
American Labor 
And the A-Tests

------------------------------  A N  E D IT O R IA L  ------------------------------

The num ber one job  fo r those in th is  country  figh ting  
to bu ild  a m ovem ent to ha lt nuclear tests is to w in  the 
active in te rven tion  o f organized labor.
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Am erican scientists have done outstanding w o rk  in  
the figh t against the nuclear menace. They have pains­
ta k in g ly  explained the dangers of the nuclear explosions. 
In  recent months, in the face of in tim id a tio n  and v ic t im i­
zation, they have entered in to  battle  against the pow erfu l 
forces o f the A tom ic  Energy Commission who engage in 
fraud  and deceit to conceal the extent o f the hazards.

These courageous scientists have been jo ined by 
pacifists, churchm en and liberals. The rad ica l movement, 
of course, has also been in  the fo re fron t o f the fight. These 
efforts have helped to crysta lize substantia l popular senti­
m ent fo r a ha lt to the tests.

Yet the scope of the movement remains lim ited . The 
reason for th is  should be clear enough. A l l  of these group­
ings and ind iv idua ls  combined, do not possess the social 
w e igh t essential fo r v ic to ry  in  such a fight. B u t the trade 
union movement, 18 m illio n  strong, has the power to 
decide the issue.

The need to w in  labo r’s pa rtic ipa tion  is g raph ica lly  
illus tra ted  by the advanced state of the anti-bom b move­
ment /in such countries as England, Germany and Japan 
where the ranks of labor are being m obilized on the issue. 
In  England, m ilita n t in te rven tion  by the le ft w ing  of the 
unions and of the Labor P arty  has made the anti-bom b 
figh t the top p o litica l issue.

I t  is true  tha t there are greater obstacles in  th is 
country  to w in n in g  decisive action by the unions. The 
h ig h ly  conservative top leadership is wedded to the capi­
ta lis t parties and to the pro-w ar policies of the State 
D epartm ent and has l i t t le  stomach fo r such a fight. I f  
su ffic ien t sentim ent is generated in  the ranks these o ffi­
cials can be compelled to move.

Convince Fellow Unionists
A num ber of voices have already been raised w ith in  

the unions against the tests, bu t nowhere near enough. 
Those who recognize how urgent i t  is to stop the tests 
m ust now en lis t th e ir  union brothers and sisters in  the 
campaign.

W herever feasible, resolutions should be introduced 
in the unions demanding tha t the governm ent im m ed i­
ate ly stop the tests. W herever adopted, such resolutions 
should be given m axim um  p u b lic ity  and c ircu la ted in 
other union bodies fo r add itiona l support. The w idest 
possible education campaign should be conducted on the 
issues.

W h ile  the job  w il l  not be done overn igh t im portan t 
progress can be made. The nuclear-test issue is not a 
na rrow  one. The movement tha t a lready exists indicates 
the s tr ik in g  extent to w h ich  i t  crosses the lines of par­
tisan politics. A  m axim um  u n ity  of forces can be welded 
in  the fight. Em inent scientists have provided a w ealth  of 
facts tha t demonstrate the justness of the cause. And o r­
ganized labor abroad has shown by example how much 
can be accomplished. I t ’s tim e fo r Am erican labor to act.

Friends Give to Keep 
Socialist Fund Climbing

By M u rry  Weiss 
N ational Fund D rive  D irector

A P R IL  9 — The d rive  to collect a $20,000 Socialist 
Expansion fu n d  th is  spring is m oving ahead at a steady 
clip . Branches of the Socialist W orkers P artv  are now 
aim ing toward May 1 — when the 
tw o -th irds  m ark in the campaign 
w il l  have been reached — w ith  the 
objective of overcom ing the 8% 
lag tha t s till persists. This w il l  pu t 
them  in good shape fo r the last 
month o f the campaign and enable 
them to h it the boll by M ay 31.

O ur contingent from  the South 
jum ped from  fourteenth to second 
place th is week and is now tied 
w ith  Buffa lo which has m aintained 
the lead since the beginning of the 
drive. (See scoreboard page two.)

Fund D rive  D irector fo r the 
Soutli, Ronald Jones, w rites: "We 
here are gra tified  to know  that the 
Socialist Expansion Fund is getting 
o ff to a good start. In  th is there is 
real determ ination. O f th is we have 
p lenty. (C erta in ly  more than we 
have m oney!) L ike  other friends of 
the SWP throughout the country 
we don’t consider the inconven­
iences necessitated by ge tting  our 
pledges in on tim e as sacrifices.”
Jones says tha t the struggle “ fo r 
th a t b righ te r tom orrow " is "p a rt 
of our ve ry  being.”

Two more areas have joined the 
active lis t on the scoreboard th is 
week — Denver and Oakland. Den­
ver, along w ith  the South, is pa r­
tic ip a tin g  in a national SWP cam­
paign fo r the first tim e in many 
years. We expect to hear a lo t 
from  them in a ll 
fields of socialist 
a c tiv ity .

Oakland Fund 
D irector reports:
"O u r branch is 
s lig h tly  over the 
quota in pledges.
B u t collecting on 
Ihem w il l  be a 
real problem. The 
recession h u r t s ;  
about a quarter of 
our membership 
is unemp I o y c d 
and a b o u t  as: 
m any on reduced 
w ork-w eeks.”

This problem  cf (Continued on Page 2)

U.S., British Peace Walks 
Demand Halt to A-Tests
Report N.Y. 
Area Highly 
Radioactive

B y M yra  Tanner Weiss
"The fa llo u t of radioactive 

s tron tium  on New Y ork  in ­
creased by 50% in  1957," a 
study by the A tom ic Energy 
Commission revealed, A p r il 3. 
And AEC science member Dr. 
W illa rd  F. L ib b y  announced 
that northeastern U nited States 
is "one of the hottest places in  
the w o rld "  fo r rad ioac tiv ity . 
"No other po in t in the w orld  
approached the cum ulative le v ­
el of s tronlium -90 reported for 
New Y o rk ," says the A p r il 3 
New Y ork  Times.

By way of g iv ing  reassurance 
to New Y ork  residents, the 
AEC’s New Y ork  office hasten­
ed to po in t out tha t there were 
also other cities in the nation 
tha t had high rates of fa ll-ou t. 
These include Salt Lake C ity . 
U tah: Scottsbluff, Nebraska:
A lbuquerque, N e w  M exico; 
Grand Junction, Colorado; and 
New Orleans and Boise. Idaho.

On M arch 27, from  Berkeley. 
Calif., a “ shai*p increase in ra ­
d io a c tiv ity  content of ra in fa ll”  
was announced. Radiological 
checks gave a reading “ 200 
times h igher than the standard 
established as safe fo r d rin k in g  
w ater.”
IO W A  PONDS

An Iowa professor reported 
on A p ril 1 tha t "A  selected 
group of farm  ponds in south­
ern Iowa has shown a sharp 
increase in rad ioac tiv ity  fo l­
low ing  ten rains that fe ll be­
tween Ju ly  and November last 
year.

A b r o a d ,  the “ radioactive 
count in the atmosphere is the 
highest recorded in four years." 
reported Japanese scientists at 
Osaka U n ive rs ity  on March 27. 
And Sen. H um phrey (D -M inn.) 
has announced tha t Sweden re­
ports increased rad ioac tiv ity  to 
“ w ith in  25% o f the maxim um  
perm issible leve l.”

Reading a ll th is cheerful 
news in the da ily  press, an old 
m elody w ith  new words inven t­
ed by a correspondent fo r the 
New Y orke r keeps in tru d ­
ing in to  my b ra in : " I t  isn't 
ra in ing  rain, you know, it's 
ra in ing  s tron tium ."

M atters aren’t helped any by 
news that the AEC is w ork ing  
on a $35 m illio n  program “ to 
determ ine the effects of rad ia­
tion in m an." A fte r all, 141 
atom and hydrogen bombs 
have been exploded already. 
And the U.S. is he ll-ben t fo r 
exploding about 18 more this 
spring.

Nor is there any com fort in
(Continued on rage 2)
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LAYOFFS MOUNT STEEPLY; 
SEASONAL HIRING DOWN

B y George Lavan 
A P R IL  10 —  Eisenhower's

attem pt to draw  op tim is tic  con­
clusions from  the economic re ­
port, w h ich  was issued jo in t ly  
by his Departments of Labor 
and Commerce yesterday, has 
fa llen  flat. The unemployment 
figures in  it, going up to March 
15, were in  themselves cause 
fo r alarm  and not complacency. 
Moreover, jobless figures for 
the weeks fo llow ing  the period 
covered in  the report show a 
serious acceleration.

Nevertheless, the adm in istra ­
tion  persists in  the a ttitude  tha t 
emergency anti-rccession meas­
ures arc not yet needed. And 
the leaders o f the Dem ocratic- 
contro lled Congress, who are in 
a deal w ith  Eisenhower to stall 
emergency legislation, went off 
on the ir busincss-as-usual ten- 
day Easter vacation (w ith  pay). 
D OW NW ARD REBOUND 

Eisenhower pretended to see 
a s ilve r lin in g  in the fact tha t 
unemployment on March 15 had 
risen on ly  25.000 above Feb. 15. 
This, he said, showed a “ leve l­
ling  off o f unem ploym ent . . .  a 
slow ing up of the decline." The 
w hole strategy of the adm inis­
tra tion 's  op tim is tic  predictions

fo r past months has been to 
aw ait the usual seasonal p ick ­
up tha t comes w ith  the resum p­
tion  of outdoor construction 
jobs, ag ricu ltu ra l h ir in g  and 
Easter shopping as proof that 
the economy was "rebounding.”

To demands fo r emergency 
legislation, such as the much- 
ta lked of tax cut. the W hite 
House answer was, “ w a it t i l l  
the m id-M arch figures are in .”  
The Democratic leaders of 
House and Senate agreed to 
squelch emergency proposals 
t i l l  then. Before March was 
over the A FL-C IO , whose eco­
nomic anti-recession proposals 
have been ignored by both 
party  leaderships, called fo r the 
early release of the figures in 
the hope tha t they m ight ga l­
vanize Congress in to  action. But 
they were kept a government 
secret t i l l  yesterday.

The long-awaited, m uch-jug­
gled. m id-M arch figures show 
tha t the seasonal u p tu rn  fizzled 
Construction jobs increased by 
on ly 139.000 or 250,000 less than 
a year ago. T ransportation jobs 
are 200,000 less than in 1957. 
B u t the key figure —  non-farm  
em ploym ent o ffic ia lly  adjusted 
fo r seasonal changes —  was

down 300,000, the biggest drop 
in  any month since the reces­
sion began last August. Those 
w ork ing  short w o rk  weeks to ­
tal 2,290,000.
NEW JOBLESS C LA IM S

Eisenhower’s “ leve lling  o ff of 
unem ploym ent”  statement was 
false even w h ile  he uttered it. 
In  the week ending M arch 22, 
the unem ploym ent compensa­
tion  claims were up 14,700 over 
the previous week. On the week 
ending March 29, 421,900 people 
filed new jobless claims send­
ing the figure up s til l another 
17,500. The rate of increase has 
apparently continued in to  the 
week ending A p r il 5 to even 
new records. In  the D e tro it 
area joblessness on A p r il 1 had 
reached 265,000 or 17.4% of 
the labor force. One in six 
w orkers there was unemployed. 
For the whole state of M ichigan 
the figure was 15.5%. Sharp in ­
creases are reported from  the 
other industria l centers.

B u t what must be rem em ber­
ed about the sp ira ling  unem­
ploym ent compensation figures 
is tha t about 35% o f the un­
employed aren 't covered by the 
compensation system at all.

(Continued on Page 4)

Prominent Scientists 
Sue in the Courts to 
Outlaw Explosions

By H a rry  R ing

A P R IL  9 —  The movement in  the U n ited  States to 
prevent fu rth e r nuclear tests was given fresh im petus as 
700 W alkers fo r Peace converged on the UN headquarters
in  New Y ork last F riday  to* 
pe tition  fo r "an im m ediate end 
to nuclear weapons tests." Their 
a rr iva l at the UN coincided 
w ith  the opening of a huge 
B ritish  anti-bom b march. A t 
the same lim e i t  was announced 
tha t prom inent test opponents 
had filed a Federal su it to  p re ­
vent fu rth e r lest explosions.

O f the 700 marchers in  New 
Y ork , who covered a five-b lock 
span as they proceeded through 
Times Square, over 100 had 
w alked from  Philade lph ia , 90 
miles away, and from  New Ha­
ven, 75 m iles away.
IM PR ESSIVE S IG HT

The Philadelphia and New 
Haven marchers provided an 
impressive s ight as they filed 
in to  the lounge o f the Carnegie 
Endowm ent Center where a 
press conference was held. 
Many in  the group showed 
signs of fa tigue  and several 
were lim p ing , but a ll were in  
h igh sp irits. Youngest o f the 
marchers was a 10-year-old boy 
who w alked the fu ll distance 
from  Philadelphia. The oldest 
was a spry looking  woman of 
71 who also w alked from  P h il­
adelphia. A large num ber of 
the demonstrators were stu ­
dents from  20 o f the m ajor col­
leges in the New England and 
M idd le  A tla n tic  area.

The significance of the dem ­
onstration was indicated by the 
extensive p u b lic ity  i t  received. 
The m ajor New Y ork dailies 
attended the press conference 
and the story of the march was 
deemed su ffic ien tly  new sw orthy 
to make the fro n t page of the 
Times along w ith  an account of 
the B ritish  action.

An in te rv ie w  w ith  marchers 
was held at the UN by the 
Paris Radio. The correspondent 
fo r Paris Radio said he had re ­
ceived a cablegram from  his 
home office to cover the dem­
onstration and explained “ In 
Paris, young people march all 
the time, but when they do i t  
in Am erica i t ’s real news.”

O R G A N IZA TIO N S
The cooperating organizations 

fo r the Peace W alk included 
the Am erican Friends Service 
Committee, Fellowship of Re­
concilia tion, Peacemakers, War

Heads Protest

A. J. MUSTE

Resisters League and the W om ­
en's In te rna tiona l League fo r 
Peace and Freedom. Spokesman 
at the press conference was 
A. J. Muste, chairm an em eritus 
of the Fe llow ship  o f Reconcilia­
tion.

D eclaring that the Soviet de­
cision to ha lt nuclear tests 
meant tha t the various groups 
in th is country figh ting  fo r a 
test ban w ould now step up 
th e ir activ ities, Muste outlined 
plans fo r fu tu re  dem onstrations 
on the issue.

E laborating his v iew  o f the 
Soviet action, Muste said: "Th® 
Soviet U nion has taken this 
step. Regardless of m otive, or 
U.S. in te rp re ta tion  of it ,  th is 
does not a lter the responsib ility  
of the U.S. to ha lt the tests. 
This is p a rticu la rly  true of the 
Pacific tests w hich are held in  
in te rna tiona l waters in v io la tion  
of freedom of the seas, and es­
pecia lly because the danger 
fa lls  on people who have noth­
ing to say about it . "

I t  is the d u ty  o f the U.S. gov­
ernment, Muste continued “ to 
react pos itive ly ”  to the Soviet 
action.

In  England, an effective new 
(Continued on Page 2)

Dobbs Tells of Interviews with British Workers
B y F a rre ll Dobbs

LONDON, March 31 —  If  
dem ocratically - e l e c t e d  com­
mittees of Am erican trade 
unionists could v is it w ith  B r i­
tish w orkers as I am doing, 
they w ould learn many tru ths 
now concealed from  them by 
false cap ita lis t propaganda.

A  w a lk  on the L iverpool 
w a te rfron t, down F o rt Street, 
tow ard  the U nited States Lines 
docks, w ould  reveal to them 
what B ritish  workers actua lly 
th in k  o f the b i-partisan foreign 
policy o f the capita lis t govern­
ment in Washington. Fainted in 
le tters tw o feet high along a 
brick  w a ll they w ould sec the 
slogan, “ B lack all U.S. rocket 
bases." As the dockers w ould 
expla in, to "b la ck ”  means to 
declare a w o rk  site scab te r­
r ito ry  in the eyes of trade 
unionists.

I t  w ould be equally ins truc­
tive  fo r them to get the fu ll 
views of the w orkers who ex­
press opinions such as these:

A  shectmctal w orker: “ A m e ri­
can a irc ra ft should be banned 
from  carry ing  the H-bomb over 
the coun try ."

A  factory w orker: "U n ion
action is needed to campaign 
against being governed by 
Am erica."

An electrical w orker: “ I f  the 
union offic ia ls w il l  not black 
w o rk  on the nuclear weapons 
and rocket bases it is up to the 
members to take matters in to 
the ir own hands and use strike  
action to enforce th e ir de­
mands."

A  secretary of a local Labor

P arty  u n it: “ The sooner we 
break the shackles of Am erican 
capita lism  the better off we 
shall be."

When Am erican w orkers come 
here in m ilita ry  un ifo rm  the ir 
presence is much resented. But 
i f  they were to come fo r a 
fra te rna l v is it as trade un ion­

ists, they w ould be eagerly 
welcomed. W ide interest is 
shown in the problems, policies 
and actions of the Am erican 
unions, pa rticu la rly  on the is­
sue of unem ploym ent.

A lthough joblessness does not 
yet run as high as in the 
U nited States, pockets of un ­

employment arc s p r e a d i n g  
throughout B ritish  industry. It 
is w e ll understood that eco­
nomic crisis in  Am erica w il l  
cause s e r i o u s  repercussions 
here. The w orkers are w atch­
ing to see how the U.S. unions 
w il l  meet the problem , hoping 
fo r effective action w h ich  w il l  
g ive them am m unition to de­
fend th e ir own live lihood.

A dm ira tion  fo r the figh ting  
qualities of the Am erican w o rk ­
ers runs high, as shown by a 
m iner who remarked, "W hen 
the Yanks have a strike  they 
bloody w e ll go at i t . "  Looking 
from  afar many even get the 
mistaken notion that Am erican 
union offic ia ls are a cut above 
th e ir B ritish  counterparts.

But the most experienced 
rank and file  unionists know 
better ins tinc tive ly . T he ir in te r­
est is not in David J. McDon 
aid. They want to know about 
the leaders o f the ducs-protest 
movem ent in the steel union. It 
is not W alter Reuther who cap­
tures the ir a ttention bu t the 
real fighters who lead the w ild ­
cat strikes against the speed­
up in the auto plants.

Rebel leaders of the same 
stamp in the B ritish  union 
ranks w ou ld  welcome direct 
ta lk;, w ith  the ir Am erican

brothers. They have much to 
discuss. H ow  to meet the a n ti­
union attacks of the employers. 
W hat steps to take tow ard a 
housecleaning in the o ffic ia l 
union leadership. How to 
strengthen the w orkers by com­
b in ing  union action w ith  inde­
pendent. labor po litica l action 
in opposition to the cap ita lis t 
po litica l parties.

They w ould also welcome 
union support w ith in  the U nited 
States in the fight to prevent 
W ashington from  converting  
th is exposed island in to  an 
A m e r i c a n  nuclear-weapons 
base. S trong ly socia list-m inded 
themselves, they w ant no pa rt 
of a w ar to save capita lism . 
They want to live  at peace 
w ith  the rest of the w orld.

In figh ting  to defend the ir 
Hass interests the B ritish  w o rk ­
ers tend to attach prim e im ­
portance to fra te rna l so lida rity  
w ith  th e ir fo llow  trade union­
ists in the U nited States. They 
sense where the real pow er lies 
in America. T he ir fee ling was 
w e ll expressed by one w orker 
leader, a battle-scarred veteran 
of many labor struggles, who 
said. "One bloody g row l from  
the Am erican w orkers and 
things w il l  shake across the 
w o rld ."

F A R R E LL DOBBS

Farrell Dobbs in Europe; 
Corresponding for Militant

W ith  th is report from  London, we begin p u b li­
cation of a series of dispatches by F a rre ll Dobbs 
who is now tou ring  Europe as a correspondent fo r 
the M ilita n t. Dobbs is the National Secretary of the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  and was its  P residentia l 
candidate in  195S.

He is m aking the European tour to obta in a 
firs thand p ic tu re  of the European labor and po­
lit ic a l movement and w il l  report them through our 
pages. A fo rm er leader of the M inneapolis Team­
sters Union, Dobbs is h ig h ly  conversant w ith  trade 
union problems and plans on m aking a carefu l 
study of the European union movement, the mood 
and po litica l th in k in g  of the workers, as w e ll as 
im portan t socialist rogroupm cnt developments now 
tak ing  place in  Europe.
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The menace 
Of Strontium-90

(The fo llow ing  are excerpts from  a le tte r to the A p r il 
8 New Y ork  Times from  W. Selove, fo rm er chairm an of 
the Radiation Hazards Com m ittee of the Federation ol 
Am erican Scientists and a1*-
mem ber of the panel convened 
in 1957 by the AEC to estimate 
fu tu re  strontium -90 levels in  
bones.)

“ The pub lication on A p r il 4 
Of a report g iv ing  the accumu­
lated fa llou t to the end of 1957 
points up again the fact tha t 
the A tom ic  Energy Commission 
has consistently taken a h ig h ly  
Optim istic a ttitude  tow ard fa l l­
out effects.

“ According to the concensus 
Of a panel convened by the 
AEC in Ju ly , 1957, to make the 
best possible p red iction of fu ­
tu re  strontium -90 levels in 
bone, the accumulated fa llo u t 
due to those tests conducted 
before 1957 w ould give rise to 
average strontium -90 levels in 
young persons in the northeast­
ern U nited States over the next 
20 years or so of 1.5 to 10 
's tron tium  units. . . .'

“ The AEC has now reported 
a 50 percent increase in  stron- 
tium -90 levels du ring  1957 . . . 
One may reasonably estimate 
tha t the corresponding expected 
average bone levels in  n o rth ­
eastern U nited States from  all 
tests to the present w il l  now lie  
in  the range of perhaps three 
to  20 s tron tium  units.
NO SAFE LE V E L

“ In  estim ating the effects of 
such levels i t  is not correct to 
believe that there is a 'safe' 
level. There is good reason to 
believe tha t even small doses 
o f strontium -90 can cause leu ­
kem ia or bone cancer in p ro ­
portion  to the dose . . . 
t “ I t  is not d iff ic u lt to see the 
genuine cause fo r alarm  fo r 
groups of people as large as the 
(entire Japanese nation, whose 
rice crop in 195G was contam i­

nated by large Russian test e x ­
plosions to the po in t where the 
rice contained 30 times as high 
a strontium -90 concentration as 
m ilk  in the northeastern U nited 
States . . . The rice was eaten 
by the Japanese du ring  the en­
tire  subsequent year.

“ S im ila rly , i f  a harvest of 
hay is gathered shortly  a fte r a 
period of unusually heavy fa l l­
out, it  may happen that the 
m ilk  obtained from  cows eat­
ing that hay over a long subse­
quent period w il l  show an un­
usually high strontium -90 con­
centration . . .

“ W hat about the future? 
‘D ir ty ’ weapons are the cheap­
est large weapons, and the most 
l ik e ly  to be used. Large ‘d ir ty ’ 
weapons w il l  be tested by each 
new nation entering the weap­
ons race. I f  the w orld -w ide  
weapons race is not stopped we 
can expect to see each add i­
tiona l testing nation adding 
large amounts o f contam inating 
fission products to the soil and 
food of other nations around 
the w orld , inc lud ing  our own.

“ Is our Governm ent never­
theless going to persist in  its 
reluctance to make an agree­
ment to stop tests, on the 
ground tha t i t  wants to develop 
‘clean’ bombs, in ‘fairness to its 
responsib ilities to the Am erican 
people and perhaps to hum an­
i ty ’?”

T H A T ’S D IFFER EN T
The L it t le  Rock high school 

student who was not expelled 
fo r h itt in g  M inn ijean  B row n 
w ith  a pocketbook and calling 
her a “ nigger b itch ," was ex­
pelled fo r h ittin g  a w h ite  
school teacher.

„.R ad ioactiv ity  in N. Y.
(Continued from  Page 1)

the M arch 27 statement by that 
A rden t supporter of testing,

ikEC-member L ib b y  that the 
x ten t of radioactive fa llou t 

hazard from  nuclear weapons 
testing is “ not know n exactly 
and probably w il l  not be w ell 
Understood fo r many years.”

A ll  concede the danger to 
hum an genetics. Considerable 
debate exists, however, on how 
much strontium -90 can be ac­
cumulated in the bon^s of c h il­
dren before cancer of the bones 
or blood (leukem ia) is produc­
ed. Dr. L ib b y  claimed tha t the 
to ta l dose of rad ia tion added 
from  fa ll-o u t to fresh ly formed 
human bone is estimated at the 
most at 5% of the am ount add­
ed by na tura l rad ia tion. But 
L ib b y  also pointed out, “ O f 
'course, th is  does not mean that 
feny of the effects from  rad io­
active fa llo u t are in any way 
neg lig ib le  and i t  docs not mean 
tha t certain numbers of people 
w i l l  not be in ju red  by rad io­
active fa llo u t radiations, even 
thoueh these numbers be very 
small re la tive  to the to ta l pop­
u la tion  of the w o rld ."

A lb e it  Szent-G yorgyi, 1937 
Nobel Prize w inne r in phys io l­
ogy and medicine and now D i­
rec to r o f the Ins titu te  fo r 
•Muscle Research, w rote to the 
N .Y . Times, A p r il 6, g iv ing  the 
proper rep ly  to L ib b y  and 
others who w ould gamble w ith  
hum an life . He protested against 
Jthe w ay statistics are bandied 
about. He said:

“ If , fo r instance, incidence in 
leukem ia w ould rise by a small 
fraction, say .1 per cent, th is 
may seem insignificant indeed. 
B u t .1 per cent may mean, in 
time. 1.500 cases. F ifteen hun­
dred dead children, la id  out in 
a row , would look d iffe ren t 
from  the num ber .1 per cent, 
and I suspect tha t i f  the ch il­
dren of those who th in k  the 
num ber .1 pe rcen t insignificant 
w ould be among the 1,500, they 
w ould a rrive  at a d ifferent 
eva luation.”

A lb e rt Szent - G yorgyi ex ­
pressed the hope tha t hum anity 
could find a "w a y  to peace 
w hich does not lead over the 
dead bodies of ch ild ren ." The 
Soviet Union has pressed fo r a 
ban on nuclear tests. Were a ll 
nuclear powers to accept th is 
proposal, the road to peace 
w ould not lead over the dead 
bodies of ch ildren.

C A N ’T  EVEN JU N K  IT
U.S. authorities are faced 

w ith  the problem  of w ha t to 
do w ith  fantastic quantities of 
obsolete m ilita ry  aid equipm ent 
inc lud ing tanks, trucks and 
olancs p iled up in its European 
depots. Suddenly dum ping it 
on the ju n k  m arket, the au th ­
o rities say, “ w ould jo lt  the 
w orld  scrap m arkets,”  However, 
storage space has become a 
grave problem. Am ong the ob­
solete equipm ent are tu rbo je t 
figh ter planes, less than three 
years old, w hich cost $100,000,- 
000. They have “ re la tive ly  l it t le  
value as scrap.”

Chicago Dinner-Meeting
Presents a Discussion on 

"Perspectives fo r Socialisl U n ity '' 
Speakers:

H O W ARD  PACKER, Socialist w r ite r  and educator 
JA C K  H IRSCH, Socialist you th  leader

Saturday, A p r il 26 —  777 W. Adams St.

In te rna tiona l Smorgasbord D inner —  7 P.M. —  $2 
(In  the s p ir il o f M ay Day)

M eeting on ly  —  8 P.M. — $1

116 U n ive rs ity  Place New Y o rk  3, N. Y.

By C. R. Hubbard

I t  isn 't easy fo r the layman 
to fo llow  or understand fu lly  
the argum ent that is raging be­
tween thousends of Am erican 
scientists end the A tom ic En­
ergy Commission. But fo r those 
who take the troub le  to read 
the arguments fo r and against 
U.S. plans to continue nuclear 
tests, a dark p ic tu re  begins to 
move into focus. One discovers 
secrecy in governm ent aimed, 
not to conceal anyth ing  from  
another nation, bu t to conceal 
in fo rm ation  from  the Am erican 
people. One discovers decisions 
made under protection o f th is 
secrecy tha t may result in  tra ­
gic death to many people.
TV  DEBATE

Those who saw the March 30 
television broadcast over CBS 
on the question of nuclear tests 
were dram atica lly  introduced to 
th is life -and-death debate. The 
A EC ’s Dr. W illa rd  F. L ib b y  
tangled w ith  some o f the lead­
ing opponents o f the tests, in ­
c lud ing Dr. L inus Pauling, No­
bel Prize chemist at C a lifo rn ia  
Ins titu te  o f Technology.

L ib b y  insisted tha t the con­
tinua tion  o f nuclear weapons 
tests was “ a risk tha t we can 
and should to lera te .”

Dr. J. Laurence K u lp , asso­
ciate professor of geo-chemistry 
at Colum bia U n ive rs ity , gave 
in fo rm a tion  on some of the 
damage already done by past 
A -bom b explosions. He said that 
ch ild ren  in  the U nited States 
have an average of 0.9 un it 
radioactive strontium -90 in the ir 
bones at present. A du lts  have 
less, on ly .08. In  South America 
adults have only ha lf that 
much, .04.

Dr. Pauling pointed out that 
fa ll-o u t from  nuclear tests thus 
fa r m igh t “ mean tha t about one 
m illio n  persons die of leukem ia 
and other diseases than w ould 
have otherw ise.”  T he ir life  span

H ead ing  f o r  H anger Zone

This small ketch, the Golden Rule, manned by fou r 
pacifists, sailed from  San Pedro on M arch 25 to reach the 
danger zone of the Pacific where the U.S. has scheduled 
its  Spring bomb tests. Last month the vessel was forced 
back by storms. The crew hopes to reach the M arshall 
Islands area and there, at the risk  of the ir lives, challenge 
the tests.

w ould be shortened by ten to 
15 years. He said tha t th is was 
the meaning of the statement 
by Dr. Edward Te ller, nuclear- 
test proponent, tha t the nuclear 
hazard shortened life  by an 
“ average”  of on ly tw o days fo r 
the entire  w orld 's  population. 
SC IEN TISTS' LETTERS 

For a num ber o f weeks there 
has been a steady flow of le t­
ters from  scientists to the New 
Y ork  Times. I t  w ould appear 
to be an organized e ffo rt o f con­
scientious people to  in fo rm  the 
pub lic  o f the danger invo lved 

! in  the tests. In  one of these 
| letters, W. Selove, fo rm e rly  a

member of the panel set up in 
1957 by the AEC to estimate 
fu tu re  strontium -90 levels in 
bone, pointed out tha t i t  may 
be many years before precise 
know ledge is obtained on the 
dangers involved. He said, “ I f  
the answers should a ll tu rn  out 
to lie  at the worse end o f the 
present range of uncerta in ty, 
then from  tests so fa r we can 
expect an increase o f perhaps 
five per cent in the present rate 
o f leukem ia and bone cancer 
in  the northeast U nited States."

On March 20 a 2,000-member 
group of scientists charged that 
the AEC could not be trusted

Eisenhouier’s Gauge 
Of Peace Intentions

By Danie l Roberts ■

In  a recent le tte r to fo rm er Soviet P rem ier Bulganin , 
President Eisenhower cited as evidence of the peaceful 
in tentions o f the U.S. governm ent its fa ilu re  to attack 
the Soviet Union “ when we had the hydrogen bombs and 
the Soviet Union had none.”

Now  that's a good argum ent. The on ly  question is 
w hether i t  applies to the U.S. or to the Soviet government.

For Soviet Academ ician Igo r V. K urcha tov  denied in  
a speech tw o weeks ago tha t there ever was a tim e when 
the U.S. had hydrogen bombs and the Soviet U nion had 
none. Indeed the reverse was true  said Kurcha tov. The 
Soviet Union had a deliverable Il-bom b h a lf a year be­
fore the U.S.

He stated that the firs t U.S. therm onuclear (hydrogen) 
explosion was of a device so large and heavy tha t i t  
could not be delivered and thus was not a weapon. The 
Soviet bomb tested in  1953, he said, was based on a com­
p le te ly  d iffe ren t princ ip le , and K urcha tov im p lied  tha t i t  
was sm all enough to have been a weapon.

K u rcha tov ’s statement may sound like  a throw -back 
to the type of boast prevalent in  S ta lin ’s la tte r years when 
Soviet spokesmen claimed that the Russians had always 
invented every th ing  firs t— from  M arcon i’s w ireless radio 
to Am erican baseball. But H a rry  Schwartz, New Y ork  
Times expert confirms K u rcha tov ’s account.

“ The fact tha t the 1952 U n ited  States therm onuclear 
device was not de liverable has long been know n,”  said 
Schwartz in  the A p r il 5 Times. “ I t  has also been reported 
uno ffic ia lly  by  responsible U nited States o ffic ia ls— though 
never o ffic ia lly  or p u b lic ly— that the Soviet 1953 hyd ro ­
gen explosion used a com plete ly d iffe ren t p rinc ip le  from  
tha t employed in  the U nited States explosion in  1952 . . . 
I t  is known tha t the analysis of the radioactive effects of 
the 1953 Soviet hydrogen explosion gave Am erican o f­
ficials a severe shock at tha t tim e and spurred research 
aimed at dup lica ting  Soviet technique."

So the shoe, it  appears, is on the other foot. The So­
v ie t U nion had a hydrogen weapon firs t and did not 
a ttack the U nited States. In  fact, at the tim e it  stepped 
up its  proposals fo r peaceful settlem ent of the cold w ar 
ju s t as i t  d id  recently a fte r announcing that i t  had the 
in te rcon tinen ta l ba llis tic  m issile and a fte r launching 
Sputn ik . In  1953 as now, top U.S. o ffic ia ls denounced 
these proposals as “ progaganda.”

There was a tim e, however, when the U.S. govern­
ment had clear nuclear-weapon superio rity . That was 
from  1945 u n til 1951, when the Soviet Union presum ably 
caught up in  the s tockp iling  of atom bombs a fte r success­
fu l ly  testing one in  1949. And w ha t did the U.S. govern­
m ent do w ith  its  nuclear superiority?  I t  dropped tw o 
A-bombs on H iroshim a and Nagasaki as a ho rrib le  w a rn ­
ing of its  superio rity . I t  launched the cold w ar and 
in tervened w ith  armed forces in  the Korean c iv il w ar. I t  
kept ra tt lin g  the bomb by means of constant test explo­
sions. H igh-placed U.S. po litic ians and brass kep i up a 
fu rious ag ita tion  fo r "p reven tive  w a r" against the Soviet 
U nion w h ile  "w e are ahead" in  the nuclear-weapon race. 
I f  a ll tha t doesn't te s tify  to bellicose in tentions, w ha t does?

Can Blow Up W orld Now
To th is  day, the U.S. continues to threaten w ar and 

atom ic ann ih ila tion . “ We already have more than enough 
bombs to blow  up the w o rld ,”  w ro te  W illia m  V. Shannon 
in the A p r il 6 New Y o rk  Post. Yet, the U.S. governm ent 
insists on fu r th e r  nuclear tests. Dismiss as mendacious 
the argum ent tha t these are needed to develop a “ clean”  
bomb. The real reason fo r the tests is to keep the th rea t 
of therm onuclear a ttack dangling over the Soviet Union 
—and the A fro -A s ian  people s trugg ling  fo r nationa l in ­
dependence, too—even though W ashington knows tha t 
no one can w in  a nuclear war.

*  *  *

Postscript: Now tha t Schwartz has revealed w hat 
responsible U n ited States o ffic ia ls  reported con fiden tia lly  
about the Soviet therm onuclear explosion, w hat happens 
to the cla im  tha t Soviet nuclear-weapon development was 
made possible on ly  because spies and tra ito rs  stole the 
secret from  th is  country?

E the l and Ju lius  Rosenberg died in  the e lectric cha ir 
in  J u ly  1953 fo r “ espionage conspiracy”  in  the m idst of 
a spy hysteria  de libera te ly  whipped up by a ll B ig Busi­
ness po litic ians. One m onth la te r—“ though not o ffic ia lly  
or p u b lic ly ,”  as Schwartz says — U.S. o ffic ia ls conceded 
that the Soviet governm ent had used a com pletely d iffe r­
ent nuclear-explosion p rinc ip le  than the U.S. and tha t 
the Soviet p rinc ip le  had proved superior.

Calendar of tuents
C LE V E LA N D

The Cleveland M ilita n t Forum  
presents a ta lk  and film  on 
The Sobell Case Saturday, A p r il 
19, 8:30 P.M. This firs t public 
meeting on the case to be held 
in  C leveland in several years 
w il l  be in  the Johnson Room, 
YM C A, 2200 Prospect Ave. A d ­
mission: Employed, 90 cents; 
unemployed, free.

•
NEW  YO RK

Saturday, A p r i l  26. M yra 
Tanner Weiss, 1956 V ice-Pres­
identia l candidate of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party, w il l  ta lk  
on “ The Cuban S truggle for 
Freedom.”  116 U n ive rs ity  Place.

Book-a-Month
E L CAM PESINO :

L IF E  A N D  D EA TH  
IN  SO VIET RUSSIA 
By V a len tin  Gonzalez 

A nd Ju lian  G ork in  
218 pages

O rig ina l Price $3.50 
B ook-a-M onlh Price $1 
(plus 15 cents postage) 

P IO NEER PUBLISH ER S 
116 U n ive rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3. N .Y.

Auspices: M ilita n t Labor F o r­
um. C on tribu tion  50 cents; un­
employed free.

•
LOS ANG ELES

Smorgasbord. Sat., A p r il 19, 
at 7 P.M. Forum  H all, 1702 E. 
4th St. Donation: $1.75. Ausp.: 
In te rna tiona l Socialist Review. 

•
SEATTLE

Second open forum  of the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  spring 
series: “ Am erican Youth under 
the C loud o f A tom ic  W ar,”  Ann 
Dorsey speaker. 655 M ain St. 
A p r il 19, 8:15 P.M.

Philadelphia
D r. O lio  Nalhan

Noted Economist; Executor 
of the A lbe rt E instein Estate

Speaks on

"W A R  AN D  PEACE 
IN  THE A TO M IC  A G E "

Fri., A p r i l  25 — 8:15 P.M. 
1303 W. G ira rd  Ave.

C on tribu tion  $1 
Students & Unemployed 50c1 
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum

...W alkers Ask Halt to Nuclear Testing
(Continued from Page 1) 

b low  was dealt the cold w ar 
w ith  the 50-m ile anti-bom b 
march from  London to Great 
B r ita in ’s A tom ic Weapons Re­
search Establishm ent at A lde r- 
maston. According to a N. Y. 
Times report 5,000 people mass­
ed in  T ra fa lgar Square last 
Saturday to open the demon­
stra tion fo r a un ila te ra l ha lt to 
nuclear tests.

Speakers at the ra lly  in c lud ­
ed M ichael Foot, ed ito r of the 
le ft-w in g  Labor P a rty  paper,

ShalTA-ionib’s 
Mushroom Be 
Easter Symbol?

CHICAGO, A p r il 5 — On 
this day before Easter some 
150 to 200 people demonstra­
ted in  Chicago against the 
H-Bom b tests. They conducted 
a “ poster w a lk ”  and leaflet 
d is trib u tio n  among Easter shop­
pers in  the dow ntow n “ loop” 
area and at the busy M ilw au - 
kee-Cicero intersection on C h i­
cago’s northw est side. The ac­
tion was called by the A m e ri­
can Friends Service Committee.

The fro n t page of the thou ­
sands o f leaflets d is tribu ted  
carried an illu s tra tio n  o f an 
atom ic explosion. Under i t  the 
question: "M ust th is be your 
new sym bol of Easter and 
Passover?"

There were a score or more 
slogans on the marchers’ signs. 
These included: “ End Eniw etok 
Tests,”  “ Compete w ith  Russia 
fo r Peace,”  “ Scientists agree 
Every H -Bom b Test K ills ,” 
“ A g a i n s t  D ir ty  Wars and 
‘C lean’ Bombs.”  “ A 1-Megaton 
Bomb Blast Equals 1000 Bone 
Cancers,”  “ The H-Bom b our 
Greatest Security R isk,”  “ U.S.- 
USSR. 18 M inutes bv M issile,”  
‘D isarm am ent The O nlv Race 

Everyone W ins.”  “ No Place To 
Run No Place To H ide,”  “ Were 
Men Created Equal to Be Cre­
mated Equal?”

A ll  shoppers paused to read 
the signs. Many w ent up to the 
m a r c h e r s  and congratulated 
them. “ Good, its about time 
some one protested against 
those bombs,”  was the type of 
reaction the pickets drew.

Stationed along the line  of 
march were the n a tt ily  dressed 
members of Chicago’s “ red”  
squad. T he ir eyes searched the 
faces o f the pickets try in g  to 
make identification.

Here was a quiet, d isciplined 
“w a lk-for-peace." yet the gov­
ernm ent found it  necessary to 
assign its po litica l police to 
keep the pickets under su rve il­
lance. To a cap ita lis t govern­
ment to be fo r peace is to be 
subversive.

T ribune; the Am erican pacifist, 
Bayard R ustin and others. S ix 
le ft-w in g  Labor members of 
Parliam ent, members of the 
V ic to ry  fo r Socialism group 
recently  formed w ith in  the 
party , were also reported as 
partic ipants in  the demonstra­
tion.

The Times reported tha t 1,250 
people started out on the 50- 
m ile  trek  to A lderm aston and 
more than 650 of these went 
the entire  distance. They were 
jo ined fo r the last lap by more

than 1,000 additiona l supporters.
The m ilita n t sp ir it and high 

morale of the marchers is in ­
dicated in the hostile account 
o f D rew  M iddleton, the ardent­
ly  pro-State D epartm ent corres­
pondent fo r the N.Y. Times. 
Reporting that the marchers 
had been urged not to  react 
to possible provocations çn 
route, M idd le ton added: ”  This 
may be easier to  say than do. 
The marchers included a con­
siderable percentage of Commu­
nists, B ritish  Trotskyites, fe llow

STIN G Y CONGRESS
W ith in  the shadow of the 

Capitol dome there are women 
workers in W ashington hotels 
employed at $18.80 fo r a 40- 
hour week.

FUND SCOREBOARD
C ity Quota Paid Percent

Buffa lo ................. ......... $1500 $887.93 59
South .................... 200 115.00 59
N ew ark ................. .........  265 108.00 41
Denver ............ . ..........  40 16.00 40
T w in  C ities ......... .......... 1742 683.50 39
D e tro it ................. ..........  825 315.50 38
Los Angeles ......... .......... 4600 1645.50 36
New Y ork  ........... .......... 5000 1701.45 34
Youngstown ......... .......... 300 100.00 33
Chicago ................. .........  1716 545.00 32
Cleveland ............. .......... 750 239.10 32
M ilw aukee ........... .........  300 83.00 28
St. Louis ........ ...... ....... 80 20.00 25
Oakland .........  265 60.00 23
Seattle ........ 1.......... .........  550 125.00 23
P hilade lph ia  ....... ..........  528 84.50 16
A llen tow n  ........... ..........  112 15.00 13
Boston ................... .........  600 45.00 8
P ittsburgh ........... .........  10 .--- —
San Francisco ..... .........  440 .--- —
General ................. .........  177 28.88 16

Totals through
A p r il 8 .......... ......$20,000 $6,818.36 34

...Aid Socialist Fund
(Continued from  Page 1)

unem ploym ent and reduced in ­
come of our members had us 
w orried  at the beginning of 
the drive. How could we hope 
to succeed in  th is  am bitious 
d rive  to expand the financial 
resources of the movem ent at 
a tim e when our most devoted 
supporters were being h it  by 
layoffs? The new opportun ities 
fo r socialist g row th  around a 
campaign fo r U nited Socialist 
T ickets in 1958 ce rta in ly  showed 
the need fo r the $20,000 spring 
fund w hich w il l  be fo llowed by 
a s im ila r d rive  la te r th is year. 
B u t w ou ld  th is need be met 
under the new and d iff ic u lt 
conditions?

The answer has been given 
by tw o im portan t facts in the 
d rive  thus fa r: (1) the branches 
of the SWP most a fflic ted  by 
layoffs are in  the ve ry  fo re ­
fro n t o f the d rive  and have 
even taken the lead in prom pt 
payment and determ ination  to 
get the fund in IN  F U L L  AND  
ON T IM E . (2) We are getting 
real help from  new friends and 
sympathizers o f the party  who 
agree w ith  the main objective 
of the d rive  — to get the so­
c ia lis t message before larger 
w o rk ing  class audiences in 
1958 and to un ite  socialists in 
common e ffo rt to present an

a lte rna tive  to cap ita lis t w ar 
and depression in the elections 
th is year.

WE SHOW GOOD SENSE
One fr iend  came in to  our 

office tw o  weeks ago and con­
tribu ted  $25 expressing the 
feeling tha t “ socialists are at 
last showing the good sense to 
w ork  together where they can 
agree.”  A no ther fr iend  asked 
tha t his $50 con tribu tion  be 
credited to the D e tro it quota as 
his tr ib u te  to the ir splendid job  
of co llecting 31,000 signatures 
to put the SWP on the ba llo t 
in M ichigan. From  Fresno. C a l­
ifo rn ia , a M ilita n t subscriber 
sent a renewal to r his sub and 
asked tha t the balance of his 
five -do lla r b i l l  go to the Ex» 
pansion Fund. From  B e llin g ­
ham, Washington, a friend  
writes, "Please continue your 
progressive, splendid paper to 
me. Enclosed is a ten do lla r 
b ill to help out in  your d rive  
fo r funds."

SWP branches are planning 
numerous social affairs and 
meetings throughout the coun­
try  to help raise money fo r the 
Fund. One of the best ways to 
assist our d rive  is to support 
these fnnaldens. W atch the C al­
endar of Events in  the M ilita n t. 
Come down and get acquainted 
w ith  other M ilita n t readers.

travelers and radicals from  the 
Labor party.

“ They were confident and 
cocky and often convulsed by 
the w ittic ism s they th rew  at 
policemen along the w ay.”

“ The m arch,”  he continued, 
“ is the most dram atic expres­
sion to date o f the feeling 
against nuclear tests tha t per­
vades the B ritish  L e ft.”  Accord­
ing to more ob jective reports, 
the anti-bom b sentim ent per­
vades the b u lk  o f the B ritish  
w ork ing  class in tha t country. 
SU IT A G A IN S T  TESTS

Meanwhile, a reactionary a t­
tack has been levelled here 
against Nobel p rize -w inn ing  sci­
entist L inus Pauling, Socialist 
P arty  leader Norman Thomas, 
B ritish  philosopher Bertrand 
Russell and others who on A p r il 
4 filed su it in Federal D is tr ic t 
C ourt in Washington to enjo in 
the AEC from  conducting any 
fu r th e r nuclear tests. D r. P au l­
ing  announced tha t the group 
w ould try  lo  file  s im ila r suits in  
Great B r ita in  and the USSR. 
The ir attorneys are A. L . W ir in  
of Los Angeles and Francis 
Heisler of Carmel. C alif.

In  a vicious, red -ba iting  state­
ment on the suit yesterday, Rep. 
W a lte r (D.-Pa.), chairm an of 
the House U n-Am erican A c t iv i­
ties Committee, branded N o r­
man Thomas as “ serving as a 
screen of respectab ility  w h ile  
the black hand o f the C om m u­
nists remains c lea rly  v is ib le .”

The court action w il l  serve 
to focus fu r th e r popular a t­
tention on the issue, M r. W a l­
te r ’s scurrilous how ls n o tw ith ­
standing.

CRISIS IN  TU R K EY

Economic crisis in  T urkey 
has reached such dimensions 
tha t people have to stand in 
line  fo r  as long as three or fou r 
hours before butcher shops fo r 
a meat ra tion  w h ile  the black 
m arket is booming. Even resi­
dent Americans, not in govern­
ment employ and thus unable 
to buy at the U.S. A ir  Force 
commissaries, are having great 
d iff ic u lty  in getting food, pa r­
tic u la r ly  m ilk , fo r the ir c h il­
dren.

Crisis results in large part 
from  the extrem e corruption 
and b lack m arketing  of T u r­
kish offic ia ls who have used 
U.S. funds and supplies fo r per­
sonal enrichm ent.

Last year Turkey, in re turn 
fo r selling its foreign po licy to 
the State Departm ent, received 
$80 m illio n  from  the U.S., the 
year before $135 m illion . I t  is 
now asking fo r a loan of $300 
m illio n  but U.S. offic ia ls are 
delaying and asking tha t i t  be 
given at least some assurances 
about where the money w ill 
go.

SU BSTAN DAR D

The most recent governm ent 
survey (1956) showed th a t 13 
m illio n  U.S. fam ilies were l iv ­
ing in w hat the U.S. Bureau 
o f Census defined as substand­
ard houses.

to report the facts accurately. 
They charged that AEC issued 
"incom plete and m islead ing" in ­
form ation on radioactive fa l l­
out and made facts pub lic "on ly  
under the pressure of outside 
scru tiny  by nongovernmental 
experts."

The Com m ittee fo r a Sane 
Nuclear Policy, an organization 
o f prom inent liberals, issued, 
March 7, a special study of 
"AEC  bias in favor o f op tim is­
tic in te rpre ta tions of the fa l l ­
out hazard.”  This study showed 
that the AEC was studying  the 
consumption o f strontium -90 as 
early as 1948. Yet up to 1955 
the AEC reports made no m en­
tion  of specific facts that render 
strontium -90 fa ll-o u t dangerous. 
D EFECTIVE C H ILD R EN

A fte r assuring the public that 
fa ll-o u t could not cause “ a de­
tectable increase in m utations.”  
the AEC fin a lly  adm itted that 
the "u ltim a te  w orld -w ide  in ­
crease of defective ch ildren 
(from  tests already conducted) 
is 2,500-13,000 per year.”  This 
ominous news to fu tu re  m oth ­
ers was given out on ly a fte r 
widespread investigation on the 
genetic effect of radioactive 
fa ll-o u t had developed — o u t­
side of AEC control.

I f  members of the AEC were 
to sneak around at n igh t and 
poison a few  hundred, or a few 
thousand babies, people would 
get m igh ty  ind ignant. B u t the ir 
crim e is not that d irect. They 
s im p ly  order tests tha t produce 
fa ll-ou t, strontium -90 comes 
down in  the ra in, is absorbed 
by vegetation, eaten by cows 
tha t give off m ilk  containing 
the poison. I t  Is then consumed 
by ch ild ren  who accumulate it  
in  th e ir bones. I t  can't be called 
m urder because the AEC says 
i t  is a risk  we must tolerate. 
Most of the people of the 
w orld  w ould probably disagree. 
B u t the m a jo rity  do not make 
the decisions — as yet.

The Scientists vs. AEC

The "Recession" 

Deepens
M ounting layoffs and s lim m er pay checks m ark 

a trans ition  in  the economy. Is i t  a "b rea the r" or 
the om inous prelude to a fa r worse decline? A rne 
Swabeck. author of the a rtic le  "The 'Recession' 
Deepens," in  the spring issue of In te rna tion a l So­
c ia lis t Review analyzes trends in  the main sectors 
of the economy and the g row ing  d isproportions that 
push i t  tow ard a m a jo r crisis.

Send 35c fo r a copy
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1. The People Intervene
Recently, Joseph C. Harsch, fo re ign 

affa irs expert fo r the C hris tian  Science 
M on ito r, devoted a ra the r b itte r  column 
to the fact tha t so m any people have been 
swept up by the “ anti-bom b”  movement. 
“ For some curious reason,”  Harsch com­
plained, “ popular im agination  has fixed 
on th is  weapon lth e  H -bom b] as being 
the common enemy o f m ankind, and 
overlooked others qu ite  as bad, in  some 
cases worse.”

The im m ediate reason w hy  the H- 
bomb ra the r than, say, germ w arfa re  has 
gripped the “ popu la r im ag ina tion ”  is 
read ily  apparent. Germ  w arfa re  may per­
haps be even more devastating than nu­
clear explosions. B u t hum an ity  is not 
being subjected to the effects of whole­
sale germ tests and i t  is being exposed 
to the radioactive fa llo u t from  the nearly 
200 therm onuclear weapons that have a l­
ready been exploded.

B u t the m ilita n t anti-bom b move­
ment tha t is developing across the globe 
has a significance tha t goes even beyond 
mass recognition of the dangerous affects 
of the tests. For m illio n s  of people, the 
H-bom b has become the dread symbol of 
w a r itse lf and opposition to the bomb is 
increasing ly becoming a conscious expres­
sion of opposition to war. The test issue 
has become a focal po in t fo r mass a n ti­
w ar sentim ent p r im a r ily  because w ide 
layers of the w orld 's  popula tion sense 
tha t i t  is a concrete issue on w hich mass 
pressure can make itse lf fe lt  and where 
a s ign ificant v ic to ry  can be won.

Thus, in  England, fo r example, the 
demand fo r a test ha lt is s w ift ly  devel­
oping as a po litica l struggle fo r a banning

of the bomb, removal of U.S. m issile bases 
and an end to the cold war. This move­
ment m ay w e ll topple the p ro -w ar Tory 
government.

The social and po litica l im plica tions 
of th is  w o rld -w ide  development is enor­
mous. In  “ no i'm al”  times, such issues as 
the s tockp iling  and testing o f weapons of 
w a r—as w e ll as the issue of w a r and 
peace itse lf— are genera lly  assumed to  be 
the exclusive p roperty  o f governments, 
not problems fo r the people themselves 
to decide. So when great num bers of 
people begin to act in  the fo rm  of mass 
meetings, demonstrations and marches in  
a determ ined e ffo rt to decide such issues 
fo r themselves, cap ita lism  and its gov­
ernments have serious cause fo r w o rry .

Massive popular in te rven tion  is the 
on ly  th in g  tha t can h a lt the warm akers. 
Today tha t process of in te rven tion  is be­
g inn ing  to be realized in  the dynam ic, 
in te rna tiona l anti-bom b movement. As it 
continues to grow  it  w i l l  necessarily as­
sume an ever-deeper an ti-cap ita lis t con­
tent. This is already indicated by the 
B ritis h  movement w h ich  was o rig in a lly  
sparked by scientists and o ther in te llec­
tuals. Now labor itse lf, most p a rticu la rly  
its socialist w ing, is beginn ing to assume 
leadership of the movement.

I t  is w o rth  reca lling  that the greatest 
social transform ation in  modern h is to ry— 
the Russian Revolution of 1917 — began 
w ith  the m ilita n t in te rven tion  of the 
w orkers and peasants to b ring  an end to 
war. Present mass an ti-w a r a c tiv ity , i f  i t  
continues to grow, offers every hope of 
f in a lly  cu lm ina ting  in  s im ila r social trans­
form ations.

Case of the Union Official Who Informed
By W illia m  Bundy

The U nited States A tto rney  
General's office in  Cleveland 
has been caught in  an em bar­
rassing situation in  connection 
w ith  the recent T a ft-H a rtley  
"conspiracy" tr ia l. A  good part 
of the membership of Steel 
W orkers Local 1130 in  Steuben­
v ille , Ohio, got hopping mad 
when they found out tha t the ir 
local president had acted as a 
stoolpigeon in  the tr ia l.

The local president, N ello 
Amedei, w ent to Cleveland 
early last January to tes tify  
against E ric  R ein thaler, an 
Ohio trade un ionist who had

once belonged to local 1190. 
The reaction o f the local's 
membership against the ir pres­
ident was so s t r o n g  tha t 
Amedei called upon the U.S. 
A tto rn e y ’s office in  Cleveland 
fo r help. On January 21, a le t­
te r signed by U.S. A tto rney  
Sumner Canary, d e f e n d i n g  
Amedei, was reported in the 
Steubenville  press.

Amedei also appointed a 
four-m an comm ittee from  the 
local to go to Cleveland and 
investigate his role in the tr ia l. 
He accompanied the comm ittee 
on th is tr ip .
SEE PROSECUTOR

The comm ittee's report to

the mem bership contained a 
le tte r from  Assistant Prosecut­
ing A tto rney  W. W. Green 
halgh o f the Cleveland office. 
The le tte r reads, in part, as 
fo llow s:

“  . . .  i f  some o f the mem­
bership o f local 1190 w il l  not 
believe the le tte r of United 
States A tto rn e y  Sumner Can­
ary . . . and i f  they w il l  not 
believe you a fte r ta lk in g  w ith  
me personally here in C leve­
land on January 22, 1958, then 
there is l it t le  more th a t M r. 
Canary and 1 can do. However, 
i f  th is is not satisfactory, per­
haps you can pu t me in touch 
w ith  the ind iv idua ls  who s till

L ines  A re  M o u n tin g  Notv, Too

2 . Washington Put on Spot
Since the Soviet announcement of a 

un ila te ra l test ban, the ed ito ria l columns 
o f the U.S. d a ily  press have been filled  
w ith  anguished cries about the propa­
ganda defeat tha t th is action in flic ted  on 
Washington. B u t the rea l reason fo r the 
despair and anger is de lica te ly  avoided.

The Soviet announcement coincided 
w ith  a peak of popular agitation fo r a 
ha lt to the tests. The fact tha t the USSR 
was the firs t to y ie ld  to th is  w orld  de­
mand obviously increases its prestige. 
B u t fa r more decisive, the Soviet action 
puts the U.S. squarely on the spot. The 
w orld -w ide  anti-bom b movement is now 
focused on a single target — Washington. 
This is the re a lly  b ig  reason fo r the 
gloom tha t hangs over the capital.

The scope of the problem  is indicated 
by a roundup o f w o rld  reaction to the 
Soviet decision in  the A p r i l  6 New Y o rk  
Times. These are some excerpts:

Tokyo: “ A l l  strata o f Japanese pub lic  
l ife  welcomed the Russian decision. The 
Japanese have not fo rgo tten  the A-bom b- 
ings of H irosh im a and Nagasaki . . .  I f  
the U nited States continues its nuclear 
tests u n ila te ra lly  . . . Am erica ’s friends 
in  Japan w i l l  have a d if f ic u lt  tim e  de­
fend ing W ashington’s position . . . ”

New D e lh i: “ Ever since the case o f 
the  Japanese ship L u cky  Dragon, Ind ia  
and o ther Asian countries had a fee ling  
th a t the West was too nonchalant about

ho ld ing  tests in  th is  pa rt of the w orld  
. . . ‘H a lt the tests’ has become something 
of a nationa l slogan.”

Bonn: “  . . . the Soviet Union is seen 
as having moved to break the w eary dis­
arm am ent deadlock. I f  the U n ited  States 
fa il to deal pos itive ly  w ith  the opportun­
ity ,  i t  w i l l  pay the price . . .  in  the re ­
duced regard of the a tom -fea rfu l people 
o f West G erm any.”

The grow ing  concentration o f a n ti­
w a r sentim ent against the Am erican gov­
ernm ent is not due to the nuclear-test 
issue alone. There is a grow ing, popular 
conviction throughout the w orld  tha t the 
w ar danger emanates from  the U.S. B ig- 
Business ru lin g  class and its  im peria lis t 
aims. W ashington ’s stubborn resistance to 
the demand fo r a test ban has served to 
d ram a tica lly  underscore its  reactionary 
role.

The deep crisis of U.S. fo re ign po licy 
has developed even though an organized 
mass opposition has not ye t emerged at 
home. There is, however, strong an ti-w a r 
fee ling among the Am erican people, and 
in  recent m onths the opposition has be­
gun to crysta llize , especially around the 
nuclear-test issue.

I t  is e n tire ly  rea lis tic  to antic ipate 
th a t the pow erfu l opposition abroad to 
U.S. po licy  combined w ith  a g row ing  
m ovem ent at home w i l l  force some s ign i­
ficant concessions from  W ashington fo r 
the cause of w o rld  peace,

P icture  above shows unemployed lines in  the early 1930's. A t tha t tim e President H erbert 
Hoover d id  no th ing  to a llevia te  suffering of the jobless. This tim e, both Democrats and Re­
publicans are s ta lling  on m ajor re lie f measures as unem ploym ent continues to m ount in  
indus tria l cities. (See story on page 1.)

Conflict in Japanese CP 
Involves Basic Issues

(W hen N e llo  Amedei, presi­
dent of Local 1190. U n ited  Steel 
W orkers of Am erica, Steuben­
v ille , Ohio, testified against 
E ric  R ein thaler in  the C leve­
land T -H  "conspiracy" tr ia l, he 
came under severe c ritic ism  by 
the membership. (See story this 
page.) Amledei then handpicked 
an " inves tiga ting " comm ittee 
w h i c h  in te rv iew ed W. W. 
Greenhalgh, assistant U.S. p ro ­
secuting a ttorney in  the tr ia l. 
The fo llo w in g  are excerpts of 
the "in ve s tig a tin g " committee's 
report to the membership of 
th e ir conversation w ith  Green­
halgh. The com m ittee members 
ask the questions and Green­
halgh answers.— Ed.]

(1) Q. Is M r. N e llo  Amedei 
a communist?

A. No. I f  lie was, he w ould 
be on tr ia l now . . .

(2) Q. Was or is M r. Amedei 
an employee of your Dept, or 
FBI?

A. We consider an employee 
a person who receives a m onth­
ly  o r annual salary. B u t Mr. 
Am edei was reim bursed fo r  his 
tim e  and expenses on d iffe ren t 
occasions.

(3) Q. Was he ever employed 
by the Im m ig ra tion  Dept?

A . We have reason and facts 
to believe tha t i t  is so. B u t on 
the same basis as the Justice 
D epartm ent . . .

(5) Q. Has he at any tim e 
com m itted any act o r acts 
de trim enta l to  the U.S. Steel­
w orkers of America?

A. Abso lu te ly  No! B u t he has 
been he lp fu l in prosecuting and 
is an extrem ely im portan t w it ­
ness, referred to in m y le tte r 
to you r committee.

(6) Q. Is M r. Amedei w o rthy  
of being President of a Local 
Union?

A . I w ou ld  be proud to have 
h im  as President of a union I 
belong to. I w ould  consider it  
an honor to run on his ticke t 
as V ice President in  your Local 
U nion E lection . . .

(8) Q. Is there any question 
as to his lo ya lty  as a U nited 
States Citizen?

A . He is one o f the best. 
There isn’t  ve ry  m any tha t 
w ould  th row  the irse lf open to 
c ritic ism  and persecution like  
he has. He should have the re ­

spect o f his fe llo w  employees 
and citizens of the com m unity.

(9) Q. W hat can we do in  
Local 1190 about th is bad pub­
l ic ity  and press we are getting 
when he appears in  these 
trials?

A. That was the reason I  had 
a le tte r typed and signed by 
M r. Canary, Prosecutor fo r the 
A tto rney  General Office, th in k ­
ing th a t i t  w ou ld  exonerate 
anyone most anywhere o f m is­
understanding or doubts when 
signed by him . That a rtic le  
tha t was in  the Steubenville  
H erald S tar made me mad 
when I  heard about i t  and 
read it, and I  called the H erald 
Star the next day and to ld  the 
ed itor, M ichael, tha t was a he ll 
o f a w ay to head tha t a rtic le  
you had in you r paper, and 
to ld  h im  tha t M r. Amedei was 
a w itness fo r the prosecution 
and not on tr ia l up here . . .

D ID N 'T  B E L IE V E
“ That w ar,”  M arlene D ie trich  

said o f W orld  W ar I I ,  “ I be­
lieved! I  R E A L L Y  believed. 
La ter, they wanted me to go to 
Korea, bu t I  said no, I  could 
not b e l i e v e . "  (L .A . Times, 
M arch 2, 1958.)

B y Ota Ryu

TO KYO  —  The present cen­
tra l C om m iitee of the Japanese 
Communist P a rty  has lost most 
o f its au tho rity  w ith  the party 's 
rank  and file . I t  could not cope 
d ire c tly  w ith  c ritic ism  from  the 
membership, so i t  decided to 
postpone the seventh congress 
w h ich  had been scheduled fo r 
the beginning of January.

The s ix th  congress was held 
tow ard the end o f 1947. A t 
tha t tim e, the CP controlled 
the strong trade union called 
Sanbetsu (equiva lent to the 
CIO in  the U.S.) w ith  1.5 m il­
lion  members. Its  d a ily  paper, 
Akahata (Red F lag), had a c ir­
culation of about 300,000 copies. 
The p a rty ’s general secretary 
Tokuda, w ho died a few  years 
ago, was one o f the best-known 
and most popular po litica l 
figures among the w o rk in g  peo­
ple. The Com m unist P a rty  
leadership enjoyed great au th­
o r ity  among the Communist 
w orkers and among the masses 
generally.

B u t a fte r the s ix th  congress, 
the present Com m unist P arty  
leadership showed th a t i t  is 
capable on ly  of be tray ing  the 
confidence placed in them  by 
thousands o f m ilita n ts  who 
w ant to figh t against im p e ria l­
ism and cap ita lis t exp lo ita tion .
M cA r t h u r  p u r g e

In  the m idd le  o f 1948, the 
great cap ita lis t offensive against 
the w o rk ing  class began w ith  
General Douglas M cA rth u r’s 
blessing. A c tua lly , the CP lead­
ership did not w an t to serious­
ly  figh t against th is  offensive. 
They placed a brake on the 
struggle fro m  1948 through 
1950. D u rin g  these years, a l­
most a ll Com m unist P a rty  
w orkers were th row n  off th e ir 
jobs in  the M cA rthu r-insp ired  
purge. The CP leaders took the 
position tha t they should not 
make troub le  fo r the U nited 
Slates occupation of Japan be­
cause th is m igh t d is tu rb  fr ie n d ­
ly  re lations between the U.S. 
and the Soviet Union.

In  the beginning o f 1950, 
Moscow ordered the CP to start 
figh ting  against the U.S. A rm y  
rule. The pa rty  tops then un­
dertook the most s tup id ly  ad­
ven tu ris tic  tactic  imaginable. 
They organized a “ revo lu tion ­
ary a rm y" and fro m  tim e to 
tim e  attacked isolated police 
stations. The CP had lost its 
in te rna l democracy com pletely, 
so tha t th is stupid tactic could 
continue fo r a few  years.

A fte r the Geneva Conference 
and especially since the 20th 
Congress of the Communist 
P a rty  o f the Soviet Union, the 
CP leadership turned toward 
the social democracy. Now, 
more and more, one can not 
see the difference between the 
policies of the CP and the re ­
fo rm is t Socialist Party.

For 12 ye a rs j'- th ^ 'ra n k -a n d - 
file  C om m unist P a rty  members 
were prevented even in  a fo r ­
m al sense fro m  p a rtic ipa ting  in

General Douglas M cA rth u r, 
who became a w o rld  symbol 
o f reactionary Am erican m il­
ita rism , u tilize d  his power as 
head of the U.S. a rm y of oc­
cupation in  Japan in  1948 to 
insp ire  the launching of a 
fierce w itch -h u n t against the 
Japanese Com m unist Party.

fo rm u la ting  the party  line . And 
du ring  those tw e lve  years they 
lost th e ir  confidence in the 
leadership.
D R A FT PROGRAM

The CP leadership presented 
the new d ra ft program  tow ard 
the end o f last September. In  
th is  document it  is stated that 
Japan w il l  firs t have to go 
through a people’s democratic 
revo lu tion  before a socialist 
one. The trans ition  to socialism, 
i t  says, can be made in a con­
s titu tio n a l and peaceful w ay.

The Tokyo local comm ittee 
has expressed strong critic ism  
o f th is  document— especially of 
the pro jection o f the “ people’s 
democratic re vo lu tio n " instead 
o f the  struggle fo r  socialism as 
the next task before the party . 
The Tokyo local committee 
w h ile  itse lf advancing many 
opportun ist positions, stands to 
the le ft o f the top leadership. 
This is h ig h ly  significant be­
cause one th ird  of the CP 
members are in  Tokyo.

The Kansai local committee, 
w h ich  stands at the head o f the 
CP’s second largest center fo l 
lowed the lead of the Tokyo 
local.

Most CP m ilitan ts  are against 
the concept of the two-stage 
revo lu tion . Some o f them have 
also e x p r e s s e d  themselves 
against sowing illusions about 
a peaceful trans ition  to social­
ism. They are s til l s trong ly in-

O N LY  3 ARE A S IA N
The U.S.-sponsored and sup­

ported Southeast Asia T reaty 
O rganization (SEATO) is com 
posed of e ight nations, only 
three of which are Asian. The 
others are the U.S., B rita in , 
Franpe, A ustra lia  and New 
Zealand. O f the three Asian 
members, Pakistan is no t even 
in Southeast Asia, on ly T h a il­
and and the P h ilipp ines are.

fiuenced by S ta lin is t policies, 
bu t they cannot bear the pres­
ent bureaucratic regime in  the 
party . The Tokyo local com­
m ittee stated that at the sev­
enth congress the sick elements 
o f the C entra l Com m ittee — 
w hich they charge was* never 
elected by the p a rty  —  should 
be removed, and new blood 
w h ich  ran through the mass 
movement should be elected 
instead.

I t  was because o f such 
threats to its tenure that the 
CP leadership decided to post­
pone the seventh congress. 
STUDENTS M OVE LE FT  

B u t a loss of posts is not the 
on ly  danger confron ting  the 
CP tops. The strong opposition­
al cu rren t threatens to go be­
yond the bounds o f adherence 
to S ta lin ism  set by the present 
dissident leaders. This is a l­
ready to be seen in the case of 
student CP members, w ho are 
tire lessly  searching fo r the real 
Leninism . In  the course o f tha t 
process they have begun to 
re th in k  the fundam ental per­
spectives o f S talin ism .

F o r the firs t tim e, young 
Communists, not as isolated in ­
d iv idua ls but as a group, are 
tu rn in g  to T ro tsky ism  fo r  a 
revo lu tiona ry  - socialist answer 
to th e ir questions. Should the 
ideas they are beginning to 
adopt spread th roughout the 
CP, the present in te rna l ideo­
logical struggle w il l  m ature to 
the po in t where not on ly  the 
present leadership w il l  lose 
control, bu t also the position of 
various va c illa tin g  opposition 
elements w il l  be put in ques­
tion.

The leadership has tr ied  to 
conclude a compromise w ith  
the present oppositionist lead­
ers, so fa r  w ith o u t success. 
Th is is a very good sign. For 
the Japanese Com m unist Party  
to be transform ed in to  a genu­
ine ly  revo lu tiona iy-soc ia lis t o r­
ganization. i t  is firs t necessary 
tha t the die-hard S ta lin ists be 
r e m o v e d  f r o m  leadership. 
O therw ise, i t  is inevitable  tha t 
the CP w il l  ra d ica lly  decline 
and become a tin y  sect of no 
im portance in  the Japanese 
labor movement.

place no confidence in M r. 
Amedei, U nited States A tto rney 
Canary, the Investiga ting  Coin- 
m itltee  and m yself.”

This th in ly  veiled th rea t—an 
in v ita tio n  to the investigating 
com m ittee to tu rn  the names 
of Am edei’s opponents over to 
the F B I— failed to s ilent those 
who were disgusted w ith  the 
in form er. As th is  is being w r it  
ten, Am edei faces renewed an­
ger of the membership because 
of an expense account of almost 
S500 he reported ly  subm itted 
fo r his committee's one-day, 
100-mile tr ip  to the C leveland 
A tto rney  General's office.

The investigating  com m ittee’s 
report was d is tribu ted  to the 
membership on a lea fle t. One 
side contained ten questions 
posed by the com m ittee to 
Greenhalgh, and his answers. 
TSee e x c e r p t s ,  th is  page.] 
G reenhalgh’s le tte r was repro­
duced on the other side. 
C AU G H T IN  L IE  

A  comparison o f the tw o 
sides reveals a g la ring  contra­
d ic tion  in the prosecuting a t­
to rney ’s statements. In  his le t­
ter, G r e e n h a l g h  says that 
Amedei “ testified tha t du ring  
September. 1949, E ric  R e in tha l­
er . .  . approached h im  w ith  
an offer to sign a false Non- 
C o m m u n i s t  a ffidav it. Mr. 
Amedei refused to do so.”

The fo llo w in g  exchange, be­
tween the investigating com­
m ittee and Greenhalgh, appears 
on the other side o f the leaflet: 
“ (ques.) Has he [A m ede i] been 
a communist since 1944? (ans.) 
No."

B u t if- Am edei had not been 
a C om m unist since 1944, R ein­
tha le r could not possibly have 
asked h im  to sign a “ false”  
non - Communist a ffid a v it in 
1949. When Am edei was re ­
ported ly asked about th is in a 
union meeting fo llow ing  the

d is trib u tio n  o f the lea fle t, h« 
said he couldn’t say any th ing  
about it  because o f “ security.’'  
T liis  produced laughter in  the  
hall.

The prosecuting a tto rney’s 
le tte r also revealed the Gov­
ernm ent’s plans to use the  
C leveland case as a precedent 
f o r  w idespread prosecutions 
th roughout the labor move­
ment. "Th is  case," w ro te  Green­
halgh, " is  the firs t case o f Us 
k ind  ever to be prosecuted by  
the Government. Its  na tiona l 
im portance as a weapon, in  the  
Governm ent arsenal in  the  
figh t against the in filt ra tio n  o f 
Com m unism  in to  the  trade 
union movement c a n n o t  be 
overemphasized."

Under the precedent in v o lv ­
ed in  th is  case, the G ovem m éht 
need on ly  a ttem pt to prove 
tha t unionists have associated 
w ith  s i g n e r s  o f a llegedly 

false”  non-Com m unist a ffida­
vits. A lm ost no active un ion ist 
is im m une from  prosecution 
under such “ c o n s p i r a c y ”  
charges.
UNIONS B A C K  V IC T IM S

The seven defendents in the  
Cleveland case who were con­
victed in  January— on the  tes­
tim ony o f such witnesses as 
Amedei— have announced th e ir 
in ten tion  to appeal. Concern 
over the case is being express­
ed in im portan t sections o f the 
union movement. The M ahon­
ing C ounty CIO Council, w h ich  
includes the Youngstown steel 
area, has recently gone on rec­
ord condemning the  C leveland 
T -H  “ conspiracy”  prosecution^. 
This fo llow ed action by thé 
Wayne C ounty (D e tro it) CIO 
Council w h ich  c o n t r i b u t e d  
money to the defense o f the 
victim s. S im ila r action has been 
taken by A F L -C IO  local union» 
in Chicago. C leveland, DetroU 
and Youngstown.

World Euents
A  M I L L I O N  F R E N C H  

W ORKERS staged a 24-hour 
“ w a rn ing ”  s tr ike  on A p r i l  1. 
Those g iv in g  th is  effective 
w arn ing  tha t wage increases 
had better be fo rthcom ing or 
else, were w orkers in govern­
ment-operated pub lic  services, 
inc lud ing  tra in , streetcar, bus 
transporation, gas and electric. 
Most encouraging aspect of the 
im pressively effective s t r i k e  
was tha t a ll r iv a l unions in the 
field w en t out— they were the 
Com m unist P arty-led  CGT, the 
Socialist Force O uvriere  and 
the C atholic CFTC. The wage
increases demanded run  from
10 to 25%.

* * #
I N  J A P A N  over 150.000 

chemical w orkers, coal m iners 
and e lectric w orkers staged a 
24-hour general s trike  on A p r il 
5 fo r im m ediate wage increases 
and fr in g e  benefits.

*  *  *

B AR C ELO N A  W O R K E R S
ended th e ir  slow-down and 
folded-arm s dem onstrations on 
A p r il 5. O n ly s ix m a jo r plants, 
closed by governm ent lock-out 
on March 26, fa iled  to reopen. 
These, however, opened th e ir  
pay w indow s and gave each 
w o rke r a fu l l  week’s wages. 
This concession by the Franco 
regim e was o ffic ia lly  described 
as a decision by the p lan t m an­
agements to consider the pre­
vious week as a paid vacation. 
Some 40,000 w orkers were in ­
volved in the slow-dow n strikes 
in almost every branch o f in ­
dus try  in Barcelona. The n o rth ­
ern province o f A sturias re ­
mains under a state o f m artia l 
law  proclaim ed to force m iners 
back to w o rk  a fte r a tw o-w eek 
strike .

• » »
B A H A M A S  IS LA N D S  L A ­

BOR leader Ronald Fawkes 
has ju s t finished a ten-day vis­
it to the U.S. to  en lis t the sup­
port of A F L -C IO  labor leaders 
to the struggle of the Bahamas 
Federation of Labor against a l­
most medieval economic and 
po litica l conditions. The BH F 
led an 18-day general s tr ike  in 
Nassau last January. I t  began 
w ith  a w a lkou t o f ta x i d rive rs  
and hote l w orkers who are fo r 
bidden by law  to belong to

LABO R  COST A N D  PRICES
Labor cost per un it produced 

in U.S. factories went up only 
an average of 2% over the past 
five years, b u t wholesale indus­
tr ia l prices of the units produc­
ed rose 11%. Y ou-know -w ho 
got the difference.

1917-1957
A  special ed ition  o f Peter 

Fryer's The N ew sletter hon­
oring the 40th A nn ive rsary  
of the Russian Revolution.

40 pages 30 cents
O rder from :
The M ilita n t 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N. Y.

unions. The s tr ike  ra p id ly  took 
on p o lit ica l slogans —  fo r  en­
franchisem ent of the islands’
80.000 Negroes. B ritish  colonia l 
secretary A lan  Lennox-Boyd, 
soon to confer w ith  Fawkes, i» 
expected to offer reform s in ­
c lud ing  a change in the constf?- 
tu tion  so th a t about one -th ird  
o f the Negro popu la tion  w il l  
get the vote. Fawkes says tf ia t 
i f  the concessions are not su f­
ficient, “ phase tw o of our s tr ike
w il l  begin.”

*  *  *

W. G ER M AN  STEEL STR IK E
by 65,000, to be fo llow ed by
119.000 more in  tw o  in s ta ll­
ments a few  days apart, was 
n a rro w ly  averted on A p r i l  8 by  
Ruhr- capita lists, w ho ju s t a 
few  hours before the s tr ike  
deadline made a compromise 
o ffe r on wages and a shorter 
w o rk  week w h ich  was ten ta­
t iv e ly  accepted by the union.

*  » *

C H IL E A N  S T R I K E R S  a t
Chuquicamata, the w orld 's  la r­
gest copper mine, have rejected 
a 25% wage increase. These 
6,300 employes o f the Anaconda 
Copper Co. po in t ou t th a t the  
rag ing in fla tion  makes th is  o f­
fe r com plete ly inadequate.

*  *  *

Y U G O S L A V  WORKERS*
com plaints against bureaucracy 
and abuse of p riv ileges by fac­
to ry  director's plus demands to'r 
wage increases and bette r l i v ­
ing conditions have b rought 
about a governm ental shake-up. 
Trouble  - shooter V ukm anovic- 
Tempo has been named to  head 
the Yugoslav Labor Councfl. 
The T ito  regime was ga lvaniz­
ed in to  action b y . a m iner»’
s tr ike  at T rb o v lje  last January.

•  * *
P A K IS T A N  is a land  o f

gloom, deep d issatisfaction anid 
anger, according to N. Y . T im as 
correspondent A . M . Rosenthal, 
w r it in g  fro m  Karach i. Th is  is 
the on ly  sizable na tion  in  A sia  
to fo llo w  the line  la id  d o w n . 
the U.S. State Departmen 
About 40% o f the governm ent’s 
operating budget is supplied b y  
the U.S. Nonetheless: “ The dis­
enchantm ent w ith  affa irs 9* 
home grows. B u t even faster is 
the g row th  of disenchantment 
w ith  Pakistan’s W estern allies.”

BOSTON
W o rk e rs  E d u c a tio n a l C enter, G a ins­

borough  B ldg ., 295 H u n tin g to n  Ave. 
B U F F A L O
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D E T R O IT
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W ed. 8 -10  P .M .; Sat. 12-5 P .M . 
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O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y
P.O . Box 341, B e rke ley  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and  C am ­

pa ign  H d q trs . S o c i a l i s t  W o rk e r .  
P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve .
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The M ili ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4» 

Open W ed. 4 -0  P .M .; S at. I I  A J 4 . to  
3 P.M .

S E A T T L E
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a t 10:30  P .M .
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Booming but Risky Business
One of the v irtues of capita lism , w h ich  

w ou ld  be irre tr ie v a b ly  lost under socialist 
reg im entation, is tha t somebody can a l­
ways make money out of another’s m isery. 
A n  unemployed w orker, who has ju s t lost 
h is home or had his auto repossessed, 
should not w a llow  in  narrow  se lf-p ity  bu t 
ra the r console h im se lf w ith  the broad, 
overa ll v iew  that the transaction was not 
a complete loss because i t  gave em ploy­
m ent and p ro fit to others. And though he 
m ay be personally inconvenienced, s t il l 
he has con tribu ted  his p a trio tic  b it to 
s tim u la ting  the economy.

That m any workers are he lp ing to 
s tim u la te  the flagging economy is brought 
out by the report of the Am erican Col­
lectors Association tha t 1958 repossessions 
are already 87'/f h igher than 1957 — 
w h ich  itse lf wasn’t  a bad year fo r repos­
sessions.

The inheren t dynam ism  of free en­
terp rise  is am ply proved by the new 
methods and advanced technology em­
ployed by th is  increasingly v ita l sector 
of people’s capita lism . Curious as to ju s t 
how one goes about tak ing  away a m an’s 
car, the W a ll S treet Journa l (A p r il 8), 
asked an expert employed by finance 
companies, banks, c red it agencies, etc.

“ We ‘steal’ most of our cars,”  was the 
h ig h ly  accurate rep ly  from  Lee Exeter, 
owner of the Rhode Island State Detec­
tiv e  Bureau in  Providence. “ W ith  special 
bu rg la r tools,”  the a rtic le  continues, “ he 
and his staff o f eight, operating in two-

way-radio-equipped cars can get in to  a 
locked auto ‘w ith o u t breaking doors, w in ­
dows, or locks,’ and then jum p  the ig n i­
tion  and sh ift w ires under the hood to 
s ta rt the m otor and d rive  away. The next 
m orn ing  the d isgrun tled  debtor usually 
calls the police, in d igna n tly  reporting  his 
car stolen, bu t the officer, notified by M r. 
Exeter, w i l l  ca lm ly  te ll h im  who took his 
car, and where he can go to recla im  i t  by 
paying w ha t he owes.”

“ Taking a long cigar out of his mouth, 
sunglass-wearing detective Exeter ex­
pla ins w hy  stea lthy operations are pre­
ferred to knocking on the door and de­
m anding the car keys: ‘I ’ve had m y men 
clubbed, stabbed and shot at, so we a l­
ways t r y  to take the car by peaceful 
means.’ ”

That onto the balance sheet of even 
th is most flou rish ing  sector of recession- 
struck free enterprise a l i t t le  gloom m ust 
fa ll, is revealed by the fo llow ing  incident.

“ A  Chicago repossessor w ent to an 
Illin o is  fa rm  one n igh t to ‘yank ’ a truck, 
and found i t  loaded w ith  manure. W ant­
ing  to spread the w o rk  load, he w ent in to  
a nearby tow n to h ire  a helper and they 
shoveled away u n til the tru ck  was empty. 
Suddenly the door o f the seem ingly de­
serted farmhouse opened, and an e lde rly  
woman said, ‘Thanks, boys, we’ve been 
w ondering how to get tha t tru ck  unload­
ed. Now you ju s t run  along.’ Since she 
was enforcing her request w ith  a leveled 
shotgun, they obeyed.”

The Queer One
—  By George Lavan ■ 1

Some decades back a Republican w it  de­
clared tha t Democratic P arty  po litic ians had 
b u t tw o  aims— grand and pe tty  larceny. This 
by-and-lai'ge true  characterization, of course, 
neglected to define the aims of the po litic ians 
in  the Republican Party. B u t when the re ­
fresh ing ly  fra n k  statement was made i t  p rob­
ab ly  applied more to Democratic politicos 
than to Republican. For by then the Repub­
lican machine had contro lled the W hite  House, 
Congress and the m ajor state governments fo r 
a p re tty  long stretch. Consequently the Dem­
ocratic politicos were hungrie r fo r  the “ re ­
w ards”  of po litica l office. H unger doesn’t make 
fo r  refined table or po litica l manners.

The Republican office holders hadn 't 
abandoned grand and pe tty  larceny—fa r from  
it. B u t they had had the leisure and security 
w h ich  is necessary fo r the developm ent of any 
a r t form . A nd so they had elaborated a whole 
s tructure  of refinements upon the cruder and 
hum bler techniques invented by the long line  
o f crooks, con-men, boodlers and sw indlers 
w ho had preceded them as "p u b lic  servants" 
back in to  the mists o f a n tiq u ity .

This refined technique is today the com­
mon property and practice of both cap ita lis t 
parties. N ot that good old g and p have d is­
appeared from  W ashington. The cu rren t “ in ­
vestiga tion”  of the Federal Communications 
Commission by the most re luc tan t investigat­
ing  com m ittee in U.S. h is to ry  shows th a t it  
s t i l l  flourishes. B u t i t  also shows how in fe rio r 
i t  is. to  Am erican know-how 's most advanced, 
automated technique. The proof? W hy the 
FCC commissioners are caught red-handed and 
already Commissioner M ack has had to resign 
in  disgrace.

Ignored by most newspapers, buried  in 
the others, was a very unusual inc iden t that 
took place du ring  the FCC investigation. On 
A p r i l  4, a freak was on the stand. N ot tha t 
anyone could te ll t i l l  she started ta lk ing , fo r 
to  a ll outw ard appearance Frieda Hennock is 
a norm al woman. B u t her testim ony made her 
stand out like  a fu ll-ga rbed  eskimo at a 
nud is t party .

B y  some po litica l boner she had once 
been appointed to the FCC. There she revealed 
her dangerous thoughts and so was replaced 
b y  a safe and solid free-enterpriser— the now ­
departing M r. Mack.

M iss Hennock to ld the investigators tha t 
th e y  should stop wasting the ir tim e  on the 
penny-ante g ra ft exposed so fa r and get to 
the  heart of the m atte r —  “ the monopolistic 
forces that contro l the en tire  field of T V  and 
rad io .”  "Three men in  New Y o rk ,"  she said 
re fe rrin g  to the heads of the NBC, ABC and

CBS networks, contro lled 80% of everyth ing  
seen on T V  and were responsible fo r stunting 
the medium 's development. To these Miss 
Hennock added the Am erican Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., w h ich  owns the transmission 
c ircu its  fo r radio and TV  c ircu it hook-ups.

B randing herself thereby as a screwball 
in the eyes o f a ll Washington officia ls, Miss 
Hennock stated her sincere be lie f tha t the a ir 
waves belonged to the people and tha t B ig 
Business should not be allowed to prevent 
educational and cu ltu ra l use of television. I t  
was her attem pt as an FCC commissioner to 
get some l it t le  b it o f the frequencies allocated 
to educational TV  tha t got her dumped off the 
commission.

“ The fact is I was not reappointed, and I 
fought those interests. A ll I know is tha t I 
was kicked off the commission unceremonious­
ly  because Commissioner Mack was so badly 
needed on the commission.”  Before th a t she 
“ heard rum ors about how certa in large in te r­
ests fe lt  about m y w ork. I ju s t assumed I was 
m arked fo r extinc tion . I ’ve been in the w o rld  
long enough to know  the signs.”  F u rthe r con­
firm ing  w hat a queer one Miss Hennock is by 
W ashington standards, is the fact tha t w h ile  
on the FCC she always insisted on paying her 
own trave l, hotel and other expenses.

Miss Hennock puts her finger on the 
significance o f the revelations so fa r brought 
out in  the FCC investigation. The grand and 
pe tty  larcency exposures do not invo lve  tak ing  
something from  the pub lic  and selling i t  to 
th is o r tha t corporation. The misdeeds charged 
are of one corporation getting a T V  channel 
tha t another was conn iv ing  for. The aggrieved 
pa rty  docs not appear as the pub lic  — fo r i t  
was sold out long ago by the FCC — but the 
corporation w hich got done out o f “ its ”  free 
m u lti-m illio n -d o lla r slice of A m erica ’s a ir 
waves.

Iro n ica lly  enough, the FCC and a ll the 
Other independent governm ent agencies s till 
due fo r a once-over-ligh tly  investigation by 
the embarrassed House committee, are a her­
itage from  the trus t-busting  crusade. They 
were set up to defend the public in terest in 
these v ita l areas be tte r than could the W hite 
House or Congress, who were considered too 
susceptible, to  the big economic interests. B u t 
th is  was another of the trust-busters’ illusions. 
The monopolies s im p ly  took over the inde­
pendent agencies tha t were supposed to watch 
and regulate them. So today, the commissions 
lik e  the FCC are less governm ent agencies 
than branch offices o f the corporate giants 
they are supposed to protect the Am erican 
people against.

Worker's Bookshelf
A M E R IC A N  LABO R  STRUG­
GLES. By Samuel Yellen. 398 
pp. Paper. $1.50 plus 15c post­
age.

For those unacquainted w ith  
Am erican labor h is to ry  th is  is 
an excellent book to begin 
w ith . U nion members should 
read i t  to  learn how unionism 
was b u ilt  in Am erica, and so­
cialists w il l  find i t  no t on ly  a 
storehouse of in fo rm ation  but 
an inva luable  tool fo r  the ir
educational w ork.* • * * * * *
TH E  T H IR D  IN T E R N A T IO N ­
A L  AFTER  LE N IN . By Leon 
T ro tsky . 416 pp. C loth: $4.00, 
Paper: $2.50.

A n  indispensable source fo r 
the study o f the degeneration 
o f the Soviet Com m unist Party  
and the rise of S ta lin ism . The 
actual in te rna l documents put 
ou t by  T ro tsky  and the Le ft 
Opposition in 1927 but supress- 
ed from  party  members by the 
regime. W ith  a new in troduc­
tion.

•  •  •

TH E JU D G M EN T OF JU L- 
IU S  A N D  E TH EL ROSEN- 
BERG. By John W exley, 672 
pp.. $5.00.

A n  intensive, ca re fu lly  doc­
umented exam ination of the 
tr ia l o f the Rosenbergs and 
M orton Sobell O f th is  book, 
a rev iew  in  the W estern Po­

lit ica l Q uarte rly  by Prof. F ran ­
cis D. W orm uth said: “ O bv i­
ously the D epartm ent of Jus­
tice cannot answer a ll c r i t i ­
cisms. B u t unless i t  answers 
M r. W exley’s, we m ust con­
clude tha t the Rosenberg case 
is our D reyfus case, outdoing 
the firs t in sordidness, crue lty
and te rro r.”

*  *  •

THE N A T IO N A L -L IB E R A T IO N  
M O VEM EN T IN  THE EAST. 
By V . I. Lenin. 348 pp. $1.00 
plus 15c postage.

Excerpts, articles and speech­
es from  1914 to 1923, some of 
w h ich  have never before ap­
peared in English, on a subject 
which today is of p rim e im ­
portance.

•  •  *

THE F O U N D A T I O N S  OF 
C H R IS T IA N IT Y . By K a rl Kaut- 
sky. 401 pp. O rig in a lly  $5.50. 
Now $3.00 plus 15c postage.

An e x tra o rd ina rily  profound 
historical s tudy of the h ithe rto  
unexplained and unexplored or­
igins of C h ris tian ity . A  M arx is t 
classic.

» *  •

IN  DEFENSE OF M A R XISM .
By Leon Tro tsky. 211 pp. $2.75,

A collection of artic les w r it ­
ten upon the occasion o f a b it ­
te r po litica l and theoretical
figh t among Am erican socialists 
on the eve of W orld  W ar II .

T ro tsky  discusses, among many 
other subjects, the need fo r  so­
cialists everywhere to defend 
the Soviet Union and the cen­
tra l role of d ia lectica l method 
in M arxism .

•  *  *

THE STRUGGLE FOR A  PRO- 
L E T A R IA N  PAR TY. By James 
P. Cannon. 302 pp. $2.75.

A veteran w a rr io r in  the 
Am erican class struggle —  an 
IW W  m ilita n t, Socialist P arty  
leader in  the m id-west, a 
founder of the Communist 
Party, and the present cha ir­
man of the Socialist W orkers 
Party  —  reviews the lessons 
learned fo r  the bu ild ing  o f a 
working-class party  of social­
ism in th is country.

*  *  *

RUSSIAN YO U TH  A W A K E S — 
An Eyewitness Report. By 
Maurice Pelter. 14 pp. 10 cents.

This pam phlet from  Great 
B rita in  by a young man of po­
lit ica l perspicacity, who a ttend­
ed the Youth Festival in Mos­
cow last summer, gives the 
most s ta rtling  and illu m in a tin g  
account of the present fram e 
of m ind of Soviet students and 
inte llectuals.

*  •  •
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Ala. Negroes Mass at Capitol
New Republic 
Hits Record of 
Judge Kaufman

The projected appointm ent of 
Judge Irv in g  Kaufm an, who 
presided at the tr ia l o f Ju lius 
and E thel Rosenberg, to the 
U.S. C ourt of Appeals in  New 
Y ork  is causing uneasiness even 
in  circles tha t declare they are 
convinced the Rosenbergs were 
g u ilty  as charged.

Th is uneasiness is reflected 
in a sharply-w orded ed ito ria l 
in  the A p r i l  7 issue o f the 
NeW Republic.

The ed ito ria l points out: “ The 
m atter is o f some importance. 
A  shorthand w ay o f ind ica ting  
w hy the appointm ent is d is tu rb ­
ing w ould  be to  say: the death 
sentence in the espionage pros­
ecution of Ju lius  and E thel 
Rosenberg.”

Com m enting on K au fm an ’s 
com pletely “ und isting u i s h e d, 
even ind istingu ishab le”  career 
as a ju r is t, the ed ito ria l con­
cludes, “ in  sum, the reason fo r 
his pre ferm ent is the unprece­
dented death sentence he saw 
fit to impose, a fte r some ra ther 
pub lic soul-searching and p ray­
er, on Ju lius  and E the l Rosen­
berg."

CAUSE FOR UNEASINESS

R eite ra ting  its be lie f tha t the 
Rosenberg ve rd ic t was just, the 
New Republic adds however, 
“ . . . the heightened atmos­
phere in  w h ich  i t  was tried  
gave cause fo r uneasiness.”

“ B u t,”  the e d ito ria l continues, 
“ the fe roc ity  o f the sentence — 
and sentences are in  ou r sys­
tem v ir tu a lly  unreview able by 
higher courts —  reflected no 
cred it on Am erican adm in is tra ­
tion  o f justice.”

In  conclusion the New Re­
public says tha t " . . . to honor 
the sentence by honoring a man 
whose on ly  c la im  to d is tinc tion  
i t  is — fha t is callous almost 
to the po in t of indecency."

Helen Sobell 
To Speak at 
Detroit Meeting

D ETR O IT —  The M orion  So­
bell Case w il l  be discussed by 
his w ife , Helen Sobell. at a 
pub lic  meeting here on Tues­
day, A p r il 22, at 8:30 p.m. I t  
w il l  be held at the Central 
M ethodist Church, W oodward 
and East Adams, under the 
auspices of the D e tro it branch 
of the Com m ittee to Secure 
Justice fo r M orton Sobell.

The meeting w il l  g ive De­
tro ite rs  an oppo rtun ity  to learn 
about the latest developments 
in  the case and to jo in  w ith  
the many thousands o f A m e ri­
cans who believe Sobell should 
have a new tr ia l o r presidentia l 
pardon. Mrs. Sobell, m aking 
her firs t appearance here in 
years, w i l l  also report on her 
husband’s recent transfer from  
A lcatraz to A tla n ta  Peniten­
tia ry .

The national Sobell com m it­
tee is engaged in a campaign to 
collect one m illio n  signatures 
th is year to a pe tition  asking 
President Eisenhower to  grant 
executive com m utation or help 
secure a new tr ia l. M ichigan 
signers of the appeal include 
Judge P a trick  H . O 'Brien, Dr. 
H enry H it t  Crane, Prof. A nato l 
Rappaport, Rabbi Oscar F le i- 
shaker and Mrs. C lara M. V in ­
cent.

Rev. F. L . S hu ltlesw orth  (le ft) o f B irm ingham , A la., to ­
gether w ith  other parents of fou r Negro pupils, has filed 
federal su it to get Alabam a's segregationist "school place­
m ent" law  declared unconstitu tiona l. He is shown here w ith  
friends fo llow ing  the bom bing of his home by racists, 
Christmas 1956.

L A . County FEP B ill 
K illed  by Supervisors

B y H ilde  McLeod

LOS AN G ELES —  The long-awaited hearing of the 
County Board of Supervisors on a F a ir Em ploym ent 
Practices ordinance took place M arch 18. Supervisor John 
Anson Ford's proposed o r d i ­
nance had the support of the
N AAC P and the labor move­
ment. Supervisor D orn ’s substi­
tute, in troduced about a month 
ago —  no doubt to fu l f i l l  his 
recent election promises — 
served as a well-greased tobog­
gan fo r  tossing any county 
FEPC in to  the discard.

In  opening the hearing the 
Board Chairm an made a big 
po in t o f the Supervisors’ gen­
erosity in a llow ing  the hearing 
at a ll since they had the legal 
r ig h t to  pass ordinances w ith ­
out lis ten ing  to people’s op in­
ions. In  paym ent fo r th is  "gen­
erosity,”  he asked spokesmen 
to be brie f.
LABO R  SPEAKERS

A tto rney  Loren M ille r, Co- 
Chairm an o f  the C om m ittee  -of 
Equal Em ploym ent O pportun ity , 
fo rce fu lly  exposed the legal 
“ jokers”  in  D orn ’s proposal and 
asked fo r  the passage of Ford ’s 
o rig ina l law . He was fo llowed 
by speakers representing the 
N AAC P, se%rera l churches, the 
CIO Council and the A FL-C IO  
Council. i

C lear and convincing evidence 
was given fhat p riva te  em ploy­
m ent agencies had been in ­
structed by several hundred 
employers tha t no non-whites 
be referred to them fo r jobs. 
A  social w o rke r to ld o f the 
g row ing problem  of discouraged 
youth  due to insecurity  from  
racia l d iscrim ination .

Then the B ig  Business oppo­
sition  was g iven the floor. Ran­
dolph Van Nostrand spoke fo r 
the Merchants and M anufac­
turers Association. In  rude and 
contemptuous terms he denied

the existence o f d iscrim ination. 
He stated tha t he represented 
1,200 employers w ho employ
600,000 persons. And then he 
asked in  a sneering tone how 
m any the FEPC adherents em­
ploy?

Supervisor D orn  apparently 
d idn ’t  re a lly  expect his sub­
s titu te  proposal to pass. He 
seemed qu ite  undismayed by 
the opposition to any FEPC. He 
could te ll his constituents tha t 
he in troduced a proposal as he 
promised. A nd  how many 
w ould  know  tha t he wrecked 
FEPC chances in  the process?

The Board o f Supervisors 
passed the buck to the state, 
sending a resolution to Sacra­
mento fo r a stale FEPC.

Hold Easter Protest 
Over Legal Murder

B y John Thayer
The Negro people of M ontgom ery, A labama, again 

made h istory. Th is tim e  w ith  an unprecedented mass 
protest ra lly  against J im -C row  justice  before the state 
C apitol on Easter Sunday. The*----------------------------------------------------
instance o f racist in justice, ex­
em p lify in g  the whole Southern 
Way o f L ife , tha t the ra lly  p ro ­
tested was the recent e lectro­
cution o f one man — Negro, 
and the fa ilu re  o f authorities 
even to arrest another man — 
w hite, though both a llegedly 
com m itted the same crim e — 
c rim ina l assault.

The man executed was 22- 
year-o ld Jerem iah Reeves, Jr., 
who denied the charge o f a t­
tacking a w h ite  woman, t i l l  the 
end. D u ring  his tr ia l he m a in ­
tained th a t a “ confession”  ob­
tained fro m  h im  a fte r his a r­
rest had been extorted by po­
lice methods w h ich  included 
strapping h im  in the e lectric 
cha ir and th rea ten ing  to th row  
the sw itch  unless he signed. 
W H ITE  N O T IN D IC TE D

The w h ite  man, who the 
Negro com m unity  alleges b ru ­
ta lly  attacked a colored woman, 
the ve ry  day before young 
Reeves’ execution, has gone 
scot free —  not even indicted.

Rev. M artin  L u the r K ing , of 
bus-boycott fame, to ld  the m eet­
ing th a t Negroes in  the Soutn 
"are robbed openly w ith  l it t le  
hope o f redress.”  He praised 
the Easter Sunday ra l ly  as a 
“ spontaneous reaction on the 
pa rt o f Negroes to the recent 
e lectrocution o f J e r e m i a h  
Reeves, J r.”

According to the B ig  Business 
d a ily  press, w hich ignored or 
played down the h is to ric  m eet­
ing, the audience numbered 
"over 2,000." W hatever num ber 
attended, they d id  so in  the 
face of K u  K lu x  K la n  threats. 
On F riday  n igh t racists painted 
25 to 30 K K K  signs about 
three-feet high on the streets 
o f M ontgom ery, inc lud ing  a 
num ber around the scheduled 
site o f the ra lly  a t the A la ­
bama Capitol. Police and Cap­
ito l guards claimed not to  have 
seen the painters.

More signs appeared S atu r­
day n ight. Undeterred by these 
threats, M ontgom ery Negroes 
massed before the C apito l at 
the appointed tim e. The area 
b ris tled  w ith  c ity  police and

REV. M A R T IN  L. K IN G

state cops. There was no in te r­
ference, however, w ith  the 
meeting.

The protest was called by un ­
signed leaflets w h ich  circu la ted 
th roughout the Negro com m un­
ity  the preceding Thursday. 
S ta ting tim e, place and purpose, 
th e y  called fo r an “ o rderly , d ig ­
nified protest.”

A no the r b lood-curd ling  ex­
ample of J im -C row  lynch law  
occurred in  Ta llu lah , Louisiana, 
on March 27. The sheriff phoned 
C. S. G undy and said: “ Y ou r 
son is at the ja il.  Come and 
get h im .”

“ Is he h u rt? ”  the fa the r ask­
ed.

“ H e’s dead,”  was the rep ly.
Young G undy's crim e had 

been keeping company w ith  a 
w h ite  g ir l in  tow n. Police found 
out about i t  and trapped them 
together in  a car. Young G undy 
was pu t in to  the rear of the 
police car and there shot e ight 
times, "T ry in g  to escape," is 
the o ffic ia l story. The g ir l is 
charged w ith  "m iscegenation," 
the D ix ie land  w ord fo r in te r­
racia l association.

LO W  INCOM E BR AC KET
Before the recession more 

than 14 m illio n  Am erican fam ­
ilies had incomes o f less than 
$3,000 a year (i.e. less than 
$57.69 per week). O f these over 
five m illion  had incomes of less 
than $40 per week.
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...Layoffs Rise Steeply
( Continued from  Page 1) 

Moreover, unto ld  thousands of 
people are each week exhaust­
ing th e ir benefits. According to 
the Labor-Commerce D epart­
ments' report on March 15 
there were 1,446,000 who had 
been out o f w o rk  fo r 15 weeks 
or more. In  the e ight industria l 
states w h ich  publish such fig ­
ures, 62,400 jobless exhausted 
th e ir benefits in  February and 
another 80.000 in the firs t fou r 
weeks o f March.
P LA N T  SHUT-DOW NS

That more w orkers arc going 
to be consigned by the corpora­
tions to the arm y o f the un­
employed is clear from  the 
steady stream o f la yo ff and 
p l a n t  shut-down announce­
ments. For example. Ford sus­
pended a ll auto assembly p lant 
operations fo r the week begin­
ning A p r il 7 in Dallas, San Jose,

Memphis, Chester and Lou is­
v ille . A  fo llow -up  layo ff is to 
take place at the la tte r p lant 
upon re-opening. General M o­
tors announced a week's shu t­
down o f its engine p la n t in  
Tonawanda, N. Y. fo r A p r il 14. 
In  M ichigan a year’s shut-down 
of the small C hevrolet truck  
p lant at W illo w  Run w il l  id le  
over 400.

U. S. Steel announced the 
tw o-w eek shut-down of a Steel 
and W ire  D iv is ion  p lan t in  
Donora, Pa., tha t w il l  id le  about 
1,300. Bethlehem Steel w il l  
close its Lackawanna s tr ip  m ill 
fo r a week. This m ill,  w h ich 
used to h ire  about 2,000, has 
recently  employed between 500 
and 700. In  Spokane, Kaiser 
A lu m in u m  announced a layoff 
reducing a w o rk  force o rig in a lly  
1,570 to about 950.

Since auto sales fo r March 
were the lowest fo r any month

since March o f 1952, there is 
l it t le  prospect of im provem ent 
fo r the w orkers o f tha t c ity . 
S im ila r ly  w ith  the other d u r­
able goods industries and basic 
metals, tha t centra l core of 
U.S. industry, w here unem­
ploym ent is so concentrated. 
Steel production is below 50% 
o f capacity and expected to 
stay there or drop even more.

The prospects fo r the sum­
m er are p re tty  dim . In  June 
nearly tw o m illio n  young men 
and women w il l  come out o f 
the high schools and colleges 
w ith  sm aller chances o f getting 
a decent job than any graduates 
since the famous Class of 1929.

O ther e c o n o m i c  indicators 
show: U.S. exports in  Feb.
were 13% below Jan.; business 
fa ilures, h igher in  1957 than 
in  any year since 1939, are s ti l l  
increasing —  352 in  the week 
ending A p r il 3.

Program to Fight Unemployment
(1) O rganizaiion of the unem ployed by the labor movement. For union un ­

employed committees to figh t th e ir  jobless members' grievances on reh iring , un ­
em ploym ent compensation, rent, mortgage and ins ta llm en t payments, re lie f, etc.

(2) U nem ploym ent compensation to a ll jobless for the entire  period of unem ­
p loym ent at trade-union wages.

(3) A  30-hour week at 40 hours' pay to be the num ber one demand of a ll 
unions in  contract negotiations. Am end federal and state wage-and-hours laws to 
include 30-for-40.

(4) A  g iant pub lic  w orks program  at trade-union wages to b u ild  a ll the 
schools, hospitals, low-cost housing, h ighw ays and other useful and peaceful con­
struction  needed in  th is  coun try  today.

(5) U nion action and FEP laws to prevent d iscrim ina tion  in  layoffs, reh iring , 
unem ploym ent compensation, pub lic -w orks  h iring , re lie f, etc.

(6) A debt m ora to rium  fo r the unem ployed. No evictions or foreclosures on 
homes, autos or appliances.

(7) No taxes on yea rly  incomes of $7.500 or less. End w ith h o ld in g  and sales 
taxes to restore w orkers ' purchasing power. Tax the rich  and the corporations.

(8) Bu ild  a Labor P a rty  based on the unions in  alliance w ith  m in o r ity  peo­
ples and w ork ing  farmers.

F iles Desegregation S u it


