
N. Y. Official Hits 
Sobell Group's 
Right to Meet

By M yra  Tanner Weiss

NEW  YO R K, A p r il 16 — The Com m ittee to Secure 
Justice for M orton Sobell on A p r il 14 received the fo llo w ­
ing telegram : “ Please be advised tha t we have cancelled
the d inner to be held by you r*--------------------------------------------------

“ conspiracy to com m it espio­
nage.”  Precisely fo r th is reason 
the Sobell Com m ittee had ta k ­
en every precaution to fu lly  
in fo rm  the Tavern on the 
Green of the purposes of the 
banquet and its sponsors and 
to obtain the reservation in 
contract form .

Negotiations fo r the Tavern ’s 
fac ilities  began Feb. 19, more 
than tw o months before the 
scheduled banquet. A  signed 
contract was received by the 
Sobell Com m ittee on Feb. 21.

comm ittee at Tavern on the 
Green on A p r il 21 stop le tte r 
fo llow s." The telegram was 
sent by the priva te  restaurant 
that leases its p roperly  from  
New Y ork C ity  Parks' D epart­
ment, headed by Robert Moses.

In  these few words the w ork 
o f months o f p lanning and o r­
ganizing suddenly came to a 
sickening halt. Those who seek 
justice fo r Morton Sobell m ust 
also find the tim e and energy 
to  figh t fo r th e ir own c iv il 
liberties.

The Sobell Committee is not 
unaccustomed to meeting op­
position. Indeed every con­
ceivable obstacle has been 
placed in the path of those who 
w ould  defend the young scien­
tist, serving a 30-year prison 
term  on fram ed-up charges of

Score A-Tests

A t the end o f a long w a lk, 
delegations from  Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey 
and New Y ork , a rrive  at 
U nited Nations headquarters, 
above, to  seek that organiza­
tion's support of the ir demand 
fo r a ban on nuclear tests.

F u lly  assured o f its righ ts  — 
signed, sealed and delivered — 
the Sobell Committee was able 
to proceed at fu l l  speed w ith  
its preparations fo r the big 
event. A pp rox im a te ly  450 res­
ervations at $10 each had been 
sold at the beginning of th is  
week. A capacity attendance of 
600 was expected.
A LC A T R A Z  C H A P LA IN

The Reverend Peter M cCor­
mack of San Francisco, form er 
Protestant Chaplain at A lcatraz 
where Sobell was imprisoned 
fo r more than five years, was 
scheduled as p rinc ipa l speaker. 
He had been forced to resign 
his A lcatraz post fo r signing a 
pe tition  to free M orton Sobell. 
Helen and Rose Sobell, w ife  
and m other of the prisoner, 
were also scheduled to be 
present at the banquet.

Then came the telegram  from  
the Tavern on the Green.

Last Thursday, A p r il 10, the 
N.Y. Journa l-Am erican carried 
a story reporting  opposition to 
the coming Sobell banquet. The 
Tavern on the Green was 
quoted as stating that i t  had 
checked on the Sobell Com­
m ittee to see if  it  were listed 
on the A tto rney  General’s “ sub­
versive”  lis t. F ind ing  tha t it  
was not so listed, the restaurant 
had signed the contract.

On the next day, A p r il 11, 
the restaurant called the So­
be ll Com m ittee and asked i f  
the Com m ittee w ould  vo lu n ­
ta r ily  release the Tavern from  
its contract. The Sobell com­
m ittee pa tien tly  explained that

( Continued on Page } )

D etro it Takes 1st Place 
In  Socialist Fund Drive

By M u rry  Weiss

A P R IL  16 — A t the ha lf-w ay m ark in the $20,000 
Socialist Expansion Fund drive, 41 [i o f the to ta l quota 
has been paid up by branches of the Socialist W orkers 
Party, and a ll reports po in t to a 
stepped-up tempo in tire remaining 
six weeks of the campaign.

The D e iro it branch has espiured 
the lead w ith  a 2% edge on B u f­
falo, w hich has been pacing the 
d rive  thus far.

F ive  branches are paid up on 
schedule or ahead of it, and a ll 
areas but one are on the active lis t 
o f the scoreboard. (See Scoreboard 
page two.)

Most heartening is the substan­
tia l help tha t is coming in  from  
many new and old friends and w e ll- 
w ishers of the party. Philadelphia 
Fund D irector w rites: “ We v is ited a 
fr iend  who has been an active 
radical fo r many years who told 
us ‘the SWP can be proud of its 
record.’ Wc thanked him  and to ld 
h im , ‘now is the tim e to help us 
in  our Socialist Expansion Fund 
and in the fight fo r a U nited Socia l­
ist T icke t.’ He promised to give $75 
in three insta llm ents and plunked 
down $25. More power to the Fund 
D r iv e !”

In  the m ail we received a con­
tr ib u tio n  to the d rive  from  a U n i­
ve rs ity  of Chicago student who was 
interested in the famous M inneap­
olis truck  d rive rs  s trike  o f 1934 
w h ich  was led by members of the 
SWP. l ie  had purchased a copy of 
Charles W a lke r’s Am erican C ity  
w h ich  te lls the 
s t o r y  o f  t h i s  
s trike , sent us a 
check fo r $15 and 
asked tha t the re­
m ainder of $12.50 
be applied to the 
Expansion Fund.

D e tro it reports 
tha t "the  fu n d ­
ra ising dinner-so­
cia l held here last 
Saturday n i g h t  
was the most suc­
cessful a ffa ir of 
its type we have 
ever had" a n d  
sent in S180 which 
pu t them in the
lead. The branch is now concentrating on having tw o-th irds of 
its quota paid before May Day —  the tw o -th irds  m ark in  the 
nationa l drive.
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Supreme Court 
Rules for Matles
On A p r il 7, James Matles, 

organization d irecto r of the 
U nited E lectrica l, Radio and 
Machine W o r k e r s  Union 
(Ind.) won reversal of a de- 
na tura liza tion  order against 
h im  and of a contempt of 
court conviction. The U.S. 
Supreme Court acted in  the 
case w ith o u t sta ling its  rea­
sons.

Matles was ordered de­
naturalized on the tes ti­
mony of three paid in fo rm ­
ers in  proceedings that be­
gan in 1956. The contempt of 
court conviction arose out of 
the proceedings, when Matles 
refused to obey a court order 
to be sworn fo r exam ination 
before tr ia l by  a U.S. a t­
torney.

M alles' attorneys reopened 
the case fo llow ing  the Su­
preme Court's Jencks de­
cision last year, since the de­
fense had been denied access 
to F B I reports of the w it ­
nesses' o rig ina l testim ony.

Threaten Jail 
For Pacifists 
Defying Tests

By Herm an Chauka
A P R IL  12 —  G rim ly  de­

term ined to carry through its 
projected series of g ian t nu­
clear tests in the Pacific, the 
A tom ic E n e r g y  Commission 
issued a decree A p r il 11 
b a ilin g  Am erican citizens from  
entering the danger zone which 
embraces a 390,000 square- 
m ile area around the Eniw etok 
and B ik in i A to lls. The decree is 
specifically designed to prevent 
the four-m an crew of the 30- 
foot ketch, the Golden Rule, 
from  sa iling in to  the test area. 
The fo u r pacifist opponents of 
nuclear testing are heading fo r 
the M arshall Islands to be in 
the danger area when the tests 
are held. By thus risk ing  the ir 
lives they hope fu rth e r to 
arouse w orld  opinion against 
the deadly blasts.

The edict empowers the gov­
ernm ent to arrest any U.S. 
citizen entering the area and 
provides fo r penalties of up to 
tw o years in prison and a 
$5,000 fine. In a radioed state­
ment, A p r il 12. A lb e rt B igelow, 
skipper of the Golden Rule, de­
clared: “ We shall continue to 
sail in to  the test area come 
what may.”

B igelow  was commander of a 
naval destroyer in W orld War 
II. Accom panying h im  are W il­
liam  H untington  of St. James, 
N.Y., George W illoughby of 
B lackwood Terrace, N.J., and 
David Gale of Falls ington, Pa. 
T he ir voyage is sponsored by 
Non-V io lent A c t i o n  Against 
Nuclear Weapons, a pacifist 
committee.

The AEC edict represents a 
m ajor restric tion  on the move­
ment of U.S. citizens on the 
high seas. I t  was issued a fte r 
the Justice Departm ent tried 
unsuccessfully f o r  s e v e r a l  
months to find an existing law 
under w hich it could ha lt the 
Golden Rule.
POISONS FISH SUPPLY 

A ctua lly , by conducting tests 
in the Pacific, the U.S. govern­
ment violates freedom of the 

(Continued on Page 2)

News Item : A fte r Soviet U nion halted its nuclear tests, U.S. Secretary of State Dulles 
to ld a W ashington press conference: "W e decided we could not in  fairness . . .  to the 
Am erican people, perhaps to hum anity , desist in  a program  1U.S. H -bom b tests! w h ich  we 
believe to be sound . . ."

State Dept, and A-Tests
----------------------------------------  A N  E D IT O R IA L  ----------------------------------------

A lw ays try  to find a “ good" reason 
to hide the real reason fo r a pa rticu la r 
policy. This is a tested m axim  of capita l­
ist dip lom acy. A  case in po in t is W ashing­
ton ’s last-d itch  efforts to fru s tra te  the 
w orld  demand for a ban on nuclear tests. 
Two “ good” reasons have been advanced 
for keeping the tests going. Both have 
been proven so fraudu len t that they may 
have to be discarded.

A rgu ing  against the Soviet offer of a 
monitored test ban, W ashington has false­
ly  claimed that such an agreement would 
be meaningless because nuclear bombs 
could be exploded w ithou t being detected.

To bolster the argum ent, scientific 
in fo rm ation  to the con tra ry  has been 
suppressed and falsified. (I. F. Stone’s 
W eekly nailed the AEC on the claim  that 
its  underground nuclear shot in Nevada 
was detected on ly 230 m iles away when 
actua lly  i t  was recorded as fa r off as 
Alaska.)

The worst “ good”  reason fo r keeping 
the radioactive tests going is the one 
about developing a “ clean” bomb— for the 
sake of “ hum an ity ,”  as the sanctimonius 
Secretary of State puts it.

This attem pted propaganda sw indle 
has been laughed out of court by serious 
scientific opinion from  the outset. I t ’s like  
try in g  to make an omelet w ith o u t break­

ing the egg, observed one top scientific 
analyst. Now the C hris tian  Science M on­
ito r  reports that W ashington m ay have to 
concede that “ fou r or five years’ more 
testing w il l  not produce an absolute ly 
‘clean’ bomb . . . Nuclear weapons w on’t 
come much cleaner.”

W ith  the “ good”  reasons being ham­
mered to smithereens, the real reasons 
arc beginning to leak out. They prove to 
be po litica l, not sc ientific— and ce rta in ly  
not “ hum an ita rian .”  S t il l in ten t on o r­
ganizing an eventual w ar against the 
USSR, the ru le rs of Am erica fear to y ie ld  
on the tests because such a s ignificant 
concession to w o rld  opinion w il l  serve to 
deepen and extend the in te rna tiona l a n ti­
w a r movement.

“ In  the emotional clim ate created by 
an agreement on test suspensions, it  
w ould be d if f ic u lt  to exp la in  and ju s tify  
the opposition to a to ta l ban on atomic 
weapons,”  explains a W ashington dis­
patch in the A p r il 13 N.Y. Times.

Yet i f  W ashington continues to argue 
against a ban on grounds of “ contro ls”  or 
“ clean”  weapons, the report continues, “ i t  
w il l  take a fe a rfu l beating before w orld  
op in ion.”

To this we can on ly add tha t Wash­
ing ton ’s d if f ic u lty  is the an ti-w a r move­
m ent’s opportun ity .

1,000 a Day Exhaust 
Benefits in Michigan; 
Unions Launch Actions

By John Thayer

A P R IL  17 — Governm ent figures released lw o days 
ago show that the present recession is the deepest since 
W orld W ar I I ,  which pulled the capitalist economy out of 
the great depression. In  M arch, total national production  
had dropped 17 index points or 11.7% below what it was
in  August when the recession* 
began.

W hat th is means to jobless 
workers, who have been get­
ting  lots of ta lk  but l it t le  help 
from  the po litic ians in Wash­
ington, may be seen in such 
figures as these: In  M ichigan 
1,000 a day are being dropped 
from  the unem ploym ent insu r­
ance ro lls  because they have 
exhausted th e ir benefits. In the 
week ending A p r il 11 New Y ork  
dropped 3,151 who had exhaust­
ed the ir benefits, a rise of 554 
over those d raw ing the ir last 
check the previous week, m ak­
ing a tota l of 33,609 since the 
beginning of the year.
NO SPRING UPTURN

Now tha t spring is here all 
ta lk  f r o  m the professional 
apologists fo r B ig Business 
about a “ spring u p tu rn ”  has 
ceased. P redictions fo r a w o r­
sening in June are general and 
the business "experts”  are now 
m um bling  encouragement about 
an u p tu rn  at the end of the 
year o r sometime in 1959.

Despite the acuteness of the 
present s itua tion  and the dim  
prospects, the leaders of both 
cap ita lis t parties are d isplaying 
no haste to re lieve the desper­
ate p lig h t of the m illions of 
to ta lly  unemployed and those 
m illions  employed only part 
lim e.

Federal action to extend the 
period of unem ploym ent bene­
fits, w hich was recognized as a 
necessity by E isenhower in a 
message back on March 8, is 
being given the slow treatment 
in Congress. B ills  on th is in ­
troduced by both parlies have 
been gathering dust fo r over a 
month in the House.

On A p r il 15 the House Ways 
and Means Com m ittee fina lly  
took up the m atter. I t  qu ick ly

voted down a test proposal 
m aking federal funds fo r bene­
fit extension to any state con­
tingent upon that state’s in ­
creasing the present inadequate 
benefits. Then the comm ittee 
postponed fu rth e r consideration 
of the subject fo r another two 
days. The test vote probably in ­
dicates tha t the legislators are 
going to cut down the exten­
sion to less than the 13 to 16 
weeks heretofore proposed and 
also refuse any other im prove­
ments in the unem ploym ent in ­
surance law.

Labor action on the exten­
sion of unem ploym ent benefits 
has included demands from  the 
A FL-C IO  Conference to Put 
Am erica Back to W ork held in 
W ashington, March 11, demands 
from  state and c ity  labor coun­
cils and tw o marches on state 
capitols.

In  M ichigan 4.000 unem ploy­
ed unionists w ent to Lansing 
on A p r il 8 to demand action 
on the job'ess compensation 
law. The Republican-contro lled 
state leg is la ture adjourned — 
and even locked the doors— in 
order to avoid ta lk in g  to them.
LISTEN ED  TOO W E LL

The unionists held a ra lly  at 
the C iv ic  A u d ito rium  at w hich 
Democratic Governor Mennen 
W illiam s and State Republican 
Chairm an L. D. L indem er 
spoke. L indem er blamed M ich ­
igan ’s jobless woes on Gov. 
W illiam s, w h ile  the la tte r b lam ­
ed the recession on the Repub­
lican A dm in is tra tion . L indem er 
referred to the auto companies 
as “ the job-m akers”  and to ld 
his unemployed audience tha t 
Am erican savings were at an 
a ll-t im e  high and tha t the re­
cession was la rge ly  psycholog- 

(Conlinucd on Page 4)

Query on Bridges’ Tax Case
A p r il 14 — According to the East Bay Labor Journal. 

A p r il 11, the Oakland Central Labor Council in  C a liforn ia  
has asked the A FL-C IO  to ask the In te rna l Revenue Service 
" ju s t w hat is the significance fo r a ll labor unions" of its 
move to charge H a rry  Bridges an income tax on money raised 
fo r his defense against governm ent persecution over the years.

The tax offic ia ls are demanding payment from  three 
union offic ia ls on $80,000 raised by the union fo r Bridges' 
defense. A  m otion to condemn the In te rna l Revenue Service 
fo r th is new harassment of the Longshore o ffic ia l was in tro ­
duced in  the Oakland Council by an auto w orker. B il l K iezel, 
who said tha t the po licy of the lax  officia ls "could be used 
against any un ion." S tee lw orker Charles Wells argued that 
i f  a union defense could be taxed, money "raised to elect 
po litic ians to office should be taxed."

Trade with USSR—Key Plank in Jobs Program
By H a rry  Ring

One way to bolster the badly 
sagging Am erican c c o n o m  y 
would be to enter in to long­
term  trade agreements w ith  the 
Soviet Union and People’s Re­
public of China. Both countries 
are seeking industria l and farm  
machinery in amounts that 
could pu t a large num ber of 
unemployed workers in th is 
country back on the job. and 
they have raw  m ateria ls they 
can offer in  exchange.

The Soviet Union has been 
pressing fo r some tim e fo r 
such a trade agreement, w ith  
the cap ita lis t w orld . A t the 
UN ’s Economic Commission for 
Europe in Geneva, A p r il 10, 
Soviet Deputy Foreign M in is te r 
A kharov proposed a meeting in 
the fa ll, o f European and U.S. 
trade offic ia ls to concentrate on 
an agreement fo r a long-term  
increase in East-West Trade.

Both the USSR and China 
function on the basis of a 
planned, nationalized economy. 
This means they are in' a po­
sition to place substantial o r­
ders that can be re liab ly  sched­
uled over a long period. The

fact that such planned econom­
ies have proven themselves 
free of the boom-depression 
cycle means tha t long-term  
credits lo fac ilita te  trade could 
be extended w ith  fa r less risk 
than is customary in such ar­
rangements.

U.S. trade agreements w ith  
the Soviet Union and China 
along the lines of the recenl 
Soviet proposal w ould  bolster 
the Am erican economy at the 
point where it has been hardest 
h it. Four-fifths of the drop in 
non -ag ricu llu ra l employment in 
the past year has been in m an­
ufacturing , w ith  the steepest 
job decline in durable goods.

C erta in ly  it w ould  be far 
better to get th is key sector of 
the economy on an upturn  by 
fillin g  orders for th ings that 
people in other lands want and 
need, ra ther than try in g  to do 
it by reliance on an arms p ro ­
gram that breeds in fla tion  and 
war.

In a speech in New York, 
A p ril 15. Soviet Ambassador 
M enshikov gave an extensive 
p icture  of the new markets 
such an agreement w ould open

up fo r U.S. factories. He said, 
the Soviet U nion could offer 
im portant raw  m ateria ls that 
w ould  not compete w ith  U.S. 
industries. Am ong these were 
manganese, iron ore, p la tinum , 
chrom ium , tim ber products and 
furs.
W AN T SYNTHETICS

In  re turn, he continued, the 
Soviet Union w ould be in te r­
ested in buying metal cu tting  
machine tools, forge and press 
equipm ent, ra ilroad equipm ent, 
m in ing  and pow er m achinery, 
equipm ent fo r I he iron, stool 
and chemical industries and 
equipm ent fo r 1 he production 
of synthetic fibers and plastics 
used in m aking clothes.

In  advancing its trade p ro ­
posals. the Soviet government 
reflects the pressure of the 
w ork ing  people of I he Soviet 
Union who arc pushing for an 
improvement in the ir condi­
tions of life . The industria l 
tools being sought are essential 
in meet the ir demand fo r in ­
creased production of consum­
ers goods and higher liv in g  
standards generally.

American w orkers ce rta in ly  
w ill not quarrel w ith  such as­
pirations. For more than 40 
years the Soviet w orkers have 
toiled to develop an economy 
that w ill fin a lly  provide a good 
life  Throughout the greatest 
part of th is tim e they have su f­
fered inherited backwardness, 
im peria lis t blockades and in te r­
vention and the overhead cost 
o f a rapacious bureaucracy. Now 
they are beginning to push for 
an end to the bureaucratic in ­
equalities that have deprived 
them of so much. The fu rthe i 
development of Soviet industry 
w il l  n e c e s s a r i l y  serve to 
strengthen and accelerate the 
w orkers’ movement fo r demo­
cratization.

The case fo r a s im ila r trade 
agreement w ith  China (and for 
d i p l o m a t i c  recognition) is 
equally strong. A fte r centuries 
of oppression, the revo lu tionary 
people of that country have 
struck out on the road to be­
coming the masters of the ir 
own destiny. In d u s tria lly  back­
ward because of past colonial 
and feudal rule. China needs 
huge quantities o f industria l

and fa rm  m achinery to modern­
ize its economy.

W hile  there arc no available 
estimates as to the actual ex ­
tent of renewed production in 
the U.S. such agreements would 
realize, a s ign ificant ind ication 
is provided by Ihc lim ited  
trade agreement ju s t concluded 
between the Soviet Union and 
West Germany. It calls fo r the 
d o u b l i n g  of Soviet-German 
trade to $300.000.000 a year by 
1960. Needless to say th is w iil 
be a strong s tim u lan t to the 
German economy.
U.S. EM BARGO

What stands in the way of 
ihc extension of such agree­
ment to the rest of Western 
Europe and to Hie United 
States? P rim a rily , the long­
standing efforts of the Big 
Business government in Wash­
ington lo  th w a rt the economic 
development o f the Soviet 
Union and the other non-cap­
ita lis t countries. In  1 lie period 
of the cold w ar th is veritab le  
blockade has taken the form  
of an embargo by the U.S. and 
ils economically dependent a l­
lies of a llegedly “ strategic”

goods to the Soviet-bloc coun­
tries. W hile  ihc long lis t o f 
such m ateria ls was reduced 
somewhat at the tim e of the 
Geneva sum m it meeting it  s t i l l  
stands as a m ajor ba rrie r to 
free trade. For example, most 
of the commodities listed by 
M enshikov are on the U.S. em­
bargo list.

The extent of the U.S. boy­
cott since the opening of the 
cold w ar is indicated by these 
figures: In  1948, before the
“ strategic-goods”  embargo, U.S. 
exports to the Soviet U nion 
were $396.000.090. In  1956. they 
stood at $11.233.000. Trade re­
strictions against China have 
been even more stringent.

Labor pressure fo r a break 
•v illi th is economic policy w il l  
be progressive in every respect. 
Extensive East-West trade w il l  
-ase co ld -w ar tensions. A nd 
w hile  it  w il l  not resolve the 
crisis of an outmoded capita lis t 
system, it  w il l  provide unem­
ployed A m e r i c a n  workers 
w ith  the k ind of jobs, which, 
un like  armament production, 
w ould add to the w ealth of 
m ankind.

ECONOMY IN WORST 
SLUMP SINCE 1945
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Khrushchev's 
Visit to Hungary
---------------------------- By George Lavan ------------------------------

The recent Hungarian tou r of Soviet P rem ier N ik ita  
Khrushchev apparen tly had tw o p rinc ipa l objectives. 
F irs t was an a ttem pt to fo llow  up the great wave of
favorab le  w orld  opinion pro­
duced by Soviet renunciation 
of nuclear tests w ith  a dem ­
onstration w hich w ould help 
efface the w orld -w ide  condem­
nation of the K re m lin ’s sup­
pression of the H ungarian Rev­
o lu tion. Second was the u r­
gency of se ttling  an em bittered 
in te rna l struggle w hich was 
threaten ing the s ta b ility  of the 
puppet regime in Hungary.

I f  Khrushchev seriously en­
terta ined a th ird  objective of 
charm ing or cajo ling the H un­
garian w orkers and peasants 
out of th e ir bitterness over the 
smashing of th e ir 1956 revo lu ­
tion. he was qu ick ly  disabused 
by the stubborn unresponsive­
ness of his audiences.
CSEPEL EPISODE

The v is it ’s dem onstration as­
pect was made clear by the 
Soviet ru le r in his speech at 
"Red”  Csepel, the great steel 
center ruled by w orkers ’ coun­
cils during  the Revolution. 
"There are journa lis ts  from  
cap ita lis t countries here,”  he 
announced. "They should hon­
estly report what relations ex­
ist between Khrushchev and 
the w orkers of Csepel, who 
according to them w ould tear 
h im  to pieces i f  he appeared 
before them. Now they have 
seen w hat actua lly  happened." 
Actually non - Soviet-bloc re­
porters only heard this state­
ment over the loudspeakers at 
Csepel, for at this meeting they 
were not allowed into the hall. 
But they did see thousands of 
workers walking out the fac­
tory gates while the Soviet 
Premier was still orating.

Khrushchev w e l l  realizes 
What a l ia b ili ty  the mem ory of 
Russian tanks shooting down 
H ungarian w orkers is to Soviet 
com petition w ith  the im pe ria l­
ists fo r the support of the 
w o rld ’s masses. A lthough pub­
lic  opinion throughout the 
w o rld  increasingly puts the 
blame on W ashington fo r the 
cold war, the K re m lin  con­
tinues to stand under heavy 
popu lar censorship fo r its b ru ­
ta l course in H ungary.

How heavily  th is onus weighs 
on the K re m lin  was illus tra ted  
in  the recent, h igh ly-pub lic ized  
exchange of le tters between 
B ertrand Russell, Khrushchev 
and Dulles in the B ritish  mag­
azine, New Statesman. The only 
effective part o f D ulles’ le tte r 
was the section on H ungary. 
Because of th is Khrushchev 
was im pelled to send a second 
le tte r to the magazine a ttem pt­
ing an answer on th is point.
COUNTER-ISSUE

I t  is obvious that at a sum­
m it meeting, U.S. spokesmen 
w il l  seek to d istract from  the ir 
unw illingness to settle the co’ d 
w ar by h yp ocritica lly  raising 
H ungary as a counter-issue. To 
undercut th is  im peria lis t m an­
euver beforehand, Khrushchev 
decided to make the w o rld ’s 
most recent mem ory about 
H ungary tha t o f a lengthy v is it 
and speaking to u r there by the 
Soviet leaders. This would, 
moreover, be dram atic proof 
tha t K re m lin  control in  East 
Europe was so lid ly  stabilized 
and the H ungarian workers 
reconciled to th e ir defeat.

Besides appearances before 
factory, co llective-fa rm  and v i l ­
lage-square audiences, K h rush ­
chev and his tw o top Soviet 
companions, Koslov, the new 
F irs t D eputy Prem ier, and 
G rom yko, new Foreign M in is ­
ter, la id  the lin e  down to the 
embattled factions of the H un­
garian bureaucracy. I t  was not 
a question of hearing the fac­
tions out and then m aking a 
decision. K hrushchev’s decision 
was announced before he a r­
rived in Hungary. Back in 
Moscow, Pravda p rin ted  a long
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artic le  by H ungarian Com m un­
ist P a riy  leader Kadar, which 
served notice tha t he had won 
Khrushchev's support.

Khrushchev's c o n d u c t  in 
H ungary in ten tiona lly  made 
th is clear to one and a ll. Kadar 
was his trave ling  mate and 
among the Hungarians got the 
lio n ’s share of the Soviet lead­
er’s praise and attention. Con­
tra riw ise , F e r e n c  Muennich, 
who took the prem iership away 
from  K adar three months ago. 
and M in is te r of State Gyorgy 
Marosan, leaders of the anti- 
Kadar faction, were kept in the 
background and given only 
perfuncto ry  acclaim by the 
K re m lin  leaders.
W A N T MORE REPRESSIONS

This faction has the hard 
core of old S ta lin is t and Ra- 
kosi bureaucrats. They w ant a 
deepening ra ther than lessening 
of repressions against the su l­
len H ungarian workers. Kadar, 
on the other hand, stands fo r 
a po licy w hich in  comparison 
is described as "m oderate.”

It  is not one of granting the 
Hungarian workers any rights 
or chance of self-organization, 
but of not worsening the situa­
tion by further repressions. In 
this way he hopes that, if  the 
Hungarian people w ill not com? 
to favor the regime, they will 
at least come to tolerate it.

For th is  reason Kadar op- 
nosed a show tr ia l o f Im re  
Nagy and other members of the 
kidnaped cabinet of October 
1956, w hich the Muennich- 
Marosan faction was demand­
ing. S ign ifican tly , in  the jo ck ­
eying fo r allies p rio r to K h rush ­
chev’s decision, Muennich went 
to confer w ith  East German 
'eader U lb rich t, one of the 
most unreconstructed Sta lin ists 
n East Europe. Kadar, on the 

weekend before K hrushchev’s 
a rriva l, met w ith  Marshal T ito  
of Yugoslavia.
PASSIVE OPPOSITION

The H ungarian w orkers were 
c rue lly  beaten 17 months ago 
and hope fo r a speedy rev iva l 
of t h e i r  organizations and 
movement is utopian. O nly a 
successful w orkers ’ struggle in 
another East European country 
or in  the USSR itse lf could do 
that. B u t defeated though they 
are, the H ungarian workers 
carry on passive opposition. 
Evidence of th is is the way 
'hey sat on th e ir hands when 
Khrushchev spoke, or w alked 
out i f  they could— as at Csepel. 
It  comes also from the official 
Hungarian Radio which on Jan. 
18. for example, complained of 
workers at a light-tool factory 
at Szekesfehervar forcing the 
local union organization "to 
change the election lists nine 
times" and that "former work­
ers' councils members are on 
the lists of the majority of 
factories."

By James P. Cannon
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Rising Against Cuba Dictator Aborts
By L illian  K iezel

The general revolutionary 
strike against Cuban dictator 
Batista, which was called April 
9 by Fidel Castro, leader of the 
rebel forces, proved abortive. 
The strike was successful in 
Santiago de Cuba in Oriente 
Province where the rebels have 
been strongest. But it failed in 
Havana. The general strike was 
supposed to climax the "all-out 
war" that Castro declared on 
April 5 to oust Batista.

In the last several months, 
the 26th of Ju ly  Movement, 
organized by Castro in 1953, 
has grow n and developed. Sen- 
or Castro has b u ilt  a small 
arm y o f about 2,000. He has 
gained the support o f the stu ­
dent youth movement, which 
has been on s tr ike  fo r several 
months, and of sections of the 
Cuban m iddle class.

W hy d id  the call fo r a re v ­
o lu tiona ry  general s tr ike  fail? 
On A p r il 15, the New Y ork  
Times reported tha t unrealistic 
planning, poor coordination and 
shockingly inadequate com m un­
ications were m a in ly  respon­
sible. Undoubtedly these factors 
are ve ry  im portan t bu t they 
reflect the Castro movem ent’s 
more serious weaknesses. 
WORKERS D O UBTFUL

The key to the success of a 
general s tr ike  is w ith  the w o rk ­
ing class. W hether or not the 
Cuban w orkers w ould  support 
Castro remained a big question 
to the very day of the strike. 
On A p r il 7, Hom er B iga rt re ­
ported to the N. Y. Times that 
“ A d rive  through the poorer 
d is tric ts  along the w a te rfron t 
was uneventfu l. I t  is in these 
d istricts, la rge ly Negro, that 
Senor Castro has needed much 
m issionary w ork to convince 
the laborers that his revo lt is 
not solely a m iddle-class affa ir.

Fidel Casiro, center, and some of his supporters are 
shown above in rebel-held territory in the Sierra Maeslra 
mountains of Cuba. In  his early thirties, Castro has won 
the majority of Cuban youth for the struggle against 
Batista's bloody dictatorship. His program, however, is 
limited to democratic reforms.

W hether he has the support of 
these people is by no means 
certa in .”

The Cuban workers have cer­
tainly everything to gain by a 
struggle for democratic rights. 
But Castro's opportunism on 
the question of program has 
made the workers suspicious 
as to whether these rights can 
be won under his banner.

A couple o f years ago Castro’s 
program called fo r substantial 
social reforms. As recorded in 
the Nov. 30 Nation, some of 
the demands were as fo llow s: 
nationalization of the electric 
and telephone trusts, coupled 
w ith  a re tu rn  to the public 
treasury o f a ll taxes owed by

the companies now operating 
these services, as w e ll as o f all 
illega lly  excessive income they 
have garnered through th e ir 
rates; ownership of th e ir land 
to be granted to a ll tenant 
farm ers who occupy less than 
170 acres: laborers and em ­
ployes to be granted 30% of 
the profits of a ll indus tria l en­
terprises, m ercantile  and m in ­
ing enterprises, sugar refineries, 
etc.
DROPS PROGRAM

Recently, Castro discarded 
this social program in an a t­
tem pt to reassure the U.S. 
State Departm ent. For i t  would 
be impossible to ca rry  through 
a struggle fo r these demands

w ith o u t in fr in g in g  upon U.S. 
investments in Cuba.

In a Look magazine inter­
view on Feb. 4, Castro in ef­
fect repudiated his former pro­
gram by declaring, "Our 261h 
of July movement has never 
called for nationalizing of for­
eign investments." "Nationaliza­
tion," he held, "can never be 
as rewarding as the right kind 
of private investment, domestic 
end foreign, aimed at diversi­
fying our economy."

In  addition, Castro’s rejection 
of the manifesto of the o u t­
lawed Partido Socialista Popu­
la r (Com m unist P arty) on 
March 13 w hich proposed a 
coalition governm ent m i g h t  
have been taken by many 
w orkers to mean tha t he was 
not seeking to broaden the 
basis of the an ti-B atis ta  fight. 
The C om m unist P a rty  repre­
sents approxim ate ly  2 0 ,0  00 
members out of a population 
of close to six m illion .

I t  is thus easy to understand 
w hy the workers who have 
been sold out in the past by 
figures as unprinc ip led  as Cas­
tro  should hesitate to support 
the 26th o f Ju ly  Movem ent un­
t i l  they find out exactly w hat 
it  is figh ting  for.
U .S . STAKE

On the other hand, Am erican 
B ig  Business and its in te rna ­
tiona l representative, the U. §• 
State Departm ent, know  w hat 
they w ant. They seek to protect 
the $800 m illio n  tha t Am erican 
capita lism  has invested in Cuba. 
Invo lved are Cuban E lectric 
Co., an Am erican &  Foreign 
Power subsid iary; Cuban Te le­
phone Co., a subsidiary o f In ­
te rnationa l T e l e p h o n e  and 
Telegraph: the Texas Co.; the 
S inc la ir O il C orporation at 
Santiago de Cuba; the tou ris t 
business (hotels, resorts, gam bl­
ing casinos, etc.) and the sugar 
trusts w hich are the tw o la rg ­
est industries in Cuba.

The New Y ork  Times and

The March on Aldermaston
[The following are excerpts 

of a participant's account of 
the 50-mile march, April 4-7. 
from London to Aldermaston. 
Great Britain's Atomic Wea­
pons Research Establishment. 
The account by Martin Grain­
ger appeared in the April 12 
Newsletter, edited in London by 
Peter Fryer.— Ed.]

. . . The London crowds 
showed us a m ix tu re  of amuse­
ment and friendliness. There 
was l it t le  open encouragemenl 
but no hos tility . They seemed 
impressed by our numbers.

The column was at th is stage 
s till tak ing  stock of itself, ap­
precia ting its various ing red i­
ents, reading w ith  cu rios ity  the 
nscriptions on its own banners 

—all w ith  a certa in to lerant 
satisfaction.

I t  held a ll k inds of people, 
united in th e ir abhorrence of 
nuclear w a r and in th e ir de­
te rm ination  to do something 
about it.

"N uclear d isarm am ent”  was 
the sole w ord ing  on many of 
the posters. B u t how? The pro­
posed solutions varied w ide ly.

“ Ban the bomb," said some 
inscriptions, appealing to some 
unspecified Pope or Caesar. 
“ Ta lks not tests,”  demanded 
others. “ Love your enemies," 
proclaimed yet another.

Readers of the Newsletter 
and of Socialist Review' m arch­
ed under b a n n e r s  saying: 
“ B lack [no w ork  on] the 
bomb. B lack the bases.”  This

(Continued from  Page 7) 
seas, because repeated testing 
has made th is vast ocean area 
inaccessible to vessels at regu­
lar intervals. I t  also has made 
a b ig portion of the fish caught 
in the area radioactive. The 
Japanese have been compelled 
to destroy innum erable tons of 
such fish.

In announcing its attempted 
ban on the Golden Rule, the 
^EC  spoke of a concern fo r the 
“ health and safety of in d iv id ­
uals who enter the danger 
area." That the statement was 
made in bad fa ith  is demon­
strated by the fate of the Jap­
anese fishing ship, the Lucky 
Dragon, w hich found itse lf in 
the danger area when a huge 
U.S. bomb was exploded in 
1954. The radioactive ash that 
covered the vessel has resulted 
so fa r in the death of one crew 
member and more than a year 
of hospita lization fo r the other 
22 men aboard.

If  was only fhis year that 
American atomic scientist Ralph 
Lapp revealed, in his book the 
Voyage of the Lucky Dragon, 
why the Lucky Dragon was 
caught in the danger area. In 
that test, the AEC was explod­
ing its new U-bomb. In  an ef- 

I fort to keep secret the great 
: power and enormous fallout 
area of this super-bomb, the

was the road to effective ac­
tion  . . .

The efficiency w ith  w'hich 
the march had been organized 
was evident from  the outset. It 
depended on an intense so lid ­
a rity  among the marchers, and 
th is developed as the march 
w'ent on.

Luggage was entrusted to to ­
tal strangers, food was shared 
and l i f ts  were thum bed as 
easily as if  transport had been 
1 socialized service in a social­
ist society . . .
UNIONS JO IN  M ARCH

The Slough d is tric t com m it­
tee of the Am algamated E n­
gineering Union had jo ined trie 
march, w ith  an enormous ban­
ner. An E lectrica l Trades Union 
banner had a p p e a r e d .  The 
New'sletter contingent, its post­
er held high, marched righ t 
behind these detachments.

The pavements were packed 
w ith  late shoppers and s igh t­
seers. We marched past them, 
shouting “ No w ork on H-bombs 
— no w ork  on rocket bases!” 
O ur slogans wrere taken up by 
other marchers near us. Many 
pamphlets were sold.

When the trade union ban­
ner-bearers le ft the procession 
on the ou tsk irts  of Slough, we 
gave them a lus ty  cheer. Be­
tween Slough and Maidenhead 
it began to rain again . . .

The h igh ligh t on Sunday was 
the en try  in to  Reading. Ian 
M ikardo fa leader of le ft-w in g  
Labor P a rty  group, V ic to ry  fo r

AEC deliberately failed to en­
large the danger area before 
the test. It  was this that trap­
ped the Lucky Dragon.

This tim e, the entire  w orld  
is faced w ith  the prospect of 
an unusually heavy new dose 
of fa llou t. The curren t test se­
ries is ostensibly designed to 
show how "clean”  U.S. bombs 
are. To m in im ize local fa l l ­
out, the AEC w il l  probably 'de­
tonate the bombs very high in 
the air. But th is w il l  on ly mean 
a greater amount of fa llou t in 
the stratosphere and conse­
quently  a greater spread across 
the globe.
W ORKING-CLASS
OPPOSITION

I t  is the g row ing awareness 
of the menace of such tests that 
is sparking the in ternationa l 
opposition to the bomb. In 
England, the movement con­
tinues to gain power w ith  a 
grow ing w orking-class demand 
fo r a halt to the tests and fo r 
a labor boycott of all w o rk  on 
bomb construction and of w ork 
on U.S. m issile bases.

On A p r il 13, 12.000 people
assembled fo r a “ stop-the-tests- 
now ”  demonstration in T ra fa l­
gar Square organized by the 
Labor P arty  and Trades Union 
Congress. Speakers were righ t- 
w ing  Labor P arty  leader Hugh

Socialism ] and a group o f Labor 
councilors were w a iting  fo r us 
under the ta ilw a y  bridge at 
the c ity  boundary.
EMBLEMS IN  W INDOW S  

The column went on through 
the w o rk ing  class d is tric ts  of 
the town. I t  was good to see 
emblems of the march p rom in ­
en tly  displayed in many w in ­
dows overlooking our route . . .

The column came to a halt 
in the crowded m arket place, 
bending round on itse lf in  the 
shape of a le tte r U.

As our group, towards the 
ta il of the column, passed the 
fron t h a lf we were cheered and 
applauded. The w hole square 
heard the slogans of the News­
le tte r comrades ring  out.

Reading Labor P arty  held a 
meeting tha t evening in the 
Town H a ll. I t  was packed . . .

Monday, the fina l day, saw 
our numbers increase several- 
fold. We were gaining a new 
sense of strength. Sections of 
'he Reading Labor movement 
had jo ined us . . .

A fte r a fu r th e r t ir in g  stretch 
we reached our objective at 
last. The final m ile was walked 
in complete silence, along the 
very edge o f the heavily w ired 
perim eter of the A tom ic  Wea­
pons Research Establishm ent. 
ALDERM ASTO N  

M any must have been su r­
prised by the im m ensity of the 
enclosed area and s truck by 
the b ru ta l contrast between the 
dark, dense forest of rich pine

G aitske ll and erstw h ile  le ft- 
w ing leader A neurin  Bevan. 
R ank-and-file pressure has be­
come so great on them that 
they find it necessary to speak 
fo r a test ban w h ile  at the 
same tim e resisting demands 
fo r effective labor action on 
the issue.

Meanwhile, the g r o w i n g  
working-class anti-bomb move­
ment in Germany is serving as 
further inspiration to the B rit­
ish movement. The scope of the 
German movement is indicated 
in a report to the A pril 12 
Newsletter by a recent visitor 
to West Germany.

“ In the past eight weeks,” 
says the report, "w h a t started 
as a gesture by a group of G er­
man professors has turned into 
a national movement against 
Germ any’s possession of nu ­
clear weapons in any form  . . . 
"Last September the most im - 
oortan t aspect of German p o l­
itics was reunification. Today 
this has receded into the back­
ground and demonstrations and 
calls fo r strikes to prevent G er­
many having the bomb are 
m u ltip ly in g  . . .

"O llenhauer’s [cha irm an of 
the Social Democratic P a rty ] 
appeal to the trade unions to 
call a general s trike  shows how 
pow erfu l is the rank-and-file  
pressure."

through w hich we had just 
marched and the planned waste 
land of man-made structures 
w ith  w hich we were suddenly 
confronted.

I t  a ll had a n ightm arish 
qua lity . Here was the u ltim ate  
re a lity  we had marched against.

Here i t  was in a ll its s ilent 
horror: t h o s e  tu r f  - covered
mounds of too-geometrical pro­
portions, those metal and con­
crete p ill-boxes of w e ird  but 
doubtless em inently functiona l 
design, those chimneys p ro ject­
ing from  ground level, that 
eerie a rtif ic ia l lake, w ith  its 
“ No B a th ing " signboard and 
its so lita ry  swan, those unnat­
u ra lly  scattered bu ild ings of u t­
te r ly  incongruous fo rm  and 
size.

Here it  lay behind tw o 
strong w ire  trellises, behind a 
necklace of “ Danger”  signs, be­
hind boards soberly stating 
tha t police dogs patro lled  the 
perim eter.

Its purpose was the death of 
men, women and ch ild ren— and 
noth ing elge. I t  had no redeem­
ing features. I t  was evil in ­
carnate. I t  was the final refuge 
of th e ir class rule, the iron fist 
inside the ve lvet glove.

Here it  lay, inaccessible, 
miles from  anywhere, m ys te ri­
ous, malevolent, murderous. 
Here was the sinister factory 
of death b u ilt  fo r the ru ling  
class by th e ir Labor lackeys, 
b u ilt  in  the last resort fo r wag­
ing w ar on w hat was le ft of 
the firs t w orkers ' state in  his- 
to iy  . . .

F IN A L  M EETIN G
The fina l meeting took place 

n a large hedged-in field, to 
which access could be gained 
only through an opening just 
wide enough to adm it three or 
fo u r cows w a lk ing  side by 
side . . .

A nd then it happened. W hat 
ne ither fatigue, nor the rigors 
of the weather, nor the gibes of 
the c a p i t a l i s t  Press could 
achieve was accomplished by 
the leaders of the dem onstra­
tion  themselves.

Of a ll the speeches delivered 
in those fou r days, the ones at 
the last meeting were the most 
nept, and the most out of 

touch w ith  the feelings of the 
marchers.

This m ilita n t and m agnificent 
march ended in a veritab le  
orgy o f stale p latitudes from  
the p la tfo rm . H aving refused 
access to the m icrophone to a 
rank-and-file  v iew po in t from  
among the marchers themsel­
ves, the "leaders" allowed the 
demonstration to break up 
w ithou t ou tlin ing  any effective 
or coherent course of action.

The final resolution was put, 
in an almost indecent hu rry , to 
a th inn ing  core of listeners 
num bering perhap« a au?-*«r 
of those who had earlier 
thronged the field. Tfie omers 
had departed. B u t the last 
w ord w il l  be theirs.

...Threaten to Jail Pacifists

several other Big-Business pa­
pers believed this could be 
achieved w ith  Castro. They 
stressed the damage to U. S. 
reputation in te rna tiona lly  tha t 
support fo r the cruel d ictator, 
Batista, has earned. B ut the 
Wall Street Journal, another 
spokesman fo r Big Business 
feared that in the course of 
revo lu tion , Castro m igh t not 
be able to honor his promises 
that no U.S. interests w ould be 
harmed.

In fact, the April 4 Journal 
reports present damage to U.S. 
investments as a result of rebel 
activities. This includes heavy 
withdrawals from the Chase- 
Menhattan Bank and the First 
National Bank of Boston by 
nervous depositors who were 
afraid that the government 
might freeze private bank ac­

counts as a civil-war measure.
In conclusion, the W all Street 

Journal reports: "There is l i t ­
tle doubt that many Am erican 
businessmen here are pro-Ba­
tista. One puts it ve ry  suc­
c inc tly : ‘You can do business 
w ith  Batista.' A lthough many 
adm it lie may not be the soul 
of honesty, they ask: ‘W hat
Cuban regime ever has been 
accused of honesty?’ ”

I t  w ould be a m istake to 
th in k  tha t revo lu tiona ry  pros­
pects are dead. The Cuban 
w orkers w il l  ce rta in ly  even the 
score w ith  the hated Batista, 
the puppet of Am erican B ig  
Business.

Every day they confront eco­
nomic misery. They have no 
political rights. They feel the 
iron heel, and they w ill not 
rest.

Roberts Assails 
Anti-Labor Bias 
In the Schools

SAN FRANCISCO  — The anti-labor bias generated 
in  the pub lic  schools has been sharp ly assailed by Holland 
Roberts, independent socialist candidate fo r State Super­
intendent of Public Instruction  
in C aliforn ia .

"H ow  often does an unscrup­
ulous em ployer say I could 
give you a job if it w eren’t for 
the unions’? A nd how many 
people who are the products of 
our schools believe this, and 
fa ll fo r so-called ‘r ig h t- to -w o rk ’ 
legislation?”  he asked.

The only unionist contesting 
for this office in the June 3 
primary, Roberts is a past Pres­
ident of the California Federa­
tion of Teachers, A FL-C IO .

“ Such p la in ly  pun itive  legis­
la tion as 'r ig h t-to -w o rk ' w ould 
not even get off the ground if 
our educational system paid 
proper a ttention to the role of 
organized labor in our society,”  
said the statement released by 
Roberts' Labor Committee.

" I t  is a deplorable fact," he 
continued, “ that the role of the 
most im portan t segment of our 
society is glossed over w ith  a 
few mere h is to ry book re fe r­
ence's to h istoric strikes that 
had such an impact that they 
could not be to ta lly  ignored. 
LABOR'S ROLE

"The most fundam ental ques­
tions about labor organization 
and its aims and achievements 
go unanswered in our schools, 
and there is no effort of any 
kind made to reveal the role 
that organized labo. has played 
in advancing Am erican liv ing  
standards. Modern students do 
not even know tha t it  was o r­
ganized labor tha t led and won 
the figh t fo r the ir free public 
education.

“ They come out of school 
w ith  the idea tha t Am erica was

DR. H O LLA N D  ROBERTS

b u ilt  by the Carnegies, the 
Rockefellers, the Astors and 
V anderb ilts  — p lunder barons 
•"hose fortunes came out of 
the underpaid sweat of labor. 
They are misled into believing 
tha t they can make th e ir own 
w ay w ith o u t the m utua l aid 
and protection o f th e ir  fe llow  
w orkers — and tha t is jus t 
what the modern p lunder bar­
ons w ant them to believe. . . .

“ By omission of teaching,”  
Roberts concluded, “ they are 
taught to th in k  and act against 
th e ir own interests. I f  from  
th is you conclude that our edu­
cational standards and ethics 
are set by. fo r and in the in ­
terests of big business, you are 
so ve ry  rig h t."

St. Paul Union Official 
Runs fo r School Board

By D orothy Schultz 
ST. PAU L —  The need for 

labor's independent political ac­
tion has been raised in the St. 
Paul city election by a veteran 
trade unionist, Frank Chapman. 
Running as a candidate for the 
school board, M r. Chapman has 
challenged the coalition politics 
of the top union officialdom 
here. Jo in t slates supported by 
C itizen-A lliance  organizations, 
c iv ic  groups, and the unions 
keep labor representatives in a 
perpetual m in o rity  on the 
school board. In  the present 
election, labor is again con­
fronted w ith  th is coalition 
po licy w hich calls fo r support 
of a business candidate who 
boasts tha t he has been a presi­
dent of the Jun io r Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Chapman con­
tends that th is po licy must be 
repudiated and tha t labor must

seek to gain the m a jo rity  voice 
in school affairs.

F rank Chapman is vice-presi­
dent of Operating Engineers 
Local 967. He has been a 
school custodian fo r over 30 
years and an active union 
spokesman. Local 967 is the 
p rim a ry  organizer of his cam­
paign and has given h im  pub­
lic  endorsement.

I t  was his d irect experience 
w ith  the de terio ration  o f union 
w ork ing  conditions under the 
present school board w h ich  led 
F rank Chapman in to  the c ity  
campaign. He won nom ination 
in the prim aries and is now  
cam paigning fo r the final elec­
tion, A p r il 29. H is program calls 
fo r independent labor action, 
better w o rk ing  conditions fo r 
school employes, action to 
solve problems of racia l m i­
norities.

FUND SCOREBOARD
C ity Quota Paid Percent

D ETRO IT $825 $504.50 61
B U FFALO .....  1500 887.93 59
N EW AR K ............ ........  265 155.00 59
SOUTH 200 115.00 59
YOUNGSTOW N 300 150.00 50
Los Angeles .......... ........  4600 1935.00 42
New Y ork ............ ........  5000 2131.70 42
T w in  C ities .......... ........  1742 733.50 42
Cleveland .............. ........  750 304.10 40
Denver .................. ........  40 16.00 40
Philadelphia .......... ........  528 176.50 33
Chicago .................. ........  17)6 545.00 32
Boston ................... ........  600 165.00 28
M ilw aukee ............ ......  300 83.00 28
St. Louis ................ ........  80 20.00 25
Oakland ................ ........  265 60.00 23
Seattle .................... ........  550 125.00 23
A llen tow n  .............. ........  112 15.00 13
San Francisco . . ... 440 30.00 7
P ittsburgh ............ ........ 10 .-- —

General .................. .......  177 51.38 29

Totals through 
A p r il 15 ......... .....$20,000 $8,203.61 41
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Hungary, 1956: Which Definition?
“ The revo lu tion  or counter-revo lu tion  

—  w hatever you call i t  — has caused 
enough harm .”  These are the words of 
Soviet P rem ier N ik ita  Khrushchev before 
an audience in Szolnok, a tow n in  H un ­
gary. as reported in  an A p r il 8 Reuters 
(B ritish  news agency) dispatch.

“ W hatever you ca ll i t ! ”  The w orld  
knows w ha t Khrushchev and the other 
K re m lin  bigw igs have called i t  — “ a 
H o rth y ite  fascist counter-revo lu tion .”  Just 
last m onth Khrushchev, in  his much- 
publicized le tte r to the B ritish  magazine 
New Statesman, w rote: “ And the essence 
is tha t, in  Hungary, the H o rth y  elements, 
agents of fo re ign b ig monopoly capital, 
tr ie d  to overth row  the people’s demo­
cra tic  order, to restore the hated Fascist 
regim e in  the country. The hand fu l of 
Fascist conspirators and im peria lis t agents 
were fo llow ed by a sm all section of m is­
guided honest people.”

B u t Khrushchev, who is an oppor­
tun is t from  w ay back, was on a speaking 
tou r in  Hungary. He was increasingly per­
turbed by the unresponsiveness of his 
audiences — not the bureaucrats who sat 
on the stage or in  the fro n t rows and ap­
plauded v igorously —  but the mass of 
the audiences, the workers and peasants 
who had been turned out to attend the 
meetings. H is famous demagogic act of 
pretending to be a simple, hearty, im pet­
uous fe llow  fa iled com plete ly to thaw  
them.

The line  about the H ungarian Revo­
lu tio n  being fascist, etc., fe ll w ith  a d u ll 
thud  because the w orkers in  the audience 
knew  tha t they themselves, in  th e ir w o rk ­
ers’ councils, had been the revo lu tion  — 
its rank-and-file  and leadership. So Soviet 
boss Khrushchev tr ied  to bridge the gap

separating the audience from  him  w ith  
the phrase: “ The revo lu tion  or counter­
revo lu tion  — w hatever you call it . ”

Does i t  make any difference w hat 
you ca ll it? A  counter-revo lu tion  is an 
a ttem pt to fo rc ib ly  end the nationalized 
and planned economy, b ring  back the 
great landowners and industria lis ts  and 
in s ta ll fascists in  p o litica l power. That 
p re tty  w e ll describes the in tentions of the 
U.S. State D epartm ent despite its  claims 
to promote “ libe ra tion .”  B u t there is no 
record of anyone in the ranks of the H un­
garian fighters ca lling  fo r re tu rn  to cap­
ita lis t ru le. On the contrary, the workers, 
in te llec tua ls  and students in  the fo re fron t 
of the figh ting  made i t  clear tha t they 
stood opposed to any such th ing.

A  revo lu tion , on the other hand, is an 
a ttem pt by the masses to overth row  a 
hated po litica l system or, under capita lism , 
the social order as w ell. In  H ungary the 
workers aimed at destroying the bureau­
cra tic  ru le  of Moscow’s puppet regime 
and adm in iste ring  the nationalized and 
planned economy dem ocratically. They 
held tha t democracy is essential in  the 
b u ild in g  of socialism. The emergence and 
then dom inant role of the w orkers ’ coun­
cils (or soviets, to use the Russian word) 
showed tha t in th e ir  p o litica l revo lu tion  
the H ungarian workers were fo llow ing  
the classic line of the 1917 Russian Revo­
lu tion .

T ha t’s the difference between revo lu ­
tion  and counter-revo lu tion. And we sub­
m it tha t i t  makes a ll the difference in  the 
w orld . For example, i f  you call i t  by its 
r ig h tfu l name, revo lu tion , then K h rush ­
chev stands branded as a c rim in a l against 
the w ork ing  class fo r destroying the H un­
garian ris ing  w ith  tanks, bombs and b u l­
lets.

Wisdom from a Machine Named ELMER

New Outrage in Sobell Case
I t ’s bad enough when po litica l oppon­

ents of the parties in power are persecut­
ed. B u t when those who seek justice  fo r  
w itch -h u n t v ic tim s  are also persecuted, 
the outrage is complete.

I t  is a ll too easy to demonstrate tha t 
the Rosenborgs and M orton Sobell never 
got a fa ir  t r ia l in 1951. The ve ry  fact tha t 
they were convicted on the testim ony of 
accomplice witnesses could on ly give peo­
ple doubt about the verd ict.

And when evidence was obtained tha t 
proved beyond a doubt tha t the accusers 
were ly in g  in  tha t tr ia l, doubt gives way 
to ho rro r that the Rosenbergs should have 
been executed and tha t M orton Sobell 
should be serving his e ighth year of a 30- 
year sentence in prison.

True, new evidence obtained by the 
Sobell defenders a fte r the t r ia l has never 
been tested in court. B u t th is  was not the 
fa u lt of those who sought justice. I t  was 
the fa u lt of the courts, ev iden tly  deprived 
of th e ir sense of o b je c tiv ity  by the w itc h ­
hunt pressure and fear.

But the r ig h t of Am ericans to appeal 
to the people fo r justice  and to appeal to 
the President fo r Executive action is an 
ina lienable righ t. The Tavern on the 
Green restaurant doesn’t th in k  so. B u t

worse yet, the New Y o rk  C ity  Govern­
m ent doesn’t  th in k  so. They both would 
deprive the defenders of M orton Sobell 
o f th e ir  r ig h t to seek justice  fo r the young 
scientist.

The cancellation of the Sobell ban­
quet by the Tavern on the Green at the 
u rg ing  of C ity  Parks A d m in is tra to r Rob­
e rt Moses was an indecent act. We are 
glad th a t the New Y o rk  C iv il L iberties  
Union, the W orkers Defense League and 
many prom inent c iv il libe rta rians  like  
Rev. A. J. Muste and Norman Thomas 
were shocked by it  and moved to protest 
against it. They should be jo ined in  th e ir 
protest by every labor and rad ica l organ­
ization in New Y o rk  C ity .

Seven years have passed since the 
"sp y ”  tr ia l in  1951. F ive years have pass­
ed since the execution of the Rosenbergs. 
Yet calm, dispassionate consideration of 
the issues in tha t famous tr ia l is s t il l ap­
pa ren tly  impossible. P rom inent pub lic  o f­
ficia ls s t il l th in k  they can v io la te  the 
most elem entary democratic r igh ts  and 
get away w ith  it. T he ir provocation w il l  
make many people begin to wonder jus t 
w hy  so much e ffo rt is made to silence 
the voice of those who seek justice  fo r 
M orton Sobell.

Calendar 
Of Events

SEATTLE
Sat., A p r il 26, 8:15 P.M. “ Is 

the Boom -Bust Cycle o f U.S. 
C apita lism  Back Again?”  Speak­
er: W illia m  F. Warde, M arx is t 
lecturer, w r ite r  and teacher. 
655 M ain Street. Public inv ited . 

•
NEW  YO RK

“ The Cuban S truggle fo r 
Freedom.”  Speaker: M yra  Tan­
ner Weiss, 1956 Socialist W ork ­
ers Party  V ice-Presidentia l Can­
didate. Sat., A p r il 26, 8:30 P.M., 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place. Ausp.: 
M ilita n t Labor Forum. C ontrib. 
50 cents.

New York 
Spring Bazaar

The New Y o rk  School of 
Social Sciences announces 
tha t its annual Spring Bazaar 
w il l  be held Saturday, May 
17, at 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
Doors open at 12 noon!

A ll  our friends are urged 
to contribu te  such items as 
costume jew e lry , e lectrical 
appliances, books, records, 
a rt objects. S o lic it stores you 
regu la rly  do business w ith  
fo r contributions of food, 
c loth ing, toys, fu rn itu re  and 
cosmetics. I f  you can't b ring  
in  the merchandise, arrange 
fo r p ick up by ca lling 
ALgonqu in  5-7852.

BOSTON
W orkers  Educational Center, Gains- 

borough B ldg., 295 H untington Ave.
BUFFALO

M ilita n t Forum , 831 M ain S t.
CHICAGO

Socialist W orkers P a rty , 777 W . 
Adams, D E  2-9736.

CLEVELAN D
Socialist W orkers P a rty  10609 Su­

perior Ave., Room 301, S W  1-1818. 
Open Frid ay  nights 7 to 9.

DETROIT
Eugene V . Debs H all, 3737 W ood­

ward.
LOS ANGELES

Forum  H a ll and Modern Book Shop, 
1702 E. 4th  St. A N  9-4953  or AN 3- 
1533. Book Shop open Mon. 7 -9  P .M .; 
W ed. 8 -10  P .M .; Sat. 12-5 P .M .

M ILW A U K E E
150 East Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS
Socialist W orkers P a rty , 322 H en­

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to 
6 P .M . daily  except Sundays.

NEW AR K
New ark Labor Forum , Box 361, 

New ark, N. J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y

M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 U n iver­
sity Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M ilita n t Labor Forum  and Cam ­

paign H dqtrs. S o c i a l i s t  W orkers  
P arty , 1303 W . G irard  Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO
The M ilita n t, 1145 Polk St., Rm . 4. 

Open W ed. 4 -6  P .M .; Sat. 11 A .M . to 
3 P .M .

S E A T T L E
655 M ain St., M U tu a l 7139. L ib ra ry , 

bookstore. Classes every Frid ay  eve­
ning at 8  P .M . Open House following  
at 10:30 P.M .

ST. LO U IS
For in form ation phone M O  4-7194.

Philadelphia
D r. Ofto Nathan  

Noted Economist; Executor 
of the A lbe rt E instein Estate 

Speaks on
"W A R  A N D  PEACE 

IN  THE A TO M IC  A G E "
F ri., A p r il 25 — 8:15 P.M.

1303 W. G ira rd  Ave. 
C on tribu tion  $1 

Students & Unemployed 50V 
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum

Chicago Dinner-Meeting
Presents a Discussion on 

"Perspectives for Socialist U n ity "  
Speakers:

H O W ARD PACKER, Socialist w r ite r  and educator 
JA C K  H IRSCH, Socialist youth leader

Saturday, A p r i l  26 — 777 W. Adams St.

In te rna tiona l Smorgasbord D inner —  7 P.M. —  $2 
(In  the s p ir it o f M ay Day)

M eeting on ly  — 8 P.M. —  $1

By Theodore Kovalesky
The day the depression end­

ed Joe w ent back to the shop 
to look around. Since he hadn't 
been recalled, he slipped inside 
when the guard's back was 
turned and w ent up to his old 
department.

There he stared in amaze­
ment. H is old machine was 
gone. So were the other m a­
chines tha t had surrounded it. 
And in th e ir places stood a 
m onstrosity covered w ith  l it t le  
b lin k in g  ligh ts  and glass-cov­
ered charts w ith  l it t le  fingers 
scratching uneven red and blue 
lines on them. There were cogs 
and cams and wheels w ith in  
wheels, and the monster kept 
w o rk ing  and b lin k in g  and hum ­
m ing a deep-throated hum.

“ Is there anyth ing  I  can do 
fo r you?”  asked a voice, and 
Joe answered, “ No, I ’m just 
looking around. I used to w ork 
here.”

“ Ah, yes,”  replied the ma­
chine. “ I believe I have replac­
ed you— and not only you but 
Tony, Lennie, D ick, A l, Hank, 
and a ll the others.”  Then it 
added, “ I ’m ELM ER .”

“ E lm er?”  Joe repeated.
“ N o t E lm er, ELM ER. A ll  

capitals. I t  stands fo r E lectron­
ic Lathe fo r M ach in ing  to En­
gineering Requirem ents.”

Joe pondered the hideous 
fact. “ You mean you’re doing 
the w o rk  tha t a ll o f us used to 
do?”

“ Oh, yes,”  the machine re ­
plied deprecatingly. “ In  add i­
tion  I perfo rm  the operations 
fo rm e rly  done by the d r i ll  
presses, m illin g  machines and 
shapers. And I com pletely e lim ­
inate the need fo r  layout 
w o rk .”

Joe gulped. “ W ell look, w hat 
about us guys? H ow  are we 
going to make a liv in g  now?”

A small amber lig h t flashed, 
and, in  a ila t lone lik e  te le ­
phone operators use i f  you try  
to get fresh w ith  them, the 
machine said, " I  am sorry, I do 
not have tha t in fo rm a tion ."

Joe stood uncerta in ly  fo r a 
moment, then asked, “ A re  there 
many of you in the p lan t?”

“ N ot m any,”  said ELMER. 
“ They don’t need many to do 
the w o rk  you people used to 
do. A  cousin of m ine does a ll 
the paper w o rk  in  the office, 
and I have a bro ther down in 
the other end of the p lant. Be­
tween the three o f us we do 
al! that's necessary.”

“ Maybe I  could get a job 
m aking machines lik e  you,”  
Joe m uttered hopefu lly.
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“ S orry,”  the m onster answer­
ed. “ We’re made by other ma­
chines.”

“ W ell look,”  Joe cried in 
desperation, “ they said the de­
pression was oven They said 
now tha t w ar production was 
going fu l l  blast there w ou ldn 't 
be any more depression. B u t if  
i t ’s over, how come there ’s no 
more w o rk  fo r me?”

ELM ER ’S lit t le  lig h t blushed. 
“ I  am sorry,”  he replied s tiff ly . 
‘I  do not have tha t in fo rm a ­

tion .”
"A n yw a y ,"  Joe shouted, ru n ­

ning around the machine to 
look at i t  from  a ll sides, "they 
s ti l l  have to have somebody to 
set you up. Somebody's got to 
run you."

“ No,”  said the m onster w ith  
some compassion. “ Do you see 
tha t opening back there? An 
engineer brings a b lueprin t 
(w h ich  has been draw n by m y 
cousin in the office) and shoves 
it in there. Then I w ork. T ha t’s 
a ll there is to it . ”

“ In  some respects,”  Joe m u r­
mured th o u g h tfu lly , “ i t  wasn’t

too d iffe ren t in  m y day.”
“ But I ’m a fra id  you r day is 

done,”  ELM ER answered. “ I 
am the coming th ing , and you 
— if I may coin a phrase— man, 
you're gone!”

Joe stood there th in k in g  as 
fast and fu rious ly  as ELM ER 
was w ork ing . “ A nyhow ,”  he 
shouted suddenly, “ even i f  you 
can produce, you can’t buy any­
th in g !”

“ I have no need to buy any­
th ing. A ll m y needs are met 
by the company.”

“ But i f  you don 't buy any­
th ing. the companies can’t sell 
th e ir products. And if  every­
body’s unemployed and nobody 
can buy anyth ing, there ’l l a l­
ways be a depression, w on 't 
there? W on't there?”

ELM ER's ligh t b linked. “ I 
am sorry . . . ”

“ A fte r the 1929 depression 
we had jobs to come back to 
when they started w a r produc­
tion. B u t now even a wai can’t 
pu l us a ll hack to w ork, can it? 
Can it?”

E LM E R ’s lig h t glared. “ I  am

sorry, I  do not have tha t in ­
fo rm ation .”

“ A nd if there ’s never going 
to be fu ll employment any 
more,”  Joe rushed on, getting 
more angry each moment, “ and 
i f  the big companies are going 
to get autom ation machines like  
you, and w orkers like  me and 
Tony and Lennie  and D ick and 
A l and H ank and a ll the others 
get tossed out on the ju n k  pile, 
w hat do you th in k  we’re going 
to do?”

E LM E R ’s lig h t stayed on, and 
the fiat tone kept saying, ” 1 am 
sorry,”  and a ll the rest o f it.

“ You know w hat we could 
do?”  Joe repeated menacingly. 
“ We could smash you up so 
easy! Just a m onkey wrench 
in you r gears, or a l it t le  emery 
dust . . . you job  k i l le r ! ”

"W a il! W hat good w ould  that 
do?" ELM ER  asked in  alarm . 
"Smash me, and the company 
w il l  jus l get another ELM ER 
to replace me. You can't tu rn  
back the clock. Besides, look 
w hat I can do. I can make i t  
possible fo r you to have a ll the

good things in life  —  and on ly  
w o rk  a few hours a w eek."

‘ 'Tha t’s not w ha t’s happening 
now,”  retorted Joe, not at a ll 
m ollified.

"W e ll, don’t blame me. I  on ly  
w ork here.”  Three other ligh ts  
flashed on. ve ry  red, ve ry  
brigh t. “ I ' l l  te ll you some­
th ing ," ELM ER said confidenti­
a lly .

“ W hat?”
M ore ligh ts  flared u n til the  

shop began to g low  lik e  a 
foundry. C learly  the s tra in  on 
ELMER's electronic b ra in  was 
te rrific . In  a tau t voice he said, 
"T lie  boss bought me w ith  
profits he squeezed out o f you. 
Now you ’re outside, and he 
w on’t le t you in  again. You’re 
righ t, there’l l  never be fu l l  em­
ploym ent again under the boss’ 
system.”  ELM ER 's voice began 
to get fuzzy lik e  a w a r corres­
pondent over short wave. “ The 
w orkers,”  he articu la ted  w ith  
d iff ic u lty , “ the workers —  m ust 
take over— and ru n —the fac­
tories— fo r use and not p ro fit—  
fo r —  ”  The voice sputtered, 
broke off, and resumed again, 
but brow n smoke was begin­
ning to cu rl from  ELM ER ’s in ­
nards. “  . . . fo r,”  he gasped, 
" fo r  peace— fo r Socialism  . . . *

Then in a loud voice he 
cried, “ M A M A !”  (w h ich  stood 
fo r M organ’s A utom ation  M a­
ch inery, Am algam ated, whence 
he had come) and expired.

Joe uncovered his head for a 
moment, bu t then, since a be ll 
began j a n g l i n g  and p la n t 
guards came rush ing at h im  
from  all directions, he escaped 
the same way he had entered.

Since then, he has done a lo t 
more th in k in g , b u t since h is 
bra in  is human and not elec­
tron ic, he did not b low  a fuse 
and burn ou t (although the s it­
uation frequen tly  causes h im  to  
blow his top and bum  up). N ow  
a lo t o f people listen to Joe 
and look to h im  fo r leadership, 
but he’s modest about it .  "W *  
a ll learn from  w ha l happens lo  
us," he says. "As fo r me, I  owe 
it a ll to  ELM ER. He made me 
w hat I am today."

"S O M E TH IN G  OF V A LU E"

In  response to a movem ent 
among the w h ite  settlers to 
ban “ Something o f Value,’’ the 
Am erican-m ade m ovie about 
the Mau Mau m ovem ent in 
Kenya, the governm ent o f the  
B ritish  colony o f Rhodesia in 
A frica  has cut the film  and 
forb idden its show ing to ch il­
dren or A fricans.

...Attack Rights of Schell Group
(Continued from  Page 1) 

i t  could not possibly do so at 
the late date.

MOSES LETTER
The Tavern on the Green ex­

plained tha t i t  had received a 
le tte r from  the C ity  Parks A d ­
m in is tra to r, Robert Moses. The 
te x t o f th is  le tte r fo llow s:

“ A d inner sponsored by the 
Com m ittee to Secure Justice 
fo r M orton Sobell is scheduled 
fo r A p r i l  21st at the Tavern 
on the Green.

“ W hile  we cannot order you 
to cancel the affa ir, we recom-

MORTON SO BELL

mend tha t you do so. This d in ­
ner meeting is in  effect an at­
tack on our courts and system 
o f justice and w il l  be offensive 
to many citizens, and is in  our 
opinion an im proper use of the 
fac ilities  o f the Tavern on the 
Green.

“ An outdoor meeting spon­
sored by th is com m ittee at one 
of our designated fo rum  areas, 
such as U nion Square, w i l l  of 
course be perm itted under the 
head o f free speech.”

GROUPS PROTEST
This tru ly  amazing le tte r was 

signed by a c ity  o ffic ia l, an 
appointee o f M ayor Robert F. 
Wagner. A pparen tly , M o s e s  
th inks  it  is in  his power to 
decide who can re n t public 
restaurants in  New Y ork and 
who cannot; who can have ban­
quets and who m ust l im it

themselves to vo ic ing th e ir 
opinions in  Union Square.

Fortunate ly, qu ite  a few  New 
Yorkers are contesting Moses’ 
d ic ta to ria l edict. The Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union, the 
W orkers Defense League and 
the Emergency C iv il L ibe rties  
Committee have a ll protested 
the high-handed action o f the 
Tavern on the Green and th e ir  
bureaucratic m e n t o r ,  Robert 
Moses. A n  in junc tion  is now 
being sought by the Sobell 
Committee to prevent the res­
taurant from  breaking its con­
tract.

New Y o rk  Post editors w rote,

A p r i l  16, “ Parks commissioner 
Moses, accomplished le tte r w r i­
te r as w e ll as c ity  planner, has 
arrogantly  over-stepped the 
proper lim its  in  both fields. As 
a sort o f M in is te r of Landscapes 
he apparently believes tha t his 
respons ib ility  includes not on ly 
w hat grows in the parks but 
also w ha t is said in them . So 
he has w r it te n  a le tte r w hich 
has in  effect banished free 
speech from  large areas o f the 
c ity 's  parks . .

The Posi ed ito ria l concluded 
w ith  the appropriate question: 
"M ayo r Wagner has often paid 
his rhe to rica l respects lo  the

B ill of R ights. The question now 
is w hether he is prepared to 
le t Bob Moses re w rite  the 
document."

Both Norm an Thomas, w e ll- 
know n c iv il  l ib e rta ria n  and 
A. J. Muste, Secretary o f the 
Fe llow ship  o f R econcilia tion is­
sued protests against the action 
o f Robert Moses and the Tavern 
on the Green. In  answer to 
Moses’ suggestion tha t the So­
bell Com m ittee use Union 
Square, Norm an Thomas cited 
"the  old Am erican exhorta tion, 
‘Go H ire  a H a ll.’ Th is they 
tr ied  to do,”  said Thomas, “ and 
were rebuffed.”

A lcatraz Ex-Chaplain Tells Press 
Why He Believes Sobell Innocent
B y M yra  Tanner Weiss

NEW  YO R K, A p r il 17 —  To­
day I  w ent to the M anhattan 
Hotel fo r a press conference 
called by the Sobell Committee 
fo r the fo rm er Protestant Chap­
la in  of A lcatraz, Rev. Peter 
McCormack of San Francisco. 
He a rrived in tow n  last n igh t 
to serve as the p rinc ipa l speak­
er at the banquet scheduled fo r 
th is com ing Monday, A p r il 21, 
at the Tavern on the Green. 
Tom orrow  m orn ing the Sobell 
Com m ittee w il l  seek an in ­
junction  in court to prevent 
tha t restaurant from  cancelling 
its contract.

I  was pleased to see repre­
sentatives of the dailies present. 
Reporters from  the Associated 
Press, the N.Y. Times and the 
N.Y. Post were there. For too 
many years the cap ita lis t pa­
pers have been e ither silent or 
have reported only the govern­
m ent’s side o f the Sobell case. 
This tim e they w ould  lis ten  to 
a man who knew M orton  So­
bell w e ll, who ta lked w ith  h im  
often during  his long stay in 
A lcatraz, and who became con­
vinced of his innocence. 
D ISM ISSED FROM  POST

Rev. McCormack was so con­
vinced o f Sobell’s innocence 
tha t he signed a pe tition  fo r 
the prisoner’s freedom w h ile  
acting as Protestant Chaplain 
at A lcatraz. For com m itting  th is  
“ crim e,”  McCormack was dis­
missed from  his post as Chap­
la in.

Rev. McCormack is now  73 
years old. He speaks w ith  a 
soft Scottish accent. He came 
to th is  country in 1925, five 
years a fte r he was ordained a 
m in is te r in  Canada. In  1955, 
a fte r his re tirem ent, church 
authorities asked h im  to take 
the A lcatraz assignment.

“ Before you m et Sobell in 
A lca traz,”  a reporte r asked, 
“ did you have any op in ion on 
the fairness o f his tr ia l? ”  

“ Yes,”  Rev. McCormack re ­
plied. “ I  had read the book by 
the Chicago law  professor, M a l­
colm Sharp, and I was im ­
pressed w ith  his arguments. I 
had doubt about Sobell’s g u ilt .” 

“ And w hat was you r opinion 
a fte r you got to know  the 
prisoner?”

" I  found it  impossible lo  as­
sociate the man w ith  the char­
ges that had been made against 
h im ," Rev. McCormack replied.

“ D id you discuss the case or 
the tr ia l w ith  Sobell during  
yo u r v is its w ith  him ?”

“ No,”  McCormack replied. 
“ We discussed philosophy, na­
tu ra l science and theology. M r. 
Sobell is a ve ry  cu ltured man, 
a man o f high intelligence. Our 
discussions genera lly b e g a n  
w ith  w hatever points I  had 
made in  the service.”  
O U TSTAN D IN G  M A N  

“ And how did you come to 
feel about Sobell as a man?”  a 
reporter asked.

Rev. McCormack answered 
th is  question w ith  evident

w arm th  in  his voice. "M orton  
Sobell is an outstanding man 
in  every way. He is an honor­
able man; sincere and devoted 
to his fa m ily ."

A t  th is  po in t we heard the 
sound o f m uffled sobs. I d id n ’t 
look around fo r  I  knew they 
came from  M orton ’s m other, 
Rose Sobell. And I also knew 
w hy I  heard her cry fo r the 
firs t time.

When one is steeled fo r  the 
avalanche o f hate tha t one 
meets in a long struggle like  
th is  one, there is never any 
danger o f tears. B u t to be 
steeled fo r hate and suddenly 
encounter hum an w arm th  and 
sym pathy is a d isarm ing ex­
perience. Even a woman w ith  
Rose Sobell’s courage can be 
caught o ff balance at such a 
moment.

There was on ly  a m om ent’s 
pause. Then Rev. McCormack 
continued to te ll us about So­
bell. “ I  never heard one w ord 
of bitterness fro m  th is  man. 
When he received the news 
tha t the Supreme C ourt had 
refused to look at the new e v i­
dence obtained by the Sobell 
Committee, I saw tha t he was 
depressed. B u t on ly  fo r a short 
time.

“ He feels no bitterness about 
w hat happened to h im ,”  Rev. 
McCormack to ld us. “ B u t he is 
crushed by the separation from  
his fa m ily . He is u tte r ly  devoted 
to them. B u t he has never 
despaired o f justice. He knows 
the tru th  w il l  tr iu m p h ."

Police-State 
Bill OK’d by 
Harriman

New Y ork 's  Governor A ver* 
e ll H a rrim an  signed a bill, 
A p r il 11. extending the state's 
"S ecurity  R isk L a w " fo r an­
other year. This law  is a flag­
rant v io la tion  of c iv il liberties. 
Passed in  1951 d u rin g  the 
Korean W ar, the law  was de­
signed lo  c ircum vent the p ro ­
cedural safeguards o f the C ivil 
Service Law .

The C iv il Service La w  la 
specifically designed to p revent 
state and c ity  offic ia ls fro m  f i r ­
ing  employes fo r p o l i t i c a l  
reasons. B u t under the b ill ex­
tended by H arrim an, offic ia ls 
can fire  c iv il servants fo r a 
broad range of po litica l beliefs, 
alleged or real, by accusing 
them o f being “ security risks.”
HUNDREDS V IC T IM IZ E D

Hundreds of state and c ity  
w orkers have been vic tim ized, 
and c iv il service tenure and 
pension righ ts  as w e ll as union 
sen iority  provisions have been 
underm ined under the “ Secur­
ity  R isk Law .”  In  the recent 
period, as the w itch -h u n t h y ­
steria abated, the law  has come 
in fo r w idespread critic ism . I t  
is being challenged in  the 
courts. The Republican-contrctl- 
ed state leg is la ture passed the  
extension q u i e t l y ,  and the 
newspapers bare ly reported the 
event.

A  veto of the law  w ou ld  have 
been easy, even from  the po in t 
of v iew  of “ p ractica l”  cap ita lis t 
politics. B u t the lib e ra l Demo­
crat H arrim an, who is runn ing  
fo r re-election th is fa ll and 
who is supposed to be “ labor’s 
fr ie n d ,”  signed the b ill,  a l­
though c iv il libe rties  groups 
asked h im  not to a llow  i t  to  
become law. He thus revealed 
h im self an active proponent of 
the w itch -h u n t and an enemy 
of c iv il liberties.

H arrim an also signed a la w  
last week w hich w ou ld  dis­
q u a lify  from  pub lic  office o r 
em ploym ent anyone “ who is o r 
becomes a member of the Com­
m unist P arty .”  As the Em er­
gency C iv il L iberties U n ion  
pointed out, th is law  is a b i l l  
of a tta inder and is in  clear v io ­
la tion  of the U n ited  States 
C onstitu tion w h ich  specifica lly 
p roh ib its  such b ills .

W hich H a n d  W ill P u ll the S w itch?



Buy! It's Loyal Thing to Do
-  — " By George Lavan — — ^

W ork ing  on ly pa rt time? C om pletely un ­
employed? Y our unem ploym ent compensation 
already run out? D on’t le t w o rry  about the 
recession get you down. Now is the tim e to 
be of good cheer. Help is on the way. Some 
o f p riva te  enterprise’s biggest brains are ga l­
lop ing  to the rescue.

This happy communique is the lead story 
in  the A p r il 14 W all Street Journa l under 
the headline: “  ‘Buy and Be H appy’ —  Op­
eration Optim ism  Is Launched to Open the 
Consumer’s Pocketbook.”

As Eisenhower said to his press confer­
ence, the one way for the American people 
to put a quick end to this recession is —  "to 
buy." I f  only people would start buying like 
crazy, soon there would be an acute shortage 
of goods and then the factories would re­
open. It's just that simple — and the free- 
enterprise experts are raring to go.

In  Waukesha, Wise., radio and TV  p ro ­
grams end w ith  the slogan “ Business is Good! 
Keep Waukesha Business H ealthy! B uy N ow !”  
Listeners to W V H J in Essex, N. J., hear 
“ B uy Now, The Job You Save May Be Y our 
O w n.”  These are bu t tw o shots in  the power­
fu l anti-recession offensive being mounted in  
every part off the U.S.A. under such code 
names as, “ Operation O ptim ism ,”  “ Keep De­
tro it  D ynam ic,”  “ Crusade fo r Confidence," 
“ Values fo r Volum e,”  “ B uy  and Be H appy,”  
“ O K  Ike ,”  and (POPS) “ Power of Positive 
S e lling .”  As any fool can p la in ly  see from  the 
names themselves, the battle  is as good as 
won.
GENIUSES GET TOGETHER

Such combined operations cannot, of 
course, be easily coordinated because o f the 
clash that the p ro x im ity  of so many b r ill ia n t 
m inds n a tu ra lly  generates. Thus in  the C leve­
land salient an epic struggle took place on 
the staff leve l between proponents of “ Values 
fo r  Vo lum e”  and the champions o f the no 
less sc in tilla tin g  “ Values fo r  V ic to ry .”  W hat 
a tr ib u te  to the team s p ir it o f a ll invo lved was 
the breath-tak ing  compromise solution, “ Values 
fo r  You, V ita lity  fo r C leveland” !

C ry ing  th is insp iring  w atchw ord lik e  the 
“ Exce ls ior”  o f Long fe llow ’s m ounta in -c lim b ing  
youth, C leveland's “ V ”  boys are about to  
launch a m onth-long “ B uy N ow ”  campaign. A  
“ Miss P rosperity ”  w il l  be elected queen to 
re ign over parades and rallies. The c ity  fa th ­
ers have already agreed to rename Euclid  
Avenue, the m ain drag, “ Value Avenue”  fo r 
the month and are pondering changing C leve­
lands' name to “ Valuetown, U.S.A.”

Lest any reader hastily  conclude tha t 
anti-recession know -how  is confined to C leve­
land, here is a sam pling of equally effective 
devices from  other parts o f the land. A  New 
Jersey tire  store pu lls in  waverers w ith  “ Buy, 
Buy, Buy, I t ’s Y our P a trio tic  D u ty !”  Dallas

w il l  soon be rev ived by b illboards, bumper 
stickers, store signs, newspaper ads and rad io- 
TV  announcements o f "T h in k  Up! T h ink  Pros­
p e rity ! —  Have P rospe rity !”  Advance Guard 
Dallas Businessmen are up fo rw ard  in  s k ir­
m ishing fo rm ation  w ith  breast-pocket hand­
kerchiefs bearing in blue le tters the trenchant 
phrase: “ Business is G R EAT.”
M A DISO N  AVE. IN  THERE TOO

T ha t’s how i t  is at the fron t, bu t back 
at General Headquarters, the master stra te­
gists aren’t  napping e ither. On New York 's  
Madison Avenue, the A dve rtis ing  Council has 
begun a “ Confidence in a G row ing Am erica” 
campaign, which a lready can dispose o f $10 
to $15 m illio n  w orth  o f tim e  and space. One 
of its  top advisors, C. G. M ortim er, president 
of General Foods, who by th is  statement alone 
shows tha t he has a bra in  like  a sharp pin, de­
clares: “ 1 do not th in k  i t  an exaggeration to 
say tha t recession begins and ends in the 
m inds o f men.”  It  takes a grocery giant to 
comprehend that food purchasing is basically 
a psychological activity. When people have 
confidence they buy lots of food, when they 
lose confidence they slop buying it.

The Am erican Management Association 
has called a mass meeting of 1,800 key execu­
tives fo r M ay 19 to w h ip  the recession. H. A. 
B u llis , chairm an of General M ills , admits he 
hasn’t  finished preparing his speech fo r i t  yet, 
bu t adds w ith o u t fear o f contrad iction: “ W hat­
ever I  say w il l  be op tim is tic .”

Every war, however, has its fifth  co lum n­
ists and defeatists. A lready  un-Am erican ele­
ments are spreading th e ir gloom-and-doom 
sabotage. They should be ru th lessly extirpated. 
The W all S heet Journa l cites one such type, 
a “ h a rd -h it”  D e tro it re ta ile r, probably in  the 
pay o f Moscow, who sn ive lling ly  says: "After 
a certain point there's nothing you can do. 
You tell them to buy, but they haven't any 
money."

Somewhat more delicate is the problem 
now vexing  New Y o rk ’s F if th  Avenue m er­
chants. They are protesting against the an­
nua l L o ya lty  Day parade, w h ich  fa llin g  on 
Saturday this year m igh t block some shoppers 
from  free access to the stores. This is a de­
plorab le  sp littin g  o f the ranks o f the defend­
ers of free enterprise and the merchants are 
short sighted when they say, “ Keep these 
loya lty  bums off F if th  Avenue.”  Surely a com­
promise can be w orked out. W hy no t route 
the parade — not down F ifth  Avenue —  but 
through the stores on F if th  Avenue? Halts 
could be called frequen tly  and the paraders 
subjected to the “ Buy, Buy, Buy, I t ’s Y our 
P a trio tic  D u ty !”  slogans.

Of course, considering the character of 
the clientele it might be wise to double the 
number of store detectives.

IRISH REVOLUTION VET. 
FIGHTS N Y. WITCH-HUNT

S p ir it  o f  M arch  on W ashington K ep t A liv e

In  a dramatic demonstration for civil rights on May 17 last year, 25.000 people rallied 
from all over the country to Washington, D.C., to demand end of racial discrimination. In  the 
same militant spirit. 3,000 rallied in front of Alabama Capitol in Montgomery on Easter 
Sunday to protest outrages against Negro people.

By W illia m  Bundy

NEW  YORK. April 11—When 
Patrick Hehir finished speaking 
tonight at the M ilitant Labor 
Forum, the audience knew in 
human terms, the effects of the 
New York Slate " S e c u r i t y  
Risk" law. Hehir is one of the 
law's many victims in the New 
York C ivil Service.

Before he was fired in 1955, 
H e h ir had worked 29 years on 
the IR T  d iv is ion o f the c ity 's 
subways. He was one o f those 
im m ig ran t Irish  revo lu tion ists, 
so m any o f whom w orked on the 
IR T, who formed the backbone 
o f the  Transport W orkers Union 
in  the m ilita n t organizing days 
o f the 1930’s.

As m igh t have been expect­
ed, H eh ir began his s to ry  by 
te llin g  of his youth in Ire land, 
where he was a union ra ilroad 
w o rke r and had fough t w ith  
the Ir ish  Republican A rm y 
th roughout the w a r fo r  inde­
pendence and the c iv il  w ar 
Which fo llowed.
7-D A Y  W ORK W EEK

H e h ir went to w ork  on the 
IR T  in  1926, one year a fte r 
com ing to the U nited States. 
He partic ipated in union o r­
ganizing attem pts th roughout 
the  la te 1920’s and 1930’s. “ We 
w orked seven n ights a week, 
w ith  one n igh t off a m onth; no 
sick leave, no holidays, no va­
cation,”  he said. “ Those were 
the  conditions u n til the TW U 
was organized. I  jo ined it  in 
1936 and got the firs t TW U 
card in  the Tow crm en’s section. 
We were constantly w orried 
about beakies [com pany spot­
te rs] and stool pigeons, who 
caused many TW U  members, 
inc lud ing  M ike  Q u ill [cu rren t
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TW U president], to be fired in 
the early  days.

“ I  served as secretary of the 
Towerm en’s section u n til 1938 
when I broke down w ith  TB, 
caused in pa rt— the doctors to ld 
me—by long hours in the sub­
ways. I had seven ribs rem ov­
ed and a lung collapsed. I re ­
turned in 1940 and continued 
activ ities  in  the union —  as 
steward, secretary of the sec­
tion, convention delegate and 
so on— u n til about five years 
ago when m y health became 
chron ica lly  worse. B u t I stayed 
on the job and my service ra t­
ings were excellent.”

Though he spoke w ith  great 
effect and humor, the blue of 
his lips and the d iff ic u lty  w ith  
w hich he breathed testified to 
H c h ir ’s ill-hea lth , as he con-, 
tinued: “ I  wanted to re tire  to 
Ire land, where the pension 
w ould go fu rthe r, and I could 
live  out m y few  rem ain ing 
years among the old friends. 
B u t I never got the chance. In  
March, 1954, M ayor Wagner, 
whom we in the TW U  were in ­
strum ental in  electing, appo in t­
ed a Commissioner of In ve s ti­
gations under the a u tho rity  of 
the ‘Security R isk ’ law . He 
started w ith  the T rans it A u th ­
o rity , and called me in fo r 
questioning. The union law yer 
to ld  me they w ould ask about 
m y past a ffilia tions  and give 
me a lis t of names to iden tify . 
I to ld h im : ‘Where I come from  
th a t’s in fo rm ing .’
W O U LDN 'T G IV E  NAMES

“ A fte r a ll I ’d been through, 
I cou ldn 't betray anybody I ’d 
ever w orked w ith —m y friends 
in the struggle fo r Ir ish  free­
dom or the men I  m et w ith  to 
plan the bu ild ing  of the TW U.

When the investigators asked 
me i f  I  was a m em ber o f the 
Com m unist Party, I  said: ‘I  am 
not.' When they asked me i f  I 
had ever been a member, I  
s im p ly repeated: ‘I  am no t a 
member o f the Communist 
P arty .’ I knew tha t to answer 
questions about my past a f f i l i ­
ations w ould lead to naming 
names. They charged me w ith  
insubord ination because I  took 
that stand and I  was fired on 
A p r i l  28, 1955.

"M y section of the TW U  
passed a resolution asking the 
union to throw its strength in ­
to my defense, but nothing 
further was done. I am still 
fighting through the courts."

The Forum  audience discuss­
ed means of broadening the 
figh t on the H eh ir case and 
contributed $63.

In  thank ing  the audience 
H eh ir said he now fe lt renewed 
hope. “ I f  people like  those here 
can p u t a ll th e ir strength in to  
it,”  he said, “ we can w in .”  “ I t  
seems iron ica l to me,”  he con­
tinued, “ tha t M cC arthyism  is 
on its w ay out in  W ashington, 
bu t is being revived in  New 
Y o rk ; tha t the Democrat H ar- 
rim an, whom labor helped 
elect, has signed a law  to make 
th is ‘security ’ nonsense a per­
manent part of the C iv il Ser­
vice system.”

“ I t  seems to me tha t New 
Y ork labor, and p a rticu la rly  the 
TW U  have to face up to th is 
problem, in th e ir own interest. 
From whai I've heard from 
other transit workers who have 
been called, it is very clear 
that the investigation is noth­
ing but an attempt to get some 
honest workers to become 
beakies and to terrorize the 
rest."

W h y3000  
R allied a t 
Ala. Capitol

By Ronald Jones
M O NTGO M ERY. Ala. —  On 

Thursday night, March 27, 1958, 
shortly after midnight, the le­
gal lynching of 22-year-old 
Jeremiah Reeves, Jr., in the 
electric chair at K ilby prison 
(five miles outside of Mont­
gomery) for allegedly raping a 
"young w h i t e  Montgomery 
housewife" closed another sor­
did and bloodstained chapter in 
the story of justice in the 
courts of Alabama where Ne­
groes are concerned and opened 
a new heroic chapter in the 
struggle of the Negro commun­
ity against injustice and abuse 
in Alabama courts. The forces 
leading to this point have been 
asserting themselves for more 
than five years.

In  1952 Jerem iah Reeves 
(then only 16 years old) was 
arrested and indicted fo r a lleg­
edly having com m itted five 
assaults on M ontgom ery w h ite  
women — tw o counts of rape, 
tw o of assault w ith  in ten t to 
rape, and one of robbery. He 
was q u ick ly  forced to confess 
these “ capita l crimes”  by m eth­
ods w hich included his being 
forced to s it in  the electric 
cha ir under b rig h t lights, then 
ve rba lly  abused and not only 
threatened h im self but to ld  that 
his fa m ily  “ w il l  get i t . ” 
A LL -W H IT E  JURY

He was tr ied  only fo r one 
case of rape before a w h ite  
judge, an a ll-w h ite  ju ry  and an 
a ll-w h ite  prosecuting staff. As 
is southern custom in such 
cases he was convicted and 
sentenced to death. (In  the 
whole h is to ry  o f the South no 
w h ite  man has ever suffered 
the same fate fo r raping a Ne­
gro g ir l or woman.) The arous­
ed Negro com m unity, which 
firm ly  believes in his innocence 
to th is day, made it possible to 
take the case in to  h igher courts. 
His firs t appeal to the U nited 
States Supreme C ourt won a 
reversal of his first conviction. 
He was then tr ied  again on the 
same charge, convicted and 
again sentenced to death. His 
second appeal to the U nited 
States Supreme C ourt was lost.

On Wednesday, March 26, in 
an a ttem pt to save Reeves' life  
the defense made a passionate 
plea to Governor (B ig J im ) 
Folsom fo r  mercy and clem ­
ency. The governor h im se lf did 
not attend the hearing. (He is 
reported to have spent the day 
fishing.) A  member of Folsom’s 
cabinet, id e n tify ing  h im se lf as 
a “ M ontgom ery citizen in terest­
ed in justice,”  urged tha t the 
electrocution, w h ich  had been 
set fo r Thursday n ight, March 
27, go on as scheduled. A fte r 
noting tha t one of Reeves’ a l­
leged v ic tim s had been a close 
fr iend  of his fa m ily , he said: 
“ I f  ever a man deserved to die 
in the e lectric chair, i t  is this 
man.”  The next evening word 
reached Jerem iah Reeves and 
B lack M ontgom ery tha t G ov­
ernor Folsom had rejected the 
clemency plea.
ANGER AROUSED

Once again the m uddy filth  
of court in justice and abuse 
were slung in to  the faces of 
the oppressed masses of B lack 
Montgomery. B u t on this, coup­
led w ith  the naked fact tha t 
the day before Reeves’ execu­
tion a w h ite  man charged w ith  
rap ing a teen-age Negro g ir l

was not even arrested, there 
occurred a spontaneous reac­
tion of ind ignation throughout 
the Negro com m unity. Anger 
reached a fever pitch. "We 
have to do something about 
these injustices." "We can't let 
this miscarriage of justice go 
by without protesting it." These 
feelings became all-pervasive.

On F riday, March 28, an ed­
ito r ia l under the tit le  “ Courts 
V ind icated”  appearing in the 
N egro-ba iting A labam a Journal 
added insu lt to in ju ry . Said the 
ed ito ria l: “ The irr ita tio n s  and 
damage done to law  enforce­
m ent by the la w ’s delays are 
w e ll illus tra ted  in the case of 
a vicious crim ina l executed in 
Alabam a more than fo u r years 
a fte r one of the capita l crimes 
he comm itted.

“ There was never any doubt 
of his gu ilt. He had confessed; 
witnesses confirmed his confes­
sion; . . . judge and ju ries  were 
of the highest type of citizens.

” . . .  when the high court 
in  W ashington fin a lly  accepted 
the judgm ent of A labam a’s 
court, it  has caused nearly six 
years of suffering and suspense 
by the condemned man.

“  . . . most inexcusable of 
a ll, racial feeling was stirred  in 
the case. Em otional appeals 
were made fo r clemency in 
w hich our courts were accused 
of being harsh and v ind ic tive .

“ I t  was a cruel experience 
fo r our courts, now fo rtuna te ly  
vindicated by ca rry ing  out a 
death sentence so long ago im ­
posed.”
SLOGAN FOR ACTIO N

This insu lt fu r th e r intensified 
the process already set in  mo­
tion. B lack M ontgom ery now 
became a seething volcano. A 
line of action began to assert 
itse lf, emerging from  the very 
bowels of the rank and file  of 
the Negro com m unity. “ L e t’s 
protest Reeves’ execution by 
m arching on the cap ito l” — this 
sentim ent swept the Negro 
com m unity like  a tida l wave. 
Thus i t  was clear tha t the en­
tire  Negro com m unity wanted 
action — positive, vigorous ac­
tion. And thus i t  was tha t on 
Thursday, A p r il 3, thousands of 
unsigned mimeographed le a f­
lets ca lling  fo r a protest mass 
meeting before A labam a’s cap- 
ilo l bu ild ing  were c irculated

throughout the Negro comm un­
ity .

The lea fle t said in part: 
“ Jerem iah Reeves w ent to the 
e lectric cha ir F riday charged 
w ith  rape. On the day before 
his execution a w h ite  man, 
s im ila rly  charged w ith  raping 
a teen-age Negro g ir l, was not 
even arrested.

“ Y our boy, husband, fa ther or 
brother can suffer the same 
fate as Jerem iah Reeves, i f  any 
w h ite  woman cries ’rape.’ A t 
the same tim e your mother, 
sister, daughter or w ife  is le ft 
unprotected before w h ile  rap­
ists.

" IN  ORDERLY. D IG N IF IE D  
PROTEST A G A IN ST LEG AL  
M ISC A RR IA G E OF JUSTICE  
W HERE NEGROES ARE CON­
CERNED. E V E R Y  NEGRO  
F A M I L Y ,  O R G A N IZA TIO N , 
CHURCH, CLUB, AND IN D I­
V ID U A L  IS ASKED TO MEET  
IN  FRONT OF THE C APITO L  
ON SUNDAY. A PR IL  6. A T  
1:30 P.M. IN  A C ITY -W ID E  
M EETIN G  TH A T THE PUB ­
LIC  M A Y  KNO W  T H A T N E­
GROES W A N T JUSTICE IN  
THE COURTS."

T h r o u g h  the Monlgomei'y 
newspapers, rad io  and T V  sta­
tions the "courthouse gang" (to 
borrow  a te rm  from  Tuskegee’s 
distinguished s o c i o 1 o gist Dr.

(Continued from Page 1) 
ical. He was fin a lly  in te rrup ted  
by boos. August Scholle, presi­
dent of the A FL-C IO  State 
Council, who chaired the meet­
ing, restored order by asking 
the audience: “ How are you 
ever gonna learn people's a t­
titudes i f  you don 't listen?”

The results of the March 11 
march on the state capito l in 
H artfo rd  bv 2,000 unionists 
bore results tw o days ago when 
the Republican-controlled Con­
necticut legislature extended 
unem ploym ent benefits from  26 
weeks to 39 weeks. O ther im ­
provements in the law , how ­
ever, were refused.

A nother im portan t union ac­
tion, defensive ra ther than of-

Lew is Wade Jones) h it back 
and hard. They denounced the 
meeting as being organized by 
“ professional ag ita tors”  a n d  
misleaders o f the Negro com­
m un ity , who are he ll bent on 
s tirr in g  up racial s trife  in “ our 
tow n.”  They said that a lthough 
there was no legal w ay in 
w hich the meeting could be 
stopped the police force w ould 
be at the meeting area in force 
to see tha t the streets and side­
w alks “ are not blocked,”  that 
property  in and around the 
capito l b u ild ing  “ is not dam ­
aged,”  and that the “ troub le ­
makers are kept under contro l.” 

F riday  n ight, A p r il 4, the K u  
K lu x  K lan  (weak, w ith o u t in ­
fluence, discredited among the 
overw helm ing m a jo rity  of w h ite  
M ontgom ery, and passing re ­
lu c tan tly  from  the scene, g iv ing  
way to its more respected o ff­
spring, the W h i t e  Citizens 
Council) hand-painted about 30 
large K K K  signs in the streets 
and on the highways o f M on t­
gomery (five in the v ic in ity  of 
the capito l). Saturday n ight the 
head of M ontgom ery county 
W hite  C itizens Council made 
spot announcements over the 
radio advising all w h ite  people 
to remain away from  the meet­
ing. fo r  “ a ttem pting to do some­
th ing  to prevent the meeting

fensive, however, was the 
United Steel W orkers’ re jection 
of company feelers fo r  a “ vo l­
un ta ry ”  foregoing of the wage 
raise, averaging nine cents an 
hour, due Ju ly  1 under the 
contract signed last August. 
The un ion ’s re jection came in 
the fo rm  of a ttitude  and state­
ments made by USW officia ls 
at the recent conference of D is­
tr ic t  16. This re jection of a 
“ wage freeze” uno ffic ia lly  p ro ­
posed by the steel barons, made 
fro n t page news in the W all 
Street Journal (A p r il 14). A l 
the conference President David 
J. McDonald said about 250.000 
of the union's members are out 
of work and about 370,000 
working less than a full week. 
The week ending April 12 saw

being held is exactly w ha t w il l  
serve the Negro agitators best." 
Sunday m orn ing the M ontgom ­
ery A dve rtize r said e d ito ria lly : 
“ The m a jo rity  of w h ite  and 
Negro M ontgom ery w il l  have 
noth ing to do w ith  the meet­
ing.”
'I 'L L  BE THERE'

But in the face of a ll th is the 
masses of the Negro com m unity 
were not in tim ida ted, were not 
cowed, were not afra id. “ We 
have as much r ig h t as anybody 
else to meet in  fro n t of the 
cap ito l.”  “ The capito l grounds 
are jus t as much ours as theirs. 
We, too, pay taxes.”  E ve ry­
where one could hear " I ’m not 
scared. I ’ l l  be there and on 
tim e, too.”

No, the enthusiasm of the 
rank and file  of B lack M on t­
gomery fo r the protest meeting 
was not dampened by the 
threats and in tim ida tions  of the 
courthouse gang and th e ir d is­
credited associates, the K K K . 
I t  was, however, b lunted by 
published statements by tw o of 
the leading m in isters in  the 
Negro com m unity. Saturday’s 
A dve rtize r quoted Rev. M. L. 
K in g  and Rev. R. D. A bernathy, 
president and vice-president re­
spective ly o f the M ontgom ery 
Im provem ent Association, w hich 
led the successful M ontgom ery 
bus protest, as saying tha t they 
were not the organizers of the 
meeting, tha t they were not 
opposed to it, and tha t they 
“ w il l  be present to d irec t the 
meeting along peaceful lines.”  
The Sunday m orning A d ve r­
tize r quoted Rev. K ing  as say­
ing tha t the meeting “ w il l  be 
one of p rayer and repentance”  
and tha t “ no speeches w il l  be 
made.”

The m eeting did take place. 
The crowds in num ber more 
than 3,000 d id come —  young 
and old a like . I t  was insp iring  
to see so m any young people— 
b rig h t eyed and cheerful. I t  
was an impressive gathering in 
spite o f its being almost sm oth­
ered w ith  re lig ion—hym n sing­
ing, p ray ing  and amening. This 
demonstration against court in ­
justice, only a few feet from  
the spot where Jefferson Davis 
was sworn in as president of 
the Confederacy and in an area 
where Negroes were ra re ly  
ever seen previously, represent­
ed a new stage in the consci­
ousness of B lack M ontgomery.

By this act the Negro masses 
of Montgomery said in effect: 
"We are doggone sick and tired 
of being mistreated in the 
courts. We are dissatisfied with  
the Jim-Crow laws of Alabama 
and we want the whole world 
to know it." Capitol h ill (com­
monly referred to as "Goat 
H ill"  in the Advertizer) w ill 
never be the same again. For 
once more the "cradle of the 
Confederacy" has been rocked. 
And it is still rocking.

steel production drop to a new 
low of 48% of capacity.

Despite the boasts of Demo­
cratic  Senate leader Lyndon 
Johnson about th is  Congress’ 
anti-recession m e a s u r e s ,  the 
record is measly, pa rticu la rly  in  
im m ediate help to unemployed. 
The $1.8 b illio n  “ housing”  b i l l  
doesn’t  bu ild  houses but buys 
mortgages from  banks to in ­
d ire c tly  encourage home b u ild ­
ers, at the same tim e upping 
the bank in terest rates fo r ve t­
erans’ loans. The $1.8 b illio n  in ­
crease fo r federal road bu ild ing  
w il l  take many months or per­
haps a year to make actual jobs 
— i f  the amounts previously ap­
propriated can be allocated this 
year.

The "Recession"  

Deepens
M ounting layoffs and slim m er pay checks m ark  

a transition in the economy. Is it a "breather" or 
the ominous prelude to a far worse decline? Arne  
Swabeck, author of the article "The 'Recession' 
Deepens," in the spring issue of In ternational So­
cialist Review  analyzes trends in the m ain sectors 
of the economy and the growing disproportions that 
push it tow ard a m ajor crisis.
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Program to Fight Unemployment
(1) Organization of the unemployed by the labor movement. For union un­

employed committees to fight their jobless members' grievances on rehiring, un­
employment compensation, rent, mortgage and installm ent payments, re lie f, etc.

(2) Unem ploym ent compensation to all jobless for the entire period of unem ­
ploym ent at trade-union wages.

(3) A 30-hour week at 40 hours' pay to be the num ber one demand of all 
unions in contract negotiations. Am end federal and state wage-and-hours laws to 
include 30-for-40.

(4) A giant public works program at trade-union wages to build  all the 
schools, hospitals, low-cost housing, highways and other useful and peaceful con­
struction needed in this country today.

(5) Union action and FEP laws to prevent discrim ination in layoffs, rehiring, 
unem ploym ent compensation, public-works hiring, re lie f, etc.

(6) A  debt m oratorium  for the unemployed. No evictions or foreclosures on 
homes, autos or appliances.

(7) No taxes on yearly  incomes of $7,500 or less. End w ithholding and sales 
taxes to restore workers' purchasing power. Tax the rich and the corporations.

(8) Build a Labor P arty  based on the unions in alliance w ith  m inority  peo­
ples and working farmers.

...Recession Gets Worse
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