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A w a it L it t le  Rock Decision

Thelma Moihershed, one of the heroic L i l l ie  Rock slu- 
dcn l fighters fo r in tegra tion , and her m other study a photo­
graph of Eisenhower and Arkansas Gov. Faubus. The L itt le  
Rock students are now aw aiting  a Supreme Court decision 
on the ir fu tu re .

Faubus Set to Defy 
Court on Integration

By George Lavan
W ith  Gov. Faubus of Arkansas openly preparing de­

fiance, and Southern Dem ocratic offic ia ls and press issuing 
threats, the U S. Supreme Court on Sept. 11 w i l l  resume 
its hearing o f the L it t le  Rock*.
School Board’s appeal fo r  a 
tw o-and-a-ha lf year suspension 
of in tegration. The C ourt is ex­
pected to give its ve rd ic t w ith ­
in a day or two, fo r Central 
H igh opens Sept. 15.
PRESSURE

The fu lm ina tions of Faubus 
and the Southern governors are 
having an obvious effect on 
B ig  Business po litica l and ed i­
to r ia l circles in the N orth. The 
aim is to pressure the C ourt 
in to  a retreat w hich, fo r all 
practical purposes, w ould n u l l i ­
fy  its school desegregation de­
cision of 1954. F a iling  this, Fau­
bus and company intend to de­
fy  the ru ling . They w e ll rea l­
ize the Court has no enforce­
ment power and that the Eisen­
how er adm in istra tion  has no 
lik in g  fo r in tegra tion  and w il l  
do the least possible to enforce 
a pro-in tegra tion  court ru ling .

On the basis o f im m u n ity  
last year from  federal prosecu­
tion, Faubus is now m aking

such boasts as th is: " I  w il l  re ­
sist any federal force in te rfe r­
ing  w ith  the affa irs of any 
school in  my. stale."

Great pressure is being ex­
erted on the high court. The 
racists have made a united 
fro n t w ith  northern  reaction­
aries and w itch  hunters in 
pressing fo r legislation to curb 
the Court. A ttacks on it  come 
regu la rly  from  such bodies as 
the national association o f state 
judges and state attorneys gen­
eral. Many B ig  Business news­
papers, magazines and colum n­
ists in the N orth  have succumb­
ed and are now urg ing aban­
donment of in tegration or a 
“ cooling-off period.”  O ther pa­
pers, s til l g iv ing  lip-service to 
desegregation, d isplay a marked 
drop in ardor fo r it. Between 
th e ir lines can be read the 
dread of another L it t le  Rock 
struggle and the ir yearning fo r 
“ re lie f”  from  the violence tha t 
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Chiang Drags America to 
Brink of W ar with China
Pleas fo r Jim Wilson 

Voiced in  W O Lands
By Gordon Bailey

Protests are pouring in  from  a ll over the w o rld  to 
M ontgom ery, A labama, demanding tha t the execution of 
Negro handyman, J im m y W ilson, fo r an alleged the ft of 
$1.95, be prevented. Telegrams*-
and le tters from  over 100 
countries have been received 
by Governor Folsom of A la ­
bama. O f over 1,000 le tters and 
109 telegrams received up to 
Sept. 2, only five — from  the 
U.S. — d id  not denounce the 
savage sentence.

W ilson's execution was sched­
uled fo r Sept. 5, but A labam a 
spokesmen p u b lic ly  state that 
a b rie f stay of execution is 
v ir tu a lly  autom atic. This is be­
cause the State Supreme Court 
must firs t hear an appeal from  
W ilson w hich is s til l pending. 
Should the court, w hich has a 
session on Sept. 4, ru le  against 
W ilson on tha t day, i t  has p ro ­
mised a delay of execution long 
enough to pe rm it W ilson to ap­
peal to the Governor fo r clem ­
ency. Gov. Folsom has declared 
he w il l  not act on any appeal 
fo r executive clemency before 
the State Supreme C ourt has 
acted.
J IM  CROW  JUSTICE

A  wave of ind ignation  and 
ho rro r at the sentence is surg­
ing around the globe. Executing 
a man fo r the ft impresses 
Europeans as a th row back to 
earlie r centuries when people 
were h a n g e d  fo r sheep­
stealing and s im ila r p e t t y  
crimes. T h a t  Alabama has 
electrocuted on ly Negroes fo r 
the ft has exposed to the whole 
w orld  the J im  Crow  nature of 
Am erican justice.

In the Hague, Holland, the 
Secretary General of the In te r­
national Commission of Jurists, 
cabled Gov. Folsom to grant 
clemency, po in ting  to “ w orld 
legal concern regarding the 
W ilson case.”  The Federal Gov­
ernm ent o f the B ritish  West 
Indies has asked the B ritish  
Ambassador in Washington to 
protest W ilson ’s sentence. The 
D a ily  Gleaner of Jamaica de­
scribes the W ilson sentence as 
a “ macabre anachronism.”

In  B raz il, 1.800 signed pe ti­
tions fo r W ilson's life . In  B r i t ­

ain, Mrs. Bessie Braddock, a 
Labor Party  Mem ber of Par­
liam ent, w ired  U.S. Ambassa­
dor W hitney tha t W ilson ’s exe­
cution w ould  “ outrage the c iv il­
ized w orld  and weaken NATO 
alliances.” President Eisenhower 
was asked to “ intervene to p re ­
vent th is in justice ”  by a B ritish  
group headed by Fenner B rock­
way, Chairm an of the Move­
ment fo r Colonial Freedom.
/ In  London, West Ind ian  stu ­

dents demonstrated before the 
U.S. Embassy w ith  placards 
reading, "Am erica, the Land of 
the Free and the Home of the 
Brave, Is to Execute a Negro 
fo r Stealing 14 S h illings," and 
"W hy W orry  A bout Lebanon? 
Why Not Put Alabama R ight?"

In  West Germany the news­
paper Der M ittag  of Dues- 
seldorf to ld  its readers: “ The 
situation in the S o u t h e r n  
states is such that a colored 
farm  w orker, who cannot read 
or w rite , can be sentenced to 
death because o f $2.00. This 
case shows how bad the equal­
ity  of the races fares in  the 
Southern states.”
B U FFALO  PETITIO N S

In  the U.S. great pressure is 
being generated by groups and 
ind iv idua ls. O utstanding is the 
“ Save J im m y W ilson C om m it­
tee”  in  Buffa lo  w hich has col­
lected clemency petitions from  
5,000 people in that c ity  and 
persuaded c ity  and state o f­
ficials to w ire  Folsom.

In  D otro it, Socialist W orkers 
P arty  candidates, Eve lyn Sell, 
F rank Love ll and L a rry  D o lin - 
sky, sent appeals to Folsom and 
urged th e ir opponents in the 
M ichigan elections to do lik e ­
wise.

M eanw hile f u r t h e r  doubt 
about W ilson's g u ilt is raised 
by a N.Y. Post story from  A la ­
bama revealing that the 82- 
year o ld w h ile  woman who ac­
cused W ilson of stealing $1.95, 
had been unable to recognize 
h im  in  the courtroom  although 
he was bu t a few feet away.

Rev. King Wins Place on Ballot 
Despite Challenge by Democrats

CHICAG O , Aug. 30 — The 
U nited Socialist Campaign to 
elect Rev. Joseph P. K in g  to 
Congress from  the Second D is­
tr ic t won a resounding v ic to ry  
yesterday when the Board of 
E lection Commissioners upheld 
his r ig h t to a place on the 
ba llo t.

In  a desperate attem pt to 
keep K ing  off the ballot, the 
machine of incum bent Demo­
cratic Congressman B a r r a t t  
O ’Hara had earlie r instigated 
tw o challenges of K ing 's nom ­
ina ting  petition  as being per­
meated w ith  “ fraud .”  Unable 
to substantiate th is crude 
charge at the o ffic ia l hearings, 
the challengers tr ied  to w h ip  
up a red-ba iting  atmosphere. 
B u t Rev. K in g ’s case was so 
strong that, despite its tvvo-to- 
one dom ination by Democrats, 
the election board had no 
choice but to ru le  in favor of 
the socialist candidate. His 
campaign com m ittee had filed 
some 3,500 more signatures 
than lega lly  required.
FIR ST H IN T

The lip o ff on the move to 
deprive K ing  o f a ballot place 
come Aug. 20 when the Chicago 
T ribune  reported: “ The Rev.
K in g  filed about 12,000 signa­
tures instead of the m in im um  
8,413, bu t supporters o f Rep. 
B a rra tt O'Hara . . .  said exam ina­
tion convinced them tha t pen­
men had tricked  the Rev. M r. 
K ing  by fo rg ing  numerous sig­
natures.”

Agents of libe ra l Democrat 
O ’Hara im m ediate ly began the

REV. JOSEPH P. K IN G

process by w hich the v a lid ity  
of Rev. K ing 's  petitions was 
challenged before the Board of 
E lection Commissioners. For 
years, independent opponents of 
O'Hara have been ru led off the 
ba llo t on technicalities.

A t the hearings. Rev. K ing  
was represented by F. Ray­
mond Marks, Jr., and F rederick 
H oughte ling of the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union. A n  a t­
torney named Dowd repre­
sented the forces try in g  to 
th row  K ing  off the ballo t. Dowd 
brought in  a handw riting  ex­
pert. who under cross exam i­
nation adm itted he had had 
only fou r or five hours in  which

to look at K ing 's nom inating 
petitions, and that, as a m atter 
of fact, he had examined on ly 
ISO sheets out of the to ta l 508.

He asserted tha t in  his op in ­
ion “ 200 to 225 names”  were 
“ couplets”  or, in  a few  cases, 
“ tr ip le ts ,”  where apparently 
the names o f a husband and 
w ife, o r the names o f three 
persons in the same household, 
had been entered by one per­
son.

No e ffo rt was made by the 
O’Hara forces to b ring  to the 
hearing, vo lu n ta rily  or by sub­
poena, those voters whose sig­
natures they were contesting. 
Even i f  these charges o f the 
hired expert could be proved 
to be true in the sm all num ber 
o f cases alleged —  at most i t  
was claimed tha t 100 husbands 
or w ives signed fo r one an­
other —  i t  w ould  in  no way 
ju s tify  the w ild  charge of 
“ fo rgery  and fraud ”  w hich 
the O’Hara machine spread in 
the press.

K IN G  ON STAND
E arly  in the hearing Dowd 

called Rev. K in g  to the stand 
and put to h im  questions im ­
p ly ing  tha t he was or had 
been a member of the Socialist 
W orkers Party. K ing  replied 
that he belonged to no party. 
The AC LU  attorneys, M arks 
and Houghte ling, objected to 
D ow d’s line  o f questioning and 
were upheld by the Board of 
E lection Commissioners.

Again, at the ve ry  end of 
the hearing, Dowd, seeking to 
bolster his case w ith  some

w itch -hun ting , demanded that 
H oward M ayhew, C h i c a g o  
Chairm an of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, who was in  the 
audience, be put on the stand.

M ayhew was sworn, gave his 
name and address. Dowd then 
asked i f  he was a sponsor and 
backer of K in g ’s candidacy. 
M ayhew responded w ith  an 
emphatic y6s. In  rapid suc­
cession, Dowd then demanded 
i f  he was* a member o f the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  and a 
communist. The attorneys for 
Rev. K in g  objected to th is line 
of questioning as im m ateria l 
and irre levant. The objection 
was upheld and the SWP o r­
ganizer was excused from  fu r ­
ther in terrogation.
D ID N 'T  SPECIFY

Illin o is  election law  requires 
th a t any objection brought 
against a candidate’s petitions 
“ shall state fu l ly  the nature of 
the objections to the nom ina­
tion papers.”  The objectors to 
K in g ’s petitions, however, did 
not make a specific objection 
to a single signature in  the ir 
o rig ina l challenge.

The AC LU  atforneys there­
fore presented a m otion on 
K ing 's behalf to dismiss the 
challenge because if  did not 
com ply w ith  the Illin o is  Elec 
tion  Code. The Board look this 
m otion under advisement and 
eight days la te r dismissed the 
challenge.

Elated by the ir v ic to ry , the 
supporters of Rev. K in g  are 
now ready to conduct a w h ir l­
w ind  campaign.

D r. Corliss Lam onl (top). 
U nited Independent-Socialist 
candidate fo r U.S. Senator 
from  New York, and John T. 
McManus, candidate fo r Gov­
ernor of New York.

N.Y. Ticket 
Nears Goal 
On Petitions

By Harry Ring
NEW  YO R K, Sept. 3 — O r­

ganized labor "once again re ­
ceived a rude k ic k  in  the 
tee th" at the Democratic slate 
convention, declared John T. 
McManus, U nited Independent- 
Socialist candidate fo r Gover­
nor, as he fo rm a lly  accepted 
nom ination ton igh t at a ra lly  
o f campaign workers. "The De 
Sapio m a c h i n e , "  he said, 
"scarcely deigned to conceal its 
u tte r contempt fo r labor's de­
mands and proposals."

The ra lly  also heard accep­
tance speeches by Dr. Annette 
T. Rubinstein, candidate fo r 
L t. Governor, and Captain Hugh 
N. Mulzac, candidate fo r Comp­
tro lle r, and messages of ac­
ceptance from  Dr. Corliss La- 
mont. candidate fo r U.S. Sena­
tor, and Scott K . Gray, candi­
date fo r  A tto rn e y  General.

The campaign w orkers lis ten ­
ed in te n tly  to a report on the 
status of the nom inating p e ti­
tion  drive, now in its last week, 
from  M u rie l M cAvoy, cha ir­
man of the petition  campaign 
committee.
200 PER CENT

“ I ’m proud and happy to say 
we have doubly fu lfille d  the 
requirem ents to get on the 
ba llo t,”  she reported. W ith  12,- 
000 signatures required, inc lud­
ing  a m in im um  of 50 from  each 
county, a to ta l o f 23.564 had 
been gathered before the meet­
ing opened. C a lling  on the 
campaigners to continue col­
lecting signatures rig h t up to 
the Sept. 9 filin g  deadline, Mrs. 
M cAvoy said, “ We already 
have a safe to ta l except tha t 
we cannot expect the fu ll co­
operation of state o ffic ia ls in 
recognizing the fine job  w e’ve 
done.”

“ L e t’s go to A lbany w ith  
more than tw ice the num ber 
o f signatures needed,”  urged 
H enry Abrams, chairm an o f the 
ra lly , “ and then we can do 
battle  p o lit ica lly  w ith  DeSapio, 
and th a t’s where we have h im !”

In  his message of acceptance, 
Corliss Lam ont challenged Ho- 
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Dictator Told that U.S. 
Forces W ill Intervene'

By the Editor
Chiang Kai-shek has succeeded in dragging Am erica to the b r in k  of a w a r tha t 

can touch off an atom ic conflict. This is the meaning of President E isenhower’s pro­
mise to “ in te rvene”  in  the Quemoy dispute as Trum an did in  the Korean c iv il war. 
C hiang’s purpose is to get the '---------
U nited States in to  a war, which 
if  won w ould  restore his to ta li­
tarian ru le  over the 625,000,000 
people of China.

In  1955 Congress abdicated 
its r ig h t to determ ine w hether 
America should be plunged in to  
such a w ar. The Washington 
representatives o f  A m erica ’s 
monopolies and Chiang’s China 
Lobby le ft it up to Eisenhower 
to make the fa te fu l decision. 
They even le ft i t  up to him  
whether or not to use nuclear 
•veapons.

At. the time, Eisenhower in ­
dicated tha t he was l it t le  con­
cerned about Chiang’s reta in ing 
e ithe r Quemoy or Matsu, the 
tin y , m ili ta r i ly  useless islands 
s itting  at the entrance of tw o 
of C hina’s most important, ha r­
bors. B ut he com m itted his ad­
m in is tra tion  to ho ld ing Chiang’s 
position on Formosa (Taiwan) 
where the Generalissimo holed 
up a fte r fleeing from  China.

Bolstered by some $2 b illio n  
tapped from  the U.S. Treasury 
since 1951, and protected by 
the U.S. Seventh Fleet, Chiang 
has been p lo tting  ever since on 
how to get Am erica involved 
in a shooting war w ith  the 
People's Republic of China.

A fte r Eisenhower’s rash 1955 
com m itm ent, C h i a n g  began 
transfe rring  his aging armed 
forces to Quemoy and Matsu, 
u n til at present one-th ird  of his 
en tire  force is s ittin g  like  cheese 
in a mouse trap on the tw o 
islands. M eanw hile he has per­
s istently raided the m ainland, 
blockaded Chinese shipping in 
the S tra its of Formosa and 
done every th ing  he could gen­
e ra lly  to annoy the new C h in ­
ese governm ent in to  action.

He fin a lly  succeeded. The 
Chinese governm ent began shell­
ing Quemoy and ca lling  on 
Chiang’s forces there to sur­
render.

Chiang parlayed th is  response 
to his provocation into a p ro ­
mise by Washington to save 
the garrison w hich the cunning 
N ationalist d ic ta to r had calcu- 
la tin g ly  stationed on Quemoy 
off the m ud flats of Am oy har­
bor.

The B ritish  governm ent con­
siders E isenhower’s stand to be 
“ madness” ; but they are g iv ing  
it “ d ip lom atic”  and “ p o lit ica l"  
support. The rest o f the w orld  
is w ithho ld ing  even th is token 
approval of E isenhower’s mad­
ness. The general opinion was 
expressed by E gyp t’s President 
Nasser Sept. 3 when he de­
nounced “ Am erican in te rven ­
tion in the quarre l over T a i­
w an”  in the strongest language 
he has used since the Suez 
crisis.

The fact is. as the Nation 
points out, tha t Chiang is 
“ blockading a stretch of the 
China coast w h ich  i f  it  were 
on the eastern shore of the 
U nited States, w ould  be bound­
ed by Delaware Bay on the 
no rth  and Cape Hatteras on the 
south." The Chinese people 
“ look on this deprivation much 
as Am ericans w ould  look on a 
blockade of N o rfo lk  and P h ila ­
delphia and points between.”

Le t th is lesson be enough. 
Let's dump Chiang before he 
dumps us in to  an atom ic w ar. 
Let's recognize the lega lly  con­
stitu ted governm ent of China 
and get Am erican troops out 
of Taiwan and the Seventh 
Fleet out of Chinese waters^

C hina  W ar Crisis A re a

Our New 
Phone Number

The new telephone num ­
ber of the M ilita n t ed itoria l 
and business offices is: 
CHelsea 3-2140.

The new telephone num ­
ber of Pioneer Publishers is: 
Chelsea 3-2977.

The num ber of the Social­
ist W orkers Party , National 
Office, is A Lgonqu in  5-7460.

This map shows the area along China's coast where the 
U.S. Seventh Fleet is backing up Chiang Kai-shek. Matsu 
island (2), a few miles off the Chinese m ain land and over 
100 miles from  Formosa, is garrisoned by Chiang Kai-shek's 
troops. The island of Quemoy (3), also occupied by Chiang's 
U.S.-equipped forces, blockades the im portan t Chinese port 
of Am oy. Chinese moves to occupy these parts of its  te r r i­
to ry  b ring  threats of w ar from  Dulles.

B uffalo Indep. -Socialists 

Fight to Save W ilson
B U FFA LO , Sept. 1 — The 

movement to save J im m y 
W ilson in itia ted  by the West­
ern New Y ork  State Campaign 
Committee of the Independent- 
Socialist P arty  has m ushroom ­
ed into sizable proportions in 
the Buffa lo  area and has spread 
to surrounding regions.

W ith  the firs t news tha t the 
party  had launched an effort 
to w in  support fo r the case, 
volunteers came by the dozen 
to aid the Com m ittee in  its 
w ork. Headquarters of the 
"Save J im m y W ilson C om m it­
tee”  is the Independent-Social­
ist campaign headquarters at 
1371 Jefferson Avenue.

So fa r over 5,000 signatures 
have been gathered on petitions 
to Governor Folsom o f A la ­
bama, demanding a stay of ex­
ecution and a new and fa ir  
tr ia l. The firs t 4,000 of these 
have already been forw arded 
to Alabama.

A  constant stream o f vo lu n ­
teers pass in and out of the 
office, some of them bring ing  
hundreds of signatures. The pe­
titions . have been taken to 
unions, churches, i n t o  the 
neighborhoods and places of 
employment. Since the local 
press has given the m atte r 
w ide and repeated coverage, 
the telephone is r in g in g  w ith  
offers of help.

Petitions have been taken to 
p lant gates, too. In  one case, a 
coke-oven w o rke r and an un­
employed auto w o rke r took 
them to the 6:30 A .M . sh ift 
change at Bethlehem Steel, and 
were able to sign up over tw o 
hundred of the tired  bu t w i l l ­
ing steel w orkers at one gate.

HOUSEW IVES LE A D
A h igh ligh t o f the campaign 

has been the spearheading e f­
forts o f a core of housewives. 
They have led the delegations 
tha t have enlisted support fo r 
J im m y W ilson and have spoken 
on his behalf before local o r­
ganizations. Yesterday, Mrs.

R uth Stone, accompanied by 
another member of the com­
m ittee, Mrs. R ita Johnson, pre­
sented the facts o f the case to 
the congregation of the A n tioch  
B aptis t Church. A fte r  Mrs. 
Stone spoke, a woman in  the 
congregation rose and made an 
impassioned appeal to those 
present to “ go down to 1371 
Jefferson Avenue, where they 
are w o rk ing  to save J im m y 
W ilson.”  Everyone present, in ­
c lud ing  the Rev. M r. J. M. Rob­
inson, signed the petitions.

Delegations have vis ited Gov. 
H arrim an at the Democratic 
State Convention and Buffalo's 
mayor, F rank  A. Sedita. The 
v is it to the Democratic Con­
vention resulted in  a w ire  to 
Gov. Folsom from  H arrim an.

An in te rrac ia l delegation of 
16 men and women saw the 
m ayor at C ity  H all, F riday, 
August 29. The fo rty -five  m in ­
ute session w ith  h im  before 
reporters, te levision cameras 

( Continued on Page 4)

Montgomery Cops 
Assault Rev. King

Sept. 4 — The Rev.
M a rtin  L u the r K ing, leader 
of the h is to ric  M ontgom ery, 
A la., bus boycott, was a r­
rested by M ontgom ery cops 
yesterday on a charge of 
" lo ite r in g ."  He la te r reported 
the tw o cops who grabbed 
him, " tr ie d  to break my arm, 
they grabbed m y co lla r and 
tr ied  to choke me, and when 
they got me to the cell, they 
kicked me in ."  K in g  was 
la te r released on bond. Po­
lice Commissioner Sellers, a 
member of the W h ile  C it i­
zens Council, denied the 
b ru ta lity  c h a r g e  despite 
photographic evidence and 
said his cops treated K ing  
lik e  they treat anyone else 
they arrest.
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address a ra lly  Saturday eve­
ning, Sept. 13, at H ad ji Temple, 
118 East U tica St. The ra lly  
w il l  also hear Dr. Annette  T. 
Rubinstein, Independent-Social­
ist candidate fo r L t. Governor, 
and Dr. Lonnie Cross, Negro 
educator from  A tla n ta  U n ive r­
sity.

The B ritish  Laborite  w il l  
speak in Boston Wed., Sept. 17, 
8 P.M., at C om m unity Church, 
565 Boylston St. H is subject 
w il l  be, “ For Peace —  A gainst 
Nuclear Explosions.”
TOURED WEST

Mr. Davies' tou r has evoked 
a good deal of in terest in ra d i­
cal, labor and peace circles. In  
Los Angeles, 800 turned out 
fo r a ra lly  tha t clim axed sev­
eral days of extensive T V  and 
radio coverage o f his v is it to 
the c ity . Previously, in Denver, 
he spoke to a m eeting o f 200. 
In  Vancouver, B.C., there were 
over 500 in attendance. More 
than 300 persons heard h im  at 
a meeting o f the San Francisco 
Independent Socialist Forum.

Tammany Hall Victory 
Puts Liberals on Spot

By Harold Wilson

The New Y o rk  state convention of- the Democratic 
P a rty  was an u tte r rout fo r the libe ra l and labor forces. 
Carm ine DeSapio, head o f the NYC Dem ocratic organiza­
tion , came to B uffa lo  w ith  all*- 
bu t 21 of the big c ity 's  dele­
gates in his hip  pocket. Since
on ly  572 votes were needed to 
nominate, DeSapio had com­
plete contro l o f the convention.

He used th is contro l to ram 
through the nom ination of 
F ia n k  Hogan, a machine choice, 
fo i U.S. Senator over the op­
position of Gov. H arrim an and 
M ayor Wagner. This rough 
trea tm ent was DeSapio's way 
o f teaching the libe ra l-labo r 
elements in  the pa rty  the ir 
place.
"E G G H E AD S "

The Aug. 28 N. Y. Times de­
scribes DeSapio’s action as a 
deliberate decision by Tam ­
m any H a ll to check the pre­
tensions o f the “ egghead”  or 
in te llec tua l elements in the 
D em ocratic Party. The Tam ­
m any leaders were of the 
op in ion tha t the New Deal and 
lib e ra l elements had been act­
ing  too big fo r th e ir britches 
w ith in  the party .

As fo r the Negro leaders, the 
Am sterdam  News, leading NYC 
Negro newspaper, reports (Aug. 
30) tha t th e ir p lan to urge a 
Negro s late-w ide candidate at 
the convention was im m ediate­
ly  squelched when DeSapio 
to ld  them the move "w ou ld  
seriously embarrass me and 
Gov. H arrim an."

The steam ro llering o f Ho­
gan’s nom ination _ fo r Senator 
c lea rly  and p ub lic ly  establish­
es the true  power re la tionsh ip  
W ith in  the N. Y. Democratic 
P arty . A t the same tim e i t  
puts the leaders of the L ib e ra l

Party  in  a d iff ic u lt spot. This 
party  o rd in a rily  endorses the 
Democratic candidates, but« i t  
tries to influence the Democrats 
to run people who can be 
passed off as liberals.
H EA T ON L IB E R A LS

In  an a ttem pt to influence 
the Democrats to nom inate 
Thomas K. F in le tte r, the L ib ­
eral P arty  Convention nom ina­
ted him  first, labe lling  his 
r iva l, Hogan, a poor a lternative. 
But Tam m any gave F in le tte r 
the brush-off and nominated 
Hogan. This le ft the L ibera l 
leaders ho ld ing  the bag and 
F in le tte r. He resigned the L ib ­
eral P a rty  nom ination in  a 
few  days and now the L ibe ra l 
P arty  leaders must accept H o­
gan or find a sacrificia l candi­
date to run independently.

Heavy pressure is being pu t 
on the L ibera l Party  to accept 
Hogan. H arrim an, DeSapio and 
Hogan, h im self, have been 
closeted w ith  A lex  Rose and 
other L ibe ra l bosses. Hogan 
w ent on the a ir to ask fo r the 
L i b e r a l  P a rty  endorsement, 
po in ting  out tha t he had had i t  
v/hen he ran fo r his present 
post of D is tr ic t A tto rney.

A FL-C IO  leaders are p u tting  
the heat on the L ibe ra l leaders 
not on ly to take Hogan but 
to go the whole hog and even 
endorse Tammany's c h o i c e  
fo r A tto rney  General, Peter J. 
C ro tty , A t the ir convention the 
L ibera ls  swore to oppose C ro tty , 
whom they denounced as a 
machine hack, and nominated 
R ichard L ips itz  to run  against 
him .

By Joseph Hansen

H ISTO RY AN D  CONSCIENCE, 
The Case of H ow ard Fast, by 
Hershel D. Meyer. New Y ork: 
A n v il-A tla s  Publishers, New 
Y ork. 1958. 83 pp. $1. (M ay 
be ordered from  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  P l„ 
New Y ork 3, N. Y.)

This is the S ta lin is t answer 
to H oward Fast’s book, The 
Naked God. I am not using the 
word “ S ta lin is t”  as an epithet. 
The characterization, drastic as 
it  is, can be established, I th ink, 
as accurate.

In  The Naked God Fast te lls 
how and w hy he came to be­
lieve, as a resu lt o f his ex­
periences in the depression, 
that the Am erican Communist 
Party  was a genuine socialist 
organization representing the 
fu tu re  of m ankind ; and then 
how and w hy, in  the years 
a fte r jo in ing , he came to doubt 
th is; and fin a lly  how and w hy 
Khrushchev’s revelations at the 
Tw entie th  C o n g r e s s  about 
S ta lin ’s crimes punctured his 
m istaken belief.

To Com m unist P arty  critics 
of his book, Fast made the 
fo llo w in g  challenge:

“ The secret report of K h rush ­
chev is central. For years T ro t­
sky was the d e v il’s own name, 
and no Com m unist was per­
m itted  to read him , much less 
quote him . B u t a few  weeks 
before w rit in g  this, I  opened 
Leon T ro tsky ’s book, The Revo­
lu tion  Betrayed. I had not look­
ed at i t  fo r almost tw en ty  
years, bu t its words rang w ith  
the te rrib le  timeliness of a 
com m entary on the K h rush ­
chev report w ritte n  today. Yet 
the book was published in 1937.

" I  care l it t le  at th is po in t 
about denunciations by Com­
munists, bu t I feel im pelled 
to suggest tha t the r ig h t to 
challenge me be earned. I defy 
Communists to read the secret 
report again, fu lly , care fu lly , 
and then to balance against i t  
T rotsky's 'R evolu tion Betrayed' 
—  and having done so, to re ­
fu te  me. As fo r those who w il l  
not read the evidence, the ir 
m inds are locked and the P arly  
has had its way w ith  them ."

H O W ARD FAST

I t  is from  the w ay Meyer 
meets th is pub lic challenge tha t 
we must say his rep ly is “ S ta l­
in is t.”

W H A T  C HALLENG E?

F irs t o f a ll, he does not m en­
tion  the challenge. Instead, he 
takes his stand on the unassail­
able fac t tha t a ll great revo lu ­
tions have had th e ir renegades. 
The October R evolution was 
great —  therefore i t  is to be 
expected tha t i t  too should 
have its renegades.

N ext he assumes something 
which he keeps hidden from  
the reader; namely, tha t the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy is the 
same as the October R evolu­
tion. This false assumption 
serves a h ig h ly  practical p u r­
pose, fo r i t  fo llow s tha t w ho­
ever opposes the S ta lin is t bu r­
eaucracy and its d ic ta to ria l 
practices au tom atica lly  opposes 
the October Revolution. H ow ­
ard Fast opposes the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy and its d ic ta toria l 
practices; therefore, according 
to Meyer's hidden assumption, 
Fast opposes the October Revo­
lu tion . O bviously Fast is  a 
renegade.

As an a u x ilia ry  argument, i f  
th is deft logic does not satisfy 
you, Meyer stands on the bed­
rock position tha t every great

revo lu tion  makes its mistakes. 
The October Revolution made 
its mistakes, pa rticu la rly  some 
tw en ty  years la ter in  the last 
pa rt o f the S ta lin  era. In  ' p re ­
vious revolutions people of 
weak m ind and i l l  w il l  have 
magnified the mistakes and lost 
sight of the essentials. Howard 
Fast, hampered by a weak 
m ind and i l l  w il l,  has fa llen  
in to  this error. He has com­
m itted  the monstrous and in ­
sufferable crim e of m agnify ing 
S ta lin 's crimes. That autom at­
ica lly  makes h im  anti-Soviet.

The sophistry at the bottom  
o f these arguments is not pe­
cu lia r to S talin ism . In  fact i t  is 
qu ite  widespread in our times. 
Anyone who differed w ith  Mc­
Carthy, fo r instance, could ex­
pect to be labelled “ un-A m er­
ican.”  And the same s til l  goes 
fo r any governm ent employe 
and many others inclined to so­
c ia lis t opposition to the Demo­
cratic and Republican ma­
chine?. W hat is peculiar- to 
S ta lin ism  is the use o f such 
sophistry to defend the bu r­
eaucracy in the Soviet U nion 
from  socialist critic ism .

BOOK IS PSYC HO PATHIC !

Fo llow ing  up consistently on 
his basic points, Meyer paints 
a p icture  o f Fast’s book that 
has l it t le  connection w ith  the 
actual w ork : I t  is “ an inco­
herent, h ig h ly  subjective docu­
m ent”  filled  w ith  “ hysterical 
accusations,”  “ emotion-charged 
irra tiona litie s ,”  “ re jection of the 
coherent M arx is t philosophy,” 
“ a flood of untamed images, 
ram b ling  conjectures and false 
analogies, rumors, gossip and 
invective ," “ tirades, expletives, 
abuse, accusations, d istortions 
and se lf-justifica tions.”

As fo r Fast’s g ripp ing  story 
of his d is illus ion ing  experiences 
—  i t ’s a ll ju s t “ b its of in fo r­
m ation and a few ram bling  ob­
servations about life  inside the 
C o m m u n i s t  P arty ,”  “ w ild  
charges”  and an attem pt to “ as­
sassinate the character o f his 
fo rm er comrades.”

In  regard to the Soviet 
Union, which Fast supports in  
his book, M eyer notes "w ildes t 
v itupera tions," "unb rid led  an li- 
Sovieteering," " ra ilin g  at the

KHR USH CH EV

Soviet U n ion ," "cursing a large 
sector of hum an ity " and the 
"hym n ing  of im peria lism 's v i r ­
tues."

I f  th is rep ly  to H oward Fast’s 
pub lic challenge to read and 
compare Khrushchev’s reve la­
tions and Leon T ro tsky ’s Revo­
lu tio n  Betrayed has not made 
you cautious about accepting 
the exposure o f S ta lin is t p rac­
tices in The Naked God, Meyer 
offers you an inside view  o f the 
character of the au thor tha t 
should make fu rth e r discussion 
unnecessary. And he invokes 
Freud —  w ith o u t m entioning 
tha t Freud, as Fast points out, 
is considered in the S ta lin is t 
creed to be reactionary.

SO IS THE AU TH O R !

“ O verw rought and hys te ri­
ca l," Fast’s “ th irs t fo r  fla tte ry, 
fo r reward, fo r canonization be- 
same insatiable,”  and he began 
to suffer “ persecution delus­
ions.”  “ He daubs every incident 
w ith  sin ister and d iabolica l a l­
lusions." This was due, accord­
ing to our S ta lin is t in psycho­
analyst’s c loth ing, to an “ ad­
m itte d ly  unbalanced person­
a lity ”  suffering from  the “ long- 
sm ouldering personal hatreds 
and inner em otional tensions of 
a m ind to rn  by psycho-neuro- 
tic  conflicts.”

Fast, Meyer te lls us, is “ in ­
capable o f reasoning in terms 
o f causal re la tions." W hich 
does not mean, o f course, tha t 
Meyer is capable of meeting
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gan and Keating, his Demo­
cratic  and Republican oppon­
ents, to jo in  h im  " in  opposing 
Am erican m ilita ry  in te rvention  
in  the Far East where the U.S. 
Governm ent seeks to prevent 
the Chinese People's Republic 
from  asserting its r ig h tfu l do­
m ain over Quemoy and other 
offshore islands occupied by 
the N ationalists."

Discussing the setback su f­
fered by the L ibe ra l Party  
leaders when the Democrats re ­
fused to nom inate th e ir choice, 
Thomas K. F in le tte r, fo r the 
Senate, John T. McManus to ld  
the campaign w orkers they 
now had an im portan t oppor­
tu n ity  to w in  support from  
members of the L ibe ra l party.

“ I t  now seems p re tty  clear,”

he said, “ tha t the fix  is in  fo r 
the L ib e ra l leaders to accept 
Hogan. . . .  So the rank and 
file  o f the L ibe ra l pa rty  is le ft 
in a strange and stranded po­
sition by the ir leaders. We have 
a golden oppo rtun ity  to p ro ­
vide them w ith  a chance to get 
out of the box the ir leaders 
have pu t them in. L ike  us, the 
rank and file wants peace, c iv il 
rights and an end to machine 
politics. Many share our so­
c ia lis t objectives.”

Dr. Rubinstein to ld the meet­
ing tha t the Independent-So­
c ia lis t candidates w ould per­
sonally present th e ir nom inat­
ing petitions in A lbany. “ We’re 
going to have a p ilg rim age,” 
she said. “ We’ll a ll be carry ing  
valises fu l l  o f petitions and 
we’l l  de live r them in person

to the Secretary of State, Car­
m ine DeSapio, whp,, I ’m  sure 
w il l  appreciate them greatly .”

The meeting ha ll rang w ith  
applause as the candidate fo r 
L t. Governor reported tha t Rev. 
Joseph P. K ing , united socialist 
candidate fo r Congress from  
Chicago, had won a place on 
the ba llo t despite efforts by 
the Democratic machine to 
keep h im  off.

Assailing the record o f the 
m a jo r parties and th e ir can­
didates, Dr. Rubinstein said, 
“ Both H arrim an and Rockefel­
le r have expressed support of 
th e ir parties’ inhuman, cold- 
w ar po licy  and of the crushing 
arms budget and use o f suicidal 
nuclear weapons. . . . Keating, 
already notorious fo r his fa w n ­
ing adulation o f J. Edgar Hoov-

People's World Fires Pettus 
For Opposing Coon Attacks

A d v e r t is e m e n t

T e rry  Pellus has been fired 
as ihe ed itor of the N orthw est 
bureau of the People's W orld, 
according to an a rtic le  in  the 
Aug. 25 Seattle Times. Pettus 
was fired  fo r p u b lic ly  rebuk­
ing those members o f the 
Communist P a rly  w ho organ­
ized a goon squad to  beat up 
members of the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty  at a People's W orld  
p icn ic on Ju ly  4.

(C lara Kaye, R ichard Fraser 
and Jack W righ t, leading m em ­
bers o f the SWP in  Seattle, 
were beaten and pumm eled by 
a squad o f w e ll-know n  figures
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in  the Seattle CP. The SWP 
members had been inv ited  to 
attend the picn ic by offic ia ls of 
the People’s W orld.)

Accord ing to the Seattle 
Times, Pettus tr ied  to head off 
the prearranged attack.

A fte rw ards  he apologized in 
the People’s W orld (Ju ly  12) 
fo r  the outbreak o f “ row dyism ”  
and “ the strong-arm  tactics of 
self-appointed bouncers, who 
acted w i t h o u t  authorization 
from  any responsible represen­
ta tive  of th is paper.”  
R ES IG N A TIO N  D EM AN D ED

Pettus said his dismissal was 
subsequently demanded by “ o f­
ficers of a group”  who con­
sidered his statement o f Ju ly  
12 “ a slanderous attack on 
some o f the best supporters of 
the paper."

“ I  have no disagreement 
w ith  the po licy  o f the People’s 
W orld ,”  Pettus to ld  the Seattle 
paper, “ I  s t i l l  agree w ith  the 
statement published J u ly  12. I 
refused to accept tha t tru th fu l 
statem ent as a slanderous a t­
tack on the best supporters of 
the paper. I  also refused to 
agree to a fab rica tion  tha t I 
was consulted in  advance about 
the po licy  th a t led to the d is­
rup tion  o f the p icnic.”

The Seattle paper comments 
tha t “ In  previous in te rv iew s in 
the past decade, Pettus has ex­
pressed pride in belonging to 
the C om m unist P arty .”  I t  then 
quotes h im  in  the present in ­
te rv ie w  as stating: “ I  belong 
to no p o lit ica l group. I  was a 
Republican, a Democrat and a 
Communist. Now I ’m a p o litica l 
independent.”

T e rry  Pettus firs t became

N orthw est ed ito r of the Peo­
p le ’s W orld  in  1948. In  1954, 
along w ith  fou r other leaders 
o f the Com m unist P arty  in  
Washington, he was convicted 
under the w itch -hun ting  Sm ith 
Act. This conviction was re ­
versed earlie r th is year by the 
Supreme Court.

Pettus' discharge from  the 
People's W orld  is effective as 
of Sept. 1. H is successor, i t  is 
announced, w i l l  be Paul Em ­
erson of Tacoma.

Calendar 
Of Euents

LOS ANG ELES
School o f In te rna tiona l So­

cialism  —  F a ll Session. S ix 
sessions, beginning Sept. 14, 
10:30 A.M., on “ The H is to ry  of 
Am erican T ro tskyism .”  Ins truc­
tor: M ilto n  Wolfe. S ix sessions, 
beginning Sunday, Sept. 4, 12 
noon, on “ M an’s W o r l d l y  
Goods,”  an economic in te rp re ta ­
tion o f h istory. Ins tructo r, Os­
car G. Coover. Forum  H all, 
1702 E. 4th St., Los Angeles, 
33. Phone: An. 9-4953.

•
BOSTON

Hear H aro ld  Davies, B ritish  
Labour MP, speak on “ For 
Peace —  Against Nuclear E x ­
plosions,”  Wed., Sept. 17, 8
P.M., C om m unity  Church, 565 
Boylston St. C on tribu tion , 90 
cents. Auspices, Boston Labor 
Forum.

er, has declared th a t i f  elected 
he w il l  do his best to cooperate 
w ith  Dulles’ insane po licy of 
’b rinkm ansh ip .’

"The Dem ocratic candidate. 
Hogan . . . finds no fa u lt w ith  
Dulles' avowed in ten tion  to 
keep our country teetering on 
the b rin k  of war. In  fact, he 
promises, i f  elected, to help 
move our nation more e ffic ien t­
ly  in  the same catastrophic d i­
rection."

R eferring to the large num ­
ber o f youth present, Dr. Ru­
binstein concluded, “ I ’m glad 
to see so many young people 
who realize that the issues of 
peace, c iv il righ ts and a social­
ist Am erica concern them 
above a ll.”
PAR TY  OF FAU BU S '

H ittin g  a t the c iv il-r ig h ts  
record of the Republicans and 
Democrats, Captain Mulzac said, 
“ Rockefeller and the R epubli­
can state p la tfo rm  declare sup­
port fo r E isenhower’s c iv il-  
righ ts po licy. Is th js a th rea t or 
a promise? E isenhower has ca­
p itu la ted  to the D ix iecra t ra ­
cist offensive tim e and again. 
. . . As fo r H arrim an and his 
ticke t— he belong* to the same 
pa rty  as the D ix iecrats —  to 
the pa rty  of Faubus w ho is 
ca rry ing  on a w ar against the 
colored ch ild ren  of L it t le  Rock, 
to the party  of Folsom of A la ­
bama who has thus fa r  turned 
a deaf ear to the w orld -w ide  
demand to stop the execution 
of J im m y W ilson.”

The acceptance message from  
Scott G ray declared, “ . . . The 
Dem ocratic P a rty  adm in istra ­
tion  of New Y o rk  State and 
the Republican P arty  w h ich  
controls the leg is la ture have 
v ir tu a lly  served notice tha t 
they in tend to continue such 
a n ti-c iv il libe rties  statutes as 
the Feinberg Law  and the so- 
called State S ecurity Jtisk Law , 
as w ell as the an ti-un ion  Con- 
lon-W adlin  Law , w h ich  de­
prives employees of the state 
and c ity  governments o f the ir 
democratic r ig h t to s trike . . . . 
There is only one means by 
w hich New Y ork  State voters 
can m anifest the grow ing re­
vuls ion against the w itch  hun t 
—  and tha t is by ro llin g  up a 
pow erfu l protest vote fo r the 
candidates of the Independent- 
Socialist ticke t.”

The ra lly  approved sending 
a telegram  to Eisenhower de­
m anding rem oval o f U.S. forces 
frdm  the area o f the Quemoy 
and Matsu islands and urg ing  
recognition of the Chinese gov­
ernm ent and support to its b id 
fo r admission to the UN. A 
telegram to Gov. Folsom re ­
itera ted the Independent-Social­
ist demand to reprieve J im m y 
W ilson,

S T A L IN

Fast’s pub lic challenge and te l l­
in g  us about the reactionary so­
cial forces expressed in S ta lin ’s 
“ monstrous”  crimes. (M eyer 
uses the word “ monstrous.” )

"W h itake r Chambers . . .
Budenz, and now H oward Fast." 
"P u b lic ly  deserting and de­
nouncing friends." "be tray ing  
one's group," "indecent and a 
scoundrel." "Fast plunges head­
long in to  the demonology of 
the late Joseph Goebbels and 
Joseph R. M cC arthy." "H is  
curse is on the October Revo­
lu tio n ."

I f  tha t does no t p u t a cross 
on the spot where the author 
was last seen, consider th is 
poss ib ility : Fast is money
hungry. “ Facing bankruptcy, 
Fast began entreating loans and 
subsidies from  w ea lthy  peo­
ple.”  Some “ m illio n a ire  b ro k ­
ers and insurance men w ith  
W all Street connections”  ap­
proached Fast. “ On his part, 
was i t  a case of exchanging 
harsh and ‘d iscred ited ’ Com­
m unist m ora l values fo r a b it 
o f cold cash?”  W ell, was it? 
M eyer bids us use our im ag i­
nation — and, if  we are Party 
members, an im agination that 
has been colored by his lu r id  
description of the book and its 
author.

I  hope tha t th is is suffic ient 
to establish the v a lid ity  of 
characterizing Meyer’s re p ly  to 
Fast as S ta lin is t, fou l as the 
w ord is; bu t I recommend tha t 
everyone read the rep ly  fo r 
h im se lf —  a fte r firs t reading 
w hat it  attacks.

HE W AS OUR HORSE

Lest I  create a w rong im ­
pression, le t me add tha t M ey­
er’s pam phlet is not w h o lly  
w ith o u t s incerity . Genuine in ­
dignation, I  believe, is observ­
able in at least one part of 
Meyer's handling o f w ha t he 
calls the “ re la tive ly  m ino r po­
lit ic a l event”  in vo lv in g  the 
w orld-fam ous nove lis t’s resig­
nation from  the Communist 
Party.

Fast, he te lls  us, was unap­
preciated by the bourgeois 
w orld  as a w r ite r  both before 
and a fte r he jo ined the Com­
m unist Party. The Party, how ­
ever, together w ith  the S ta lin ­
ist governments, p a rticu la rly  
the K rem lin , converted the un ­
know n scribb le r in to  the most 
w ide ly  read author in  the So­
v ie t U nion and Eastern Europe. 
Fast became re la tive ly  wealthy, 
according to Meyer.

However, instead o f docile ly 
rem ain ing in  his stable and 
continu ing  to express appreci­
ation to the bureaucracy fo r 
the bounteous supply of oats, 
Fast chose to k ic k  down his 
s ta ll and run  away from  S ta l­
inism . Thus, when Meyer, le ft 
w ith  the b rid le , spurs and r id ­
ing crop, speaks of the "enorm ­
ity  o f th is treason,”  his emo­
tion, c lea rly  enough, is not 
w ith o u t understandable cause. 
That horse, tem peram ental or 
not, was the last feature at­
traction  in  the Am erican CP 
barn.

NOT YET

A  rep ly  like  M eyer's seems 
aimed p r im a rily  at members 
o f the Com m unist Party . The 
po litica l objective is to p re ju ­
dice them against reading 
Fast’s book. I f  the “ anti-So­
v ie t”  epithet can be made to 
stick, the book can be k illed .

I  w ould  be among the last to 
say th a t this a ttem pt cannot 
succeed. Fast h im se lf m ay as­

sist i t  by actua lly  becoming 
anti-Soviet. In  the long record 
of S talin ism , many fine artists 
and w rite rs  have become so 
repelled by its practices as to 
m istakenly re ject the socialist 
movement as a whole. B u t th is  
is not yet the case w ith  H ow ­
ard Fast — no m atter how re ­
pulsive those who fo rm e rly  
lauded him  now find his per­
sonality to have been a ll the 
time.

In  fact, in  "The Naked G od" 
Fast affirm s his fa ith  in  social­
ism, in planned economy, and 
in  the capacity of the Soviet 
people to r id  themselves o f the 
parasitic bureaucracy w ith o u t 
destroying the great achieve­
ments made possible in  ihe 
Soviet U nion by the October 
Revolution.

There is one item  of some 
interest in M eyer’s attack. N ot 
once does he use the epithet 
“ T ro tsky ite .”  I t  may be tha t 
M eyer inadverten tly  skipped 
the “ T ’s”  as he thum bed 
through his thesaurus of invec­
tive. However, one w ould im ­
agine th a t his ed ito r w ould 
sure ly catch such an oversight.

A  more lik e ly  explanation is 
tha t M eyer has in m ind the 
g row ing  understanding among 
members o f the Com m unist 
P arty  tha t i f  the Moscow T ria ls  
were frame-ups, as Khrushchev 
admits, then T rotsky, the p r in ­
cipal v ic tim  in those fram e- 
ups, m ust have been innocent.

S T A L IN  — JUST G U LL IB LE ?

That th is may be the correct 
explanation is indicated by 
M eyer’s new version o f who 
was g u ilty  in the frame-ups. He 
says noth ing about the old lie  
tha t T ro tsky “ p lo tted ”  S ta lin ’s 
death in a secret pact w ith  
H itle r. Instead, Nazi agents 
“ penetrated the Soviet security 
apparatus, and w ith  th e ir ac­
complices . w ith in  the U.S.S.R. 
exp lo ited the fears o f the peo­
ple to create d isrup tion  and 
confusion.”  How d id  the Nazi 
agents do this? “ They took ad­
vantage of S ta lin ’s pathological 
suspiciousnes and succeeded in 
fram ing  a num ber of loya l 
Communists and pa rty  leaders.”

Two curious conclusions fo l­
low  from  th is: (1) “ Thus i t  was 
not the Socialist system, nor 
the Com m unist Party , b u t its 
m orta l enemy, fascism, which 
in itia ted  the fram e-ups and ex­
cesses w ith in  the USSR.”  This 
is an e ffo rt to s til l cover up 
S ta lin , the real in it ia to r o f the 
frame-ups and — how euphe­
m istic can you get? — “ excess­
es.”  B u t i t  comes rem arkab ly  
close to ca lling  S ta lin  a Nazi 
agent —  a 180% reversal of 
the charges the d ic ta to r leve l­
led against his v ic tim s in  the 
Moscow Tria ls.

(2) “ The d ividends reaped 
by enemies o f Socialism were 
the 1937 and 1948-1950 fram e- 
up tr ia ls .”  This is w ha t the 
T ro tskyis ts  have c o n t e n d e d  
from  the beginning. I f  th is  is 
true  —  and i t  is —  then the 
genuine defenders of the So­
v ie t Union were those who op­
posed S ta lin  at the tim e and 
exposed the frame-ups when 
they were perpetrated by the 
paranoiac d ictator.

M EYER ’S ASS IG N M EN T

B u t M eyer can’t say th is. H is 
assignment is to do a job on 
anyone like  Fast who dares to 
expose the an ti-Soviet practices 
of the S ta lin is t apparatus to ­
day; and, by smearing such a 
c r itic  as “ an ti-S ov ie t,”  try  to 
push him  in to  the camp o f the 
real enemies of socialism and 
the Soviet Union.

Meyer's real basic thesis is 
that you can't be a socialist 
unless you are a loya l fo llo w ­
er of the c u ll o f S ta lin , or 
Khrushchev, or whoever hap­
pens to head the Soviet b u r­
eaucracy. A nd  i f  you aren 't a 
socialist according to tha t 
de fin ition  then you have no 
choice bu t to be anti-Soviet.

T ha t’s how the S ta lin is t hacks 
see i t  and you ’d better take 
th e ir w ord fo r i t  unless you ’re 
ready to take the k ind  of 
trea tm ent M eyer dished out to  
The Naked God and its author.

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t
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H A R O LD  D A V IE S
Labor Member. B ritish  Parliam ent;

Leader in  figh t against H -Bom b tests 
•

DR. A N N E TTE  T. R U B IN S TE IN  
Independent-Socialist Candidate fo r 

L t. Governor of New Y o rk ; Form er leader 
o f Am erican Labor P arty  

•
DR- LO N N IE  CROSS

O utstanding Negro educator from  A tla n ta  U n ive rs ity ; 
A c tive  pa rtic ipan t in  Southern in tegra tion  struggle

S ATU R D A Y 8 P.M.
Hadji Temple 

118 East Utica Street 
Admission Free

SEPT. 13

He Was a Bum All the Time
Grand Ba llroom  o f the H ote ll 
New Yorker. Sharing the p la t­
form  w ith  the B ritish  socialist 
leader w il l  be Dr. Corliss Lu- 
mont, Independent-Socialist can­
didate fo r U.S. Senator, and 
the noted economist, D r. Otto 
Nathan. The subject o f the eve­
n ing  is: “ N ext Steps to Peace.” 
SPONSORS

A  pa rtia l l is t o f sponsors of 
the m eeting include Carey M c­
W illiam s, ed ito r of the N ation; 
Russ N ixon of the United Elec­
tr ica l W orkers; Mrs. Helen A l­
fred, ed ito r of “ Toward a Social­
is t A m erica ;”  Leo Huberman, 
co-editor of M on th ly  Review; 
S idney J. G luck of the United 
Independent-Socialist Campaign 
Com m ittee; Rev. A. J. Muste 
Of the Fe llow ship  of R econcilia­
tion ; B e rt Cochran, co-editor of 
Am erican Socialist and Mrs. 
E lin o r Ferry, who, along w ith  
V incent H allinan, is sponsoring 
M r. Davies’ to u r o f the U.S.

Before coming to New York. 
Davies w il l  be heard in  Buffalo 
and Boston. In  Buffalo, he w il l

N . Y. M eeting  W ill H ear 
Davies, Lam ont, Nathan

H aro ld  Davies, Labour M em ber of the B ritish  P a rlia ­
m ent, w i l l  be the featured speaker at a large public 
meeting in New York, F riday  evening, Sept. 19, at the
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Can a Colonel Kick Off A-W ar?
The danger of touching off an atom ic 

holocaust lies not only in  the fleets of 
U.S. strategic a irc ra ft f ly in g  over the 
A rc tic  towards the Soviet Union w ith  
th e ir  loads of H-bombs. A tom ic w arfare  
can also be started by detachments of 
U.S. ground forces stationed abroad, fo r 
example, in Korea, or West Germany.

These troops are equipped w ith  “ tac­
tic a l”  atom ic weapons. “ For use on the 
ba ttle fie ld ,”  these weapons s t i l l  have the 
destructive potentia l of the A-bom b drop­
ped on H iroshim a. F ir in g  but a few 
rounds of such “ tac tica l”  atom ic am m u­
n ition  could destroy whole cities and 
render vast areas uninhabitable.

Who controls these te rr ib le  in s tru ­
ments of destruction? This question is 
v ita l not on ly  fo r the Am erican people 
but fo r a ll hum anity . Is i t  possible fo r 
some trigger-happy colonel to give the 
order? An order w hich m igh t set off a 
chain reaction engu lfing  the w orld  in 
atom ic war.

President Eisenhower was asked this 
question at his Aug. 27 news conference. 
F irs t he replied tha t on ly the President 
could give the order to fire atom ic weap­

ons. When pressed about exceptions to 
th is rule, E isenhower’s m em ory faltered. 
Fie said he though t there was something 
in the m ilita ry  d irectives p e rm ittin g  use 
o f a ll weapons at a commander’s discre­
tion  i f  he were attacked. The President 
concluded, “ I don’t believe i t  mentions 
atom ic weapons . . . bu t I would have to 
make certain. M y m em ory is not tha t 
good this m orn ing.”

W h ile  E isenhower is refresh ing his 
m em ory, U.S. warships, planes and troops 
— a ll equipped w ith  atom ic weapons — 
rem ain on the ready at bases r ing ing  the 
USSR, as w e ll as in  Lebanon and around 
C hina ’s offshore islands. Because of p rox­
im ity  to Soviet-bloc and Chinese forces 
and because the population is hostile in 
most of the countries where U.S. forces 
are stationed, .m ilita ry  incidents can be 
expected almost anywhere, anytime- 
Should a j i t te ry  colonel decide he was 
under attack — or w ha t in m ilita ry  pro­
cedure is as good, about to be attacked — 

.he m igh t order the atom ic blast w h ich 
could s ta rt W orld  W ar I I I .

The firs t step to rid  ourselves of th is 
n ightm are is to b ring  a ll U.S. troops home 
from  overseas.

The U.S. Test Ban Offer
The negotiations fo r a ban on nuclear 

test explosions, scheduled to begin Oct. 
31 between the U nited States, Great B r it ­
ain and the Soviet Union, offer the pros­
pect tha t fo r one year there w il l  not be a 
fu r th e r increase in  the radioactive con­
tam ination  of the ea rth ’s atmosphere. But 
the figh t to compel the U.S. and B ritish  
governments to agree to a perm anent test 
ban remains to be won.

The cu rren t proposal of the tw o
Western powers offers on ly a one-year 
test ha lt beginning w ith  the Oct. 31 ne­
go tia ting  date and a year-to-year renewal 
of the suspension provided that “ the 
agreed inspection system is insta lled and
w ork ing  e ffec tive ly ”  and "satis factory
progress is being made in [o th e r] arms 
con tro l.”

Both s tipu la tions are designed to es­
cape com m itm ent to a perm anent test 
ban. W ashington’s o rig ina l and long­
standing refusal even to consider an
agreement to ha lt tests was m otivated by 
a callous disregard fo r the health of th is 
and fu tu re  generations of m ankind. Its  
c la im  tha t underground explosions could 
not be detected were shown to be based 
on falsified data. Scientists now agree on 
the fe a s ib ility  of detecting atom ic ex­
plosions. W hat then lies behind the Pen­
tagon’s pretended suspicion about an 
adequate m on ito ring  system? I t  appears 
tha t th is is a cover fo r  demanding a sys­
tem tha t w il l  give a m ilita ry  in te lligence 
advantage to the U.S. and also lay a pos­
sible basis fo r not extending the ban at 
the end of one year.

The demand tha t the continuation of 
the test ban be contingent on “ progress” 
in  nuclear disarm am ent is even more

hypocritica l. Both the U.S. and B rita in  
have long demonstrated th e ir u n w illin g ­
ness to y ie ld  an atom of th e ir  fearsome 
stockpiles. And even if  there is no “ pro­
gress”  toward disarm am ent w hy  then 
should testing be resumed?

I t  was w orld  pressure w hich forced 
the Pentagon-State D epartm ent power 
e lite  in to  m aking th e ir re luctan t and con­
d itiona l o ffer of a tem porary cessation of 
nuclear tests- C ontinu ing — and increased 
—  w orld  pressure, especially pressure in 
th is country, can make it  very d iff ic u lt 
fo r them to resume the deadly explosions 
at the end of a year.

I t  w ould ce rta in ly  be naive to re ly  on 
anyth ing  less than mass pressure. The ir 
zeal fo r continu ing  thé tests is evidenced 
by the ve ry  date they set fo r the tem ­
porary  cessation. Oct. 31 — the U.S. pro­
posed cut-o ff date — not on ly gives the 
B ritish  lim e  fo r another g iant hydrogen 
blast in the Pacific, but before then the 
U.S. w il l  explode ten more atom ic bombs 
at the Nevada proving grounds.

A n Aug. 29 announcement said that 
“ several”  w ou ld  be underground and the 
balance from  balloons and towers — w ith  
a consequent fu r th e r po llu tion  of the 
atmosphere. A lm ost ha lf w i l l  be above 
the k ilo ton  range. A  k ilo ton  is the equiv­
alent of 1,000 tons of TNT. A t least one 
w il l  be in  the 20 k ilo ton  range — the size 
of the bomb that reduced H irosh im a to 
rubble.

As a result of the fa llou t from  tha t 
“ sm all”  bomb, the rate of leukem ia fa ta l­
ities in H irosh im a today is double that 
of the rest of Japan.

Can the Am erican people afford the 
continua tion  of such explosions in  th is 
country?

Nasserism —  Its Role in Arab Revolution
(We believe the fo llow ing  

le tte r raises extrem ely im por­
tan t issues and therefore we 
are offering an extended rep ly  
by Daniel Roberts.)

E d ito r:

T ro tsky must be tu rn in g  over 
in  his grave. He is most noted 
fo r his theory of "The Perm a­
nent R evo lu tion" w hich says 
tha t in  modern times in  back­
w ard countries the national 
democratic revo lu tion  cannot 
bo carried out by any other 
class than the w ork ing  class.

He refused to support the 
peasantry or even the so-called 
progressive and national bour­
geoisie. Yet you support Nas­
ser. You support h im  not only 
against the foreign im peria lists 
(w hich is correct) but as lead­
er of the national revo lu tion 
and national un ifica tion move­
ment.

Yet Nasser represents which 
class? The workers. whose 
trade unions and parties he 
illegalizes? The peasantry’ to 
whom he has not d is tribu ted  
any land? The bourgeoisie fo r 
whom he has no policy of in ­
dustria l expansion? He repre­
sents a m ilita ry  d icta torsh ip  
pure and simple. I f  i t  is w rong 
to support the progressive role 
of real social classes, it  is 
doubly w rong to support a 
m ilita ry  Bonapartism.

Or is i t  possible tha t you 
have given up the "Perm anent 
R evo lu tion ." I f  so where and 
when?

Fred M.

IN  R EPLY 

Dear Fred M.:

Y our le tte r c r itic iz in g  the 
M ilita n t ’s appraisal of Nasser 
and Nasserism is extrem ely 
welcome. For it raises a ll the 
fundam ental questions which 
m ust be answered fo r a correct 
understanding o f the struggle 
in  the Mideast. Nasserism is 
frequen tly  condemned as an­
other form  of H itle rism . I t  is 
th is characterization w hich the 
State D epartm ent spreads to 
prepare Am erican opinion for 
m ilita ry  ventures against the 
A rab national independence 
movement. I believe it  is pre­
cisely T ro tsky ’s theory o f the 
Permanent Revolution w hich 
best exposes such a m isrepre­
sentation. F irst, however, I 
must disagree w ith  the main 
contentions of your le tter.

We are not partisans of Nas­
ser, as you state. We support 
the objectives he proclaim s — 
namely, A rab national indepen­
dence and national unification. 
And we support concrete steps 
taken by his regime which 
help realize these objectives. 
(For example we supported the 
1955 ouster of B ritish  troops 
from  Egypt, nationa lization of 
the Suez Canal, resistance to 
the British-French-Lsrael inva­
sion of 1956, acceptance o f aid 
from  the Soviet Union, support 
to the libe ra tion  struggle in 
other A rab countries, union 
w ith  Syria, etc.). B u t we have 
no confidence tha t Nasser w il l  
carry the nationa l libera tion  
struggle through to a victorious 
conclusion. The Egyptian cap­
ita lis t class, whose interests his 
m ilita ry  d icta torsh ip  represents, 
is capable only of pa rtia l oppo­
s ition to im peria lism .

You, yourse lf say tha t i t  is

Presideni Nasser, surrounded by crowds o f cheering Egyptians in Cairo, on Ihe occasion 
of the nationalization of the Suez Canal. The F rench-B ritish -Is rae li a ttack that fo llowed 
ended in disaster and B ritish  influence in the M idd le  East was shattered. The Eisenhower 
D octrine — an attem pt to take over the position  in  the Mideast fo rm erly  held by B ritish  
im peria lism  — is meeting strong A rab resistance.

correct to support the Nasser 
regime against the im perialists.
I assume you w ou ld  also sup­
port measures taken by Nasser 
against such o u tr ig h t stooges 
of im peria lism  as the kings, 
pashas and sheiks, as w e ll as 
the Lebanese m erchant class. 
We have gone no fu rth e r than 
that in the M ilita n t and I re­
fe r you to artic les by George 
Lavan, Myra Tanner Weiss and 
Joseph Hansen in the Aug. 4,
I I  and 25 issues fo r our ap­
praisal of the Nasser regime.

Thus in Ihe Aug. 4 M ilita n t. 
Lavan wrote: " I 'm  fo r a demo­
cratic and socialist state in 
Egypt and everywhere else. But 
b ring ing  tha t about is the job 
of the people there . . .  A t this 
stage of th ings the mass of the 
A rab people are behind Nasser 
because he stands up to the 
im peria lists and opposes the 
feudal landowners and rulers. 
. . . But I th in k  a stage of the 
present A rab movement w il l  
come when the mass of peas­
ants and w orkers w il l  want 
to go fu rth e r than Nasser, who 
is a middle-class nationalist. 
Then they w il l  demand an end 
to his k ind  of po litica l ru le ." 
FOUR CLASSES

Again, I believe you r pre­
sentation of T ro tsky ’s Perma­
nent R evolution theory is in ­
correct. The theory, as it  ap­
plies to economically backward 
countries, analyzes the role of 
the various classes in the strug­
gle to e lim inate im peria lis t 
dom ination, abolish feudalism  
and modernize the economy 
(industria liza tion , farm  mechan­
ization, etc.). These are the 
tasks comprised under the head­
ing of the national democratic 
revo lu tion . Four classes p a rtic i­
pate in the national libera tion  
struggle at its outset bu t w ith  
d iffe ren t and, in  the case of 
some, irreconcilable, interests.

(1) A small cap ita lis t class,

competing at a disadvantage in 
its own country w ith  foreign 
capitalists, opposes the la tte r 
to w in  more elbow room fo r 
its own pro fit-m aking . I t  wants 
to wrest control of its nation 
from  im peria lism  and create 
a governm ent w hich w il l  p ro­
mote native cap ita lis t enter­
prises. The native capita lists 
also desire to curb the power 
of the feudal landowners who 
constitute im peria lism ’s most 
re liab le  props w ith in  the coun­
try . W hat th is sm all native 
bourgeoisie seeks is to reform  
the re la tionsh ip  w ith  im peria l­
ism to its own advantage and 
to obtain greater bargaining 
power in  its dealings w ith  the 
fore ign concerns.

The theory of the Permanent 
R evolution does not exclude 
support of dem ands.tha t a na­
tive  cap ita lis t class, like  the 
Egyptian, places on an im ­
peria lis t power or powers. On 
the contrary, i t  calls on revo lu ­
tionary  socialists to back these 
demands. For even the lim ite d  
struggle o f the native cap ita lis t 
class weakness im peria lism . It 
also provides opportun ities fo r 
the popular masses to organize 
th e ir own forces by p a rtic ipa t­
ing in the struggle.

(2) The urban m idd le  classes 
are too heterogeneous to have 
a consistent program of the ir 
own. The upper reaches of the 
c iv il and m ilita ry  services, the 
industria l, banking and com­
m ercial employes, and even the 
trade union bureaucracy seeks 
advancement through the pro­
gress of the native cap ita lis t 
class. The pe tty  shopkeepers 
and artisans overw he lm ing ly 
gravita te  tow ard  the w ork ing  
class once it steps fo rw ard  as 
an active pa rtic ipan t in the na­
tiona l struggle.

(3) The peasants partic ipate 
in  the national independence 
movement not on ly out of ha­

tred of the im peria lists but to 
w in  allies in the c ity  who w il l  
help them carry through the 
d iv is ion  of the huge sem i-feu­
dal estates. They are the largest 
num erical force in most eco­
nom ica lly backward countries. 
But because of the ir dispersion, 
p rovinc ia l outlook and distance 
from  the cities, where the stale 
power resides, they are unable 
to steer tow ard the seizure of 
power in  the ir own name. They 
look to the national indepen­
dence struggle to b ring  fo rth  
a slate power w hich w il l  p ro ­
tect them in  the d iv is ion  of 
landed estates.

R evolu tionary socialists fu lly  
support the peasantry’s aim of 
land expropria tion , since this 
is a key to the modernization 
of a colonial coun try ’s economy. 
In  its rea lization lies the f irm ­
est way of cv rry ing  through the 
national, democratic revo lu tion . 
W H IC H  CLASS?

The question thus posed is 
w hich o f the c ity  classes w il l  
help the peasants ca rry  through 
the agrarian revo lu tion . The 
urban m iddle classes have no 
independent role to play in the 
struggle and are dependent on 
the capita lists or the w o rk in g  
class. A lthough they favor 
curbs on the landow ning class 
and a modest land-re form  p ro ­
gram, the native capita lists are 
too much tied by bonds of 
property and often blood re la­
tionsh ip  to the feudalists to 
promote expropriations. F u r­
therm ore they fear lest any 
thoroughgoing assault on the 
righ ts o f p riva te  p roperty  — be 
it that of the feudalists or the 
fore ign im peria lis ts  —  set a 
precedent to be invoked later 
against themselves. F ina lly , the 
lim ite d  character of the native 
bourgeoisie’s opposition to im ­
perialism , born of its weakness 
as a class and of its u ltim ate  
dependence on fore ign capita l,
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I makes i t  a ll too prone to desert 
| to the other side when ever 
I any section of the masses push- 
j es its aspirations aggressively.

(4) Under these conditions 
the peasantry can find firm  
support on ly in the w ork ing  
class. Though but a small p ro ­
portion of the to ta l population, 
the w ork ing  class in the eco­
nom ica lly  backward countries 
is h igh ly  concentrated in  those 
modern industries introduced 
by foreign capita l or copied by 
native capitalists. This gives it  
a cohesiveness and s tr ik in g  
power in  the an ti-im pe ria lis t 
struggle fa r beyond tha t of 
any other classes in  the coun­
try . The w orkers subscribe to 
the national-independence ob­
jectives even when they are 
pu t fo rth  by the native cap­
ita lis t class. For they sense tha t 
a na tiona lis t governm ent in 
struggle w ith  the ir p rinc ipa l 
exp lo ite r —  im peria lism  — 
w il l  necessarily have to re ly  on 
the w orkers ’ strength. I t  w il l  
thus be fa r  more subject to 
th e ir pressure thap w ould a 
regime dominated from  abroad.

W IL L  DO IT

The super-explo ita tion of the 
w orkers in colonial countries 
impels them tow ard  a revo lu ­
tiona ry  socialist program. A  
propertyless class, having noth­
ing to lose but its chains, the 
w ork ing  class is prepared to 
carry the national independence 
struggle through by expropria ­
tion o f foreign-owned industry  
and by supporting the peasants 
in d iv id in g  the sem i-feudal es­
tates.

I f  a native cap ita lis t class 
recoils from  peasant land seiz­
ures, i t  is th row n into v ir tu a l 
panic when it  perceives the 
revo lu tiona ry  d rive  o f the 
w ork ing  class, whose demands 
moreover, confront i t  in  its 
own factories. A lthough at 
times it may u tilize  w ork ing - 
class aid. such as general strikes, 
to force concessions from  im ­
peria lism , i t  does its utmost to 
keep these in contro lled chan­
nels. In  the last analysis, the 
native cap ita lis t class w il l  line 
up w ith  im peria lism  when it  
faces being swept away by a 
w orkers ’ revo lu tion .

For complete and lasting 
v ic to ry , then, the national l ib ­
eration fight must come under 
the leadership o f the w o rk ing  
class and m ust preva il over the 
native capitalists, the feudal 
landowners and im peria lism . I f  
the w orkers fa il to assume the 
leadership, fo r lack of a revo­
lu tio n a ry  pa rty  o r due to be­
traya l by the pa rty  in w h ich  
they place the ir confidence, 
they suffer an extrem ely bloody 
defeat. And the Rational inde­
pendence struggle and peasant 
m ovem ent lose w ith  them.

Thus defin itive  v ic to ry  over 
i m p e r i a l i s m  comes about 
through the figh ting  alliance of 
workers and peasants in  which 
the w ork ing  class plays the 
gu id ing  role. I t  results in  the 
creation of a w orkers ' state 
guaranteeing the peasantry d i­
vision of the land. I t  is con­
solidated through the in troduc­
tion of nationalized industry  
and p lanning. The victorious 
national revo lu tion  culm inates 
in a socialist revo lu tion .

Such are the dynamics of the 
national independence struggle 
as analyzed in T ro tsky 's  theory 
of the Permanent Revolution, 
presented above in outline. I t  
best explains, I believe, the 
specific ro le  w hich the Nasser 
regime plays in  the na tiona l 
independence and un ifica tion 
movement of the A rab people.

(F irs t o f tw o articles)

Candidate in N.Y.'s 
19th District
E dito r:

The Socialist P arty  in the 
19th Congressional D is tr ic t in 
low er Manhattan has designated 
David McReynolds as candidate 
fo r Congress. I do not w rite  
th is  m erely as a m atter of 
news. I  hope you w il l  th in k  it  
is you r business, w hether or 
not you live  in  the 19th D is­
tr ic t. M r. McReynolds has long 
been know n as a Socialist who 
is ve ry  deeply concerned about 
D isarmament, Peace, and a 
Sane Nuclear Policy, some of 
the matters w hich have aroused 
very deep interest in  New Y ork 
in the past few  months.

I f  you have th is interest, 
here is your chance to prove it 
in  an active way. I t  w il l  be 
necessary to get over 5,000 sig­
natures in the d is tr ic t to make 
sure of M r. M cReynold’s nom ­
ination. The job  can be done 
i f  enough people care. Can you 
give any tim e at a ll between 
now and September 5th to 
canvass the neighborhood? Peo­
ple lik e  you meet every eve­
n ing at the home of A1 Scott, 
235 West 11th Street, at 6:30 
p.m. to get lists o f people on 
whom to call. Can you come? 
You do not have to live  in  the 
d is tr ic t to be a canvasser.

I f  fo r any reason you cannot 
get up and down stairs you 
can do w hat 1 am going to do.

Send a check. Make i t  payable 
to A lb e rt Scott, campaign 
treasurer.

I speak from  long experience 
when I say that noth ing you 
can do fo r the cause o f peace 
w il l  be as im portan t as helping 
to get many signatures fo r Mr. 
McReynolds* in the 19th D is­
tr ic t on the basis of the k ind  
of campaign he expects to run. 
A large vote is the best way 
to impress Congress.

Norm an Thomas 
New Y ork C ily

Our Smug 
Labor Bureaucrats
E dito r:

Have been covering CIO lo ­
cals w ith  Evelyn Sell and 
F rank Lovell, Socialist W ork ­
ers Party  candidates fo r U.S. 
Senator and Governor respec­
tive ly . W hile  the fem in ine ap­
peal of our Senatorial candi­
date frequen tly  gets her on the 
p latform s o f these local unions, 
our male candidates seldom are 
granted an opportun ity .

W hile th is  apathy and ap­
parent lack of sym pathy is no 
new th ing  in  the Am erican 
Labor movement, it  is a s ick­
ening a ttitude  on the part of 
the pie-card officers.

This w r ite r  can w e ll re ­
member, as an apprentice union 
member o f a K n igh ts  of Labor 
union, the avid desire of union 
members and th e ir officers to

hear socialist candidates fo r i 
office ta lk.

O f course labor was up in 
arms in  the la te eighties and 
the nineties over the vicious­
ness of the courts (a la Judge 
G ary) and the a ttitude  o f the 
po litic ians of tha t time. Never­
theless the unions of those days 
were fa r more m ilita n t than 
today, 70 years later. . . .

W ith  the cap ita lis t conspiracy 
o f the House un-Am erican Ac­
tiv itie s  Committee, supposedly 
tem porary; and the Senatorial 
labor investigating committees, 
supposedly tem porary; and the 
huge appropriations sums in 
the m illions  o f dollars at the 
disposal of the F B I and other 
W ashington police agencies; and 
those professional po litic ians 
elected by labor constantly v o t­
ing these committees in to  be­
ing; one wonders when labor 
unions w il l  see the d u p lic ity  of 
both m a jo r parties.

Paul Dennie 
D e tro it

Count Your 
Many Blessings
E dito r:

I t  may be claimed w ithou t 
boasting tha t th is nation has 
the most e ffic ient indus tria l 
equipm ent of any in the w orld  
(as yet) — Tha t’s blessing No. 
1.

I t  has a small m in o rity  of 
“ big, practica l, b ra iny  business

men”  — Tha t’s blessing No. 2.
“ God in his in fin ite  w isdom ” 

vouchsafed to place the ow ner­
ship of the coun try ’s indus try  
in  the hands of th is m in o rity  
—  Blessing No. 3.

Back in the trag ic 1930’s, 
when upw ard of 15 m illio n  
w orkers were patron iz ing bread 
lines and soup kitchens, a 
group of these BPBs who are 
always solicitous fo r the in ­
terests of*the common man met 
in New Y ork  C ity  to ponder 
the puzzle of unemployment. 
A fte r profound study the unan­
imous opinion was reached that 
the solution lay in the produc­
tion of armaments. Now it is 
obvious tha t to produce arm a­
ments is a dead waste unless 
there is war. So we had W orld 
W ar I I  and everybody had a 
job even though it d id mean 
the k ill in g  o ff of many o f our 
best young manhood —  Bless­
ing No. 4.

Every Am erican w o rke r en­
joys the “ inalienable righ t to 
w o rk ”  — Blessing No. 5. But 
by some h itch the BPBs not 
only own the industria l m a­
ch inery and through i t  control 
the government, they also own 
the jobs. “ The ta il goes w ith  
the hide”  —  Blessing No. 6.

A t th is w rit in g  there are up­
w ard of five m illio n  American 
w orkers lugging th e ir “ ina lien ­
able r ig h t to w o rk ”  about as 
they look fo r an oppo rtun ity  to 
earn a liv in g .

I B u t the sky is brighten ing.

The M idd le  East is on the 
verge of explosion — Blessing 
No. 7 (maybe). Soon you may 
be in clover.

Am erican workers, count your 
many blessings.

I. S. M cC rillis
New Hampton, la.

On the 'Summit'
E ditor:

Just finished reading in the 
Aug. 4 issue of the M ilita n t an 
artic le  on the sum m it meeting 
by John Thayer. I t  k ind  o f le ft 
me wondering. Do you rea lly  
believe tha t such a meeting 
w ould settle anything? O r that 
the powers tha t have the weap­
ons could adjust or e lim inate 
the grievances o f the A rab 
people by discussion? There has 
been so much discussion in the 
UN, the ta lk-shop o f the w orld  
and g lo rified  body o f hypocrisy 
and deceit, on Iran, Iraq  and 
the other parts of th is pa rticu ­
la r and tu rbu len t section of 
the w orld . W hat did it  come 
to? Iraq  made a big step fo r­
ward in its development by 
getting rid  o f the feudal re ­
gime, no thanks to the U N  or 
sum m it conferences, bu t in 
spite of i t  and against its 
wishes. How this act of the 
people of a small bu t strategic 
country has exposed the hypoc­
risy o f d ip lom acy o f a ll coun­
tries inc lud ing  the Soviet 
Union, i f  you please!

The dom inating c o u n t r i e s  
want the status quo, so they 
could use the economic squeeze 
on sm aller and less developed 
countries and peoples, in the 
dark o f n ight and. sometimes 
also in broad dayligh t. The 
Soviet Union is not exempted. 
A ll you need is look at thd 
“ re la tions" w ith  Yugoslavia. A t 
least w hat the cap ita lis t coun­
tries are doing is in accord 
w ith  the ir princip les and the ir 
way of life . B u t w hat the 
Soviet Union is doing, specific­
a lly , in its desire fo r status quo 
— is not iqli accord e ither w ith  
its principles or its future.

Sandra B. 
New Y ork

A Vision in Verse
Through the tired  years 
of stifled spheres and desperate 

eyes,
we are together — 
and through the evo lv ing times 
of the inhum an wars o f men 
the ideals persevere, 
to be destroyed 
in the final Armageddon 
or to be reborn in the red 

flames of the Phoenix.

And then,
in the encompassing peace 
of a new order 
we shall be free 
to love and to create.
Free from  the links

th a t have bound man 
fo r tim e eternal — 
from  the prim eava l cells 
tha t he once was, 
from  the slave of scarcity 
tha t he is.

And out of an in fin ite  equality 
freedom shall leave the realm 

of
abstraction to m ateria lize in to a
Way o f life  —
and I and our children,
you and our children,
you and our brothers
shall swell in a quiescent
wave of Peace on
to new horizons.

B. H.
Long Island, N. Y.
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Is Peace 'Subversive'?
— By Tom Leonard

Both peace and c iv il libe rties  got a 
boost when over 100 people partic ipa ted 
in a W alk fo r Peace through the streets 
of dow ntow n M inneapolis on Aug- 9 to 
demand an end of nuclear bomb testing. 
The march was organized to commemor­
ate the th irteen th  anniversary of the 
dropping of the firs t atom bomb on H iro ­
shima. Typ ica l placards carried by the 
demonstrators read “ No More H iro - 
shimas,”  “ Ban Nuclear A rm s Now ,”  “ Pro­
duce fo r Peace — Not fo r W ar.”

v The W alk was o rig in a lly  scheduled 
fo r Saturday, August 2, but was called 
off when M ayor P. K. Peterson refused 
to g ran t a parade perm it to the demon­
strators u n til they had gone through a 
security check to determ ine tha t they 
were not “ subversive.”  Peterson based 
his action on a 1934 ordinance (passed in 
the m iddle of the famous M inneapolis 
tru ck  d r iv e r ’s s trike ) by w hich the M ayor 
can deny a pe rm it fo r a parade he con­
siders “ subversive to the public peace.” 
Peterson to ld  the M inneapolis T ribune 
(Aug. 5), “ You can say tha t I believe in 
the p rinc ip le  of free speech and freedom 
of expression and that, except fo r sub­
versives, people should be allowed to 
have th e ir say even though we may dis­
agree w ith  them .”

The August 6 M inneapolis S tar p r in t­
ed a lead ed ito ria l denouncing Peterson’s 
action. I t  said in part: “ M ayor Peterson 
has announced as an a rtic le  of his fa ith  
the proposition tha t freedom of speech is 
the r ig h t on ly of people who are not 
‘subversives.’ And Socrates a im ing his 
pointed, loaded questions at A thens ’s 
status quo, was surely a subversive. As 
were Copernicus, Galileo, Rousseau, L u ­
ther, M ilto n  and other like  giants of 
h is to ry  ‘subversive’ in the eyes of many

of th e ir  contemporaries. Nor let us forget 
Sam Adams, Thomas Paine and Thomas 
Jefferson from  our own early h istory, and 
Eugene Debs of a la te r date.”  The edi­
to ria l w ent on to say, “ There is no ph ilo ­
sophical or legal jus tifica tion  for try in g  
to prevent communists or other heretics 
from  preaching th e ir pa rticu la r doc­
trines.”

This k ind  of p u b lic ity  fin a lly  forced 
the m ayor to gran t a parade perm it a l­
though at the last m inute  the r ig h t of 
the peace walkers to d is tribu te  leaflets 
as they marched was challenged. But 
th is  did not stop th e ir d is tribu ting .

The Peace W alk made up of pacifists, 
Quakers, socialists and other opponents 
o f nuclear testing, paraded in  the center 
of the street th rough downtown M inne­
apolis, d is tr ib u tin g  leaflets along the way. 
There were no incidents and the feeling 
of the demonstrators was tha t the on­
lookers were a tten tive  and fr ie n d ly . A  
num ber of un ive rs ity  students jo ined the 
w a lk  and at one point, several people 
openly applauded.

When the marchers had circled back 
to th e ir  s ta rting  po in t in  fro n t of the 
M inneapolis aud ito rium , they were ask­
ed by A r th u r  Sternberg, a leading paci­
fist, i f  they were w illin g  to partic ipa te  
in  a s im ila r action in  St Paul. Everyone 
present agreed and another peace w alk 
is being planned fo r that c ity.

Extensive coverage was given to the 
dem onstration by the press, radio and 
television, which reached a w ide audience 
w ith  the demand tha t nuclear testing be 
halted im m edia te ly . In  addition, the 
walkers opened up the streets of M inne­
apolis fo r opposing v iew poin ts fo r the 
firs t tim e in many years by challenging 
M ayor P. K . Peterson’s use of the phony 
“ parade p e rm it ordinance.”

The Rickover Story
— — — — —  By M. Butler ■

A d m ira l Hym an R ickover, according 
to an expert on the national scene, is one 
man who “ beat the system,”  tha t is, he 
beat the N avy — the Navy B ig Brass- By 
th is  was meant, ev iden tly , tha t R ickover 
had not on ly  forced it  to bu ild  a nuclear- 
powered submarine, but had also manag­
ed to get pushed fo rw ard  for the p laudits 
fo r th is  accomplishment.

The naval officers’ caste, like  any 
such social fo rm ation, is firs t of a ll in ten t 
upon bu ild ing  a “ good life ”  fo r itse lf. 
And, of course, i t  has certain canons of 
inclusion and exclusion. These bar not 
on ly  Jews from  its topmost circles but 
a ll ind iv idua ls  not o rig in a lly  sprung from  
“ good Anglo-Saxon slock”  or, at least, 
north-European stock. Such ill-b o rn  types 
are looked askance at even in the ju n io r 
grades Naval Reserve and the Navy into 
w h ich  they penetrated due to the “ de­
p lo rab le ”  w artim e  low ering of social 
standards. Heaven fo rb id  that they tread 
the hallowed foredeck precincts. Le t them 
serve in the grease and smoke, in  the 
galley, or at desks — but the sh in ing ad­
m ira ls ’ un ifo rm s and the big ceremonial 
occasions are not fo r the likes of them.

For a Jew like  R ickover, as in most 
such social form ations, there is a special 
place: he can serve w ith  the grinds, the 
be-spectacled ones, those who are le ft 
w ith  the problems, w ith  the computa­
tions. There, along w ith  other social 
squares, who don’t “ look r ig h t”  in u n i­
fo rm  or whose names don’t “ sound r ig h t,”  
he had l i t t le  choice but to learn w hat

could make the Navy tick.
The Navy Brass has an am bidextrous 

way toward such people. W ith  one hand 
they spurn th e ir efforts “ to belong” by 
sqrving; w ith  the other they hastily  ap­
propria te  any of th e ir achievements tha t 
pay off — then th ru s t fo rw ard  one of 
th e ir  own to take the credit. O ur whole 
social system, a fte r a ll, is one of appro­
p ria tion , so even here the Navy Brass is 
d isp lay ing no inventiveness. Indeed, i t  
best demonstrates its figh ting  function  in 
such cases where its own caste interests 
are involved.

W hat is real and enduring in the 
R ickover story has been the th rus ting  
aside, the affronts he has undergone. H is 
prom otion to adm ira l — not by the Navy, 
bu t against the Navy, the belated show 
of honors, have been grudging, trum ped- 
up, and illuso ry . He and his type s till 
may have a place in the rear corners, 
w ith  the problems, the computations; the 
places out fro n t are s t il l reserved fo r the 
“ officers and gentlem en”  in the meticulous 
w h ite  uniform s.

The politic ians, more sensitive to the 
popular m ind, subscribe to the be lie f that 
an occasional b rig h t Jew, like  an Oppen- 
heim er or Rickover. is handy to have 
around. But they on ly touch up the basic 
p ic tu re  a lit t le . Just as they dumped the 
one to give free r play to th e ir H-bomb 
w orld  outlook, now w h ile  the m em ory of 
S pu tn ik  is s t ill fresh, they try  to reas­
sure the pub lic  by pa tting  the other on 
the back.

...G ov. Faubus Set to Defy Court
(Continued from  Page 1) 

Faubus intends to instigate. 
Most effective pressure of all, 
however, was the President’s 
shameful call fo r a slowdown 
o f in tegration, made the day 
before the Supreme Court took 
up the case.

A  court v ic to ry  on L it t le  
Rock can only be a defensive 
v ic to ry  fo r the Negro people. 
I t  w i l l  in  no case mean a speed­
ing  up of in tegration. A t most 
i t  w il l  give a legal basis fo r 
m a in ta in ing  the present pace, 
w hich has slowed almost to a 
ha lt. As Thurgood Marshall, 
ch ie f counsel of the National 
Association fo r the Advance­
m ent of Colored People, stated 
over TV  Aug. 31: “ I f  we slow 
down any more, we w il l  be 
going backward."

How desegregation has slow ­
ed may be seen from  the fo l­
low ing  figures: of school d is­
tr ic ts  beginning any in tegration

whatsoever: 1954-55-56, 450 d is­
tr ic ts : 1956-57, 260 d istricts;
1957-58, 67 d is tric ts ; th is (1958- 
59) school year saw only 27 
d is tric ts  scheduled to begin in ­
tegration, but most of them 
have backed out under the in ­
fluence of L it t le  Rock.

Of 3.008 school d is tric ts  in 
the South, border slates, and 
D is tr ic t of Columbia, w ith  ch il­
dren of both races, only 777 
have done any in tegrating 
whatsoever. None in the Deep 
South and only a few in the 
M id South. O f 2,300,000 Negro 
school ch ildren supposed to 
have been granted equa lity  in 
education in  1954, only 375.000 
are today in “ integrated s itu ­
ations.”  That doesn’t mean they 
are integrated- I t  means they 
are in d is tric ts  where some in ­
tegration exists. For example, 
in N ashville  11 Negro students 
were integrated last year, so 
sta tis tica lly  the d is tr ic t’s other

...B u ffa lo  W ilson Campaign
(Continued from  Page I )  

and photographers, resulted in 
his sending a telegram to Gov. 
Folsom and issuing a statement 
to the 700,000 citizens of this 
c ity  urg ing them to fo llow  his 
example.

The v is it to C ity  H a ll was 
fu l ly  reported in the tw o da ily  
papers, the w eekly  Negro pa­
pers, and received a thorough 
coverage on local TV  and ra­
dio stations. W G R -TV made it  
the second most im portan t

news item of the day and 
showed film s taken during  the 
v is it to the mayor. The films 
and the comm entary, g iv ing  a 
detailed account o f the case 
and the w ork  of the Save J im ­
my W ilson Committee, were re ­
peated du ring  the evening.

W ith  the deadline fo r action 
by the Alabama authorities ap­
proaching ever closer, the com- ' 
m iltee is redoubling its efforts 
to save J im m y Wilson.

1,300 Negro children, s till in 
J im  C row  schools, are listed as 
being in an “ integrated s itu ­
ation."

By the most generous esti­
mates perhaps 232,000 Negro 
Children in these 777 d is tric ts  
are actua lly in the same school 
w ith  w h ite  students. Those who 
are actua lly in  the same class­
rooms is a much sm aller number. 
Thus w e ll over tw o m illio n  of 
the 2.300.000 Negro children, 
supposedly affected by the 1954 
Supreme C ourt decision, have 
not yet in fact been affected by 
it. P robably the num ber is 
much larger.

The outcome of the struggle 
shaping up at L itt le  Rock is 
crucia l b e c a u s e sym bolica lly 
and psychologically it has be­
come the test case. It already 
is setting legal precedents. For 
example, a federal court order 
to integrate 17 Negro students 
in N orfo lk , Va., was made con­
tingent on the outcome of the 
curren t L it t le  Rock case.

Even i f  the Supreme Court 
does not buckle or compromise 
on the L i l l ie  Rock case — Ihe 
decisive fight s l i l l  lies ahead 
fo r the Negro people and Ihe ir 
allies. Faubus, like  Gov. A l ­
mond of V irg in ia , threatens to 
close ihe schools. Eisenhower 
has already expressed his fr ig h t 
of such a c learly unconstitu­
tiona l move. The adm in is lra- 
l i in 's  only preparation has been 
to appease the racists in  ad­
vance by h irin g  federal m ar­
shals, considered less ob jection­
able than federal troops.
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Policy Fight 
In Chicago 
NAACP

CHICAGO — Rank-and-file 
resentment against local o f­
ficials of the National Associa­
tion  fo r the Advancement of 
Colored People has burst in to  
ihe open. An overflow  m em ber­
ship meeting on Aug. 22 re ­
versed a decision by the c ity  
branch's executive board to d is­
solve neighborhood units and 
elected a steering committee to 
carry, on the figh t fo r a demo­
cratic 8nd effective N AAC P in 
Chicago.

Relations between the neigh­
borhood units and offic ia ls of 
the c ity  branch have steadily 
deteriorated du ring  the past 
year. The units fe lt tha t these 
offic ia ls were s tym ying the ir 
efforts to carry on ac tiv ity . 
U N ITS  HARASSED

The branch offic ia ls demand­
ed tha t every action o f the 
neighborhood groups receive 
p rio r approval —  down to such 
picayune matters as the w o rd ­
ing of le tters sent to the ed i­
tors of the da ily  newspapers 
and contracts w ith  p rin te rs  fo r 
inv ita tions  to neighborhood a f­
fa irs —  to the po in t where the 
effective function ing  of units 
was becoming impossible. In  a 
number o f instances m ajor ac­
tiv itie s  on housing and c iv il 
righ ts undertaken by units 
were ordered stopped by the 
branch on grounds tha t the 
units were exceeding the ir 
au thority .

W hile  the units were being 
reprim anded fo r undertaking 
such actions, the c ity -w ide  
comm ittee responsible fo r de­
veloping programs and projects 
never met. Thus problems and 
proposals subm itted by units 
to the branch inev itab ly  died. 
Requests fo r a meeting to c la r­
ify  relations between units and 
the c ity  branch offic ia ls were 
equally unavailing.

On Aug. 19 a m a jo rity  of the 
c ity  executive board — w ith ­
out p r io r no tifica tion or d is­
cussion — voted dissolution of 
the units, effective im m ediate ly. 
The newspapers were inform ed 
of th is "d isc ip lin a ry " action be­
fore the units were. The execu­
tive  board action occurred 
w h ile  several of its  members 
know n to support the units 
were out of town. I t  is charged.

L a b o r D ay M archers f o r  Peace

Labor Day in  D e tro it saw a sizable crowd of demon­
strators fo r peace march down W oodward Ave., the city 's 
main thoroughfare, ca rry ing  posters and d is tribu ting  leaflets 
ca lling fo r an end to H -bom b testing and w ithd raw a l of 
Am erican troops from  abroad. The demonstrators — o r­
ganized by the D etro it Peace A ction  Committee — chose 
the c ity ’s annual Labor Day parade, in w hich tens of 
thousands of organized w orkers partic ipated, to b ring  th e ir 
message to a large segment of the population. They marched 
righ t past the reviewers' stand, where Gov. G. Mennen 
W illiam s, Sen. P a trick  McNamara and other offic ia ls were 
seated. The committee, w ith  headquarters at 13440 Mc- 
Dougall Ave.. w il l  hold a meeting Sept. 22, to discuss fu tu re  
activ ities.

moreover, tha t some of those 
vo ting  at the board meeting 
were not entitled  to vote. The 
board also voted to abolish ihe 
post of pub lic  relations d irec­
to r and fire  the incum bent. Rob­
ert B irchm an.

Three days la ter these m a t­
ters were reported to the 
N AAC P membership meeting 
as part of a report o f the ex­
ecutive committee. A  motion 
to separate out the contested 
issues fo r discussion and sep­
arate vote was a rb itra r ily  de­
clared out of order by local 
president. Theodore Jones. This 
ru lin g  was challenged from  the 
floor. B ut Jones refused to en­
te rta in  the challenge w hich 
would have allowed the mem­
bers to vote his ru lin g  up or 
down.
RULES V IO LA T E D

For nearly tw o hours the 
m eeting seethed as a ha lf-doz­
en motions were made, b u t a ll 
were sum m arily  refused by the 
chairman. In  vain d id  members 
re fe r h im  to the N AAC P con­
s titu tion  and to Roberts Rules 
of Order, by which the organ­
ization is governed. F in a lly  
Jones proclaim ed the meeting 
adjourned and le ft. B u t the

meeting refused to be ad journ ­
ed. The members unanim ously 
elected Rev. T. J. G riffin  cha ir­
man and proceeded w ith  the 
meeting. I t  was voted unani­
mously to continue the neigh­
borhood units and to ask the 
executive board to reconsider 
its abo lition  of the post of pub­
l ic ity  director.

A  coordinating committee, 
headed by Rev. T. J. G riffin  
and composed of those mem­
bers of the executive board who 
had voted against the un its ’ 
dissolution, was elected. I t  has 
appealed to the N AA C P  na­
tiona l office fo r support. I t  has 
also sent a le tte r de ta iling  the 
situation to a ll members Of the 
Chicago NAAC P, w hich says in 
closing:

"W e feel . . . tha t the task 
of bu ild ing  the N AAC P is so 
im portan t that we cannot sit 
by q u ie tly  hoping fo r the best 
from  M r. Jones. We have a l­
ready been warned to expect 
a red-ba iting  attack. N or do we 
know w hat action may come 
from  the national office. We 
therefore urge each of you to 
rem ain on the a le rt and to a t­
tend every regular and called 
meeting of the organization."

British Racists 
Incite Attacks 
On Negroes

N O T T IN G H A M , England —  O vern ight, th is  quiet and 
prosperous c ity  has become B r ita in ’s L it t le  Rock. Kn ives 
were draw n, razors flashed and bottles were th row n in 
last week-end's r io tin g , in<- 
w h ich  1,000 colored and w h ite
people were involved.

The r io t was the cu lm ination 
of troub le  tha t had been b rew ­
ing fo r several weeks.

A bout 2,000 colored workers 
live  in the St. A nn ’s W ell 
Road area, a dismal d is tr ic t of 
old houses and cobbled streets.

They have been received w ith  
a m ix tu re  of tolerance and 
pre judice by the old inhab i­
tants. But although the colored 
population here has steadily in ­
creased. there has never been 
any outbreak of violence before. 
BEG AN TO BE M OLESTED

Two or thrde weeks ago, 
however, colored people began 
to be molested.

On one occasion three or fou r 
w h ite  youths demanded cig­
arettes from  a young colored 
w orker, who was forced to tu rn  
ou t his pockets; other colored 
men have been badgered in 
pubs about the color o f the ir 
skin and otherwise insulted.

Two weeks ago a group of 
young colored lads were beaten 
up by w h ite  youths in  the 
same area.

I  asked M r. Roy W hite, a 
prom inent member of the col­
ored com m unity i f  the r io t had 
come as a surprise.

“ Not exactly,”  he replied, 
“ A lthough there have been no 
previous incidents in N o ttin g ­
ham, I am not altogether su r­
prised.

" I f  would appear to me that 
posib ly some members of some 
anti-rac ia l movement had come 
from  outside the tow n to s tir 
up race pre jud ice."

M r. W hite did not th in k  tha t 
unem ploym ent or housing was 
a m ajor cause of the trouble, 
although he recognized tha t 
both problems presented d if f i ­
culties fo r colored workers. 
(A bout 430 colored men are un ­
employed out o f a to ta l N ot­
tingham  unem ploym ent figure 
of about 2,000.)

"The Shook-Up Generation"
By Constance Farr

H arrison S a l i s b u r y ,  best 
know n as a fore ign correspon­
dent, recently w rote a rem ark­
able series of articles on ju v ­
enile delinquency in  New Y ork 
C ity, en titled  "The Shook-up 
Generation." (Now available in  
pamphlet form  fo r ten cents 
in coin from  the N.Y. Times.) 
F irs t, he takes up the compo­
sition of the gangs — teenagers 
from  11 to 20 years of age, the 
m a jo rity  15 to 17, who band 
together fo r defense and com­
radeship. "The gang is youth's 
last-d itch answer to adult pres­
sures and conflicts fa r beyond 
juven ile  powers of diagnosis or 
resolution . . . Because gangs 
are a product of social de ter­
ioration, they are found in  more 
vicious form  in slums and areas 
of deprivem enl. But gangs and 
gang conduct may also occur in 
better-incom e areas."

The author firs t v is its a ty p ­
ical gang called the Cobras. He 
shows us tha t its composition is 
determ ined by geography, not 
race, re lig ion or na tiona lity  
background. I f  a housing pro­
ject or neighborhood is largely 
o f one race or na tiona lity , so 
is the gang. I f  the neighborhood 
is mixed, the gang is too.

The typ ica l gang is ru led by 
a clique w hich makes a ll the 
decisions. The leader is the one 
w ith  the most “ heart.”  Heart 
is courage. As one boy defined 
it. “ Man, he has heart! He isn’t 
a fra id  o f anyth ing  or anybody. 
He w il l  do absolutely anything. 
I f  he has to figh t five against 
one, he’l l fight five against one. 
He’s a butcher, man. I f  you 
need someone to pu ll the t r ig ­
ger. he’l l pu ll the tr igge r.” ’ 
HOW  THEY OPERATE

Salisbury describes the ir dis­
tinc tive  “ un iform s,”  weapons, 
inc lud ing  cars used fo r sudden 
raids in to  “ enemy”  te rr ito ry  
and even to run down riva ls  on 
the sidewalk. He lists w hat are 
considered provocations to a 
fight, th e ir sexual mores, use 
of liquo r, the w ay they dance 
(not rock and ro ll)  and the 
te rrib le  danger du ring  the sum­
m er vacation, w hich is the 
peak tim e o f conflict.

Also sketched are the per­
sonalities o f typ ica l members. 
For instance, a leader, V incent, 
who is from  Puerto Rico. His

case shows how the need of 
physical and psychological se­
c u rity  underlie  the gang phe­
nomenon. V incen t hates M an­
hattan and loves B rooklyn , be­
cause in B rook lyn  the streets 
aré curved and “ you can a l­
ways run  somewhere. You can 
get away.”  He q u it A v ia tion  
H igh School a day before 
graduation when he learned he 
cou ldn ’t  get a certificate be­
cause he had a police record. 
“ V incent is b itte r about this. 
He says the police charge was. 
false.”  He now feels he m igh t 
as w ell do something w rong 
and get a record o f his own, 
“ A t least then I ’l l  be sent up 
fo r something I  d id m yself.”

V incent cannot imagine that 
there are people in  New York 
C ity  who trave l free ly from  
one neighborhood to another 
w ithou t molestation. F ighting 
just seems inevitable  to him . 
As fo r am bition, since he can’t 
be an airplane mechanic, " i t  
doesn't make much difference."

Many of the gang members, 
feeling trapped in the desperate 
and dangerous life  o f gang 
wars, look fo rw ard  to entering 
the A rm y at 17, as “ a means 
o f breaking out o f the «desper­
ate circle in w h ich  they exist.”  
But many are rejected because 
of police records or bad health.

In  portray ing  ind iv idua l gang 
members, the author shows that 
though often neat and w e ll 
dressed, they are “ shook-up” 
inside, liv in g  in fear of v io len t 
death, and in despair of ever 
achieving a stable life . They 
watch horro r movies and read 
Confidentia l magazine. Most 
have no home life , no regular 
meals, no adu lt who can help 
them. Some have fam ilies who 
w orry  about them but who are 
so swamped w ith  other p rob­
lems tha t they are ineffectual 
in gu id ing  the ir ch ildren. 
HOUSING PROJECTS

Not on ly the ccn tury-o ld  
tenements of the lower East 
Side, the brownstone barrens 
of the upper West Side, and 
the slums of East Harlem pro ­
duce the stresses w hich m ark 
New York 's “ shook-up”  genera­
tion, but even the new low- 
rent pub lic housing projects. 
Projects, intended to a lleviate 
the social ills  of bad housing, 
under bureaucratic, unim agina-

tive adm in istra tion, have often 
intensified old evils and created 
new ones. For example, the law 
stipulates tha t fam ilies whose 
incomes rise even s lig h tly  must 
be evicted from  low -ren t p ro ­
jects, thus creating a sh ifting  
population in them. More and 
more are becoming catch basins 
fo r tha t section of the w ork ing  
class th a t is e ither com pletely 
pauperized or whose members 
have in despair given up at­
tempts fo r betterm ent. Even 
before the present recession, 
Salisbury found in  one housing 
project, 25% of the tenants 
were on re lie f and tha t the 
com m unity was deprived of the 
"norm al quota of human ta l­
ents needed fo r self-organiza­
tion, self-d iscip line and self- 
im provem ent." In  one B rooklyn  
project, fo r example, the ele­
vators are used as to ilets by 
the children, w h ile  the tenants, 
unable to cope w ith  th is abuse, 
c lim b  the stairs.

Even the most ramshackle 
slum w ill have its own social 
structure, leadersh ip ,. group re ­
lationships. These are o b lite r­
ated when neighborhoods are 
razed in slum-clearance p ro ­
grams. In  the new low-cost 
housing projects, the bureau­
cratic adm in istra tion  makes no 
provision fo r a iding the de­
velopm ent of a new com m unity 
pattern, w hich at best w ould 
be slow-grow ing. The gangs 
are an a ttem pt to create out 
of the chaos a pattern  of life , 
but are unrestrained because 
the adults have not been able 
to establish th e ir own social 
s tructure  w hich could influence 
or contro l the gangs. Salisbury 
describes the F o rt Greene 
Houses in B rooklyn  as “ a 
$20,000,000 slum.”  For “ the 
slums have been shut up w ith ­
in new brick  and steel. The 
horror and depriva tion  have 
been im m ured behind those 
cold new w a lls .”

In  some areas of the c ity  
there arc no recreation fa c il i­
ties fo r the youth. In  the heart 
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant d is ­
tr ic t of B rooklyn , there are not 
even any churches, except the 
sto re-fron t varie ty. Yet when 
the police, now heavily  concen­
trated in th is area, spot six or 
seven adolescents on a street I 
corner, they order them to I

move on, “ often w ith  the en­
couragement o f n igh t sticks.”

Housing projects ev ic t fam ­
ilies whose youngsters get in to 
police trouble. B u t keeping 
them out o f troub le  is impos­
sible fo r the parents. The c h il­
dren consider home a prison. 
Even i f  they w ant to stay off 
the streets, there is no privacy 
in a crowded apartment. O ften 
they can’t  even go to bed —  
there is someone s ittin g  on it.

Salisbury says, “ The school 
is the most stable social in s ti­
tu tion  which the ch ild ren  en­
counter.”  M any principa ls and 
teachers are earnestly try in g  to 
help u n ru ly  and disturbed stu ­
dents. But w ith  three sh ifts  in 
some schools, i t  is d iff ic u lt 
m erely to keep track o f the 
pupils. When schools double or 
tr ip le  the shifts, delinquency 
always rises. “ More ch ildren 
are free on the streets w ith  id le 
hours and id le  hands.”  As fo r 
expelling u n ru ly  s t u d e n t s ,  
“ K ick in g  the kids in to  the 
streets creates w o lf qpeks.”

Yet the tools and methods 
fo r helping disturbed young­
sters are at hand. New Y ork  
has the skills , techniques, spec­
ialists and agencies capable of 
solving the problems of the 
’shook-up”  generation. But “ no 

comprehensive, coordinated, v ig ­
orous e ffo rt is being made to 
apply — on a c ity -w ide , year- 
in -year-ou t basis — know n 
methods fo r im prov ing  the con­
duct o f the young.”

Salisbury concludes tha t the 
partic ipa tion  of o rd inary  c it i ­
zens is “ feeble.”  The average 
ind iv idua l feels his efforts 
w ould be fu tile .

In other words, the s ituation 
cries out fo r p lanning and co­
o rd ina tion  — not fo r "social 
mechanisms . . .  so busy p ro ­
tecting vested interests tha t 
they lose track o f the good of 
the ch ild ."

A  fu l l  solution must go even 
beyond w hat Salisbury recom ­
mends. The whole society in 
which ch ild ren  grow up must 
be changed, so tha t the "b ru ta l, 
non-fam ily , m ora lly  deficient, 
transient environm ent" is re ­
placed by one where a ll adults 
feel a responsib ility  fo r a ll 
ch ild ren  and where the rights 
and needs of young people are 
understood and respected.

“ 1 w ould say the troub le  
stems from  racia l pre jud ice.”  
M r. W hite  added.

The colored people po in t out 
that some of them have worked 
and lived  here, as other w o rk ­
ers do, fo r up to ten or tw elve 
years.

They are employed in the 
pits, in  engineering factories, 
on the buses. They have houses 
and fam ilies and are members 
of th e ir trade union and in 
some cases o f the Labor Party . 
ON P IC KE T  L IN E S

Relations between the w h ite  
and colored w orkers have, on 
the whole, been good. N o ttin g ­
ham and D is tr ic t Trades Coun­
c il fought fo r and won the 
r ig h t of colored w orkers to be 
employed as conductors and 
drivers on the C orporation 
Transport.

Last year many colored w o rk ­
ers in  the c ity  took pa rt in the 
country bus s tr ike  and stood on 
the p icket lines w ith  then- 
w h ite  brothers.

Color bar incidents in  dance 
halls and pubs have been over­
come w ith  l it t le  troub le  and 
the 4,000 or so colored people 
have been accepted; a re la tio n ­
ship w hich they w ant to con­
tinue.

But now they are afra id  that 
other incidents w il l  take place. 
A  West A frican  m iner to ld me 
tha t recently he had had visits 
from  the police on a ll sorts of 
pretexts.

On one occasion he was 
roughly ordered to remove a 
car from  the fro n t of his house, 
although the car was not his 
and he did no t know  who the 
owner was.

More recently, a w h ite  per­
son called at his house fo r 
lodging, but on discovering tha t 
the house was occupied by a 
Negro, became insu lting  to the 
m ine r’s w ife , a young English 
g irl.
A F R A ID

She is now a fra id  to open 
the door and is too nervous to 
a llow  her tw o ch ildren out of 
doors unaccompanied.

A nother West A frican , also 
a m iner, expressed surprise 
tha t the attack came fro m  the 
youth.

“ A ll  the tim e we have been 
here,”  he said, “ in m y case 
over ten years, the young peo­
ple have always been fr ie n d ly . 
Someone has influenced them 
to do th is th ing .”

Some of the colored people 
talked about speeches made by 
L t.-C ol. J. K . Cordeaux, Tory 
Member of Parliam ent fo r N o t­
tingham  Central, on the M a r­
ke t Square, where he is re ­
ported to have opposed the im ­
m igra tion  o f West Indians, A f ­
ricans and Indians to B rita in . 
SPREAD H ATE

They consider tha t these 
speeches have fanned the 
flames o f race hatred, as has 
one speech made recently  in 
Parliam ent when he re ferred  
to “ Ind ian  parasites.”

Two days a fte r the rio tin g  
the area was s ti l l  heav ily  pa­
tro lled  by police on foot, and 
mounted police and police cars 
roamed the streets.

There was an a ir of tension, 
but one saw nevertheless co l­
ored and w h ite  w orkers w a lk ­
ing and chatting together and 
colored ch ildren and w h ite  c h il­
dren p lay ing  on the pavements, 
the best of friends.

[R eprin ted  from  the Aug. 30 
Newsletter, a B ritish  socialist 
w eek ly .]
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