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U. S. S ixth  F leet Threatens Lebanese People

U.S. Sixlh Fleet, shown above, with atomic-armed marines, is kept waiting in the Medi- 
ttrranean Sea while the U.S. State Department decides if this country should go to war in 
Lebanon to help Camille Chamoun keep his job as President. So far the threat of U.S. 
military intervention has not induced the Lebanese rebels to lay down their arms. (See 
editorial, page three.)

British, French Leftists 
Blast Execution of Nagy

B y  L i l l ia n  K ie z e l

T he  e x e c u tio n s  o f N a g y , M a le le r  a n d  tw o  o th e r  fo rm e r  H u n g a r ia n  C o m m u n is t 
P a r ty  leaders  has ea rn e d  th e  K r e m l in  h a n g m e n  re v u ls io n  and  c o n te m p t fro m  m a n y  
s y m p a th iz e rs  o f th e  S o v ie t U n io n  in  th e  U .S ., E n g la n d  and F rance .

The National Guardian e d i ­
to ria l o f June 30 expresses the 
opinion of a large section of 
the le ft-w in g  movement in the 
United Stales when it declares 
that the execution of Nagy and 
his colleagues is “ shocking and 
appalling.”
CEDRIC BELFRAG E

Cedric Belfrage, ed ito r-in - 
exile  of the National Guardian, 
declares in  the Ju ly  7 issue, 
his contempt fo r the "crocodile 
tears" of a ll those from  Dulles 
to the pseudo-socialists over 
the executions. However, he 
points out tha t A rth u r Horner 
w ho is a Com m unist and lead­
er of the National Union of 
M ine W orkers in Great B rita in  
expressed his "shock and hor­
ro r”  over the K rem lin  action. 
In  add ition the progressive F ire  
Brigades Union, he reports, 
calls the executions “ shameful 
reversion to the methods of the 
S ta lin  period."

Belfrage makes it p la in that 
"These protests come from  
people who have invested the ir 
blood, sweat and tears w ithou t 
s tin t in  the progressive move­
ment at home, and jn  defense 
of the w orld  socialist cause. 
They are comradely protests, 
m otiva ted* by no arrogance or 
‘bourgeois m ora lity .' "

“ I f  the Socia list-W orld lead­
ers,”  continues Belfrage, “ fa il 
to recognize in such protests 
the voice of th e ir true friends, 
it w il l  be perhaps the greatest 
tragedy of a ll. The voice is 
saying that socialists in the 
cap ita lis t w orld  have made 
sacrifices too fo r the cause, and 
w ill not stand silent w h ile  that 
cause is again dragged through 
a m ire  of te rro r where social­
ism reigns and torn to pieces 
where the fight remains to be 
won. I t  is rem ind ing  the so­
cia lis t w orld  that the movement 
is universal, and that i f  its less 
advanced forces have a re-

Cuilty: He Chose 
Wrong Parents

Because he w ill not dis­
avow his parents. Patrick 
Hallinen, 23, is threatened 
with being classified 4-F. 
"security risk,” by the Army. 
The youth said that in a 
letter he received from Army 
Headquarters, his father. 
Vincent, and his mother, 
Vivian, were listed as having 
been identified with "Com­
munist-front" groups. V in ­
cent Hallinan was 1952 Pres­
idential candidate of the Pro­
gressive Party. Patrick was 
informed that to "clear" him­
self he would have to "re­
fute the existence of a close 
and continuing association" 
with his parents. "I'm ready 
to serve in the Arm y,” he 
said. "If they don't want me 
that's their business. What 
do they want? That I go up 
and say I won’t go home; 
that I won't talk with my 
parents?"

sponsib ility  toward the more 
advanced, tha t goes in the 
other d irection too.”

He concludes: "Friendship
with western peoples, as dis­
tinct from imperialists, can not 
be built by defenders of the 
Nagy executions. Socialism can 
not be spread to new countries 
by defenders of such political 
vindictiveness — not in a cen­
tury. They w ill only dig their 
own political grave."

B elirage ’s rem arks paralle l 
a g row ing sentim ent in the 
Com m unist Party  of Great 
B rita in . The Newsletter, B ritish  
socialist weekly, edited by 
Peter F ryer, reports in its June 
28 and Ju ly  5 editions that 
numerous branches of the 
Young Com m unist League and

Com m unist P arty  have passed 
resolutions to protest the ex ­
ecutions.
H IT  SECRET TR IA L

For example, the Golbornc 
branch of the Communist Party 
in  a w ork ing  class d is tric t 
passed a resolution strong ly 
protesting to the Hungarian 
Com m unist Party the execution 
of Nagy and his colleagues, 
"w he the r they are g u ilty  or 
not." The resolution states: " In  
the present w o rld  situation, we 
consider the death sentence to 
be com pletely unnecessary. In 
particu la r, the secrecy of the 
tr ia l, the nature of the charges 
—  which are very rem iniscent 
o f the trum ped-up charges so 
fa m ilia r in S ta lin ’s day — and 

(Continued on Page 2)

Seattle SW P Leaders 
Victims o f Gang A ttack

SEATTLE , Ju ly  7— Clara Kaye, R ichard Fraser and 
Jack W righ t, local Socialist W orkers Party  leaders, were 
v ic tim s of a gang assault at the annual Ju ly  4 picnic of 
the People’s W orld. 4

Fraser received a broken 
nose, cuts and bruises on the 
face and scalp, and m u ltip le  
contusions of the ribs. Clara 
Kaye suffered facial cuts and 
bruises. W righ t escaped w ith  
the least serious in juries.

Clara Kaye and Fraser were 
attacked by 12 men as they 
e ft the ir car at the parking 
'ot near the picnic grounds.
The gang had evidently  been 
w a iting  fo r the ir a rriva l.

The v ic tim s had come to the 
picnic on o ffic ia l inv ita tion  
from  the People’s W orld. F ra­
ser said they attended the 
fund-ra is ing a ffa ir to express 
so lida rity  w ith  the People’s 
W orld as a m ino rity  newspaper.

A lthough the attackers wore 
People's W orld badges, the as­
sault had no connection w ith  
the paper, according to the 
victim s.
LO C AL CP LEADER

Jack W righ t, who recognized 
the assailants, said the gang 
was led by Carl Ranta, local 
section organizer of the Com­
munist party, and tw o other 
prom inent members of the 
Communist Party , Charles Legg 
and H arold Johnson. *  W right 
was attacked by a part of the 
gang headed bv H enry H uff, a 
form er CP organizer.

M ary W righ l, w ife  of Jack 
W righ t, who had been assigned 
by the Sobell Committee to 
seek signatures at the picnic 
for the release of M orion So- 
bell from  prison, was forced 
off the picnic grounds by Carl 
Ranta. This, presum ably, was 
because of her association w ith  
her husband.

The m otive fo r the attack, in 
the opinion of Clara Kaye, was 
resentment among some of the 
Seattle Communist P arty  lead­
ers over efforts of the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  to unite the so­

c ia lis t forces in the area in* 
common e l e c t o r a l  ac tiv ity . 
These efforts have met w ith  
favorable response from  mem­
bers of the Communist Party. 
In the spring election, Jack 
W right, who ran fo r C ity  Coun­
cil on the SWP p la tfo rm , was 
aided by CP rank and filers 
despite opposition from  CP 
leaders, who favo; Democratic 
P arty  candidates.

Those who witnessed the a't- 
tack and saw the blood tr ic k ­
ling  down the faces of the 
victim s, q u ick ly  spread the 
story. In angry indignation, 
picnickers protested w ith  mem­
bers of the gang, whom they 
recognized as fe llow  adherents 
of the Communist Party. This 
lead to heated arguments and 
even fist fights.

Some of the attackers sought 
to ju s tify  the assault on grounds 
tha t the M ilita n t had been "d is ­
tr ib u te d " al the picnic. Fraser, 
however, denied that any So­
cia list W orkers Party lite ra tu re  
had been d is tribu ted  at a ll. a l­
though he saw no reason fo r 
barring  picnickers from  read­
ing it  if  they wanted.

“ We came to the a ffa ir." he 
said, "on ly  because of several 
oersonal inv ita tions from  CP 
leaders and members as w el' 
as an o ffic ia l inv ita tion  from 
the People’s W orld. We came 
w ith  the intention only of ex- 
oressing our so lida rity  w ith  the 
People’s W orld as a radical 
newspaper and to engage in 
the kind of fr ie n d ly  discussions 
w hich have generally charac­
terized all o f our associations 
w ith  readers of the People’s 
W orld du ring  the past, two 
years.”

News of the physical attack 
q u ick ly  spread through Seattle 
labor and radical circles. The

(Continued on Page 2)

COLD-WAR PASSPORT 
CURBS BEING PUSHED

U.S. occupation troops in South Korea parade before a 
grim display of newly installed atomic cannons. North 
Korean objections to the introduction of the atomic weapons 
in Korea was curtly rejected by a UN commission who 
blamed the situation on lack of Communist "sincerity."

Miss. Negro 
Killed in Jail 
By Sheriff

JU LY  9 — The face of a 
lyncher a ll loo oflen leers over 
the au thorita tive  badge of the 
law. And other o ffic ia l agents 
a ll too often lind technical rea­
sons fo r looking the other way. 
Such is the case in the fatal 
beating of 35-year-old Woodrow 
W ilson Daniels by S heriff J. B. 
(Busier) Treloar in  W ater V a l­
ley. Miss. Daniels was arrested, 
June 21, on charges of reckless 
d riv ing  and illega l possession 
of w hisky. (Friends said the 
bottles had been collected by 
Daniel's son and contained only 
wafer.)

Two w h ite  witnesses to the 
beating, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Vaughan, said they heard the 
prisoner cry, "M r. Buster, you 
have k ille d  me. The blood is 
coming."

Mrs. Vaughan said, “ Buster 
h it h im  behind the head and 
knocked him into the bars of 
the cell. He h it h im  about eight 
times."

“ And he started beating him 
again the next m orn ing," her 
husband added. The Vaughans 
said they were w illin g  to tes­
t ify  in court to w h?t they had 
witnessed.

Mr. Daniels was released 
from  ja il, taken to a doctor 
and then to a Memphis hos­
p ita l where he died.
F B I W ON'T IN V ES TIG A TE

According to the Ju ly  8 New 
Y ork  Post, a spokesman for 
the "Justice" Departm ent in 
W ashington said there w ould 
be no federal investigation of 
the k illin g s  as no “ o ffic ia l re­
quest”  fo r e ither the FBI or 
the C iv il R ights D iv is ion  "to 
enter the case had been re­
ceived.”  And Mississippi G ov­
ernor Coleman has refused to 
investigate.

M r. Daniels was w e ll-know n 
and w e ll- like d  by the whites of 
W ater Va lley as w e ll as by the 
Negroes. F ifteen w hite people 
reportedly attended his funeral 
and the Daniels’ fam ily  is 
hoping w h ite  residents w ill 
in itia te  action against the 
sheriff. B u i i f  they don'l keep 
the ir promise to do so in  the 
next few days, one of Daniels' 
brothers said, he w il l  w rite  to 
the Justice Departm ent h im ­
self. "Otherwise "W ilson w il l  be 
just another 'dead nigger.' "

“ I saw (S heriff T re loar] beat 
a boy w ith  his fists rig h t out 
on the street," said another 
brother of Daniels. “ There’ve 
been other beatings, bu t I saw 
this one . . .  I w ou ldn ’t beat 
my dog or my cow, and they ’re 
lower animals.”

Teamsters Urge Unity 
O f Transport Unions

B y  F ra n ce s  Jam es

J U L Y  10 — A call fo r the establishment of a per­
manent Conference on Transporta tion U n ity  has been 
issued in  Washington, D.C., over the signatures of James 
R. Hoffa, In te rna tiona l Brother-** 
hood o f Teamsters, Joseph C ur­
ran, National M aritim e  Union 
and W illia m  Bradley of the 
East Coast In te rna tiona l Long­
shoremen’s Association. Paul 
Hall, president o f the Seafarers 
In te rnationa l Union authorized 
Hoffa to say he “ looks w ith  
great favo r”  on the confedera­
tion. The SIU in Canada has 
already combined w ith  the IL A  
and IB T  in  an organizational 
d rive in  the St. Lawrence sea­
way area.

The Teamsters Union is the 
d riv in g  force behind the un ity  
move and w il l  finance the con­
ference through its early stages.
The conference call asks for 
three representatives from  each 
oi 50 transportation unions — 
air, ra il, dock and sea — to 
partic ipate in a jo in t meeting 
in August to arrange fo r a 
permanent conference.
HARRY BRIDGES AN ISSUE

Objections have been raised 
to partic ipa tion  by the West 
Coast In te rnationa l Longshore­
men and Warehousemen’s Union 
headed by H a rry  Bridges be­
cause of its alleged “ Commu­
nist dom ination.”  According to 
the Ju ly  7 W all Street Journal,

M orris  Woisberger, secretary of 
tlie  Sailors’ Union of the Pacific- 
stated he "w o u ld n ’t w ant lo go 
along," i f  the 1LWU were in ­
cluded. However, when the 
W all Street Journa l asked 
Hoffa i f  the in v ita tio n  to the 
August meeting also covered 
the ILW U , "M r. Hoffa empha­
sized that ‘a ll’ transport unions 
w ould be inv ited ."

The un ity , i f  achieved as 
planned, w ill p a rtia lly  reverse 
the c rim ina l splits engineered 
by the lop labor officia ls when 
they expelled the ILW U  along 
w ith  other "com m unist dom i­
nated" unions from the CIO in 
1949 and when they subse­
quently expelled the IL A  and 
more recently the Teamsters 
fo r "co rru p tio n " from  the A F L  
and A FL-C IO  respectively.

No o ffic ia l A FL-C IO  state­
ment has been made concern­
ing the transportation un ity  
move. The A FL-C IO  constitu ­
tion, however, forb ids its mem­
ber organizations from  engag­
ing in anyth ing more than a 
m in im al w o rk ing  re lationship 
w ith  expelled unions.

Nevertheless, according to the 
(Continued on Page 4)

Eisenhower Presses 
Congress to Restrict 
Freedom of Travel

B y  H e rm a n  C h auka
P re s id e n t E is e n h o w e r's  d e m a n d  o f C ongress th a t i t  

le g a lize  u n p re c e d e n te d  cu rb s  on  th e  r ig h t  o f U .S . c itize n s  
to  tr a v e l a b ro a d  can o n ly  b e  c o n s tru e d  as a m o ve  to 
acce le ra te  th e  co ld  w a r  b y  t r y in g  to keep  th e  w o r ld  
r ig id ly  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  h o s tile  cam ps. A t  th e  sam e t im e  
it is intended to help keep the*----------------------------------------------------
witch hunt alive al home.

In  the face o f a grow ing 
w orld  demand fo r a re laxa tion  
of co ld-w ar tensions, Eisenhow­
er has demanded tha t Congress 
give legal sanction to the State 
Departm ent's a rb itra ry  ban on 
travel to China and various 
parts o f East Europe. He also 
wants a legal ove rrid ing  o f the 
Supreme C ourt’s recent de­
cision which declared the State 
Departm ent does not have the 
righ t to deny passports because 
o f beliefs or associations.

The Eisenhower message de­
mands the r ig h t to deny pass­
ports “ to an applicant who is a 
member o f the Communist 
party ; is under Communist 
party discipline, dom ination or 
contro l; or that the applicant is 
trave lling  abroad to assist 
k n o w i n g l y  the in te rnationa l 
Communist, m ovem ent."

The pressure fo r legalization 
of the China trave l ban is mo­
tivated by the w ide critic ism  
leveled against Dulles fo r the 
ban and the fact tha t he has 
been unable to ju s tify  it  legal­
ly. The A dm in is tra tion  has re ­
fused to budge on this issue 
because i t  fears that g ran ting  
the r ig h t to trave l to China 
m ight be construed as tacit 
recognition of a governm ent 
that it  is fiercely determ ined to 
isolate.

In asserting that the " r ig h t"  
of the Secretary o f State to 
deny passports is trad itiona l, 
E i s e n h o w e r  contem ptuously i 
brushes aside the Supreme 
Court ru lin g  w hich found the 
State Departm ent g u ilty  of 
gross v io la tions o f c iv il liberties 
in its denial of passports. 
PROPOSES SW EEPING LAW

I f  adopted, the proposed leg­
is lation w ill go fa r in abrogat­
ing C onstitu tiona l liberties. II 
w ould authorize denial of pass­
ports "where th e ir possession 
w ould seriously im pa ir the 
conduct of foreign relations . . . 
o r where the ir presence would 
conflict w ith  our fore ign policy 
objectives.”

W ith  such a law, an adm in­
istra tion can deny passports to 
anyone in disagreement w ith  
any phase o f its foreign policy. 
Today i! could mean a travel 
ban for a business man who 
iavors East-West trade. It

Seeks New Power

SEC'Y OF STATE D ULLES

could deny trave l rights to a 
scientist who has demanded a 
ha ll to nuclear tests. And it 
w ould ce rta in ly  be used against 
anyone who opposes the U.S. 
inspired cold war.

According to Eisenhower, 
such legislation is needed at. 
once because “ Each day and 
each week tha t passes without, 
it exposes us to great danger." 
What danger? That a Paul 
Robeson m igh t appear on a 
London stage? That a Corliss 
Lam ent m ight make a study of 
conditions in Europe? O r tha t 
Am erican newsmen m ight get 
to China and through the lines 
o l the ir dispatches make known 
that the Chinese people w ant 
only to bu ild  a decent new life  
w ithou t interference from W all 
Street?

The Senate Foreign Relations 
com m ittee has scheduled hear­
ings Ju ly  16-17 on a d ra ft b ill 
being prepared by the State 
Departm ent embodying th e  
Eisenhower demands. Oppon­
ents of fhe cold war and witch 
hun l should make the ir voices 
herrd  by fhe comm ittee against 
this M cC arthyite  measure.

London Dockers Teach Tories a Lesson
B y  P h il ip  M a g h r i

LONDON. June 29 — When 
the Tory government made its 
plans to teach the w ork ing  
class a lesson by breaking the 
London bus strike, they placed 
prim e importance on isolating 
the busmen from  the rest of 
the workers. By m ainta in ing 
"social peace" w ith  the decisive 
sections of the w ork ing  class 
they w ould keep lh e ir hands 
free to beat down the busmen. 
But a small spark, set to the 
explosive tinde r of the London 
docks, blew up a ll the ir fine 
calculations.

Much of the meal consumed 
n London goes through the 
giant S m ith fie ld  meat market* 
From Sm ith fie ld , meat trucks 
take it to the local butchers. 
The meat truck drivers, a smalt 
group of workers, had been lii l 
by B ritish  capitalism 's current 
attack on wages and w orking 
i nditions. A t the start of this 

vear they were ordered by the
i mployers to d rive  in London 
tra ffic  at speeds up to ten miles
per hour faster than previously 
In response to this speed-up,
they demanded a 15D wage in ­
crease. The employers refused 
to give anything, and at the 
start of May the drivers  went 
on strike.

This s trike  touched off

chain reaction. W orkers at 
S m ilh fie ld  refused to handle 
meat that would norm a lly  be 
carried by the trucks. Because 
of th e ir reduced business, the 
S m ilh fie ld  employers fired 600 
men. In protest against the f ir ­
ings the entire S m ilh fie ld  m ar­
ket struck. Im ported meat fo r 
S m ilh fie ld  is norm ally  landed 
at the Toole.v Street docks. The 
longshoremen at Tooley Street 
declared this meat “ b lack" 
(scab), and refused to unload it.

The dock employers there­
upon attempted to use clerical 
and supervisory employes to 
unload the meat. This was a 
■■¡ear v io la tion of the National 
Dock Labor Plan, whereby only 
'ongshoremen registered w ith  
•he Dock Labor Board can w ork 
on the docks. In protest against 
the use of "unregistered labor" 
to do struck w ork, the rest of 
the London dockers walked off 
the job. This whole series of 
strikes had been spontaneous 
and "u n o ffx la l."  w ithou t the 
approval or support of the 
union leaders. Nevertheless, the 
London docks were completely 
shut down. 20,000 men were 
out on strike.

For the government and the 
em ploying class as a whole, 
this was a problem of an en tire ­
ly  d ifferent order of magnitude 
from  the bus strike. The ab- 1

scnce of buses was a bearable 
inconvenience, but the dock 
strike  h it B ritish  capita lism  in 
its most sensitive po in t— w orld  
trade. The fu ll effect o f the 
strike , in terms of direct, and 
indirect loss of exports, w ill 
not- be known fo r several 
months. But it is certain to run 
in the tens, perhaps hundreds, 
of m illions.

M aking matters s till worse 
fo r the capita lists wa,s the fact 
that the s tr ike  was completely 
out of the control of the trade- 
union bureaucrats. Years of 
class collaboration had destroy­
ed the prestige of the T rans­
port and General W orkers 
Union dock leadership among 
rank-and-file  dockers (many ol 
whom had broken away a few 
vears ago to jo in  a more m il i t ­
ant union.) Now the B ritish  
capitalists had to mourn tin * 1 * * 
policy of subservience they 
had so ca re fu lly  fostered among 
the union leaders.
WE GO HOME

P a rticu la rly  on Tooley Street, 
the focal point of the strike, 
there was prevalent disrespect 
fo r the union leaders. A l one 
point, in a speech urg ing the 
dockers to re tu rn  to w ork, a 
T&G W U  leader asked rhe to ric ­
a lly , “ And where do we go 
from  here, lads?”  As w ith  one

voice, the dockers answered, 
“ H om e!” A t another meeting, 
dockers met a union o ffic ia l’s 
flag-w aving appeal by intoning. 
"We A re the Boys of the B u ll­
dog Breed that Made Old Eng­
land G reat."
ALAS. FALSE RUMOR

Tlie  Tory press used its usual 
weapons of slander against the 
dockers. They shed crocodile 
‘ ears over tlie  fate of perish­
able goods ro tting  on the docks 
Sul every docker could tel! 
dories from personal experi- 
nce of how the employers con- 

-tan tly  kept goods off th 
market, even at the risk of 
spoilage, in order to keep prices 
high. More, the dockers in fact 
offered to unload perishable 
goods, and w ithou t pay — if 
these foodstuffs were donated 
free o f charge to hospitals and 
other charitab le  institu tions 
N a tu ra lly , the ph ilan throp ic 
profiteers rejected the subver­
sive proposal. E qually  na tu ra l­
ly , the Tory press went right 
on b lam ing the dockers for a l­
low ing  vegetables to rot.

The Tory press also resorted 
to Red-Scare tactics. Reports 
were prin ted that the “ T ro tsky- 
ite Communist P a rty ”  was 
sending agents armed w ith  a 
hundred pounds each to bribe 
the dockers to stay on strike.

T lie  dockers, try in g  to get by 
w ithout s tr ike  pay and w ith  
on ly “ National Assistance”  (re-' 
lie f) to feed the ir fam ilies, 
greeted this “ news”  w ith  gales 
of laughter and asked each 
o ilie r i f  anyone had seen “ the 
man w ith  the hundred pounds.’’

Faced w ith  a to ta lly  unex­
pected challenge that they 
,were not prepared to meet, the 
employers had to back down 
all along the line, a fte r a' s ix- 
week struggle. "Unregistered 
labor”  was w ithd raw n  from  
the docks, and the orig ina l 
Sm ith fie ld  s tr ike  was provis- 
ona lly  settled by appointing a 

Commission of In q u iry  to set 
the amount of wage increase 
fo r ihe truck  drivers and by 
reh iring  ihe fired m eal-m arket 
workers.

But th is retreat by t))o em­
ployers was im m ediate ly ac­
companied by preparations for 
a counter-offensive. S im ultane­
ously w ith  the appointm ent of 
the Commission of In q u iry  in ­
to the- wage dispute, the M in is ­
try  of Labor set up a second 
Commission of In q u iry  to study 
“ general labor conditions”  at 
Sm ith fie ld . T lie  job o f this 
commission w ill be to find*ways 
to prevent fu tu re  "u n o ffic ia l’’ 
strikes. A lready tw o o f the 

(Continued on Page 4)

A tom ic  Cannon D isp layed in  Korea
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Strait Jacket for Soviet W riters
(The author of this article is a Seattle artist. He was active 

for many years in the Communist party in the Pacific North­
west. He resigned last year after finding it impossible to demo­
cratically express his views within the organization against 
the crushing of the Hungarian revolution and the continuing 
dictatorial practices in the Soviet Union.

His letter of resignation declared in part: " I shall continue 
to fight for socialism and I shall offer my talents as an artist 
to all radical and socialist tendencies in the interests of re- 
groupment of revolutionary socialists . . .  I feel that the one 
overriding responsibility of all socialist artists is to join our 
voices with those of Picasso and Aragon demanding an end 
to Kadar's murders and imprisonment of Hungarian artists.")

B y  W i l l ia m  C u m m in g
The cap itu la tion  last w in te r of V la d im ir Dudintsev. 

whose novel Not By Bread Alone, marked the warmest 
tem perature reached by the lite ra ry  “ thaw ”  in  the Soviet 
Union, is but another p roo i>  
that the ru lin g  Soviet bureau­
cracy is not re form ing its des­
potism out of existence. For a 
short pci iod there was otlic ia l 
tolerance of c ritica l novels, as 
w e ll as a lim ited  but hot lite r-  
a .y  debate. And this was taken 
by many as a sign of a gen­
uine "thaw ."

Yet there was ample w arn ­
ing from  the beginning that 
the K rem lin  ru lers were not 
concerned w i t h se lf-reform  
e ither in the field of the arts 
arid lite ra tu re  or in politics 
generally. T he ir actual policy 
was to contain, then stifle , 
something which b.oke out in ­
dependently of and against 
the ir w ill. Indead, it was the 
recently-appointed "savior of 
Stalingrad" (w ill it now be re­
named Nikitagrad or Khrush- 
chevo?) who a year ago singled 
cut Dudintsev for attack as 
"misrepresenting [Soviet real­
ity I in a distorting mirror."

Follow ing K h.ushchev’s lead, 
tons of invective were hurled 
at the Soviet w r ite r ’s head.
W rite rs in the USSR are them ­
selves among the economically 
priv ileged. T he ir revo lt is thus

a secondary w h ir lw in d  on the 
edge of the , w ork ing  - class 
storm that is gathering. U n til 
the revo lu tionary storm  breaks 
w ith  fu ll power, it  is d ifficu lt 
fo r the Dudintsevs to stand up 
to the outraged bureaucrats. 
G rudg ing ly, Dudintsev re trea t­
ed.

Khrushchev’s attack occurred 
in the course of three speeches 
on cu ltu ra l policy last year in 
which lie hurled the whole l i t ­
erary “ thaw " in to  the -frig id 
wastes of outer space.

A lthough the prose of this 
ignoramus (lows w ith  a ll t i l t  
sluggishness o f poorly-heated 
tar, his meaning is clear. W r it­
ers and artists, he sneers, are 
“ ignorant of life , w ith  no ade­
quate po litica l experience or 
a b ility  to spot the main determ ­
in ing factor in life  . . . "  They 
have a "one-sided and incor­
rect understanding of the es­
sence of the p a rty ’s c ritic ism  ot 
the S ta lin  personality cu lt.” 
There are not only delinquent 
Dudintsevs, there are also de­
linquent editors who "gave 
space to publication of w ritings 
akin to D udintsev’s book.”

Zhdanov’s Decrees
Under the pa rty ’s “ guidance,”  

the method of "socialist real­
ism ”  has "insured outstanding 
successes" and "the  flowering 
of the socialist cu ltu re  of all 
the peoples of the USSR.” 
(W hether th is “ flow ering" in ­
cludes the bodies of the m u r­
dered Jewish w rite rs , K h rush ­
chev did not say. In  fact, he 
has never commented at a ll on 
th is crim e of S ta lin ’s. W rite rs 
and artists w il l  find "p len ty  of 
good models in the life  of the 
factory w o r k e r s ,  co llective 
farm ers and the in te lligentsia  
. . . "  The hitch is that w riters, 
being “ ignorant of life ,"  are 
prone to "poke around in gar­
bage cans." This is a damag­
ing admission. Dudintsev found 
his models right where Krush­
chev pointed— the factories, the 
schoolrooms, the engineering 
departments. He found garbage 
cans of bureaucratic stifling of 
workers' initiative, frame-up 
and imprisonment of those who 
refused to toady, corruption 
and mutual protection among 
the slate and party bureaucrats 
offset by ruthless purges.

Khrushchev’s t h u n  d c r i n g  
w ent on: “ The p a rty ’s decision 
on ideological questions de­
fined the m ajor tasks and ba­
sic princip les of the p a rty ’s pol­
icies in the sphere of a rt and 
lite ra tu re , and they retain th e ir 
force at the present tim e ." This 
is the key passage. Khrushchev 
is refer, ing to the notorious 

resolutions based on the 
"Zhdanov line ,”  the most rabid 
expression of S ta lin ism  toward 
the arts.

Zhdanov, whose speeches on 
lite ra tu re  and music read like  
the ravings of a psychopath,

imposed on Soviet cu ltu re  a 
regime of national chauvinism , 
obscurantism, s te r ility  and b ig ­
o try. He drove in to  exile  the 
poet Akhm atova and the sa tir­
ist Zoschenko; introduced anti- 
Semitism into Soviet critic ism  
under guise of "anti-cosm opol­
itan ism ;”  and drove Sergei 
Eisenstein. the great motion 
p icture  producer and d irector 
to death by the obscene hood 
of invective poured out on his 
film  Ivan the Terrib le .

These are the d e c i s i o n s  
Khrushchev refers to —  “ and 
they retain the ir force at the 
oresent tim e !”  An ominous 
phrase that is linked w ith  a 
sin ister reference to "certa in
I H ungarian J w rite rs ." There is 
» threat in these assertions, and 
■t is no wonder that Dudint.se' 
fina lly  caved in and promised 
to w rite  his new novel to bu­
reaucratic measure.

There w il l  be more threats 
and more capitu lations. B u t the 
w rite rs  w ill surrender w ith  
g ritted teeth w h ile  they w ait 
fo r the w orkers’ revo lt to bring 
i new thaw. The bureaucrats at 
any rate don’t trust ihem. How 
else explain Khrushchev's snarl 
at "advocates of 'freedom of 
creation,' (to whom] guidance 
of literature and art by the 
party and state is oppressive 
. . . [who] conceal these moods 
and desires of fheirs by ta lk  
about excessive tutelage, fet­
tering of initiative, etc." So 
there are those who venture 
oooosilion to b u r e a u c r a t i c  
stilling of culture by oblique 
references to "tutelage," "fet­
tering," "etc."? Significant ad- 
misisonl

Voted Top Man

When Stalin died his heirs pledged a return to "collective leadership." Khrushchev 
(head bowed) since then has worked to re-establish one-man rule. Bulganin (rear, right) 
who was still a member of the Supreme Soviet's Presidium when this picture was taken 
last March has since been chopped down by Khrushchev.

The Real Leninist Policy
In  an effort to gain sanction 

fo r his S ta lin is t rubbish about 
guidance by the party  and 
state, Khrushchev invokes the 
shade of Lenin. “ Lenin, it  w ill 
be remembered, tim e and again 
pointed out . . . . ”  Pointed out 
what? According to K h rush ­
chev, pointed out exactly w hat 
Khrushchev claims is a M a rx ­
ist po licy tow ard art. But 
Khrushchev doesn’t quote Len­
in; lie merely asserts that Len­
in said the same th ing  as 
Khrushchev. To th is he adds, 
" i t  w il l be remembered”  — a 
phrase rem iniscent of S ta lin ’s 
“ as is w e ll know n.”

The fact is that Lenin did 
not “ tim e and again”  point out 
any specific policy tow ard the 
arts. His w ritings  on the sub­
ject include a pamphlet in 
1905. articles on Tolstoy, re­
marks on a rt passed on by 
K la ra  Zetk in , plus his general 
comments on the ideological 
superstructure of society. None 
of these deals in clear-cut fash­
ion w ith  the problem of Com­
m unist policy toward the arts 
a fte r the seizure of power.

Khrushchev is reduced to 
eategoiical assertion. U n fo rtun ­
ately for him . it w il l  be remem­
bered what authentic Leninism

T w o  T im e ly  B ooks A b o u t the  S o v ie t U n io n
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taught on this question, because 
we have at hand the recently 
republished book, L ite ra tu re  
and Revolution, by L en in ’s 
closest co-w orker from  1917 on 
—namely, Leon T ro tsky. In 
this book, written in 1924, 
Trotsky devotes an entire chap­
ter to Communist Policy Tow­
ard Art, in which he develops 
a line that was held in com­
mon by all the leading cadre 
of lhe Bolshevik Party al the 
time, Lenin included. A similar 
line was embodied in resolu­
tions on cultural policy adopt­
’ d by the Russian Communist 
Party in Lenin's days.

In  the early chapters of L it - 
na ture  and Revolution, T ro t- 
:ky established the relation of 
various lite ra ry  schools to the 
October revo lu tion, po in ting 
n it that w ith  the death of the 
C zarist-capita list regime, many 
w rite rs  lost the ir base and be­

an to tu rn  toward the revolu- 
ion to which each school 

brought its theories, talents and 
•liques. Having disposed o f the 

claims of the contending schools 
o a monopoly on the affections 
>f the revo lu tion, T ro tsky re­
buffs the arrogance of those 
M arxists who rejected the 
•aim of all these w rite :s  to a 
>)aee in the new society.

I f  the refugees from  the lit- 
■rary bohemia of bourgeois so- 
■iety were to be rejected, noth- 
ng w ould be le ft “ but a few 

unpaid prom issory notes of a 
uture pro le tarian lite ra tu re .”

What policy, then, should the 
Parly adopt? “ The M arxian 
uelhod.”  says T io tsky , "affords

an opportun ity  to estimate the 
development of the new art, to 
trace all its sources, to help the 
most progressive tendencies by 
a c ritic ia l illum ina tion  of the 
road, bu t it does not do more 
than that . . . The domain of 
a rt is not one in w h ich  the 
Party is called upon to com­
mand. I t  can and must protect 
and help it, but it  can only 
lead it ind ic rec tly ."

(The policy of authentic B o l­
shevism— of Lenin and Trotsky 
— is the polar opposite o f the 
policy of S ta lin . Zhdanov and 
Khrushchev, Bolshevism recog­
nizes that it can and should 
on ly lead the arts by ind irec t 
methods, by observing and es­
tim ating  the sources and d irec­
tion of the new schools, by 
th row ing  the ligh t of critic ism  
on what is being done, by en­
couraging the creation of the 
new, and by protecting the 
w ork of cu ltu re  from  all threats 
Including 'ha t posed hv what 
Lenin called “ Communist con­
ceit.”

W hat T ro tsky means bv 
“ c ritica l illu m in a tio n ”  can be 
judged by his own appraisals 
in L ite ra tu re  and Revolution 
on Futurism , Form alism  and 
other ¡itérai y schools which 
were e ither non-M arxist or 
Cven an ti-M arx is t. These should 
he read and compared w ith  the 
bludgeon and hatchet “ c r itica l” 
technique of S talin ism  (as fo r 
example, when Izvestia inform s 
Soviet painters that impression­
ism has no place in th e ir art.)

Khrushchev insists on direct 
guidance— in reality, command

—of art by lhe party and the 
stale. As a theory, this is ap­
plesauce, without the slightest 
resemblance to Leninism. And 
in practice, we have only to re­
call the fate of A. Tolstoy, 
Babel. Mayakovsky, Eisenstein. 
Sholokhov and a thousand other 
writers and artists to recognize 
that Stalinist "guidance” has 
generally “guided" the artist 
into the bureaucratic fold (A. 
Tolstoy), the prison-labor camp 
(Babel), suicide (Mayakovsky) 
or silence (Sholokhov).

C ritic ism  in the hands of the

bureaucracy draws a line of 
equation between politics and 
culture. The insanity of this 
line is evident to even the most 
em pirica l observers in the con­
tinua l outm oding of cu ltu ra l 
works by the erra tic  tangents 
of S ta lin is t politics, as attested 
by the mountains of rubbish 
w hich were once proclaimed to 
be “ outstanding successes of 
socialist realism .”

Is there a relation between 
cu ltu re  and politics? O f course. 
But they coincide at one point 
on ly : ” . . .  in the broad sense 
tha t the Revolution creates 
conditions fo r a new cu ltu re ." 
This happy coincidence is the 
magnet w hich attracts artists 
to the revo lu tionary  banners, 
fo r it is increasingly clear that 
only revo lu tionary  changes in 
society can save hum anity  and 
its cu lture . B ut aside from  the 
fact tha t the socialist revo lu ­
tion creates the base fo r a tru ly  
new cu ltu re  the relations of 
politics and cu ltu re  are purely 
re fractive. They do not proceed 
in a stra igh t line, nor is there 
a simple correspondence be­
tween them'.

M aking cu ltu ra l judgment 
conform  to po litica l standards 
(w ith  itse lf as final arb iter). 
S ta lin ism  brands a rtis tic  trends 
that do not kow tow  to “ social­
ist realism ”  as being not only 
a rtis tica lly  bad but p o litica lly  
reactionary. Bigoted and p ro ­
vincia l, the Russian bureau­
cracy has condemned v ir tu a lly  
all new tendencies in Western 
Europe and Am erica during  the 
last hundred years as “ cosmopol­
itan ism " and "bourgeoes fo rm ­
alism .”  Thus have the paintings 
of the School o f Paris, the 
novels of Proust and Joyce, the 
theater of P iscator and Brecht, 
the jazz of our country, and 
the poems of E lio t been ligh t- 
m indedly tossed on the ju n k  
heap.

Results of ‘Socialist Realism’
In lhe meantime, fresh cul­

tural creation in the Soviet 
Union is at a virtual standstill, 
despite the tremendous pressure 
of the currents let loose by the 
October Revolution. At the 201h 
Congress of the Soviet Com­
munist Party two and a half 
V " a r s  aao, the novel’«t Sholo­
khov (author of The Quiet Don) 
raged: "Not twelve good novels 
in the last twenty years!" And 
if lhe Khrushchevs continue to 
"guide” literature, there will 
be even fewer in the next 
iv /e rLy years.

S talin ism , from  its trium ph  in 
the !920’s to the present, has 
fa iled u tte rly  to create by bu­
reaucratic edict the slightest 
rudim ents of a new culture. 
“ Socialist realism ”  more than 
any other artistic- trend in the 
w orld , is scraped together from  
the droppings of the least sig­
nificant schools of the past.

And this has done much to re­
pel artists and w rite rs  from  the 
radical movement in this coun­
try , because they have accept­
ed at face value the bureau­
cracy’s identification of its cu l­
tu ra l “ achievements" w ith  the 
aims of October.

In the 1930’s, radical artists 
and w rite rs  flocked in to  the 
Communist Party o r its p e ri­
phery, because they identified 
it w ith  Lenin, the October 
R evolution, the poems o f May 
akovsky and the film art of 
Eisenstein. Today the repulsive 
nature of S ta lin ism  is one of 
the ch ie f explanations of the 
present encampment of rebel 
poets, winters and painters in 
the environs of cafe-anarchism 
and existentia lism  ra ther than 
in the ranks of revo lu tionary  
socialism.

(Firsl of fwo articles)

N.Y. Times Music Critic Reports 
On Major Soviet Cultural Cains

B y  M y ra  T a n n e r W e iss

A very conscientious obser­
ver spent "three weeks of al­
most total immersion in the 
Soviet cultural scene." That ob­
server was Howard Taubman. 
music critic of lhe New York 
Times. His report on this ex­
perience is presented in a se­
ries of five articles beginning 
in the June 30 Times.

Taubman was deeply im ­
pressed by what he saw and 
heard. “ I t  would be easy,”  he 
said, “ in the old habit of dis­
cred iting  everyth ing  Soviet to 
underestimate the * 1 significance 
of th is phase o f Soviet life  . .. 
B u t it  would be wrong.

“ There is a genuine dedica­
tion to a rtis tic  ideals in the 
Soviet Union. There is a per­
vasive love of beauty. There is 
an exh ila ra tion  in the sk ill and 
v irtu o s ity  of h igh ly  tra ined 
performers. There is respect fo r 
the creative vocation.” 
SOPHOCLES A H IT '

Taubman presents impressive 
statistics on the grow th of cu l­
tu ra l institu tions and fac ilities 
since the Russian Revolution 
of 1917. He then translates 
these figures into human terms. 
“ In T if lis .” he reports, “ the 
audience at a performance of 
Sophocles’ ’Oedipus Rex’ was 
even more impressive than the 
production. It was a crowd in 
shirtsleeves, people of all ages 
who did not 'ook or behave 
like  sophisticates. They id e n ti­
fied themselves w ith  the story 
and reacted as if it were a tale 
of here and now . . .

"At 'Hamlet' one Sunday 
i noon in Moscow," Taubman 
continues, "more than half the 
audience was made up of 
youngsters of grammar and 
high school age. In fhe bal­
conies one could see scrubbpd 
lads in fheir Sunday best and 
little  girls with long braids, 

i They leaned over the railing

or stood in the back rows in­
tent on every word uttered on 
the stage."

“ The spreading of cu ltu re  in 
the Soviet Union is pursued 
w ith  unflagging energy.”  Taub­
man observes. He is so. im ­
pressed tha t he concludes his 
series w ith  the query: “ The
U nited States has w onderfu l 
d ive rs ity  in the arts. But must 
it be purchased at the cost of 
the artis ts ’ insecurity? Is there 
not enough ingenuity and good­
w ill in America to match the 
solid v irtues the Soviet Union 
has established in the arts 
w ithou t aping its disadvantages 
and w ithou t loss of our zest 
fo r experiments and adven­
ture?"

The "disadvantages”  Taub­
man refers to, of course, are 
lhe bureaucratic regulation, un ­
der Khrushchev as under S ta l­
in before him, of the artists ’ 
creative w ork and bureaucratic 
contro l of cu ltu re  to force it 
i n t o  po lit ica lly  determ ined 
paths.

"O n ly  a fo rtn igh t ago the 
Central Committee (o f the 
Communist P a rty ] sought to 
v indicate the composers who 
had been abused fo r vagious 
"ins in the years of S ta lin .” 
Taubman reports. “ The com­
m ittee in effect apologized to 
men like  D m itr i D. Shostako­
vich, Aram  Khatohaturian and 
lhe late Sergei S. ProkofiefT 
fo r the attacks that had been 
made on them. They had been 
held g u ilty  of ‘fo rm alism .’ 
’modernism ’ and a fa ilu re  to 
live  up to the requirements of 
’Socialist realism .’ Now. it de­
velops, they were not g u ilty  at 
a ll."

However. Taubman points 
out, “ The Central Com m ittee’s 
decree did not open the gates 
w ide to un lim ited  freedom. It 
continued to speak o f ‘short­
comings’ and ’w rong tenden-

| eies .
Yet wherever there is d ic ta ­

tion there is also resistance to 
i d ictation. Taubman reports, “ I 
heard of several painters . . . 
who were not conform ing to 
oltl Soviet patterns in the 
visual arts . . . And these ar­
tists. I was assured went un­
molested. They were not get­
ting  shows or acclaim, but they 
were allowed to w ork, and 
somehow they managed by 
priva te  sales to earn enough to 
live  on."

Despite the "disadvantages” 
Taubman urges a "soul-search­
ing" on the part of the United 
States in order not to lose "the 
competition with the Soviet 
Union."

A study of the re la tive  posi­
tions of Soviet and U.S. cu lture  
must begin w ith  an under­
standing that the progress of 
the Soviet Union reported by 
Taubman was made possible by 
the Russian Revolution of 1917 
The pro fit system was replaced 
w ith  a planned economy. This 
ooial change opened the door 

fo r a ra tiona l approach, not 
only to the production of the 
means of subsistence, but in 
education and cu ltu re  as w ell.

W ith a planned economy it 
:s possible to undertake system­
atica lly  the raising of the edu- 
'•ational and cu ltu ra l level of 
'ho entire  people. This was 
done in the Soviet Union des­
pite lhe bureaucratic despotism 
iha t trium phed in 1924-28. A l­
lhough o rig ina l creation has 
been stifled, the classics of all 
countries have at any ;ate been 
given mass circu la tion. They 
have acquired popu la rity  on a 
scale probably unriva led in 
any other country. Now the 
cu ltu ra lly  developed forces of 
lhe population are in grow ing 
rebellion against the bureau­
cratic regime and pressing’ fo r 
po litica l and cu ltu ra l freedom.

Under capita lism  ne ither the 
•ruling class or its state feels 
under any compulsion to p ro ­
vide a mass base fo r cu ltu ra l 
creation — either classical or 
new.

Furtherm ore, the “ disadvan­
tages”  cited in Taubm an’s re ­
port are not peculiar to Soviet 
culture. S ta lin  invented no th ­
ing new. The Soviet bureau­
cracy took over methods of 
d ictation to the arts, lite ra tu re  
and science from  the capitalists.

The cap ita lis t class has long 
oppressed the artists, starved 
them into conform ing to its 
notion o f what is “ good”  and 
“ bad” art. The h is to ry  of cre­
ative w ork under capita lism  is 
fu ll o f the struggle of the ar- 
lis t against the pressure of 
poverty. That is, in fact, what 
Taubman refers to when he 
asks if d ive rs ity  in  a rt must be 
purchased at the expense of 
'he “ a rtis ts ’ insecurity .”
W ITC H  H U N T IN  U.S.

In  addition, in the last ten 
or more -years, government bu­
reaucrats in the U nited States 
have made it th e ir business to 
pry in to  the po litics of the a r­
tist. Congressional committees 
have “ investigated”  his p o lit ic ­
al views and a ffilia tions. “ Loy- 
i l t y ”  has been questioned and 
many an a rtis t has found his 
name on some priva te  or gov­
ernm ent b lacklist.
,  America “ can match the solid 
v irtues the Soviet Union has 
established in the arts”  only by 
ridd ing  itse lf of the p ro fit sys­
tem. When capita lism  has been 
abolished and a planned econ­
omy won in the United States, 
"ou r zest fo r experim ent and 
adventure." like  tha t of all 
o ther peoples w ill be liberated 
fo r fu ll expression. Both free­
dom and securily for the cre­
ative artists in this country re­
quire this social change as the 
indispensible beginning.

Behind Kremlin 
Frameup System
(The fo llow ing  excerpt is from  Leon T ro tsky ’s 

summary speech to the In te rna tiona l Commission 
of In q u iry  tha l investigated the Moscow T ria ls  in 
1937. The Commission was headed by Prof. John 
Dewey. The speech was reprin ted by Pioneer Pub­
lishers in S ta lin ’s Frame-up System and the Mos­
cow Tria ls, w ith  a fo rew ord by Joseph Hansen. We 
believe that T ro tsky ’s explanation fo r the Moscow 
T ria ls  applies also fo r the fram e-up and execution 
of Nagy.— Ed.)

“ One can understand the acts of S la lin  on ly  by 
s ta rting  from  the conditions of existence of the new 
priv ileged stratum , greedy fo r power, greedy fo r 
m ateria l comforts, apprehensive fo r its  positions, 
fearing the masses, and m orta lly  hating a ll opposi­
tion.

The position of a priv ileged bureaucracy in a 
society w h ich tha t bureaucracy itse lf calls Social­
ist is not on ly contrad ictory, but also false. The 
more precip ita te  the jum p  from  the October over­
tu rn — w hich la id bare a ll social falsehood— to the 
present situation, in  w hich a caste of upstarts is 
forced to cover up its social ulcers, the cruder the 
. . . lies. I t  is, consequently, a question not s im ply 

of ind iv idua l deprav ity  of th is or that person, but 
of the corrup tion  lodged in  the position of a whole 
social group fo r whom ' ly ing  has become a v ita l 
po litica l necessity.”

• • • Blast Nagy Execution
(Continued from Pane 1)

the announcement of the sen­
tences qn)y a fte r they had been 
carried out, must cause great 
concern to socialists and com­
munists a ll over the w orld  who 
had begun to hope tha t such 
methods were a re lic  of the 
past.”

B ritish  workers in those dis­
tric ts  where the Communist 
Party has strong influence are 
voicing th e ir concern and op­
position too. By an overwhelm­
ing majority, in three shift 
meetings, about 200 miners al 
Glencraig colliery in Fife pass­
ed a strongly worded resolution 
addressed lo John Gollan. Gen­
eral Secretary of the British 
Communist Party and to the 
Hungarian Legation in London. 
They made plain their utter 
disgust al the brutal action of 
the present Hungarian govern­
ment and their solidarity with 
the Hungarian workers.

Again, B rian Pearce, an e x ­
ecutive member o f the Society 
for C u ltu ra l Relations w ith  the 
USSR, resigned from  the o r­
ganization and stated: “ The
oppression of Hungary, and the 
attack on Yugoslavia are being 
accompanied by an intensified 
d rive  against cu ltu ra l freedom 
inside the Soviet Union. I t  is 
contrary to the interests of the 
Soviet w ork ing  class tha t the ir 
friends in the west should con­
tinue to give any kind of en­
dorsement, however ind irect, to 
the claim  of the bureaucracy 
to represent them .”

K onni Z illiacus, M em ber of 
Parliam ent, deals w ith  the re­
la tion between the executions 
and the cold war. In  a le tte r to 
the Ju ly  3 Manchester G uard­
ian W eekly, he points out that 
the Soviet leaders fe lt com­
pelled to revert to a tough 
policy because they were con­
vinced that the Am erican and 
B ritish  governments do not want 
a sum m it meeting to end the 
bomb-tests and also out of fear 
"o f the strength of the popular 
demand fo r more freedom 
when granted a l it t le  . . ."

“ They, are barbaric enough to 
believe that they can suppress 
dangerous thoughts ( ‘rev is ion­
ism ’) and make the 'Socialist 
camp’ m ono lith ic  by in tim id a ­
tion  and coercion,”  says Z i l ­
liacus. “ T he ir main stock-in- 
trade is fear of the west, made 
plausible by the w ar prepara­
tions and intransigence of the 
B ritish  and Am erican govern­
ments.”
FOR P O L IT IC A L  FREEDOM

In  conclusion he declares; 
“ The lesson is obvious: We
must increase and ease up on 
pressure fo r a sum m it confer­
ence, and must add to it the 
demand fo r a B ritish  a ttitude 
and policies tha t hold out some 
hope o f reaching agreement. By 
generating a p o lit ica lly  effective 
demand fo r peace here we 
shall also help to make effective 
the demand fo r democracy and 
national and po litica l freedom 
in the countries of the ‘Social­
ist camp.' ”

In France, L iberation, a da ily 
whose v iew po in t correspond^ to 
that o f the N ational Guardian, 
protested the Budapest k illings  
but warned tha t “ the executioq

of Nagy must not be the a lib i 
for atom ic w arrio rs .”  
BUDAPEST AND ALGIERS

Claude Bourdet, ed ito r o f the 
independent socialist weekly, 
France Observateur, w rote  "One 
must then expect a shameful 
u tiliza tion  o f the crim e of 
Budapest . . . by thuse who are 
a ll-indu lgen t fo r the crimes of 
A lg iers and fo r the system that 
A lg iers w ould impose upon us." 
For this linkage of S ta lin is t 
and Fiench fascist crimes, 
France Observateur was sup­
pressed by the de G au llis t*M in - 
is try  of In fo rm ation . The week­
ly, which defends the Soviet 
Union against the co ld -w ar­
riors, played an outstanding 
role in pqb lic iz ing and docu­
m enting the w orking-class and 
pro-socialist character of the 
H ungarian revo lu tion  of 1956. 
Bourdet recalls th is in his com­
ments.

In conclusion, he warns that 
the gravest danger in France 
comes from  the fascists. U n ity  
of the le ft against th is menace 
is im perative. The crime in 
Budapest makes unity more d if­
ficult, but the CP must still bo 
considered an "integral part oi 
the left." "It is in this spirit, 
with open eyes and without 
mincing words that unity must 
be realized." says Bourdet.

. . .  Assault 
In Seattle

(Continued from Page 1)
reaction was so sharp that 
some o f those fr ie n d ly  to the 
CP leadership in the area 
sought to hush up the scandal.

A t the Pension Union two 
days later, fo r instance, Dr. 
H erbert J. Ph illips, a fte r a 
speech on “ Two Views of C iv il 
L iberties,”  said, “ The incident 
was unfortunate, very un fo r­
tunate. a m istake, and the Peo­
ple ’s W orld should issue a pub­
lic  apology . . . However, it  
would be w rong fo r the SWP 
to publicize it;  i f  they do they 
would be rendering a great dis­
service to the w ork ing  class 
and would be g iv ing  an ind ica­
tion of what I th in k  is the ir 
counter-revo lu tiona i'y character. 
O f course, I can’t prove this. 
I on ly  feel it is true that the 
SWP is counter-revo lu tionary. 
I can’t emphasize s t r o n g !  y 
enough the great danger that 
p u b lic ity  w ould create among 
ignorant w orkers."

Shock and indignation among 
members of the Communist 
Party over the return to Stal­
inist hooliganism is reported lo 
be high. The victims of the 
attack have received many ex­
pressions of sympathy from 
these sources and assurances 
that auch tactics w ill no longer 
be stomached by CP members 
after all the promises from the 
leadership about a break from 
the past.

Every Test Kills
By Linus Pauling

The Nobel prize winning 
scientist speaks out against 
the nuclear bomb tests.
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Availability Pay
There are tw o basic approaches to 

the unem ploym ent question. There is the 
approach of the cap ita lis t fo r whom p ro f­
its are the de term in ing factor. When his 
goods can no longer sell at a profit, when 
his investm ents no longer y ie ld  su ffic ient 
returns, then he lays off, and th a t’s a ll 
there is to it, as fa r as he is concerned.

Then there is the socialist approach. 
Socialists m ain ta in  tha t there can be no 
jus tifica tion  fo r unem ploym ent as long as 
there exist unsatisfied human needs that 
labor can satisfy. The r ig h t o f a ll human 
beings to engage in creative a c tiv ity , to 
produce to meet the needs of society, and 
to partake of the to ta l product to meet 
th e ir ind iv idua l needs is a basic socialist 
concept.

The r ig h t of a w orke r to his job was 
one of the basic concepts advanced in 
connection w ith  the great sit-down strikes 
of the 1930's. I t  is becoming an active 
issue again in  the cu rren t discussion on 
recession and unem ploym ent compensa­
tion.

The MESA Educator, newspaper of 
the Mechanics Educational Society of 
Am erica, A FL-C IO , raises the idea of the 
w orkers ’ r ig h t to em ploym ent in  the fo rm  
of a demand fo r fu l l  trade union wages 
fo r every one who is available fo r work. 
In  m o tiva ting  its demand the Educator 
points to the w ealth  of na tu ra l resources 
and productive capacity in  the U.S. and 
to the fact that, though m illions  of w o rk ­

ers are looking fo r jobs, th e ir labor ef­
fo rts  are not u tilized  because production 
is in surplus of "m arke t requirem ents.’’

The r ig h t of the w orker to the product 
of his labor is recognized by the Educator 
when it  says: “ Labor provides the sk ill, 
the knowledge, the manpower, w h ich 
takes the na tu ra l resources, the raw 
materia ls, applies them to the machines, 
a ll of w hich i t  too created, and turns 
them in to  the finished products . . 
When workers are unemployed “ they are 
en titled  to enjoy the benefits of the goods 
they produced w h ic h ' stock the ware­
houses. . I t  is the cap ita lis t who owns 
th is w ea lth  of products, and the cost of 
unem ploym ent insurance should ce rta in ly  
be la id  at his door. To im plem ent its 
demand fo r fu l l  pay when unemployed, 
M ESA proposes an em ployer payro ll tax 
of 5% w hich i t  estimates w i l l  more than 
suffice to cover a 100% unem ploym ent 
compensation.

Socialists w i l l  ce rta in ly  agree w ith  
the Educator when i t  says in  conclusion: 
“ We believe tha t workers who are un­
employed though available fo r w o rk  are 
also en titled  to continued income jus t as 
though th e ir w ork was needed. This is 
our program. There can be no compromise 
— noth ing le$s. F u ll pay fo r a va ila b ility  
is not something to ask fo r as a conces­
sion, i t  is something tha t workers are 
en titled  to — i t  is th e ir r igh t. I t  is about 
tim e it  became th e ir  demand.”

Second Thoughts on Lebanon
The danger of w ar in Lebanon 

has tem pora rily  receded w ith  the Ju ly  3 
report of the U nited Nations’ team of ob­
servers. This report rejected the conten­
tion  of the Lebanese governm ent that 
massive in filtra tio n  of forces on the S yr­
ian border was the cause of the c iv il w ar 
s t ill rag ing in tha t M ideast country.

The UN report stated tha t i t  had 
been impossible to determ ine the source 
of rebel arms or w hether rebels had “ in ­
filtra te d .” Most im portan t the UN Com­
mission stated conclusively, “ There is 
l i t t le  doubt, however, tha t the vast ma­
jo r ity  was in any case composed of 
Lebanese.”

The governm ent of Cam ille  Chamoun, 
of course, was fu rious w ith  th is re jection 
of the ir a ttem pt to po rtray  a rebellion as 
an invasion. In a statement circulated 
Ju ly  8 to members of the UN S ecurity 
Council, the UN report was declared to 
be “ e ither inconclusive or m isleading or 
unw arran ted .”

The im peria lis t powers were also un­
happy about the UN report, bu t more 
restrained in th e ir c ritic ism . They had 
hoped tha t i t  w ould be enough to th rea t­
en the Lebanese rebels w ith  U.S. Marines 
anchored close by, ready fo r action. But 
the A rab revo lu tion  is too deep-going to 
be b luffed in to  acquiescence. _

This is not to say tha t the UN ob­
server team acted in opposition to deci­
sions made in the chancelleries of the 
dom inant im peria lis t powers. There was 
obvious uncerta in ty  and fear of unleash­
ing a w ar in  the M idd le  East at th is time.

Long before the UN team issued its 
report, the W all S treet Journal ed ito ria lly  
gave the same, conclusions. On June 27, 
the Journa l said, “ th o  evidence indicates 
tha t though the rebels are supported by 
Nasser, the s itua tion  is la rge ly one of in ­
te rna l revo lt . . . there is l i t t le  to indicate 
tha t he |Cham oun] represents a m a jo rity  
feeling. H is arm y fights on ly ha lf-heart­
edly. Rebel forces and leaders pass through 
governm ent lines w ith  w hat appears to 
be sem i-offic ia l sanction.”  And again, 
“ Am erican in te rven tion  w ould anger more 
people in the M idd le  East than it  would 
please.”

No easy v ic to ry  could be seen by the 
editors of the Journal. “ Does not the s it­
uation promise — at the m in im um  — in ­
vo lvem ent in  the bloody and fru s tra tin g  
business of com batting guerrillas? . . .  I f  
we became bogged down in  Lebanon, in 
a k ind  of a perm anent Korea beachhead, 
would we be able to move in  answer to 
some more real th reat to U.S. interests?”

The A rab  revo lu tion  has proved 
strong enough to successfully defy the 
threats o f the U.S. State Departm ent. 
Chamoun has already backed down on 
his stated in ten tion  to change the consti­
tu tion  to clear the road fo r another six- 
year te rm  in  office fo r h im self. A nother 
im peria lis t puppet in the A rab w orld  ap­
pears to be fa llin g  from  his seat o f power. 
The danger of w ar has not been e lim ina t­
ed, but i t  has d im inished — once more, 
thanks to the revo lu tiona ry  determ ination 
of oppressed people.

A  Bill for $210,000
Members of the In te rna tion a l B ro th ­

erhood of Teamsters should be very in ­
terested in  how th e ir union is to be 
“ democratized”  through governm ent in ­
tervention.

A  three-man panel of m onitors ap­
pointed to “ watch over”  the union affa irs 
last February hasn’t  b rought the mem­
bership a n icke l’s w o rth  of democracy. 
But i t  w i l l  cost union members some 
$232,000. Most of th is sum is to go to 
the lawyers.

Federal Judge F. D ickinson Le tts  
arranged the settlem ent of the dispute 
between 13 New York tru ck  d rive rs  and 
James R. Hoffa. The drivers  were suing 
fo r democratic procedures in  the union. 
The settlem ent gave Hoffa the presidency 
of the Teamsters, w ith  the three-man 
panel to watch him.

On Ju ly  7, Letts  iw a rd e d  three law ­
yers fo r the rank-and-file  truck  drivers  
$210,000 from  the union treasury. In  ad­
d ition , he aw arded '$5,622 to G odfrey P. 
Schm idt, one of the three, fo r out-of- 
pocket expenses; $9,997 in expenses for 
another, Thomas J. Dodd; and $1,981 fo r 
the th ird , M. J. B lum enfeld .

Schm idt had already received $7,205 
from  funds d irec tly  raised by the rank-

and-file committee. The group of 13 tru ck  
drivers  who in itia ted  the su it were 
awarded $4,700 to cover th e ir  expenses.

O f the $210,000 in  fees, Schm idt is to 
get ha lf. I t  m igh t be added that he is one 
of the three m onitors appointed by the 
court.

The Teamsters Union is one of the 
most d ic ta to ria lly  run  labor organizations 
in  the country. Three successive presi­
dents—Tobin, Beck and Hoffa—have ru led 
by goons, expulsions, receivership, b lack­
lis ting  and collusion w ith  employers and 
corrup t po litica l machines. They have a 
vast re tinue of piecards to do the ir b id ­
ding. I t  is extrem ely d if f ic u lt  to dislodge 
th is bureaucracy and re tu rn  the union to 
rank-and-file  democratic control.

However, in  the long run, th rough 
patien t organization of the membership 
around a program  of union democracy 
and m ilita n t struggle against the em ploy­
ers, the ba ttle  against the bureaucratic 
machine can be won.

The 13 Teamsters who filed suit 
against Hoffa sought a short cut in  the 
figh t in  the fo rm  of a federal court order. 
They got the court order. B u t democracy 
is s t il l fa r away. The on ly ones who gain­
ed are the lawyers.

Is United Socialist Ticket 'Middle Class7

Dr. Annette Rubinstein, former American Labor Party 
spokesman, presents draft socialist platform to United 
Independent-Socialist Electoral conference held in New  
York June 13-15.

_______________________________________________________________. _______________________ i__________

B y H a rry  R ing

The June 22 issue of the 
Worker carried a report by 
Erik Bert on the United Inde­
pendent-Socialist Electoral Con­
ference held in New York 
June 13-15. The report lays 
the basis for a new line of 
argument now being developed 
by Communist Parly leaders 
against the decision of the 
conference to enter a fu ll so­
cialist ticket in the state elec­
tion.

A t the conference, CP spokes­
men were against nom inating 
a candidate in  opposition to 
the Democratic party  incum ­
bent, Governor H arrim an. They 
argued tha t to buck H arrim an 
w ould mean isolation from  the 
labor movement w hich is ex­
pected to endorse him . As an 
a lternative, they suggested lim ­
itin g  the tic k e t t6 a single 
candidate fo r an office other 
than governor. This approach 
was rejected by the overw he lm ­
ing  m a jo rity  o f the conference 
delegates.
LABOR BASE

According to the W orker ac­
count o f the conference, dele­
gates actiVe in unions and other 
mass organizations supported 
the CP proposition fo r a single 
candidate w h ile  delegates w ith ­
out such ties favored a fu ll 
socialist slate.

This assertion, w h ich  has no 
basis in  fact, coincides w ith  
s im ila r allegations by various 
CP leaders. The case tha t they 
are try in g  to bu ild  is tha t the 
in itia to rs  and supporters o f the 
united ticke t movement are 
“ petty bourgeois,”  o r m iddle- 
class, socialists who fa il to

understand tha t an effective so­
cia lis t movement m ust be based 
on the labor movement and 
who therefore are w illin g  to 
w ith d ra w  in to  “ m ilita n t isola­
tio n ”  from  labor.

The need fo r the socialist 
movement to establish the 
strongest links  w ith  the w o rk ­
ing class and eventua lly  to w in  
leadership o f i t  is paramount. 
The M arx is t program is based 
squarely on the premise tha t 
the w ork ing  class, by v irtu e  of 
its decisive role in  production, 
is the on ly social force capable 
of leading hum an ity  to social­
ism.

B ut the CP leaders are

sim ply using the v ita l issue of 
socialists e s t a b l i s h i n g  firm  
w orking-class roots as a fake 
debating point. A t the confer­
ence, unionists and non-un ion­
ists were on both sides in  the 
debate. B u t even tha t is be­
side the po in t because none of 
the unionists who spoke —  
e ither pro or con — were 
speaking fo r any rea l segment 
of the labor movement. The 
p la in  fac t is tha t today the 
en tire  radical movement, and 
not least of a ll the Com m unist 
party, is la rge ly isolated from  
the labor movement in  terms of 
exercising any sign ificant in ­
fluence as socialists.

An Old-Timer Gets Back Home
B y  E d  A tw o o d

He had been a member of 
the Knights of Labor, the So­
cialist Party, and the Industrial 
Workers of the World: he had 
personally known Gene Debs, 
Bill Haywood, and T. P. O'Con­
nor; he had been friends with  
Chicago Anarchists just after 
the Haymarket executions —  
he had been around.

Tom Mooney, Sacco and Van- 
zetti, the H aym arket m artyrs— 
a ll the h is to ry-m aking  labor 
struggles tha t occurred around 
the tu rn  o f the century were 
fresh in his m ind.

T ha t’s w hy everyone paid 
close a ttention when Paul Den- 
nie spoke a t the F riday N igh t 
Socialist Forum  in D e tro it the 
other n ight. He brought to life  
fo r us the early days o f the 
socialist and labor movement 
—  the days o f his youth. We 
had gathered to help Celebrate 
his 83rd b irthday.

Seventy years ago Paul jo in ­
ed his firs t union, the K nights 
of Labor, as an apprentice 
candy m aker in  Chicago. He 
was 13 years old. Later, caught 
up in the early im peria l de­
signs of U. S. capitalism , Paul 
served in the armed forces d u r­
ing the SpaniSh-American War. 
He came back a confirm ed so­
cialist.

For a w h ile  he lived  in  Geor­
gia — “ Just as bad then as it  
is now ,”  he said. He ran fo r 
governor o f Georgia on the So­
c ia lis t ticke t in  1913. “ They 
kept pu tting  me in  ja il, so I 
fin a lly  had to leave,”  he re ­
calls.

Dennie doesn’t  th in k  much 
of our present-day labor lead­
ers especially in comparing them 
w ith  the giants o f the past. 
However, he gave due cred it 
to the few who survived w ith ­
out cap itu la ting  to the cap ita l­
ist class. “ Am ong the greatest 
of these was m y close friend 
M atthew  Sm ith o f the Me­
chanics Educational Society of 
Am erica," he said. “ H is un­
tim e ly  death, just a few months 
ago. was an irreparable loss to 
the labor m ovem ent."

A bou t W alte r Reuther. Paul 
could on ly  say, “ . . . he has 
been cussed and discussed 
p len ty around D etro it, so I 
won’t  waste any breath on 
h im .”

As an o ld -tim er, Dennie con­
cluded his rem arks w ith  an ap­
peal to youth. “ A fte r looking 
on as a spectator and frequent 
partic ipant in the class struggle 
fo r 70 years,”  he said, “ I trus t 
you young people, here assem­
bled, w il l  pledge yourselves 
anew to carry on the fight. The 
class struggle is s ti l l  w ith  us, 
and is de fin ite ly  g row ing more 
severe. Socialism is s ti l l  the 
only answer, bu t i t  w on’t  come 
easy.”

The secret o f Paul’s you th fu l 
outlook and energy lies, he 
says, in  his a b ility  to “ recog­
nize mistakes and correct e r­
rors whenever they occur.”  
D u ring  the question and dis­
cussion period fo llo w in g  his 
ta lk  Dennie, who recently jo in ­
ed the Socialist W orkers Party , 
gave an example o f w ha t he 
meant.

“ I  haven’t  said much about

the last few  years o f m y po­
lit ic a l a c tiv ity ,”  he began, “ be­
cause I was one of those so­
cialists who got trapped in the 
Democratic Party. They to ld  us 
we could in jec t socialist ideas, 
fight fo r socialist goals, and 
defend the class struggle from  
inside the Democratic organi­
zation. For a w h ile  i t  seemed 
like  i t  m igh t w ork. We got 
social security, unem ploym ent 
compensation, and a few Other 
reforms. But soon I realized 
that whenever any t iu ly  social­
ist ideas were raised we were 
bu tting  our heads against a 
stone w a ll. This was a cap ita l­
is t pa rty  and socialists were 
welcome to get ou t the vote, 
knock on doors, and raise 
money, but when it came to 
m aking po licy —  we d id n 't 
ex is t.”

“ I learned a lesson,”  he con­
cluded, "and began looking 
around fo r a socialist group 
tha t had the revo lu tiona ry  
s p ir it of the old Socialist Party 
o f Gene Debs’ day. I found this 
sm all group of young people 
and realized tha t 1 belonged 
here. They w ant to b u ild  a 
revo lu tiona ry  w o r k i n g  class 
party, and they have the sp ir it 
and the energy to do it . ”  W ith  
obvious signs o f the emotion 
w hich produced a s ligh t trem or 
in  his voice, Dennie added, “ I t  
was like  coming back home. 
. . . and . . . they took me 
back.”

It's a grand thing when an 
old-timer like Paul Dennie 
comes back to the socialist 
movement.

SP-SDF Assails United 
Ticket as Totalitarian'

The projected united inde­
pendent-socialist ticket in New  
York has been denounced as 
"phony" by the Socialist Party- 
Social Democratic Federation. 
According to a statement by 
SP-SDF national secretary Irv ­
ing Suall, the united ticket 
movement is "a coalition of 
persons whose only common 
political denominator is admir­
ation for the Soviet regime."

He states his organization 
“ cannot and w il l  not”  support a 
united tic ke t which sees the 
people of the Soviet bloc coun­
tries as “ engaged in bu ild ing  a 
socialist order.”  He explains 
tha t his organization views the 
Soviet sphere as “ not ‘socialist’ 
but ra ther a new and bruta l 
form  of to ta lita r ia n  class so­
cie ty.”

S ua ll’s claimed concern about 
the lack o f socialist m o ra lity  
on the pa rt o f the supporters 
of the un ited ticke t is no t en­
hanced by his assertion tha t 
its common bond .is “ adm ira tion 
fo r the Soviet regim e.”  He 
ought to be perfectly  aware 
tha t the supporters o f the 
movement includes the Social­
ist W orkers P arty  and many 
others who condemn K hrush ­
chev’s crimes (such as N agy’s 
execution) although they are 
partisans of planned economy.

S ua ll’s real concern is w ith  
the refusal o f the united ticke t 
movem ent to accept the SP-

SDF concept th a t “ a new  and 
b ru ta l form  of to ta lita rian  class 
society" exists in  the Soviet 
sphere. H is concern on this 
question is no t s im p ly  o f a 
theoretica l nature. He is against 
the un ited ticke t because i t  
opposes W all S treet’s cold w ar 
against the Soviet o rb it —  a 
cold w ar tha t the SP-SDF 
v igorously supports.
SP-SDF 'ON GUARD'

The un ifica tion o f the Social­
ist P arty  and Social Democratic 
Federation last year was based 
on a jo in t po litica l m em oran­
dum which declared in  part: 
“ . . . peace cannot be achieved 
by appeasement o f the Com m u­
n ist im peria lism  that threatens 
the w o rld ’s peace and freedom 
. . . the free w o rld  and its 
dem ocratically established m i l i ­
ta ry  agencies must be constant­
ly  on guard against the m ilita ry  
d rive  of the Com m unist d ic ­
tators.”

The united socialist ticke t 
m ovem ent was also attacked in 
a public statement by the na­
tiona l vice chairm an o f the 
SP-SDF, D arling ton  Hoopes. He 
charged tha t w h ile  the united 
ticke t movement recognizes the 
need fo r a socialist a lte rna tive  
to the cap ita lis t politic ians, i t  
“ fa ils  to recognize tha t such 
an a lte rna tive  must be ‘demo­
cra tic ’ i f  it  is to be Socialist.”

Hoopes here fo rgo t to men-

tio n  tha t the SP-SDF is not in 
favo r o f presenting a socialist 
a lte rna tive  to the cap ita lis t p o l­
itic ians, w hether i t  be “ demo­
cra tic ”  o r otherwise. The only 
"democratic" alternative that 
now interests the SP-SDF is 
the Democratic parly. A t the 
lime of the fusion the SP sur­
rendered its past tradition of 
running candidates against the 
Capitalist parties and agreed 
with the SDF that the fused 
organization would not enter 
candidates against "labor en­
dorsed" capitalist politicians.

This po licy was carried a 
step fu rth e r at the recent con­
vention of the SP-SDF in  De­
tro it. A  resolution was adopted 
w hich now perm its “ ind iv idua l 
members to support candidates 
who have been endorsed by 
libe ra l and labor groups.”

S ua ll’s statement p r o u d l y  
notes tha t the SP-SDF is “ the 
on ly Am erican a ffilia te ”  of the 
Second In te rna tiona l, and as 
such cannot be part of any 
movement w h ich  includes those 
who “ condone”  crimes against 
the workers. Apart from the 
slander against the united so­
cialist ticket sponsors, the state­
ment would be more impress­
ive if the SP-SDF would show 
some of the same vigorous op­
position to its French "com­
rades" of the Second Interna­
tional who helped the totali­
tarian, de Gaulle, to power.

The real issue under debate 
was this: Should socialists try  
to end th e ir isolation from  the 
masses by concealing the ir 
id e n tity  as socialists and there­
by 1 becoming “ acceptable” ? Or 
should they find the w ay to 
break through th e ir isolation 
as socialists by w inn ing  w o rk ­
er support fo r th e ir cause? The 
conference m a jo rity  favored the 
la tte r course. The fact th a t the 
m a jo rity  delegates were ser­
iously determ ined to find a 
bridge to the rank and file  of 
labor was demonstrated not by 
the num ber of union books 
waved in the air, bu t by the 
po litica l content o f the p la t­
form  they adopted.

In  addition to spelling out 
im m ediate and long-range so­
c ia lis t aims, the p la tfo rm  de­
clares: “ Labor can w in  recog­
n ition  o f its r ig h tfu l place in 
the life  o f Am erica on ly  i f  it  
rejects company unionism  in 
the field o f po litics and begins 
organizing in  th is field. W hat 
is needed is a pow erfu l party 
of labor whose concern extends 
to the w ork ing  farmers, the 
Negro people and small business 
men.”

I t  fu rth e r declares tha t it 
“ welcomes every development 
which brings labor into the po­
lit ica l arena in collis ion w ith  
the entrenched po litica l m a­
chines . . . the solutions to 
the grave problems facing the 
Am erican people w il l  not come 
as a g if t  from  w ell-m eaning 
libera ls; such solutions can be 
won on ly  through g igantic 
struggles invo lv ing  labor, the 
Negro people and other m i­
n o rity  groups. Through such 
struggles, waged on both the 
economic and po litica l fron t, 
the Am erican people w il l  re ­
place the p ro fit system w ith  a 
cla im ed society.”
PROGRAM D EC IS IVE

I t  is such concepts as these 
tha t gives the united ticke t 
m o v e m e n t  a w orking-class 
stamp. The real test of whether 
a movement is w orking-class 
or m iddle-class in its approach 
and perspective is not only 
w hether it has or seeks to es­
tablish a w orking-class base. 
The decisive factor «is w hether 
such a base is combined w ith  
a program o f class-struggle in - . 
stead of a program  o f class- 
collaboration.

For example, the o ffic ia l 
leaders o f the labor movement 
ce rta in ly  have a mass w ork ing  
class base and are deeply con­
cerned w ith  m a in ta in ing  that 
base. B u t despite this, the ir 
social and po litica l outlook and 
program is correctly defined by 
M arxists as m idd le  class.

This characterization is based 
on the fac t that the labor 
offic ia ldom  is saturated w ith  a 
conservative, m iddle-class ide­
ology. The essence of this ide­
ology is the re jec tion  of any 
concept of separate and m u ­
tu a lly  antagonistic interests be­
tween w orke r and capita list. 
Proceeding from  the illus ion  of 
an id e n tity  o f class interests, 
the union bureaucrats confine 
themselves to seeking reform s 
by means o f class collabora­
tion. They v igorously oppose 
class-struggle policies.

A  recent, s tr ik in g  illu s tra tio n

W orker» Educational Center, Gains­
borough Bldg., 295 H untington Ave. 

B U F FA LO '
M ilita n t Forum , 631 M ain St. 

C HICA G O
Socialist W orkers  P a rty , 777 W . 

Adams, D E  2-9736.
C L E V E L A N D

Socialist W orkers P arty  19609 Su­
perior Ave., Room 301, S W  1-1816. 
Open Friday nights 7 to 9.

D E T R O IT
Eugene V . Debs H all, 3737 W ood­

ward.
LOS A NG ELES

Forum  H all and Modern Book Shop, 
1702 E. 4th  St. AN  9-4953  or A N  3- 
1533. Book Shop open Mon. 7 -9  P .M .; 
W ed. 8-10  P .M .; Sat. 12-5 P .M . 

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS
Socialist W orkers P a rty , 322 H an­

o i the m iddle-class m e n ta lity  
o f labor offic ia ls is the J u ly  7 
statem ent by Guy B row n, head 
o f the Brotherhood o f Locomo­
tive  Engineers, in  opposition to 
the Teamsters U nion proposal 
fo r u n ity  o f a ll transport 
unions. B row n asserted: “ I
firm ly  believe tha t i f  th is  p lan 
. . . is adopted, the organization 
m ight become so pow erfu l th a t 
i t  could resu lt in  the destruc- 
tion  o f the nation .”
REUTHER'S O UTLO OK

The top union leaders re ject 
any idea of bu ild ing  the po­
lit ica l strength of labor in  op­
position to tha t o f the cap ita l­
ists. They rem ain com m itted to  
support o f the Dem ocratic 
party  and w o rk  w ith in  i t  to  
secure “ a greater voice”  fo r  
labor — tha t is to establish a 
m o r e  equitable re la tionsh ip  
w ith  the capita lists who ow n 
and contro l the party. W alte r 
Reuther who proclaim s there is 
no class struggle in  Am erica  
sees his ro le in  the D em ocratic 
party  as evo lv ing  from  a ve ry  
ju n io r partner to an equal w ith  
Big Businessmen in the p a rty ’s 
councils.

S tripped o f class - struggle 
phrases, the C om m unist p a rty  
program of b u ild ing  a “ people’s 
an ti - monopoly coa lition ”  by  
w ork ing  w ith in  the Democratic 
party  is basically the same as 
the program  o f the A F L -C IG  
high command. In  terms o f rea l 
politics, a coa lition w ith  a sec­
tion  of the cap ita lis t class w ith ­
in a party  irrevocab ly com­
m itted  to capita lism  can bp 
achieved on ly by class collab­
oration —  tha t is, by subordi­
nating the interests o f the  
workers to those o f B ig  B us i­
ness.

The efforts o f Com m unist 
party leaders to depict the  
un ited socialist ticke t move­
ment as “ petty bourgeois”  has 
a certa in iron ic  tw is t in  th a t 
they espouse w hat is the h a ll­
m ark of a m iddle-class o u t­
look — namely, the po litics o | 
class collaboration.

H IT  JOBLESS P A Y

A group of Washington, D.C.
employers have filed su it in  
Federal C ourt to stop paym ent 

I of unem ploym ent benefits be­
yond a 26-week period. In  
seeking an in junction  to stop 
extended payments to the jo b ­
less, the employers charge they 
are being subject to h igher 
taxes w ith o u t “ due process of. 
law .”

Calendar 
Of Euents

TW IN  C IT IES

“ W hy the H -bom b Tests 
Should Be Stopped Now.”  A  
panel discussion. Wed., J u ly  2 ^  
8 P.M. Andrew s Hotel, Rni. 
M-3, Mpls. Speakers: V iena
Hendrickson, Jean B radford, 
James Doran and A1 Eiden. 
Ausp.: T w in  C ities Labor For* 
um.

6 P .M . daily  except Sundays.
N E W A R K

N ew ark Labor Forum , Box M t i  
New ark, N. J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
. M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 U alvor*  
sity Place, A L  6-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, CadlL 

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M ilita n t Labor Forum  and Cam« 

paign H dqtra. S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e r*  
P a rty , 1303 W . G irard  A va.

SAN FRANCISCO
Tha M ilita n t. 1145 P olk  S t„  Rm . < ,

Sat. I I A  M. to 3 P.M . Phone: PR t ,  
7296; i f  no answer. V A  4-2321, 

S E A T T L E
655 M ain S l , M U  2-7139. L ib ra ry , 

bookstore. Classes every F rid ay  o w ­
ning at 8 P .M . Open Houaa following
at 10:30 P .M .

ST. LO U IS
For In form ation phono M O  4 -T 1 9 ^

BOSTON nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open aooa ta

“The Meaning 
of De Gaulle”

W hat does the G eneral’s rise to pow er portend 
fo r France? W hy did the cap ita lis t defenders of 
democracy and the Com m unist pa rty  leadership 
both fa il to meet the challenge? Does Am erica  
share in  g u ilt fo r the ominous trend?

Read the illu m in a tin g  answers offered by 
M arx is t analysis in  the summer issue of the In te r­
nationa l Socialist Review. On newsstands, or send 
50 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 U n iv e rs i ty  P la ce  N e w  Y o r k  3, N . Y .

Urges S ocia lis t Cam paign



The Negro Struggle

T H E  W A L L  B E T W E E N . B y  A n n e  B ra d e n .
N e w  Y o rk . M o n th ly  R e ie w  Press.
306 pages. $5.00.

The w h ite  South is not a solid fron t 
of racial supremacy. There are m ilita n t 
fighters fo r Negro righ ts and courageous 
supporters of racial in tegra tion  to be 
found in a ll sections of Southern w h ite  
society. Carl and Anne Braden are among 
these fighters. Anne Braden was born and 
raised .in  a w ell-to-do Alabam a fa m ily  
and was schooled in  trad itiona l Southern 
rac ia l prejudices. By late teen age, how­
ever, she opposed a ll racial inequa lity  and 
soon became active in  the desegregation 
movement.

Carl Braden came from  a w ork ing  
class fa m ily  in Lou isv ille , K entucky. H is 
fa the r was a trade un ion ist and a strong 
supporter of the great socialist leader 
Eugene V. Debs. Carl h im se lf became a 
confirmed socialist at an early age. He 
earned his liv in g  as a newspaper reporter, 
editor, copy reader; became active in  the 
trade union movement when he was 21 
and has partic ipated throughout his adu lt 
life  in  various movements against racial 
inequa lity .

The Bradens came to know  A ndrew  
Wade and his fa m ily  in tim a te ly  when, .in 
M arch 1954, Wade wanted to buy a home 
in  Lou isv ille , K y., fo r his w ife  and two 
ch ildren. There being no suitable prop­
e rty  available in  the Negro d is tric t, A n ­
drew  Wade asked the Bradens to buy a 
house in a previously a ll-w h ite  area and 
then deed the property  over to the Wade 
fa m ily . This was done. A  short tim e a fter 
M r. Wade had moved his fa m ily  in to  th e ir 
new home the house was bombed and 
nearly  destroyed. In  the struggle tha t 
fo llow ed the Bradens were confronted 
w ith  the v iles t of personal slander, th rea t­
ened w ith  physical violence and legally 
charged under a state “ sedition”  law  w ith  
s tirr in g  up racial hatred in  order to over­
th row  the government. Carl Braden was

convicted o f th is  charge and sentenced to 
15 years in  the pen iten tia ry . A  Supreme 
Court decision against a ll sedition laws 
knocked out B raden’s conviction. He did 
serve many months in  prison, however, 
fo r lack of bail.

The W all Between is the story of the 
ba ttle  fought to defend Wade’s house and 
of the persecution of the Bradens fo r ac­
tive  pa rtic ipa tion  in  th is struggle. The 
book is w r itte n  autob iographica lly by 
Anne Braden. I t  is much more than a 
factua l account of the case itse lf. Mrs. 
Braden describes how A ndrew  Wade, a 
prosperous, respected, young business man 
try in g  to purchase a new house, in  the 
course of the events became a determ ined 
crusader ready to risk  his life  in the figh t 
against segregation.

Mrs. B raden’s book is fu l l  of compas­
sion and understanding. She describes 
w ith  the in tim acy 6f personal experience 
the social pressures bearing down upon 
both Negro and w h ite  sympathizers of 
the Wades — pressures w h ich  held too 
m any of them back from  g iv ing  active 
support to the fight.

The W a ll Between does not pretend 
to offer a fina l solution to the problem  of 
rac ia l inequa lity . I t  is a fascinating and 
b e a u tifu lly  w ritte n  account of one strug­
gle and an analysis of the social forces 
underly ing  tha t struggle. The author is 
f irm ly  opposed to the theory of “ grad­
ualism ,”  and her book is a recommenda­
tion  fo r d irect and m ilita n t action. She 
understands the Negro struggle as being 
more than a figh t by a persecuted m inor­
ity  fo r justice. She sees the cancer of 
w h ite  supremacy in fec ting  a ll of society, 
m o ra lly  destroying its members, and she 
holds tha t none can be free w h ile  in ­
equa lity  and segregation exist.

The book should be read not on ly fo r 
its account of the struggle fo r integrated 
housing in Lou isv ille  bu t fo r an ins ight 
in to  the th in k in g  and emotions on the 
race question in  the South.

'Mike Isn't His Child'
Los Angeles, Ju ly  9 —  The face of 

capita lism  appeared tw ice in  s im ila r stor­
ies in local papers here last week.

Tw,o g irls, 13-year-old G ig i H i l l  and 
her 16-year-old sister, Sandra, th rew  th e ir 
p ro tective  love around th e ir 20-month-old 
brother, M ike, and ran off w ith  h im  when 
th e ir  parents threatened to g ive h im  away 
fo r adoption.

They had trudged 30 m iles through 
the Verdugo m ountains before being 
found by police.

There is a struggle fo r existence in 
the H il l  home where the parents live  w ith  
e ight of th e ir  ten ch ild ren in  a two-room  
house.

The fa ther had been released recently 
from  San Q uentin, then worked as a car­
penter and pa in ter but had been out of 
w o rk  fo r three weeks. Food and money 
were almost gone.

Looking fo r w ork, L y le  H il l  faced 
prejudices as an “ ex-con.”  He h im se lf 
was g u ilty  of the pre jud ice fostered by 
capita lism  tha t ch ild ren  belong on ly  to 
th e ir  na tu ra l, “ leg itim a te ”  parents.

“ For some tim e now,”  Sandra to ld the 
police, “ Dad has been ye lling  tha t he 
doesn’t w ant M ike. You see, M ike  isn ’t  his 
ch ild .”

Upon th e ir being re turned home. H il l  
to ld  his ch ild ren, “ M ike  is here to stay.”

The H ills  are denied county assistance 
because they haven’t been in  the state 
’long enough. M eanwhile, they eat in 
sh ifts  in  th e ir t in y  house, so cramped 
there are on ly three beds fo r a ll ten of 
them.

The second story last week was about 
a young couple who abandoned th e ir six 
sm all ch ild ren, because “ We can’t  stand 
seeing the kids go hungry  any longer. . .”

“ W e’ve decided to leave them and 
try  to find a job  so . we can take care of 
them righ t. . .

“ Please call police to p ick them up, 
and te ll the kids we love them and we’l l  
be back as soon as we can get a place to 
liv e  and w o rk .”

This was the note le ft by O llen and 
Joy Love ll in  the k itchen of the ir lit t le  
house. Then, w h ile  th e ir s ix children 
slept, they left.

The next m orning, the oldest, eight, 
w en t nex t door to the landlady, carry ing  
the youngest, five months old.

The fa m ily  had lived in the cottage 
since January, the landlady said, and the 
fa the r had been out of work.

“ They were broke a ll the tim e ," she 
said, “ She seemed to be doing her best to 
take care of the ch ild ren but i t  m ust have 
been hard. They seemed to th in k  a lo t of 
the kids.”

Letters from Our Readers
Working 
In a Hospital
E d ito r:

The recession is getting 
worse, and many people are 
unemployed. Those who s ti l l  
have jobs are lucky  and the 
bosses le t them know  i t  a ll the 
tim e. When jobs were easier 
fo r  the w orkers to get, they 
w ere treated w ith  some kind  
o f decency, bu t now the bosses 
can get away w ith  anyth ing. 
This is especially true  in  hos­
p ita ls  where services are con­
sidered essential and where 
w a lk in g  o ff the job  is consid­
ered “ crue l”  to the patients.

The hospital problem is com­
plicated by the fact i t  has to 
ru n  on a 24-hour, seven days a 
week basis w hich is not true  of 
o ther businesses —  and a hos­
p ita l is a business.

I f  one member o f the fa m ­
i ly  w orks in a hospital and 
therefore w orks some Sundays, 
i t  adds to fa m ily  income but 
d isrupts fa m ily  life . Unhappy 
fam ilies are common.

There is usually help on 
weekends th a t ju s t works part- 
tim e. They arc w illin g  to put 
in  extra  hours, but the em­
ployers refuse because i t  isn’t 
accounted fo r in  th e ' budget. 
The same money goes to pay 
regu la r help fo r  w o rk ing  extra

hours — maybe 10 to 11 hours 
a day —  when the employers 
find themselves desperate fo r 
help. They d is rup t fa m ily  plans 
at the last m inute. I t  m ay be 
hard fo r a m other to find a 
baby-s itte r o r she may have to 
d isappoint her ch ild ren  by not 
tak ing  them to the zoo as she 
had promised.

A t  the least she is so tired  
and w orn ou t when she fina lly  
docs make it  home th a t she 
is too irr ita te d  and crabby to 
be a good mother. A  ve ry  cour­
ageous employe or one w ith  
other sources o f income would 
protest against these cond i­
tions.

Furtherm ore, when at w ork, 
one is hard ly  able to breathe 
properly. Employes arc to ld  to 
w ork  every possible m inute. 
Most employes are ve ry  w i l l ­
ing to p u t in  the ir share of 
tim e and more. I f  a boss comes 
out and asks, “ W hat are you 
doing now?”  and an employe 
answers in a courteous way, 
“ Heating some m ilk  fo r a pa­
tien t,”  even then the supervisor 
is apt to say, “ That's no ex­
cuse, don’t ju s t stand there! 
L e t’s get on the ball now.”

One bru ta l aspect of hospital 
w o rk  is that i f  someone gets 
burned or h u rt on the job, it  
is hard to get medical trea t­
ment. A  few  weeks ago, a cook 
in  our hospita l got burned and

they paged interns and doctors 
fo r a couple o f hours before 
anyone of them had the “ tim e” 
to even give her emergency 
treatm ent — that is, they were 
too busy collecting fees from  
patients who w ould  pay fo r 
treatment.

Conditions like  th is make i t  
d iff ic u lt fo r hospital employes 
to do the ir job  r ig h t, and I 
suppose that anyone who works 
at a ll now has conditions like  
this.

I  w ould like  to w rite  an a r­
tic le  on trea tm ent of patients 
in  hospitals, but tha t is an­
other subject. This sure is one 
tha t should be covered in a so­
c ia lis t paper as i t  affects the 
common man and is one that 
he surely is interested in.

Nancy Bennett 
Milwaukee

N. Y. JOBLESS
Em ploym ent in  the m etropo l­

itan New York area fe ll 10,400 
in May from  the A p r il figure of 
5,412,000. Seasonal cutbacks in  
apparel production and fu rth e r 
lay-offs in  m achinery and metal 
industries p u t 18,600 persons 
out of w ork  offsetting a pickup 
in em ploym ent in construction, 
finances, and services. Factory 
em ploym ent was runn ing  169,- 
000 below the leve l o f corres­
ponding period last year.

‘7 alw ays dress like  th is  
d u r in g  co n tra c t negotia tions. 99

...Teamsters Union
(Continued from Page 1)

J u ly  8 New Y ork  Times, the 
Teamsters have m utua l assis­
tance pacts in  force w ith  m ajor 
A FL-C IO  affilia tes inc lud ing 
the Retail C lerks, U nited B rew ­
ery W orkers, Office Employes 
Union, Amalgamated Meat C u t­
ters, Machinists, Carpenters, 
Laundry Workers, Bakers, apd 
Operating Engineers, In  add i­
tion, the IB T  has a m utua l aid 
pact w ith  the West Coast 
Warehousemen, who belong to 
the ILW U .
W IL L  STICK

The A F L - C I O  Executive 
Council is expected to take ac­
tion  on the transport un ity  pro­
posal at a meeting next month. 
The existence o f the many 
Teamster pacts w il l  make it 
d iff ic u lt fo r the  A FL-C IO  to 
take any effective action against 
the u n ity  conference. Reporting 
from  a source inside the A F L - 
CIO, the Ju ly  7 W all Street 
Journa l says, “ . . . M r. H all 
IS IU I and Mr. Curran INMU1 
are believed to be ready to 
stick by the new a lliance”  even 
i f  the A FL-C IO  proh ib its  at­
tendance at the transport con­
ference meeting.

The IB T  is now the largest 
union in the country w ith  1.5 
m illio n  members. Much o f its 
present strength was b u ilt

Chicago Forum 
Discusses City 
Housing Needs

B y  D o ro th y  M a c k
CHICAGO. June 26 —  Fail­

ure of the government and pri­
vate groups to provide adequate 
housing for people with lower 
incomes was scored here to­
night by participants in the 
newly-formed Hyde Park For­
um.

In  a round-table discussion 
entitled  "Class Issues in U rban 
Renewal,”  i t  was pointed out 
tha t redevelopment plans being 
proposed fo r th is southside 
Chicago com m unity w ould d is­
place low  income groups, in ­
c luding many Negroes, and tha t 
new housing in the area, slated 
to ren t at $45 to $50 a room, 
w ould  be beyond th e ir reach.

The group approved publica­
tion  of a brochure w hich 
w ould demonstrate th a t the 
housing crisis is rooted in the 
cap ita lis t system and th a t the 
fundam ental so lution of fhe 
problem  demands a basic so­
cial change.

The Hyde Park Forum  was 
established by socialists o f va r­
ious v iew poin ts to provide a 
p la tfo rm  in the area fo r dis­
cussion o f socialist ideas on lo ­
cal, nationa l and in ternationa l 
issues. The firs t discussion was 
opened by Rev. W illiam  Baird, 
of Essex C om m unity  Church, 
who reviewed the housing 
plans fo r Hyde Park which he 
said has been dominated m ain ly  
by large institu tions such as 
the U n ive rs ity  of Chicago and 
tha t l it t le  concern has been 
shown fo r those who need new 
housing the most — the Negro 
and w h ite  w ork ing  class fa m i­
lies.

The Hyde Park Renewal 
Plan, now before the City 
Council, has been sharply cri­
ticized by the A FL-C IO  and the 
NAACP. They have called for 
inclusion of at least 500 units 
of public housing. The NAACP  
has also demanded that none of 
the residents of the area be 
relocated in other overcrowded, 
segregated neighborhoods.

through ju risd ic tiona l raids on 
other unions. B u t as a defense 
against governm ent prosecution 
fo r corrup tion  and against ex­
pulsion from  the AFL-C IO , the 
Teamsters have promised what 
is in effect a reversal of the ir 
past cannibal practices.

The new policy as staled by 
Hoffa in the June issue of In ­
ternational Teamster is: ", , . 
cooperation with other unions 
. . . organization of the unor­
ganized . . . and improvement 
of wages and conditions of life 
for workers.”

W hatever Hoffa’s personal 
motives are in launching the 
u n ity  move, i t  holds out great 
possibilities fo r the Am erican 
w ork ing  class. A n  agreement 
w hich seeks to pool the strength 
o f the organized w orkers in 
the transporta tion industry, set­
tle  outstanding ju risd ic tiona l 
disputes and organize the un­
organized could create a fo rm ­
idable weapon fo r  the entire 
labor movement.

This is attested to by the re ­
m arks of G uy L. Brown, re ­
actionary head o f the B ro the r­
hood o f Locom otive Engineers, 
who explained his refusal to 
partic ipate  in the u n ity  con­
ference w ith  the statement that 
“ I w ou ld  fear fo r a combina­
tion  o f tha t k ind . . . the o r­
ganization m igh t become so 
pow erfu l tha t it could resu lt in  
the destruction of the nation.”  

The possib ilities fo r new 
union advances do not reside 
so much w ith  the bureaucratic 
offic ia ls of the various unions 
partic ipa ting  in the projected 
conference as in the enthusiasm 
the u n ity  undoubtedly w il l  
create in  the ranks. Once in­
spired by the prospects that 
united action opens up. the 
membership w ill pressure the 
lops for a sustained militant 
course both in contract nego­
tiations and in organizing the 
unorganized. And they will 
pressure for a greater voice —  
for more democracy —  in 
shaping the policy of the united 
transport conference.

The new Teamsters po licy of 
cooperation ra ther than ju r is ­
d ictional w arfare and raids has 
already born f ru it  in  the settle» 
m ent of a 22-day West Coast 
Safeway s trike  w hich saw the 
Teamsters endorsing the fight 
o f the Meat Cutters and Retail 
Clerks.
H A W A II S O LID A R ITY

S im ila rly , the recent Ha­
waiian sugar-w orker s trike  con­
ducted by the IL W U  was un­
doubtedly speeded to v ic to ry  by 
the so lida rity  shown by IB T  
Local 996 in H onolulu which 
gave financial as w e ll as moral 
aid.

In the San Francisco Bay 
Area, where ILW U  Local 6 
(Warehouse) and the Teamsters 
have long battled over ju r is ­
diction, Joseph D illon  of the 
IB T  and Louis G o ldb la tt o f the 
Warehousemen have issued a 
jo in t press release stating that 
the tw o unions see “ eye to 
eye”  on union demands.

Again, a recent national 
M ontgom ery Ward settlement 
was obtained through jo in t e f­
forts of the Teamsters and Re­
ta il C lerk unions.

F ina lly , an “ Agreem ent on 
Jurisd ic tion  and Cooperation in 
the Autom otive  In d u s try ”  sign­
ed by the IB T  and the In te r­
national Association o f Ma­
chinists holds promise of o r­
ganizing 750,000 garage, auto 
repa ir shop and fillin g  station 
employes.

These examples argue well 
for what the projected trans­
portation c o n f e r e n c e  can 
achieve.

NAACP Mass Meeting 
Protests Racist Attack

A  m ass m e e tin g  sponsored  b y  th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  b ra n c h  o f th e  N A A C P , J u n e  26, 
p ro te s te d  th e  ra c is t assau lt a t a M e m o r ia l D a y  o u t in g  in  F o rre s t P a rk , Pa. a n d  de ­
m a n d e d  p ro s e c u tio n  o f p o lic e  w h o  g re e te d  re tu rn in g  p ic n ic k e rs  —  th e  v ic t im s  o f 
assault — w ith  sw inging n ig h t-*  
sticks.

Mr. Robert D illa rd , adu lt spon­
sor of the 28-member Delta Phi 
Tau sorority  tha t ran the p ic­
nic, reported the attack. The 
sorority  decided to do some­
th ing  “ d iffe ren t”  at this year’s 
annual outing, he explained.
W ith  the in ten tion  of raising 
money fo r a scholarship pro­
gram, they m et the requ ire ­
ments o f buying at least 300 
ra ilroad  tickets and $50 w orth  
of tickets fo r amusements at 
Forrest Park. Everyone looked 
fo rw ard  to the big event and 
when M em oria l Day fin a lly  a r­
rived, the sorority  girls, the ir 
fam ilies and friends were ready 
to board the tra in  at 10:15 AM .
They arrived at the park at 
11 AM , 372 strong. Some also 
went by car.
TENSIO N MOUNTS

When the party  a rrived at 
the picnic section to w hich they 
were assigned, they found the 
area bared to the sun and some 
of the grass two feet high. Mr.
D illa rd  protested to the Park 
authorities who to ld  h im  to 
p ick w hatever space was un ­
occupied. A fte r settling down 
in new areas, the picnickers 
found themselves subjected to 
the stares of the w h ite  inhab i­
tants. From tha t po in t on a 
steady tension began to mount.

The firs t incident occurred at 
2:30 PM. A  w h ite  boy was 
shooting off blanks. From 15 
to 25 of his companions jum ped 
on a Negro boy “ fo r m aking 
rem arks" about it.

Mr. Dillard then demanded 
protection from the Park. Two

guards were on duty. Protec­
tion was promised; but at the 
same time Dillard was told that 
he and his group had better 
leave.

A t the dance pav illion , a 
w h ite  boy asked a Negro g ir l 
to dance. She accepted. A 
Negro boy asked a w h ite  g ir l 
to dance. He was attacked.

Baseball bats, knives, beer 
bottles, tree branches and p ic­
nic utensils were employed by 
the w h ite  attackers. Back-stabs, 
head in ju ries , bruises, a nine- 
year-o ld th row n  in a creek, 
forced the picnickers to retreat. 
I t  took them three hours to 
get back to the tra in . They 
were under attack all the way. 
B ut the tra in  proved poor 
refuge. A ll 40 w indows were 
smashed w ith  rocks and bot­
tles. Some tr ied  to gain pro­
tection by squeezing in to  the 
baggage racks.

A t 7:25 PM the State Police 
received a call (which the Park 
guards cla im  they made at 2:30 
PM). They jo ined the ne ighbor­
hood Chalfont police at the 
scene o f the r io t —  a fte r the 
rio ting  was over.
TREATED AS RIOTERS

D uring  the ride back, the 
sorority  excursioners were g iv ­
en strange treatm ent. Reinforce­
ments of ra ilroad police “ guard­
ed”  them. A t Lansdale, Pa., r io t 
guns were tra ined on them 
w h ile  more ra ilroad police 
boarded the cars. This treat­
ment was climaxed when, tired, 
battered and bloody, they ar­
rived in North Philadelphia 
station. Some 75 cops greeted

...London Dockers
fContinued from Page 1) 

leading m ilitan ts  at Sm lthfle ld 
have been denounced as “ ag i­
ta tors”  before the commission 
and in the To ry  press.

Two im portant lessons should 
be draw n from  the experience 
of th is dock strike . F irst, the 
dockers were fighting, and un­
dergoing great personal hard­
ship, fo r a basic trade union 
p rinc ip le  — the righ t not to 
scab. In  the U.S., th is s trike  
w ould have been illegal from  
firs t to last under the “ second­
ary boycott" provision of Ta ft- 
H artley.
TORY W EAKNESS

Secondly, th is s trike  exposed 
the basic weakness of the Tory 
governm ent in its attacks on 
labor. The B ritish  economy is 
precariously perched on the

th in  edge of its trade b^lapce— 
and the effects o f the U.è. de­
pression have not even begun 
to be fe lt. A  long dock strike  
w ould be disastrous, and just 
at this moment the dockers 
have subm itted a claim  fo r a 
very substantial wage increase. 
This w ould be the moment 
chosen by a real w orkers ’ lead­
ership to force the issue.

But the fighting spirit of the 
dockers and the weakness of 
the capitalists only scares these 
"leaders" more and heightens 
their sense of "responsibility" 
as labor statesmen. Fortunately, 
the dockers have shown that 
they can carry on their own 
fights, and create their own 
leadership. British capitalism 
w ill gel more rough treatment 
from them in the coming 
months.

the Forrest Park victims as 
being the rioters.

Mr. D illa rd  said tha t the pre­
cautions on the tra in  were un­
necessary. There was no d is­
pute among the sorority  guests 
themselves. He also said that 
he fe lt the r io t was an organ­
ized anti-N egro attack by a 
group of w hite  people at the 
park, and that most of the 
rio ters were over 21 years of 
age. None of the rio ters has 
been identified.

A rm ed w ith  nightsticks the 
police proceeded to shove, 
threaten and beat members of 
the group. A  young man ap­
proached patro lm an John Pros­
ser and asked to be taken to 
the hospital. He was pushed off 
the tra in  onto the p la tfo rm  by 
that officer. M r. D illa rd  w it ­
nessed th is , and made a note of 
the policeman's badge num ber; 
th is was the signal fo r Prosser 
to assault him , in flic tin g  facial 
bruises and cuts.

D illa rd  was a r r e s t e d  on 
charges of assaulting an officer 
and resisting arrest. Prosser’s 
story was that the defendant 
in ju red  h im self when he de­
libe ra te ly  fe ll onto the officer. 
He was held under $400 bail 
fo r grand ju ry  action. The next 
m orning he was given a hear­
ing at magistrate's court. The 
officers d idn ’t remember a 
th ing, D illa rd  said.
MASS M EETIN G

On June 5 the so ro rity  held 
a mass meeting at which the 
Forrest Park C itizens’ Com­
m ittee was formed. One o f the 
first acts o f the new comm ittee 
was to send a statement to the 
Phila. D a ily  News, charging 
the paper w ith  having present­
ed a false account of the rio t. 
On June 6 the News released 
a second story re liev ing  the 
sorority of gu ilt.

Leaders of the Forrest Park 
comm ittee said, “ O ur Negro 
ch ildren must not go to Forrest 
Park on the Fourth o f Ju ly . 
T he ir lives w ill be in danger 
i f  they do !”  Action is apparent­
ly  to be confined to legal p ro ­
cedures.

M r. James Baker, counsel fo r 
the N AAC P, said his organiza­
tion w ould appeal to the state 
and federal A tto rney Generals 
and ins titu te  c iv il suit against 
the Park owners fo r fa ilin g  to 
provide protection to patrons.

Several in the audience pro­
posed that a return to the 
Park be organized with ade­
quate preparations made to de­
fend the Negroes from racist 
attack.

For Summer Reading
For those who plan to use 

pa rt of th e ir vacations fo r 
reading or study Pioneer P ub­
lishers recommends the fo l­
low ing  l is t
LITER A TU R E A ND  R EVO LU ­
T IO N . By Leon Trotzky, 256 
pp. Previouily $3.75. Now $1,98 
plus 15 cents postage.

The finest and most compre­
hensive M arx is t w o rk  on art 
yet w ritte n . T ro tsky  not only 
extends and enriches earlie r 
M a rx is t studies of lite ra tu re ; he 
deals w ith  questions h is to ry 
had not placed before them : 
the a ttitude  of the w ork ing  
class and its party  to a rt and 
artists a fte r the conquest of 
state power.

♦ •  •

UNADDRESSED LETTERS and 
ART A ND  SOCIAL L IFE . By 
G. Plekhanov. 243 pp $1.00.

This l it t le  book is valuable 
fo r its m a te ria lis t analysis of 
the role and meaning of a rt 
from  p rim itive  times to the
19th Century.

•  •  +

A N T I-D U H R IN G . By Frederick 
Engels. 546 pp. $1.35.

S tarting  out as a polemic, 
th is  w o rk  developed in to  a 
positive exposition of the d ia ­
lectic method and the socialist 
w o rld  outlook.

•  •  •

THE H ISTO RY OF A M E R I­
CAN TRO TSK YISM . By James 
P. Cannon. 268 pp. Cloth $2.75 
Paper $2.00.

The book comprises a series 
of tw elve lectures delivered in 
New York. An absorbing story 
of the struggle to bu ild  a rev ­
o lu tionary  socialist pa rty  in the 
U.S. from  the founding o f the 
Com m unist P arty  to the launch-

D IA LEC TICS OF NATURE. By 
Frederick Engels 496 pp. $1.50.

Engels expla ins the basic 
laws o f d ia lectica l thought, 
and illus tra tes the ir w orkings 
by examples from  natura l sci­
ence and mathematics.

*  *  ♦

THE E I G H T E E N T H  BRU- 
M A IR E  OF LO U IS BONA­
PARTE. By Karl Marx. Cloth 
$1.50. Paper 75 cents.

In  1852, an adventurer made 
h im self d ic ta to r o f France un­
der circumstances and in a 
manner tha t foreshadowed the 
rise of “ strong-m an”  ru le  in 
modern times. H ig h ly  pertinent 
as an aid in understanding de 
Gaulle 's rise to power in
France today.

•  » »

OUT OF THE DEPTHS. By 
Barron B. Beshoar 372 pp. 
Regular price $3.50. Special for 
this column $3.00 plus 15 cents 
postage.

The Lud low  Massacre was the 
end result o f a b itte r ly  fought 
s tr ike  of coal m iners ^gainst 
the Colorado Rockefe ller in te r­
est. I t  has become the prim e 
example of the class struggle 
in its most naked form . This 
book is a ca re fu lly  compiled 
document of every stage of the 
struggle and reads like  an ex­
c iting  novel.

*  *  *

THE JU DG M ENT OF JULIUS  
AND ETH EL ROSENBERG. By 
John Wexley. 672 pp. Original 
price $6.00. Now $3.00 plus 20 
cents postage.

An intensive, ca re fu lly  docu­
mented exam ination o f the tr ia l

of the Rosenbergs and Morton 
Sobell. O f th is  book, Prof. 
Francis D. W orm uth  the W est­
ern P o litica l Review said: “ Ob­
viously the D epartm ent of Jus­
tice cannot answer a ll c r i t i ­
cisms. B u t unless i t  answers 
M r. W exley’s, we must con­
clude, that the Rosenberg case 
is our D reyfus case, outdoing 
the firs t in  sordidness, crue lty  
and te rro r.”

♦ « •
A U TO M A TIO N  AND SOCIAL  
PROGRESS. By S. Lilley. 224 
pp. Regular price, $3.75. Spec­
ial price, $3.00 plus 15 cents 
postage.

The technical aspects are ex ­
amined in detail, and an ana ly­
sis made of its  im pact on the 
social structure.

*  *  •

K AR L LIEB K N EC H T. By Karl 
W. Mayer. 180 pp. Regular 
price S3.25. Special price, $2.75 
plus 15 centi postage.

In  the generation since the 
assassination of th is great revo­
lu tio n a ry  leader there has been 
on ly  one other biography of 
h im  w ritte n  and i t  has not been 
translated from  the German. 
This new biography in English 
w il l  f i l l  a deplorable gap in the 
bookcases o f socialist-m inded
Americans.

** « .
FOUNDATIONS OF C H R IS T I­
A N ITY . By Karl Kautsky. 400 
pp. Original price $5.50. Now 
$3.00 plus 15 cents postage.

A profound h is to rica l study
of the orig ins of C h ris tian ity . 
A M arx is t classic.

* * •
O rder the above from  Pioneer 

Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y ork  3, N.Y.

B y  M a r y  C o n w a y

The W all Between'

ing of the Socialist W orkers 
P arty  in 1938.
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