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The Negotiations 
In Auto

See Page 4

DICTATORSHIP THREATENS IN FRANCE
5 Branches Hit 
Bell in Socialist 
Expansion Fund

B y M u r ry  Weiss 
National Fund D rive  D irector

M A Y  22 — F ive Socialist W orkers P a rty  groups, w ith  
Denver and the South in the lead, have h it  100'?r of the ir 
quotas or over in  the spring d rive  to raise a $20,000 
Socialist Expansion Fund. The- 
three-m onth drive, which is the 
firs t of tw o projected fund cam­
paigns fo r 1958, has less than two 
weeks to go. To dale over $16,000 
has been collected. (See Scoreboard 
page 4.)

The question now before every 
branch of the party  is: W ill we 
finish the d rive  by the M ay 31 dead­
line  IN  F U L L  AN D  ON TIM E?
For many years the Socialist 
W orkers Party  prided itse lf on 
ca rry ing  through its fund cam­
paigns w ith  the precision of a ra i l­
road schedule. I t  took pride in 
doing a job  w e ll, leaving no loose 
ends, and getting on w ith  the w ork  
fo r new goals. Thus a sp ir it of 
confidence and careful organization 
was ins tilled  in to a ll pa rty  a c tiv ity .

We must adm it tha t in  recent 
years we slipped back a b it and 
were forced to extend the tim e 
lim its  of fund campaigns a num ­
ber of times. B u t w ith  the begin­
ning of th is campaign, the de­
te rm ination  to re tu rn  to our motto,
“ In  fu ll and on tim e," seemed to 
take hold in  every section of the 
party . Despite the accumulated 8% 
lag, wc th in k  every branch o f the 
party  is as determ ined as ever to 
achieve this goal.

There is a grow ing conviction 
among m ilita n t socialists in the 
U.S. tha t we are 
heading in to  a 
new p e r i o d  of 
progress fo r both 
the labor and so­
c ia lis t movements.
The new period 
w il l  pose new 
challenges a n d  
opportunities fo r 
socialists and i t  is 
h igh tim e tha t 
we begin to pu ll 
out o f the state 
of dem oralization 
and atom ization 
th a t has afflic ted 
radicalism  in the 
U.S. fo r so long.

The m uch-advertised m yth  of eternal cap ita lis t prosperity 
has collapsed. Under the blows of depression and anti-labor 
reaction the Am erican trade union movement w il l  not long 
rem ain under the complete and unchallenged dom ination of 
its  present class-collaboration po licy and leadership.

A t the same tim e a new situation is developing w ith in  the 
radical movement. For the firs t tim e in many years d iffe ren t 
groups in the socialist m ovem ent have come together to d is­
cuss differences and to begin to act together w herever they 
can make common cause.

We have been heartened in th is Socialist Expansion Fund 
D rive  by the many new and old friends who have ra llie d  to 
our appeal and contributed generously to the cause. We have 
been inspired by the fact tha t the two newest areas to jo in  
our national fund-ra is ing  campaign, Denver and the South, are 
over the top and leading the w ay to success fo r the drive. We 
have been stirred by the g r it and m ilitancy  of the branches 
w hich suffered the worst blows o f the recession —  Buffalo, 
Youngstown and D etro it — yet stayed at the very lop  of the 
Scoreboard a ll through the drive.

These are the things tha t should give us confidence (but 
not overconfidence) that by m idn igh t, May 31, every do lla r 
pledged to the Socialist Expansion Fund w il l  be in and we 
w il l  be able to hoist our v ic to ry  flag.

J. P. Cannon Recovers 
From Eye Surgery

LO S A N G E L E S . M ay 19 —  James P. Cannon, 
n a tio n a l cha irm an  of the S ocia lis t W o rke rs  P a rty , 
was back home today a fte r unde rgo ing  a successful 
eye opera tion .

C om rade Cannon u n d e rw e n t su rg e ry  M ay  12 
fo r  rem ova l o f a ca ta rac t fro m  h is r ig h t eye. The 
ope ra tion  on the r ig h t eye. to be fo llo w e d  b y  a 
s im ila r  opera tion  on. the le f t  eye, was made d i f f i ­
c u lt b y  com p lica tions, b u t the ca ta rac t rem ova l was 
successful.

W h ile  the doctors re p o rt th a t It w i l l  be at least 
th ree  m onths before  a fin a l e va lua tion  of the o u t­
come o f the ope ra tion  can be made, th ey  are o p tim ­
is tic  about the resu lts  so fa r.

F riends  can com m un ica te  w ith  Com rade C an­
non b y  w r i t in g  h im  in  care o f the  S ocia lis t W o rke rs
P a rty , 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, N. Y.
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Tammany 
Chiefs Knife 
Adam Powell

B y  H a r ry  R ing
NEW YORK, M ay 21— There 

is no room in the Democratic 
p a rly  fo r a Negro po litica l lead­
er who isn 't com pletely sub­
servient to the machine. And 
tha t goes double i f  he makes a 
habit of p u tt in g  the spotlight 
on J im  Crow. This is the mean­
ing of the curren t gang-up on 
Adam C layton Powell, Demo­
cratic Congressman from  H a r­
lem's 161h D is tric t.

Up fo r re-election th is fa ll, 
Powell was read out o f the 
Democratic party  May 15 by 
Tam m any H a ll boss Carmine 
De Sapio. A week previous 
Powell was indicted on a three- 
ccunt i n c o m e  tax evasion 
charge carry ing  a possible sen­
tence o f five years and $10,000 
fine on each count. The alleged 
evasion is less than $2,000. 
Powell pleaded not g u ilty . 
C red it fo r his ind ic tm ent is 
claimed by the M cC arthyite  
magazine. N ational R e v i e w ,  
whose editor, W illiam  Buckley, 
has boasted pub lic ly  that i t  d i­
rec tly  influenced the federal 
grand ju ry .

P ow e ll’s ouster from  the 
Democratic party  was effected 
by De Sapio summoning the 
16th d is tr ic t leaders to his o f­
fice to vote fo r the expulsion 
on the ostensible ground that 
Powell had endorsed Eisen­
hower in  1956. The ouster, De 
Sapio p iously claimed, was 
s tr ic t ly  a decision o f the H a r­
lem leaders. (The expulsion 
meeting was delayed u n til one 
re luctant d is tr ic t leader who 
had pleaded illness was brought 
dow ntown to vote.)

De Sapio is now seeking a 
re liab le  machine candidate to 
contest against Powell fo r 
Congress and has indicated his 
in tention of try in g  to get a 
court order barring  Powell from  
the Democratic p rim ary , which 
the la tte r announced he w ould 
contest.
W H ITE  BOSS IN  H A R LE M

De Sapio’s d rive  was ac­
cura te ly  pegged by Powell 
when he declared: “ I am be­
ing purged because obviously 
I am a Negro and a Negro 
should stay on. the p lan ta tion .” 
B randing the Tammany ch ie f­
ta in a “ Mississippi boss,”  Pow­
ell added, “ The Negroes le ft 
M ississippi to get away from  
the w h ite  bosses but they 
found them in H arlem .”

In  his 14 years in Congress, 
Powell has frequen tly  been a 

( C ontinued on Page } )

-<•>

The Tax-Reduction Issue
■— -  ■ ■ B y  George Lavan

The A FL-C IO  leadership has 
iViade an im m ediate la x  cut the 
Num ber One demand in  its 
anti-recession program. Labor 
leaders have made innum erable 
speeches a ll over the country 
demanding it. Thousands of 
resolutions to the same effect 
have been passed by union 
bodies. U nion offic ia ls and dele­
gations have done considerable 
lobbying fo r i t  in  Washington. 
Yet noth ing has happened in 
the D em ocratic-controlled Con­
gress.

So l it t le  real influence does 
the labor movement have on 
the leaders of the Democratic 
Party  that, in the very face of 
labor’s tax-cu t campaign, they 
made an open pact w ith  the 
Eisenhower adm in istra tion  to 
keep the issue off the floor of 
Congress.
B ITTER  P IL L

This was a b itte r p ill not 
on ly fo r the labor leaders but 
also fo r the libera l Democrats 
to swallow. The la tte r have 
the ir eyes on the coming elec­
tions. I f  they could c la im  cred it 
fo r a tax cu t — even i f  it  
amounted to on ly $50 or $60 fo r 
the average w orker —  i t  would

considerably enhance the ir pop­
u la rity . B u t Democratic leader 
o f the Senate, Lyndon Johnson, 
and Democratic Speaker o f tire 
House, Sani Rayburn, so fa r 
have turned thumbs down.

I f  and when the Democratic 
P arty  is to support a tax cut 
w il l  be decided not by the 
N orthern libera ls  or the labor 
leaders bu t by the top South­
ern Democrats and the b ig -c ity  
machine czars — the real 
rulers of the Democratic Party. 
In  the meantime, any popu lar­
ity-seeking Democratic Con­
gressman who tries to upset 
the Democratic-Republican lax  
truce courts the very tangible 
punishments w hich Johnson and 
Rayburn are in  a position to 
dish out. The resounding 
sm acking-down they gave Sen­
ator Paul Douglas (D -Ill.) on 
th is issue, even before the b i­
partisan tax truce was con­
cluded, serves as an object 
lesson.

Last week’s a rtic le  in the 
M ilita n t described the ending 
of the special tax cred it fo r 
wages and other earned in ­
come and its replacement w ith  
the special credits fo r income

from  stock dividends, the sp lit- 
income provision, the capital 
gains gim m ick, the "dep le tion”  
allowances, and the “ carry 
back —  carry fo rw a rd ”  racket. 
For the corporations and the 
rich  the tax laws have as many 
holes as a Swiss cheese.
A L A W  JUST FOR YOU

B rie fly  here are a few  of the 
many other loopholes fo r the 
rich. I f  you have enough in ­
fluence you can get Congress 
to pass a law  jus t fo r yourself. 
The outstanding example of 
such special leg is lation was the 
1951 amendment of the law  to 
accommodate m o v i e  mogul 
Louis B. Mayer, who upon re t ir ­
ing from  M etro-G oldw yn-M ayer, 
had concluded a $2,750,000 set­
tlem ent of his contract. Though 
the amendment d id n 't m ention 
M ayer’s name its provisions 
were so draw n as to be applic­
able only to him  and one other 
movie executive.

Owners o f business and ex­
ecutives can live  luxu rio u s ly  on 
money not counted as income. 
This explains the free-handed 
company spending on cars, 
yachts, hunting  lodges, pent- 

(C ontinued  on Page 4)

Working Class Sole 
Force That Can Halt 
Bid of DeGaullists

B y  John T haye r

In s u rg e n t G e n e ra l

The danger o f d ic ta to rs h ip  in  F rance s te a d ily  g row s 
desp ite  the new spaper head lines about the  present P f lim -  
l in  gove rnm en t w in n in g  votes o f confidence in  p a rlia m e n t. 
The om inous p o s s ib ility  o f dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  o f the  
F rench  people be ing  tra m p le d  under the m il i ta r y  boots o f 
de Gaulle and the insurgen;*- 
generals in  A lgeria  looms ever 
la rger because the w ork ing  
class, the only force in French 
society capable of smashing a 
fu ll-fledged de G au llis l d rive  
to power, is not being m ob il­
ized fo r action by its leaders.

De Gaulle has considerable 
forces: (1) the top brass of the 
armed forces in A lgeria  and in 
France; (2) the semi-fascist 
paratroopers of Gen. Massu in 
A lgeria, whose to rtu re  squads 
boast that they are more effi- 
.'ient than H itle r's  Gestapo:
(3) the racist m a jo rity  o f F:ench 
settlers in A lge ria ; (4) predom ­
inant or entire  control o f the 
French police force w hich is 
honeycombed' w ith  ex-co llabor­
ationists and fascist groupings;
(5) the remnants of the de 
G aullis t and Poujadist parties— 
both semi-fascist— which, how ­
ever, have seriously declined in 
the past few  years; (6) a ha lf- 
dozen fascist, s tree t-figh ting  o r­
ganizations w hich though small 
are extrem ely vicious. What 
l|nds  momentum to these forces 
is the determ ination of French 
Big Business to replace a par­
liam entary fo rm  of govern­
ment, that is wracked by crisis 
before every m ajor po litica l de­
cision, by a "s trong”  govern­
ment.
NO M A TC H  FOR WORKERS

Yet these forces w ould be 
no match against the m ighty 
French w ork ing  class in a 
stand-up battle. A  determ ined 
m obiliza tion of the workers 
would m elt the control of the 
insurgent generals over the 
soldier masses doing conscript 
du ty  in A lgeria  and France and 
p it them against the profession­
al k ille rs , such as the para­
troopers, who form  but a frac­
tion  of the armed forces. (The 
paratroopers, who do the bu lk 
of the actual figh ting  in A l­
geria num ber 20.000).

Thus an attem pt to set up a 
de Gaulle d icta torsh ip  by force 
w ould be a te rrib le  gamble for 
the m ilita ris ts . O nly if  they 
could be sure that the w ork ing  
class w ould not figh t could they 
be certain of v ic to ry . And de­
feat w ould  be more than loss 
of a coup d'etat, i t  w ould be

loss of a c iv il-w a r  and the end 
of cap ita lis t ru le  in  France.

De G aulle and his backers 
therefore prefer tha t he come 
to power lega lly — being made 
Prem ier w ith  exceptional, tha t 
is, d ic ta to ria l, powers. Under 
the cover of such powers they 
w ould then seek to cripp le  the 
w orkers’ strength and b u ild  up 
th e ir own in preparation fo r an 
eventual showdown w ith  the 
w ork ing  class.
R EADY FOR STRUGGLE

There is every ind ication that 
the French w o rk ing  class is 
ready fo r m ilita n t s t r u g g l e  
agamst de Gaulle. I t  has long 
expressed its distaste fo r the  
“ d ir ty  w a r” ' in A lge ria ; i t  has 
always opposed d icta torsh ip . I t  
is doubly opposed to a m ilita ry  

(C ontinued  on Page 2)

M eet Charles Lemoine — French Worker M ilitant
B y  F a r re ll Dobbs

N E U V ILLE -S U R -E S C A U T. M ay 11 — W hat lies at 
the roots of the severe French social crisis most recently
manifested in  the fa ll o f the G a illa rd  cabinet? A re  the
workers w a iting  apathetically*- 
fo r a solution to be found by 
the cap ita lis t po litic ians and 
the bureaucrats at the head of 
the labor movement? Or are 
they looking fo r a way to  in ­
tervene in the ir own r ig h t and 
bring about a fundam ental 
transform ation in French so­
ciety?

| Le t us probe fo r an answer 
in  the life  story of Charles 
Lemoine. a m iner liv in g  in  this

I town, located in  the coal fields 
of northeastern France near 
the Belgian fron tie r.

D riv in g  the 200 miles from 
Paris to in te rv iew  Lemoine, we 
crossed the trad itiona l invasion 
route used by the Germans. 
Today the fields, h ills  and 
woods along the way look 
peaceful and serene. Yet they 
arc haunted by the mem ory of 
countless w orkers who lost the ir 
lives in wars fought fo r the 
sole in terest of the ru lin g  class­
es.

As wc neared the coal fields, 
the nature of the landscape 
changed. Pastoral beauty gave 
way to a scarred terra in 
wounded by m an’s probing into 
the bowels of the earth. P ic­
turesque ru ra l towns faded into 
m in ing comm unities character­
ized by rows of barrack-like

houses, g rim y  w ith  the smoke 
and dust of industry.
HOMES ARE CHEERY

B ut to step inside one of 
these w orker homes meant an 
en try  in to  a d ifferent scene of 
w arm th and beauty. W ith in  the 
home the m in ing  fam ilies use 
a ll th e ir meagre resources and 
the ir great ingenu ity  to in tro ­
duce brightness and cheer in 
compensation fo r the drabness 
of the industria l site where they 
w ork and live . Genial hos­
p ita lity , good w ine and ex­
cellent cooking set the scene 
fo r de ligh tfu l human compan­
ionship.

In this setting we met the 
Lemoines, husband and w ife , 
ch ild ren  a n d grandchildren. 
D uring  a long and pleasant 
conversation the r ich ly  ins truc­
tive  personal h istory of Charles 
Lelnoine gradually  came to 
light.

Born into a m in ing fa m ily  
ol th is area in 1908, he re­
ceived only throe-and-one-half 
years of form al education. A t 
best lim ite d  enough, the school 
system was then thorough ly dis­
rupted by W orld W ar I. He 
entered the mines at the age 
of 13.

" I f  was easy fo r me to be­
come a revo lu tion is t," Lemoine

Charles Lemoine addressing a mem orial meeting in 1952 
for nine workers k ille d  in  a m ine disaster. 20,000 miners 
from  the region turned out and put an an ti-cap ita lis t stamp 
on the demonstration.

began. "M y  fam ily  had been 
pioneer unionists from  the 
start of lzbor organization in 
the mine fields. A lthough  my 
elders had d is tinct anarcho- 
syndicalist tendencies, t h e y  
taught me much that was 
w ho lly  sound in' a M arx is t 
sense. As rebels they d idn 't let 
re lig ion  get in the way of 
the ir class-struggle ideas and 
this helped to save me from 
confusion on that score. In  fact 
I wasn't even baptized."

He explained how older mem­
bers ot the fam ily  responded to 
the October 1917 revo lu tion  in 
Russia and jo ined the new ly 
created T h ird  In te rna tiona l, ta k ­
ing h im  along into the move­
ment despite his tender years. 
“ My class struggle activ ities 
soon got me fired from  the 
mines,”  he said, “ and 1 then 
devoted m y tim e to the b u ild ­
ing of a com m unist youth 
movement.”

When the French im pe ria l­

ists made w ar on the Moroccan 
people in the m id-twenties, he 
recalled. “ I helped in itia te  and 
lead a general s trike  protesting 
the war. I t  marked the firs t big 
Communist Party success in the 
area. D uring  the action we put 
the governm ental tax forms in 
a coffin and burned the whole 
th ing  in the town square. This 
was a conscious act in de­
fiance of the im peria lis ts  and it 
helped to deepen the m iners’ 
class consciousness.

“ We also raised m ateria l aid 
fo r the B ritish  m iners who had 
gone on strike  in the same 
period in a battle that was to 
culm inate in the great general 
s trike  of 1926 in B rita in . Our 
policy helped us w in  a new 
layer of m ilita n t French m iners 
away from  the class collabora­
tionists of the Second In te rn a ­
tional.

"Then one day I was called 
up fo r m ilita ry  service and sent 
to Morocco. W hile  there I he lp­
ed arrange fo r a detachment o’f 
m iners in  un ifo rm  to sing the 
In te rnationa le  in  honor of May 
Day. The m isery I saw among 
the Moroccan p e o p l e  and 
among the A lgerians whom I 
visited on my way home 
brought me a sense of in te r­
national class so lida rity  w ith  
these peoples that has never 
le ft me."

R eturn ing to ’ N euville -sur- 
Escaut a fte r his m ilita ry  ser­
vice, Lemoine again became ac­
tive  as a comm unist youth o r­

ganizer. He was soon elected to 
various posts in the CP and 
then to the national executive 
com m ittee of the CP youth 
organization. Before long he 
visited the Soviet Union w ith  
a French delegation b ring ing  a 
machine gun as a g ift to the 
Red A rm y. W hile  in the USSR 
during  1930-31 he met M aurice 
Thorez fo r the firs t tim e and 
other top leaders of the French 
CP.
TOURS USSR

‘T  toured the Soviet Union 
and saw the ris ing  industries 
of the young w orkers state,”  he 
recalled. “ I also saw much m is­
ery among the people and I  
resented the way they were 
treated by the bureaucrats. I  
th in k  these sights brought m y 
firs t doubts about the S ta lin is t 
theory of socialism-in-one-coun­
try . Upon m y re tu rn  I spoke 
c r it ic a lly  w ith in  the French 
party  but in pub lic  I always 
spoke pos itive ly  in support of 
the Soviet Union. The party  
lc; ders tried  to get me to w rite  
in b lind  praise of w hat I saw in 
the workers stale. But I re ­
fused and to this day I have 
w ritte n  noth ing about tha t 
tr ip .”

Lemoine was becoming qu ite  
dissatisfied w ith  the conduct of 
the S ta lin is t bureaucrats so he 
returned to the mines and con­
centrated on union w ork  in his 
native region. This was a tim e 
of S ta lin is t adventurism  durine  

(C on tinued  on Page 2)

Gen. Raoul Salan, French 
arm y commander in  A lgeria  
and one of the leaders of the 
De G au llis t rebellion.
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( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  I )  A fte r noting that a w orker
the notorious "T h ird  Period.”  m obiliza tion  ended o fascist
Red unions had been set up in a ttem pt to seize power in Feb-
opposition to the re form ist-led  rua ry  1934, Lemoine spoke of
mass organizations. the CP sh ift tow ard the Popu-

"Despite all the handicaps," la r F ront policy w hich soon
Lemoine said, "we managed to led to catastrophic defeats for
raise the level of militancy the w ork ing  class. He said Stal-
among the miners generally. In in is t policy destroyed the revo-
lhose days CP leaders in the lu tiona ry  potentia l im p lic it in
mass movement stood in the the reunification of the unions

vforefronl of the workers' ranks at that tim e and then described
when a battle was on. They the 193G general strike.
didn't sit back and order others ‘ ‘D u ring  the whole three-
into action as they so often week period of the s it-dow n
do now. strikes,”  he explained, “ the

“ In  March 1933, during  the cops kept p re tty  much out of
great depression, we organized sight. In  some cases the w ork-
an unemployed march on the ers held the bosses prisoners
tow n  hall at Valenciennes, the w ith in  the plants, teaching
seat of the regional govern- ., , . -. . ,.. _  °  . them w hat it was like  to livement. Two miles from  tow n we
were m et by a strong force of on *he strikers fare, m a in ly  
police who tried  to tu rn  us bread and beer. The govern- 
back. Fortunate ly  the road was ment did no more than po lite ly  
under repa ir and many loose ask the workers to le t the 
bricks were at hand. We fought , ,
our way every step o f the last ™ nagers 6° home, pleading 
tw o miles and reached our personal hardship as the rea- 
goal.”  son.

In German Prison Camp
“ From my studies of Len in  I 

c o n c l u d e d  th is  w ould  be 
w rong,”  he said, “ no m atter 
w hat critic ism s one m ight have 
of the Soviet policy. So fo r 
w ant of a be tte r idea I walked 
out of the meeting w ith o u t 
vo ting  at a ll. I was s im ply t r y ­
ing  to act like  a princ ip led  
revo lu tion is t. B ut the CP bu ­
reaucrats were to use th is 
episode against me la te r on.”

As the w ar went on Thorez 
escaped to the Soviet Union. 
Lemoine was captured and 
locked up in a German prison 
camp. There he managed to do 
a l i t t le  po litica l w o rk  among 
the French prisoners and among 
the Germans. Mainly he fought 
against resolutions proposing to 
approve the Petain government 
after the capitulation to Hitler. 
When freed in 1945 he returned 
to Neuville-sur-Escaut.

“ When I  got home I found a 
b ig change,”  he said. “ A lm ost 
everybody was in the CP. The 
bureaucrats fe lt cocky and they 
gave me qu ite  a reception. 
They published an a rtic le  say­
ing the ‘tra ito r ’ has come back, 
g iv ing  the ir own distorted ver­
sion of the dispute over the
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Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 W o o d ­

w ard .

LOS A N G E LE S
F orum  H a ll and M odern  B ook Shop, 

1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9-4953 o r A N  3- 
1833. B ook Shop open M on. 7 -9  P .M .; 
W ed. 8 -10  P .M .; Sat. 12-5 P .M .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E ast Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS
Soehdlat Workers Party, 322 Mm-

tow n-council vote on the S ta l­
in -H itle r  pact. A  meeting was 
organized to denounce me and 
a guard put at the door to keep 
me out. I  w ent back to the 
m ine where I ' soon beat the 
o ffic ia l pa rty  candidate in  the 
election of a job  steward.

“ M y differences w ith  the 
party  steadily w idened. A  CP 
leader was now M in is te r of 
P roduction in  the cap ita lis t 
government. He. called on the 
workers to produce more. Party 
hureaucrats in  the unions o ffe r­
ed bicycles as prizes to the 
most productive miners. I led 
several local strikes, m a in ly  in 
protest against the bad food 
we were getting. The bureau­
crats defeated the strikes and 
launched a new attack on me 
as a ‘tra ito r ’ to party  po licy.”

Lemoine described the ru n ­
ning conflict tha t fo llowed be­
tween the w orkers and the 
party-un ion  apparatus. His re­
marks were punctuated with  
the expression "faisons greve" 
("let’s strike"), the demand of 
the workers, and "pas de greve" 
("no strike"), the reply of the 
bureaucrats. After the great 
1947. strike* of the Renault

nepin A ve., 2nd flo o r*  Open noon to 
6 P .M . d a ily  except Sunday«.

N E W A R K
N ew ark  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 381, 

N ew ark, N. J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  
M ili ta n t  L a b o r  Forum , 116 U n iv e r­

s ity  Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. Box 341, B e rke ley  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M ili ta n t  L ab o r F o ru m  and C am ­

pa ign  H d q trs . S o c i a l i s t  W orke r«  
P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  Ave.

SA N  FR AN CISCO
The M ili ta n t,  1145 P o lk  S t., Rm. 4. 

Open W ed. 4 -6  P .M .; Sat. 11 A.M. to
3 P.M .

S E A T T L E
655 M a in  S t., M U  2-7139. L ib ra ry ,  

bookstore . Classes every  F r id a y  eve­
n in g  a t 8 P .M . Open House fo llo w in g  
a t 10:30 P.M .

ST. L O U IS
For faformatioa phono MO 4-7194.

Local Directory

. . .  Charles Lemoine. French W orker M ilitant
They must take democratic 
control of the union into the ir 
own hands.”

Lemoine described the ru n ­
ning struggle w ith  the bureau­
crats a fte r the 1948 defeat,. In  
A p ril 1951 he called a meeting, 
in v itin g  the CP leaders to ap­
pear before the w orkers and 
exp la in  th e ir policies. The meet­
ing proved a great success. 
Same papers re p o rte d 'it as the 
start of a movement to bu ild  
an independent C o m m u n i s t  
Party. A t th is point he came 
ih contact w ith  the French 
revo lu tionary  socialists gener­
a lly  know n as Trotskyists.

"Whet kept the CP apparatus 
from breaking me," he said, 
"was my broad and close con­
tact with the workers of this

whole region. Even when you 
are in a weak minority you 
can hold on if you follow a 
policy that squares with the 
workers' needs. An opposition­
ist shouldn't leel helpless just 
because he is in a minority and 
decide he must adapt, himself 
to friendly relations with the 
bureaucracy. Just go out and 
act like a leader, basing your­
self on class truth and the po­
tential power of the workers. 
That is what I have tried to do.

“ When the CP apparatus p ro ­
moted a referendum  in m y p it 
on the question of m y honesty. 
I s im p ly sat out th e ir slander 
campaign before the ba llo ting. 
When the votes were counted 
97% of the m iners called me 
ar. honest m an."

1953 General Strike
Striking French postal workers rest on a pile of unde­

livered mail during the great wave of militant strikes that 
swept France in 1953. Workers fought for wage increases to 
combat the ravages of inflation. Today a further inflationary 
spiral has hit France.

workers in Paris the Stalinist 
ministers left the capitalist 
government. Party t a c t i c s  
changed but its basic policy 
remained the same.

“ S ta lin is t po licy had by th is 
tim e made the mines h e ll­
holes,”  he continued, “ w ith  
more w orkers than ever dying 
of silicosis. A t the end of 1947 
the m iners w ent on a tw o- 
week s tr ike  w hich should have 
been spread throughout indus­
try , but the bureaucrats made 
it a lim ite d  action. The w o rk ­
ers occupied the p its and heavy 
detachments of r io t police were 
sent to dislodge them. They 
threw  the cops out instead.

" It is important to know," 
ho stressed, "that the social 
democrat, Robert Lacosle, was 
then Minister of Industry: the 
same Lacoste who is today aid­
ing French imperialism against 
the Algerian workers. Another 
social democrat, Jules Moch, 
was the governmental minister 
in charge of the police.

“ Cops were heavily concen­
trated throughout the m ine 
fields and in our area they 
were backed by a regim ent of 
soldiers. A  rin g  of 14 m ilita ry  
tanks surrounded the p it where 
I was on strike . We could do 
no more than offer passive re ­
sistance, w hich we did. H un­
gry and desperate we fina lly  
saw we couldn’t* w in  so we 
went back to w ork as a body. 
It was a defeat from  w hich the 
m iners have not yet recovered. 
More than that, i t  was a be­
traya l of a ll the workers. The 
class re la tionsh ip  o f forces was 
reversed in  favo r of the capi­
talists.

“ The social democrats cer-

“ We d idn ’t w in  much and by 
September 1948 the m iners 
were again on strike, th is tim e 
fo r 52 days, in  vvhat was to be 
the most im portan t of a ll m in ­
ers’ struggles. By then the so­
cial democrats had sp lit from  
the General Confederation of 
Labor, the main union move­
ment, to fo rm  a separate union 
called the W orkers Force. In 
the m iddle of the strike  the 
W orkers Force offic ia ls broke 
ranks by deciding to negotiate 
on the governm ent’s terms. 
Soon a fte r they called on the 
W orkers Force members to en­
te r the mines as scabs.

ta in ly  dealt us a treacherous 
b low ,”  he continued, “ but the 
main responsib ility  fo r the de­
feat rests w ith  the S ta lin ist 
bureaucrats. I f  they had loosen­
ed th e ir g rip  a lit t le , the rest 
of the French w orkers w ould 
have come to the support of 
the miners. B u t they acted to 
restra in the w orkers who w ant­
ed to broaden the s trike  na­
tiona lly , c la im ing i t  w ould 
mean c iv il w ar and the A m e ri­
can arm y w ould  be brought in 
against the workers.

“ This experience strengthen­
ed the conviction that my 
break w ith  the C g must bp a 
to ta l one. I t  taught me a basic 
lesson. The m iners’ struggle 
can’t be confined w ith in  the 
lim its  'of the present bureau­
cratic  control. A lthough they 
must rem ain w ith in  the ex is t­
ing unions, the m iners can’t 
hope to reform  the bureaucrats 
at the top. They need to create 
th e ir own committees of s trug­
gle, independent of and in op­
position to the bureaucrats.

In  1953 the French c iv il ser­
vants launched a general strike. 
The m iners of Lem oine’s region 
also w alked out in an action 
generally independent o f the 
union officials. A  s tr ike  com­
m ittee was created through d i­
rect election by the workers. 
In  a local dem onstration 10,000 
men and women swept through 
the offices of the area tak ing  
the w ljite  co llar w orkers out 
onto the streets. The demon­
strators demanded wage in ­
creases and shouted an ti-gov­
ernm ent slogans.

“ The m em ory o f 1936 was 
c learly expressed by the w o rk ­
ers in th is action,”  Lemoine 
said, “ bu t the bureaucrats gave 
no leadership. The s trike  s ta rt­
ed at a high po litica l level and 
i f  i t  had been able to spread 
the whole nationa l po litica l s it­
uation could have been chang­
ed.

“ O rganization of s trike  action 
outside o ffic ia l channels was an 
im portan t new development, but 
i t  was weakened due to the 
fa ilu re  of the Parisian metal 
workers to add the ir power to 
the movement. I th in k  the 
w orker revo lu tion is ts  of Paris 
made a m istake in fa ilin g  to 
send a delegation o f metal 
w orkers to ask the m iners what 
they could do to help. They 
w ou ldn ’t have returned alone. 
B ig delegations of m iners w ould 
have gone back w ith  them to 
help call the Parisian^ workers 
into the battle.

“ The 1953 struggle resulted 
in a new S ta lin is t be traya l,”  he 
added, “ bu t th is tim e the w o rk ­
ers fe lt  i t  more consciously. 
A lone a fte r 18 days o f struggle 
the m iners had to go back in to  
the pits. But there was a gen­
eral mass tu rnou t at the meet­
ing where the decision was 
made and some unusual things 
happened. When the CP bureau­
crats to ld them they must go 
back to w ork, the m iners firs t 
took a vote as to w hether they 
w ould even consider the offic ia l 
recommendation. They decided 
they w ou ldn ’t. Then they took 
a recess w h ile  the ir own s trike

comm ittee decided w hat to re ­
commend. The comm ittee saw 
no a lte rna tive  but go back to 
w ork  and the m iners agreed. 
They s t i l l  delayed th e ir re tu rn  
long enough to make i t  clear 
they were acting on th e ir own 
decision.

"A fte r  re tu rn ing  to w o rk  the 
m iners held meetings on the 
job  where they discussed the 
bureaucratic betrayal o f th e ir 
s trike . Then the p it  where I 
w orked was closed down by 
the government, p a rtly  fo r eco­
nomic reasons and p a rtly  be­
cause they wanted to get r id  of 
a fortress of union m ilita n cy ."

When asked to give his 
opinion o f the present mood o f 
the French w ork ing  class, Le­
moine explained, "Worker sen­
timent today reflects a broad 
mass w ill to fight, not unit by 
unit, but through general strike 
action. They want to contest 
capitalist domination and en­
force their own needs. I t  is 
hard for them to express their 
w ill because of the class d i­
vision into parallel unions. Also 
because the political and union 
bureaucracies in the labor 
movement are determined at 
all costs to prevent a class 
showdown. They are eager to 
maintain a policy of class col­
laboration with the capitalists.

“ As fo r the m iners I can 
te s tify  tha t th e ir w il l  to s trug­
gle is high. This is not at a ll 
strange since th e ir conditions 
were never worse than they 
are today.”

Concerning the situation in ­
side the Com m unist P arty , he 
thought th is could be best un ­
derstood by d iv id ing  the his-, 
lo rv  of the party  in to tw o gen­
eral periods. “ From its founda­
tion  in 1920 up to the Popular 
F ront tu rn  in 1934,”  he said, 
“ the party  was a m in o rity  force 
in the w o rk ing  class and i t  fo l­
lowed a genera! po licy of 
struggle. Its members were able 
to act as genuine w orker lead­
ers. The policies of Len in  and 
T ro tsky were s till deep in the ir 
consciousness. Despite the ad­
venturism  of the early Thirties,

Cops Surround Mine Pit

The m ilitant French working class has been repeatedly 
compelled to* defend itself against police attacks. Shown 
here is striking auto workers beating back a brutal assault.

the party  m ilitan ts  were m o ti­
vated essentially by the con­
scious need at each stage to 
push the masses fu r th e r ahead 
in th e ir struggles. In  a large 
sense the lessons of October 
1917 were embodied in th is 
vanguard force.

“ A fte r the FVench - Russian 
pact was signed in 1934 the 
party  apparatus began to d is­
to r t the dynamism of the fig h t­
ing cadres. The party  became 
converted into a pressure force 
seeking to influence cap ita lis t 
policy. T a lk  o f the parliam en­
ta ry  road to' socialism' appeared 
and was to become even more 
m arked a fte r 1944. S ta lin is t 
policy a fte r W orld  W ar I I  in ­
flicted a te rrib le  defeat on the 
workers. The armed detach­
ments created during  the re ­
sistance to German occupation

were broken up. The w orkers 
were tied to the capita lis t state 
and to ld  i t  was th e ir revo lu ­
tionary du ty  to produce more 
in capita list-owned industry.

“ Despite every th ing .”  he add­
ed, “ at least 60% of the m iners 
s til l support the CP in pa rlia ­
m entary elections. They do ' so 
because they see no a lte rna tive
to the CP. but tha t doesn’t
mean they s till have fa ith  in 
the S t a l i n i s t  policy. Even 
though the CP holds form al
control of the main union ap­
paratus the party  bureaucracy 
actua lly  has l it t le  power over 
the workers. Once the party, as 
a m in o rity  force, could m obilize 
the w orkers generally in  s trug­
gle. Today the w hole bloated 
party  apparatus can’t do i t  w ith  
a ll its form al organizational 
control. This change is basic.

For Revolutionary Regroupment
"The French mass movement 

as a whole is characterized by 
a lack of worker confidence in 
the official leadership. They 
want to struggle but the ques­
tion is: How? Mass apathy is 
only a surface appearance. At the 
depths there is motion toward 
a new explosion. I f  the capital­
ists make a new attack on the 
miners there w ill be a big 
worker reaction. T h e  best 
fighters w ill be able to taka 
lh e ; leadership.

“ I  no longer belong to any 
po litica l pa rty ,”  he concluded, 
"b u t I have come to agree w ith  
many o f the theoretica l posi­
tions of the Trotskyists. Theory 
is o f v ita l importance and I  am 
rereading the M arx is t lite ra tu re  
to strengthen my understand­
ing in th is  respect. B u t theory 
must be translated into action.

“ In m y opinion we need a 
revo lu tionary  regroupm ent of 
a ll genuine class struggle fig h t­
ers. A ction  by the strongest 
possible vanguard force through 
d irect in te rvention  in the class 
struggle is of v ita l importance. 
The masses of France w an t a

new 1936 bu t they don 't w an t 
a carbon copy of the Popular 
F ron t of that day. They w ant 
a real showdown w ith  the ru l­
ing class.

“ Let me repeat that class 
struggle fighters need have no 
fear of being in a m in o rity  at 
the start. I f  they stick to the 
needs and w ill o f the w orkers 
they can w in  in the end. B u t 
we are now at a new begin­
ning and we need at the o u t­
set a revo lu tiona ry  reun ifica­
tion  as the firs t step tow ard 
united action by the w o rk ing  
class.”

Lemoine picked up a w e ll- 
thum bed pamphlet, “ The Com­
m unist Program ,”  conta in ing a 
speech made by Rosa Luxem ­
burg in 1918. He explained tha t 
the police had overlooked it  
when they raided his home and 
confiscated his lib ra ry . As a 
youth of 17 he had w ritte n  on 
the fly leaf, ‘ ‘See i f  i t  is possible 
to realize some points of th is 
program .”

"Please tell the American 
workers," he said, " I still think 
it can be done."

. . .  French Workers Face Threat of Dictatorship
The Paratroopers  

O f G eneral Massu
(The vile, fascislic character of the French m ilitary  

forces which executed a coup in Algeria is hammered 
home by the description of torture at their hands by 
Henri Alleg, a European Algerian who was editor of 
the Algerian Communist Party paper, Alger Républicain. 
His smuggled-out account created great public indigna­
tion when published in France. The following excerpts 
are from the Manchester Guardian.)

"J., still smiling, waved in front of my eyes the 
clips at the ends of the electrodes. Small, glittering steel 
clips, long and toothed . . . He attached one of them to 
the lobe of my right ear, and the other to a finger of 
my right hand. Suddenly I  strained against the ropes 
that tied me and yelled at the top of my voice. C. had 
just switched the first shock of electricity through my 
body. A long spark flashed near my ear, and I  felt my 
heart pounding in my chest. I screamed and twisted . . . 
while C.. with the switch in his hand, sent the shocks 
through me one after the other. To their rhythm C. 
repealed the same question over and over again . . . 
'Where is your hideout? . .

"K . roughly pulled me to my feel. He was furious. 
This was going on too long. 'Listen, you bastard! You're 
finished. You're going to talk!' His face was close to 
mine, almost touching, and he went on shouting. 'Ybu 
w ill talk! Everybody talks here. We fought in Indo 
China — that's where we learned about you people. This 
is like the Gestapo. Have you heard of the Gestapo? 
. . . We'll do what we're doing here in France loo.' "

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )  

d icta torsh ip  whose m otive is 
continuance of the w ar in  A l ­
geria.

Though the Communist, So­
c ia lis t and C atholic leaders of 
a ll three trade-union federa­
tions have called on the w o rk ­
ers to be ready to “ defend the 
R epublic," l i t t le  more has been 
done. Needed to redress the 
balance of forces in France 
r ig h t now are united class ac­
tions such as a general strike. 
B u t even the CP-led General 
Confederation of Labor (CGT) 
shrinks from  preparations fo r 
this. Its  on ly action so fa r has 
been to s t a g e  du ring  de 
G aulle ’s T V  speech w hat C. L. 
Sulzberger of the New York 
Times describes as “ the palest 
im ita tion  of a s tr ike ”  in  the 
Paris subways.

Instead of an independent 
m obiliza tion of the w ork ing  
masses, the leaders of the p r in ­
cipal w o rk in g  class parties — 
the Social Democratic and Com­
m unist— ta il-end the policies of 
P rem ier P flim lin , as i f  the 
m ilita r is ts  could .be stopped by 
parliam entary  deals w ith  cap­
ita lis t politic ians.

The truth is that not a single 
effective move has been made 
in parliament against de Gaulle 
and the generals who engineer­
ed the putsch in Algeria. On 
the contrary the moves actually 
strengthen the supposed targets 
and help pave their way to 
power.

The governm ent pretends thal 
there has been no m ilita ry  
coup d ’etat in A lgeria. Thus 
P rem ier P flim lin  lega lly "gave”  
to Gen. Raoul Salan the leader 
of the French m ilita r is ts  in A l ­
geria, the fu ll power of d ic ta ­
torship there, w hich he and his 
co-conspirators had seized by 
force a week earlier. This not 
on ly  confers im m un ity  on the 
m ilita ris ts  and the racist French 
settlers fo r the ir fo rc ib le  over­
th row  of the governm ent in  A l­

geria, but it  emboldens them  to 
persist and go fu rthe r.

Even worse, it deprives the 
h a lf-m illio n  French soldiers in 
A lgeria  o f any legal basis fo r 
refusing to fo llow  the orders of 
th e ir commanding g e n e r a l s .  
Thus w h ile  the generals are 
blessed w ith  lega lity  in the ir 
open moves to overth row  the 
French Republic, the rank-and- 
file  soldiers are faced w ith  
cou rt-m artia l, perhaps the f i r ­
ing squad, i f  they refuse to 
fo llow  orders to destroy the 
Republic.

Furtherm ore, P flim lin ’s gov­
ernm ent announced that i t  is 
sending the insurgent generals 
more troops and am m unition. 
S im ultaneously i t  extended in ­
de fin ite ly  the period of service 
fo r draftees so tha t troops in 
A lgeria  due fo r discharge w ill 
be kept there under the brass 
hats’ discipline. The Paris gov­
ernm ent could precip itate a 
crisis fo r the insurgent generals 
by stopping the shipments of 
arms, gasoline, weapons, sup- 
olies and pa rticu la rly  the trans­
fe r o f money fo r pay. But ¡1 
orefers to do the very opposite 
even appropria ting  on M ay 17 
an extra  and unsolicited $190 
m il'io n  to the A lgerian  gen­
erals.

This po licy of “ m eeting" the 
crisis by appeasing the very 
Corces openly try in g  to destroy 
representative, democratic gov­
ernment, is not confined to A l­
geria. I t  is being applied in 
France. De Gaulle, himself, who 
m response to the call from  
A lgeria  proclaim ed tha t he was 
readv “ to assume the powers 
of the Republic,”  was given 
red-carpet treatm ent by the 
government fo r his tr ip  to Paris 
to address a hugely-publicized 
meeting of a thousand news- 
oapermen and supporters over 
television and radio on May 19. 
This was at the very moment 
that, under the new emergency 
laws, press, rad io  and T V  were

under censorship and heav ily - 
armed battalions of police stood 
at the a le rt to smash any anti- 
dc Gaulle meetings by workers.

Indeed, these very emergency 
laws, which v i r t u a l l y  put 
France under martial law, are 
aimed as much or more at pre­
venting the French workers 
from moving against the threat 
of dictatorship than against the 
de Gaullist forces. In  asking for 
these measures, which suspend 
civil liberties and set up con­
centration camps, P r e m i e r  
PF,imlin declared that they 
were needed against Commun­
ists as well as against rightists.

The new M in is te r o f the In ­
te r io r in  charge of app ly ing

these laws is Jules Moch, who 
in the same post du ring  1946-47 
specialized in the b ru ta l sup­
pression of Com m unist Party  
demonstrations and strikes.

A rea listic appraisal of the 
French situation appeared in 
the May 21 W all Street Jou r­
nal, whose correspondent in 
France w rote : “ The whole tac­
tic  o f the parliam entarians 
who now control the Paris gov­
ernm ent is to keep de Gaulle 
out w h ile  shaping the ir policies 
in forms which it is hoped w ill 
lu re  back the allegiance to the 
arm y and the French settlers 
in A lgeria. This means tha t a 
cabinet composed o f le ftis t 
parties is perforce m oving

sharply in  a r ig h tis t d irection. 
Prem ier P flim lin  even stoutly 
m aintained before the Chamber 
of Deputies yesterday tha t the 
rebellious Gen. Raoul Salan is 
no rebel at a ll, bu t remains in 
contact w ith  the Paris govern­
ment and exercises complete 
c iv il and m ilita ry  power in A l­
geria on its behalf. C learly th is 
is as ye t more hope than fact; 
i t  indicates the cabinet does 
not intend to lic k  the fire-eat­
ing generals bu t to jo in  them .”

The leaders o f the Communist 
arid Social-Democratic parties 
are m eekly supporting P flim lin  
and the d iscredited cap ita lis t 
po litic ians whose policies are 
paving the way fo r the tr ium ph  
of d ic ta torsh ip  and h indering  
the organization of an effective 
defense b y  the workers. The 
Social-Democratic leaders have 
jo ined the P flim lin  governm ent, 
the Com m unist P arty  leaders, 
refused admission, are lim ite d  
to supporting its moves w ith  its 
votes in parliam ent.

The Communist P arty  delega­
tion  (145 deputies — the biggest 
single party  in  the N ational As­
sembly) gave on May 13 shame­
faced support to the creation 
of the P flim lin  governm ent by 
abstaining on the vote (a m a­
jo r ity  is of those actua lly  vo t­
ing, so abstention instead of 
vo ting  ‘no’ is a form  o f sup­
port). On M ay 16 the CP voted 
fo r the emergency laws sus­
pending democratic righ ts  in 
France and expressly designed 
fo r use against Communist 
w orkers as w e ll as de Gaullists. 
On M ay 20 i t  voted fo r exten­
sion of the emergency laws in 
A lgeria  — w hich P flim lin  an­
nounced w ould be applied by 
insurgent General Salan.

One o f the w orst crimes on 
the record of the French CP 
leaders is tha t they supported 
these m a rtia l- la w  m e a s u r e s  
against the A lgerian  people 
when they were firs t in troduced

in parliam ent early in  1956. 
They did i t  then to cu rry  favo r 
w ith  the Mollet-Mendes-France 
governm ent (Social - Democrat 
and libe ra l cap ita lis t). When 
this overture fo r a Popular 
F ron t petered out, the CP 
stopped vo ting  fo r the em er­
gency laws as they came up 
regu la rly  fo r renewal —  at firs t 
abstaining, la te r vo ting  “ no."

These emergency laws, de­
priving Ihe Algerian people of 
all their political and civil 
rights, served as the legal basis 
for the reign of terror by ihe 
French militarists and colonists 
against the Moslem majority in 
Algeria. These emergency laws 
permitted General Massu's para­
troopers to engage freely in the 
torturing and killing of A l­
gerians.

The Communist P a rty  and 
Social-Democratic leaders are 
fa ith fu lly  toeing the appease­
ment line  la id  down by P flim ­
lin  and the other parliam entary 
morons even in the most stupid 
details. Thus on May 20 both 
parties jo ined the libera ls, m od­
erates, de Gaullists, Poujadists, 
and fascists in  parliam ent in  
voting a unanimous resolution 
of nationa l g ra titude  to the 
arm y and confidence in  it.

M ilitant and ' united action 
against the Jthreatening dicta­
torship is the crying need. On 
May 16 a Committee for the 
Defense of the Republic was 
formed in Paris by political 
tendencies ranging all the way 
from Mendes-France supporters 
on the right to the PCI (Trot­
skyists) on the left. Its great 
defect was that it excluded the 
Communist Party. Opposing the 
exclusion of any group wanting 
to fight the de Gaulle danger, 
the PCI spokesmen are urging 
that CP representatives be in ­
vited.

‘A Historic Class Defeat’
“ But fo r all the class power tim e in some pits there was no 

we brought to bear, our bureau- legal union representative on 
c r i t ic  leaders, up to th e ir ears the job. A ll  were in ja il. Under 
in  class collaboration, got us this vicious assault the m iners 
no th ing more than a 40-hour began to figh t back. A  new 
week and a few social bene- wave of m ilitancy  was arising 
fits, O ur m inor wage gains were when W orld  W ar I I  cut the 
qu ick ly  eaten up by ris ing  process short and created an 
prices. We had the cap ita lis t en tire ly  new pattern o f events, 
class paralyzed and w ith  a good “ On top of the other blows 
leadership could have taken I got a rude shock when the 
the power. The bureaucrats S ta lin -H itle r pact was signed,”  
ta lked us in to  going back to he went on. “ M any workers 
w ork , a lthough we d id so re- had a s im ila r reaction. But the 
luc tan tly , and in the end we party  bureaucrats were taken 
actua lly  lost ground. o ff the hot seat when the capi-

" I now consider the 1936 out- [alistsu used „ th<: occaf ‘on *°
come a historic class defeat" aun<*  T ° ' \  c <
he added. "W ith a revolution- a11 l‘?llied j °  the defe4nse of 
ary policy we could have ^ e  party  and our cnt.c.sms 
, * j  t  * were pushed in to  the back-changed the course of events. *  r*

t . * . • . .. ground. Even so th is happen-
There need not have been he ? m arked the beginning of 
fascist victory in Spam the break with thfe CP
deal with H itler at Munich and *
the second world war. "W ith "the outbreak of war

“ In  France itse lf we soon j found myself mobilized by 
pkid a heavy price. The capi- pure chance into the same 
ta lis ts took th e ir revenge when regiment as Thorez, the main 
the CP called another general pari y leader. When I asked him 
s tr ike  in  1938. This tim e we got to exolain the Stalin-Hitler 
a real beating. Not on ly did pact Thorez mumbled some­
th« CP tide begin to ebb, but thing about nothing else count- 
the w orkers as a whole suffer- ;ng but the Soviet state. I  felt 
ed a grave b low  to th e ir mor- more puzzled than clarified." 
ale. Even the m iners grew tired . Lemoine got a b rie f m ilita ry  
discouraged by the setbacks leave to attend 3 session of the 
they had received.”  town council o f w hich he was

Lemoine than described the a member. Some Socialist Party  
governm ent a t t  a c k  launched councilmen were preparing a 

( against the m ilitan ts  in the resolution condemning the Stal- 
mines. About 250 of the best m -H itle r pact. He believed they 
fighters were framed in the actua lly  meant to pledge the 

> cap ita lis t courts. So many lead- capita lists the ir good behavior 
ers were involved tha t at one on the w ar issue.
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Labor Party Move in Canada
Organized labor in  Canada has taken 

an im portan t step tow ard launching a 
labor party . The decision to move in  th is 
d irection  was taken by the Canadian La­
bor Congress w h ich  met in W innipeg 
A p r il 21-25. The Congress is composed of 
unions a ffilia ted  w ith  the AFL-C IO .

W ith  less than a dozen dissenting 
votes, the 1,500 delegates instructed the 
executive council o f the congress to begin 
the w ork  necessary fo r the form ation  of 
“ an effective a lte rna tive  po litica l force 
based on the needs of workers, farm ers 
and s im ila r groups.”  The council is to 
report back to the nex t convention in  
1960.

According to a report in  Union News, 
voice of the O il, Chemical and A tom ic  
W orkers Union, the two-year period is to 
be used to explore the prospects fo r w in ­
n ing support of other groups and provide 
fo r  the ten ta tive  establishm ent of pa rty  
organization and financia l support. Re­
gardless of the response from  those out­
side the ranks of labor, the report con­
tinues, the council is under instructions 
to d ra ft a constitu tion  fo r a new party .

Thus, Canadian labor leaders have 
made the k ind  of progressive move that 
th e ir  U n ited States counterparts have 
s tubborn ly  resisted. W hy did they do it? 
Tw o big factors undoubtedly helped

shape th is decision., The recession has 
h it  hard in  Canada. One w orke r in  ten is 
jobless and the to ll is m ounting. A t the 
same tim e the Tory  pa rty  jus t won a 
sweeping v ic to ry  in  the nationa l elections. 
This heightens the prospects of an a n ti­
labor offensive. In  such a situation, 
preaching reliance on cap ita lis t po litic ians 
is no easy job.

However, the fact of a near-unanim ­
ous decision does not mean tha t a ll o f the 
Canadian union offic ia ls are now ready 
to go a ll-ou t to bu ild  the new party. 
There are undoubtedly those who hope 
that developments in  the next tw o years 
w i l l  provide a reprieve from  the projected 
action. B u t the developing crisis of Ca­
nadian capita lism  coupled w ith  a ris ing  
m ilita n cy  in  the w o rk ing  class gives 
every hope the movement w il l  not be 
scotched. The decision o f the Congress 
can provide- the fram ew ork  'fo r  a g iant 
step fo rw a rd  by Canadian labor.

A n  im portan t by-product o f th is  is 
the h ig h ly  progressive effect tha t i t  can 
have on unionists in  th is  country. Despite 
the greater sizd and strength of the A F L - 
CIO in  the U.S., the ru lin g  bureaucracy 
has insisted tha t we have no choice but 
to rem ain captives of the B ig Business 
parties. Canadian labor can help educate 
the ranks of U.S. labor to the fact tha t 
th is ju s t isn ’t so.

Investigate the FBI
Few th ings would do th is  coun try  as 

much good as a thorough pub lic  a ir ing  of 
the ac tiv ities  of the FB I. The cause of 
freedom w ould  be w e ll served by the 
destruction, once and fo r all, of the m y th  
th a t these federal cops are a ll-pow erfu l, 
a ll-w ise and a ll-jus t. J. Edgar Hoover and 
his snooping squads have come to believe 
tha t m yth  themselves. They have vio lated 
laws —  and gotten away w ith  it. They 
have ignored tra d itio n a l c iv il libe rties  — 
and gotten away w ith  it. They have done 
more to destroy freedom in  th is country 
than any other single agency.

A  con tribu tion  to the much-needed 
exposure of th is  p o litica l police was made 
by the C leveland indus tria lis t, Cyrus 
Eaton. Eaton is a capita lis t, a believer in 
the p ro fit system, but he has his own 
ideas and obviously isn ’t  easily in t im i­
dated by cops.

On a nationa l te levision broadcast he 
blasted the FB I fo r its w o rk  “ in  inves ti­
gating, in  snooping, in  in fo rm ing , in creep­
ing  up on people.”  He charged tha t H it le r  
w ith  his Gestapo “neve r had such spy 
organizations as we have in  th is  country 
today.”

As if  to prove ju s t how r ig h t Cyrus 
Eaton was, the House U n-Am erican A c tiv ­
ities Com m ittee announced in  an answer­
ing  te levis ion broadcast tha t he w ould  be 
subpenaed to appear before i t  to exp la in  
h is attack, as i f  he had no r ig h t to speak 
h is m ind. U ndoubtedly, th is  move was 
calculated to w arn  anyone else in  th is  
coun try  who m igh t th in k  i t  perm issible 
to c ritic ize  the FB I.

Sen. Hennings (D-Mo.) suggested tha t 
the Committee should also subpena J. 
Edgar Hoover to ask h im  to expla in  
“ w ha t s ta tu to ry  a u th o r ity ”  the F B I has 
to tap 90 phone lines across the country. 
Hoover adm itted to tha t num ber in  a re­
cent statement. Hennings fu rth e r prom ­
ised, and we hope he keeps tha t promise, 
“ A  Senate Com m ittee on C onstitu tiona l 
Rights, w h ich is s tudy ing  w ire tapp ing  and 
the B il l  of R ights, in tends to in v ite  both 
Cyrus Eaton and J. Edgar Hoover to tes­

t i fy  at the same tim e.”
M r. Eaton m ay have exaggerated the 

power of the FB I when he likened i t  to 
the Gestapo. The F B I on ly aspires, as yet, 
to w ie ld  tha t much power. B u t M r. Eaton 
did not exaggerate the crimes tha t have 
been com m itted by J. Edgar H oover’s de­
partm ent. He understated them.

I t  w ould be bad enough i f  the F B I 
were g u ilty  on ly of snooping and spyihg 
on people. B u t a 'closer study of some of 
its  hand iw ork in recent years yie lds strong 
evidence tha t the F B I has com m itted fa r 
graver crimes.

I t  is w e llrknown th a t the F B I has 
been protected by a v ir tu a l conspiracy of 
the press and a ll o ther agencies of public 
in form ation. Few critic ism s of the FB I 
get reported. And a ll propaganda aimed 
at enhancing the power of the F B I gets 
big pub lic ity .

»It is inev itab le  under such c ircum ­
stances tha t these police agents come to 
believe they are above and beyond the 
law. Supposedly, as an arm of the D epart­
ment of Justice, the du ty  of the F B I is 
to protect the innocent and to apprehend 
the g u ilty . However, in  its  rea l function  
as a p o litica l police the F B I persecutes in ­
d iv idua ls  w hether they are g u ilty  of c rim ­
ina l conduct or not.

We and m any others believe a 
thorough study of the case of A lg e r Hiss, 
who served a five-year sentence in prison, 
reveals tha t he was fram ed up. We believe 
the Rosenbergs, who were executed in  
1953, and M orton Sobell, now serving a 
30-year sentence in  prison, were also 
fram ed up.

There is ample evidence in  both these 
cases tha t the F B I w i l l fu l ly  obstructed 
justice, concealed evidence, encouraged 
p e rju ry  and in tim ida ted  witnesses.

I t  may be too much to hope tha t now 
%the F B I w il l  be investigated. B u t one day 
such an investigation w i l l  be made. When 
i t  is, J. Edgar Hoover w i l l  lose his red, 
w h ite  and blue halo and take his proper 
place as pub lic  enemy No. .1 of justice and 
freedom.

'Nothing's Too Good .. . '
In  Am erica, so the fable runs, there 

are no classes and everybody gets equal 
treatm ent. The troub le  w ith  the rest of 
the w o rld  is tha t i t  doesn’t  fo llo w  th is 
example. So we have to keep a big arm y 
to defend our way of life . T h ^  arm y is 
its e lf a model of w hat we’re out to de­
fend. Take the example of the new law  
g iv ing  everybody in  the armed forces a 
raise. This extra  money was d ivv ied  up 
in  s tr ic t keeping w ith  the democratic 
princ ip les th a t p reva il in  the m ilita ry  
establishm ent and is iden tica l w ith  the 
pa tte rn  o f democratic Am erican industry . 
In  fact the new pay-scale plan was d ra ft­
ed by a group headed by the chairm an of 
the board of General E lec tric  w h ich  is 
w e ll known fo r its democratic methods 
o f dispensing money to its  employes.

The m ilita ry  pay raises aren’t  based 
on any abstract concept of equa lity  but 
on the democratic basis of need. For ex­
ample, Generals who were try in g  to get 
by on $1,200 to $1,700 a m onth were 
awarded a 33% hike, or an average in ­
crease o f $424. I t  was probably recognized

tha t th is  am ount (about $400 a week 
average) isn ’t rea lly  enough fo r a General 
to live  on. B u t then you have to remem­
ber i t  costs us more to take care of Gen­
erals since they need to have better food, 
lodging and recreation fac ilities  so they 
can do a job  defending democracy.

B u t the governm ent rea lly  le t its  
heart run  away w ith  its  head when it  
came to the enlisted men. For example, 
previously buck privates were knocking 
down from  $78 to $108 a month. Now — 
w hether they need i t  or not —  each and 
every one is going to get an add itiona l $1 
a month. This means tha t some of them 
w il l  be d raw ing  as much as $25 a week.

The enlisted men should get the irs 
like  everyone else. B u t they already en­
jo y  a lo t of priv ileges denied officers. In ­
stead of a lonely existence in  p riva te  
quarters, they share large cooperative 
barracks and latrines. They enjoy long 
hikes and other exercises in  the fresh a ir 
denied to generals. And when a shooting 
w ar breaks out, they get to go r ig h t up 
fro n t where every th ing  is going on. Do 
they re a lly  need tha t buck a month?

...Knife Adam C. Powell
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m -  P a g e  1 )  

thorn  in the sides o f both Dem­
ocrats and Republicans. He has 
introduced m any c iv il righ ts 
b ills  tha t have served to  put 
both parties on the spot. A 
shrewd, vote-conscious p o lit ic ­
ian, Powell was qu ick  to sense 
ris ing  Negro m ilita n cy  during  
the past several years and 
stepped up his in troduction  of 
c iv il r ig h ts  measures accord­
ing ly . He evoked the special 
w ra th  of E isenhower in 1955 
and 1956 by tacking  anti-seg­
regation “ riders”  to A dm in is ­
tration-supported m ilita ry  re ­
serve and school construction 
bills.

The 1S56 school-construciion- 
b i l l  r id e r b rought a pub lic  t i ­
rade from  Eisenhower tha t was 
soon fo llow ed by a Justice De- 
p a r t m e n t  investigation of 
Powell's income tax returns.

A  g iand ju ry  was impaneled 
in December 1956 and form er 
Assistant U.S. A tto rn e y  Thom ­
as Bolan assigned to the case. 
Bolan’s po litica l outlook is in ­
dicated by the fact tha t a fte r 
he le ft the Justice D epartm ent 
he became a law  partner of 
the late Senator M cC arthy ’s 
notorious aide, Roy Cohn.

However, w i t h i n  a few 
months, i t  is reported, the gov­
ernm ent decided to suspend the 
investigation. R um or had i t  
tha t th is was in  re tu rn  fo r 
P ow e ll’s 1956 endorsement of 
Eisenhower. B u t the fact tha t 
the grand ju ry  was established 
a fte r the *  e lection m igh t in d i­
cate tha t the case was suspend­
ed fo r lack o f evidence. 
N A T IO N A L  R EV IEW  »

The issue was rev ived w ith  
pub lica tion  of an “ inside dope”  
a rtic le  in  N ational Review Dec. 
14, 1957. E ntitled , “ The Wheels 
o f Justice Stop fo r Adam  C lay­
ton Powell, J r.,”  its  detailed 
contents s trong ly suggest a 
p ipeline to the prosecutor’s o f­
fice —  perhaps to Bolan h im ­
self.

The reactionary w eekly then 
took the unusual step of a d i­
rect approach to the grand ju ry

which reopened the investiga­
tion, A p r i l  17. A  M ay 3 ed i­
to r ia l in  N ational Review b ra ­
zen ly boasted: “ Two weeks ago 
N ational Review sent another 
copy of its expose . . .  to every 
member o f the grand ju ry ; and, 
at last, action resulted. The 
ju ry  convened on its own 
motion . . .”

The U. S. C rim ina l Code de-

PO W ELL

dares i t  a penal offense to try  
" to  in iluence the actions or de­
cisions of a grand ju ry  . . .  by 
w r it in g  or sending . . . com­
m unications."

Despite th is  a M ay 18 move 
to d isqua lify  the ju ry  as ta inted 
was ru led down by Federal 
Judge Irv in g  Kaufm an, the 
man who sent Ju lius  and E the l 
Rosenberg to the e lectric chair. 
“ The grand ju ry  is the con­
science o f the com m unity,”  
Kaufm an intoned, “ M any are

Vincent Dunne Speaks 
On Socialism a t YMCA

M IN N E A P O LIS  —  A  group 
of young people at the YM C A 
early  th is  month heard a lec­
tu re  on socialism by V. R. 
Dunne, veteran trade unionist 
and chairm an of the Minnesota 
Socialist W orkers Party . The 
SWP had been in v ited  to p ro ­
v ide a speaker by the E rlin g  
Y's Men's C lub. Most of those 
who filled  the ha ll were under 
35, e ither in , or tra in in g  fo r 
various professional fields. They 
are obviously g iv ing  serious 
thought to the problem  of fu ­
tu re  security  fo r themselves 
'and the ir fam ilies.

R elating some o f his own ex­
periences as an active socialist, 
Dunne discussed key issues of 
the day inc lud ing  the Soviet 
Union and the question o f nu ­
clear tests, presenting the SWP 
analysis o f these various prob­
lems.

The jo k in g  and laughte r tha t 
filled  the ha ll before the lec­
ture  began made i t  evident tha t 
the young people present were 
not on the somber side. B u t

they listened a tte n tive ly  to 
w ha t Dunne had to say. D uring  
the question period they posed 
a whole series of questions, 
ranging from  the v irtues tha t 
some o f them saw in  cap ita l­
ism, to the meaning o f Roose­
v e lt’s New Deal and to the 
cu rren t developments in  the 
Soviet Union.

A fte r  an hour o f vigorous 
discussion, the chairm an re ­
g re tfu lly  adjourned the meet­
ing. As Dunne was leaving the 
ha ll he was thanked by in d i­
v idua l .members fo r p rov id ing  
a h igh ly  s tim u la ting  discussion. 
Several to ld  Dunne tha t w h ile  
they did not agree w ith  his 
views they fe lt tha t such an 
exchange o f ideas was ex­
trem ely valuable.

A le tte r received from  the 
chairm an of the club thanked 
Dunne fo r his presentation and 
said, " I  th in k  you created a 
lo t of interest, and even though 
our p o lit ica l beliefs are opposite 
to yours, i t  was a hea lthy s itu ­
a tion fo r both  systems to be 
discussed.”  .

inspired in to  a c tiv ity  because 
of newspapers.”

W ith  Pow ell under th is  k ind  
o f fire  the Democrats are m ov­
ing  ahead to try  to  r id  them ­
selves o f a c iv il-r ig h ts  m averick 
even though i f  means deepen­
ing  the ire  of the many in 
H arlem  who are fed up w ith  
the machine and its “ Uncle 
Tom ”  lieutenants in  the area.

T A L K S  M IL IT A N T

The gaping holes in P ow e ll’s 
record in terms o f backing up 
m ilita n t ta lk  w ith  action is 
w e ll know n to H arlem  voters. 
Y e t they have regu la rly  re ­
turned h im  to office by huge 
p lu ra lities . The strength o f his 
machine is based in good meas­
ure on the fact that, compared 
to the local Tam m any stooges, 
he looks lik e  a real indepen­
dent.

A  dram atic m anifestation of 
the anti-Tam m any mood in 
H arlem  was provided at the 
N AA C P  ra lly  M ay 17 on the 
fou rth  anniversary of the Su- 
prepie C ourt school desegrega­
tion  decision. Powell, who u t i ­
lized the meeting fo r a slash­
ing  attack on his p o lit ica l op­
ponents, was greeted w ith  
strong applause. In sharp con­
trast, Borough President H ulan 
Jack, top Negro figure in  the 
Wagner adm in istra tion , and as­
sociated w ith  Wagner's sell-out 
of c iv il rights, was booed so 
round ly  by the large crowd that 
i t  was impossible fo r h im  to 
speak more than a few  sen­
tences.

The anti-Tam m any sentim ent 
appears so deep tha t some of 
those who w ant to help e lim i­
nate Pow ell feel i t  necessary 
to ta lk  out o f both sides of 
th e ir mouths. A fte r P ow e ll’s 
speech at the N AA C P  ra lly , 
national secretary Roy W ilk ins  
issued a statement a ttacking 
him  fo r a llegedly in c itin g  “ ra ­
cialism .!’

B u t at the same tim e he fe lt 
moved to po in t out: “ I t  may 
very  w e ll be . . . th a t his in ­
come tax troub les stem from  
his consistent and vigorous 
championship of c iv il  righ ts 
fo r his people. . . .  As fo r his 
support o f Mr. E isenhower in 
1956, we know  of other Demo­
crats elsewhere in  the nation 
who did no t support the Demo­
cratic party  in  tha t election 
and who have not been d rop­
ped by the pa rty .”

LOSES C H A IR M A N  POST

The dual standard o f the 
Democratic high command is 
more g la ring  than the statement 
indicates. In  1956 Pow ell was 
stripped o f his sen io rity  by the 
Dem ocratic House leadership, 
again on the claimed ground 
o f his endorsement o f Eisen­
hower, bu t actua lly  to prevent 
the possib ility  of his becoming 
chairman o f the Labor and Ed­
ucation Committee. On the 
other hand, no action was taken 
against M ississippi Congressman 
John W illiam s who campaigned 
fo r State’s R igh ter T. Coleman 
Andrew s against Stevenson.

The record of p o lit ica l pe r­
secution of Pow ell by  the 
Democrats and Republicans 
a like  is fu rth e r proof tha t p ro ­
gress in  the ba ttle  fo r c iv il 
rights demands a complete 
break w ith  both J im  Crow pa r­
ties and the organization o f a 
m ilita n t po litica l fig h t against 
them .

Calif. Socialists 
And Democratic 

Primary Race
LOS ANG ELES, M ay IB—The Socialist Party-Socia l Demo­

cratic Federation at its  C a lifo rn ia  stale convention last m onth 
endorsed F r it jo f  Thygeson as its candidate fo r U.S. Senator.
Thygeson had filed fo r the post on both the D em ocratic and 
P roh ib ition  party  p rim a ry  ballo ts under the state’s election code 
w hich perm its a candidate of one pa rty  to “ cross file ”  in  the  
others

The SP-SDF also planned to file  in the Republican p a rty  
but were unable to raise the additiona l $450 required o r to  
obtain 65 Republican sponsors fo r a place on the GOP ba llo t. 
In  the end. Thygeson also fa iled to q u a lify  fo r the P roh ib ition  
party  ticke t because he lacked one signature fo r the necessary 
65 sponsors. He w il l  thus run  solely on the Democratic p a rty  
ballot.

The SP-SDF decided to run th e ir  candidate fo r U.S. SenjitO i 
instead of fo r Governor, C a lifo rn ia ’s “ hottest”  election race. The 
decision was based on a desire not to challenge Pat B row n, the 
Democratic po litic ian  supported by the top labor o ffic ia ldom  
against Republican Senator K now land. B row n  is supposedly 
against K now land ’s “ r ig h t- to -w o rk -la w ”  campaign and is the fe - 
fo r favored by the labor leadership as a “ lesser of tw o evils.”  
On the o ther hand, though o ffic ia lly  endorsed by the CIO, th^ re  
is no real labor push behind C la ire Engel, the Dem ocratic 
nominee' fo r U.S. Senator.

The SP-SDF decision not to challenge B row n is in  lin e  w ith  
the pa rty -federa tion ’s policy to go along w ith  the top o ffic ia ldom  
o f  the labor movement in its support to cap ita lis t po litic ians. 
This was spelled out in a January 1957, speech by Louis G old­
berg, late vice-president of the SP-SDF at the m erger conven­
tion of the SP and SDF. "C a rry in g  out our document on p o lit ica l 
action," he said, "w e  w il l  not nom inate fo r pub lic  office candi­
dates in opposition to those endorsed by the leg itim ate  labor 
m ovem ent."

A nother v io la tion  of p o lit ica l independence invo lved in  the 
Thygeson campaign is his runn ing  under the banner o f a capi­
ta lis t p a rly  even though Thygeson intends to advertise h im se lf 
as a socialist.

The SP-SDF claims i t  chose th is pa rticu la r method o f par­
tic ipa ting  in the elections because of the severe restrictions tha t 
the C a lifo rn ia  ba llo t laws place on m in o rity  parties. The C a li­
forn ia  SP-SDF just lost a legal fight carried to the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt against the p ro h ib itive  qualifications. In  contesting fo r 
elem entary ba llo t righ ts, the organization was figh ting  not on ly  
fo r the rights of m in o rity  socialist parties bu t fo r the r ig h t of 
the labor movement to engage in independent po litica l action. 
T he ir legal fight, .therefore, deserved the support of every rad ica l 
w orker.

However, the SP-SDF is doing a disservice by  runn ing  on 
the cap ita lis t party  ballots as a means o f “g e ttin g ”  around th s  
election laws. An a ll- im p o rta n t goal the socialist movement and 
the unions must set themselves is to carry through a brgak. w ith  
the cap ita lis t parties and to challenge the cap ita lis t candidates 
w ith  candidates of the ir own. The w?y to fu rth e r the goal is fo r  
socialists to act on it — namely, to run independently w hereyer 
possible and to advocate s im ila r action by the labor movement.

Independent Avenues Open
A lthough  it is extrem ely d iff ic u lt fo r socialists to  do tf iis  in  

C a lifo rn ia  because of the restric tive  election laws, there are 
several avenues open to them even w ith  the ir present smallness 
of numbers. For example, i f  the SP-SDF had rea lly  wanted to 
place a candidate on the ba llo t in  such a way as not to be 
identified w ith  any of the cap ita lis t parties, i t  could have $un 
fo r any one of a num ber of non-partisan offices open fo r election 
¡n the prim aries.

The SP-SDF notion that it  can counteract being on the 
Democratic ba llo t by exp la in ing  tha t the ir candidate is rea lly  a 
socialist and favors independence from  the Democrats is false 
and illusory . For one thi*rg, to consistently ca rry  out plans l o t  » 
"socialist pro test" vote in  the Dem ocratic p rim ary , the  SP-SDF 
w ould  have to call on a ll socialist-m inded w orkers to reg is je r 
Democratic. Thus no m atter how strong ly the SP-SDF candid**« 
m ight advocate socialism and independent p o lit ica l action in i*  
w ould be com pletely overshadowed by his actions in an o p p o ifl*  
d irection.

The effect of such a contrad icto ry tactic is to  bolster the  
dangerous illus ion  fostered by the o ffic ia l labor leadership tha t 
the best way to advance labor’s po litica l interests is to stay in  
the Democratic P a rty  and contest fo r program  and candidates 
there in an attem pt to re form  it in labor’s d irection.

CHICAG O
Election Campaign Social. 

Thursday, M ay 22, 9 P.M. F o r­
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•
M IN N E A P O LIS

Socialist R a lly : Hear Rev.
Jos. P. K ing , candidate fo r 
Congress, 2nd Cong. D is tric t, 
Chicago, 111., speak fo r a un ited  
socialist ticke t! Saturday, June 
7, 322 Hennepin, Rm. 205.
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A t Six and Seven
I ■ ' B y  Theodor« K o v a le sky  1 ■ ■ ■

" I 'm  a tool and die m aker,”  Ken said.
The man d idn ’t sneer. He was too bored 

to sneer. “ Tool and die makers are a dime a 
dozen. A re  you looking  fo r w ork?”

Ken knew i t  wasn't rea lly  a question. I t  
was a sort o f password, and he gave the an­
swer, “ Yes.”

“ Sign here.”
I t  was his s ix th  unem ploym ent insurance 

check, and it  resembled a paycheck on ly in  
the way tha t a gaunt man resembles a fa t 
man.

F irs t hfe had tried  machine shops, the 
sm aller ones. The big factories w ould be a 
waste of time, he knew. B u t even the small 
places had nothing. A t most shops they said, 
“ Look, we're lay ing  o ff ou r own men. We 
haven’t got a th ing  fo r you.”  One l it t le  ma­
chine shop owner laughed at h im . “ A re  you 
k idd ing? " he asked. Ken sm iled too. L a te r he 
wondered w hy e ithe r of them had smiled.

Then one day, on his usual search through 
the classified ads, he read that the Wilson 
Machine Co. wanted a grinder.

The man at W ilson’s was skeptical. "B u t ' 
I  can run  any m achine," Ken to ld  him . "Tve 
had p len ty of experience on grinders."

“ I  don’t doubt you can run  it ,"  the man 
said, “ but we w ant a man who w il l  stay. You 
toolm akers are a ll the same. You don 't w an t 
to stick on a job  like  th is."

“ W hy I ’d like  no th ing be tte r than a 
chance to b u ild  up sen iority  at a place like  
W ilson’s," Ken lied.

“ The reason we've got an open job  here," 
the man continued, “ is tha t the last man on 
the job died. He worked on that job ," he said 
reverently , “ and died on it."

Ken was about to vo lun teer to die on the 
g rinde r’s job, h im self, b u t the man to ld  h im  
b ris k ly  tha t he d idn ’t  th in k  he w ould  do, so 
Ken le ft.

F in a lly , certain tha t a ll machine shop pos­
s ib ilitie s  had been exhausted, Ken' began to 
try  other places.

A t the da iry  he tr ie d  to stifle his disgust 
a t the sweet-sour odor th a t permeated the 
bu ild ing . "Yes," he to ld the man w ith  hearty 
enthusiasm, ‘T v e  decided tha t machine shops 
aren ’t rea lly  m y line  of w ork. W hat I ’d rea lly  
l ik e  is to w ork  in  a da iry ."

The boss was unmoved. Nobody could fool 
him. " If  you were a dairy man," he said. " If  
you were really a dairy man, you would of 
never wasted all those years in machine 
■hops."

“ W e ll,”  Ken realized he was floundering a 
lit t le ,  “ I d idn ’t  realize it  u n til la te ly. I thought 
i t  a ll out, I took stock of m yself . . . ”

“ Once a da iry  man,”  the boss said stern ly, 
“ always a da iry  man. You w ould  have known.
I  knew  when I  was a k id .”

Ken m om entarily  toyed w ith  the notion 
of te llin g  h im  a crue l uncle had forced h im

to be a toolm aker instead of*a da iry  man, and 
tha t the uncle had recently died, freeing him 
to seek the life  he loved, the life  of a true 
da iry  man; but he sensed tha t the boss w ould 
scorn h im  fo r not having defied—or even k i l l ­
ed— the im aginary uncle who stood between 
h im  and his true vocation. Rather than secure 
h im  the job, th is story w ould merely lower 
h im  in the forem an’s esteem.

N ext he spent some o f his slender finances 
on a chauffeur’s license and started m aking 
the rounds of the truck ing  concerns.

H is firs t encounter was prophetic of the 
rest. “ You a in ’t no tru ck  d rive r,"  the h irin g  
boss to ld  Ken. "Y o u ’re a toolm aker."

“ Sure I was a toolm aker,”  Ken admitted, 
almost w ith  shame, “ but I  w ant to get away 
from  it. I w ant a job out in  the open a ir . . . ”

"The Hercules Trucking Co. ain't no out­
door health cure," the boss said sanctimonious­
ly  and added in an accusing tone, "Anyhow, 
you're a toolmaker."

H ow do you like  tha t! Ken thought, here 
there ’s a caste system ju s t like  in  Ind ia , and 
he had never realized i t  before. O f course, 
being in the tool and die m aker’s caste w ould 
be bette r than say a dishwasher’s caste, but 
when there was no w ork fo r toolmakers, it  
wasn’t so good. Besides, when his checks ran 
out, he’d be m igh ty  glad to get a pearl-d iv ing  
job.

F in a lly  in  desperation he decided to an­
swer one of those te rrib le , cheery ads tha t 
say, "Salesmen, pleasant w o rk, oppo rtun ity  to 
make $200 a week etc., etc.”

Approaching the door of the Stecuco Sales 
Company (Steel C u tle ry  Co., finest stainless 
steel d innerw are), he was surprised to hear 
a dolorous, ry th m ic  chant. Ken stopped, lis ­
tened, then shrugged his shoulders and opened 
the office door.

There in  tw o tiers against the fa r w a ll 
stood a group of men clad in  jackets and 
mackinaws, ho ld ing in  th e ir r ig h t hands shiny 
tan im ita tion  leather sample cases. Judging 
from  th e ir appearance they were fo rm er steel 
w orkers and auto workers. N ot one looked like  
a salesman is generally expected to look. And 
fo llow ing  the lead of a sin ister, jo lly , cigar 
chewing, p lum p sales manager, they were in ­
toning m iserably, in  chorus:

"We're lucky guys, we make good dough, 
"We're glad we work for Siecucol"

Ken listened in unbe liev ing  horror, then 
q u ie tly  closed the door and w ent home.

The next day he stood in  line  once again. 
In  seven days’ tim e the m an’s boredom had 
doubled. F la tly  he gave the incantation, “ Look­
ing fo r w ork?”

Ken obliged w ith  the correct response: 
“ Yes.”

“ Sign here.”
Check number seven.

... Tax-Reduction
, (Continued from  Page 1) 

house and hote l apartments, 
fancy restaurant and n ig h t­
c lub parties, ca ll g irls  (as a 
h igh ly-pub lic ized  New Y ork  
p ro s titu tio n  t r i a l  in vo lv ing  
General E lectric showed last 
year), etc., etc.

Cited by the February issue 
of Labor's Economic Review 
(A FL-C IO ) is the case of a 
Pennsylvania dairy owner and 
his wife who spent five months 
on a trip  to Europe and an 
African safari and put the bill 
down as operating expenses of 
the dairy. When the item was 
challenged, the Tax Court held 
that because they had taken 
moving pictures, the trip  was 
“an ordinary and necessary" 
business expense.

No w o rke r w ould  com plain 
th a t the tax collecting was in ­
e ffic ien t. B u t th a t is on ly  from  
th e ir  ow n experience. The tax 
setup is ex trem e ly  e ffic ien t — 
against wage income, i.e. 
against w o rk in g  people. B u t 
h igher up i t  is another story. 
There is no w ithho ld ing  sys-

M inn. to Hear 
Joseph King
M IN N E A P O LIS  —  Rever­

end Joseph P. King, united 
socialist candidate for Con- 
gross in  Chicago, w ill be the 
guest of honor at a banquet 
and meeting here Saturday, 
June 7. Sponsored by the 
Socialist Workers Party, it 
w ill be held at 322 Hennepin 
Avenue. Dinner w ill be 
served at 7 p.m. and Rev. 
King w ill speak at 8:30 P.M.

It  is expected that the visti 
by' King w ill help to stimu­
late the movement for united 
socialist electoral activity in 
this area.

tem on income from  stocks and 
bonds, in te rest o r any other 
k ind  of income. The latest 
availab le figures (1952) show 
tha t whereas 95% of a ll wage 
and S a lary income was repo rt­
ed, on dividends i t  was bu t 
87%, on in te rest on ly 39%, and 
70% on the income o f self- 
employed.
$9 B IL L IO N  
T H A T GETS A W A Y

The A FL-C IO , specifying 
loopholes and escape clauses in 
the tax setup th a t should be 
closed, gives item ized estimates 
of how much the governm ent 
w ould  thereby collect from  the 
high income brackets. The to ta l 
comes to $9,100,000,000 a year.

The A F L -C IO  proposal to 
raise the basic in d iv id u a l ex­
em ption from  the present $600 
to $700 w ould  mean a tax  re ­
duction o f $20 a year fo r  each 
w orke r and an add itiona l $20 
fo r each dependent. O f course, 
th is w ou ld  no t help a w orker 
unemployed fo r the w hole year 
who, having no income, has no 
income tax  to pay. The A F L - 
C IO  leaders believe th a t i t  
w ou ld  benefit h im  in d ire c tly  
through the effect on em ploy­
ment o f the increased spending 
by w orkers who w ou ld  have 
tha t much m ore money to 
spend.

However tha t m ay be, such a 
reduction w ould  benefit a ll fu l ly  
employed w orkers and many 
p a rtia lly  employed w o r k e r s .  
The $700 b a s i c  exem ption 
w ou ld  mean th a t a fa m ily  of 
fo u r w ith  an income of $3,100 
or less w ou ld  pay no income 
tax. Since the Department of 
Labor figures, brought up to 
date w ith today's prices, show 
that a fam ily of four needs 
$4,472 a year just to maintain 
a minimum, decent standard 
of living, the demand is ex­
tremely modest.

Issue
I t  is possible there w il l  be 

a tax  cu t in  th is Congress. This 
is no t because the Democratic 
leaders o f Congress are g iv ing  
in to the demands o f the A F L - 
CIO, bu t because the Chamber 
of Commerce, the N ationa l As­
sociation of M anufacturers and 
other B ig Business groups have 
decided fo r a cut. B u t th is 
means tha t the lio n ’s share of 
the cut w il l  go to the upper 
brackets and on ly a few  crumbs 
to w o rk ing  people. The truce 
between the Democratic Con­
gressional leaders and the ad­
m in is tra tion  on tax  legislation 
thus is no t on ly  to fac ilita te  
jo in t agreement on the if  and 
when of any new ta x  law  but 
also on who-gets-what.
LACKS POWER

The reason the present tax 
laws sw indle the w orkers and 
favor the rich , and tha t any 
tax cut com ing out o f th is  Con­
gress w il l  do the same, is tha t 
labor is almost im poten t po­
lit ic a lly . And the cause fo r th is  
is tha t the unions haven’t  b u ilt  
th e ir ow n p o lit ica l pa rty  but 
t r y  to exert influence through 
the tw o cap ita lis t parties.

Once labor breaks out o f the 
vicious c irc le  in  w h ich  i t  has 
been p o lit ica lly  trapped, then 
w ith  rea l possib ility  o f success 
i t  could push fo r a drastic over­
haul o f the ta x  setup. Such a 
revision should include doing 
away with all sales taxes and 
abolition of income tax for 
those earning $7,500 a year or 
less.

(Second o f tw o articles)

URGE END TO JIM -CROW
The student senate at the 

U n ive rs ity  of M iam i, an a ll- 
w h ite  school recently  voted a 
resolution 14-11 urg ing  the u n i­
ve rs ity  adm in istra tion  to end 
segregation because of race or 
color.

Worker's Bookshelf
v

THE ESSENCE OF C H R IS T I­
A N IT Y . By Ludwig Feurbach. 
339 pages. Paper: $1.45 plus 
15 cents postage.

A  m ateria lis t analysis o f re ­
lig ion , im po rtan t in  the de­
velopm ent o f M a rx is t thought.

» • •
G IA N T  IN  C HAINS. By Bar- 
rows Dunham. 265 pages $1.50 
plus 15 cents postage.

A  M arx is t account of the 
meaning and h is to ry  o f ph ilos­
ophy. W ritte n  in  a popular 
style, the book is in tensely in ­
teresting and w itty .

• • •
ON EDU C A TIO N . By K rup­
skaya. 254 pages. 75 cents plus 
10 cents postage.

Published by the Foreign

Languages Publish ing House in 
Moscow, it  is an interesting 
book conta in ing selected a r t i­
cles and speeches. Some sec­
tion  headings: M y L ife ; A r t i ­
cles about Len in ; How to O r­
ganize Y outh ; Self-Education.

*  *  •

LABOR: FREE A ND  SLAVE. 
Workingmen and the Anti- 
Slavery Movement in the United 
States. By Bernard Mandel. 256 
pages $1.00 (originally $3.00).

An o rig ina l w o rk  tha t clear­
ed up w hat had long been a 
cloudy h istorica l problem : just 
where w h ite  w orkers and the ir 
organized movements stood on 
the figh t against slavery. The 
New Y ork D ra ft Riots. The Na­
tional Labor U nion and the 
N ational Colored Labor Union.

An inva luable  book fo r s tu ­
dents o f labor and Negro h is­
tory.

• t *

K AR L L IEB K N EC H T. Man 
Without a Country. By K arl W. 
Meyer. 180 pages $3.25.

In  the generation since the 
assassination of th is  great revo­
lu tio n a ry  leader there has been 
on ly one other b iography of 
h im  w ritte n , and i t  has not 
been translated from  the G er­
man. This new biography in 
English w il l  f i l l  a deplorable 
gap in the bookcases of so­
c ia list-m inded Americans.

* • »
Order the above from Pioneer 

Publishers, 116 U n i v e r s i t y  
Placs, New York 3, N.Y.
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Auto Workers Fate Arrogant Corporations
X

B y  F re d  H als tead  
Close to half of the 650,000 

members of the UAW  in the 
auto industry are unemployed. 
Because of loss of overtime and 
inflation, the rest have taken an 
average cut in real wages of 
over 10% since February, 1957. 
(U.S. News and World Report, 
May 23.) This cut has occurred 
in spite of automatic wage in­
creases received over the past 
year under present union con­
tracts. An increase of at least 
250 an hour would be necessary 
simply to bring weekly buying 
power of the employed auto 
worker up to last year's level.

The three m a jo r auto cor­
porations, whose contracts w ith  
the U nited A u to  W orkers U nion 
expire at the end of th is month, 
are s ti l l  ho ld ing to the ir de­
mand tha t the present contracts 
be renewed fo r  tw o  years w ith ­
out change.

The auto bosses, in  news se- 
leases designed fo r w ide public 
consumption, c la im  tha t the 
un ion ’s demands w ould cost the 
companies up to 730 an hour. 
B u t management journa ls are 
much more candid. “ The com­
pany-union differences in  eco­
nomic demands," says the May 
1 W a ll Street Journal, “ are not 
ve ry  fa r apart in  th e ir essen­
tials. The rea lly  im portan t union 
demand, fo r a general wage in ­
crease, comes to 10 cents an 
hour and the companies say 
they have a l r e a d y  offered 
seven.”  (Renewal of the present 
contract w ould grant s ix to 
nine cents annua lly  in  auto­
m atic increases.)
14 CENTS?

The M ay 10 Business Week 
says tha t GM m ight agree to a 
“ package”  costing 14c* * 1 per hour, 
and predicts tha t U AW  leaders 
w ould  q u ick ly  settle fo r  that.

U A W  negotiators have not 
released estimates o f the over­
a ll cost o f th e ir  demands, nor 
has Reuther seen f it  to keep the 
ranks inform ed as to the p ro ­
gress o f negotiations, b u t there 
is no ind ication from  any union 
source tha t the U A W  leaders 
w il l  not settle fo r the figures 
mentioned in  the cap ita lis t 
press. I f  they do, the corpor­
ations w il l  have succeeded in 
forc ing ith e  auto w orkers to 
sustain a substantia l cut in 
th e ir liv in g  standards, w ith  the 
prospect tha t w eekly buying 
power w il l  keep dropping d u r­
ing the life  of the next con­
tract as i t  has du ring  the last 
year.

A settlem ent m ay include 
some increase or extension of 
Supplem entary Unem ploym ent 
Benefits estimated by the union 
to cost the corporations an ad­
d itiona l one cent an hour. But 
unem ploym ent ia expected to 
continue at a high rate even 
a fte r production on the 1959 
models gets under way, accord­
ing to the M ichigan E m ploy­
m ent Security Commission. By 
the fend of Ju ly , 126,000 w o rk ­
ers in  tha t state alone w il l  have 
exhausted a 11 unem ploym ent 
benefits.

The industry has a stock-pile 
of 750.000 unsold cars —  enough 
to supply the market for 53 
days even if a strike shut off 
all production. The industry's 
authoritative statistical publica­
tion, Ward's Automotive Re­
ports, said this month that the 
corporations plan a "virtual

Seamen Sue 
Over Screening
Court action is now under 

way to end collusive efforts 
of shipping companies and 
National Maritim e Union of­
ficials to continue the black­
listing of merchant seamen 
who had been tagged as "se­
curity risks" under the Coast 
Guard screening p r o g r a m  
which was invalidated by 
the courts. »

On winning back their 
shipping papers after the 
coast guard screening was 
junked, these seamen found 
that the union refused to 
register them for employ­
ment. It  claimed contractual 
agreement with the shippers 
prevented them from doing 
so.

On May 8, pre-trial mo­
tions were argued in a Fed­
eral Court damage suit in­
stituted against the NMU. 
the Merchant Marine Insti­
tute and six major steam­
ship companies. The suit was 
brought by 15 of the victim ­
ized seamen. The court ac­
tion was made possible by 
the activity of the Seamen's 
Defense Committee. With  
offices at 813 8lh Ave.. in 
New York, the committee 
has sparked the fight against 
the blacklisting of merchant 
seamen.

Delegates to the 1957 UAW  convention opposed Reu- 
ther's dues hike plan in large part on the ground that the 
union officialdom was not effectively combatting the steady 
increase of speed-up in the plants. Since the recession the 
speed-up problem has grown even more acute.

s trike  —  a w a lkou t w ith  as 
l it t le  active rank-and-file  par­
tic ipa tion  as possible —  w ould 
not substantia lly  h u rt the cor­
porations r ig h t how. B u t the 
U AW  was b u ilt against greater 
odds than those now p re va il­
ing. Serious preparations by the 
union fo r m ilita n t mass action 
— of the cà lib re  of the s it 
down strikes, fo r instance — 
w ould make the bosses stop and 
th in k .
PIPE DREAMS

B ut tha t k ind  of m ature, re ­
sponsible and practica l po licy 
is v ir tu a lly  excluded —  fo r the 
present. Reuther and his staff 
have been too busy w ith  the ir 
pipe dreams about progress 
under capita lism  to prepare the 
ranks o f the union to struggle 
in  th e ir own behalf. A nd  Reu­
th e r junked  the demand fo r a 
shorter w o rk  week tha t could 
have ra llie d  support from  both 
unemployed and employed and 
from  the coun try ’s en tire  w o rk ­
ing class.

One reason the auto bosses 
are so arrogant now  is because 
they know  the morale o f the 
ranks has been im paired, at 
least tem porarily . “ I f  there 
were real ■ s tr ike  issues this 
year,”  observes the May 10 
Business Week, “ such discon­
ten t w ould  be q u ick ly  fo r ­
gotten in solid support.”

REUTHER

tive ly . I t  was th is fee ling —  
tha t they were not getting w hat 
was coming to them — tha t led 
the w orkers to seek special 
channels fo r ge tting  im prove­
ments. That was the basic d r iv ­
ing force behind the re vo lt of 
the skilled  trades a fte r the 1955 
contract was signed. In  tha t 
case, much of the hea lthy m il i­
tancy and energy w h ich  a class- 
struggle po licy w ould  have 
channeled in to  union bu ild ing , 
was thw arted  and gave rise to 
fu tile  sp lin te r movements.

production blackout" this sum­
mer. Shutdowns for model 
changes will begin one to three 
months earlier than usual, says 
Ward's, and are expected to 
continue until the stock-pile is 
depleted.

Most auto w orkers now em­
ployed, therefore, face layoffs 
soon. A s tr ike  now w ould  make 
them ine lig ib le  fo r unem ploy­
m ent compensation.

U AW  leaders have repeatedly 
announced th a t they w il l  no t 
be forced in to  a s trike  now, ai)d 
have instructed local unions at 
Ford and General Motors to 
prepare to operate w ith o u t con­
tracts. S im ila r instructions fo r 
C hrysler w orkers are expected.

W ith  the union leaders com­
m itted  to a po licy  o f refusing 
to figh t in  spite o f provocation, 
the companies can have a fie ld 
day underm in ing union condi­
tions and speeding up w orkers 
w ith in  the plants. And the cor­
porations can s til l force a strike  
any tim e they choose w ith  some 
drastic action lik e  cu tting  wages 
or fir ing  union representatives.

From any po in t of view , the 
present po licy of the Reuther 
leadership can on ly  resu lt in  a 
loss fo r  the workers. The pre­
sent conditions in the industry, 
however, do no t mean tha t 
there is no a lte rna tive  to th is 
policy of disorganized retreat. 
I t  is true tha t a R euther-type

Ever since 1947 Reuther has 
been r id in g  the boom, counting 
on getting  concessions w ith o u t 
a real struggle. This po licy  cost 
the w orkers dearly, p a rticu la rly  
in  increased speed-up. B u t w h ile  
the boom lasted, certa in  gains 
were made — p a rtly  because 
o f tra d itio n a l U AW  rank-and- 
file „m ilitancy  tha t was not 
easily suppresed, and p a rtly  
because of the sheer w e igh t of 
the union in  a period o f re la ­
tive  labor shortage.
B u t the gains w ould  have been 

much greater had a more re ­
sponsible —  tha t is a class- 
struggle —  po licy  been fo llo w ­
ed throughout. The ranks of the 
union fe lt th is almost instinc-

Now that the boom it  over, 
Reuther is in full retreat. He 
dumped the shorter work-week 
demand, not because it is not 
suited to the time — any child 
knows it is —  but because he 
knew the corporations would 
not grant it without a fight. 
Now the corporations are not 
granting anything without a 
fight. Any settlement less than 
254 an hour w ill involve a cut 
in living standards for the 
employed auto worker, and the 
unemployed w ill still be out on 
the street. M ark down another 
experience —  and this time a 
very wide-spread and deep-go­
ing one —  with Reuther's class- 
collaborationist policies.

Rosenberg-Sobell T ria l 
Record Again A  vailable

B y  M y ra  T anner Weiss
M A Y  21 — The Com m ittee to Secure Justice fo r 

M orton Sobell announced today the th ird  p r in tin g  of the 
record in  the 1951 tr ia l of Ju lius  and Ethel Rosenberg and 
M orton Sobell. The boxed set* 
of eight paper-bound volumes 
w ith  1715 pages w i l l  be re-
leased June 2 fo r sale at $6.00. 
I t  can be purchased from  the 
Committee to Secure Justice 
fo r M orton Sobell, 940 B road­
way, New Y o rk  10, N. Y. *

The Rosenbergs were execut­
ed in  1953 despite w orld -w ide  
protests. M orton Sobell was sen­
tenced to 30 years in  prison. 
S till these savage sentences 
settled nothing. As Look maga­
zine last October pointed out, 
“ B u t now — fou r years after 
the execution —  the clever 
propaganda of the Communists 
has so confused many loya l 
citizens tha t they are asking 
themselves: Were the Rosen­
bergs re a lly  g u ilty? ”  1

The record o f the tr ia l at the 
height of the w itch -h u n t hys­
teria  can ha rd ly  be called 
“ Com m unist”  propaganda. B ut 
i t  is precisely the record that 
has done more than any other 
book to cause people to shout 
“ fram e-up.”

Dr. H arold C. U rey, atomic 
scientist and Nobel Prize w in ­
ner, commented, “ U n til the 
tim e I  was ha lf-w ay through 
the record, I was convinced tha t 
the defendants were com pletely 
g u ilty . But as I  read on I  was 
shocked by w ha t had taken 
place. I t  was p la in ly  obvious 
tha t there was o u tr ig h t pe rju ry . 
I was astounded at how  lit t le  
there was about M orton Sobell 
in  the tr ia l. You cannot te ll 
w hat he is even supposed to 
have done.”
"OVERT ACTS"

Indeed, the firs t ind ictm ent 
of the “ conspirators" by the 
Grand Ju ry , Aug. 17, 1950, a fte r 
" fu l l ”  confessions of the gov­
ernm ent witnesses, made no 
mention at a ll o f M orton So­
bell. Eleven “ overt acts" were 
charged. Sobell was not m en­
tioned in any of them. Two 
superseding indictm ents added 
the name o f Sobell and a 
tw e lfth  "o ve rt act,”  w hich also 
fa iled to deal w ith  any act 
com m itted by Sobell.

When Sobell was accused in 
Texas he was charged w ith  five 
“ overt acts,”  a ll consisting of 
“ conversations" w ith  Rosenberg 
beginning in 1946, about tw o 
years a fte r the alleged the ft of 
atom secrets. These "conversa­

tions}”  apparently forgotten, 
were never explained in  the 
tr ia l.

Before Ihe trial, Sobell's 
lawyers attempted to find out 
what Sobell was specifically 
accused of doing. They failed.

A t the tr ia l itse lf, the sole 
w itness to “ espionage”  against 
M orton Sobell was tha t of 
confessed perju rer, M ax E lit-  
cher. According to him , Sobell 
asked fo r names of persons 
who m igh t give secrets. E litcher 
gave none. Sobell asked E litcher 
fo r secrets. E litche r gave none. 
E litche r said he Saw photo­
graphic equipm ent in Sobell’s 
apartment. He said he saw So­
bell, a fra id  o f an FB I v is it, de­
liv e r to Rosenberg “ w hat I  
identified then as a 35 m i l l i ­
meter film  can.”

And fina lly , E litche r was 
asked:

“Q: In  the tim e tha t you 
worked w ith  Sobell at Reeves 
Instrum ent Company, or at any 
time, d id you ever see Sobell 
take any papers or documents?

A: W ell, in  the course o f his 
duties, I did, as fa r as I  know,
I saw him  take —  he had a 
briefcase, and he d id take 
things out of Reeves In s tru ­
ment. I presume that they had 
to do w ith  w ork  . . . b u t w hat 
i t  was, or w ha t the m ateria l 
was, I do not know .”  This con­
cluded the governm ent’s use of 
E litcher.
SOLE BASIS FOR CASE

Judge Irv in g  Kaufm an, de­
spite his obvious bias against 
the defense, was compelled to 
charge the ju ry : “ I f  you do 
not believe the testim ony of 
Max E litche r as i t  pertains to 
Sobell, then you m ust acquit 
the defendant Sobell.”

Despite the fact tha t E litcher 
feared prosecution by the FB I 
on at least a pe rju ry  charge 
and by his testim ony escaped 
punishment, the ju ry  believed 
E litcher. Sobell was sentenced 
to 30 years in  prison —  a 
v ir tu a l life  sentence fo r a man 
in his early th irties.

The trial record makes quite 
clear, however, that though So­
bell was tried and punished as 
a part of a "conspiracy" to 
steal atom secrets, the govern­
ment never linked him with  
any of ihe overt acts in that 
alleged conspiracy.

Railroad Employment 
Is Lowest in 60 Years

B y  C. R. H e d lu n d

M IN N E A P O L IS  — Railroad transporta tion  has been 
a sh rink ing  indus try  fo r years. Beginning w ith  the open­
ing of the Panama Canal and up to the present time, the 
ra ilroads have played a lo s ing *
game in the ir struggle w ith  
more modern kinds o f trans­
porta tion like  w ater and a ir­
ways, m otor transport, p ipe­
lines and auto travel.

Technological developments 
have also taken a heavy to ll on 
ra il employment. Labor-saving 
equipm ent has been insta lled in  
every departm ent on the ra il­
roads, a ll the w ay from  track 
maintenance to office w ork.
D IESEL CUTS OUT JOBS

The diesel engine alone e lim ­
inated thousands o f ra ilroad 
jobs. This type o f m otive power 
requires very l it t le  maintenance 
service as compared to the old 
steam locomotive. It  did away 
with all helper crews in hill 
and mountain territory, as a 
number of diesel units could be 
added on the head of a train 
and all handled by one engine 
crew.

W ith  its greater efficiency, 
longer tra ins could be handled. 
Its  easy maintenance made i t  
possible fo r the ra ilroads to 
close round-houses, repa ir shops 
and even entire  term inals.

A ll  this, plus the present 
drop in  business generally, has 
reduced em ploym ent on the 
railroads to the lowest leve l in

the past 60 years. This drop in  
em ploym ent has, according to 
latest Interstate C o m m e r c e  
Commission reports, reduced 
,the ra ilroad  w ork  force by 
1,600,000 since 1920. The pres­
ent work force is reported by 
the commission to be a little  
over 800.000.

Mountain Spring 

Children’s Camp

RD #1, Washington, N. J. 
(near New York and Phila.) 
Boys and Girls Six to 13. 
$32.50 per week includes 
everything. Seven weeks 
starting July 7. Send for 
leaflet to: Mrs. C. F. Weiss- 
man. 325 East 17th St., New 
York 3, N. Y. OR telephone 
OR 5-1756 (N.Y.C.) between 
6 and 9 P.M.


