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SOVIET TEST HALT JOLTS WASHINGTON
The recession deepens. The lines at the unem ploy­

m ent compensation offices lengthen, despite the dropping 
out each week of thousands whose benefits have expired. 
A lm ost half of the country's 143*-
m ajor indus tria l centers are 
now classified as distress or " la ­
bor surp lus" areas.

The much-heralded “ spring 
up tu rn ," on expectation of 
w h ich  the Republican adm inis­
tra tion  and Democratic Con­
gress base the ir do-noth ing po l­
icies, has been a fizzle. The sea­
sonal increase in jobs, resu lt­
ing from  resum ption of con­
s truction operations and the 
Easter shopping, proved too 
weak to tu rn  the economic tide. 
The ominous unem ploym ent fig ­
ures have resumed th e ir clim b. 
Compensation claims fo r the 
week ending M arch 21 in ­
creased in such key centers as 
Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, 
C leveland, and Los Angeles.

In  New Y ork C ity  —  t i l l  now 
less hard h it  because of the 
commercial and diversified char­
acter of its  economy —  that 
same week showed a jum p  in 
unem ploym ent claims o f nearly 
10,000. The situation w il l  get 
even worse in  the next few 
weeks w ith  the post-Easter la y ­
offs.
EASTER EGG

" It 's  la id  an egg," is fhe way 
re ta il businessmen are describ­
ing th is year's Easter season. 
D epartm ent store sales na tion ­
a lly  are runn ing  below the 
same week last year though

force is unemployed: many of 
the jobless te x tile  w orkers have 
exhausted unem ploym ent bene­
fits: 500 fam ilies da ily  app ly to 
the Overseers o f the Poor fo r 
free food. A round Houston, 
Texas, authorities have to d is­
tr ib u te  surplus food to jobless 
inc lud ing  those s t i l l  d raw ing  
u n e m p l o y m e n t  compensa­
tion  bu t unable to feed the ir 
fam ilies on the small amounts. 
In  Lev ittow n , Pa., the “ model" 
tow n b u ilt to house w orkers 
from  U.S. Steel’s huge, new 
Fairless Works, home foreclos­
ures and evictions are becoming 
commonplace.

In  the face of a ll th is. Con­
gress continues the b i-partisan 
sta ll on adequate emergency 
legislation. Back on March 8 
Eisenhower conceded the need 
to extend jobless benefits fo r 
another 13 weeks. The Ken- 
nedy-M cCarthy b ill, authoriz ing 
th is  extension and an increase 
in  benefits from  the present 
average o f $28 w eekly to about 
$38. has been bogged down in 
the House fo r alm ost a month 
now. I t  is th is  b ill which the 
A F L -C IO  leadership calls for.
FOR D U R ATIO N

The firs t demand from  an im ­
portan t un ion leader fo r more 
than the inadequate Kennedy- 
M cC arthy b il l  came from  Thom

norm a lly  they should be 6% as Kennedy, V ice-President of
higher because Easter is earlie r 
th is year.

The desperate situation of 
the unemployed is reported 
from  all over the U.S. In  B id- 
deford, M-.ine (pop. 20,000), fo r 
example, one-th ird  of the labor

the U nited M ine W orkers. He 
to ld an audience of 5,000 West 
V irg in ia  soft-coal m iners on 
A p r il 1 tha t compensation 
"should  be paid fo r the du ra ­
tion  of unem ploym ent, not fo r 
26 or 30 weeks as i t  is now ."

By M u rry  Weiss 
N ational Fund D rive  D irector

A P R IL  2 —  The Socialist W orkers P a rty  is appealing 
to a ll its friends and sympathizers to p itch  in  and help 
raise a S20.000 Socialist Expansion Fund th is  spring. A t
the one-th ird  m ark in the campaign,
SWP branches have fu lfil le d  27% 
o f th e ir quotas. Despite the con­
tinued 8% lag, numerous assurances 
arc coming in that the fu l l  quota 
w i l l  be raised by the May 31 dead­
line. A good part of these assur­
ances are based on the conviction 
tha t friends of the party , including 
w orkers ju s t becoming interested in 
socialism, w il l  respond to th is ap­
peal. The experience of the firsi 
month o f the drive  seems to jus tify  
th is  expectation.

For example, T w in  C ities Fund 
D irecto r Fannie C urran w rites: "We 
arc c ircu la riz ing  our friends anc 
sympathizers fo r funds in  th is cam­
paign. We have already had very 
good success as we have collected 
$142 from  friends so fa r.”  Thi: 
means tha t more than one-th ird  th< 
am ount sent in thus fa r by the 
T w in  C ities branch has come fro ir  
these friends.

M any o f the branches are plan 
n ing  Fund affa irs to help raise 
money from  circles beyond theii 
membership. In  our opin ion suci 
affa irs provide the means fo r mak 
ing the Fund D rive  an im portani 
po litica l a c tiv ity  w here socialist 
m inded w orkers can gather togethei 
in a united and fra te rna l e ffo rt tc 
expand the socialist m ovem ent ir 
1958.

The B u f f a l o  
branch is s t i l l  
leading the d rive  
w ith  49% quota 
fu lfillm e n t. A n d  
the D etro it branch 
took a jum p  from  
seventh place to 
second during  the 
last week. These 
a r c  t h e  t w o  
branches w h i c h 
are the hardest 
h it  by unem ploy­
m ent and short 
w o rk  weeks! The 
Y o u n g s t o w n  
branch, which has 
s u f f e r e d  from (Lo ti tinucd on ['age 2)

The Senate labor-probe com­
m ittee  concluded five weeks of 
hearings on the K oh le r s trike  
M erch 29 and p rom p tly  began 
hearings on the 1955 Perfect 
C irc le  dispute. Both strikes in ­
volved locals of the U nited 
A u to  W orkers. This phase of 
the committee's activ ities  has 
featured attempts to smear the 
U A W  w ith  respons ib ility  fo r 
s tr ike  violence. I t  is also a 
propaganda assist to the big 
three auto corporations w ith  
w h ich  the U AW  has just be­
gun contract negotiations. 
M E A N Y 'S  BLAS T

As the K oh le r hearings con­
cluded, the com m ittee’s latest 
an ti-labor activ ities  were de­
nounced by George Meany and 
W alte r Reuther — who had pre­
v ious ly  given support to the 
com m ittee —  in the sharpest 
terms yet used by top A FL-C IO  
officials. In  addition, Senator 
Pat V. McNamara (D -M ich.) re ­
signed from  the comm ittee 
March 31 declaring that the 
hearings were “ rigged against 
labor.”

A FL-C IO  president George 
Meany denounced the com­
m ittee ’s report on its firs t year 
o f probing. He said it  was a 
“ d isgraceful example of the use 
of sensationalism”  and “ raises 
grave doubts as to the im pa r­
t ia lity  and o b je c tiv ity  and in ­
te g rity  of its fu tu re  operations.” 
The com m ittee report, pub lish ­
ed March 24, recommended 
legis lation s im ila r to that p re­
v iously proposed by Eisen­
how er —  v ir tu a lly  requ iring  
governm ent licensing of union 
a c tiv ity . I t  was supported by 
the “ lib e ra l”  Democrat, K en ­
nedy of Massachusetts, and all 
other members of the com­
m ittee except McNamara. U n­
t i l  McNamara qu it, the Com­
m ittee had four Democrats and 
fo u r Republicans.
DESIG NED A G A IN S T  UAW

Reuther centered his attack 
on three o f the Republican sen­
ators, B a rry  G oldw ater o f A r i­
zona, Carl T. C urtis  o f Nebras­
ka and K a rl M undt of South 
Dakota. He saifl th e ir handling 
o f the K oh le r hearings was 
“ pa rt of a design”  to destroy 
Reuther and the UAW .

A c tua lly , the Democrats are 
responsible fo r a llow ing  Mundt. 
G oldw ater and C urtis to have 
the ir w ay in  the committee. In 
the firs t place, the Democratic 
Senate m a jo rity  d id  not have 
to give the Republicans half 

( Continued on Page 2)

Khrushchev 
Takes Top Post 
In Soviet Govt.

By George Lavan
Khrushchev's assumption of 

the prem iership on March 27, 
thus becoming holder of the 
tw o top posts in the USSR — 
head of the Communist Party 
and head of the governm ent — 
m erely formalizes what had 
been the power ac tua lity  since 
last October.

That Khrushchev w aited five 
months to oust Bu lganin  and 
take the prem iership himsell 
s im ply shows how secure his 
predominance was in those 
months and his new found taste, 
w hich he can now afford, for 
doing things w ith  due legal 
fo rm a lity .
DAYS NUMBERED

That P rem ier B u lgan in ’s days 
in  the top leadership were 
numbered has been no secret 
over since he guessed wrong 
last summer when M olotov, M a l­
enkov and Kaganovitch mus­
tered a m a jo rity  in the party 
pracsidium to oust Khrushchev. 
Bulganin, who knew the rules 
o f the game, forgot his “ loya l­
ty ”  to Khrushchev and c lim b ­
ed onto the m a jo rity  band­
wagon. B ut Khrushchev broke 
the rules by refusing to accept 
the praesid ium ’s vote and car­
ry ing  the issue to w ha t had 
theretofore been the p re s id ­
ium 's subordinate body, the 
125-man c e n t r a l  committee, 

(Continued on Pa&e 2)

A tta cke d  by A n t i-L a b o r  Senators

K oh le r s trikers such as these were attacked by an ti-labor Senators du ring  recent 
hearings of the Senate labor-probe committee. This p icture  was taken in  1955 at a p lan t gate 
in  Kohler, Wise., when the strike  was one year old. I t N entered its .fifth  year A p r il 5.

Who Prevents Peace — 
Let The Record Speak

A N  E D IT O R IA L

“ The banner o f peace now flies over 
the K re m lin ”  complained the editors of 
the N.Y. Post, A p r il 1, a fte r the Soviet 
Union announced its decision to abandon 
nuclear tests. The effect of the U.S. State 
D epartm ent’s rep ly , they continue, “ w il l  
be in fin ites im a l compared to the explosive 
psychological im pact of the Russian ac­
tion .”

The Post is wrong. U.S. insistence on 
continuation of nuclear tests w il l  have a 
great, bu t ’undesired, effect on the war- 
weary people of the w orld . W ashington's 
obstinate position w il l  make itse lf fe lt 
w ith  increasing impact — a radioactive 
impact — w ith  every H-bomb it  explodes 
in the coming spring series. Each test in  
the Pacific, as i t  adds to the radioactive 
poison in  the atmosphere, w il l  rem ind 
everyone that the Soviet Union agreed to 
a ban on tests and the U n ited  States d id  
not. The anger already fe lt by hum an ity  
at U.S. refusal to end the race tow ard an­
n ih ila tio n  w i l l  m ount.

A “ Bluff” ? Call It!
The banner of peace flies over the 

K rem lin  and the B ig Business ru lers of 
Am erica are increasing ly exposed as the 
real source of the w ar danger to the 
w orld . No amount of squirm ing, d ip lo ­
m atic confusion or legalistic verbiage w i l l  
obscure the source of the th rea t to peace.

The apologists fo r W all Street argue 
that the Soviet statement is on ly propa­
ganda; tha t nuclear tests can be conducted 
secretly, w ith o u t the w o r ld ’s knowledge. 
This is a lie. The U nited States, fo r ex­
ample, has complete data on the last nu­
clear tests of the Soviet Union. “ So effec­
tive  is the system of detection,”  w rites 
syndicated co lum nist M arquis Childs 
(A p r il 1), “ that we know exactly  where 
ihc tests were conducted. We know the 
yie ld of rad ioactive fa llo u t they sent in to  
the atmosphere. We know the chemical 
makeup o f the weapons tested and the 
exact num ber.”

But a ll th is  in fo rm ation  is top-secret. 
H a rd ly  to the Soviet Union. But to the 
American people. The U.S. governm ent 
has gone to fantastic lengths to conceal 
in fo rm ation  about the tests. O nly last 
year the A tom ic Energy Commission 
falsely reported results of its  own under­
ground test in  Nevada. I t  claimed the ex­
plosion was detectable fo r on ly a few 
hundred m iles, whereas in tru th  i t  was 
easily detectable at least as fa r away as 
Alaska.

The U.S. im peria lis ts  cla im  the Soviet 
Union is b lu ffin g  and w i l l  p robab ly  re ­
sume tests a fte r the U.S. and B rita in  
have completed theirs. In  that case, any­
one who isn 't hell-bent fo r w ar m ight 
reasonably ask, "W hy  not call the b lu ff 
of the Soviet Union — if  b lu ff you th in k  
it  is?" I f  the U. S. and the B ritish  give up 
th e ir test plans th is  spring, w ou ld  i t  not 
be a devastating exposure of the Soviet 
Union i f  i t  resumed testing?

Lack the Desire
The U.S. could capture the peace ban­

ner tha t flies on top of the K rem lin . I f  
the U.S. not on ly  agreed to abandon nu­
clear tests, but also announced i t  w ould 
im m edia te ly  end a ll production of nu­
clear bombs, scrap a ll its  ex is ting  nuclear 
weapons and fore ign bases, who then 
w ould accuse the U.S. of plans fo r war?

B ut i t  is not tha t the U.S. State De­
partm ent lacks “ idea m en” and clever 
propagandists, i t  lacks a desire fo r peace. 
The record speaks c lea rly  enough.

The U nited States was the firs t and 
on ly  nation to drop atom bombs on people 
— a fte r Japan had already sued fo r peace. 
I t  was the U nited States, not the Soviet 
Union, tha t devastated Korea w ith  napalm 
bombs, threatened to use the A-bom b on 
Asians again, and ventured to the b rin k  
o f w ar w ith  China.

I t  was the U nited States that subsi­
dized French i m p e r i a l i s m ’ s w a r in 
Indo-China and ventured again to the 
b r in k  o f w a r when the French forces 
proved unable to conquer the Vietnamese 
people. I t  is the U nited States tha t today 
s u b s i d i z e s  French im peria lism ’s w ar 
against the people of A lgeria . And fina lly  
i t  is the U.S. tha t has surrounded the 
Soviet Union w ith  bomber bases, which 
arc now being converted fo r rockets.

Labor Should Act
The Big Business ru le rs  o f th is coun­

try  cherish the cap ita lis t system and its 
profits fa r more than peace. But the 
Am erican people earnestly w ant peace. 
The troub le  is tha t they have no say in 
foreign policy. I f  peace is to be won, the 
Am erican people through th e ir own o r­
ganizations — p r im a r ily  the labor move­
ment — must in tervene in  the sphere of 
fore ign po licy  w h ich for a ll too long they 
have allowed to be a monopoly of the 
B ig Business interests.

By H a rry  R ing
A P R IL  I — W orld -w ide  opposition to nuclear testing 

registered a m ajor advance w ith  yesterday's announce­
ment of the USSR's decision to ha lt its  test explosions 
of atomic and hydrogen bombs>-----------------------------------------------
The Soviet action dealt a stun­
ning new setback to the p ro ­
w ar diplom acy of the U.S. gov­
ernm ent and its allies.

For tw o years W ashington 
has defied global pub lic opinion 
by refusing to  accept Soviet 
offers o f an agreement fo r a 
m onitored ban on such tests. 
The present Soviet action puts 
Washington squarely on the 
spot —  i f  the deadly tests con­
tinue, the en tire  w orld  w il l  
know beyond doubt who is re ­
sponsible.
M ERCILESS PRESSURE

W hile  the adm in istra tion 's  
in it ia l reaction to the Moscow 
declaration appeared to be one 
o f stiffened determ ination  to 
keep the tests going, i t  actua lly 
is under merciless pressure now 
to consent to some k in d  of 
agreement to ha lt the tests. 
Several of the State D epart­
ment's favored correspondents 
are know ing ly  p red icting tha t 
fo llow ing  the scheduled A p r il 
blasts in the Pacific, the U.S. 
may agree to a test suspension.

Meanwhile, the Capital is 
steeped in  gloom over w hat it 
sees as a spectacular propagan­
da v ic to ry  fo r the Soviet Union. 
"Propaganda A -B om b,”  laments 
the headline in today’s New 
Y ork  W orld-Telegram . "Russia 
undoubted ly w il l  w in  w o rld  
praise fo r her ‘peace’ gesture, 
w h ile  Am erica appears stub­
born and addicted to horror- 
bomb testing,”  the a rtic le  con­
tinues.

The U.S. "has come in fo  the 
propaganda arena w ith  one eye, 
and like  Carmen Basilio, i t  has 
taken a te rrib le  beating," w rote 
James Reslon in  the New Y ork  
Times. "Th is was the tragedy of 
Washington ton igh t as i t  tr ied  
to deal w ith  the announce­
ment . . ."

U.S. im peria lism ’s d iff ic u lty  
in  dealing w ith  the Soviet an­
nouncement is no t exaggerated. 
A round the globe, m illions  of 
people now recognize w ith

H a lt  T h is !

F illin g  the atmosphere w ith  
more rad ioac tiv ity , the mush­
room cloud from  a U.S. test 
explosion b illow s tow ard the 
stratosphere.

alarm  that radioactive fa llo u t 
is a te rrib le  menace to the 
health of hum anity . A nd a ll o f 
the b itte r words about superior 
Soviet propaganda techniques 
cannot erase the fact tha t th is  
pa rticu la r piece of “ propa­
ganda”  is not composed o f mere 
words. The USSR has in form ed 
the w o rld  tha t it  is g iv ing  up 
the atmosphere-poisoning tests. 
N oth ing  less than s im ila r ac­
tion  by the U.S. and Great 
B rita in  can counteract that.

(Continued on Page 2)

By Tom Leonard
M IN N E A P O LIS , M arch 24— The union movement has 

taken a positive step tow ard p rov id ing  organized leader­
ship fo r the unemployed in  th is  c ity . Last Wednesday 
over a thousand w orkers at-*- 
tended a pub lic  ra lly  at F.D.R.
M em oria l H a ll to deal w ith  the 
grow ing unem ploym ent in th is 
area. The meeting was spon­
sored by the Hennepin County 
CIO Council, and. according to 
its chairman. St. C la ir Beeman. 
it  was endorsed by the M inne ­
apolis Central Labor U nion and 
the local Teamsters.

Beginning March 10, leaflets 
announcing the meeting were 
d is tribu ted  at the unem ploy­
ment office in th is c ity . Some 
25,000 leaflets were d is tribu ted  
in the days proceeding the 
ra lly . According to the M inne­
apolis M orning T ribune  an es­
tim ated 135,000 w orkers are 
u n e m p l o y e d  in Minnesota 
— about one-tenth o f the stale's 
labor force.
ITS  PROGRAM

The program  raised by the 
CIO Council to combat unem­
p loym ent includes the demand 
tha t “ unem ploym ent compensa­
tion  should be increased to a 
m in im um  of 39 weeks and pay­
ments increased to 50% of the 
ind iv idua l's  regu lar wage w ith  
a m axim um  of tw o -th irds  of 
the slate average wage.”  It 
called fo r an im m ediate sur­
plus-food program, increase of 
the m in im um  wage, a two- 
month m oratorium  on federal 
w ithho ld ing  tax, increased So­
cial S ecurity benefits, and a 
libe ra liza tion  of re lie f board 
policies.

Featured speaker at the meet­
ing was Governor O rv ille  Free­
man (Dem ocrat-Farm er Labor) 
who blamed every th ing  on the 
Republican national adm in is tra ­

tion. Beeman, the chairman, 
told the audience, “ th is is no t a 
tim e  fo r hopelessness, but a 
tim e fo r anger”  and “ i t ’s tim e 
to get a l it t le  nasty w ith  people 
who w on 't do w hat you w ant 
them to do.”  He also said, “ o r­
ganized or unorganized, there 
is only one instrum ent that you 
have to serve you in th is em ­
eu genev, and that is organized 
labor.”

D uring  the question and d is­
cussion period, several un ion­
ists in  the audience urged fo r ­
mation of a perm anent com m it­
tee of the unemployed, organ­
ized by the trade union move­
ment.

One w orke r from  Local 1140 
of the U nited E lectrica l W ork ­
ers (UE) in form ed the meeting 
that his local had already fo rm ­
ed an unemployed committee 
and called upon the sponsors 
of the ra lly  to send out letters 
to a ll union locals urg ing them 
to do the same.
CARDS SIG NED

Beeman in form ed the meet­
ing that a tem porary com m ittee 
and been form ed and tha t 
unemployed w orkers could get 
in fo rm ation  loca lly  regarding 
th e ir personal problems by te le­
phoning Beatrice K irs tin , C IO 
Representative on the Com­
m un ity  S e r v i c e s  Committee 
(FEderal 2-5275). P rio r to the 
meeting, cards were d is tribu ted  
asking fo r names and addresses 
and comments on w hat to do 
about unem ploym ent. Beeman 
inform ed the signers of these 
cards that they w ould be n o ti­
fied o f any meetings held in  
the fu tu re .

More Jobless, 
But Congress 
Is Still Stalling

Senate Quiz 
Of Reuther 
Shows Bias

American Ruling Class 
Views Peace Move by 
Soviet as a “ Tragedy”

Minneapolis Labor 
Holds Jobless Meet

Friends Respond to A ppeal 
O f Socialist Expansion Fund
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Dr. Roberts Campaigns 
As Socialist in California

SAN FRANCISCO — Dr. H o l­
land Roberts, noted West Coast 
educator, has entered the con­
test fo r Slate Superintendent ol 
Public Ins truction  in the June 
3 C a lifo rn ia  p rim ary  elections 
on an independent socialist 
basis. H is candidacy has already 
won support from  a w ide range 
Of socialist, libe ra l and union 
forces. V incent H a llinan  w il l  
act as state campaign manager.

Dr. Roberts’ program calls fo r 
ending loya lty  oaths and other 
w itch -h u n tin g  devices and fo r 
using a big slice of the m ilita ry  
budget to bu ild  more schools 
and pay h igher salaries to 
teachers. He has declared that 
the Democratic and Republican 
parties are sta rv ing  the schools 
and w asting the substance of 
the people. “ N oth ing less than 
a complete change of our eco­
nom ic and social system can 
save our schools from  decay 
and our c iv iliza tion  from  col­
lapse,” he concludes.
RECORD AS EDUCATOR

Dr. Roberts, a fo rm er Associ­
ate Professor o f Education at 
Stanford U n ive rs ity , has fo r 40 
years been a s ta lw a rt fighter 
fo r progressive methods and 
freedom of thought in the edu­
cational system. He recently 
directed the C a lifo rn ia  Labor 
School w hich was strangled by 
a noose held at one end by the 
Subversive A c tiv itie s  Control 
Board w itch -hun te rs  and at the 
other end by Treasury officials.

In  a statement fo llow ing  the 
announcement o f his candidacy. 
Dr. Roberts said:

“ O ur shattering crisis in 
Am erican education is moral 
and economic. A  society which 
pays out more every year fo r 
liq u o r and tobacco than fo r the 
education of its ch ild ren  is 
tra ve llin g  down the road to 
national bankruptcy.

“ The b ipartisan adm in istra ­
tion  in W ashington is wasting 
the substance o f the people in 
preparations to destroy our c iv ­
iliza tion . The 45 b illio n  do lla r 
budget voted to blow  up the 
w orld  at the command of the 
merchants of death is fina l proof 
o f the se n ility  o f the Demo­
cratic  and Republican parties.

DR. H O LLA N D  ROBERTS

They are offering the people 
on ly depression, death and de­
struction.

"A m erican schools are sta rv­
ing and our ch ildren are being 
cheated of the ir b ir th r ig h t. Our 
ablest young people refuse to 
enter teaching, the profession 
w ithou t a fu tu re , and the most 
capable, experienced teachers 
are leaving to go in to  w o rk  that 
pays more than a bare liv in g  
wage. Two hundred thousand 
ch ild ren  in  C a lifo rn ia  alone are 
in  double end tr ip le  shifts. They 
are getting only a cut-down, 
ha lf-day's schooling.

“ For a tim e the decay of our 
once proud Am erican school 
system could be covered w ith  a 
curta in  of words. Now Sputniks 
1 and I I  have broadcast to the 
w hole w orld  the decadence of 
the po litica l and financial lead­
ers who dom inate Am erica to ­
day. They cannot evade respon­
s ib il ity  fo r th e ir actions. The ir 
greed has laid the basis fo r 
the ir dow nfa ll.

“ The Soviet Union is spend­
ing 10 percent of its national 
income fo r education as com­
pared to two to three percent 
in the U nited States. I have ob­
served Soviet schools and co l­
leges at firs t hand and have 
talked w ith  ch ildren and teach­

ers in Poland and Czechoslo­
vakia. These countries dedicat­
ed to the bu ild ing  o f socialism 
provide every possible advan­
tage fo r th e ir ch ild ren  and they 
are reaping the harvest o f the 
w o rld ’s most effective educa­
tiona l system.
PEN N Y-P IN C H IN G

“ Our country can do as w e ll, 
bu t the tim e is late. We can 
have better schoo ls 'w ith  low er 
taxes if  on ly one-fifth  of the 
present w ar budget were used 
fo r bu ild ing  more schools and 
paying higher salaries to teach­
ers.

“ B u t Congress is p roving  
every day tha t it  is on ly pre­
tending it  w il l  pay fo r a sound 
system o f public schools. The 
plans fo r spending are m iserly, 
the contradictions are deep, and 
the 10 b illions the schools must 
have are already pledged to the 
w ar makers.

“ The people o f the U nited 
States w il l  soon discover tha t 
noth ing less than a complete 
change o f our social and eco­
nomic system w il l  save our 
schools from  decay and our 
c iv iliza tio n  from  collapse. As 
they face the struggle w ith  
monopoly fo r the education of 
th e ir ch ildren, they w il l  find 
tha t only a socialist Am erica 
w il l  safeguard th e ir ch ildren. 
O n ly under socialism can we 
educate a ll our ch ildren up to 
the fu ll developm ent of the ir 
capabilities.”

Dr. Roberts' program called 
for:

1) E fforts to secure 45,000 
new qualified teachers fo r the 
state. He proposed a m in im um  
salary range from  $5,000 a 
year at the beginning to $10,000 
a fte r ten years of service. He 
also called fo r an end to " lo y a l­
ty  oaths" and other restrictions 
tha t discourage teachers from  
th in k in g  independently.

2) The construction of 300 
new schools in  the state to re ­
lieve  overcrowding and halt 
ha lf-day sessions. "L e t us put 
union men to w ork  on bu ild ing  
the 4,000 classrooms our c h il­
dren lack, w ith  the necessary 
lib raries, science laboratories 
and gymnasiums," he urged.

The un ited socialist campaign in  Chicago's Second 
Congressional D is tr ic t fo r Rev. Joseph P. K ing , Pastor of 
the In te rna tion a l Church and President of the W ashing­
ton Park Forum, has golten*- 
down to brass tacks. The or

REV. JOSEPH P. K IN G , 
independent socialist candi­
date fo r Congress, 2nd D is­
tr ic t, Illino is .

Detroit Group 
Launches New 
Socialist Forum

D ETR O IT —  A  public sym­
posium on “ D isarm ament, Co­
existence and W orld  Po litics” 
w il l  be held Thursday, A p ril 
10, 8 P.M., at the Central
M ethodist Church, W oodward 
and East Adams. I t  is spon­
sored by the United D etro it 
Forum, w hich recently ran a 
successful m eeting fo r A. J. 
Musle, chairm an o f the A m e ri­
can Forum for Socialist Educa­
tion.

A lthough  not a ffilia ted  w ith  
the Am erican Forum, the 
United D e tro it Forum shares its 
desire to encourage free and 
untram m eled discussion of all 
social problems. I t  has inv ited  
representatives of the various 
progressive and radical groups 
in D e tro it to present the ir 
views at the A p r il 10 sympos­
ium. The public is inv ited .

REMEMBER?
An a rtic le  published by the 

U nited Auto  W orkers back in 
A p ril, 1949, has Ihe heading: 
“ W hat’s W rong W ith  Profit- 
Sharing Plans?”  The a rtic le ’s 
answer says in part: “ They un­
derm ine purchasing power when 

I you need purchasing power 
, most; they make w orkers pay 
fo r company mistakes: and they 
don’t w o rk .”

ganizing comm ittee called a 
meeting on A p r il 2 to plan the 
actual legw ork of getting the 
required number of signatures 
to pu l an independent candi­
date on the ba llo t and to map 
out other practical campaign 
w ork.

To this meeting a ll socialist 
organizations in the Chicago 
area were inv ited  by special 
le tter. In  it Rev. K ing  wrote: 
“ This is not to deny the ex is t­
ence o f differences between the 
socialist tendencies. B u t fra ­
ternal cooperation and so lidar­
ity  in practical action need not 
exclude differences of opinion, 
and does not exclude discussion 
and debate as we go along. But 
w h ile  we discuss our d iffe r­
ences, we should also remember

cia lis i leadership must be p ro ­
vided. C erta in ly  the capita list 
libera ls are not going to lead 
the way out of cap ita lis t decay 
fo r the w o rk in g  class.”

Another le tte r was sent to 
socialist and socialist-m inded 
ind iv idua ls  in  the Chicago area. 
They were inv ited  to attend the 
organization meeting and to 
partic ipa te  in the campaign.

The le tte r pointed out the 
encouraging progress made in 
l it t le  over a m onth since the 
idea of a un ited socialist cam 
paign was broached. "Today 
we have a un ited sponsoring 
committee, a united program, a 
un ited  candidate. These steps 
were endorsed at our last meet­
ing M arch 13 at the Essex 
C om m unity C hurch." I t  was 
also noted tha t the projected

w h a t’ we have in common as « m Pa i9 "  had a lreadY received
socialists and act together in 
support of it.
N O N E X C L U S IV E

“ We have said at the outset 
and we repeat: our campaign is 
an endeavor to un ite  the broad­
est socialist forces around a 
concrete issue.

“ In  our opinion it  is not most 
im portan t who or w ha t party  
w ill contend w ith  the parties 
of capitalism , although we be­
lieve tha t l it t le  can be accom­
plished w ithou t working-class 
party  organization.

“ W hat is uppermost today, in 
the forthcom ing electoral con­
test is not who w il l  provide 
socialist leadership — but the 
burn ing  consciousness tha l so-

news coverage in  fou r national 
publications — the National 
Guardian, Ihe P ittsburgh Cour­
ier, the M ilita n t and the W ork ­
er, as w e ll as in  a local news­
paper, the Crusader. 
O U TLIN ES  PROGRAM 

The le tte r then outlined sal­
ient points o f the un ited  so­
c ia lis t candidate’s p l a t f o r m .  
B r ie fly  these are: 1) Against 
the w ar program, fo r fr ie n d ­
ship and aid to the Soviet and 
Colonial peoples; 2) Against 
Jim  Crow and police b ru ta lity ;
3) Defense o f w itch -hun t v ic ­
tims, inc lud ing  Sobell, Green, 
W inston and Potash; 4) A b o li­
tion of the House Un-Am erican 
A c tiv itie s  Committee.

...Soviet Move Jolts Washington
( Continued from  Page 1)

The fact tha t the K re m lin  
decision coincides w ith  deep- 
rooted mass sentim ent is most 
d ram atica lly  shown in the a n ti­
bomb developments in England. 
There the “ b a n - t h e - b o m b ”  
m ovem ent has swelled to the 
po in t where it is the central, 
ove rrid ing  issue of B ritish  p o li­
tics. In  recent months three by-1 
elections were decided by th is  ■ 
question, w ith  heavy m a jo r­
ities casting the ir ballots fo r 
Labor and L ibera l candidates] 
who advocated a halt to the 
tests.

A n  accurate reflection of the 
feelings of the B ritish  labor 
m ovem ent was given when the 
D a ily  Herald, long the voice of 
the r ig h t w ing  of the Labor 
Party , called fo r un ila te ra l sus­
pension by B rita in  of the tests

and a ha lt to the production of 
nuclear weapons. Then came 
the stand o f the L iverpoo l 
Trades and Labor Council in 
opposition to the bu ild ing  of 
U.S. rocket bases in B rita in  and 
in  support o f any workers who 
refused to w ork  on such con­
struction.

S im ila r senlim enls Bre held 
by Ihe ranks of labor in  West 
Germany. They were voiced ai 
a March 23 meeting where 
E rich O llenhauer, chairm an of 
the Social Democratic Party, 
declared he favored a general 
s trike  to upset the Bonn gov­
ernment's decision to accept 
nuclear arms from  the U.S. His 
stand was greeted w ith  roars of 
approval.

In th is country, anti-test sen­
tim ent is grow ing more m an i­
fest despite the fa ilu re  o f the

labor o ffic ia ldom  to spark a 
movement on the issue. Inde­
pendent scientists are conduct­
ing a vigorous exposure of the 
sin ister efforts o f the A tom ic 
Energy Commission to ju s tify  
continued testing by fa ls ify ing  
results. A lready, several thous­
and U.S. scientists have de­
manded a test ban.

These are a ll factors w hich 
give the Soviet action the char­
acter o f “ a propaganda A - 
bomb.”
S M A LL  CONCESSION

W hile  the State Departm ent 
is going through the motions of 
m arshalling fake arguments to 
b e little  the Soviet decision, it  
nevertheless has already been 
compelled to make a grudging 
concession to the popular de­
mand fo r an end to the cold 
war. This was embodied in the

... Khrushchev Takes BulganinJob
(Continued from  Page I ) 

w h ich  as p a r t y  secretary 
Khrushchev had w e ll packed. 
This audacious move succeeded 
because backing Khrushchev 
was Marshal Zhukov, ready to 
use the armed forces tha t he 
headed.

Khrushchev im m ediate ly ex­
pelled ihe organizers of the 
abortive  po litica l coup against 
h im . B u i Bulganin, the "w aver- 
er," w b s  sim ply listed fo r la ter 
punishm ent. To make the s itu ­
a tion  clear, g iv ing  notice to 
members o f B u lganin 's own 
machine inside the bureaucracy 
tha t the tim e had come to seek 
Other protectors, Khrushchev 
firs t imposed a v ir tu a l news 
b lackout on the prem ier fo r a 
week and ordered his pub lic 
ro le dim inished. B u t fo r the 
w h ile  tha t was a ll. For K h rush ­
chev had rea lly  serious w ork 
to attend to — the rem oval of 
Zhukov, an aggressive, popular 
and potentia l challenger. This 
was successfully accomplished 
last October.
DONE "C O R R E C TLY "

Bulganin 's rem oval was le ft 
t i l l  th is spring, to be brought 
about by the “ constitu tiona l”  
and “ dem ocratic”  device of not 
“ re -e lecting”  him. In the elec­
tions to the Supreme Soviet, 
Bulganin, previously a candi­
date from  Moscow, was this 
tim e  unexpla inedly a candidate 
from  an un im portan t area in 
the northern  Caucasus. M ore­
over, he received the fewest 
“ nom inations”  (m arks of b u r­
eaucratic honor) o f any of the 
15 members o f the pa rty  p r e s i­

dium . Khrushchev, o f course, 
received the most. Thus o f­
fic ia lly  B u lgan in  was not purg­
ed from  the prem iership, he 
s im p ly fa iled of re-election be­
cause he had lost “ popu la rity .” 

H is punishm ent — demotion 
to head of the State Bank — is 
less, as was his “ crim e,”  than 
the banishm ent to the fu rthest 
reaches of the USSR of M o lo­
tov, M alenkov and Kagano- 
v itch . In  the whole Bulganin 
episode Khrushchev has achiev­
ed a num ber of propaganda 
ends: setting an example to 
tighten d iscip line in the bu r­
eaucracy, show ing the people 
tha t he is not another S ta lin  in 
c rue lty  but on the contrary has 
a great regard fo r the forms of 
“ Soviet le g a lity .”

K hrushchev’s assumption of 
the prem iership in  add ition to 
his secretaryship of the party  
d e fin itive ly  ends the period of 
"co llective  leadership.”  That 
was the name w hich the heads 
of the various sections of the 
Soviet bureaucracy gave to the 
s ituation in w hich they found 
themselves upon S ta lin ’s death. 
They tr ied  to make a v irtu e  of 
necessity by pub lic ly  pa in ting  
the ir "co llective leadership,”  the 
result o f unresolved contrad ic­
tions and riva lr ie s  w ith in  the 
bureaucracy, as a step away 
from  S ta lin is t ty ranny  towards 
democratization.
NEEDS AR B ITE R  

B u t the inner logic of b u r­
eaucratic ru le  is tow ard one- 
man d icta torsh ip . H aving ex­
propriated the masses p o lit ica l­
ly , the p riv ileged  bureaucrats

have been unable to establish 
an o rderly  and stable system 
fo r resolving the disputes tha t 
arise among them. For, in  ad­
d itio n  to personal and clique 
riva lries , a ll the m ateria l con­
trad ictions w ith in  Soviet so­
ciety find a d istorted expression 
in the conflicts between the 
various groupings in  the bu­
reaucracy. Thus Ihe bureaucracy 
needs a super-arb iter to resolve 
its conflicts and to m ainta in  
un ited its strength to smash 
back the masses should they 
try  to recla im  th e ir economic 
and p o lit ica l rights.

Since on ly  S ta lin  s im u ltan ­
eously held the tw o top posts 
Khrushchev has arrogated to 
h im self (not counting M alen­
kov who fo r a few weeks after 
S ta lin ’s death held both), many 
commentators are shouting that 
Khrushchev w ill now be an­
other S ta lin . B u t they over­
look the most im portan t fac­
tor — the difference between 
the Soviet w o rk ing  class in 
S ta lin ’s day and now. S ta lin  
could destroy Soviet democ­
racy because the small Soviet 
w o rk ing  class had been bled 
w h ite  in revo lu tion  and c iv il 
war and discouraged by the de­
feats of socialism abroad. The 
Soviet w o rk ing  class today has 
grow n trem endously in  num ­
bers and education. I t  is spur­
red on by revo lu tiona ry  de­
velopments abroad and its ap- 
pefite  has already been w he t­
ted by concessions w rung  from  
the bureaucracy. I t  w il l  have 
the de term in ing  say in  the 
m atter.

coordinated d ip lom atic  mes­
sages delivered to the K re m lin  
yesterday on the projected sum ­
m it conference tow ard which 
the U.S. is being so re luc tan tly  
drawn.

Presented in the names of 
France. Great B rita in  and the 
U.S.. the notes had been com­
posed in an tic ipation  of the So­
v ie t nuclear test announcement 
and represent a re treat from  the 
o rig ina l conditions la id  down 
by Washington. As part of its 
strategy fo r delaying or even 
avoid ing such a heads-of-gov- 
ernments conference, the U.S. 
had o rig in a lly  insisted tha t it 
w ould not partic ipa te  in such 
a gathering unless a p rio r meet­
ing of fore ign m in isters had ar­
rived at substantia l agreement 
on the issues to be negotiated 
at the “ sum m it."

However, yesterday's notes 
yie lded some by declaring, " I t  
w ould  not be the purpose of 
these preparatory ta lks to reach 
decisions bu t to b ring  out, by 
general discussions, the possi­
b ilitie s  of agreement."

This does not mean tha t the 
State Departm ent has decided 
to give in to the steadily grow ­
ing an ti-w a r sentiment. A ll of 
the tactica l steps in its b i-p a rti­
san fore ign po licy proceed from  
the basic premise of eventual 
w ar against the Soviet Union 

’ fo r dom ination of the w orld  by 
W all Street. Essential to that 
po licy is the need to mask re ­
a lity , i.e., to make the drive  
tow ard w ar appear as a cam­
paign fo r peace.
DECEPTION F A IL E D

The present crisis of U.S. fo r ­
eign po licy springs from  the 
ignom inious fa ilu re  of th is a t­
tempted deception. On every 
continent great masses of peo­
ple today correctly  regard U.S. 
im peria lism  as the fom enter of 
the cold w ar and the potentia l 
instiga tor of a global holocaust. 
U.S. resistance to a ban on 
nuclear tests deepens th is  con­
viction.

This leaves the Big-Business 
governm ent in  an in to lerab le  
contrad iction. To shake off 
somewhat the onus of being 
the source of the w ar danger, 
i t  must make concessions to 
w o rld  peace sentiment. A t the 
same tim e it  w e ll knows that 
such concessions on ly s trength­
en end advance the movement 
fo r peace. Thai is w hy it  finds 
itse lf in  the s itua tion  unhappily 
described by the March 30 New 
Y ork Times: "N o  m atter how 
it  turns its policies, W ashing­
ton finds itse lf reeling from  re ­
verse to reverse on the propa­
ganda fro n t."

NEW  YO R K, A p r il 3 — Three hundred W alkers for 
Peace, 100 of whom  w il l  have w alked as fa r as 90 miles 
from  Philadelph ia , w il l  march down 42nd Street to the 
U n illed  Nations tom orrow  morn--*-
ing. A t the UN they w il l  p re­
sent a pe tition  ca lling  fo r an 
"im m ediate  end to nuclear 
tests."
LEAR N  OF SO VIET B AN

The group had a rrived in

in New Y ork  are expected to 
meet them at the George Wash­
ington Bridge and jo in  the 
m arch from  there.

Tom orrow  evening they have 
scheduled a pub lic  meeting

Princeton. N.J., last n igh t where where Don M urray , star of the
they learned of the announce 
ment by the Soviet U nion tha t 
it w il l  ha lt nuclear tests. The 
N ewark Evening News re p o rt­
ed tha t the group was surprised 
at the news and quoted the 
Philadelphia coord inator o f the 
march, Robert L u itw c lle r, a:

film , "H a tfu l of R ain ." w il l  
speak along w ith  Massayoshi 
Katisubo, M in is te r of the Jap 
anese Delegation to the U nited 
Nations and K . N. S. Sama, 
press attache of India 's delega­
tion  to the UN. The meeting 
v /i l l  be chaired by A. J. Muste

com m enting: “ I am sorry that | o f the Fellowship of R econcilia•
m y country was not the firs t tion.
one to w in  in th is great moral 
issue.”

The marchers’ pe tition  is ad­
dressed to the Secretary Gen­
eral and the delegations o f the 
UN member nations. I t  appeals 
“ to the U nited Nations and 
member states to do- everyth ing  
possible to achieve an im m edi­
ate end to nuclear weapons 
tests, both as a safety measure 
rnd  as a step tow ard the abo­
lit io n  of w ar through effective 
w orld  disarm am ent.”  
THROUGH T IM ES SQUARE

The marchers have been re­

The W alkers fo r  Peace in ­
clude a num ber o f ch ild ren  ten 
to fifteen years old. The oldest 
in the group o f marchers is a 
wom an of 71. Also there is a 
60-year-old man who is b lind. 
Am ong the w alkers are tw o of 
the w ives of the crew of the 
“ Golden Rule,”  the 30-foot 
ketch now on its w ay in to  the 
Pacific nuclear bomb test area 
o ff E n iw etok as a protest.

From  newspaper reports i t  
is evident tha t the w alkers are 
receiving a fr ie n d ly  response 
from  the people they encounter

ceiving newspaper p u b lic ity  en route who read the anti-
along th e ir route and w il l  un­
doubtedly a ttrac t much atten­
tion  here as they proceed 
through Columbus C ircle, down 
busy Broadw ay and across 42nd 
Street to the UN bu ild ing .

Supporters of the group's aim

bomb signs they are carry ing. 
M any acts o f help and kindness 
have been extended to them. 
In  New Y ork  the w alkers w ill 
hold a street meeting at 11:30 
A-M. Saturday on S ix th  Ave 
between 41st and 42nd St.

...S enate Bias Shown in Quiz
(Continued from  Page I )  

the comm ittee seals. Secondly, 
the comm ittee chairm an, John 
L . M cC lellan, Democrat of 
Arkansas, voted w ith  the Re­
publicans in  deciding the p ro ­
cedure to be fo llow ed in  the 
K oh le r hearings. The " lib e ra l"  
Republican. Irv in g  Ives of New 
York voted the same way.

In  spite of the slanderous 
smears by the senators, the 
K oh le r hearings fa iled to gen­
erate any genuine pub lic  in ­
d ignation against the UAW . 
This is a hopeful sign. The 
comm ittee was able to create 
considerable an ti-un ion  senti­
ment w ith  its earlie r exposures 
of “ sweatheart contracts" and 
the p ilfe rin g  o f union funds, 
but the bu lk  of Am erican pub­
lic  apparently doesn’t  th ink  
mass p icke ting  by strikers t r y ­
ing to protect th e ir jobs is 
qu ite  as bad as the senators 
pretend i t  is.
THE KO H LER  STORY

U nion spokesmen at the hear­
ings also managed to get in to 
the record some of the b ru ta l 
story o f the K oh le r manage­
ment. The company, w hich 
m anufactures p lum b ing  fix tu res 
and bathtubs, is located in 
Kohler. Wisconsin, a company- 
owned and operated tow n near 
Sheboygan. The company broke 
the firs t 'strike of its  employes 
in 1934 by shooting down 
strikers. Two pickets were k i l l ­

ed and 47 wounded at that 
tim e. A  company union was 
then set up bu t the workers 
eventua lly  gained contro l of it  
and converted it in to  a local 
of the UAW . In  1952, a fte r an 
election, the U AW  local was 
certified as bargaining agent. 
I t  got a weak contract fo r one 
year and then K oh le r refused 
to renew the agreement unless 
the union gave up the r ig h t to 
challenge firings by the com­
pany.

The 3700 w orkers struck in 
A p r il 1954 fo r a new contract. 
They m aintained mass picket 
lines — and a solid s trike  — 
u n til an in junc tion  lim ited  p ick ­
eting. Then the company re ­
cru ited scabs from  other areas 
and resumed production. As the 
hope fo r a qu ick settlement 
waned, some of the w orkers 
returned to w ork. B u t about 
2,000 are s ti l l  on strike. Wages 
at K oh le r are 60 cents to 70 
cents per hour below those of 
competitors, a ll o f whom  are 
organized.

The Perfect C irc le s trike  oc­
curred at a piston rin g  plant 
in  New Castle, Indiana in 1955, 
when the U AW  local there 
struck fo r a new contract. G un­
fire from  inside the p lant 
wounded six strikers, a fte r 
w h ich  some o f the strikers  arm ­
ed themselves and returned the 
fire. A new contract was fin a lly  
signed between the U A W  and 
the company.

...Friends Aid Fund
(Continued from  Page I ) 

many months o f depression in 
the steel industry, is in th ird  
place.

Thus the branches which 
have the toughest problem  are 
leading the way, p rov id ing  
both an insp ira tion  and ex­
ample to the others.
ON A C T IV E  L IS T

We are glad to welcome three 
branches, Seattle, St. Louis and 
Philade lph ia  onto the active 
lis t o f the scoreboard (see page 
two). Philadelphia is cu rren tly  
spearheading the drive  to field 
socialist tickets in the 1958 elec­
tions. The Pennsylvania SWP 
is engaged in a campaign 1o 
collect 18.000 signatures on pe­
titions to place the party  on 
the ballot. (E lection law  re­
quires 12,000 signatures.) Yes­
terday we received word from  
Ethel Peterson, petition  cam­
paign d irector, that "a ll the 
w onderfu l, hardw ork ing  friends 
have p iled up a score o f 15,133 
signatures by the end of th is 
day. So we’l l  make i t ! "  She 
also says, “ We are certain that 
the Philadelphia quota of $528 
fo r the Socialist Expansion 
Fund w il l  be m et.”

Pennsylvania SWP signature 
gatherers report a record fa v ­
orable response among workers 
approached to sign petitions. 
This confirms the experience in 
M ichigan where the SWP gath­
ered 31,003 signatures (double 
the required amount) to q u a lify  
the p a rty  fo r the ba llo t and in 
New Jersey where the neces­
sary signatures were also se­
cured last month.*

Reports o f pe tition  w orkers 
Indicate a grow ing recep tiv ity  
of w ork ing  people to the ideas 
of socialism. The curren t reces­
sion has once again dem onstra­
ted tha t the cap ita lis t system 
of p riva te  ow nership of indus­
try , even when propped up by 
b illions  fo r w ar preparations, 
means poverty  and insecurity 
fo r  m illions  o f people. A t the 
same tim e the U.S. State De­
partm ent’s H-Bom b f o r e i g n

policy is coming to be regarded 
by more and more people as 
noth ing less than c r im in a lly  in ­
sane.
R EAD Y TO L ISTEN

More people w ant to hear 
w hat socialists have to say 
about w ar and peace, about de­
pression and how we can bu ild  
a fu tu re  o f peace and abun­
dance. The SWP has proposed 
tha t socialists unite to present 
a ballo t a lte rna tive  to the tw o 
capita lis t parties in the 1958 
elections. (See stories from  C al­
ifo rn ia  and Illin o is  on th is 
page.)

One often hears that socialists 
should break ou l of th e ir iso­
lated existence and the ir ten­
dency to ta lk  exclus ive ly  w ith  
one another and get the ir mes­
sage before more people. That's 
exactly w hat the movement fo r 
a U nited Socialist T icket aims 
to accomplish.

In  the 1958 elections social­
ists can go before the  A m e ri­
can people, united by th e ir op­
position to capita lism , the w ar 
drive, the depression, J im  Crow, 
the w itch  hunt, the broken- 
down and impoverished school 
system, slums and heavy taxes 
on the lowest incomes and spell 
out a concrete program fo r the 
socialist a n s w e r  to these 
plagues.
CAN REACH M IL L IO N S

Socialist candidates can reach 
m illions  o f people who have 
never heard a first-hand exposi­
tion  o f the socialist program . 
Tens o f thousands of new 
friends could be recru ited  to 
socialism and we could begin 
in earnest to transform  the so­
c ia lis t movement in  the U nited 
States from  its present shat­
tered and ineffective state in to  
a vigorous ; nd in fluentia l force 
in Am erican life.

These are Ihe objectives of 
the Socialist Expansion Fund. 
I f  you w ant to support these 
objectives send your con tribu ­
tion  to the Socialist W orkers 
P arly , 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y ork 3, New York.

NEW  YO RK
P atrick  H e h i r  , Transport 

W orkers U nion m ilita n t w itch - 
hunted out of his job, w i l l  te ll 
his story, F riday, A p r il 11, 8 
P.M. C on tribu tion  50c, free to 
unemployed. Auspices: M ilita n t 
Labor Forum , 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place.

•
D ETR O IT

Sat., A p r i l  12 —  at 7 sharp, 
a fu l l  d inner (donation $1.25). 
A t 8 P.M. a ta lk , “ Socialist 
Prospects A re G etting B ette r.”  
A fte rw ard , a social evening, 
dancing, etc. A t Debs H all, 3737 
W oodward.

•
M IL W A U K E E

Rum and C herry P a rty  fo r 
M orton Sobell Defense on Sat. 
A p r il 12, at 7:30 P.M. 4666 
N orth  Sherman B lvd . Refresh­
ments include steak —  $1.00. 
Auspices: M ilw aukee S o b e l l  
Committee.

T W IN  C IT IES
“ S truggle fo r A lgerian  Inde ­

pendence.”  Speaker: W. Z. 
B u s t.  F riday, A p r i l  11, 8 P.M. 
322 Hennepin Ave., M inn., Aus­
pices: T w in  C ities Labor For­
um.

•
CHICAG O

Sunday, A p r il 13, 3 P.M. to 
6 P.M. “ W hat k ind  of a pa rty  
can lead to socialism?”  Speak­
er: H oward M ayhew, Chicago 
organizer Socialist W o r k e r s  
Party. Auspices: W ashington 
Park Forum, 306 E. 43rd St., 
Second F loor. Adm ission free.

The Cuban R evolution — 
speaker: F. Fernandez, student 
representative of the Cuban 
R evolu tionary D irectorate. F r i­
day, A p r il 11, 8:15 P.M. Aus­
pices: M ilita n t Labor Forum, 
777 W. Adams.

New York
P A T R IC K  H E H IR

Veteran Trade U nion M ilita n t, W itch-H unted 
From H is Job by the N. Y. Transit A u th o rity

W ill T e ll H is S tory
Friday, A p r il 11 8 P.M.

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
Auspices: M ilita n t Labor Forum 

C on tribu tion  50f Unem ployed Free

W e're Mobilized for Freedom!!
W A N TE D : You and a ll your friends.

FOR: Reaching signers w ith  our appeal to the
President on behalf of M orion  Sobell.

JUSTICE: Depends on you — jo in  us

NOW : Every Saturday —  11 A .M . to 2 P.M.
Sunday —  1:30 to 4 P.M.

A t the L . A. Sobell Committee Office,
462 No. Western Ave., Suite 3 H o llyw o o d  4-4725

Rev. King Steps Up I 
Congressional Race

'W alkers fo r Peace '  M arch  
9 0  M iles to P ro test A -Tests



M onday, A p r i l  7, 1958 T H E  M I L I T A N T Pago T b re *

Neutral on Batista's Side
The U.S. In fo rm a tion  Agency spends 

m illions  of dollars try in g  to convince the 
w o rld  tha t W ashington, above a ll else, 
favors freedom. One sm all act beyond the 
three-m ile  l im it  off the coast of Texas 
gives the lie  to th is claim.

The arrest of 35 young men in  the 
G u lf of M exico on charges of v io la ting  the 
N e u tra lity  A c t for em bark ing on a voyage 
to Cuba to aid the struggle against d ic­
ta to r Batista  speaks louder than a ll the 
propaganda i s s u e d  from  W ashington. 
These men are now on a hunger s trike  in  
protest against U.S. aid to the Cuban ty ­
rant. They want freedom more than they 
w an t food. T h e ir figh t fo r freedom en­
countered the opposition, not the help, of 
the U.S. government.

The N e u tra lity  A ct, under w h ich  35 
freedom fighters were arrested, has lit t le  
to do w ith  keeping the U.S. neu tra l in the 
Cuban revolt. For the U.S. is not neutra l 
— i t  supplies economic, financia l and 
m ilita ry  aid to Batista. The N e u tra lity  
A c t is taken out o f the files and dusted 
off fo r use on ly against the revolutionists.

I t  w il l  be recalled tha t th is N e u tra lity  
A c t was passed jus t p rio r to W orld  W ar 
II .  One m igh t say that i t  helped prepare 
the way for that war. I t  was applied firs t 
to prevent Am erican workers from  send­

ing aid to the em battled Spanish workers 
figh ting  to prevent the fascists from  seiz­
ing power.

The B ig Business governm ent was 
then “ n e u tra l"  in favo r of Franco. Today 
W ashington, w h ile  showering h im  w ith  
money and arms, keeps his regim e afloat 
as a b u lw a rk  of the “ free w o rld .”

The U.S. labor movement should im ­
m ediate ly protest the arrests in  Browns­
v ille , Texas, and o ther parts of the U.S., 
of Cubans and Am ericans opposed to 
Batista. Cuban unions have already ap­
pealed to the pow erfu l labor movement 
o f the U nited States fo r so lida rity  in  th is 
struggle.

The In te rna tiona l Labor O rganization, 
in  w h ich the A F L -C IO  is represented, has 
intervened in the Cuban struggle to the 
extent of demanding from  the Cuban gov­
ernm ent “ as a m atte r of extrem e urgency” 
precise in fo rm ation  concerning the deaths 
of certa in labor leaders. The IL O  also 
noted that police and m ilita ry  in te rven ­
tion  in  union meetings “ is con tra ry  to 
freedom of association.”

But th is is not enough. The A FL-C IO  
should take the lead in  demanding 
tha t W ashington im m edia te ly  end its po l­
icy  of propping up Batista and im prison­
ing his opponents.

24-H r. S trike in W est Germany 
Biggest in Country Since 1920

The Crime Against Labor's Daily
The A F L-C IO  numbers more than 13 

m illio n  members. Treasuries of its  larger 
in te rna tiona l unions contain m illio n s  of 
dollars. Yet a fte r five and a ha lf years of 
precarious existence, Labor’s D a ily , the 
lone d a ily  voice of organized Am erican 
labor, died M arch 29 fo r lack of funds.

The responsib ility  fo r this shameful 
fact was placed r ig h t where it belongs by 
one le tte r w r ite r  to the fina l issue of the 
paper. He declared tha t the death of 
Labor’s D a ily  constitutes “ an ind ic tm ent 
of the leadership of the Am erican labor 
movem ent.”

Death did not come suddenly to- 
Labo r’s D aily. Union offic ia ls had ample 
w arn ing  o f its  financia l p lig h t and the 
fact tha t they d id  not come to its  aid can 
on ly  mean tha t they did not w ant to.

M ore than a year ago the In te rna ­
tiona l Typograph ica l Union, w hich found­
ed Labo r’s D a ily , warned the union move­
ment that iL could not continue to ca rry  
the fu l l  financia l burden of its  pub lica tion  
and that i f  assistance were not fo rthcom ­
ing the paper would have to cease p u b li­
cation.

Last December the A F L-C IO  General 
Board set up a subcommittee w hich was 
supposed to en lis t union support fo r the 
paper. B u t w ith  the honorable exception 
o f a handfu l of the sm alle r in te rna tiona l 
unions, no pledges o f support were made. 
Seven unions pledged to invest cap ita l in  
the  paper. They were the In te rna tiona l 
U nion of E lectric  W orkers; U n ited Pack­
inghouse W orkers; Upholsterers; State, 
County and M un ic ipa l Employes; Pulp, 
Su lph ite  and Paper M il l  W orkers; United 
Papermakers and Paper W orkers and the 
Hosiery W orkers. Four even sm aller un­
ions pledged subscriptions to the paper.

W hy did such large and w ea lthy 
unions as the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, fo r 
example, fa il to come to the aid of Labo r’s 
D a ily?  We cite the example of th is  par­
t ic u la r in te rna tion a l union because its 
president, W a lte r Reuther, has over the 
years been among the most ta lka tive  
about the need fo r expanding workers 
education and the need to counterattack 
the anti-un ion  propaganda of the da ily  
press.

A no ther le tte r of fa rew e ll to Labor’s 
D a ily  suggested the answer. I t  said: “ The 
evidence w ould indicate tha t Labo r’s D a ily  
was too good fo r union leaders who pre­
fe r adu la to ry house organs to a free m il i­
tan t newspaper.”

To th is another le tte r w r ite r  b it te r ly  
added: “ I hope tha t as long as I live  tha t 
I  shall never hear another labor leader 
make the pious r itu a l tha t he is not get­
tin g  a fa ir  deal in  the commercial press 
and tha t w hat ‘we need is our own da ily  
labor pub lica tion ’. . . The obvious a lte r­
native to th is, o f course, is to get labo r’s 
side before the pub lic  . . . namely, th rough 
its  d a ily  newspaper — and I  don’t  mean 
house organ — I  mean a m ilita n t "and 
honest d a ily  newspaper tha t could report 
the news s tra igh t and also serve as a 
va luable weapon in s tr ike  situations.”

There can be no argum ent tha t 
L abo r’s D a ily  d id  its  best to f i l l  th is  pre­
scription. O perating w ith in  the fram ew ork 
of A F L-C IO  po licy i t  tried  to cover a ll of 
the news of im portance and interest to 
labor. U n like  the A F L -C IO  offic ia ldom , i t  
refused to take a narrow , factional ap­
proach to labor developments and covered 
the news about independent unions as 
fa ir ly  as i t  d id tha t of A F L-C IO  unions.

Also, un like  the top union bureau­
crats, i t  took an unequivocal stand in  sup­
port of c iv il libe rties  and c iv il rights. 
And, un like  the w eekly or m on th ly  p u b li­
cations of most in te rna tiona l unions, i t  
was not an “ adu la to ry  house organ.”  I t  
was for these reasons tha t union bureau­
crats, concerned above a ll else w ith  p r iv ­
ileges and prestige, pe rm itted  such a nec­
essary instrum ent of the w o rk ing  class as 
Labor’s D a ily  to die.

In  its fina l ed ito ria l, Labo r’s D a ily  
stated: “ We are f irm ly  convinced tha t 
fu tu re  labor h istorians w i l l  be better able 
to assay its accomplishments and analyze 
its  po ten tia lities  than today’s labor lead­
ers.”

To th is  can be added the ce rta in ty  
tha t the assessment w il l  include a con­
dem nation of those responsible fo r  the 
death of Labor’s D a ily  and a w arm  t r ib ­
ute to the pioneer efforts tha t w ent in to  
the paper’s a ll too b rie f h is tory.

B y  H ans  Jochen

T h e  b ig g e s t w a lk o u t  s ince  th e  G e n e ra l S tr ik e  o f 
1920 to o k  p la ce  in  A d e n a u e r 's  W es t G e rm a n y  a n d  in  W est 
B e r l in  o n  W ed n e sd a y , M a rc h  19. T h e  u n io n , re p re s e n tin g  
a quarte r of a m illio n  munici-4- 
pa l-transport and public-service 
workers, called a 24-hour w a rn ­
ing -s trike  to strengthen its 
hand in  deadlocked negotia­
tions w ith  the cities over a 
meager five to seven cents-an- 
hour wage increase. The strike  
call met w ith  the solid support 
of the workers.

M any add itiona l w o r k e r s  
were id le  on tha t Wednesday 
because the supply o f gas, 
w ater and e lec tric ity  was kept 
down by the s trike rs  to die 
level norm al on Sundays and 
thus qu ite  inadequate fo r  the 
operation o f large industria l 
concerns. The C ontinenta l T ire  
Company w ith  10,000 employes 
in Ila n o ve r was forced to close 
fo r the day and the H ow ald t 
Shipyards in K ie l w ith  some 
13,000 workers was shut down.
W ith  m unic ipa l bus drive rs  and

tro lle y  car operators on strike, 
thousands of w orkers th rough­
out the country fa iled to reach 
w ork. Company attem pts in the 
R uhr steel c ity  o f Oberhausen 
to operate p riva te ly  chartered 
busses met w ith  the de term in­
ed action of s tr ik in g  workers. 
Several were in ju red  in ensuing 
struggles.

The s trike  is to be renewed 
fo r an indefin ite  period i f  the 
demand fo r h igher wages is 
not met. The sleep increase in 
the cost of liv in g , especially in 
food and fue l prices, makes a 
wage increase fo r the n o to ri­
ously underpaid c ity  employes 
urgent. The negotiations w il l  
now continue against the back­
ground of the w orkers ' demon­
strated readiness to struggle fo r 
th e ir demands.

A dd itiona l storm  w arnings

West German steel workers are reported preparing to 
declare a s tr ike  to w in  the ir wage demands. Above is a 
scene at a m etal p lant in M unich du ring  a 1954 s trike  on 
wages tha t embraced 220.000 Bavarian workers. N ine per­
sons were in ju re d  as cops tr ied  to run  in  scabs.

fo r the West German capita list 
class were the messages of 
so lida rity  sent to the strikers  
by a num ber of unions. Among 
these was a greeting and pledge 
of support from  the m illio n - 
strong, w h ite  collar, c iv il-se r­
vice w orkers ’ organization. Even 
more ominous fo r the em ploy­
ers was the support promised 
by I. G. M eta l, the union cov­
ering all metal w orkers in West 
Germany. This union, w ith  
close to tw o m illio n  members, 
is the largest in the country 
and has a reputation fo r m il i t ­
ancy. Its  negotiations on behalf 
o f 125,000 steel w orkers in the 
Ruhr are coining to a head and 
there is a good chance tha t a 
s trike  w il l  be required. Thus 
there is a poss ib ility  tha t a 
repetition  of the m unicipa l 
w orkers ’ w a lkou t and a s tr ike  
of the steel w orkers may h it at 
the same time.
LESS TAK E -H O M E

I. G. M etal points out that 
production in the indus try  and 
the p ro d u c tiv ity  per w o rke r 
increased th rough  1957 in spite 
o f the fact tha t the w o rk  week 
was reduced to 45 hours. This 
meant a wage cut fo r the w o rk ­
ers and h igher profits fo r  the 
companies. Negotiations fo r a 
10% increase in take-home pay 
and fu r th e r reduction of the 
w o rk  week to 44 hours have 
dragged out since the end of 
last year.

A t that lim e  steel workers in 
m any parts of West Germany 
staged big demonstrations d u r­
ing w ork ing  hours. In  S tu tt­
gart, fo r example, last N ovem ­
ber 15 about 40,000 metal w o rk ­
ers gathered in  the center of 
tow n to demand concessions 
from  the companies. Nothing 
has come of it  so fa r and fee l­
ing is runn ing  high.

West German w orkers are 
show ing tha t they have new 
confidence in  th e ir  union o r­
ganizations and in the ir own 
strength.

CLASSROOM SHORTAGE
Because of the classroom 

shortage many American chil­
dren are being taught in cor­
ridors, cafeterias, auditoriums, 
gymnasiums, rented store build­
ings, etc.

I i i  the spring issue of In te rna tion a l Socialist Review, 
ju s t o ff the press and on the newsstands, Joseph Hansen 
discusses “ Proposed Roads to Soviet Democracy.”  D is­
agreement in the radical move-*-
ment has been most pronounced 
on th is  question as w e ll as on 
how to secure lasting  peace. 
The ISR editors, acting in  the 
belie f that regroupm ent of so­
c ia lis t forces requires fra te rna l 
discussion of differences as 
w e ll as united action on points 
of agreement, have applied 
themselves to careful, objective 
exam ination o f the most d is­
puted questions, and to a 
rounded presentation of the ir 
own revo lu tiona ry  s o c i a l i s t  
v iew po in t.

The cu rren t essay on pro­
posed roads to Soviet democ­
racy was preceded by a tre a t­
ment in  the w in te r issue of ISR 
of proposed roads to peace. 
FOUR VIEW S

In  the a rtic le  on Soviet De­
mocracy, Hansen deals w ith  
four positions cu rren t in  the 
rad ica l m ovem ent today. F irst, 
he takes up the social-demo­
cratic  outlook, w h ich  refuses 
“ to see anyth ing  progressive 
whatsoever w ith in  the Soviet 
U nion that is w orth  defending 
against cap ita lis t aggression.”  
Then, he cites the S ta lin is t die- 
hards, who call “ fo r complete 
confidence in S ta lin 's heirs as 
genuine representatives o f so­
cia lism ”  and who denounce as 
coun ter-revo lu tionary any en­
couragement to the Soviet peo­
ple in  th e ir  struggle fo r de­
mocracy.

A  th ird  position is tha t of 
the m any radicals who, w h ile  
pro-Soviet, believe th a t the 
present regime is an obstacle 
to fu rth e r socialist progress and 
believe tha t a process o f re ­
form s is requ ired  to dism antle 
the tyranny. F in a lly , Hansen 
cites the school o f thought to  
w hich the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  belongs. It, too, is pro- 
Soviet and up to 1935 held open 
the poss ib ility  o f a re tu rn  to 
Soviet democracy by means of 
reforms, b u t concluded at th a t 
tim e th a t “ a po litica l re vo lu ­

tion, in  w hich supreme pow er 
is transferred  from  its present 
possessors to the people is the 
only rea lis tic  w ay o f democra­
tiz ing  the Soviet U nion.”

The m ain burden o f the a r­
tic le  is an exam ination o f the  
re form  and po litica l re vo lu tion  
arguments. The re fo rm  course 
w ould  undoubted ly be the 
smoothest, most economical and 
safest road fo r the Soviet U n ion  
to trave l, Hansen says.

Furtherm ore, in the course o f 
app ly ing  pressure on the b u r­
eaucracy, the masses can w in  
im portan t reforms. B u t Hansen 
points to the social and eco­
nom ic roots of the bureaucracy, 
w h ich  he believes, lead i t  to  
resist fundam enta l change thus 
fo rc ing  the masses to even tua lly  
adopt a revo lu tiona ry  course.

He holds th a t the differences 
are over strategic estimates, 
w hich socialists should continue 
to discuss in  the l ig h t o f un ­
fo ld ing  events. A t the same 
tim e, because they pursue the 
common goal o f Soviet democ­
racy, those who belong to the 
re form  and to the po lit ica l-re v ­
o lu tion  schools o f thought can 
and should w ork  together in  
prom oting concrete dem ocrati­
zation measures.

A no ther fine piece o f ana ly­
sis in  the spring issue o f ISR 
is contained in A rne Swabeck’s 
“ The "Recession’ Deepens.”  W hy 
Eisenhower’s pred iction  o f a 
March u p tu rn  fe ll fla t on its 
face is explained in context o f 
a rev iew  o f the basic causes of 
the economic slump.

The issue is rounded out in  
s tim u la ting  fashion w ith  an 
e d ito ria l on un ited  socialist 
electoral action, H a rry  R ing's 
study of the struggle in  lh *  
Com m unist P a rty  du ring  tha 
last tw o years, M. Bernz' "The 
P olitics of Soviet M us ic" and 
reviews of five new books about 
revo lu tiona ry  China.

— D anie l Roberts

A Witch-Hunt Victim Tells His Story

Program to Fight Unemployment
(1) O rg a n iz a t io n  o f th e  u n e m p lo y e d  b y  th e  la b o r  m o v e m e n t. F o r  u n io n  u n ­

e m p lo y e d  c o m m itte e s  to  f ig h t th e ir  jo b le s s  m e m b e rs ' g r ie v a n c e s  on  re h ir in g ,  u n ­
e m p lo y m e n t co m p e n sa tio n , re n t ,  m o r tg a g e  a n d  in s ta l lm e n t p a y m e n ts , re l ie f ,  e tc .

(2) U n e m p lo y m e n t co m p e n sa tio n  to  a l l  jo b le ss  fo r  th e  e n t ire  p e r io d  o f u n e m ­
p lo y m e n t a t tra d e -u n io n  w ages.

(3) A  3 0 -h o u r w e e k  a t 40 h o u rs ' p a y  to  be  th e  n u m b e r  one d e m a n d  o f a ll 
u n io n s  in  c o n tra c t n e g o tia tio n s . A m e n d  fe d e ra l and  s ta te  w a g e -a n d -h o u rs  la w s  to  
in c lu d e  30-fo r-40 .

(4) A  g ia n t p u b l ic  w o rk s  p ro g ra m  a t t ra d e -u n io n  w ages to  b u i ld  a l l  th e  
schools, h o s p ita ls , lo w -c o s t h o u s in g , h ig h w a y s  and  o th e r  u s e fu l a n d  p e a c e fu l co n ­
s tru c t io n  needed  in  th is  c o u n tr y  to d a y .

(5) U n io n  a c tio n  a n d  F E P  la w s  to  p re v e n t d is c r im in a t io n  in  la y o ffs , r e h ir in g ,  
u n e m p lo y m e n t co m p e n sa tio n , p u b l ic -w o rk s  h ir in g ,  re l ie f ,  e tc .

(G) A  d e b t m o ra to r iu m  fo r  th e  u n e m p lo y e d . N o  e v ic tio n s  o r  fo re c lo s u re s  on  
hom es, au tos  o r  ap p lia n ce s .

(7) N o  ta xe s  on  y e a r ly  in com es o f 57,500 o r  less. E n d  w ith h o ld in g  a n d  sales 
taxes  to  re s to re  w o rk e rs ' p u rc h a s in g  p o w e r. T a x  th e  r ic h  a n d  th e  c o rp o ra tio n s .

(8) B u i ld  a L a b o r  P a r ty  based on th e  u n io n s  in  a llia n c e  w i t h  m in o r i t y  peo ­
p le s  and  w o rk in g  fa rm e rs .

B y  M y ra  T a n n e r W e iss
P a trick  H eh ir w ou ldn 't be a 

"ca rey" (this. I learned, is an 
old Ir ish  term  fo r stoolpigeon) 
and so he lost his job in  the 
New Y ork  C ity  subway. He 
was fired jus t a short tim e be­
fore he w ould  have been e lig ­
ib le  fo r a pension.

The w itch  hun t has v ic tim iz ­
ed m any people th roughout the 
land. I t  has punished people 
fo r the ir ideas — not fo r crimes 
comm itted. I t  has punished peo­
ple fo r th e ir associations. And 
i t  has punished them sim ply 
because they w o u ld n 't po in t an 
accusing finger, name names 
and invo lve  others in  the in ­
qu is ition.
$ S $ P AYTR IO TS

There once was a tim e  in 
Am erica when stoolpigeons were 
looked upon as a scummy lot. 
A  man who w ou ld  po in t his 
finger to save his own m iser­
able sk in  was regarded w ith  
contempt. B u t today the w itch  
hunters call th e ir  stool-pigeons 
“ cooperative witnesses,”  hail 
them as “ pay trio ts ”  en titled  to 
rich  rewards. Faced w ith  a 
man o f honor, w ho doesn’t place 
his own sk in  or com fort first, 
the w itch  hunters t r y  to crush 
h im  in to  the dust.

Am erica ’s reactionary in q u is i­
tion  has carried in  its wake 
g rie f and m isery to m any thous­

ands. Fortuna te ly  m any o f those 
who were h it were young and 
healthy. They could move to a 
new tow n or find  a new job  
and start a ll over again.

B u t not so fo r P a trick  H ehir, 
He is no longer a young man. 
He is a grandfather. Moreover, 
he no longer has his health. 
Long ago he was stricken w ith  
tuberculosis. And since, there 
have been other complications, 
m aking it  d iff ic u lt fo r h im  to 
breathe. When he was fired— 
w ith o u t t r ia l or witnesses or 
evidence, he was le ft w ith  no 
income, w ith  noth ing, save his 
great d ign ity , his in te g rity  and 
his honor.

P a trick  H e h ir is an old Sinn 
Feiner, a rebel among the Ir ish  
against the English masters. He 
to ld  me how his father, a loco­
m otive engineer in  the old 
country, had been fired from  
his job  fo r  refusing to w o rk  a 
tra in  ca rry ing  armed B ritish  
troops. Others fo llow ed his 
fa the r’s example, b u t his father, 
Daniel H ehir, was the firs t to 
s trike .

“ I  a rrived in  Am erica in 
1925,”  P a trick  H eh ir to ld  me, 
“ and started to look fo r a job 
in  New Y ork. When I ‘ applied 
fo r w o rk  in  a s truc tu ra l iron 
shop, I showed the forem an my 
Ir ish  union card. I got m y firs t 
lesson in  the conditions in w hich

Indian Socialist Urges 
Book of Gray Cartoons

A  pro ject is underw ay to 
publish a selection of the car­
toons o f Laura  G ray in  book 
fo rm . This proposal was raised 
at the Jan. 1$ m em oria l meet­
ing  held in  New Y ork  C ity  
sho rtly  a fte r Laura  Gray's 
death. O ver S350 was pledged 
fo r the pro ject at tha t tim e and 
some contribu tions have been 
received since.

I t  is estimated tha t a m in i­
mum of $2,000 w il l  be required 
to publish a suitable m em orial 
ed ition  o f Laura G ray ’s car­
toons. Each person donating 
$5.00 or more w il l  be entitled 
to receive a copy of the book. 
Donations should be sent to: 
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place, New Y ork  3, N.Y.

The M ilita n t continues to re ­
ceive messages o f condolence 
over Lau ra ’s death. The fo llo w ­
ing le tte r, dated M arch 24, is 
from  Calcutta, Ind ia :

“ The la test m a il o f the M i l i ­

tan t gave us the rudest shock 
in years. I t  is rea lly  d iff ic u lt to 
im agine th a t Comrade Laura 
G ray is no more and tha t we 
w ou ld  no longer find  her in ­
sp iring  and enterta in ing  car­
toons in  the pages of the M i l i ­
tant. A lthough  separated by a 
long distance, we fe lt  we knew 
her in tim a te ly  through our long 
acquaintance w ith  her cartoons, 
some o f w hich were also re ­
produced in our organs here. 
A ll ou r comrades grieve this 
loss as tha t o f one o f the ir 
dearest ones.

"W e d ip  our banner in  m em ­
o ry  of th is a ll-sacriiic ing  revo­
lu tio n a ry  artis t. We also hear­
t i ly  congratulate you on your 
decision to b ring  out a com­
p ila tion  of her cartoons, w hich 
w il l  be a unique guide to po­
lit ic a l education fo r the young­
er generation."

(signed) K . Bhattacharyya

tire Am erican w orkers labored. 
The foreman turned red in  the 
face, pushed me and hollered 
at the top of his voice, "Get the 
he ll out o f here. This is an open 
shop.’
BEG AN JOB IN  1926

“ I  w orked fo r the subways 
fo r 29 years. I  was in the hos­
p ita l fo r about a year in 1939 
but I was re instated on m y job 
and la te r qua lified fo r  c iv il 
service when the c ity  took over 
the system. I f  I hadn’ t been 
fired I should now be getting  at 
least the c iv il service d isab ility  
pension am ounting to about 
$11.88 a week.”

H eh ir was fired under the 
New Y ork  Security R isk law . 
The actual charge was insub­
ord ination, w hich, as he re ­
counts, came about as fo llows. 
‘ ‘In  1954 m y w ife  and I w ent 
back to the old coun try  fo r a 
v is it. We always planned tha t 
tr ip . And w e fin a lly  managed 
to go. As i t  tu rned out, i t  was 
a sad a ffa ir fo r m y m other was 
dying. She died w ith o u t rega in­
ing consciousness so there were 
no goodbys.

"W hen we re turned to New 
Y ork  the F B I was at m y door. 
I was hauled before Peter 
B rown, M ayor Wagner's ap­
pointed Commissioner of In ­
vestigation, three investigators 
and a stenographer. They gave 
me a spiel about how I  should 
cooperate and so fo rth . Then 
they asked me i f  I was a mem­
ber of the Communist Party . I 
to ld them I  wasn't. 'W ere you 
ever a Communist?' That was 
the second question. B u t the 
law  allows them to investigate 
on ly  present a ffilia tions. So I 
answered. 'No, I  am not a mem­
ber of the Communist P arty .'

“ A  union law ye r by the name 
of Schwartz at th is po in t asked 
fo r a postponement of the re ­
cord. So the stenographer stop­
ped tak ing  notes. I t  was sug­
gested that 1 have a l it t le  con­
ference w ith  the un ion law yer 
and I was rem inded tha t I had 
a w ife  and children. I ju s t to ld 
them I d idn ’t w an t any confer­
ence w ith  Schwartz. Then I 
was to ld to go back to w ork 
and re tu rn  in a week or two.

“ Toward the end o f February 
I was called up again by the 
T rans it A u th o rity . Edward T. 
M cN a lly  conducted the in te r­
rogation. The set-up was about 
the same as the firs t tim e— but

POISON GAS
Morocco’s A rm y  of L ibe ra tion  

charged on Feb. 25, tha t French 
and Spanish forces had used 
poison gas and k ille d  600 c iv il­
ians in  the desolate Sahara.

they seemed to be in  more of 
a h u rry . ‘P a tty ,’ said M cN ally, 
’I  can’t understand you r being 
m ixed up in a th ing  like  th is .’ 
NO SOFT SPIEL

” 1 was sworn in. Then I  ask­
ed, ‘A ren ’t  you going to give 
me a spiel about w hy  I ’m here?’ 
B u t they had no tim e fo r fr ie n d ­
ly  advice and rem inders about 
m y fa m ily . I was asked the 
same questions and I gave the 
same answers.

“ Then I  said, ‘L e t’s postpone 
the record.1 Tha t’s w ha t the 
la w ye r had said on m y firs t 
v is it. I t  stopped th ings then, so 
I tr ied  i t  again. I t  worked. P ro­
ceedings stopped and they ask­
ed m y w hy I w ou ldn ’t  answer 
the second question. Was I  
afra id  o f violence? O r of losing 
m y job? And again I explained 
tha t I had already answered 
the on ly  question they had any 
r ig h t to ask me.”

P atrick H e h ir hasn’t  done any­
th ing  lie ’s ashamed to ta lk  
about. He hasn’t  even thought 
anyth ing  he’s ashamed to ta lk  
about. L ike  everyone else he’s 
probably made his share of 
errors and been w rong on many 
things. He’s probably been r ig h t 
more often than others. B u t 
his inqu is ito rs w eren’ t in te rest­
ed in opinions, past or present. 
They were interested in names. 
B u t how could a man lik e  
H eh ir, w ith  his h is to ry, w ith  his 
self-respect, pay such a price 
fo r his job? To ask the question 
is to answer it.

So P a trick  H eh ir w ent to 
w ork  as a subway iow erm an 
fo r the last tim e on M arch 4, 
1955. Not long a fte r he w ent to 
the hospita l again— th is tim e 
fo r five  months.

There are a few  questions

tha t we, the fe llo w  w orkers o f 
P a trick  H ehir, m ust ask our­
selves. Who is responsible fo r  
d iscarding th is  proud and m il i­
tan t member o f our class? Who 
gets the c red it fo r doing th is 
union w a rr io r out of his last 
years o f security and rest?
W HO GETS CREDIT?

Was it  the “ great fr ie n d  o f 
labor,”  the honorable M ayor 
Robert F. Wagner, who appo in t­
ed the snooper-in-chief? Does 
he get the c red it fo r doing a 
sick subway w o rke r ou t o f a 
tin y  d isa b ility  pension? O r 
should the c red it go to the 
m illio n a ire  governor o f the 
state, A v e r ill E, H arrim an, w ho 
renewed the S ecurity  R isk 
Law , under w h ich  P a tty  H eh ir 
was robbed o f his righ ts, des­
p ite  widespread pleas to  le t the 
odious law  expire?

H e h ir jo ined the Transport 
W orkers U nion early  in  1936. 
The firs t TW U  book in  the 
Towerm an’s Section was issued 
to h im . W hat has TW U  Presi­
dent M r. M ichael Q u ill done to 
see th a t a member, w ith  29 
years on the job  and a safety 
record to be proud of, gets the 
pension his w o rk  had earned 
fo r him?

P a trick  H eh ir to ld  me o f I  
v is it he made to the un ion  o f­
fice in  B rook lyn . "C an you 
im agine it?  On the door o f an 
organizer's office 'M r. ' is p r in t­
ed before the name. A  un ion  
organizer is a 'M is te r , '"  he re ­
peated incredulously.

___________  ■-)

M IC H . LA BO R  BODIES U N ITE
The M ich igan State C IO  

merged w ith  a substantia l sec­
tion  o f the A F L  Feb. 24, tw o  ’ 
years a fte r the na tiona l un ifica­
tion  o f the tw o  labor bodies.

Road to Democracy 
So USSR Discussed 
By Socialist Review



The Negro Struggle
B y  J o h n  T h a y e r

Are Jobs and Civil Rights in Conflict?
t h e  MILITANT

The M arch 29 Ph iladelph ia  T ribune  
p rin ts  an a rtic le  of w ide ly-syndicated col­
um nis t Dean Gordon B. Hancock, under 
the heading “ D ilem m a: Vote J im  Crow 
Out, or Depression In?”

The gist of Dean Hancock’s argum ent 
is stated thus: “ So when Negroes vote the 
Republican ticke t they in d ire c tly  vote in 
depressions. Come when they w ill,  de­
pressions w o rk  a harder handicap on the 
poor masses, among whom the greater 
num ber of Negroes is to be found. On the 
o ther hand when the Negroes vote the 
Dem ocratic ticket, they vote in to  power 
Southern ru le  of the nation.”

The a rtic le  makes a num ber of acute 
observations —  “.under the Republican 
adm in is tra tion  efforts are obviously being 
made to th row  labor fo r a loss”  and 
“ every Negro vote given the Dem ocratic 
p a rty  is a vote fo r the perpetuation of 
Southern ru le  in Congress.”  Nevertheless 
the d ilem m a tha t i t  sets up — w hether to 
vote against J im  Crow and fo r depression 
(Republican) or against depression and 
fo r J im  Crow (Dem ocratic) — is inva lid .

Things are hard enough as is. I t  w ould 
t ru ly  be a hopeless s ituation i f  the Negro 
people were lim ite d  to the e ither-o r stated 
above. Then the decision w ould be wheth-1 
er to go hungry  w h ile  vo ting  fo r  equal 
r igh ts  or to vote against c iv il r igh ts  in  
order to feed oneself and one’s ch ildren. 
I t  w ou ld  set up in  each Negro a w a r be-' 
tween the needs of the flesh and the 
needs of the sp irit.

B u t tha t isn ’t  the s itua tion  at a ll. The 
Republican P arty , firs t of a ll, is not 
against J im  Crow. When Republican ma­
jo r it ie s  contro lled Congress they made 
a n ti-c iv ll r igh ts  deals w ith  the Southern 
Democrats. Republican efforts to bu ild  a 
li ly -w h ite  pa rty  in  the South, the conduct

of those few  Republicans who have got 
elected in  N orth  Carolina and F lorida, as 
w e ll as the metamorphosis of D ix iecrats 
in to  Democrats - fo r - Eisenhower, show 
where Republicanism  re a lly  stands on 
racism.

As fo r the Democrats being the P arty  
to restore prosperity, th is legend nurtu red  
by the Dem ocratic po litic ians and the ir 
allies among the labor bureaucrats, is a l­
so false. The m em ory of depressions which 
began under Dem ocratic presidents, fo r 
instance G rover Cleveland, has faded. For 
th is  generation’s great depression exper­
ience is identified  w ith  the Hoover ad­
m in is tra tion . B u t i t  was on ly a m atte r of 
luck foi" the Democrats tha t A1 Sm ith  
wasn’t  elected in  1928 to preside over tha t 
great cap ita lis t crash.

As a m atte r of fact, the economy 
w hich Roosevelt pronounced cured early 
in  1937 collapsed a few months la te r in to  
the “ recession,”  from  w h ich  tim e dates 
popular use of tha t word. O n ly  the w ar 
orders w h ich  began in  1939 brought “ pros­
p e r ity ”  back to the cap ita lis t system. In 
1949-50 under T rum an we saw a recession 
in  w h ich unem ploym ent reached five m il­
lion , almost w hat i t  is o ffic ia lly  said to be 
today. T rum an ’s “ police action” in  Korea 
restored the cap ita lis t boom.

A c tu a lly  when Negroes vote e ithe r 
Dem ocratic or Republican they are voting  
fo r J im  Crow and inevitab le  depressions 
— fo r they are vo ting  fo r the parties of 
capita lism . And Am erican capita lism  bears 
w ith in  itse lf the causes of color d iscrim ­
ina tion  and o f economic suffering fo r the 
masses.

Is i t  possible to vote against J im  
Crow and against depression at the same 
time? Sure, but tha t means vo ting  Social­
is t —  and i t ’s a good idea.

B y  Joe D a v is
C H IC AG O  — The Skilled  

Trades C o n f e r e n c e  of the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers held its  
s ix th  annual meeting here over 
the weekend o f March 1. L im it ­
ed to advisory powers, the Con­
ference can on ly  make recom­
mendations to the U A W  Execu­
tive  Board.

Heated discussion on the res­
o lu tion  on wage demands lasted 
fo r  tw o-and-a-ha lf hours. The 
reso lu tion plugged U A W  Pres­
iden t Reuther’s “ p ro fit-sharing” 
plan plus “ an across-the-board 
wage increase based on a rea l­
is tic  assessment o f p ro d u c tiv ity  
rises under fu l l  employment 
conditions.”  M any delegates rose 
in  opposition to th is la tte r 
clause. They proposed tha t the 
un ion demand a specific figure 
o r a m in im um  h o u rly  figure fo r 
sk illed  trades. I t  was also a r­
gued th a t “ fu l l  em ploym ent 
conditions”  do not ex is t today 
thus weakening the already 
vague demand.

Despite the gavel-pounding 
o f R ichard Gosser, D irecto r of 
the S k illed  Trades Departm ent, 
and his ha lf-hou r vehement 
speech fo r  the Reuther p ro fit- 
sharing plan and p ro d u c tiv ity  
g im m ick, on ly  60% o f the vote 
could be mustered fo r it.

A  leng thy resolution on po­
lit ic a l action boiled down to 
“ keep on doing w ha t w e’re 
doing.”  One delegate expressed 
the  desire tha t labor w ould 
g ive po litica l “ leadership”  by 
runn ing  its own independent 
candidates.

Letters from Readers
Some Observations 
A bout the South
E dito r:

A  few comments about the 
S outh :

On a newscast on March 11, 
there was a report about p ris ­
on r io t  in  Tennessee. The same 
appeared in  the next day’s 
papers. The prisoners had a 
chance to a ir th e ir grievances 
to the proper au thorities and 
won a ll th e ir demands except 
a five-day week in  the mines 
(probably coal) and to abolish 
the strap (tha t is, the w hip). 
Texas abolished w h ipp ing  pris­
oners some years ago. P robably 
the South has the w orst prison 
system in  the w orld . E ver read 
Scottsboro Boy or Rock B o t­
tom? Both are in  pocket-book 
editions.

A no the r th ing , the juven ile  
courts in m any cities deal in  a 
high-handed w ay w ith  a fam ­
i ly ’s life . Especially w ith  the 
poor and uneducated. I f  you 
ask you r readers to w rite  
about the cases they know  of 
or experienced, you ’d get re­
plies by the score.

Am ong the poor, people 
m arry  young in  the South — 
15 or 16-year-old parents are 
common. There are also many 
illite ra tes  or people ha rd ly  able 
to read or w rite . More people 
make an “ X ”  fo r  th e ir signa­
tu re  than is spoken o f or ad­
vertised.

The radical re lig ious sects 
flourish among the poor, and 
as drab and bleak as th e ir 
lives are, self-imposed res tric ­
tions are added like  no movies 
or lip s tick . B ig  wheel re lig io n ­

ists are lionized and have made 
m illions  by w rit in g  books or 
handing out advice. F a ith  heal­
ers especially h it the jack  pot.

Mrs. T . L.
Dallas, Texas

Expressing His 
Views in Verse

L i f e ’s B a tt le s

The years have come and gone 
In  the battles of our class 
Added to the score one by one 
Have made the h is to ry of our 

past
Years o f poverty, years of to il 
T rium ph  o f hard-won v ic to ry  
The bitterness o f defeat 
The handclasp o f a shopmate 
And the poor t i l le r  of the soil 
Now advancing in  common 

struggle
N ow  forced g rudg ing ly  to 

re trea t
B u t have added know ledge to 

our store 
One day we w il l  w in  the final 

ba ttle
P overty and ignorance w il l  be 

no more 
B lack and w h ite  un ited  in  a ll 

lands
We hold m ankind 's freedom in 

our hands.
Jack W righ t 
Seattle

W AGES A N D  P R O D U C TIV ITY
In  the past five  years hou rly  

wages o f fac to ry  w orkers went 
up about 20% b u t the rise in 
the w orkers ’ p ro d u c tiv ity  in ­
creased so in the same period 
tha t the labor cost fo r  each 
production u n it w en t up only 
2% according to U S . D epart­
ment o f Labor statistics.
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Fallout Made It a Death Ship
T H E  V O Y A G E  O F  T H E  L U C K Y  D R A G O N . B y  R a lp h  E. 

L a p p . 200 pp. N e w  Y o rk :  H a rp e r  &  B ros ., 1958, $3.50. 
R e v ie w e d  b y  D a v id  D re is e r

On March 2, 1954 the A to m ic *
Energy Commision announced
tha t the day before an atomic 
device had been detonated in 
the M arshall Islands, as the 
firs t in a series of tests. A c tu a l­
ly  th is  “ device" was the most 
devastating explosion ever cre­
ated by man, equal to 15 m il­
lion  tons of TN T  and thousands 
of times as pow erfu l as the 
H irosh im a bomb.

A  bo iling  cloud rose seven­
teen miles in  the sky and by 
weather pred iction was sup­
posed to b low  north , bu t in ­
stead b lew  east and south 
dum ping fa llo u t m ateria l on 
inhabitants of the M arshall 
Islands and on Am erican per­
sonnel. A lthough  m e a s u r e s  
were taken to decontaminate 
and protect these know n v ic ­
tims, apparently  no e ffo rt was 
made to w arn  vessels in  the 
area by radio or a ir search. 
Obviously, i f  any ships were in 
the fa llo u t area th e ir crews 
were in great danger unless 
warned and advised in decon­
tam ination  procedure.

The cu rt announcement by 
the AEC made no m ention of 
an accident. E v iden tly , officia ls 
of the AEC, accustomed to 
c lam -like  security  in  a ll m a t­
ters, hoped tha t somehow the 
“ secret" of th e ir e rro r w ould 
get by undiscovered.

However, 85 miles to  the 
east of B ik in i and w e ll outside 
the restricted area lay a Jap­
anese fishing boat and its 23-

man crew peacefully fishing. 
E arly  on the m orning of March
1 the skv was suddenly l i t  up 
as i f  by the sun ris ing in the 
west. Soon the decks were 
dusted w ith  a w h itish  ash tha t 
fe ll .'from the sky. The men 
generally concluded that they 
had witnessed an atom ic ex­
plosion but were certain tha t 
they were too fa r away to be 
harmed. They d id not connect 
the ash w ith  the explosion in 
any way.
2 W EEKS EXPOSURE

They did not report the ir ex­
perience by radio to th e ir  home 
po rt of Yaizu out of fear they 
m ight be apprehended by U.S. 
au thorities fo r spying. So fo r 
tw o  weeks they were in da ily  
contact w ith  w hat turned out 
to be h ig h ly  rad ioactive ash. I t  
was in  th e ir h a ir and under 
th e ir nails and imbedded in the 
ropes w ith  w hich they worked.

O nly as th e ir skin turned 
b lack and the ir h a ir began to 
fa ll out, and as they became 
listless and i l l ,  d id  they begin 
to comprehend tha t somehow, 
m ysteriously they had been 
affected by the explosion.

T he ir re tu rn  was fo llow ed by 
14 months o f hospita lization 
and complete s te r ility  fo r  a 
longer period fo r the survivors. 
The ship’s radio operator, K u - 
boyama, died a f t e r  s e v e n  
months. The know ledge that 
once again countrym en of 
the irs had become atom ic v ic ­
tim s sent a wave of revulsion

Japanese w orkers m arching last M ay Day carried a 
float dep icting the Lucky  Dragon, the fishing boat tha t was 
showered w ith  radioactive ash from  the U nited Stales 
hydrogen bomb exploded in  the Pacific in  1956. The h o rr ify ­
ing  incident swelled Japanese opposition to the tests.

through the w hole Japanese 
population.

There began w hat has since 
become a w orld -w ide  campaign 
to force cessation o f atom ic 
bomb testing. A  request to the 
U.S. by the Japanese govern­
ment at least to give more 
specific w a rn ing  of test dates 
and to ha lt the testing during  
the fishing season was ignored, 
although tuna is a basic source 
of pro te in  in  Japan and 457 
tons from  683 boats had to be 
dumped or buried as rad io ­
active du ring  1954.

Even the requests by Japan­
ese scientists fo r in fo rm ation

about the composition of the 
fa llo u t ash, w h ich  was necessary 
fo r proper treatm ent of the v ic ­
tims, were ignored by U.S. o f­
ficials.

Pub lic  spokesmen in the U.S. 
m in im ized the Japanese trag ­
edy in every possible way. 
Some anonymous medical au th­
o r ity  claimed tha t Kuboyam a 
d id  not die from  exposure to 
rad ioac tiv ity , b u t from  too 
many blood transfusions! O f 
course, had there been no 
bomb test he w ou ld  not have 
neded any transfusions.

In  the meantime Japanese 
scientists proceeded over a pe-

Appalling Child Suicide R ate in New York City
B y  M o r r is  Z u c k o ff

A  16-year-old boy, brooding 
over a fa m ily  argum ent, a t­
tempts to com m it suicide. A  13- 
year-old ch ild , depressed be­
cause both parents were i l l ,  
attem pts suicide. A no ther boy 
of 13 tries to take his life  be­
cause he is unhappy —  both 
parents w o rk  t i l l  5 P.M. and 
are ra re ly  around the house.

These are b u t three instances 
in 23, of ch ildren between the 
ages o f 12 and 17 who a ttem pt­
ed to com m it suicide between 
March 1955 and January 1956 
in New Y ork  C ity . In  1956 the 
D epartm ent of H ealth listed 10 
suicides.

The lines penned by the Eng­
lish  poet A . E. Housman, “ I, a 
stranger and a fra id  in  a w o rld  
I  never made,”  find trag ic ex­
pression in the grow ing rate of 
yo u th fu l suicide attempts and 
em otional disorders. Studies 
now  being conducted by the 
N.Y. D epartm ent o f H ealth un­
der the supervision of D r. H ar­
old Jacobziner reveal at least 100 
suicide attempts a year among 
young people under 18 years of 
age in  the c ity . B u t these fig ­
ures are lim ite d  to suicide a t­
tempts w ith  poison. N ot lis ted 
in any o ffic ia l figures are count­
less other attem pts by drow ning, 
jum ping, hanging and the use 
o f weapons.
THE CAUSES

An o ffic ia l at the H ealth De­
partm ent’s Poison C ontro l Cen­
te r pointed out th a t those c h il­
dren a ttem pting  suicide were 
troubled by insecurity, depriva- 

' tion  and fear. A fte r  a nurse

treats them fo r  poisoning and 
a staff psych ia tris t gives them 
a cursory exam ination, they are 
re turned to the ve ry  life  tha t 
im pelled them to self-destruc­
tion  to begin w ith . A  staff psy­
ch ia tris t, connected w ith  the 
D epartm ent o f Health, observed 
tha t suicide becomes “ a last 
desperate e ffo rt to rem ain free 
and independent.”

According lo a study, pub­
lished by the c ity 's  M ental 
C om m unity H ealth Board, en­
tit le d  "M en ta l H ealth Resour­
ces in  N YC ," 18,758 persons un ­
der 18 were patients of various 
m enia l clin ics in  New Y ork  
C ity  between January and A ug­
ust, 1956. T he ir treatm ent v a r­
ied from  a single in te rv ie w  to 
long-range treatm ent. H a lf of 
them were seen and treated in 
pub lic school clinics. B u t they 
are on ly a fraction  of the 72.154 
ch ild ren  who were m ere ly in ­
terviewed, in  the same period, 
fo r the purpose of determ ining 
the need fo r any k in d  of tre a t­
ment.

These figures g ive no ind ica­
tion  of the many ch ild ren  who 
never even got as fa r as the 
firs t or diagnostic in te rv ie w  be­
cause o f 1) the lim ite d  fac ilities  
of the Bureau o f C h ild  Gui 
dance, 2) the long w a itin g  lists 
in  m un ic ipa l hospitals o r be­
cause 3) parents, no t under­
standing or ashamed, hushed up 
th e ir ch ild ’s emotional o r m en­
ta l disorder.
1 FOR 5,372

The Bureau o f C h ild  G u id ­
ance, established in  1931 to pro­
vide c lin ica l services to school

Strike Wave Hits Franco Dictatorship
B y  C. R . H u b b a rd  

M A R C H  31 —  A  new wave 
o f strikes has h it Spanish fascist 
d ic ta to r Franco. In  response to 
a general s tr ike  call issued in  
Barcelona approxim ate ly  30,000 
w orkers le ft th e ir jobs due 
e ithe r lo  strikes or to govern­
m ent lockouts. In  the province 
of Catalonia thousands more 
protested governm ent repres­
sions by slow-downs and fo ld ­
ed-arms strikes. O ther parts of 
Spain w ere q u ick ly  affected. In 
the  north  fou r paper m ills  al 
Tolosa were shut down as w e ll 
as a metal factory in  Andoain.

. News of the beginning of th is 
new  m ilita n t upsurge o f the 
oppressed Spanish w orkers was

prac tica lly  buried  in  the U.S. 
d a ily  press. E arly  th is  m onth a 
March 11 N.Y. Times dispatch 
reported, “ Labor's disputes in 
northern  Spain’s Oviedo coal­
fields today a ll bu t paralyzed 
production. Three mines shut 
down.”  This story, quoted above 
in fu ll,  was the firs t m ention of 
the m iners’ s tr ike  th a t began 
March 4 and q u ick ly  spread to 
o ther m ine areas, sparking a 
wave of strikes throughout the 
country.

The s tr ike  m ovem ent spread 
despite savage repressions un­
leashed to stop it. On March 15 
Franco announced suspension of 
three artic les in  the constitu­
tion. The suspension sanctioned

forc ib le  rem oval o f s trike rs  and 
th e ir fam ilies from  th e ir homes 
and the areas in  w h ich  they 
live . I t  a llowed authorities to 
invade priva te  homes w ith o u t 
w arrants at any tim e  o f the 
day or n igh t. A nd  Franco’s cops 
were empowered to ja il  s t r ik ­
ers and keep them ja ile d  w ith ­
out any legal fo rm alities.

The regim e’s attem pt to te r­
rorize the strikers ev idently  
fa iled. On M arch 27 the N.Y. 
Times reported tha t the m iners 
returned to w o rk  "o n ly  after 
the governm ent had agreed to 
restore" the suspended articles 
in  the constitu tion.

A no the r partia l v ic to ry  was 
scored on March 29 when Gen.

Felipe Acedo, C iv il G overnor 
o f Barcelona, announced tha t 
“a ll w orkers w ou ld  be paid 
w hatever money was ow ing to 
them .”  Clashes had been ex­
pected to break ou t between 
s trike rs  try in g  to collect de­
ferred pay and cops at the 
closed plants.
ECONOMIC PICTURE 

The m ounting in fla tion  in  
Spain is one of the im m ediate 
causes o f the w orkers ’ new 
upsurge. “ A  serious flig h t o f 
Spanish capita l to  S w itzerland”  
is reported tak ing  place in semi­
secrecy. Franco has appealed 
to his fr ie n d ly  a lly , the U.S. 
State Departm ent, fo r a 30-40% 
boost in  economic aid to prop

up his shaky dictatorship.
Past U.S. contributions lo 

help Franco keep the Spanish 
workers in  chains have totaled 
$811,800,000. In  add ition $200,- 
000,000 in  m ilita ry  equipm ent 
has been given to Franco's 
armed forces. Another $200,000.- 
000 is scheduled fo r de live ry  
w ith in  the next year. Tota l cost 
of U.S. a ir bases in  Spain, 
nearly  completed, w il l  amount 
to another $350 m illio n .

C A M P A IG N  COFFERS
The contribu tions o f e ight of 

Am erica ’s richest fam ilies to 
candidates in the 1956 cam­
paign tota lled more than a ll 
con tribu tions by labor unions.

ch ild ren , is hopelessly under­
staffed. A t  present i t  has 175 
fu ll- t im e  and pa rt-tim e  profes­
sional workers. For a school 
enro llm ent of approxim ate ly  
940,000 ch ildren there is only 
one guidance w orker fo r  every 
5,372 ch ildren.

The recent tragedy of Louis 
D iam ant, a seven-year-old boy 
who was lured to the Hudson 
R iver and allegedly pushed in 
by an 11-year-old fr ie n d  focus­
es a tten tion  on the im perative 
need fo r greater psychiatric fa ­
c ilities . The Bureau of C hild  
Guidance in  the school w hich 
both boys attended is staffed by 
a school psychologist in  a tten­
dance one day a week and by 
a social w o rke r in  attendance 
one and a ha lf days a week. 
The school has an enro llm ent 
of 1,100.

“ O f the New Y ork  C ity  young 
people r 14 to 21 years o f age] 
hospitalized fo r  various causes, 
21% were suffering from  m en­
ta l disorders; about one-th ird  
w ith  schizophrenic m anifesta­
tions and another one-th ird  
w ith  psychoneurotic and other 
non-psychotic disorders”  (M en­
ta l H ealth Resources in NYC). 
Schizophrenia is a m ental d is­
order in  w hich the ind iv idua l, 
unable to cope w ith  the harsh 
demands of the w o rld  w ith ­
draws in to  a w o rld  o f fantasy.

According to a P ub lic  A ffa irs  
pam phlet on Mental Health, 
21% of the people adm itted to 
mental hospitals na tiona lly  are 
schizophrenic. I t  is among youth 
that th is  disease is most com­
mon. They arc the least cap­
able of absorbing and dealing
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w ith  the shocks and b ru ta lities  
o f the w orld . “ A t least 150,000 
ch ild ren  are seen in psych ia tric 
c lin ics each year,”  the pamphlet 
points out.
K ID S  FIR ST V IC T IM S

Experts agree th a t suicide, 
m enta l disorders, delinquency, 
and drug addiction are acts of 
desperation aris ing from  in ­
a b ility  to cope w ith  a bru ta l 
and horror-laden w orld . A jl 
fou r categories increased among 
young people between 1939 and 
1945, decreased between 1945 
and 1948 and rose again be­
tween 1948 and the present. 
The firs t v ic tim s o f the cold- 
w ar tensions are ch ildren. Then 
too, d iscrim ination , the spectre 
o f joblessness, ta lk  of wars of 
ann ih ila tion  —  a ll these have 
a disastrous effect on ch ild ren ’s 
sensibilities.

Despite the d ire  need of 
funds fo r more psychologists, 
psychiatrists, pediatricians, so­
cia l w orkers and m enta l c lin ­
ics, New York 's  cap ita lis t p o li­
ticians on March 6 cut $3,000,000 
fo r ch ild  day-care centers out 
of the state budget. A t the 
same tim e they restored $283,- 
000 to the State N aval M ilit ia . 
Thai is a sum ten times the 
amount spent by the NYC 
M ental H e a l t h  C om m unity 
Board in  1956-57 lo help m a in ­
ta in  the on ly  psych ia tric  c lin ic  
serving adolescents in  the 
whole c ity . I t  also represents 
tw o-and-a-ha lf t i m e s  more 
money than the annual c ity  
appropria tion fo r The Juvenile 
Delinquency E va luation P ro­
ject.
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riod o f weeks to analyze the 
traces of ash culled from  the 
ship and not on ly determ ined 
its exact composition, bu t re ­
constructed thq p rinc ip le  of the 
bomb. Previously, on ly the rare 
uranium-235 had been used in 
bombs as fission had never 
been produced in the im ­
mensely more abundant u ran­
ium-238. The fission by-product 
o f uranium-238 is u ran ium - 
237 w hich had o rig in a lly  been 
discovered in Japan by the 
very nuclear scientist who 
w orked on the ash analysis and 
who found uranium-237 as one 
o f the p rinc ipa l elements in 
the ash. F u rth e r w o rk  estab­
lished tha t the bomb had ap­
pa ren tly  used a conventional 
fission core m erely as a tr igge r 
w hich set off a hydrogen fusion 
reaction, w hich in tu rn  deve l­
oped the tremendous neutron 
speed necessary to cause fission 
in  na tu ra l u ran ium . The esti­
mate was made th a t app rox im ­
a te ly  one-half ton of u ran ium  
was exploded. This mednt tha t 
bombs of v ir tu a lly  any power 
could be made r e l a t i v e l y  
cheaply.

Thus the shroud of secrecy 
w hich the AEC th rew  around 
the bomb and its effect were lo  
no avail, except to cause the 
death of a poor fisherman and 
the prolonged and p a in fu l i l l ­
ness of 22 others. The test se­
crets were exposed, the m ain 
one being tha t the AEC had 
proceeded w ith  a test of an ex­
plosion of h ithe rto  unknow n 
power, gam bling on w hat its 
effects m ight be. A nd when the 
gamble w ent aw ry  i f  tr ied  
every means to cover up.

C erta in ly  no one, a fte r read­
ing Ralph E. Lapp ’s com pelling 
story of these events, could 
place any fa ith  in the o ffic ia l 
AEC cla im  today that con tin ­
ued bomb tests are necessary 
and safe.

Proposed Roads 

To Soviet Democracy
O ne o f th e  m ost d isa g re e d -u p o n  s u b je c ts  in  th e  

ra d ic a l m o v e m e n t. R a n g in g  fro m  r ig h t  lo  le f t ,  p o s itio n s  
a re : 1) d e m o c ra cy  and  th e  S o v ie t s ys te m  a re  in c o m ­
p a t ib le ;  2) th e  s ta tu s  q u o  is e m in e n t ly  s a t is fa c to ry ; 3) 
a process o f re fo rm s  w i l l  b r in g  d e m o c ra c y ; 4) a p o ­
l i t ic a l  re v o lu t io n  o f th e  S o v ie t masses is th e  o n ly  
re a lis t ic  ro a d  to  d e m o c ra tiz a t io n . T h e  th o u g h t fu l e x ­
a m in a tio n  o f these fo u r  v ie w s  m a ke s  th is  a r t ic le  essen­
t ia l  re a d in g .

S end 35'’ fo r  a co p y
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A P R IL  2 —  Helen Sobell re ­
turned Iasi n igh i w ith  her son. 
M ark, from  ih e ir  firs l v is it 
w ith  her husband in  A tlan ta  
Federal prison. For the firs t 
tim e in nearly five years the 
prisoner and his w ife  embraced. 
"A  guard sal w ith  us in  the 
room. B u t he was reading and 
d id n 't d is tu rb  our small meas­
ure of p rivacy ." Mrs. Sobell re ­
ported.

“ M ark ’s comment a fte r our 
v is it,”  she said, “ summed up 
the jo y  o f the occasion. ‘This 
was the best one ye t,’ he said. 
A t A lca traz we could never see 
more than ju s t his head and 
shoulders. This lim e  we could 
see a ll o f h im . We sat beside 
h im  on a couch. We could 
touch him . Can you under­
stand m y new hope tha t our 
fu l l  l ife  m igh t soon be re ­
stored?”
TWO BANQUETS

The struggle to free M orton 
Sobell, sentenced to 30 years 
in prison on fram ed-up charges 
o f “ conspiracy,”  has gained 
new hope and energy th rough­
ou t the country. Close on the 
heels of the A p r il 12 Freedom 
Banquet in  Los Angeles, a 
New Y o rk  banquet w il l  be 
held. On Monday, A p r il 21, 
New Y o rk  supporters of So­
bell w i l l  gather at the Tavern 
on the Green restaurant. Res­
ervations fo r d inner are $10 a 
plate. A ll  who collect 25 sig­
natures and $10 in  con tribu ­
tions fo r the fig h t to free So­
bell w il l  be g iven a reserva­
tion.

The Reverend Peter M cC or­
mack, form er Protestant chap­
la in  at A lcatraz, w il l  be one of 
the speakers at the banquet. 
The d inner w il l  m ark the 
opening of a national d rive  fo r 
petitions appealing fo r execu­
tive  action to free the scientist 
from  prison.

Reservations fo r the New 
Y ork  d inner may be obtained 
by w rit in g  to the Sobell Com­
m ittee at 940 Broadway, or 
te lephoning A L  4-9983. In  Los 
Angeles reservations may be 
obtained at 462 N. Western.
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