American Labor
And the A-Tests

AN EDITORIAL

The number one job for those in this country fighting
to build a movement to halt nuclear tests is to win the
active intervention of organized labor.

American scientists have done outstanding work in
the fight against the nuclear menace. They have pains-
takingly explained the dangers of the nuclear explosions.
In recent months, in the face of intimidation and victimi-
zation, they have entered into battle against the powerful
forces of the Atomic Energy Commission who engage in
fraud and deceit to conceal the extent of the hazards.

These courageous scientists have been joined by
pacifists, churchmen and liberals. The radical movement,
of course, has also been in the forefront of the fight. These
efforts have helped to crystalize substantial popular senti-
ment for a halt to the tests.

Yet the scope of the movement remains limited. The
reason for this should be clear enough, All of these group-
ings and individuals combined, do not possess the social
weight essential for victory in such a fight., But the trade
union movement, 18 million strong, has the power to
decide the issue.

The necd to win labor's participation is graphically
illustrated by the advanced state of the anti-bomb move-
ment ;in such countries as England, Germany and Japan
where the ranks of labor are being mobilized on the issue.
In England, militant intervention by the left wing of the
unions and of the Labor Party has made the anti-bomb
fight the top political issue.

It 1s true that there are greater obstacles in this
country to winning decisive action by the unions. The
highly conservative top leadership is wedded to the capi-
talist parties and to the pro-war policies of the State
Department and has little stomach for such a fight, If
sufficient sentiment is generated in the ranks these offi-
cials can be compelled to move.

Convince Fellow Unionists

A number of voices have already been raised within
the unions against the tests, but nowhere near enough.
Those who recognize how urgent it is to stop the tests
must now enlist their union brothers and sisters in the
campaign.

Wherever feasible, resolutions should be introduced
in the unions demanding that the government immedi-
ately stop the tests. Wherever adopted, such resolutions
should be given maximum publicity and circulated in
other union bodies for additional support. The widest
possible education campaign should be conducted on the
issues.

While the job will not be done overnight important
progress can be made. The nuclear-test issue is not a
narrow one. The movement that already exists indicates
the striking extent to which it crosses the lines of par-
tisan politics. A maximum unity of forces can be welded
in the fight. Eminent scientists have provided a wealth of
facts that demonstrate the justness of the cause. And or-
ganized labor abroad has shown by example how much
can be accomplished. It’s time for American labor to act.

Friends Give to Keep
Socialist Fund Climbing

By Murry Weiss
National Fund Drive Director
APRIL 9 — The drive to collect a $20,000 Socialist

Expansion [und this spring is moving ahead at a steady
clip. Branches of the Socialist Workers Party arc now

aiming toward May 1 — when the
two-thirds mark in the campaign
will have been reached — with the

objective of overcoming the 8%
lag that still persists. This will put
them n good shape for the last
month of the campaign and cnable
them Lo hit the bell by May 31.
Our contingent from the South

jumped from fourteenth to second

place this week and is now tied .

with Buffalo which has maintained ~

the lead since the beginning of the

drive. (Sce scoreboard page two.) °
Fund Drive Director for the .

South, Ronald Jones, writes: “We .

here are gratified to know that the

Socialist Expansion Fund is getting |5000 &

off to a good start. In thus there is 2

real determination, Of this we have .

plenty. (Certainly more than we

have money!) Like other friends of .

the SWP throughout the country

we don't consider the inconven- .

iences necessitated by getting our

pledges in on time as sacrifices.” ! o

Jones says that the struggle “for

that brighter tomorrow™ is “part

of our very being.” b |°,°°° .
Two more areas have joined the

active list on the scorebosrd this *

week — Denver and Oakland. Den-

ver, along with the South, is par- "

ticipating in a national SWP cam-

paign for the first time in many .

years. We expect fo hear a loi

from them in all

fields of socialist

activity,
Oakland  Fund

Director reports:

“Our branch s

slightly over the

quota in pledges.

But collecting on

them will be a

real problem. The

recession hurts;

aboutl a quarter of

our membership
is unemployed
and about as
many on reduced
work-weeks ™ e —
This problem cf (Contlinued on Page 2)
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Report N.Y.
Area Highly
Radioactive

By Myra Tanner Weiss

“The fallout of radioactive
strontium on New York in-
creased by 50% in 1957, a
study by the Atomic Energy
Commission revealed, April 3.
And AEC science member Dr.
Willard F. Libby announced
that northeastern United States
is “one of the hottest places in
the world” for radioactivity.
"No other point in the world
approached the cumulative lev-
el of strontium-380 reported for
New York,” says the April 3
New York Times.

By way of giving reassurance
to New York residents, the
AEC’s New York office hasten-
ed to point out that there were
also other cities in the nation
that had high rates of fall-out.
These include Salt Lake City.
Utah: Scotisbluff, Nebraska:
Albuquerque, New Mexico;
Grand Junction, Colorado; and
New Orleans and Boise, Idaho

On March 27, from Berkeleyv,
Calif., a “sharp increase in ra-
dioactivity content of rainfall”
was announced. Radiological
checks gave a reading *200
times higher than the standard
established as safe for drinking
water.”

IOWA PONDS

An Towa professor reported
on April 1 that "A selected
group of farm ponds in south-
ern Iowa has shown a sharp
increase in adioactivity fol-
lowing ten rains thal fell be-
tween July and November las!
vear.

Abroad, the "radioactive
count in the atmosphere is the
highest recorded in four years.”
reported Japanese scientists at
Osaka University on March 27
And Sen. Humphrey (D-Minn.)
has announced that Sweden re-
ports increased radioactivily to
“within 25% of the maximum
permissible level.”

Reading all this cheerful
news in the daily press, an old
melody with new words invent-
ed by a correspondent for the
New Yorker keeps intrud-
ing into my brain: "It isn’t
raining rain, you know, it's
raming strontium."”

Matters aren't helped any by
news that the AEC 1s working
on a $35 million program *“to
determine the effects of radia-
tion in man.” After all, 141
atom and hydrogen bombs
have been exploded already.
And the US. is hell-bent for
exploding aboul 18 more this
spring.

Nor is there any comfort in

(Continued on Page 2)
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LAYOFFS MOUNT STEEPLY;
SEASONAL HIRING DOWN

By George Lavan for past months has been to|down 300,000, the biggest drop
APRIL 10 — Eisenhower's @Wail the usual seasonal puk in any month since the reces-
attempt o draw optimistic con- | P that comes with the resump-lsion began last August. Those
clusions from the economic re-|!ion of outdoor construction working short work weeks to-
port, which was issued jointly Jobs, agricultural hiring and/| tal 2,290,000.

by his Departments of Labor|Laster shopping as proof thal|new joB1LESS CLAIMS
end Commerce yesterday, has the economy was “rebounding.
fallen flat. The unemployment To demands for emergency unemployment” statement was
figures in if, going up to March|legislation, such as the much-|faljse even while he uttered it.
15, were in themselves cause|talked of tax cut. the While|[n the week ending March 22
for alarm and not complacency.| House answer was, “wait ull
Moreover, jobless figures for|the mid-March figures are in." tion claims were up 14,700 over
the weeks following the period|The Democratic leaders of|{h¢ previous week. On the week
covered in the report show a|House and Senate agreed to ending March 29, 421.900 people
serious acceleration. squelch emergency proposals|med new jobless daims sends
Nevertheless, the administra-|till then. Before March was ing the figure up still another
tion persists 1n the attitude thal [over the AFL-CIO, whose eco-| 17.500. The rate of increase has
emergency anti-recession meas- | nomic  anti-recession proposals apparently continued into the
ures are not yet neceded. And|have been ignored by both week cnding April 5 to even
the leaders of the Democratic-| party leaderships, called for the| n.w records. In the Detroit
controlled Congress., who are in|early release of the figures in| ..., joblessness on April 1 had
a deal with Eisenhower to stall| the hope that they might gal-| .nached 265,000 or 17.4% of
emergency legislation, went off | vanize Congress into action. But| o labor force, One in six
on their business-as-usual ten-|they were kept a government| .. kers there was unemployed
day Easter vacation (with pay).|secret till yesterday. For the whole state of Michigan
DOWNWARD REBOUND The long-awaited, much-jug-|the figure was 15.5%. Sharp in-
Eisenhower pretended to see|gled, mid-March figures show |treases are reported from the
a silver lining in the fact that|that the seasonal upturn fizzled | other industrial centers.
unemployment on March 15 had | Construction jobs increased by But what must be remember-
risen only 25,000 above Feb, 15 | only 139,000 or 250,000 less than|ed about the spiraling unem-
This, he said, showed a "level-|a year ago. Transportation jobs|ployment compensation figures
ling off of unemployment . . . afare 200,000 less than in 1957.|is that about 35% of the un-
slowing up of the decline.” The|But the key figure — non-farm|employed aren't covered by the
whole strategy of the adminis-| employment officially adjusted [ compensation system at all.
tration’s optimistic predictions' for seasonal changes — was (Conlimm/ on Page 4)

Eisenhower’s “levelling off of

the unemployment compensa-

| leges in the New England and

'| onstration was indicated by the

| The major New York dailies

‘| home office to cover the dem-
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Prominent Scientists
Sue in the Courts to
Outlaw Explosions

By Harry Ring

APRIL 9 — The movement in the United States to
prevent further nuclear tests was given fresh impetus as
700 Walkers for Peace converged on the UN headquarters
in New York last Friday fo#

tition for “an immediate end

?oenuclear weapons tests.” Their ]Ieads PrOtOSt
arrival at the UN coincided
with the opening of a huge
British anti-bomb march. At
the same time it was announced
that prominent test opponents
had filed a Federal suit to pre-
vent further test explosions.,

Of the 700 marchers in New
York, who covered a five-block
span as they proceeded through
Times Square, over 100 had
walked from Philadelphia, 90
miles away, and from New Ha-
ven, 75 miles away.

IMPRESSIVE SIGHT

The Philadelphia and New
Haven marchers provided an
impressive sight 2s they filed
into the lounge of the Carncgi¢
Endowment Center where a
press conference was held.
Many in the group showed
signs of fatigue and several
were limping, but all were in
high spirits. Youngest of the
marchers was a 10-year-old boy
who walked the full distance

A. J. MUSTE

; < Resisters League and lhe Wom-
from Philadelphia. The oldest en's International League fof

was a spry looking woman of Peace and Freedom. Spokesman
71 who also walked from Phil- at the press conference was
adelphia. A large number off o 7 npyste, chairman emeritus

the demonstrators were stu- of the Fellowship of Reconcilia-
dents from 20 of the major col- tian

Middle Atlantic area. Declaring that the Soviet de-
cision to  halt nuclear tests
meant that the various groups
in this country fighting for a
test ban would now step up
their activities, Muste outlined
plans for futurc demonstrations
on the issue.

Elaborating his view of the
Soviet action, Muste said: “The
the British action. Soviet Union has takep this

An interview with: marchers step. 'Regardless. of mo!'xve. or
was held at the UN by the U.S. interpretation of e .‘h“
s does not alter the responsibility
of the U.S. to halt the tests.
This is particularly true of the
Pacific tests which are held in
international waters in violation
of freedom of the seas, and es-
pecially because the danger
falls on people who have noth-
ing to say about it.”
ORGANIZATIONS It is the duly of the U.S. gov-

The cooperating orvganizations| ernment, Muste continued “to
for the Peace Walk included|react positively” to the Soviet
the American Friends Service | action.

Committee., Fellowship of R- ’ In England, an olTC(m'c ncw
conciliation, Peacemakers, War (( uu/nmu/ on Page

The significance of the dem-
extensive publicity it received.

attended the press conference
and the story of the march was
deemed sufficiently newsworthy
to make the front page of the
Times along with an account of

Paris Radio. The correspondent
for Paris Radio said he had re-
ceived a cablegram from his

onstration and explaincd “In
Paris, young people march all
the time, but when they do it
in America it's real news."

Dobbs Tells of Interviews with

By Farrell Dobbs

LONDON, March 31 — If
democratically-elected com-
mittees of American trade
unionists could visit with Bri-
tish workers as I am doing,
they would learn many truths
now concealed from them by
false capitalist propaganda.

A walk on the Liverpool
waterfront, down Fort Strect,
toward the United States Lines
docks, would reveal to them
what British workers actually
think of the bi-partisan foreign
policy of the capitalist govern-
ment in Washington. Painted in
letters two feet high along a
birick wall they would see the
slogan, “Black all U.S. rocket
hases.” As the dockers would
explain, 1o “black™ means to
declare a work sile scab tor-
ritory in the eyes of frade
unionists.

It would he cqually insfruc-
tive for them to get the full
views of the workers who eox-
press opinions such as these:

A sheetmetal worker: “*Ameri-
can aircralt should be banned

from carrying the H-bomb over

the country.”

A factory worker: “Union
action is needed 1o campaign
sgainst being governed by
America.”

An cleetrical worker: “If the [Party unit: “The sooner we |ists, they would be cagerly
union officials will not black | break the shackles of American | welecomed, Wide  interest s
work on the nuclear weapons |capitalism the befter off we |shown in the problems. policies
and rocke! bases it is up to the [shall be.” and actions of the American
members to take matters into| When American workers come | unions. parvticularly on the is-
their own hands and use strike | hore in military  uniform their |sue of uncmployment.
action to enforce their de-| presence is much resented. But | Although joblessness does not
mands."” it they were to come for a|vet run as high as in the

A sccretary of a local Labor | fraternal visit as trade union- | United States, pockets of un-

Farrell Dobbs in Europe;
Corresponding for Militant

With this report from London, we begin publi-
cation of a series of dispatches by Farrell Dobbs
who is now touring Europe as a correspondent for
the Militant. Dobbs is the National Secretary of the
Socialist Workers Party and was ils Presidential
candidate in 1956.

He is making the European tour to obtain a
firsthand picture of the European labor and po-
litical movement and will report them through our
pages. A former leader of the Minneapolis Team-
sters Union, Dobbs is highly conversant with trade
union problems and plans on making a careful
study of the European union movement, the mood
and political thinking of the workers, as well as
important socialist regroupment developments now
FARRELL DOBBS taking place in Europe.

British Workers

cemplovment are spreading|brothers, They have much to
throughout British industry. It | discuss, How to meet the anti-
is well understood that cco- | union attacks of the employers.
nomic erisis in America  will | What steps to take loward a
cause scrious repercussions | housecleaning m  the official
here. The workers ave waltch- lunien  leaderslup.  How  to
ing 1o see how the U.S. unions | strengthen the workers by coms
will meet the problem, hoping | bining union action with inde-
for effective action which will | pendent labor political action
give them ammunition to de- | in apposition fo the capitalist
fend their own livelihood polifical parties,

Admiration for the {ighting They would  also  welcome
qualities of the American work- [ union support within the United
ers runs high, as shown by a|States in the NHght to prevent
miner who remarked., "“When | Washington from  converting
the Yanks have a strike they | (his exposed island mnto an
bloody well go at it.” Looking|Amcrican nuclear-weapons
fromv afar many ecven get the | base. Stronglv socialist-minded
mistaken notion that American | themselves, they want no part
union officials are a cut above [of & war 1o save capitalism.

their British counterparts. They wan! to live al  peace
But  the most  experienced [ With the yest of the world,

vank and file unioniste know In fizhting to defend  their

better instinetively. Their inter- | elass inteests the Brinish work-

est 1& not in David J. MeDon- |ors tend 1o altach prime im-
ald. They want to know ahout | portinee 1o fraternal solidarity
the leaders of the dues-protest|with thenr fellow trade union-
movement 1n the steel union. It [ists in the United States. They
i1s not Walter Reuther who cap- | sense wheve the real power lies
tures thetr attention but them Amernica. Thenr feeling was
real fighters who lead the wild- | well expressed by one worker
cal strikes against the speed- |leader, a baltle-scarred veleran
up in the auto plants. of many labor struggles, who

Rebel leaders of the samce |said. “One bloody growl from
stamp in the British union |the American workers and
ranks wonld welcome  direet | thinas will shake across the
talke  with  thear  American | world.”




Page Two

THE

MILITANT

Monday, April 14, 1958

The Menace
0f Strontium-90

(The following are excerpts from a letter to the April
8 New York Times from W. Selove, former chairman of
the Radiation Hazards Committee of the Federation ol

American  Scientists and
member of the panel convened
in 1957 by the AEC to estimate
future strontium-90 levels in
bones.)

“The publication on April 4
of a report giving the accumu-
lated fullout to the end of 1957
points up again the {fact that
the Atomic Energy Commission
has consistently t=ken a highly
gptimistic attitude toward fall-
out effects.

“According to the concensus

f a panel convened by the

EC in July, 1957, to make the
best possible prediction of fu-
ture strontium-90 levels  in
bone, the accumulated fallout
gue to those tests conducted

efore 1957 would give rise to
average strontium-90 levels in
young persons in the northeast-
ern United States over the next
20 years or so of 15 to 10
'strontium units. . , '

“The AEC has now reported
a 50 percent increase in stron-
tium-90 levels during 1957 . . .
One may reasonably estimate
that the corresponding expected
average bone levels in north-
eastern United States from all
tests to the present will now lie
in the range of perhaps three
to 20 strontium units.

NO SAFE LEVEL

“In estimating the effects of
such levels it 1s not correct to
believe that there is a ‘safe'
level. There is good reason to
believe that even small doses
of strontium-90 can cause leu-
kemia or bone cuncer in pro-
portion to the dose . ..

"It is not difficult to sce the
genuine cavse for alarm for
groups of people as large as the
entire Japanese nation, whose
rice crop in 1956 was contami-

4
v

nated by large Russian test ex-
plosions 1o the point where the
rice contained 30 times as high
a strontium-90 concentration as
milk in the northeastern United
States . ., . The rice was eaten
by the Japanese during the en-
tire subsequent year,

“Similarly, if a harvest of
hay is gathered shortly after a
period of unusually heavy fall-
out, it mzay happen that the
milk obtained from cows eat-
ing that hay over a long subse-
quent period will show an un-
usvally high strontium-90 con-
centration , .

“What about the future?
‘Dirty’ weapons are the cheap-
est large weapons, and the most
likely to be used. Large ‘dirty’
weapons will be tested by each
new nation entering the weap-
ons race. If the world-wide
weapons race is not stopped we
can expecl to see each addi-
tional testing nation adding
large amounts of contaminating
fission products to the soil and
food of other nations uround
the world, including our own.

"Is our Government never-
theless going 1o persist in its
reluctance to make an agree-
ment to stop tests, on the
ground that it wants to develop
‘clean’ bombs, in ‘fairness to its
responsibilities to the American
people and perhaps to human-
ity'?"

THAT'S DIFFERENT

The Little Rock high school
student who was not expelled
for hitting Minnijean Brown
with a pockethook and calling
her a ‘nigger bitch," was ex-
‘pelled for  hitting a white
school teacher.

... RadioactivityinN.Y.

(Continued from Page 1)

Yhe March 27 statement by that
Prdent supporter of testing,
EC-member Libby that the
extent of radioactive fallout
hazard from nuclear weapons
esting is “not known exactly
ind probably will not be well
understood for many years.”

All concede the danger to
human genetics. Considerable

“Tf, for instance, incidence in
leukemia would rise by a small
fraction, say .1 per cent, this
may seem insignificant indeed.
But .1 per cent may mean, in
fime, 1,500 cases. Fifteen hun-
dred dead children, laid out in
a row, would look different
from the number .1 per cent,
and I suspect that if the chil-
dren of those who think the
number .1 percent insignificant

debate exists, however, on how
much strontium-90 can be ac-
cumulated in the bones of chil-
dren before cancer of the bones
or blood (leukemia) is produc-
éd. Dr. Libby claimed that the
total dose of radiation added
‘from fall-out to freshly formed
‘human bone is estimated at the
most at 5% of the amount add-
ed by natural radiation. Bui
Libb_v also pointed out, “Of
course, this does not mean that
#ny of the effects from radio-
active fallout are in any way
negligible and it does not mean
that certain numbers of peoble
awill not be injured by radio-
active fallout radiations. even
thoueh these numbers be very
small relative to the total pop-
wulation of the world."

Albert Szent-Gyorgyi, 1937
Nobel Prize winner in physiol-
ogy and medicine and now Di-
rector of the Institute for
Muscle Research, wrote to the
N.Y. Times, April 6, giving the
proper reply to Libby and
others who would gamble with
human life. He protested against
the way statistics are bandied
about. He said:

would be among the 1,500, they

would arrive at a different
evaluation,”
Albert Szent- Gyorgyi ex-

pressed the hope that humanity
could find a "way to peace
which does not lead over the
dead bodies of children.” The
Soviet Union has pressed for a
ban on nuclear tests. Were all
nuclear powers to accept this
proposal, the road to peace
would not lead over the dead
bodies of children.

CAN'T EVEN JUNK IT

U.S. authorities are faced
with the problem of what to
do with fantastic guantities of
obsolete military aid equipment
including tanks, trucks and
vlanes piled up in its European
depots. Suddenly dumping it
on the junk market, the auth-
orities say, “would jolt the
world scrap markets,"” However,
storage space has become a
grave problem. Among the ob-
solete equipment are turbojet
fighter planes, less than three
years old, which cost $100,000,-
000. They have “relatively little
value as scrap.”

- L3 .
Chicago Dinner-Meeting
Presents a Discussion on
“Perspectives for Socialist Unity”

Speakers:
HOWARD PACKER, Socialist writer and educator
JACK HIRSCH, Socialist youth leader

Saturday, April 26 — 777 W. Adams St.

International Smorgasbord Dinner — 7 P.M. — 82
(In the spirit of May Day)
Meeting only — 8 P.M. — S§1

I The "Recession”
| Deepens

Mounting layoffs and slimmer pay checks mark
a transition in the economy. Is it a “breather” or
the ominous prelude to a far worse decline? Arne
Swabeck. author of the article “The "Recession’
Deepens,” in the spring issue of International So-
cialist Review analyzes trends in the main sectors
of the economy and the growing disproportions that
push it toward a major crisis.

Send 35¢ for a copy

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3. N.Y.

By C. R. Hubbard

It isn’t easy for the layman
to follow or understand fully
the argument! that is raging be-
tween thousends of American
scientists and the Atomic En-
ergy Commission. But for those
who tuke the trouble to read
the arguments for and against
U.S. plans to continue nuclear
tests, a dark picture begins to
move into focus. One discovers
secrecy in government aimed,
not to conceal anything from
another nation, but to conceal
miormation from the American
people. One discovers decisions
made under protection of this
secrecy that may result in tra-
gic death to many people.

TV DEBATE

Those who saw the March 30
television broadcast over CBS
on the question of nuclear tests
were dramatically introduced to
this life-and-death debate. The
AEC's Dr. Willard F. Libby
tangled with some of the lezd-
ing opponents of the tests, in-
cluding Dr. Linus Pauling, No-
bel Prize chemist at California
Institute of Technology.

Libby insisted that the con-
tinuation of nuclear weapons
tests was "a risk that we can
and should tolerate.”

Dr. J. Laurence Kulp, asso-
ciate professor of geo-chemistry
at Columbia University, gave
information on some of the
damage already done by past
A-bomb explosions. He said that
children in the United States
have an average of 0.9 unit
radioactive strontium-90 in their
bones a8t present. Adulis have
less, only .08. In South America
adults have only half that
much, .04,

Dr. Pauling pointed out that
fall-out from nuclear tests thus
far might “mean that about one
million persons die of leukemia
and other diseases than would
have otherwise.” Their life span

Islands area and there, at the
the fests,

would be shortened by ten to
15 years. He said that this was
the meaning of the statement
by Dr. Edward Teller, nuclear-
test proponent, that the nuclear
hazard shortened life by an
“average" of only two days for
the entire world's population.
SCIENTISTS’ LETTERS

For a number of weeks there
has been a steady flow of let-
ters from scientists to the New
York Times. It would appezr
to be an organized effort of con-
scientious people to inform the
public of the danger involved
(in the tests. In one of these
|lellers, W. Seclove, formerly a'

Ileading for Danger Zone

This small ketch, the Golden Rule, manned by four
pacifists, sailed from San Pedro on March 25 %o reach the
danger zone of the Pacific where the U.S. has scheduled
its Spring bomb tests. Last month the vessel was forced
back by storms. The crew hopes to reach the Marshall

The Scientists vs.

o report the facts uccurately.
They charged that AEC issued
“incomplete end misleading” in-
formation on radioactive fall-
out and made facts public “only
under the pressure of outside
scrutiny by nongovernmental
experts.”

The Commitlee for a Sane
Nuclear Policy, an organization
of prominent hberals, issued,
March 7, a special study of
“AEC bias in favor of optimis-
tic interpretations of the fall-
out hazard.' This study showed
that the AEC was studying the
consumption of strontium-90 as
early as 1948. Yet up to 1955
the AEC reports made no men-
tion of specific facts that render
strontium-90 fall-out dangerous.
DEFECTIVE CHILDREN

After assuring the public that
fall-out could not cause “a de-
tectuble increase in mutations,”
the AEC finally admitted that
the "ultimate world-wide in-
crease of defective children
(from tests already conducted)
is 2,500-13,000 per year.” This
ominous news to future moth-
ers was given out only after
widespread investigation on the
genetic effect of radioactive
fall-out had developed — out-
side of AEC control,

If members of the AEC were
to sneak around at night and
poison a few hundred, or a few
thousand babies, people would
get mighty indignant, But their
crime is not that direct. They
simply order tests that produce
fall-out, strontium-90 comes
down in the rain, is absorbed
by vegetation, eaten by cows
that give off milk containing
the poison. It is then consumed
by children who accumulate it
in their bones, It can’t be called
murder because the AEC says
it is a risk we musi folerate.
Most of the people of the
world would probably disagree.
But the majority do not make
the decisions — as yet.

risk of their lives, challenge

member of the panel set up in
1957 by the AEC to estimate
future strontium-90 levels in
bone, pointed out that it may
be many vears before precise
knowledge is obtained on the
dangers involved. He said, “If
the answers should all turn out
to liec at the worse end of the
present range of uncertainty,
then from tests so far we can
expect an increase of perhaps
five per cent in the present rate
of leukemia and bone cancer
in the northeast United States."

On March 20 a 2,000-member
group of scientists charged that
the AEC could not be trusted

(Continued from Page 1)

blow was deall the cold war
with the 50-mile anti-bomb
march from London to Grest

Britain's Atomic Weapons Re-
search Establishment at Alder-
maston. According to a N, Y,
Times report 5,000 people mass
ed in Trafalgar Square last
Saturday to open the demon-
stration for a unilateral halt to
nuclear tests.

Speakers at the rally includ-
ed Michael Foot, editor of the
left-wing Labor Party paper,

Eisenhower’s Gauge
Of Peace Intentions

Ry Daniel Roberis

In a recent letter to former Sovict Premier Bulganin,
President Eisenhower cited as evidence of the peaceful
intentions of the U.S. government its failure to attack

the Soviet Union “when we had the hydrogen bombs and

fore the U.S.

intercontinental ballistic

the Soviet Union had none.”

Now that's a good argument. The only question is
whether it applies to the U.S. or to the Soviet government.

For Soviet Academician Igor V. Kurchatov denied in
a speech two weeks ago that there ever was a time when
the U.S. had hydrogen bombs and the Soviet Union had
none. Indeed the reverse was true said Kurchatov. The
Soviet Union had a deliverable H-bomb half a year be-

missile and
Sputnik. In 1953 as now, top U.S. officials denounced
these proposals as “progaganda.” ,

There was a time, however, when the U.S. govern-

He stated that the first U.S. thermonuclear (hydrogen)
explosion was of a device so large and heavy that it
could not be delivered and thus was not a weapon. The
Soviet bomb tested in 1953, he said, was based on a com-
pletely different principle, and Kurchatov implied that it
was small enough to have been a weapon.

Kurchatov's statement may sound like a throw-back
to the type of boast prevalent in Stalin's latter years when
Soviet spokesmen claimed that the Russians had always
invented everything first—f{rom Marconi’s wireless radio
to American baseball. But Harry Schwartz, New York
Times expert confirms Kurchatov’s account.

“The fact that the 1952 United Stales thermonuclear
device was not deliverable has long been known," said
Schwartz in the April 5 Times. “It has also been reported
unofficially by responsible United States officials—though
never officially or publicly—that the Soviet 1953 hydro-
gen explosion used a completely different principle from
that employed in the United States explosion in 1952 . . .
It is known that the analysis of the radioactive effects of
the 1953 Sowiet hydrogen explosion gave American of-
ficials a severe shock at that time and spurred research
aimed at duplicating Soviet technique.”

So the shoe, it appears, is on the other foot. The So-
viet Union had a hydrogen weapon first and did not
attack the United States. In fact, at the time it stepped
up its proposals for peaceful settlement of the cold war
just as it did recently after

announcing that it had the
after launching

Tribune; the American pacifist, than 1,000 additional supporters.
Bayard Rustin and others. Six| The militant spirit and high
left-wing Labor members of | morale of the marchers 1s in-
Parliament, members of the dicated in the hostile account
Victory for Socialism grouplof Drew Middleton, the ardent-
recently  formed within  the|ly pro-State Department corres-
party, were &lso reported aslpondent for the N.Y. Times.

participants in the dcmunslru—|chorling that the marchers
tion. had been urged not to react
The Times reported that 1,250 1¢ possible provocations en

people started out on the 50-|route, Middleton added: " This
mile trek fo Aldermastion and| may be easier to say than do.
more than 650 of these went The marchers included a con-

the entire distance, They were
joined for the last lap by morel

siderable percentage of Commu-

... Walkers Ask Halt to Nuclear Testing

travelers and radicals from the
Labor party.

“They were confident and
cocky and often convulsed by
the witlicisms they threw at
policemen along the way."

"The march,” he continued,
“is the most dramatic expres-
sion to date of the feeling
against nuclear tesls thal per-
vades the British Left." Accord-
ing to more objective reports,
the anti-bomb sentiment per-
vades the bulk of the British

ment had clear nuclear-weapon superiority. That was
from 1945 until 1951, when the Soviet Union presumably
caught up in the stockpiling of atom hombs after success-
fully testing one in 1949. And what did the U.S. govern-
ment do with its nuclear superiority? It dropped two
A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki as a horrible warn-
ing of its superiority. It launched the cold war and
intervened with armed forces in the Korean civil war. It
kept rattling the bomb by means of constant test explo-
sions. High-placed U.S. politicians and brass kept up a
furious agitation for “preventive war" against the Soviet
Union while “we are ahead” in the nuclear-weapon race.
If all that doesn’t testify to bellicose intentions, what does?

nists, British Trotskyites, fellow working class in that country.

Shall A-Bomh's
Mushroom Be
Easter Symbo!?

CHICAGO, April 5 On
this day before Easter some
150 to 200 people demonstra-
ted in Chicago against the
H-Bomb tests. They conducted
a ‘“poster walk” and leaflet
distribution among Easter shop-
pers in the downtown ‘loop”
area and at the busy Milwau-
kee-Cicero intersection on Chi-
cago's northwest side. The ac-
tion was called by the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee.

The front page of the thou-
sands of leaflets distributed
carried an illustration of an
atomic explosion. Under it the
question: ‘“Must this be your
new symbol of Easter and
Passover?”

There were a score or more
slogans on the marchers' signs.
These included: “End Eniwetok
Tests,” “Compete with Russia
for Peace,” “Scientists agree
Every H-Bomb Test Kills"
“Against Dirty Wars and
‘Clean’ Bombs,” “A 1-Megaton
Bomb Blast Equals 1000 Bone
Cancers,” “The H-Bomb our
Greatest Security Risk,"” “U.S.-
USSR, 18 Minutes by Missile,”
“Disarmament The Only Race
Everyone Wins," “No Place To
Run No Place To Hide,” “Were
Men Created Equal to Be Cre-
mated Equal?”

All shoppers paused to read
the signs. Many went up to the
marchers and congratulated
them. “Good, its about time
some one protested against
those bombs," was the tvpe of
reaction the pickets drew.

Stationed along the line of
march were the nattily dressed
members of Chicago's “red”
squad. Their eyes searched the
faces of the pickets liying to
make identification.

Here was a quiet, disciplined
“walk-for-peace,” yet the gov-
ernment found it necessary to
assign its political police to
keep the pickets under surveil-
lance. To a capitalist goverm-
ment to be for peace is to be
subversive,

STINGY CONGRESS
Within the shadow of the
Capitol dome there are women
workers in Washington hotels
employed at $18.80 for a 40-
hour week.

| SUIT AGAINST TESTS
: Meanwhile, a reactionary at-
F tack has been levelled here
against Nobel prize-winning sci-
2 . entist Linus Pauling, Socialist
Bu(;fxgo 35;71.:3 Pet;;nt Part‘y leader Norman Thomas,
South 115.00 59 British  philosopher Bertrand
Newm'k- ------- 108.00 a1 Russell angi o_thers who on ‘April
Batvar T 16.00 40 4 ﬁled'sun in Federal stt_rif:(
Twin Cities 683.50 39 Court in Washington to enjoin
Detroit 315.50 38 the AEC from conducting any
Los Angéiég """" 1645'50 36 further nuclear tests. Dr., Paul-
New York 1701'45 34 ing announced that the group
Youngstown' 100'00 33 would try to file similar suits in
Chicago 545'00 32 Great Britain and the USSR.
Clevelan d """"""""""""" 239‘10 39 Their attorneys are A. L. Wirin
Milwaukee 83'00 28 of Los Angeles and Francis

St. LOUiS ... 20,00 25 Hetilee b/ Cormer Tl
Oakland 60.00 23 In a vicious, red-baiting state-
Seattle b 125.00 23 ment on the suit yesterday, Rep.
Philadelphia 84.50 16 Walter (D.-Pa.), chairman of
Allentown 15.00 13 the House Un-American Activi-
Boston ... 45.00 8 ties Committee, branded Nor-
Pittsburgh —_ — man Thomas as ‘“serving as a
San Francisco .. s - screen of respectability while
General i 177 28.88 16 the black hand of the Commu-
nists remains clearly visible.”
Totals through The court action will serve
April 8 .. $20,000 $6,818.36 34 to focus further popular at-
tention on the issue, Mr, Wal-

(Continued from Page 1)

uremployment and reduced in-
come of our members had us
worried at the beginning of
the drive. How could we hope
to succeed in this ambitious
drive to expand the financial
resources of the movement at
a time when our most devoted
supporters were being hit by
layoffs? The new opportunities
for socialist growth around a
campaign for United Socialist
Tickets in 1958 certainly showed
the need for the $20.000 spring
fund which will be followed by
a similar drive later this year.
But would this need be met
under the new and difficult
conditions?

The answer has been given
by two important facts in the
drive thus far: (1) the branches
of the SWP most afflicted by
layoffs are in the very fore-
front of the drive and have
even taken the lead in prompt
payment and determination to
get the fund in IN FULL AND
ON TIME. (2) We are getting
real help from new friends and
sympathizers of the party who
agree with the main objective

of the drive — to get the so-
clalist message before larger
working class audiences in

1958 and to unite socialists 1n
common effort to present an

ter's scurrilous howls notwith-
standing,

...Aid Socialist Fund

alternative to capitalist war
and depression in the elections
this year.

WE SHOW GOOD SENSE

One friend came into our
office two weeks ago and con-
tributed $25 expressing the
feeling that “socialists are at
last showing the good sense to
work together where they can
agree." Another friend asked
that his $50 contribution be
credited to the Detroit quota as
his tribute to their splendid job
of collecting 31,000 signatures
to put the SWP on the ballot
in Michigan. From Fresno, Cal-
ifornia, a Militant subscriber
sent a renewal for his sub and
asked that the balance of his
five-dollar bill go to the Exs
pansion Fund. From Belling-
ham, Washington, a friend
writes, ““Please continue your
progressive, splendid paper to
me. Enclosed is a ten dollar
bill to help out in your drive
for funds.”

SWP branches are planning
numerous social affairs and
meetings throuvghout the coun-
try to help raise money for the
Fund. One of the best ways to
assist our drive is to support

CRISIS IN TURKEY

Economic crisis in Turkey
has reached such dimensions
that people have to stand in
line for as long as three or four
hours before butcher shops for
a meat ration while the black
market is booming. Even resi-
dent Americans, not in govern-
ment employ and thus unable
to buy at the U.S. Air Force
commissaries, are having great
difficulty in getting food, par-
ticularly milk, for their chil-
dren,

Crisis results in large part
from the extreme corruption
and black marketing of Tur-
kish officials who have used
U.S. funds and supplies for per-
sonal enrichment.

Last year Turkey, in return
for selling its foreign policy to
the State Department, received
$80 million from the U.S, the
year before $135 million. It is
now asking for a loan of $300
million but U.S. officials are
delaying and asking that it be
given at least some assurances
about where the money will
go.

SUBSTANDARD

The most recent government
survey (1956) showed that 13

these funalgans. Watch the Cal-| million U.S. families were liv-
endar of Events in the Militant.| ing in what the U.S. Bureau

Come down znd get acquainted
with other Militant readers,

of Census defined as substand-

lard houses.

&®

secret from this country?

ness politicians. One month

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland Militant Forum
presents a talk and film on
The Sobell Case Saturday, April
19, 8:30 P.M. This first public
meeting on the case to be held
in Cleveland in several years
will be in the Johnson Room,
YMCA, 2200 Prospect Ave. Ad-

Can Blow Up World Now

To this day, the U.S. continues to threaten war and
atomic annihilation. “We already have more than enough
bombs to blow up the world,” wrote William V. Shannon
in the April 6 New York Post. Yet, the U.S. government
insists on further nuclear tests. Dismiss as mendacious
the argument that these are needed to develop a “clean”
bomb. The real reason for the tests is to keep the threat
of thermonuclear attack dangling over the Soviet Union
—and the Afro-Asian people struggling for national in-
dependence, too—even though Washington knows that
no one can win a nuclear war.

w

Postscript: Now that Schwartz has revealed what
responsible United States officials reported confidentially
about the Soviet thermonuclear explosion, what happens
to the claim that Soviet nuclear-weapon development was
made possible only because spies and traitors stole the

Ethel and Julius Rosenberg died in the electric chair
in July 1953 for “espionage conspiracy” in the midst of
a spy hysteria deliberately whipped up by all Big Busi-

later—"though not officially

or publicly,” as Schwartz says — U.S. officials conceded
that the Soviet government had used a completely differ-
ent nuclear-explosion principle than the U.S. and that
the Soviet principle had proved superior.

Auspices: Militant Labor For-
um. Contribution 50 cents; un-
employed free.
L]
1.OS ANGELES

Smorgasbord. Sat., April 19,
at 7 P.M. Forum Hall, 1702 E.
4th St. Donation: $1.75. Ausp.:
International Socialist Review.

mission: Employed, 90 cents; °
unemployed, free. SEATTLE
2 Second open forum of the So-
NEW YORK cialist Workers Party spring
Saturday, April 26. Myra|series: “"American Youth under
Tanner Weiss, 1956 Vice-Pres-|the Cloud of Atomic War,” Ann
idential candidate of the So-|Dorsey speaker. 655 Main St

cialist Workers Party, will talk
on “The Cuban Struggle for
Freedom." 116 University Place

Book-a-Month

EL CAMPESINO:
LIFE AND DEATH
IN SOVIET RUSSIA
By Valentin Gonzalez
And Julian Gorkin

218 pages
Original Price $3.50
Book-a-Month Price $1
(plus 15 cents postage)
PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

Apnil 19, 8:15 P.M.

Philadelphia
Dr. Otto Nathan

Noted Economist; Executor
of the Albert Einstein Estate

Speaks on

“"WAR AND PEACE
IN THE ATOMIC AGE”

Fri., April 25 — 8:15 P.M.
1303 W. Girard Ave.

Contribution $1
Students & Unemployed 50¢

Ausp.: Militant Labor Forum
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1. The People Intervene

Recently, Joseph C. Harsch, foreign
affairs expert for the Christian Science
Monitor, devoted a rather bitter column
to the fact that so many people have been
swept up by the “anti-bomb” movement.
“For some curious reason,” Harsch com-
plained, “popular imagination has fixed
on this weapon [the H-bomb] as being
the common enemy of mankind, and
overlooked others quite as bad, in some
cases worse."”

The immediate reason why the H-
bomb rather than, say, germ warfare has
gripped the “popular imagination” is
readily apparent. Germ warfare may per-
haps be even more devastating than nu-
clear explosions. But humanity is not
being subjected to the effects of whole-
sale germ tests and it is being exposed
to the radioactive fallout from the nearly
200 thermonuclear weapons that have al-
ready been exploded.

But the militant anti-bomb move-
ment that is developing across the globe
has a significance that goes even beyond
mass recognition of the dangerous affects
of the tests. For millions of people, the
H-bomb has become the dread symbol of
war itself and opposition to the bomb is
increasingly becoming a conscious expres-
sion of opposition to war. The test issue
has become a focal point for mass anti-
war sentiment primarily because wide
layers of the world's population sense
that it is a concrete issue on which mass
pressure can make itself felt and where
a significant victory can be won.

Thus, in England, for example, the
demand for a test halt is swiftly devel-
oping as a political struggle for a banning

of the bomb, removal of U.S. missile bases
and an end to the cold war. This move-
ment may well topple the pro-war Tory
government.

The social and political implications
of this world-wide development is enor-
mous. In “normal” times, such issues as
the stockpiling and testing of weapons of
war—as well as the issue of war and
peace itself—are generally assumed to be
the exclusive property of governments,
not problems for the people themselves
to decide. So when great numbers of
people begin to act in the form of mass
meetings, demonstrations and marches in
a determined effort to decide such issues
for themselves, capitalism and its gov-
ernments have serious cause for worry.

Massive popular intervention is the
only thing that can halt the warmakers.
Today that process of intervention is be-
ginning to be realized in the dynamic,
international anti-bomb movement. As it
continues to grow it will necessarily as-
sume an ever-deeper anti-capitalist con-
tent. This is already indicated by the
British movement which was originally
sparked by scientists and other intellec-
tuals. Now labor itself. most particularly
its socialist wing, is beginning to assume
leadership of the movement.

It is worth recalling that the greatest
social transformation in modern history—
the Russian Revolution of 1917 — began
with the militant intervention of the
workers and peasants to bring an end to
war. Present mass anti-war activity, if it
continues to grow, offers every hope of
finally culminating in similar social trans-
formations.

2. Washington Put on Spot

Since the Soviet announcement of a
unilateral test ban, the editorial columns
of the U.S. daily press have been filled
with anguished cries about the propa-
ganda defeat that this action inflicted on
Washington. But the real reason for the
despair and anger is delicately avoided.

The Soviet announcement coincided
with a peak of popular agitation for a
halt to the tests. The fact that the USSR
was the first to yield to this world de-
mand obviously increases its prestige.
But far more decisive, the Soviet action
puts the U.S. squarely on the spot. The
world-wide anti-bomb movement is now
focused on a single target — Washington.
This is the really big reason for the
gloom that hangs over the capital.

The scope of the problem is indicated
by a roundup of world reaction to the
Soviet decision in the April 6 New York
Times. These are some excerpts:

Tokyo: “All strata of Japanese public
life welcomed the Russian decision. The
Japanese have not forgotten the A-bomb-
ings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki . . . If
the United States continues its nuclear
tests unilaterally . . . America's friends
in Japan will have a difficult time de-
fending Washington’s position . . . "

New Delhi: “Ever since the case of
the Japanese ship Lucky Dragon, India
and other Asian countries had a feeling
that the West was too nonchalant about

holding tests in this part of the world
... ‘Halt the tests’ has become something
of a national slogan.”

Bonn: * , , . the Soviet Union is seen
as having moved to break the weary dis-
armament deadlock. If the United States
fail to deal positively with the opportun-
ity, it will pay the price . . . in the re-
duced regard of the atom-fearful people
of West Germany.”

The growing concentration of anti-
war sentiment against the American gov-
ernment is not due to the nuclear-test
issue alone. There is a growing, popular
conviction throughout the world that the
war danger emanates from the U.S. Big-
Business ruling class and its imperialist
aims. Washington's stubborn resistance to
the demand for a test ban has served to
dramatically underscore its reactionary
role.

The deep crisis of U.S. foreign policy
has developed even though an organized
mass opposition has not yet emerged at
home. There is, however, strong anti-war
feeling among the American people, and
in recent months the opposition has be-
gun to crystallize, especially around the
nuclear-test issue.

It is entirely realistic to anticipate
that the powerful opposition abroad to
U.S. policy combined with a growing
movement at home will force some signi-
ficant concessions from Washington for
the cause of world peace,

Q and A on Informer

[When Nello Amedei, presi-
dent of Local 1190, United Steel
Workers of America, Steuben-
ville, Ohio, testified against
Eric Reinthaler in the Cleve-
land T-H "conspiracy” trial, he
came under severe criticism by
the membership. (See story this
page.) Amedei then handpicked
an ‘“investigating” committee
which interviewed W. W,
Greenhalgh, assistant U.S. pro-
secuting attorney in the trial.
The following are excerpts of
the “investigating” committee’s
report to the membership of
their conversation with Green-
halgh. The committee members
ask the questions and Green-
halgh answers.—Ed.]

(1) Q. Is Mr. Nello Amedei
a communist?

A. No. If he was, he would
be on trial now .

(2) Q. Was or is Mr. Amedei
an employce of your Dept. or
FBI?

A, We consider an employee
a person who receives a month-
ly or annual salary. But Mr.
Amedei was reimbursed for his
time and expenses on different
occasions,

(3) Q. Was he ever employed
by the Immigration Dept?

A. We have reason and facts
to believe that it is so. But on
the same basis as the Justice
Department . . .

(5) Q. Has he at any time
committed any act or acts
detrimental to the U.S. Steel-
workers of America?

A. Absolutely No! But he has
been helpful in prosecuting and
is an extremely important wit-
ness, referred to in my letter
to your committee.

(6) Q. Is Mr, Amedei worthy
of being President of a Local
Union?

A. T would be proud to have
him as President of a union I
belong to. I would consider it
an honor to run on his ticket
as Vice President in your Local
Union Election . . .

(8) Q. Is there any question
as to his loyalty as a United
States Citizen?

A. He is one of the best.
There isn't very many that
would throw theirself open to
criticism and persecution like
he has. He should have the re-

spect of his fellow employees
and citizens of the community.

(9) Q. What can we do in
Local 1190 about this bad pub-
licity and press we are getting
when he appears in these
trials?

A. That was the reason I had
a letter typed and signed by
M. Canary, Prosecutor for the
Attorney General Office, think-
ing that it would exonerate
anyone most anywhere of mis-
understanding or doubts when
signed by him. That article
that was in the Steubenville
Herald Star made me mad
when T heard about it and
read it, and I called the Herald
Star the next day and told the
editor, Michael, that was a hell
of a way to head that article
you had in your paper, and
told him that Mr. Amedei was
a witness for the prosecution
and not on trial up here . ..

DIDNT BELIEVE

“That war,"” Marlene Dietrich
said of World War 11, “I be-
lieved! I REALLY believed.
Later, they wanted me to go to
Korea, but I said no, 1 could
not believe.” (L.A. Times,
March 2, 1958.)

Case of the Union Official Who Informed

By William Bundy

The United States Attorney
General's office in Cleveland
has been caught in an embar-
rassing situation in connection
with the recent Taft-Hartley
“conspiracy” trial. A good part
of the membership of Steel
Workers Local 1190 in Steuben-
ville, Ohio, got hopping mad
when they found out that their
local president had acted as a
stoolpigeon in the trial.

The local president, Nello
Amedei, went to Cleveland
early last January to testify
against Eric Reinthaler, an
Ohio trade unionist who had

once helonged to local 1190,
The reaction of the local's
membership against their pres-
ident was so strong that
Amedel called upon the US.
Attorney’s office in Cleveland
for help. On January 21, a let-
ter signed by U.S. Attorney
Sumner Canary, defending

Amedel, was reported in the
Steubenville press.
Amedei also appointed a

four-man committeec from the
local to go to Cleveland and
investigate his role in the trial.
He accompanied the committee
on this trip.

SEE PROSECUTOR

The committee's report to

the membership contained a
letter from Assistant Prosecut-
mg Attorney W. W. Green-
halgh of the Cleveland office.
The letter veads, in part, as
follows:

“ . . . if some of the mem-
bership of local 1190 will not
believe the letter of United
States Attorney Sumner Can-
ary . . . and if they will not
believe vou after talking with

me personally here in Cleve-
land on January 22, 1958, then
there is Iittdle more that My,

Canary and | can do. However,
if this is not satisfactory, per-
haps yvou can put me in touch

with the individuals who stll

industrial cities. (See story on

Lines Are Mounting Now.

page 1.)

Too

Picture above shows unemployed lines in the early 1830‘s. At that time President Herbert
Hoover did nothing to alleviate suffering of the jobless. This time, both Democrats and Re.
publicans are stalling on major relief measures as unemployment continues to mount in

Involves

By Ota Ryu

TOKYO — The present cen-
tral Committee of the Japanese
Communist Party has lost most
of its authority with the party's
rank and file. It could not cope
directly with criticism from the
membership, so it decided to
postpone the seventh congress
which had been scheduled for
the beginning of January.

The sixth congress was held
toward the end of 1947, At
that time, the CP controlled
the strong trade union called
Sanbetsu (equivalent to the
CIO in the US.) with 1.5 mil-
lion members. Its daily paper,
Akahata (Red Flag), had a cir-
culation of about 300,000 copies.
The party's general secretary
Tokuda, who died a few years
ago, was one of the best-known

and most popular political
figures among the working peo-
ple. The Communist Party

leadership enjoyed great auth-
ority among the Communist
workers and among the masses
generally,

But after the sixth congress,
the present Communist Party
leadership showed that it is
capable only of betraying the
confidence placed in them by
thousands of militants who
want to fight against imperial-
ism and capitalist exploitation.
McARTHUR PURGE

In the middle of 1948, the
great capitalist offensive against
the working class began with
General Douglas McArthur's
blessing. Actually, the CP lead-
ership did not want to serious-
ly fight against this offensive.
They placed a brake on the
struggle from 1948 through
1950. During these years,
most all Communist Party
workers were thrown off their
jobs in the McArthur-inspired
purge. The CP leaders took the
position that they should not
make trouble for the United
States occupation of Japan be-
cause this might disturb friend-
ly relations between the U.S.
and the Soviet Union.

In the beginning of 1950,
Moscow ordered the CP to start
fighting against the U.S. Army
rule. The party tops then un-
dertook the most stupidly ad-
venturistic tactic imaginable.
They organized a “revolution-
ary army” and from time to
time attacked isolated police
stations, The CP had lost its
internal democracy completely,
so that this stupid tactic could
continue for a few years.
After the Geneva Conference
and especially since the 20th
Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, the
CP leadership turned toward
the social democracy. Now,
more and more, one can not
see the difference between the
policies of the CP and the re-
formist Socialist Party.

For 12 years,-thé.rank-and-
file Communist Party members
were prevented even in a for-

al-

Conflict in Japanese CP

Basic Issues

General Douglas McArthur,
who became a world symbol
of reactionary American mil-
itarism, utilized his power as
head of the U.S. army of oc-
cupation in Japan in 1948 to
inspire the launching of a
fierce witch-hunt against the
Japanese Communist Party.

formulating the party line. And
during those twelve years they
lost their confidence in the
leadership.

DRAFT PROGRAM

The CP leadership presented
the new draft program toward
the end of last September. In
this document it is stated that
Japan will first have to go
through a people's democratic
revolution before a socialist
one. The transition to socialism,
it says, can be made in a con-
stitutional and peaceful way.

The Tokyo local committee
has expressed strong criticism
of this document—especially of
the projection of the “people’s
democratic revolution” instead
of the struggle for socialism as
the next task before the party.
The Tokyo local committee,
while itself advancing many
opportunist positions. stands to
the left of the top leadership.
This is highly significant be-
cause one third of the CP
members are in Tokyo.

The Kansai local committee,
which stands at the head of the
CP's second largest center fol-
lowed the lead of the Tokyo
local.

Most CP militants are against
the concept of the two-stage
revolution. Some of them have
also expressed themselves
against sowing illusions about
a peaceful transition to social-
ism. They are still strongly in-

ONLY 3 ARE ASIAN

The U.S.-sponsored and sup-
ported Southeast Asia Treaty
Organization (SEATO) is com-
posed of eight nations, only
three of which are Asian. The
others are the U.S., Britain,
France, Australia and New
Zealand. Of the three Asian
members, Pakistan is not even
in Southeast Asia, only Thail-

fluenced by Stalinist policies,
but they cannot bear the pres-
ent bureaucratic regime in the
party. The Tokvo local com-
mittee stated that ot the sev-
onth congress the =iek elements
of the Central Committee
which they charge was» never
elected by the party — should
be removed., and new blood
which ran through the mass
movement should he elected
instead,

It was beecanse of such
threats to its tenure thal the
CP leadership decided to post-
pone the seventh congress.
STUDENTS MOVE LEFT

But a loss of posts is not the
only danger confronting the
CP tops. The strong opposition-
al current threatens to go be-
vond the bounds of adherence
to Stalinism set by the present
dissident leaders. This is al-
ready to be seen in the case of
student CP members, who are
tirelessly searching for the real
Leninism. In the course of that
process they have begun to
rethink the fundamental per-
spectives of Stalinism.

For the first time. young
Communists, not as isolated in-
dividuals but as a group, are
twning to Trotskvism for a
revolutionary - socialist answet
to their questions. Should the
ideas they are beginning to
adopt spread throughout the
CP, the present internal ideo-
logical strugele will mature to
the point where not only the
present leadership will lose
control, but also the position of
various vacillating opposition
elements will be put in ques-
tion.

The leadership has
conclude a compromise
the present oppositionist lead-
ers, so far without success.
This is a very good sign. For
the Japanese Communist Party
to be transformed into a genu-
inely revolutionary-socialist or-
ganization, it is lirst necessary
that the die-hard Stalinists be
removed from leadership
Otherwise, it is inevitable that
the CP will radically decline
and become a tiny sect of no
importance in the Japanese
labor movement.

tried to
with

LABOR COST AND PRICES

Labor cost per unit produced
in U.S. factories went up only
an average of 2% over the past
five years, bul wholesale indus-
trial prices of the units produc-
ed rose 11%. You-know-who
got the difference.

1917 - 1957

A special edition of Peter
Fryer's The Newsletter hon-
oring the 40th Anniversary
of the Russian Revolution.

40 pages 30 cents

Order from:
The Militant
118 University Place

mal sense from participating in

and and the Philippines are,

New York 3, N. Y.

place no confidence in Mr.
Amedei, United States Attorney
Canary, the Investigating Com-
mitttee and myself.”

This thinly veiled threat—an
invitation to the investigating
committee to turn the names
of Amedei's opponents over to
the FBI—failed to silent those
who were disgusted with the
informer. As this is being writ-
ten, Amedei faces renewed an-
ger of the membership because
of an expense account of almost
$500 he reportedly submitted
for his committee’s one-day,
100-mile trip 1o the Cleveland
Attorney General’s office,

The investigating committee's
report was distributed to the
membership on a leaflet. One
side contained ten questions
posed by the committee to
Greenhalgh, and his answers.
[Sce excerpts, this page.)
Greenhalgh's letter was repro-
duced on the other side.
CAUGHT IN LIE
A comparison of 1lhe two
sides reveals a glaving contra-
diction in the prosecuting at-
torney’s statements, In his let-
ter. Greenhalgh says that
Amedei "testified that during
September, 1949, Eric Reinthal-
er . approached him with
an offer lo sign a false Non-
Communist affidavit., Mr
Ameder refused 1o do so."

The following exchange, he-
tween the investigating com-
mittee and Greenhalgh, appears
on the other side of the leaflet:
“(ques.) Has he [Amedei] been
a communist since 1944? (ans,)
No."

But if- Amedei had not been
a Communist since 1944, Rein-
thaler could not possibly have

asked him to sign a “false"
non - Commumnist  affidavit  in
1949, When Amede; was re-

portedly asked about this in a

distribution of the leaflet, he
said he couldn't say anything
about it because of “security,”
This produced laughter in the
hall,

The prosecuting attorney’s
letter also revealed the Gov-
ernment’s plans to use the
Cleveland case as a precedent
for widespread prosecutions
throughout the labor moves
ment. “This case,” wrote Greene
halgh, “is the first case of ils
kind ever to be prosecuted by
the Government, Its national
importance as a weapon in the
Government arsenal in the
fight against the infiltration of
Communism into the trade
union movement cannot be
overemphasized.”

Under the precedent involve
ed in this case, the Government
nced only attempt to prove
thal unionists have associated
with signers of allegedly
"false” non-Communist affida-
vits. Almost no active unionist

is immune from prosecutioh
under such “conspiracy”
charges.

UNIONS BACK VICTIMS

The seven defendents in the
Cleveland case who were cons
victed in January—on the tes-
timony of such witnesses &8
Amedei—have announced their
intention to appeal. Concern
ovelr the case is being express-
ed in importani sections of the
union movement, The Mahon-
ing County CIO Council, which
includes the Youngstown steél
area, has recently gone on rec-
ord condemning the Cleveland
T-H ‘“conspiracy” prosecutiong.
This followed action by the
Wayne County (Detroit) CI
Council which contribute
money to the defense of the
victims. Similar action has been
taken by AFL-CIO local uniohs
in Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit

union meeting following the

and Youngsiown.

World

Events ]

A MILLION FRENCH
WORKERS staged a 24-hour
“warning” strike on April 1.
Those giving this effective
warning that wage increases
had better be forthcoming or
else, were workers in govern-
ment-operated public services,
including train, streetcar, bus
transporation, gas and electric.
Most encouraging aspect of the
mipressively effective strike
was that all yival unions in the
field went out—they were the
Communist Party-led CGT, the
Socialist Foree Ouvriere and
the Catholic CFTC. The wage

increases demanded run from
10 1o 25%.
- L J *
IN JAPAN over 150,000
chemical workers, coal miners

and electric workers staged a
24-hour general strike on April
5 for immediate wage increases
and fringe benecefits.
- - -

BARCELONA WORKERS
ended their slow-down and
folded-arms demonstrations on
April 5. Only six major plants,
closed by government lock-out
on March 26, failed to reopen.
These, however. opened thenr
pay windows and gave each
worker a full week's wages.
This concession by the Franco
regime was officially described
as a decision by the plant man-
agements to consider the pre-
vious week as a paid vacation,
Some 40,000 workers were in-
volved in the slow-down strikes
in almost every branch of in-
dustry in Barcelona. The north-
ern province of Asturias re-
mains under a state of martial
law proclaimed to force miners
back to work after a two-week
strike.
. - .

BAHAMAS ISLANDS LA.
BOR leader Ronald Fawkes
has just finished a ten-day vis-
it to the U.S. to enlist the sup-
port of AFL-CIO labor leaders
to the struggle of the Bahamas
Federation of Labor against al-
most medieval economic and
political conditions. The BHF
led an 18-day general strike in
Nassau last January. It began
with a walkout of taxi drivers

unions. The strike rapidly took
on political slogans — for en=
franchisement of the islands’
80,000 Negroes. British colonial
secretary Alan Lennox-Boyd,
soon to confer with Fawkes, is
expected to offer reforms ine
cluding a change in the consti-
tution so that about one-third
of the Negro population will
get the vote. Fawkes says that
if the concessions are not suf-
ficient, “phase two of our strike
will begin.”
- - -
W. GERMAN STEEL STRIKE
by 65,000, to be followed by
119,000 more in two install~
ments a few days apart, was
narrowly averied on April 8 by
Ruhr capitalists, who just a
few hours before the strike
deadline made a compromisg
offer on wages and a shorter
work week which was tenta-
tively accepted by the union.
o - .

CHILEAN STRIKERS at
Chuquicamata, the world's lar-
gest copper mine, have rejected
a 25% wage increase. These
6.300 employes of the Anaconda
Copper Co. point out that the
raging inflation makes this of«
fer completely inadequate.
L . L

YUGOSLAV WORKERS'
complaints against bureaucracy
and abuse of privileges by fac-
tory directors plus demands for
wage increases and better live
ing conditions have brought
about a governmental shake-up.
Trouble - shooter Vukmanovic=
Tempo has been named to head
the Yugoslav Labor Council
The Tito regime was galvaniz-
ed into action by. a miners’
strike at Trbovlje last January.
E . L

PAKISTAN is a land
gloom, deep dissatisfaction
anger, according to N.Y. Tim
correspondent A. M. Rosen
writing from Karachi. This ds
the only sizable nation in Asia
to follow the line laid down ﬁ
the U.S. State Departmer
About 40% of the government's
operating budget is supplied.by
the U.S. Nonetheless: “The dig-
enchantment with affairs at
home grows. But even faster is

and hotel workers who are for-
bidden by law to belong to

the growth of disenchantment
with Pakistan’s Western allies,”

Local Directory

BOSTON
Workers Educational Center, Gains-
borough Bildg., 295 Huntington Ave.

BUFFALO
Militant Forum, 831 Main St.
CHICAGO
Socialist Workera Party, 777 W.
Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND
Socialist Workeras Party 10809 Su.
perior Ave., Room 301, SW 1.1818.
Open Friday nights 7 to 9,
DETROIT

Eugene V. Dcbs Hall, 3737 Wood-
ward.
LOS ANGELES
Forum Hall and Modern Book Shop,
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 or AN 3-
1533. Book Shop open Mon. 7-8 P.M.;
Wed. 8-10 P.M.; Sat. 12.5 P.M.
MILWAUKEE
150 East Juneau Ave.
MINNEAPOLIS
Socialist Workers Party, 322 Hen-

=~

nepin Ave.,, 2nd floor. Open nooam e
68 P.M. daily except Sundays.
NEWARK
Newark Labor Forum, Box 361,
Newark, N.J.
NEW YORK CITY
Militant Labor Forum, 116 Univer-
sity Place, AL 5.7852.,
OAKLAND - BERKELEY
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, Calif,
PHILADELPHIA
Militant Labor Forum and (ﬁ"i-
paign Hdqtrs. Soclialist Workers
Party, 1303 W. Girard Ave.
SAN FRANCISCO
The Militant, 1145 Polk St, Rm. &
Open Wed. 4.8 PM.; Sat. 11 AM. te
3 PM.
SEATTLE
655 Main St., MUtual 7139. Librady,
bookstore. Classes eovery Friday evee
ning at 8 P.M. Open House following
at 10:30 P.M.
ST. LOUIS

For Information phone MO 4-710&



Booming but Risky Business

One of the virtues of capitalism, which
would be irretrievably lost under socialist
regimentation, is that somebody can al-
ways make money out of another’s misery.
An unemployed worker, who has just lost
his home or had his auto repossessed,
should not wallow in narrow self-pity but
rather console himself with the broad,
overall view that the transaction was not
a complete loss because it gave employ-
ment and profit to others. And though he
may be personally inconvenienced, still
he has contributed his patriotic bit to
stimulating the economy.

That many workers are helping to
stimulate the flagging economy is brought
out by the report of the American Col-
lectors Association that 1958 repossessions
are already 877 higher than 1957 —
which itself wasn’t a bad year for repos-
sessions.

The inherent dynamism of free en-
terprise is amply proved by the new
methods and advanced technology em-
ployed by this increasingly vital sector
of people’s capitalism. Curious as to just
how one goes about taking away a man'’s
‘car, the Wall Street Journal (April 8),
‘asked an expert employed by finance
companies, banks, credit agencies, etc.

“We ‘steal’ most of our cars,” was the
highly accurate reply from Lee Exeter,
owner of the Rhode Island State Detec-
tive Bureau in Providence. “With special
burglar tools,” the article continues, “he
and his staff of eight, operating in two-

way-radio-equipped cars can get into a
locked auto ‘without breaking doors, win-
dows, or locks,’ and then jump the igni-
tion and shift wires under the hood to
start the motor and drive away. The next
morning the disgruntled debtor usually
calls the police, indignantly reporting his
car stolen, but the officer, notified by Mr.
Exeter, will calmly tell him who took his
car, and where he can go to reclaim it by
paying what he owes.”

“Taking a long cigar out of his mouth,
sunglass-wearing detective Exeter ex-
plains why stealthy operations are pre-
ferred to knocking on the door and de-
manding the car keys: ‘I've had my men
clubbed, stabbed and shot at, so we al-
ways try to take the car by peaceful
means.’”

That onto the balance sheet of even
this most flourishing sector of recession-
struck free enterprise a little gloom must
fall, is revealed by the following incident.

“"A Chicago repossessor went to an
Illinois farm one night to ‘yank’ a truck,
and found it loaded with manure. Want-
ing to spread the work load, he went into
a nearby town to hire a helper and they
shoveled away until the truck was empty.
Suddenly the door of the seemingly de-
serted farmhouse opened, and an elderly
woman said, ‘Thanks, boys, we’ve been
wondering how to get that truck unload-
ed. Now you just run along.’ Since she
was enforcing her request with a leveled
shotgun, they obeyed.”

Some decades back a Republican wit de-
clared that Democratic Party politicians had
but two aims—grand and petty larceny. This
by-and-large true characterization, of course,
neglected to define the aims of the politicians
in the Republican Party. Buli when the re-
freshingly frank statemenl was made it prob-
ably applied more to Democratic politicos
than to Republican. For by then the Repub-
lican machine had controlled the White House,
Congress and the major state governments for
a pretty long stretch. Consequently the Dem-
ocratic politicos were hungrier for the “re-
wards” of political office. Hunger doesn’t make
for refined table or political manners.

The Republican office holders hadn't
abandoned grand and petly larceny—far from
it. But they had had the leisure and security
which is necessary for the development of any
art form. And so they had elaborated a whole
structure of refinements upon the cruder and
humbler techniques invented by the long line
of crooks, con-men, boodlers and swindlers
who had preceded them as “public servanis”
back into the mists of antiquity.

This refined technigue is today the com-
mon property and practice of both capitalist
parties. Not that good old g and p have dis-
appeared from Washington. The current “in-
vestigation” of the Federal Communications
Commission by the most reluctant investigat-
ing committee in U.S. history shows that it
still flourishes. But it also shows how inferior
it is to American know-how's most advanced,
automated technique. The proof? Why the
FCC commissioners are caught red-handed and
already Commissioner Mack has had to resign
in disgrace.

Ignored by most newspapers, buried in
the others, was a very unusual incident that
fook place during the FCC investigation. On
April 4, a freak was on the stand. Not that
anyone could tell till she started talking, for
to all outward appearance Frieda Hennock is
a normal woman, Butl her testimony made her
stand out like a full-garbed eskimo at a
nudist party.

By some political boner she had once
been appointed to the FCC. There she revealed
her dangerous thoughts and so was replaced
by a safe and solid free-enterpriser—the now-
departing Mr. Mack.

Miss Hennock told the investigators that
they should stop wasting their time on the
penny-ante graft exposed so far and get to
the heart of the matter — “the monopolistic
forces that control the entue field of TV and
radio.” “Three men in New York,” she said
referring to the heads of the NBC, ABC and

The Queer One

By George Lavan

CBS networks, controlled 80% of everything
seen on TV and were responsible for stunting
the medium’s development. To these Miss
Hennock added the American Telephone and
Telegraph Co., which owns the transmission
circuits for radio and TV circuit hook-ups.

Branding herself thereby as a screwball
in the eyes of all Washington officials, Miss
Hennock stated her sincere belief that the air
waves belonged to the people and that Big
Business should not be allowed to prevent
educational and cultural use of television, It
was her attempt as an FCC commissioner to
get some little bit of the frequencies allocated
to educational TV that got her dumped off the
commission.

“The fact is I was nol reappointed, and I
fought those interests. All I know is that I
was kicked olf the commission unceremonious-
ly because Commissioner Mack was so badly
needed on the commission.” Before that she

"“heard rumors about how certain large inter-

ests felt about my work. I just assumed I was
marked for extinction. I've been in the world
long enough to know the signs.” Further con-
firming what a queer one Miss Hennock is by
Washington standards, is the fact that while
on the FCC she always insisted on paying her
own travel, hotel and other expenses.

Miss Hennock puts her finger on the
significance of the revelations so far brought
out in the FCC investigation. The grand and
petty larcency exposures do not involve taking
something from the public and selling it to
this or that corporation. The misdeeds charged
are of one corporalion getting a TV channel
that another was conniving for. The aggrieved
party does nol appear as the public —for it
was sold out long ago by the FCC — but the
corporation which got done out of “its" free
multi-million-dollar slice of America’s air
waves.

Ironically enough, the FCC and all the
other independent government agencies still
due for a once-over-lightly investigation by
the embarrassed House committee, are a her-
itage from 1ihe (trust-busting crusade. They
were sel up to defend the public interest in
these vital areas better than could the White
House or Congress, who were considered too
susceptible, to the big economic interests. But
this was another of the trust-busters’ illusions.
The monopolies simply took over the inde-
pendent agencies that were supposed to watch
and regulate them. So today, the commissions
like the FCC are less government agencies
than branch offices of the corporate giants
they are supposed to protect the American
people against,

Worker's Bookshelf

AMERICAN LABOR STRUG-
GLES. By Samuel Yellen, 398
Pp. Paper. $1.50 plus 15c post-
age.

For those unacquainled with
American labor history this is
an excellent book to begin
with. Union members should
read it to learn how unionism
was built in America, and so-
cialists will find it not only a
storehouse of information but
an invaluable tool for their
educational work.

. - -
THE THIRD INTERNATION.-
AL AFTER LENIN. By Leon
Trotsky. 416 pp. Cloth: $4.00,
Paper: $2.50.

An indispensable source for
the study of the degeneration
of the Soviet Communist Party
and- the rise of Stalinism. The
actual internal documents put
out by Tiotsky and the Left
Opposition in 1927 but supress-
ed from party members by the
regime. With a new introduc-
tion.

L . .

THE JUDGMENT OF JUL.-
IUS AND ETHEL ROSEN.
BERG. By John Wexley, 672
Pp.. $5.00.

An intensive, carefully doc-
umented examination of the
trial of the Rosenbergs and
Morton Sobell Of this book,
@ review in the Western Po-

litical Quarterly by Prof. Fran-
cis D. Wormuth said: “Obvi-
ously the Department of Jus-

tice cannot answer all criti-
cisms. But unless il answers
Mr. Wexley's, we must con-

clude that the Rosenberg case
is our Dreyfus case, outdoing
the first in sordidness, cruelty
and terror."
- - -

THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION
MOVEMENT IN THE EAST.
By V. L. Lenin. 348 pp. $1.00
plus 15c postage.

Excerpts, articles and speech-
es from 1914 to 1923, some of
which have never before ap-
peared in English, on a subject
which today is of prime im-
portance.

L .
THE FOUNDATIONS OF
CHRISTIANITY. By Karl Kaut-
sky. 401 pp. Originally $5.50.
Now $3.00 plus 15¢ postage.

An extraordinarily profound
historical study of the hitherto
unexplained and unexplorved or-
igins of Christianity. A Marxist
classic,

L - .
IN DEFENSE OF MARXISM.
By Leon Trotsky. 211 pp. $2.75.

A collection of articles wril-
ten upon the occasion of a bif-
ter political and theoretical
fight among American sorcialisis
on the eve of World War IL

Trotsky discusses, among many
other subjects, the need for so-
cialists everywhere to defend
the Soviel Union and the cen-
tral role of dialectical method
in Marxism,
. . .

THE STRUGGLE FOR A PRO-
LETARIAN PARTY. By James
P. Cannon. 302 pp. $2.75.

A veteran warrior in the
American class struggle — an
IWW militant, Socialist Party
leader in the mid-west, a
founder of the Communist
Parly, and the present chair-
man of the Socialist Workers
Party — reviews the lessons
learned for the building of a
working-class party of social-
1ism in this country.

- L L

RUSSIAN YOUTH AWAKES—
An Eyewitness Report. By
Maurice Pelter. 14 pp. 10 cents.

This pamphlet from Great
Britain by a young man of po-
litical perspicacily, who attend-
ed the Youth Festival in Mos-
cow last summer., gives the
most startling and illuminating
account of the present frame
of mind of Soviet students and
mtellectuals.

L » L ]

Order the above from Pioneer
Publishers. 116 University
Placs, New Tork 3, N. Y.
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Ala. Negroes Mass at Capitol

New Republic
Hits Record of
Judge Kaufman

The projected appointment of
Judge Irving Kaufman, who
presided at the frial of Julius
and Ethel Rosenberg, fo the
U.S. Court of Appeals in New
York is causing uneasiness even
in cirtles that declare they are
convinced the Rosenbergs were
guilty as charged.

This uneasiness is reflected

in a sharply-worded editorial|.

in the April 7 issue of the
New Republic.

The editorial points out: "“The
matter is of some importance.
A shorthand way of indicating
why the appointment is disturb-
ing would be to say: the death
sentence in the espionage pros-
ecution of Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg.”

Commenting on Kaufman's
completely "“undistinguished,
even indistinguishable” career
as a jurist, the editorial con-
cludes, “in sum, the reason for
his preierment is the unprece-
dented death sentence he saw
fit to impose, after some rather
public soul-searching and pray-
er, on Julius and Ethel Rosen-
berg."”

CAUSE FOR UNEASINESS

Reiterating its belief that the
Rosenberg verdict was just, the
New Republic adds however,
“ .+ « the heightened atmos-
phere in which it was ftried
gave cause for uneasiness.”

“But,” the editorial continues,
“the ferocity of the sentence —
and sentences are in our sys-
tem virtually unreviewable by
higher courts — reflected no
credit on American administra-
tion of justice.”

In conclusion the New Re-
public says that “. . . to honor
the sentence by honoring a man
whose only claim to distinction
it is — that is callous almost
to the point of indecency.”

Helen Sobell
To Speak at
Detroit Meeting

DETROIT — The Morton So-
bell tase will be discussed by
his wife, Helen Sobell. at a
public meeting here on Tues-
day, April 22, at 8:30 p.m. It
will be held at the Central
Methodist Church, Woodward
and East Adams, under the
auspices of the Detroit branch
of the Committee to Secure
Justice for Morton Sobell.

The meeting will give De-
froiters an opportunity to learn
about the latest developments
in the case and to join with
the many thousands of Ameri-
cans who believe Sobell should
have a new trial or presidential
pardon. Mrs. Sobell, making
her first appearance here in
years, will also report on her
husband’s recent transfer from
Alcatraz to Atlanta Peniten-
tiary.

The national Sobell commit-
tee is engaged in a campaign to
collect one million signatures
this year to a petition asking
President Eisenhower to grant
executive commutation or help
secure a new trial. Michigan
signers of the appeal include
Judge Patrick H. O'Brien, Dr.
Henry Hitt Crane, Prof. Anatol
Rappaport, Rabbi Oscar Flei-
shaker and Mrs. Clara M. Vin-
cent.

Files Desegregation Suit

Rev, F. L. Shuttlesworth (left) of Birmingham, Ala., to-

gether with other parents of
federal suit to get Alabama’s

four Negro pupils, has filed
segregationist “‘school place-

ment” law declared unconstitutional. He is shown here with
friends following the bombing of his home by racists,

Christmas 1956,

L.A. County FEP Bill
Killed by Supervisors

By Hilde
LOS ANGELES — The

McLeod

long-awaited hearing of the

County Board of Supervisors on a Fair Employment
Practices ordinance took place March 18. Supervisor John

Anson Ford's proposed ordi-¢
nance had the support of the
NAACP and the labor move-
ment. Supervisor Dorn’s substi-
tute, introduced aboul a month
ago — no doubt to fulfill his
recent election promises
served as a well-greased tobog-
gan for tossing any county
FEPC into the discard.

In opening the hearing the
Board Chairman made a big
point of the Supervisors' gen-
erosity in allowing the hearing
at all since they had the legal
right to pass ordinances with-
out listening to people’s opin-
ions. In payment for this “‘gen-
erosity,” he asked spokesmen
to be brief.

LABOR SPEAKERS

Attorney Loren Miller, Co-
Chairman ‘of the -Committee-of
Equal Employment Opportunity,
forcefully exposed the legal
“jokers” in Dorn’s proposal and
asked for the passage of Ford's
original law. He was followed
by speakers representing the
NAACP, several churches, the
CIO Council and the AFL-CIO
Council.

Clear and convincing evidence
was given that private employ-
ment agencies had been in-
structed by several hundred
employers that no non-whites
be referred to them for jobs.
A social worker told of the
growing problem of discouraged
youth due to insecurity from
racial discrimination.

Then the Big Business oppo-
sition was given the floor. Ran-
dolph Van Nostrand spoke for
the Merchants and Manufac-
turers Association. In rude and
contemptuous terms he denied

LOW INCOME BRACKET

Before the recession more
than 14 million American fam-
ilies had incomes of less than
$3,000 a wvear (i.e. less than
$57.69 per week). Of these over
five million had incomes of less
than $40 per week.

Introductory Offer

A 6-Month Subscription
To the Militant Only $1.00

The Militant

116 University Place
New York 3. N.Y.

the existence of discrimination.
He stated that he represented
1,200 employers who employ
600,000 persons. And then he
asked in a sneering tone how
many the FEPC adherents em-

ploy?

Supervisor Dorn apparently
didn't really cxpect his sub-
stitule proposal to pass. He

seemed quite undismayed by
the opposition to any FEPC. He
could tell his constituents that
he introduced a proposal as he
promised. And how many
would know that he wrecked
FEPC chances in the process?

The Board of Supervisors
passed the buck to the state,
sending a resolution to Sacra-

mento for a state FEPC.

Hold Easter Protest
Over Legal Murder

By John Thayer
The Negro people of Montgomery, Alabama, again
made history. This time with an unprecedented mass
protest rally against Jim-Crow justice before the state

Capitol on Easter Sunday. The#-

instance of racist injustice, ex-
emplifying the whole Southern
Way of Life, that the rally pro-
tested was the recent electro-
cution of one man — Negro,
and the failure of authorities
even to arrest another man —
white, though both allegedly
committed the same crime —
criminal assault.

The man executed was 22-
year-old Jeremiah Reeves, Jr.,
who denied the charge of at-
tacking a white woman, till the
end. During his trial he main-
tained that a ‘‘confession” ob-
tained from him after his ar-
rest had been extorted by po-
lice methods which included
strapping him in the electric
chair and threatening to throw
the switch unless he signed.
WHITE NOT INDICTED

The white man, who the
Negro community alleges bru-
tally attacked a colored woman,
the very day before young
Reeves' execution, has gone
scot free — not even indicted.

Rev. Martin Luther King, of
bus-boycott fame, told the meet-
ing that Negroes in the South
“are robbed openly with little
hope of redress.”” He praised
the Easter Sunday rally as a
“spontaneous reaction on the
part of Negroes to the recent
electrocution of Jeremiah
Reeves, Jr.”

According to the Big Business
daily press, which ignored or
played down the historic meet-
ing, the audience numbered
“over 2,000 Whatever number
attended, they did so in the
face of Ku Klux Klan threats.
On Friday night racists painted
25 to 30 KKK signs about
three-feet high on the sireets
of Montgomery, including a
number around the scheduled
site of the rally at the Ala-
bama Capitol. Police and Cap-
itol guards claimed not to have
seen the painters.

More signs appeared Satur-
day night. Undeterred by these
threats, Montgomery Negroes
massed before the Capitol at
the appointed time, The area
bristled with city police and
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state cops. There was no inter-
ference, however, with the
meeting.

The protest was called by un-
signed leaflets which circulated
throughout the Negro commun-
ity the preceding Thursday.
Stating time, place and purpose,
they called for an ‘“orderly, dig-
nified protest.”

Another blood-curdling ex-
ample of Jim-Crow lynch law
occurred in Tallulah, Louisiana,
on March 27. The sheriff phoned
C. S. Gundy and said: “Your
son 1s at the jail. Come and
get him.”

“ls he hurt?” the father ask-
ed.
“He's dead,” was the reply.
Young Gundy's crime had
been keeping company with a
white girl in town. Police found
out about it and trapped them
together in a car. Young Gundy
was put into the rear of the
police car and there shot eight
times, ““Trying to escape,” is
the official story. The girl is
charged with “miscegenation,”
the Dixieland word for inter-
racial association.

...Layoffs Rise Steeply

(Continued from Page 1)
Moreover, untold thousands of
people are each week exhaust-
ing their benefits. According to
the Labor-Commerce Depart-
ments’ report on March 15
there were 1,446,000 who had
been out of work for 15 weeks
or more. In the eight industrial
states which publish such fig-
ures, 62,400 jobless exhausted
their benefits in February and
another 80,000 in the first four
weeks of March.

PLANT SHUT-DOWNS

That more workers arc going
to be consigned by the corpora-
tions to the army of the un-

employed is clear {rom the
steady stream of layoff and
plant shut-down announce-

ments. For example, Ford sus-
pended all auto assembly plant
operations for the week begin-
ning April 7 in Dallas, San Jose,

Memphis, Chester and Louis-
ville. A follow-up layoff is to
take place at the latter plant
upon re-opening. General Mo-
tors announced a week's shut-
down of its engine plant in
Tonawanda, N.Y. for April 14,
In Michigan a year's shut-down
of the small Chevrolet truck
plant at Willow Run will idle
over 400.

U. S. Steel announced the
two-week shut-down of a Steel
and Wire Division plant in
Donora, Pa., that will idle about
1,300, Bethlehem Steel will
close its Lackawanna sirip mill
for a week., This mill, which
used to hire about 2,000, has
recently employed between 500
and 700. In Spokane, Kaiser
Aluminum announced a layoff
reducing a work force originally
1,570 to about 950.

Since auto sales for March
were the lowest for any month

since March of 1952, there is
little prospect of improvement
for the workers of that city.
Similarly with the other dur-
able goods industries and basic
metals, that central core of
U.S. industry, where unem-
ployment is so concentrated.
Steel production is below 50%
of capacity and expected to
stay there or drop even more.

The prospects for the sum-
mer are pretty dim. In June
nearly two million young men
and women will come out of
the high schools and colleges
with smaller chances of getting
a decent job than any graduates
since the famous Class of 1929,

Other economic indicators
show: U.S. exports in Feb,
were 13% below Jan.: business
failures, higher in 1857 than
in any year since 1939, are still
increasing — 352 in the week
ending April 3.

include 30-for-40.

(4) A giant public works program at
schools, hospitals, low-cost housing, highways and other useful and peaceful con-
struction needed in this country today.

Program to Fight Unemployment

(1) Organization of the unemployed by the labor movement. For union un-
employed committees to fight their jobless members’ grievances on rehiring, un-
employment compensation, rent, mortgage and installment payments, relief, etc.

(2) Unemployment compensation to all jobless for the entire period of unem-
ployment at trade-union wages.

(3) A 30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay to be the number one demand of all
unions in contract negotiations. Amend federal and state wage-and-hours laws to

(§) Union action and FEP laws to prevent discrimination in layoffs. rehiring,
unemployment compensation, public-works hiring, relief, etc.

(6) A debt moratorium for the unemployed. No evictions or foreclosures on
homes, autos or appliances.

(7) No taxes on yearly incomes of $7.500 or less. End withholding and sales
taxes to restore workers’ purchasing power. Tax the rich and the corporations.

(8) Build a Labor Party based on the unions in alliance with minority peo-
ples and working farmers.

trade-union wages to build all

the




