregation, 
period, amen, that's r ig h t, a ll 
over, anywhere. God is against 
sin, we're against segregation. 
We sing: 'A nd  before I 'd  be a 
slave. I ' l l  be buried  in  m y 
g*ave. A nd go back to m y Lo rd  
and be free !' Then we go out 
and figh t."

Letters from Militant Readers
Help and Advice
E d ilo r

Please find enclosed $5.00 
money order. Please extend my 
sub fo r another year and use 
the balance fo r thp good o f the 
cause. As i t  looks from  here 
the M ilita n t and the W orker 
ought to expose the enemies of 
the people and q u it name ca ll­
ing. Y our job  is to give the 
people the facts and then let 
the people give the name. L e t 
the people be the judge, ju ry  
and executioner. I  am a heretic, 
re lig ious ly  and p o lit ica lly , o r an 
independent free -th inke r. G ive 
me the facts. No one is perfect. 
That goes fo r creeds, po litica l 
o r religious. Name ca lling  is 
child ish.

C. s. •
Fond du Lac, Wis.

[Thanks fo r the con tribu tion  
I t  w i l l  go tow ard the $18,000 
o f our 30th A nn ive rsary  Fund. 
We agree about name calling. 
We tr y  to avoid i t  and instead 
to fu rn ish  our readers w ith  the 
facts and arguments, based on 
those facts, as to the best 
course fo r the w o rk ing  class in  
the figh t fo r socialism.— Ed.J

The Vote in Algeria
E ditor:

The A lgerians are being 
taken fo r a psychological ride 
by tha t parasitic puke, de 
Gaulle, and his stooges, the 
a rm y in  A lgeria . De Gaulle 
and the arm y no doubt p lan­
ned the whole series o f events 
tha t have taken place in  A l­
geria and France in the last 
few  months. The arm y, w h ich  
was the power tha t brought de 
G aulle to power, is now being 
to ld by de Gaulle to get ou t of 
politics. They w il l  make a false 
show of resistance, then got 
ou t; and tha t psychological 
strategem is supposed to draw 
a p ic tu re  on the minds o f the 
A lgerians and the French in 
France, and anybody else w ho 
might, be looking, o f the in v in ­
cible power o f de Gaulle.

A  s im ila r juven ile  psychology 
was pulled on me by cops when 
I was a k id  o f 16, by one cop 
acting tough to try  to make 
me ta lk  and another taking 
sides w ith  me against the other 
cop using violence . . .  1 have 
no doubt but that the A lgerians 
in the ir recent election were

v ir tu a lly  “ marched”  to the polls 
w ith  bayonets in  the backs and 
to ld  to vo le  “ yes”  o r else.

E. G.
Santa Rosa. Cal.

Thou Shalt Not Kill'
E ditor:

A  Father S h iffle r was quoted 
by the newspapers as stating 
at Fordham U. tha t he w ould  
be in  favo r of using the A tom  
bomb against the Russians. 
Such a statement is shocking to 
anyone who takes the teachings 
o f Jesus seriously, as any em­
p loym ent o f nuclear weapons 
can on ly  resu lt in the w anton 
and ind iscrim ina te  slaughter of 
both good and ev il a like. . . .

I  have no doubt ’that in  spite 
of a ll the fu ry  and racia l hatred 
engendered by the Nazis there 
were s ti l l  a lo t o f Germans who 
reta ined th is  be lie f in the 
Fatherhood o f God and the 
brotherhood o f men. B u t jus t 
lik e  a lo t o f other people a ll 
over the w orld  who are in ­
tim ida ted  by the ido l-w orsh ip  
o f Patrio tism , they were a fra id  
to speak up fo r th a t w hich they 
knew  in th e ir hearts to be 
righ t. . . ,

I f  people were to pd t aside 
fo r a short w h ile  th e ir narrow  
selfishnes they w ou ld  see th a t 
the other may also have a le­
g itim ate  r ig h t to  his po in t of 
view. For example, i f  our po­
sitions were reversed and we 
lived  on the m ainland o f China, 
we w ould  ce rta in ly  find i t  in ­
to lerable to have a few  rocky 
l it t le  islands, at the entrance to 
our harbors, occupied by a 
strong m ilita ry  force o f our 
riva ls.

I f  the clergym an feels as he 
expressed him self, he ought to 
resign and try  to obtain a po­
s ition on the General Staff, fo r 
his words do not harmonize 
w ith  the teachings of Jesus of 
Nazareth.

Perhaps (he governm ent is 
m aking a m istake in g ran ting  a 
special p riv ilege  o f exemption 
from  m ilita ry  service to c le rgy­
men. A t any rate so long as the 
fe llows w ith  th e ir collars on 
backwards are granted these 
special privileges, no one should 
hold it against the Conscien­
tious Objectors who shun m ili­
ta ry  service as opposed to th e ir 
re lig ious beliefs and God’s 
commandment tha t “ Thou Shalt

N ot K i l l , ”  sometimes called the 
F if th  Commandment and some­
times the S ixth , depending on 
C atholic o r Protestant. . . . 
C lergym en who feel as Fr. 
S h iffle r does should no more 
be en titled  to special p riv ilege 
but should have the same r ig h t 
as CO’s to “ take the F if th ”  as 
grounds fo r exem ption.

A. C.
Chicago

Calypso Rhythm?
M eddle East

Onkle Sam, the m eddling man, 
He m eddle in  the East,
He meddle in  the West,
He meddle where the 

IN TER EST’S best.
He meddle in  Greece,
He meddle in  O il,
He irks  the people who to il, 
A nd  crops th e ir pay checks 
To send a fifth  
To the Chiang K a i-shek’s.

— Anon

Vote No on No. 2
E dito r:

When we crossed the line  
in to  Ohio last week we no­
ticed a barrage o f signs on the 
road. For the most p a rt they 
read —  “ Vote No on Issue 
N um ber 2.”  We wondered w hat 
th is m ig h t be. I t  wasn’t  long 
a fte r a rr iv in g  in A kron  that 
re la tives solved the ridd le . One 
young man asked us i f  we had 
a “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  law  in I l l i ­
nois.

From that po in t on we were 
amazed at the eagerness of the 
fa m ily  to discuss. Most of them 
are rubber w orkers and they 
in itia ted  discussion on the issue 
facing Ohio voters and were 
ready to discuss m any other 
po litica l and trade-union ques­
tio n s .'T h is  was rem arkable in  
comparison w ith  previous vis its 
when i t  was lik e  p u llin g  eye 
teeth to get a discussion going 
and almost impossible to get a 
response to rad ica l solutions.

A rundow n of th e ir com­
ments sounded like  this: The 
labor leaders helped pave the 
w ay fo r th is move. I te ll you I 
w on ’t w o rk  in the plant w ith ­
ou t a contract. W hile  w e ’re 
figh ting  RTW  we ought to get 
rid  o f the T a ft-H a rtle y  Law  
too. Yeah, a group o f m in isters 
are against the law  but the ‘big 
three churches’ have been paid 
o ff and are fo r it. A  lo t of

people are fooled by s lick p rop ­
aganda fo r the proposed law. 
We’ve got p len ty  o f doorbe ll­
r in g in g  to do. Get the unem ­
ployed and people outside the 
plants to vote no w ith  us.

A n  old tim e rubber w orke r 
expressed his ideas along these 
lines: “ I th in k  I ’l l  s p lit m y 
vote. I ’ l l  vote no on issue No. 
2 bu t vote fo r  O’N e ill. He’s a 
Republican b u t D iSalle  doesn’t 
do any th in k in g  fo r h im self. 
Besides I ’m tired  o f vo ting  fo r  
the Democrats. The union is 
always urg ing  a vote fo r the 
Democrats and noth ing  comes 
of i t  —  in  or ou t of office.

M . and E. S. 
Chicago, 111.

Ditto (in Verse)
On No. 202

A  Confirmed Sinner
Eleven m in isters and 

one ba il bond broker 
Sat w ith  the D ev il 

in a game o f poker.
Freedom and security 

be t across the board,
P overty  and segregation, 

the D e v il’s hoard,
Was fre e ly  rew arded 

to the w inners;
Old N ick, ca lm ly took

the freedom o f the sinners. 
I t  is a sin, you know, 

we’ve been to ld  by sages 
To jo in  a union strong 

and demand union wages. 
N ow in  accordance to 

th is pious eleven 
S tarvation 's the shortest 

route  to Heaven;
B u t I, O, s in fu l cuss, 

th in k  i t  w ould  be swell 
To beat 202 

and take our chances 
ON O R G A N IZ IN G  H E LL.

Jack W righ t 
Seattle. Wash.

From a Teen-Ager
E dito r:

I notice tha t my subscription 
to the M ilita n t ends. Due to 
conditions beyond my contro l, 
I w il l  not be able to subscribe 
again. Perhaps when I am o f 
age I w il l  commence to read 
yo u r tru th -re la tin g  newspaper. 
The M ilita n t has helped me to 
become a libera l-m inded, in ­
formed, and observant teen­
ager.

R. C.
New Jersey


