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N.Y. SOCIALISTS TO OPPOSE 2 PARTIES
Presents P la tfo rm

Dr. Annette Rubinstein reads d ra ft p la tfo rm  to U nited 
Independent-Socialist Conference, at Sunday m orning ses­
sion, June 15. N early 500 independent socialists and mem­
bers of organized socialist tendencies attended sessions of 
the three-day conference.

Auto Workers Rally 
To Defense of Union

By Frances James
JUNE 13 — In the three weeks of work without a 

contract the rank-and-file United Auto Worker members, 
as well as the secondary union leadership, have demon­
strated their solidarity and*------------------------------------------
readiness fo r m ilita n t struggle 
against the B ig Three auto 
companies.

W ith  the exp ira tion  of the 
contracts around June 1. the 
companies launched an attack 
against in -p lan t union represen­
ta tion in  grievance-handling 
procedures. In te rna tiona l union 
officers, in  line w ith  th e ir “ tu rn  
the other cheek" po licy have 
instructed w orkers to remain 
on the job  and accede to com­
pany demands. In the locals 
and plants the workers have 
swung into m ilita n t action and 
arc m oving to re inforce the ir 
in -p la n t set up.

General Motors p lan t com­
m itteem en in F lin t report in 
the June 5 Searchlight (pub­
lished by Local 659) tha t a t­
tendance at the regular Com­
m ittee Body has risen from  
10% to 90%. Chairm an o f the 
Body, Carl B ram lct, has an­
nounced (in  the same issue of 
the Searchlight) the ca lling  of 
a policy meeting to establish 
representation under a revived 
steward system.

The m ilita n t mood in the 
union ranks is reflected in the 
call fo r th is po licy meeting. 
“ As most of the old tim ers 
know, the U AW  was founded 
cn the steward system and in 
the opinion of many of these 
‘old tim ers’ this system was 
much more effective than our 
present set-up. . . . This w ill 
mean, however, that our com­
plete collective organization 
w il l  be reorganized. . . . Again, 
I request you to exp la in  the 
s ituation to the people in order 
to offset the handbills placed 
in the plant by Management 
because it  is obvious tha t M an­
agement is tak ing  .this oppor­
tu n ity  in an attem pt to bust 
our Union. I say le t 'em try  it, 
the ‘old tim ers’ d id i t  in ’37 
and by a ll tha t’s holy, wc w ill 
do i t  in '58."

According to the June 14 
Ford Facts, Ford Local 600 Tool 
and Die U n it is setting up a 
Stewards Council, and, "to  as­

sist the Committeemen and to 
insure the w orkers ’ rights, the 
Tool and Die U n it is establish­
ing a S teward fo r each fo re ­
man. Meetings w il l  be sched­
uled fo r Departm ent Stewards. 
. . . Some o f the duties o f the 
Stewards w il l  be as fo llow s: 
a) To keep members inform ed 
on union problems, b) To assist 
in  collecting dues, e) To help 
m a in ta in  a 100 per cent Union 
Shop, d) To see that regular 
departm ent meetings are held.”

These actions are a m ilita n t 
rank-and-file  im plem entation of 
proposals set fo rth  in  “ How to 
Operate a Local U nion W ithou t 
a C ontract,”  a plan d is tribu ted  
by the in te rna tiona l officers.

This plan includes sugges­
tions fo r setting up a stewards 
system, fo r choosing “ a job 
steward fo r every foreman,”  fo r 
Stewards Councils meetings to 
be held each week, fo r com­
m unication systems w ith  w o rk ­
ers inside the plants, fo r dues 
collections patrols, tow n organ­
izations, organization of the 
unemployed and re tired  mem­
bers, w eekly leaflet in fo rm a ­
tion to the union members, etc.

I t  is the k ind of union o r­
ganizational plan tha t should 
be in effect w ith  or w ithou t a 
contract. I t  is up to the rank- 
and-file m ilitan ts  in the plants 
to put th is plan in to immediate 
operation.

W ith  the exp ira tion  of the 
contract, the B ig-Three com­
panies have refused to make 
payro ll dues deductions. The 
union now has to collect dues 
d irec tly  from  its members. 
Management hopes to under­
m ine the un ion ’s financial base 
and thus weaken its a b ility  to 
figh t in contract negotiations.

The plan sent out by the top 
union officers suggests dues pa­
trols, gate checks, w earing of 
dues buttons, etc. B u t even be­
fore any patrols or checks ap­
peared, the members ra llied  to 
the defense o f the ir union and 
began paying up dues in  mass.

(Continued on Page 4)

Labors Rights Hit 
By Supreme Court

JUNE 17 — W hile the U.S. Supreme Court yesterday 
strengthened the righ t of Americans to trave l free ly in  its 
passport decision, it  tightened the noose around the neck 
of labor in  a six to three decision on the "secondary boycott" 
or "ho t cargo" issue. This decision of the Court, tigh ten ing  
the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act's interference w ith  labor’s rights, strikes 
at the so lida rity  of the w o rk ing  class. Tire Supreme C ourt 
held that only if tho boss agrees can w orkers refuse to handle 
scab goods from  a plant where fe llow -w orkers  are on strike. 
This open show of court bias in favor of the bosses is another 
m anifestation of the chive to impose governm ent control of 
the unions.

The dissenters to the m a jo rity  opinion. Justices W illiam  
O. Douglas, Earl W arren and Hugo L. B lack, d id not argue for 
the complete freedom of the workers to s trike  in support of 
the struggles of the ir brothers, but they did insist tha t unions 
had the righ t to enforce contracts that contained this righ t. 
C alling the m a jo rity  opinion "capric ious," Justice Douglas said 
it  "stra ins to ou tlaw  bargain ing contracts long accepted, 
long used."

Text of Socialist Draft Platform
PREAMBLE

Am erica, once the hope and 
insp ira tion  of the oppressed, 
has become the most feared 
and hated power on earth. 
W hile  the bu lk  of m ankind has 
turned resolute ly in  the d irec­
tion  of socialism, our country 
stands as the m ain fortress of 
reaction. The U nited Slates ap­
pears to the rest of hum anity  a 
b ris tlin g  arsenal of m ilita rism , 
its patrol planes armed w ith  
H-Bombs ready to level c iv i l i ­
zation to  the ground as it did 
H iroshim a and Nagasaki.

The responsib ility  fo r b rin g ­
ing our country in to  such d is­
repute lies w ith  the Democratic 
and Republican parties, who 
hold every top office. For the 
peace of the w orld , fo r the 
w ell-be ing of the people o f our 
land, i t  has become necessary 
as never before to challenge the 
po litica l monopoly exercised by 
the g iant banks and corpora­
tions through 'these tw o corrupt 
po litica l machines. 
B R IN K -O F-W A R

The Democratic and Repub­
lican architects of the b i-pa r­
tisan Trum an and Eisenhower 
"doctrines”  are com m itted to 
b rin k -o f-w a r policies w h i c h  
cannot fa il to invo lve  the w orld  
in catastrophic conflic t unless 
reversed. In  place of recogniz­
ing the New China, of seeking 
peace and fru it fu l trade w ith  
the Soviet-bloc countries, they 
have persisted in the testing of 
weapons o f mass ann ih ila tion  
w hich even now are destroying 
lives and sapping the health of 
present and fu tu re  generations 
through radioactive fa llou t.

The alleged aim of the “ cold 
w a r”  conducted by the State 
D epartm ent under both the 
Democratic a n d  Republican 
guidance is to safeguard democ­
racy everywhere and to “ re­
store" it  to Eastern Europe and 
China. The real aim of the cold 
w ar is to safeguard capitalism  
in the old" colonial empires and 
to restore capita lism  where it 
has been replaced by a better 
system. B u t th is aim flies in 
the face o f rea lity . The m on­
opolists cannot w in  against the 
opposition o f the m a jo rity  of

Conference Adopts 
Program Draft

We p rin t herew ith  the complete te x t of the p la t­
form  d ra ft unanim ously adopted on June 15 by the N. Y. 
State Independent P o litica l Conference fo r a U nited 
Independent-Socialist T icke t in 1958. On the afternoon of 
the opening day, June 13, the p la tfo rm  comm ittee held 
open sessions afford ing an opportun ity  fo r a ll partic ipants 
to appear w ith  proposals and to speak fo r them. On the 
final day the sponsoring comm ittee subm itted the p la t­
fo rm  d ra ft which was read to the conference by Dr. 
Annette  T. Rubinstein.

Speaking fo r the Presiding Committee, M u rry  Weiss 
then explained that the d ra ft subm itted was the product 
of months of discussion among the sponsors and should 
not be regarded as a fina l product bu t the product of an 
agreement so fa r reached. “ In  our discussions on the p la t­
fo rm  p rio r to the conference,”  Weiss said, “ we were 
guide'd by the common determ ination to a rrive  at a 
m in im um  agreement on the essential points of a social­
ist p la tfo rm . We were unable to- come to agreement, up 
to th is point, on a num ber of questions and I trus t tha t 
efforts to do so w il l  continue. For example, the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  feels tha t a necessary po in t in a m in im um  
p la tfo rm  o f socialists in  th is  election is a clear stand on 
the re la tionsh ip  of socialism and democracy. The SWP is 
in agreement w ith  the sponsors of th is conference 
in irreconcilable opposition to the an ti-Soviet w ar mongers. 
However, it  is our conviction that socialists who support 
the Soviet Union should v iew  the struggle fo r socialist 
democracy as a necessary part of the process of bu ild ing  
socialism.”

The delegates thereupon discussed the p la tfo rm  fo r 
several hours. In  unanim ously adopting the p la tfo rm , the 
conference referred it w ith  suggested amendments, re ­
wordings, etc., to the Continuations Committee.

m ankind in the w orld  of today. 
They can on ly succeed in 
p lunging us in to  a nuclear w ar 
tha t m igh t mean the extinction  
of the human race.

Democratic and Republican 
parties a like  are com m itted to 
an antiquated economic system 
for the pro fit of the few  which 
oscillates period ica lly  between 
boom and bust. One of the most 
ominous signs of the wearing 
out of capita lism  is its increas­
ing need to re ly  on wars and 
w ar preparations fo r prosperity. 
This year, despite almost two 
decades of lhe greatest a rm ­
aments budgets in  the history 
of the w orld , our country is 
once again in an economic col­
lapse that arouses memories of 
the great depression of the 
th irties.

To patch up and hold to ­
gether th is outgrown economic 
system, both the Democratic 
and Republican machines have 
burdened the w ork ing  people 
of our country w ith  an unpre­
cedented and unrelieved tax 
burden, they have plundered 
the hard-earned savings of the 
people through in fla tion; they 
have enabled and encouraged 
enormous pro fit-feed ing of B ig 
Business through government 
handouts.

They have sought to suppress 
a ll po litica l opposition and to 
render as seditious in the pub­
lic  m ind and indeed in the laws 
of the nation, the search for 
peace and a better w ay of life , 
and fo r a w orld  of brotherhood 
and equa lity  among men and 
nations.

They have sought to crush 
labor, the fa m ily  fa rm er and 
the small businessman. They 
have d riven  the scientist from  
the labora tory o f peace. They 
have impoverished and co rru p t­
ed our educational system, d r iv ­
ing fine teachers from  the class­
room and others in to  u n w illin g  
conform ity .
FOSTER J IM  CROW

They condone and foster race 
hatred, deny the Am erican 
b ir th r ig h t of freedom and 
threaten m illions  of foreign 
b irth  and the ir fam ilies through 
repressive statutes w hich are a 
restoration in our tim e of the 
in iqu itous A lien  and Sedition 
Laws w hich Thomas Jefferson 
and his fo llow ers fough t to 
destroy in the founding years 
of our republic.

As part o f the ir preparations 
fo r nuclear war, and fo r use in 
new fore ign adventures (like  
the one in Korea) they have 
sentenced present generations 
of our young manhood to u n i­
versal m ilita ry  service, b rin g ­
ing uncerta in ty and despair to 
our youth and frus tra ting  the 
normal, healthy developm ent of 
fa m ily  life.

By tra in ing  fo r violence, by 
neglect of humane endeavor, 
and by the ir e v il example in 
public life , Ihey have bred 
hopelessness a n d  c y n i c i s m  
throughout the land w hich ex­
presses itse lf most grievously in 
juven ile  delinquency and w ide ­
spread crime.

In New York State the Dem ­
ocratic adm in istra tion and G ov­
ernor H arrim an, in  collusion 
w ith  the Republican m a jo rity  
in  the State Legislature, have 
continued the reactionary p o li­
cies of the previous Republican 
adm in istra tion under Dewey. 
The Security Risk Law, a 
w itch -hun t measure in itia ted  
by Dewey, has been annually 
signed by Governor H arrim an. 
The Feinberg Law , the main 
w itch -hun t A ct against freedom 
of thought in our schools is 
s til l on the books. Under the 
Democratic adm in istra tion, big 
employers are s till recipients of 
ju ic y  w ind fa lls  through the 
m erit ra ting  system in the un­
em ploym ent insurance f u n d ;  
w h ile  callous disregard is 
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Reign of Terror Against 
Georgia Negroes Bared

High Court 
OK's R ight 
To Travel
JUNE 17—The rig h t of A m ­

erican citizens to travel free ly 
was restored by the U.S. Su­
preme C ourt yesterday in a 
five to fou r decision. The court 
acted on three cases. Rockwell 
Kent, one of A m erica ’s fore­
most artists, appealed fo r a de­
cision against Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles, who 
refused h im  a passport on the 
grounds that he was a Com­
m unist and had “ a consis­
tent and prolonged adherence 
to the Communist pa rty  line .”  
Dr. W alte r B rieh l, Los Angeles 
psychiatrist, likew ise refused to 
sign a non-Communist a ffidavit. 
Both these cases were argued 
before the Supreme Court by 
A tto rney Leonard D. Boudin 
fo r the Emergency C iv il L ib ­
erties Union.

The th ird  case was that of 
physicist Weldon Bruce Day- 
ton of New Y ork who was 
charged by the Secretary of 
State w ith  associating w ith  
“ Communist espionage agents.” 
Dayton denied the charges un­
der oath. Dulles refused to re ­
veal his secret source of in fo r­
mation and continued to refuse 
the scientist a passport.

The issuance of passports to 
these applicants is regarded 
now as a m atte r of course. In  
addition the U nited States gov­
ernm ent w il l  probably cease to 
imprison Paul Robeson w ith in  
the coun try ’s borders.

The m a jo rity  opinion of the 
high court, w ritte n  by Justice 
W illiam  O. Douglas held that 
lhe righ t to trave l is part of 
the lib e rty  guaranteed by the 
F i f t h  Amendment provision 
against depriv ing  a person of 
life , lib e rty  or property w ith ­
out due process of law.

By John Thayer 
Police in Dawson, Georgia, 

are carry ing  on a re ign of te r­
ro r against Negroes. So fa r 
they perpetrated tw o legal 
lynchings— one w ith  blackjacks, 
lhe other With guns. O ther Ne­
groes have been wounded, beat­
en, and ja iled. In  the Negro 
sections of tow n people are 
fea rfu l and observe the uno ffi­
cial 11 P.M. curfew  imposed 
upon fhem by the police. The 
police have neither been pun­
ished nor reprim anded fo r the 
two murders, as is to be ex­
pected under the Am erican 
Way of L ife  (Southern Style). 
Nor is there much like lihood 
I hat they w il l  be. The federal 
C iv il R ights Commission, set 
up under last year's watered- 
down C iv il Rights Law, is do­
ing its utmost to dodge an in ­
vestigation of Dawson.

The facts about the wave of 
anti-N egro violence in this 
town of 4,500 people, s lig h tly  
more than ha lf of whom are 
colored, were made public by 
the libera l newspaper, Wash­
ington Post and Times Herald, 
w hich having got w ind  of m a i­
lers. sent Robert E. Lee Baker, 
a reporter to the scene.
AS UNDER N A Z I RULE

The danger fo r Dawson Ne­
groes was so great that p ro ­
cedures s im ila r to those of re ­
sistance movements under to ta l­
ita rian  regimes had to he used. 
Negroes "w ere  a fra id  to be 
caught ta lk ing  to a reporter in 
the ir Dawson homes,”  w rites 
Baker. “ They set up elaborate 
plans fo r meeting at n ight, 
outside the c ity  and outside 
Terre ll County. They talked 
softly, earnestly behind tig h tly  
drawn shades. They froze at 
outside sounds. They exacted a 
promise they w ould not be

identified. They kept the ir 
num ber small because they 
feared police in form ers among 
the ir own race. They watched 
the clock and le ft the haven 
singly and at in tervals so they 
w ou ldn ’t be out a fte r an 11 
p.m. ‘curfew .’ They traveled 
predeterm ined a n d  separate 
routes to the ir homes.”

Among the stories told was 
that of the death of James 
Brazier, 31, m arried w ith  four 
ch ildren. On A p ril 20 he came 
upon the police as they were 
arresting his father. Odell B ra ­
zier. a llegedly fo r d r iv in g  w h ile  
drunk. Young B razier asked 
the police to stop beating the 
e lderly  man. When they hauled 
the fa ther off to the police 
station he drove his fa the r’s 
car home.

A witness gave the W ashing­
ton Post reporter th is account 
of how James Brazier was la te r 
arrested fo r having "in te rfe re d " 
w ith  his father's arrest: "These 
tw o policemen came up and 
grabbed James and dragged 
him  tow ard the ir car and one 
of them held a gun on h im  and 
said: 'I  ought to shoot you.’ 
They kicked h im  tw ice, once in 
the groin, and his l it t le  ten- 
year-old boy ran up and said. 
'D on 't you h it my Daddy like  
that,' and one of the officers 
h it the boy aside. James was 
s lruck on the head w ith  a gun. 
slapped across lhe face w ith  a 
gun and they shoved h im  into 
the car and slammed lhe door 
on his feet."
BEATEN A G A IN

A pparen tly  y o u n s  Brazier 
was beaten again al the police 
station. C hief of Police Howard 
L. Lee says that B razier “ buck­
ed and scuffed and they had to 
h it h im  on the head w ith  a 
b lackjack.”  A t any rate next 
m orning before the M ayor’s

Court James B razier was un­
conscious, unable to speak or 
to stand. The father was fined 
$115 and told to take his son 
home and bring h im  back fo r 
tr ia l in a week. Instead the 
fam ily  took h im  to the T erre ll 
County hospital where doctors 
to ld  them to rush h im  to the 
Medical Center in Columbus, 
Georgia, fo r im m ediate brain 
surgery. They did. B u t lie nev­
er regained consciousness and 
died fo u r days later. On the 
day of the funera l, on A p ril 
30, police again arrested the 
father, a llegedly fo r a tra ffic  
v io lation.

Two days la te r Tobe Latim er, 
a Negro electrician and p lum b­
er, was shot by one of the 
policemen involved in the B ra­
zier k i'l in g . Though accused of 
attacking an officer, La tim er 
was severely wounded in the 
back.
T H IR D  K IL L IN G

That weekend Dawson police 
k illed  W illie  C ountrym an. 32. 
a tru ckd rivc r, in his own back 
vard. The police version is that 
Police O fficer C herry, involved 
in both the B razier k ill in g  and 
La tim e r shooting, and another 
officer, heard “ whooping and 
ho lle ring ”  w h ile  they were 
d riv in g  through Hie Negro dis­
tr ic t late at n ight. They parked 
a short distance away and 
walked towards C ountrym an’s 
back porch, when suddenly he 
jumped at them w ith  a kn ife  
whereupon they shot in “ self 
defense.”  Negro neighbors say 
there was no noise whatsoever 
u n til the shots rang out.

An incident ea rlie r that Sun­
day was tine arrest of 21-year- 
old B il ly  Flagg and his mother. 
The young man had been p lay­
ing ball on the edge of town 
w ith  a half-dozen others. Ac- 

(Con tinned on Page 4)

United Conference 
Votes to Place Full 
Slate on Nov. Ballot

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, June 16 — The movement for united 

socialist political action look a major step forward at the 
three-day independent political conference which ended 
here yesterday. The conference voted by a near-unanimous 
majority in favor of nominating a full slate of socialist
candidates to challenge the Re-' 
publicans and Democrats for 
the five m ajor offices in the 
coming state election. A m ili­
tan t socialist d ra ft p la tfo rm  ex ­
pressing a w ide area of agree­
ment on a m in im um  program 
was adopted unanim ously. (See 
te x t th is page.)

A  strong sentim ent fo r so­
cia list un ity  and a deep desnt 
fo r an aggressive socialist cha l­
lenge to the cap ita lis t parties 
was manifested throughout the 
conference by the great m a jo r­
ity  of the 499 ind iv idua ls  who 
partic ipated in the various ses­
sions as delegates and obser­
vers. A lm ost 200 additional 
persons throughout the state 
had registered the ir support 
for the project but were un­
able to attend. 
C O N TIN U ATIO N S GROUP

An eleven-member continua­
tions comm ittee was elected by 
the conference. I t  was em pow­
ered to seek add itiona l support 
fo r the projected ticke t from  
socialist and independent forces 
and to proceed w ith  efforts to 
select candidates fo r U.S. Sen­
ator, G o v e r n o r ,  L ieutenant 
Governor, C om ptro lle r and A t ­
torney General. In  addition it 
was empowered to call a ra t ify ­
ing conference if tim e perm its.

The eleven, who also w en 
the presiding comm ittee of the 
conference, are: John T. M c­
Manus, general manager of th t 
N ational G uardian: M o r r i s
G oldin, Henry Abrams, Babettc 
Jones and Annette Rubinstein 
form er Am erican Labor Party 
leaders; M u rry  Weiss of the 
Socialist W orkers Party ; M ilton  
Zaslow and M urie l M cAvoy of 
the Socialist U n ity  Forum ; 
Richard D ellaan, chairm an of 
the Young Socialist A lliance; 
George S tryke r; and Sidney 
Gluck.

The composition of the con­
ference was estimated by the 
June 23 National Guardian as 
fo llows: "Independents made
up some 300 of the attendance, 
w ith  leaders and members of 
lhe Communist Party. Socialist 
W orkers Party  and Young So­
cia list A lliance estimated to 
make up lhe  rest."

The decisive po in t in the 
conference came Saturday w ith

Co-Chairman

JOHN T. M cM ANUS, Gen­
eral Manager of lhe N ational 
Guardian. was co-chairman of 
the U nited Independent-So­
cia list Conference.

Die debate on w hether to nom­
inate candidates fo r the top five 
places on the ba llo t or only fo r 
U.S. Senator. The single, sen­
atoria l nom ination w ould avoid 
a contest against H arrim an, the 
Democratic P arty  choice fo r 
eelection as governor. The 

angle-candidacy proposal was 
out before the conference by 
Benjam in J. Davis— in his ca­
pacity of state chairm an of the 
Communist Party — in the 
opening of the debate on the 
presiding com m ittee’s unanim ­
ous resolution fo r five candi­
dates and a socialist p la tfo rm .

(The day before, in an open 
hearing of the Conference’s 
p la tfo rm  committee, A r n o l d  
Johnson, leading CP spokes­
man, not only argued fo r a 
single candidate against a full 
slate but also called fo r de­
letion of that section of the 
p la tfo rm  d ra ft procla im ing so­
cia list goals. This side of the 
CP position was not openly 
pushed in the Conference de­
bate over one or five candi­
dates.)

In  presenting the unanimous 
(Continued on Page ) )

Kremlin Murders 
Imre Nagy, 3 Others

By Myra Tanner Weiss
JUNE 18 — Imre Nagy, Pal Maleter, Jozscf Szilagyi 

and Miklos Gimcs were executed by the Kadar govern­
ment of Hungary. They evidently failed, despite long
im prisonm ent and probable to r-‘ 
ture to “ confess” to the crimes 
of which they were accused by 
the ir captors. The K re m lin  
agents therefore sent them to 
th e ir death. Five others were 
sentenced at a secret tr ia l to 
prison terms ranging from  five 
years to life .

Im re  Nagy, form er H ungar­
ian Prem ier and Pal Melcter, 
form er Defense M in ister, were 
both members of the Commu­
n is t Party. Nagy fought w ith  
the Russian Bolsheviks in the 
revo lu tion  of 1917. He lived in 
the Soviet Union from  1929 to 
1944, re tu rn ing  to H ungary to 
assume the post of M in is te r 
o f A g ricu ltu re  in the post-war 
governm ent and rose to the po­
sition o f P rem ier in 1953. He 
lost power to Matyas Rakosi 
whose regime and “ false po li­
cies" were o ffic ia lly  blamed 
for the H ungarian upris ing of 
1956. Rakosi was given asylum 
in the Soviet Union despite his 
crimes against lhe workers, 
w h ile  Nagy. who promised 
concessions to the workers, was 
executed.

Pal M aleter was reportedly 
a veteran of the Spanish c iv il

w ar and returned to H ungary 
to become an officer in the 
H ungarian arm y. His “ crim e”  
du ring  the November 1956 
events was to refuse to shoot 
down Hungarian w orkers and 
youth who were figh ting  for 
socialist democracy in Hungary. 
Instead, he and the en tire  H un­
garian arm y jo ined the insu r­
gents.

The v ic tim s of the firs t K rem ­
lin  blood-purge since Beria's 
execution were accused o f the 
trad itiona l fram e-up charges. 
They were accused of “ p lo ttin g ”  
w ith  Anglo-Am erican im peria l­
ists for the overth row  o f the 
governm ent. T h e s e  charges 
were likew ise hurled at the 
entire  Hungarian people, in ­
c luding the W orkers’ Councils. 
To all oppressors, popular up­
risings appear as “ plots”  of a 
fore ign enemy.

A ctua lly  Nagy was a Com­
m unist and as such became a 
symbol of the break w ith  the 
hated Rakosi era. The aims of 
the w orkers in the revo lu tion  
were c learly m arked out in  
the ir program. They were for 

(Continued on Page ) )
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shown fo r the worsening p ligh t 
o f the unemployed.

Under the H arrim an adm inis­
tra tion  the urban centers suffer 
d iscrim ination  in the allocation 
of funds fo r social w elfare ; yet 
these large cities are forced to 
carry a disproportionate tax 
burden.

W hile  piously deploring per­
secution and te rro r against the 
Negro people of the South, H ar­
rim an has fa iled to use the 
power of his office to push 
vigorously fo r legislation and 
executive action to end d iscrim ­
ina tion  against the Negro and 
Puerto Rican people in private  
housing in New Y ork State. 
HOUSING CRISIS

In  New Y ork C ity, under 
H arrim an ’s po litica l mentor De 
Sapio, the w o rld ’s largest and 
wealthiest c ity  has suffered the 
w orst ren t and housing crisis in 
the country since the end of 
the w ar; its transporation sys­
tem has degenerated in p ro ­
portion to the rise in fares; its 
schools have become more and 
more inadequate.

The same Governor H arrim an 
has openly supported the ma­
chinations of the Tammany 
boss, De Sapio, in rem oving 
Congressman Powell from  the 
Democratic ticke t because he 
voices the demand of the Negro 
people fo r fu ll equality. The 
people of H arlem  have r ig h tly  
answered this attack w ith  a 
wave o f ind ignation  at the a t­
tem pt of the H arrim an-D e Sa­
pio machine to dictate who 
should represent them.

In  short, ne ither in the na­
tion  or the state have the Dem ­
ocratic and Republican parties

grappled w ith  the real needs of 
the great m a jo rity  of the peo­
ple. Instead they have fought 
fo r the reactionary interests of 
the monopoly capitalists they 
represent.

The people of our country 
are beginning to search for 
pathways to a better future . 
They have ra llied  in increasing 
numbers a g a i n s t  repression. 
They have begun to ro ll back 
the evil known as M cC arthyisin 
and have scored signal victories 
in the courts fo r c iv il libe rty . 
The Negro people have em­
barked on a great effort fo r fu ll 
equality. Citizens of a ll walks 
of life  have jo ined in  protest 
against the developm ent and 
testing o f nuclear weapons. 
Throughout the house of labor 
is heard the repeated demand 
fo r an independent po litica l 
course that w il l  open the way 
to a labor party  able to offer 
Am erica the choice of a labor 
government.

This trend has strengthened
the forces fo r social change in 
our country. I t  points to the 
socialist a lte rna tive  to the 
greed, b ru ta liza tion , repression, 
economic insecurity, and w a r­
m aking tendency of capitalism .

By vo ting  fo r the U nited In ­
dependent's o c i a 1 i s t T icket, 
w o rk ing  men and women of 
every shade o f be lie f can reg­
ister th e ir opposition to the 
economic and social evils o f to ­
day. By voting fo r these can­
didates, they can register the ir 
desire fo r a w o rld  of enduring 
peace, economic w ell-be ing, and 
the fu ll application o f atom ic- 
age science to the conquest of 
nature — a w o rld  of democracy, 
freedom, and cooperation on an 
in te rna tiona l scale.

PLATFORM
For peaceful relations with the rest of 

the world:
We propose an immediate ban on tests of nuclear weapons 

and an announcement tha t the U nited States is w illin g  to jo in  
ether powers in d ism antling its stockpile of atomic weapons 
by a specified date. Such action w ould at once relieve in te rna ­
tiona l tension and help pave the w ay fo r fu rth e r negotiations.

The new governm ent of China must be recognized w ithou t 
fu rth e r embarrassing delay, and generous aid should be offered 
the Chinese people in  the d iff ic u lt task of m odernizing the ir 
country.

Instead of the b i-partisan policy of waging cold w ar on the 
countries of the Soviet bloc, a po licy of friendship  m ust be 
adopted. The firs t gesture in th is d irection should be the e lim i­
nation of trade barriers and the extension o f long-term  loans 
fo r the purchase of goods from Am erican industry. C u ltu ra l 
exchange should be expanded. The schemes of reactionary 
circles to restore capita lism  in  the Soviet bloc countries must 
be disavowed.

The bi-partisan policy o f in terven ing on the side of reaction 
in  other countries must be halted. No more arms fo r reactionary 
regimes!

This means specifically, fo r instance, ending support tc 
French im peria lism  in its w ar o n ' the A lgerian  people. It 
means ending support to Chiang Kai-shek, Franco, the M ikado 
and the La tin -A m erican  dictators. I t  means ending the “ o il 
im peria lism " tha t seeks to prevent the A rab people from  un iting  
and m odernizing the ir countries. I t  means le ttin g  the people 
of Puerto Rico decide w hether they w ant fu ll statehood or 
independence in fra te rna l economic re la tion  w ith  the U nited 
States. I t  means offering a ll the colonial and sem i-colonial 
peoples the economic aid they need w ithou t any strings at­
tached.

W ithd raw  U.S. troops from  fore ign soil; re linqu ish  fore ign 
naval and a ir bases; abandon the attem pt to establish rocket 
m issile bases; renounce secret d ip lom acy and a ll m ilita ry  a l l i ­
ances such as N ATO  and SEATO. L e t’s pu t Am erica on the side 
of peace!

For realistic measures to combat the 
depression:

We propose that the colossal armaments budget be con­
verted into a peace budget and used fo r pub lic works, inc lud ing 
schools, hospitals, homes, highways, playgrounds, parks and 
Other public fac ilities.

We likew ise propose the repeal of a ll taxes on incomes 
below $10,000. This should be supplemented by repeal of sales 
taxes, hidden excise taxes, telephone, transporta tion and so- 
called “ lu x u ry ”  goods taxes.

To spread em ploym ent, the w ork-w eek should be reduced 
lo  30 hours but at no reduction in  w eekly take-home pay.

U nem ploym ent compensation should be extended to cover 
a ll jobs, fo r the fu l l  period of unem ploym ent and at the fu ll 
scale of pay. The governm ent should declare an immediate 
m ora torium  on tim e payments fo r household necessities fo r 
everyone who becomes unemployed.

Surplus goods held by the governm ent should be qhstributed 
to people in  need w hether in  this country or abroad.

Plants shut down by priva te  industry should be operated

What Press Said 
About Conference

The da ily  newspapers of New Y o rk  C ity  gave con­
siderable coverage to the three-day conference fo r a 
U nited Independent-Socialist T icke t in the 1958 state 
elections. The N. Y. Times, w hich ran four consecutive 
news stories on the conference said in its June 16 artic le : 
“ W ith  the Communists apparently pu t to rout, the three- 
day le ftis t ‘u n ity  conference’ here ended yesterday on a 
note of surface un ity . The conference adopted a p la tfo rm  
said to represent ‘m axim um  agreement on a m iriim a l pro­
gram ’.”

The New Y ork  Post in its story of June 16 entitled  
“ Le ftis ts  S ta rt Choosing T icke t A fte r W alkou t by Com­
m unists,”  stated: “ Despite a C om m unist appeal to put 
only one candidate, pre ferab ly fo r U. S. Senate, in the 
field, the conference decided to name candidates fo r 
Governor, L ieu tenant Governor, C ontro lle r, A tto rney  
General and the Senate.

"S tate Com piunist chairm an Ben Davis w alked out 
o f the conference Saturday a fte r arguing va in ly  that most 
Democratic candidates in  the state must be supported 
because they are backed by organized labor."

under governm ent auspices, w ith  management subject to elec­
tion  by the workers.

As re lie f fo r depressed sections of the economy, and as a 
step tow ard in te rna tiona l economic cooperation, the A dm in is ­
tra tion  should encourage Am erican industry  to f i l l  the gaps in 
the planned economy of the Soviet bloc, arranging the exchange 
of a ll types of goods on a cost basis.

For an immediate end to Jim Crow:
A m erica ’s greatest shame is continued racia l segregation 

and d iscrim ination almost a century a fte r the C iv il W ar that 
abolished slavery.

Fu rthe r procrastirtation in  in tegra tion  is in to lerable. The 
Supreme Court decision to integrate the schools must be 
enforced regardless of the cries of bigots and race haters for 
fresh delays. S im ila r sw ift action must be undertaken in housing, 
transportation, recreation fac ilities  and throughout industry. 
L e t’s have Fa ir Em ploym ent legislation w ith  real teeth.

To fu rth e r speed the struggle fo r fu ll equa lity  in both the 
South and the North, le t the labor movement bring its vast 
powers to bear in  close alliance w ith  the Negro people.

For restoration of our Constitutional 
freedoms:

Am erica has suffered an erosion of its C onstitu tiona l free­
doms. We are saddled today w ith  reactionary legislation and ad­
m in is tra tive  practices lim itin g  freedom of thought, the r ig h t to 
a job  regardless of beliefs, and the righ t to trave l abroad. The 
Sm ith Act, the McCarran Act, the Subversive A c tiv itie s  C ontro l 
Act and New Y o rk ’s Security Risk and Feinberg acts are police- 
state laws that should be w iped off the books.

End the government w itch -hun t in Am erica. Abolish such 
police-state practices as the b lacklis ting  of “ subversive”  o rgan i­
zations by the A tto rney  General, the snooping of the FBI into 
po litica l views, the “ investigations”  of the House Un-Am erican 
A c tiv itie s  Committee, in to matters of belie f and opinion, and 
the refusal o f the Stata. Departm ent to issue passports to A m e ri­
can citizens.

Restore the c iv il rights of a ll Sm ith Act victim s. Free G il 
Green and Henry W inston. G rant executive clemency or a new 
tr ia l to M orton Sobell. Reinstate a ll governm ent employees 
v ictim ized in the w itch -hun t.

Unshackle the labor movement:
The T a ft-H a rtley  Act, the so-called R igh t-to -W ork laws, and 

a ll s im ila r an ti-labo r legislation must be repealed. No c u rta il­
ment of the democratic r ig h t of the union movement to organize 
a ll wage earners and to conduct its own affa irs w ith o u t in te r­
ference from  the governm ent or labor-ha ting  corporations.

The coro lla ry o f th is is in te rna l union democracy. I t  is 
hypocritica l of the union bureaucrats to call fo r democracy and 
a free labor movement in other countries w h ile  imposing d ic ­
ta to ria l practices in  the ir own unions. Democracy begins at

home. This is the only effective way to meet the anti-labor 
McClellan “ investigating”  comm ittee and s im ila r government 
bodies that are seeking to put more shackles on our unions.

Labor can w in  recognition of its r ig h tfu l place in the life  
ol Am erica only if  i t  rejects company unionism in po litics and 
begins organizing in th is field. W hai is needed is a pow erfu l 
party  of labor whose concern extends to the w o rk ing  farmers, 
the Negro people and small businessman. Such a party , able to 
organize a coalition of a ll the low-incom e groups, can offer an 
effective challenge lo the monopolies.

For democracy, for planned economy, 
for socialism:

The cooperative system of socialism is superior to the 
p ro fits-firs t system of capitalism . This is no longer a m atter of 
theory but of fact. In  the short tim e o f fou r decades, planned 
economy brought Russia from  the most backward country in 
Europe to the position of second power in the w orld.

Planned economy in  America can register even more phen­
omenal success. I t  w il l  begin w ith  the w orld 's most advanced 
indus tria l p lant, the largest and most skilled  w ork ing  class and 
a pow erfu l democratic trad ition . Moreover, Am erica w il l  not 
face the obstacles that hindered the Russian workers. We w il l

not be subject to a H it le r ite  invasion, to the devastation of w ar, 
or to the pressure of a surrounding hostile w orld.

Planned economy in Am erica can rap id ly  find links w ith  
other planned economies, thus bring ing  into play a new force 
ol immense proportions— planned in te rnationa l economic coop­
eration.

In America the assurance of a w orld  of enduring peace and 
prosperity w ill certa in ly  release sources of energy and enthusi­
asm among the w ork ing  people tha t w il l  more than match the 
sw ift development of atomic energy as the basic power fo r 
industry-w ide  automation.

The slums and unsightly factories of today that po llu te  our 
streams and atmosphere w ill give way to shining cities and 
gleaming plants designed to help heal the hideous scars of 
industria liza tion  under capitalism .

As liv in g  becomes easier and richer, the b ligh ting  prejudices 
and hatreds of today w il l  surely give way to feelings of so lid ­
a rity  and friendship w ith  a ll mankind.

The possibilities of achievement under the ra tiona l p lanning 
of socialism, bold as they may seem, are com pletely feasible. A ll 
that is required is the breadth of view, the confidence in  
progress, and the courage and determ ination needed to carry 
through the struggle to success. In  opening up th is new con­
tinen t of economic and social change, Am erica ’s pioneer s p ir it 
faces its greatest challenge.

The U nited Independent-Socialist ticke t welcomes every 
development w hich brings labor in to  the po litica l arena in col­
lis ion  w ith  the entrenched po litica l machines. We welcome 
every development w hich brings the Negro people against the 
parties of the rac is l-B ig  Business ru lin g  clique.

The alliance of labor and the Negro people in the struggle 
fo r common po litica l objectives w ill result in the emergence of 
an independent mass Labor Party  w hich w il l  a ttract the support 
of the small farm er, the professionals, the youth and a ll the 
forces of the people. This new po litica l a lignm ent can effective ly 
battle  the monopolist parties— only then w il l  we have a real 
tw o -pa rty  system.

We socialists know  tha t the solutions to the grave problems 
facing the Am erican people w il l  not come as a g if t  from  w e ll- 
meaning libera ls; such solutions can be won only th rough 
g igantic struggles invo lv ing  labor, the Negro people and other 
m in o rity  groups. Through such struggles, waged on both the 
economic and po litica l fronts, the Am erican people w il l  replace 
the pro fit system w ith  a planned society O n ly a socialisl econ­
omy can end fhe recurren l crises, w ar drives, race prejudice and 
poverty of today and harness the vast resources of our country 
and the abundant energy of our people to meet the complex 
needs of the nation in the atomic age.

We in v ite  a ll socialists— M arxists, C hristian Socialists, hu ­
manists, pacifists, to support the U nited Independent-Socialist 
slate as a way of a ffirm ing  the ir be lie f in the great human 
goals o f socialism.

We in v ite  a ll independents— Democrats, Republicans and 
unaffilia ted  voters— to reg ister the ir protest against the do- 
nothing and do-wrong policies o f the Republicans and Democrats 
by voting the U nited Independent-Socialist T icket.

Excerpts from Floor Debate on Electoral Policy
[The fo llo w in g  are verbatim  

excerpts from  the floor debate 
at the Conference fo r a United 
Independent-Socialist T i c k e t .  
Asterisks indicate close of one 
speaker's rem arks and begin­
ning of another's.]

“ . . . No m atte r how much 
I  adm ire and respect and want 
to w o rk  w ith  Mr. [John T .] 
McManus, and people who w ork 
w ith  him , I feel ve ry  strongly 
tha t he did not make a good 
case. I believe tha t he put 
fo rw ard  a very in flex ib le , a 
very r ig id  approach . . .  1 be­
lieve tfyat we need a position 
of grow ing influence, not a 
rig id , mechanical, and per­
haps obstructive, so-called bal­
lo t position in overcom ing our 
isolation in  p roving our lead­
ership over the people who 
w ant an a lte rna tive  to the tw o- 
party, cold-war, b r in k -o f-w a r 
policies tha t we’re faced w ith  
in th is  country.

“ T ha t’s w hat I believe, and 
I ’m certa in tha t whatever 
m erits or demerits there may 
be to Mr. [B en jam in  J .l Davis’ 
position here today . . .  his 
approach kept open the door 
fo r a more flexib le  and less ob­
structive  oppo rtun ity  to get 
away from  the b rin k -o f-ex - 
tin c tion  policies that some cu r­
rents here seem to be pushing 
us in  the d irection of . . .”

*  *  *

“ . . . The question of a 
united socialist ticke t means 
in essence a un ited fron t. A 
united fro n t of various social­
ist opinions doesn’t necessarily 
mean an acceptance o f each 
o ther’s views com pletely. I t  
isn’t  tHe same th ing  as organ­
izational un ity , as the fo rm a­
tion  of one party. . . .  I t  doesn’t 
mean tha t we have to sub­
ordinate our pa rticu la r views 
w hether we are independents 
or members o f various parties 
or groups . . .  A  un ited fron t 
doesn't mean that you exclude 
somebody from  the ticke t. As 
fa r as Comrade [Ben jam in  J.] 
Davis is concerned, I see no 
reason w hy he shouldn’t be­
come a member o f the five-man 
ticke t —  of course based on 
a socialist program  w hich I 
hope th is conference w ill 
adopt. . . .”

*  *  *

“ We speak here of the fact 
that we're isolated. Now tha t’s 
p re tty  bad. But to make a v i r ­
tue of iso lation —  th a t’s a 
crime. And some people here 
make a v irtu e  of isolation and 
decorate i t  w ith  M arxism  and 
the red flag . . . Take fo r in ­
stance, the idea of the develop­
ment of independent po litica l 
action. Now i f  you’re satisfied, 
then o f course you can make 
a beeline and establish a whole 
united socialist ticke t and yo u 'll 
be jus t as you were before. 
But i f  you're interested in pro- 

i m oting independent po litica l ac- 
i tion you must partic ipate w ith  
organized labor . . .

“ Now, when we say a single 
' candidatei th a t gives us a ll an

opportun ity  to partic ipate  in a I 
proposition of th is kmd. Do 
you want all to participate? Or i 
do you want to have some kind 
of l it t le  monopoly of you r own I 
and carry on? Now you say 
you w ant to advocate social­
ism. W ell, i f  the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P arty  is advocating social­
ism according to the ir ligh t, a 
single candidate doesn't stop 
them from  advocating social­
ism. B u t I believe tha t to re- 

1 ject the socialist w o rld  and to 
m ainta in  tha t you’re advocating 
socialism is like  advocating 
kosher ham, There’s no such 
thing. . . .

“ I believe firm ly  in those 
points tha t I  discussed here. 
And I disagree w ith  the idea 
ot discussing w ith  the Socialist 
W orkers Party  and its mem­
bers from  long distance. I ’m 
glad to have the opportun ity  
to discuss these points r igh t 
under the ir own nose and w ith
them ...........”

♦  •  *

“ . . . We came here to select 
a fu l l  slate. Now we are told 
fo r some strange reason that 
a committee that has gone a ll 

] along fo r a fu ll slate and a 
m a jo rity  of w hich obviously 
wants a fu l l  slate, tha t the 
question suddenly is debatable, 
tha t there suddenly is question 
w hether a fu l l  slate is feasible. 
W hy wasn’t  th is po in t raised 
tw o weeks ago, tw o months 
ago? W hy was it said then that 
a fu l l  slate is feasible and now 
i t  isn’t feasible? I can answer

that. Because Benjam in Davis I 
and a few c l the people around 
him  decided they did not w ant 
a fu l l  slate. But it  was more 
than that. I t  was th a t they 
d idn ’t w an t a slate at all and 
they w ould do us a favor by 
accepting one candidate. Now 
I w ould like  to ask a question. 
Supposing we give in  to th is 
handfu l of people. And I ques­
tion how much influence these 
people have in the state, when 
out where 1 live  99% of the 
people who w ant a fu l l  slate 
had a ffilia tions w ith  the Com­
m unist Party, not w ith  the So­
cia list W orkers Party . Suppos­
ing we give in to the Commu­
nist Party and this goes back 
into com m ittee and it comes 
out w ith  a slate of one man, I 
know that the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P arty  w il l  not w o rk  fo r 
th is — fo r one man, and on 
the rest of the line you support, 
the Democrats. And I know 
that the independents w on't go 
along w ith  this. Is the Com­
m unist Party going to get th is 
one man on the ballot? Are 
they going to w ork  fo r this a ll 
by themselves? But we w ill 
w o rk  fo r a fu l l  slate — w ith  
them or w ithou t them — and 
we w il l  have most of them, 
whether they know  it or not.

“ And there is something else 
I feel very resentful of . . . 
And tha t is the inference that 
anyone who wants a fu ll slate 
is of the Socialist W orkers 
Party. This is an old, old story 
w ith  the Communist Party, and

I was weaned on the m ilk  of 
the Com m unist Party. I never 
saw a T ro tsky ite  u n til three 
months ago. And that is the 
story i f  you get up here and 
disagree w ith  them. They call 
you a T ro tsky ite , even i f  you 
don 't know w hat a T ro tsky ite  
is. And they are pu lling  that 
again in th is room tonight. 
They are saying tha t everyone 
who wants a fu l l  slate is an 
SWPer. A nd I th in k  they de­
serve the same apology that 
was made to Ben Davis. I 
don’t resent being called an 
SWPer, t?ut 1 resent the in ­
ference that I am not an in ­
dependent.”

*  *  *

. None of us are fo r 
[G ov.] H arrim an. I w ou ldn ’t 
endorse h im  fo r a m illio n  do l­
lars. B ut he d id  something 
good sometimes. He vetoed tha t 
b ill tha t some of my people 
can live  in the projects. A ll 
righ t, we w orked fo r it. He 
d idn ’t do i t  by himself. But 
he did it  and some people 
th in k  tha t he's better than 
Rockefeller. I may not agree 
w ith  them. B u t th a t’s not the 
point. This is the situation we 
are in . . . W hat is the d iffe r­
ence between one and five can­
didates i f  we want to b ring  the 
issue before the people. W ith  
one candidate can’t we speak 
on radio and television? We can 
bring our ideas as good w ith  
one as w ith  five. . . .”

“ F irst, I  am ve ry  glad to be

here and to see so many young 
people here I am in the Jew ­
ish progressive movement, next 
year w il l  be fif ty  years. O rig ­
ina lly , I am from  w hat the 
workers call the hell-hole — 
P ittsburgh. For the l 's t  nine 
years I have lived in B rooklyn . 
I was ve ry  much interested a ll 
m y life  in  the po litica l move­
ments. I m igh t as vveli te ll 
you. from  1909 to 1920 I was 
active in the Socialist Party, 
from  1920 to 1950 in the Com­
m unist party.

“ When I came here I was 
active in the Am erican Labor 
Party . We had a club of the 
Am erican Labor Party  in East 
New York and suddenly and 
to our surprise, one day I read 
in the N. Y. Times th a t the 
Am erican Labor Party  was dis­
solved . . .  I was shocked. I 
w ant to te ll you the sentim ent 
of the people I w o rk  w ith  in 
East New Y ork  in many Jew ­
ish progressive organizations . . .  
We were not asked and we 
fe lt very bad. And our peo­
ple —  I w ant to te ll you — our 
people are very angry. The 
people that I w o rk  w ith . There 
are s til l thousands and thous­
ands of progressive people and 
they are angry. You know why? 
Because when election day 
comes they have nobody to vote 
for.

“ We were to ld  one tim e to 
vote fo r the Democratic party  
and I te ll you the tru th , I 
com m itted tha t great sin tw o 
years ago. I w ent in to  the

Excerpts from Speech by Vincent Hallinan
(The fo llow ing  are excerpts 

from  speech by V incent H a ll i­
nan to the U nited Independent- 
Socialist T icket Conference. He 
spoke F riday evening, June 13. 
—Ed.)

In discussing w ith  some of 
my friends of the Communist 
Party . . .  I  was told, “ But 
H allinan, socialism does not 
enter in to  the mainstream of 
the th in k in g  of the Am erican 
labor class.”  1 said granted. 
And if it d id I'd  go home and 
read books. What we want is 
to pu t socialism into the th in k ­
ing and mainstream of the 
American w o rk ing  class.

And i f  we are going to w ait 
fo r mass movements of this 
people and that people— w heth ­
er they be the colored people 
or the Puerto Ricans or the la ­
bor class— if we’re going to 
w a it u n til they leap fu lly  a rm ­
ed from  the head of Zeus like  
Pallas Athena, w hy then we 
can jus t sit back on our laurels 
and rest. We don't have to 
bother about tha t movement 
anymore. That, m y friends is 
the simple and easy solution— 
if  it were a solution at all. But 
un fo rtuna te ly  it is not such. 
Because it seems to me that 
the bu ild ing  of a socialist 
movement is going to be a d if ­

ficu lt, arduous and patience 
taking task. . . . .

And I say to these people— 
are you te lling  me now that 
the socialist movements of the 
past were invalid? A re you 
te lling  me tha t the w ork  of 
Debs for instance was va lue­
less and useless? A re there to 
be no more Debs? Is there to 
be no more movement un til 
suddenly by some spontaneous 
decision of people like  Meany 
and Reuther. the labor move­
ment decides to go socialist? . . .

That one should support a 
man because he is a Democrat 
or a member of the Democratic 
party  or its candidate seems a 
contradiction in term . People 
are always saying there isn’t 
any difference between the 
tw o parties, and the very per­
son who w ill say to you. “ Now 
don't go out and start a so­
cia list movement because . we 
are com m itted to support the 
Democratic party and we w an t­
ed to b ring  you along w ith  us.” 
w ill te ll you in confidence that 
'hev don’t rea lly  see the d if ­
ference between the tw o par­
ties . . . .

We sneer and we laugh at 
•he m ih iona ire  cabinets, the 
dom ination of the government 
by big business, but we have 
very short memories when it 
comes to a m atter of rem em­

bering who put those people in 
there at the start.

We’re ta lk in g  about the te r­
rib le  th ing  that m ight befall 
the Em pire State o f New York 
if Nelson Rockefeller is elected 
governor instead of A vere ll 
H arrim an . . . .  Who gave them 
the ir po litica l start? Who in ­
troduced them both into the 
United S t a t e s  government? 
F rank lin  Delano Roosevelt.

Charles W ilson, who lorded 
it over the Eisenhower adm in­
is tra tion— who first introduced 
h im  in to  the Am erican govern­
ment? F rank lin  Delano Roose­
velt. John Foster Dulles, p rob­
ably the most hated man in the 
w orld—-although I do not want 
to deprive V ice-President N ix ­
on of what g lo ry he may be 
entitled to—firs t became the 
d ic ta to r o f Am erican foreign 
policy when he was placed in 
the position to do so bv H arry  
S. Trum an— a Democrat.

Another W ilson, Charles A. 
Wilson, chief executive of the 
General E lectric Company, the 
biggest monopoly in the w orld, 
was made economic czar by the 
same H a rry  S. Trum an. And 
he’s the man tha t once said we 
should have a permanent a l l i ­
ance b e t w e e n  government, 
business and the arm y. Which 
is in effect the essence of fas­

cism and is exactly w hat the 
M itsub ish i Company put over 
in Japan to its own final des­
truction.

Ta lk  about dominance of the 
House of Morgan in th is coun­
try . From 1944— tha t was the 
year before F rank lin  Roose­
ve lt’s death— u n til 1952 when 
Eisenhower succeeded Trum an, 
there were fou r secretaries of 
state. O f those, three were o f­
ficials of the House of M or­
gan . . . .

A ve re ll H arrim an, m u lti-m il-  
iionaire, scion of a ra ilroad 
system, every tie  of w hich cor­
responds to the dead body of 
some Irish  laborer, is boosted 
up, by God, as a hero of the 
Communist Party. A ve re ll H a r­
rim an. when he was Secretary 
of Commerce under Trum an, 
worked as hard as he could to 
induce Trum an not to veto the 
T a ft-H a rtley  act.

We have heard here that be­
cause some of these gentlemen 
have been opposed to certain 
policies and princip les of the 
Soviet Union, tha t the Social­
ist W orkers P arty  is an ti- 
Soviet. But noth ing is said at 
a ll about the anti-sovietism  of 
H a rrim an— probably one o f the 
most vicious [o f anti-Soviet 
spokesmen] and the one who 
has expressed h im self the most 
v igorously in that connection.

polls and I looked around and, 
a ll righ t, they say W agner — 
a ll righ t, he’s better —- a lesser 
evil, and I .made a cross, and 
my w ife  too. And I te ll you I  
went home and I tried to wash 

I my ly. nds as much as I could. 
And I said to m y  w ife  and to 
m y friends in m y organization 
— No more tha t sin!

“ Before the November elec­
tions I took it up in my organ­
ization. I said w hat are we 
going to do, people? We are a ll 
progressives. We are an o r­
ganization of a hundred and 
fif ty  people where I belong 
there. W hat shall we do? And 
I say, I don 't care, fo r 50 years 
I am a progressive man. And 
I don’t care —  any label, as 
long as it  has a socialist label 
I don’t care who it is. I f  the 
Socialist Labor is on the ba l­
lot, I ’l l  vote fo r them. I f  the 
Socialist W orkers is on the ba l­
lot, I ’l l  vote fo r them. A nd  I 
don’t agree on everyth ing  w ith  
then?, but s till m y conscience 
w il l  be clear. I ’ l l  not vote fo r 
the Republican and Democratic 
parties.

“ I was very active in the 
In te rna tiona l W orkers Order. 
Some o f you maybe heard w hat 
k ind  of organization i t  was. 
You know  the Republicans at 
the beginning they started to 
destroy it  — Dewey started i t  
and H arrim an finished it. They 
even took away the cemetery 
from  us — even our dead. Not 
on ly  the seven m illio n  dollars 
tha t we the w ork ing  people 
saved fo r so many years and 
tha t they took away from  us 
and robbed us. They took away 
even the dead —- our beloved 
dead tha t live  in the cemetery. 
They took away our cemetery, 
and sold it. So, I w ant to te ll 
you now, the people, our peo­
ple — the progressive people — 
are angry. They say, My God, 
the biggest c ity  in the w orld, 
and here when it comes elec­
tion there is nobody to vote 
for. So last year I took i t  up 
in m y organization and I said, 
at least let our conscience be 
clear. Le t us vote fo r the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party. I don’t 
care if  they are T ro tskyites or 
anything. B u t they are w o rk ­
ers — they are socialists. I 
may not agree w ith  everyth ing  
w ith  them. And we w ent in 
m y d is tric t; 1 know there was 
many votes there. I voted, and 
my w ife , and many friends, 
and m any neighbors. I  to ld  
them they should vote. B u t 
w ha t I w ant to say is th is — I 
am in favor, and the people I 
ta lk  to, we shall have a fu l l  
slate i f  possible in  the state of 
New Y ork ."

W ORKERS' SAVING S

Early  in 1957, before the re ­
cession began, the average 
sk illed  and sem i-skilled w o rke r 
had $212 in savings and 26% 
had none. The average fo r un ­
sk illed  and service w orkers was 
$6; 49Vz% had none.
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S u b s c rip tio n : $3 p er year; 
$1.30 fo r 6 m on ths . F o r­
e ign : $4.50 per ye a r; $2.23 
fo r  6 m o n th s . C anad ian : 
$3.50 per ye a r; $1.75 fo r  6 
m on ths . B und le  o rd e rs : 5 
o r m ore  copies 6c each in 
U .S .; 7c each in fo re ign  
co un trie s .

t h e  MILITANT
P ub lished  W e e k ly  in  the  In te re s ts  o f the  W o rk in g  People 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  P U B L IS H IN G  A S S O C IA T IO N  
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Business M anage r: B E A T R IC E  A L L E N

Signed a r tic le s  b y  co n ­
t r ib u to rs  do no t necessa rily  
represen t the  M ili ta n t 's  
po lic ies . These are expres ­
sed in  i ts  e d ito r ia ls .

"E n te re d  as second class 
m a tte r  M a rch  7, 1944 a t the 
Post, O ffice  a t New Y o rk , 
N .Y ., under Jh© a c t o f 
M a rch  3. 1879."
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Fascist Menace Revives
The lesson of France has world-wide 

significance. The destruction of parlia­
mentary democracy by de Gaulle poses 
once more for mankind the question of 
Fascism. True, de Gaulle’s regime is at 
present not fascist, but represents a stage 
in that direction. But behind him—in the 
racist organizations of the Algerian colons, 
in the brutalized paratroop battalions, in 
the emergence in France itself of rem­
nants of the Petainists and their merging 
with new anti-Semitic, semi-fascist and 
outright fascist groupings—lies the omin­
ous threat.

The crash of H itle r’s and Miissolini’s 
regimes in World War II was so resound­
ing that most people throughout the 
world concluded that fascism had been 
destroyed for all time. This belief was Re­
inforced by the official propaganda guise 
given the war by the victorious coalition 
headed by the U.S., Great Britain and the 
USSR. But the real motivating contradic­
tion between Wall Street and the British 
Empire on one hand and the German, 
Italian and Japanese governments on the 
other had been that of an imperialist 
power struggle. On the part of' the vic­
torious capitalist powers the democracy 
vs. fascism theme had simply been a 
propaganda cloak to presuade the toiling 
masses that the war was being fought for 
progressive and humane ends.

Nonetheless at the end of the war it 
seemed that fascism had not only been 
physically destroyed but discredited be­
yond redemption in the eyes of mankind. 
The existence of Franco’s regime in Spain 
was regarded as an anachronism and in­

creasing U.S. support to it  deplored as 
inconsistent w ith the outcome of World 
War II. Sim ilarly the recrudescence in 
Germany and Ita ly of neo-Nazi and .neo- 
Fascist parties were considered echoes of 
the past rather than signs of the future.

It must now be understood that the 
assumption that fascism was a relic of 
the barbarous past which mankind no 
longer had to fear, was mere wishful 
thinking. The bitter truth is that fascism 
remains a recurrent threat as long as 
capitalism survives. The bitter truth is 
that already there are incontestable signs 
that world capitalism is approaching a 
cycle similar to that which followed the 
first imperialist world war — a cycle in 
which in country after country the capit­
alist class w ill seek to solve its problems 
w ith the bloody ax of fascism.

Most ominous is the rapidity with 
which these fascicst harbingers appear. 
The swift growth of McCarthyism in this 
country showed an incipient tendency 
towards fascism even before the onset of 
a serious social crisis. The shamefully 
speedy surrender of capitalist democracy 
to de Gaulle’s “ strong-man” rule in 
France and the concomitant emergence of 
a fascist movement is a second warning.

To the recognized nightmare shape 
of things to come under decaying capital­
ism—depression, and nuclear war—must 
now be added the horror of fascism. The 
battle of the working class for socialism 
today is more than ever the very battle 
for the continued existence of human cul­
ture and humanity itself.

Reaction vs. Progress in USSR
The secret tria l and execution of 

Imre Nagy, Gen. Pal Maleter and several 
other prominent Hungarian Communist 
Party members associated w ith the No­
vember 1956 revolution, marks a new 
swing to repression by the Kremlin.

It testifies once again to the funda­
mental conflict in the Soviet-bloc coun­
tries between the working class, the youth 
and the intellectuals against what the 
Hungarian Communist writer, Tibor Dery, 
called a “ regime of gendarmes and bu­
reaucrats.”

The conflict is born not of “ failure” 
of the planned-production system, but, on 
the contrary, of its gigantic successes. 
The workers seek to translate these gains 
into greater benefits for themselves by 
curtailing the swollen economic p riv il­
eges at the top and by gaining the demo­
cratic right to shape the economic plans.

Against them, the horde of office 
holders — factory managers, party func­
tionaries, bemedaled generals, etc.—whom 
Khrushchev represents, seek to hang on 
to their disproportionate share of the na­
tional income and to the tyrannical power 
needed to preserve it.

But the struggle for workers’ democ­
racy also expresses the profound needs of 
the Soviet system itself — of what Leon 
Trotsky called the “ grandiose problem 
which may be comprised in the concept 
of independent, technical and cultural 
creation.” The totalitarian regime stifles

such creation. Great achievements, such 
as the sputnik, are made despite despotic 
rule. Yet every industrial and cultural 
advance renders the conflict between the 
needs of the Soviet system and the bu­
reaucratic oligarchy more acute.

As Trotsky predicted in 1937, “ The 
socialist culture w ill flourish only in pro­
portion to the dying away of the state. 
In that simple and unshakable historic 
law is contained the death sentence of the 
present political regime in the Soviet 
Union. Soviet democracy is not the de­
mand of an abstract policy, still less an 
abstract moral. I t  has become a life-and- 
death need of the country.” That life- 
and-death need gave rise to the Hungarian 
revolution and its slogan of socialist 
democracy. ■

The revolution was crushed by the 
Kremlin. Nagy, Paleter and other leading 
participants have been framed-up and 
executed. But the clash between the 
working people and bureaucratic tyranny 
w ill not be ended by bloody repressions. 
A ll genuine socialists—all genuine par­
tisans of the Soviet Union—all defenders 
of the system of planned economy—must 
take sides w ith the working people 
against the bureaucratic oppressors. For 
the victory of the working masses w ill 
immeasurably advance the construction 
of socialism in the Soviet-bloc countries 
and its spread to the other countries of 
the world.

...Kremlin Kills Nagy, 3 Others

Members of Presiding Committee at United Independent-Socialist Conference join hands 
to sing “Solidarity, Forever" at end of the parley. The conference members, too, joined 
hands for the singing of labor's anthem. This is custom of British labor and socialist 
gatherings.

( C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
socialist democracy, not cap­
ita lis t restoration. The official 
Hungarian announcement of the 
murder of Nagy took note of 
the apparent pro-socialist na­
ture of the struggle when it 
charged the prisoners with  
"voicing demagogic and false 
'socialist' slogans."

From  the po in t of v iew  of 
revo lu tion ists, Nagy made many 
mistakes —  a ll flow ing out of 
his tra in ing  as a S ta lin is t. He 
counterposed to the power of 
the workers an appointed gov­
ernm ent inc lud ing  a m a jo rity  
of non-socialist and anti-so­
c ia lis t forces in typ ica l “ peo­
p le ’s fro n t”  style. Had he been 
a revo lu tion is t, he w ould have 
turned the power over to the 
popular organs of the wmrking 
class, the W orkers’ Councils, 
w hich corresponded to the So­
viets in the Russian R evolution 
o f 1917. B ut Nagy was not a 
Len in is t. Nagy s til l thought only 
in terms of contro l ra ther than 
leadership o f the workers. 
TRUCE V IO LA TED

In  add ition both Nagy and 
M aleter made the fa ta l m istake 
of tak ing  the “ new libe ra lism ” 
of the K re m lin  as genuine re­
form . When Nagy lost power in 
November of 1956 he took 
refuge in the Yugoslav Em ­
bassy. The Kadar governm ent 
prom ised the Yugoslav offic ia ls

that Nagy and others would 
be given safe conduct to their 
homes. On this promise Nagy 
left the sanctuary of the Em­
bassy only to be taken captive. 
General Maleter entered into 
negotiations for the withdrawal 
of Soviet troops. The Soviet 
representatives flouted Maleter’s 
status as negotiator and im ­
prisoned him.

The murder of the Hungarian 
Communist leaders undoubted­
ly is meant as a warning to 
Hungarians and other dissi­
dents in East Europe who 
press for concessions, especially 
the Yugoslavs. The threat to 
Yugoslavia is underlined by 
the new charges that the Yugo­
slav Embassy was used by the 
"plotters" as a center "to con­
tinue armed resistance, to or­
ganize strikes, to paralyze life 
and reorganize underground 
subversion.” These charges were 
immediately denounced by the 
Yugoslav government as lies. 
1949 FRAM E-UP

The murder of Nagy and 
other Hungarian Communists 
repeats the pattern of Stalin’s 
earlier frame-up in 1949 of 
Foreign Minister Laszlo Rajk 
who was arrested and then 
hanged as a “counter-revolu­
tionary.” A fter the 20th Con­
gress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union in 1956 
R ajk was declared innocent. I t

was admitted that he had been 
executed on “ f a b r i c a t e d  
charges.”

The revival of the blood- 
purge of Stalin by the so-called 
“liberal” regime of Khrushchev 
was of course utilized by Wash­
ington as a hook on which to 
hang a new ahti-Soviet propa­
ganda offensive. A “diplomatic 
observer” in Washington was 
quoted in the N. Y. Times, 
June 17, as saying, “I don’t 
think John Foster Dulles w ill 
ever consent to meet with the 
Soviet leaders now that they 
are getting their hands stained 
with blood just as Stalin’s 
were.”

Dulles is quite accustomed to 
blood-stained hands— in Spain, 
in the Middle-East, Asia and 
Latin America. The only atroci­
ties he and other officials in 
Washington get outraged about 
are those committed in the 
Soviet bloc.

But many who hoped that 
Khrushchev meant his denun­
ciation of Stalin's frame-up 
murders in 1956 have been pro­
foundly shocked- Pietro Nenni. 
Italian ally of the Communist 
Party, said he was stunned by 
the news. He recalled his ap­
peal for an amnesty in H un­
gary and bitterly noted that 
"instead there have come the 
new executions which reopen 
the wounds."

( C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
recommendation o f the presid­
ing comm ittee fo r a fu l l  slate, 
John T. McManus said: “ Both 
machine-parties pursue b rin k - 
o f-w ar policies. N either offers 
to do away w ith  J im -C row . 
Both are w itch -h u n t parties. 
This is especially true o f Har- 
rim an, a banker and a cap ita l­
ist, who has never proven to be 
a tra ito r to his class. A  lesser 
e ffo rt than pu tting  up a fu l l  
slate in effect shows disrespect 
fo r the independent voter in 
the state who wants genuine 
a lternatives to the tw o machine 
parties. Our objective should be 
to place such an a lternative 
perm anently on the ba llo t by 
s tr iv in g  fo r a m in im um  o f 50,- 
000 votes.”

Throughout the debate it 
was clear that the great bulk 
of the delegates strongly favor­
ed a full socialist slate and 
wanted no part of Harriman. 
Speaker after speaker declared 
their conviction that socialists 
could not compromise with the 
capitalist p o 1 i t i c a n s . Their 
points were greeted by cheers 
and ringing applause from the 
delegates.

A t the same tim e it  was 
demonstrated tha t the vast ma­
jo r ity  were deeply concerned 
w ith  exp lo ring  every possible 
avenue to w in  the Communist 
P a rty ’s partic ipa tion  in the 
campaign despite its stand that 
it would not go beyond sup­
porting  a single independent 
candidate.
A M EN D M EN T

In  a special effort to keep 
the door open fo r w inn ing  CP 
support, fou r presiding com­
m ittee  members, M orris  Goldin, 
Henry Abrams, Babette Jones 
and Sidney G luck, introduced 
an amendment m idw ay in  the 
debate that the continuations 
committee be empowered to 
fu rth e r explore the feas ib il­
i ty  of designating a ticke t. 
Passage of the amendment 
w ould have avoided recording 
a de fin itive  expression of the 
v iew po in t of the conference.

Speaking fo r  the comm ittee 
m a jo rity  — McManus, McAvoy, 
Rubinstein, Zaslow, S tryke r and 
DeHaan— M u rry  Weiss declared 
tha t he fu l ly  appreciated that 
the m in o rity  had in no way 
yielded its desire fo r a fu ll,  so­
c ia lis t ticke t and tha t its con­
cern fo r w inn ing  CP support 
was shared by all. But, Weiss 
said, “ I  don’t see how we can 
avoid a clear expression of 
opinion frop i th is body . . . 
The best w ay to achieve a 
m axim um  of u n ity  on a m in i­
mum program is fo r  an over­
w helm ing vote here in  support 
of the resolution.”
81 TO 154

A fter a spirited debate on 
the amendment, it was defeat­
ed 81 to 154. Among the 81 
who voted for the amendment 
were many delegates, who like 
the sponsors of the amendment, 
favored a full ticket but felt it 
might provide a better possibil­
ity for greater unity.

Tfle w ide support fo r a fu l l  
slate was demonstrated after 
the amendment was defeated. 
The resolution fo r five candi­
dates was then adopted on a 
voice vote w ith  only a scatter­
ed handfu l of “ no”  votes. The 
so lida rity  of the partic ipants 
was fu r th e r registered when 
many of those who supported 
the defeated amendment re­
turned the fo llo w in g  m orning 
fo r the w ork  o f shaping the 
d ra ft p la tfo rm .

That th is was a gathering of 
convinced socialists was im ­
pressively evident in  the ex­
trem ely enthusiastic response 
to the d ra ft p la tfo rm  w hich 
was read to the conference by 
Dr. Rubinstein. I t  calls fo r  so­
c ia lis t opposition to the cold w ar 
against the Soviet-bloc coun­
tries, indicts the cap ita lis t sys­
tem and its Democratic and 
Republican representatives, pre­
sents a program on c iv il l ib e r­
ties, c iv il r igh ts  and unem ­
ploym ent and concludes w ith  a 
s tirr in g  depiction of Am erica ’s 
socialist fu tu re .

The conference opened w ith  
a ra lly  F riday evening which 
heard addresses by sponsors of 
the movement, inc lud ing M u ­
rie l M cAvoy, R ichard DeHaan, 
Sidney G luck and Joyce Cow­
ley, SWP 1957 M ayora lty  can­
didate. Though not a member 
of the sponsoring committee 
Benjam in Davis was also in ­
v ited to speak.
V IN C E N T H A L L IN A N  
IS M A IN  SPEAKER

The p rinc ipa l speaker at the 
ra lly  was V incent H allinan, 
1952 Progressive P a rty  Presi­
dentia l candidate, who flew 
from  C alifo rn ia  to attend the 
conference. M r. H a llinan  was 
state chairman of the recent 
campaign in C a lifo rn ia  in be­
ha lf o f H olland Roberts, w e ll- 
known socialist educator, in his 
bid fo r election to the office of 
state superintendent of educa­
tion.

Hallinan warmly endorsed 
the conference aim of present­
ing a socialist alternative to 
the two capitalist parties and 
detailed the record of both 
major parties as servants of 
Big Business. A t the tame time

he excoriated the Communist 
party's policy of supporting the 
Democrats and their claim that 
to do otherwise would mean 
isolation from the labor move­
ment, He was vigorously ap­
plauded. Benjamin Davis w alk­
ed out during the speech.

A fte r H a llin a n ’s speech, S id­
ney G luck, of the presiding 
committee, expressed regret 
that he had attacked the CP’s 
policies at the pub lic  ra lly . The 
floor was then given to A rno ld  
Johnson who b itte r ly  assailed 
the speech as “ slanderous”  of 
his party.

He was followed by M u rry  
Weiss who declared: “ I th in k  
M r. H a llinan  has a r ig h t to his 
opinion. I th in k  the Com m un­
ist Party  has a fu ll r ig h t to 
its opinion. Not on ly — as our 
party has always said— in the 
face of the w itch -hun t, bu t in 
the gatherings o f the radical 
movement . . . For our part, 
we w ant everybody in— every 
member o f the Communist 
Party, every leader o f the Com­
m unist Party , together w ith  
the whole movement to put up 
a real socialist campaign against 
the capita lis t tickets.”  
PRESID ING CO M M ITTEE  
STATEM ENT

The next m orning the pre­
siding comm ittee presented a 
statement expressing r e g r e t  
tha t H a llinan  had stated his 
personal views about the CP 
and declared tha t it d id  not 
assume responsib ility  fo r  his 
statements, w hich do not “ help 
to bu ild  the u n ity  of purpose 
which is th is conference’s prim e 
objective.”

Two tables were set up by 
the door to the ha ll and any­
one who chose to could register 
before or at any tim e during  
the three-day conference. I f  
they gave a New Y o rk  state 
address and requested a voting 
credentia l they got it. The 
floor was open to a ll who chose 
to speak. The a b ility  of any 
tendency or idea to influence 
the conference was lim ite d  only 
by its a b ility  to get its  ad­
herents down, and hold them
through the debate.

*  *  »

There was hot discussion 
a fte r adjournm ent of the F r i­
day n ig h t session. “ I ’l l  never 
vote fo r H a llinan  again,”  said 
one grey-haired woman. “ He 
to ld  the tru th ,”  said another 

.qu ie tly , “ Someone had to say
i t  sooner or la te r.”

•  •  *

I  sat at the press table on 
Saturday when the resolution 
ca lling  fo r a socialist slate con­
testing the five top state offices 
was being debated. One repo rt­
er fo r a big New Y o rk  da ily  
said, “ This is the firs t tim e  I 
ever covered one of these 
th ings where the same th ing  
was being discussed on the
floor as in the back room.”

*  *  •

One m ilita n t, e lde rly  woman 
sat in  the fro n t row  throughout 
the debate of the five-candidate 
slate. W hen a few speakers 
sought to argue in a round 
about way fo r a policy of only 
one candidate, she w ould hold 
up her fingers and say audib ly, 
“ One or five, th a t’s w ha t we
w ant to know .”

•  » •

On the fina l day, delegate 
E lino r Fe rry  announced: “ I  re ­
ceived a long-distance call last 
n ight, from  England. I t  was 
H arold Davies. [A  le ft-w in g  
Labor Party  Member of Par­
liam ent] He said: ‘Have you 
learned to call each other com­
rade?’ I  said: ‘We’re try in g .’ 
He sends his warmest greet­
ings.”

« *  «

S pirits  were high du ring  the 
closing session. M u r ie l M cA voy

In  his policy speech to the 
delegates, Davis declared tha t 
he d idn ’t  th in k  the statement 
“ want fa r enough or su ffic ien t­
ly  repudiated the attack.”  He 
fu rth e r asserted tha t M u rry  
Weiss’ statement that “ Mr. H a l­
linan had the r ig h t to make 
such statements,”  meant tha t 
there wasn’t “ any hope fo r a 
real debate or figh t fo r a policy 
w hich we advocate or any hope 
fo r a compromise on some 
m in im um  basis.”

This assertion was thorough­
ly refuted by the debate that 
followed. During the seven-hour 
discussion on the issue of one 
or five candidates some 50 peo­
ple took the floor. A ll view­
points were presented, includ­
ing that of the CP, and a 
fraternal atmosphere prevailed 
throughout.

In  his statement on policy. 
Davis said tha t the Communist 
P arty  believes tha t “ the nom­
ination of a fu ll socialist ticke t 
. . . would be a narrow, sec­
ta rian  and prem ature move 
tha t w ould  isolate socialists 
from  labor and the Negro peo­
ple.”  He declared the CP " w il l  
not go along w ith  any policy 
tha t w ill place us in a clash 
w ith  the labor movement or 
the Negro people’s movement.”

S ho rtly  a fte rw ard  he and 
other top leaders of the CP 
le ft the conference floor and 
d id  not re tu rn . However, a 
num ber of th e ir supporters re­
mained and partic ipated in 1he 
deliberations.

Two main arguments were 
advanced fo r lim itin g  the ticket 
to one candidate. The firs t was

whose rem arks on the opening 
n igh t had been restrained, said: 
“ I  jus t d id n ’t  w ant to count the 
chickens before they hatched. 
B u t they hatched.”* * * * * «

The palm fo r w it  and' fo r 
lite ra ry  con tribu tion  to the 
conference unquestionably went 
to Dr. Annette  Rubenstein, 
member of the presiding com­
m ittee. As chairm an o f con­
ference sessions, as floor speak­
er in  behalf o f the fu l l  social­
is t slate and in  her presenta­
tion  of the d ra ft p la tfo rm , Dr. 
Rubenstein brought in  quota­
tions from  the B ib le , Shakes­
peare, M ilto n  and modern so­
c ia lis t poets. (Throughout the 
year, she teaches h igh ly  in ­
fo rm ative  classes on lite ra tu re .)

H er best w ittic ism  was the 
story o f the surgeon, the phy­
sicist and the cap ita lis t who 
debated as to whose was the 
oldest profession. The surgeon 
claimed i t  was his, fo r d idn ’t 
the B ib le  say tha t God created 
Eve by rem oving Adam ’s rib  
and wasn’t  th is an act o f su r­
gery? No, said the physicist, 
his profession was the oldest, 
for, according to the B ib le, on 
the firs t day God created order 
out of chaos, and wasn’t this 
the job  of a physicist? A h  yes, 
said the capita lis t. B u t who 
created chaos?

In  her concluding remarks, 
Annette R ubinstein said: “ They 
used to taun t us on the street 
corners w ith  ‘Radicals of the 
w orld  u n ite !’ That doesn’t sound
so bad anymore.”

*  « •

E lin o r Fe rry  took the m ike 
to close the fina l session saying: 
“ In England, when the radicals' 
in  the Labor P arty  finish a ses­
sion of figh ting  it  out on the 
floor of debate, they a ll jo in  
hands and sing a song tha t 
over here is called ‘M aryland 
M y M ary land ’ bu t over there 
is called ‘The Red Flag.' So 
le t’s a ll jo in  hands and sing 
‘S o lida rity  Forever.’ ”  Everyone 
jo ined hands and sang two 
choruses and a verse. Most peo­
ple knew the words by heart 
too, and they sang them  loud.

the contention tha t s ignificant 
support could be enlisted on 
immediate issues but that the 
workers are not ready to break 
w ith  the Democratic party  and 
that a fu ll socialist ticke t w ould 
stand in the way o f in fluenc­
ing them on the issues.

The second argum ent ad­
vanced .was y ia t since every­
body at the conference wanted 
m axim um  u n ity  of the radical 
movement it was necessary to 
find the most m in im a l basis fo r 
collaboration. L im it in g  t h e  
campaign to a candidate fo r 
U.S. Senator w ould  help to 
bring about u n ity , it  was a r­
gued.
. . . AND FOR F IV E

V ir tu a lly  no one at the con­
ference seemed convinced by 
the argum ent tha t runn ing  a 
single candidate d id  not mean 
left-handed support to H a rr i­
man. Speaker a fte r speaker 
s h a r p l y  assailed H arrim an ’s 
cold war. w itch -h u n t record 
and declared they would settle 
fo r no th ing less than socialist 
opposition to him . •

Some delegates bitterly re­
counted how the American La­
bor Party was scuttled to 
carry out the CP's "coalition" 
line of supporting "labor-en­
dorsed" capitalist politicians. 
Former supporters of this pol­
icy described their futile efforts 
to reach the workers by trying 
to function in Democratic 
parly clubs.

The delegates just w ou ldn 't 
buy the argum ent that runn ing 
a single candidate was the 
most, they should try  fo r as 
socialists. A veteran garment 
w orker concluded his appeal 
fo r a fu l l  socialist ticke t by 
observing " I t  seems to me this 
question of one or five that 
everyone’s ta lk in g  about is a 
foolish .question. We’re social­
ists. aren’t we? So we pu t up 
as many candidates as w e’ve 
got the money to.”

And the great m a jo rity  of the 
delegates registered th e ir agree­
ment when one independent 
declared: “ I f  the CP scuttles 
th is conference it can move 
over alongside the IW W  be­
cause that's where i t ’s headed.”

In  the debate on the amend­
ment to avoid decisive action 
by the convention, delegates 
reiterated tha t the best way of 
convincing the CP leaders to 
give up th e ir present position 
and support the movement was 
to firm ly  express the w il l  o f the 
conference. Several delegates 
insisted that many of the ir 
friends in the CP were sym ­
pathetic to the idea of a so­
c ia lis t ticke t and that i f  the 
conference w ent ahead the CP 
leadership w ould be under 
strong pressure to give it some 
k ind of support.

Dr. Annette Rubinstein said 
that deciding to run  the fu l l

slate in no way decreased the 
possib ility  of w inn ing  u n ity . I f  
five are nominated, she said, 
“ there is noth ing to prevent 
the Com m unist P arty  la te r from  
reaching a degree of u n ity  by 
endorsing our Senatorial can­
didate.”

A  num ber o f delegates told 
the conference that they were 
expressing not on ly th e ir own 
views but those o f friends and 
associates unable to attend. 
One delegate read a le tte r of 
support from  M ax Bedacht, 
long-tim e leader of the In te r­
national W orkers Order. The 
le tte r said in part: "Yes, the 
American workers lack readi­
ness for powerful independent 
political action. To create that 
readiness is the job of the rev­
olutionary socialists. They must 
do it with example, w ith edu­
cation through action, and 
with leadership. I f  we fa il to 
perform this duty we reduce 
socialism to the unenviable po­
sition of the capitalist Chris­
tian religion. You believe in 
it; you say its prayers; but you 
condemn all those who wailt 
to practice it."

Perhaps the most moving 
episode in the conference came 
when a B rook lyn  w o rke r with  
49 years devoted to the social­
ist cause to ld  how in the 1957 
p rim a ry  election he had follow­
ed the CP po licy and voted for 
Wagner. He then w ent home, 
he said and washed his hands 
to wash off the shame. (See 
Excerpts from  Debate, page 2.) 
H A IL  PLA TFO RM

Complete unan im ity  of the 
conference was registere d ift 
the adoption of the d ra ft plat-

From School 
Of Experience

Evoking hearty response 
from the audience were the 
following remarks made by 
a participant in the debate. 
" I Wish I  could say that I  
spoke for an organized group 
but I ’ve been investing my 
time in the Democratic 
clubs. And those of you who 
have had this experience, 
you know that you're spot­
ted as a progressive and 
they say, 'The envelope 
stuffing begins over there.' 
And that's all I've been able 
to do in the three Democra­
tic clubs in which I've held 
membership. So from now 
on in, if  I'm  going to stuff 
envelopes, they're going to 
carry a socialist message."

form . D u ring  the tw o-hour dis­
cussion, proposals were made 
fo r im prov ing  or adding to the 
various planks. B u t no t a 
single delegate challenged its 
clear-cut socialist line.

A fte r election of the continu­
ations committee, the conference 
heard closing rem arks by mem­
bers of the presiding com m it­
tee.

Henry Abrams told the con­
ference, " It seemed almost im ­
possible to get unify. But 1 
think we have achieved a good 
measure of unity and I  think  
more can be achieved."

Annette Rubinstein said she 
was “ happy w e’re in business.”  
She rem inded the audience o f 
the declaration by Debs th a f 
i t ’s better to vote fo r w hat you 
w ant and not get i t  than to 
vote fo r w hat you don’t w an t 
and get it.

John T. McManus asked the 
delegates i f  they “ realized how  
fa r we have come in tw o  
years.”  “ How Q u ixo tic  i t  w ou ld  
have seemed a year o r so agot”  
he said, “ tha t the Com m unist 
P arty , the Socialist W orkers 
Party , the Socialists and the 
independents w ould  be togeth­
er try in g  to reach m in im um  
agreement.”

On the floor and on thm 
platform, the delegates who 
had discussed and debaied for 
three days sang "Solidarity For­
ever" with fervor to close the 
conference.

A Special Buy!

Literature and Revolution
By Leon Trotsky

Previously $3.75 — Now $1.98
W riiten in 1924, this is a Marxist classic. I t  deals 

w ith  the attitude of the working class and its parly  
to art and artists after conquest of state power.

Pioneer Publishers
116 Universiy Place New York 3, N . Y.

Introductory Offer
A 6-Month Subscription 
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Conference Sidelights
----------------------- By William Bundy-------------------------

...N .Y . Socialists to Oppose 2-Party Rule
Clasping Hands in  S o lidarity



The Speed-Up Issue
Paradoxically, one of the major 

causes of the current crisis in Chrysler 
corporation plants organized by the U nit­
ed Auto Workers union (see story page 1) 
is the fact that the top leadership of the 
UAW has for years hamstrung the Gen­
eral Motors local unions in their fight 
against speed-up. Chrysler now insists on 
squeezing production workers as much 
as GM does. The near revolt this has 
created in the union’s Chrysler set-up can 
be' better understood in light of the fol­
lowing description of GM conditions ex­
cerpted from the May issue of the As­
sembler, official organ of New Jersey GM 
Local 595. The issue was published just 
before UAW contracts w ith the Big Three 
expired.

“ The corporation describes the pres­
ent contract as a fine document which 
has preserved labor peace. It is true that 
we haven’t had many disputes since 1955 
when the contract was signed. But is that 
to our benefit? GM doesn’t tell us in its 
letter that there were over 110,000 written 
grievances in 1957 and about 155,000 w rit­
ten grievances in 1956, under that con­
tract . . . .

“ In 1957 GM employed approximately 
350,000 workers who became union mem­
bers. This means that one out of every 
three employes ran into a situation at 
work which was bad enough to be w rit­
ten up as a grievance. Does that sound 
like labor peace? Yes it  was peaceful for

the company all right. They went right 
on producing and raking in tremendous 
profits while the poor lunk on the as­
sembly line waited as much as six months 
for the company to do something about 
his grievance.

“ No wonder Mr. Curtice (GM presi­
dent] likes the agreement! Without it, 
the 110,000 aggrieved employees wouldn’t 
have been so quiet when their rights 
were trampled on! Without it  he couldn’t 
require a man to work like two men until 
his grievance was settled. And without it, 
his foreman couldn’t ride an overworked 
employe until the worker Was provoked 
into losing his temper and found himself 
out the door!

“ We don’t need a continuation of the 
present agreement. We need a new and 
better agreement. We need an agreement 
that actually protects us from overbear­
ing foremen, not one that lets them pick 
on us while our grievance is being pro­
cessed . . . What we don’t need is the 
old agreement in which GM’s high-priced 
lawyers found the loop-holes before the 
books were even printed.

Unfortunately, Reuther’s policy of 
retreat in the face of the recession w ill 
not help GM workers fight speed-up, and 
they want to fight it. As the Assembler 
points out: “ Things were a lot tougher 
through the early history of our union, 
but we made terrific gains.”

W hat SWP Stands For
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY— 

WHAT IT IS — WHAT IT STANDS 
FOR. By Joseph Hansen. Pioneer Pub­
lishers. 54 pages. 25c.

This new pamphlet is much more 
than a presentation of the principles, 
aims and activities of the Socialist Work­
ers Party. I t  is a brief but precise pre­
sentation of the basic Marxist analysis of 
capitalist evils and of the socialist altern­
ative of planned production for use.

Socialist literature has supplied abun­
dant material exposing the war-depres­
sion alternatives of capitalism. There is 
a shortage of material explaining the 
potentials of planned economy. This 
pamphlet presents the capitalist system 
as it  appears in the United States and 
then goes further to give the reader a 
glimpse of what a socialist America would 
be like.

“ Picture our grimy, tenement-clut­
tered, smog-choked urban areas turned 
into clean, beautiful cities, filled w ith 
modern buildings, playgrounds, grass, 
pools, flowers and trees! That is only the 
beginning. The work week can be short­
ened as automation takes over the burden 
of labor . . . .  Workers can retire young 
enough to enjoy years of leisure. With 
life-time security guaranteed—an ample 
liv ing from cradle to grave—think how 
free and joyous life w ill become! Every­
one w ill be able to develop his talents to

the fullest, to contribute his best to the 
world.”

The real power that can bring such 
a society into being is the mass of the 
American workers and farmers. But how 
can they do this? The author takes up 
these questions in sections of the pamph­
let'dealing with “ Key to Success,” “ De­
velopment of Class Consciousness,” “ A 
Party of Action,” and “ Socialism and the 
Labor Movement.”

Life inside the Socialist Workers 
Party—internal discussion and democracy, 
educational work, branch m e e t i n g s ,  
finances, etc. — is explained in the last 
sections of the pamphlet. I t  closes with 
an appeal for everyone to join in the 
“ hard-hitting, inspiring life of a revolu­
tionary socialist . . . .  There is no better 
life  than participating to the best of your 
ability in the struggle for socialism.”

The author, Joseph Hansen, has de­
voted over two-and-a-half decades in the 
labor and socialist movement as a miner, 
a seaman and labor journalist. In 1946 he 
was SWP candidate for U.S. Senator in 
New York State. He is at present editor 
of the theoretical Marxist magazine, In­
ternational Socialist Review. His excel­
lent pamphlet should be added to your 
library. It is a fine introduction to social­
ist ideas. Order extra copies for your 
friends.

— Frances James

Worker's Bookshelf
SO C IA LIST ELECTION POL- 
IC Y  IN  1958. By James P. Can- 
non. 11 pages. 10c.

The reasons w hy united .so­
c ia lis t po litica l action is in d i­
cated now and the outlook fo r 
Am erican socialism. Discusses 
new  opportun ities opening up 
fo r  Am erican radicalism  and 
the h istorica l precedents fo r a 
un ited  socialist campaign.

*  •  *

A M ERICA 'S  ROAD TO SO­
C IA L IS M . By James P. Can­
non. 79 pages. 35c.

Presented in  simple, h igh ly  
readable form , th is pamphlet 
provides a searching analysis 
o f the s ituation of contem por­
a ry  Am erican capita lism , the 
prospects fo r  the socialist move­
m ent and a rem arkable fo re ­
cast o f w ha t Socialist Am erica 
w il l  look like .

•  » •

TH E  IW W — THE GREAT A N ­
T IC IP A T IO N . By James P. 
Cannon. 40 pages, 25c.

A  form er organizer fo r the 
IW W , Cannon shows how  tha t 
m ovem ent was a tra il blazer 
both fo r industria l unionism 
and revo lu tiona ry  socialism.

FASCISM AND BIG B U SI­
NESS. By Daniel Guerin. Long 
out of print. A very few copies 
still available at $4.

A  thorough scientific analysis 
of the social bases of fascism— 
draw n from  the experiences of 
German and Ita lia n  fascism. 
Shows under w hat conditions 
B ig Business finances the fas­
cist march to power and under 
w hat conditions the m iddle 
classes are attracted to the 
fascists.

•  •  *

FASCISM —  W H A T IT  IS  — 
HOW  TO F IG H T  IT . By Leon 
Trotsky. 48 pages. 15c.

This is a com pila tion of w r it ­
ings on the struggle against 
fascism in Germany, Spain,
France and the U nited States.

•  *  *

W H ITH ER  FRANCE? By Leon 
Trotsky. 160 pages, $2.50. (Very 
few copies left.)

A study of the w ork ing  class 
struggle against fascism and 
the road to socialism. Covers 
events in France from  1934- 
1936. The revo lu tionary  social­
ist line  is counterposed to the 
Com m unist P a rty ’s P o p u l a r

F ron t theory and practice and 
to Social-Democratic reform ism . 

• • •
THE LESSONS OF SPAIN  — 
THE LA ST W A R N IN G . By 
Leon Trotsky. 21 pages, 25c.

W ritte n  in December, 1937 
du ring  the c iv il w ar in Spain. 
This pam phlet, w hich discusses 
working-class strategy in the 
figh t against fascism, is espec­
ia lly  tim e ly  in v iew  of threats 
by French generals to launch 
a Franco-type a ttack on the 
French w o rk in g  class.

» •  •

H U N G A R IA N  TRAG EDY. By 
Peter Fryer. 96 pages, $1 (plus 
15c mailing charges).

Peter F rye r was special cor­
respondent of the London D a ily  
W orke r in  Budapest. H is dis­
patches te lling  the tru th  about 
the w orkers ’ uprising were sup­
pressed by the editor. This 
book is his eyewitness account. 

* • •
THE A LG ER IA N  R EVO LU ­
TIO N. By Messali Had). Presi­
dent A l g e r i a n  Nationalist 
Movement. 10c.

The h is to ry  and aims o f the 
A lgerian national independence 
revolution, w ritte n  by its most 
heroic figure.

*  •  •

THE D EVELO PM ENT OF THE  
M O N IST V IE W  OF H ISTO RY  
(IN  DEFENSE OF M A T E R I­
A LISM ). By G. V . Plekhanov. 
410 pages, $1.35.

Long unavailable in this 
country, th is b r ill ia n t study of 
the rise of m ateria lis t ph ilos­
ophy, b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  the 
French m ateria lists of the 18th 
C entury, is an unusual bargain 
at this price. Lenin said of it: 
“ A rem arkab ly logical and 
valuable exposition of d ia lectic ­
al m ateria lism .”

♦  *  *

O rder the above from  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N.Y.

A d v e rt i* e m rn t A d ve rtis e m e n t

•  Dulles "favors”  a test ban —  tru th  or hoax?

•  A fte r test cessation —  What?

Watch for

“ S u r v i v a l ”
The new, F IG H T IN G  weekly against missile 

madness —  fo r disarmament, relaxation, peace

Read “ SURVIVAL”  — Coming Soon
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Art Laurent
Art Laurent, a member of the Milwaukee branch of the 

Socialist Workers Party, was tound dead on June 3 of a heart 
attack in his cabin at Bay de Noc, Wisconsin, where he had 
gone on his annual Memorial Day fishing expedition.

Comrade Lau ren t was oa years old. He was a man of 
memorable and unique appearance and personality. He seemed 
a colossus — ta ll, heavy-set —  and since early manhood 
handicapped w ith  a wooden leg. He affected a grufTness of 
manner tha t in tim ida ted  people t i l l  they caught on to his con 
cealed gentleness, thoughtfulness, even shyness.

He spent his early years w ork ing  a fa rm  at Thorpe, W is­
consin, tak ing  on the responsib ility  le ft h im  by his fa th e r’s 
death, o f supporting a large fam ily . When his charges had 
grown old enough to sta rt on th e ir separate paths to becoming 
school teachers and professional men, A r t w ith  his wooden leg 
and his m ind fu l l  o f the radical, progressive trad itions, m i 
grated to the c ity. There he ra p id ly  schooled h im self in to  a 
re liab le  tool and die maker.

He lived  a stoical life , ha rd ly  touched by the ord inary 
pleasures and comforts. He held tha t everyone was obligated to 
labor —  and to th ink . He believed in  the r ig h t of everyone 
to the fu l l  social product of th e ir labor, but they must th in k  
and organize as socialists —  tha t is go beyond the credo of 
the In te rna tiona l Association o f Machinists to w hich he belonged.

Members o f the Socialist W orkers P arty  firs t met A r t at a 
Socialist Party  picnic in  1944 where they were c ircu la ting  
petitions on behalf o f the 18 SWPers and union leaders, im ­
prisoned a fte r the M inneapolis Labor T ria l, the firs t Sm ith  Act 
tr ia l in  America.

A rt admired the socialist integrity and anti-war stand of 
"the Minneapolis bunch," as he called them. Soon he subscribed 
to the M ilitant and in 1945 joined the Milwaukee branch of 
the SWP. Orderly in his habits, scrupulous in always bearing 
a full share of the party's financial burden, he had shortly 
before his death taken on the post of branch treasurer.

D uring  the he igh t of the w itch  hun t Comrade Laurent 
was active in  getting w orkers in  his shop to sign petitions fo r 
Senator M cC arthy ’s recall. One o f the last lunch-hour “ dis­
cussions”  w ith  the “ Republican”  tool and die makers at A. O. 
Sm ith  where he w orked reported ly  ended w ith  h im  roaring: 
“ I voted fo r F a rre ll Dobbs three times and w il l  continue to 
vote fo r him  because he’s the on ly  labor leader who knows 
anyth ing about the h is to ry  of th is country.”

Comrade Laurent embodied the grass-roots radicalism of 
which he was a native product. This most precious element 
in the American heritage, passed on to his comrades, strength­
ened and w ill continue to strengthen the Milwaukee branch 
and the SWP nationally. __ J ,  E. B.

Michigan Socialists Hit 
Democrats on Jobless

DETROIT, June 15 — Frank Lovell and Evelyn Sell, Socialist Workers Party can­
didates for governor and U.S. senator, opened their campaign at a dinner here last 
night at their campaign headquarters. 3737 Woodward Ave.

Lovell, speaking about un-4—------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -
employment, said, “ A ll our pol-

...Auto Ranks Rally
(Continued from Page 1) 

Reports are tha t some locals 
voted to pay up a year in  ad­
vance. A  St. Louis local reports 
tha t more than 1,000 members 
showed up to pay dues in  a 
single day.

There has been no request 
from  UAW  tops fo r a strike  
vote — ju s t the reverse, o ffic ia l 
po licy is to keep w o rk ing  un ­
t i l  the stockpile of 800,000 cars 
is depleted. W a lte r Reuther, 
head of the Union, to ld  a press 
conference, June 17, tha t he 
expects the contract to be 
signed in the nex t few months 
w ith o u t s tr ike  action. Yet, 
m a n y  union locals have gone 
ahead and taken votes au thor­
izing s trike  action by the union.

A  June 10 U AW  news re­
lease reports tha t the mem ber­
ship of U AW  Local 51, P ly ­
mouth D iv is ion  of the C hrysler 
Corporation, gave unanimous 
authorization to the officers of 
the local to take a s trike  vote.

C hrysler w orkers have broken 
out in to  m ilita n t opposition 
both to the company attacks 
since the contract expired and 
to the do-noth ing po licy  o f the 
U AW  leadership. A t a meeting 
of six hundred secondary lead­
ers on June 7, instructions by 
the in te rna tiona l union officers 
to stay on the job and accede 
to company demands were boo­
ed and denounced.

Book-a-Month
THEODORE WELD: 

CRUSADER FOR 
FREEDOM

By Benjamin P. Thomas 
307 pp.

Original Price $4.25 
Book-a-Monih Price $1 
(plus 15 cents postage) 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS  

116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

(Fo llow ing the P lym outh  L o ­
cal vote to authorize a strike  
vote, a U AW  release announced 
“ that President W alter P. Reu­
ther was personally assuming 
the d irectorship o f the C hrysler 
D epartm ent of the U AW  on an 
in te rim  basis.”  V ice-President 
Norman Matthews has been in 
charge of th is departm ent. O f­
fic ia l reason fo r the personal 
change was M atthew s’ poor 
health.)

Ford Local 325 at St. Louis 
and Local 551 a t Chicago have 
voted to strike  i f  and when the 
in te rnationa l union calls fo r a 
w a lkout. (June 13 W all St. 
Journal.)

The June 15 D e tro it Free 
Press reports, “ The GM  depart­
m ent reported Saturday that 
votes across the country so* far 
to ta l more than 90 percent in 
favo r of fu tu re  s tr ike  action if  
necessary. The same results 
are reported in a proportionate 
vote among Ford department 
locals.”

Carl Johnson — 
U A W  M ilitan t

Carl Johnson, one of Ihe 
early socialist builders of the 
United Auto Workers union 
died May 23. He was the 
father of Kermit Johnson, a 
key leader of the 1937 sit- 
down strikes in Flint, M ich­
igan. Searchlight, official or­
gan of UAW  Local 659 to 
which he belonged to his 
death, says: "When Social­
ism was made a dangerously 
disreputable word by the 
McCarthyites, Carl did not 
flinch or budge because he 
believed so firm ly in the ul­
timate victory of Truth . . . 
Farewell, brave warrior."

Ohio

Annual Picnic
SUNDAY, JUNE 29 — FROM 10 A.M.

Virginia Kendall Park
(On Rt. 359, off Rt. 8, near Akron)

Park in the hardtop picnic grounds parking lot, then 
cross the field to the grove marked "M ilitant Picnic." 

Bring your favorite basket lunch. No food w ill be sold. 
SOFT D RINK S, COFFEE and ICE CREAM  

W IL L  BE PROVIDED  
Favors for the children 

Baseball, Badminton . . , Games for A ll 
Contests and Prizes for' the Children

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Contribution: Adults, $1.00, children, 50 cents, 

payable to a member of the Picnic Committee

For further information, directions, or to arrange to 
get a ride or give someone else a lift, phone SW 1-1818 
Friday, 7 to 9 P.M.

itic ians have done is extend 
the pittance of the unemployed 
fo r 13 weeks, and in many 
cases, not even that. B u t that 
is not enough. We w ant jobs.” 
Love ll said tha t the answer to 
unem ploym ent now is the 
shorter w ork week w ith  no 
reduction in take-home pay. He 
said that i f  Governor W illiam s 
was the friend  of labor that he 
claims to be, he w ould in tro ­
duce a b ill fo r the 30-hour week 
at 40 hours pay.

On the issue of c iv il rights, 
Love ll accused Governor W il­
liams of hypocrisy in  not being 
c ritica l of the Democrats in  the 
South who deny Negroes the ir 
righ ts to education and equality. 
“ I don’t see how a man can 
call h im self a libe ra l and te ll 
people to vote fo r the Demo­
crats, the trad itiona l party  of 
J im  Crow ,”  Love ll said.

Evelyn Sell proposed tha t the 
vote be given to 18-year-olds, 
/saying, “ I f  they're old enough 
to figh t and die, they ’re old 
enough to vote.”  She proposed 
tha t a ll people be given the 
r ig h t to vote on the question 
of w ar or peace by national 
referendum. She also said tha t 
the Am erican people need a 
Labor Party.

Three more candidates were 
announced at this dinner. Larry  
Dolinski, for lieutenant gover­
nor; Rita Shaw, for attorney 
general, and Robert Himmel, 
for secretary of state. A ll three 
are trade unionists.

Spanish Sailors 
Refused Bail

LOS ANG ELES, June 16 — 
An appeal to the N in th  C ircu it 
C ourt of Appeals fo r the ir re ­
lease on bail has been denied 
to the F ive Spanish Sailors, 
who have been confined fo r 
nearly a year now at the U.S. 
Im m igra tion  Center at Chula 
Vista on the U.S.-Mexican bor­
der.

The five young men from  the 
Spanish N avy jum ped the ir 
ships last year in  order to seek 
po litica l asylum in Mexico. 
They have been w a iting  fo r a 
decision in  th e ir case since 
Dec. 9, when the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U nion argued 
in court tha t they w ould  be 
executed i f  returned to Franco’s 
Spain.

The court has been ^ ’severely 
c ritic ized ”  fo r the unusually 
long delay in  rendering de­
cision. This was adm itted at the 
June 6 bail hearing by Justice 
James Fee, w ho said the court 
was w a iting  to get a fu l l  agree­
ment on the case. He added 
tha t the delay was no t w a r­
ranted.

EVE LY N  SELL, Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
U.S. senator from Michigan and FRANK LO VELL, SWP 
candidate for governor of Michigan.

...Terror in Georgia
(Continued from Page 1) 

cording to C hie f of Police Lee, 
who says he was to ld by his 
in form ers among the Negroes, 
“ This boy made believe he had 
a shotgun. He aimed it at the 
policeman and shouted 'Bang’ !” 
For that he was thrown in jail. 
When his mother went to the 
police station, "She was carry­
ing on about her boy being 
locked up," says Chief Lee, 
"We put her in there to cool 
her down." Young Flagg was 
given a beating by the cops and 
fined $18 for disorderly conduct.

T e rre ll C ounty S heriff Z. T. 
Matthews and Police C hief Lee 
explain the series of shootings 
and beatings as caused by the 
Negroes’ "res is ting ”  a r r e s t .  
“ You know. Cap," S heriff M at­
thews nonetheless to ld  Wash­
ington Post reporte r Baker, 
“ there’s noth ing like  fear to 
keep niggers in line .” 

Background' to  the legal 
lynch ing  and police b ru ta lity  
is the determ ination to prevent 
Negroes from  reg istering and 
voting. Te rre ll County in 1956 
had 3,486 w h ite  voters and 105 
registered Negroes. Today only 
about 45 Negroes are s til l reg­
istered and they are not per­
m itted  to vote in  local elec­
tions. Because of Georgia’s no­
torious u n it system in ta lly in g  
votes fo r the Dcmocraticc p r i­
maries (the on ly elections 
there), sparsely populated T e r­
re ll County has tw o electoral 
units w h ile  A tlan ta  (population 
600,000) has on ly  six. 
'L ITER A C Y ' TESTS 

On A p r il 7 about 25 Negroes 
in Dawson attempted to regis­
ter. Many were teachers but 
none succeeded in passing the 
“ lite ra cy " tests. Sheriff Mat-

Local Directory
BOSTON

W o rk e rs  E d u ca tio n a l C enter, G a ins ­
borough  B ldg ., 295 H u n tin g to n  Ave.

B U F F A L O
M ili ta n t  F o ru m , 831 M a in  S t. 

C HICAG O
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 777 W. 

A dam s, D E  2-9730.

C L E V E L A N D
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  10609 Su­

p e rio r A ve., Room  301, S W  1-1818. 
Open F r id a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT
Eugene V . Debs H a ll,  3737 W o o d ­

w ard .

LOS A N G E LE S
F orum  H a ll and M odern  B ook Shop, 

1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9-4953 o r A N  3- 
1533. B ook Shop open M on. 7 -9  P .M .; 
W ed. 8 -10  P .M .; Sat. 12-6 P .M .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E ast Juneau A ve .

M IN N E A P O L IS
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 322 H en­

nepin A ve., 2nd flo o r. Open noon to 
6 P .M . d a ily  except Sundays.

N E W A R K
N ew ark  L a b o r F o ru m , Box 361. 

N ew ark , N. J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y
M il i ta n t  L a b o r Forum , 116 U n iv e r­

s ity  Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y
P.O. Box 341, B e rke ley  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M ili ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  and Cam ­

paign  H d q trs . S o c i a l i s t  W orke rs  
P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve .

SAN FR AN CISCO
The M ili ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., Rm . 4. 

Open W ed. 4-6 P .M .; Sat. 11 A .M . to  
3 P.M .

S E A T T L E
655 M a in  S t.. M U  2-7139. L ib ra ry ,  

bookstore . Classes every  F r id a y  eve­
n in g  a t 8 P .M . Open House fo llo w in g  
a t 10:30 P.M.

ST. L O U IS
F o r In fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4-7194

Calendar of Events
CHICAGO

“ K ing 's  Campaign F ro lic ." 
Free admission, free en te rta in ­
ment, free chance on a 1958 
T V  set. Saturday n igh t, June 
28, 777 W. Adams St. Proceeds 
to campaign to elect Rev. J. P. 
K in g  on the U nited Socialist 
T icket.

•
LOS ANGELES

S w im m ing Pool Party. S atu r­
day, June 28, 2-10 P.M. 2189 
N. A ltadena D rive, Altadena. 
Auspices: In te rna tiona l Socialist 
Review.

P H ILA D E L P H IA
June Festival, “ C lothes-line 

A r t  E x h ib it”  and Smorgasbord. 
A ll a rt entries welcomed. Sat­
urday, June 28, 8 P.M., M il i ­
tan t Labor Forum, 1303 W. 
G irard  Ave., Donation 50 cents. 
Unemployed free.

•
SEATTLE

“ Pacifism and Socialism.”  How 
can W orld W ar I I I  be p revent­
ed? Speaker: Richard Fraser.
Saturday, June 28. 8:15 P.M. 
655 Main Street. D inner and 
social hour fo llow ing . Public 
inv ited .

thews outlined his views as 
follows: “Well, Cap, I believe 
we ought to be strict about 
who votes. There isn't a nigger 
in Georgia who wouldn't take 
over if he could. They all want 
the power. The nigger .has pro­
gressed under our system and 
we sure wouldn't progress un­
der his. Isn't that right? I tell 
you this. Cap, all this agitation 
is the work of communists."

O ffic ia lly  there is no longer 
a curfew  fo r Negroes in Daw­
son. S heriff Matthews exp la in ­
ed: “ This [c ity ]  adm in istra tion  
d id n ’t see fit (o have one. B u t 
we need it. the way things are 
going. A  man who knows the 
nigger can te ll when dissatis­
faction is brew ing. Niggers up 
late at n igh t are suspicious.”
T H E Y  H EAR  THE NEWS'

Dawson Police C hief Lee said 
among other things: “ The n ig ­
ger resents every th ing  the 
w h ite  man has, a ll you've got, 
a ll I ’ve got. I ’ve noticed things 
have gotten worse since te le­
vision. They a ll got te levision 
sets up there and hear a ll the 
news over NBC and CBS, te l l­
ing what the Supreme C ourt 
has done and w hat the federal 
courts say and a ll about c iv il 
rights, and they begin th ink ing . 
We've had a lo t of trouble. 
We're going to have more of 
i t ”

The W ashington Post p rin ted  
its story about the situation in 
Dawson on June 8. It was re ­
p rin ted  by the New Y ork  Post 
on June 11 w ith  an ed ito ria l 
which posed the question: 
"How is it that the Associated 
Press didn't tell the country 
the whole story many days 
ago? The answer is that in 
many Southern areas the AP— 
and other wire services don't 
investigate such unpleasantness 
any more than Pravda exposes 
terror in the Russian province 
of Georgia."

As a m atte r of fact the N.Y. 
Post queried the AP  about the 
Dawson situation reported by 
the W ashington Post on ly to 
get a 360-word dispatch “ tha t 
consisted la rge ly of an ineffec­
tual attem pt to d iscredit the 
findings of the Washington re­
porte r." I t  was th is that de­
cided the N.Y. Post to re p rin t 
the orig ina l story in toto.

A fte r a closed meeting on 
June 10, the new federal C iv il 
R ights Commission (w hich has 
expended almost ha lf of its 
legal life  span w ith o u t doing 
anyth ing  but getting its per­
sonnel appointed) to ld the 
press tha t i t  had decided to 
p o s t p o n e  consideration of 
w hether it should investigate 
the s ituation reported in Daw­
son by the W ashington Post.

IN TEG R A TIO N  S U IT
In  West V irg in ia , the firs t 

court action since 1954 seeking 
to force desegregation of teach­
ers was filed in federal court 
in H untington  by a Negro 
p la in tiff.

San Francisco
FRANCE IN  CRISIS

"Why De Gaulle Came 
to Power"

Speaker: GEORGE LA V A N  
Staff Writer, The M ilitant 

Sat., June 28— 8:15 P.M. 
1145 Polk St.

Don. 50c 
Ausp:

Socialist Workers Party


