
United Socialist 
Ticket Wins New 
Sponsors in N. Y.

By Herman Chauka
NEW  YO R K, June 4 — A  large attendance is expected 

at the conference called to pu t a un ited independent- 
socialist ticke t on the New Y ork state ballot. The confer­
ence w il l  be held June 13, 14 and 15 at the Great N orthern 
Hotel in  New York.

The o rig ina l call fo r the conference was issued by  a group 
of prom inent ind iv idua ls  inc lud ing  independents and leaders 
and members of various organized socialist groups. I t  urged a 
campaign o f socialist opposition to the b i-partisan  policies of 
cold w ar, w itch  hunt and suppression of c iv il rights. 
---------------------------------------------------- ♦

Mich. Socialists 
Pick Candidates 
For ’58 Race

D ETR O IT, June 2 —  The 
state com m ittee of the Socialist 
W orkers Party, meeting here 
over the weekend, nominated 
an auto w orker and a clerica l 
w orker, both of D etro it, to head 
the P arty  ticke t in  the Novem ­
ber general election.

Named to run fo r governor 
was F rank Lovell, 2470 Loth- 
rop. a General Motors w orker. 
Love ll said that he was asking 
GM to grant him  a leave of 
absence in the fa ll so he can 
concentrate on his campaign. 
Mrs. Evelyn Sell, 3310 C ort­
land, mother of two, was chosen 
to run fo r the U.S. Senate in  
her firs t bid fo r office.

The Socialist W orkers p la t­
fo rm , endorsed by the state 
committee, w i l l  stress fou r ma­
jo r issues th is year — the ligh t 
fo r fu ll em ploym ent, peace, 
c iv il r igh ts  and c iv il liberties.

Specific measures proposed 
include a b ill amending the 
wages-hours law to provide a 
30-hour week at 40 hours pay, 
and to cut the arms budget so 
as to provide funds fo r a vast 
pub lic  w orks program.

Love ll said tha t the weaken­
ed position of the U AW  in cu r­
ren t negotiations w ith  the auto 
corporations results from  the 
fa ilu re  of the union leadership 
to advance the basic demand 
fo r the 30-hour week at 40 
hours pay. This demand w ould 
have gained the support of 

( C o n t in u e d  o n  Page 4 )

The conference call has now 
been mailed out to more than 
ten thousand people throughout 
the state, and the o rig ina l in i t i ­
ators of the movement have 
been joined by numerous add i­
tiona l sponsors. Among them 
are the noted artist, Rockwell 
K en t; James Aronson, ed ito r of 
the N ational G uardian; Captain 
Hugh Mulzac, m ilita n t c iv il 
rights fighter and f o r m e r  
Am erican Labor P arty  leader; 
E iino r Ferry  K irs te in , p ro m i­
nent c iv il liberties figure; Harry- 
Ring, associate ed itor o f the 
M ilita n t; B e rt Deck o f the 
Young Socialist A lliance : Otto 
Skottedal, a fo rm er leader of 
the Am erican Labor P a rty  in 
Long Island; and Steve G ra t­
tan, trade-unionist.
O R IG IN A L  SPONSORS

The o rig ina l sponsors inc lud ­
ed Dr. Corliss Lamont, W. E. B. 
Du Bois, Joyce Cowley, Russ 
N ixon, Dr. O tto Nathan and 
John T. McManus.

Sessions of the conference 
w il l  be held Friday. June 13, 8 
to 10:30 P.M.; Saturday, June 
14. 10 A.M . to 1 P.M. and 2 to 
5 P.M.; and Sunday, June 15. 
10 A.M . to 1 P.M. and 2 to 4 
P.M. P la tfo rm  Committee hear­
ings w il l  be held on F riday 
from  2:30 to 6 P.M. Delegates 
w il l  be registered F riday from  
2:30 to 8 P.M. A ll ind iv idua ls 
interested in  prom oting a united 
socialist ticke t are in v ite d  to 
register as delegates.

Sponsors of the movement 
report a g ra tify in g  response to 
the conference call. Thus fa r 
the on ly form al opposition reg­
istered to the pro ject has come 
from  the Communist P arty  
which made its opposition 
know n through an a rtic le  in  
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                  A n  Editorial 

The cave-in of the French Parliam ent and the impo­
sition of de G aulle as French prem ier under th reat of 
extending the a rm y ’s insurrection in A lge ria  to France 
poses a great p e ril fo r the French w o rk ing  class.

Beyond P arliam ent the insurgent generals in  A lgeria  
aim at the liberties and the organizations of the French 
w ork ing  class.

A n officer caste, in fu ria ted  by defeats handed it  by 
the national independence movement in  the colonies, 
wants to compel the French masses to work, sacrifice; die 
in its armies, and in general suffer obediently fo r its 
dreams of em pire and g lory. The generals, colonels and 
captains w ould not scruple to launch a bloodbath to 
accomplish th e ir purpose.

The French cap ita lis t class manipulates th is fu ry  to 
the end of in tens ify ing  its exp lo ita tion  of the French 
w ork ing  class and of the colonicl peoples it  s t i l l  holds in 
bondage.

A  Standing Threat
The th rea t of an invasion from  A lgeria  w il l  bo kept 

constantly before the French w ork ing  class and can be 
unleashed whenever the ru lin g  class th inks it propitious.

In the meantime, reactionaries and fascists — flush 
w ith  the tr iu m p h  over Parliam ent — w il l  endeavor, under 
de G aulle ’s protection, to bu ild  up the repressive appar­
atus at home.

In  its huge M ay 28 dem onstration in Paris, in  pa rtia l 
strikes and street clashes w ith  the police, the French 
w ork ing  class demonstrated its w il l  to figh t the fascist 
menace. I t  has heroic trad itions  of revo lu tiona ry  struggle. 
P roperly  organized i t  would be more than a match fo r 
the rabble of frustra ted  arm y officers and th e ir hangers-on.

B u t the workers are unarmed. T h e ir ranks are divided. 
The ir leadership is not m obiliz ing  fo r struggle but e ither 
backs de Gaulle (as in  the case of many “ Socialists” ) or 
pursues the goal of coalition government (as in the case 
of the CP leaders) w ith  the same type of cap ita lis t 
po litic ians tha t voted de G aulle to power.

This s ituation is enormously tem pting for the fascists. 
The workers must take im m ediate measures to correct it.

U nited action committees must be form ed everywhere 
to organize w orkers ’ m ilit ia s  fo r defense against invasion 
of France.

A  vigorous po litica l campaign must be opened against 
the w ar in A lgeria , designed to en lis t the sympathies of 
w ar-w eary draftees in the arm y in  A lge ria  and to ra lly  
the considerable an ti-w a r opposition at home.

Such a campaign, fu rtherm ore , would embolden the 
A lgerian nationalists to in tens ify  the ir revo lu tiona ry strug ­
gle and bu ild  a pow erfu l second fro n t against the fascist 
brass.

F ina lly , the w ork ing  class m ust unfo ld  a bold po litica l 
offensive fo r socialist solutions w hich can ra lly  the French 
people fo r w orkers ’ power as the a lte rna tive  to fascism.

NEW  YO R K, June 4 —  The 
Young Socialist A lliance, which 
has been conducting meetings 
and leaflet d is tribu tions outside 
various high schools here, is 
now vigorously pressing a free 
speech figh t in the face of a t­
tempts by some school officials 
and police to stifle the expres­
sion of socialist ideas.

Two members of the YSA 
were arrested yesterday, a lleg­
edly on the com plaint of the 
p rinc ipa l o f B ronx H igh School 
of Science, when they began a 
street corner meeting near the 
school. Police had been present 
at a YSA meeting at the same 
spot last week, but no arrests 
had taken place and a spirited 
discussion of socialism ensued. 
The speakers were warned 
then tha t “ there m igh t be 
troub le”  i f  they returned.
W IL L  RETURN

Yesterday 60 students had 
gathered around the portable 
speaker's stand when YSA cha ir­
man Richard DeHaan began 
the opening speech. “ We are 
here today to show w hat hap­
pens to free speech in  the c ity

Auto Ranks Show Will to Resist Companies
DETROIT, June 3 — Close 

to 5,000 members of United 
Auto W orkers Local 600 attend­
ed a beiween-shifls meeting 
outside the Ford R iver Rouge 
plant in  Dearborn yesterday. 
The demonstration, at h istoric 
Gate 4, scene of the "b a ttle  of 
the overpass" in  the organizing 
days,, backed union demands in 
the cu rren tly  stalled negotia­
tions between the UAW  and 
the three m ajor auto corpora­
tions, General Motors. Ford and 
Chrysler.

Local 600 president, Carl S tc l- 
lato, explained the top UAW  
leadership’s position on w o rk ­
ing w ith o u t a contract. (UAW  
members employed by the “ Big 
Three”  began w ork ing  this 
week w ithou t a union contract 
fo r the firs t tim e since a strike  
forced Ford to recognize the 
union in 1941.)
UNSURE ABO UT PO LIC Y

Stclla to  told the w orkers to 
perform  “ a fa ir  day's* w o rk " 
and not to provide the com­
pany w ith  any excuse fo r lock­
ing ou t the workers. The w o rk ­
ers showed a w illingness to act 
in a disciplined fashion but 
they arc unsure about w ha t to 
do. The top leadership has so 
fa r fa iled to provide the w o rk ­
ers w ith  any a lte rna tive  to ac­
cepting the corporation ’s idea 
of a “ fa ir  day’s w o rk ,”  and 
lha t may prove hum anly im ­
possible.

Most of the workers took a

w atch fu l a ttitude. “ The fe llows 
w ant a good contract,”  said 
one, "and w hatever R eulher’s 
got up his sleeve, we’re a ll be­
hind h im .”

But some thought the union 
should be preparing to meet 
provocations by the company. 
" A ll  we need." said an old- 
tim er, "is  John L. Lewis. A n y ­
body w ould be a fool to like  
w o rk ing  w ith o u t a contract. 
But you have to like  i t  when 
the company's got a rope 
around your neck and has you 
over a barrel at the same tim e."

That the rank  and file, given 
the slightest ind ication o f m il i ­
tan t leadership is w illin g  to 
figh t —  in w hatever manner is 
practical — was shown by th is 
demonstration and by another 
one w hich took place five days 
earlie r in fron t o f the general 
offices o f the Ford M otor com­
pany. These offices are located 
in  a large, pa rk -like  area that 
serves as the “ v is ito rs ' en­
trance”  to the Rouge plant. This 
area is the showplace of the 
Ford empire and its spotless 
bu ild ings and manicured grass 
arc miles away from  the g r itty  
approaches to the plant used 
da ily  by production workers.

Last Wednesday, th is sacred 
soil fe ll the tram p of produc­
tion w orkers ' feet as over 3,000 
unemployed Ford employes re­
sponded to the call o f Local 
600 to demonstrate lo r the ir 
demands. Many others could

not partic ipate  because of a 
lack of park ing  space. As i t  
was, cars lined both sides of 
the intersection o f M ichigan 
and Southfield in Dearborn fo r 
more than a m ile  in every d i­
rection — in some cases double- 
parked and trip le -pa rked  on 
the highways.
SIGNS BEAR DEM ANDS

Men and women, Negro and 
w hite , adults and ch ildren 
form ed the long line  of march. 
They carried placards ca lling 
fo r extension of Supplementary 
Unemploym ent Benefits, plant- 
w ide sen iority  and other de­
mands affecting employed as 
w e ll as unemployed workers. 
There can be l it t le  doubt that 
the corporation, w hich has been 
attem pting to use the 50-day 
supply of unsold cars to d rive  
a wedge between the workers 
and the union and between 
employed and unemployed, had 
second thoughts on the m atter 
a fte r tha t demonstration.

W hal was most g ra tify in g  
about the response was that it 
took place despite the pe ll-m e ll 
re treat of the top leadership of 
the UAW . This retreat began 
when Reuiher, w ithou t au th o ri­
zation of the rank and file, 
slated that the workers w ould 
be w illin g  to cut the ir demands 
in the negotiations if  the com­
panies w ould cut the price of 
the automobiles. The retreat 
took on speed when Reuiher 
unceremoniously dumped the

shorter w ork  week demand 
which had been adopted unan­
im ously by the last regular 
UAW  convention as the num ­
ber one bargain ing demand fo r 
1958.

The simple tru th  is tha t only 
such a demand (30 hours w ork 
fo r 40 hours pay) could help 
hea’d off the depression w hich 
was threatening even at the 
lim e Rcuthcr junked  it. I t  was 
fu rth e rm o re  a demand w hich 
invo lved a h is to ric  w ork ing  
class objective, and w hich could 
serve as an insp iring  and u n i­
fy ing  call to action fo r a ll sec­
tions of the w ork ing  class, em­
ployed and unemployed alike. 
As fo r the measly and danger­
ous substitu te fo r 30-for-40 — 
p ro fit sharing — nobody took 
it  seriously and even Reuther 
has stopped ta lk ing  about it. 
TOO MUCH TO HOPE?

V ic to ry  or defeat in  any 
s tr ike  or set o f negotiations de­
pends on m ilitancy  and the 
u n ity  of the w ork ing  class. I t  
is th is m ajor fact w hich the 
U AW  bureaucracy chooses to 
ignore, or has lost s ight of in 
its pan icky re treat before “ pub­
lic  op in ion" —  tha t is, the 
opinion of the bosses spread in 
headlines in the ir kept press. 
I t  seems too much to hope that 
the top UAW  leadership w il l  
open at least one ear to the 
clear message of the Ford dem­
onstrations w hich said in un­
m istakable language: “ We do

not w ish to re tre a t!”  Im agine 
the response of the ranks i f  
Reuther had held firm  to the 
mandate of the 1957 convention 
and seriously organized a fight 
fo i 30-for-40.

Even now it is not too late 
to take the offensive from the 
corporations. I f  a stock pile of 
cars makes a sim ple s tr ike  in ­
effective. there are other means: 
mass dem onstrations in fron t 
of all the “ Big Three" offices, 
or in Cadillac Square, fo r ex­
ample. A t the ve ry  least, im ­
mediate, detailed and careful 
preparation fo r the most m il i­
tan t k ind of action to counter a 
lockout is necessary in case the 
company makes good its threats 
in that d irection. This is the 
on ly safe, sane and sensible 
course. The a lte rna tive  is off- 
balance retreat, or the risk  of 
uncoordinated and isolated ac­
tions by w orkers pushed be­
yond endurance by speed-up 
and other company provocation.

I t  w il l  be d iff ic u lt fo r the top 
U AW  leadership to save face 
on th is  issue by saying, as they 
have done in the recent past in 
answer to rank-and-file  de­
mands, tha t they are afra id  the 
w orkers w on 't tu rn  out. The 
w orkers have shown the ir w i l l ­
ingness.
TR IPLE  A TTA C K

In the meantime, Ford, in a 
pattern identical to tha t of 
GM and Chrysler, continues its 

(C o n t in u e d  o n  Page 4 )

Majority 
Of People 
Are Opposed

B y  G eorge  L a v a n
JU N E 4 — Not w ith  a 

bang bu t w ith  a w him per, 
was the way cap ita lis t de­
mocracy ended in France on 
June 1, when the N ationa l 
Assembly fo rm a lly  “ accepted" 
Gen. de Gaulle as prem ier-d ic­
tator. A c tua lly  parliam ent had 
secretly surrendered three days 
before but continued to u tte r 
d im in ish ing  cries about "d e ­
fending the R epublic" out of 
fear that the workers m igh t on 
the ir own undertake to stop de 
Gaulle before he could be " le g ­
a lly "  given the power.

As Joseph C. Harsch, dean 
of Am erican fore ign correspon­
dents, w rote  from  Paris (C hris­
tian Science M onitor, M ay 28): 
“ F irst, there has at no tim e 
through th is two weeks of 
crisis or in the months w h ich  
preceded it been the slightest 
evidence that anyth ing ap­
proaching a m a jo rity  o f the 
French people desire th is 
change or believe in its assert­
ed ra tionale tha t Gen. de 
Gaulle is the real o r best an­
swer to the problems of France 
. . .  I t  has been an im position 
of the w il l  o f the armed forces 
upon a nation and a constitu­
tiona l system. I t  was imposed 
by the th reat of the bayonet.”

The manner in  w hich ‘‘the 
elected representatives o f the 
people”  overw he lm ing ly  handed 
over th e ir powers to an in d i­
vidual backed not by the peo­
ple but by a small m in o rity  
composed of m ilita ris ts , racist 
settlers in A lgeria, and small 
groups of semi-fascists and fas­
cists. is chronicled as fo llow s.
OPERATION F L IM F L A M

R ally ing  a ll except the ex­
treme reactionaries of pa rlia ­
ment behind his pledge not to 
give in to de Gaulle and the 
m ilita ris ts , P rem ier P flim lin  
won large votes of confidence 
(these included the votes of 
the Communist P arty  and So­
cial-Dem ocratic deputies.) F lim - 
flammed by the ir own parties' 
support of P flim lin  and his 
governm ent’s "im pregnable”  po­
sition according to the mathe­
matics of the old parliam entary 
game, the w orkers were lu lled  
to the imminence of the danger. 
W hy should they act when 
the ir parties were ro llin g  up 
such big votes in parliam ent 
against de Gaulle?

When P flim lin , w ith  CP and 
SP support, absolved the A l­
gerian generals for the ir acts, 
extended the ir police-state pow ­
ers against the A lgerian  people, 
sent them more money and 
troops, extended the d ra ft per­
iod of those soldiers serving 
under them,- fo rm a lly  voted the 
na tion ’s gra titude to the armed 
forces and its leaders, suspend­
ed all c iv il liberties in France, 
and started pushing through 
p a r l i a m e n t  the preparatory 
measures of dc Gaulle's pro­
gram to amend the constitu­
tion, the French w orkers grudg­
ing ly  accepted a ll th is as neces­
sary. perhaps clever, moves to 
stop de Gaulle. A fte r a ll were 
not the CP and SP deputies 
supporting it?
CORRUPT ‘SO C IA LIS TS ’

B ut P flim lin  was paving the 
way fo r dc Gaulle and secretly 
had met w ith  him  as had an 
unto ld  num ber of other p a rlia ­
m entary "defenders of democ­
racy.”  The deal was already 
w orked out and a fte r a 408-to- 
165 vote of confidence, P flim lin  
announced his resignation in  
de G aulle ’s favor. There ra p id ­
ly  fo llow ed a c a ll. from  the 
President of France, who is 
supposed to be im p a rtia l and 
above partisan politics, to de 
Gaulle and a threat to the as­
sembly that i f  it  d id not accept 
h im  France w ould have not 
only a resigned Prem ier bu t a 
resigned President at the same 
time.

The most disgraceful chapter 
(C o n t in u e d  o n  Page 2 )

T h e ir Threats P u t H im  In

Le ft: French Generals Salan 
and Massu review  paratroop­
ers in  A lgeria . Above: Gen­
eral de Gaulle, whom they 
imposed as d ic ta tor of France 
by means of threats to invade 
France.

De Gaulle Voted Dictator 
As Parliament Caves In
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Socialist Fund Ends 
On Time with 103 %

By Murry Weiss 
N ational Fund D rive  D irector

M A Y  31 — Today the spring $20,000 Socialist Expan­
sion Fund, conducted by the branches of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  fo r the last three months, came to a 
successful conclusion. Every single 
branch of the party  came through 
100% in fu ll and on tim e —  eight 
branches w ent over the top b rin g ­
ing the tota l collection to the figure 
of $20,678 or 103%. (See Score- 
board page 2.)

Those who fo llow ed the d rive  
in the M ilita n t from  week to week 
know thAt i t  wasn't an easy task.
From the beginning the Fund 
D rive  ran in to  the grave problem  
of mass layoffs and short w o rk ­
weeks cu tting  deeply in to  the
incomes of the membership of a 
w ork ing  class party.

The answer the party  mem ber­
ship and a ll the friends of the 
SWP gave to this problem was to 
redouble the ir efforts to raise
money ori the p rinc ip le  tha t the last 
place to cut is on contributions to 
the socialist cause. Obviously our 
comrades and friends reasoned: if  
Am erican capita lism  is proving the 
basic tru th  o f the socialist con­
tention tha t the system of private  
profit is a breeder of poverty, w ar 
drives, racism and w itch -hun ting , 
socialists should become more de­
term ined than ever to get the ir
v ita l message to the people.

This k ind of response to the 
challenge o f cap ita lis t depression 
is, in our opinion, a sign of a new 
v ita l ity  and a sp irit of optim ism  
that is spreading in the ranks of 
the socialist movement.

We started th is d rive  on March 
1 w ith  the idea that 1958 was a 
year of socialist oppo rtun ity ; a year 
fo r socialists to 
close ranks and 
bu ild  a common 
electoral f r o n t  
against the Big 
Business Repub­
lican and Demo­
cratic  parties; a 
year fo r social­
ists to make a 
tu rn  towards re­
bu ild in g  a m ove­
ment that w ill 
command an in ­
creasingly in flu ­
entia l place in 
t h e conscious­
ness of the w o rk ­
ing people in the unions, in the Negro people’s movement fo r 
fu ll equality, and in the grow ing movement fo r peace.

The results of the d rive  have on ly helped to confirm  our 
orig ina l estimate, and we th in k  the events of the rest of the 
year w il l  continue to add evidence tha t the long, hard w in te r 
of co ld-w ar reaction and its devastating effects on the radical 
movement is g iv ing  way to the spring of socialist resurgence.

N.Y. Young Socialists 
Fight For Free Speech

of New Y ork . We w an t to find 
out.”  A t tha t po in t tw o  police­
men hauled DeHaan and an­
other YSA member. Russell 
Jones, to a w a iting  police car. 
As he was taken away DeHaan 
yelled out: “ W e 'll be back." 
Both were booked on “ disor­
de rly  conduct”  charges and re­
leased on bail.

The W orkers Defense League 
is p rov id ing  legal aid to Ihe 
arrested youths on the basis 
of the defense of free speech.

News of the incident spread 
through the high school and 
became a popular topic o f con­
versation today. The YSA has 
called fo r a united ra lly  in de­
fense o f free speech at the 
same spot tom orrow . A YSA 
leaflet announcing the ra lly  
says in part:
ENFORCED SILENCE

“ O ur generation has been 
condemned as ‘s ilen t.’ Last 
Tuesday this ‘silence’ was en­
forced by police te rro r and in ­
tim idation. Do not a llow  this 
precedent to stand! Regardless 
of your own po litica l convic­
tions, unite to defend our com-

mon p o lit ica l r ig h t —  the r ig h t 
to speak . . . The school ad­
m in is tra tion  and the police 
have, in th is  case, abandoned 
all lega lity . Now we, speakers 
and audience alike, m ust un ite  
peacefully to preserve it. Act 
now fo r you r r ig h t to speak 
and hear w hatever ideas you 
choose!”

The offices of the Young So­
cialist A lliance are at 144 Sec­
ond Avenue in New Y ork  C ity. 

FREE SPEECH VIC TO RY
NEW YORK, June 5 — Sev­

eral hundred students attended 
a succesful street corner meet­
ing conducted by members ol 
the Young Socialist A lliance 
this afternoon outside Bronx 
Science H igh School. About 
ten police were present but did 
not try  to stop the meeting. 
YSA members and others spoke 
in defense of free speech and 
then a sp irited  discussion of 
socialism took place, w ith  s tu ­
dents —  both pro and con —  
taking the soap box at the in ­
v ita tion  of the Y SA  speakers.

French Workers 
Must Act Now
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Struggle for Power Opens in France
By John Thayer

Far from ringing down the 
final curtain, de Gaulle's cap­
ture of the premiership has 
only opened France's turbulent 
drama of social and political 
crisis in France. This emerges 
as the most important fact in 
the French situation and runs 
directly counter to several 
widespread outlooks on France 
which can only serve to dis­
orient the workers. These other 
views are (1) tha t fascism has 
a lready trium phed — which 
would mean that the French 
w o rk ing  class had suffered 
a de fin itive  d e f e a t  from 
which i t  could not recover 
for an extended period; and 
(2) the pollyanna optim ism  of 
those libera ls who now th in k  
that de Gaulle isn 't going to 
turn out as bad as expected and 
that after six months and some 
constitu tiona l changes “ norm al”  
cap ita lis t democracy w il l  re tu rn  
to France.

The M arx is t perspective of 
intensified class struggle in 
France finds independent con­
firm ation  in the th in k in g  o f its 
Class enemies. Thus the W all 
Street Journa l which, leaving 
mass propaganda (high-toned) 
to papers like  the N.Y. Times 
and (low-toned) to the gu tte r 
press lik e  the D a ily  News, tries 
to give its business executive 
readership the sober facts, leads 
o ff its Paris story (June 2) as 
fo llow s: “ De G aulle ’s v ic to ry
has not ended the struggle fo r 
power in  France, nor the 
struggle over policy.”  The a r t i­
cle foresees de G aulle ’s a t­
tempts to resolve the in te rcon­
nected problems of the A l­
gerian w ar and the financial 
crisis setting tw o hostile forces 
in to  m otion — the reactionary 
French colons in N orth  A frica  
and th e ir arm y cohorts ( in ­
fu ria ted  over accumulated m i l i ­
ta ry  defeats), on the one hand, 
and the French w ork ing  class 
on the other. The expected eco­
nom ic program of “ aus te rity ”  
i t  warns w ould em b itte r the 
w o rk in g  class and fu rn ish  an 
oppo rtun ity  fo r its m aking “ a 
b id fo r power.”
CRISIS OF EMPIRE

The French cap ita lis t class 
agreed to de G aulle ’s overth row  
of parliam entary government 
because i t  was incapable of 
getting French im peria lim  out 
of its b lind a lley. This impasse 
has resulted from  the w o rld ­
wide wave of colonial revo lu ­
tions. Since W orld W ar I I  
French im peria lism  has lost po­
litical contro l o f its  Mideast 
protectorates (Syria and Le ­
banon), Indo-China (the n o rth ­
ern h a lf lost economically as 
well as p o lit ica lly : in South 
Viet Nam, French po litica l dom­
ination replaced by U S . in ­
fluence), Tunisia and Morocco. 
Its joint counter-offensive with  
British imperialism by invading 
Egypt proved an unparalleled 
fiasco. For almost four years 
now it has sought vainly to 
put down the independence 
struggle in Algeria.

The decay of em pire and con­
sequent loss of super-profits has 
faced French c a p i t a l i s m  
w ith  crisis. I t  has on ly been 
able to wage its wars against 
the colonial peoples because of 
U.S. subsidies. Forseeing no 
French v ic to ry  in  A lgeria  and 
disturbed by its repercussions

among the A rab people of the 
Mideast w hich i t  is try in g  to 
b ring  under its own control, 
U.S. im peria lism  has threatened 
to stop arm ing and subsidizing 
the French arm y unless im ­
mediate steps toward a com­
promise settlem ent are under­
taken by Paris.
SEEK LOW ER WAGES

The prospect o f the loss of 
any of its economic and p o lit i­
cal priv ileges in A lge ria  in ­
furia tes the French interests 
there. A t the same tim e the 
French cap ita lis t class as a 
whole faces a fu tu re  of sharply 
d im in ished profits. The only 
way th e ir old level of profits 
could be m aintained w ould be 
by reducing the share o f the 
national income received by 
the French workers. B u t th is 
is impossible w h ile  the French 
workers have strong unions, po­
lit ica l parties, press, votes, etc.

Parliam ent, d e p e n d e n t  on 
votes, dared not undertake the 
drastic solutions required by 
French capita lism . B lackm ailed 
by the French interests in  A l ­
geria, i t  dared not make any 
moves to settle tha t hopeless 
war, which had become the 
bleeding sore of French po litico  
On the other hand the great 
size of the working class par­
ties and unions, though their 
leaderships kepi them from  
challenging French capitalism, 
made dangerous an all-out as­
sault on them.

Paralyzed, the French pa rlia ­
ment did nothing. Things con­
tinued by inertia . Cabinets 
rose and fe ll w ith  the same old 
discredited po litic ians o f the 
righ t, center and re fo rm is t le ft 
(Social-Democrats) p laying m u­
sical chairs in  new cabinet 
combinations. F in a lly  W ashing­
ton ’s pressure fo r an offer to 
buy off the A lgerian  na tiona l­
ists w ith  a few  reform s ra ther 
than actual independence be­
came irres is tib le . The P flim lin  
cabinet prepared to take a 
hesitant step in  tha t d irection. 
This was the signal fo r the 
long-prepared rio ts by the o r­
ganizations of the reactionary 
colons in  A lgeria  in  collusion 
w ith  arm y officers there. 
COMMON CAUSE

Though there are contrad ic­
tions between the narrow  in ­
terests of the section o f French 
capita lism  based in A lgeria  and 
the interests of the French cap­
ita lis t class as a’ whole, both 
made common cause in an as­
sault upon parliam entary gov­
ernment in  France. This was 
shown by the choice o f de 
Gaulle. De Gaulle represents 
not the A lgerian  colons, nor 
m erely the arm y brass. He acts 
fo r and has the closest ties 
w ith  the summits o f French 
capita lism  as a whole. That the 
p lo t was ne ither hasty nor 
hatched solely in N orth  A frica  
is now being da ily  confirmed.

A rem arkable artic le  in the 
sensation - shunning L o n d o n  
Times reveals tha t the p lot 
had years of p lanning and in ­
volved to va ry ing  degrees the 
M in is te r of Defense in the 
G a illa rd  m in is try , Robert La- 
coste, the Social-Democratic 
governor o f A lgeria  and other 
im portan t French politic ians. 
Four days before the A lg iers 
coup d ’etat Lucien N euw irth , a 
prom inent figure in  the present 
A lgerian  “ Committee of Public

City Quota Paid Percent

Denver ................ .........  $40 $66.00 165
Pittsburgh .......... ..........  10 12.00 165
San Francisco .........  440 510.00 116
Detroit .................. .........  825 918.00 111
Los Angeles ........ .........  4600 5000.00 109
South ................... .........  200 215.00 108
Oakland .............. .........  265 269.00 102
New York .......... .........  5000 5050.00 101
Allentown ............ .........  112 112.00 100
Boston ................... ........  600 600.00 100
Buffalo ..........  1500 1500.00 100
Chicago ................ .........  1716 1718.00 100
Cleveland ............ .........  750 750.00 100
Milwaukee .......... .........  300 301.00 100
Newark ................ .........  265 265.00 100
Philadelphia ...... .........  528 528.00 100
St. Louis ............ .........  80 80.00 100
Seattle .................. .........  550 550.00 100
Tw in Cities ........ .........  1742 1742.00 100
Youngstown ........ .........  300 300.00 100
General ................ .........  177 192.00 109

TO TA L ......... ......$20,000 $20,678.00 103

Los Angeles
Two-Day Festival of Nationalities 

•
Sat., June 21 from 5 P.M.

SALUTE TO YO U TH  N IG H T  
Featuring Guy Carawan, young folk singer; 

ballroom dancing lo B ill Riley's Combo 
•

Sun., June 22 from  11 A.M.
Music, food and dancing of all nations; art 

and craft exhibit of all nations; featuring an 8-piece 
Mariachi Orchestra.

•
330 Ford Blvd.

Adm ission 75 cents —  Students, 50 cents

Nature of Bonapartism
In  February 1934, events took place 

that were in many ways similar to the ones 
that have currently brought de Gaulle lo 
power. Then several thousand fascists and 
royalists, armed with revolvers, clubs and 
razors. Imposed upon the country the reac­
tionary government of Doumergue, under 
whose protection the fascist bands continued 
to grow and arm themselves. We reprint 
below Leon Trotsky's analysis of the Dou­
mergue government from his book, Whither 
France, as an aid in explaining the present 
character of the de Gaulle regime. — Ed.

In  France the movement from  democ­
racy toward Fascism is only in its first 
stage. Parliam ent exists, but it  no longer 
has the powers it once had and it w il l 
n^ver re trieve them. The parliam entary 
m a jo rity , m orta lly  frightened a fte r Febru­
ary 6, called to power Doumergue, the 
savior, the arb iter. His governm ent holds 
itse lf above Parliam ent. It bases itse lf not 
on the “ dem ocratica lly”  elected m a jo rity  
bu t d irec tly  and im m ediate ly upon the 
bureaucratic apparatus, the police and the 
arm y. This is precisely w hy Doumergue can 
pe rm it no lib e rty  fo r the c iv il servants or 
in general fo r employes of the state. He 
needs a docile and discip lined bureaucratic 
apparatus on whose sum m it he can m ain­
ta in h im self w ithou t danger of fa lling . The 
parliam entai-y m a jo rity , scared of the Fas­
cists and the “ common fro n t,"  is forced to 
bow before Doumergue.

A t the present tim e much is being 
w ritte n  about the forthcom ing “ re fo rm ”  of 
the C onstitu tion, on the r ig h t to dissolve 
the Chamber of Deputies, etc. A ll  these 
questions have only a ju r id ica l interest. In  
the po litica l sense, the question is already 
solved. . . . The appearance on the arena 
of armed Fascist bands has enabled finance 
capita l to raise itse lf above Parliam ent. In

this consists now the essence ol the French 
C onstitu tion. A ll else is illus ion , phrase­
ology or conscious dupery.

The preseqt role of Doumergue (like  
that of his possible successors, of the type 
of Tardieu) is noth ing new. It is a role 
analogous to that played, in ’ d ifferent c ir ­
cumstances, by Napoleon I and Napoleon 
II I .  The essence of Bonapartism  consists in 
th is: basing itse lf on the struggle of tw o 
camps, it  “ saves”  the “ nation”  w ith  the 
help of a bu reaucra tic -m ilita ry  dictatorship. 
Napoleon I represented the Bonapartism of 
the bourgeoisie's impetuous youth. The 
Bonapartism  of Napoleon I I I  developed 
when .the bourgeoisie was already s ligh tly  
bald. In  the person of Doumergue we meet 
the senile Bonapartism  of cap ita lis t decline.

The Doumergue Government represents 
the first step of the passage from  parlia - 
m entarianism  to Bonapartism. To keep his 
balance, Doumergue needs at his r igh t hand 
the Fascist and other bands w hich brought 
h im  to power. To demand of h im  that he 
dissolve the P a trio tic  Youth, the C ro ix de 
Feu, the Camelots ciu Roi, etc. — not on 
paper but in rea lity  — is to demand that 
he cut off the branch upon w hich ho rests.

Tem porary oscillations to one side or 
tlie  other are, of course, possible. Tints, a 
prem ature Fascist offensive m ight provoke 
a certa in sh ift to the “ L e ft"  at the top of 
the government. Doumergue w ould tem ­
p o ra rily  give way not to Tardieu but to 
H errio t. But in the first, place, no one has 
ever said that the Fascists would attem pt a 
prem ature coup d ’etat. Secondly, a tem por­
ary sh ift to the Le ft at the top w ould not 
change the general course of development. 
I t  would only postpone the showdown.

There is no longer any path back to a 
peaceful democracy. Events are leading in ­
ev itab ly  and irres is tib ly  to a conflic t be­
tween the p ro le taria t and Fascism. (From 
W h ithe r France, page 9)

Safety," had a priva te  confer­
ence w ith  Gen. de Gaulle. The 
conclusion is inescapable: a p lo t 
o f such duration and connec­
tions w ith  prom inent French 
po litic ians could on ly have been 
carried on w ith  the knowledge 
and consent o f the summits of 
French capitalism .

Thus the beginning of Ihe 
period of showdown between 
the classes in France has been 
announced not by the workers, 
who had been brought to a 
state of polilical passivity by 
the false policies of their lead­
ing organizations, but by the 
capitalists. Their announcement 
was in the form of a surprise 
attack on political democracy. 
I t  caught the w orkers off 
guard and succeeded. There is 
no po in t m in im iz ing  the de­
feat. An im portan t battle  has 
been lost. French capita lism  
now can govern by ukase 
rather than by passage of laws, 
The precedent of suspension of 
a ll c iv il libe rties  — by state 
of siege declaration — has been

set in France itself. The m il i­
ta ry  has been tremendously 
emboldened and has shed all 
pretense of responsib ility  to the 
country at large. A long w ith  
the police, i t  now gives personal 
fea lty to de Gaulle and as­
pires to the role of an inde­
pendent po litica l force.

W hether the p a r l i a m e n t ,  
which has been so contem ptu­
ously dismissed, returns at the 
end of six months or not is not 
the v ita l point. Even i f  de 
Gaulle, or his successor, per­
m its it to re tu rn  it yv ill have 
ceased to be the governing body 
of France by fact as w e ll as by 
changes of the constitu tion 
w hich w il l  legalize the actua lity  
of strong-man ru le  w ith  the 
customary p leb isc itary tr im ­
mings.
250,000 IN  PROTEST

But the surprise attack did 
awaken the French pro le taria t. 
That was the significance o f the 
11th hour protest parade of 
some 250,000 French workers 
(th is is the French police esti­

mate) in Paris on May 28. I t  
restored some o f the w orkers ’ 
lost confidence — the resu lt of 
w atching the m ilita r is ts  and 
French colons take over u n ­
impeded by the huge, yet im ­
potent, Communist Party, So­
cia lis t P arty  and the trade 
union federations.
This show of w orkers ’ strength 

also underlined the fact that 
de Gaulle was tak ing  power 
against the wishes of the m a­
jo r ity  of the French people. It 
makes labor the center o f a t­
traction  fo r all m iddle-class ele­
ments who do not wish to live  
under a bonapartist regime or 
under the fascism w hich  lu rks  
behind such a regime.

Rudely awakened: the w o rk ­
ing class must now prepare fo r 
the coming life -or-death  s trug­
gle, I t  must first prepare an 
active defense. The police and 
the arm y w il l  not defend it  — 
on the contrary, they . re now 
its unmasked enemies, i t  must 
defend itself. I t  must begin the 
selection, arm ing and tra in in g

of its defense un its  in every 
union and po litica l party. These 
w ill be the basis of the work­
ers' militia which alone can 
protect the working class if the 
generals launch their para­
troops and strikebreaking po­
lice. If  the workers prepare and 
realize lhal the ultimate stakes 
are fascism or workers' rule — 
Ihe active defense can in time 
pass over to the offensive.

'De Gaulle is starting off as 
the classical type of bonapartist 
ru ler, ‘ ihe self-proclaim ed sa­
v io r o f society who, dispensing 
w ith  democratic forms, rules 
by decree via the police, army 
and bureaucracy. A  bonapartist 
ru le r actua lly  balances on the 
antagonistic classes and to 
m ainta in  his balance and dem­
onstrate his “ im p a rt ia lity ” ac­
tu a lly  deals blows to both righ t 
and le ft. B u t being a capita lis t 
ru le r his blows to the le ft have 
much more force than those 
against the righ t. But such a 
regime today can be only tran ­
sitional. De Gaulle has long 
legs but they cannot forever 
spun the grow ing gap between 
the classes in France.

IT A L Y , G ERM ANY, SPAIN
A bonapartist regime in m od­

ern society w il l  e ither be over­
th row n by the w orkers or it 
w il l  be succeeded by a regime 
tha t resolves the s itua tion  by 
naked force — by physical de­
s truction of a ll organizations of 
the w ork ing  class. The name 
fo r such a regime is fascism. To 
accomplish its ends i t  must 
m obilize masses of the popula­
tion  to assault the w ork ing  
class. In  Ita ly  and Germany 
this was done by misdirecting 
ihe social fury of the ruined 
middle classes. In  Spain if was 
done by launching a military 
attack and mobilizing the mid­
dle classes in the course of the 
civil war.

The bonapartist regimes of 
Bruening, Von Papen and Von 
Schleicher were the immediate 
predecessors of H itle r. That is 
the great danger in France to ­
day. E ithe r de Gaulle him self 
may begin the bu ild ing  of a 
fascist mass movement or un­
der his protecting w ing, such 
movements w ith  the ir storm 
troops w il l  be b u ilt by others. 
O nly a m ilita n t, unequivocal 
program ol w orkers ' power — 
not of mere re tu rn  to the old 
discredited status quo ante — 
can un ite  the w ork ing , class and 
a ttrac t to i t  the middle-class 
masses. O nly th is can cut the 
ground out from beneath any 
fascist m ovem ent and over­
th ro w  the bonapartist regime. 
The attack launched by the 
French capitalist class of France 
has but two final outcomes — 
socialism or fascism.

. . . De Gaulle Becomes Dictator
(C ontinued  fro m  Pa^e 1) 

in the whole sordid affair was 
the revelation of the depths of 
corruption in the Socialist 
Party. Though French socialists 
knew that their right-wing 
leaders like Mollet were re­
formists and not revolution­
aries they had heretofore con­
sidered them at least solid sup­
porters of democracy. Indeed, 
rank-and-file socialists had been 
encouraged recently because 
Mollet had dumped Lacoste, the 
“Socialist" appointed Governor 
General of Algeria in 1946 who 
went over to the racists. But 
Mollet and other top social- 
democratic leaders including 
former President Auriol were 
secretly involved in bargaining 
with de Gaulle. They pul tre­
mendous pressure on the reluc­
tant socialist deputies to vote 
for de Gaulle and though not 
quite winning a majority (49- 
42) secured suspension of ihe 
bloc-voting practice lo permit 
the minority to vote for de 
Gaulle and Mollet lo accept his 
30 pieces of silver —  a seat in 
the general's cabinet beside 
Pflimlin.

The “Socialist” leaders long 
ago betrayed the principles of 
socialism. Today in France they 
have betrayed the most ele­
mentary principles of democra­
cy. This should cause tremen­
dous repercussions among rank- 
and-file socialists and lead to 
revolt against their scab lead­
ership or their regrouping with 
members of other parties who 
want to fight de Gaulle and 
the fascist danger in his wake. 
DECREE POWERS 

A fter voting de Gaulle in as 
premier on May 31, the assem­
bly quickly voted him the dic­
tatorial powers he demanded.

Donates to 
Socialist Fund

A garment worker in New 
York City contributed $10 lo 
the Socialist Expansion Fund 
with a get well message to 
James P. Cannon who is re­
covering from an eye opera­
tion in Los Angeles.

These include: power to ru le  | 
by decree fo r six months in 
w hich period the members of 
parliam ent are to g o  lose them ­
selves somewhere (w ith  fu ll 
pay, o f  course); and the power 
to d ra ft a new constitution, 
w ith o u t subm itting  it to par­
liament, and then presenting it 
fo r a national plebiscite to be 
conducted by himself.

The only h itch came on g iv ­
ing de Gaulle the r ig h t to draw  
up a new constitu tion w ithou t 
le ttin g  “ the elected represen­
tatives o f the people”  even 
have a say on it. A ttem pts to 
wheedle a concession on this 
brought a quick, b ru ta l re ­
sponse. Brandishing the threat 
of civil war at them, de Gaulle 
demanded they obey him im ­
mediately or he would resign. 
Parliament quickly caved in 
and to give him the three-fifths 
vote necessary for such a con­
stitutional change the social- 
democrats, who had voted 
against his becoming premier, 
this lime obligingly abstained 
from voting at all.

P arliam ent now has no con­
tro l over de Gaulle or the 
French governm ent. His cabinet 
is pure ly  advisory. Its members 
can resign or be dismissed 
w ith o u t any r e p e r c u s s i  on . 
France’s new bonapartist ru le r 
can consult it  or ignore it. I t ’s 
all up to him. Since de Gaulle 
plans to draw up his new con­
s titu tio n  and subm it i t  to a 
plebiscite in three months — a 
form  of procedure made in ­
famous in France by Napoleon 
I l l ’s use of i t  in  the 1850’s — 
the parliam ent w hich on June 
3 voted itse lf a compulsory six- 
month “ vacation”  in  a ll l ik e l i­
hood voted itse lf in to  ob liv ion .
WORKERS' RESISTANCE

A survey of the w orkers ’ re ­
sistance against de Gaulle 
shows the fo llow ing. Commu­
nist P arty  calls fo r action were 
half-hearted and so was the 
response, u n til the call fo r a 
one-day general s tr ike  on May 
27 by the CGT, the trade union 
federation led by the CP. The 
strike, however, was d isappoin t­
ing though there were some 
good spots as among the coal

P F L IM L IN

miners of the north  who re­
sponded about 80%.

The May 28 dem onstration in 
Paris m arked the awakening of 
the French w orkers to the 
danger. I t  was tremendous. Po­
lice statements, w hich a ll along 
tried to m in im ize  its size, fin a l­
ly  had to adm it to at least 
250,000. Its  success was due to 
the fact tha t Parisian w orkers 
w e r e  able uno ffic ia lly  to tu rn  
it  in to  a united fro n t demon­
stration, pa rticu la rly  of CGT 
w orkers and members of the 
social-demoeratic-Ied union fed­
eration, the Force Ouvriere.

Considerable credit for the 
success of this greatest demon­
stration in France since the 
1930's goes to ihe independent 
Federation of Teachers (FEN) 
which alone among French 
unions has not been split into 
dual CP and SP-dominated 
units. By maintaining complete 
internal democracy and free­
dom for all tendencies and 
groups within it, the FEN has 
not only kepi strong but won 
the respect of all French work­
ers.

In  addition to its role in  pro­
moting the May 28 demonstra­
tion, the FEN called a general 
s trike  of its members fo r May 
30. The union claims that 80% 
of the teachers walked out. In  
any case, the s tr ike  m ust be 
credited as a pow erfu l na tion ­

w ide demonstration. Further 
s tr ike  calls by the CGT again 
brought very d isappointing re ­
sults. The lesson is clear: 
French workers w ant to act to ­
gether, to overcome in action 
the sp lit o f th e ir unions into 
Communist, Socialist and C ath­
olic federations. 
C LU B -SW IN G IN G  COPS

On Sunday, June 1, a fte r de 
G aulle ’s investitu re  as prem ier, 
numerous demonstrations, re ­
ported by the press as in v o lv ­
ing 10,000, broke out in  Paris. 
I t  was at th is po in t tha t the 
20,000 steel-helmeted police, 
“ guard ing”  Paris under the 
state o f siege law  (passed w ith  
CP votes), swung in to  action, 
rushing from  spot to spot, 
cracking heads and arresting 
demonstrators.

On June 4 de Gaulle flew  to 
A lgeria. The semi-fascist o r­
ganizations of the French set­
tlers there and the m ilita ry  
clique around paratroop gen­
eral Massu made i t  clear that 
they were fa r  from  satisfied 
w ith  him . The w e ll-d irected  
cheering of the audiences was 
much louder fo r Jacques Sous- 
te lle , the conspirator whom 
P flim lin ’s state-of-siege police 
had allowed to “ escape”  to A l­
giers. Two unpopular members 
o f de G aulle ’s cabinet were 
fo rc ib ly  locked up du ring  the 
demonstration.

French liberals, who to cover 
up the ir se ll-out are now c la im ­
ing de Gaulle w il l  be a libe ra l 
d ictator, were dismayed by his 
rap id  re trea t on the key ques­
tion of A lg e ria ’s fu tu re . His 
speech avoided any formula­
tion of some sort of "dominion 
status" for Algeria, the only 
kind of compromise any of the 
nationalists might even con­
sider. Instead his words sound­
ed like the program of Sous- 
lelle-Massu. which would in ­
sure continuance of the war in 
Algeria.

BLUE CROSS
The Blue Cross Hospital Plan 

in  New Y ork  has applied fo r 
a 40% prem ium  increase. Last 
year the salary of the chairman 
of the board was h iked from  
$47,000 a year to $60,000.

M odel f o r  In su rg e n t Generals

Parading on the 19th anniversary of the triumph of 
Spanish fascism are Dictator Franco (left) and Arm y M in ­
ister Gen. Barroso. The controlled Spanish press rooted for 
de Gaulle throughout the French crisis. Le Pen. Biaggi, 
and Demarquet, leaders of small but vicious French fascist 
bands, have been received in Madrid by Franco.

United Front 
And Popular Front

The w o rk ing  class of France today faces a struggle 
w ith  fascism.. The collapse of the National Assembly, its 
abject submission to the insurrection  of the generals, the 
vote of d ic ta to ria l powers t<_4- 
de Gaulle, is the c lim ax of a 
long parliam entary crisis. U n­
der the protection of de G au lle ’s 
“ strong-m an”  rule, the fascist 
forces w il l  find i t  easier to 
m obilize fo r assault on the 
w orkers’ organizations, and fo r 
the ir d rive  to impose a to ta li­
tarian dictatorship.

Of urgent importance there­
fore is the question of program: 
how can the working class pre­
pare a victory against the fas­
cist menace? History has pro­
vided us with costly lessons in 
defeats — Italy, Germany and 
Spain. The false policies must 
not be repeated.

The mistakes of the German 
Communist P arty  have been 
generally recognized. B u t that 
does not mean that the correct 
conclusions have been drawn.
The German Com m unist Party  
proclaimed the Social Demo­
crats to be the m ain enemy of 
tlie  w ork ing  class and specific­
a lly  repudiated any united 
action w ith  the Social Demo­
cratic party  against tlie  Nazi 
neril. The CP pointed to the 
Social Democratic leaders' class- 
collaborationist alliances w ith  
cap ita lis t po litic ians w hich he lp­
ed prop the cap ita lis t order.
The SD bureaucrats were un­
questionably g u ilty  as charged 
of betraying w ork ing  class in ­
terests. In  addition, they too 
rejected united action of the 
tw o parties against the fascists, 
banking on supposed capita list 
allies to stem the fascist tide.
That was fu rth e r betrayal on
the ir part. B u t the Nazis were
s till the main enemy, and
united w o rk in g  class action 
was im perative.

A revo lu tionary  party  has to 
fight fo r such un ity . N a tu ra lly  
class - co llaboration ist leaders 
such as those that headed the 
Social Democratic P arty  w ill 
oppose. B u t the SD workers 
can understand the demand fo r 
un ity  and overcome th e ir lead­
ers’ opposition.
PEOPLE'S FRONT

M any viewed the po licy fo l­
lowed by the Communist Party 
in Spain in 1936 as a correction 
of the mistakes in Germany. 
D idn 't the Spanish Communists 
seek un ity? Yes. B u t from  
u ltra -le ftism  and sectarianism 
the CP swung w ild ly  to the 
righ t, un iting  w ith  Social Demo­
cratic  and Anarch ist leaders 
in an alliance w ith  a w ing  of 
the cap ita lis t class on a pro­
gram of uphold ing capita list 
democracy. The policy of the 
"people's front" restricted the 
workers lo the struggle for 
parliamentary democracy and 
deprived them of a social pro­
gram that could win the anti­
fascist war.

As a p a il o f the Spanish 
cap ita lis t governm ent, the Com­
m unist P arty  could not cham­
pion the peasant demand fo r 
land nor offer Morocco its in ­
dependence. As a result Franco 
gained peasant support and 
made Morocco a base fo r 
his counter-revo lu tionary oper­
ations.

Despite the heroic figh t of 
the Spanish workers, inc lud ing 
Communists, fascism won. U l­
tra -le ftism  in Germany gave 
H it le r  the v ic to ry. Opportunism  
in Spain enabled Franco to 
come to power.

In  addition, it  must be re­
membered that the Communist 
P a rty  has never made a serious 
analysis of the reasons fo r 
e ithe r defeat. In  both cases the 
v ic to ry  of fascism was exp la in ­
ed sim ply on the ground that

tlie  workers, confronted “ over­
w helm ing odds.” B u t it is pre­
cisely tlie  socialist program 
tha t can provide tlie  workers 
w ith  “ overw helm ing odds.”

W hat course is the French 
Com m unist Pai ty now  fo llo w ­
ing? The answer to th is ques­
tion is quite clear. It is the 
same policy that was fo llowed 
in Spain. II is the same po licy 
that tlie  Communist P arty  of 
France lias fo llowed all along 
— proposed collaboration w ith  
the capita lis t parties, subord i­
nating the w orkers ’ needs to 
tlie  needs of tlie  Communist 
Party  in its pu rsu it o f blocs in 
parliam ent.

This policy enabled tlie  capi- 
•ulists to retrain oovver a fte r 
the ir 1945 figh t w ith  the Nazis. 
It disarmed the workers and 
returned them to the drudgery 
o f fac to ry  life  w ith  none o f 
th e ir problems solved. This 
police le ft the deep-seated crisis 
o f French im peria lism  to cor­
rode a ll o f French society.
SAME AS IN  SPAIN

Recently, M. Scrv in  — a top 
French Com m unist P a rty  lead­
er — summed up th is people’s 
fro n t po licy in the fo llow ing  
way: “ We say tha t tlie  dilem m a 
today is not reaction, fas­
cism versus people's democracy 
and socialist revo lu tion but re­
action. fascism versus po litica l 
and national democracy on the 
in te rna l level as w e ll as the 
foreign leve l.”

The collapse of the French 
democratic government is evi­
dence of the bankruptcy of the 
old system of "political and 
national democracy." It  demon­
strates that France is in urgent 
need of socialist democracy as 
the only visible alternative to 
fascism.

But the Communist P arty  of 
France rejects th is a lternative. 
I t  refuses to see that m illions 
of m iddle class elements w il l  
be won to reactionary solutions 
if the w ork ing  class doesn’t o f­
fe r socialist ones. The CP con­
tinues along the same path.

As the old regime crumbles, 
the Communist P arty  shouts, 
“ Long live  tlie  old regim e!”  In  
th is d irection lies more fru s tra ­
tion and u ltim a te  defeat.

Is it w rong then 1o figh t fo r 
rights won under capita lis t de­
mocracy? Not at a ll. P o litica l 
freedom and tlie  righ ts  of the 
labor movement must be de­
fended against every attack. 
But/ th is fight must be waged 
in po litica l independence from  
the cap ita lis t class. T lie  w o rk ­
ers must be free to advance a 
program that can tru ly  resolve 
the crisis of France. For in ­
stance, the w orkers must lie 
free to solve the A lgerian “ prob­
lem ”  by g iv ing  the A lgerian  
people the ir national indepen­
dence.

Not subordination lo the lib ­
eral capitalists who collapse be­
fore the insurrection of fascist 
generals, but the united front 
of workers' organizations to de­
feat all immediate threats — 
this is the first task. In  the 
course of this struggle, the rev­
olutionary leadership and or­
ganizations w ill be forged that 
can take the power and end 
the crisis with a workers' gov­
ernment and a socialist France.

RECORD D IV ID E N D S
Despite the recession, in the 

first three months o f 1958, d iv i­
dends reached a record annual 
rate of more than $12 b illio n  
and personal interest payments 
soared to a peak rate of almost 
$20 b illion .

By Myra Tanner Weiss
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f o r  6 m o n th s .  C a n a d ia n : 
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m o n th s . B u n d le  o r d e rs :  5 

o r  m o re  c o p ie s  6c  e ach  in  
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c o u n tr ie s .
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E d i t o r :  D A N IE L  R O B E R T S  
B u s in e ss  M a n a g e r :  B E A T R IC E  A L L E N

S ig n e d  a r t ic le s  b y  c o n ­
t r ib u t o r s  do  n o t  n e c e s s a r ily  
re p re s e n t  th e  M i l i t a n t 's  
p o lic ie s .  T h e se  a re  e x p re s ­
sed in  i t s  e d i to r ia ls .

" E n te r e d  a s  se co n d  c la s s  
m a t te r  M a rc h  7. 1944 a t  th e  
P o s t O ff ic e  a t  N e w  Y o rk ,  
N .Y .,  u n d e r  th e  a c t  o f  
M arrch 3, 1 8 7 9 ."
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A  Discredited Method

The SWP and the Soviet 
Union—A  Court Record

(One dramatic refutation of the charge 
that the Socialist Workers Parly is "anti- 
Soviet (See editorial) is provided by the 
court record of the 1941 Smith Act prose­
cution of SWP leaders. In  the face of 
heavy witch-hunt pressure, the defendants 
utilized the trial to expound their pro- 
Soviet views. Following are excerpts from  
the examination of SWP National Chair­
man James P. Cannon by his attorney, 
Albert Goldman. — Ed.)

Q. W hat is the position of the P arty 
on the Soviet Union at present?

PROSECUTOR: I object to that, Your 
Honor.

THE COURT: He may answer that.
A : The characterization we make of 

the Soviet U nion as it is today, is of a 
w orkers ’ state, created by the revo lu tion 
of November 1917, distorted by the bad 
present regime, and even degenerated, 
bu t nevertheless re ta in ing  its basic char­
acter as a w orkers’ state, because it  is 
based on nationalized industry, and not 
on priva te  property.

Q: Now, w ha t is the position o f the 
P a rty  towards the defense of the Soviet 
Union, and why?

A : We are in favo r of defending the 
Soviet U nion against im peria lis t powers 
fo r the reason I ju s t gave, because we 
consider i t  a progressive development, as 
a w orkers ’ stale, tha t has nationalized 
industry  and has e lim inated priva te  capi­
ta lism  and landlord ism . That is the reason 
we defend it.

Q: That is, you consider the Russian 
or the Soviet State, a state based on the 
expropria tion  of p riva te  industry  from  the 
capitalists?

A : Yes, the operation of industry  as 
a nationalized industry.

Q: And you are defending tha t k ind  
o f a state?

A : Yes.
Q: Isn't it a fact tha t S ta lin  has k illed  

most a ll o f the so-called T ro tskyis ts  in  
Russia?

A : Yes. We are against S ta lin , bu t 
not against the Soviet form  o f industria l 
production.

The basic po litica l issue m otiva ting  
the Davis a ttack is pe rfec tly  clear. That 
issue is the Com m unist Party  po licy of 
supporting labor and libe ra l endorsed 
cap ita lis t po litic ians  as opposed to the 
po licy o f un ited socialist opposition to the 
m a jo r parties on an independent basis in 
order to fu r th e r socialist education and 
to help lay  the basis fo r the necessary 
development of independent po litica l ac­
tion by labor and the Negro people.

This is ce rta in ly  a serious po litica l 
difference, one tha t is and w i l l  continue 
to be vigorously debated throughout the 
radical movement. B u t th is  necessary dis­
cussion is on ly  obstructed by the smear 
tactic  employed by Davis. H is efforts to 
re fu te  the v iew po in t of people like  Cor­
liss Lam ont, W. E. B. Du Bois, Dr. Nathan 
and the others associated w ith  th is  com­
m ittee by try in g  to use the method of 
“ guilt-by-associa tion”  against them  is one 
that is proper to w itch-hunters  but u tte r ly  
im perm issib le  among socialists.

Regarding the charge tha t the SWP 
is “ anti-Sovie t,”  i t  is w e ll to reca ll tha t 
th is  falsehood sprang from  the arsenal of 
S ta lin ’s Moscow T ria ls  — tr ia ls  exposed 
by Khrushchev to be the foulest k ind  of 
frame-ups.

Opposition to anti-Sovie t elements is 
ce rta in ly  required. B u t i f  th is  were ac­
tu a lly  the basis of the CP attack, i t  is 
necessary to ask on w hat grounds i t  ju s t i­
fies its  po licy of ta ilin g  behind the union 
offic ia ldom  in support of such a tru ly  
anti-Sovie t po litican as G overnor H a rri- 
man whom Davis h im se lf is compelled to 
characterize as ho ld ing “ a reactionary cold 
w ar position.”

The SWP, on the other hand, is sup­
porting  the movement fo r a united social­
ist ticke t precisely because of its  deep 
conviction of the urgent need fo r social­
ists to combat the anti-Sovie t policies of 
both the Democratic and Republican par­
ties.

The assertion tha t the SWP has “ got­
ten in to  the inne r c irc le ”  of the united 
ticke t movement raises another serious 
question. This charge can on ly  be in te r­
preted as meaning tha t the Communist 
P a rty  favors the exclusion of the SWP 
from  united socialist activ ities. There is 
ce rta in ly  no other basis fo r tak ing  the 
charge seriously. The in itia to rs  of the 
united socialist ticke t movement took a 
firm  stand on the p rinc ip le  of non-exclu­
sion and urged the partic ipa tion  of a ll 
groups favoring  such a pro ject. The ir 
long, w e ll-know n pub lic  record is suffic­
ien t to re fu te  the a ttem pt to depict them 
as being led around by the SWP.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YORK
Debate: “ W hat Road O ut fo r 

France — De G aullism  or So­
cialism ?”  For De GaulliSm: 
W illiam  Rusher, Publisher of 
N ational Review. For Socialism: 
T im  W oh lfo rth , E d ito r Young 
Socialist. Chairm an: Saul K .
Padover, P rof, o f P o litica l Sci­
ence, New School fo r  Social 
Research. Thursday, June 19, 
8 P.M., H ote l G reat N orthern, 
118 W. 57th St.

•
P H ILA D E L P H IA

June Festiva l — Smorgas­
bord. Sat., June 21, 7:30 P.M. 
Enterta inm ent, G o o d  Food. 
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum , 
1303 G ira rd  Ave.

•
SEATTLE

Socia list W o r k e r s  P arty  
Spring Forum  Series No. 10. 
“ M urde r on Guam —  Legal 
Lynch ing  in  the A rm y.”  Speak­
er: Jay G. Sykes, Seattle C iv il 
L ibe rties  A tto rney. Sat., June 
14, 8:15 P.M. 655 M ain Street. 
Pub lic  Inv ited .

•
LOS ANGELES

“ The C r i s i s  in  France.”  
Speaker: M ilto n  A lv in . F riday, 
June 13, 8:15 P.M. a t Forum  
H all, 1702 East 4 th  St. Aus­
pices: In te rna tiona l Socialist
Review. Questions, discussion, 
refreshments.

Book-a-Month
THEODORE WELD: 

CRUSADER FOR 
FREEDOM

By Benjamin P. Thomas 
307 pp.

Original Price $4.25 
Book-a-Month Price $1 
(plus IS cents postage) 
PIONEER PUBLISHERS  

116 University Place 
New York 3. N, Y .

Significance of Adam C. Powell's Campaign
By Harry Ring

NEW  YORK — The state 
bosses of the Democratic and 
Republican parties are finding 
out that the Negro people of 
Harlem are in no mood to be 
pushed around. Efforts by top 
leaders of both machines to 
dump Adam Clayton Powell in 
his bid for reelection to Con­
gress from Harlem's 16th Dis­
trict have run into a grass- 
root revolt.

Im m edia te ly  a fte r Powell was 
read out o f the Democratic 
party  by Carm ine De Sapio, 
boss o f the Tammany H a ll m a­
chine, De Sapio’s Republican 
counterpart, Thomas J. Curran, 
rushed into p r in t to declare he 
wanted “ no p a rt”  of Powell. 
B u t an unprecedented act of 
defiance by Republican d is­
tr ic t leaders in  H arlem  forced 
through Republican nom ination 
of Powell over C urran ’s b itte r 
opposition.
REAL REASON  

Democratic chiefta ins are hav­
ing an even rougher time. W ith  
Powell under a Republican- 
rigged income ta x  evasion in ­
d ictm ent, they had decided this 
was a good tim e to get r id  of 
h im . The p re text they gave 
was his 1956 endorsement of 
Eisenhower, bu t the people of 
H arlem  almost in s tinc tive ly  put 
th e ir finger on the real reason 
—  the fact tha t Powell has in ­
sisted on in troduc ing  c iv il 
r igh ts  measures in  Congress 
tha t have been “ embarrassing”  
to the Democratic party bosses.

Anli-Tammany senlimenl in 
Harlem is now so strong lhal 
the Democrats had difficulty 
just in finding someone willing  
to run against Powell. Even 
Governor Harriman had to 
pitch in to find someone to 
make the race— a chore finally

taken on by City Councilman 
Earl Brown. Previously both 
Thurgood Marshall of the 
NAACP and the prominent 
Harlem clergyman. Rev. James 
Robinson, had refused the nom­
ination.

M arshall pleaded “ previous 
com m itm ents,”  bu t Robinson 
who ran unsuccessfully against 
Powell as a L ibera l party  can­
didate, was more candid. “ The 
Democratic leadership, both of 
Harlem  and th is c ity ,”  he said, 
“ seems to have ne ither fu lly  
understood nor a c c u r a t e l y  
gauged the basic po litica l a tt i­
tude, unspoken bu t deep re­
sentments and desires o f the 
people of H arlem .”
H A R LEM  POLL

The New Y ork  Post confirm ­
ed tha t Robinson knew w hat 
he was ta lk in g  about when it 
took a poll of 202 persons in 
the 16th D is tric t. O f the 145 
persons who had made up the ir 
m ind, 130 said they w ou ld  vote 
fo r Pow ell and 15 said they 
w ould vote fo r a candidate se­
lected by Tam m any to run 
against him.

Up to th is  point, m any of 
those who now recognize the 
real position of the Democratic 
party  on c iv il righ ts have not 
seen an effective a lte rna tive  to 
tha t pa rty  and have conse­
quently  shifted to the R epub li­
can column at the polls as the 
on ly avenue o f protest they 
saw open to them.

The present situation in H ar­
lem offered Powell a magnifi­
cent opportunity to provide a 
way out of the dilemma of 
choosing between two Jim-Crow  
outfits. I f  he had decided to 
fight for reelection as an inde­
pendent in opposition to both 
parties he would have blazed 
the trail for an independent

political movement of the Ne­
gro people capable of doing 
effective battle against the Jim 
Crow system and against the 
tw in-parly conspiracy to pre­
serve that system.

Instead, Powell has chosen to 
accept the Republican nom ina­
tion and to contend in the p r i­
maries fo r the Democratic and 
L ibe ra l nominations. He w il l  
undoubtedly argue th is decision 
was dictated by practical neces­
s ity  — tha t the w h ite  po litica l 
bosses have ganged up on him  
and tha t the essential th ing  is 
to get back in Congress where 
he can speak out fo r c iv il 
rights. But even viewed from  
an immediate, practical angle, 
there w ould have been every 
reason fo r an independent cam­
paign.
NO A D VA N TA G E

To begin w ith , there is no 
arguing the fact tha t both par­
ties have equally c rim ina l rec­
ords on c iv il rights. When he 
has so chosen, Pow ell has d r iv ­
en home this fact w ith  extreme 
eloquence. Furtherm ore, from  
the v iew po in t o f his e ffective­
ness in Congress, there is no 
advantage to being elected as 
a member of e ither party . The 
Democrats have already J im - 
Crowed him  off key committees 
by s tr ipp ing  h im  o f his senior­
ity , and i f  he came in to  the 
House as a Republican he w ould 
be w ithou t sen io rity  even i f  
they granted h im  regu la r o r­
ganization rights.

Even more im portan t, there 
is in  H arlem  today a grow ing 
revulsion against both parties, 
which P ow e ll’s candidacy can­
not surm ount. W hile  there are 
m any voters who w il l  support 
Powell regardless of party  des­
ignation, there are a great 
many others who w ould  ra lly

POW ELL

to his active support on ly  i f  he 
waged an independent cam­
paign.

Powell already has his own 
po litica l organization. I t  is prob­
ably the strongest organization 
in Harlem  today. The eruption 
of the long-sim m ering revolt 
against Tam m any leaves its 
Harlem  machine in crippled 
condition. The L ibera l party, 
w h ich  is help ing Tammany to 
gang-up on Powell, never 
amounted to much in H arlem  
and the Republican machine 
has been almost as weak. The 
state of the Republican and

L ibe ra l machines is indicated 
by the fact tha t tw o years ago 
Powell won 57,000 o f the 72,000 
votes cast in  the d is tr ic t run­
ning as a Democrat against the 
GOP and L ibera ls.
M O VE HELPS BROWN

In  his present fig h t against 
B row n, Pow ell w il l  not be 
strengthened by the Republican 
nom ination. Acceptance o f the 
nom ination ties one hand be­
hind his back, since it  prevents 
h im  from  exposing the equal 
respons ib ility  of both parties 
fo r J im  Crow. It  leaves Brown 
in a position to evade Powell's 
indictment of the Democratic 
record by pointing to the equal­
ly bad Republican record. I f  
Powell didn't have to take re­
sponsibility for the Republi­
cans, Brown would be in the 
position of trying to defend on 
its merits the completely inde­
fensible Democratic record.

Thus, w h ile  Pow ell’s race 
provides a ve ry  s ignificant ex­
pression o f the g row ing anti- 
Tam m any mood in the  com­
m un ity . the fac t th a t he has 
not taken the road of indepen­
dent struggle means th a t the 
job  of fu rth e r developing and 
concretizing tha t sentim ent re ­
mains to be done.

The po litica l experts are now 
measuring the Powell campaign 
in  terms o f how many votes it  
w il l sw ing to the Republican 
state ticke t. B u t the Negro peo­
ple are not confined' to  choos­
ing between the Democratic 
and Republican parties. I f  th * 
projected united socialist state 
ticket conducts a militant fight 
for civil rights it w ill offer ef­
fective means of action at the 
polls for those in the Negro 
community who are demon­
strating their desire for inde­
pendent political action.

Meet Chicago’s Socialist Candidate
By Fred Halstead

When the national elections 
are held next Nov. 4, the 
voters of Chicago's Second 
Congressional district w ill have 
a choice of three candidates. 
Two w ill be the traditional 
representatives of the Republi­
can and Democratic machines 
—  one an arch-reactionary, the 
other a supporter of the witch 
hunt. The th ird , Rev. Joseph P. 
K ing , is a socialist and a lead­
er in  the Negro C om m unity in 
the Second D is tric t. He is pas­
to r of the In te rnationa l Church 
and president of the W ashing­
ton Park Forum.

I  met Rev. K in g  when he 
came East last week fo r a 
speaking engagement. When I 
in terview ed h im  a fte r his 
speech, he to ld  me tha t the 
Washington Park Forum  often 
held large open-air meetings in 
a Chicago park and tha t he 
had been active in the Forum  
since i t  began 27 years ago. 
RESULT OF EXPERIENCE

I  asked Rev. K in g  how the 
Washington P ark Forum  had 
come to support an indepen­
dent socialist campaign in this 
election. He said the decision 
came as a result o f extensive 
discussions among the active 
members of the Forum  and of 
the experience o f m any years 
o f practica l w o rk  in the Second 
D is tric t, a m a jo rity  of whose 
residents are Negroes.

"We have been fighting the 
oppression of the Negro people 
in every way we could," he 
said. "There hasn't been a

(Continued from  Page 1) 
the June 3 W orke r by B enja­
m in  J. Davis, state chairm an of 
the CP and a top leader o f the 
party  na tiona lly .

E ntitled , “ N.Y. E lections and 
Independent A ction ,”  the a r t i­
cle aligns the CP w ith  the trade 
union offic ia ldom  in support of 
the Democratic Party . A t the 
same tim e it  subjects the move­
ment fo r a united socialist 
ticke t to an unscrupulous smear 
attack.

The a rtic le  asserts tha t “ the 
labor movement, w o rk in g  w ith  
its anti-m onopoly allies, has a 
chance to help shape the course 
of events w ith in  the tw o m ajor 
parties and w ith in  the L ibe ra l 
pa rty  . . .”
STAND ON H A R R IM A N

W hile  conceding th a t Gover­
nor H arrim an “ holds a reac­
tionary  co ld -w ar position,”  the 
artic le  declares: “ B u t note must 
be taken o f the fact tha t the 
labor movem ent tends to sup­
port h im  because of his m in im al 
though inadequate responsive­
ness on such issues as unem ­
p loym ent insurance and the 
elem entary r ig h t of the trade 
unions. This difference on the 
bread and bu tte r issues is an 
im portan t one between the two 
m a jo r parties . .

A fte r asserting tha t the p ro ­
jected united socialist ticke t 
represents “ w ith d ra w in g  from  
the p o lit ica l m ainstream ,”  Da-

REV. JOSEPH P. K IN G

single civil rights fight in the 
last ten years —  national or 
local — that the Forum hasn't 
gone into. Whenever there was 
an issue, the Forum took to the 
streets with sound cars, speech­
es, picket lines and collections 
for the victims.

“ In 1954, fo r example, when 
some people were burned a live 
in the State Street tenement 
fire, we not on ly put pressure 
on the au thorities fo r better 
housing and a chance to move 
out o f the ghetto, bu t we got 
homes fo r the survivors. We’ve 
done tha t in  every fire  case 
we’ve heard about. We were

vis attacks the comm ittee in  a 
fashion s trong ly rem iniscent of 
the type o f w itch  hun t to w hich 
the CP has been steadily sub­
jected by reaction.

Davis declares: “ Even on the 
question o f socialism about 
w hich they are supposedly 
united, there are many m otley 
and varied opinions ranging a ll 
the way to the so-called ‘social­
ism ’ o f the v ic ious ly  anti-So­
v ie t T rotskyis ts  of the Socialist 
W orkers Party . U nfortunate ly , 
despite the association o f sev­
eral fine people w ith  th is  group­
ing, the Trotskyis ts  have gotten 
in to  the inner c irc le  and are 
a ttem pting  to tu rn  i t  in to a 
replica of th e ir own narrow- 
sectarian and im potent fac tion .”

This attempted frame-up of 
the committee as "dupes" of 
"anti-Soviet Trotskyists" fol­
lows the pattern of the smear 
that Davis co-authored in 1957 
against the prominent radicals 
who endorsed the Socialist 
Workers ticket in the New  
York Mayoralty election.

W ritin g  in the Nov. 3 W o rk ­
er, Davis said: “ A  vote fo r the 
SWP is a vote tha t ob jective ly  
gives some measure of support 
to counter-revolutions. Some 
good progressives do not take 
th is su ffic ien tly  in to  account.”  
G U A RD IA N'S  REPLY

A t tha t tim e the CP smear 
attack was answered by an ed i­
torial in  the Nov. 11 National

active in  the T il! case too. D u r­
ing the M ontgom ery bus boy­
cott, we got together w ith  some 
union people and sent a dele­
gation to put pressure on the 
Chicago bus company, of w hich 
the M ontgom ery ou tfit is a 
subsidiary.

“ We found that even at the 
height of M cCarthyism , we 
were able to get real support 
in the C om m unity. When 
Claude L ig h tfo o t was in ja il 
on the Sm ith A ct ind ictm ent, 
we collected money fo r his de­
fense. We spoke fo r h im  and 
we had a place fo r him  to 
speak when he got out. When 
Paul Robeson couldn’t get a 
place to sing in Chicago, the 
Forum had tw o concerts fo r 
h im , and about 17.000 people 
attended each concert. The ou t­
door meetings of the Forum 
often a ttrac t one to tw o thous­
and people.”
QUESTION DEMOCRATS

“ In  a ll these fights we got. 
no help from  the Democrats 
and Republicans on c iv il rights 
o r economic issues except w hat 
we forced out o f them  by in ­
dependent action —  especially 
mass action. O ur strength is 
the support tha t people in the 
com m unity give us. These very 
people are beginning to seri­
ously question the Democratic 
pa rty  — not to mention the 
Republicans. We decided we 
had noth ing to gain from  te ll­
ing them they could get some­
th in g  out of cap ita lis t politics. 
For one th ing , they w on’t  be­
lieve it. For another, th a t’s not

Guardian. Com m enting on the 
CP’s support o f M ayor Wagner 
and condemnation o f those sup­
porting  the SWP, the Guardian 
editors declared: “ We m arvel, 
as at a fancy boxer protecting 
a glass jaw , at the facile logic 
w h ich  can anathematize a so­
c ia lis t campaign as not advanc­
ing the cause of socialism and 
in the same com bination can 
approve . . .  a ta ilis t campaign 
w hich hates socialism like  the 
dev il hates ho ly w ater.”

Davis’ 1957 attack was less 
an a ttem pt to pressure the 
G uardian editors and others 
who had endorsed the SWP 
ticke t than an e ffo rt to hold 
those Com m unist pa rty  mem­
bers in  line  who were opposed 
to supporting cap ita lis t candi­
dates and who intended to vote 
socialist. Despite the attack. 
Joyce Cowley, the SWP can­
didate for Mayor, and Eliza­
beth Gurley Flynn, CP candi­
date for City Council, polled 
almost identical voles in the 
district in which Miss Flynn 
was on the ballot.

Opposition to the pro-Dcm o- 
cratic pa rty  “ coa lition ”  line  is 
apparently even deeper in the 
CP today. W ritin g  in the May 
issue of P o litica l A ffa irs, James 
J. L im a  points out tha t there 
is “ w ith in  the ranks o f the 
P a rty  great u n c la rily  and dis­
u n ity  on how best to influence 
the political scene . . . There

the w ay we’ve gained what 
precious support they ’ve given 
us in the past.”

“ Aside from  the Forum ,”  I 
asked, “ who is supporting your 
candidacy?”

"We have a united socialist 
committee, which is running 
the campaign. ! i  includes peo­
ple from the Forum and from 
the Socialist Workers Party 
and a number of independent 
socialists and progressives —  
people like Dr. W illiam T. 
Baird, minister of the Essex 
Community Church and a 
former district leader of the 
Progressive Party, and Rev. 
Harold Hester of the Olivet 
Presbyterian Church.

“ The com m ittee sent an in ­
v ita tion  fo r the meeting which 
planned the campaign to every 
conceivable rad ica l o r progres­
sive organization. The state 
com m ittee of the Socialist 
P a rty  and the South Side Com­
munist, P arty  organization sent 
observers, but took no fu rth e r 
p u b lic .ac tion  that we know of. 
We in v ite  fu r th e r pa rtic ipa ­
tion .”

I  asked Rev. K in g  w hat he 
thought about the call fo r  a 
united independent socialist 
ticke t in New Y ork.

“ That was one o f the most 
tremendous steps fo rw ard  the 
le ft  has taken in years. The 
fact that New Y ork  is the po­
lit ic a l center of the country 
and that so many prom inent 
people there, people who have 
earned our respect, jo ined in

is also disagreement w ith  the 
coa lition concept o f our Party  
as w e ll as u n c la rity  in  regard 
to the meaning o f the concept.”

SO C IA LIST O PPO R TUN ITY
A  united socialist tic ke t in 

New Y o rk  w il l  provide a gold­
en oppo rtun ity  fo r a ll those 
who refuse to support cap ita l­
ist po litic ians to active ly  cam­
paign fo r a movem ent tha t can 
deepen socialist consciousness 
and help develop the necessary 
movement fo r independent po­
lit ica l action in the ranks of 
labor and the Negro people.

.The public le tte r from  the 
in it ia t in g  com m ittee of the 
m ovem ent put the issue th is 
w ay: “ A un ited Independent- 
Socialist ticke t in New Y ork  
State can provide the long- 
needed im petus fo r a re v iva l 
and re -inv igo ra tion  of indepen­
dent po litica l action . . . We 
believe tha t thousands of peo­
ple in  our state w ould ra lly  in 
support of such a campaign . . . 
We believe tha t th is  e ffo rt is 
necessary this year to introduce 
v ita l issues and prospects which 
w ould  otherw ise be absent from 
the po litica l argum ent in the 
fo rthcom ing elections. Further, 
i f  a m in im um  o f 50,000 votes 
can be won at the ba llo t box, 
an independent p o lit ica l med­
ium  of great, new significance 
can be given ba llo t status in 
our state fo r fu tu re  elections.”

th is step gave us a great boost 
out in Chicago. The people, I  
mean the rank-and-file  o f the 
Forum , fe lt te rrifica lly  en­
couraged."

I asked h im  i f  he had read 
the a rtic le  in the W orker where 
Ben Davis denounced the New 
Y ork  development.

“ Yes, I read it. They are just 
d r iv in g  people away from  the 
Com m unist P arty  w ith  tha t a t­
titude. Do they th in k  a ll those 
people in New Y o rk  don’t 
know  w hat they are doing? 
The cap ita lis t po litic ians are 
going to support th e ir class. 
The Negro people in the South 
know that. The people in my 
d is tr ic t are learn ing it. The 
experience of ou r petitioners 
lias been beyond m y own ex­
pectations.

CP RANKS
“ I t  has been m y experience 

that the ranks of the le ft, in ­
c lud ing the Com m unist Party, 
are keen on th is united social­
ist ticke t. W hy when I  an­
nounced m y decision to run  at 
a mass meeting in  Chicago, I  
was almost swept o ff my feet 
w ith  support. People brought 
up $93, and I  hadn’t  even 
started a collection. When 
somebody attacked me for tak­
ing the candidacy, one old 
tim e r — you m ight call him  
Mr. CP h im self because he has 
been such a staunch supporter 
fo r so long —  yelled out ‘any­
one who hurts  K ing , hurts me.’

"And recently I  attended a 
Paul Robeson concert in Chi­
cago. I  sat on the stage w ith  
Paul's other old friends from  
the city. When the meeting 
was over, many people from  
the audience told me they were 
with me in this campaign.

“ Oh, I  know the arguments. 
Before we began the campaign, 
some people came to plead 
w ith  me not to run fo r office. 
They said the packinghouse 
w orkers would vote fo r me and 
the Democrat, O ’Hara, m igh t 
lose. W ell, I helped organize 
the stockyards in  the th irties . 
And I  organized fo r the U nited 
E lectrica l W orkers fo r years. I  
was fired fo r union a c tiv ity  
many times. I ’ve a lways been 
a w orke r and I  make m y liv in g  
as one now. T ha t’s w hy  O’Hara 
won’ t get any help from  me — 
even backhanded help —  w h ile  
he votes to pu t D ix iecrats in  
Congressional committees and 
good unionists in ja il w ith  his 
w itch -h u n t laws.

“ L e t h im  lose votes. Congress 
won’t be any worse than it is 
now. But the unions w il l  be 
stronger i f  we te ll the w orkers 
this tru th : ‘The unions should 
help bu ild  a party  to fig h t for 
the em ancipation of the hum an 
race. The capita lists can’t  do 
tha t.’ In  the meantime, we're 
campaigning for Negro repre­
sentation in the Second Dis­
trict, which has never had a 
Negro Congressman, and for 
civil liberties and an end to 
w a r  preparations. Socialists 
everywhere can put pressure 
on the capitalists and educate 
the workers by getting together 
and running their own ticket,"

...N.Y. United Socialist Ticket Conference

The m ora l cred it of the leadership of 
the Com m unist P arty  w i l l  not be en­
hanced by the attack leveled by Ben 
Davis against the sponsors of the move­
m ent fo r a united socialist ticke t in New 
York. Davis sought to smear th is com­
m ittee  of respected rad ica l figures as 
dupes of the Socialist W orkers P arty

w hich he slanderously brands as a “ v ic ­
iously an ti-S ov ie t”  group tha t has w orm ­
ed its way in to  “ the inner c irc le ”  of the 
committee.

The committee, we trust, w i l l  answer 
fo r  itse lf th is  unw arranted attack against 
i t  and set fo rw ard  the read ily  available 
facts re fu ting  these assertions.

Conference Call
To Inaugurate a

United
Independent-Socialist

Electoral Ticket in 1958

June 13, 14, 15
"The people of our country are beginning to search 

for pathways to a better future. They have rallied in  
increasing numbers against repression. They have begun 
to roll back the evil known as McCarthyism and have 
scored signal victories in the courts for civil liberty. 
The Negro people have embarked on a great effort for 
full equality. Citizens of all walks of life  have joined 
in protest against the development and testing of nuclear 
weapons. Throughout the house of labor is heard the 
repeated demand for an independent political course. The 
forces for social change in our country are seeking a 
common meeting ground to present to the people of our 
country alternatives to a course of greed, brutalization 
and repression."

The above is from the original call sponsored by: 
Henry Abrams John T. McManus
Joyce Cowley Otto Nathan
Richard DeHaan Russ Nixon
W. E. B. DuBois Annette Rubenstein
Corliss Lamont Howard Selsam
Muriel McAvoy George Stryker

Registration Form
To N. Y . State Independent Political Conference:
Great Northern Hotel. 118 W. 57th St., New York 19, N.Y.

□  Please reg ister me as a delegate. Enclosed is $1 
reg istra tion  fee.

□  I  am con tribu ting  .......................  dollars to the success
of the conference.

□  I  gm w il lin g  to campaign active ly  fo r U N ITE D - 
IN D EPEN D EN T S O C IA LIS T  T IC K E T !

Name .....................................................................................................

Address .................... .......................................... ................................



The New Richard
t h e  MILITANT

When evaluating N ixon ’s recent South 
Am erican fiasco, i t  should be kept in  m ind 
tha t du ring  the past year, almost as much 
new sprin t has been wasted in  selling the 
U.S. public on the new, clean N ixon as on 
the “ clean”  bomb.

I t  was the new, statesmanlike, scrub- 
bed-up N ixon who was dispatched to re­
k ind le  a good neighbor po licy by a gov­
ernm ent tha t has fo r the past several 
years ignored the economic troubles of 
a ll South Am erica. In  place of policy, they 
got D ick and Pat.

N ixo n ’s presidentia l race was to be 
accelerated by stories of a resolute R ich­
ard (w ith  the ga llan t and photogenic Pat 
at his side) selling democracy in  the face 
of a few  Com m unist-led demonstrations. 
Dope stories of C IA  “ w arn ings”  began the 
bu ild-up. The “ new”  R ichard was to be 
a certified red-white-and-b lue hero. B u t 
the master planners forgot one th ing  — 
the people of South Am erica who have 
suffered under d ictators supported by the 
U.S.A.

South Am erica was to provide the 
veneer of statesman to his white-washing. 
N ixo n ’s tr ip  had no other purpose; he had 
no staff, and no a u th o rity  to negotiate 
loans or ta r if f  agreements. He was to 
smile, place wreaths, make well-rehearsed, 
im prom ptu  talks, and to so dazzle the 
L a tin  Am ericans they would forget th e ir

economic d ifficu lties . W ith  his sim ulated 
friendliness, tha t special s incerity  his own 
countrym en have come to know so w ell, 
plus Pat, w hat could go wrong?

W ell, eve ry th ing  w ent wrong. The 
sm all “ Com m unist”  opposition turned out 
to be popular demonstrations against U.S. 
pretenses and policies. The “ planners” 
goofed and they tr ied  to drown out tha t 
fact by beating the welcome-drums when 
the N ixons returned. B u t the spectacular 
staged in  W ashington w ith  school children 
and governm ent employes released from  
th e ir confin ing duties could do l i t t le  to 
overcome the spontaneous m anifestation 
of South Am erican anger at U.S. “ good 
neighbor”  policies.

That i t  was .Nixon and the policies he 
stands fo r tha t drew South Am erican ire 
was shown by the fact tha t the New York 
Ph ilharm on ic  Symphony Orchestra, con­
ducted by Leonard Bernstein, played be­
fore cheering crowds in  L im a, Peru, where 
N ixon was stoned. In  Caracas, where 
“ mobs”  smashed the V P ’s car, Bernstein, 
a few days earlier, was mobbed too — 
bu t by enthusiastic symphony aficionados.

Perhaps, next tim e the N ixons go 
abroad they should take th e ir dog Check­
ers along. This l i t t le  dog seemed to be an 
effective prop in  th is country in  1952 
when N ixon  had to exp la in  his financia l 
affa irs to the Am erican people.

"The Young Lions"
For the firs t tim e since W orld  W ar I I ,  

an Am erican movie presents a soldier in 
the Nazi arm y as a human being instead 
of a beast. This is a notable feature of the 
Young Lions cu rre n tly  showing through­
out the country. Because i t  depicts how 
C hristian, a Nazi officer in  W orld  W ar II ,  
becomes a pacifist, th is  movie belongs 
so lid ly  in the ranks of cu rren t an ti-w a r 
film s emanating from  H ollywood.

The sections of the film  po rtray ing  
an enemy soldier who w inds up as a 
spokesman fo r peace are w hat must have 
bothered Bosley C row ther of the Times 
when he wrote, “ The Young Lions is 
s trangely im positive  about to ta lita ria n  
aggression and a ll-ou t w ar.”

There should be no puzzle as to w hy 
H ollyw ood did not make a rabid, p a trio tic  
film  out of the Young Lions. H o llyw ood ’s 
m arkets abroad are of ever greater im ­
portance because of the pronounced de­
cline of movie-going dom estically. No 
theme has more appeal to people in fo r­
m e rly  war-devastated areas of the w orld  
than one tha t taps th e ir  an ti-w a r senti­
ments. In  th is  case the film  is pointed 
d ire c tly  at the West German market.

There were very few  Nazi sympa­
th izers le ft  in  Germ any when the w ar 
ended. The b ru ta lity  of the d ic ta torsh ip  
at home, the enormous to ll of casualties, 
the privations, the m ilita ry  reverses and 
the u tte r bankrup tcy of German im pe ria l­
ism —  a ll produced a mass revulsion 
against w ar tha t continues in  Germany 
today.

A  German w orke r drafted in to  H it ­
le r ’s armies, would, of course have pro­
vided the best representative of the re­
v o lt against Nazism. B u t inasmuch as 
d is illus ionm ent w ith  the Fascists was

nigh un iversa l in  Germ any, a represen­
ta tive  of the m iddle class, too, can serve 
to express these feelings. In  th is case, i t  
is a fo rm er ski ins truc to r, now of the 
officer caste, through whom the logic of a 
step by step re jection  of the Nazi war 
aims is portrayed.

P ride in id e n tify in g  h im se lf w ith  a 
reconstituted Germ any — H it le r ’s T h ird  
Reich — carries C hris tian  through at 
points when despair w ou ld  have k illed  
him . Thus when fleeing on a motorcycle 
from  chaos and- death, w ith  gunsmoke 
b low ing  in his face, C hris tian  m utters, 
“ I f  you don’t  keep a goal in  fro n t of you, 
you w i l l  go insane.”

B u t iden tifica tion  w ith  m ilita ry  ob­
jectives which demand a s tric t code of 
d iscip line lead also to passive and active 
partic ipa tion  in  a scries of incidents in ­
com patib le w ith  his human feeling.

The way he handles the conflict in 
the beginning is sharp ly illus tra ted  in  
one incident. When fra te rn iza tion  w ith  
some French patrio ts  and a German pho­
tographer ducking combat threatens to 
soften his hard-won sense of d iscipline, 
he tu rns them a ll in to the Nazi occupa­
tion  police. B u t i t  is a shattering  experi­
ence, and the succession of sequences 
showing the results of w ar — from  pro­
fiteering at home to the suicide of his 
superior officer who had been a self- 
styled model of imperviousness — cu l­
m inate in  C h ris tian ’s fina l break.

The other tw o young lions of the tit le  
are Americans whose most s ignificant 
struggle is against pre jud ice and na rrow ­
ness in  th e ir  own arm y barracks.

The movie is based on Irw in  Shaw’s 
novel of the same tit le , w ith  the character 
of C hristian en tire ly  recast.
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News Item: Speaking to the American Management Assn., on ''Selling Can Turn the 
Tide,'' Harry Bullis of General Mills said his firm w ill spend $24,000,000 for an adver­
tising campaign "sponsored by Wheaties . . . the kind of approach that w ill build America."

...Michigan Socialists. . . Auto 
Workers

(C o n t in u e d  f r o n t  Page 1 )  
three-pronged attack against 
the so lida rity  o f the workers. I t  
appeals to the unemployed, ask­
ing fo r an extension of the old 
contract so tha t “ conditions can 
be settled and men brought 
back to w o rk .’’ To those s till 
w ork ing , the company w rites 
in d iv id u a l le tters about the 
benefits tha t i t  supposedly 
granted of its  own free w il l  
and tha t i t  is w il lin g  to con­
tinue fo r tw o more years. Its 
th ird  approach is to d rive  back 
tow ard pre-union conditions un ­
der the no-contract situation. 
So far, i t  has on ly stopped the 
dues check-off, e lim inated the 
um pire in  grievances and cut 
down pay fo r union com m ittee­
men. B u t it  has already warned 
that i t  w ould shut down plants 
where management says there 
is a “ slowdow n," sabotage or 
other “ labor dispute.”

D ELIB ERA TE SPEED

W ashington D. C. School 
Board President W alte r N. To- 
b rine r stated tha t i f  W ashing­
ton had adopted a gradual ap­
proach to desegregation there 
w ould have been heated argu­
ments at each step of the way. 
B u t because the schools were 
desegregated prom ptly , “ oppo­
s ition d idn ’t  have tim e to de­
velop.”  From Southern School 
News, May 1958.

( C o n t in u e d  f r o m  Page 1 )  

every unemployed w o rke r and 
placed the U AW  in the fo re ­
fro n t o f the figh t to end unem­
ploym ent. One of the reasons 
Reuther fa iled to advance this 
demand is because of his close 
ties w ith  the Democratic Party, 
according to Love ll.

In  addition to the demand to 
cut arms spending, the Social­
ist Workers platform calls for 
an immediate end to atom-bomb 
tests and elimination of the 
trade barriers erected by this 
country against the Soviet 
Union, the Peoples' Republic of 
China and the countries of East­
ern Europe. Resumption of 
peaceful trade re lations w ith  
the peoples in  th is vast section 
of the w o rld  w ou ld  provide 
w ork  fo r many of the presently 
unemployed in th is country, 
Love ll said.

ATTACKS J IM  CROW

The Socialist W orkers p la t­
form  endorses fu l l  c iv il righ ts 
fo r the Negro people. “ The 
scandal o f L it t le  Rock fo llow s 
Am erican ambassadors to every 
country of the w orld . B u t l it t le  
is heard about segregation in 
the D e tro it school system which 
exists and is m ainta ined on the 
basis o f neighborhood segrega­
tion  patterns,”  Mrs. Sell charg­
ed.

The Socialist W orkers P arty  
has also consistently campaign­
ed against the attack on c iv il 
liberties in  th is country, d i­
recting its fire  against the late

Senator M cC arthy and his im i­
tators. I t  hailed the recent ex­
posure of the FB I by the C leve­
land indus tria lis t, Cyrus Eaton. 
The SWP charges tha t the F B I 
operates as a po litica l police, 
violates laws, ignores tra d itio n ­
al c iv il liberties, and has done 
more to destroy freedom in th is 
country than any other single 
agency.

The Socialist Workers Party 
w ill advocate the labor move­
ment's break with both capital­
ist parties and the formation 
of a labor party aiming at the 
establishment of a workers and 
farmers government.

A  state convention of the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  w il l  be 
held in  the fa ll to  ra t ify  the 
p la tfo rm  and select other can­
didates fo r state office.

"C IV IL IZ A T IO N "

The physician at the C ity  
Ja il in  B rooklyn , N. Y., re ­
signed June 3. branding the 
prison “ a disgrace to c iv iliz a ­
tio n ." He reported he had to 
examine an average of 100 men 
da ily  in  tin y , jammed cells 
w ith o u t a centra l exam ination 
room or exam in ing equipment.

LET 'EM  EAT CAKE?

A  quarte r of a ton of cake 
was baked fo r a b irthday  party  
fo r the w ife  o f Governor W il­
liam s of M ichigan. Contents in ­
cluded 500 eggs, 100 pounds of 
sugar, 75 pounds of bu tte r and 
15 pounds of cream.

"I Hope I Never See You A gain"
By Theodore Kovalesky
I t  happened on one of those 

weekends.
Since Connie had to trave l so 

fa r  to see Ralph she always 
stayed over and came on both 
v is itin g  days. I t  was always the 
same. Ralph was delighted. The 
loneliness o f the past weeks, 
the stifled desperation of im ­
prisonm ent, the hunger fo r 
smiles, laughter, k ind  words, 
fo r  the ve ry  sight o f someone 
from  the past, from  “ outside”  
a ll worked up in to  a sort o f 
explosion. Ralph and his mother 
ta lked fast, in te rrup ted  each 
other, laughed qu ick ly , nervous­
ly , and sw itched from  one sub­
jec t to another, leaving sen­
tences, t h o u g h t s  unfinished. 
There was so much to say, and 
so l it t le  tim e in w hich to say it.

B u t then i t  w ould change. 
The th in  cu rren t of hysteria 
w ould  fade from  the laughter. 
T a lk  w ould be quieter. There 
w ould  be pauses. And Ralph

Mountain Spring 
Children’s Camp

RD #1, Washington, N. J. 
(near New York and Phila.)

Boys and Girls Six to 13.

$32.50 per week includes 
everything. Seven weeks 
starting July 7. Send for 
leaflet to: Mrs. C. F. Weiss- 
man, 325 East 17th St., New 
York 3, N. Y. OR telephone 
OR 5-1756 (N.Y.C.) between 
6 and 9 P.M.

w ould g row  silent, moody. Two 
more years stretched out be­
fore h im  like  a stra igh t tree­
less gray road tapering to a 
d im  horizon where i t  disap­
peared to the eye although the 
bra in  knew  i t  extended on in to 
inv is ib le  distance. I t  was good 
to see Connie. He had needed 
her. B u t she was from  “ out 
there,”  where he could not go. 
F ina lly , in  pain, he w ould say, 
“ Mom, go home!”  . . . and she 
w ould  go.

It  was, as I said, on one of 
those weekends. Connie ap­
proached the prison in lime to 
see an old car driven up to 
the gate. A middle-aged white 
woman got out, smiled pleas­
antly at the younger Negro 
driving the car and was ad­
mitted by the guard.

Connie was not a t a ll p re­
judiced, b u t she was curious. 
A fte r all, a man had a r ig h t to 
d rive  any woman around, but 
fo r ju s t w hat reason, she w on­
dered, w ould he be d riv in g  a 
white woman around? A nd w hy 
w ould he be d riv in g  her to the 
prison?

So when R alph’s jaw  muscles 
tightened into v is ib le  lumps, 
when he turned away his face 
and said, “ Mom, go home,”  
when she tu rned from  him  
w ith  a gay goodbye, an aching 
th roa t and the pressure of im ­
m inen t tears around her eyes, 
when she was passed through 
the gate by the ind iffe ren t w h ite  
guard, and when the man, see­
ing her standing at the road­
side, m iserable and indecisive, 
offered her a l i f t  to the station, 
she was glad. She fe lt her 
cu rios ity  ris ing  again and was 
pleased that i t  m igh t be satis­
fied.

| W ith  the directness tha t 
makes Connie one of the most 

I fascinating women I have met, 
she sm ilin g ly  asked him , “ What 
were you doing w ith  tha t w h ite  
woman?”

“ T ha t’s a long story,”  the 
man replied seriously. “ I  come 
from  A labam a,”  h e  b e g a n .  
“ W orked on a farm , never 
knew much about anyth ing  else. 
You know  the way i t  is. . .”

“ I  know ," Connie answered. 
“ I  was born in the north , but 
m y fo lks  came up.”

"W e ll, an uncle o f m ine w rote  to 
me to come up and go to w ork 
in  a l it t le  fu rn itu re  factory 
where he worked. I d id n 't come 
r ig h t off. I studied a w h ile  
should I come or not. B u t then 
I  came.

“ When I got there — i t  was 
a l it t le  tow n outside o f New 
Y ork — I w ent r ig h t to the 
factory. R igh t off the farm  
dow n there, I d id n 't know  any­
thing, you know. . .”

“ I know .”
“ W ell, I got to the factory, 

and there were a lo t of men 
w a lk ing  around in a circle. So 
I w ent past them to go in, bu t 
they grabbed me and started 
beating me up. I rem ember I 
was th ink ing  I never had a 
bunch of w h ite  men jum p  on 
me lik e  tha t ju s t fo r noth ing 
down in Alabama and I should 
have stayed there, but then 
one w h ite  man came over 
and made them stop. He took 
me off to the side and asked 
me, 'Do you know w hat a scab 
is?’ and I said, ‘No.’ He asked 
me, ‘Do you know  w ha t’s going 
on here?’ and I said, ‘No,’ so 
he explained how there was a 
strike  and the men were try in g  
to get better wages and w o rk ­

ing conditions and how we 
should a ll s tick together. I t  
sounded good, and we shook 
hands, and then I was glad I  
came up from  Alabama. He 
put a sign on m y back, and I 
got in  line  and walked around, 
and everybody was fr ie n d ly  
now .”

Connie smiled, and the man 
continued, "After the strike 
was over I went to work in 
that shop. It  wasn't much of a 
job to start with, but then Fred 
— he was the man that slopped 
them from beating me up and 
told me about the union' —  he 
started leaching all us colored 
fellows in the shop how to run 
the machines. Before that we 
just did the bull work or the 
sweeping. Then we began bid­
ding on these jobs, and Fred 
made the company give them 
to us. I never knew a white 
man like Fred."

“ You run  across them ,”  Con­
nie said. “ I t ’s funny, b u t there 
are a lo t more o f them than 
you ’d th in k .”

“ Another th ing  Fred did, the 
company used to ju s t g ive the 
w h ite  men the overtim e, but 
Fred w rote  a grievance and 
made them d iv ide  i t  up so we 
all took our tu rn . That shop 
got to be a p re tty  nice place to 
w ork.

“ Then, a few years la te r on 
we had another s trike , and this 
was a tough one. I t  went on fo r 
nine weeks, and th a t boss was 
tough, fough t us every inch of 
the way. Every day we were 
on the p icket line, and we used 
to take tu rns going there at 
n igh t to make sure the com­
pany d id n 't try  anyth ing  funny.

“ W ell, one n igh t Fred was 
there a ll by him self. Everybody

else was dead tired , so they 
w ent to bed instead. Fred was 
tired  too, bu t he w en t out. He 
sat there in his car near the 
gate, ju s t sat and watched, but 
he fe ll asleep. I  guess the com­
pany must have been w atching 
h im  too, because w h ile  he was 
asleep the p lan t guards or 
somebody smashed up six fo re­
men’s cars in the park ing  lo t 
and then slipped a sledgeham­
m er w ith  l it t le  bits o f broken 
glass stuck to i t  r ig h t into 
Fred ’s car. The firs t th ing  Fred 
knew about it, the cops were 
shining a flash light in  his face 
and ye lling  at h im  and po in ting  
th e ir guns at h im . I guess he 
knew r ig h t then the company 
had fina lly  got him . Would you 
believe a th ing  like  that?”  

Connie smiled, not her usual 
w arm  smile, b u t a sm ile the 
m a n tho rough ly  understood, 
“ Yes,”  she said, “ I ’d believe i t . ”  

“ Fred got five years. The 
union appealed i t  and a ll that, 
but they sent him  away. So we 
decided at the nex t mem ber­
ship meeting tha t everybody 
w ould give f i f ty  cents a W'eek 
so Fred's U’ifc  w ou ld  get the 
same money she wmuld have 
got w ith  Fred s til l w ork ing . 
We d idn ’t  w an t her to go on 
re lie f. You know  how they 
treat people on re lie f.”

Connie nodded silently, and 
he went on. "Then we decided 
that every visiting day we'd 
take turns driving Fred's wife 
up to the prison to see him. 
It's three years now," he said 
p r o u d l y ,  "and we haven't 
missed one visiting day yet."

The car drew  up to the 
smoky lit t le  ra ilw a y  station and 
ra ttled  to a slop. Connie got 
out, thanked the man and said,

“ I hope I  never see you again.”
He looked surprised, a l it t le  

hu rt. Connie laughed. “ Tha t’s 
w ha t we a lways say here. 
D idn ’t  you know? A fte r  all, 
th is is a prison we come 
up here to go to .”

The man smiled, compre­
hending. “ A ll  r ig h t, 1 hope I 
never see you again,” he said 
unconvincingly.

*  *  *

Connie saw Fred ’s w ife  d u r­
ing other visits. You don’t  be­
come friends in  the shadow of 
the prison walls, but you q u ick ­
ly  become acquaintances, and 
there is a tem porary w arm th 
and closeness in the re la tio n ­
ship that is lik e  friendship. She 
to ld  her about Ralph, who had 
never been rea lly  bad in  his 
life  bu t had early run afoul of 
the law, w h ich  hangs like  a 
precariously suspended boulder 
over the heads of the youth — 
pa rticu la rly  the Negro youth — 
o f the poorer neighborhoods.

And Fred ’s w ife  to ld Connie 
of the fr ie n d ly  union men who 
brought her on her periodic 
visits, o f the long legal s trug­
gle, of the refusal of the state 
to grant Fred a parole —  he 
had been e lig ib le  three times 
and been refused three times. 
Connie often rode to the depot 
w ith  her in some union m an’s 
old car. And they always p a rt­
ed w ith  a w arm  handshake and 
the words, almost an incanta­
tion, “ I hope I never see you 
again.”

Ralph finally got his parole 
and came home. The day they 
let him oul Connie came to 
meet him, but it wasn't a regu­
lar visiting day, so she didn't 
meet Fred's wife. She never 
saw her again.
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M iriani Puts A x  
To Last Detroit 
Day Nurseries

D E TR O IT  — A  broad g rin  crossed the usually cranky- 
looking face of M ayor M ir ia n i. The nine members of the 
Common Council heaved sighs of re lie f. Together, the 
mayor, elected w ith  CIO sup-
port last fa ll, and the council- 
men, s ix o f whom were elected 
w ith  CIO support, had ju s t won 
“ the battle  o f the budget.”  The 
1958-59 c ity  budget is now  set 
at 325 m illio n  dollars — w hich 
means no increase in  the tax 
rate.

The big corporations and 
banks approve too. They have 
been advocating a property tax 
cut, at least for themselves, 
despite rising welfare and relief 
costs. But they didn't really 
expect a direct cut this coming 
year. Right after his election 
Miriani had given them a $551,- 
000 lax cut in the form of a 
reduction in the tax assess­
ments on their business inven­
tories. Earlier this year he and 
the Council had further low­
ered the assessment valuations 
of several big corporations.

However, to keep th e ir p ro­
mise on taxes, m a in ly  fo r the 
benefit o f the rich, M iria n i and 
the Council had to break a 
dozen promises they had made 
to the poor in last year's elec­
tion  campaign. Here is a prize 
example:

D uring  W orld  W ar I I ,  when 
women were being encouraged 
to go in to  the plants, D e tro it 
fin a lly  started a day-nursery 
school program. W ith  federal 
aid, 16 nurseries were set up. 
When the cold w ar came and 
federal funds were w ithd raw n  
fo r such u n m ilita ry  projects, 
the nursery program was dras­
tic a lly  cut.

B y th is year, there were on ly 
tw o nurseries le ft, at Custer 
and Priest Schools, caring for 
82 ch ildren between the ages 
of 2 and 12. T he ir mothers, 
most of them w idowed, separat­
ed or divorced, pay from  $5 to 
$20 a week, depending on in ­
come. Even so. there is a de­
fic it, am ounting to $63,921 this 
year — which the mothers say 
could be e lim inated i f  more 
people knew about the p ro ­
gram.
O N LY .02%

S ix ty -fo u r thousand dollars is 
no t a large sum of money fo r 
a big c ity . I t  comes to on ly 
tw o-hundredths o f one per cent 
of the c ity  budget. I t  is a lo t 
less than the $551,000 tax cut 
M iria n i gave the businessmen 
as a bonus a fte r his election. 
If is even less than the $95,000 
which Mary Beck said could 
be saved annually if the Coun­
cil would cut by 5% the sal­
aries of all city employees earn­
ing $12,000 or more a year, in­
cluding Council members. The 
Council could not see the point 
of saving $95,000 in this way 
and voted down the proposal 
with great irritation.

B u t the employers and the 
da ily  press keep cry ing  fo r 
economy. And tw o-hundreths of 
one per cent of the budget is 
tw o-hundredths o f one per cent.

A nyhow , there were less than 
100 parents involved, most of 
them Negroes, and who cares 
about encouraging women to 
look fo r w ork nowadays? 
DECREES END, JUNE 30

So M iria n i announced tha t 
the nursery program, now run 
by his W elfare Department,- 
w ould end this June 30. When 
50 mothers formed a committee 
to plead fo r reconsideration, he 
m et w ith  six.

“ I am very  sym pathetic w ith  
your problem ,”  he said, as a 
labor - endorsed p o l i t i c i a n  
should. “ But the fact remains 
tha t th is  care is not a proper

S o c ia lis t N o m in e e

FR A N K  LO VELL, Detroit 
auto worker, has been nom­
inated for Governor of Mich­
igan by the Socialist Workers 
Party. The party also nomi­
nated Evelyn Sell as candi­
date for U.S. Senator. (See 
story page one.)

function  of the W elfare D epart­
ment. Lega lly ,”  he had sud­
denly discovered, “ i t  is a re ­
spons ib ility  of the Board of 
Education,”  w hich has its own 
budget and no in terest in n u r­
series.

Mrs. M ary F rank lin , co-chair­
man of the comm ittee, said i t  
was false economy because 
shutting  the nurseries w ould 
force many of the mothers to 
give up th e ir jobs and apply 
fo r welfare. B u t M iria n i wash­
ed his hands like  Pontius 
P ilate, to ld  them to go see the 
Board of Education, and cut 
the budget by $63,921.

The mothers and the ir c h il­
dren staged a p icke tline  at C ity  
H all, but the Council voted 
to go along w ith  M iria n i, not 
the mothers.

“ We feel we jus t have to 
keep the nursery,”  Mrs. F ra n k ­
lin  said. " I  don’t know  how to 
do it, though. We’re not a ve ry  
large group.”
UAW  S ILEN T

B ut there are large groups in 
th is c ity , like  the unions. No 
regular U A W  convention passes 
w ith o u t a resolution demanding 
day-nurseries. Where were the 
unions w h ile  a ll o f th is  was 
going on? They never opened 
th e ir mouths once. They sent to 
one to jo in  the delegation to 
the m ayor or the p icke tline . 
They d idn ’t even w rite  a le tte r 
about it  to the Council.

W hy? Because i t  w ou ld  be 
p o lit ica lly  embarrassing to have 
to d iffe r p u b lic ly  w ith  the 
mayor and six councilmen they 
helped elect? I f  tha t’s no t the 
reason, they ought to say w hat 
is.

In a few weeks this big city 
w ill be without a single public 
day-nursery. What can you call 
it but a disgrace, an indict­
ment of capitalist politics, and 
an additional reason for an 
independent labor party?

NEGRO JOBLESS
One out of every seven Ne­

gro w orkers in  the U nited 
States is now unemployed as 
compared to one out o f every 
14 whites.
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