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TWO PARTIES SKIMP ON JOBLESS AlD

'We Propose a Socialist Electoral Coalition

i
I
|

Speech hy J.P. Gannon
Urging United Action
In the 1958 Campaign

We print below the speech delivered by James P. Cannon,
National Chairmen of the Socialist Workers Party, at a March
1 SWP Dinner-Meeting where he and Vincent Hallinan, 1952
Progressive Party Presidential candidate, spoke. The meeting
was reported in last week’s Militant. The topic of the evening
was “United Socialist Political Action in 1958 and the Outlook
for American Socialism.” —Ed.

The subject assigned to us tonight, as it appears in
the advertisements, reads: “United Socialist Political
Action in 1958 — and the prospects for American social-
ists.” This two-sided subject proposes action today and
suggests, at the same time, that we look ahead and try
to see where we are going.

In my opinion, the two sides of the subject are
cqually important, and they are properly joined together.
Unless we consider our outlook it's not casy to take any
kind of meaningful action. On the other hand, if we con-
tent ourselves with looking at the future as we would like
to see it, and do nothing about it today. take no action in
the direction of our goal, we debase our vision into a
daydream of mopers and idlers.

Direction without motion is just aboul as useless as
motion without direction. If we want to do anything
meaningful and purposeful in the present day, we have
to look ahead and sce the general direction of our goal
And if we want to reach the desired goal without too
much delay we have to get started. We have fo. get going.
That. I think, is the double meaning of the lubject as-
signed to us for our discussion tonight.

Our vision and our goal, to which our lives are com-
mitted and which make our lives worthwhile, Is the so-
cialist society of the free and equal. And as a next prac-
tical, experimental step on the road to that glorious ob-
jective, we ought to take a census of the spcialist popula-
tion of this country. We should try to find out how many
people will make out their ballots for socialism if the
issue is presented to them squarely. To that end we are
proposing an clectoral coalition of socialist forces for
united socialist political action in 1958.

I believe that a survey of the present situation in the
American socialist movement will show the feasibility and
the timeliness of this proposed next step. There are im-
poriant historical precedents for this procedure, as I will
relate a little later on,

We have to start from where we are. In the discus-
sion and exchange of views that have been takinhg place,
particularly in the past two years, many writers in dif-
ferent publications have turned their attention to this
question of just where we stand right now, The trend of
opinion scems to range from sober to gloomy.

Some say we're “at rock bottom.” Others say

we

“Hl N n ’978/

national chairman of the Socialist

Jemes P. Cannon,
Workers Party (left) and Vincent Hallinan, 1852 Progressive

Party candidate, addressing a March | Dinner-Meeting in
Los Angeles under the banner. “For United Socialist Political

Action in 1958 — Against Boih Big Business Parties!"”

Cannon’s speech is published in this issue. Hallinan de-
clared the American people will progress only if socialisis
“educate them in the truths, the achievements, and the
possibilities of socialism. We have to tell them what so-
cialism has done, and we have fo point out all its promises
and possibilities,”

have no place to go but up." And then some real calamity
howlers have expressed the opinion that we can't even go
up or down or sideways; that all we can do is just sil
there and *“think,” and twiddle our thumbs, and perhaps
wait for a new Moses to be discovered in the bullrushes,
who will lead us out of this capitalistic Egypt.

Well, I don't believe in unfounded optimism at all.
but, as T see it, the reality is a little better than some
socialists picture it. There is no doubt. no douht whatever
that the present position of American socialism is far
from good. and far from strong. That's obvious. But what
about the other side of the present reality — what about
the position of American capitalism? Well, she ain’t what
she used to be, that's for sure.

This small capitalist segment of the world thal as-
pired only yesterday to rule the whole world, has fallen
on evil days and everybody knows it. Even the profes-
sional boasters are singing the blues. As 1 read the com-
ments, ranging all the way from the colonial world to the
very centers of American power in these days, the gen-
cral opinion of American capitalism is that it's in a hell
of a fix. I am only telling you what I read., bul I musl
admit that I think so too. Nobody has any confidence ex-
cept Eisenhower. And he's out on the goll course and
doesn't know what's going on. They say he doesn't even
read the newspapers.

Now, we socialists don't need to conceal our own

troubles — we have plenty of them. We who have sur-
vived the storms of these last terrible years, know very
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well that we have been hurt. The socialist movement in
the United States has suffered heavy blows, one on top
of another, for at least 17 consecutive years.

First, there were the terrible reactionary eflects on
| the labor movement, and on all American radicalism and

.‘e\'en liberal thought, of the Second World War. And the

cold war that followed it. And the Korean war. The ef-
‘fccls were reactionary in all directions,

A Turn of the Tide

Then we had to contend with the conservatizing in-
fluence of the long, artificially propped-up prosperity,
which sapped the strength of American radicalism in all
its departments.

And then we had to put up with the devastation and
terror of the long witch-hunt, which decimated the ranks
of American radicalism and liberalism and all sections of
the socialist movement.

And then, last, but not least, the socialist movement
has been sapped by a moral sickness — the calculated lies
and slanders, the suppression of free and independent
thought, the violations of class solidarity, the disruption
of fraternal relations and free discussion among socialists
of different tendencies. All this dirty business has worked
to demoralize the movement and to discredit the name of
socialism.

We have been hit hard from all sides. But in spite of
that — and this is our great capital for the future — a
considerable nucleus of undaunted and incorruptible so-
cralists have survived all this adversity. More than that,
the adverse factors have been changing in recent times
For several years now, if we have looked closely enough.
we have seen a turn of the tide.

Anti-war sentiment is stronger in this country today
than it has been at any time in the last quarter of a cen-
tury. The most striking proof of that is the fact that, for
the first time since the earlv thirties, Hollywood dares to
make anti-war movies again. And they are turning out
to be the most popular movies on the screen todav. There
is a world of significance in this simple fact which the
movie manufacturers never dreamed of when they were
making something Lo sell.

Not only is the anti-war sentiment strong and grow-
ing. but economic troubles are beginning to engender a
new radicalism. The unprecedented boom, propped up by
military spending, was dragged out so long that many
people began 1o think that capitalism finally had found
a way to ecscape from its own laws. This artificial boom,
according to what I rcad in the most conservative financial
journals of the country. has entered into a decline. They
call it a “recession.” but theyv admit there are five million
unemploved in this country: and that mecans that there
are probably six to seven million actually unemployed.

And nowhere have I been able to read in the financial
and cconomic columns of the various journals — nowhere

except in Fisenhower’s speeches--any promise that it
will get better “next month.” Or, more correctly, this

(Continued on Page 2)

SWP Launches $20,000

Socialist Expansion Fund

MARCH 12 — The $20,000 spring Fund drive of Lhe
Socialist Workers TParty got an inspiring start in Los
Angeles, March 1, with the banquet at which James P.
(Cannon. Nalional Chairman of+4
the SWP, and Vincent Halli-
nan, former Presidential candi-
date of the Progressive Party
spoke. The Fund Drive is to
continue for three months to
help finance expanding socialist
activities,

The primary objective set by
the SWP 1 the period ahead is
to promote united socialist tick-
cls many states as pos-
sible for the 1958 elections, In
three states the SWP, in order
to assure a socialist campaign.
has proceeded with its own list
of candidates — in New Jersev.

in the past, under the adverse
economic circumstances, will
surely require prodigious effort.
But the growing confidence that
permeates the socialist ranks
about their future as they
achieve greater unity in action
provides the incentive for heav-
ier sacrifice,

The Socialist Workers Party |
appeals to rcaders of the Mili-
tant 1o help finance the ambi-
tious socialist crusade.

Amecrican socialists are not
called upon for the sacrifice de-
manded of socialists in other

as

Pennsylvania and Michigan. In .]"imd&x .r;:’(’;‘\',-milgl'lg a‘:"l.”l“(l):hg'
IMNMinois the SWP  has joined \',“(;' \‘“’”h el e = ‘
with othey radical groups 1o cl p

joying fthe highest living stan-
dards in the world. They have |
margin lo give so as to assure a}
fiture of pcace and abundance. |

As James P Cannon sald
his concluding remarks at Ihe

suppor! a socialist candidate o
the House of Representatives.
Elsewhere  the possibility  of
united socialist clection activity
is currently beimg explored.

: T E y AT
e e o pshy e | March 1 Los Angeles hanquet
cause of socialism, in a sitoi- (sec  dnxt, "1)-\‘. page): “The
tion in this eountry inereasing American = sacialist “"m"‘m""'
Iv favorable 1o the spread of has been badly battered in the
. “tormes of reeent years. But the
socialist’ ideas: new ovenls . . . show that the
PLAN TWO DRIVES movement  is sl alive  and

To meect these expanding [ kicking and is even lonking up
needs, twa spocial fund drives [a bit, The prospects are brighter
are planned [or 1955, Despite [than they have been for a long
widespread unemploymient, ve- | time. We should take heart and
duced hours nf work and con | hope, as Debs used ta say, and
thued  mbation, the SWP is [ work diligently in the coming
confident that the funds for ex- | davs 1a Jurn the bright pros
pansion can be raised. peets  into new ar hicvements

Collzeling greater fund: than and new advance

Anti- Lahor Drgy Marks Kohler Hearing

By GEORGE LAVAN

th> witness stand, a company |mitted a siate officer—machine

With the investigation of | mqvw of the s_tnke. na_tura}ly guns, riot guns and tear gas
the United Auto Workers and edited to make it an anti-union | guns.
the four-year-long Kohler horror film, and the Ilengthy Shebovgan  County's forme
strike, the Senate Rackets In- airing of the company’s anti- |sheriff Mosch lestified that he
vestigating Commilice has 10ss- labor charges. had been urged by the Repub-
od to the wind its few Aimsy Even with a crew of Senators | lican County chairman {o use
parments of camouflage “im- on the committee openly acting | cunfire to disperse the pickets
partiality. The resulting spec- as Kohler agents, the situation [ but had refused. For this Mosch
tacle of labor-hating vicious- stinls so 1o heaven that a few [ was subscquently  praised by
ness and hypoerisy in all its of the true facts have come oul. | the strikers and dumped by the
nakedness is enough t{o turn KOHLER PILES UP ARMS Republican  Party which con-
the strongest stomachs, For example. staff investiga- l‘,oo:'l\rc:“(:d‘-?)‘\l-mignlaln‘q o
The UAW .hns from the first tor Crrmine Bellano. on Feb. ! C : ohler,
been a principal Hll'l!(‘l‘ of the 28 testified that examination of LABOR SPIES
McClellan Committee. C.ommni- Kohler's books revealed that Revelations  were  made  of
tee strategy was 1o walt until L immediately  after the UAW  the use of labor spies by Koh-
shortly before its negotiations won the repiesentation clee- | ler, the “Bathtub Baron.” At
with the auto corporations non, the company started buy-|least 1wo detective ageneies
Then the Scnate propaganda ma  euns  and  thousands  of | were used. Labor spies were on
altavle on ‘h(" union could be rounds of ammunition. Bellano | the picket lines, working in the
coordinated with 'h(“ corpora: EMIL MAZEY thepeupon  was  subjeeterd  to | strike  kitchen, mingling  with
tions" resistance. This would hostile questioning and thinlv- | strikers in bars. ete. Listening
also allow the time needed for| — —— — ~ | veiled threats from the “im- |devices were planted to record
propaganda preparation of |6, statement first by Hevbert | partial™ Senators plekets' conversations, How
the public on union corruption |y  Kohler (o his mouthpicee, The stooze police chiel of [many of the much-publicized
bY exposes of the Teamsters'. || .,un C. Conge:d followed by | Kohler Village reluctantly ad-| violent incidents with which
damilar time for Walter Reuth- | nptted that a month after the | the company is cramming the
McCAHTHY GOAL er, President of the UAW. Nol | gnisn victory in the bargain- | committee record were insti-
The late unlamented Senator | wanting the publie 1o 2ol an | e pizhis election, he made 40| gated and carried out by these
McCarthy proclaimed this aim averall picture af the =trike al | picked Kohler employvees special | spies is not known. However.
at the beginning when he de- [the begmnmg of the hearing [ Sffjee The normal stiengily | 'n several instances the union
elared (hal what the eommittee |and  fearing Renther was 100 | 4f the company town's police | has shown that this was the
would reveal about Walter Ren- [#ble a speaker, the committee | fapee had heen five, 10 swas in- | case.
ther and the UAW wonld make | balked,  Finally  the four Be- | vppaned tnabout 90, Half {he I's havd tn sef a new low
Dave BReck and the Teamster puhlu’;m members plus Domn- | yew recrits he tramed in the for a Senate Investizgaling Com.
camell Tike attar of voses” in [cratie chaman MeClellan vot- | ue af  cubmachine guns and [ mitlae bul thal was done in
camparison. ed that  company  and  anion | 1ea ras cuns on he company the grilling of Rabert Burk-
So determined were the [4-|statements should come at the | vifle ranae harl, UAW international repre-
bor-haters that theii anti-UAW | heaving’s end. This pooeedire | 1y order to get around a|sentalive in charge of the Koh-
spectacular should  he  slaged | permits the labor-haters better | spagn law limiting the weapons | ler strike. Labor spies arvanzed
lettor perfect. that for five days |10 manipilate the hr:n'm;:.. 2IV- | of a village police forcs to pis- [ With 1he Morals Squad of
they suspended  all  business | ing headlines 1o the testimony | sols, Kohler formed a phony |[!he Milwaukee Police depart-
aver a procedural digpute. This | they wish publicized. efe humane society with the vil.[ment for a midnight raid on
was the objection to the stall Thus the hearing up till now |lage police chief as the head.|Burkhart's living quarters be-
reconymendation that the hear- | has been marked by a parade | A humane society officar legal- | cause he and his wife were not
mg should cren with a two-'eof ccabs and company agenls lolly mey peossess weapons per- (Continued on Puge ¢)

Mlllmns Desperate

But Democrats, GOP
Are Slow and Stingy

By GORDON BAILEY
MARCH 12 — Although unemployment is admitted
by Secretary of Labor Mitchell to have reached a post-

war record of 5.173.000, the

Democrats and Republicans

ere just now belatedly taking+—

the first slow steps —and in-
adequate ones at that—to meet
the crisis. Actually nobody
knows the true total of unem-
ployed. It probhably runs one to
two million higher than the
government figure. The official
figure is compiled on the basir
of inadequate statistics, guess.
and a strong desire to mini-
mize the true total. Only about
20 states have machinery foi
reasonably accurate tabulation
of the jobless and their reports
often reach the Census Bureau
many weeks late.

The plight of the unemploy-
ed 1s revealed by the mount-
ing number of those who have
already exhausted their unem-
plovment henefits. According to
today's Wall Strect Journal.
111,000 used up theny benefits
in December and 147000 in
January. “In  the past =six
weeks, stale officials report, the
number of people exhausting
theiy benefite has vaulted even
more sharply.”

1,800,000 NOT COVERED

In addition there are 1,800,-
000 unemployed workers who
are not covered by unemploy-
ment compensation. Togelher
with those who have exhausted
their benefits there are thus
about three million today with-
out wages or compensation
through no fault of their own

Those unemployed workers
who are still drawing unem-
ployment compensation are re-
ceiving far less than the 50%
of their earnings originally
planned when the state unem-
plovment laws were drawn up
in the 1930's. The average pay-
ment today. $28 per week.
comes only to about 30% of
wages.

As the situation grew more
and more desperate, Eisenhow -
er on March 8 proposed a
“temporary” exlension of un-
employment compensation from
the present 26 weeks ov less to
39 weeks. No mention  was
made of extending unemplov-
ment benefits to the 1,800,000
jobless not covered by unem-
ployvment insurance. Galvanized
by Eisenhower's proposal of a
13-week extension of compen-
:ation, the Democrats on March
11 introduced a bill in the
House upping it to 16 weeks,
but also on a “temporary” ba-
#4s. Onee again there was no
provision to aid the jobless lefl

out of the compcnsation sys-
tem.
According to the March 13

N.Y. Times, at the AFL-CIO
Emergency Conference in
Washington there was “a strong
current  of opposition among
labor leaders” to the temporary
naturce of both Republican and

MITCHELL

Democratic proposals on unems-
Noyvment compensation,
MINIMUM DEMAND

A minimum demand for la-
bor should be unemployment
compensation for the cntire pe-
riod of unemplovment and ex-
tension of benefits to all those
needing jobs. Moreover, labor
must demand that unemploy-
ment compensation be at full
trade-umon wages. The Ken-
nedy-MceCarthy bill introduced
in the House would increase
henefits only about $10 a week.
This would still leave benefits
50% or less of regular wages.
How can workers, who were
barely getting by on full
wages, be expected to maintaifn
their families on anything ap~
proaching a decent standard of
life at 50% or less at present.
day inflation prices?

An example of the phony
anli-recession measures being
favored by both paitics is the
$1.8 billion "emergency houss-
ing"" bill passed by the Senate
March 12. It makes that sum
available 1o banks and other
lending agencies for housing
loans. It also ups the interest
rate allowed banks on GI homs
loans. Herelofore banks have
praciicallv  refused to take
mortgages on Gl-loan homes be-
cause the mlerest rates \velent
high ennugh. However, it I8
oroblematical that many peos
ple, including Gls (who will
now have to pay higher inters
est) will be in an economic po-
sition to build homes even with
the banks readier_ to lend. Sen-
ator Monvoney (Okla.) declared
the amendment on GI loans “a
billion-dollar bounty for money
lenders,”

WAITING FOR UPTURN

After sitting on his hands forf
six months while the economy
declined, Eisenhower last week

frankly staled he was waiting
for the natural forces of capit-
(Coutinued on Page 4)

Program

ment. For union unemployed
less members’ grievances on

etc.

(4) A gisnt public works

country today.
($) Union action and FEP

in layoffs, rehiring,
works hiring, relief, elc.

Unemployment

(1) Organization of the unemployed by the labor moves

pensation, rent mortgage and installment payments, relief;

(2) Unemploymeni compensation 1o all jobless for the
entire period of unemployment at irade-union wages.

(3) A 30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay to be the number
one demand of all unions in contract negotiations.
federal and state wage-and-hours laws to include 30-for-40.

to build all the schools, hospitals, low-cost housing, highways
and other useful and peaceful construction needed

unemployment

(6) A debt moratorium for the unemployed. No evictions
or foreclosures on homes, autos or sppliances.

(7) No taxes on yearly incomes of $7.500 or less.
withholding and sales !axes to restore workers’
power. Tax the rich and the corporations.

(8) Build a Labor Party based on the unions in alliance
with minority peoples and working farmers.

to Fight

commitiees o light their jobs
rehiring, unemployment come

Amend
program at trade-union wages
in this

laws {0 prevent discrimination
compensation, public-

End
purchasing
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month — this is the first ot Mareh already, and Eisen-
hower is already one day down on his fatuous prophecy.

Anti-war sentiment is growing, the capitalist economy
is in decline and with it the conservatizing influence of
prosperity is spending its force. And also in recent years
we’ve seen the witeh-hunt slow down. It isn't stopped by
any means, but the witch-hunt terror that all sections of
American radicalism had to contend with in the past ten
years, has been decidedly moderated. People are raising
their courage again in wider and wider numbers. All that
A8 in our favor.

A New Atmosphere

And no less important than these favorable turns in
the situation, is a new atmosphere in the circles of Ameri-
can radicalism—in all eircles. Socialists of different ten-
dencies have begun to think ol each other as comrades
Free discussion and fraternization, and sentiment for
united action and regroupment of all the scattered forces.
are the order of the day now everywhere. I say that's a
good day for us and for our cause—the cause of American
socialism.

It doesn’t bother me at all that, in a meeting such ar
ours, we have some criticism of each other; and some
things are said by one speaker that another can't fully
endorse—that's not the significant thing about this great
meeting tonight. The significant thing is that socialists of
different tendencies stand together here on the same plat-
form and urge united action against the capitalist class.

All these changes I have mentioned are in our favor.
and we should take advantage of them. We should see in
them the opportunity for American socialism to enter a
new stage of revival which will carry it to new heights,
'on the road to victory over American capitalism.

In spite of all that has happened to discourage, to ter-
rorize, to weaken and demoralize the movement there are
still a lot of socialists in this country. The sentiment for
socialism in the United States, even today. after all that
thas happened. is much bigger than any of the organized
parties and groups; bigger than all of them put together.
/And the potential sentiment for socialism, which the bark-
ruptey of American capitalism will generate in the next
period, is a hundred or a thousand times greater than the
conscious socialist sentiment at this present moment.
That's the real situation as I see i, and the real prospect
before us. We ought to take it as the starting point in a
new struggle to put socialism on the map and wipe capi-
‘talism off the map.

The Starting Point

The basic aim in rebuilding for the future, as I think
all present will agree—the basic aim to which we are all
striving—is to regroup the scattered socialist forces, and
.eventually to get all honest socialists together in one com-
‘mon party organization. But that can’t be done in a day
‘The experience of the last two years shows that it will
.take time. We’ll have to take the process of collaboration
and unification in stages, one step at a time.

The starting point of the process is for all genuine
-gocialists of all tendencies, whether presently affiliated to
one organization or another. or independent at present. to
recognize that we are all part of one movement. and that
we ought to work together fraternally in one ficld of ac-
tion after another. Work together against the injustices
and oppressions of capitalism. That sounds almost like a
revolutionary assertion after the terrible experience of
the disruption of solidarity. But it used to be the un-
varying practice and tradition of the old socialist and
radical movement in America.

In the time of Debs and Haywood and Vincent St.
John, there were many differences of opinion and differ-
ent organizations, and many quarrels and squabbles and
debates. But it was taken for granted, as a matter of
‘¢ourse, that when there was an issue of common interest
against the class enemy—whether it was a strike, or a
labor leadet arrested, or some act of injustice committed
against any section of the movement — that all should
work together in solidarity against the injustice.

On this point 1 am a reactionary—I want to turn the
clock back to the good old days of solidarity and coopera-
tion in practical action against the common enemy. Fra-
ternal cooperation and solidarity in practical action does
Tiot exclude differences of opinion, does not exclude dis-
cussion and debate as we go along. There is no socialist
life without free discussion of differences. But while we
discuss our differences, we should also remember what
we have in common as socialists and act together in sup-
port of it. .

Many different opinions are being expressed in the
¢ourse of debate on the American road to socialism. I
think all suggestions and ideas should get an attentive
Hearing. But however one may think socialism is going
to come to the United States, one thing is sure—it’s not
going to be smuggled in. It's a shame to have to say that.
isn't it?

The cause of socialism can be advanced only b
icounterposing it to capitalism—simply, honestly, openly
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.. .'We Propose a Socialist Electoral Coalition’

Let’s Go Forward

Unity i

CHICAGO, March 12—Rever-
end Joseph P. King, president
of the Washington Park Forum,
pastor of the International
Church and candidate for U.S.
Ropresentative in this city's
Second Congressional district,
has issued a call for a meeting
of socialists to map plans for
building a united socialist ticket
in the 1958 elections.

The meeting will be held
March 13 at the Essex Com-
munity Chureh. Minister of the
church is Rev. William T. Baird
long poominent in pProgressive
4 causes and one of the sponsors
1/ 0of Rev. King's candidacy.
gft| In a letter announcing the

E meeting, Rev. King said, “while
1 have agreed to run, as proof
of my seriousness in this mat-
ter, I am ready to withdraw if
(the labor movement, or a more
LY broadly representative group of
b %4 | socialists will select a candi-
3 §i | date that is pledged to break

(| all ties with capitalist politics.”

' & | NON-EXCLUSIVE
N COMMITTEE
! Descuribing the projected meet-
ing, Rev. King said, “It is pro-
posed that the meeting consid-
er the organization of a United
t| Socialist Election Campaign
Committee . . . that this com-
mittee be non-exclusive; that it
b | include radicals of all tenden-
¥ | cies, affiliated as well as non-
afTiliated, Tt is further propos-
ed that this committee will not
be identified with any party.
and independent of all parties.”
Commenting on the program-
matic statement that he issued.
Rev. King said: “I have an-
nounced the essentials of the
general program that will guide
me as a candidate, . . . How-

{

1

<

King Calls for Socialist

Chicago Contest

gram of public works, Other
planks call for labor support to
the struggle for Negro equality
and an end to the witch hunt,
One plank declares for politi-
cal [reedom in the Soviet bloc.
Reverend King's background
adds effectiveness to the cam-
paign in this interracial district
which has a long radical tra-
: dition.
o Born in Baton Rouge, La. in

1909, Rev. King spent his youth

in Texas where he worked as
REV. JOSEPH P. KING

a laborer, porter and delivery-
man. Like many other Negroes
he then moved north to Chi-
cago where he has worked in
the stock yvards and steel mills.

For 22 years he has been
prominent in the fight against
Jim Crow. He was a leading
figure in the huge Chicago pro-
test movement at the time of
the brutal killing of Emmett
Till. He has actively supported
such  wiwch-hunt  victims as
Claude Lightfoot of the Com-
munist Party and Paul Robe-
son.

A writer and poet, Rev. King
attended Dunbar Trade School,
classes of the Mid-Western
Writers conference and the Il-
linois Institute of Technology.
He is a graduate of the Twen-
tieth Century and Faith Semin-
aries.

ever . . . this program is not
presented as an ultimatum, but
as my contribution to the dis-
cussion which is beginning
among all socialists in connec-
tion with the current election
period.”

The five-plank program pre-
sented by Rey. King calls for
socialist opposition to the bi-
partisan cold war, friendship to
the countries of the Soviet or-
bit and support to the colonial
independence movement. It de-
mands .a halt to nuclear tests
and dismantling of nuclear
stockpiles.

To combat depression it calls
for a shorter work week with-

CLEARS BLOOD CLOTS

A mold extract which seeks
and destroys fresh blood clots
in minutes was discovered by
Dr. Mario Stefanini. The sub-
stance given by injection, fur-
nishing quick relief for suffer-
oul pay reduclions, efTective|ers of heart attacks, has been
government aid to the unem- |used with excellent results on
ployed and conversion of the|2:') patients after experiments
armamenls program into a pro- on animals.

and directly. Clever tricks designed to fool people into
jocialism are self-defeating as well as dishonest and con-
‘emptible. I think we have had more than enough of that
indecent horseplay already. The revival of the American
socialist movement will really begin to get under way
when we get back to fundamentals and come out in the
open as socialists every day in the week and lwice on
Sunday.

When we say that socialists should find a way tc
work together, especially in electoral campaigns, we mean
of course real socialists, socialists who, to use the words
of the Communist Manifesto, “disdain to conceal their
aims.” Socialists without false faces.

What is a socialist? Well, I can tell you very quickly
what he is not. He is not a Republican. And he is not &
Demo-Dixiecrat. And he is certainly not a shame-faced
supporter of the war program of the U.S. State Depart
ment. He is not a member of or supporter of any capital-
ist party whatever. I'm not submitting this as an argu-
ment. I'm stating this as the summary conclusion from
established facts.

Marx, Engels and Debs

Capitalism rules and exploits the working people
through its control of the government. That's fact number
one. And capitalism controls the government through the
medium of its class political parties. That's fact number
two. The unconditional break away from capitalist politics
and capitalist parties is the first act of socialist conscious-
ness, and the first test of socialist seriousness and sincer-
ity. That's fact number three.

Where did I learn that? Marx and Engels explained
it over a hundred years ago, so it's not hot off the wire
I personally heard Debs explain it fifty years ago. That's
what they said—Marx and Engels and Debs.

They were very simple fellows who couldn't under-
stand that the way to get what you want is to vote for
what you don't want. They couldn’t understand that the
really slick and clever way to get socialism is to vote for
capitalism. And to tell you the truth we don’t understand
it either. And we don't intend to play that game.

About 20 years or so ago there was an aviator who
flew out of the New York airport on a trip to Los Angeles
and landed in Ireland. They called him “Wrong Way”
Corrigan, and he became a popular symbol of the man
who doesn't know where he's going. That's the trouble
with the Wrong Way Corrigans of politics—they don't
seem to know where they're going, and it would be im-
prudent to follow them.

This is not a general public meeting, but a sort of
invitational meeting of socialists of different tendencies.
All of us present here, 1 take it, are socialists of one ten-
iency or another. Now let us ask ourselves, honestly and
lirectly; How did we become socialists? How did we ac
quire our certain confidence in the bright socialist future
»f humanity — the great vision which has transformed
ind inspired our lives and sustained us through the dark-
ast days of struggle against this insane social system? Did
we acquire our socialist consciousness because of our
superior wisdom? I don’t think so. We became socialists,
each and every one of us, in the same way — because
>thers who went before us explained it to us in earlier
vears. They wrote pamphlets and books. and distributed
journals, and made speeches, and explained things—and
from them we learned.

And the fact that we had to learn from others—does
not that suggest the idea that others may learn from us?
Does not that impose upon us the obligation to explain
socialism to others yet to come? And if we socialists don't
speak up for socialism. who will? Who will spread the
inspiring word of a socialist outcome of this mad world
of caplitalism, if we don't? And if we have to do it. when
do we begin? I believe, the sooner the better.

And here comes the importance of the subject we

have under discussion tonight. The best time of all — the

most fruitful time to explain socialism—is during election
campaigns, when public interest is highest, and we stand
the best chance to get a hearing. The capitalist class rules
this country in a complicated way, through the machinery
of bourgeois democracy. They can't shut off all avenues of
public communication, even to minority parties—although
they try their best.

Socialist Propaganda

The Socialist Workers Party, even with its limited
forces, has demonstrated in these recent years, how we
can get through cracks in the wall and compel them to
give us access to TV and radio audiences and to carry
notices in the newspapers. We get a greater hearing for
the ideas of socialism in the few months of the election
campaign than in all the rest of the time put together.
That makes every election campaign a socialist success.

The main purpose of participating in elections, as a
socialist organization or as a coalition of socialist organi-
zations, is to take full advantage of the expanded oppor-
tunity to make socialist propaganda. And in the economic
and social storm that is now beginning to blow up in this
country, with fear and insecurity about war, and making
a living, or even existing on this planet — there will be
more interest in social and political questions, and more
people will be listening than at any time in recent decades.

What can we do to make the most of this exceedingly
favorable opportunity to advance our cause? The National
Committee of the Socialist Workers Party has expressed
the opinion and made the proposal in an announncement
in the National Guardian and in the Militant —the pro-
posal that all socialists get together for united political
action—for socialism and against capitalism—in the state
and congressional elections of 1958. And that this action
in 1958 be regarded as the springboard for a united Presi-
dential campaign In 1960.

That’s an outlook worth looking at, isn't it? It opens
up the prospect, if accepted by other groups and tenden-
cies, of pushing the whole socialist movement a bit for-
ward. It is really a first-class idea, but there is nothing
new or original about it. We learned that, where we
learned so many things, by looking at the books and
studying the history of what others have done before us.
Electoral coalitions were a common practice of socialists
of different tendencies in the past.

A Historical Precedent

In the year 1900, Debs was a candidate for President,
not of a single party, but of a coalition—exactly what we
are proposing today. A split-off section of the Socialist
Labor Party, headed by Hillguit and Harriman, and the
Social Democratic Party of Debs and Berger agreed upon
a commagn election slate with Debs for President, from
the Social Democratic Party, and Harriman for Vice-
President, from the split-off Socialist Labor Party. The
coalition ticket was supported by the Appeal to Reason
and other independent socialist papers. The united presi-
dential campaign in 1900 aroused so much enthusiasm
and so much sentiment for unity, that nine months later
they were able to bring the forces together in a new
party. That’s the way the Socialist Party of America was
founded in August 1901.

There are other examples. In Russia the Bolsheviks
and the Mensheviks were split and at loggerheads over
many issues. But when it came to the elections to the
Duma they conducted a poll among themselves to deter-
mine the proportion of candidates for each side, and ran
a joint electoral slate in the general election. At the out-
break of the First World War, there were Bolshevik and
Menshevik deputies in the Duma, the Russian parliament.
all elected aon a joint slate.

Besiddd the historical examples, some actions taken
by individuals and by groups in recent times have led up
to our proposal and made it realistic and timely. You

recall that in 1956, the SWP, at the cost of tremendous
effort and sacrifice, and the immeasurable labor of com-
rades bucking the reactionary election laws to get on the
ballot, ran a Presidential slate of Dobbs and Weiss. In
that election campaign a new note of socialist solidarity
was sounded. Whereas, for many years in the recent past
no socialist or radical party ever cooperated with or sup-
ported or helped another party. in that election campaign
in 1956, Vincent Hallinan in San Francisco and Clifford
McAvoy in New York came out in support of the SWP
candidates.

That was the first break in the log jam. Then again
last year, in the municipal elections in San Francisco,
where Frank Barbaria and Joan Jordan, ran as candidates
of the SWP, Hallinan and Billings and Hitchcock and
Olshausen and others, all not members of the SWP, dif-
fering with us on many points, nevertheless recognized
the importance of a socialist vote and endorsed our can-
didates and helped the campaign. The National Guardian
supported the SWP candidates in Detroit, New York and
San Francisco on the same grounds. The National Guard-
ian played a role in this progressive development similar
to that of the independent Appeal to Reason in the early
days.

It seems to us that these new developments, taken all
together, have set the stage for another step forward. The
SWP National Committee has taken the initiative and
made the proposal for a more formal electoral coalition
after full deliberation. We mean every word we say, and
we are ready to go through with it. The matter is now
under discussion throughout all sections of the movement,
and we hope for a favorable outcome,

Take Heart and Hope

The American socialist movement has been badly
battered in the storms of recent years. But the new
events, which I have briefly summarized, show that the
movement is still alive and kicking and is even looking
up a bit. The prospects are brighter than they have been
for a long time. We should take heart and hope, as Debs
used to say, and work diligently in the coming days to
turn the bright prospects into new achievements and new
advances.

The forces for an imposing demonstration of socialist
sentiment in the 1958 elections are already present. They
are waiting for the go-ahead signal. They need only to be
aroused and encouraged and organized. And for this, as
is almost always the case, there is no eloquence equal to
the elogquence of action. United socialist political action
in the 1958 elections will be the right action at the right
time.

By James P. Cannon

“America’s Road to Socialism

Presented in simple, highly readable form, this pamphlet
provides a searching analysis of the situation of contemporary
American capitalism, the prospecis for the socialist movement
and a remarkable forecast of what Socialist America will
look like.

79 pages 35 cents
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44 pages

The IWW — The Great Anticipation

A former organizer for the IWW, Cannon shows how
that movement was a trail blazer both for industrial unionism
and revolutionary socialism.
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A Substantial Accomplishment

It's pretty well known that socialists
are capable of putting in hard work for
their cause. This was demonstrated again
by the Michigan Socialist Workers Party
members and supporters who gathered a
record-breaking 30,000 petitions in two
months of cold weather to place a social-
ist ticket on the ballot. They completed

their drive two weeks ago.

But when a small group can roll up
that kind of a score there is something
more involved than hard work. And
isn’t necessary to speculate about this.
Layoffs in Michigan are providing much
food for political thought. The bulk of
the petitions were gathered in front of
unemployment compensation offices where
a record number of signatures were ob-
tained. The petitioners found growing

They signed

cause they

disillusionment with both major parties,
Obviously, the majority of the 30,000
signers were not yet convinced socialists.

for a variety of reasons —

some to support the democratic rights of
a minority party; others to protest against
the layofls; and a significant number be-

are against the two-party

monopoly. Among the signers were many

gram.
it

who already fully support a socialist pro-

Michigan is a significant indication of
what can be expected elsewhere in the
country. The growing crisis is creating a
new audience for socialism. Michigan so-
cialists have blazed the trail in getting
out to win a hearing from that audience.
1958 certainly looks like a year of pro-
gress for the socialist movement.

Lost Manhours

During the course of the recent na-
tional strike of the International Ladies
some of the
news commentators included statistics on
how many man-hours were being lost in
their accounts of the strike, There was
nothing unusual about that. Some gave

Garment Workers Union,

the lost production in terms

of garments that weren't produced be-

cause of the strike.

But somehow it never occurs to these
capitalist reporters to sum up the man-
hours lost due to unemployment. Perhaps
these figures would be too astronomical
imaginations to handle. Or
perhaps it's just plain bias. They don't
mind reporting production losses caused

for limited

by the workers' struggle for

ing standard. But production losses caus-

Whose Word

A New York Times dispatch (March

10) from Washington, D.C.

administration practice of having gum-

shoes shadow reporters to

sources for delicate news stories continues
unabated here.” It then went on to tell
how phones are tapped and how one cor-
respondent, who knows from experience
because he previously covered Moscow,
reports he is getting the full U.S. shadow-
ing treatment including detectives follow-
ing his wife during her shopping in the

supermarket.

Pretending amazement, White House
press secretary Hagerty the next day de-
“This is the first T have heard of
anything like this. T just don’t believe it.”

clared:

He said he had checked with

been informed that no shadowing of news-
papermen had been authorized. This is
far from unequivocal answer. But it is
all that will be forthcoming from the

of the value

22,600,000, in

a better liv-

FBI, Secret

states: “The  Navy or Air

detect their finitum.

After

33,100,000. However,
February is estimated at 5.173.000. Using
a five-day week for our calculation, that
meant 103,460,000 man-days of work lost
in February alone.

In addition millions of workers dur-
ing the month were put on a short work
week., How many man-days this lost in
production is anybody’s guess.

Do You Take?

tral Intelligence Agency,

ed by the employers when they lay off
workers is better left unmentioned.
We understand the difficulties
making estimates of losses in production
due to unemployment. But we offer the
following tiny segment of the problem,
The 1957 Statistical Abstract of the United
States gives the following number of man-
days lost due to work stoppages: in 1954:

in

1955: 28,200,000 and in 1856:
unemployment in

Service, T-Men, Army or
Force Intelligence, the Cen-
ete., ete., ad in-

But if J. Edgar Hoover himself, @s-d
corted by his two most honorable chums,
Walter Winchell and Sherman Billings-
ley, denied it a hundred times, we'd still
take the word of the newspapermen who
assert they are being tailed by govern-
ment gumshoes.
all,

for 13 years the. FBI re-

peatedly told courts and administrative

the FBI and

agencies that it absolutely had no tran-
scriptions of its original talks with in-
former Louis Budenz. Only this past Jan-
uary a federal court backed demands of
attorneys for the Communist Party that
FBI agents make these denials in sworn
affidavits. Then some truth came out. The
FBI discovered that it did have such tran-
scriptions all along.

Foster Group Wins GP Control
But Faces Further Opposition

By HARRY RING

The now-united Foster-Dennis
faction in the Communist Party
leadership has captured con-
trol of the party apparatus; but
it still faces sizeable opposition
in the ranks and leadership.
This fact emerges from addi-
tional information now avail-
able about the proceedings of
the February meeting of the
party’s national committee,

At that meeting a number of
key Fosterite objectives were
approved by a vote of 32 to 21,
with three abstentions. The vote
came on a resolution by Eugene
Dennis who dropped =all pre-
tense of “independence” and
joined with the old-line Stal-
inists.

Counterposed to Dennis' res-
olution was one by Claude
Lightfoot of Chicago and Carl
Winter of Detroit. Reportedly,
it is an amended version of a
strongly anti-Foster resolution
previously presented by the
Northern California District
Committee,

“MAIN DANGER"”

The Dennis resolution finds
the “main danger” within the
organization to be “revisionism"
— a Fosterite label for those
who favor ideological indepen-
dence from the Kremlin, de-
mocratization of the party and
participation in the socialist re-
groupment process. It also calls
for restoring tight political rule

within the party by a small|. . .

political secretariat.

The difficulty confronting the
Dennis-Foster combination is
that it is still unable to estab-
lish its control over the oppo-
sition. An account of the na-
tional committee meeting in the

March 9 Worker, drafted by a
subcommittee of the national
executive committee, reports
that it was possible to elect
only nine members to a new
15-member NEC because ‘‘some
comrades in the minority took
the position of refusing to par-
ticipate in such a leadership.”
The only prominent anti-Fos-
terite to accept was Micky
Lima, chairman of the North-
ern California district.

The continued existence of
widespread opposition has com-
pelled the Fosterites to pro-
ceed with a measure of cau-
tion. For example, the Worker
account of the Dennis resolu-
tion asserts that it is a contin-
uation of the convention policy
of combating the “twin evils of
left-sectarianism and right op-
portunism,” and appropriate
quotations are presented to sub-
stantiate the claim,
OMISSION

However the key point in
this section of the resolution
is omitted from the Worker re-
port. The omitted clause reads:
“Without a decisive repudiation
and defeat of the revisionist
trend . . . we cannot carry on
a systematic and effective strug-
gle against left-sectarianism and
dogmatism . . .” The “revision-
ists” — who now must be de-
feated first — represent a near
or actual majority of the party.

On regroupment, the resolu-
tion declares: “The Party is not
a holding operation . . .
The Party is here to stay. With-
out it , . . the victory of so-
cialism is inconceivable." This
formulation was first put for-
ward by Dennis at an NEC
meeting last December, Sid
Stein then characterized it as

follows: “What do you mean
by a holding operation? The
difference here is between those
of us who believe that the
Party as it is, is for evermore
the organization that will Iead
the American working class to
Socialism, and those of us who
believe that this party can re-
build itself . in bringing
about a Socialist regroupment
in the United States . . .”

The present Fosterite advance
has brought a further crippling
of the New York party appa-
ratus. At a meeting of the state
committee which endorsed the
Dennis resolution, George Blake
Charney resigned as executive
secretary, George Watt as or-
ganization secretary, and Wil-
liam Lawrence as treasurer.
They declared the line adopted
made it impossible for them to
function as party officers.

The Dennis resolution pic-
tures the party as “still in the
critical state into which it has
been plunged for some time...
For the most part, the Party
has been unsuccessful in break-
ing out of its isolation. Basic
ideological differences continue
to exist within the Party, and
the Party leadership is itself
sharply divided, and therefore
largely immobilized , . .”

LONDON'S WATER

Eight million Londoners may
be drinking poison with every
sip of water and every cup of
tea — but all details of the
tests concerning radioactive
water, and its results, are se-
cret. These ominous facts have
been discovered by Labor
Councillors in Hornsey and
were reported in the Feb. 22
Newsletter.

The Craggy Saga of Jack Wright

(We reprint below a tribute to Jack Wright, socialist
candidate in the recent Seattle city elections. that ap-

peared in the March 6 Labor

‘s Daily under the title “The

Craggy Saga of Jack Wright."+

Ralph Friedman is the author.
— Ed.)

I see by the pages of Labor's
Daily that my good iriend Jack
Wright is running for a city
council post in Seattle. I sup-
pose I ought to wish him well
— but 1 don't know. Jack is
too precious a character to be
tossed into politics.

You have to know Jack
Wright to believe him — to be-
lieve that his kind is still
around, hasn't vanished from
the earth, along with some rare
birds and animals which civili-
zation has made extinct.

Jack is from the old school
of trade unionism — the name-
less, wunafraid, self-sacrificial
blood, sweat and guts bunch
that built the labor movement.

“I was working in a foundry
when I was 14," says Jack, who
has been a seaman, logger,
farmer, miner, factory worker,
moulder (which he still is), and
a hundred etceteras.

Frankly, I never believed
Jack. I don’t believe he waited
until he was 14 to go to work.
Or that he and his family could
afford to keep him home idle
that long. My conception of
Jack is that he was born stand-
ing next to an anvil, that he
came into daylight with a ham-
mer in his hands, and that his
first words were: “Sorry, 1 was
late. Where's the meeting?”
CUT FROM JACK LONDON

Jack is of the earth-born,
with stars in his eyes. He is of
the cut of Jack London, whom
he knew well, without London’s

Barleycorn weakness, He has
been a worker all his life and
a reader all his life; he is a
laboring stiff, a pondering man,
and a plain-talking man.

By now you have gathered
that Jack is not a fancy fellow.
He always looked ill at ease in
his stiff, “store-boughten” black
suit, covered with ashes from
his pipe.

When I first met Jack, six
vears ago, in Oregon, he had
already been everywhere. Talk
to him about Hells Canyon, and
he remembered some awful
hairpin, rock-bedded whiskey-
stricken meanderings he rum-
bled over in his Model A, when
he was mining in the Seven
Devils, Name a peak in the
Rockies, and he had trapped at
its base. Bring up a river and
he had fished on it, or felled
trees above its bank.

I always believed that,if you
took everything away from
Jack but his clothes and shoes,
and gave him just a pocket-
knife and a bit of wire to sur-
vive on in the wilderness, he'd
make a go of it. Come back in
a few months and he'd have
a house put up, a garden grow-
ing, and a few pets.

1 have to tell you how I
first met Jack. It tells the cal-
iber of the man better than a
hundred eulogies.

TALE STARTS IN ‘49

The tale goes back to 1949
when Jack, who is a white man
of Irish stock, married Mary
Dews, a Negro. Jack developed
chest trouble and the couple
moved from Los Angeles, where

JACK WRIGHT

they had wed, to Bandon, Ore-
gon, Jack’s boyhood home.
There they received -cordial
treatment, but the dampness on
the coast played havoc with
Jack's chest, so the pair took
off in an old, battered car and
a small, stuffed trailer, and
drove east, looking for a town
with a dry climate.

The first night they reached
Sutherlin, a sawmill town and
farming center at the southern
tip of the Willamette Valley.
But no motel would rent them
a unit, Jack had one engaged,
but when the proprietress saw
Mary, the lady screamed: “How
dare you! You know this is a
place for whites only!” When
they tried to buy food, three
groceries contemptuously re-
fused them.

“That night,” Mary Wright

Pimes editors assure their read-

By MYRA TANNER WEISS

MARCH 10 — "Our country
is far too wealthy to require
that any persons who genuine-

ly want to work should go
hungry — or be forced to stand
in bread lines — because of a

production
the N.Y.

temporary drop in
and  employment,”

ers today. No truer words could
be spoken. Yet hunger and
bread lines are beginning to
plague the nation as they do in
all depressions.

The United Stafes is indeed

the vrichest country in the
world. It has the highest pro-
ductivity, It has the highest
production capacity. It has a
highly developed science, a
large and well-educated work-
ing class and an agriculiure
that annually piles up huge

surpluses. In other wovrds, the
United States has the capacity
to produce a continuously ris-
ing living standard for its
population. There is no reason
in nature or technology for hu-
man suffering in this country.
But there is suffering. And all
the proposals of capitalist poli-
ticians consist of nothing more
than staving off complete des-
titution. None of them propose
plans to restore lost income or
to assure that no future losses
will be incurred by American
workers.
SUFFOLK COUNTY PLAN
Nowhere is the thinking of
capitalist politicians more clear-
ly revealed than among officials
of Suffolk county, New York,
who are currently congratulat-
ing themselves on the “success”
of their relief program. Adrian
Mason, Suffolk county Demo-
cratic leader, March 8, said that
ten percent of the county's
breadwinners were jobless. The
relief plan consists of having

men work for their relief
checks. Jubilation over the
“success” is caused by the re-

port that “men had welcomed
the chance to become active”
and that “it had bolstered their
seif-respect.”

But don't think this plan will
enable the men on relief to
make normal wages. They are
paid between $1.25 and $1.85
per hour. But work is only
part-time, strictly limited to
the equivalent of a relief check
— bare subsistence. And of
course work is done only on
“projects mnot ordinarily done
by regular town'" businesses.
No employer will be confront-
ed with competition. The men
are restricted to the “ennobl-
ing” work of clearing brush
from public cemeteries, etc.

Socialists have always scored
the stinginess of capitalist dole
and the degradation of make-
work projects. They have al-
ways held that the needs of the
individual and not profiis
should be the paramount con-
cern of society. Socialists con-
sider the right to a job as the
most elementary human right.

But the socialist program
goes much farthér, The workers
have a right, nol merely to a
job, but to a continuous rise in
living standards. Technological

How Socialism Would
Eliminate Depression

MR GLas

Scene in the early 1930's when thousands of laid-off
workers were reduced to selling apples on street corners.

Sign on the post reads,

“MR.

GLAD will be at this corner

this afternoon at 4 o'clock to distribute ONE THOUSAND
NICKELS to One Thousand needy Men,”

progress should mean more
goods to consume and more
leisure to enjoy this wealth., An
economic system that cannot
vield this result — isn't worth
a thing.

In the post-World War II
years capitalism, sustained by
a war economy, made a great
leap forward in the productivity
of labor. A substantial begin-
ning was made toward the in-
troduction of automation in in-
dustry. Technically this meant
the possibility of the creation
of vast wealth with relatively
little human exertion. However,
instead of bringing a great ex-
tension of human well-being,
many people now find them-
selves in greater poverty than
before the introduction of auto-
mation.

THE OBSTACLE

Neither nature nor the lim-
itations of science stand in the
way of progress. The obstacle
to well-being is the economic
system with which we are still
saddled. Production is tied to
profit for the benefit of a small
minority in America.

For the profiteers, this sys-
tem is good. For the really big
ones, even a depression is good.
A lot of annoying competitors
get shoved out of the way.
Workers, fearful of their jobs,
can be pushed all the harder.
If things really collapse, cost
for materials are drastically
reduced. A perspective of even
bigger rates of profit on capital
invested seems possible. The
bosses’ love for the “free en-
terprise” system is understand-
able, Their hatred for socialism
is also understandable. It would
prevent them from capitalizing
on the misery of the many.

But what about the casual-
ties of the depression — unem-
ployed workers, part-time work-
ers, bankrupt farmers, bankrupt

small businessmen, the old peo-
ple and minorities who are
first to lose their jobs, the
vouth who can't find work,
Matters stand differently with
them, it goes without saying.
And the need for socialism will
present itself increasingly to
them.

The moment that ownership
and control of the means of
production — the factories and
mines and mills—is taken away
from the capitalists and these
means are turned over to the
control of the workers, the
present situation will be com-
pletely reversed. A democrat-
ically elected workers and
farmers’ government would es-
tablish overall plans of produc-
tion for the nation. Instead of
“surplus” labor, there would
even be a labor shortage, for
production plans would be
based on America’s consuming
needs. On top of domestic
needs there would be require-
ments of the rest of the world.
EXPANDED PRODUCTION

The only limit to production
under a planned economy will
be the human and material
forces available. A rapid devel-
opment of automation will
quickly enable society to sur-
pass the present limits. Work-
ing time will be reduced and
living standards rise.

It seems so simple to solve
our economic problems logical-
ly on the basis of a planned
economy. And it is impossible
to solve them on a profit basis.
All that is needed is to change
from capitalist production to a
planned economy. For this, a
majority of the American peo-
ple must be won over to the
idea of socialism. Such a shift in
political views isn't far off
when the irrationality of the
profit system becomes as obvi-
ous as it is today.

“was the most horrible
of my whole lite. We drove a
little way out of town and
parked off the road and made
a bed in a ditch. A whole bunch
of people started toward us
swearing and calling us filthy
names. They threatened to run
us out of town. They said we
couldn't stop in Sutherlin.”
The ironmolder Jack Wright
had been through some of the
bloodiest labor struggles in
California. He had known the
brass knuckles of goons, the

recalls,

clubs of cops and deputy
sheriffs. But now he felt his
last hour had come. *“When
they started to close in,” he
remembered aflterward, “1 got
my hand axe out and I told

Mary, ‘I'll die for you but I'll
be damned if they run us out
of town.

“If the people had been half-
way decent,” he continued, stick-
ing out his determined jaw, “we
never would have thought of
stopping. I know there arve
towns in Oregon that don’t let
a Negro stay overnight. But 1
was damn mad., We decided to
stay.”

FOUND A JOB

The next morning they look-
ed around and found a store
willing to sell them groceries.
In the afternoon Jack went In
search of a job and found one
at a small forge, The owner
had heart trouble and was glad
to get an experienced metal-
worker.

Unable to rent a house, the
Wrights decided to build one.
They made a down payvment on
a lot, but under pressure from
leading citizens the owner can-
celled the sale. Undaunted, they
made a payment on another lot
and started construction of a
house. Until Jack Wright had
laid the floor, he and his wife
slept on the ground.

A group of us, University of
Oregon students and town folks,
were sitting around one night,
chewing the fat, when some-
one mentioned the tough time
the Wrights were having. We
wondered if the situation was
true, so one of our number, a
railroad man, decided 1o go
down the next day, since he
would be off, and check up on
the story.

The next night, Saturday, he
returned, and told us that what

had been reported minimized
the difficulties the Wrights
were  having. The following
morning a group of us piled

the trunk loaded
with tools, and set out for
Sutherlin, 70 miles away.

An hour after we had reache
ed the Wright lot, and fallen
to work digging a new trough
for the outhouse, and helping
Jack ruise the sides and roofs
of a cabin he was constructs
ing, two carloads of Negro sec-
tion gang laborers from Wilbur,
south of Sutherlin, arrived and
joined the operation,

Well, you should have seen
the procession of cars that came
down that country road. You
would have thought the most
amazing things on earth were

into a car,

taking place. The bug-eyed
drivers just crept past the
house, and all the passengérs

were rubber-necking out of the
windows. What a strange in-
credible sight — white men and
black men working together to
build a house, white women
and black women preparing a
meal together., How out of
place in the Home of the
Brave und the Land of the
Free!

When we were back in Eu-
gene we passed the word
around among our friends up
and down the state. And Jack
and Mary Wright had visitors

from half a dozen counties,
bringing blankets, clothes and
food.

Jack always said he wanted
to write a book about workers
he once knew: selfless, pennie
less, unadorned men who broke
the West for the labor move-
ment. Men who walked 18
miles to a meeting or who
crawled into guarded company
towns to bring news of the
union to the workers. Guys
who were beaten and herded
and dumped on the desert
naked, but who came back to
the struggle, always returning,
until TB or a vigilante’'s gun
cut them down.

It isn’t necessary for Jack to
think of a book in terms of
aother men. All he has to do is
write his autobiography. But he
won't — he doesn’t think he’s
important enough.

Anyway, Jack, old friend, I
don’t think you ought to get
elected. You'll drive the town
nuts. Seattle will go crazy try-
ing to figure yvou out. This so-
ciety can take crooks, hypo-
crites, hucksters, and hacks in
stride — but it shudders and
raises its porcupine quills when
a sunple, honest man stands at

its threshhold.

Etalendar

of Euentsj

LOS ANGELES

Dr. Scott Nearing, who re-
turned in January from a four-
month trip to Europe and Asia,
will speak on “History Chal-
lenges Socialism.” Saturday,
March 22, at 8:30 P.M. City
Terrace Cultural Center, 3875
City Terrace Drive. Auspices:
The L. A. Eastside National
Guardian Committee. $1.00 Do-
nation.

NEW YORK

John T. McManus, General
Manager of the National
Guardian, will speak on “What
Road for Socialists in the_1958
Elections?” Thursday, March
20, 8 P.M. Hunts Point Palace,

Southern Boulevard and 163rd

St, Auspices: Bronx Socialist
Forum, affiliated with Ameri-
can Forum for Socialist Edu-

cation. Contribution $1.00. Un~
employed Free,

Young Socialist Alliance cele-
brates the wvictory of Morton
Sobell's transfer from Alcatraz,
Speaker: Helen Sobell. Also
fiim strip of TV interview with
Mrs. Sobell. Fri, March 21, 8
P.M. Adelphi Hall, 74 5th Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO

Saturday, March 22, 8 P.M.—
“A Marxian Views Anthropol
ogy” by Evelyn Reed, writer
and lecturer. 1145 Polk St

Ausp.: Labor Forum. Adm.: 50¢,

FOR:
qre———

Reaching signers

NOW:

We're Mobilized for Freedom!!

WANTED: You and all your friends.

President on behalf of Morton Sobell,
JUSTICE: Depends on you — join us

Every Saturday — 11 AM. o 2 P.M,
Sunday — 1:30 to 4 P.M.

At the L. A, Sobell Committee Office,

462 No. Western Ave., Suite 3

with our appeal to the

HOllywood 4-4725

4

Forum; 1958 Candidate for

HOWARD
Organizer, Chicage Branch

Saturday.
Forum Hall, 777

Dinner —
Meeting only

Chicago Dinner-Meeting
Hear:

REV. WILLIAM T. BAIRD
Minister Essex Community Church, 1952 Progressive Party
Illinois District Committeeman

JOHN HAMILTON
Chairman, Washington Park Forum:; past Vice-President,
Local 116 Amalgamated Meat Cutters, AFL; a founding
organizer of the CIO Packinghouse Workers Union

REV. JOSEPH P. KING

Pastor, International Church;

Topic:
"Prospects for United Socialist
Political Action in 1958"

For Reservations, call DE 2-3736 or write to Forum Hall
Auspices: Socialist Workers Party

President, Washington Park
U.S. Congress, 2nd District

MAYHEW
of Socialist Workers Party

March 22
W. Adams Stireet

7 P.M.: 82

— B P.M.: §1




New Job

It seems that the city of Detroit —
like so many individuals today — is hav-
ing trouble balancing its budget. Not
enough money coming in and too many
places to put what little there is. A
familiar story. The first solution the city
government has offered for this situation
is to lay off some employvees and cut
down on social welfare. Another familiar
story.

The latest victim of “Operation Econ-
omy” is Aid to Dependent Children, a
tax-supported program established under
the Federal Social Security Act in 1937
which provides care for children deprived
of parental support by death, by continu-
“ed absence from home through divorce or
by desertion or incapacity of a parent.

Recently, loud protests and hysterical
editorials confronted readers of Detroit’s
newspapers. “Widespread chiseling by
parents receiving public funds to aid de-
pendent children is costing Detroit and
Wayne County taxpayers a huge sum, a
state welfare official declared today. The
cheating, made possible by insufficient
case investigators, may read as high as
$2,000,000 a year. .”

It is charged that “there are some
women with concealed sources of -income
who use their assistance funds to stage
drinking ‘ADC parties’ when they pget
their checks at the first of the month.”

By PATRICIA STALL

for Cops

Repeated over and over again is the
demand for more investigators to patrol
the activities of ADC recipients. It was
shown that case workers on the ADC pro-
gram were greatly overloaded with work
— 108 case workers handling 120 cases
each. There is an estimated 40% turn-
over in case workers and new, qualified
workers are not in sight.

The latest word is that key lawmak-
ers of Michigan are proposing a “watch
dog plan" to catch “chiselers” who alleg-
edly live the life of Riley on ADC checks.
They feel that, rather than more social
workers, what is needed is the hiring of
ex-policemen as snoopers or to allow
patrolmen to take on this job as part-
time work on off-duty hours.

Furthermore, by highlighting the rare
abuses of the program it is hoped that the
public will be persuaded to take the atti-
tude, “The only thing to do is get rid of
the thing altogether!"

What I think is this: Rather than
dump the ADC program because of a few
alleged chiselers, dump the real chiselers.
Dump the chiselers that run our city gov-
ernments against the better interests of
the majority. And dump the handful of
chiselers that own and control the re-
sources of our nation and that force
mothers, out of charity, to depend on such
handouts as ADC.

Notes from

the News

MR. JOBLESS, the \lypical unemployved
worker, is likely to be between 25 and 34,
married, with children, an unskilled or semi-
skilled steel, auto or machine-shop worker,
according lo a survey by the Wall Street
Journal. He has been out of a job for about
two months, his unemployment benefits will
run out by summer, and his plant shows no
sign of rchiring him.

* L .

A PERSON who works as little as one
hour a week is counted as employed and is
not included among the 5.1 million unemployed
reported by the Labor Bureau as of mid-
February.

» * L]

ABOUT THE ONLY PLACE these days
where there i1s no unemployment is at the
unemployment compensation offices. In all
major cities they have been hiring extra help
to copc with the swollen volume. of benefit
applications. ' , -

- * .

IN YOUNGSTOWN, if you want to buy
on the installment plan, says the Militant
Steelworker, the banks and finance com-
panies do not ask “How much monev can you
pay down?” The first question is “How much
seniority do you have?”

» - -

THE RECESSION is shortening the U. S.
lead over the Soviet Union in’the production
race. With U. S. steel plants running about
53% of capacity, Soviet production of 14
million tons in the first quarter of 1958 may
equal 75% of American output. Last year
it equaled one half. If the recession deepens,

Soviet coal production may in a few months
exceed American output for the first time in
history.

- L .

LOS ANGELES TV STATION KTLA has
held up plans to project subliminal advertise-
ments on its viewers’ screens. A heavy and
negative mail response from the public and
lack of a clear cut position on the question
from the FCC led to the decision,

* - -

THE U. S. GOVERNMENT has rcjected a
request of Japan that American nuclear tests
scheduled for April in the Pacific be cancelled.

L * L

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO this week
all banks in the U. S. were closed in the
greatest financial crisis in American history.
On March 5, 1933, President Roosevelt issued
a proclamation ordering a four-day bank holi-
day. Banks were forbidden to pay out any
money, or to transfer any gold, silver, or cur-
rency. It was the most drastic financial meas-
ure ever taken by the government in peace-
time. The move was made, to avert a complete
collapse of the banking system.

. L L)

A STRONG MOVEMENT to allow women
to serve on juries has been launched in South
Carolina. Along with Alabama and Mississippi,
South Carolina is one of the remaining states
that still discriminates against women in this
way. Asked how he would like to sit beside a
Negro juror, a leading fighter for women's
rights replied she would certainly prefer to
sit next fo him to not having the right to sit
in the jury box at all.

... Democrats,

. . . Kohler Hearing

GOP Skimp Aid

(Continned from Page 1)
alist economics 1o produce an
upturn. °
. Democrats are no more pre-
pared to bring real relief to the
jobless than are the Republi-
eans. Speaking before the AFL-
CIO emergency cconomic ton-
ference on March 11, Président
George Meany .blamed both
parties for the crisis. He con-
demned the administration for
shortsightedness, and, asserted
the Democratic-controlled Con-
gress need not have wailed for
administration leadership. Con-
gress does not act, he charged,
“because the Democrats can
make capital out of ftalking
about the recession and doing
little about it."

The N.Y. Times Review of
the Week (March 8) observed:
“The fundamental Democratic
sirategqy involves an effort to
create a public image of Dem-
ocratic action against a picture
of Republican inaction. But the
danger of going out too far too
fast . . . is also recognized. This
explains the fact that Demo-
cratic public demands for ac-
tion have not thus far been
much greater.”

(Continued from Page 1)

then married, The ensuing
“scandal” and fine was consid-

ered a great propaganda vic-

tary by Kohler to prove thal
unionists were “‘immoral.” Sen-
ators pursued this same line of
cheap. keyhole “probing” of the
relations of Burkhart and his
wife.

Burkhart was also the labor-
haters' vehicle for an attempted
smear of the Socialist Workers
Party and the UAW, Senator
Goldwater lyingly declared that
the SWP was dedicated to viol-
ence and that consequently
Burkhart. as a former SWP
member, must have believed in
violence and practiced it in the
leadership of the Kohler strike.
'MURDERED’

BY NATURAL CAUSES

Senator Mundt tried to smear
the union with the “murder” of
a non-striker. UAW attorney,
Joseph L. Rauh, Jr, immedi-
ately produced a copy of the
man's death certificate showing
not only that he had died 16
months subsequent to the fist
ficht he had been involved in,
but that death resulted from
“heart disease, arterio-sclerosis
and congestive failure.” Mundt
thereupon mumbled that he

Introductory Offer

A 6-Month Subscription
To the Militant Only $1.00

The Militant

116 University Place
New York 3, N.Y.

.....................................

didn't mean “murder”
technical sense.

In addition to smears using
sex, charges of murder and
“subversion,” the Senate Com-
mittee tried lo whip up relig-
ious feeling against the union.
Emil Mazey had testified that
Kohler's influence in the area
extended even to the clergy.
He mentioned several priests
who publicly had taken an an-
ti-union stand. Sen. McClellan
suggested the word “integrity"”
and Mazey repeated it. There-
upon Sen. Mundt, assuming the
pose of defender of the Roman
Catholic Church, declared that
Mazey's was “the most shock-
ing statement’ he had heard in
17 years on commitlees in Con-
gress. Mazey later modified his
remark to a questioning of the
pro-company clergymen’s
“judgment' rather than “integ-
rity.”

Attempts to bring out the
anti-labor history of Kohler,
including the previous strike in
1934 by an AFL union in which
the company police killed two
and wounded 47 pickeis—all of
them save two were shot in the
back as they were fleeing—were
stifled by the “probing” sen-
ators. This is parl of the at-
tempt to maintain the publicity
picture of Kohler as a model
employer and the company
town he named after himself
as a model community. An ex-
ample of this is the following
excerpt from the N. Y. Herald
Tribune (March 2): “Previously
[to the current strike] the in-
dustrial community, named
Kohler, Wis,, had beén regard-
cd as a model—well-scrubbed—
and peaceful.” Actually the
overwhelming majority of those
living in the model homes hold
supervisory positions in  the
company. Strikers living in the
village were served with evie-
tion notices,

Similarly the Senale probers
had little inferest in the report
of the NLRB examiner who
found Kohler guilty of numer-
ous unfair labor practices and
recommended remstatement of
most of the strikers.

in the

NEED BUSINESS
British industrialists are ne-
getiating  an  nformal trade
agreement with East Germany.
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J. Janosco
Defeats
Deportation

LOS ANGELES, March 6 —
An important gain for civil lib-
erties was chalked up this week
when the witch hunters of the
U.S. Immigration Service failed
in their effort to deport John
Janosco, western field repre-
sentative of the United Pack-
inghouse Workers and a mem-
ber of the California CIO Coun-
cil. The government is attempt-
ing to deport Janosco to Hun-
gary on the charge of member-
ship in the Socialist Workeis
Party during the years 1937-40.

Special hearing officer Leone
ruled that deportation proceed-
ings against the union leade:
be dropped because the pros-
ecutors had not substantiated
the charge of "intentional and
real” membership in the SWP.
Ass't District Director Urbano
of 'the Immigration Service said
the ruling will be considered
for possible appeal. This must
be within ten days.

Janosco, 49, was born in Hun-
gary but has lived all but the
first vear of his life in the U.S.
He has been active as a union
official in Minnesota and on
the West Coast for the past 20
years. He is the first person
faced with deportation under
the McCarvan-Walter Act on
charge of membership in a po-
litical organization other than
the Communist Party. Janosco
denied membership inthe SWP.
He admitted attending several
meetings of that party in con-
nection with hus union activi-
ties in Minneapolis.

His fight against deportation
has the support of his union,
the United Packinghouse Work-
ers, the California State CIO
Council, the Los Angeles chap-
ter of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union and other bodies.
His attorney is Marshall Ross,
chairman of the Lawyers’ Com-
mittee of the local ACLU.

The recent decision of the
U.S. Supreme Court in the
Rowoldt case that membership
in an organization within the
purview of the McCarran-Walt-
er Act mus] be proved to be a
“meaningful” association appar-
ently influenced a favorable
outcome in the Janosco hearing.

Rowaldt-Heikkinen

Victory Celebration

MINNEAPOLIS, March 8 —
Nearly 100 people attended the
Rowoldt-Heikkinen Victory Cel-
ebration held here last night.
The affair was held under the
auspices of the Minnesota Com-
mittee for the Protection of the
Foreign Born, the organization
that fought for their rights.

Charles Rowoldt, whose de-
portation order was reversed
last December by the Supreme
Court was the honored
guest of the evening. Knut
Heikkinen, whose five-year con-
viction on a charge of failure
to obtain travel papers was re-
versed by the high court in
January, was not able to be
present because he is still un-
der threat of deportation.

Abner Green, executive scc-
retary of the ACPFB cited new
victories by the Committee on
the basis of the Rowoldt de-
cision.

They Fight for the Union
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Wives and children of Los Angeles bus drivers or-
ganized their own demonstration in support of the drivers’
54-day strike last January. Headed by two-year-old Jimmy

Denmark, the picketline was
of wunion-consciousness and
working class families.

an impressive demonstration
solidarity among American

Ohio Auto

Workers

Hit by Unemployment

By BOB KINGSLEY

CLEVELAND, Feb. 26 — Uppermost in the minds of
the UAW workers in this area is not the contractual nego-
tiations with the corporations to begin in the spring, but

the havrdships imposed by the¢
layoffs and the short work
wecks and the fear that more
layoffs are inevitable,

The daily papers are now
campaigning against Reuther's
"profit-sharing” plan. Bul it is
significant that the few letters
to the editor from rank-and-filg
auto workers are those con-
cerncd with the systematie drive
of the Ohiv Chamber of Com-
merce to pass a “Right to Work
Law" by referendum vote and
the plaguing problem of unem-
ployment.

LAYOFFS SNOWBALL

Just yesterday the new Ford
plant in Walton Hills announc-
ed a “temporary” lavoll of the
entire work force of 1,500 work-
crs. To date there are over 60.-
000 unemployved in the area,
What is alarming everyone is
the snowballing increase of
1,000 layoffs every week wilh
no sign of a let-up.

Only three local unions, Fish-
err Body Locals 45 and 1250 and
Chevrolet Local 1005, returned
from the special January Auto
Workers convention openly op-
posed to the “profit-sharing”
plan. The line these locals took
was for the shorter work week.
Francis J. Smith, president of
Local 1005. a plant of 6,000
members, issued a statement to
the press in which he said:

“Having discussed this matter
with many of the people in my
local and with many of the
delegales I find the general con-
census to be that the people
want money in thelr pockels

Qur future is today, when we
have to clothe and feed our
families and educate our chil-
dren.

“This can be attained only by
a realistic wage increase where
onc doesn't have to be a col-
lege graduate with a slide rule
to ‘figure out his pay,”

International officials beat
down local opposition to Reu-
ther's “profit-sharing” plan. But
the feeling is — and it is not
isolated to one local union —
that the plan will not see the
light of day in the coming ne-
goliations, It is even admitied
by the local officials who sup-
port the Reuther proposals that
the “profit-sharing” plan was
devised to counteract the hos-
tile “public opinion™ to a wage
increase at this time. In the
opinion of some officials, the
coming negotiations will boil
down to a fight for the mini-
mum demands of a 3.9% pro-
ductivity increase.

A correspondent for the Ohio
cdition of “Solidarity” desecrib-
ed a Detroit Chrysler confer-
ence. He wrote, “Hanging like
a pall over the conference were
heavy layoffs throughout the
company; widespread short work
weeks that have eaten into the
income of some 30,000 Chrys-
ler workers and company-forc-
ed production-standards  dis-
putes which have brought
UAW-Chrysler relations to base-
ment levels.”

These changed conditions are
now the concern of the rank

now, nat in some distant futuie,

and file auto workers here.

Chrysler,

UAW

In Agreement on

40-Hour Week

By E. MARSHALL

DETROIT, March 8 — The dispute over production
standards in the Dodge Main plant culminated in an
agreement reached last Monday by negotiations in which

Walter Reuther and Chryslert
Corporation president Colbert
participated. The dispute be-
came critical last Jan. 20 when
the company opened up a
speed-up drive, insisting that
it would settle for nothing
short of bringing Chrysler pro-
duction standards in line with
other “UAW represented em-
ployees.”

Workers were fired. scores of
workers were given disciplinary
lay-offs. The union charged
that the company was apply-
ing economic pressure by pro-
viding an average of 11 hours
work per week for the remain-
ing Dodge workers in order to
break resistance to speed-up
and to provoke a strike to cir-
cumvent payment of unemploy-
meni and SUB benefits,

According to the text of
Monday's agreement, the only
issue that was somewhat re-
solved in favor of the workers
was the demand of the union
that the company schedule 40-
hour weeks for the workers it
needed and lay off the rest so
they could collect unemploy-
ment pay. The company prom-
ised to do this “so far as prac-
ticable.” The grievances and
discharges are to go through
the long drawn-out grievance
procedure.

PRODUCTION RATES

On rates of production, which
is the key and central issue in
the dispule, the agreement
reads as follows: “The rates of
production at which employees
were producing on .Jap...19
1958, including improvements
in performance singe that date,
will be used temporarily as a
basis for resuming operations.”
(Emphasis added.) This langu-
age doesn't kid the Dodge
workers. It simply means that
the standards the company was
able to crack in the course of
the five-week speed-up drive
have been accepted by the
union.

The agreement further pro-
vides: “The wunion will join
with the company in an im-

-

REUTHER

justments on .jobs where the
facts demonstrate performance
is out of line . .., To that end
the union will use its industrial
engineers working with the in-
dustrial engineers of the com-
pany.” (Emphasis added.)

One might ask, what has be-
come of the holy pronounce-
ments of the Reuther leader-
ship—as recently as the UAW
convention and more recently
atl the Chrysler conference —
that “We reject all so-called
scientific systems for setting
such standards"?

And one might also ask: Out
of line with what? The Chvy-
sler corporation wants GM
slave standards instituted at
Chrysler plants and fo this end
the company will utilize the
findings of its “industrial en-
gineers,” with their siop
watches and precision instru-
ments. The Dodge {rim depart-
ment, which has been the pri-
mary target in the current
fight, has alwayvs settled stand-
ards through negotiations and
never on the basis of clocking
workers, Under this agreement
this important principle has

mediate effort to work out ad-

been compromised.

in power ruled that SUB are

extra dollars from SUB, but

S that workers could draw
lived for the Ohio Director

In the Youngstown area steel

Ohio Bars SUB

Steel and auto workers whose unions won Supplementary
Unemployment Benefit schemes in contract negotiations with
the companies, still cannot draw SUB in Ohio. The politicians

by anyone receiving state unemployment compensation.
The anger of unemployed workers entitled to a few

compensation benetits (maximum $39),
effect on Judge Maiden of Youngstown. He ruled on March

announced the ruling was being appealed to a higher court.
This delaying action has the full support of Gov. O'Neil.
Official figures admit over 300,000 unemployed in Ohio.

earnings and cannot be drawn

forced to exist on the measly
apparently had its

both. The victory was short-
of Compensation immediately

production hovers around 50%.

' They Showed

By AN ILGWU MEMBER

The general strike of dress-
makers connecied with the
New York market is over. It
lasted six davs, involved 105.-
000 members of Lhe Interna-
tional Ladies Garment Workers
Union in seven Northeastern
states, and was settled by a
three-year contract providing
an 11% package increase plus
tighter rules for enforcement
of area-wide union conditions.
The wage raise should bring
the New York City dressmak-
er's average for a 35-hour week
up 1o $79.50 from its present
$73.00.

As far as showing the soli-
darity of the workers, this
strike was more than 100°%
successful. Not only did all the
union members called out re-
spond with good spirit, but
at least 50 non-union shops
were signed up in the course of
the strike.

One of the things about this
strike that most impressed me,
as an old-timer, was lhe way
in which the picketing was
supported by the yvounger work-
ers. For example, in my shop,
there is a young womarn just
a few years up from the Souih.
She had nn experience with
the mon before &he has a
family and never works Satur-

days. But on the Saturday of
the strike, when picketing was
not compulsory, she showed up.
When 1 asked her why, she
just said, “We have to picket
to win. don't we?”
SHIPPING CLERKS HELP
The picketing was also sup-
ported by the shipping clerks'
union, an afliliate whose con-
tract was not duectly imvolved
in this strike. The shipping
clerks Jocal takes in the help-
ers, handymen, piece-goods
workers, and stock handlers
who are mostly vounger Negro
and Pucrta Rican workers and
whose wages don't go much
higher than the Federal mini-
mum. Before the strike, I had
often heard these men (they
are almost always called "boys”
by those who give them orders)
complain bitterly that their
union was nothing but a dues
collection agency. Yei, during
the strike, they were among
the most spirited picketers.
The daily papers all empha-
sized the “peaceful” nature of
this strike, contrasting it with
the vielence of carlier years.
Aclually, the last dressmakers'
strike, in 1933, was also a quiet
one. It was in the even earlier
stynggles. where altempls were
made 1o break the picket lines,

They Wanted a Union

Bul the class struggle was
not completely subdued, even
in this strike. For example, the
cops at the main entrances to
buildings looked *‘bored’ as re-
ported in the newspapers, but
at some of the freight en-
frances, special giant-sized po-
lice were stalioned. At one
such entrance, I watched a boss
try to take a rack of dresses
past the picket line. The half-
dozen women pickets on duty
there let up such a howl that
the strect was soon crowded
with onlookers, most of them
sympathetic with the pickets.
Onec out-sized cop finally told
the boss: “I know you're with-
in your rights, but if you don't
want to start a riot, take those
dresses back inside.”
WILLING TO FIGHT

All the workers, old and new,
skilled and unskilled, in New
York Citv and in the outlving
arcas. showed fthal they wani
a union, and that they are will-
mg 1o fight for if.

Now the question is: will
they be disappointed with the
results? If things go as they
have ever since World War II,
only the 20% of the workers
who are paid on an hourly rate,
will get something substantial
out of this settlement.

that trouble occurred.

As for plece-rate workers, as

soon as the new contract goes
mto effect, a new piece-rate
pricc on cach garment will be
set, reflecting the raise. But in
the next two or three weeks,
the boss will change the style,
set a new, more difficult rate,
and they will be back where
they were.

MIGHT TEND TO JOB NOW

Many of the workers, even
the old-timers, think that now
it will be different. This kind
of chiseling was the main issue

in this strike, so now maybhc
the union will really enforce
the conditions. Dubinsky, foi

cxample, crilicized some of the
business agents al a mass
meeting the first day of the
strike and said about them, “So
they won't go so much to the
movies instead of fothe shops."”

But the workers have cause
to be skeptical. For example.
the umion has experts, called

adjusters, who are supposed fo
seitle disputes over piece rafes
m andividual shops. But 1he
standards by which they figure
the rates are kept secref, and
the workers cannot  divectly
check whether the adjuster has
allowed the boss 1o cheat. The
adjusters arc now commonly
called “injusters,” and wmany
workers simply avoid calling

The recal problem is to fight
for democracy wilhin the
union. But on that. the work-
ers, in New York, al least are
really skeptical. “"How can you
have democracy,” said one,
"when you can't even c¢yitize a
union official  without being
called a ‘Commumst?’ " Talk
was much freer during the
strike than it usually is, and it
surprised an old radical like
me to see how widespread that
sentiment is, even among pol-

itically conservative workers,
AUSTRALIA
UNEMPLOYMENT
The Australian government is
under fire from the Labor

Party with 75,000 now unem-
ployed out of a total work
force of four million. The La-
bor Party is demanding an ac-
velerated public works program.

Cleveland
"UNEMPLOYMENT —
CAUSE AND CURE”
Speaker: Edward Shaw
Detroit Organizer, Socialisi
Workers Party
Sat.. March 22 — 8:30 P.M.
10609 Superior Ave.

them in on disputes.

Ausp.: Militant Forum
—




